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Geopolitical fault lines in
the Northeast

Media reports on Wednesday quoted statements
attributed to Muhammad Yunus, chief adviser to
the interim government of Bangladesh, which he
reportedly made during his recent visit to China.
He has imagined and projected the landlocked
seven sisters (our Northeastern states) along with
Bangladesh as an extension of the Chinese
economy, with Bangladesh and its ports playing a
pivotal role. With these remarks, he is trying to
leverage the geographical situation prevailing in
the Chicken’s Neck area (also known as the
Siliguri Corridor), a narrow strip of land in West
Bengal's Siliguri that connects the Northeast and
the rest of India.Yunus is trying to add a new
dimension to this problem, I am certain that the
Government of India must have already taken
cognisance and strategised ways to meet such a
contingency.Media reports on Wednesday quoted
statements attributed to Muhammad Yunus, chief
adviser to the interim government of Bangladesh,
which he reportedly made during his recent visit to
China. He has imagined and projected the
landlocked seven sisters (our Northeastern states)
along with Bangladesh as an extension of the
Chinese economy, with Bangladesh and its ports
playing a pivotal role. With these remarks, he is
trying to leverage the geographical situation
prevailing in the Chicken’s Neck area (also known
as the Siliguri Corridor), a narrow strip of land in
West Bengal's Siliguri that connects the Northeast
and the rest of India. Yunus is trying to add a new
dimension to this problem, I am certain that the
Government of India must have already taken
cognisance and strategised ways to meet such a
contingency.Till 2023 and the start of violence in
Manipur, peace had prevailed in the Northeast
after decades of unrest and violence. There was a
ceasefire in Nagaland and elected governments
were in place in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Mizoram, Meghalaya, Tripura and Manipur.

The Government of India has done an admirable job
with the help of the army, security forces and
police in bringing peace to the area and the
restoration of the democratic process. The
interaction and integration between the Northeast
and the rest of India has improved and people of
the area are going to other parts for studies and
employment. Tourism has also begun to grow
green shoots.However, an unfortunate Manipur
High Court ruling recommended that the state
government should move the Gol to include the
dominant Meiteis as a Scheduled Tribe and,
thereby, allowed for affirmative action (also
implying the opening of purchase of land in the
hills by outsiders). Knowing the potential of harm
likely to be caused by the ruling, the state
government should have taken immediate steps to
challenge the ruling through judicial means (it
could have easily done so).

The hill tribes, fearing loss of land and identity due
to the anticipated influx of outsiders, reacted on a
massive and sometimes violent scale.
Unfortunately, the matter was not handled
properly at the state level and the situation was
allowed to descend into unrest and violence. The
people of the valley and the hills clashed in large
numbers and police armouries were looted and
many arms were taken away (most of which have
not been recovered). The army and the
paramilitary forces were not used aptly and the
police were not up to it.Now, some kind of peace
has been restored, but the social fabric has been
torn asunder and silence is the only dialogue. The
hill people have not been able to go back to their
old way of life. We are sitting on a powder keg,
which one volatile statement can set off. The
process of dialogue between the communities and
the government was not initiated in the early
stages and the state government opted to use
strong-arm methods, which failed.

The situation in the Northeast requires political
acumen and statesmanship of the highest order.
We should not wait for the situation to escalate and
then try to douse the fires. I would like totake justa
passing glance at the other states.

Mizoram has been quiet for long, but now some
ominous signs are visible. As reported in the press,
the Government of India had asked Mizoram to
not take in Rohingya refugees from Myanmar and
setup camps for them.

Even as Punjab's Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann and Governor Gulab Chand Kataria
lead parallel anti-drug campaigns, it is
imperative that the efforts go beyond
political rivalry and yield tangible results.
Punjab, ranking second in the country for
drug-related cases under the NDPS Act,
continues to grapple with a crisis that has
devastated families and endangered the
future of its youth. While high-profile
marches, public oaths and pledges can
create awareness, they must be backed by
strong enforcement and systemic change.

The numbers tell a concerning story. While
the number of drug-related cases in Punjab
has declined from 12,423 in 2022 to 9,025
in 2024, the state remains a major hub for
drug smuggling. The government has adopted an
aggressive stance, with the Punjab Police shifting focus

Trump’s trade war may sound death knell for WT0

India must start preparing for seizing the opportunity arising out of the higher tariffs being imposed on our competitors.

So the world is not flat any longer! (with homage to Thomas

Friedman). In fact, POTUS’ ‘Liberation Day’
announcements have created a large number of valleys
and crevices across the global economy. Donald Trump’s
announcements may also sound the death knell for the
World Trade Organisation (WTO) because one of its
cardinal principles, the MFN (most favoured nation), has
been unceremoniously chucked out of the window of the
Oval Office. The MFN, from its inception, has
unambiguously mandated that the tariff rate applied by a
country on its imports from another country will be
applicable to all other exporting countries. With a
dazzling bouquet of tariff rates applicable specifically to a
particular trade partner of the US, the MFN principle is
truly dead and buried. Will this imply the culmination of
the long-drawn demise of the WTO, from which the US
effectively withdrew in Trump 1.0? I think it will. Centre
William Rappard, which houses the headquarters of the
WTO in Geneva, should be soon available for new
tenants!I am also fairly curious on the reaction to these
global economy-shattering announcements from the
Bretton Woods Twins, the IMF and the World Bank, as
also from the die-hard advocates of a tariff-free world
which Prof Jagdish Bhagwati has spawned over his
lifetime. What happens to the remnants of the Washington
Consensus and its proponents?The entire macroeconomic
copybook has been turned on its head with the country that
accounts for more than one quarter (26.3 per cent) of the
global economy now proceeding to virtually close its
domestic market to imports. Poor Mexico, which sent 80
per cent of its exports northwards, and Canada, whose
Ontario border bristles with cross-border trade of autos,
auto components and consumer products, will now be
looking at alternatives that can absorb this large volume of
exports. Will they find these when all other countries may
be tempted safeguard their own markets! The EU, with a
20 per cent tariff imposed on their exports, may retaliate
with a tit-for tat announcement, but will that not sound the
end of the north Atlantic alliance that we had taken for
granted as the guarantor of the rules-based, multi-lateral
global trading order? Sorry, Fukuyama san, history is yet
being made. No respite for the succeeding generations.

I 'am at my wits’ end to understand as to how an economy

with a per capita income of $87,000 in 2024, having
achieved a significant increase of more than $5,000 over
the level in 2023, can hope to raise these incomes further
by shutting itself out of the global trade flows which has
benefitted it so enormously. Is it real for POTUS to expect
a grand revival of the manufacturing sector and the re-
shining of the rust best across the mid-west, given the
extraordinarily high real wages in relative terms with
other trading partners? These are only likely to rise as

to dismantling high-level drug networks and targeting

Justice Yashwant Varma, who was recently transferred to
the Allahabad High Court amid a cash stash row, has
claimed that someone placed the money in the outhouse
of his official residence in Delhi in order to frame him. It
must have been a very rich person who had planned to
frame the judge. Only Justice Varma would be in a
position to name him!A fire was reported at the judge’s
residence during his absence last month. The police and,
of course, the fire brigade were at the scene promptly.
Wads of notes were recovered from the outhouse. Some
of them were charred, making it difficult for the first
responders to count the money — Rs 15 crore is what the
public has learnt. It is the figure bandied around on the
grapevine, but there is no official take on the amount nor
how the money got into the outhouse.The Chief Justice
of the Delhi High Court was informed before others. He
informed the Chief Justice of India (CJI), who, in turn,
ordered an in-house inquiry by a committee of three
judges of different high courts. The CJI has decided to be
open about the facts as and when they are reported to
him. It is obvious that the CJI wants to hide nothing since
he knows that if rumours based on conjectures are
allowed to proliferate, the damage being done to the
integrity and good name of the institution would harm
the very essence of the judicial process system in the
country. In fact, much harm has already been done.

The armed forces and the judiciary are the two institutions
that the people still respect. The other two pillars of any
democratic polity, the legislature and the executive, have
gone for a toss. The media, too, has largely capitulated. It
no longer performs the task of acting as the eyes and ears
of the people which it was wont to do earlier. The
judiciary is our sole protector at present. If the judiciary,
too, goes the way of all flesh, we as a nation are doomed.

There is an advocate in Mumbai named Raju Z Moray. He
writes books on his experiences in courts of the city,
including the high court. In his latest book, Tales of Law
and Laughter, he makes the reader laugh at the foibles of
the stakeholders he meets in the HC corridors. But he

result of the large-scale forced emigration of working age
population. Perhaps the calculus is based on a large-scale
adoption of robotisation in the US manufacturing sector
and a massive increase in private sector capex to
undertake this Al-driven robotisation. More likely, the
expectation is that border-hopping foreign direct
investment, as announced by TSMC (Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company), will get the
rust best up and running in no time. One is reminded of the
saying that if wishes were horses... What of the impact on
India? The 26 per cent tariff announced is argued to be half
of the 52 per cent effective protection applied by India on
US exports to India. I am not sure at all on how this figure
of effective protection has been arrived at. But be that is it
may, it is clear that India’s exports to the US will attract
substantially lower tariffs as compared to China (34 per
cent) Taiwan (36 per cent), Vietnam 46 per cent, and [ am
sure none of us would have guessed that Cambodia (49 per
cent) will face the worst wrath meted out on Liberation
Day.So, does this new fragmented world trading
arrangement present an opportunity for India? I think so
specially if we consider that the much higher cost exports
from the EU and Canada will also now attract similar level
of tariffs. So rather than go on about the negative impact
on our exports to the US, we start preparing for seizing the
opportunity presented to us by higher tariffs being
imposed on our competitors. In any case how much could
the negative impact be if our total exports to the US are a

Anti-drug drives

Punjab must go beyond political optics

kingpins. The real challenge lies in cracking down on
the "big fish" who control the supply chain. Deaths due
to drug overdose continue to be a stark reality in

Nation’s moral fabric is in peril

Citizens are the sufferers as public life is witnessing a steady decline in values

also subtly hints at the decline in the quality of judges
and, worse, the standards of integrity that they were
known for earlier.Itis very, very sad that the very concept
of honesty is under assault in all departments of the
government and public life. When our Prime Minister
proclaimed that he would not touch tainted money and
would not permit others from doing so, many took him at

his word. I do not doubt that he has kept to the first part of

his promise. The second part should never have been
included in the first place. Corruption at the ground level
has bested all records. The PM is helpless to combat the
menace. He knows it and so do the people.Entrants to the
IAS, the IPS and the judiciary, the three Services which
matter the most to the people, primarily used to be men
and women of merit and integrity. The subordinate ranks

respected them and followed their example to a major
degree. Three decades later, electoral battles have
become so intense that demands to expand the scope of
reservation and relax the age of the candidates for the
All-India Services and the Central Class I have led to a
situation where someone like Puja Khedkar could walk
into the premier Service and that, too, in her home state,
even though she was ranked 800-plus in the order of
merit! In 1952, when I competed, only 41 were taken into
the IAS/IFS and 37 in the IPS.If the need to win elections
eclipses the need to ensure justice and good governance,
there will never be any light at the end of the tunnel.
People will have to be content with mediocrity and the
insidious corruption that they experience in daily life. It
becomes even murkier if justice is dispensed on payment

ORGAN : - P ; _..-_,_-'\:u_f'. ) 127 o ERCK .»7 :

-""ﬂz.h R -

s AR L

paltry $77.5 billion in 2023 — compared to China’s $526
billion and Vietnam’s at $120 billion?One straightforward
opportunity that is plainly visible comes from the hugely
concessional 10 per cent tariff on Brazilian export. Our
firms should be encouraged and indeed helped in setting
up joint ventures in Brazil and shift our high-end garment
export units to that country. The diamond business with
relatively low capital costs could also be so re-routed. And
with Bangladesh losing out on its import duty free status,
we should be preparing to welcome our garment exporters
back to India and assure them that they will surely not face
the business conditions that drove them away from India
to Bangladesh in the past two decades.Finally, a
suggestion that, going by past rhetoric, is likely to evoke
the fury of Trump 2.0. Members of BRICS, now expanded
to BRICSUSALI should use its next summit to try and
agree to a common low-tariff regime among themselves.
Yes, there exists the danger of Chinese flooding of all
these markets, but it will also open up the growing
Chinese market to exports from its BRICSUSALI trading
partners. And China could be persuaded to maintain a
trade balance with its trading partners with some limits on
trade surplus as was originally suggested by Keynes and
which was cornerstone of IMF’s exchange rate
determination stance. With nearly 40 per cent of world
trade among themselves, including everything from
energy to gold and gems and jewellery, this could pose a
very healthy flat world challenge to the global trade.

Punjab, with scores of young individuals
succumbing to addiction each year. The
absence of adequate deaddiction and
rehabilitation services further exacerbates
the problem, leaving many vulnerable to
relapse or fatal overdose.Without a multi-
pronged strategy that includes medical
intervention, community support and
economic opportunities for those at risk, the
state will struggle to turn the tide. The Mann
government’s youth engagement and the
Governor’s padyatra aim to mobilise public
participation, but deeper interventions are
needed. Schools and colleges must play a
proactive role and, as the Chief Minister has
suggested, teachers should be trained to
identify early signs of addiction. For Punjab
to truly rid itself of this scourge, political leaders must
prioritise long-term structural reforms over momentary
optics.

in courts of law.One of my first postings as an assistant
superintendent of police was in Nasik. The district judge,
for some reason, took a liking to me. When my superior
was on leave and I was temporarily in charge of the
district police, a policeman on duty in the tribal area of
Surgana raped a woman at a fair. The commotion that
followed required the presence of a senior officer to calm
tempers. The sessions judge and I were in the Officers’
Club when the news reached us. He advised me to leave
every other matter on hand and proceed immediately to
the scene of the disturbance, which I did.All sessions
judges in the districts where I served were men of great
integrity. Our social interaction rested on shared values
and a firm beliefin justice and the rule of law.

Things have changed drastically in recent decades. All
Services that cater to the public have experienced a
steady deterioration in standards. The real sufferers are
the citizens of our great nation. The irony is that they do
not know what has hit them and how the tsunami
originated.We do not know as yet if Justice Varma
accepted money. A fair inquiry should reveal the truth.
What is certain, however, is that there has been a steady
decline in morals and values in public life. India may rise
to the rank of the third-largest economy in the world, but
if that is achieved under the shadow of corruption, the
self-esteem of our citizens will remain low.The writ of
the Supreme Court on bulldozer justice, for instance, is
being openly flouted by the executive in BJP-ruled
states. A form of terrorism has taken shape. The State has
become a terrorist. In classical terrorism, citizens do not
know who is going to be the next victim. The uncertainty
keeps him or her on edge constantly.

On the outskirts of Mumbai, a ‘patriot’ passing by a
Muslim house when an India-Pakistan cricket match was
being played in Dubai thought he heard a boy raise anti-
India slogans. That was enough for the bulldozers to
perform their task of destruction as punishment for a
crime the boy may or may not have been guilty of. The
Supreme Court’s diktat was peremptorily ignored!
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India's IT Services
Companies To Report
Subdued Growth During
4QFY25: Report

New Delhi. India's information technology sector is
expected to report subdued growth for the fourth
quarter of FY25 (January-March period), according
to a report by Systematix Institutional Research. The
report attributed this slowdown to seasonal
weakness and reduced discretionary spending on
digital transformation projects by global clients.

It said, "We expect IT services companies within our
coverage to report subdued growth during 4QFY25
on seasonal weakness and lower discretionary digital
transformation spends." It also mentioned that Indian
IT companies, which earn a major share of their
revenues from the US market, continue to face a
challenging business environment as the US deals
with macroeconomic uncertainties.Just as the sector
was hoping for a recovery in discretionary tech
spending, the report stated that the situation has
become more complex due to fresh tariff
announcements by the Trump-led administration,
recessionary concerns, and a cut in IT budgets by
Elon Musk-led DOGE.These developments are
causing delays in large-scale tech transformation
projects. Instead, clients are now focusing on cost-
saving measures, including vendor consolidation
and budget reallocation, which is affecting new
project flows and revenue visibility for IT firms.

The report expects large-cap Indian IT companies to
post a quarter-on-quarter revenue decline of 0 to 2
per cent in dollar terms. Among the major players,
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) is likely to see
revenue pressure due to a ramp-down in its deal with
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL).

Infosys and HCL Technologies may experience a dip in
revenues due to seasonal factors, while Wipro, Tech
Mahindra, and Sonata Software are expected to
report weaker results due to company-specific
challenges. Despite the pressure on revenue, EBIT
(earnings before interest and tax) margins are
expected to remain largely stable across companies.

However, margins for Infosys and HCL Technologies
could be slightly affected due to seasonality and
wage increases. Overall, the outlook for the IT sector
remains cautious, as companies brace for a quarter
marked by soft demand, client budget tightening, and
global economic uncertainties.

Income Tax Return 2025:
What's New In ITR-2 Filing
Process Find Qut Here

New Delhi. The new financial year has started and so
has the tax filing season. Taxpayers can now file
their Income Tax Return (ITR) for the Assessment
Year 2025-26 (Financial Year 2024-25). Just like
every year, the ITR filing process is available in
both online and offline modes, making it
convenient for everyone to get started. The Income
Tax Department has introduced a new Excel-based
utility for ITR-2 which was launched on March 25,
2025. This form is meant for individuals and Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs) who don’t have
income from business or profession. A key update is
the addition of the option to file a revised return
under Section 139 (8A).

So, if you spot an error or need to update any details in
your return, you can now do it without hassle. This
new feature is especially helpful for salaried
individuals, pensioners, and other non-business
taxpayers.

Who Should File ITR-2?

ITR-2 is for individuals whose annual income
exceeds Rs 50 lakh or those who earn from sources
like rent, capital gains, or other income. You’ll also
need to file ITR-2 if you're a director in a company
or hold shares in an unlisted company. Plus, if you
own any foreign assets, this is the form you need to
use.Choosing the right ITR form depends on where
your income comes from. If your total annual
income is below Rs 50 lakh and you earn only from
salary, pension, interest, dividends, or rent from just
one property, then you should file ITR-1. So,
whether you earn from salary, rent, capital gains, or
other sources, picking the right ITR form is key to
hassle-free filing and staying compliant with tax
rules.

Forex kitty continues to gain
for 4th week, RBI adds $6.6
bn

NEW DELHI. The reserves rose $6.56 billion to
$665.4 billion as of March 28, the Reserve Bank said
on Friday. This marks the highest level in nearly five
months.

During the reporting weekend, the rupee appreciated
by 0.6% against the dollar, supported by the renewed
foreign investment in the Indian equities. This means
the central bank did not sell much dollars to defend
the currency. March also saw the rupee making its
best monthly gain in nearly seven months, since
November 2018, gaining close to 2.3%. However,
the currency closed the last fiscal with a loss of
2.46%.The foreign exchange reserves continue to
gain, adding $6.596 billion to a five-month high of
$665.4 billion in the week to March 28, according to
the latest data from the central bank. In the previous
three weeks, the RBI cumulatively added $20.1
billion. According to the government, this can cover
11 months of imports and makes the country’s
reserves the fourth largest in the world after China,
which has over $3.3 trillion in its reserves, followed
by Japan with $1.23 trillion, and the tiny Switzerland
at the third place with $927 billion, which is 1.5 times
of our forex reserve.

The rupee opened strong at 84.95 on Friday as the
dollar index fell massively after the bloodbath on the
Wall Street following the tariff war unleashed on
Thursday. The rupee edged up in volatile trades,
holding near three month high against the dollar and
closed at 85.22, up 33 paise from the previous close.
The dollar index currently quotes at 101.76, nearly at
five month low.The RBI said the reserves by $6.6
billion in the latest reporting week, following a
cumulative increase of $20.1 billion over the
previous three weeks. Movements in foreign
currency assets within the reserves are influenced by
the central bank’s market interventions and
fluctuations in the value of foreign assets.

JP Morgan warns of 60% chance of
global recession after Trump's tariffs

Trump's tariffs spark trade
war fears with China

S&P Global and Goldman
Sachs increase US recession

probabilities
Brokerages slash US stock
targets due to tariff

impacts
.

retaliated on Friday with its own levies
on US goods, adding to worries about an
escalating trade war and wreaking
havoc on global financial markets.JP
Morgan said it now sees a 60% chance
of the global economy entering
recession by year end, up from 40%
previously."Disruptive US policies
have been recognised as the biggest
risk to the global outlook all year," the
brokerage said in a note on Thursday,
adding that the country's trade policy
has turned less business friendly than

anticipated."The effect ... is likely tobe ¥

magnified through (tariff) retaliation, a
slide in US business sentiment and
supply-chain disruptions."S&P Global
also raised its "subjective" probability
of'a US recession to between 30% and
35%, from 25% in March.Last week,
before the April 2 tariff announcement,
Goldman Sachs also raised the

probability indicator suggests equities are
already pricing in (about) 40% chance of a
recession by the end of the year," HSBC
analysts added.Other research firms
including Barclays, BofA Global
Research, Deutsche Bank, RBC Capital

Markets and UBS Global Wealth
Management also warned the US

rallied in November after Trump won a
second term in the White House on
expectations of business-friendly
policies.Following Trump's tariffs
announcement in January, it has been a
forgettable three months for Wall Street's
main indexes, with the benchmark S&P
500 down over 8% so far this
year.Brokerages including Barclays,
Goldman, RBC and Capital Economics
slashed their year-end targets on US
stocks, with UBS downgrading its
recommendation to "neutral" from
"attractive".Capital Economics cut its
index target for the S&P 500 to 5,500,
the lowest among major brokerages,
closely followed by RBC's 5,550.
RATE-CUTHOPES
While tariffs could stifle economic
growth, some analysts expect this could
give more room for the US Federal

New Delhi. JP Morgan ratcheted up its odds
for a US and global recession to 60%, as
brokerages scrambled to revise their
forecast models with tariff distress
threatening to sap business confidence
and slow down global growth.The Trump
administration imposed tariffs on dozens
of countries earlier this week. China

probability of a US recession to 35% from
20%, noting economic fundamentals
were not as strong as in the previous
years. HSBC said on Thursday that the
recession narrative will gain traction, but
added some of this is already "priced
in"."Our equity market implied recession

SBI Report Urges India To Expand PLI Scheme
As Trump Announces Reciprocal Tariffs

India is reportedly willing to
significantly reduce tariffs on
over USD 23 hillion worth of
American goods sold in India
as part of the India-U.S. trade
deal, which could help in
resolving the issue.

New Delhi: According to a report by
the State Bank of India (SBI), India
should strengthen its Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes in
light of growing global trade
competitiveness—especially after
U.S. President Donald Trump
announced reciprocal tariffs on
several countries, including India.
The report stated that India has a strong
opportunity to benefit from the global
shift in trade, particularly with the U.S.
imposing higher tariffs on Chinese
goods.It recommended that the Indian
government expand the current PLI
schemes across key sectors like

textiles, engineering goods, and gems
and jewellery. The report suggests
widening the coverage of the scheme

to include more products and

extending its duration by three more

years. This would help boost
investments in domestic industries and
make Indian products more
competitive in the global market.It
stated, “The Indian government should
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expand existing Production-Linked
Incentive (PLI) schemes in these
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sectors to cover a wider range of

products and extend their duration by
three years, thereby bolstering
domestic industries' investment and
global competitiveness.”One of the

key areas where India stands to gain is

in exports to the U.S. With tariffs on
Chinese goods increasing, India can
capture a larger market share in sectors
such as textiles, apparel, and footwear.
Additionally, India has manufacturing
strength in iron and steel products,
which can also benefit from these trade
changes.However, the report also
pointed out that the U.S. has imposed a
26 percent tariff on Indian goods,
compared to India’s 15 percent tariff
on American products. This
imbalance, it says, should be
addressed through ongoing trade
negotiations between the two
countries.India is reportedly willing
to significantly reduce tariffs on
over USD 23 billion worth of
American goods sold in India as part
of the India-U.S. trade deal, which
could help in resolving the
issue.The report also mentioned that
the reciprocal tariffs being imposed by
the U.S. on countries like China,
Vietnam, Bangladesh, and Indonesia
could give Indian exporters an edge.
India may benefit from the expected
shift in global supply chains, opening
up new opportunities for export
growth.

Kerala 'adventurously experimenting' with alternatives for
mvestment amid constraints: Minister MB Rajesh

MADURAI. With Kerala headed
towards assembly polls next year, the
CPI(M)-led LDF has pitched the
concept of 'Nava Kerala', and the state
government is "adventurously
experimenting" with alternatives for
investment amid "constraints imposed
by the BJP-led Union government,"
Kerala Minister MB Rajesh told PT1.

In an interview with PTI, Rajesh,
Minister for Local Self Government of
Kerala, said the devolution of Finance
Commission to the state has reduced,
and borrowing has also been limited.

Amid criticism from within the party
folds over recent decisions of the state
to allow private universities and
inviting private investments for
restructuring public sector units
(PSUs), Rajesh denied that the Left
party was deviating from its policies,
and said they have first focused on
strengthening government universities
and PSUs.Rajesh said the first

communist-led government laid the
foundation stone for a modern Kerala
in 1957, when they introduced land
reforms, educational reforms and that
was the basis on which the Kerala
model of development was created.
"Kerala social development and human
development indicators are widely
acclaimed. But by the early 1990s, we
realised that this model of
development has its own limitations
and we have to rejuvenate this model,"
Rajesh said."We decided that now we
need to focus more on economic
development with social justice and
inclusion. So we need to invest heavily
on infrastructure and on social sectors
and welfare schemes," he said.Rajesh
said to sustain the social development
and human development indicators,
they felt a need to invest more on social
sectors and social welfare
schemes."But at the same time, we
have to generate sufficient resources to

make more investment."He alleged the
state has been a "victim of hostile
policies of the central government led
by the BJP"."Kerala's devolution
between the 10th and 15th finance
commissions came down by half. The
revenue deficit gap and GST
compensation have been stopped," he
alleged."It became extremely difficult
for us to pursue any alternative policy
other than neo-liberal policy. But we
were not ready to succumb to this
pressure. So we are adventurously
experimenting with an alternative
within these constraints imposed by
the BJP-led government," he
said.Listing the work done by the state,
he said they have invested in
highways, water metro, digital science
park, digital university, schools,
hospitals, and within the constraints,
the state has not diluted its
commitment to social sectors and
welfare schemes.

economy faces a higher risk of slipping
into a recession this year if Trump's new
levies remain in place.Barclays and UBS
warned the US economy could enter into
contraction territory, while other analysts
forecast economic growth broadly
between 0.1% and 1%.US equity markets

Reserve to cut interest rates further in
order to boost economic activity.JP
Morgan said it expects the tariff shock to
be "modestly dampened" by the prospect
of further rate cuts.Goldman estimates
three interest rate cuts by the end of the
year.

India-US Trade Negotiations
Key To Boost Stock Market

Sentiment: Experts

New Delhi: The new financial year (FY26) has
commenced on a subdued note, largely driven by
the imposition of higher-than-anticipated tariffs by
the US, market experts said on Saturday, adding
that any constructive developments arising from
the ongoing India—US bilateral trade negotiations
could serve as a supportive catalyst for the market.
Sectors like IT and metals have underperformed
relative to the broader market, reflecting growing
concerns over the outlook for the US economy and
potential retaliatory trade actions by other
countries.According to Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Investments Limited, investors
are expected to closely monitor any
countermeasures implemented by global trade
partners, which could further exacerbate
geopolitical and economic uncertainty. This
cautious sentiment is reflected in the sustained
rally in gold and bond prices, underscoring a
pronounced shift toward safe-haven
assets.Meanwhile, benchmark indices extended
their losing streak to a second session on Friday,
falling over a per cent each, as a risk-off sentiment
took over global markets amid fears of a trade war
on the back of US President Donald Trump's
reciprocal tariffs, according to a Bajaj Broking
Research note.Nifty was down 345.65 points or
1.49 per cent at 22,904.45. Investors fear that
aggressive trade policies by US would lead to
retaliatory measures from other countries,
escalating into a full-scale trade war. Such an
outcome could disrupt global supply chains and
slow economic growth.The broader markets
witnessed sharp decline, with the Nifty Midcap
100 and Nifty Small cap 100 declining by 2.91 per
centand 3.56 per cent, respectively. All the sectoral
indices traded with sharp cuts, with the IT, Auto,
Pharma, PSU Bank, Realty, Oil and Gas and metals
gauges losing 6 per cent to 3 per cent.Index is
currently placed around the key support area of
22,700-22,800, holding above the same will be
crucial for pullback to materialise towards last
week high 23,565 in coming week."Failure to hold
above the support area of 22,700 can lead to
extended decline towards 22,300 levels. Along
with the development on US tariff policies, market
participant will also keep a close eye on the RBI
monetary policy outcome and resumption of Q4
FY25 earnings season in the coming week,” said
Bajaj Broking Research. Investor attention is also
firmly fixed on the upcoming MPC meeting, with
the benchmark interest rate decision expected next
week.A favourable outcome could benefit rate-
sensitive sectors. In addition, key macroeconomic
indicators — namely India’s inflation figures and
US jobless claims — will be closely watched, as
they are likely to offer critical insights into the
underlying economic conditions in both regions,
said experts.

Wall Street shatters as Trump tariffs trigger
worst day in US markets since 2020

S&P 500 drops 6%, worst since Covid-

19 crisis

China retaliated with matching tariffs,

declined 2,231.07 points to 38,314.86,
marking a correction from its December

fuelling global market fears
Trump sticks to his tariff strateqy,
keeping markets uncertain

16 record closing high 0f20,173.89.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average Stocks for all but 12 of the 500 companies
that make up the S&P 500 index fell on
Friday. The price of crude oil tumbled to
its lowest level since 2021. Other basic
building blocks for economic growth,

4 record closing high of 45,014.04.
Meanwhile, the S&P 500 slid 322.44

ACROSSTHE BOARD

points to 5,074.08, its lowest close in

11 months, according to Reuters.

GLOBAL MARKETS SLIDE AMID

TRADE WAR FEARS

NEW DELHI. Wall Street faced its
sharpest downturn since the height of the
Covid-19 crisis on Friday. The S&P 500
plunged 6% after China retaliated against
President Donald Trump’s tariff hike,
stoking fears of a trade war spiralling into
a global recession. It was the S&P 500's
worst week since March 2020, when the
pandemic severely impacted the
economy. The Dow Jones dropped 2,231
points (5.5%), while the Nasdaq tumbled
5.8%, falling over 20% from its
December high.On Friday, US stock
exchanges saw a record-breaking 26.79
billion shares traded, surpassing the
previous high of 24.48 billion on January
27, 2021. The Nasdaq dropped 962.82
points to 15,587.79, confirming the tech-
heavy index was in a bear market after
falling more than 20% from its December

Global stock markets also continued
their downward spiral, driven by
growing investor fears that Trump’s
reciprocal tariff strategy could fuel
inflation and potentially tip the global
economy into a recession. The

uncertainty has amplified concerns |

across financial markets
worldwide.However, the US
government urged investors to stick
behind Trump’s policies. “To anyone

on Wall Street this morning, I would say
trust in President Trump,” press secretary
Karoline Leavitt said in an interview on
CNN. “This is a president who is doubling
down on his proven economic formula
from his first term this is indeed a national
emergency, and it’s about time we have a
president who actually does something

aboutit.”

NO WINNERS AS STOCK PLUNGE

such as copper, also saw prices slide on
worries the trade war will weaken the
global economy.
CHINA HITS BACK WITH
MATCHING TARIFFS

China’s response to US tariffs caused an
immediate acceleration of losses in
markets worldwide. The Commerce
Ministry in Beijing said it would respond
to the 34% tariffs imposed by the US on

imports from China with its own 34%
tariff on imports of all US products
beginning April 10. The United States and

China are the world’s two largest

economies.US-listed shares of Chinese

companies dived, with JD.com and
Alibaba and Baidu all down more
than 7.7%. Companies with exposure
to China also fell across the board,
with mega-caps such as Apple
dropping 7.3%.

TRUMPREMAINS DEFIANT

Trump seemed unfazed. From Mar-a-
Lago, his private club in Florida,
Trump headed to his golf course a
few miles away after writing on
social media that “THIS ISA GREAT
TIMETO GETRICH.”

However, Trump gave mixed signals
on Friday. Trump said Vietnam
“wants to cut their tariffs down to
ZERO if they are able to make an
agreement with the US.” Trump also
criticised China’s retaliation, saying on
his Truth Social platform that “CHINA
PLAYED IT WRONG, THEY
PANICKED - THE ONE THING THEY
CANNOTAFFORD TO DO!”

Trump has said Americans may feel “some
pain” because of tariffs, but he has also
said the long-term goals.
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‘Shistachar’ squads conduct women’s
safety drive at school, publlc places

BookMyShow removes
all content of comic
Kunal Kamra amid joke
row, delists him

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Police’s
anti-eve-teasing team, coined as
the *Shistachar Squad’, conducted *,
awareness campaigns at a schuol
in Rani Bagh and in public places
around outer Delhi’s Paschim
Vihar area in a bid to spread 4

I

b 2 Sanjay Arora had issued a circular
g 4, comstituting dedicated district-wise
i4  anti-eve-teasing teams (Shistachar

Squads) across the national capital to

check incidents of harassment and
ensure the women’s safety in public
spaces. Each squad comprises an
inspector, a sub-inspector, four female
and five male personnel, and one
technician from special staff from the
anti-auto theft squad for technical aid.
They will be provided with one four-

-The initiative

focused on
educating the

awareness over issues like eve- -
teasing, molestation, and .
harassment, officials said on
Friday.The initiative focused on
educating the public about the

public about
the

NEW DELHL. In a huge blow to Kunal Kamra,
online ticketing platform BookMyShow on
Saturday removed all content related to the

perpefuaﬁ ng perpetuating forms of harassment wheeler and adequate two-wheelers to stand-up comedian and removed him from the
) that women face in public spaces. ensure effective patrolling and quick list of artists listed on its website. This comes a
forms of In an effort to empower women sessions with commuters, stressing the response. day after Shiv Sena (Shinde faction) youth

“DCPs in each district shall identify and
compile a list of hotspots and vulnerable
areas, posing risks to women'’s safety, which
will be the primary focus of these squads. A
list of such hotspots identified by the district
DCPs will be shared with DCP of the Special
Police Unit for Women and Children
(SPUWAC),” the circular had read.

and make them aware of their rights, the
campaign also emphasised on the legal
provisions, helpline numbers, and support
mechanisms available for those facing such
harassment, they said.

With an aim to foster a safer public
environment for women, the police teams
distributed pamphlets and held interactive

leader Rahool N Kanal wrote to
BookMyShow, requesting the company not to
provide a platform for Kamra, following his
controversial remarks on Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath Shindra.

Requesting the website not to facilitate the sales
of tickets for Kamra's upcoming show, Kanal
stressed that "continuing to facilitate ticket
sales for his events could be perceived as an
endorsement to his divisive rhetoric which
may have serious repercussions for public
sentiment and order in the city.”Soon after the
ticketing website's decision to delete Kamra
from the history list of artists, Kanal
welcomed the move, thanking BookMyShow
forremoving any content linked to the artist.

Fight against the Waqf bill

goes to Supreme Court

NEW DELHI. Hours after the Wagqf
(Amendment) Bill 2025 received Parliament’s
approval, the Congress and the All India Majlis-
e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) moved the
Supreme Court on Friday, challenging its
validity, arguing that it violates constitutional
provisions.The development came a day after
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin
announced in the state assembly that the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) will move the SC

importance of respecting women’s safety,
dignity, and boundaries.

Members of the Shistachar Squad also engaged
with local authorities to discuss preventive
measures and encourage victims to report
such criminal tendencies without fear or
stigma, the police said.

Earlier this month, Delhi Police Commissioner

Cabinet nod to Rs 500 crore elevated road
in Sonia Vihar to ease traffic hurdles

NEW DELHI. The Delhi government
has announced plans for a 6-km
elevated road in the Pushta Sonia Vihar
area, with an estimated p -
cost of Rs 500 crore. The
first capital project of the
newly formed BIJP
government in the city
aims to ease traffic
congestion and improve
connectivity in the trans-
Yamuna area.

According to officials, the
elevated road will stretch
from Nanak Sar
Gurudwara to Shani :
Mandir (UP border),

harassment that

women face in

public spaces.
_—

IGIA to begin trials for full-
body scanners from May

NEW DELHI. The Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) will soon have advanced full-body scanners to
enhance security while maintaining accuracy.Delhi
International Airport Limited (DIAL), operator of the
IGIA announced on Friday that the trials for the
scanners will begin from next month following the
latest guidelines from the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS).The airport operator said that four
state-of-the-art scanners have been procured for the
trials. Two of them will be installed at Terminal 1 (T1),
while the other two will be placed at Terminal 3 (T3).

It further said that the IT interface of these machines is
currently being finalised. After the completion of the
three- to four-month long trial, a BCAS-led committee
will go through the findings and establish a Standard
Operating Procedure (SoP) for full-scale

Works Department (PWD) has decided
to construct this flyover, which will
provide relief to local rcmduns they

officials, the people of Sonia Vihar

have been struggling with severe traffic

wngc:anon making this project

: essential. However, due to
the large number of trees in
the area, it was now decided
to build an elevated flyover.

{ On Thursday, CM Rekha
Gupta and PWD Minister
Parvesh Verma discussed
this, and the project got
approval.

“The Nanak Sar Gurudwara
Chowk area, a locality in
Wazirabad, has been a
priority for the government
due to its significance as a

ioplemexiation. The seanners will be: veing zilii]eywr::%m[ll;ltmzéigdsﬂ?z E;)ir:lnmmity b Yerma [nt;:icsh;]lv.lezn%e():}]]gr?s];‘MPMohammad.l'lwed held
ailrgeterwaye ecmalpay ppecsHog between 10 5o move was initiated added. In the Budget, Rs 28,000  that the bill imposes arbitrary restrictions on

80 GHz. DIAL said that unlike conventional X-ray
scanners, they do not emit radiation, making them safe
for all travellers, including pregnant women and
individuals with medical implants.“These advanced
scanners detect both metallic and non-metallic threats,
including explosives, significantly improving upon
traditional metal detectors. The technology, already in
use at major international airports in the US, Canada,
and Australia, enables rapid screening, with each scan
taking just three seconds and a maximum throughput
of 1,200 scans per hour,” the DIAL said. The airport
operator further said that the scanners ensure no
personal images are stored, while generating a
standardized 2D image on a preset human avatar.
These can scan in individuals between 3.3 feet to 6.7 : :
feetin height. an integrated travc‘l solution througf{
DIAL CEO Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said, “Delhi Airport its. ‘DMRC Sarthi-Momentum 2.0
remains committed to deploying the latest technology app, allowing
to enhance security while ensuring a seamless commuters to book
passenger experience. The introduction of these body bike taxis and auto-
scanners is a game-changer in security screening, rickshaws for first
allowing for faster checks.” and last-mile |

Delhi hospitals to get 20 per | sioneside meue

considering the long-pending demand The stretch.
of trans-Yamuna residents for a
solution to the traffic problems in Sonia
Vihar.Considering the severe
congestion in the area, the Public

crore has been allocated for capital
expenditure, a dedicated sum of Rs
3,843 crore has been set aside for
improving roads and bridges to ensure
smooth commuting and connectivity.

waqf properties and their management,
undermining the religious autonomy of the
Muslim community. The petition claimed that
the proposed law discriminates against Muslims
by imposing restrictions that are not present in
the governance of other religious endowments.

Jawed, a Lok Sabha MP from Bihar’s Kishanganj,
was also a member of the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) that scrutinised the bill.

While the Lok Sabha cleared the bill 288:232; in
the Rajya Sabha it sailed through with a 128:95
vote. Both Houses witnessed 12-hour marathon
debates. The bill will now go to the President for
assent before becoming law.Earlier in the day,
AICC general secretary Jairam Ramesh said his
party will soon challenge the constitutionality of
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, in the
Supreme Court.

Challenging the bill in the top court, AIMIM
president Asaduddin Owaisi in his plea argued
that it removes various protections that were
previously accorded to waqfs as well as to
Hindu, Jain, and Sikh religious and charitable

currently under the
jurisdiction of the flood department,
will be transferred to PWD, which will
prepare the Detailed Project Report and
commence work soon.According to the

DMRC starts integrated app to ease last-mile travel

A bike taxi or auto-rickshaw will be booked to pick up the user from their location to the
nearest metro station.

NEW DELHI. Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) has introduced

for the last-mile connectivity. If the
station is within walking distance, the
app will not suggest a vehicle, but
walking navigation will be available
soon. DMRC has
partnered with Rapido
for bike taxis and auto-
rickshaws and SheRyds,
a women-led startup
offering bike taxi
services exclusively for

their destination on the app, which
then suggests the nearest metro
stations and the best transport options
for first and last-mile travel.

alongside metro

i A . tickets in a single female commuters. endowments.“This diminishing of the
cer"- hlke In compensu“on lran;action.Dev?lo Speakm}_., on this, Vikas  protection given to Waqfs while retaining them
ped in collaboration Kumar, MD, DMRC, forreligious and charitable endowments of other

said, “With the launch of
this integrated service,
we are addressing one of
the most pressing
challenges in urban
commuting—first and last-mile
connectivity. Sarthi-Momentum 2.0
makes metro travel more accessible,
efficient, and convenient forall.”

with Autope

und ince nﬂves Payment Solutions

NEW DELHI. A special tariff is planned for Delhi Ltd., the initiative
hospitals under the Ayushman Bharat Yojna, which will aims to streamline
begin in the national capital on Saturday. The tariff the commuter
includes a 20% hike in compensation of treatment rates experience by eliminating the need
for hospitals enrolled in the scheme. Also, hospitals for multiple bookings and bridging
with the best performance will receive an incentive of the gap between metro stations and
up to 30%.A senior official says, “The treatment tariffs final destinations. Users can enter
in Delhi are higher compared to other cities. The

religions constitutes hostile discrimination
against Muslims and is violative of Articles 14
and 15 of the Constitution, which prohibit
discrimination on the grounds of religion.”

AIMPLB knocks prez door

The All India Muslim Personal Law Board sought
an urgent appointment with President Droupadi
Murmu to express their concern before her
assent to the Waqf Bill

A bike taxi or auto-rickshaw will be
booked to pick up the user from their
location to the nearest metro station.
Once the user reaches the destination
station, another ride will be arranged

'Government Should Take Strict Action":
BJP's Arun Govil On Mahadev Betting App

March 26, the investigative agency also
conducted a I4-hour search at the
residence of former CM Bhupesh

they did not provide photocopies,”

Baghel said.He asserted that if action had

been taken in time, submitting the
required documents would have
been beneficial.

The FIR, originally received on
March 4, 2024 alleges that
Mahadev Online Book is operating
betting services illegally. The
complaint also alleged that other
websites are also being operated in
association with the promoters of
the Mahadev betting app, naming
"skyexchange," which is allegedly

New Delhi. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) According to the FIR a total of 21 people
leader Arun Govil on Friday said that  have been named as accused including;
strict action should be taken against Ravi Uppal, Shubham Soni (Pintu),
those involved in a case related to the Chandra Vhushan Verma,
Mahadev Betting App."Mahadev App Assem Das, Satish
has been in controversy and people from  Chandrakar, Nitish Deewan,
Bollywood to politicians - leaders from  Saurabh Chandrakar, Anil
Chhattisgarh have been questioned in  Agarwal (Atul Agarwal)
this case. The government should take  Vikas Chhapriya, Rohit
strict action against those who are Gaulati, Vishal Ahuja,
involved in illegal activities... Youth are ~ Dheeraj Ahuja, Anil Kumar
the future of the country and if they are  Dammani, Sunil Kumar
getting involved in this, committing Dammani, Bhim Singh Yadav,
suicide, then the future of the country Harishankar Tibarwal,

stakeholders have communicated that enforcing the
standard tariff will not be sustainable for hospitals
here.”The official says the incentive for top-performing
hospitals will be based on multiple parameters,
including the turnaround time for surgeries and medical
interventions, clearance of bills, and patient feedback.

On Saturday, Delhi will become the 35th state to will not be bright. The government Surendra Bagi, Suraj being operated by Hari Shankar
implement the Centre’s flagship Ayushman Bharat should take strictaction," Mquvilsaid. Chokhani and two other Tibrewal in_ association with
scheme and an MoU will be signed between the | The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 1mk_nown'pcrsons. including a Mahadev Online Book.

National Health Authority and the Delhi government. has named former Chhattisgarh Chief  police officer. Bhagel, confiscating three phones."15 The complaint alleges that Mahadev

Ration card holders under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana
and citizens above 70 years old will be among the first
beneficiaries of the scheme. Verification of senior
citizens” details will be done through the voter list,
while ration card holders” info will be cross-checked
via National Food Security Act portal.

Minister and Congress leader Bhupesh
Bhagel as one of the accused in the
Mahadev Betting app case.On April 1,
the CBI made public its first information
report (FIR) in connection with the
Mahadev online betting app case.

The CBI has charged the accused with
Sections 120 (B), 420, 467, 468 under
the Indian Penal Code (IPC); Sections
11, 7, 8, 4 of the Chhattisgarh Gambling
(Prohibition) Act, 2002, and Section 4
(A) of the Public Gambling Act.On

days ago, the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) had conducted a thorough raid and
questioned what more the CBI could
uncover now." He also revealed that the
CBI had taken original documents from
his residence, and despite his request,

platform provides illegal betting services
in different "live games" including
poker, card games, chance games,
betting on sports. The app rose to
significance five years ago, in 2019-
2020, during the COVID-19 lockdown.




INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

Indian stabbed to death in
Canada's Ottawa, suspect
taken into custody: Embassy

world. An Indian national was killed in a stabbing
incident in Rockland, a town near Ottawa, Canada.
Local police have taken a suspect into custody,
though further details about the circumstances of the
attack remain unknown.The Indian embassy in
Canada confirmed the incident on X and said it was
in touch with the victim's family. "We are deeply
saddened by the tragic death of an Indian national in
Rockland near Ottawa, due to stabbing. Police has
stated a suspect has been taken into custody. We are
in close contact through a local community
association to provide all possible assistance to the
bereaved kin," the post read. According to a report by
CBC News, one person was found dead in Clarence-
Rockland and another was arrested. Authorities have
not disclosed the cause of death or whether any
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From IRS to EPA: Full breakdown of
historic US government layoffs

UPDATED President Donald Trump and

billionaire Elon Musk are undertaking a
sweeping campaign to cut the size of the 2.3
million-strong civilian US government
workforce. Nearly 200,000 employees
have been fired or earmarked for
termination or have accepted buyouts.

The layoffs have primarily been aimed at

probationary workers, many in jobs for less
than a year with fewer job protections than
longer-tenured staffers.A judge ruled in
March that the terminations of some 25,000
probationary employees were likely illegal,
forcing federal agencies to begin
reinstating themMeanwhile, a new wave of

The mass firing came less than two

evening, according to people familiar
with the matter. The organization, an
independent, nonprofit organization
funded by Congress, employs about
300 people at its Washington
headquarters.

weeks after DOGE staffers gained
access to USIP's headquarters in
Washington with the help of police
officers, prompting the institute to
accuse Musk's team of occupying its
building by force.INSTITUTE OF
MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
SERVICES

staff and IMLS leadership" and told to turn
in all their government equipment.

The latest job cuts, and about 10,000
recent voluntary departures, will
reduce the number of full-time
employees at the department to
62,000 from 82,000, the department
said.

VOICE OFAMERICA

More than 1,300 Voice of America
employees were placed on leave on
March 15, Michael Abramowitz, the
U.S. government-funded outlet's
director, said in a post on LinkedIn.

The cuts were part of a gutting of the
outlet's parent agency, the U.S.

Agency for Global Media, which

cuts targeting career government workers
has begun and is intensifying after Trump
ordered federal agencies to submit plans for

All employees of the Institute of Museum and
Library Services, a federal agency with
about 75 workers which provides funding

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES
The US Department of Health and Human

terminated its grants to Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty and Radio Free Asia.
VETERANS AFFAIRS

charges have been filed.The Ontario Provincial
Police has advised residents of Rockland to expect a
heightened police presence in the area, according to a

report by CBC News.

'Shame on you': Anti-Israeli
protester interrupts
Microsoft's 50th anniversary
over Al use in war

world. A woman disrupted Microsoft's 50th
anniversary celebration on Friday in protest of the
company's connection to the Israeli military. It
occurred during a keynote presentation by Microsoft
AI CEO Mustafa Suleyman, who was speaking about
the future of the company's Al assistant, Copilot.

The event featured key figures, including Microsoft co-
founder Bill Gates and former CEO Steve Ballmer.

As Suleyman spoke, the woman stood up and shouted,
"Mustafa, shame on you. You claim that you care
about using Al for good but Microsoft sells Al
weapons to the Israeli military.""Fifty-thousand
people have died ... all of Microsoft has blood on its
hands. How do you all celebrate when Microsoft is
killing children? Shame on you all," she
added.Suleyman responded calmly, saying, "Thank
you for your protest, [ hear you."

However, the protester continued, accusing him and
Microsoft of having "blood on their hands."

Alinmilitary operations

The protest comes as there has been increasing scrutiny
of how tech firms, including Microsoft and OpenAl,
sell Al tools to the military. An earlier report by The
Associated Press this year claimed that the Al models
produced by the companies were being used by the
Israeli military to select bombing targets.The report
further cited a disastrous incident in 2023 when an
Israeli airstrike accidentally destroyed a car in
Lebanon, killing three young girls and their
grandmother.Earlier in February, five workers were
banned from an in-house meeting with CEO Satya
Nadella when they protested over the company's
contracts with the military. Meanwhile, Friday's
demonstration was more high-profile because it
occurred during a livestreamed celebration.

Magnitude 6.9 earthquake
strikes Papua New Guinea,
tsunami warning cancelled

world. WELLINGTON: A tsunami warning was
cancelled for Papua New Guinea after a strong
magnitude 6.9 earthquake, according to the US
Geological Survey.

The quake was shallow, striking the Pacific island
nation at a depth of 10 kilometers (6 miles) on
Saturday morning local time. It was centered
offshore, 194 km (120 miles) east of the town of
Kimbe, on the island of New Britain.

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center later called off an
alert issued immediately after the jolt that warned of
waves of 1 to 3 meters along some parts of the Papua
New Guinea coastline. A caution about smaller
waves of 0.3 m issued for nearby Solomon Islands
was also called off. There were no immediate reports
of damage. Just over 500,000 people live on the
island of New Britain.Australia's Bureau of
Meteorology said there was no tsunami threat to the
country, which is Papua New Guinea's closest
neighbour. No warning was isued for New Zealand.

Papua New Guinea sits on the Pacific “Ring of Fire,”
the arc of seismic faults around the Pacific Ocean
where much of the world’s earthquake and volcanic
activity occurs.

"0ops": Trump Shares Video
Showing Deadly Strike On
Houthis In Yemen

Washington, United States.US President Donald
Trump on Friday posted a video purportedly showing
dozens of Huthi fighters being killed in an American
strike on Yemen, adding the comment
"oops."Resembling images shot from military drones
or other loitering aircraft, the black-and-white
footage Trump posted to his Truth Social network
shows several dozen human figures from an almost
vertical angle."These Houthis gathered for
instructions on an attack,” Trump wrote in an
accompanying text, using an alternate spelling for the
Yemeni rebel group.American forces have carried out
major raids on Yemen in recent weeks in response to
the group's attacks on Red Sea shipping.Gathered ina
loose oval along a road, the people in the video are
superimposed with a gun camera-style crosshair.

Afew seconds in, a bright flash appears in the middle of
the scene, followed by billowing smoke.The footage
cuts to a wider shot showing a column of smoke over
the apparent impact site and several vehicles parked
further up the road.The camera then cuts closer again
to show a broad crater at the point of impact. No
bodies are readily identifiable.

large-scale layoffs by March 13.

Here are details of some of the layoffs at

federal departments and agencies gleaned
by Reuters reporters.

UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE
Employees at the United States Institute of

Peace received termination letters Friday

for America's libraries and museums, were
placed on administrative leave on Monday,
according to aunion statement.

The American Federation of Government

Employees Local 3403 said in a statement
that all employees were put on leave
following "a brief meeting between DOGE

Services will cut about 10,000 full-time
jobs and close half of its regional offices, it
said on March 27, a major overhaul of the
department under Secretary Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. Employees of various
departmental agencies began receiving
their termination notices on April 1.

The Department of Veterans Affairs is

planning to cut more than 80,000 workers
from the agency, according to an internal
memo seen by Reuters.The VA's chief of
staff, Christopher Syrek, sent the memo to
senior agency officials, telling them the
goal was to return the agency to 2019

Taiwan's top security official visits US as
China ends military drills: Report

Taiwan's top security official,
Joseph Wu, arrived in the US for
talks with the Trump
administration, days after
China's war games near Taiwan.
The "special channel" meeting
marks Trump's first since
returning to office, amid rising
regional tensions.
—

UPDATED. The head of Taiwan's
National Security Council arrived in
the United States for talks with
President Donald Trump's
administration, a source familiar with
the matter said on Friday, days after
China concluded war games around
Taiwan.Joseph Wu was leading a
delegation for a meeting known as the
"special channel," the Financial Times
reported earlier. It marked Trump's
first use of the channel since returning
to the White House on January
20.Earlier this week, China's military

concluded two-day war games around
Taiwan in which it held long-range,
live-fire drills in the East China Sea,
marking an escalation of exercises
around the island.Taiwan has
denounced China for holding the drills.
The United States, Taiwan's most
important international supporter and

main arms supplier despite the lack of
formal diplomatic relations,
condemned the latest exercises earlier
this week.Taiwan is only one area of
tension between the United States and
China whose ties have been tested by
multiple issues such as human rights,
the origins of COVID-19 and trade
tariffs, including measures put in place
by Trump this week.Trump's tariffs
this week also upset Taiwan, which
called them unreasonable. Trump has

also been critical of Taiwan for taking

Trump shares video
claiming he's crashing

stock market on purpose

U.S. semiconductor business, saying world. The stock market took a hard hit this week after

he wants the industry to re-base to the
United States. Taiwan's top security
official has said the Trump
administration's support for Taiwan
remains "very strong."China has
stepped up rhetoric against Taiwan
President Lai Ching-te, calling him a
"parasite" on Tuesday in the wake of
U.S. Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth's Asia visit, during which he
repeatedly criticised Beijing.The
White House and the Taipei
Economic and Cultural
Representative Office in the United
States did not immediately respond to
requests for comment.China views
democratically governed Taiwan as
its own territory and has repeatedly
denounced Lai as a "separatist". Lai,
who won election last year, rejects
Beijing's sovereignty claims and says
only Taiwan's people can decide their
future. Taiwan has lived under the
threat of Chinese invasion since 1949
when the defeated Republic of China
government fled to the island after
losing a civil war with Mao Zedong's
communists, though the two sides
have not exchanged fire in anger for
decades.

US mistakenly orders Ukrainians
to leave in email blunder

world. Multiple Ukrainians legally in
the United States under a
humanitarian program received an
email this week telling them their
status had been revoked and they had
seven days to leave the country or the
"federal government will find you."A
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) spokesperson said on Friday
the email had been sent in error and
that the Ukrainian parole program
created after the 2022 Russian
invasion of that country had not been
terminated. It was not clear how many
Ukrainians received the email.Reuters
reported last month that the Trump
administration was planning to revoke
temporary legal status for some
240,000 Ukrainians who fled the
conflict with Russia. Such a move
would be a reversal of the welcome
Ukrainians received under President
Joe Biden's administration."If you do
not depart the United States

immediately, you will be subject to
potential law enforcement actions that
will result in your removal from the
United States," the Thursday email
read. "Again, DHS is terminating your
parole. Do not attempt to remain in the
United States."The DHS sent a follow-
up note on Friday, informing them that
the order was in error and that "the
terms of your parole as originally
issued remain unchanged at this time."
One Ukrainian parolee, who asked that
her name not be used for fear of

retribution from the U.S.
government, said she "couldn't
breathe normally and was
uncontrollably crying" upon
receiving the email.The woman
said she had renewed her
immigration status last August and
had been told that it was valid for
another two years, and she racked
her brain trying to figure out what
she had done wrong to be booted
from the U.S. She could think of no
reason, saying, "I don't have as much as
a parking ticket, don't post on social
media."Angela Boelens, president of
IA NICE, a non-profit in Iowa that has
sponsored dozens of Ukrainians, said
she knows of at least two women who
received the letter, one of whom is
pregnant."It's a very scary email. All of
my families are in complete panic,"
Boelens said. "I'd been telling people
they would have time after a revocation
notice. But this letter is very different."

US President Donald Trump imposed sweeping new
tariffs—and now a viral video he posted makes it seem
like it's all according to plan to crash the market
deliberately.On Friday, Donald Trump posted a video
on his social media site, Truth Social. The video,
initially posted by user @AmericaPapaBear on X
(formerly known as Twitter), makes the bold assertion
that Trump is "purposely CRASHING the market."

The video, which is partly generated using artificial

intelligence (Al), was initially shared on TikTok on
March 15 — before Trump declared new tariffs this
week.However, the video went viral after the US stock
market plunged. The Dow Jones dropped over 2,000
points, and the S&P 500 decreased by 5.7% on Friday.

Even though he shared the video, Trump did not clarify

why he shared it or if he believes in its statements. The
video claims that Trump is deliberately creating a stock
market decline to benefit the overall economy in the
long term.In the video, a narrator claims, "Trump is
crashing the stock market by 20 percent this month, but

he’s doing it on purpose." He goes on to suggest that this
is all part of a bigger plan. "Here’s the secret game he’s
playing, and it could make yourich."

As per the video, Trump is attempting to pressure money

into US treasury bonds. This will complicate matters
for the Federal Reserve (US central bank), asking it to
decrease interest rates in May. Low interest rates would
allow the government to roll over its record debt at a
cheap interest rate. The video states this also lowers the
mortgage rates and weakens the dollar, which can aid
common people in America. "Now it’s a wild chess
move, butit’s working," the narrator claims.

The video even praises Trump’s tariff strategy, calling it

"a genius play." It explains, “It actually forces
companies to build here to dodge them. It also forces
farmers to sell more of their products here in the US to
bring grocery prices way down. We’ve already seen this
with eggs."The narrator then makes a bold statement,
"Now, remember, 94 percent of all stocks are owned
only by 8 percent of Americans.

Supreme Court backs Trump move to cut
$600 million in teacher training funds

WASHINGTON. The Supreme Court on

in lower courts challenging his flurry of

two programs at issue — the Teacher

conservative majority wrote that the states

Friday granted the Trump administration’s
plea to cut hundreds of millions of dollars
in teacher-training money as part of its anti-
DEI efforts, while a lawsuit continues.

The justices split 5-4, with Chief Justice John

Roberts joining the three liberal justices in
dissent.The emergency appeal is among
several the high court is considering in
which the Justice Department argues that
lower-court judges have improperly
obstructed President Donald Trump’s
agenda.Friday’s order was the first time, in
three attempts, that the nation’s highest
court gave the administration what it
wanted on an emergency basis.

The Supreme Court previously sided against

the administration in another lawsuit over
nearly $2 billion in foreign aid cuts in
another divided 5-4 ruling, with Justice
Amy Coney Barrett in the majority in both
cases.It remains to be seen whether
Friday's decision marks a narrow win or a
broader shift in Trump's favor.The Trump
administration is facing some 150 lawsuits

executive orders. That includes about two
dozen over federal funding cuts, some
totalling billions of dollars.The teaching
training case deals with cuts to more than
100 programs. They had been temporarily

blocked by a federal judge in Boston, who .
found that they were already affecting |

training programs aimed at addressing a
nationwide teacher shortage.U.S. District

Judge Myong Joun issued a temporary

restraining order sought by eight

Democratic-led states that argued the cuts

were likely driven by efforts from Trump’s
administration to eliminate diversity,
equity and inclusion programs.The federal
appeals court in Boston turned away an
appeal from the administration to allow
them to resume.The Republican president
has also signed an executive order calling
for the dismantling of the Education
Department, and his administration has
already started overhauling much of its
work, including cutting dozens of contracts
it dismissed as “woke” and wasteful. The

Quality Partnership and Supporting
Effective Educator Development —
provide more than $600 million in grants
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for teacher preparation programs, often in
subject areas such as math, science and
special education, the states have argued.
They said data has shown the programs had
led to increased teacher retention rates and
ensured that educators remain in the
profession beyond five years.Despite
Joun's finding that the programs were
already being affected, the high court's

can keep the programs running with their
own money for now. By contrast, the
majority said in an unsigned opinion, the
federal government probably wouldn’t
be able to recover the cash if it
ultimately wins the lawsuit.Justice
Elena Kagan wrote in dissent that there
was no reason for the court's emergency
intervention.Nowhere in its papers does
the Government defend the legality of
canceling the education grants at issue
here,” Kagan wrote.In a separate
opinion, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson
wrote, “It is beyond puzzling that a
majority of Justices conceive of the
government’s application as an
emergency.”Roberts joined neither dissent,
noting only that he would have denied the
appeal.The administration halted the
programs without notice in February. Joun,
an appointee of Democratic President Joe
Biden, found that the cancellations
probably violated a federal law that
requires a clear explanation.
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India readies bid to

host 2036 Olympics;

plans to develop 10
training centres

NEW DELHI. India has been strongly
advocating its bid for hosting the Olympics
in 2036 but faces formidable competition
from nations including Saudi Arabia (host
city Riyadh), Qatar (Doha), Turkey
(Istanbul), Indonesia (Nusantara) and
Hungary (Budapest), which have been
assertively showcasing their strategic vision
and financial prowess to deliver a successful
Games. With a new dispensation taking over
atthe IOC, the Indian govt has accelerated its
endeavours to establish itself as a serious
contender and match the efforts mounted by
others.Go Beyond The Boundary with our
YouTube channel. SUBSCRIBENOW!

It’s been learnt that an Indian delegation
comprising Sports Ministry and IOA
officials will deliver a comprehensive
power-point presentation to the I[OC’s Future
Host Commission at its headquarters in
Lausanne, emphasising the country’s
preparedness to organise the Games in
Ahmedabad.With the submission of an
edition-specific formal bid — which would be
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assessed by the host commission — India
wishes to enter the next phase of a process
called the “targeted dialogue”.

India plans to develop 10 Olympic training
centresTaking inspiration from prominent
Asian sporting powerhouses such as China
and Japan, the Indian govt has decided to
establish 10 state-of-the-art Olympic
training centres across the nation where
future elite athletes will be groomed with the
objective of enhancing the country’s medal
tally at the Summer Games.The high-
performance training facilities will be
established in major Indian cities and will
operate under a public-private partnership
(PPP) framework, TOI has learnt. Each
specialised centre will be dedicated to one
specific sport from the 10 selected
disciplines, where a maximum of 150
sportspersons will be accommodated to
prepare for the Olympic Games and other
multisport events.The athletes will be
chosen from the Khelo India Youth and
University Games — KIYG and KIUG — and
the National Games organised by the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA).

Go easy on us: R
Ashwin playfully asks

DC's KL Rahul to gift
(SK two points

New Delhi. Ahead of their key Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025 clash on April 5, Chennai
Super Kings spinner R Ashwin shared a
light-hearted moment with Delhi Capitals’
star wicketkeeper-batter KL Rahul, jokingly
asking him to “go easy” on CSK and hand
them two points. The banter took place
during a training session at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium, with the two players
seen chatting in front of the CSK dressing
room.In a video recently uploaded by Delhi
Capitals’ official social media handle,
Ashwin was seen in a jovial mood,
requesting Rahul to give CSK a win, also
praising Delhi’s impressive form this season.
Ashwin added that DC have been “too good”
in IPL 2025 so far. The experienced spinner
also asked after Rahul’s daughter, showing a
warm personal touch to the
conversation.Delhi Capitals have indeed
looked in formidable touch this season,
winning both of their opening matches
against Sunrisers Hyderabad and Lucknow
Super Giants. They now head into Saturday’s
fixture as the favourites, given their current

momentum and Chennai’s inconsistent start
to their campaign.

However, things could take a dramatic turn at
Chepauk, with CSK possibly missing regular
skipper Ruturaj Gaitkwad due to an elbow
injury. If Gaikwad is ruled out, MS Dhoni
may step in to lead the side — a move that
would surely excite the home fans at the
iconic venue. The Super Kings are under
pressure to find their thythm after a stuttering
beginning to IPL 2025, and a win against a
confident Delhi Capitals outfit would be a
significant boost.

Kabaddi, kabaddi, kabaddiction: Former India
ace trains budding players for free in Kochi

«(0mar Shereef currently
trains about 45 girls and
20 boys, from sub-junior
to university levels

—

NEW DELHI. In the beach at Kuzhupilly,
among the throng of visitors, a few girls are
busy warming up. They jog and stretch with
discipline. Then, as they start stirring up the
sand, one can hear the repeating chant —
kabaddi, kabaddi, kabaddi....A practice
session forbeach kabaddi is underway here.
Their coach, 45-year-old Omar Shereef, a
veteran player who was part of the 2008
Asian Beach Games gold-winning Indian
team, watches on, correcting mistakes and
suggesting strategies.“The girls’ team is
preparing for the upcoming State Beach
Kabaddi Championship,” he says. Notably,
teams coached by Shereef have been
winning the district-level games for the past
few years. This year, the team’s aim is
gold.“The game is intense. They need
strength, speed, strategy, and a bit of luck.
Balancing both speed and dexterity in the

sand is a bit difficult, after all,” says

students assemble after school.

Shereef, an India Post official who runs “The training location changes from many

Paravur Kabaddi Academy.Kabaddi is
gaining popularity compared to pre-
pandemic times, he explains. “With Pro
Kabaddi kicking up a storm, and the nature
of the game itself changing, it’s more
visible than when I started out,”
he says.“Now indoor Kabaddi
is played with shoes on a special
mat. Much more interesting to
watch for an audience.”Shereef .-
currently trains about 45 girls
and 20 boys, from sub-junior to
university levels. What sets
Shereef’s academy apart is that
his training is free.

“Thereality is that Kabaddi hasjust . °
started gaining popularity. And =
unlike football and cricket, most
students who play it are from
low-income, marginalised
communities. They cannot pay
for coaching in hi-tech centres,”
he says.So, as a professional
Kabaddi player who is passionate about the
game, he decided to nurture the students.
The only ask: train properly and study well.

The training is a daily affair. Every day, after
he finishes his work at the postal department,
he gets into coaching mode. By then, the

beaches to school and college grounds. Now,
we are training for the State Beach Kabaddi
Championship. Currently an amateur
tournament organised by the KMEA

Engineering College (Pookkattupady) is
going on. It will conclude on Saturday. Girls
and boys from my academy are part of the
tournament. So it’s been a busy couple of
months,” Shereef says, his eyes focused on
the girls practising.Shereef has been playing

Freak throw to the head sends

Imam ul Haq to hospita

«Imam-ul-Hag copped a blow to

the face in 3rd 0DI

A concussed Imam was

substituted midway through the
match

«Pakistan have already lost the

0DI series

NEW DELHI. Pakistan batter Imam-ul-Haq

was hospitalised after being hit in the face in
Pakistan's 3rd ODI match vs New Zealand.
Imam was forced to leave the field in the
third over of the team's chase on Saturday,
April 5 after a throw from short cover

- "y

slipped through his helmet to hit his
face.Imam winced in pain and dropped to the
floor right after the ball struck him. He was
attended by the team's physio, and was
eventually carried off the field on a medical
cart. Imam was checked for concussion and

| in 3rd ODI

was substituted later in the game by
Usman Khan. The broadcaster later
informed that he was hospitalised
due to his injury.Imam was batting
at 1 off 7 balls at the time of getting
injured.Pakistan have already lost
the 3-match ODI series. They lost
the first two games of the 3-match
series at Napier and Hamilton
respectively. The Mohammad
Rizwan led team were hammered in
the first two matches in a team led
by Michael Bracewell. In the first
match, Mark Chapman scored a
terrific hundred which helped the
hosts to beat Pakistan by 73 runs.

In the second game, Michael Hay and Ben

Sears combined to hand Pakistan a heavy
defeat by 80 runs despite them chasing a
score 0f 293 runs.

Glenn Maxwell key spinner for PBKS on any
venue: Spin bowling coach Sunil Joshi

New Delhi. Punjab Kings spin bowling coach
Sunil Joshi hailed the side’s star all-rounder
Glenn Maxwell as one of their key spinners,
irrespective of the conditions or venue in the
Indian Premier League. As the side gears up
to take on Rajasthan Royals on April 5, Joshi
once again highlighted Maxwell as a crucial
spin-bowling option for the side when they
take the field at the Maharaja Yadavindra
Singh International Cricket Stadium in Tira,

Punjab on Saturday.Maxwell’s new chapter
with the Punjab Kings in IPL 2025 has not
been outstanding with the bat so far, but the
Australian star has seen his bowling prove
efficient for the team. He has picked up two
wickets in two matches — both being key
dismissals of opposition captains, Rishabh
Pant of Lucknow Super Giants and
Shubman Gill of Gujarat Titans. Speaking at
the pre-match press conference ahead of

their clash against RR, Joshi explained how
Maxwell’s experience on big stages is what
PBKS will rely on heavily this season.

IPL 2025 Coverage | IPL Points Table | IPL

Schedule"I think Maxwell is one of the key
players for us as far as the spin bowling is
concerned. Every ground and every venue
has different dynamics and he understands
most of them. He has delivered for us in the
last two games. With his pedigree of
experience, I am sure he will perform very
well in the home games," Joshi said. PBKS,
under the new leadership of captain Shreyas
Iyer and head coach Ricky Ponting, have
ensured a strong start to their IPL 2025
campaign after winning both of their
matches so far against GT and LSG. Their
performances have placed them at the top of
the points table even before they take on
Rajasthan.While the likes of Iyer,
Prabhsimran Singh and even Maxwell have
been in fine form for the side, they will be
expecting a stern challenge from Rajasthan
Royals, who will have their returning
skipper Sanju Samson leading them. The
Royals are also coming into the contest on
the back of a win against Chennai Super
Kings, adding further intensity to what
promises to be an exciting encounter in Tira.

kabaddi since he was 18 — first for his

college team.The beginning was quite

coincidental. A few of his friends were in the
kabaddi team and they invited him one day
for practice. “I fell in love with it,” smiles

Shereef.Soon, he rose through the ranks and
became a national player. “Now, I can’t
live without it,” he adds. Last year, he
captained the India Post Kerala circle
team, which won the national
championship held in Shimla.

“I just love this game,” he says, when
asked how he manages all these daily
duties. And it’s this love that he wants to
spread among the children — a passion
for a game that has made a
comeback.However, he adds, some join
under him as kabaddi is a good medium
for fitness. “Strength training, cardio,
overall fitness — kabaddi is good for
all, to maintain fitness goals of both
adults and children,” he highlights.

Above all, Shereef believes in the
community and healing power of

sports. “In today’s world, especially amid
the rising concerns of drugs, we need sports
more than ever. We should not gatekeep
facilities. This is one way in which I am
contributing. After all, kabaddi itself is an
addiction — a healthy one,” Shereef smiles.

LSG vs MI: Digvesh Rathi
fined again after
repeating notebook
celebration

New Delhi. Lucknow Super Giants spinner

Digvesh Rathi was fined for the second
successive time in the ongoing Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025 season due to his animated
'notebook' celebration against Mumbai
Indians. Digvesh, who had already been fined
for his celebration against his Delhi teammate
and Punjab Kings opener Priyansh Arya, was
this time fined 50% of his match costs for
violating the IPL Code of Conduct.This
marked the spinner's second Level 1 breach
this season, meaning he has been fined 50% of
his match fees and has now accumulated two
Demerit Points. Meanwhile, captain Rishabh
Pant was also fined for his team’s poor over
rate during Friday's match against Mumbai
Indians in Lucknow. Pantreceived a fine of Rs
12 lakh for his team’s first offence of the
season.On the very first ball of the 9th over,
Digvesh repeated his controversial notebook
celebration after dismissing MI batter Naman

Dhir, who had been playing brilliantly before
departing for a 24-ball 46. The 25-year-old
had previously accumulated 1 Demerit Point
and was charged with a Level 1 offence under
Article 2.5 for the same celebration after
dismissing PBKS opener Priyansh Arya in the
second innings of his side’s clash against the
Shreyas Iyer-led franchise.

While Digvesh's dismissal of Naman Dhir

played akey role in LSG's thrilling 12-run win
over MI and also won him the Player of the
Match award—specifically with the batter
looking in brilliant touch at that moment of
the 204-run chase—his disciplinary issues
now get him closer to the risk of suspension.

MS Dhoni as CSK captain one last time
What to expect if Thala returns in role

S Dhoni may return as
captain as Ruturaj is injured

«Dhoni last captained CSK in ipl
2023 final

««Dhoni has the most wins as
captain in IPL history

New Delhi. When Chennai Super Kings

welcome Delhi Capitals to the
Chepauk on Saturday, April 5, all eyes
will be on MS Dhoni. He is the
superstar of the side and captained
them to 5 IPL titles and the fan
following for the 43-year-old is
always sky high. Even in lost matches,
the fans stick around to see a bit of

Dhoni magic and a few sixes into the
crowd.On Saturday, fans will head to
Chepauk with high expectations as
news has come in that we could see
'Captain Cool' return. With Ruturaj
Gaikwad being a doubt for the game
due to an elbow injury, CSK batting
coach Mike Hussey said that Dhoni
will captain the side if their regular
skipper doesn't make the cut. We've got
some young guy [Dhoni] coming
through. He's behind the stumps.
Maybe he can do a good job," Hussey
said during the press conference.

This has certainly captured the

imagination of the fans as they have a
chance to see Dhoni make one more
return in his most famous avatar. But
can we expect from Dhoni as CSK
captain once again?

Calmness personified
Let's just get this out of the way and say

that there will be a lot of calmness once

Dhoni takes over as the skipper. As we
have seen in countless situations in the
IPL and in international cricket, Dhoni
is like that captain who can guide the
ship throught turbulent waters.“Could
he doit? Of course. Will he do it? At43
years old, MS Dhoni, I'm not sure. It
might just be for one game, but this
could also be an opportunity for CSK
to think about the future,” Clarke told
the broadcasters after the match.Sunil
Gavaskar said he should be given
captaincy and shouldn't be asked to
step don even if Ruturaj returns. Well,
guess we will know more about Dhoni
and his call on Saturday at 3 pm IST. If
you hear a massive roar after the toss
happens and a calm man heads to talk
to the commentator, then Chennai
would have their Thala back one more
time.Is it the last time? Well, we can't
say "definitely not" as only Dhoni
knows the answer.
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Visits Chandramouleshwara Temple In
Karnataka To Seek Blessings I Photos

ﬁ ctress Sara Ali Khan never fails to put her spiritual side on display, often

visiting temples and other religious places. Her recent stop was the

Chandramouleshwara Temple in Unkal, Karnataka. She visited the holy

place to offer prayers and seek blessings from Lord Shiva. Amid the sacred

visit, Sara made sure to keep her fans updated with her whereabouts and posted

a photo on her Instagram Stories. The collage of pictures showcased her posing

+ on the temple stairs in a no-makeup look.Dressed aptly for her temple visit,
Sara Ali Khan looked every bit pretty in her pink and white ethnic wear.

{Sara Ali Khan’s spiritual choices have always been a subject of debate, with

many criticising her for visiting Hindu temples. Recently, she addressed the

- backlash during her appearance at the Times Now Summit 2025 saying that her

mother Amrita Singh taught her to see beyond religious and caste divisions.
Sara said, “I was very young, in school, and even when my parents were married
and we used to immigrate together abroad, I used to always wonder... Amrita
~ Singh, Saif Pataudi, Sara Sultana, Ibrahim Ali Khan, what is going on? Who are
F we? And I remember asking my mom, *What am [?° And she told me, *You are
Indian.” And I will never forget that."Sara Ali Khan also opened up about her
frequent trips to Kedarnath in the same interaction and stated, *I feel
comfortable there, I feel peaceful there, I feel happy there."
On the work front, Sara is gearing up for the release of Anurag Basu’s anthology,
Metro... In Dino wherein she will be seen alongside Aditya Roy Kapur. The
~ much-awaited drama also stars Anupam Kher, Neena Gupta, Pankaj Tripathi,
Konkona Sen Sharma, Ali Fazal and Fatima Sana Shaikh in key roles.
Announcing the release date of the film, its makers earlier dropped a post on
social media and wrote, “When love, fate and city life collide magic is bound to
happen! Metro... In Dino brings the stories of heart from the cities that you
love! Experience it on July 4th in cinemas near you".The film is presented by
Gulshan Kumar and T-Series in association with Anurag Basu Productions Pvt
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It's A Shame’
.}

asha Thadan

wonakshi Sinha SLAM Deforestation In

Hyderabad's Kancha Gachibowli
j $cir e

over the deforestation at Kancha
Gachibowli near the University of

Hyderabad campus. Raveena

Tandon’s daughter Rasha questioned

the destruction of biodiversity in the

name of development. She added that
it is a shame to see our country, which
is blessed with forests and
biodiversity, gasping for clean air.

Meanwhile, Sonakshi Sinha also

slammed the rapid clearing of 400-

acre green cover. Meanwhile, as per

the latest update, the Supreme Court
has stayed the deforestation drive at
the biodiversity-rich area, until
further orders.

Sonakshi Sinha re-shared an
Instagram post that read, “In
Japan, trees are carefully
relocated instead of being cut for
construction." Expressing her
disapproval over the tree felling
in Kancha Gachibowli, she

added, “And here we just cut
down 400 acres of forest
overnight. No biggie."
Meanwhile, on Friday, Rasha
Thadani shared a note on her

Instagram stories, in which she highlighted the
importance of forests, “Our India is blessed with
biodiversity. Rich, dense forests, home to countless
species of birds, animals and plants. Yet, we silently

ollywood actresses Sonakshi

development. How much more suffering does our
wildlife need to go through!!?" she wrote.She further
added, “Unfortunately, Us humans are selfish, we
only think for our own benefit. With that being said,
our country struggles with pollution, we NEED these
jungles for clean air, clean water and a healthier
future. If not for nature itself, protect our wildlife for
our survival!! Every tree cut, every jungle lost, brings
us closer to crisis. Temperatures are soaring, water is
disappearing. WE NEED OUR FORESTS. Cutting
the forests down for development is a contradictory
statement. What will we do with this “development"
without a healthy and clean place, go live, breathe,
survive!?"She then added that people from all over
the world come to visit forests in India, that have
some of the rarest species, and while tourists are
completely amazed, we do not understand its value.
“It’s a shame to see our country so BLESSED with
forests and biodiversity, and yet we're gasping for
clean air," wrote Rasha.For the unversed, the Kancha
Gachibowli area near the University of Hyderabad
has been at the center of major controversy due to its
deforestation activities. Tensions ran high at the
University of Hyderabad as a scuffle erupted between
students and police after authorities barricaded the
east campus, where excavators.

watch as they continue to disappear in the name of

Ameesha Patel's Savage Response To

Salman Khan-Rashmika's Age Gap In
Sikandar: “Jab Jodi Chalti Hai...

alman Khan's latest action-drama film,

Sikandar, has garnered immense buzz on

social media since its trailer launch. Directed
by A.R. Murugadoss, the film has received mixed
reviews from critics and fans, Starring Rashmika
Mandanna as the female lead, Sikandar has
generated debate over the 31-year-old age
difference between the lead pair. Recently, actress
Ameesha Patel reacted to the criticism, defending
the on-screen chemistry of Salman and
Rashmika.Since the trailer launch of Sikandar,
many celebrities have extended their support for
Salman Khan and Rashmika Mandanna’s on-
screen chemistry. During a recent interaction with
the paparazzi, Ameesha Patel also took a toll on
social media criticism with her epic response to
theirage gap.

The Gadar actress was asked about Salman
romancing a 31-year younger actress, Rashmika
in Sikandar, to which she replied. “Mere aur
Sunny (Deol) ji mein bhi to 20 saal ka gap tha, par
jab jodi chalti hai to chalti hai, (Between me and
Sunny ji, there was an age difference of 20 years,
the chemistry anyways works), Salman is just
muah (flying kiss gesture)"Ameesha further
shared her experience watching Sikandar, saying,
“Mujhe to bohut achi lagi, baaki kuch toh log
kahenge logon ka kaam hai kehna. Logon ko film
yunhi nahi pasand aarahi hai, film achi jaa rahi hai
to bolne do jisko jo bolna hai (I liked it a lot, the
rest people will anything. People are not liking the
film for no reason, the film is going well, so let
them say whatever they want to)."At the trailer
launch event, Salman Khan was also asked about
this controversy, to which he replied, “Heroine ke
father ko problem nahi hain. Kal jab inki shaadi
ho jayegi, bacche ho _]dcngc aur tab bhi kaam
karenge. Pati ka permission toh mil hi jayega na
(The heroine’s father has no problem. Tomorrow,
when she gets married and has children, she will
still continue working.

Aishwarya Rai Was Called

Arrogant After Miss World

Win, But Taal Actress Says
‘She’s A Very Good Girl’

)
-— .

ctress Jividha Sharma, who shared screen

space with Aishwarya Rai Bachchan in

Subhash Ghai’s 1999 hit Taal, has revisited her
experience working with the former Miss World
during the early years of their respective careers. Ina
recent interview with Lallantop, Jividha candidly
spoke about the assumptions she had before meeting
Aishwarya, and how the actress completely
shattered those preconceived notions through her
humility, discipline, and work ethic.In 1999, Taal
wasn’t just a milestone in Aishwarya Rai’s career—it
was also the first major project for Jividha Sharma,
who was making her Bollywood debut. At the time,
Aishwarya was just beginning to build her career in
films, following her Miss World win in 1994 and her
debut roles in Iruvar and Aur Pyaar Hogaya in 1997.
By the time she stepped into Taal. she had already
begun to attract widespread attention, with
expectations running high. With fame, however,
came rumors—especially about her supposed
attitude.

“People had said she has an attitude because of the
Miss World title and all that," Jividha recalled. “So
even I went in with that impression. But when 1
actually met her and spent time with her on set, I
realized she was nothing like that. She’s very simple,
very grounded—a genuinely good person."”

The actress was quick to highlight Aishwarya’s
professionalism on set. “She was extremely
hardworking. We had several scenes together, and |
observed that she was totally focused. She didn’t
take herrole lightly, even though she already had that
big title attached to her name. She would keep
rehearsing her scenes, especially dance steps, until
she got them perfect."A trained classical dancer,
Aishwarya’s commitment to nailing her
performances wasn’t lost on her co-star. “Despite
being trained in Kathak and having all those
credentials, she didn’t take anything for granted. She
never acted like she knew it all. If a step didn’t look
right, she would do it again and again. She wouldn’t
give up until it was flawless. That really inspired me.
I genuinely liked her and even wanted to be like her
at that point.”

Jividha also offered a glimpse into their dynamic off-
camera, revealing that both actresses would often be
accompanied by their mothers during shoots. “We
mostly talked about our scenes. but sometimes she
would ask about my mom. She used to bring her
mother along as well. There was a comfort in that,
like we were both protected and supported."Though
much of their joint screen time was later edited out
from the final cut of Taal due to the film’s runtime,
the time spent together made a lasting impression on
Jividha. *We had a lot of scenes together, but many of
them were chopped. Still, the experience of working
with her was memorable for me," she said.
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