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Al tools are fuelling
a free-for-all

Anew phenomenon is catching on in the digital
sphere. Users are flooding social media platforms
like X, Instagram and Facebook with their
portraits, family pictures and other images drawn
in the style of legendary Japanese animator Hayao
Miyazaki. He is the founder of the famed Ghibli
Studio, which in the past four decades has created
iconic animation characters. The typical style of
drawing characters in light, pastel shades has come
to be known as the Ghibli art. However, the art
being posted online by users is not original but
generated by artificial intelligence (AI) tools
available for free on a trial basis. With just a few
clicks, one can transform a picture into the
trademark Ghibli art. Millions of users, including
politicians, fashion and sports influencers, and
celebrities, are using Al tools to create images in
this style.Though generative Al tools — which are
used for content creation — have been around for
some time, the current trend has been triggered by
a new tool developed by OpenAl. Text-based or
large language models (LLMs) models like
ChatGPT take textual inputs and generate desired
material like articles, book chapters, social media
posts, etc. The latest multimodal generative Al
tools can take text, images, videos, voice and
music as inputs and generate desired output
images and videos. Tools like Midjourney, Stable
Diffusion and DALL-E can take in text as input
and give output as images. For instance, one can
ask DALL-E to generate a painting of a Delhi
street in the style of MF Husain or Jamini Roy and
itwould do so within a few seconds. Then there are
image-to-image tools like Lensa that can provide
altered versions of the input images.The images
generated in the Ghibli style have caught the
public imagination because they look cute and
funny. The fun part, however, masks serious issues
concerning text and image-generative Al systems.
Any Al system is based on real data collected from
various sources. Al tools should be ‘trained’ using
massive amounts of data (text, images, music,
etc.). If an LLM is asked to generate a small story
in the style of Amitav Ghosh or Ruskin Bond, it
would do so by digging into massive amounts of
data that would have been based on the works of
these authors. Much of this material is
copyrighted, and Al companies have not bought
the rights from authors to ‘train’ their systems. The
same is happening with the works of Ghibli Studio
or the paintings of masters like Husain.

Al companies say they are only using data available
in the public domain, but the creative world is not
buying this claim. The ‘fair use’ doctrine in
copyright laws is being misused by technology
companies. The existing copyright frameworks
are inadequate to deal with this kind of
infringement. Cases against technology
companies are already in courts in North America
and Europe.The larger question that generative Al
raises is about the assault on the very idea of
creativity. A painting, book, cartoon character or a
piece of music are all forms of creative expression
by individuals. They are all cultural products, born
out of individual experience and context. For
example, the work of the Ghibli Studio is a
window to Japanese society and culture, just as the
productions of Walt Disney Studio reflect
American culture.Assigning such creative works
as products of a machine or an Al system goes
against the very idea of human creativity and
passion. An artist may take months to finish a
painting or a writer may take years to write a novel
or a non-fiction book. Hundreds of hours of hard
work go into the making of a cartoon or animation
strip. Therefore, creators must get credit and
money. Al companies are indulging in what critics
say is data laundering and robbing creators of both
credit and money. With every new generative Al
model — built on the work of millions of creators
— the valuation of Al firms rises by billions of
dollars. They sell these models for thousands of
dollars to users across the world, while creators get
nothing. Image generators are not artists, but they
are a challenge to artists.Generative Al has already
started disrupting the creative industry globally.
The most obvious impact of these products is job
loss for artists, illustrators and designers in the
animation industry. While Al-generated images
lack the depth and expression of human-created
images, they are of generally acceptable quality.

HISTORY is a minefield which can lead to great,
unwelcome and unnecessary problems when India's
overwhelming priority should be national consolidation,
development and promotion of'its strategic interests. The
difficulties created by a deliberate focus on history, as is
taking place now, become greater when persons, groups
and parties view it through ideologically driven current
political and electoral considerations. This inevitably
leads to some historical figures and their clans being
either stigmatised or applauded by different persons or
groups.The question is whether the ruling dispensation's
by now clear emphasis of India having undergone 'a
thousand years of slavery' has let loose a genie. And, if
so, what would be its consequences? Indeed, would it, as
the ruling dispensation desires, lead to the coming
together of the Hindus? Or, are there dangers that it will
have the opposite impact — not only make old historical
scars itch but also open social fissures among the Hindus
who have remained closed over the centuries?One recent
painful example of the social and political consequences
of 'a thousand years of slavery' projection was witnessed
in Parliament in the exchange over Rana Sanga. Ramji
Lal Suman, Samajwadi Party Rajya Sabha member from
UP, made unpalatable comments on Rana Sanga, who is
venerated by the Rajput community as a hero. He is
considered a hero by others too. Not only was there a
furore in Parliament on the issue but Suman's comments
alsoled to his house in Agra being attacked allegedly by a
Rajput community group.Suman's own party has been
drawn into the controversy, but it is treading a fine line. It
does not wish to annoy either Suman's base or the
Samajwadi Party's Rajput followers. As for Suman,
media reports indicate that he has not withdrawn his
comments. This controversy has not consolidated the
Hindus but has had, in a small way, the opposite
impact.Recently, in his podcast talk with Lex Fridman,
Modi, recalling the contribution of Mahatma Gandhi to
India, observed: "Another key factor to consider is
India's fight for independence. India was ruled by the

IN a rare and refreshing move, the Opposition’s
INDIA bloc has chosen to engage in a
parliamentary debate over the contentious Waqf
(Amendment) Bill instead of resorting to protests
and walkouts. This marks a departure from the
usual theatrics that have often stalled legislative
business, depriving the public of substantive
discussions on crucial issues. This decision is a
much-needed reaffirmation of democratic
principles. Contentious as the Waqf Bill may be, a
rigorous parliamentary debate offers a platform for
parties to present their arguments, expose
contradictions in the ruling party’s stance and §
allow citizens to understand the full implications
of the legislation. By pressing for a vote, the
Opposition is compelling fence-sitters and NDA
allies to take a clear position, thereby ensuring greater
accountability.

The Bill has elicited diverse perspectives. Proponents
argue that including non-Muslims in Waqf boards will

Shielding the guilty officials and betraying the public

The attitude of senor officers to shield the misconduct and wrongdoings of juniors eventually leads to indiscipline, bad behaviour and corruption.

There is this unfortunate tendency of some senior police

officers and some in other government departments to
shield, cover up or overlook the misconduct and
wrongdoings of junior officers and subordinate staff.
Such misplaced sense of loyalty and support eventually
leads to a breakdown of discipline and results in
subsequent gross misconduct on the part of such
subordinate staff. This happened in Punjab during the late
eighties and early nineties when fake encounters had
become the norm for the state police.During the mid-
eighties, an air service was started between Kota and
Delhi. A small shelter at the airport served as its office.
General Officer Commanding (GoC) of the division in
Kota, who was the seniormost army officer in Rajasthan,
was stopped by a deputy superintendent of police (DSP)
who wanted to carry out his body search before he was to
board the aircraft. The GoC was in uniform and from
where the DSP was standing, one could see the pilot jeep
along with a number of military police personnel as the
GoC arrived. The GoC did not allow the DSP to carry out
his body search. The DSP was rude and had misbehaved.

On return from Delhi, the GoC wrote to the DG Police in

Jaipur about the conduct of this DSP. The DGP did not
respond, but his staff officer wrote back, justifying the
DSP's conduct. The GoC pursued the case through staff
channels. Finally, the Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
issued instructions to the police to suspend the DSP and
initiate disciplinary action against him.The attitude of
senior officers to shield the misconduct and wrongdoings
of juniors eventually leads to indiscipline, bad behaviour
and corruption.There is this incident which took place in
Patiala on the intervening night of March 13-14, wherein
four police inspectors and eight policemen in civil dress
beat up a serving colonel of the Army (Col Pushpinder
Singh Bath) and his son while they were having food at a
roadside dhaba.

The police personnel were apparently drunk, both with the

false sense of authority and, perhaps, liquor as well.
Otherwise, at least one the four inspectors would have
tried to restrain the others from assaulting the colonel and
his son. Even when the colonel told them that he was an
army officer and showed his identity card, they did not
stop beating him, but instead snatched his card and phone.
They continued to hit him with sticks as he lay
unconscious on the ground and kept beating his son as he
tried to shield his father. These policemen told the son to
collect the identity card the next morning only if they
survived this encounter. A day before, these police
personnel had staged an encounter and, for them, this was
yet another encounter. The way the policemen continued
to beat the colonel was nothing short of an attempt to
murder. The colonel's arm and his son's nose were

fractured. The colonel's wife raised the alarm. She was
driven from pillar to post as she tried to bring the case to
the notice of the authorities. The SSP, Patiala, tried to
strike a compromise between the colonel's family and the
police personnel and cover up the case. The policemen
apologised and sought forgiveness from the colonel's
family for their conduct and, at the same time, gave a
veiled threat to the family as it had to live in Patiala and so
also these police personnel.If one were to delve into the
past record of these police inspectors, it is possible that it
would be found that their previous wrongdoings had been
covered up or, perhaps, even rewarded.Some two days
after this serious crime, a false FIR was registered against
some unknown persons in the name of the owner of the
dhaba where this incident took place. Two features of this
FIR are intriguing. One, the identity of the culprits in this
crime was shown as 'not known' and it was recorded that
the colonel and his son were drinking liquor when this
incident took place.

Two, the names and other details of these police personnel

were known to the police and the medical examination of
the colonel and his son, carried out in the civil hospital,
showed that they had not taken liquor.Subsequently,
attempts were made by senior police officers to strike a
compromise between the colonel's family and the police
personnel.A second FIR by Col Pushpinder Singh was
recorded after eight days, only when the incident had
come into the public gaze and ex-servicemen had staged a
'dharna’ in front of the deputy commissioner's office.
Attempts seem to have been made to exclude the name of

A welcome change

Opposition picks debate over protest on Wagf Bill
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enhance transparency and curb mismanagement.

Conversely, critics contend that this inclusion could
undermine Muslim authority over their endowments

and potentially lead to government overreach.

The dangers of excavating the past

The ‘thousand years of slavery’ makes emotions raw and leads to excavations that cannot be the priority of the Republic.

o

.

Mughals, the British and several other foreign powers.
Despite being bound by the shackles of colonial rule for
centuries, the flame of independence burned brightly in
every corner and nook of India, never fading, always
fuelling the desire for freedom."Significantly, but not
surprisingly, Modi has included the Mughals as a foreign
colonial power in his formulation. This is obviously in
line with the idea of 'a thousand years of slavery'. This
idea is leading to demands — and these demands may
only grow in time — by some sections that symbols of
Mughal rule should not be allowed to stand.

Positive remarks on some controversial historical figures

such as Aurangzeb also inflame passions in these
hypersensitive times. The controversy surrounding
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb's grave which erupted last
month led to demands by sections of the VHP and
Bajrang Dal that the grave be removed from its location
in Khuldabad, Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar district. The
media quoted a memorandum given by the VHP to
Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis, stating inter alia:

"Having his memorial in India is an endorsement of his
injustices; the grave should be properly removed...."

Alittle over two weeks after the VHP's views, RSS’ former

sarkaryavah (general secretary) Suresh Bhaiyyaji Joshi
said that the controversy over Aurangzeb's grave was
"unnecessary." He clarified that as Auranzeb had died in
Khuldabad, he was buried there and anyone can visit his
grave.Itis interesting that the RSS toned down the VHP's
demand; thus, indicating that the manner in which
actions will unfold on handling the 'thousand years of
slavery' period's remnants is not clear within the ruling
dispensation.As during the period of British colonialism,
during Mughal times or those of the Sultanate, too, there
were some Indians who opposed the rule through
different means and others who collaborated with it.
During the Muslim period, a number of Indians got
converted to Islam, while during the British rule, some
became Christians.After Independence, the Congress
party and others that emerged from the National
Movement did not stigmatise those who had

one of the four inspectors involved in this crime. These
policemen were merely suspended and not arrested and,
that too, when pressure was built on the SSP, Patiala.The
police constituted a team of senior police officers to look
into the case. However, this incident of criminal assault,
where an attempt seems to have been made to kill the
colonel, is too serious a case to be dealt by a departmental
inquiry. The colonel's wife made desperate attempts to
meet senior police officers, but they could not see her as
they were rather busy. The Chief Minister finally agreed
to meet her on March 31.The response to her pleas from
senior police officers made her realise that fair play may
not come about. So, she demanded that the case be
handed over to the CBI for an unbiased investigation.

Finally, a spirited advocate took up this case with the

Punjab and Haryana High Court. Soon after, Colonel
Bath's application before the high court too surfaced.
These two applications have been clubbed and the court
has taken up the case.At one time, the Punjab police was
considered the best in the country. Today, it is rated rather
low. This slide must be arrested. Lawlessness, free flow
of drugs and illegal dispatch of young people to foreign
countries by fake companies are rampant. Corruption,
too, persists.The Punjab Police has many competent
officers. They must put an end to illegal activities. They
must attend to the wrongdoings of the junior staff, enforce
discipline and ensure their good behaviour towards the
public at large. It is well within their capability and
capacity to bring law and order back on rails and restore
the Punjab Police's standing in the country.

Additionally, some fear that the Bill may
facilitate the confiscation of historic mosques
and other properties, further marginalising the
Muslim community. The INDIA bloc has also
sought the support of non-aligned parties like the
BJD and the YSR Congress to strengthen its
stand. Such strategic outreach highlights the
importance of alliances in parliamentary
decision-making.

While heated debates are inevitable, as seen in the
ongoing Lok Sabha discussions, they remain far
superior to disruptions that leave pressing issues
unaddressed. If this approach is sustained, it
could herald a more mature and effective
parliamentary process, where laws are debated
on merit rather than reduced to political

flashpoints. Democracy thrives when elected

representatives engage in informed deliberation rather
than staged protests. This approach should become the
norm rather than the exception.

collaborated with the British rulers. Indeed, Sardar Patel
ensured that the Indian Civil Service and other elements
ofthe bureaucracy continued to serve independent India,
as did the British Indian army, which became the army of
the Republic. The judiciary, too, continued and, finally,
India adopted the British political system, too.Naturally,
the heroes of the Republic were not those who aided the
British or kept themselves completely aloof from the
National Movement but those who led the fight for
freedom. Also, these institutions imbibed the spirit of the
Republic.Now, the impulses which wisely guided the
Republic in its early years have given way to the
stigmatisation of those who were impacted by western
modes of thought which emerged from the European
Enlightenment as 'Macaulay's children'. It is overlooked
that 'Macaulay's children' never turned their back on
India's ancient traditions but wanted a hierarchical
society to become egalitarian and follow the path shown
by the Republic's Constitution. The term 'Macaulay's
children' is used by those who also have stressed the
notion of a thousand years of slavery.So, now will those
who were influenced by the Indo-Persianate culture
(which has disappeared from India) be stigmatised? And
what of those Hindu clans that had collaborated with the
Mughals? Will a distinction be drawn between those who
entered into 'matrimonial alliances' with the Mughals
and those who refused to do so as they considered them
humiliating? Certainly, such alliances were not on an
equal basis during the Mughal period. Many clans that
entered into matrimonial alliances with the Mughals held
senior positions in the Mughal forces and administration.
How should these Hindu grandees be looked upon?
Naturally, Maharana Pratap and later Shivaji refused to
submit to Mughal writ and they are rightly looked upon
as heroes today.The 'thousand years of slavery' makes
emotions raw and leads to excavations that cannot be the
priority of the Republic as it confronts the challenges of
these dramatically changing technological and global

dynamics.
o0 ©



THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Saturday, 05 April 2025

US trade policy offers both
challenges and
opportunities

New Delhi. The US government’s decision on tariff on
Indian imports is expected to have a major impact
across multiple sectors. The new levies are likely to
hit India’s $32 billion gems & jewellery exports hard,
given the US accounts for $11.58 billion, or 34%, of
these exports.“While the tariff’s application to
competing nations presents both challenges and
opportunities, it is expected to significantly impact
India’s diamond and jewellery sector, a cornerstone
of its exports to the US,” the Gem & Jewellery
Export Promotion Council said in a statement. “In
the short run, we see challenges in sustaining India’s
export volume of $10 billion to the US market.” The
US is India’s largest goods export destination, about
$78 billion in annual exports, or 18% of India’s total
exports (FY24).

India has an annual goods trade surplus of about $35
billion with the US. Auto parts and aluminium
exports remain outside the scope of the latest 27%
levy, though they will still be subject to the
previously announced 25% tariff. This is expected to
affect Tata Motors” JLR (exported from the UK),
which derives 33% of its sales from North America.

“The tariff could force price hikes or cost-cutting
measures to maintain margins. Given its premium
positioning, JLR may have some resilience, but near-
term volume pressure is expected,” said Sanket
Kelaskar, analyst - institutional equity at Ashika
Group. Since passenger vehicle exports from India to
the US constitute less than 1% of total PV exports,
tariff will not impact domestic automotive
OEMs.The auto component industry will face
challenges. India’s auto components exports is 29%
of industry revenues in FY24, with 27% of these
exports going to the US.

Smartphone exports
unlikely to be derailed by
tariff move

NEW DELHI. India is in a better position compared
to its key competitors in the electronics export
sector, particularly China, Vietnam, Thailand, and
Indonesia, following the Trump administration’s
tariffannouncement, according to experts.

However, they advise the Indian government to
continue negotiating with the US to lower tariffs
and pursue a bilateral trade agreement. As per
Donald Trump’s announcement on April 2, 2025,
Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, and Malaysia face
tariff rates of 46%, 36%, 32%, and 24%,
respectively. In contrast, Idia’s reciprocal tariff rate
stands at 27%.In 2023-24, India exported $10
billion worth of electronics to the US. However,
countries such as Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Brazil,
and the Philippines have secured lower tariff rates,
posing a threat to India’s electronics exports.

“Several developing countries have secured notably
lower tariff rates compared to India, including
Brazil, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the UAE (each at
10%), and the Philippines (17%). Saudi Arabia and
the UAE represent near-term threats to India’s
electronics exports due to their SEZs, competitive
manufacturing environments, and potential labor-
cost advantages. Brazil’s favorable tariff treatment,
despite historical trade barriers, adds to strategic
ambiguity and warrants careful monitoring,” said
Pankaj Mohindroo, Chairman of the India Cellular
and Electronics Association (ICEA). Ajay
Srivastava, founder of GTRI, shares a similar
viewpoint he said that in the electronics, telecom,
and smartphone sectors, countries like Vietnam and
Thailand are likely to lose cost competitiveness due
to the steep US tariffs.“As global brands seek to
diversify supply chains away from high-tariff
countries, India can emerge as a preferred
destination for new manufacturing setups and
component assembly lines,” said Srivastava.

Biggest plunge for the dollar
in a decade as Trump's
tariffs send shockwaves
through the global economy

NEW DELHLI. Financial markets around the world are
reeling following President Donald Trump’s latest
and most severe volley of tariffs, and the dollar
slumped by as much as 2.6 percent versus the euro, its
biggest intraday plunge in a decade, and suffered
sharp losses also against the yen and British pound.

The U.S. stock market may be taking the worst of the
tariff shock. Little was spared as fear flared globally
about the potentially higher inflation and weakening
economic growth that tariffs can create. Prices fell
for everything from crude oil to Big Tech stocks to
small companies that invest only in U.S. real estate.

"The simultaneous decline in both stocks and the US
dollar speaks volumes about investor confidence in
Trump's trade policy," said City Index and
FOREX.com analyst Fawad Razaqzada.

The U.S. Senate voted 51-48 to counter Trump’s tariffs
on Canada by ending the presidential emergency
declaration on fentanyl Trump used to justify them.
The resolution has little chance of passing the
Republican-controlled House but shows the limits of
GOP support for Trump’s vision of remaking the U.S.
economy by restricting free trade.A new AP-NORC
poll shows Trump’s dramatic changes to the federal
government have yet to emerge as an obvious
political winner or loser.And while U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and the Trump administration’s
new envoy to NATO seek toreassure wary allies of
the U.S. commitment to the alliance, the current
Supreme Allied Commander Europe tells senators
that if the U.S. relinquishes this commander role, it
could put large numbers of U.S. troops under non-
U.S. command for the first tWorld readers react to
"brutal" new tariffsFrench President Emmanuel
Macron called for suspending investment in the
United States until what he called the "brutal" new
tariffs had been "clarified."But the 27-nation EU and
other countries also showed willingness to negotiate
as they refrained from immediate retaliatory
measures, with almost a week until the harsher US
levies actually take effect.Beijing said it was
"maintaining communication" with Washington over
trade issues, and EU trade chief Maros Sefcovic
planned to speak with US counterparts on Friday.

Trump tariff blitz wrecks Wall Street,
markets suffer biggest fall since Covid

A EEE—

Wall Street plunged over
Trump's new tariffs, worst
since 2020

S&P 500 fell 4.8%, Dow

down 1,679 points, Nasdaq

dropped 6%

Tariffs may cut US growth by

than in major markets across Asia and
Europe, for its worst day since the
pandemic crashed the economy in 2020.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average
dropped 1,679 points, or 4%, and the
Nasdaq composite tumbled 6%.Little
was spared in financial markets as fear
flared about the potentially toxic
mix of weakening economic growth
and higher inflation that tariffs can
create. More than $2 trillion in
value vanished, according to
Howard Silverblatt, a senior index
analyst at S&P Dow Jones
Indices.Everything from crude oil
to Big Tech stocks to the value of the
US dollar against other currencies

2% and hike inflation to 5%

fell. Even gold, which hit records

of health, the S&P 500 index, 10% below
its all-time high. But Trump still managed
to surprise them with “the worst case
scenario for tariffs,” according to Mary
Ann Bartels, chief investment officer at
Sanctuary Wealth.Trump announced a
minimum tariff of 10% on imports, with

percentage points this year and raise
inflation close to 5%, according to UBS.
Such a hit would be so big that it “makes
one’s rational mind regard the possibility
of them sticking as low,” according to
Bhanu Baweja and other strategists at
UBS.Wall Street had long assumed
Trump would use tariffs merely as a
tool for negotiations with other
countries, rather than as a long-term
policy. But Wednesday’s
announcement may suggest Trump
sees tariffs more as helping to solve
an ideological goal than as an
opening bet in a poker game. Trump
on Wednesday talked about wresting
manufacturing jobs back to the

@

New Delhi. Wall Street shuddered, and a
level of shock unseen since Covid’s
outbreak tore through financial markets
worldwide on Thursday on worries about
the damage President Donald Trump’s
newest set of tariffs could do to
economies across continents, including
his own.The S&P 500 sank 4.8%, more

20% below

recently as investors sought
something safer to own, pulled
lower. Some of the worst hits
walloped smaller US companies,
and the Russell 2000 index of smaller
stocks dropped 6.6% to pull more than
its record.Investors
worldwide knew Trump was going to
announce a sweeping set of tariffs late
Wednesday, and fears surrounding it had
already pulled Wall Street’s main measure

Sensex tanks over 700 points as Wall
Street bloodbath sinks Indian IT stocks

Sensex, Nifty plunge as Wall
Street crash rattles markets
Trump's tariffs hammer
Indian IT, auto, metal stocks
hard

Global trade war fears
deepen market volatility, say

analysts

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market
indices fell sharply after opening on
Friday as the bloodbath on Wall Street
hit information technology and auto
stocks on Dalal Street.The S&P BSE
Sensex was down 698.89 points to
75,596.47 at around 10:06 am, while
the NSE Nifty50 was trading 269.50
points lower at 22,980.60.

All the other broader market indices
declined sharply as volatility rose due

to chaos triggered by US President

Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs
announcement, which led to
heightened fears of a global
recession.Vaibhav Porwal, Co-

Founder of capital market company
Dezerv, said tariffs will create near-
term market volatility. "In this market
environment, gains will likely be
concentrated in select stocks rather
than broadly distributed, making
careful stock selection and active
management strategies more effective
than passive approaches," Porwal said.
It may be noted that auto, metal and IT
stocks have been hit hard as Donald
Trump's reciprocal tariffs have
threatened to significantly hit the
revenues of these export-heavy
sectors. Tata Motors' shares were down
nearly 5% amid concerns about
exports of Jaguar Land Rover (JLR)
vehicles to the US. Companies like
Hindalco, Tata Steel, L&T and JSW

Steel also witnessed a steep
decline.

Heavyweight Reliance Industries
also tumbled over 2.3% during the
session. Some of the stocks that are
likely to be in focus today include
HDFC Bank, Zomato, DMart.Dr. V
K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services, said, "Markets are going
through heightened uncertainty

which is likely to last some time. A
trade war has been triggered by Trump
and retaliatory tariffs from China, EU
and others are on the cards. This will
only extend the period of uncertainty
and confusion in the market."

"It appears that a contraction in global
trade and decline in global growth are
inevitable in the present context.
Decline in global growth will impact
India’s growth,too, even though we
might do better than other large
economies," he added."Investors can
wait for the dust to settle down. For the
short term, it would be better to focus
on domestic consumption-driven
themes and pharma in the externally-
linked segments.

Asian stocks slide after Wall Street
surrenders to hit by Trump's tariffs

HONG KONG. Asian shares slid
further Friday after US President
Donald Trump's tariffs sent shudders
through Wall Street at a level of shock
unseen since the COVID-19 pandemic
pummeled world markets in 2020.

Everything from crude oil to Big Tech
stocks to the value of the US dollar
against other currencies has fallen.
Even gold, a traditional safe haven that
recently hit record highs, pulled lower
after Trump announced his "Liberation
Day" set of tariffs,’ which economists
say carries the risk of a potentially
toxic mix of weakening economic
growth and higher inflation.Markets in
Shanghai, Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Indonesia were closed for holidays,
limiting the scope of Friday's sell-offs

in Asia.Tokyo's Nikkei 225 lost 4.3%
to 33,263.58, while South Korea's
Kospi sank 1.8% to 2,441.86.The two
US allies said they were focused on
negotiating lower tarifs with Trump's
administration.Australia's S&P/ASX
200 dropped 2.

2% to 7,684.30.In other trading early

Friday, the US dollar fell to 145.39
Japanese yen from 146.06. The yen is
often used as a refuge in uncertain
times, while Trump's policies are
meant in part to weaken the dollar to
make goods made in the US more price
competitive overseas.The euro gained
to $1.1095 from $1.1055.Trump
announced a minimum tariff of 10%
on global imports, with the tax rate
running much higher on products from

certain countries like China and those
from the European Union. Smaller,
poorer countries in Asia were slapped
with tariffs as high as 49%.It's
"plausible" the tariffs altogether,
which would rival levels unseen in
more than a century, could knock
down US economic growth by 2
percentage points this year and raise
inflation close to 5%, according to
UBS.

That's such a big hit it "makes one's

rational mind regard the possibility of
them sticking as low," according to
Bhanu Baweja and other strategists at
UBS.Trump has previously said tariffs
could cause "a little disturbance" in the
economy and markets. On Thursday
he downplayed the impact.

the tax rate running much higher on
products from certain countries like
China and those from the European
Union. It’s “plausible” the tariffs
altogether, which would rival levels
unseen in roughly a century, could knock
down US economic growth by 2

United States, a process that could

take years.
If Trump follows through on his tariffs,

stock prices may need to fall much
more than 10% from their all-time high in
order to reflect the recession that could
follow, along with the hit to profits that
U.S. companies could take. The S&P 500
is now down 11.8% from its record set in
February.

US tech, retail stocks
lead rout after
Trump's tariff blow

NEW DELHI. Megacap US tech companies
including Apple and retail giants Walmart and
Nike led a global market meltdown as President
Donald Trump's sweeping new tariffs heightened
fears of a spike in costs across a wide range of
industries.The tariffs, which threaten to destabilize
the world trade order and unsettle businesses, mark
a sharp reversal from just a few months ago when
hopes of business-friendly policies under the
Trump administration pushed US stocks to record
highs.Trump said he would impose a 10% baseline
tariff on all US imports along with higher duties on
dozens of other countries, pushing U.S. tariffs to
the highest in more than a century according to
Fitch Ratings.Analysts and economists warned
that hefty tariffs on imports from Asian
manufacturing hubs and potential retaliatory
measures could rattle global supply chains, dent
corporate profit margins and significantly raise
recession risks.Ken Mahoney, CEO of Mahoney
Asset Management in Montvale, New Jersey, said
some pre-announcements can be expected this
earnings season. "What guidance can a company
really give in this scenario when things are looking
so dire?""Even before tariffs were actually set in
stone, we heard from companies like Walmart and
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Delta, for example, ... that they were already seeing
a slowdown as the tariff talk just started so we can
only imagine what they are going to say now," he
said.The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell more
than 3% and the benchmark S&P 500 was down
almost 4%.

TECH HARDWARE AND SEMICONDUCTORS

An 8.8% drop in Apple's shares was the biggest
weight on the S&P 500. More than 90% of its
manufacturing is based in China, one of the
hardest-hit countries by the tariffs, according to an
estimate from Citi.Rosenblatt Securities estimated
the iPhone maker could face $39.5 billion of tariff
costs, adding that "if these costs were just eaten by
Apple, we estimate a near 32% hit to operating
profit and EPS, annualized."Makers of PCs and Al
servers will be hit hard as well. The U.S. imported
nearly $486 billion in electronics last year, the
second-biggest sector for imports, after
machinery, according to Census Bureau data.

What has he done' Startup leaders
criticise Piyush Goyal's 'dukaandari’ jibe

Startup ecosystem leaders' response
came after Piyush Goyal took a firm

“Do we have to make ice cream or chips?
Dukaandari hi karna hai (Do we just want
to do shopkeeping)?,” Goyal asked

harasses overseas

investors on

remittances and AIFs, treat them badly,
cos FE rules. China invested 845 billion

reality is this: there are almost 1.5 lakh
real people who are earning livelihoods on
Zepto today,” Palicha said.He also

stance and said that while Indian
startups were husy huilding food
delivery platforms and fantasy

gaming apps, those in countries like

during his speech. He questioned whether
the country was content with creating gig
jobs instead of aiming for deeper
innovation and long-term progress in
key technologies.These comments have
led to strong responses from well-known

China were working on EVs,
semiconductors, hatteries, and Al.

New Desk. Startup founders and leaders
have stepped up to defend India’s startup
ecosystem after Union Minister Piyush
Goyal questioned its direction and focus.
China, is under the spotlight after a strong
statement from Union Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal.Speaking at the
Startup Maha Kumbh on Thursday, Goyal
criticised the current direction of Indian
startups. He pointed out that while many
Indian startups are focusing on food
delivery, betting, and fantasy sports,
Chinese startups are working on electric

vehicles, battery technology,
semiconductors, and artificial
intelligence.

names in the startup and tech world.
Mohandas Pai, former CFO of Infosys and
a prominent investor, said the
comparison with China was unfair and
unhelpful. He raised concerns about the
role of government policies in slowing
down the growth of deep tech in India.
"These are bad comparions. India has
startups in all those areas too but they are
small. Minister @PiyushGoyal should
not belittle our startups but ask himself
what has he done as our Minister to help
deep tech start ups grow in India?” Pai
wrote on X.He further blamed India’s
financial system and regulations for
creating hurdles.“We have a hostile
@FinMinIndia @nsitharaman who
harassed start ups on Angel tax for many
years, do not allow endowments to invest,
insurance cos still do not invest whereas
they do globally. @RBI regularly

dollars from 2014 to 2024. India only 160
billion dollars! Why is Minister
Zepto founder Aadit Palicha also responded

and defended India’s consumer internet
startups and highlighted the impact of
Zepto, which began only 3.5 years ago.
Zepto became a unicorn in 2023 and is one
of the industry pioneers in quick e-
commerce. It started the 10-minute
delivery service via its online app, which
has been adopted by its competitors.“It is
easy to criticise consumer internet
startups in India, especially when you
compare them to the deep technical
excellence being built in US/China. The

pointed out that Zepto pays over Rs 1,000
crore in taxes to the government each
year, has brought in over a billion dollars
of foreign direct investment, and has
invested hundreds of crores into India’s
supply chains, especially for fresh fruits
and vegetables.“If that isn't a miracle in
Indian innovation, I honestly don't
know what is,” he added.Palicha further
argued that large-scale internet
companies are important for developing
future technologies. “Why doesn't India
have its own large-scale foundational AT
model? It's because we still haven't built
great internet companies,” he said.He
gave global examples to support his
point. “Most technology-led innovation
over the past two decades has originated
from consumer internet companies. Who
scaled cloud computing? Amazon. Who
are the big players in Al today? Facebook,
Google, Alibaba, Tencent — all started as
consumer internet companies,” he
said.Palicha also explained that these
companies have access to the best data,
talent, and capital, which helps them drive
innovation.




NATIONAL

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Saturday, 05 April 2025

Only Delhi women to bhe allowed for
free bus rides with smart cards

The move comes days after CM Rekha Gupta in the Assembly alleged corruption in the

existing pink ticket system under the prekus AAP government

NEW DELHI. The free bus rides scheme
for women launched during Aam Aadmi
Party’s tenure will now have a rider.
According to officials, the scheme will
now be available to women residing in the
national capital.

The women will now be given lifetime smart
cards to avail the free ridership in DTC
buses replacing the pink tickets, said
officials. For this, the Delhi government
will soon launch a registration process
where the beneficiaries would be asked to
produce proof of residence to ensure that
they are residents of Delhi. *As per the
eligibility criteria, the lifetime smart card
will be issued only to women residing in
Delhi, allowing them to travel anywhere,
any time without any limitations,” an
official said. The move comes days after

CM Rekha Gupta in the Assembly alleged

corruption in the existing pink ticket ‘]
system under the previous AAP
government. “We are committed to
providing this service to women...
Corruption will not be tolerated. We
will introduce digital travel cards for
women, putting an end to the ‘pink §
corruption” tied to physical tickets,”
Gupta said. “The card will allow ¢
women to travel freely on public buses
anytime, eliminating corruption
linked to ticketing,” she added,
emphasising that the ticketing system
will be fully digitised to enhance
efficiency.

She also said that the entire system would be

modernised. and the flawed existing
schemes would be revamped to ensure
transparency and efficiency. “Our goal is
to make Delhi’s public transport more

/,MJ \ ¥ ) AE
accessible, reliable and globally
recognised,” Gupta said during the Budget
Session of the Assembly, highlighting the
broader efforts to make public transports
more inclusive and efficient, particularly
for women. The free bus ticket scheme
was launched by the AAP on the occasion
of Bhai Dooj in 2019. Women receive

Delhi HC says high speed
alone doesn’t prove rash or
negligent driving

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High Court has ruled that
driving at a high speed cannot automatically be
deemed as rash and negligent behavior and stressed
that speed alone is insufficient to establish culpability
unless supported by concrete evidence of reckless
conduct. Justice Saurabh Banerjee made the
observation while discharging a man accused of
driving at high speed and fatally hitting two
pedestrians.

The accused had been convicted by a trial court under
Sections 279 (rash driving) and 304A (causing death
by negligence) of the IPC, 1860, and sentenced to two
years of rigorous imprisonment. Reversing the
conviction, the court noted a significant lack of
evidence to demonstrate that the accused was driving
inareckless or negligent manner.

“Even assuming that the petitioner was driving ata *high
speed’, the same
is not sufficient
to conclude that
he was, in fact,
driving the car in
a ‘rash and
negligent’
manner,” Justice
Banerjee said.

The court pointed
out that neither
the witnesses nor
the prosecution had defined what constituted “high
speed” in the case or provided any specific details
about the speed at which the vehicle was being driven.

The HC observed that merely because the car, allegedly
being driven at a ‘high speed’, hit two pedestrians,
leading to their death, it is not adequate for a court of
law to hold that the petitioner was being ‘rash and
negligent’. It further criticised the prosecution’s case
for its overall inconsistencies and lack of conclusive
proof. “Succinctly put, there being an overall infirmity
and unfilled lacunae in the case set up by the
prosecution, it was not able to prove beyond
reasonable doubt that the petitioner was indeed driving
the carina ‘rash and negligent’ manner, which resulted
in the demise of the two pedestrians,” the court
observed.

Heritage tag for Delhi Old
Secretariat likely soon

After Independence, the huilding saw a lull in activity
until Delhi was granted an Assembly in 1952.

NEW DELHL. The iconic Old Secretariat building —
which houses the Delhi Legislative Assembly — may
soon become a heritage site. Unveiling a plan to convert

the 115-year-old structure into a heritage site,
Assembly Speaker Vijender Gupta on Thursday said
that he would take it up with Union Minister of Culture
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,

Once a symbol of imperialism, the Vidhan Sabha
building housed both the Central Legislative Council
(Parliament) and a temporary Central Secretariat when
the capital of British India was shifted from Kolkata
(then Calcutta) to Delhi in December 1911. After
Independence, the building saw a lull in activity until
Delhi was granted an Assembly in 1952,

However, the Assembly was disbanded in 1956. The
building assumed fresh significance in 1966 as a
Metropolitan Council was established in Delhi. The
building has been the seat of the Delhi legislature since
1993. The Old Secretariat was designed by E Montague
Thomas in 1912 and was completed in eight months.
The Assembly had plans in 2022 to renovate the
execution house — a two-room suite outside the
Assembly chamber that can be accessed via a staircase
—and throw it open to the public.

Verma says initiative aims to tackle lo

NEW DELHI. Water Minister Parvesh

Verma on Thursday inspected the
Wazirabad Water Treatment Plant
(WTP) and Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP), announcing a 50-year master
plan to ensure a sustainable and clean
water supply for the city. The
initiative aims to tackle long-term
water shortages and improve
infrastructure, he said.

A major component of the plan @

involves desilting the Wazirabad
Barrage to double its storage capacity
within the next one to one-and-a-half
months. Verma stated that this
measure will help prevent shortages,
particularly during the summer
months, He also criticized past
administrations for neglecting Delhi’s
water infrastructure, emphasizing that
his government is committed to
transparency and effective governance.
The minister also highlighted efforts to
curb Yamuna pollution and illegal
encroachments. “The Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) has enlisted the help of the

Indian Army’s Territorial Army to
pre\-'ent encroachments and waste
dumping into the river,” he said. He
assured stricter surveillance and
tougher enforcement against violators
to restore the Yamuna's health.

Verma also announced the

implementation of a comprehensive
water management strategy to replace
crisis-driven solutions with long-term
reforms. The plan includes upgrading
pipelines, preventing water leakage,
and enhancing the distribution network
to reduce wastage. He noted that

single-journey passes in the form
of pink tickets, with the
government covering the cost of Rs
10 perticket.
Govt to soon launch registration
process
.. The Delhi government will soon
launch a registration process where
the beneficiaries would be asked to
produce proof of residence to
ensure they are residents of Delhi.
As per the eligibility criteria, the
lifetime smart card will be issued
only to women residing in Delhi. allowing
them to travel anywhere, any time without
any limitations,” an official said. The
move comes days after Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta in the assembly alleged
corruption in the existing pink ticket
system.,

'Master plan to ensure clean water in Delhi

ng-term water shortages and improve infrastructure

outdated pipelines and illegal water
extraction have contributed
significantly to Delhi’s water issues,
but the new approach will address these
problems systematically.

To maintain transparency, Verma
disclosed that the Total Dissolved
Solids (TDS) level in Wazirabad’s
water stands at 170, which meets
safety standards set by the World
Health Organization (WHO) and
Indian regulations. “I drank the
treated water myself and verified its
safety. Instead of fear-driven politics,
we are taking concrete steps to
guarantee clean water for every
citizen,” he said.

He also revealed plans for an 1T-based
dashboard to enable real-time tracking
of water intake and output at WTPs and
STPs. Reaffirming the government’s
commitment to ensuring uninterrupted
clean water access for all Delhi
residents, he stated, “Those using the
water crisis for political gain will have
to answer for their actions.

S-7 per cent fee hike in new DU
academic session likely

According to projections, the university expects to collect more than Rs 246 crore in revenue

from tuition fees in the fmunclul year 2025-26.

NEW DELHI. Delhi
University is planning to
increase “nominal 5%-7%"
fees charged from students
in the academic year 2025- !
26, with Vice-Chancellor
Professor Yogesh Singh
saying the hike will be
applicable forall courses.

In an exclusive interview with
this newspaper, Professor [B
Singh says that the fee hike
is not to strengthen the
finances of the university,
but to compensate for
inflation.

“We don’t want to hike the fees very
heavily for the students. It will be a
regular hike. Fees alone don’t run the
varsity. We have adequate budget and
support from the Central government,”

he said.

“Under the Higher Education Funding

Agency, we’ve got Rs 1,000 crore and

Rs 900 crore for the Institute of

Eminence tag. We have recently

purchased furniture
worth Rs 100 crore and
spent over Rs 100 crore
on upgrading our library.
We are trying to work
harder to spend the
money for the future of
our students,” he said.
According to projections,
the university expects to
collect more than Rs 246
crore in revenue from
tuition fees in the
financial year 2025-26.
® The V-C talked about
revamping the student
election process in the university. “Itis
time for the university to rethink the
election system. We are yet to decide if
direct or indirect elections will be held
to appoint DUSU members,” he said.
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Over 50,000 power cuts
lasting over five hours
in last 10 years in Delhi:
Minister Sood

NEW DELHI. Power Minister Ashish Sood on
Thursday accused the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
of misleading the public on power outages in the
capital. Speaking at a press conference at the
Delhi secretariat, Sood dismissed opposition
claims, stating that the AAP government
presided over 51,958 power cuts lasting over
five hours in the last 10 years, averaging 14 long
outages per day. Soood said the government is
considering legal action against those spreading
falsehoods and disturbing peace.

He asserted that no power grid in the world can
function without scheduled shutdowns and
questioned why prolonged power cuts occurred
under Atishi’s tenure despite AAP’s claims of
transforming the sector. Citing data from BSES
and Tata Power, Sood detailed power cut
incidents from 2015 to 2024, with peak outages
in 2016 (8,659 instances) and the lowest in 2022
(2,692 instances).

He also dismissed Atishi’s claim that data on
power cufs was available on the state load
dispatch centre (SLDC) website, stating that no
such figures exist in official records.

Looking ahead, Sood said the government is
working on transformer upgrades, removing
overhead cables, and collaborating with the
Public Works Department (PED) and the Delhi
Jal Board to prevent waterlogging-related
outages. With summer demand expected to rise
to 9,200 MW, he assured that the government is
implementing load balancing, setting up a 24-
hour control center, and reviewing power
purchase agreements. The AAP has repeatedly
accused the BJP-led Delhi government of
mismanaging the city’s power supply, citing
frequent outages since it took office.

Over 300 seized vehicles

gutted in police yard
fire in Delhi

NEW DELHI. More than 300 vehicles seized by

Delhi Police were destroyed in a fire that broke
out on Thursday at the malkhana in Nehru Place,
located in the southeastern part of the national
capital, officials said.

Fire officials reported receiving an alert about the

blaze around 2 pm. The caller informed them that
the fire was spreading across vehicles parked at
the malkhana (vard) behind the MTNL office in
Nehru Place. In response, five fire tenders were
dispatched to the scene. Firefighters managed to
bring the fire under control and began cooling
operations.

The fire had affected two-wheelers, three-wheelers.

and cars in the open area of the malkhana. No
casualties were reported in the incident,
according to senior fire officials.

The vehicles, which were parked in the malkhana,

had been seized under the 207 Motor Vehicle Act
and 66 Delhi Police Act. Initial investigations
indicate that approximately 300 to 400 vehicles
were destroyed in the fire, the officials said,
adding that the exact cause of the blaze remains
under investigation. In a separate incident, a car
caught fire on Wednesday night in the Ambedkar
Nagar area of South Delhi. No injuries were
reported in the incident.

Police said they received a PCR call around 9 pm

regarding the fire. Upon arrival at the Khanpur to
Chirag Delhi road, officers found a car engulfed
in flames. The driver, Shakeel Ahmad, a resident
of Jamia Nagar, stated that the fire started
suddenly while he was driving.

Delhi Assembly to install 500 kVA
solar panels within 100 days

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Assembly has
announced plans to install 500 kVA
capacity solar panels within 100 days,
which is expected to save approximately
Rs 15 lakh per month in electricity costs,
Speaker Vijender Gupta said on
Thursday. Gupta emphasised that the
initiative would promote solar energy,
sending a message to the public to adopt
renewable energy and work towards zero
electricity bills.

Additionally, Gupta revealed that the

Assembly aims to go paperless before Gupta expressed surprise that despite

the upcoming monsoon session under
the National e-Vidhan Application
(NeVA) project. As part of the initiative,
a media desk will be established,
equipped with 25 computers, an internet
connection, and printers.

Addressing the press, Gupta also
highlighted the accomplishments of the
new Delhi government, stating that in the

successfully. The seven-day

budget session was completed in §
a record 27.56 hours, he noted. |

Gupta shared that the budget,
tabled on March 25, was
discussed for just 7.13 minutes by
36 members,
from the opposition Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP). The only calling
attention motion accepted during
the session was moved by the
opposition to discuss power cuts.

including those £

(s s

Z,

opposition,

stating that they were

L% Additionally, a resolution under
Rule 107 was passed to dispose
of over 300 matters carried
forward from the previous
Assembly’s committees.

In a cultural milestone, the
Assembly also celebrated the
Hindu New Year for the first
time, marking another
achievement of the current

= session.

House needs around 600 KW of
power: Speaker

being present on the Assembly premises,
the opposition did not participate in the
discussion on their own motion. He
questioned the opposition’s absence
while they claimed to have been
prevented from speaking on the issue of
power cuts, “The Opposition will have to
answer about this in the next session,” he
said.

40 days since its formation, two sessions The Speaker also criticized “politically

had been held and concluded

motivated” disruptions by the

handled “sternly” during the budget
session, For the first time, one day of the
session was dedicated to private
members’ resolutions, and a record 78
matters were raised under the special
mention rule. Gupta further noted that
eight reports from the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) on the
performance of the previous Delhi
government were tabled in the House,
but the opposition did not participate in
the discussions.

Speaker Vijender Gupta said on Thursday,

“The Assembly needs around 600 KW of
power and it has two solar plants with
100 KW capacity each. The installed
solar power capacity will be increased to
fulfil our energy needs fully with solar
power.” Addressing a press conference,
Gupta said the Assembly will promote
solar energy to send a message to public
to adopt it and ensure zero bills against
electricity consumption.

AN B



INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Saturday, 05 April 2025

soth kerea courtupholds | Al-Generated Research Paper Is Latest
Spin On Climate Change Denial

President Yoon's
impeachment, ousts him
over martial law

Seoul South Korea's Constitutional Court on Friday
decided to oust President Yoon Suk Yeol, upholding
parliament's impeachment motion over his short-
lived imposition of martial law last year that sparked
the country's worst political crisis in decades.

With Yoon's ouster, a presidential election is required
to take place within 60 days, according to the
country's constitution.Yoon's lawyer said that he
feels miserable after the court upholds his
impeachment.Prime Minister Han Duck-soo will
continue to serve as acting president until the new
president is inaugurated.The ruling caps months of
political turmoil that has overshadowed efforts to
deal with the new administration of US President
Donald Trump at a time of slowing growth.

Separately, 64-year-old Yoon faces a criminal trial on
insurrection charges. The embattled leader became
the first sitting South Korean president to be arrested
on January 15 but was released in March after a court
cancelled his arrest warrant. The crisis was triggered
by Yoon's December 3 declaration of martial law,
which he has said was needed to root out "anti-state"
elements, and the opposition Democratic Party's
alleged abuse of its parliamentary majority that he
said was destroying the country.Yoon lifted the
decree six hours later after lawmakers defied efforts
by the security forces to seal off parliament and voted
to reject it. Yoon has said he never intended to fully
impose emergency military rule and tried to
downplay the fallout, saying nobody was hurt.

Months of protests have followed, and it remains
unclear if the political chaos sparked by Yoon's
martial law declaration will now be eased by the
courtruling.

Trump confident in TikTok
sale as US ban deadline
approaches

world. President Donald Trump again downplayed
risks that TikTok is in danger of being banned in the
United States, saying he remains confident of finding
abuyer for the app's US business by a Friday deadline.

The hugely popular video-sharing app, which has over
170 million American users, is under threat from a
law that passed overwhelmingly last year and orders
TikTok to split from its Chinese owner ByteDance or
face a ban in the United States.Motivated by
widespread belief in Washington that TikTok is
ultimately controlled by the Chinese government, the
law took effect on January 19, one day before Trump's
inauguration.But the Republican president quickly
announced a delay that has allowed it to continue to
operate; that delay is set to expire on April 5.We have
a lot of potential buyers. There's tremendous interest
in TikTok," Trump told reporters onboard Air Force
One late Sunday." We have a lot of people that want to
buy TikTok. We're dealing with China also on it,
because they may have something to do with it," he
said, adding "I'd like to see Tik Tok remain alive."

Any deal to divest TikTok from ByteDance will require
the approval of Beijing, and Trump has said he may
offer to reduce tariffs on China as a way to get
Beijing's approval for the sale.Trump, though he
supported a ban in his first term, has lately become the
app's greatest defender, seeing it as a reason more
young voters supported him in November's election.

One of his major political donors, billionaire Jeff Yass,
is also a major stakeholder in parent company
ByteDance.

ByteDance on board? -

Several proposals for TikTok's US business have
emerged since the law began to make its way through
Congress last year. But according to The New York
Times, citing people involved in coming up with a
solution, the most likely fix would see existing US
investors in ByteDance roll over their stakes into a
new independent global TikTok company.Additional
US investors would be brought on to reduce the
proportion of Chinese investors. Trump at one point
said the US government could also take a stake
through a newly announced national sovereign fund.

You Cannot Annex Another
Country™: Denmark PM To
US Over Greenland

Oslo.Accusing the US of subjecting Denmark and
Greenland to "pressure and threats," Danish Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen firmly rejected US
attempt to annex the Greenland, citing international
law."You cannot annex other countries -- not even
under the pretext of international security,"
Frederiksen said at a press conference with
Greenlandic officials in Nuuk, the capital of
Greenland. "National borders, sovereignty,
territorial integrity - these are rooted in international
law. These principles were established after World
War II so that small countries would not have to fear
large ones."Meanwhile, she expressed deep concern
over what she described as pressure and threats from
the United States. "When you seek to take over part
of the Kingdom (of Denmark)'s territory, when we
are subjected to pressure and threats by our closest
ally, what are we to think about the country we have
admired for so many years?" Frederiksen said.

The press conference, which was broadcast live by
Danish broadcaster DR, was held amid US President
Donald Trump's continuous expression of interest in
acquiring Greenland, an autonomous territory of
Denmark, Xinhua news agency reported.

Mute Egede, the outgoing Greenlandic prime minister,
who spoke alongside Frederiksen and the incoming
leader Jens-Frederik Nielsen, praised the Danish
prime minister's stance and emphasised the progress
made in Denmark-Greenland relations in recent
years.He said that while challenges remain, the two
sides are cooperating more closely. "Today's global
situation obliges us to work together. Good friends
and allies must stand together to defend the values
we have long shared in the Western world," he said.

Washington.Climate change deniers are
pushing an Al-generated paper questioning
human-induced warming, leading experts
to warn against the rise of research that is
inherently flawed but marketed as neutral
and scrupulously logical.

The paper rejects climate models on human-
induced global warming and has been
widely cited on social media as being the
first "peer-reviewed" research led by
artificial intelligence (Al) on the topic.

Titled "A Critical Reassessment of the
Anthropogenic CO2-Global Warming
Hypothesis," it contains references
contested by the scientific community,
according to experts interviewed by AFP.

Computational and ethics researchers also
cautioned against claims of neutrality in
papers that use Al as an author.The new
study -- which claims to be entirely written
by Elon Musk's Grok 3 AI -- has gained
traction online, with a blog post by Covid-
19 contrarian Robert Malone promoting it
gathering more than a million views.After

the debacle of man-made climate change
and the corruption of evidence-based
medicine by big pharma, the use of Al for
government-funded research will become
normalized, and standards will be
developed for its use in peer-reviewed
journals," Malone wrote.There is
overwhelming scientific consensus
linking fossil fuel combustion to rising
global temperatures and increasingly
severe weather disasters.

Illusion of objectivity

Academics have warned that the surge of
Al in research, despite potential benefits,
risks triggering an illusion of objectivity
and insight in scientific research."Large
language models do not have the capacity
to reason. They are statistical models
predicting future words or phrases based
on what they have been trained on. This is
not research," argued Mark Neff, an
environmental sciences professor.

The paper says Grok 3 "wrote the entire
manuscript," with input from co-authors

who "played a crucial role in guiding its
development."Among the co-authors was
astrophysicist Willie Soon -- a climate
contrarian known to have received more
than a million dollars in funding from the

fossil fuel industry over the
years.Scientifically contested papers by
physicist Hermann Harde and Soon himself
were used as references for the Al's analysis.
Microbiologist Elisabeth Bik, who tracks
scientific malpractice, remarked the paper

did not describe how it was written: "It
includes datasets that formed the basis of
the paper, but no prompts," she noted. "We
know nothing about how the authors asked
the Al to analyze the data." Ashwinee Panda,
a postdoctoral fellow on Al safety at the
University of Maryland, said the claim
that Grok 3 wrote the paper created a
veneer of objectivity that was
unverifiable." Anyone could just claim'T
didn't write this, the Al did, so this is
unbiased' without evidence," he said.
Opaque review process
Neither the journal nor its publisher --
which seems to publish only one journal
-- appear to be members of the
Committee of Publication Ethics.The
paper acknowledges "the careful edits
provided by a reviewer and the editor-
in-chief," identified on its website as
Harde.It does not specify whether it
underwent open, single-, or double-blind
review and was submitted and published
within just 12 days.

No food, one toilet: Passengers fume as 30-
hour Turkey airport ordeal drags on

Virgin Atlantic flight made
emergency landing in Turkey on
April 2

Over 250 passengers, many of
them Indians, stranded at
Diyarhakir Airport

Passengers facing lack of food,
toilets, and charging points

—

world.  More than 250 passengers,
including several Indians, have been
stranded for over 30 hours at Turkey's
Diyarbakir Airport after a Virgin
Atlantic flight from London to
Mumbai was forced to make an
emergency landing.Flight VS358
departed London's Heathrow airport at
11:40 a.m. local time on April 2 and
was scheduled to land in Mumbai at
1:40 a.m. on April 3. However, the
plane made an unscheduled landing at

Diyarbakir airport around 7 p.m. local
time after a passenger required urgent
medical attention.Following what

s

Virgin Atlantic described as a "hard
landing", the aircraft was deemed unfit
to fly due to a technical issue.
Passengers were disembarked, but
while the crew was transported to a
hotel, passengers remained confined to
a restricted area within the small
regional airport, which lacks adequate
facilities."We are actively exploring
all options, including the operation of
an alternative aircraft, to ensure
customers can reach Mumbai as soon

as possible," the UK-based airline said
in a statement on Thursday.Passengers,
however, painted a grim picture of
their ordeal. X users detailed a
lack of basic amenities,
including insufficient food,
limited toilet facilities, and a
lack of charging points for
electronic devices."It’s been 24
hours and not a single airline
representative has met the
passengers. They have barely
any food, one toilet amongst
275 pax, phones running out of
batteries as they don’t have
Turkish adapters. There are
babies, pregnant women,
diabetics and old people in this
ordeal," wrote AAP leader Preeti
Sharma-Menon on X, requesting
government intervention.The Indian
Embassy in Turkey said it is in contact
with the airport and other
authorities."The Embassy of India,
Ankara is in constant communication
with Virgin Atlantic Airlines,
Diyarbakir Airport Directorate, and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Trump's approval rating hits new
low amid tariff announcement

world. President Donald Trump's
approval rating has dropped to
43%, the lowest since he took
office. According to a
Reuters/Ipsos poll, most
Americans are not happy with his
tariff strategy and his
administration's
management.The survey, which
lasted three days and closed on
Wednesday, indicated a 2-point
drop from a survey taken in late
March. It is also 4 points below
the 47% approval rating which he
received shortly after his
inauguration in January. Trump's
approval had been highest in
early 2017 at 49%. His lowest in
his first term was 33% in December
2017.Despite his current approval
being lower than it was earlier this year,
it's higher than it was for most of his
first term. While Joe Biden had a lower
35% just before the November election.

Are Americans satisfied with
aggressive Trump policies?

One of the main areas where Trump's
popularity declined is in how he

manages the economy. Only 37% of
people sanctioned his performance on
economic matters,
sanctioned his response to the high cost
of living, an issue President Biden is
also grappling with.Most Americans
are particularly concerned about
Trump's tariffs on items such as
automobiles and automotive parts.
Almost half of respondents indicated

and only 30%

that they think the new tariffs
will harm them and their
families. Trump's tariff hikes
have created uncertainty in the
stock market. His aggressive
policies have also resulted in a
shift in the way the US engages
with the world by disrupting
long-standing diplomatic
norms.Another problem that has
been of concern is how the
Trump administration manages a
military situation.The survey
found that 74% of individuals
felt that it was irresponsible for
Trump's staff to talk about a
military strike on militants in
Yemen on a popular messaging
app, Signal.Only 22% of respondents
felt that it was merely an error. 70% of
people said Trump should be held
accountable for the gaffe.Trump's
foreign policy approval rating also fell
to 34%, from 37% in January. But he
still got a higher approval rating for his
immigration handling, with 48% of
Americans approving.

Indian-origin Catholic priest
Arul Carasala shot dead in
Kansas: What we know

Indian-origin Catholic priest Father Arul Carasala was

fatally shot in Seneca, Kansas, on Thursday. The

Immaculate Conception Church confirmed his death,

describing the incident as a "senseless act of violence."

UPDATED. Indian-origin Catholic priest Father Arul

Carasala was shot dead in Kansas' Seneca on Thursday.
The Immaculate Conception Church in St. Mary's,
Kansas confirmed his death on Facebook."Urgent
Prayer Request: One of our priests, Fr. Arul Carasala in
Seneca, was fatally shot today," the church
posted.Father Carasala was from Hyderabad, India. He
worked at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church in
Seneca.Authorities haven't released any information
about the conditions surrounding his fatal shooting.

Whois Arul Carasala?
Father Arul Carasala was born and raised in South India.

He was ordained as a priest in 1994 in Diocese of
Cuddapah, Telangana. He moved to Kansas in 2004 at
the invitation of Archbishop James P. Keleher.

Father Carasala has been working in Kansas ever since

and became a US citizen on May 20,2011 in Kansas.

Earlier than serving at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic

Church in Seneca, Father Carasala served at a number
of other parishes in KansasHe became the pastor at
various parishes, including St. Vincent de Paul in
Onaga and St. Patrick in Corning.Kansas City
Archbishop Joseph Fred Naumann announced his death.

"I am heartbroken to share the tragic news of the death
of Fr. Arul Carasala, who was fatally shot earlier today,"
Naumann wrote."This senseless act of violence has left
us grieving the loss of a beloved priest, leader, and
friend."The Knights of Columbus organised a Rosary
ceremony at Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Seneca,
followed by a Mass presided over by Archbishop
Naumann in memory of Father Carasala.

Kansas Speaker of the House, Dan Hawkins, also shared

his condolences. He said, "It is heartbreaking to hear of
the news of the fatal shooting of Fr. Arul Carasala. My
deepest prayers go out to all who knew him, as they
grapple with this senseless act of violence and tragic
loss to the faith community."

India Deploys Relief Teams, Aid To
Myanmar After Deadly Earthquake

Mandalay.India's National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) is actively
leading the efforts as part of Operation
Bharma, with rescue and relief operations
underway in Myanmar.The country is
currently recovering from the devastating
7.7 magnitude earthquake that hit on March
28, following which India, being the first
responder in times of crisis in the
neighbourhood, had been providing vital
assistance to the countryNDRF Deputy
Commander Kunal Tiwari, who is
overseeing the search and rescue
operations, shared insights into the ongoing
efforts on Wednesday.Mr Tiwari
mentioned that the NDRF team consists of
80 personnel, supported by four specially
trained canines and advanced equipment
for rigging, lifting, cutting, and bridging.

Despite the challenges, Mr Tiwari expressed
confidence in their readiness to overcome
them. He also highlighted the team's
expertise in managing recovery operations,
including handling the recovery of mortal

remains with dignity and respect.

"Our team has a total of 80 members. We
have four canines and heavy team
equipment like rigging, lifting, cutting, and
bridging. Our team is fully equipped," he
said.The NDRF Deputy Commander also
spoke about the significant support
received from Myanmar's local population
and emphasised the strong bond between
India and Myanmar, noting that while India
has extended a helping hand, the people of
Myanmar have shown immense warmth
and respect in return."As India has taken
one step forward to help Myanmar, so have
the people of Myanmar taken two steps
forward with us. Wherever we are going,
we get their full support. So it is because of
this bonding between Myanmar and India
that we are able to carry forward with our
work," Mr Tiwari added.Regarding
aftershocks, Mr Tiwari assured that safety
is a top priority for the team. All personnel
are equipped with personal protective
equipment (PPE), and thorough safety

protocols, including marking escape routes
and safe zones, are strictly followed before
commencing any work."Safety first is our
principle. All of us trained for it. We all
have good PPE, which gives us local
protection. Before starting any work, we
mark the escape route properly and the safe
zone; the safety officer is informed," he
said.Mandalay, the city hardest hit by the
earthquake, has been divided into four
sectors: Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, and Delta.
The Delta sector, which is the most affected
area, is under India's responsibility and has
seen significant intervention, with India
covering 11 ofthe 15 designated work sites.
A local Myanmar monk expressed deep
appreciation for India's efforts, stating that
he was satisfied and grateful for the
assistance provided. Another local,
Hussain, also expressed his thanks,
describing the arrival of the Indian team as
a source of great relief."We got a great
sense of relief when you came. You
(Indians) are very hard-working people.

We are very happy and at peace. We have
benefitted a lot from the arrival of NDRF.
May god shower blessings upon India and
its leadership," he said.As part of Operation
Brahma, India has already delivered 625
metric tonnes of humanitarian aid and
disaster relief materials to Myanmar as of
Tuesday.The operation reflects India's
commitment to being a first responder in
the region, providing essential search and
rescue, medical aid, and disaster relief in
the wake of the March 28
earthquake.Operation Brahma is a
comprehensive effort involving multiple
branches of the Indian government to
address the widespread devastation caused
by the earthquake and support Myanmar's
recovery.The Indian Army has also set up a
Field Hospital, providing medical support
to the people.According to the Indian
Army's release, the medical team
successfully conducted 23 surgeries, over
1,300 laboratory investigations, and 103 X-
ray procedures as of Thursday evening.
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Rohit Sharma's bizarre

chat with Zaheer goes

viral: 'Jab karna tha,
maine kiya'

NEW DELHI. Mumbai Indians’ (MI) batter
Rohit Sharma’s chat with Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) mentor Zaheer Khan has been
going viral on social media. The opening
batter hasn’t been in the best of forms in the
ongoing season, having scored just 21 runs
from three innings so far. He began the
season with a four-ball duck against Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) and further scored 8 and
13 in the next two matches
respectively.Amid his poor form, a clip
posted by Mumbai Indians has been going
viral on social media where Rohit can be
heard saying that he doesn’t need to do
anything anymore. The video is being widely
shared by fans as his chat is being seen as a
comment on his current form.“Jab karta tha
maine kiya barabar se, mujhe ab kare ki
zaroorat ni hai (I’ve done a lot in the past now
I don’t need to do anything),” said Rohit in a
video shared by Mumbai Indians on their X
account.Recently, Rohit was also seen
talking to MI owner Neeta Ambani

following his another poor outing against
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) in the last
game at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.
Rohit got dismissed for 13 (12) by Andre
Russell for the first time in his IPL career as
he holed out to mid-off.Earlier in the
previous season, Rohit found himself in the
middle of another controversy as his chat
with KKR assistant coach Abhishek Nayar
also went viral. The former MI captain was
heard saying “Ye mera last hai (this my
last),” as fans began speculating his shift
from Mumbai to some other franchise.

Ahead of the 2024 season, Rohit was
unceremoniously removed from the
captaincy with Hardik Pandya being given
the leadership duties following his transfer
from Gujarat Titans (GT). The entire
incident resulted in several controversies for
Mumbai as reports of divisions inside the
camp also surfaced in the media.

Sai Kishore:
Benchwarmer to key cog
in Gujarat Titans' wheel

CHENNAL R Sai Kishore has been one of the
best finger spinners in the Indian domestic
circuit for a few years now. But the Tamil
Nadu left-arm orthodox bowler had to bide
his time to become a regular playing member
in the Indian Premier League (IPL).

In his first IPL stint at Chennai Super Kings,
Sai Kishore warmed the bench for two
successive seasons as he was expectedly
behind Ravindra Jadeja, a master of his craft,
in the pecking order.

Go Beyond The Boundary with our YouTube
channel. SUBSCRIBE NOW!

While the tweaker broke into the Gujarat
Titans (GT) XI in the business end of their
title-winning campaign in 2022, he had to be
content with a bit-part role in the previous

three-year cycle because of the presence of
top-quality spinners in Rashid Khan and
Noor Ahmad. But this year, he has been a
regular feature.On Wednesday at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, it was his spell of 2
for 22 that went a long way in Titans winning
the game. The lanky left-armer was bought
back by Titans for Rs 2 crore using the ‘Right
To Match’ card at the mega auction.

With Noor making the move to CSK, Sai
Kishore, who has a phenomenal economy of
5.98 in 73 T20 matches, has been elevated to
a frontline spinner in the ‘playing XII’
(including the Impact Player). The 28-year-
old is leading the wickets chart for GT with
six scalps in three matches.“I’m actually
looking forward to this season (playing more
matches). All this while, I’ve watched a lot of
games and learnt a lot. I’ve been very honest
with myselfand have worked really hard. Let
us hope that this season is a wonderful one,”
said Sai Kishore after GT’s win over
Mumbeai Indians in Ahmedabad.

The left-arm slow bowler has underlined his
credentials with match-influencing spells in
less-than-favourable conditions for the
spinners. When PBKS put on a boundary-
hitting exhibition in Ahmedabad, Sai
Kishore produced a miserly effort of 3 for 30.

On Wednesday, he foxed the RCB batters with
variations, which included angles, speeds
and type of deliveries.

New Delhi.

Rishabh Pant under pressure as struggling

Lucknow host rejuvenated Mumbai
il

«Mumbai Indians beat Kolkata
Knight Riders in their last game

«Lucknow Super Giants lost their
last game vs Punjab Kings

«Rishabh Pant has scored just 17
runs from three innings so far

—

NEW DELHI. Having finally got their
campaign started with a victory in the
previous encounter, Mumbai Indians (MI)
will be eager to continue their winning
momentum as they take on Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) on Friday, April 4 at Ekana
Stadium in Lucknow. The Hardik Pandya-
led side had a disastrous start to the season,
losing their opening encounter against arch-
rivals Chennai Super Kings (CSK) by four
wickets.They further failed to chase down
197 against the Gujarat Titans (GT) and lost
by 36 runs. However, the first home game
finally turned out to be the game-changer for
MI, who beat the defending champions
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) to open their
account on the points table.The youthful

“ﬂ

exuberance of Ashwani Kumar, coupled
with the energy of the local crowd, seems to
have rejuvenated Mumbai and set them up
perfectly for the rest of the season. If history
is any example, the five-time champions’
campaign just skyrockets after a few initial
hiccups. The Hardik Pandya-led side will
aim to continue their past record and make
sure that their campaign goes from strength
to strength from here onwards.On the other

hand, Lucknow have had a mixed season so
far under the leadership of their new captain,
Rishabh Pant. They managed to lose the
opening game against Delhi Capitals (DC)
from a dominating position but hammered
the hard-hitting Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH)
in the second game. However, Punjab Kings’
(PBKS) eight-wicket win over them in the
third encounter exposed frailties in their
playing combination.Captain Pant also

James Franklin rues SRH's poor death
bowling against KKR: Didn't get it quite right

IPL 2025 Coverage | IPL Points Table | IPL New Delhi. The Lucknow Super Giants will

«5RH slumped to a 80-run
defeat to KKR

«SRH dropped to the hottom of

the points tahle SRH leaked 66
runs in their last 4 overs

Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH)
bowling coach James Franklin said that the
Orange Army weren’t up to the mark in the
death overs in their Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2025 match against Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) on Thursday at the Eden
Gardens.

After asking KKR to bat first, SRH did get the

wickets of Sunil Narine and Quinton de
Kock early, but then conceded 200 runs. The
Sunrisers also let their guard down in the
death overs as the Knight Riders hammered
66 runs in their last four overs with
Venkatesh Iyer and Rinku Singh in the
middle. Thereafter, the Sunrisers got

bowled out for 120 in 16.4 overs. Didn’t
quite execute’Franklin, who played 20 IPL
matches for the Mumbai Indians (MI) in
2011 and 2012, said that had SRH bowled
well in the second half of their innings, they
would have been able to restrict the home

team to around the 180-run mark.“It's likely
acombination of both the assessment and the
execution. For example, the 65 runs off the
last four overs probably reflect that we didn’t
get it quite right,” Franklin said in the post-
match press conference.

Schedule
“At the halfway stage, KKR were 84 or 85 for
two. If we'd managed the back 10 overs
better, we probably could have kept them to
170-180, but we didn’t quite execute,”
Franklin said.“As a coach,
sometimes you reflect and wonder,
could we have done things better?
Could we have been a bit braver in
some aspects? Those are
conversations we’ll have in the
coming days before we go again on
Sunday. It’s about reflecting,
particularly with the players who
were out there, and making sure we
come back better, especially with
our execution in the death overs,”
Franklin added.
The Sunrisers will be looking to
bounce back when they face Gujarat Titans
on Sunday, April 6 at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium in Hyderabad. The
Orange Army slipped to the bottom of the
table after losing to the Knight Riders.

From Olympic hearthreak to winning
bagful of medals: Rower Tyagi's story

CHENNAIL As New Year 2024 dawned,
rower Ajay Tyagi was in a happy space and
dreaming of qualification for the Paris
Olympics. And why not? He was already in
the national camp and the next few months

were going to present him ample

opportunities to make it to his maiden
Games.Things, however, went downhill
from there as he was excluded from the
camp and went out of contention to qualify
for the marquee event. It was a difficult
period for Tyagi, a Havildar in the Indian
Army, who even thought of quitting the
sport and communicated the same to his
coaches. "Had they not convinced me, I
would have left the sport last year," 25-
year-old Tyagi told this daily following his
return from Tasmania, Australia where he
won two gold and a silver at the 2025
Australian Rowing Championships.He then
made a return to the sport during the Indoor
Nationals in Moga, Punjab in July 2024 and
won gold in the lightweight pair event.

"Representing the country in the Olympics
is every athlete's dream and I was no
different. I don't know why I was excluded
from the camp ahead of the 2024 Games. I
didn't compete at the 2024 National

Championships as [ was told to focus on my
preparations. Later, they picked only gold

medallists from the nationals for the
camp."Tyagi's return coincided with the
Indian Army hiring services of Australian

coach Antony Patterson and it changed his
outlook towards the sport completely. "He
brought his training methods. We were made
to take tests every month and our progress
was gauged from our performances there. I
saw huge improvements in my timings both
in water and on ergometer. My timings
have improved by 6-7 seconds outdoors
while the timings on ergometer saw an
improvement by four seconds. Earlier, we
used to work on ergometer for 30 minutes
but the foreign coach made us work there
for an hour. It improved our stamina," noted
the rower, who hails from Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh.An improved Tyagi was ready for
his second stint and the hard miles he had
done started to bear fruit as he went on a
medal-winning streak. It all started with his
first maiden gold of the National Games in
February in Uttarakhand. He finished on the
top of the podium at the lightweight men's
double sculls along with his partner Ujjwal
Kumar Singh.

LSGvs ML, IPL2025: Lucknow pitch report

hasn’t had a good start personally, having
accumulated just 17 runs from the first
three games, and the wicket-keeping
blunders have further added to his woes.
Hence, Pant has a lot to prove both as a
captain and player against Mumbai Indians
as Lucknow aim to bounce back to winning
ways.

HEAD-TO-HEAD: LSG vs MI

Lucknow is the only team from the present
IPL season who boast a dominating record
over Mumbai Indians, having beaten them
just once out of the six matches played
between the two teams. Be it home or away,
MI haven’t been able to stamp their
authority over LSG, which will give the
opposition massive confidence heading
into the fixture.

Team News: LSG vs MI

Lucknow have been bolstered by the return

of star seamer Akash Deep. However,

uncertainty remains on the return of Mayank

Yadav. On the other hand, there are no injury

concerns in the MI camp.

Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) Predicted XI:
Mitchell Marsh, Aiden Markram, Nicholas
Pooran, Rishabh Pant (WK/C), Ayush
Badoni, David Miller, Abdul Samad,
Digvesh Singh Rathi, Shardul Thakur,
Avesh Khan, Ravi Bishnoi,

LSG vs MI, pitch, weather

report IPL 2025: Will
Lucknow give a high-
scoring thriller

welcome the Mumbai Indians to Ekana
stadium on Friday, April 4 as Rishabh Pant
and his side look to bounce back from their
loss to the Punjab Kings. LSG were
hammered by PBKS in their home ground in a
one-sided affair in the end.This led to LSG
mentor Zaheer Khan publicly taking a dig at
the Lucknow curator for not allowing his side
enjoy 'home advantage.' Mumbai, on the other
hand, have got their season up and running
with a thumping win over the defending
champions, Kolkata Knight Riders, in
Mumbai. The MI side were greatly boosted by
the performance of Ashwani Kumar, who
produced a brilliant bowling performance
against KKR.With both teams aiming for a
win, let's see how the pitch and weather
conditions in Lucknow will help in having a
good IPL 2025 clash.

The pitch in Lucknow has always been known

to be on the slower side, with a lot of help for
the spinners as it is a red soil one. We saw in
the first match in Lucknow this season that
most of the help will be for the team chasing a
target at the Ekana stadium.While teams
batting first and chasing have won 7 matches
each out of the 15 played in the IPL at the
venue, we can expect whoever wins the toss to
bowl first and chase a target. LSG vs ML, IPL
2025: Lucknow weather forecastAccording
to Accuweather, it is expected to be a hot day
on Friday in Lucknow. The temperature is
expected to reach a high of 38 degree celsius,
with the temperature at toss time, 7 pm IST,
being 33. As the match progresses, the
temperature is expected to drop a bit.

Sumeeth eager to share hard-earned wisdom to youngsters

«Having recently called time on
his playing career, former
badminton doubles ace from
Telangana determined to lift
current crop of players

CHENNALI B Sumeeth Reddy recently made

one of the biggest decisions of his life.
Having dedicated his life to badminton for
over two decades, he called time on his
professional career. His playing days might
have ended but it's also the beginning of a
new chapter, a chapter he hopes will bring
wealth of success. Brimming with hard-
earned wisdom, Sumeeth, having donned the
hat of a coach, is now eager to pass on the
knowledge to youngsters in the days to come.

"I only wanted to do it (retire) when I felt like I

couldn't improve any further than whatever [
was during my peak. Lately, I could feel that
my body wasn't able to keep up. I had lost a
lot of power due to a back issue. Despite that,

I used to manage because of my experience.
Even last week, I was World No 25.
However, I couldn't get myself into the top-
10, something that was always in my mind.
Maybe, I could have pushed a little more but
that would not fulfill my goal," he said.

Once recommended by the doctors to quit

playing the sport (due to a back injury), the
man from Telangana had overlooked their
suggestion to soldier on and carve out a
respectable career for himself. Against all
odds, Sumeeth, alongside partner Manu
Attri, had made history in 2016 by becoming
the first men's pair from the country to
qualify for the Olympics. Manu and
Sumeeth climbed as high as World No 17 at
their peak. That might pale in comparison to
what Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty has produced, but it was a significant
push for Indian badminton then. It was not
just his personal injury that Sumeeth was
battling, the Indian doubles department, for
various reasons including the results, did not
use to get the attention required to thrive at
the elite level. He has played alongside other
notable players like Ashwini Ponnappa and
N Sikki Reddy, with whom he tied the knot in
2019, in the mixed doubles category as well.
Being part of the Olympics is something that

will remain in his heart forever. "Getting
selected for the Olympics was special. Only
13 spots (three others would be part of
continental quota) were there and to be part
of that number was always special. I had to
wait 12 or 16 years to get the Commonwealth

medal. I had always missed it by a whisker.
That was special. We also had some big
scalps against top-ranked players. That was
special too. All those Grand Prix wins were
also quite special," he recalled.Despite the
injury that ended his aspirations to become a
singles star (he was former India junior No 1
in singles) and despite the challenges that
tested players from doubles category then,

Sumeeth is filled with gratitude. "We were
lucky that we were at one of the top centres in
the country, the Gopichand Academy. The
atmosphere was always positive, looking to
win big titles. Apart from that, my dad has
always been a source of strength and
motivation. He was also a national
athlete. Obviously, he couldn't get any
support from my grandparents and he
wanted me and my brother to pursue
sports. He always supported me. I could
see him day in and day out and that
pushed me to achieve bigger things in
life."The 33-year-old is encouraged by
the talent in store, especially Treesa Jolly
and Gayatri Gopichand apart from
Satwik and Chirag. But he also felt that
doubles players, especially the
youngsters, still have a lot of learning to
do."When I started, I had helped them
(Treesa and Gayatri) for a month before
China. They have done pretty well. Recently,
they won against a Korean pair (Kong Hee
Yong/Kim Hye Jeong) and that was really
good. The pair from Korea had been winning
all the top tournaments. Winning against
them was also special. I'm also taking care of
the mixed doubles pairs and upcoming
players.
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Shanay

] > l“L)“ (
Slams Man For Negligence Towards Petln 88 iz
Viral Video: “You Do Not Deserve..” @SS

S hanaya Kapoor never minces her words when it comes to advocating the safety of

pets. Having said that, the soon-to-be actress recently dropped a post on socit
media wherein she reacted to a viral video that showcased a pet in grave danger. |
her post, Shanaya reshared the purported clip along with a note to express her anger
the pet owner’s negligence towards his pup. She also remarked that the pets do not
deserve to suffer due to humans’ careless attitude.Calling out people for 4
neglecting the safety of furry canines, Shanaya Kapoor wrote, “No pet
deserves to suffer due to human negligence. If you can’t ensure their
safety, youdo not deserve a pet. Heartbreaking.” \ \
As for the video shared by the actress, it shows a man rushing to
catch his train with his dog in tow. In his hurry, the man forced his
pet to board but owing to the speed of the train, the canine
struggled to jump. Consequently, the dog tragically fell off the
platform and was nearly run over by the train but somehow, it
managed to craw] to the other side. The text overlay the video reads,
“When money can’t buy wisdom.A golden retriever barely survived
after being dragged onto the railway tracks due to its owner’s careless

In her post,
Shanaya Kapoor

reshared the
viral video
along with a
note to express
her anger for
the pet owner's
negligence
towards his pup.

attempt to board a moving train. Pets trust us with their lives, yet negligence like this
puts them in grave danger. How irresponsible have we become?"

In terms of work, Shanaya Kapoor’s slate looks solid. She has films like Aankhon Ki
Gustaakhiyan with Vikrant Massey, Bejoy Nambiar’s Tu Yaa Main and Vrushabha
with Mohanlal in her kitty. That’s not all. Shanaya has also bagged the lead role in the
third project of the Student Of The Year franchise. News18 Showsha, regarding Karan
Johar’s film, also got informed that actor Tusharr Khanna has auditioned for the male
lead in the movie and is being considered by the makers for the same. “Auditions for |
the male lead have been happening for a long time now. Tusharr (Khanna) also
auditioned, and it went well. The casting team is impressed and is considering signing -
him as one of the male leads. But nothing has been finalised as of now," the source |
said.Shanaya’s Aankhon Ki Gustaakhiyan is expected to hit the big screens | mid}
2025. '

Kareena Kapoor Khan

Shares A Sneak Peek Of Her
Date, Internet Can’t Keep Calm °

I : areena Kapoor Khan is called the fashionista
of Bollywood and her every public appearance
roves it. She recently delighted her fans by
sharing a glimpse of her date night. Taking to her
Instagram handle, the Singham Again actress posted
a video featuring herself and the background drama.
In no time, it went viral, and fans called her

queen.Taking to her handle, Kareena shared a video
‘but I am not’. She further

IF' '

| & 3 elaborated saying ‘what

y happens in my vanity stays '.._ .
i in my vanity..". Her answer i
left everyone in laughing
and hooting.On the
cinematic front, Kareena
Kapoor was most recently
seen in Singham Again,
Directed by Rohit Shetty, the /
film starred Ajay Devgn,
Ranveer Singh, Akshay Kumar,
Tiger Shroff, Deepika Padukone, Arjun
Kapoor, and Jackie Shroff in key
roles.Looking ahead, she is all set to
collaborate with Meghna Gulzar for her next /
project, reportedly titled Daayra. Kareena
will also light up the screens with
her highly anticipated project,
Veere Di Wedding 2.
The film is a sequel to )
the 2018 film that 1
starred Sonam Kapoor,
Shikha Talsania.

she opted for a purple bandhani shirt that she

had paired with a pair of jeans.However, there

have been ongoing discussions about her

Hollywood debut. Recently, during a

fashion show event, she talked about it.In

the video, shared by Manav Manglani, we

can see the host asking about a situation

where an AD enters her vanity and says, J
‘shot is ready’ but Kareena

immediately replied saying

in which she was seen getting ready for the date night
and looking gorgeous. “How the date went
1.04.2025." One of the fans wrote, “Bollywood
queen." Another wrote, “Dreamy bebo." After
making a glamorous statement at Vivienne
Westwood’s debut show at the Gateway of India,
Mumbai, actor Kareena Kapoor kept it simple and
casual as she was spotted in the city. The actor
attended a book launch in Mumbai. For her
appearance at the event, she made a chic statement as

Rhea Chakraborty's Friend Recalls
Trauma After Sushant Singh Rajput
Case: 'Her Mom Cul qrely Spe'

) 4
SO -

ive years after Sushant Singh Rajput’s death

sent shockwaves through India, the Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBI) officially
closed the case, citing no foul play and confirming
it was a suicide. While the final report may bring
legal closure, the emotional scars left on those
caught in the storm—particularly actress Rhea
Chakraborty and her family—remain deep and
unhealed.Now, Rhea’s close friend Nidhi
Hiranandani has come forward in a powerful
interview with Indian Express to speak about the
chaos, trauma, and isolation the Chakrabortys
endured during the relentless media and legal trial
that followed Sushant’s death. Her account paints
a picture of a family ripped apart not just by
accusations, but by a public narrative that left no
room for empathy or nuance,

Nidhi remembers the exact moment the nightmare
began. “Rhea’s parents treated Sushant like
family," she said. “They were shattered when he
passed. I saw how they broke down, how their
mental health was already suffering. What Rhea
went through was unprecedented. [ felt helpless
watching their life being ripped apart."

In the months following Sushant’s death in June
2020, Rhea became the face of the scandal. She
was accused by the late actor’s family of financial
misconduct, abetment to suicide, and controlling
his life. The Narcotics Control Bureau later
arrested her for allegedly procuring drugs for
Sushant—a charge that would later be weakened
by lack of substantial evidence. She spent nearly a
month in jail before being granted bail. But the
damage, Nidhi says, had already been done.

“There was a wave of hatred, and everybody was
riding it," Nidhi recalled. “We were begging and
pleading with people to talk for us, to speak out.
But nobody wanted to. No one wanted to focus on
the truth—they just wanted someone to hate.
Rhea became that person. She became the
scapegoat."

Malaika Arora Gives A Peek Into

alaika Arora shared a peek into what she has

been up to lately. Through a bunch of

pictures, she showcased a glimpse of her
fashion diaries, self-care routine and work schedule.
Malaika’s photo dump immediately went viral,
capturing fans’ attention, mostly for the new tattoo
on her arm. The actress, in a slide, shared the photo of
her fresh ink art that read, “Sabr, Shukr (Patience,
gratitude)."Posing for a glamorous mirror selfie,
Malaika Arora’s first image of the carousel is worth
taking a look. The actress followed the same with a
few shots of her appearance at the Lakme Fashion
Week X FDCI event. For her time at the star-studded

event, she opted for a black crystal-encrusted romper
by Namrata Joshipura.

The fourth slide allows viewers a closer look into
Malaika Arora’s recently done tattoo. Next, she
added a photo of her morning meal featuring a fried
egg, bread toast, blueberries and pomegranates. The
subsequent slide comes with a screenshot of British
singer Ed Sheeran’s Photograph song. A quote is also
attached in the next slide. It reads, “Yes, it is
important to be soft and kind in the world, but it is
essential we also know when to draw swords, When
to fight tooth and claw for what we believe in and
love. To strike a balance between the shadow in our
heart and the light. As the nature of the rose is both
flower and thorn, the complete human soul is both
deviland God."

In the final few slides, we get a glimpse of Malaika
Arora’s swimming sessions by the pool. Her side
note attached to the post read, “The week that it was
(two red heart emojis).”

Talking about her new tattoo, Malaika Arora recently
told ETimes, “'I don’t get them just for the sake of it,
they have deep personal meaning. This particular
one symbolises the year that 2024 has been for me.
The words *patience’ (sabr) and ‘gratitude’ (shukr)
are very comforting. These words resonate with me
when [ think about where I am now, compared to
where [ was just a year ago."In the same interaction,
Malaika Arora also admitted that she last got inked
after her official separation from her former husband
Arbaaz Khan.
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