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The clock is ticking on
Punjab’s water crisis

Punjab is facing a groundwater crisis of gigantic
proportions, threatening the very sustainability of
its civilisation. According to the latest report by
Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), even the
last drop of usable groundwater in Punjab shall
finish in just 14 years.It is the duty of the current
political executive, planners and civil society to
ensure that the groundwater is preserved not only
for the present generation living on this part of the
globe but also for future generations who will
inhabit the region.The current scientific data
shows that Punjab extracts 28 million acre feet
(MAF) of water from the womb of mother earth
each year while only 17 MAF is replenished
through rainfall and the state's three perennial
rivers. This imbalance has led to a dangerous
depletion rate of about half a metre per year,
bringing Punjab closer to desertification.

One of the most significant reasons for this
overexploitation is the "energy-water-food" nexus
in Punjab. Since the energy supplied by the
government to farmers for pumping out water to
produce food, especiallyrice, is free, it becomes its
added responsibility to take practical measures to
address this crisis before Punjab turns into a barren
wasteland.Additionally, it is also imperative to
note that not only is water depleting at a much
faster rate but it is also being extracted from deeper
layers of earth, containing dangerous heavy metals
and nitrate, making it unfit for use by humans and
animals.Therefore, it is high time the government
took the following urgent measures to ameliorate
the situation.1. Fix paddy transplanting date to
June 20. Although scientists recommend aligning
paddy transplantation with the arrival of
monsoons, keeping in view the realistic situation,
the government should implement a phased
transplantation schedule starting from June 20 due
to these reasons:a) The farmers are now
cultivating mainly the short-duration paddy
varieties which take 90-100 days to mature with
the same yield as the pre-2009 situation when the
varieties being cultivated were long-duration
ones, taking 130-140 days to mature.

b) Punjab was the first state in the country to enact a
progressive law in 2008 to regulate the date of
sowing of paddy with a view to conserving and
saving its groundwater. The date of paddy
transplantation was fixed at June 10 under this law.
The date was shifted to June 15 in 2014 and is
continuing as such since then, with minor
variations in dates. The farmers, by and large, have
adjusted their kharif agronomic practices in the
last 17 years as per to this law, called 'The Punjab
Preservation of Sub Soil Water Act 2009'. As per a
report of Department of Agriculture, Government
of Punjab, the annual decline in the water table was
75 cm before 2009. It reduced to 40 cm later due to
effective implementation ofthe Act.

c) As per the latest reports, water levels in all three
reservoirs of Punjab — the Bhakhra Dam, Ranjit
Sagar Dam and Pong Dam — are 52 per cent
below normal as compared to last year. Punjab gets
about 14.50 MAF of water from these reservoirs,
mainly for paddy cultivation. Therefore, less canal
water shall be available this summer season for
irrigation, which will put additional pressure on
groundwater for paddy crop. It takes about 4,000
liters of water to produce one kg of paddy. Thus,

Guns alone cannot end the Maoist insurgency

Sustained programmes for economic and infrastructure development are needed. Only then will people not consider Maoism as an option.

In the ongoing operations against Maoists, the security

forces in Chhattisgarh have had several successes in
eliminating their ranks and key leaders. While a
considerable number of Maoists have lately surrendered,
akey section of them in Chhattisgarh is seeking ceasefire.
But the government wants an unconditional surrender.
Even as the Home Minister has lauded those who have
surrendered, he has also issued a warning to those still
active.Prime Minister Narendra Modi has pinned the
blame for the Maoist upsurge in the country to Congress
policies over the past six decades, ie since Naxalbari
village in Darjeeling, West Bengal, exploded in March-
June 1967. He is right in referring to a long history of the
Maoist movement in India, but the Congress is not
responsible for its start. The persistence of the movement,
though, is a complex issue.

The PM coined 'urban naxal' for indiscriminately accusing

the left, left of centre and liberal intelligentsia et al for the
emergence and persistence of naxalism/Maoism. Their
faulting the government for extreme poverty, exploitation
of peasants and tribals by local landowners, money
lenders, contractors and power brokers does not go well
with the PM.The 1946 armed revolt by the Communist
Party of India against the erstwhile Nizam of the
Telangana region to free India from a 'sham' independence
is the root. Its seeds flowered naturally and quickly amid
extreme exploitation of the local peasants' life and
property by doras, local landlords.The British rule
bequeathed this 'revolution' to independent India, which
had to be tackled amid numerous other problems
prevailing in the region. Aside from the operations by the
security forces, the initiation of the Bhoodan (gift of land)
movement by Acharya Vinoba Bhave in 1951 weakened
its principal rationale —'land'. And, the movement
declined gradually.Amid the ideological divide between
Moscow and Peking from 1951 to 1967, 'Spring Thunder'
descended on India in the east — peasants of Naxalbari
village of Darjeeling district in West Bengal shot an arrow,
killing a gun-wielding cop, as they tried to stop their
granary from being looted under police protection. Their
clash with the 'jotedars' (rich farmers) was similar. A
'revolution' was born! The resultant nomenclature —
naxalism —has stuck since, even though the movement
was crushed during 1972-75 amid land reforms and police
repression.Srikakulam, Telangana, Dantewada and
several sites of conflict in West Bengal, Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Bihar are various posts through
which Maoism has travelled since. The ideological
debates as well as the 'revolutionary action' carried out by
a committed leadership since 1946 boast of several
distinguished names — Charu Mazumdar, Kanu Sanyal,
Kobad and Anuradha Gandhi, and, more lately, law

graduate Gummadiveli Renuka in Chhattisgarh.

They moved from the comfort of their homes to jungles,

raised cadres and carried on their 'revolution'. Since they
pursue the cult of violence, many a time indiscriminate,
their ideological commitment is tough to appreciate.

The negatives of the movement include fratricide, brutal

attacks on the unsympathetic populace and ambush of
security forces. While on the one hand the coming
together of most of their factions in the form of the
CPI(Maoist) at the beginning of the millennium gave
headaches to the government, on the other hand, they kept
losing their cadres and leaders, including Azad, due to the
pressures mounted by the successive regimes of the
Indian state.In the first decade of the millennium, the
CPI(Maoist) dreamt of a Pashupati (Nepal)-to-Tirupati
(Andhra Pradesh) red corridor. The spread of the Maoist
violence to one-third of the districts in the affected states
showed that the 'red map' had its expanse in the resource-
rich regions, which were being exploited by the Indian
state and its supporters.Poverty and exploitation of both
natural resources and populace in these areas created a
fertile ground for the roots of the movement.

The government did try to understand the socio-economic

roots of the problem and take measures to deal with it. An
expert group constituted by the erstwhile Planning
Commission prepared a report 'Development Challenges
in Extremist Affected Areas' in 2008. Analysing poverty,

Mining policy revamp

Ending Punjab’s illegal sand trade calls for more

any deficit in the supply of canal water is bound to
be met by farmers by extracting groundwater.
d)The India Meteorological Department has
forecast above normal temperature and extended
heatwave episodes this summer, especially in
June. Therefore, paddy transplanted in June or
before shall require much more water to withstand
the heat stress. This calls for delaying paddy
transplantation to the later days of June, closer to
arrival of monsoon rains.e) Paddy transplanted in
late June matures by early October, coinciding
with favourable harvesting conditions. Early
transplantation leads to harvesting during the
monsoon's late phase in September, exposing
paddy grains to heavy rains, gusty winds and high
humidity. This results in marketing pangs for the
farmers as even the Government of India mandates
paddy purchase operations from October 1.

2) Ban long-duration PUSA 44 variety: PUSA 44
and its variants (peeli PUSA and Doger PUSA) are
not only water-guzzling on account of their long

Punjab's latest amendments to the state sand and

gravel mining policy mark a significant shift in

its approach to mineral extraction. By allowing

private landowners and panchayats to mine

sand and gravel directly, the government hopes §
to increase supply, stabilise prices and curb
illegal mining. But will these changes
genuinely root out corruption, or are they
merely a reshuftling of power? One of the most
striking aspects of the amendment is the
expansion of mining rights. Private landowners
can now extract and sell sand and gravel while
panchayats will gain similar privileges under
district administration oversight. The
government justifies this by arguing that
increasing legal sources of sand will naturally
undercut the black market. However, without
proper checks and balances, there is danger of
the new system enabling local power structures

This will render regulation even more difficult.

duration but they also contribute to pollution
because of their heavy residue mass.

Two events book-end the meeting between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Bangladesh Chief Advisor
Muhammad Yunus in Bangkok on Friday on the margins
of the BIMSTEC meeting. The first, when an irate mob
tried to burn down the house of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman on August 5, 2024, marking a regime
change in Bangladesh, moments after Sheikh Hasina
fled Dhaka for Delhi and the so-called Students’
Revolution ushered the US-trained economist into the
top job— the house was successfully burnt down exactly
two months ago on February 5, under Yunus’ watch.

The second is the meeting between Yunus and Chinese
businessmen in Beijing last week, where he made his
now infamous and uncomplimentary remarks about
India’s seven north-eastern states, affectionately called
the “seven sisters.”Seven Sisters of India are a
landlocked region — they have no way to reach the
ocean. We are the only guardian of the ocean for all of
this region... From Bangladesh, you can go anywhere
you want. The ocean is in our backyard. So, this is the
opportunity that you want to take,” Yunus told the
Chinese.Perhaps, the Bangladeshi is really just a simple
man. Perhaps, some of what he said was lost in
translation. Perhaps the reaction of the Indian political
class, from S Jaishankar to Himanta Biswa Sarma and
Pradyot Manikya Barman, has been unduly harsh.

But the fact remains that the Bangladeshi leader’s
comments on the eve of his meeting with the Prime
Minister, referring to India’s soft underbelly — which
has been prone to insurgency, arms infiltration, including
from the time Khaleda Zia’s BNP was in power from
2001-2006, and communal convulsions — may not have
been the most diplomatic thing to say.It struck a deep and
uncomfortable chord in India — perhaps, because it is
also true.But here’s a second fact. In terms of the exercise
of sheer, brute power, India has the ability to overcome
its own weakness in the North-East and strike elsewhere
if it believes that it is being unfairly pushed
around.That’s why India’s smaller neighbours look to

to simply shift corruption to a decentralised model. The increase in royalty — from 73 paise to Rs 1.75 per

When Modi met Yunus in Bangkok

the big dragon in the room if and when they feel they are
being given short shrift by India — except in most cases,
and certainly in Bangladesh’s, China is far too far away.
Moreover, the same analogy works both ways. If India’s
“seven sisters” are hemmed in by Bangladesh, then Certainly, India’s extraordinary power, especially in its

Bangladesh’s hinterland is really Indian territory.

Both statesmen and geographers understood that
fundamental fact early — that geography is not just
history, it is also present-day politics and diplomacy.
Winston Churchill wasn’t wrong when he decided he
wasn’t going to be the prime minister that gave up the
jewel in the empire. Excavation upon excavation of the
Partition years tells us that the British weren’t going to
just let the undivided subcontinent remain one, syncretic
unit when they finally left, kicking and screaming, in
1947 Fast-forward to 2025. External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar swiftly responded to Yunus’ childish
comments on the “seven sisters,” pointing out that India

THE GREAT GAME: The point is that Dhaka should always know that Delhi always knows

not just has a long eastern seaboard, about 6,500 km, but
that it shares a border with five nations around the Bay of
Bengal and provides “much of the interface between the
Indian subcontinentand ASEAN.”

neighbourhood, cannot be wished away — not in 1971,
not in 2025. It’s another matter that Sheikh Hasina had
pretty much followed a scorched-earth policy in recent
years — it is equally true that New Delhi had not
approved of several of her moves, especially her outright
refusal to reach out to the other woman in Bangladeshi
politics, Khaleda Zia, to broker peace in Bangladesh.
India ended up supporting Hasina because it knew that
the options were far worse.Those dark fears have come
to pass. The August 5 regime change in Bangladesh has
not just swept out Bangabandhu’s legacy, it has allowed
— nay, welcomed — the sinister presence of the Pakistan
IST in Bangladesh. Back in 1971, on March 26, hours

exploitation and the mechanisms available with the
government to deal with them, the expert group advised
the government "to mount programmes on a scale equal to
the dimensions of the problem."

Even the Supreme Court's judgment on Salwa Judum

(2007) in Chhattisgarh quoted contemporary research
studies to stress that poverty needed to be reduced for
Maoism to be eliminated. It said, "The same set of issues,
particularly those related to land, continue to fuel protest
politics, violent agitation politics, as well as armed
rebellion....Are governments and political parties in India
able to grasp the socio-economic dynamics encouraging
these politics or are they stuck with a security-oriented
approach that further fuels them?"The Indian state
furthered development programmes, successfully
focussed on infrastructure to weaken their appeal and
came down heavily on them. But the success was limited.
With time, it became difficult for the Maoists to replenish
their cadres and leadership. Repression continued in the
meantime, eliminating prominent leaders and hundreds of
their cadre. For example, on March 30, media reported the
killing of 17 Maoists in Sukma, of which 11 were women.
The surrender of Maoists was also reported. Recruitment
and repression of Maoists are going on side by side.But
sustained programmes for economic and infrastructure
development are needed. Only then will people not
consider Maoism as an option to achieving their rights.

cubic foot for sand and Rs 3.20 for gravel —is
expected to boost state revenue beyond the
current Rs 350 crore annually. But with
mining now open to individual landowners,
ensuring compliance will be challenging. Will
local authorities have the capacity to monitor
small-scale mining operations effectively? Or,
will this become another avenue for
underreporting and tax evasion?Punjab has
long struggled with illegal sand mining, often
linked to politically connected mafias. The
real test of this policy will lie in its
enforcement. If it is not accompanied by
stringent monitoring and technological
tracking — such as satellite surveillance and
digital permits — illegal mining could persist
under new disguises. For now, the policy
appears ambitious. But the fear of it being
another temporary distraction from Punjab’s

deeper corruption problem is real.

after Mujib declared “independence” from Pakistan, the
Pakistan Army had cracked down in an operation termed
“Operation Searchlight” — 54 years and some days ago
— killing hundreds of intellectuals, civilians and
students.Today, the Pakistan Army’s handmaiden and
spy agency, the ISI, is back on the streets of Dhaka and
Chittagong and elsewhere. The wheel is turning full
circle. Not to be forgotten is the likely role that the US
intelligence establishment is likely to have played last
year in the return of Chief Advisor Yunus to the top job in
Dhaka.Some would say, not so fast. That the chapter on
this latest regime change is not yet concluded. That the
Bangladesh Army chief, Gen Waker-uz-Zaman, who
hails from the time of Hasina, still remains chief and a
force to reckon with. That the Bangladesh Army, many of
whom grew up on the stories of their predecessors
fighting as “muktijoddhas” in the 1971 war against
Pakistan, aren’t going to give up their influence so easily.

Question is, what now? Will Yunus call elections soon and

will the BNP come to power, and with it the son of
Khaleda Zia, Tarique Rahman, who has lived in London
these last several years since his mother lost the 2006
polls? Perhaps that is the future, perhaps because
Hasina’s Awami League is so decimated.

Certainly, the predominant motif in Bangladesh today is a

muddied sense of the present and all sides, including
Yunus, would do well to remember that. Those with long
memories will google back to an item in the London
Guardian from March 2007, confirming that the
Bangladesh army picked up Tarique in a midnight
swoop. That’s a long time ago but Tarique certainly
remembers that night and so do a few more in Dhaka.It’s
a good thing that Modi met Yunus in Bangkok. If the
Pakistanis want to rewrite 1971, with or without a little
help from their erstwhile friends in America, the good
economist should certainly be made aware. The same
Bay of Bengal laps both our shores. The sky’s the limit to
our friendship, especially if you together watch the sun
go down on the white, sandy beaches of Cox’s Bazaar.
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Waqf Bill: Principles or
property play

New Delhi. Ignoring criticism, the BJP-led
government has worked it through the grinder, and
passed the Waqf Amendment Bill in both houses of
Parliament. The Muslim community, already on the
back-foot, considers it another body blow to its
quickly diminishing minority rights.

The history of this piece of legislation reflects how far
it has divided the nation. It was first introduced in
August last, but because of persistent demands by the
Opposition, it was sent for consideration to a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC). The JPC submitted
its report on February 13, 2025, and received a fast
track Union Cabinet’s approval six days later.

Opposition MPs on the panel have said their proposed
amendments were given short shrift, and even their
dissenting notes had been redacted from the report.
After a long debate in both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha, running into the wee hours, the bill has
been passed. The fact the voting was 288-232 in the
lower house, and 128-95 in the Upper House, shows
it was close and the BJP had to lean on allies to see it
through.

Government control

Wagf refers to personal property, both moveable or
immovable, that has been donated through the ages
for religious or charitable purposes; and once a
property is declared to be ‘waqf’, it is transferred to
God or Allah and cannot be alienated or sold.These
properties may have been bestowed to God; but in
the temporal world they are of humungous value and
controversy. In India, waqf properties are spread
across nearly a million acres, or about 4,046 square
kilometers, nearly twice the size of Mauritius, and
are conservatively valued at Rs 1.12 lakh crore. They
are administered by 32 government-established
wagqfboards covering the states and union territories,
and headed by the Central Wakf Council (CWC) that
advises the Union government.

he current amendment assails the Waqf Act of 1995, an
evolution from Central Waqf Act of 1954. The 1995
Actwas amended in 2013, to strengthen protection of
waqf properties, but the BJP government says this is
not enough.

A 3rd April press release from the ministry of minority
affairs lists 10 ills the amended act seeks to rectify.
These include lack of transparency in Waqf property
management, incomplete surveys and mutation of
land records, insufficient scope for women’s
inheritance rights, and provisions that create
prolonged litigation and encourage encroachment.

EPF: What retirement
corpus can you expect with
an initial basic pay of Rs
25k

Kolkata. Employees’ Provident Fund, or EPF, is
probably the earliest of social security schemes that
were designed for employees of a newly-
Independent India. It was inaugurated in 1952
through an Act of the Parliament and since then has
provided some sort of financial security to
generations of employees. The EPFO (Employees
Provident Fund Organisation) not only maintains
EPF which pays a lump sum amount to an employee
at retirement but also maintains a fund for pension
to workers and/or their families (after their demise).

The contributions to EPF are taken both from the
employee and from the employer. A sum of money,
which is 12% of the basic salary of an employee is
taken in the EPF account every month. Another
3.67% is contributed by the employer which also
goes into the EPF account — the rest 8.33% (12 —
8.33 =3.67) goes into the pension (EPS). Let’s see
what is the amount of the lump sum payment that an
employee will get if he/she works till the age of 58
with an initial salary of Rs 25,000.The EPF
calculator

EPF calculators help an individual to calculate how
much money is accumulated in the EPF account
when an employee is about to retire. Let’s assume
an individual begins working at the age of 25 years.
The initial basic salary of the employee is Rs 25,000
per month. Let’s also make a few other assumptions
which are required to make the calculation with
EPF calculator. These assumptions are:

Delhivery to acquire Ecom
Expressin Rs 1,407 crore
deal

MUMBAI.Delhivery is acquiring rival Ecom Express
in an all-cash deal for 1,407 crore, the company said
in a stock exchange filing on Saturday. The
transaction, which marks consolidation in the new-
age logistics space, comes amid mounting troubles
for Ecom Express, which stalled its public listing
plans and laid off at least a few hundred employees
earlier this year.

Delhivery will acquire shares equivalent to at least
99.4% of the issued and paid up share capital of
Ecom Express on a fully diluted basis. This is a
distress sale for Ecom Express, which was last valued
atover $800 million. "The biggest challenge for them

'‘Black Monday': US expert warns Trump tariffs
could trigger worst crash since 1987

e

Trump's tariffs spark global

market recession fears
Strong US jobs data may
prevent recession, claims
Jim Cramer

Cramer's past predictions
have been unreliable

Industrial Average, which plunged 22.6
per cent.

While hosting his show Mad Money on
C

NBC on Saturday, Cramer warned that
markets might face a bloodbath similar
to 1987 - when the Dow Jones suffered
its biggest single-day crash to date.He
claimed that if the US President didn't
"reach out" to nations which have not
imposed retaliatory tariffs and reward
them for their compliance, the situation
could worsen.If the president doesn't try
to reach out and reward these countries
and companies that play by the rules,
then the 1987 scenario... the one where
we went down three days and then down
22% on Monday, has the most

worst weekly performance since Covid-
19 outbreak in 2020.Other US indices like
Dow Jones and Nasdaq plunged 5.5 per
cent and 5.8 per cent each. While Dow
Jones shed 1,679 points on Thursday, it
dropped 2,231 points on Friday. Again,

However, Cramer pointed out that strong
job data is what is stopping the US from
slipping into recession. "It makes it less
likely a crash will necessarily lead to a
recession," he said.

“I will contain my anger, but only because I
lived through ‘87 and in the
end, I came out okay. I was
in cash for the crash. I know
what this feels like,” he
added.

In the past, Cramer has made
several predictions at key
junctures in the global
economy - from the dot-
com bubble in 2000 to the
global recession in 2007.

New Delhi. Commerce and Industry

New Delhi.

. ] cogency,” Cramer said.
“ ill not h t it too 1 t
New Delhi. After Donald Trump's trade k?l?w?v\lVe%gill lil‘igwoit‘%;l M(c))(r)ld:;/l § hg

tariffs rattled nations worldwide this
week, American TV personality and
market commentator Jim Cramer warned
that Monday could witness the worst
single-day drop since 1987’s "Black

when markets worldwide
led by the US Dow Jones

Monday,"
crashed,

added.As the US President announced a
10 per cent "baseline" tariff on imports
from all nations, US market indices went
into a freefall on Thursday and Friday.
Reacting to China imposing counter-
tariffs on the US, S&P 500 plunged 6 per
cent, thus, ending the week in red - the

Piyush Goyal unnounces heIpIme for startups

days after 'dukandari’ |

Days after questioning the
innovation of Indian startups
overtly focussing on food delivery
and betting and fantasy sports
apps, Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal announced
a helpline for startups if they
wanted to make suggestions or

file complaints.

Minister Piyush Goyal on Saturday

announced a helpline desk for Indian
startups in case they face any issues or
want to make suggestions or address
grievances to the
government.Speaking at the Startup
Maha Kumbh event in Delhi, Goyal
stressed that the helpline would be
open to any startup across the country
to make any suggestions or file a
complaint."l am going to start a
helpline desk under the 'Startup India'

initiative. If any officer troubles you or
if you want to make any suggestion
regarding any changes in laws or flag a
product or technology that may not fall
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under India's legal ambit, you can
reach out to that helpline," he said.The
minister stressed that startups can
access the helpline if they find anyone
indulging in corruption or if anyone
asks for bribes."If you believe you
haven't done anything wrong and
worked within the ambit of the law,
you can complain through the
headline," he said.Interestingly,
Goyal's announcement came days after
he took a jibe at Indian startups for

VEJALPUR

ibe at them

overly focussing on food delivery and
betting and fantasy sports apps. He
compared the situation with the
startups in China working on EV,
battery tech, semiconductors and
Al Speaking at the Startup Maha
Kumbh on Thursday, Goyal
questioned whether the country
was content with low-paying gig
jobs rather than striving for
technological progress. "Do we
have to make ice cream or chips?
Dukaandari hi karna hai (Do we
want to just sell things)," he
asked.Goyal's remarks drew flak
from several industry
leaders.Calling for a fous on
innovation beyond e-commerce,
Goyal pointed out that there were only
a limited number of deep-tech startups
in India. "Only 1,000 startups in India's
deep-tech space is a disturbing
situation," he said.

According to government data, India is
the third-largest startup hub, with over
100 unicorns. Around 1.57 lakh
startups are recognised by the
government.

India’s Business Correspondence Sector To
Cross Rs 147 Billion By FY2025: Report

India's Business
Correspondent (BC) sector will cross
Rs 147 billion by financial year 2025
(FY25), charting an impressive 19 per
cent compound annual growth rate
(CAGR), said a report by BLS E-
Services. As per the report by digital
service provider, growth is being
driven by the expansion of the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY),
deeper penetration of Basic Savings
Bank Deposit Accounts (BSBDAS),
and the increasing popularity of Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes that
channel subsidies and welfare funds
directly to beneficiaries.New Delhi:
India's Business Correspondent (BC)
sector will cross Rs 147 billion by
financial year 2025 (FY25), charting
an impressive 19 per cent compound
annual growth rate (CAGR), said a
report by BLS E-Services. As per the
report by digital service provider,
growth is being driven by the
expansion of the Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), deeper

penetration of Basic Savings Bank
Deposit Accounts (BSBDAs), and the
increasing popularity of Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) schemes that channel
subsidies and welfare funds directly to
beneficiaries.According to the report,
the industry grew from Rs 47 billion in
FY2018 to Rs 102 billion in the
financial year 2023 (FY23). The report
added that as rural households adopt
formal financial services, transaction
volumes have spiked, particularly in
areas where physical bank branches
remain scarce.

With over 1.35 million BC agents

operating across India as per PMIDY
report, these banking intermediaries
are enabling millions of people--
especially in rural regions--to access
financial services. From cash deposits,
withdrawals, and remittances to bill
payments, Aadhaar-enabled services,
and microfinance lending, BCs have
become an essential bridge between
formal banking institutions and the
underserved population,” said Shikhar

Aggarwal, Chairman, BLS E-
Services.The report further added that
the rise in BSBDAs under PMJDY has
also contributed significantly to the
sector's momentum. As per the report,
the number is expected to exceed 550
million by FY2025 from 380 million
accounts in 2020. Most of these
accounts are held by rural customers,
and the majority of transactions--such
as benefit disbursals under DBT, cash
withdrawals, and remittances--are
executed through BCs using Aadhaar
authentication.

According to Lokanath Panda, COO,

BLS E-Services, "The Business
Correspondent (BC) industry is
projected to grow at a 19 per cent
CAGR from FY22 to FY25P,
expanding from Rs 102.9 billion to Rs
147.4 billion. Key growth drivers
include the expanding rural outreach
of BCs, rising BSBDA accounts and
deposits, increased transaction
volumes, and the growing adoption of
government DBT schemes".

the worst two-day slide since March,
2020.The bloodbath was not only limited
to US markets but was reflected all across
Europe and Asia, including India.

However, Cramer's
predictions in the past have
gone awry. During the

. 2007-08 economic crisis,
& Cramer faced heat for
recommending investing in

Bear Stearns, Merrill Lynch, Morgan

Stanley, Wachovia, and Lehman Brothers

before their stocks crashed and they shut

shop.

Market Qutlook: RBI MPC,
CPI, Tariffs And Global

Economic Data Key Triggers

For Next Week

Mumbai. The equity market outlook for the next
week will be guided by several domestic and
international factors, such as RBI MPC, India's
CPI (March), industrial production data, any
update on US reciprocal tariff and other global
economic data. On the domestic level, the RBI
Monetary Policy Committee (RBI MPC) decision
announcement is scheduled for release on April 9,
which will provide key insights into the Reserve
Bank’s policy stance and India’s economic
outlook. Further, India’s CPI (March) data and
Industrial Production and Manufacturing
Production data will be released on April 11.0n the
global level, the minutes of the US Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC) meeting, US CPI data
and UK GDP data are scheduled for release in the
next week. Indian benchmark indices ended the
week sharply lower, snapping a two-week winning
streak, as escalating global trade tensions rattled
investor sentiment. The Sensex was down 2.65 per
centat 75,364.69, and the Nifty was down 2.61 per
cent at 22,904.45.0n the sectoral front, heavy

selling was witnessed in IT and Metal stocks,
which emerged as the worst performers, plunging
9.15 per cent and 7.46 per cent, respectively.
FMCG was the only sector to post gains, rising a
modest 0.45 per cent, indicating defensive buying
amid market volatility. The sell-off was primarily
triggered by US President Donald Trump’s
decision to impose steep reciprocal tariffs on key
trading partners, including a 27 per cent levy on
select Indian goods.Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) turned aggressive sellers, pulling out
approximately Rs 13,730 crore from the cash
segment, while Domestic Institutional Investors
(DIIs) provided some support with net inflows of
around Rs 5,632 crore.Puneet Singhania, Director
at Master Trust Group, said, "Nifty 50 has slipped
to a two-week low, weighed down by rising fears
of a global trade war and recession, which have
created a wave of negative sentiment.""Key
support levels to watch are 22,300 and 22,000. On
the upside, 22,800 now acts as a strong resistance.

How China-US trade war unfolded: A

timeline

China is responding
forcefully to Trump's latest

of tariffs omd countermoves

tariffs already declared in February and
March, citing allegations of Beijing’s
role in the fentanyl crisis. China’s latest
retaliatory moves include more export

Trump launches an investigation into
alleged Chinese theft of U.S. intellectual
property, which the U.S. estimated was
costing it up to $600 billion a year.

arose from the change in Meesho's business
structure, which moved to its in-house logistics
service Valmo. Ecom Express got about 40%-50% of
its business from Meesho. The market is such that it's
very difficult to replace even 10% of

The acquisition, Delhivery said, will add to the
company's scale, strengthening its value proposition
to clients. "Logistics is a scale-driven business where
economies of scale lead to higher efficiencies,
enabling players to provide higher quality services at
more competitive prices," the firm said.Post the
acquisition, which is expected to close in six months,
most of the investors of Ecom Express will exit the
firm. Warburg Pincus, British International
Investment and Partners Group collectively hold
over 80% shareholding in the company. Ecom
Express, which had filed for a 2,600 crore IPO in Aug
2024, was last valued at about $878 million, data
from market research firm Tracxn showed."The
Indian economy requires continuous improvements
in cost efficiency, speed and reach of logistics. We
believe this acquisition will enable us to service
customers of both companies better through
continued bold investments in infrastructure,
technology, network and people," said Sahil Barua,
MD & CEO at Delhivery, in a statement.

controls on rare earth minerals, critical

for various technologies, and a lawsuit at

the World Trade Organization.Beijing
also suspended imports of sorghum,
poultry and bonemeal from a number of

US companies, and added over two dozen

others to a list of trade-restricted

companies while launching an anti-
monopoly investigation into DuPont

China Group Co., a subsidiary of the

multinational chemical giant.

TAIPEI. China is retaliating in a The rapid-fire shots of tariffs and import
determined and at times highly detailed  curbs hearken back to Trump’s first term
manner to US President Donald Trump’s  in office when the US and China engaged
new tariffs, led by aretaliatory 34%taxon  in atrade war that spanned most of his first
all US imports next week.The strong  four years in office that continued to a
response shows a degree of preparation  certain extent under his successor, Joe
that leaves Chinese exportsinatoughspot  Biden. China responded at the time with
but exacts pain from US exporters that  15% duties on coal and liquefied natural
could be used as leverage in any future  gas products, and a 10% tariff on crude
negotiations.The Chinese tariffs, oil, agricultural machinery and large-
announced Friday and taking effect engine carsimported from the US.
Thursday, match the rate of the ones Reijing also launched last month an anti-
Trump imposed this week on Chinese monopoly investigation into Google and
products flowing into the United States,  added PVH, the owner of US fashion
coming on top of two rounds of 10%  prands Tommy Hilfiger and Calvin Klein,

January 2018
The US announces 30% tariffs on imported
solar panels, which come mostly from
China.\April 2018
Beijing hits back with tariffs on U.S.
imports worth about $3 billion, including
15% duties on products including fruits,
nuts, wine and steel pipes, and a 25% tax
on pork, recycled aluminum and six other
types of goods.

A day later, the US ups the ante by slapping
a 25% tax on Chinese goods from the
aerospace, machinery and medical
industries worth about $50 billion. China
retaliates with 25% duties on aircraft,
automobiles, soybeans and chemicals
among other imports, worth about another
$50billion.

June-August2018

The two countries impose at least three
more rounds of tit-for-tat tariffs affecting
more than $250 billion worth of Chinese
goods and more than $110 billion worth of
U.S. imports to China. These include 10%
tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese goods
that take effect in September 2018 and .

tariffs with a 34% tax on US
imports, rare earth export
curbs, company hans, and
WTO action, raising fears of
another full-blown trade war.

to its “unreliable entity” list. China also
restricted the exports of five rare metals
used as key components in the defense
and clean energy industries among others.

As the new frictions threaten to escalate into
atrade war, here are some key moments in
the countries’ years-long trade spat:

March 2017

Shortly after becoming U.S. president for
the first time, Trump, determined to
reduce trade deficits with other countries,
signs an executive order calling for tighter
tariff enforcement in anti-dumping cases.

April 2017

During a visit to Beijing, Trump and
Chinese President Xi Jinping agree to a
100-day plan for trade talks meant to
reduce the U.S. trade deficit with China.
The trade talks fail by July.

August 2017
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PWD conducts trials on tech to

repalr potholes in 20 minutes in Delh

NEW

wOfflcmls said
the technology

could repair

potholes and
open them to
traffic within

just 15 to 20

DELHI. The Public Works
Department (PWD) on Saturday
conducted a live trial of the steel slag-
based instant pothole repair technology
*ECOFIX" on Delhi Secretariat Road
developed by the Central Road Research
Institute. Officials said the technology
could repair potholes and open them to
traffic within just 15 to 20 minutes,
minimising disruption for
commutersThe ECOFIX is a ready-to- |
use pothole repair mix, developed by
CSIR — Central Road Research Institute f
(CRRI) in collaboration with Ramuka
Global Services, a DPIIT-recognized

minutes,
minimising
disruption for

commuters
—_—

Delhi: Culvert bridge work
inaugurated in Kasturba
Nagar

NEW DELHI. The Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) will soon have advanced full-body scanners to
enhance security while maintaining accuracy.Delhi
International Airport Limited (DIAL), operator of the
IGIA announced on Friday that the trials for the
scanners will begin from next month following the
latest guidelines from the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS).The airport operator said that four
state-of-the-art scanners have been procured for the
trials. Two of them will be installed at Terminal 1 (T1).
while the other two will be placed at Terminal 3 (T3).

It further said that the IT interface of these machines is
currently being finalised. After the completion of the
three- to four-month long trial, a BCAS-led committee
will go through the findings and establish a Standard
Operating Procedure (SoP) for full-scale
implementation. The scanners will be using millimeter-
wave technology operating between 70 to 80 GHz.
DIAL said that unlike conventional X-ray scanners,
they do not emit radiation, making them safe for all
travellers, including pregnant women and individuals
with medical implants.“These advanced scanners
detect both metallic and non-metallic threats, including
explosives, significantly improving upon traditional
metal detectors. The technology, already in use at major
international airports in the US, Canada, and Australia,
enables rapid screening, with each scan taking just three
seconds and a maximum throughput of 1,200 scans per
hour,” the DIAL said. The airport operator further said
that the scanners ensure no personal images are stored,
while generating a standardized 2D image on a preset
human avatar. These can scan in individuals between
3.3 feetto 6.7 feetin height.

DIAL CEO Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said, “Delhi Airport
remains committed to deploying the latest technology
to enhance %ecurity while ensuring a seamless
passenger expenence The mlmducuon of these body
scanners is a game- chan;:er in security screening,
allowing for faster checks.”

Woman, 20, collapses and
dies while giving farewell
speech in college

NEW DELHI. A 20-year-old woman collapsed and
died while delivering a speech during a farewell
ceremony at her college in Maharashtra’s Dharashiv
district. The college student, Varsha Kharrat, was
delivering a speech happily at R G Shinde College in
Paranda when the incident happened.The whole
incident was captured on camera and has since gone
viral on social media, The video circulating online
shows Varsha laughing and addressing the gathering
moments before she loses consciousness and
collapses.

i

Varsha was rushed to the government hospital in
Paranda after she fainted mid-speech. However,
doctors declared her brought dead. According to
preliminary information, Varsha had undergone heart
surgery when she was 8-years-old, but had shown no
health issues in the past twelve years and was not on
any medication. There is speculation that she suffered
a sudden heart attack during her speech, which led to
brain death and ultimately, her death.

The college administration expressed deep sorrow and
declared a day’s off to mourn Varsha’s death.

E——

startup.During the live demonstration, both
waterlogged and dry potholes were
successfully repaired without any need for
dewatering. One of the most notable
advantages of this technology is that the
repaired surface can be opened to traffic
within just 15 to 20 minutes, minimizing
disruption for commuters, a statement issued
by the department said. CRRI, who invented
the ECOFIX technology, informed that the

makes

mix is made using metallurgical waste from
the steel industry — specifically steel slag. The
use of processed industrial waste not only
the solution
andsdurable,
environmental sustainability by reducing
reliance on natural aggregates.

PWD Minister Parvesh Verma said the
technology will greatly help the department
in carrying out timely and durable repairs
ahead of the monsoon season“Providing

age
cost-effective “This

but also promotes

by-
dev

this

Delhi citizens with better, safer, and
pothole-free roads is our top priority. The
successful trial of the ECOFIX
technology will greatly help us carry out
timely and durable repairs ahead of the
monsoon season. This isn’t just about
fixing potholes — it’s about reinforcing
public trust. Delhi is rapidly moving
toward smart and sustainable
infrastructure,” he said.

He also said that the implementing agency

has committed to a 2.5-year warranty for
maintenance and performance. “For the
next two and a half years, any
maintenance required for the repaired

patches will be handled by the implementing

ney itself,” Verma added.
green initiative is also a step toward

realising the vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for *Waste to Wealth’, by
effectively utilising steel slag— an industrial

product—in urban infrastructure
clopment,” Verma added. The Delhi

Government and PWD are now evaluating

technology for wider implementation.

24-year-old woman dead after falling
off roller coaster in southwest Delhi

NEW DELHI. A 24-year-old woman Police visited the hospital and collected Police recorded Nikhil’s statement where

died after she allegedly fell off a roller
coaster ride at an
amusement park in
southwest Delhi’s
Kapashera area, police
said on Saturday.The
incident took place on
Thursday evening. The
deceased, identified as
Priyanka, fell off from a
ride at the park. She was
rushed to a hospital by her
friend where she was
declared dead.

A case has been
registered.According to
police, Kapashera police
station received a medico-legal case
(MLC) about the incident where it was
found that a woman fell from a swing at
a park. She was taken to a hospital by
her friend Nikhil where she was
declared dead.

the MLC. There were visible injuries

on the deceased’s body, including an
ENT bleed, a lacerated wound on the
right leg, puncture wound on the left
leg, and multiple abrasions on the right
forearm and left knee, a senior police
officer said.

he mentioned that he, along with
Priyanka, came to the park
and took a roller coaster ride
around 6.15 pm. When the
ride started, Priyanka
allegedly fell from it and
sustained injuries, the
officer said.

The post-mortem of the
deceased was conducted
and the body has been
handed over to the family
members, they said.
Thereafter, a case under
sections 289 (negligent
conduct with respect to
machinery), and 106

(causing death by negligence) of the

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) was

registered at Kapashera police station,

police said, adding that the
investigation is underway to ascertain
the exact sequence of event,

Rashtriya Janata Dal MPs To
Challenge Wagf Bill In Supreme Court

New Delhi. The Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) is set to challenge the
Wagf Amendment Bill in the
Supreme Court, with Rajya Sabha
MP Manoj Jha and party leader
Fayaz Ahmed filing a petition on

behalf of the party. They will A

approach the top court tomorrow,
Monday, to contest the bill's §
provisions, which they argue
could have significant implications
for the management of Wagqf
properties.

After two days of heated debate in both
houses of Parliament, the Waqf
Amendment Bill 2025 was passed
this week. The Rajya Sabha passed
the Bill on Friday with 128 votes in
favour and 95 against, while the Lok
Sabha cleared the bill after a lengthy
debate, with 288 members voting in
favourand 232 opposing it.

The Bill has sparked controversy across
political circles,

opposition parties opposing it.

Earlier, Congress also initiated its legal
battle against the bill in the Supreme
Court, expressing concerns over its
potential impact on the management
and oversight of Wagf properties in
India.Congress MP Mohammad
Jawed, on April 4, approached the
Supreme Court challenging the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, saying it
was discriminatory towards the
Muslim community and violates their
fundamental rights.

with several The plea said the bill discriminates

against the Muslim community by
imposing restrictions that are not
present in the governance of other
religious endowments.Mr Javed
was also a member of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee on the
Wagf(Amendment) Bill, 2024.

The petition filed through advocate

Anas Tanwir has contended that the
bill violates Article 14 (right to
equality), 25 (freedom to practice
religion), 26 (freedom to manage
religious affairs), 29 (minority rights)
and 300A (right to property) of the
Constitution"The bill imposes
arbitrary restrictions on Wagqf
properties and their management,
thereby undermining the religious
autonomy of the Muslim
community," itadded.

According to the plea, the bill
introduces restrictions on the creation
of Wagfbased on the duration of one's
religious practice.

Muslim Body To Lead
Nationwide Protest Against

o Waqf Act Until Law Repealed

l New Delhi. The AIMPLB has said that it would

lead a nationwide movement against the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, in coordination with all
religious, community-based and social
organisations, and that the campaign would
continue until the legislation was fully
repealed.Slamming National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) constituents such as the
ID(U), TDP and the LJP (Ramvilas) that
backed the Waqf bill in Parliament, the All
India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB)
said the support extended by certain parties to
the BJP's communal agenda had fully exposed
their so-called secular facade.

In a statement. the AIMPLB emphasised it
would lead a nationwide movement against
these amendments in coordination with all
religious, community-based and social
organisations and that the campaign would
continue until the amendments were fully
repealed.The board reassured the Muslim
community of India that there was no need for
despair or disappointment.

The leadership will not shy away from any
sacrifice in this cause and, along with all
justice-secking forces in the country, will
initiate a strong movement within the
constitutional framework against these
"oppressive amendments", the AIMPLB said.

These sentiments and views were expressed on
Saturday in a meeting of the board's officials
and special invitees, it said in the
statement.Late on Saturday, President
Droupadi Murmu gave her assent to the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, passed by
Parliament earlier this week.

L-G VK Saxena launches
smart police booth at 1GI

Airport Terminal 3

NEW DELHI. Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena on
Saturday inaugurated a smart police booth at IGI
Airport Terminal-3, offering real-time
information, e-FIR filing, and 24/7 assistance to
passengers.The booth, established by the Delhi
Police in collaboration with the GMR Group, is a
major initiative aimed at improving passenger
safety, enhancing security measures, and

providing efficient, citizen-centric services at one
of the busiest airports in the country, a statement
said.

This initiative aligns with the vision of PM
Narendra Modi’s Digital India and SMART
Polluru, programs, rcprcscnluu__, the adoption of

innovative, technology-driven solutions in
policing to provide enhanced safety and
convenience for citizens. The smart police booth
is a step forward in strengthening the public-
police interface, ensuring quick response and
round-the-clock accessibility to police assistance,
itadded.

The L-G emphasised the importance of such

initiatives in creating a safer and more secure
environment for travellers, highlighting how
technology-driven solutions can transform
policing to meet the modern-day demands of
public safety and convenience. The program also
included a short film showcasing the features,
objectives, and operations of the smart police
booth.The smart police booth is a state-of-the-art
facility designed to enhance the travel experience
by integrating advanced technological features. It
offers real-time information, including flight
arrivals and departures, security alerts,
emergency contact details, and travel
guidelines—accessible through an intuitive
digital board and interactive panels.

Karnataka High Court bats for Uniform Civil
Code: Will give justice to all women

Justice Hanchate Sanjeevkumar,

New Delhi. The Karnataka High Court has
urged the Parliament and State
Legislatures to take all necessary steps
toward enacting a Uniform Civil Code
(UCC), stating that such legislation is
vital for achieving the constitutional
ideals of equality, justice, and
secularism. The court emphasised that
personal laws based on religion often
result in unequal treatment of citizens-
particularly women-despite their equal
status under the Indian Constitution,

in a

recent ruling on a family property

dispute, made a strong case for UCC,
observing that its enactment would
address long-standing inequities across
religious personal laws. "The enactment
of legislation on Uniform Civil Code as
enshrined under Article 44 of the

Constitution of India will achieve the

object and aspirations enshrined in the

Preamble of the Constittion," the court

stated.The court further observed that

the lack of a uniform civil framework
has led to unequal treatment of women
from different faiths, even though all
citizens are equal before the law.

"A'woman' in Hindu law has a birthright
equal to that of a son. When under
Hindu law, a daughter is given equal
status and rights in all respects,
enjoying rights as that of a son, the same
is not so under Mahomedan law,"
Justice Sanjeevkumar wrote in his
judgment.He added, "The court is of the
opinion that our country needs a
Uniform Civil Code in respect of their
personal laws and religion. Only then the
object of Article 14 of the Constitution
will be achieved."

The judge also referred to the Constituent
Assembly debates, pointing out that the
UCC has been a contentious subject
since the drafting of the Constitution."Dr
BR Ambedkar, in his most illustrious
speech, argued in favour of the Uniform
Civil Code." the order noted, backing
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Ambedkar's vision for a truly secular and
egalitarian India,

These remarks were made during the
court's adjudication of a property dispute
among the heirs of Abdul Basheer Khan,
who died intestate. His children-
including Shahnaz Begum, now
deceased - became embroiled in a legal
battle over the division of his assets.
Shahnaz's husband, Sirajuddin Macci,
pursued her claim in court after her
passing, alleging she had been
wrongfully denied her share.

In 2019, a Bengaluru trial court had ruled

that three properties belonged to the
joint family estate and granted
Shahnaz's legal representative a 1/5th
share. Her siblings - Samiulla Khan,
Noorulla Khan, and Rahath Jan -
appealed the ruling, while Sirajuddin
filed a cross-objection seeking
inclusion of more properties.

_ The High Court upheld the trial court's

findings on the joint family status of the
three properties but dismissed the
cross-objection, stating there was
insufficient evidence to support
Sirajuddin's claim over the additional
properties.Nevertheless, it was during
this case that the High Court used the
opportunity to stress the broader legal
and constitutional implications of
unequal personal laws. Justice
Sanjeevkumar reiterated that enacting a
UCC would not only ensure gender
equality but also strengthen the
democratic and secular fabric of the
nation.
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Columbia University
Deploys Patrol Officers With
Arrest Powers Amid Protests

New York.The 36 new special patrol officers
announced last month by Columbia University were
appointed by the New York Police Department and
will be subject to the orders of the police
commissioner, a Columbia spokesperson confirmed
this week. Columbia's leaders applied to the city's
police commissioner for peace officers last year after
they had twice called in NYPD to arrest pro-
Palestinian student protesters who had set up an
unauthorized tent encampment on a campus lawn
last spring and barricaded themselves inside an
academic building.Columbia spokesperson
Samantha Slater said the new officers had gone
through the NYPD's application process under New
York state's Peace Officers law, which allows
individuals and corporations to apply to the NYPD
commissioner to appoint their employees as special
patrol officers. If approved, the appointed officers
acquire the same powers of arrest and to use physical
force as police officers."These laws give Columbia
the authority to have Special Patrol officers, with the
police commissioner's appointment,” Slater wrote in
an email in response to Reuters' queries. "Columbia
has individuals that meet the other requirements in
the law such as a lengthy training program and have
gone through the NYPD's application process."She
said the special patrol officers were authorized under
the New York City administrative code that states
they will "be subject to the orders of the
commissioner and shall obey the rules and
regulations of the department and conform to its
general discipline."

2 British MPs detained over
'anti-Israel activities', UK
says unacceptable

Tel Aviv.Israel has detained two British Members of
Parliament and refused entry to the officials who were
visiting as part of a parliamentary delegation, British
Foreign Minister David Lammy said in a statement
late on Saturday.Sky News, citing a statement from
the Israeli immigration ministry, says that the
detained parliamentarians are Labour MPs Yuan
Yang and Abtisam Mohamed, who were rejected
because they were suspected of plans to "document
the activities of security forces and spread anti-Israel
hatred".Yang represents the Earley and Woodley
constituency, while Mohamed is the MP for Sheffield
Central. Both had flown to Israel from Luton on
Saturday, Sky News said."l have made clear to my
counterparts in the Israeli government that this is no
way to treat British Parliamentarians, and we have
been in contact with both MPs tonight to offer our
support,”" Lammy said."The UK government's focus
remains securing a return to the ceasefire and
negotiations to stop the bloodshed, free the hostages
and end the conflict in Gaza," he further added.

Canadian Parliament on
lockdown after man
barricades himself inside

Ottawa. The Canadian Parliament's security force
locked down Parliament on Saturday after a man
barricaded himself'in the East Block section, Ottawa
police said.

The Parliamentary Protective Service issued a warning
on Saturday afternoon for anyone in East Block,
which houses parliamentary offices, to seek shelter
in the nearest room, close and lock all doors, and hide.

Anyone who was not in the immediate area was
warned to stay away until further notice.A social

media post from Ottawa Police said a "barricaded
man is in the area of East Block" and urged people to
avoid the area, noting there were no reports of
injuries.There was a heavy police presence in the
area and a significant stretch of Wellington Street,
which runs in front of Parliament Hill, was cordoned
off.

Alabama school employee
arrested for sex with teen
student

UPDATED. Local news outlets have reported that a
married Alabama woman who worked as a lunch lady
has confessed to engaging in sexual encounters with a
teenage student at her home on two occasions.

Court documents reviewed by WAAY TV identify the
woman as Amy Nicole Wigginton, a 41-year-old
employee of Lauderdale County Schools, who
admitted to the incidents with a male student under
the age of 19 on March 7th and March 3 1st.

The Daily Mail reports that Amy Nicole Wigginton, a
married woman with children, allegedly brought the
young male student to her family home in Rogersville
for the sexual encounters. Authorities have not
disclosed the student's name or age. Despite
confessing to the sexual activity and waiving her
rights, according to court documents, Wigginton has
not been charged with having sex with a minor.She
faces two counts of a school employee engaging in a
sex act, the court docs indicated. The age of consent in
Alabama is 16 years old.According to the documents,
she waived her rights and confessed to having sexual
intercourse with the student on two separate
occasions.
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US revokes visas for South Sudanese over
failure to accept repatriated citizens

US revokes visas for South Sudanese
over repatriation issue

Trump administration enforces strict
immigration policies

South Sudan urged to cooperate with
US on citizen returns

UPDATED . The US said on Saturday it
would revoke all visas held by South
Sudanese passport holders over South
Sudan's failure to accept the return of its
repatriated citizens, at a time when many in
Africa fear that country could return to civil
war.US President Donald Trump's
administration has taken aggressive
measures to ramp up immigration
enforcement, including the repatriation of
people deemed to be in the US illegally. The

administration has warned that countries
that do not swiftly take back their citizens
will face consequences, including visa
sanctions or tariffs.South Sudan had failed
to respect the principle that every country
must accept the return of its citizens in a
timely manner when another country,

—

including the US, seeks to remove them,
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio saidin a
statement."Effective immediately, the
United States Department of State is taking
actions to revoke all visas held by South
Sudanese passport holders and prevent
further issuance to prevent entry into the

United States by South Sudanese passport
holders," Rubio said.

"We will be prepared to review these actions

when South Sudan is in full cooperation,"
Rubio said.It is time for South Sudan's
transitional government to "stop taking
advantage of the United States," he
said.South Sudan's embassy in Washington
did not respond immediately to a request
for comment.African Union mediators
arrived in South Sudan's capital Juba this
week for talks aimed at averting a new civil
war in the country after its First Vice
President Riek Machar was placed under
house arrest last week.South Sudan
President Salva Kiir's government has
accused Machar, a longtime rival who led
rebel forces during a 2013-18 war that
killed hundreds of thousands, of trying to
stir up a new rebellionMachar's detention
followed weeks of fighting in the northern
Upper Nile state between the military and
the White Army militia.

At least 16 dead as powerful storm
sweeps across US from Texas to Ohio

world. Another round of torrential rain
and flash flooding came Saturday for
parts of the South and Midwest already
heavily waterlogged by days of severe
storms that also spawned deadly
tornadoes. Forecasters warned that
rivers in some places would continue to
rise for days.

Day after day of heavy rains have
pounded the central US, rapidly
swelling waterways and prompting
a series of flash flood emergencies
in from Texas to Ohio. The National
Weather Service said dozens of
locations in multiple states were
expected to reach what the agency
calls "major flood stage", with
extensive flooding of structures,
roads, bridges and other critical

infrastructure possible.At least 16

weather-related deaths have been

reported since the start of the storms,

including 10 in Tennessee.A 57-year-
old man died Friday evening after
getting out of a car that washed off a
road in West Plains, Missouri.
Flooding killed two people in
Kentucky - a 9-year-old boy swept
away that same day on his way to
school, and a 74-year-old whose body
was found Saturday inside a fully
submerged vehicle in Nelson County,

authorities said.Also Saturday a 5-
year-old died at a home in Little Rock,
Arkansas, in a weather-related incident,
according to police. No details were
immediately provided.Tornadoes
earlier in the week destroyed entire
neighbourhoods and were responsible
for at least seven of the deaths.And

interstate commerce is affected - the
extreme flooding across a corridor that
includes the major cargo hubs in
Louisville, Kentucky, and Memphis
could lead to shipping and supply chain
delays, said Jonathan Porter, chief
meteorologist at AccuWeather.The
outburst comes at a time when nearly
half of NWS forecast offices have 20%
vacancy rates after Trump
administration job cuts - twice that of

justadecade ago.

Louisville Mayor Craig Greenberg said
Saturday that the Ohio River rose 5 feet
(about 1.5 meters) in 24 hours and
would continue to swll for days.

"We expect this to be one of the top 10
flooding events in Louisville history,"
he said FLASH FLOOD THREAT
LOOMS OVER MANY
STATES

Flash flood emergency and tornado
warnings continued to be issued
Saturday across Arkansas,
Mississippi, Tennessee and
Kentucky, with more heavy rains
and damaging winds in the mix.
All of eastern Kentucky was
under a flood watch through
Sunday morning. Hundreds of
Kentucky roads across the state
were impassable because of

floodwaters, downed trees or mud and

rock slides.Downtown Hopkinsville,

Kentucky, reopened in the morning

after floodwaters from the Little River |

receded, giving a much-needed
reprieve, but still more rainfall was on
its way, Mayor James R. Knight Jr.

said."We got a little rain, but most of it |

went north of us," Knight said. "Thank
goodness on that. Gave us a little
break."

Hands Off!" protests: Thousands unite across
US to oppose Trump and Musk's policies

Boston. Tens of thousands of protesters
took to the streets across the United
States on Saturday to express their
anger over President Donald Trump’s
administration and its contentious
policies.The "Hands Off!" protests, the
largest day of demonstrations in the
opposition movement so far, were
organised at over 1,200 locations
across all 50 states. The rallies were
supported by more than 150 groups,
including civil rights organisations,
labour unions, LGBTQ+ advocates,
veterans, and election activists.

All About'Hands Off!' Protests

The Hands Off! protests are a series of
demonstrations organised to express
dissatisfaction with the Trump
administration’s policies, particularly
federal layoffs, mass deportations, and
other controversial actions.Protesters
argue that Donald Trump and Elon
Musk are taking resources that don’t
belong to them, and they’re

challenging the world to stop them.
The key issues that are covered under
this movement include: the reduction
of government agencies, cuts to
healthcare programs, and restrictions
on transgender rights. The movement is
also strongly opposed to the treatment
of immigrants and mass
deportations.Hands Off Rallies Across
the US

From the National Mall in Washington
DC to the heart of Manhattan and
Boston Common, demonstrators on
Saturday voiced their discontent with
Trump’s and Elon Musk’s actions on a
wide range of issues including
reduction of government agencies, cuts
to healthcare programs, the treatment
of immigrants, and restrictions on
transgender rights.In Seattle,
protesters held up signs with phrases
like “Fight the oligarchy” while
expressing outrage over the
administration’s moves to fire federal
workers and limit protections for

vulnerable communities.Musk, who is
an adviser to Trump and heads the
newly created Department of
Government Efficiency, has been a
focal point for protestors, with critics
accusing him of prioritizing corporate
interests over the American
people.Kelley Robinson, president of
the Human Rights Campaign,
condemned the administration’s
treatment of the LGBTQ+ community,
speaking at the rally on the National
Mall.

She emphasised that the attacks were not
just political, but personal, targeting
families and communities.In Boston,
protesters rallied against cuts to Social
Security, holding signs that read
“Hands off our democracy” and
“Hands off our Social Security.”
Mayor Michelle Wu also voiced her
concerns, stating that she did not want
her children to grow up in a world
where government intimidation and
divisive tactics were the norm.

UK Prime Minister to declare

end of globalisation amid
Trump's trade war: Report

world.Following US President Donald Trump's

protectionist measures - such as tariffs and the 'America
First' policy - UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer is
scheduled to make an address on Monday, declaring
that the era of globalisation is over.The UK Prime
Minister is all set to announce that globalisation - which
began with the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 - has
caused disappointment to millions of voters as Trump's
unprecedented 10 per cent "baseline" tariffs slipped the
global markets into uncertainty, the Times
reported. According to a report by the Times, Starmer is
also expected to acknowledge that he understands his
US counterpart’s focus on economic nationalism.
Citing a senior UK official, the outlet reported that
while the Starmer administration does not agree with
Trump’s extreme measures, it admits that a new era has
begun - one in which many support the US President’s
approach.Globalisation doesn’t work for a lot of
working people. We don’t believe trade wars are the
answer. This is a chance to show that there’s a different
path,” Starmer said, as reported by the Times.

As Trump moves to remove trade barriers, Starmer,

according to The Times, has acknowledged that with
increased competition as a result, countries will look
inward to boost productivity and ramp up domestic
production through supply-side reforms.Aligning with
Starmer's outlook, HSBC chief Sir Mark Tucker echoed
a similar sentiment, saying that globalisation “may
have now run its course.” Addressing the bank’s global
investment summit in Hong Kong last month, Sir
Tucker predicted that amid rising global tensions and
Trump’s aggressive trade policies, the world is likely to
splitinto smaller regional blocs or clusters where strong
trade ties may emerge, The Financial Times reported.

Declaring a national emergency, Trump, on April 2,
announced "reciprocal” tariffs on countries which slap
a higher levy on US imports and a 10 per cent baseline
tariff.“To all of the foreign presidents, prime ministers,
kings, queens, ambassadors and everyone else who will
soon be calling to ask for exemptions from these tariffs,
I say, ‘Terminate your own tariffs, drop your barriers,"”
Trump said.“April 2, 2025, will forever be remembered
as the day American industry was reborn, the day
America’s destiny was reclaimed, and the day that we
began to make America wealthy again," Trump went on.

Even as the EU responded with retaliatory tariffs, the UK
adopted a "pragmatic approach" and got off lightly,
facing only a 10 per cent baseline tariff.

Maryland lawmakers pass bill to limit
liabilities from sexuval abuse claims

UPDATED. Maryland lawmakers passed a
measure Saturday to try to limit future
liabilities from claims of sexual abuse at
state and private institutions after
thousands of people unexpectedly came
forward with allegations of abuse, many of
them in youth detention centers, putting
potentially billions of dollars at stake for
the state.The wave of cases targeting the
state’s juvenile justice system resulted after
Maryland eliminated the statute of
limitations for child sexual abuse claims
two years ago with the Catholic Church
abuse scandal in mind.The measure, which
now goes to Gov. Wes Moore, reduces caps
on settlements from $890,000 to $400,000
for cases filed after May 31 for state
institutions and from $1.5 million to
$700,000 for private institutions. It also
changes the 2023 law to only allow each
claimant to receive one payment, instead of
being able to collect for each incident of
abuse.In California on Friday, Los Angeles
County officials announced they had
reached a $4 billion agreement to settle

nearly 7,000 claims of sexual abuse in
juvenile facilities since 1959.Other private
and public entities have been rocked by
allegations of wide-ranging abuse and
subsequent settlements.The agreement in
California, which still needs a county
board’s approval, far surpasses a $2.6
billion settlement reached in 2022 with
Boy Scouts of America, which recently
renamed itself Scouting America. That
settlement involved more than 80,000
men who said they were molested as
children by scouting leaders and
others.Maryland state Sen. Will Smith,
who chairs the Senate Judicial
Proceedings Committee, said it has been
estimated that Maryland is facing a
potential liability between $3 billion and $4
billion.Smith, a Democrat, noted that
lawmakers approved the 2023 Child
Victims Act in response “to a long fight to
have justice for victims of child sex abuse,
where our prior framework barred some of
those claims if you were above the age of
38.7“But what we could never have

anticipated was just the sheer volume of
cases that ensued,” Smith said.During
debate Saturday, lawmakers said about
1,500 cases already have been filed. In
addition, another 4,500 cases are known
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about, lawmakers said, and attorneys for
plaintiffs have been in settlement
discussions with Maryland Attorney
General Anthony Brown’s office.Sen.
Justin Ready, a Republican who is the
Senate minority whip, said the state
liability could potentially be even higher
than the estimate cited by Smith.“We just
spent all session wrestling with a $3 billion

deficit, which is a huge deficit, and we’ve
been fighting about that and debating it
discussing it Just one settlement from this
very well could end up being that entire
amount, and that is not the end of this,”
Ready said.Sen. Chris West said he doubted
the provision in the bill that would limit
someone to only sue for one individual
case, rather than for each incident of abuse,
would survive a court challenge, based on
prior rulings by the Maryland Supreme
Court.“If the Supreme Court follows the
guidance of prior Supreme Court decisions,
they will hold that our attempt to deny
people the right to file cases to recover for
multiple occurrences is unconstitutional,
because those rights for the past two years
have been vested,” West, a Republican,
said. “The people have had the right to file
those cases.”Smith told reporters on Friday
that he believed a settlement “is the optimal
solution here.”“We’re hoping that the
attorney general and the plaintiffs can get
together and work out a settlement,” Smith
said.
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IPL 2025: Mumbai
Indians tease Jasprit
Bumrah return ahead of

high-profile RCB clash

New Delhi Fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah has
joined the Mumbai Indians squad ahead of
the team's clash against Royal Challengers
Bengaluru. The franchise revealed the
development to its fans on Sunday, April 6, a
day ahead of the high-profile clash.Sources
have told Sports Today that Bumrah joined
the side on Saturday and has already gone
through match simulation on his return. The
pacer might feature against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in Mumbai in case
everything goes well on Sunday. The star fast
bowler has not featured in any game since
the final Test match of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, where he was forced to leave the
match midway due to a back injury. He
missed the white ball series against England
after that as well as the Champions Trophy
2025.

Bumrah's return will bring a huge reprieve to
Mumbai, who have been found wanting in
the Indian Premier League so far. In the
absence of their star pacer, Mumbai have lost
three of their first four games. Their only win
came at home against Kolkata Knight Riders

where Trent Boult, Deepak Chahar and
rookie Ashwani Kumar combined to putup a
fabulous performance.

Mumbai lost their last match in the IPL against
Lucknow Super Giants, away from home,
Hardik Pandya and Tilak Varma failed to
chase down 204-run total at the Ekana
Stadium in Lucknow. At the moment, MI
have returned home, where they will take on
RCB on Monday.

Stay updated on IPL 2025 with India Today!
Get match schedules, team squads, live
score, and the latest IPL points table for
CSK, MI, RCB, KKR, SRH, LSG, DC, GT,

SRH vs GT IPL 2025: Travishek duo won't tone
down aggression, says assistant coach

«SunRisers Hyderabad have
lost three of their first four
matches

«Iravis Head and Abhishek
Sharma haven't fired in unison

«SRH's batting, which fired last
season, has failed in their last

three games

—

New Delhi SunRisers Hyderabad assistant
coach Simon Helmot has underlined that the
big-hitting side will not deviate from their
aggressive approach despite a challenging
start to the IPL 2025 season. Helmot backed
Travis Head and Abhishek Sharma to persist
with their attacking style at the top of the
order, even though results have not gone
their way so far, unlike the previous
campaign.SunRisers redefined big-hitting
during their run to the final last year,
regularly posting scores in excess of 250.

They notched up totals of 287,277 and 266 -
three of the top six highest scores in IPL
history. They picked up where they left off
this season, smashing 286 against the
Rajasthan Royals in their IPL 2025 opener.
"The plans will be very similar. We've had
great success athome, winning six of our last
eight matches. The last couple of games
haven't gone our way, but we're looking
forward to playing a positive brand of
cricket. We're confident in our game. We've
got a good captain, and we're well led,"

Helmot said on Saturday.

HEAD AND ABHISHEK WON'T CHANGE:
HELMOTHowever, since the high of the
season opener, the batting momentum has
stalled. Against Lucknow at home, SRH
posted 190 - a total that was chased down in
just 16.1 overs. Against the Delhi Capitals in
Hyderabad, they managed only 163, which
was chased down in 16 overs as well.

SunRisers were comprehensively beaten by 80
runs in their most recent outing in Kolkata,
bowled out for just 120 in pursuit of

Max Verstappen wins his 4th straight Japan

Grand Prix. Norris, Piusjri fini_sh

«Max Verstappen wins Japan

GP

«Verstappen beats Lando

Norris and Oscar Piastri

«This is Verstappen's 4th

straight win in Japan

New Delhi. Red Bull's Max Verstappen saw

off the pressure from both McLarens to win
his fourth straight Japanese Grand Prix.
Verstappen put in an incredible drive on
Sunday, April 6, to become the first man to
win the Japan GP four times in a row.

Lando Norris finished second and saw his lead

over Verstappen in the drivers'

&

championship slashed to one point, while
his McLaren teammate Oscar Piastri
rounded out the podium in third place on his
24th birthday. Verstappen's new partner at
Red Bull - Yuki Tsunoda finished 12th in the
race, 5 positions ahead of Liam Lawson,
who was axed from the team's seat ahead of
this race.

IT'SMAXVERSTAPPEN INJAPAN
In the final moments of the race, Verstappen

saw off pressure from both McLaren's
behind him, who were gaining on the

2nd and 3rd.

Dutchman owing to their superior car.
However, Max secured the win by
finishing 1.423 seconds ahead of Norris,
who was expected to finish on top
today.Red Bull's victory was set up by
Verstappen's unprecedented pole earlier
on Saturday. He beat his close friend
Lando Norris by just 0.012 seconds in
what was described as a near-perfect lap in
Suzuka. Max went flat out in the final lap
of the qualifying session on Saturday,
breaking very late ahead of the final chicane
in Suzuka. The late breaking saw him post a
lap time which helped him start from
pole.Behind Verstappen, Lando and Piastri,
it was only Mercedes who were able to finish
together. George Russell and Kimi Antonelli
finished 5-6, behind Ferarri's Charles
Leclerc.Lewis Hamilton finished 7th in the
race, 29 seconds behind winner Verstappen.
Rookie Isack Hadjar (Racing Bulls),
Williams'Alex Albon and Haas' Ollie
Bearman finished 8,9, and 10 respectively.

Mohammed Siraj has SRH vs GT Match Preview, IPL 2025: Can composed
Gujarat make life worse for Hyderabad

been exceptional,
don't be quick to
judge: Vikram Solanki

New Delhi. Vikram Solanki, the Director of
Cricket Operations at Gujarat Titans, heaped
praise on Mohammed Siraj, saying that one
shouldn’t be quick to judge players on the
basis of one or two bad performances. After
making a move from the Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB), Siraj made a torrid start to
his stint for GT after figures of 4-0-54-0
against Punjab Kings (PBKS).But since
then, Siraj has been exceptional, to say the
least. He helped the Titans beat the Mumbai
Indians (MI) after the speedster had figures
of 4-0-34-2. Siraj didn’t let his team down
against his former team, RCB, at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru after he

performed with figures of4-0-19-3.
‘Sometimes we're very quick to judge’

Before the clash against Sunrisers Hyderabad
(SRH) on Sunday at the Rajiv Gandhi

International Stadium, Solanki lauded Siraj
for being exceptional for them.IPL 2025
Coverage | IPL Points Table | IPL Schedule
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New Delhi. Sunrisers Hyderabad, at their

home ground at the Rajiv Gandhi Stadium in
Hyderabad, will have the chance to flip their
fate, which has been rather dire in the
ongoing Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025,
but their challenge is up against a confident-
looking Gujarat Titans on April 6. While
SRH will be walking into the high-value
clash under considerable pressure after three
defeats on the trot, GT will be hoping to
ideally extend their form after winning their
last two matches.While SRH had built a
reputation for themselves for being a terror
to bowling attacks in the IPL for their
aggressive batting style, much of the same
has become their biggest concern in the
ongoing season. Although SRH started off
the season in their usual element, putting up
286 against Rajasthan Royals and ultimately
beating them by 50 runs, things have gone
downhill for the Pat Cummins-led side ever
since. The side has lost 3 back-to-back
matches against Lucknow Super Giants,
Delhi Capitals and Kolkata Knight Riders,

and in all of them, the side has been
increasingly left disappointed by their star-
studded batting unit. As they go up against a
strong bowling unit like that of GT,
featuring the likes of an in-form Mohammed

Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, Sai Kishore and
Rashid Khan— SRH will yet again be tested
to their core.On the other hand, GT have
recovered strongly from their season opener
defeat to Punjab Kings, beating both
Mumbai Indians and Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in their following two matches,
which will give them an edge when it comes
to confidence over the likes of SRH. With

their batting unit featuring the likes of
Shubman Gill, an in-form Sai Sudharsan
and even Jos Buttler, complimented by their
successful bowling combination, they will
be looking to turn 3 to 4 wins with as much
composure as possible.
HEAD-TO-HEAD: SRHvs GT
Apart from their confidence due to their
performance this season, GT also have an
edge over SRH when it comes to their
head-to-head tally. In their 5 matches so far
across the last two seasons, GT have a 3-1
lead with their last match in IPL 2024
getting abandoned due to rain.
Team News: SRHvs GT
GT were dealt a big blow after their
experienced South Africa pace star Kagiso
Rabada exited IPL 2025 after just two
matches and returned home due to personal
reasons. However, the Shubman Gill-led
side have enough firepower in their arsenal
to replace Rabada with, with his South
Africa teammate Gerald Coetzee looking
the more likely solution.

201.Head and Abhishek were instrumental
to SRH's power-hitting displays last season.
But the duo have yet to fire in unison this
year. While Head began IPL 2025 with a 67,
he hasn't crossed the fifty-run mark since.
Abhishek, meanwhile, has scored just 33
runs in four matches.

"There's pressure every time you step onto the
field - whether you've had past success or are
playing a new game. Both Abhi and Trav
have been brilliant together. We're still
backing them to maintain their aggressive
intent at the top. We've had some good
reflections since arriving here in
Hyderabad," Helmot added.

'300 CHATTER OUTSIDE NOISE'

Ahead of the season, SRH were tipped by
pundits and fans to become the first team in
IPL history to breach the 300-run mark.

When asked if that external hype had increased
pressure on the squad, Helmot responded:
"There's always pressure on teams, but we
don't feel any added pressure. The talk
around a 300-plus score is just outside noise -
it's not something we discuss internally. Our
batting hasn't clicked in the last couple of
matches, but we're focused on rediscovering
the form we showed in the first match and
throughout most of last season."SunRisers
are now in desperate need of a win, having
secured just one victory from their opening
three fixtures.

SRH vs GT: Shubman Gill
and Ishan Kishan
hilariously rate 'batter’
Mohammed Siraj

New Delhi. Sunrisers Hyderabad batter Ishan

Kishan and Gujarat Titans skipper Shubman
Gill were seen laughing ahead of the clash
between the two sides in IPL 2025 on April 6,
as the two rated Mohammed Siraj's batting
skills in the GT nets session. Both close
friends, Gill and Kishan were seen playfully
hyping up GT pacer Siraj as he practised his
batting skills ahead of their Sunday clash at
Hyderabad.Both Shubman Gill and Ishan
Kishan reunited during the training session of
both GT and SRH at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium in Hyderabad, and they
marked a fun moment watching Siraj bat,
which was then reposted by GT's official
social media handle.GT have recovered
strongly from their season opener defeat to
Punjab Kings, beating both Mumbai Indians
and Royal Challengers Bengaluru in the
following two matches, which will put them
high on confidence when facing SRH at their
home ground. Meanwhile, things have been

entirely opposite for SRH. The Pat Cummins-
led side started their season in the most fiery
fashion after scoring 286 against Rajasthan
Royals and ultimately winning the clash by 44
runs—only to lose their following three
matches against Lucknow Super Giants,
Delhi Capitals and Kolkata Knight
Riders.When it comes to the performance of
the duo respectively, Ishan Kishan started off
his IPL 2025 campaign with an unbeaten 47-
ball 106 against RR, but then scored 0, 2, 2
against LSG, DC, KKR respectively.
Meanwhile, Shubman Gill has faced a subtle
start to his IPL 2025 campaign, scoring a total
of 85 runs in his 3 matches and his highest
coming in his 38 against Mumbai Indians.

While SRH and GT clash at Hyderabad, both

Ishan Kishan and Shubman Gill will be in
focus for the big match.

MS Dhoni talks batting with DC's
Ashutosh Sharma after Chepauk clash

|

most out of his opportunity to interact with

“(It has been) exactly the role he's been
playing, to be honest with you. He's a fine
bowler. It's unfair to say things that haven't
been going well for him. He has performed
outstandingly well when he has been given
the opportunity,” Solanki said in the pre-
match press conference.

“Sometimes we expect and ask a lot of young
cricketers and somebody that has achieved as
much as Siraj has. Sometimes we're very
quick to judge one or two performances, but
he has been exceptional certainly since he
hasjoined us," Solanki added.

In the ongoing IPL edition, Siraj has taken five

Dhoni after the match, and even shared
glimpses of the interaction via his official
Instagram handleAlthough Ashutosh was
only dismissed for 1 run in the Chepauk
clash by a run-out from CSK star Ravindra
Jadeja, his form in the side's season opener
against Lucknow Super Giants, where he
scored a match-winning 66, had only set
expectations high for him amongst fans for
this year.Previously, during an interview
with PTI, Ashutosh had revealed how
Dhoni had shared some batting advice with
him last season, but kept the contents of that
discussion a secret."Yes, I did talk to him.

Delhi Capitals batter Ashutosh
Sharma took to Instagram to share
a glimpse of his interaction with
Chennai Super Kings star-man MS
Dhoni after the Chepauk clash
between the two sides. Although
Ashutosh was dismissed for 1

wickets from three games at an economy rate

of 8.91. He is also two wickets short of
reaching the landmark of 100 wickets in the
T20 tournament.The Titans are currently
placed fourth in the table with four points and
a net run rate of 0.807.Stay updated on IPL

2025 with India Today! Get match schedules,
team squads, live score.

against CSK; he has been key to
DC('s success in IPL 2025.

New Delhi. Chennai Super Kings star-man MS
Dhoni and Delhi Capitals batter Ashutosh
Sharma were seen chatting in the CSK
dressing room after the Chepauk clash

between the two sides in the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025 on April 5. Despite CSK
suffering their third defeat on the trot this
season after the loss to DC, MS Dhoni took
out time to interact and apparently talk some

batting skills with Ashutosh Sharma, who
had already shared his admiration for Dhoni
in the past.As DC kept their unbeaten record
running with a 25-run win over CSK at
Chepauk on Saturday, Ashutosh made the

When we had a match against CSK, I talked

to him about the situation, how you would
bat, what you think. He told me a lot of

things. It's a secret," Ashutosh said.Despite
Ashutosh failing to score big, DC batters,
specifically KL Rahul with his 77 off 51,
helped the side post 183 against CSK, which
proved to be too much for the struggling
Ruturaj Gaikwad-led side.
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anday's

Bag? The Actress Lets Us In
On Her Must-Haves

' he release of Akshay Kumar, R. Madhavan, and Ananya Panday’s
Kesari Chapter 2 is highly anticipated, and the recently released trailer
has only added to the excitement. Among the many reasons fans are

eager for the film, Ananya Panday’s portrayal of Dilreet Gill-—a character

unlike any she’s played before—has piqued particular interest. While her big-
screen appearances continue to keep audiences hooked, Ananya recently
gave fans a peek into her personal life during a special What’s In My Bag
segment with Hindustan Times. The actress revealed that her bag holds
several essentials she needs, especially given her frequent travel schedule.

From a pouch full of rubber bands to a scarf for chilly days or surprise style

changes, her bag is well-stocked. Interestingly, Ananya also carries her

grandmother’s bangles—a sentimental keepsake that reflects her deep-rooted
family bond and heritage.

i

ther addition? A dog toy for her two pets, Astro and Riot. When asked who
e’d love to fit in her bag, Ananya adorably picked her sister Rysa, calling
er “favourite person ever." Despite the physical distance between them,
two share a close bond. ]n a light-hearted moment, Ananya joked that
prefer a “mute version" of Rysa—because she talks a lot—but the
ion in her voice made it clear just how strong their friendship
eanwhile, Kesari Chapter 2, starring Ananya Panday, is set to release on

18.
ilm explores the untold aftermath of the horrific Jallianwala Bagh
acre in Amritsar. Akshay Kumar takes on the role of Sir C Sankaran Nair,
rless barrister who challenged the British Empire in the 1920s, seeking
for the victims. He faces off against R Madhavan, who plays a lawyer
ing the British side. Ananya Panday plays Dilreet Gill, a trailblazing
lawyer who defies societal norms by standing up for Indian voices ina
om dominated by men. The trailer paints a powerful picture of
ighlighting the humiliation and injustice endured by Indians
lonial rule. The film is directed by Karan Singh Tyagi and produced
1a Productions, Cape of Good Films, and Leo Media Collective.

Priyanka Chopra

To Who Would Play Her In Biopic

a Anand Sheela is a prominent public
figure of the 80s who formerly
assisted spiritual leader Acharya

Rajneesh, AKA Osho. After the documentary
Wild Wild Country was released on Netflix in
2018, Sheela piqued the interest of the
filmmakers who wanted to make films based
on her life. Now, in a conversation with
Pinkvilla, she revealed her
preferred actress, between
Alia Bhatt and Priyanka
Chopra, who she would want
to play her powerful |
character in the movie made
based on her life.
Durmg, the interaction, she |
revealed that filmmaker 2%
Shakun Batra, who directed 4§
movies like Kapoor & Sons
and Gehraiyaan, was
planning to make a
commercial movie on her
life. But it didn’t happen because they were
unable to gather funds to back the project.

play the part of Sheela, but she had not asked
me. That was the problem, and | wasn’t
happy. One should ask, *How do you feel

about it? I am going public with this news, do
you agree or accept it?” But today, I can tell
you, it doesn’t matter, Priyanka (Chopra) can
also play my part."As for Alia, Sheela stated
that she hasn’t watched any Bollywood

movies. However, she did see a scene or two
from one of Alia’s films, and that’s when she
‘Responding to which Bollywood actress should ~ told her sister that the National Award-
play her part in the yet-to-be-made movie, Ma  winning actress was the best fit to play her
Anand Sheela stated that she would have role.

chosen Alia Bhatt over Priyanka Chopra. But Sheela revealed how she looked like Alia in her
since they have no money now, she is earlier days.Upon realising this, Sheela
mcertain about the future of the project. quickly called filmmaker Batra and
ing her thoughts on the rumours that say  highlighted this aspect. Her sister also nodded
Priyanka Chopra Jonas was about to play her  at the fact, and she concluded that the
character in a movie, the 75-year-old Gangubai Kathiawadi actress should be
revealed, “No, she announced she wanted to  playing herrole.

Rupali Ganguly's Stepdaughter Esha
Verma Calls Her Villain’ On Blrlhday
‘Cheers To The Antagonist...’

I

n Anupamaa actress Rupali Ganguly’s 48th

birthday, her stepdaughter Esha Verma shared

a post for her. However, it was far from
celebratory. In a scathing birthday tribute, Esha
called her stepmom the ‘antagonist’ of her story,
amid their ongoing feud. For the unversed, Esha had
accused Rupali of breaking her parents’ marriage.
She also alleged that the actress mistreated her and
her mother. Post the allegations, Rupali filed a
defamation suit against Esha.Now, as Rupali is
celebrating her birthday, Esha Verma shared an
Instagram story for her, in which she raised a toast to
the *villain® of her life. While she did not directly
mention the Anupamaa actress’ name, Esha wrote,
“One last birthday post for today... Some birthdays
deserve a toast- even if it’s to the villain." She
further added, “Cheers to the antagonist of the
story." The picture shared by her shows Snow White
in the centre, and the Evil Queen offering the cursed
apple to her. Check out her post for Rupali below.

Clearly, Rupali and her stepdaughter Esha Verma’s
feud is far from over. Meanwhile, just yesterday,
Esha shared an Instagram story, in which she wrote,
“They tried to twist my story. But I'm a US citizen.
I'm protected. I'm free. And people are starting to
see the truth." Have a look.

What Is Rupali Ganguly And Esha Verma’s Feud
AllAbout?

The controversy erupted last year after an old 2020
post from Esha resurfaced on social media, and went
viral. In the post Esha made serious allegations
against Rupali Ganguly, accusing her of breaking
Ashwin K Verma’s earlier marriage. She also
alleged that Rupali would threaten Esha and her
mother. The matter quickly grabbed media
attention, post which Ashwin issued a statement,
clarifying that Rupali had nothing to do with his
divorce.Esha also claimed physical, mental and
verbal abuse at the hands of Rupali. Following these
accusations, Rupali Ganguly slapped Esha Verma
with a legal notice for defamation, demanding a
compensation of Rs 50 crore for allegedly
maligning her character.

RJ Mahvash Cheers For
Yuzvendra Chahal In New Video
Amid Dating Rumours: 'Wicket
Toh Le H| Lega’

ver since Yuzvendra Chahal parted ways from
Dhanashree Verma, his dating rumours with RJ
Mahvash have been making headlines, The two
are often spotted together and are rumoured to be in a
romantic relationship. Amid all this, Mahvash took
to her Instagram handle on Saturday and dropped a
video in which she was seen cheering for Chahal.In
the promotional video, Mahvash was seen
promoting a mobile application when she talks about
creating a cricket team. In the end of the video,
Mahvash said, “Team banao aur paisa kamao, wicket
toh Chahal le hi lega." Watch the video here:
Is RJ Mahvash Dating Yuzvendra Chahal?
Mahvash and Chahal’s dating rumours first made
headlines in December 2024 when the former shared
a picture on her Instagram handle in which she was

T

seen celebrating Christmas with the cricketer and her
friends. Later, Chahal was also spotted with a
mystery girl, who netizens claimed was none other
than Mahvash. Most recently, the two also attended
the Champions’ Trophy match in Dubai and their
photos and videos from the stadium are all over
social media.However, in a long post on Instagram
previously, Mahvash lashed out at those linking her
to Chahal. Dismissing their dating rumours,
Mahvash had said, “Some articles and speculations
have been circulating around the internet. It’s
literally funny to see how baseless are these rumours.
If you get SEEN with an opposite gender, so you are
dating that person? | am sorry what year is this? And
how many people are you all dating then? [ have been
patient since 2-3 days now but [ won’t let any PR
teams drag my name into this to cover up other
people’s image. Let people live in peace with their
friends and family in tough times."
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