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Universe: Meaningful
living and dying

Water always runs downhill. It is impossible that it
will ever run uphill. Almost without our noticing
it, our lives run out. Those of us who accept the
value of spiritual practice may think about our
future lives, but in our hearts we focus principally
on the purposes of this life. This is how we become
confused and entrapped in the cycle of existence.
We waste our lives. Right from the time of our
birth, we are approaching death. Yet, we spend our
lives mainly amassing food, clothing, and friends.
At the time of death, we have to leave all of this
behind. We have to travel to the next world alone,
unaccompanied.

The only thing that will benefit us is if we have
undertaken some spiritual practice and have left
some positive imprints within our minds.

If we are to stop wasting our lives and provoke
ourselves to do spiritual practice, we have to
meditate on impermanence and our own mortality
— the fact that from the moment of our birth, our
bodies are naturally impermanent and subject to
disintegration.

Engaging in spiritual practices is not meant to just
benefit this life, but to bring peace and happiness
in the lives after death. One thing that hampers our
practice is our tendency to think that we will live
foralongtime.

On the other hand, the person who is more concerned
about his or her life after death is like a person who
wants to travel. A traveller makes preparations to
meet every eventuality and successfully reach his
or her destination. As a result of death meditation,
a practitioner becomes less obsessed with the
affairs of this life — name and fame, possessions,
social status. Awareness of death can be developed
through both formal and analytical meditation.
You must first understand the certainty of death
intellectually. It is not some obscure theoretical
issue, but an obvious and observable fact. Our
world is believed to be some five billion years old,
and the human race has been in existence for the
past 1,00,000 years. Over such a long period of
time, is there even one human being who did not
have to face death? It makes no difference who you
are; you have to die.

The advantage of developing an awareness of death
is that it will help you make your life meaningful.
You need next to think about how unpredictable it
is. We all know death will come one day. The
problem is that we always think it will be
sometime in the future. Death does not follow any
rule or order. Anyone can die at any time, whether
they are old or young, rich or poor, sickly or well.
We hold this human body dear, believing that it is
strong and will last a long time. But reality defies
our hopes.Your own body has been your most
reliable, firmest companion since your very
conception. You have done all you can to give it the
best care. You have fed it so that it will not be
hungry; you have given it drink when it was
thirsty. You have rested when it was tired. You
have been prepared to do anything and everything
for the care, comfort, and protection of your body.
In fairness, your body has also served you. It has
always been ready to fulfil your needs.

But when death strikes, your body gives up. Your
consciousness and your body separate.

Even as Punjab's Chief Minister Bhagwant

The numbers tell a concerning story. While the

Punjab has a long history of egalitarian beliefs as it
nurtured Sikh and Sufi thoughts. However, it also has
a very high population of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (30 per cent), while Brahmins
constitute a fraction of the population. This issue of
caste hierarchy has been highlighted in recent times,
with young Dalit Punjabis being drawn to New Age
Christian Evangelists. Their songs have gone viral
across social media. In trying to make India secular,
in trying to tip-toe around caste, other than for votes,
academicians have long ignored the lens of caste that
forms the foundation of India. We need to approach it
dispassionately to understand how the past shapes
the present.Punjab has mountainous areas to its north
and rich alluvial plains to its south. It is in the
mountainous regions that one finds many Hindu
goddess temples, often patronised by kings. Here,
Brahmins have historically been invited to serve as
courtiers. However, as one moves towards the plains,
the presence of trading communities, known as
Khatris, increases. The Khatris claim to be
Kshatriyas who renounced warfare and took up trade
to avoid being slaughtered by Parashuram. It was
among these trading communities that Sikhism
emerged, with the first 10 Sikh Gurus all belonging to
this group. The Bedis and the Sodhis trace their
lineage back to Luv and Kush, sons of Ram and Sita,
according to some traditions.

Defiance of Mughal authoritarianism, led to Punjab
witnessing a resurgence of military traditions that
had previously been abandoned by its farming,
pastoral, and trading communities. Thus rose the
Khalsa warriors under Guru Gobind Singh around
1700. Khalsa means directly under god, an idea that
came from khalsa lands of the king, differentiated
from jagirs of courtiers. These warriors differentiated
themselves by adopting certain practices like never

Can'’t let vigilantes usurp the right to define dharma

Learned judges who routinely thunder from the bench most intriguingly follow a different logic while deciding cases

The fire that broke out in a High Court judge’s residence in
Delhi has reduced much more than bundles of currency
notes to ashes. The embers will smoulder for a long time to
come. Much has been said on the sorry state of the nation,
and multiple failure of organs of state is glaring and it’s
impossible to turn the nose away from the gangrenous
stench. Where does all this leave the people? We the
people have long lived in the world of make belief that we
have given ourselves the Constitution that has defined the
nature of the state, enshrined in it the fundamental rights
of the citizen and put in place a system of checks and
balances—separation of powers between the Legislature,
Executive and the Judiciary.

Many unfortunate and extremely disturbing decisions by
coercive arms of the executive signal the breakdown of
constitutional arrangements and erosion of rule of law.
High-ranking police officers in uniform have suddenly
been infected with the authoritarian bug. In several
districts of Uttar Pradesh—the state that has become
notorious for dispensing bulldozer justice—they have
warned, nay, threatened those planning to offer namaz in
public places with dire consequences like losing their
passport, cancellation of driving licenses and arrest.

Now no one can deny that it’s the duty of the police to
maintain law and order, nip conspiracies in the bud and
prevent violent communal flare-ups. However, the cops
can’t be the Jury, Judge and Executioner at the same time.
An accused can only be punished after due process of law
by the courts.Alas, the courts have repeatedly failed to
protect the citizen from police atrocities. Much has been
said about the process itself becoming punishment and
there is no need to expatiate on that topic. If there are no
effective judicial checks the rule of law can’t survive.
What on surface appears to be a democracy is a virtual
police state. It is shocking that so many young officers
who have taken oath to protect the Constitution seem to
have weak knees and spines of rubber. But why blame
only the ambitious young who have sensed which way the
wind is blowing?

Learned judges who routinely thunder from the bench most
intriguingly follow a different logic while deciding cases.
The draconian laws of contempt of court keeps critics
petrified. Where specific cases need to be highlighted as
hypocrisy, bigotry and partisan conduct, the public
discourse is directed to the Constitution, the state
envisaged by our founding fathers and how we have
strayed from the course.

Before we proceed further let’s face some unpalatable facts.
Members of the constituent assembly didn’t represent the
people of India. They were chosen to speak for the
inarticulate, disenfranchised—ruled by the British—or
were subjects of Indian princes. Nor did the wise men

Mann and Governor Gulab Chand Kataria lead
parallel anti-drug campaigns, it is imperative
that the efforts go beyond political rivalry and
yield tangible results. Punjab, ranking second
in the country for drug-related cases under the
NDPS Act, continues to grapple with a crisis
that has devastated families and endangered
the future of its youth. While high-profile
marches, public oaths and pledges can create
awareness, they must be backed by strong
enforcement and systemic change.

number of drug-related cases in Punjab has
declined from 12,423 in 2022 t0 9,025 in 2024,
the state remains a major hub for drug
smuggling. The government has adopted an
aggressive stance, with the Punjab Police
shifting focus to dismantling high-level drug networks
and targeting kingpins. The real challenge lies in

have the luxury of starting with a clean slate.
Constitutional development in India was the result of
reforms imposed from above by the colonial masters.
Exigencies of war and the tumult unleashed by the Quit
India Movement as the nationwide unrest triggered by the
military campaign of the INA had upset all plans of mice
and men. In brief there was no consensus regarding the
path the newborn nation should follow. To look back with
advantage of hindsight it’s easy to wax eloquent about
foresight of Dr Ambedkar and Pt Nehru. However, this
would be glossing over major differences about the nature
of the Indian state. Not everyone agreed on Secularism or
Socialism.Much water has flown down the Ganga,
Yamuna, Kaveri and Periyar. Neither India nor the world
remain the same. Ever since 2014 the debate has rekindled
about relics of colonialism and unfinished work of
freedom struggle. One can’t bury one’s head in scorching
sand hoping that the storm will pass without maiming us.

The state is an abstraction, one that manifests itself mostly

in malignant incarnations to take away the life and liberty

Anti-drug drives

Punjab must go beyond political optics

cracking down on the "big fish" who control the supply
chain. Deaths due to drug overdose continue to be a
stark reality in Punjab, with scores of young

The Chatur-varna System of Punjab

Like Sikhs, Sufi traditions of Punjab also promoted egalitarian values

cutting their hair, using a wooden comb, carrying a
special dagger, wearing a steel bracelet, special
underwear with drawstrings, turban, and not eating
food offered to gods or halal meat, a Muslim practice
of involving bleeding of animals. They wore blue
coloured garments (surmai), differentiating
themselves from non-military members who wore
yellow (basanti), and Hindus who preferred red.
During this time, pastoral warrior groups, known as

\

Jats, were also drawn to Sikhism and took on the
responsibility of defending the faith. To attract them,
Sikh leaders began referring to many Hindu deities
(saguna) despite Sikhism’s commitment to a
formless divine (nirguna). The sword was linked to
Bhagavati, Hindu goddess of war. The Jats also
considered themselves warriors who had, in keeping
with a promise to Parashuram, turned their swords
into ploughshares. Some Jats believed they were

of its citizens. It is sovereign that recognises no superior
and claims inviolability of territories under its control.
The nation state is the creation of European imagination
after the Treaty of Westphalia that has evolved with
imperial-colonial experience and concepts of
international law. However, states and nations have
existed in the ancient non-European world for millennia.

‘Rajya’ and ‘Rashtra’ were recognised as distinct entities.
‘Rajya’ was state that could also be translated as a
kingdom—domain of a sovereign ruler. Its territorial
expanse encompassed many rashtras—sub nationalities.
‘Rashtra’ was what defined the ethnic, linguistic, and
cultural identity.Sectarian or religious beliefs weren’t of
primary significance. The King personifying the state
wasn’t above law. This law was dharma—cosmic
law—above any manmade laws, that sustained universal
order. The people could overthrow a ruler who flouted the
dictates of dharma. It is important to remember the
entwined relationship between the state, the nation and the
people.

individuals succumbing to addiction each
year. The absence of adequate deaddiction
and rehabilitation services further
exacerbates the problem, leaving many
vulnerable to relapse or fatal overdose.
Without a multi-pronged strategy that
includes medical intervention, community
support and economic opportunities for
those at risk, the state will struggle to turn
the tide. The Mann government’s youth
engagement and the Governor’s padyatra
aim to mobilise public participation, but
deeper interventions are needed. Schools
and colleges must play a proactive role
and, as the Chief Minister has suggested,
teachers should be trained to identify early
signs of addiction. For Punjab to truly rid
itself of this scourge, political leaders must
prioritise long-term structural reforms over
momentary optics.

descendants of Shiva, emerging from his jata (locks).

Despite their military support, Jats were seen inferior
by Brahmins, Rajputs and Khatris, as they practiced a
form of widow remarriage (chadar chadhana) and
refused to indulge in widow burning (Sati) valorised
in royal and martial communities. The quest for
respect led to widespread adoption of vegetarianism,
especially under the influence of the Arya Samaj in
the 19th century. This is one of the reasons why Sikh
langars have become increasingly vegetarian, even
though there was never such a rule originally as it
violates the egalitarian principle. Vegetarianism has
long been a code in India for caste. Upper castes
would shun kitchens and canteens which served
meat, eggs or fish.Like Sikhs, Sufi traditions of
Punjab also promoted egalitarian values. The Sufis
introduced new agricultural techniques in the 15th
and 16th centuries, which contributed to a large
number of farmers in eastern Punjab embracing
Islam. Sikhism remained dominant in the western
part of Punjab. Hinduism persisted in the south,
towards Haryana, and in the north, towards
Himachal. Thus, Punjab’s chatur-varna system
evolved quite differently from other parts of India.
Brahmins played a minimal role. The royalty or
Rajput influence was largely confined to the
mountainous areas. The Kshatriya military influence
remained subdued until resistance against Mughal
rule necessitated its revival. Meanwhile, the trading
community remained a strong pillar of Sikhism’s
origins, and the lines between Kshatriyas and
Vaishyas were blurred.

Despite the egalitarian ideals of Sikhism and Sufism,
the concept of caste and untouchability persists in
Sikh and Hindu Punjabi communities of India as well
as Muslim Punjabis of Pakistan. Caste (jaat) is
clearly something that never goes (jati nahi).
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42 Days Of Special Casual
Leave For Central

Government Employees Due
To...

New Delhi. The central government is granting its
employees a maximum of 42 days of special casual
leave for organ donation, the Lok Sabha was
informed on Wednesday. Irrespective of the type of
surgery to remove an organ of the donor, the duration
of special casual leave will be a maximum of42 days.

"The government of India has provided a maximum of
42 days special casual leave to central government
servants for donating their organ(s)," Union Minister
of State for Personnel Jitendra Singh said in a written
reply to a question in the Lok Sabha.According to an
order issued by the Personnel Ministry in 2023, when
the provision was announced, the duration of special
casual leave will be a maximum of 42 days,
regardless of the type of surgery performed to
remove an organ of the donor, as recommended by a
government-registered medical
practitioner/doctor.The government of India has
provided a maximum of 42 days special casual leave
to central government servants for donating their
organ(s)," Union Minister of State for Personnel
Jitendra Singh said in a written reply to a question in
the Lok Sabha.According to an order issued by the
Personnel Ministry in 2023, when the provision was
announced, the duration of special casual leave will
be a maximum of 42 days, regardless of the type of
surgery performed to remove an organ of the donor,
as recommended by a government-registered
medical practitioner/doctor.According to the order,
special casual leave shall normally be taken in one
stretch starting from the day of hospital admission.
However, if there is a requirement, the leave can be
availed starting a maximum of one week before the
surgery on the recommendation of government
government-registered medical practitioner or
doctor, the order further stated.

US Tariffs: Piyush Goyal
Likely To Meet Exporters
This Week

New Delhi. Keeping the US reciprocal tariffs and its
future impact on Indian businesses in mind, Union
Commerce and Industry Minister, Piyush Goyal, is
likely to meet exporters this week. According to
industry sources, the meeting is likely to take place
on Wednesday -- to be attended by ministry officials
and representatives of the Federation of Indian
Export Organisations (FIEO) and export promotion
councils (EPCs), among other industry
stakeholders.Exporters, especially MSMEs, are
seeking some fiscal incentives to navigate the
upcoming impact on their trade after the US
administration announced 27 per cent reciprocal
tariffs on the Indian products.The Commerce
Ministry is also in active talks with Indian
pharmaceutical exporters amid growing concerns
over possible US tariffs on the sector, which was
exempted in the first tranche of reciprocal tariffs by
US President Donald Trump. While marginal tariffs
may not cause much disruption, steep duties could
hurt the profit margins of Indian drugmakers.

India exported $8 billion of pharma products to the
US in fiscal 2024, its largest export destination, and
supplies 40 per cent of generics consumed in the
US.India’s exports to the US are on a declining
trend since FY23 with the share in total exports
around 17-18 per cent. The top 15 items exported to
the US accounted for 63 per cent of total exports,
according to an SBI Research report. The impact on
the Indian economy will be more from overall
slowdown in global growth and heightened global
financial volatility due to the worldwide hike in
tariffs, it added.At the same time, the tariffs levied
on India are the lowest among its Asian peers,
compared to 34 per cent on China, 36 per cent on
Thailand, 32 per cent on Indonesia, and 46 per cent
on Vietnam.

Stock Market Crash: Sensex

Tanks 5%; investors poorer
by Rs 20.16 lakh crore

New Delhi. Investors’ wealth eroded sharply by Rs
20.16 lakh crore on Monday morning as the
benchmark indices faced heavy drubbing, with the
Sensex dropping over 5 per cent, amid a global market
meltdown due to growing trade war concerns. The 30-
share BSE benchmark tumbled 3,939.68 points or
5.22 percentto 71,425.01 in early trade.

Mirroring the bearish trend in equities, the market
capitalisation of BSE-listed firms declined sharply by
Rs 20,16,293.53 crore to Rs 3,83,18,592.93 crore
(USD4.50 trillion) during the morning trade.

All the Sensex firms were trading lower. Tata Steel and
Tata Motors dropped over 10 per cent each. Larsen &
Toubro, HCL Technologies, Adani Ports, Tech
Mabhindra, Infosys, Tata Consultancy Services,
Reliance Industries and Mahindra & Mahindra were
the other big laggards.In Asian markets, Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng index tanked more than 11 per cent,
Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 plunged 7 per cent, Shanghai SSE
Composite index dropped nearly 7 per cent and South
Korea’s Kospi sank over 5 per cent.

US markets ended significantly lower on Friday. The
S&P 500 tanked 5.97 per cent, Nasdaq composite
slumped 5.82 per cent, and the Dow tumbled 5.50 per
cent on Friday.“Globally markets are going through
heightened volatility caused by extreme uncertainty.
No one has a clue about how this turbulence caused by
Trump’s tariffs will evolve.

Wait and watch would be the best strategy in this
turbulent phase of the market,” V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services, said.Global oil benchmark Brent crude
dropped 2.76 per cent to USD 63.77 a barrel. The BSE
smallcap gauge cracked 6.62 per cent, and the midcap
index tanked 5.01 per cent.

All the BSE sectoral indices were trading in negative
territory. Metal tumbled nearly 8 per cent, industrials
dropped 6.39 per cent, commodities (6.14 per cent),
IT (5.71 per cent), BSE Focused IT (5.57 per cent),
consumer discretionary (5.42 per cent) and teck (4.84
per cent).

What to make of the Global Trade War

The United States, China
and Germany largely
dominate the $35 trillion
worth of global trade at
risk.

]

global trade at risk. China is the biggest
exporter of manufacturing goods and
one of the biggest importers of services.
However, it has the highest trade
surplus in the world (higher overall
exports over imports). On the other
hand, America has the highest trade
deficit in the world (higher imports over
exports). That means, over the past few
years, Americans have been the world's
biggest consumers, and the Chinese
have been the world's most prominent
manufacturers and exporters. President
Trump's new tariff regime will disrupt
the existing global trade system. The
new system seeks to cut down on US

The US dollar is the world's reserve
currency, and American government-
issued treasury bonds are the safest assets
in the world. The readjustment in global
trade will likely shake the existing trade
and finance structure.

=,

due to imports of commodities like oil and
gold for domestic consumption. India
needs exports to grow, maintain
economic growth momentum, and
balance trade.However, if global demand
slows and exports slump, India's
economy will slow down. Share
prices of export-oriented companies
like software services, leather,
footwear, jewellery, diamonds, and
many other sectors plummeted over
the past four weeks in anticipation of
the new US tariff regime. India's
relative advantage is primarily due to
a large domestic market. Financial
services, consumer goods and

New Delhi. Ifanxiety about the future of the
world economy is trumping (literally!)
other thoughts, you are probably not
alone. In a world economy worth $123
trillion, global trade accounts for nearly a
third of the value. Those $35 plus trillion

dollars are at risk. The prime minister of

Singapore, Lawrence Wong, warned that
global trade wars lead to global conflicts.

His fears probably should be those of

everyone who is not imposing that trade
war.

The big picture

The United States, China and Germany

largely dominate the $35 trillion worth of

imports and suddenly expand the scope of
US exports of goods and services. For that

to happen, global companies must set up

factories and offices in the US.
Fullscreen

However, under free trade practices, goods
and services are manufactured in places
where they can be produced at the
cheapest. That reduces the cost for
consumers. Since the Second World War,
American consumers have benefited
immensely as goods and services moved
freely. The size of the US economy has
only grown more significant than ever.

India will be affected

While India accounts for barely 4% of the
global trade, the intensity of India's
engagement with the world is more
significant than in previous decades.
India will not remain insulated from a
broken global trade system. A slow
growth in America will further trigger a
slowdown in countries that depended Yourmoney
heavily on US exports. While India is a The next few months would be about
middle-income country, it has problems
like a rich country. It has a trade deficit

IL&FS group resolves 45,281 cr debt to
its lenders as of March 2025

NEW DELHI. The debt-ridden IL&FS
group has discharged Rs 45,281 crore
to its creditors as of March 2025,
completing the resolution of its 197
entities, according to the latest status
report affidavit filed before the
insolvency appellate tribunal
NCLAT.

This is 18.9 per cent higher than Rs
38,082 crore, the amount of debt that |
stood resolved from the last status
report filed by IL&FS six months
before on October 28, 2024.

"As of March 21, 2025, a debt of Rs |
45,281 crore has been resolved, out of |
the debt resolution target of Rs 61,000
crore, as a result of the resolution of
197 entities out of 302 entities having
been concluded," said IL&FS.Now,
only 105 entities remain to be resolved,
out of which moratorium protection is
now only required to be continued for
57 entities."Basis current estimates,
the new board expects the overall
recovery to be approximately Rs
61,000 crores, which is 61 per cent of
the overall debt as of October 2018,"

said the latest IL&FS affidavit.As per
the recovery process, IL&FS' new
board has been engaged in the
termination of the non-fund-based

limits availed by its group entities.
IL&FS group is releasing and
cancelling bank guarantees or letters of
creditissued by them. Besides, it is also
paying cash through interim
distribution to domestic entities.

Out of Rs 45,281 crore, IL&FS has

discharged Rs 21,581 crore through
monetisation, termination and transfer
of assets to InviT and Rs 9,026 from

"auto debits, green entity principal
servicing, NFB release".

The rest Rs 14,674 crore was discharged

through "interim distribution" which
includes cash and InviT units.

In November last year, NCLT had
directed the IL&FS group to
complete the resolution of the
remaining 58 firms by March
31, 2025 and extended the
moratorium until the date.

The NCLAT had extended the
moratorium after observing that
the process for the remaining 58
entities is at an advanced stage
and "considerable progress has
been made by IL&FS

(Infrastructure Leasing and Financial

Services), which is paring debts

through asset resolution and other

mechanisms.Before that NCLAT had
on August 28, 2024 questioned the
continuation of the moratorium for the

IL&FS entities, observing that "the

protection under order dated October

15, 2018, cannot be allowed to

continue for all time to come".

Payments firm Juspay raises $60 mn days
after open-sourcing routing layer

New Delhi. Payments infrastructure firm
Juspay has secured $60 million as part
of'its Series D funding round through a
combination of primary and secondary
investments. The latest round was led
by Kedaara Capital, with participation
from existing investors including
SoftBank and Accel. Avendus Capital
acted as the exclusive financial advisor
to Juspay for the transaction. The
Bengaluru-based company, which
operates as a technology service
provider (TSP), plans to strengthen its
artificial intelligence capabilities. It
has expanded its footprint across Asia-
Pacific, Latin America, Europe, the
United Kingdom, and North America.
“Today, as we expand our global
footprint and push the boundaries of
Al we remain committed to building
truly open-source and interoperable
payment systems that embrace the
growing diversity in the payments

landscape,” said Sheetal Lalwani, co-
founder and chief operating officer,
Juspay.The company had raised $60
million in its Series C round in 2021
and $21.6 million in its Series B round

in 2020, according to data from market
intelligence platform Tracxn.Juspay
was reportedly in talks to raise $150
million in Series D earlier this year.

The fundraise comes days after the
company open-sourced its payments
orchestration platform. This followed

moves by major payment aggregators,
including PhonePe, Razorpay,
Cashfree Payments, and Paytm, to ask
their merchant partners to discontinue
use of third-party routers such as
Juspay. The push by payment
aggregators reflects an industry-wide
trend of companies seeking exclusive
and deeper relationships with
merchants in amarket characterised by
thin margins. Operational issues with
Juspay’s orchestration layer had
strained relationships between
aggregators and their clients,
prompting aggregators to urge
merchants to avoid third-party routing
altogether, Business Standard reported
last week. Juspay was authorised to
operate as an online payment
aggregator by the Reserve Bank of
India in 2024, raising concerns that its
routing software might favour its own
offering.

technology continue to drive

consumption-led growth. There is a

chance that other countries with
excess capacity may start to flood Indian
markets with cheaper goods. It is a risk
that the Indian government will have to
monitor closely. Keep an eye on the
bilateral trade deals India negotiates with
countries like the US, UK, Europe and
others.

adopting a risk-averse investment
strategy.

Hiked tariffs trump India's exports

to US; USD 5.76 billion decline
expected this year: GTRI

NEW DELHI. India's merchandise exports to the
US from sectors such as marine items, gold,
electrical, and electronics are expected to decline
by USD 5.76 billion this year due to increased
American duties, according to the data analysis of
think tank GTRI.However, it added that India's
competitive position in select product segments
may help cushion some of the losses. Sectors
which can witness modest gains include textiles
made-up, apparel, ceramic products, inorganic
chemicals, and pharmaceuticals.The US has
announced an additional 26 per cent duty on Indian
goods barring pharma, semiconductors and certain
energy goods from April 9. The 10 per cent
baseline tariffs are there from April 5-8.

"Using detailed trade data and tariff schedules, the
analysis estimates that India could see a decline of
USD 5.76 billion, or 6.41 per cent, in exports to the
US in 2025," Global Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI) said.In 2024, India exported USD 89.81
billion worth of goods to the US. It said that several
key product groups are likely to see reductions.
Exports of fish and crustaceans may fall by 20.2
per cent; iron or steel articles by 18 per cent;
diamonds, gold products by 15.3 per cent; vehicle
and parts exports by 12.1 per cent; and electrical,
telecom, and electronic products may decline by
12 per cent.Other categories such as plastics,
carpets, petroleum products, organic chemicals,
and machinery are also expected to be negatively
impacted, it added.The study has evaluated sector-
specific exposure, changes in tariff rates, and
competitive dynamics involving key players like
China, Mexico, and Canada.

According to the Delhi-based think tank, energy
products, including petroleum, solar panels, and
pharmaceuticals as well as copper, have been
exempted from country-specific tariffs.

These high-value items accounted for USD 20.4
billion or 22.7 per cent of India's exports to the US
in 2024. They will continue to face only the
standard MFN (Most Favoured Nation) tariff.Key
industrial goods such as steel, aluminum,
automobiles, and auto parts will face a 25 per cent
tariff. These represent USD 2.2 billion, or 2.5 per
cent of India's total exports to America, with no
change to their MFN status."However, the largest
impact falls on the remaining basket of goods.
These exports valued at USD 67.2 billion or 74.8
per cent of total trade. They will now be hit with a
26 per cent tariff. While MFN tariffs still apply,
this sweeping hike is expected to reshape trade
dynamics across a wide range of industries," GTRI
Founder Ajay Srivastava said. Explaining in detail,
he said India's exports of electronics and
smartphones to the United States reached USD
14.4 billion in 2024, accounting for a significant
35.8 per cent of its global shipments in this
category.

India's worst stock market crashes:
From Covid-19 to Trump tariffs

On Monday, April 7, the
Indian stock market faced
one of its higgest falls since
June 2024. The Sensex fell
nearly 4,000 points, while
the Nifty 50 slipped below
21,750, dragging down
investor confidence.

New Delhi.  Stock markets witness
fluctuations occasionally, but some days
are far worse than others. On Monday,
April 7, the Indian stock market faced one
of its biggest falls since June 2024. The
Sensex fell nearly 4,000 points, while the
Nifty 50 slipped below 21,750, dragging
down investor confidence.The fall was
triggered by fears of a recession in the US,
sparked by a global trade war due to
reciprocal tariffs by US President Donald
Trump. The market capitalisation of BSE-
listed companies dropped by nearly Rs 16

lakh crore within minutes. The India
VIX, the Volatility Index, shot up by over
56%.That said, let’s have a quick look at
five such single-day market crashes in

India that had a lasting impact.

HARSHAD MEHTA SCAM CRASH-
1992Harshad Mehta Scam was India’s
first major stock market shock. Harshad

Mehta, a stockbroker, exploited
the loopholes in the banking
system to rig stock prices. The
scam, which was over Rs 4,000
crore, was exposed in April
1992.0n April 28, 1992, the
Sensex plummeted 570 points, or
12.7%, in a single day. It was the
worst fall at the time. This led to
big changes in how markets were

regulated, and SEBI’s powers §

were strengthened to prevent such
frauds.

KETAN PAREKH
CRASH-2001

A few years later, another market

SCAM

manipulation scandal hit the Indian
markets. This time it was Ketan Parekh, a
broker, who was involved in pumping up
prices of selected stocks. When the scam
broke out in March 2001, investors

Congress party, defeated the NDA, which
had been advocating aggressive economic
reforms.On May 17, 2004, the Sensex
plummeted 11.1% in a single day. Trading
was suspended twice as panic-selling
gripped markets. Eventually, the markets

panicked.On March 2, 2001, the Sensex
dropped 176 points, or 4.13%. The fall
came soon after the dot-com crash, and

stabilised later when the new government
assured investors that reforms would be
continued.

was worsened by the recent Gujarat GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS
earthquake and weak global signals.
ELECTION RESULTS CRASH-2004
In May 2004, unexpected election results
shook the markets. The UPA, led by the

CRASH-2008
The 2008 global financial crisis, caused by
the collapse of Lehman Brothers in the
US, sent shockwaves around the world.
India was also affected as foreign
investors began pulling out money.
On January 21, 2008, the Sensex fell
1,408 points, or 7.4%. Over the next
few months, it kept falling, losing
nearly 60% from its peak. It was one
of the worst bear markets India has
seen.
COVID-19 PANDEMIC CRASH-
2020
The COVID-19 outbreak in early
2020 led to a health crisis, but it also
caused economic panic. As India
announced a nationwide lockdown,
fears of a total halt in economic
activity caused a market meltdown.On
March 23, 2020, the Sensex fell 3,935
points, or 13.2%. However, the markets
recovered quickly after the government
and RBI stepped in with support
measures.
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'Tarrifying': Congress ups ante on PM Modi as
Trump tariffs jolt Indian markets

—_
.Comparing PM

Modi to his US
counterpart,
Congress said that
both leaders are
experts in
delivering 'self-
inflicted wounds' to
their countries as a
result of which the
markets are
responding in a

"tariffying' manner.
—

week.

Woman dies onboard,
Mumbai-Varanasi IndiGo
flight makes emergency
landing

New Delhi. An IndiGo Airlines flight made an emergency
landing at the airport in Maharashtra's Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar after an 89-year-old woman died
onboard, an airport official said on Monday. The
Mumbai-Varanasi flight made an emergency landing at
the Chikalthana Airport on Sunday night, he said.

The official said Sushila Devi, a native of Mirzapur in
Uttar Pradesh, boarded the flight from Mumbai and
started feeling unwell mid-air.

He said the flight landed at the Chikalthana Airport due to
a medical emergency around 10 pm. A medical team
examined the woman on landing, but she had already
succumbed. The MIDC CIDCO police station did the
necessary formalities, and the flight proceeded for its
onward journey to Varanasi, the official said.

According to the airline, the woman's body was sent to the
Government Medical College and Hospital in
Chhatrapati Sambhjinagar.

West Bengal woman lured

with job promise, rescued
from GB Road brothel by Delhi
Police

NEW DELHI. A 35-year-old woman from West
Bengal was rescued by the Delhi Police Crime Branch
from the GB Road red-light area after allegedly being
duped with a job promise and forced into prostitution,
police said on Sunday.

Preliminary investigations revealed she is the youngest
of six siblings and studied till Class 5. Following a
divorce, she worked as a domestic help to support
herself and her financially distressed family in rural
Bengal. “In January 2025, she was allegedly lured to
Delhi by another woman with the promise of'a job but
was instead sold into the sex trade. Her phone was
taken, cutting off contact with her family,” said DCP
(Crime) Vikram Singh

“Around 10 days ago, she managed to call her brother
and share her ordeal. He reached out to the NHRC
Delhi-based NGO Mission Mukti Foundation,” he
added. Acting on NHRC’s directions, the crime
branch conducted a raid on April 5 and rescued the
woman. “The brothel manager, too, was arrested,” the
DCP said. Police said further investigation is
underway.

Heatwaves to sweep North
India for 5 days

NEW DELHI. Heatwaves have moved into Northern
India following a week of extreme temperatures in
Gujarat, Central India and Odisha, The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued red and
orange warnings for affected regions. According to the
IMD, heatwave conditions are expected in Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, and Punjab
over the next four to five days. Many areas in Northwest
India, Maharashtra, and South Peninsular India are
expected to see maximum temperatures rise by 2 to
4°C.

The IMD has reported maximum temperatures of 40-
43°C in various parts of Gujarat, North Punjab, North
Haryana, Chandigarh, J&K, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh, West Uttarakhand, North Bihar, Sub-
Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim and West Assam,

In addition, the maximum temperatures have risen by 3 to
6°C over north interior Odisha, adjoining Jharkhand,
and Gangetic West Bengal.

On April 4, Kandla in Saurashtra and Kutch recorded the
highest maximum temperature of44°C. The MeT office
also forecasts heatwave conditions in isolated areas of
Himachal Pradesh on April 6 and 7, in Haryana and
Chandigarh from April 6 to 10, in Punjab from April 7 to
10, in Delhi on April 7 and 8, in West Uttar Pradesh from
April 7 to 9, and in Madhya Pradesh from April 8 to 10.
The department previously indicated that the region
would experience a higher number of heatwave days
this month. Additionally, hot and humid weather is
likely to persist in coastal Gujarat and the Konkan &
Goaregion from April 610 9.

New Delhi. The Congress on
Monday intensified its attack on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as
stock markets in India crashed
following US President Donald
Trump's tariff announcements last

Comparing PM Modi to his US
counterpart, Congress said that
both leaders are experts in
delivering "self-inflicted wounds"
to their countries as a result of |
which the markets are responding |
ina "tariffying" manner.

"It is no wonder that Mr. Modi and
Mr. Trump describe themselves as
good friends. Both are experts in
giving their economies self-
inflicted wounds,"
Ramesh said on his official X handle on
Monday, soon after both Sensex and NSE
Nifty sank by nearly 4,000 points and 1,200
points respectively.

The crash wiped out nearly Rs 19 lakh crore
within a few minutes of the market opening as

Congress MP Jairam

Sensex plunged to a | 0-month low.

"Nov 8, 2016 was demonetisation. April 2,
2025 was the bizarre reciprocal tariffs,
Markets are reacting predictably in a
tariffying manner," Ramesh added.

Last week, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, speaking on the floor during
the Zero Hour, warned the Narendra Modi

government that tariffs would
"completely devastate" the
Indian industry.

Demanding answers from the
government on how they
intend to protect the domestic
economy amid Trump's tariff
announcements, Rahul Gandhi
said, "Somebody once asked
Indira Gandhi ji - 'In the matter
of foreign policy you lean left
or you lean right," and Indira
Gandhi ji answered, 'l don't

3 l'l_v'r
M_- ¢ lean left or right, 1 stand
s ] // / straight.”
] 4;{ Putting the spotlight on the PM
Ll L i i

Modi-Trump bonhomie,
Congress President

Mallikarjun Kharge said in the Rajya Sabha
last week, "America is a businessman and our
customer got trapped.”

Congress MP Manish Tewari followed suit,
calling the additional tariffs a "complete
failure" of the Modi government in
negotiating with the Trump administration.

It takes lifetime to build reputation: Delhi
court slams woman for false rape allegation

NEW DELHI. A Delhi court has ordered
the filing of a perjury complaint against

a woman who falsely accused a man of

rape, stating that her fabricated claims
had unjustly subjected the
accused to a traumatic legal
ordeal.

“It takes a lifetime to build a
reputation but only a few lies
to destroy the same.” the court
stated. The ruling came from
Additional Sessions Judge
(ASJ) Anuj Agarwal at Tis
Hazari Court, who acquitted
the accused man after
concluding that the
prosecutrix had concocted a
false story of sexual assault
and threats.

The judge declared that the testimony
given by the woman lacked credibility,
rendering it unreliable for conviction.

The woman, a resident of Ujjain, had

claimed that in November 2019 she
was invited to Delhi by the accused on
the pretext of sightseeing and was
subsequently raped in a hotel located in

the Nabi Kareem area. However, upon
a thorough examination of the
evidence, the court found significant
inconsistencies in her account.

In the judgement dated April 4, ASIJ

Agarwal said, “While it is trite law that
a prosecutrix’s testimony, if
trustworthy and credible, requires no
independent corroboration, the facts of
the present case clearly
demonstrate otherwise.”
The judge noted that the
woman'’s deposition in court
was not only false but
carefully crafted to deceive.
“There may be instances
where even the accused
becomes the real sufferer,
standing before the court
with folded hands, seeking

justice for them,” ASJ
Agarwal said.
Emphasising the

psychological toll suffered
by the accused, the court said, “An
acquittal could not recompense the
agony of the accused who underwent
the trauma ofatrial.”

Delhi government plans micro-level
interventions to curb air pollution

NEW DELHI. In a bid to curb air
pollution in the city, the government
is preparing to implement targeted,
micro-level interventions, with a
fOCUS on dllSl control at C[]ﬂSt['llCtiO]'l
sites, mechanised cleaning of narrow
lanes and regular tree cleaning.

The plans were discussed ata high-level
meeting chaired by Environment
Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa with
representatives from leading
institutions such as IIT-Delhi, The
Energy and Resources Institute
(TERI). and Clean Air Collective at
the Delhi Secretariat, according to a
statement issued on Saturday.

During the meeting, experts

emphasised the importance of

sustainable urban mobility and urged
the government to adopt data-driven
strategies to address the city’s
worsening air quality. A major

proposal was the rapid promotion of

electric vehicles (Evs), especially in
public transport, and phasing out

S—
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older, polluting vehicles. They
recommended that new vehicle
registrations prioritise EVs and that
stringent action be taken against non-
compliant vehicles that contribute
disproportionately to pollution.
Another key suggestion was expanding
the Delhi Metro network to ensure
that every citizen has access to a
metro station within 400 metres of

The experts

their residence. Officials noted that
this would enhance public
transportation and significantly
reduce reliance on private vehicles,
helping cut down emissions.
highlighted that
construction dust alone contributes
nearly 30% of Delhi’s particulate
pollution. The Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) is
already working to address this via a
dedicated portal, the minister said.
Sirsa stated that several of the
recommendations were already part
of the government’s upcoming plans
and that their implementation would
begin soon. “We are fighting a war
against pollution to ensure clean air
for our children. This is not just an
environmental issue, it is a moral
responsibility. Many of the
suggestions shared today are already
part of our action plan, and we will
actively consider the others,” he
further said.

Comic Kunal Kamra's
interim protection from
arrest extended in
Shinde jibe row

New Delhi. The Madras High Court on Monday
extended comedian Kunal Kamra's interim
protection from arrest, which was set to end
today, until April 27, in connection with an FIR
lodged in Mumbai over his 'traitor’ jibe at
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde.

Earlier, Kamra's counsel submitted before the
Madras High Court that the hostility towards the
comedian had increased since the last hearing,
when the judge had granted him interim transit
protection on March 28.

Kamra's lawyer informed the court that three new
FIRs have already been lodged against him in
Maharashtra since the last hearing. He further
submitted that the officials even visited his
ancestral home in Mumbai, disturbing his aged
parents.

Pwd rolls out high-tech sewer
cleaning machines to replace
manual scavenging in Delhi

NEW DELHI. Ahead of the monsoon season, the
Public Works Department (PWD) has
announced that the government is set to deploy
advanced sewer cleaning machines across the
city to address chronic waterlogging issues.
Speaking during a field inspection on Sunday,
PWD Minister Parvesh Verma said that CCTV
cameras would be used to verify the complete
desilting of drains.

Alleging long-standing neglect, Verma claimed
that many of the city’s drains and nullahs have
not been cleaned in over a decade. “Our effort
now is to have state-of-the-art machines in every
assembly constituency to ensure thorough
cleaning,” the minister said.

During his visit to South Delhi’s Greater Kailash
area, the minister observed a trial run of a high-
tech recycler machine imported from Mumbai.
“This initiative is a concrete step towards
realising Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision
of Swachh Bharat and modern urban
infrastructure,” he added.

According to officials, the recycler machine can
conduct deep and effective sewer cleaning
without requiring manual entry, addressing both
efficiency and safety concerns.

One of its standout features is the ability to extract
silt and contaminated water simultaneously. The
extracted water is then treated within the
machine itself and reused for jetting operations,
significantly reducing the amount of fresh water
required. Officials highlighted the machine’s
compact, single-unit design, which eliminates
the need for separate water tankers and allows
for faster and more environmentally friendly
operations.

“Being a single-unit setup, it requires minimal
operational space. The entire cleaning process
becomes faster, more precise, and
environmentally friendly,” an official noted.

Delhi Metro to launch India’s first

three-coach train line by 2028

As part of Phase IV of the project, the corridor will span 8 km and be the
second-smallest i

NEW DELHI. The Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) is set to introduce
the country’s first metro
corridor designed for B
operation with three-coach
trains on the Lajpat Nagar
Saket G Block route, officials
said on Sunday.

As part of Phase 1V of the
project, the corridor will span
8 km and be the second-
smallest in the network, the
DMRC said in astatement.

Unlike most metro lines that use
4, 6, or 8-coach trains, the 3-

coach system has been developed
specifically for short-distance urban
travel. The smaller train configuration

will provide a cost-effective solution,
ensuring better frequency and
operational efficiency while
accommodating substantial number of

n the network, the D
S - ‘\E} .

commuters.

efficient,

and efficient metro services.

In addition to reducing train
length, the corridor will
optimise urban mobility
with a future-ready,

and cost-
conscious metro system.

The Lajpat Nagar—Saket G
Block corridor is being
developed with
assessment of passenger
flow in mind. While high-
density corridors require
longer rakes to handle
massive crowds,
stretch caters to a different

category of commuters—short-

distance travellers requiring frequent

MRC said in a statement.

The corridor’s Peak Hour Peak Direction
Traffic (PHPDT) estimates indicate a
manageable load, ensuring a
comfortable travel experience without
unnecessary overcapacity.

It said the three-coach system is aimed at
ensuring economic sustainability while
maintaining high-quality urban transit
standards.

It added that each coach will have a
seating and standing capacity of around
300 passengers, bringing the total
capacity of a three-coach train to
approximately 900 passengers per trip.

The statement said the corridor will have
eight strategically located stations from
Lajpat Nagar to Saket G Block to
improve accessibility for key
residential and commercial areas.

this
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Five family members killed
in deadly car crash in
coastal Georgia

UPDATED. A deadly car accident occurred in coastal
Georgia on Sunday morning in which five family
members lost their lives, news agency Associated
Press reported citing state authorities.The collision
occurred on 1-95 in McIntosh County around 6 am,
when one vehicle collided with another traveling
southbound. The crash led to one of the vehicles
bursting into flames.The victims in the burned
vehicle were identified as 27-year-old Reagan
Dougan and her four children, aged 9, 4, 2, and 3
months. Reagan had been driving a rental car from
Raleigh, North Carolina, on her way to meet her
husband in Florida.Her husband has been notified of
the devastating accident. The passenger in the other
vehicle involved in the crash was taken to the
hospital for treatment.In a separate incident, a single-
car crash in Middleborough early Sunday morning
resulted in the death of an 18-year-old and left a
passenger seriously injured. Emergency services
were called to Marion Road at approximately 2:37
am after reports of a vehicle collision.Upon arrival,
responders discovered the car had crashed into a tree.
Bystanders managed to rescue the passenger from
the wreckage before first responders could reach the
scene. The injured passenger, who sustained severe
injuries, was quickly transported to a local hospital
for treatment.

China accuses US of
unilateralism, protectionism,
economic bullying with
tariffs

BANGKOK. China on Monday accused the US of
unilateralism, protectionism and economic bullying
with tariffs, while calling on representatives of
American companies including Tesla, to 'take
concrete actions' to resolve the tariffs.Putting
'America First' over international rules harms the
stability of global production and the supply chain
that can seriously impacts the world's economic
recovery, Foreign Affairs spokesperson Lin Jian told
reporters.

Last week, Trump put an additional 34% tariff on
Chinese goods as part of 'Liberation Day,' coming on
top of two rounds of 10% tariffs already declared in
February and March, which Trump said was due to
Beijing's role in the fentanyl crisis.China and other
governments retaliated quickly.

China announced its own 34% tariff rate on US goods,
mirroring Trump's tariff rate for China.

On Monday, Beijing struck a note of confidence even as
markets in Hong Kong and Shanghai tumbled.

The People's Daily, the Communist Party's official
mouthpiece, had quoted strongly against US, ?The
sky won't fall, it declared, even if the US tariffs have
an impact. Faced with the indiscriminate punches of
US taxes, we know what we are doing and we have
tools at our disposal," it added.Beijing had announced
a slew of countermeasures Friday evening aimed at
Trump's tariffs.As part of these measures, China
suspended sorghum, poultry and bonemeal imports
from some American companies, and put more export
controls on rare earth minerals, critical for various
technologies, while launching a lawsuit at the World
Trade Organization.It is unknown if China's leader,
Xi Jinping, will meet with Trump to make a deal on
the tariffs.

Houthis claim US airstrikes
killed 6 in Sanaa as Trump's
video suggests higher toll

world. Suspected US airstrikes killed at least six
people Sunday in Yemen’s rebel-held capital Sanaa,
the Houthi-run health ministry said, while a bombing
video posted by US President Donald Trump
suggested casualties in the overall campaign may be
higher than the rebels acknowledge.

The strikes in Sanaa hit a home and injured 16 other
people, the ministry said.Earlier on Sunday, the
Iranian-backed Houthis said suspected US airstrikes
killed at least two people overnight in a rebel
stronghold Saada and wounded nine others.Footage
aired by the Houthis’ al-Masirah satellite news
channel showed a strike collapsing what appeared to
be a two-story building. The rebels aired no footage
from inside the building, which they described as a
solar power shop.The intense campaign of US
airstrikes targeting the rebels over their attacks on
shipping in Mideast waters — related to the Israel-
Hamas war — has killed at least 69 people, according
to casualty figures released by the Houthis.The
Houthis have not acknowledged any casualties
among their security and military leadership —
something challenged after an online video posted by
Trump.Trump bombing footage suggests rebel
leaders targeted

Early on Saturday, Trump posted what appeared to be
black-and-white video from a drone showing over 70
people gathered in a circle. An explosion detonates
during the 25-second video. A massive crater is left in
its wake.“These Houthis gathered for instructions on
an attack,” Trump claimed, without offering a
location or any other details about the strike. “Oops,
there will be no attack by these Houthis! They will
never sink our ships again!”The US military’s Central
Command, which oversees Mideast military
operations, has not published the video nor offered
specific details about the strikes it has conducted
since March 15. The White House has said over 200
strikes have targeted the Houthis.The rebel-
controlled SABA news agency in Yemen, citing an
anonymous source, described the bombing as
targeting “a social Eid visit in Hodeida governorate.”
Muslims around the world just celebrated Eid al-Fitr
at the end of the holy Muslim fasting month of
Ramadan. SABA had published images of other
commanders meeting fighters during the holiday,
though not any high-level Houthi officials.
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Israeli strikes on Gaza kill 32,
mostly women and children

Dozens of Palestinians took to the
streets in Jabaliya for new anti-

war protests.

DEIR AL-BALAH.Israeli strikes in the
Gaza Strip killed at least 32 people,
including over a dozen women and children,
local health officials said Sunday, as Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
headed to the United States to meet with
President Donald Trump about the war.

Israel last month ended its ceasefire with
Hamas and has seized territory to pressure
the militant group to accept a new deal for a
truce and release of remaining hostages. It
has blocked the import of food, fuel and
other supplies for over a month to the
coastal territory heavily reliant on outside
assistance.Israel's military late Sunday
ordered Palestinians to evacuate several

Deadly floods ravage US South and
Midwest as deu’rh toll climbs to 18

world.  Rivers rose and flooding [
worsened Sunday across the sodden
U.S. South and Midwest, threatening
communities already badly damaged
by days of heavy rain and wind that
killed at least 18 people.Even as the
rain moved out of some of the hardest
hit areas in Arkansas, Tennessee and
Kentucky, water levels crept up in
some communities, swirling into

Forecasters said that flooding could

neighborhoods in central Gaza's Deir al-
Balah shortly after about 10 projectiles
were fired from Gaza — the largest barrage
from the territory since Israel resumed the
war.The military said about five were
intercepted. Hamas' military arm claimed
responsibility. Police said a rocket fell in
Ashkelon city and fragments fell in several
other areas. The Magen David Adom
emergency service said one man was
lightly injured. The military later said it
struck a rocket launcher in Gaza.

Israeli strikes overnight into Sunday hit a tent
and a house in the southern city of Khan
Younis, killing five men, five women an
five children, according to Nasser Hospital,
which received the bodies.The body of a
toddler took up one end of an emergency
stretcher. A female journalist was amng the
dead. "My daughter is innocent. She had no
involvement, she loved journalism and
adored it," said her mother, Amal
Kaskeen. Trump wants to end the Gaza

firefighter died in a crash while
seeking to rescue people caught in
the storm.

The National Weather Service said on
Sunday dozens of locations in
multiple states were expected to
reach a “major flood stage,” with
extensive flooding of structures,
roads,
infrastructure possible.In north-
central Kentucky, emergency

issue. He is in a hurry, and that is clear from
this morning," said Mohammad Abdel-
Hadi, cousin of a woman killed.

Israeli shelling killed at least four people in
the Jabaliya refugee camp in northern Gaza,
according to Gaza's Health Ministry. The
bodies of seven people, including a child
and three women, arrived at Al-Agsa
Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah,
according to an Associated Press journalist
there.And a strike in Gaza City hit people
waiting outside a bakery and killed at least
six, including three children, according to

world.

bridges and other critical

« Dozens of Palestinians took to the streets in

homes and businesses and submerging
roads.In Frankfort, Kentucky, rescue
crews checking up on residents in the
state capital traversed inundated streets
in inflatable boats. Workers erected
sandbag ramparts to protect homes and
businesses and turned off utilities as
the swollen Kentucky River kept
rising.“As long as I’ve been alive —
and I’'m 52 — this is the worst I've ever
seen it,” said Wendy Quire, the general
manager at the Brown Barrel restaurant
in downtown Frankfort.The river’s
depth had risen above 47 feet Sunday
and was expected to crest above 49 feet
Monday morning to a potentially
record-setting level, according to
Frankfort Mayor Layne Wilkerson.
The city’s flood wall system is
designed to withstand 51 feet of water.

Why is Walmart facing a nationwide boycott
in US Check items and services targeted

world. A week-long boycott of Walmart

in the United States, organized by the
People’s Union USA, began on April 7.
This boycott is the latest in a series of
economic blackouts targeting major
corporations that have rolled back their
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)
programs.The group, which was
founded in February, has previously
initiated similar movements against
companies such as Target, Nestl,
McDonald’s, and Amazon for similar
reasons.The primary reason behind the

current boycott is Walmart’s decision

to eliminate its DEI initiatives, a move
that has drawn the ire of the People’s
Union USA.The People’s Union USA
argues that such corporate actions
undermine progress in promoting
diversity and inclusion in the
workplace.The group believes that

persist as torrential rains lingered over
several states. Tornado watches were in
effect through much of the day Sunday
in parts of Alabama, Georgia and
Florida.For many, there was a sense of
dread.“This flooding is an act of God,”
said Kevin Gordon, a front desk clerk
at the Ashbrook Hotel in downtown
Frankfort. The hotel was open Sunday
and offering discounted stays to
affected locals, but Gordon said it
could eventually be forced to close.

STORMS CUTADEADLY PATH
The 18 reported deaths since the storms

began on Wednesday included 10 in
Tennessee. A 9-year-old boy in
Kentucky was caught up in
floodwaters while walking to catch his
school bus. A 5-year-old boy in
Arkansas died after a tree fell on his
family’s home and trapped him, police
said. A 16-year-old volunteer Missouri

corporate greed and political
corruption are undermining the
nation’s progress. They argue that
consumers, regardless of their political

affiliations, can agree on the need to
challenge these corporate decisions
that harm social progress.After
President Trump resumed office in

officials ordered a mandatory
evacuation for Falmouth and Butler,
towns near the bend of the rising
Licking River. Thirty years ago, the
river reached a record 50 feet (15
meters), resulting in five deaths and
1,000 homes destroyed.The storms
come after the Trump administration
cut jobs at NWS forecast offices,
leaving half of them with vacancy rates
of about 20%, or double the level of a
decade ago.

FLOODS FORCE EVACUATIONS

A northwestern Tennessee town of about
200 people that flooded after a levee
failure in February was almost entirely
underwater on Sunday after the Obion
River overflowed. Domanic Scott went
to check on his father in Rives,
Tennessee, after not hearing from him
in a house where floodwater had
reached the doorsteps.

January, one of his administration's
first actions was to dismantle federal
DEI initiatives. In the wake of this,
several major private companies,
including Meta, Walmart, Amazon,
and Lowe’s, followed suit by
quietly scaling back or even
eliminating their DEI programs.
These corporate decisions sparked
widespread outrage from
advocacy groups.Boycott Scope:
What’s Included?The People’s
Union USA has outlined the
specific areas of Walmart that will
be targeted during the boycott.
Consumers are urged to refrain
from spending money at any
Walmart location or using its online
services, including its mobile apps and
affiliate platforms. Key areas affected
by the boycott include:

the civil defense, which operates under
the Hamas-run government.

Netanyahu visits Trump amid anti-war
protests

Jabaliya for new anti-war protests.
Footage on social media showed people
marching and chanting against Hamas.
Such protests, while rare, have occurred
inrecent weeks.
There is also anger inside Israel over the
war's resumption and its effects on
remaining hostages in Gaza. Families of
hostages along with some of those recently
freed from Gaza and their supporters have
urged Trump to help ensure the fighting
ends.Netanyahu on Monday will meet with
Trump for the second time since Trump
began his latest term in January. The prime
minister said they would discuss the war
and the new 17% tariff imposed on Israel,
part of a sweeping global decision by the
U.S.

Hypocrites': Indian-origin
techie confronts Microsoft
bosses, quits over Gaza

An Indian-American software engineer

confronted Microsoft's current and past CEOs - Satya
Nadella, Steve Ballmer, and Bill Gates - at Microsoft’s
headquarters, accusing them of using the company's
technology to aid "genocide in Gaza."
“Shame on you all. You’re all hypocrites,”
she was escorted out of the hall, while some of the
employees gathered at the 50th anniversary event
started booing.As the three top faces of Microsoft bore
a stupefied gaze, the employee, Vaniya Agrawal, said:
“50,000 Palestinians in Gaza have been murdered with
Microsoft technology. How dare you. Shame on all of
you for celebrating on their blood. Cut ties with
Israel.” After Vaniya was shown the doors, Gates gave a
nonchalant smile before continuing with the discussion.
“I think Steve and I almost cared too much, and our life
was the company, and Satya has this ability to care as
much as we did, but with more of a team,” he went on.
Following the confrontation, Vaniya dropped a scathing
resignation letter, stating that her last day at the office
would be April 11. She said she could no longer be part
of an organisation that empowers "oppressors" instead
of the oppressed.In a lengthy letter, Vaniya claimed that
Microsoft was "complicit" in Israel's military campaign
against Gaza."Microsoft cloud and Al enable the Israeli
military to be more lethal and destructive in Gaza. It is
undeniable that Microsoft’s Azure cloud offerings and

she shouted as

Al developments form the technological backbone of
Israel’s automated apartheid and genocide systems,"
she stated in the letter, accessed by The Verge.

"All this begs the question, which “people” are we
empowering with our technology? The oppressors
enforcing an apartheid regime? The war criminals
committing a genocide? Unfortunately, at this point, it’s
irrefutable that Microsoft is complicit - they are a digital
weapons manufacturer that powers surveillance,
apartheid, and genocide. And by working for this
company, we are all complicit," she further wrote,
detailing her reasons for walking out of the company.

Trump and Netanyahu to discuss tariffs,
Iran, hostages in their second

Florida. President Donald Trump plans to
meet with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Monday in what would be
their second White House sit-down since
Trump's return to office.The wvisit,
confirmed by a White House official and
Netanyahu's office Saturday, comes as
Israel deploys troops in a new security
corridor across Gaza to pressure the Hamas
militant group. Netanyahu's defence
minister has said Israel will seize large
areas of the territory and add them to its so-
called security zones.Last month, Israel
shattered the ceasefire with a surprise
bombardment in Gaza after trying to
pressure Hamas to accept proposed new
terms for the ceasefire, a move supported
by the White House. Hundreds of
Palestinians have since been killed.Israel
has pledged to escalate the war in Gaza
until Hamas returns the remaining hostages
seized in the October 7, 2023, attack that
sparked the war, disarms and leaves the
territory. Israel has also halted all supplies
of food, fuel and humanitarian aid into
Gaza.Netanyahu's office, in a statement on

social media, said he and Trump would
discuss "the tariff issue, the efforts to return
our hostages, Israel-Turkey relations, the
Iranian threat and the battle against the
International Criminal Court." Israel |

faces a 17 per cent tariff. Netanyahu is ~

wanted by the court for alleged crimes
against humanity in Gaza. The US isnot a
member of the court.In February,
Netanyahu became the first foreign
leader invited to the White House during
Trump's second term. Their meeting
focused on Israel's war with Hamas and
the next steps as a ceasefire deal took
hold.At a joint news conference
afterward, Trump made the surprise
proposal that displaced Palestinians in
Gaza be permanently resettled outside the
territory and the United States take
"ownership" in redeveloping the area into
"the Riviera of the Middle East."
Palestinians objected to leaving their
homeland, and Arab nations and rights
groups sharply criticised the idea.

That February meeting gave Netanyahu a
chance to remind the world of the Trump

administration's support for Israel, defend
the conduct of the war and distract from

political pressures back home.

Those pressures have only grown as Israelis
protest both the lack of a deal to bring
remaining hostages home from Gaza and
Netanyahu's moves to fire the head of the
country's domestic security agency and its
attorney general. He also faces calls to
accept responsibility for his role in failing
to prevent the October 7 attack.

In a statement Saturday, relatives of hostages
held in Gaza pleaded with Trump to "please

meeting

use all your power to pressure Netanyahu to
end this war and bring our hostages back
now.""We are addressing President Trump:
Netanyahu is lying when he says that
military pressure will bring back the
abductees. The only way to quickly return
all the abductees is to end the war and return
them all in one fell swoop," Ifat Calderon,
aunt of hostage Ofer Calderon, said in Tel
Aviv, Israel.Hamas says it will only release
the remaining 59 hostages — 24 of whom
are believed to be alive — in exchange for
the release of more Palestinian prisoners, a
lasting ceasefire and an Israeli pullout from
Gaza.The October 7 attack on southern
Israel killed about 1,200 people, mostly
civilians. Some 251 hostages were taken,
most of them since released in ceasefire
agreements and other deals.More than
50,000 Palestinians have been killed in
Gaza as part of Israel's offensive, according
to Gaza's Health Ministry, which doesn't
say whether those killed are civilians or
combatants. Israel says it has killed around
20,000 militants, without providing
evidence.
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IPL 2025: Sourav
Ganguly praises GT coach
Ashish Nehra after
thumping win vs SRHa

New Delhi. Gujarat Titans hammered
Sunrisers Hyderabad on Sunday, April 6, in
the Indian Premier League. Gujarat
dominated with both bat and ball and handed
the hosts a 7-wicket loss at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium. After the game,
former India captain Sourav Ganguly heaped
praise on GT head coach Ashish Nehra.

In a post that has now gone viral, Ganguly
praised Nehra's tremendous game sense in
the match against Hyderabad. Ganguly also
lauded Gujarat's process, which has seen
them reach the IPL final twice in the last 3
years."Like the way Gujarat has gone about
their job in the IPL since the first season.
There is a lot of cricketing brain in their team
setup and approach. Ashish Nehra has really
shown his qualities as head coach, with
tremendous game sense,” Sourav Ganguly
wrote on X.IPL2025: SRH vs GT Highlights

Ashish Nehra was one of the youngsters in
Sourav Ganguly's Indian team. Nehra, then a
young speedster, was well known for his
ability to swing the ball in the air and take

wickets in a bunch. Nehra has always spoken
highly of his former captain. In fact, in an
interview back in 2021, Nehra said that he
learnt a lot of things about leadership from
the former India captain.“The most
important thing I would say I learnt from
Sourav Dada was how to keep cool
irrespective of the situation. I was one of
those guys who used to get really upset with
him at times and would show it too. He will
not say anything on the ground that time but
later in the evening he will call me and say
‘arre Ashu, what are you doing?’ Aaja mere
kamre mein,” Nehra had said in a CRED
interview back in 2021.

“Sourav Ganguly truly believed that what
happens on the cricket ground should stay in
the cricket ground. He really knew how to
run a team and was clear about what he
needed from each player and in that bargain,
if some player would be upset or angry with
him, no problem. He would not take it to his
heart,” Nehra had further added.Under
Ashish Nehra's tutelage, Gujarat Titans have
started well this season.

IPL 2025: Ishant Sharma fined
25 per cent match fees for
breach of conduct vs SRH

New Delhi. Fast bowler Ishant Sharma has
been fined for breaching the Indian Premier
League's code of conduct laws in Gujarat
Titans' match against Sunrisers Hyderabad
on Sunday, April 6. Sharma has been slapped
with a hefty 25 per cent fine on his match fees
and has been given one demerit point.

The IPL announced the decision via a
statement on Monday morning, nearly 12
hours after the conclusion of the game. Ishant
did not have a good time against SRH in
Hyderabad, giving away 53 runs in his 4
overs, which was nearly 30 per cent of SRH's
total runs yesterday."Ishant Sharma, Bowler,
Gujarat Titans, has been fined 25 per cent of
his match fees and has also accumulated one
demerit point for breaching the IPL Code of
Conduct during his team’s match against
Sunrisers Hyderabad at the Rajiv Gandhi

International Stadium, Hyderabad on
Sunday," the IPL release said."Ishant Sharma
admitted to the Level 1 offence under Article
2.2 and accepted the Match Referee’s
sanction. For Level 1 breaches of the Code of
Conduct, the Match Referee’s decision is
final and binding," it further added.

Article 2.2 is part of BCCI’s Code of Conduct
for Players and Team Officials and deals with
the “Abuse of cricket equipment or clothing,

Behind the scenes at Punjab Kings: Normatec, musculoskeletal
screening and how Shreyas & Co take care of their body

w-Andrew Leipus and Adrian le
Roux, sports physiotherapist and
the strength and conditioning
coach at the franchise, give a
lowdown on the kind of work they
do to get players ready to go
hefore the season starts. They also

give an in-depth account of what
happens immediately after a
match.

CHENNAL. After a hectic last three weeks or

so, Andrew Leipus and Adrian Le Roux can
finally breathe. As is the norm just before the
start of another Indian Premier League (IPL)
season, the pair, head sports physiotherapist
and the strength and conditioning coach at
Punjab Kings, have had to run a battery of
tests on the franchise's players.

"The first two weeks are hectic," Leipus says

overaZoom call. "You have got 25 guys who
are coming in from various parts of the world
with various levels of cricket under their

belt. You have to get to know these guys,
there is the screening process... it's quite
intensive. We have come out of it pretty
well."The screening process Leipus, a
support staff of the men's national team over
two decades ago, conducts is important for
various reasons. "We do a musculoskeletal
screening in order to determine if these guys
are fit on arrival, if they are fit for selection
on arrival. There's a number of
physiotherapy-based tests including
strength, function and control. We firstly
assess ifthey are coming with any injuries
and are fit for selection (upon arrival). If
they are not fit for selection, they don't get
paid basically. That's just fit to play, not fit
to perform. From a physio perspective,
there are a number of things one can do —
concussion testing, cardiac testing, you
don't know where to stop. We cover the
basics that we feel are important."

Le Roux does his own body composition
testing. He also does a strength screening
to look at movement.That, though, is
during the initial weeks. Once games begin,
their area of expertise changes to hydration,
player education apropos urine, getting eight
hours of'sleep and so on.

Studying urine samples of players

Punjab Kings, like a lot of franchises in recent
times, 'did dabble' in studying the urine

deposits of the players but they don't do that
anymore. "What we are testing for is not
going to make a difference in the time frame
of that match," Leipus says. "During Test
cricket, perhaps (it's important to look at the
specific gravity of the urine). In T20, the
game's over in three and a half hours. It's
about making sure your urine is clear before
the match starts."Le Roux, whose time with

the Indian team overlapped with that of
Leipus, chips in during the same Zoom call.
"It's all about player education," the South
African says. "We spend a lot of time with
the players to talk about hydration and sleep.
It doesn't really matter what time the players
go to sleep but the aim is for eight hours of
sleep."Punjab do not have set hydration

IPL 2025: Sai of things to come
for Kishore, Gujarat Titans

Left-arm fingerspinner
continues upwards trajectory
with another match-defining
spell against Sunrisers

Hyderabad

ground equipment or fixtures and fittings
during a match."“Article 2.2 includes any
action(s) outside the course of normal cricket
actions, such as hitting or kicking the wickets
and any action(s) which deliberately (i.e.,
intentionally), recklessly, or negligently (in
either case, even if accidental) results in
damage to the advertising boards, boundary
fences, dressing room doors, mirrors,
windows, and other fixtures and fittings. For
example, this offence may be committed,
without limitation, when a player swings
his/her bat vigorously in frustration and
causes damage to an advertising board," the
rule reads.
Code of Conduct Breaches in IPL 2025
Ishant is not the first player to get fined this
season. So far, a total of 5 players have been
handed punishments.

in this year's edition of the Indian Premier
League. That is not a surprising sentence but
it's actually R Sai Kishore who has, slowly
but surely, stepped out of multiple shadows
to carve out a place for himself.On Sunday
night, no doubt aided by a slow, sluggish
black soil deck in Hyderabad, he once again
showcased his wares to pick up two more
wickets for Gujarat Titans. In 10 previous
matches before this season, he had picked
up only 13 wickets in 10 matches. 2025?
He's already on eight, the best slow bowler
after Noor Ahmad in terms of wickets. In
terms of dot balls, he's already bowled 36,
only behind Varun Chakravarthy in terms of
spinners in this particular metric.If economy
is your thing, he's the third best spinner
behind Chakravarthy and Kuldeep Yadav
(minimum 10 overs).It shows several

Jusprit Bumrah is back: MI's bowling

things. One, he's outbowling his more
illustrious teammate Khan, not an easy thing
to do. But he's also emerged as a solid
wicket-taking option for Titans across the
middle-overs. In the process, he's making up
for lost time.After spending a few years at
Chennai Super Kings where his role was off
the field (he didn't play a single game as he
was below Ravindra Jadeja), the Titans
picked himup. They gave him a few matches
in their debut season in 2022 but he once
again was forced to watch on from the
sidelines in 2023 as they preferred the sexier
wristspin option of Noor Ahmad.A freak
golf injury put paid to his chances halfway

through 2024 but he has upskilled himself
in the interim. In theory, left-arm
fingerspinners aren't as valued as
wristspinners because of the novelty and
mystery aspect. It's why the likes of Yadav
go for big money. Also, considering there's
a steady supply of left-arm fingerspin,
Kishore knew he had to stand out from the
crowd.He's now armed with a carrom ball, a
weapon not usually found in an arsenal of
an SLA. 'To be relevant in T20 cricket, you
have to keep evolving," he told the host
broadcaster after employing the carrom ball
to remove Krunal Pandya against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru. "I have been
practicing it for the last 3-4 years but have
not bowled it anywhere. It is like a carrom
ball so I get more dip on it."The other Sai,
Sudharsan, was all praise for his statemate
when he had come for the post-match press
conference. "He understands the game,
understands the situation and uses his
speeds, angles. I think that is why he's
bowling the way he is."The point about
speeds and angles — think spin as the world
of art colliding with the world of physics —
is something a lot of spinners work with.
Kishore showed why he has become a
master at it. Against Heinrich Klaasen, one
ofthe best batters off spin .

leader returns with season in balance

New Delhi. When Mumbai Indians dropped

the video featuring baby Angad and Sanjana
Ganesan narrating the story of cub who
entered the jungle of IPL, that would have
been a big dopamine hit for Indian cricket
fans. The video showed the star pacer of

Indian cricket make a return to the IPL after |

another battle with injury.As Bumrah was |

away, MI struggled in the competition right
at the start once again. Being 5-time
champions, each of the decisions made by
the team and the performances of players
started to come under the radar.

The biggest point of scrutiny was the bowling

as it missed the zest and guile that had
helped them win the title may times. On
paper, the presence of Trent Boult, Deepak
Chahar and Bumrah meant MI were tipped
to dominate the powerplay overs.However,

apart from the KKR game, that hasn't been
the case as they sit in 8th on the points table.
So Bumrah comes at a time when his side

needs him the most.Bumrah the leader
neededThe happiness in the MI camp could
be best described by that Kieron Pollard
video where the Mumbai batting coach just
lifted the pacer up in the air in delight.
Pollard knows what Bumrah as a leader
brings to this team as he has done in recent
times for the Indian national team.

Having the presence of a Bumrah around an

Ashwani Kumar quickly makes the
Mumbai bowling more potent and
dangerous, something Varun Aaron
explained. The former India pacer stated
that Bumrah the leader is what Mumbai
needs to get back to winning ways.They
really need him back. They need some zest
in their team again because they've not
found the best form at the start of the
tournament.

New Delhi

protocols in place but "we encourage all
players to go to bed fully hydrated, even if it
means having to get up to pass urine in the
night," Leipus says.It's kind of important
because players tend to lose anywhere
between one and three kilos over the four
over period during an IPL game. "It depends
on an individual," Le Roux, who has worked
in the IPL in some capacity during all
seasons, says. "We are fortunate that
most of our games are evening
games. A player might lose, maybe,
1-3 kilos in body weight but that's all
water and that will be replaced quite
. quickly."

‘' Using wellness tech Haaland invests
in

)& Hydration, tough, is just one aspect of
their roles after matches. "We can't
force players to do anything that they
don't feel is relevant to them,"
Leipus says. "A lot of them do ice
baths in the dressing room post-
matches. When they come back to
the hotel, if they have got any niggles, we do
something called an icing-compression
treatment. We had a couple of players on the
normatec (a compression device footballer
Erling Haaland swears by so much he
decided to become an investor in its parent
company)," Leipus says.

R Ashwin's YouTube channel

to not cover remaining (SK
games in [PL 2025

Ravichandran Ashwin's YouTube
channel will not be covering the remaining
matches of Chennai Super Kings, confirmed
the admin on Monday, April 7. Ashwin's
channel, known for its analytical and fun
approach to the game of cricket, was in the
middle of controversy on Saturday when one
of its analysts, Prasanna Agoram, argued that
Noor Ahmad was not needed in the line-
up.Prasanna had argued that due to the
presence of Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja in
the line-up, CSK could use an extra batter in
place of the Afghanistan leg spinner. The
comment did not sit well with many as fans
argued against the axing of the purple cap
holder in the tournament.There was severe
backlash over the comment made by the
former South African analyst Prasanna, who
is also known to be close to Ashwin. On
Monday, the admin, in a statement, made it
clear that Prasanna's views on any matter on
the channel are his own and do not reflect
Ashwin's views in any manner.

"Given the nature of the discussions on this

forum over the last week, we want to be
mindful of how things can be interpreted and
have chosen to step away from covering CSK
games, both previews and reviews, for the rest
of this season," read a note from the admin of
Ashwin's channel."We value the diversity of
perspectives that come through on our shows
and remain committed to ensuring the
conversation stays true to the integrity and
purpose of the platform we've established.
The views expressed by our guests do not
reflect Ashwin's personal opinions," itadded.

After Chennai Super Kings' loss against Delhi

Capitals on Saturday, head coach Stephen
Fleming was asked about the controversy. An
agitated Fleming was quick to shut down the
comments, stating that he did not know
Ashwin had a YouTube channel.

SRH's bowling and not batting hurting them
the most in IPL 2025: Ambati Rayudu

(T defeated SRH BY 7 wickets

«Rayudu feels that SRH are
defensive with their bowling

«ORH will now face PBKS on
Saturday, April 12

New Delhi. Ambati Rayudu feels that it is
Sunrisers Hyderabad's bowling that is
hurting them the most in the IPL 2025 season
rather than their batting after the loss to
Gujarat Titans on Sunday, April 6. SRH lost
their 4th game on the trot on Sunday as GT
defeated them by 7 wickets after a clinical
performance.Once again, the famed hard-
hitting batting order failed to deliver as
Travis Head, Abhishek Sharma and Ishan
Kishan returned to the pavilion without

much impact. Despite posting a target of 152,
SRH started with the ball brilliantly as they
dismissed Sai Sudharsan and Jos Buttler
early. However, they let the game slip in the
middle overs once again as Washington

Sundar and Shubman Gill ensured GT
reached the target with 7 wickets to
spare.This has been a recurring theme for
SRH as seen in their losses to LSG, DC and
KKR as the bowling lacked any teeth in it.

Speaking to ESPN Cricinfo, Rayudu said
that Hyderabad lacks a good bowler who can
come in and make an impact in the middle
overs and tighten the screws.

IPL2025: SRH vs GT Highlights

"I think it's more their bowling, I feel, than
their batting. Because in the middle overs
they don't have anyone who can come and
pick those crucial wickets or put a team
under pressure. Look at how GT has done
with Sai Kishore, Rashid Khan and Prasidh
Krishna. They really tightened the screws,"
said Rayudu.'Can't win IPL with mediocre
middle-over bowling'Rayudu claimed that
SRH doesn't look like a team that can pick up
wickets and they're just being defensive with
their approach. The former CSK batter said
that a team cannot win the IPL with mediocre
middle over bowling."But for SRH, I don't
see them looking to pick wickets. They're
just being defensive and trying to stop the
batter from scoring a boundary. You can't win
the IPL with mediocre middle over bowling.
You need really good bowlers to pick up the
wickets," said Rayudu.
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orfi
Javed

Hides Her Face At The Airport,
Requests Paps Not To Click Her:
'Meri Halat Dekho’

l l orfi Javed, who generally brings her sartorial bests to the airport, was seen

hiding her face from the paps on Saturday, April 5. The social media

sensation, accompanied by her team, was seen repeatedly asking the
paparazzi not to click her.Uorfi chose a casual look for her airport OOTD. She
paired her loose and comfy T-shirt with a denim jacket. She wore a cap,
sunglasses and left her hair loose when paps spotted her. Uorfi, who is usually
pap-friendly, was seen hiding a part of her face with her hair and her jacket. She
repeatedly asked them not to click her and quickly got inside her car, Watch the
video here:Fans took to the comment box and started guessing why Uorfi was
hiding her face. While some wondered if the Follow Kar Lo Yaar star underwent

botox or face surgery, others pointed out why the paps chose to keep clicking
despite her asking not to.

Uorfi is known for bold statements and unique style statements. At the India Today
Conclave in 2023, she admitted to cash in on her sexuality. She said, “We never
blame men and say your gaze is wrong, but it’s always me who’s blamed. [ admit
[ am capitalising on my sexualisation, but it is not something new. Movies and
directors have been doing it for ages. The point is that they sexualise women in
their movies, yet it is women who bear the backlash while the directors and the
producers are making money. | wanted to take charge and sexualise myself and
make my own money."Uorfi Javed is known for experimenting with her style
like no one else. From creating dresses out of safety pins to using phones and

even pizzas, her fashion game is truly beyond conventional.

German Vacation Was All About Fun
~ And Family Moments
3B
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heartwarming picture showed Vayu
clutching his travel bag. She gave fans a
peek at the baked German treats and
chocolate delicacies the family enjoyed
during the trip. Her travel diary also
featured a photo of Villa Prym.Fans
quickly flooded the comment section with
love. One Instagram user wrote, “Cute
fam." Another commented, “Vayu with a
suitcase! Too cute." Someone else shared,
“Beautiful family."Sonam and Anand
welcomed their son Vayu in August 2022,
The couple got married in May 2018 in a
lavish ceremony held in Mumbai.Sonam
was last seen in the thriller Blind, marking
her return to acting after a long break.
Directed by Shome Makhija, the film also
starred Purab Kohli and Vinay Pathak in

onam Kapoor, a travel enthusiast and
self-proclaimed foodie, recently took a
short trip to Germany with her husband
and Ahuja and their son, Vayu Kapoor
huja. Sharing highlights on Instagram,
the Raanjhanaa actress delighted fans with
a series of pictures from their time in
Constanz, Germany. In her caption, she
rote, “March you were wonderful, so
eful."The first few images captured a
et moment between Sonam and her son
dst lush greenery. Another showed the
ic beauty of Cherry Blossom Avenue
onn.A subsequent post included a
0 of Anand Ahuja and Vayu enjoying a
aceful day in the pool. In another clip,
¢ Vayu was seen running joyfully
gh the streets of Germany with his
er.Sonam also shared a glimpse of the

foric Freiburg Cathedral. One nextintheperiod drama.

key roles.She is reportedly set to appear

‘Pata Hai Main Kaun Hoon?’: Esha Deol
And Malaia Parekh Tease Pas

ollywood actress Esha Deol and Malaika

Parekh, wife of actor Zayed Khan, were

recently spotted attending Laila Khan
Furniturewala’s ‘Untamed Heart’ solo exhibition.
The event, showcasing the artist’s latest works,
drew a massive crowd. Following the duo’s visit
to the exhibition, Esha and Malaika were captured
by the paparazzi in Bandra. Several pictures and
videos of the two have surfaced online.In a video
that’s going viral on social media, Esha Deol and
Malaika Parekh are seen posing for the paps. As
the cameras flashed, Malaika playfully teased the
photographers. In the clip, she is heard asking,
“Aapko pata hai main kaun hoon?" To this, a
paparazzo quickly replied, “Aap Zayed Khan sir
kiwife ho." Esha added, *“Malaika."

For the exhibition, Esha looked super chic in a
stylish outfit. The actress rocked a fitted off-
shoulder gown with leafy patterns in shades of red
and green. She completed the look with a green
bracelet, golden earrings, a black clutch and
minimal glam. Her open hair and minimal
accessories showed she knows how to keep it
classy and cool.

Meanwhile, Malaika went for a beige dress with a
mandala print. She paired it with golden
accessories, a matching bracelet and a black
clutch. Her wavy locks were left open.

Zayed Khan tied the knot with Malaika Parekh in
2005. The couple welcomed their first son,
Zidaan, in 2008, and became parents again in
2011 with the birth of Aariz.On the professional
front, Esha Deol was last seen in Tumko Meri
Kasam. Directed by Vikram Bhatt, the family
drama hit theatres on March 21. Alongside Esha,
the film starred Adah Sharma, Anupam Kher and
Ishwak Singh. It’s loosely inspired by the life of
Dr. Ajay Murdia, the founder of Indira IVF, a
well-known national chain of fertility clinics.

Stree 2 Director Amar Kaushik
Says He 'Lost Sleep' Over
Rajkummar Rao Starrer: 'Gaali
Khaane Ke Liye...

fter the massive success of Stree 2, director

Amar Kaushik is finally catching his breath.

The horror-comedy sequel, which dominated
the box office in 2024 and garnered praise from
critics and audiences alike, catapulted the filmmaker
into the spotlight once again. But behind the glowing
reviews and record-breaking numbers was a
production process filled with immense pressure,
sleepless nights, and sky-high expectations.In a
candid conversation with Komal Nahta on his
YouTube show Game Changers, Amar opened up
about life post-Stree 2. When asked if anything had
changed since the film’s release, he replied, “There
hasn’t been any drastic change. The film was made
under extreme pressure—it was preponed, and so
many things happened. So now I'm just trying to
relax for 3—4 months. People’s expectations have
increased, asking when the next film is coming, but
['m not letting it get to my head.”

He continued, explaining how the pressure of making a
sequel weighed heavily on the entire team. “Sequels
are always judged harshly," he admitted. “My writer
Niren Bhatt and I kept telling ourselves, ‘Be ready to
getcriticised. Now let’s just focus on reducing that as
much as possible.™

A major stress point came during post-production.
“With VFX, you're not doing the work
directly—you’re giving instructions and managing
timelines. And when you realise there’s a lot of work
left but very little time, it hits you hard. We didn’t
sleep properly for the last 2-3 months before the
release."”

Now that Stree 2 is out and thriving, Kaushik is finally
taking time to decompress. “After the release, ['ve
started sleeping well," he said with a smile, adding
that he’s currently not rushing into another project to
avoid burnout and creative fatigue.Part of Maddock
Films® expanding horror universe, Stree 2 brought
back fan-favorite characters played by Shraddha
Kapoor, Rajkummar Rao, Aparshakti Khurana,
Abhishek Banerjee, and Pankaj Tripathi. The film
also featured headline-making cameos by Akshay
Kumar and Tamannaah Bhatia, which added extra
spice to the already star-studded cast.

Following in the footsteps of its 2018 predecessor,
Stree 2 emerged as one of the highest-grossing films
of the year, earning 597.99 crore domestically and
857.15 crore worldwide.As for what’s next, Amar
Kaushik is content letting the audience relish Stree 2
a little longer while he recharges. “I'm not taking the
pressure of ‘“what’s next” on my head right now." he
said. And with good reason—after delivering one of
the year’s biggest blockbusters under intense
conditions, the director has more than earned his rest.
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