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Why the stock markets
are in furmoil across
the world

Punjab must push for a fair deal

Political parties and the intelligentsia should join hands for the common good

Amidst the myriad issues raised by a section of the political

The Indian stock market has been on what seems to
be like a freefall for nearly six months since last
September. On the Bombay Stock Exchange,
prices have fallen by 13 per cent till mid-March
compared to September and experts believe that
this fall may continue.The overt reason for this
slowdown is the lowering of profit growth in top
Indian firms and foreign investors selling $25
billion in Indian stocks. But this Indian decline is
much sharper compared to the 2 per cent fall in
Asian and global emerging market indices.The
overall global decline is, of course, the result of the
mayhem that Donald Trump has wrought since
coming to power for the second time. His aim is as
straightforward as it is naive — make America
great again by caring for only the interests within
the country and discarding all concern for the need
to be a part of the minimum needs for global
economic cooperation. But is this really
happening? In fact, things are moving in a contrary
direction. President Trump's policies are having an
opposite effect for him. They are sending tremors
through the Wall Street. While the White House is
defending the economic agenda at home, Trump
has also made progress on a top foreign policy goal
— getting Europe to boost its military spending so
that the US does not have to pay to protect Europe.
Key foreign leaders have reaffirmed support for
Ukraine after Trump publicly told off Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy last month and
taken steps to expand their defence outlays.

This is boosting the shares of international military
firms higher, giving an upward jolt to stock
markets in some of the very countries where
Trump has taken his trade war. Trump's attempt to
get the European countries to boost their defence
spending has caused European stocks to see their
strongest start to any year since 1998. Plus,
international stocks overall are outperforming
their American counterparts by more than in any
year since 1990.As a result, the US stocks are
falling behind. Since Trump took over in January, a
range of European countries' stocks have risen
between 5 and 20 per cent even as US stocks have
fallen by 5 per cent.Last week, a selloff in global
shares eased in Europe following a sharp fall in US
stocks that came as investors raised concerns
about the negative economic impact of Trump's
tariffs. He wanted to raise tariffs to boost his
domestic economy. But at the end of the day, it is
the stocks elsewhere that are going forward and
US ones have been left behind.Where does this
leave India? Right now, Indian stocks remain
down in the dumps even as other non-US
countries' stocks are going forward.

It seems that only the US and Indian stocks remain in
the dumps. What is India trying to do and what can
it do differently so that Indian stocks and corporate
investment prospects revive, taking the overall
economy along with it?Right now, India is seeking
to negotiate with the US so that its tariffs are
reduced. It is doing what it is being asked by the
US to do — lowering Indian tariffs, which are
among the highest in the world. What India has to
doto please the US and what it has to do for its own
good are, quite fortuitously, similar. Lower trade

The case of Punjab was unique, if not

They constituted 62 per cent of the

When the Constitution had to be finally

The Modi government never tires of affirming its

class in Tamil Nadu, the time has perhaps come to once
again revisit the question of regional aspirations and their
accommodation within the Indian constitutional scheme.

Undoubtedly, there is a strong case to revisit the unfulfilled

aspirations of at least one north Indian state that bore the
brunt of the Partition — Punjab. It was really the
dismemberment of two of India’s border provinces —
Punjab and Bengal. Punjab suffered greatly as a
consequence of the Partition, colloquially referred to as
Ujaara (devastation) and not Batwara (Partition).

peculiar. Out of the 2.5 million-strong
British Indian Army at the end of World
War II, 3,60,000 soldiers were from
Punjab, including Muslims, Sikhs and
Hindus, in that order.

combatant forces. The two main
occupations were agriculture and
services in the armed forces. The lands of
the Sikhs and Hindus got predominantly
left behind in West Punjab (Pakistan) and
a demand for constitutionally
guaranteeing the percentage share of the
partitioned province in the armed forces
atthe pre-1947 levels was not accepted.

adopted, several Sikh members of the
Constituent Assembly — Baldev Singh,
Gurmukh Singh Musafir, Ranjit Singh,
Suchet Singh Aujla, Rattan Singh
Lohgarh, Partap Singh Kairon and
Joginder Singh — supported the motion
and became signatories to the
statute. Hukam Singh and Bhupinder
Singh Mann refused to sign. The former
went on to become a Member of
Parliament, Deputy Speaker, Speaker of
the Lok Sabha and Governor of Rajasthan. Nobody
labelled both as anti-national or attributed motives to
their decision or held it against them. Nobody pilloried
and vilified them, as is the staple of proto/pseudo-
nationalists today. This conduct bears eloquent
testimony to the sagacity and sense of accommodation of
those who incubated the modern Indian state in its
nascent years.Articulating the reasons for not voting for
the motion in favour of adopting the Constitution on
November 26, 1949, Hukam Singh pointed out a number
of deficiencies in the draft statute, most importantly that
it did not fulfil the aspirations of the Sikh community.He,
however, made a very important economic point
holistically germane to Punjab, though expressed in the
context of Sikh grievances: “The whole economy of the

barriers will bring in more reasonably priced
products, which will force Indian businesses to
lower costs and become more efficient. At the end
of the day, Indian consumers will be better off.
Inefficient businesses will die, which should have
happened long ago.Fascinatingly, the US will have
to follow its own course correction. The US
administration cannot expect its economy to live
in complacent isolationism. Lower tariffs will
mean lower costs for US consumers and
businesses, which are mostly intrinsically robust.
This will do the US fine. Incompetent businesses,
which are proportionately far fewer than in India,
will die and no one will feel sorry for them.

It is Trump's own beliefs which have to be modified.
Of course, the US will become great again, which
it already is, but not by the way Trump wants it to
go. Isolationism and not caring for others will have

commitment to good governance (sushasan).
Providing a transparent and accountable %
administration that works for the welfare of !
citizens has avowedly been its guiding principle
from the outset. Walking the talk is supposed to be
akey element of'this people-centric approach, but
the ground reality is not so reassuring. Nearly 75
per cent of the assurances made by Union |
ministers in Parliament in 2024 have not been
fulfilled, the government told the Rajya Sabha on
Monday. The situation was hardly better a decade
ago; during 2015 and 2016, two-third of the
assurances given by Central ministers in
Parliament were either dropped or left pending.It
was in 2018 that the Online Assurances
Monitoring System was rolled out by the
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs to ensure that

Sikh community is dependent upon agriculture and
Army service. Lands have been left in Pakistan and their
proportion in the Army since the Partition has been
greatly reduced and is being reduced everyday...” The
latter point was with regard to seeking economic
safeguards in the context of recruitment in the armed
forces.However, herein lies the conundrum. There were
not only Sikh members from undivided Punjab in the
Constituent Assembly but also prominent Hindu
members — Lala Achint Ram (father of former Vice-
President Krishan Kant), Bakshi Tek Chand, Bikram Lal

Sondhi, Chaudhary Ranbir Singh, Master Nand Lal,
Kaka Bhagwant Roy, Jairamdas Daulatram, Chaudhary
Suraj Mal Singh, Thakur Das Bhargava, Nand Lal and
Prof Yashwant Rai.

The Muslim members had left to join the Constituent

Assembly of Pakistan that first met in the Sindh
Assembly building in Karachi on August 10, 1947.

Could the remaining Hindu and Sikh members collectively

not have negotiated a better deal for Punjab in the
constitutional scheme, given that the ‘nau maas darishta’
had just been further consecrated and consolidated in the
flaming cauldron of the Ujaara?After all, Jammu &
Kashmir, which had lost a substantial part of its territory
to Pakistani raiders in October 1947, was able to get
Article 370 inserted into the Indian Constitution in Part
XXI under the rubric of Temporary, Transitional and

Mere assurances

Hold ministers responsible for not walking the talk
R S A & %
*i d :,*_h*} A

overarching aim was to enhance accountability,
transparency and efficiency, but the implementation

Special Provisions. It is another matter that the Article
was repealed in August 2019.J&K was able to negotiate a
constitutional niche for itself at the inception of the
Constitution, but Punjab did not or could not do it, even
though two million of its people died and twenty million
were displaced in post-Partition fratricide.

J&K was not the only state to negotiate a special

arrangement. Article 371 provides for special
development boards for Vidarbha, Marathwada and even
the rest of Maharashtra, as the case may be, and for
Saurashtra, Kutch and the rest of Gujarat.Then, Article
371A was inserted with regard to Nagaland.
The northeastern state, in fact, was able to
negotiate control over its underground
mineral wealth as the Article provided that
no Act of Parliament with respect to
ownership and transfer of land would apply
to Nagaland unless a resolution to that effect
is passed by the Legislative Assembly.It was
followed by Article 371B with respect to
Assam in 1969, Article 371C (Manipur),
Articles 371D and 371E (Andhra Pradesh),
Article 371F (Sikkim), Article 371G
(Mizoram), Article 371H (Arunachal
Pradesh), 371-1 (Goa) and Article 371J
(Karnataka).Most of these Articles,
including the repealed Article 370, dealt with
border states. It is an example as to how
Constitutionalism was utilised to try and
integrate India’s periphery into the
mainstream given that the Imperial British
never had a border policy but rather a frontier
policy.Itis not as if undivided Punjab did not
have learned members in the Constituent
Assembly. Was it the quintessential sense of
sacrifice and pride which had evolved over
myriad invasions that prevented them from
seeking and getting what was rightfully due
to Punjab? This error or omission, advertent
or unintentional, needs to be probed with some serious
scholarship. Successive generations of parliamentarians,
unfortunately, could do no better for Punjab.

Punjab had to face not only the horrors of the Partition but

subsequently the wars in 1965 and 1971, and then 15
years of Pakistan-sponsored militancy that left it
emotionally, economically, politically and socially
exhausted. The debt accumulated during the years of
militancy continues to be a part of its economic burden.

Punjab needs a new economic deal within the Indian

constitutional and federal paradigm to prevent it from
backsliding further. For that, however, the political
parties and the intelligentsia of the state have to look
beyond immediate and narrow partisan considerations
and make common cause for the common good.

lethargy and apathy are undermining the

to give way to entering into an era of better global
cooperation, which the US was already into before
Trump came in.

Regional discontent & the need for dialogue

Let the Central government’s highest representatives talk
to the states concerned; let the talks be held under the
open sky.The issue: The southern states fear they would
never be in the driver's seat politically because of less
numbers. PTII have had the opportunity to tour South
and Northeast India quite extensively during the first
decade and a half of this century. Earlier, I had the
opportunity to be in J&K for a few tumultuous years and
in Punjab, my home state and also the state that was
allotted to me in the IPS (1966). It has been a ringside
view of this great nation and I have often marvelled at its
sheer vastness.Touring, inspecting and attending
meetings in various places through a career in the
government spanning almost five decades does give the
principle of 'unity in diversity' an enriched perspective.
have witnessed the strength of the nation through this
underlying principle and the wisdom of our forefathers in
giving us this equilibrium through Article 15 in the
Constitution.I have also, through my career in the police,
witnessed the havoc which can be created when old and
new fault lines are played up by vested interests.

These days, a lot is being carried in the national media
about activities in South India and it is also a hot topic of
discussion in political, administrative and social circles.
The immediate cause of this turbulence is the expected
delimitation of Lok Sabha constituencies to be done on
the basis of a Census to be conducted in 2026. The other
factors are the implementation of the UCC, NEP,
anticipated imposition of Hindi, perceived weakening of
the federal structure, along with inadequate flow of funds
from the Centre to the states.

The southern states feel, and perhaps rightly so, that they
are more advanced than central and north India in overall
development indices, specifically in the IT sector,
manufacturing, human resource development,

promises made by ministers in Parliament were
systematically tracked, monitored and fulfilled. The

has left a lot to be desired. Ministers are expected to
keep their word within three months, but their apparent

Regional discontent & the need for dialogue
Let the Central government’s highest representatives talk to the states concerned; let the talks be held under the open sky.

pharmaceuticals and higher technical and school
education. They also have a large number of expatriates
who add billions of dollars to the national kitty.South
India has a rich history of trade by sea with the Gulf and
other countries, which has integrated it more
internationally through business and extended families.
Today, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Chennai are at the
forefront of GCCs (global capability centres), boasting
of large expatriate communities and white collar
jobs.

The fear is that delimitation will cut at the very roots
of their political and financial future. Education
made the South aware of the advantages of family
planning and they have achieved considerable
success. If the exercise of delimitation is carried
out, they would lose out on the percentage of seats
in Parliament, with the gains mainly transferring
to UP, Bihar, MP and Maharashtra.

The subject, which is now in the open, used to be
discussed in hushed tones at bureaucratic levels
when I attended some meetings in the South. The
fear was that in spite of education, controlled
population, institutional and educational
infrastructure and contribution to the national
economy, they would never be in the driver's seat
politically because of the numbers. This much
was expressed openly and the rest left for you to
draw your own conclusions.In the absence of an
open dialogue with the Centre, the politician has
made his entry onto the stage and is saying what
was left unsaid earlier. He does not want delimitation, he

does not want the UCC, he does not want imposition of

Hindi. Rather, he wants more finances and a greater say
on the national political stage.

The imperative question is whether anyone is talking to
them. It is the duty of the government to anticipate

potential problem areas and ensure that fault lines don’t
get converted into major flare-ups.The Dravidian
movement has had a strong resonance in regional politics
and the DMK, AIADMK and MDMLK, all originate from
it. The five major southern states (Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh) have 129 of
the 543 seats in Parliament, representing a mere 23.7 per
cent of the vote share. In contrast, the four states (UP,

Bihar, Maharashtra, MP) which have the largest to gain
by a population census already represent 197 of the 543
seats, i.e. they have 36.2 per cent of the vote share in
Parliament, with the balance being shared between the 27
other states and UTs.If you are from the South and facing
a dominant North which is raring to become even more

government’s credibility.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has
‘assured’ the Rajya Sabha that the government
takes all assurances made by ministers on the
floor of both Houses of Parliament seriously. If
that is indeed the case, why are erring ministers
not being hauled up or replaced? It is also a poor
reflection on the functioning of the Standing
Committee on Government Assurances, which
is tasked with holding ministries/departments
accountable for lapses in timely
implementation. The promises and pledges
made by political leaders during election rallies
are usually taken with a pinch of salt. However,
the people expect at least a modicum of
commitment when such assurances are made by

elected representatives in Parliament. The government
should go all out to curb the erosion of public trust. At
stake is the sanctity of parliamentary democracy.

overbearing, you would be justified in fearing a loss of
significance.But I fail to understand why there has been
no serious dialogue at the highest levels. From family
disputes to national and international ones, dialogue has
been the way out. It can take place at the first sign of
trouble or in the midst of an ongoing problem. Why is
there a hesitation to talk? Talking is not a sign of
weakness; it is a willingness to resolve problems. The
best people to initiate a dialogue are the parties
directly concerned.

’ il Let the Central government's highest

representatives talk to the states concerned; let
the talks be held under the open sky. The most
intractable problems can be resolved by open-
mindedness.

The same holds true for the Northeast. It has been
an area where accord and discord coexist, where
the national media and politicos are generally
missing. You hear one thing on the mainland and
see the opposite on the ground.

Under the guise of an accord, Nagaland has been
ruled by the underground for decades; Dimapur
is their town and de facto capital. They impose
road blocks and embargoes whenever and
wherever they want and lift them at will.

Mizoram gives refuge to the influx from Myanmar
against the wishes of the Centre. It has
established camps for the influx as well as the
dispossessed Manipur tribals. The Myanmar
border is almost an open border for Manipur and

Mizoram.Manipur is an unfolding tragedy where many

lives have been lost and even more have been rendered

homeless even as armed bands of various hues have a

free run of the land. They rob, rape and kill at will; large-

scale looting of arms has taken place from police
armouries.
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Ola Electric share price falls
after reports of regulatory
scrutiny. Details here

New Delhi. Shares of Ola Electric Mobility fell in
early trade after recovering for a couple of sessions,
following media reports that the company is facing
fresh regulatory scrutiny of discrepancies in EV
scooter registrations.

Ola Electric shares were trading 1.49% lower at Rs
53.02 on the Bombay Stock Exchange (BS) at 9:53
am.According to media reports, the Ministry of
Heavy Industries has sought details related to
discrepancies between the company's reported sales
and actual vehicle registrations. While Ola Electric
has claimed it had sold 25,000 EV two-wheelers in
February, data from the Vahan portal showed that
only 8,600 have been registered.And as part of the
probe, the Maharashtra RTO authorities have carried
out inspections at multiple Ola showrooms to find
out whether the EV scooters were being sold with a
valid trade certificate.Ola Electric shares have been
in a free fall over the past few months due to multiple
factors, ranging from regulatory scrutiny and
declining sales. The EV scooter maker's stock is
down over 38% this year, over 41% since listing, and
14% in a month.The company still remains one of the
biggest players in India's two-wheeler EV space,
competing with the likes of Ather Energy, Bajaj
Auto, and TVS Motor. But recent challenges have
hurt the company's share price and even forced it to
cut costs.Its third-quarter financial results show that
it remains under pressure. The company reported a
loss of Rs 564 crore due to weaker demand and heavy
discounts. Despite cost-cutting efforts, the stock has
not made any major recovery recently.

South Korea's Total Debt
Hits Record High Of Over
$4.27 Trillion

New Delhi. The combined debt of the government,
companies and households in South Korea has
reached an all-time high amid weak domestic
demand and falling revenue, data showed on
Thursday. The country's total government debt and
corporate and household borrowing amounted to a
record 6,222 trillion won (US$4.27 trillion) as of the
end of the third quarter, according to data from the
Bank for International Settlements (BIS).

The figure marked a 4.1 percent increase from a year
earlier and a 0.9 percent rise from the previous
quarter, reports Yonhap news agency. It amounts to
247.2 percent of nominal gross domestic product
(GDP), which logged its lowest level since the
second quarter of 2021.0f the total, corporate debt
reached 2,798 trillion won as of end-September, up
2.9 percent from a year earlier. Household
borrowing grew 2.1 percent on-year to 2,283 trillion
won. Government debt surged 11.8 percent from a
year earlier to 1,141 trillion won, the data
showed.Meanwhile, financial regulator here on
Thursday unveiled a set of measures to help enhance
the competitiveness of savings banks that include
easing regulations on mergers and acquisitions
(M&As), and adopting relatively lax loan
classification rules.

The Financial Services Commission (FSC) said it will
set up an over 1 trillion-won (US$689 million) fund
to help savings banks take soured loans off their
balance sheets and launch a special vehicle to
manage non-performing loans extended by savings
banks.The regulator also said it will ease rules on
M&As in the sector and review savings banks' loan
classification rules, which they claim are too strict
given their business environment. Data showed that
savings banks' assets have steadily grown, reaching
120.9 trillion won at the end of last year, up from 92
trillion won in 2020 and 86.9 trillion won in 2010.

But their lendings are largely focused on real estate
development projects and low-rated, financially
weak customers, leaving them vulnerable to
economic cycles, and leading to a decline in
profitability and worsening financial status.

Retirement Age Of Govt
Employees To Change Centre
Clarifies

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led Central
government on Wednesday clarified that it has no
plans to change the retirement age for government
employees. "No proposal to change the retirement
age of government employees is under consideration
of the government," Union Minister of State for
Personnel Jitendra Singh said on Wednesday, as
quoted by PTIL.

In a written reply to the Lok Sabha, Singh stated that the
government does not have a policy to abolish
vacancies created by retiring employees. When asked
if any government employees' unions or
organizations had requested a change in the

retirement age, he clarified, "No formal proposal has
been received from staff side of National Council
(Joint Consultative Machinery)," as quoted in the
report. When asked about differences in retirement
age between central and state government
employees, Singh clarified that the Centre does not
maintain such data, as it falls under the State List. "No
such data is centrally maintained in the government
as the subject matter falls in the State List," he
stated.His remarks come amid ongoing speculation
about possible changes to the retirement age in the
public sector. For most central government
employees, the retirement age is 60 years. However,
in certain fields like teaching and scientific research,
it can be as high as 65 years. State governments set
their own retirement policies, leading to variations in
retirement ages across different departments.

Inside Akasa Air's struggles with
Boeing delivery delays and idle pilots

T

The Mumbai-based low-cost

airline, Akasa Air, which
started operations about
three years aqo, has a fleet
of 27 planes, but has 226

iets - all Boeing 737 MAXs -

on order
L

New Delhi. Frustration is building inside

India's newest airline, Akasa Air, with top
executives privately criticising Boeing
for delayed plane deliveries and
scrambling to assuage hundreds of
anxious pilots who remain idle without
work.Troubles at Akasa, backed by an
Indian billionaire's family, are among the
starkest examples of how Boeing's woes
are crippling airlines globally and having

a ripple effect on their planned
expansions.The Mumbai-based low-
cost airline, which started operations
about three years ago, has a fleet of 27
planes, but has 226 jets - all Boeing 737
MAXSs - on order. Deliveries have been
delayed as Boeing's 737 programme
faced regulatory scrutiny after a mid-
air cabin panel blowout last year and
suffered from the effects of a seven- |
week workers' strike. Just as Akasa
has expressed confidence in Boeing
publicly, its executives voiced
optimism about US planemaker's
turnaround in a private February
town hall with pilots, but top
executives did not shy away from
candidly revealing the operational
stress they face, according to an audio
recording reviewed by Reuters.During
the previously unreported meeting,
Akasa's chief of strategic acquisitions,
Priya Mehra, described Boeing as the
"elephant in the room" whose workers'
strike caused "sleepless nights". Co-
founder Aditya Ghosh referred to the
company as "Boeing bloody ... retarding

our speed".We just don't have enough
aircraft to fly ... nobody wants to sit at
home and twiddle their thumbs," CEO
Vinay Dube told the gathering of pilots.
Akasa did not comment on queries about
the remarks made in the town hall, but

said it is in "continuous discussions with
Boeing" and is "fully aligned with the
steps they are taking to enhance quality
and streamline resources."

Boeing's woes have hit airlines globally. US
budget carrier Southwest Airlines, which
operates an all-Boeing fleet, had to lay off

workers company-wide for the first time
in its history, in part due to delivery
delays.However, most airline executives
have avoided direct public criticism of
Boeing since a closed-door revolt by
major US carriers led to the resignation of
CEO David Calhoun last
year.Campbell Wilson, the CEO of
Akasa's larger rival Air India,
which ordered 220 Boeing planes
in 2023, this week said global
aircraft shortage will persist for
four to five years and "we are
victims of circumstance.But as a
far smaller player, the stakes are
higher for Akasa, a loss-making
carrier on an expansion spree in
the world's fastest-growing
aviation market.Compared to Air
India and market leader IndiGo's
combined 90 per cent-plus market
dominance, Akasa, the country's third-
largest airline, has just a 4.7 per cent
domestic market share.Akasa's revenue
quadrupled to $356 million last year, but
its loss widened to $194 million from $86
million.

Exiting foreign investors hurt Dalal
Street rally, especially IT stocks

Continued selling by foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs),
which persisted in the first
half of March, could hurt
market sentiment. FPIs mostly

sold information technology W
+ . .

(IT) and consumer goods
stocks, with lingering concerns
over the US and Indian
economies.

New Delhi. Domestic stock markets
have been on a winning streak for the
past four days, and experts suggest that
positive domestic factors have set the
stage for a near-term rally on Dalal
Street. But one challenge could play
spoilsport: the ongoing foreign
investor exodus.

Continued selling by foreign portfolio

investors (FPIs), which persisted in
the first half of March, could hurt
market sentiment. FPIs mostly sold
information technology (IT) and
consumer goods stocks, with
lingering concerns over the US and
Indian economies.OVER RS 2.4
LAKH CRORE GONE

In the past six months, FPIs have
offloaded shares worth over Rs 2.4
lakh crore, triggering a major selloff on
Dalal Street.Data from stock
exchanges suggested that FPIs net sold
stocks worth over Rs 30,000 crore in
just March. Of these, IT stocks

accounted for nearly Rs 7,000 crore,
dragging the Nifty IT index down over
3%. The sector officially entered a bear
market on March 12, falling over 20%
from its recent peak.

Multiple analysts have warned that

despite positive domestic indicators,
Donald Trump’s uncertain tariff plan
and its impact on the US
economy have battered the
sector hard. This is because
India’s IT sector depends
significantly on US clients for
business.
DOUBLE DOWNGRADE FOR
ITSTOCKS
IT stocks are already feeling the
heat from Trump’s tariff plans,
but the situation could worsen
due to negative ratings by
brokerages.Global brokerage
firm Jefferies has double-downgraded
the IT sector to “underweight” from
“overweight” due to US economic
risks. Citi stopped short of a
downgrade but warned that worsening
US economic data could pressure the
sector further.

Stocks to watch on March 20: Wipro,
CEAT, Hyundai, Adani Enterprises

New Delhi. The stock market continued
its positive momentum for the third
straight session on Wednesday, with
benchmark indices closing higher.
However, IT and FMCG stocks faced
some pressure.The S&P BSE
Sensexgained 147.79 points to settle at
75,449.05, while the NSE Nifty50
added 73.30 points to close at
22,907.60.In today’s trading session,
shares of Adani Enterprises, Wipro,
Raymond, DMart, Trent, Hyundai
Motor, NHPC, and others will be in
focus due to key developments.IT
stocks are expected to remain in focus
today, as the sector reacts to the US
Federal Reserve’s decision to keep
interest rates unchanged. Since a huge
portion of revenue for Indian IT
companies comes from US-based
clients, any signals on future rate
movements could impact investor

Enterprises, through its subsidiary
Kutch Copper Limited (KCL), has set
up a joint venture named Praneetha
Ecocables Limited. This partnership
with Praneetha Ventures will focus on
manufacturing and distributing metal
products, cables, and wires.

WIPRO

IT giant Wipro has introduced its Agentic
Al services, designed to help countries
develop and deploy artificial
intelligence solutions while
maintaining data sovereignty. The
initiative is powered by NVIDIA Al
Enterprise software and aligns with the
growing global focus on Al-driven
novation.

RAYMOND

Nawaz Singhania has stepped down as
the non-executive director of
Raymond, with her resignation taking
effect on Thursday.

Avenue Supermarts, the operator of
DMart retail stores, has announced an
investment of Rs 175 crore into its
subsidiary, Avenue E-Commerce.

NHPC

The board of NHPC has approved a
borrowing plan to raise up to Rs 6,300
crore through non-convertible
debentures (NCDs) in the financial year
2025-26.

TRENT

Trent subsidiary Booker India will
acquire 100% equity of THPL Support
Services from Trent Hypermarket for
Rs166.36 crore.

HYUNDAIMOTOR

Hyundai Motor India has announced a
price hike of up to 3% on its vehicles,
effective April 2025.

CEAT

Tyre manufacturer CEAT is focusing on
expanding its presence in the premium

Sensex, Nifty rally in early
trade as US Fed holds rates;
IT stocks lead charge

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices opened
higher on Thursday, reacting positively to the US
Fed's decision to keep interest rates unchanged. IT
stocks led the rally in early trade as Dalal Street
continued positive momentum for the fourth
straight day.The S&P BSE Sensex gained 415.38
points to 75,864.43, while the NSE Nifty50 added
116.55t023,024.15as 0f9:24 am.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist,
Geojit Financial Services, said that the Fed holding
the rates and projecting lower growth at 1.7% and
higher inflation at 2.8% for 2025 are on expected
lines."More significant is the Fed chief’s comment
that policy can move either way depending on the
evolving outlook. The evolving outlook is highly
uncertain thanks to Trump’s tariff tantrums.
Broadly, the market will be on a wait and watch
mode till April 2nd when reciprocal tariffs will be
declared," he added.

Technology stocks led the market rally today with
impressive gains across the IT sector. Wipro
emerged as the top performer, surging 2.62%,
followed by Infosys (INFY) which gained a robust
2.46%. Eicher Motors (EICHERMOT) advanced
2.11%, showing strength in the auto segment. Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) climbed 1.91%,
while HCLTech (HCLTECH) rounded out the
gainers with a rise of 1.76%.0n the losing side,

UltraTech Cement (ULTRACEMCO) was the
biggest decliner, falling 0.82%, followed by
HDFC Life Insurance (HDFCLIFE) which
dropped 0.47%. Bajaj Finance retreated 0.41%,
while Larsen & Toubro (LT) slipped 0.22%, and
Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone
(ADANIPORTS) edged lower by 0.13%.Dalal
Street demonstrated broad-based strength today
with most sectoral indices trading in positive
territory. Leading the advances, Nifty IT and Nifty
Media both surged 2.20%, emerging as the top
performers.Nifty Auto showed significant
momentum with a gain of 0.86%, while Nifty
Realty climbed 0.60%. Nifty FMCG rose 0.54%,
and Nifty PSU Bank added 0.35%. Nifty Bank
moved up 0.24%, while Nifty Pharma increased
0.16%. Nifty Financial Services gained 0.15%,
with Nifty Private Bank and Nifty Financial
Services 25/50 inching higher by 0.14% and

sentiment in the sector.Adani

DMART

ultra-high-performance and.

0.12%respectively.

Will US Fed's rate pause derail
RBI's liquidity easing plans

With the US Fed on hold, will
RBI ease further? After
cutting the repo rate to
6.25% last month, the first
in nearly five years, markets
are watching for the central
bank's next move.

New Delhi. The US Federal Reserve kept

its benchmark interest rate steady at
4.25%-4.50%, as expected. While
markets took it positively, with gains on
both Wall Street and Dalal Street, the
bigger question now is how this affects
India.The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has already started liquidity easing, and
there’s growing speculation that another
25 bps rate cut could be on the
horizon.DECODING US FED’S

POLICY DECISION

The Fed’s decision came with warnings.
GDP growth forecasts for 2025 were cut
to 1.7%, and core inflation is expected to
rise from 2.5% to 2.8%. The
unemployment rate has also inched up to
4.4%.But despite this, the central
bank is sticking to its guidance of
two rate cuts this year.

Ankita Pathak, Fund Manager at
Ionic Asset by Angel One, said,
“The Fed expectedly and
unanimously paused rates at
4.25%-4.50%, after having
delivered 100 bps of cuts so far.
Powell noted that uncertainty has
increased, and consumer spending
ismoderating.”

The key change was the pace of
Quantitative Tightening (QT), with
Treasury redemptions being lowered
from $25 billion to $5 billion a month.
This means liquidity conditions may not
tighten as much as previously expected.

WHAT COULD BERBI’SNEXTMOVE

With the Fed holding rates, domestic
markets are now watching the RBIL

Unlike the US, India’s inflation is
relatively under control, and growth
remains strong. The RBI had reduced the
key repo rate to 6.25% after a 25 bps rate
cut last month.his rate cut came after
nearly five long years. And given the fact

that the RBI remains focused on easing
liquidity, the case for a rate cut is
building.Dhawal Ghanshyam Dhanani,
Fund Manager at SAMCO Mutual Fund,

said, “The US Fed delivered on
expectations with no major surprises.
Though there was a status quo on rates,

GDP was revised down, and inflation was
revised up. The Fed’s stance could create
a tailwind for global equities.”Foreign
institutional investors (FIIs) have been
cautious in recent months, but a dovish
Fed could bring back risk appetite. If the
RBI signals an upcoming rate
cut, it could further boost
domestic stock markets.
TRUMP’S TARIFFS COULD
SPOILPLAN
One factor complicating the
picture is the impact of tariffs.
The return of trade restrictions
under Trump could add to
global inflationary pressures,
making it harder for central
banks, including the RBI, to
justify rate cuts.
Apurva Sheth, Head of Market
Perspectives at SAMCO Securities, said,
“The market seems too focused on the
Fed’s rate cut promise. GDP growth has
been revised down, inflation is going up,
and unemployment is rising. If all these
macro data points suggest stagflation,
why is the market celebrating?”’
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Delhi HC seeks reply on illegal slaughterhouses

After 40 Years, Rape Survivor
Gets Justice From Supreme Court

||
Citing aviation safety
risks, the PIL says the
establishments near IGIA
not only violate regulatory
norms but also attract

large flocks of birds.
- E—

NEW DELHL. The persistent menace of bird
strikes at Indira Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport has once again landed in the
courtroom; the Delhi High Court on
Wednesday issued notices to authorities on
a PIL demanding urgent action to mitigate
aviation hazards linked to illegal
slaughterhouses operating in the vicinity of
airports. The PIL, filed by activist Gauri
Maulekhi, highlights the alarming
frequency of bird-aircraft collisions,
attributing them to unchecked proliferation
of meat shops and slaughterhouses near the
airport. Citing aviation safety risks, the plea
argues that these establishments not only

large flocks of birds, significantly
increasing the likelihood of collisions.

A division bench comprising Chief Justice

Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela sought responses from
multiple authorities, including the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation,
Airports Authority of India, Food
Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI), Delhi
Government, Delhi Pollution
Control Committec. Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, Delhi §
Development Authority, and
Delhi Police.The court
emphasised the need for concrete
action and directed respondents to
provide details on the enforcement ==
of relevant regulations,

particularly Aircraft Rules, |
1937.“Given the concerns raised, =
replies must not only address the

allegations but also outline the steps taken
to tackle the issue,” the bench said, listing
the matter for hearing on May 14.The plea
demands stringent measures against
unauthorised meat shops and
slaughterhouses within a 10-kilometer
radius of the IGI Airport. It calls upon

FSSAI and the Delhi Government to
conduct rigorous inspections, collect
samples, and initiate legal action against
violators.It also urges the Delhi Police to
register FIRs and launch investigations
against slaughter facilities operating
illegally.“The primary reason for

-u’f:m
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occurrence of such incidents is presence of
slaughterhouses/meat shops/dairy farms
and environmental pollution around IGI
Airport... Aircraft Rules, 1937, and the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak, 2024
prohibit slaughter of animal or disposal of
any garbage related thereto, likely to attract

birds/animals, within a radius of 10 km
from the aerodrome reference point,” the
plearead.

It further said a contravention of the said Rule

constitutes cognizable penal offence.
“While the respondents have
acknowledged the said six causes have
increased BASH (Bird/Wildlife
Aircraft Strike Hazard) accidents,
no effective measures/steps have
been taken by the respondents to
curb the menace,” the plea
alleged.Highlighting the broader
implications, the petition
underscores the catastrophic
consequences a bird strike can have
— not just for aircraft and
passenger safety, but also residents
of surrounding areas in the event of
accident.“During 2018-2023, the
total number of bird strikes at [GI
Airport, standing at 705 incidents,
outnumbered combined bird strikes
incidents reported across 29 airports in six
different States,” the plea states.The PIL
also calls for implementation of a Bird
Avoidance Model at IGI Airport, stressing
the need for coordinated action through the
Airfield Environment.

New Delhi, Upholding a man's conviction in a 39-

year-old rape case, the Supreme Court has
commiserated with the woman and her family,
who had to wait so long for closure. "Itis a matter
of great sadness that this minor girl and her
family have to go through nearly four decades of
life, waiting to close this horrific chapter of
her/their lives," said the bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sanjay Karol, setting aside the
Rajasthan High Court's July 2013 verdict
acquitting the man.The woman, who was a
minorin 1986, was raped by a21-year-old man.
In November 1987, he was convicted by a trial
court and given a seven-year jail term.

Over the years, the case ran the gamut of various

court-rooms till it ended in the Rajasthan High
Court, which acquitted him citing the lack of
strong statements from prosecution witnesses,
including the assaulted child. "The child witness
(victim), it is true, has not deposed anything

violate regulatory norms but also attract

Body of missing Delhi woman
found in canal tied to a rock,
friend arrested

NEW DELHI.A woman was strangled, and her body was
dumped in a canal after being tied to a rock by her friend
in Delhi. The body of the woman, named Komal, was
found in the Chhawla canal on March 17, five days since
she went missing.A police investigation has revealed
that Komal, a resident of Sundar Nagri in north-east
Delhi's Seemapuri, was murdered by Asif, a close
acquaintance.Asif, a taxi driver, had picked her up in his
car from the Seemapuri area on March 12. However, a
heated argument broke out between them during the
journey. Asif then strangled Komal to death and dumped

her body in the Chhawla canal after tying it to a rock so
thatitdidn't float.

On March 17, Komal's body floated to the surface due to
decomposition. Locals alerted the police. following
which a murder case was registered at the Chhawla
police station.A kidnapping case was already registered
at the Seemapuri police station on March 12 after Komal
went missing.

Asif has been arrested, and the car used in the crime has
been seized by the police. Investigations are underway to
find if anyone else was involved in the murder. The case
comes at a time when another grisly murder in
neighbouring Uttar Pradesh has sparked outrage. A man
was murdered, and his body was chopped into several
parts before being dumped into a drum filled with liquid
cement by his wife and her lover in Meerut.The accused
dumped the body parts in a cement drum to minimise the
smell of rotting flesh. Both the woman, Muskaan, and
her lover, Sahil Shukla, have been arrested.

"Andhra's Saddam Hussein":

Minister Nara Lokesh Jabs Jagan
Reddy

New Delhi. YSR Congress leader Jagan Mohan Reddy
thought he was the Saddam Hussein of Andhra Pradesh
and would stay in power for 30 years, TDP leader and
minister Nara Lokesh said today, hitting out at the
former Chief Minister amid the row over his lavish
mansion at Rushikonda Hills. "It was a project of
Andhra Pradesh's tourism department before it was
converted into a 'sheesh mahal'. Former Chief Minister
Jagan Mohan Reddy thought that he was the 'Saddam
Hussain' of Andhra Pradesh and that he would remain
in power for 30 years," Mr Lokesh, who is the son of
TDPleaderand Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu.

Saddam Hussein was Iraq's dictator and ruled the country
from 1979 to 2003. His administration is widely seen as
totalitarian and the Ba'ath party leader is held
responsible for mass killings and numerous other acts
of repression."My grandfather was the Chief Minister,
my father is Chief Minister, but I have never seen such
big rooms. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change has also imposed penalties of Rs 200
crores on the state, and 'sheesh mahal’ was built there,"
he said.

Mr Lokesh said the YSRCP chief has a small family "His
sister and mother have been removed from the family.
For four people to live in a house, Rs 700 crore was
spent. Even the Prime Minister doesn't have such a big
house," he said, adding that the TDP government will
take a call on what to do with the palatial house.The son
of late YS Rajasckhara Reddy, former chief minister of
undivided Andhra Pradesh, Jagan Mohan Reddy fell
out with his sister Y'S Sharmila over her decision to join

the Congress. The siblings' mother YS Vijayalakshmi

has backed her daughter.

Following the TDP's thumping win and return to power in
the Andhra polls last year, the Chandrababu Naidu
government has accused the previous regime of gross
misuse of public money.

Bird strikes at Delhi airport pose
threat to flyers' lives, High Court told

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High
Court on Wednesday issued a
notice based on a plea seeking
immediate and effective
measures to prevent bird strike
hazards and to implement the
Bird Avoidance Model at Delhi
Airport.The petitioner
expressed concern over the
increasing number of wildlife-
aircraft strikes witnessed in
Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport.The 5
petition, filed by Karanjawala &
Co., said that bird and wildlife
encounters with aircraft at IGI Airport
not only pose a threat to the life and
safety of passengers on board but also
to residents of nearby areas in the
event of an aircraft crash.

The plea further mentioned that there

The petitioner cited the presence of
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were 705 incidents of bird strikes at
the IGI Airport, way higher than the
combined incidents of bird strikes
reported from 29 airports across six
states.

slaughterhouses, meat shops, dairy

farms, and environmental
pollution around IGI Airport as
one of the primary reasons
behind the increasing
encounters.It was argued that the
operation of these establishments
and the disposal of waste in the
vicinity of IGI Airport are in
violation of various statutes.The
High Court issued a notice to the
Centre, Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI), Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD), Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC), and

Delhi Police, directing them to file a
detailed affidavit within six weeks.

The Court stated that it wants to review
the steps taken to address these
concerns and has listed the matter for
further hearing on May 14.

Delhi police challenge NHRC order

sought a response from the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC)

on a plea by the Commissioner of Delhi The matter escalated further when the

Police, contesting the
compensation awarded for
an alleged wrongful arrest in
a murder case.The case
stems from the brutal killing
of Satish Babu Gupta, a
senior citizen whose body
was discovered in his home
in a harrowing condition —
his legs bound and left
hanging off the bed, bearing
multiple injuries. The crime
triggered a rigorous police
probe, leading to the arrest
of four individuals accused
of murder and dacoity. The
police subsequently filed a
chargesheet against them
before the Additional Sessions Judge.

However, the case took a dramatic turn

when Naseem, the brother of one of the
accused, pleaded before the NHRC
asserting that his sibling had been
falsely implicated. He demanded both

over compensation for wrongful arrest

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High Court has

his brother’s release and financial Taking cognizance of the issue, the

compensation for what he described as
anunlawful arrest and detention.

trial court discharged all the accused
due to a lack of conclusive evidence.

The court also recommended
departmental action against
investigating officers, including the
Station House Officer and the Assistant
Commissioner of Police.

NHRC conducted an independent
inquiry and subsequently directed
Delhi

Police to compensate the
wrongfully arrested individual
with Rs 1 lakh. This directive,
however, did not sit well with the
city’s top cop, prompting the
Commissioner to challenge the
NHRC’s order.Representing the
Delhi Police. Centre’s standing
counsel Advocate Ashish Dixit
argued that the investigation had
been carried out in accordance
with law and based on the
evidence available at the time.

He emphasised that the mere

discharge of the accused did not
automatically imply malicious or
improper intent behind the police
action.Dixit contended that the
compensation order lacked a legal

basis, as police had acted within their
statutory authority while handling the
case.He urged the court to quash the
NHRC recommendation, asserting that
law enforcement cannot be penalised
forinvestigative outcomes.

about the commission of the offence against her.
When asked about the incident, the trial judge
records that 'V' (victim) was silent, and upon
being further asked, only shed silent tears and
nothing more," the bench said.But this cannot be
counted as a factor in favour of the accused, the
judges said. The silence of the child had
stemmed from the trauma.

The silence of a child cannot be equated with that
an adult survivor, which again has to be weighed
inits own circumstances, the judges said.

A child "traumatised at a tender age by this ghastly
imposition upon her" cannot be the basis on
which the accused can be put behind bars". It
would be unfair to "burden her young shoulders
with the weight of the entire prosecution," the
Jjudges said.

Delhi Government Plans

Artificial Rain Trial To
Combat Smog

New Delhi. The Delhi government plans to
conduct artificial rain trials, a move hinging on
the success of the upcoming water sample tests,
alongside a series of large-scale anti-pollution
projects designed to target multiple pollution
hotspots across Delhi-NCR to ensure a
widespread, lasting impact.In an interview with
PTI, Environent Minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa said the government is actively working
on reducing pollution, with visible
improvements already seen and efforts
accelerating to ensure better air quality than in
previous years.

Manjinder Sirsa said that the government is
considering a plan for artificial rain, and a study
is underway. "We have asked for detailed
reports to determine whether the chemicals
used in artificial rain could have any harmful
effects on the human body or skin."Based on the
report, we will conduct a small-scale test in an
outer Delhi area, and water samples will be
analysed to ensure there are no adverse effects.
If the tests are successful and the samples show
no side-effects, we will move forward with the
plan." Talking about the smog tower project,
Manjinder Sirsa acknowledged it as a "failure"
and told PTI that the BIP government will soon
announce a new plan that will operate on a
multi-area scale to make a noticeable difference
across Delhi-NCR.He said the focus will be on
targeting pollution sources directly and
working to eliminate or reduce them.

The national capital's air quality worsens
significantly during peak winter, with the air
quality index (AQI) often crossing 450 -among
the worst in the country.The BJP government,
which took charge of Delhi after 26 years, has
vowed to tackle pollution. Manjinder Sirsa,
who assumed office last month, said the BJP is
committed to cleaning and beautifying Delhi,
with efforts set to intensify in the coming
months.

Survey to spot redundant signals
in Delhi for smoother traffic flow

NEW DELHLI. In a bid to enhance traffic

management and reduce unnecessary
expenses, the Delhi Police is planning to
conduct a comprehensive survey of
traffic signals across the national capital.
The survey will focus on identifying
signals that have become redundant due
to changes in traffic patterns, road
infrastructure or urban
planning. Additional Commissioner of
Police (Traffic Headquarters), Satyavir
Katara, stated that the study will assess
the relevance and necessity of each traffic
signal. The objective is to determine
whether signals should remain in their
current locations, be relocated or
removed entirely. “This survey will help
us evaluate which signals are essential
and which can be removed or
repositioned to improve efficiency,”
Katara said.He added that the initiative is
expected to streamline traffic flow and
ease congestion in key areas. Currently,
there are more than 1,000 traffic signals
across the city. A detailed plan for further

development will be formulated once the
survey is completed.
"We will assign traffic staff to various

signals. They will analyse the on-ground

situation and submit their reports.
Based on these reports, we will
determine which signals arc 8
necessary and which can be £
shifted,” Katara said. One of the =,
primary goals of the survey is to §
minimise the financial burden of &
maintaining unnecessary traffic % *
signals.Signals require regular
maintenance, power supply, and
operational checks, all of which
contribute to the city’s expenses.
By removing redundant signals,
the authorities hope to reduce
these costs while improving
traffic management.

The police also emphasised that removing
redundant signals would allow for
smoother traffic flow. For example, if
there is a traffic signal located between
two flyovers with a distance of only 100

to 200 metres, it could be removed to
avoid hindering traffic movement. This
would enable vehicles to make U-turns
under the flyovers without interruption.

emissions when vehicles are idling.
However, the report highlighted that 40%
of these countdown timers were not
functioning properly, with many traffic

signals showing malfunctions

s of March 2020, Delhi Police

l . - and a lack of advisory messages.
A
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had installed 1,029 traffic signals
and 1,018 countdown timers
across the city.

Plan to Ease Congestion

Primary focus on identifying
signals that have become
redundant due to changes in
traffic patterns, road
infrastructure or urban
planningThe objective is to
determine whether signals
should remain in their current
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A leaked report from the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) during the first
assembly session revealed that the
countdown timers installed at traffic
signals help drivers make informed
decisions about whether to switch off
their vehicle engines, which can reduce

locations, be relocated or removed
entirelyAccording to the officials, the
initiative is expected to streamline traffic
flow and ease congestion in key
areasCurrently, there are more than 1,000
traffic signals across the national capital.
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Trump threatens Houthi
rebels that they'll be
'completely annihilated' as
airstrikes pound Yemen

DUBAI. U.S. President Donald Trump threatened
Yemen's Houthi rebels on Wednesday that they'll be
"completely annihilated" as American airstrikes
pounded locations under their control, while further
pressuring the group's main benefactor Iran.

Strikes hit Sanaa, Yemen's rebel-held capital, as well as
their stronghold of Saada in the country's northwest
on Wednesday night, the Houthi's al-Maisrah
satellite news channel reported. It aired footage
showing firefighters battling a blaze in Sanaa and
damaged at what it described as a sheep farm in al-
Jawf.It also said strikes happenedovernight Tuesday,
though the U.S. military has not offered a breakdown
of places targeted since the airstrikes campaign
began. The first strikes this weekend killed at least 53
people, including children, and wounded others.

As the strikes hit, Trump wrote on his Truth Social
website that "tremendous damage has been inflicted
upon the Houthi barbarians.""Watch how it will get
progressively worse — It's not even a fair fight, and
never will be," Trump added. "They will be
completely annihilated!"Meanwhile, Trump again
warned Iran not to arm the Houthis, claiming without
offering evidence that Tehran "has lessened its
intensity on Military Equipment and General
Support to the Houthis."Meanwhile, Trump again
warned Iran not to arm the Houthis, claiming without
offering evidence that Tehran "has lessened its
intensity on Military Equipment and General
Support to the Houthis. "Iran must stop the sending of
these Supplies IMMEDIATELY," he wrote.Iran has
long armed the Houthis, who are members of Islam's
minority Shiite Zaydi sect that ruled Yemen for 1,000
years until 1962. Tehran routinely denies arming the
rebels, despite physical evidence, numerous seizures
and experts tying the weapons to Iran. That's likely
because Tehran wants to avoid sanctions for
violating a United Nations arms embargo on the
Houthis.Iran's state-run IRNA news agency
acknowledged Trump's comments and cited remarks
previously made by Iran's ambassador to the United
Nations, Amir Saeed Iravani, that said Trump made
"baseless accusations."The Houthi rebels attacked
over 100 merchant vessels with missiles and drones,
sinking two vessels and killing four sailors, from
November 2023 until January this year when a
ceasefire began in Gaza. The campaign also greatly
raised the Houthis' profile in the wider Arab world
and tamped down on public criticism against their
human rights abuses and crackdowns on dissent and
aid workers.

FBI agent who criticized
bureau arrested on charges of
sharing confidential
information

NEW YORK. An FBI agent who has previously
criticized the bureau was arrested this week on
charges of illegally disclosing classified information,
according to court records filed Tuesday.

Johnathan Buma, who has worked for the FBI for 15
years, allegedly printed copies of confidential FBI
documents and messages and later shared the
material with associates as part of a draft of a book he
was writing during his time in the bureau.

He was arrested Monday at a departure gate at John F.
Kennedy International Airport in New York as he was
waiting to board an international flight, court records
said.An attorney representing Buma did not
immediately return an emailed request for comment.

Buma has raised issues with how the FBI was handling
certain investigations through statements to news
media, various government agencies and Congress,
according to the filing.

Lelenskyy and Putin have
agreed to a limited ceasefire,
but implementation is work
in progress

KYIV. Ukraine and Russia agreed in principle to a
limited ceasefire after President Donald Trump spoke
with the countries' leaders this week, though it remains
to be seen when it might take effect and what possible
targets would be off limits to attack.

The tentative deal to partially rein in the grinding war
came after Russian President Vladimir Putin rebuffed
Trump's push for a full 30-day ceasefire. The difficulty
in getting the combatants to agree not to target one
another's energy infrastructure highlights the
challenges Trump will face in trying to fulfill his
campaign pledge to quickly end to the war.

After aroughly hourlong call with Trump on Wednesday
that both leaders said went well, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy told reporters that "technical"
talks in Saudi Arabia this weekend would seek to
resolve what types of infrastructure would be
protected under the agreement.But it was immediately
clear that the three parties had different views about
what the pact entailed, with the White House saying
"energy and infrastructure" would be covered, the
Kremlin saying the agreement referred more narrowly
to "energy infrastructure," and Zelenskyy saying he'd
also like railways and ports to be protected."One of the
first steps toward fully ending the war could be ending
strikes on energy and other civilian infrastructure,"
Zelenskyy said on social media following his call with
Trump, which came a day after the U.S. president held
similar talks with Putin. "I supported this step, and
Ukraine confirmed that we are ready to implement it."

During their call, Trump suggested that Zelenskyy
should consider giving the U.S. ownership of
Ukraine's power plants to ensure their long-term
security, according to a White House statement from
Secretary of State Marco Rubio and national security
adviser Mike Waltz.
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Zelenskyy agrees to 30-day limited

ceasefire with Putin after Trump call

one another’s energy infrastructure
highlights the challenges Trump will face
in trying to fulfil his campaign pledge to
quickly end the warAfter a roughly

Ukraine and Russia agreed in

principle to a limited ceasefire after

Donald Trump's mediation, but
differences remain over which

infrastructure will be protected. Talks

hourlong call with Trump on Wednesday
that both leaders said went well, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told
reporters that “technical” talks in Saudi
Arabia this weekend would seek to resolve

in Saudi Arabia will clarify the pact's

scope.

Kyiv. Ukraine and Russia agreed in principle
to alimited ceasefire after President Donald
Trump spoke with the countries’ leaders
this week, though it remains to be seen
when it might take effect and what possible

targets would be off limits to attack.

The tentative deal to partially rein in the
grinding war came after Russian President
Vladimir Putin rebuffed Trump’s push for a
full 30-day ceasefire. The difficulty in
getting the combatants to agree not to target

“energy and infrastructure”

referred more narrowly to

what types of infrastructure would be
protected under the agreement.But it was
immediately clear that the three parties
had different views about what the pact
entailed, with the White House saying
would be
covered, the Kremlin saying the agreement
“energy
infrastructure,” and Zelenskyy saying he’d
also like railways and ports to be protected.
“One of the first steps towards fully ending
the war could be ending strikes on energy
and other civilian infrastructure,”
Zelenskyy said on social media following
his call with Trump, which came a day after
the US president held similar talks with

Israel begins ground assault in Gaza,
captures key corridor: This is last warning

Israel begins targeted ground
activities in central, south Gaza
Ground offensive comes day after
Israeli airstrikes kill 400

Military regains control of key
Netzarim Corridor, ceasefire ends

_

world. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
on Thursday announced that it has
launched a new 'pinpointed' ground
offensive in central and southern Gaza,
regaining control of akey land corridor.
The ground operations came just a day
after heavy aerial bombardments on
the strip which reportedly killed over
400 people, bringing an abrupt end to a
two-month-old ceasefire with Hamas.

In a social media post, the IDF said that
its troops "began targeted ground
activities in central and southern Gaza,
over the past day, in order to expand
the security zone and to create a partial
buffer between northern and southern
Gaza".The military said its forces
retook control of the centre of the
Netzarim Corridor. According to the

Times of Israel, troops from the 252nd
Division advanced into the Netzarim
Corridor, the key route dividing Gaza
into northern and southern sectors,
seizing control of roughly half the
corridor, reaching as far as the Salah
a-Din road.The IDF simultaneously
announced the deployment of the elite
Golani Brigade to the southern Gaza

border, positioning the unit in
preparation for potential operations
inside the strip."The IDF will continue
to operate against terrorist
organizations in Gaza to protect the
citizens of the State of Israel," it
said.Israel has accused Hamas of
repeatedly refusing to release hostages
and turning down mediator proposals.
In response, Hamas has blamed Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for
shattering the truce and endangering

hostages with what it called "reckless
and unilateral" actions.Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz issued a "last
warning" to the people of Gaza to
accept US President Donald Trump's
suggestion and remove Hamas from
the strip."Residents of Gaza, this is the
last warning. Take the advice of the
President of the United States. Return
the hostages and remove Hamas, and
other options will open up for you --
including the possibility of leaving for
other places in the world for those who
want to," Katz added.The recent
onslaught, which included sending
more troops to southern Gaza,
threatened to drag the sides into an all-
out war again.The ceasefire offered
brief relief to war-weary Palestinians,
opened the door for desperately-
needed humanitarian aid to flow into
Gaza, and secured the release of
dozens of hostages who had been held
captive for over 15 months.Defending
the resumption of the offensive into the
Gaza Strip, Isracli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said that the war
would continue until Hamas's
governing authority and military
infrastructure were entirely
dismantled.

3 suspected thieves killed in shootout with
cops in Brazil, protesters torch hus

noticing their presence in the suburb of The men are suspected of carrying out

«Suspects fled area in vehicle after
seeing cops' presence in Sao
Paulo

wFirearms and ammunition seized
from vehicle driven by thieves

«Men were suspected of carrying
out house burglaries

—

Rio de Janeiro, Brazilian military police
killed at least three men in the Sao
Paulo area in what officials said on
Wednesday was an exchange of fire
when officers engaged with suspected
burglars. The deaths prompted
protesters to seta bus on fire.

Sao Paulo's security agency said in a
statement that military police had
become suspicious on Tuesday
afternoon when a vehicle fled after

Guarulhos. There was an exchange of
fire and four occupants of the car were
hit, the statement said.An ambulance

house burglaries, according to Gl,
which reported that the vehicle was
involved in a burglary last week.

came and found three of them dead. Sao Paulo officials said civilian police

The fourth person, aged 22, was
hospitalised. Local media G1 outlet
reported that he also died, but the
secretariat for public security did not
confirm his death.The military police
seized three firearms along with
ammunition from the vehicle.

are investigating the incident.
Protesters later set a bus on fire on
Tuesday evening in the Sao
Paulo metro area.Watchdogs
have decried an uptick in police
violence since Sao Paulo state
Governor Tarcisio de Freitas
took office in early 2023.De
Freitas is an ally of former far-
right President Jair Bolsonaro,
who has repeatedly voiced
support for giving police carte
blanche to kill criminals.In 2024, Sao
Paulo's military police killed 769
people, a 67 per cent increase
compared to 460 killings the previous
year, according to data from Sao
Paulo's Public Prosecutor's Office.

Never been closer to peace,
Putin, Zelenskyy agree to 30-day truce

world. Moments after Moscow and Kyiv
agreed to a limited ceasefire following a
one-hour call between US President
Donald Trump and his Ukrainian
counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy, White
House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt on
Thursday said that a "lasting ceasefire" is in
the works and that the two sides have never
been closer to peace."Right now, we're at a
partial ceasefire. But again, the President is
sending his highly skilled, intelligent and
experienced team to Saudi Arabia later this
week to continue fighting for peace in this
conflict. And I would just reiterate one
more time: we have never been closer to

peace than we are today," she said.

What started as a public fallout between
Trump and Zelenskyy at the White House a
few weeks ago ended in an hour-long phone
call during which both leaders struck a

according to

reports.Compared to their last interaction at
the Oval Office in Washington DC, the
exchange between the two leaders was in

positive tone,

stark contrast, as they held what Zelenskyy
described as a "positive, very substantive,
and frank" phone call -- away from media

glare and attention.So much so,
following the call, White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt expressed
confidence, hoping for a lasting peace deal
soon. "We are now at that place where we
are talking about that. So we've moved

that,

Putin. “T supported this step, and Ukraine
confirmed that we are ready to implement
it.”During their call, Trump suggested that
Zelenskyy should consider giving the US
ownership of Ukraine’s power plants to
ensure their long-term security, according
to a White House statement from Secretary
of State Marco Rubio and National Security
Adviser Mike Waltz. Trump told Zelenskyy
that the US could be “very helpful in
running those plants with its electricity and
utility expertise,” the statement said. Trump
suggested “American ownership of those
plants could be the best protection for that

beyond just the economic minerals deal
framework, and we're looking at a lasting
ceasefire," she added.Recalling the public
spat between the two leaders during their
last meeting, Leavitt said: "In that meeting
between President Zelenskyy and
President Trump (in the Oval Office), the
Ukrainian President at the time wasn’t
talking about a greater peace deal."

infrastructure,” according to White
House officials. The idea was floated
even as the Trump administration looks
to finalise an agreement to gain access
to Ukraine’s critical minerals as partial
repayment for US support for Ukraine
during the war.Zelenskyy, though, said
the conversation focused on the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant —
which is the largest of its kind in
Europe and has been under Russian
control since early in the war. He said
Trump posed the idea of “an
understanding” in which “the United States
can recover” the plant.The call, which
Zelenskyy described as “fruitful,” came
just weeks after a disastrous Oval Office
meeting between the two leaders that led to
Trump temporarily pausing intelligence
sharing and military aid to Ukraine.During
the call, Zelenskyy requested additional
Patriot defence missile systems. Rubio and
Waltz said Trump “agreed to work with him
to find what was available, particularly in
Europe.”

US responds amid row
over spy chief's minority
persecution in
Bangladesh remarks

world. Amid a row over US spy chief Tulsi Gabbard's

remarks on violence against minorities in Bangladesh,
the White House said on Wednesday that America has
welcomed measures taken by the interim government
of the Asian nation to "ensure safety and security for
all".Speaking at a media briefing, spokesperson for the
US Department of State Tammy Bruce said that
America condemns any instances of violence or
intolerance towards minorities in any country."We
condemn any instances of violence or intolerance
directed towards members of minority communities in
any country and have welcomed measures taken by
Bangladesh's interim government to ensure safety and
security for all in Bangladesh. That's what we're
watching. That's what we expect. And that will be what
continues," she added.There has been a storm over the
recent remarks by Gabbard to an Indian TV channel
wherein she claimed that the violence against
minorities in Bangladesh and the threat of Islamic
terrorists in the Asian nation was rooted in the
"ideology and objective to rule and govern with an
Islamist Caliphate".

She further said that while talks are just starting between

US President Donald Trump and the Muhammad
Yunus-headed Bangladesh interim government, the
matter of Islamic terrorism continues to be a "central
focus of concern".The remarks drew sharp criticism
from the Bangladesh government, which called them
"misleading and damaging" to the reputation of the
country. In a statement, the Bangladesh Chief Adviser's
office said that Gabbard's statements paint an "entire
nation with a broad and unjustified brush".

"This statement is both misleading and damaging to the

image and reputation of Bangladesh, a nation whose
traditional practice of Islam has been famously
inclusive and peaceful and that has made remarkable
strides in its fight against extremism and terrorism," the
statement added.It said that despite facing challenges of
extremism, Bangladesh has continuously worked in
"partnership with the international community,
including the US" to address the issues via law
enforcement, social reforms and other counterterrorism
efforts.

says US as

In their previous meetmg, Trump had
accused Zelenskyy of "gambling with
World War Three." However, today Trump
called the hour-long interaction with
Zelenskyy "very good," adding, "we are
very much on track."Now, all eyes are on
the scope of the limited ceasefire between
Russia and Ukraine, which is set to be
discussed in Saudi Arabia's Jeddah on
Sunday, Trump’s special envoy Steve
Witkoff told Fox News earlier this week
following the US President’s phone call
with his Russian counterpart, Vladimir
Putin.After his call with Trump, Zelenskyy
also confirmed that technical discussions
regarding the partial ceasefire will take
place in Saudi Arabia this week. However,
Putin has presented a long list of conditions
-- including halting military aid to Ukraine
-- which Zelenskyy has vehemently
opposed. Going forward, Zelenskyy has
maintained that Ukraine is not willing to
give up any land occupied by Russian
forces.
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Shakib Al Hasan's
action cleared after
reassessment

The veteran all-rounder's last
competitive outing was against
India in the second Test at Kanpur
in October 2024.

DHAKA. Former Bangladesh skipper Shakib
Al Hasan has been cleared of a suspect
bowling action, and now he will be able to
resume his left-arm spin.Shakib will now be
able to bowl in ODIs and leagues around the
world, where he plies his trade after retiring
from Tests and T20s."The news is right
(clearing the bowling test) and I am cleared
to bowl again," Shakib told Cricbuzz.

However, Shakib did not mention where he
took the third reassessment of his action.

The veteran all-rounder's last competitive
outing was against India in the second Test
at Kanpur in October 2024.But last
December, Shakib was suspended from
bowling after his action was found illegal in
an English County game for Surrey. The
County match took place in September last
year, but the result of the independent

testing at the Loughborough University was
revealed in December. Later. the 37-year-old
underwent a second independent test in
Chennai in January, but could not get his
action cleared. Hence, he was not picked in
Bangladesh's squad for the ICC Champions
Trophy, which he earmarked as his final
outing in international cricket. Bangladesh's
next ODI assignment is an away series
against Sri Lanka, and Shakib could feature
in that, as he is not part of either Indian
Premier League or the Pakistan Super
League.The all-rounder had participated in
last year's IPL auction and in the PSL draftin
January but could not find any takers.

MS Dhoni still has the fastest
hands in the world as a
wicketkeeper: Robin Uthappa

New Delhi. Robin Uthappa said that MS
Dhoni’s hunger to succeed on the field hasn’t
died down and one could expect “glimpses of
his brilliance” in the 2025 edition of the Indian
Premier League (IPL). The 43-year-old
Dhoni is all set to take part in his 18th season
of the cash-rich league when Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) lock horns with Mumbai
Indians (MI) on March 23 at the MA
Chidambaram Uthappa, who played
alongside Dhoni at CSK, said that Dhoni is
likely to bat at No.7 and 8, unleashing his
wide range of shots in the death overs.
Uthappa also said that even into his 40s,
Dhoni has the ‘fastest hands in the world’ as a
wicketkeeper."As far as Mahi is concerned, |
think we will get to see glimpses of his
brilliance because [ have a feeling that he
might bat at number 7 or number 8. Very
much like last year, and we will see him bat
between 12 and 20 balls through the season,"
Uthappa said, as quoted by PTT.

*Dhoni’s love for the game has not dwindled’

Before the mega auction last year in Jeddah,

CSK retained Dhoni as an uncapped player
for Rs 4 crore under a rule that allowed teams
to retain players who haven't played
international cricket in the last five years."l
don't think the passion ever dies. MS' love for
the game has not dwindled at all. I think his
passion for the game keeps him going. At43.1
think he's got the fastest hands in the world as
awicketkeeper,” Uthappa said.

“And if you've got those skills and if you've got
the passion to keep going. 1 don't think
anything should stop you. I won't be surprised
if he retires at the end of the season. But |
won't be surprised if he even goes on to play
for another four seasons after this,” Uthappa
added.In 264 matches since the inaugural IPL
edition back in 2008, Dhoni has notched 5243
runs at an average of 39.12 and a strike-rate of
137.53 with 24 fifties.

New Delhi

Srikanth will next be up against Shi Feng Li of

Team India gets Rs 58 crore cash reward from BCCI
for Champions Trophy win - here's the break-up

New Delhi. The Indian team's triumph in the

[CC Champions Trophy earlier this month
has earned them a whopping cash reward of
Rs 58 crore from the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), who made the
announcement on Thursday.

"The Board of Control for Cricket in India

(BCCI) is delighted to announce a cash
reward of INR 58 Crore for Team India
following their triumph at the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025. This financial
recognition honours the players, coaching
and support staff and members of the Men’s
Selection Committee,” the board said in a
statement.

Go Beyond The Boundary with our

YouTube channel. SUBSCRIBE NOW!

India defeated New Zealand in the final on

March 9 at the Dubai International Cricket
Stadium by four wickets to register their
third Champions Trophy triumph.

How the prize money gets distributed
TOI has learnt that as per the breakup of this

booty, each player in the 15-man squad will
receive Rs 3 crore from the BCCIL In
addition to this, the BCCI has decided that
the entire ICC prize money for winning the
2025 Champions Trophy (US$ 2.24 million,

tournament with five wins.

In the group stage, India defeated Bangladesh
and Pakistan by an identical margin of six
wickets, followed by a victory over New
Zaland by 44 runs in the last group game.

In the semi-final, India defeated Australia by
four wickets to secure a place in the title
match.“Winning back-to-back ICC titles is
special and this reward recognizes Team
India’s dedication and excellence on the
global stage," BCCI president, Roger Binny,
was quoted in the press release.

or Rs 20 cr) will be shared by the Team India "The cash award is a recognition of the hard

players alone.

India's unbeaten run to lift the trophy saw

Rohit Shama & Co dominating the

work that everyone puts in behind the
scenes. This was also our second ICC
Trophy in 2025, following the 1CC UI19

Meanwhile,

Women’s World Cup triumph and it
highlights the strong cricketing ecosystem in
place in our country,” he added.

Prize money for Gambhir, Agarkar and other
national selectors too

India's head coach Gautam
Gambhir too will receive the same amount
(Rs 3 cr) as the players, while each member
of the support staff will receive Rs 50 lakhs,
from the BCCT for clinching the Champions
Trophy.India's chief selector Ajit Agarkar
will receive Rs 30 lakhs, while the other four
national selectors will receive Rs 25 lakhs.
The members of the BCCI staff, who were a
part of the Team India's contingent in Dubai,
will receive Rs 25 lakhs each.

Swiss Open: Kidambi Srikanth ousts HS
Prannoy, Isharani Barua pulls off major upset

Kidambi Srikanth stormed into
the second round of the Swiss Open 2025
after beating his countryman HS Prannoy in
the opening round on Wednesday, March
19. After two closely-fought games in 48
minutes, Srikanth won the match 23-21, 23-
21. The 32-year-old Srikanth also extended
his head-to-head count against Prannoy to
7-3.

China in the second round of the Super 300
badminton tournament on Thursday, March
20. Li got the better of Kantaphon
Wangcharoen in the first round, winning the
match 21-13, 21-10.In another men’s
singles match, World No. 64 Shankar
Subramanian went through to the next round
after he took 38 minutes to beat Magnus
Joahnnsen21-521-16.

Isharani knocks out Aakarshi
In a major upset, Isharani Barua stormed into

the second round after beating fellow Indian
Aakarshi Kashyap in 68 minutes at the St
Jakobshalle Indoor arena. Barua, who is
ranked No.78 in the world, came back from a
game down to win the match 18-21, 21-17,
22-20 against World No.48 Aakarshi.

She will next lock horns with Qian Xi Han of
China, who knocked out Beiwen Zhang of
the United States with a 10-21,21-19, 21-
14. Anupama Upadhyaya beat compatriot
Anmol Kharb and will next face
Indonesia’s Puitri Kusuma
Wardani.Among other Indians, Rakshitha
Ramraj failed to advance after Line
Christophersen of Denmark won 21-11,
21-17. Malvika Bansod was defeated by
Canada’s world No. 20 Michelle Li in a
women’s singles match, with the scores

22-20, 14-21, 19-21.Ayush Shetty also

failed to make his way through to the second

after World No. 13 Kenta Nishimoto
defeated him 21-15 21-19. Amrutha

Pramuthesh and Asith Surya faltered in

mixed doubles after losing 10-21 9-21 to the

Chinese pair of YiJun Zhu and Chi Zhang.

IPL 2025: KKR eye fourth title with 'freedom
and no discrimination’ philosophy

«KKR and RCB will be up against

each other on March 22

«Fans were introduced to the KKR

squad on ‘Knights Unplugged 2.0’

«KKR are the defending champions

after they beat SRH last year

New Delhi. The Indian Premier League (IPL)

season opener is just around the corner, with
the Royal Challengers Bangalore set to take
on the Kolkata Knight Riders on March 22.
As the teams prepare for the big match, the
Knight Riders cricketers took a new oath to
keep the championship title intact - an oath
symbolised by the four stars on their jersey,
representing their quest for a fourth IPL
title.On Wednesday evening, the fans were
introduced to the entire Knight Riders squad
at an event dubbed "Knights Unplugged
2.0." The evening's festivities included a
dazzling show, complete with music and
rhythm, which set the mood of the Knight
Riders' camp on a high note just three days
before the match.

Captain Ajinkya Rahane and vice-captain

Venkatesh Iyer took to the stage with a
replica of the IPL trophy, while the entire
team was introduced to the fans. The event
also featured a special performance by the
Knight Riders' new mentor, Dwayne Bravo,
who sang his hit song "Champion."IPL 2025
Coverage | IPL Points Table | IPL Schedule

Speaking at the event, Knight Riders' coach

Chandrakant Pandit attributed the team's
success to the non-discriminatory
atmosphere in the dressing room. "There is
no discrimination amongst cricketers," he
said. "Everyone is given the freedom to
make their own decisions. The management
gives them that freedom. Venky Mysore,
Shah Rukh Khan, Jay Mehta, and Juhi
Chawla have all contributed to this
culture."Pandit also praised the team's new
mentor, Dwayne Bravo, who has stepped

into the role previously held by
Gautam Gambhir. "It feels great to
have the opportunity to work with
Dwayne Bravo," Pandit said. "He has
played so much cricket and won
matches, so he knows the mantra of
success. 1 am in regular discussions
with him."Venkatesh Iyer, one of the
most expensive cricketers in the
Knight Riders' squad, expressed his
pride at being part of the team. "I am
proud to be called one of the best
players in the team," he said. "My IPL
journey started in KKR, and KKR changed
my career and my life. No matter how I play
in the match, the dressing room atmosphere
is great. Russell, Narine, and other senior
players always help, and there are some
great Indian cricketers like Varun, Harshit,
and Rinku. Everyone is confident, and [ am
optimistic about winning the IPL this time
too."Knight Riders' captain Ajinkya
Rahane, meanwhile, is looking to make a big
impact in the upcoming season. Despite a
lacklustre batting performance in the
practice match, Rahane is confident that he
can shine in his new role as captain. "It feels
great to be back in KKR," he said. "It is an
honour for me, and I am grateful to everyone
who decided to take me. Our team is very
good, and | want to keep everything simple. I
am very happy as a captain."

New Delhi. When you hear the name of Sun

The Champions Trophy final saw Indi
restricting New Zealand to 251 for 7 afte
being asked to bowl by the Kiwi captain
Mitchell Santner, as spinners Varu
Chakravarthy and Kuldeep Yadav took tw:
wickets each.In reply, India reahed the targe
with an over to spare, thanks to Rohi
Sharma's 76 at the top, followed by title
securing knocks from Shreyas lyer (48]
Axar Patel (29) and KL Rahul (34 not out).

“The BCCl is proud to honour the players an
support staft with this well-deserved reward
Their dominance in world cricket is a resul
of years of hard work and strategi
execution. This victory has justified India’
top ranking in white-ball cricket, and we ar
sure the team will continue to excel in th
years to come," said Devajit Saikia, BCCI'
honorary secretary.

The board's vice-president, Rajeev Shukla
also congratulated the team.

“This cash reward is a tribute to th
outstanding performances delivered by th
team throughout the tournament. Th
players exhibited remarkable composur
under pressure, and their success is al
inspiration to aspiring cricketers across th
country. The team has once again proved tha
Indian cricket is built on a strong foundatio
of skill, mental toughness, and a winnin;
mentality,” Shukla said.

IPL Multiverse: What if Sunil

Narine became Mumbai's MVF
instead of Kolkata

Narine, you always tend to picture him in on
jersey. The purple and gold of the Kolkat
Knight Riders. Narine joined KKR in 201
and has been one of the main reasons why th
franchise are 3-time IPL champions.

In each of KKR's title-winning campaign:
Narine has played the role of a true MVP. Wit
180 wickets and 1534 runs in 177 matches, th
West Indian mystery spinner establishe
himself as an IPL legend. But things woul
have been so different had Mumbai Indian
got their hands on Narine in 2012.During th
2012 auction, the then-23-year-old was
novice in international cricket and with a bas
price of 20,000 US Dollars. KI(R started th
bidding and MI jumped in and what we sa
was a war for the ages. Gautam Gambhir wa
adamant he wanted the West Indian in his sid
and Mumbai, with Harbhajan Singh at th
table, weren't ready to budge.IPL 202
Coverage | IPL Points Table | IPL Schedule

The price went up to 700,000 US Dollars befor

MI conceded defeat and KKR finally got the!
man. This was the only time Narine has com
to the auction. So what would have happene
if Narine was wearing the blue jersey of M
instead of the purple of KKR?

The solution for MI's spin woes

For years, MI's biggest struggle has been in th
spin department. Since Harbhajan left, the
have brought in many spinners to fill the rol
but things haven't worked. With Narine in th
team, the MI bowling lineup would have bee
stronger and continue their dominance in th
IPL. In the 2024 season, Narine had |
wickets and scored 488 runs. For MI, Piyus
Chawla got 13 wickets, while the rest of th
spinners failed to make a mark.Narine form
IPL's most potent attack in MIImagin
Mumbai Indians having a bowling attack ¢
Lasith Malinga, Jasprit Bumrah and Sun
Narine. That would have been 12 overs the
are locked down for Mumbai and leaving the;
opponents sweating to get runs.

Why Corbin Bosch Picked IPL Over PSL Mumbai Indians
New Recruit Breaks Silence Ahead Of IPL 2025

«Corhin Bosch chose Mumbai

Indians over Peshawar Zalmi

in PSL, citing long-term career
growth, but now faces a leqal

notice from PCB.

New Delhi. South African all-rounder Corbin

Bosch has found himself at the centre of a
heated debate after opting out of the Pakistan
Super League (PSL) to join Mumbai Indians
(MI) for the 2025 Indian Premier League
(IPL)season. This decision, which resulted in
a legal notice from the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB), has fueled discussions on the
increasing dominance of the IPL over other
T20 leagues.According to reports, Bosch
clarified to PCB officials that his decision to
prioritize Mumbai Indians was based on
long-term career prospects rather than any

disrespect toward PSL. "It was a difficult
decision, but Mumbai Indians have multiple
franchises across different leagues, and this
opportunity allows me to secure my future in
franchise cricket," Bosch reportedly stated.
The IPL franchise currently has teams in
SA20 (MI Cape Town), Major League
Cricket (MI New York), and the UAE’s
ILT20 (MI Emirates), giving Bosch a
broader platform to showcase his talent on a
global scale.Legal Trouble: PCB Issues
Notice to BoschThe PCB reacted swiftly,
serving Bosch a legal notice for breaching
his PSL contract. Peshawar Zalmi had signed
him in the Diamond category, expecting him
to play a crucial role in their campaign.
However, his sudden withdrawal has left the
franchise scrambling for a replacement.

PCB’s official statement reads:"The legal

notice was served through his agent, and the
player has been asked to justify his actions of
withdrawing from his contractual
commitments. Further actions, including a
potential PSL ban or financial penalty, are
under discussion."

Will Bosch Make His IPL Debut?
Bosch, who has previously been part of

Rajasthan Royals but never made his IPL
debut, now has a fresh opportunity with
Mumbai Indians. He was signed as a
replacement for injured South African pacer
Lizaad Williams. However, with the match
against Chennai Super Kings (CSK) set to
take place at the spin-friendly MA
Chidambaram Stadium, MI might opt for a
specialist spinner like Mitchell Santner or
Mujeeb Ur Rahman instead of Bosch.

With 86 T20 matches under his belt, 59

wickets, and two fifties to his name, Bosch i
an experienced T20 cricketer. His recer
performances in the SA20 league, where h
played a key role in MI Cape Town’s title
winning campaign, earned him a call-up t
the Mumbai Indians squad.

The Bigger Picture: IPL vs PSL Rivalry

The IPL vs PSL debate has intensifiec
particularly since this is the first time bot
leagues will run concurrently. The IPL 202
season is set to take place from March 22 t
May 25, while the PSL will run from April 1
to May 18. Traditionally, PSL was schedule
in the February-March window, but the ne»
scheduling has resulted in direct competitio
with the IPL, making it harder for th
Pakistani league to attract top internation:
players.Several PSL franchises hav
reportedly urged PCB to take strict actio
against Bosch, fearing that allowing suc
switches might set a precedent for othe
players to prioritize [PL over PSL. Som
officials have even discussed the possibilit
of imposing bans on players who breach PS
contracts in favor of the IPL.
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Flaunts Belly Button Diamond Ring As She
Gets Papped At Alrport Fans React

—

riyanka Chopra is currently shooting for SS Rajamouli’s SSMB29 with .
P Mahesh Babu. The actress was in Odisha for the shoot and has returned )

to Mumbai today. She was spotted at the airport but what grabbed our -
attention was her belly button diamond ring. Priyanka Chopra was seen
flaunting while posing for the camera.In the video, shared by Viral Bhayani,
we can see Priyanka greeting paps with a smile before heading towards the
car. Fans dropped heart emojis. Recently, The actress took to her Instagram
account to share pictures from Holi celebration on set with her team.
PeeCee arrived in Odisha a few days ago, to resume shooting for SSf :
Rajamouli’s highly anticipated film, co-starring Mahesh Babu and
Prithviraj Sukumaran. Priyanka Chopra shared a few pictures on _
Instagram, giving fans a sneak-peek into her Holi celebration on set. She
wrote that this year, it has been a “working Holi’ for her, and she wished
her fans on the special occasion. “It’s a working Holi for us Here’s
wishing everyone celebrating a very Happy Holi full of laughter and
togetherness with your loved ones," she wrote. A close-up photo of the
actress shows her cheek smeared with gulaal. She looks overjoyed as she
enjoyed a simple celebration with her team. The next picture shows the
actress happily posing with her hairstylist, makeup artist and other team
members.
Soon after the pictures surfaced, fans went gaga over Priyanka C hopra. While

back in2010s orwhdt I’ mlwmg,s&)bieqsed, anotherfan commented, “On the
of SSMB29." A third comment read, “That’s your song Happy Holi," while
another one wrote, “HOLI with RAJAMOULL"As per reports, the second
schedule of SSMB 29 is currently underway in Odisha. The film officially
kicked off in January with a closed-door puja ceremony, and an initial schedule
was already completed in Hyderabad before the team moved to Odisha.

Confirmed! Karan Kundrra,

Tejassm Prakash

To Tie The Knot This Year

ooks like the wait is finally over! Karan  ‘Should I make mutton in tamarind?’ and I tell her, "How
zﬂ Kundrra and Tejasswi Prakash are  would I know?’ (laughs). She is extremely dedicated and
planning to get married soon. In the recent  sincere. If you know of Tejasswi’s journey, there’s hardly
episode of Celebrity MasterChef, Farah Khan  any reality show where she hasn’t reached the top spot.,”
asked Tejasswi’s mother, “Shaadi kab hogi?"  Karan said.”I just want to say she puts in a lot of hard
To this, the actress’ mother confirmed that her
daughter will tie the knot this year only. “Issi

work, and everyone is very proud of her. For me, you will
saal ho jaaegl," she said.While Farah Khan

always be the winner. Khana toh mujhe he hai na so all the
best, and [ love you," he added.

congratulated Tejasswi Prakash following After Karan’s video message was played, Tejasswi got

the confirmation, the actress was seen  emotional and said, “How cute!"

blushed and said, “Aise kuch baat nahi hui < ; =

hai". SN

. Interestingly, this comes days after Tejasswi

Prakash also hinted that she will have a

court marriage with Karan Kundrra. *I am

not big on that. I am okay with a normal
court marriage. Hum log phir ghumenge,
phirenge, aish karenge types." she had
said on the show.

Karan Kundrra and Tejasswi Prakash’s
love story is no secret. The two met inside
the Bigg Boss 15 house and fell in love
with each other. Recently, Karan also
appeared on Celebrity MasterChef when

he appreciated Tejasswi’s efforts and

shared that even though the format of the
show is very “tough", his lady love leaves no
stone unturned to perform her best.
“It’s a very tough show, and everyone is putting in
a lot of effort. Speaking of Tejasswi’s
MasterChef journey, I must say I've never seen
her this sincere on any shoot. Bechari, even

after reaching home, she’s on her phone
watching YouTube videos. Then she asks me,

Natasa Stankovic Urges All To
| Trust In God In Motivating Note:
'He Will Not Leave You...

alasa Stankovic took to her Instagram stories

on Tuesday and penned down a monvatmg

uotc She urged everyone to trust in God and
mentioned that the almighty will never leave you,
come what may. Natasa also requested everyone to
spread love and asked her followers to never lose
hope.“Don’t let the devil in your head (or in human
form) tell you all the lies. Don’t let him question
your worth. You are an amazing human that God has
got to this world for a purpose. Trust in him and
know that God loves you. He will not leave you nor
forsake you. Keep walking in faith. And make sure
you speak words of love and hope. Devil won’t be
able to touch you. Have an amazing day," she wrote.

This comes almost a year after Natasa parted ways

from her cricketer husband Hardik Pandya. The
two, who tied the knot in May 2020 and renewed
their wedding vows according to the Hindu and
Christian rituals in February 2023, confirmed their
separation in July 2024. Following their separation,
Natasa was brutally trolled by many on social
media.

In November, Natasa spoke about her life after her

split from Hardik and shared how she is still
‘family’ with Pandya because of their son."We
(Hardik and I) are still a family. We have a child, and
the child will always make us a family at the end of
the day. I haven’t done that anyway because
Agastya needs to stay with both parents. It’s been 10
years and | go every year at the same time back in
Serbia," she told ETimes.

Natasa also talked about how she had to remain strong

and learn to love herself for Agastya. “I"ve learned
to love myself with Agastya, by being with him. I
understood that for the child to be happy, he needs
me — as a mother — to be happy and mentally
healthy. So, there was no way for me to fall down. |
justhad to stand and be like — Nobody can touch me,
nobody can touch him. No matter what someone
says, the moment, you know your worth, you know
who you are, and you know that your heart is clean,
nobody can shake you. I've reached that point," she
added.

Sreeleela Turns Airport Into
Selfie Central For Fans

her relationship with co-star Kartik Aaryan.

Adding to the buzz, the actress turned heads
with her recent airport appearance. Several
pictures and videos have surfaced online, showing
her warmly interacting with fans and paparazzi
while clicking selfies. The Instagram clip captures
Sreeleela striking a stylish pose for the paparazzi at
the airport. As the video progresses, she is seen
delighting her fans by clicking selfies with them.
For her airport look, the actress opted for a vibrant
co-ord set featuring a jacket and matching pants.
She completed her ensemble with black shades and
white sandals.

S reeleela is grabbing attention amid rumours of

In no time, the comments section was flooded with

reactions from fans. An Instagram user wrote,
“Gorgeous." One of them commented, “Stunning."
Another one shared, “Instead of giving attitude
loaded walk she was humble and generous.™

Recently, a statement by Kartik Aaryan’s mother,

Mala Tiwari, at the ITFA Awards 2025 in Jaipur has
added fuel to the ongoing dating rumours between
her son and actress Sreeleela.In a video from the
event circulating on social media, Tiwari was
asked about her expectations for her future
daughter-in-law. She responded with a smile,
saying, “The family’s demand is a very good
doctor." Interestingly, Sreeleela, who is rumoured
to be dating Kartik, is also pursuing an MBBS
degree.

However, neither Kartik nor Sreeleela have

confirmed or denied their relationship. Yet,
Kartik’s mother’s statement has only added fuel to
the growing speculations.On the work front,
Sreeleela is known for her work in the Telugu
cinema and has appeared in films like Kiss, Pelli
Sandad, Dhamaka and Bhagvanth Kesari. She shot
to fame after her appearance in the song Kissik in
the blockbuster film Pushpa 2 featuring Allu Arjun,

She will be making her Bollywood debut with an

upcoming untitled romantic drama film opposite
Kartik Aaryan. Helmed by Anurag Basu and
backed by Bhushan Kumar, the film will be hitting
the theatres on the occasion of Diwali 2025 and
will face a big Bollywood clash with Ayushmann
Khurrana’s upcoming horror comedy Thama.

o0 ® AN B



	PAGE 1
	PAGE 2
	PAGE 3
	PAGE 4
	PAGE 5
	PAGE 6
	PAGE 7
	PAGE 8
	PAGE 9
	PAGE 10
	PAGE 11
	PAGE 12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


