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Haryana’s rising debt set
to catch up with Punjab

The Budgets of 2025-26 for Haryana and Punjab
were presented in March, with outlays of Rs
2,05,017 crore and Rs 2,36,080 crore,
respectively. Haryana shows an increase of 13.7
per cent compared to 8.38 per cent in the previous
year’s revised estimate (RE). On the other hand,
Punjab shows an increase of 4.8 per cent compared
to 15.05 per cent the previous year.

The Haryana Budget speech created a buzz with the
announcement of a new Department of Future, a
hub for innovation and entrepreneurship and a
Sankalp Authority to control the drug menace.
Comparatively, the Punjab Budget emphasises
eradicating the drug menace on a war footing,
support for sports, health and education.The
department-wise budget in Haryana is skewed in
favour of industries and commerce, with increases
in allocation by more than twofold, followed by a
39 per cent increase for town and country
planning, 36 per cent for agriculture allied
activities, 30 per cent for panchayats and rural
development and 28 per cent for social welfare.
Health, education and police have got moderate
increases from 7 to 12 per cent. The allocation for
the public health and public works departments
remains almost unchanged, while it has decreased
for energy by about 25 per cent.

The Punjab Budget is not explicit in department-
wise allocation but gives bifurcation for main
items like salary, pension and devolution for local
rural and urban bodies.The major concern in the
Haryana Budget is that repayment of interest,
salaries, pensions, devolution to rural and urban
bodies, and power subsidies together account for
65 per cent of total revenue expenditure (RE) — or
76 per cent of revenue receipts (RR). Besides, as
much as 15 per cent of the RRs is used in social
security pensions. The remaining revenue
expenditure is managed by only 10 per cent of RRs
and arevenue deficit (RD) of Rs 20,600 crore.

Further, the implementation of the Lado Laxmi
Yojana of Rs 2,100 per month for women is still
looming large on the state budget.In Punjab, the
above five items of expenditure account for about
82 per cent of the total RE or 99 per cent of the
RRs. The remaining RE, including social security
pensions, is managed by 1 per cent of the RRs and
the RD 0of Rs 23,957 crore. The Rs 1,000 support to
housewives is still a headache for Punjab.

The projected capital expenditure (CE) in Haryana is
Rs 20,812 crore, which will come from
borrowings net of RD and repayment of debt
instalments of Rs 35,788 crore in 2025-26.

Similarly, in Punjab, the CE of Rs 10,302 crore
during 2025-26 will be from the borrowings net of
RD and debt repayment to the extent of Rs 18,199
crore.Surprisingly, the debt repayment of Punjab
in 2025-26 is about half of Haryana despite its
higher outstanding debt. Even the interest
payment by Haryana is more than that of Punjab.
One of the reasons may be that the loans availed of
by Punjab may be long-term ones compared to the
recent short-duration loans by Haryana. This fact
has been kept under the veneer by Haryana’s lower
debt to GSDP (Gross State Domestic Product)
ratio, as discussed next. It indicates the need to
probe debt management by Haryana.The debts of
Punjab and Haryana are Rs 3,82,935 crore and Rs
3,17,257 crore, respectively, as of March 31, 2025.
From March 2015 to March 2025, Punjab’s debt
increased by about 3.4 times compared to the rise
by 4.5 times in Haryana. This means Punjab has
tried to check the debt, but its increase is still
unchecked in Haryana. However, it is
camouflaged in terms of the lower debt-GSDP of
Haryana at 26 per cent than the 33.1 per cent
allowed under the FRBM ( Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management) Act, whereas Punjab’s
debt-GSDP ratio is about 45 per cent.It is to be
noted that this illusion has been created due to a
2.78 times increase in the GSDP of Haryana at
current prices compared to just 2.2 times in Punjab
during the above period. Those familiar with the
economy of Haryana may have observed some
green spots in Gurugram and along the GT Road,
but the rest of Haryana’s economy is static,
especially in industry.

The Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025, has

Shun toxic mix of religion, politics

One need not be a ‘Hindu’ or ‘Muslim’ to experience religiosity that's free from diktats of priestcraft

I am getting increasingly afraid of what is generally being
perceived as religion. Whenever there is a religious
festival, be it Eid or Ram Navami, I become terribly
nervous. I begin to fear that this festive moment might be
turned into its opposite with communal violence, hate
speech, cleverly designed political engineering and
stimulation of toxic/militant identities. Likewise, I fear
whenever some politicians remind us that ‘our religion is
indanger’, and it must be protected from our ‘enemies’.

In fact, I fear that what we perceive as religion, far from
broadening our horizons and making us kind and
compassionate, might spread hatred, division and
violence. Am I then anti-religion? Or, don’t I have any
religiosity of life? I assume that there are many who are
asking these questions. Let us, therefore, go deeper.

To begin with, it is important to accept the fact that, for most
of us, the way we practise religion is essentially an
imitative group behaviour. Because of the ‘accident’ of
birth in a particular community, most of us are socialised
in a way that we are conditioned to think and act like
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Jains, Buddhists,
etc.We hardly choose our religion. The acceptance of this
conditioning as something ‘natural’ leads us to imitate
what other members of our religious community do. We
follow the diktats of priestcraft almost blindly; we quote
the scriptures mechanically; we become ritualistic; and
we think that ours is the only way.

This conditioning has two dangers. First, it is inherently
divisive and violent. I am a ‘Hindu’; you are a ‘Muslim’;
and hence, our paths can never meet! Second, we tend to
surrender our own quest, or our own creative agency. We
tend to accept — almost blindly and mechanically —
what our community members regard as ‘normal’. In a
way, we are compelled to follow the same rituals, quote
the same scriptures and visit the same ‘holy’ sites! Well,
religion as some sort of imitative mass behaviour gives us
a sense of psychic security — the pleasure of a “we
feeling”. However, it also creates the ground for
communal violence: the hatred towards the ‘other’.

It is, therefore, not surprising that the mass sentiment
associated with this sort of religion can easily be used and
manipulated for what we are witnessing in our times —the
politics of hyper-nationalism and religious
fundamentalism. If we think deeply, we realise that there
is no deeper quest in this sort of heavily politicised
religion; there is no peace or warmth. Instead, this sort of
religion asks us to be perpetually angry, find our ‘enemies’
everywhere and erect huge walls of separation.Isn’t it sad
that in the land of Buddha, Kabir and Guru Nanak, we are
witnessing the ugly manifestation of this sort of
politicised and toxic religion? While a group of politicians
promotes it, there are self-proclaimed babas and gurus

sparked a storm of protest from Muslim
organisations across the country. The All
India Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) has called the Act
unconstitutional, vowing to challenge it §
legally in the Supreme Court and launch a
nationwide agitation to seek a repeal of the
Act. At the heart of the opposition lies the
inclusion of non-Muslim members in Waqf }
boards and the Central Waqf Council —
seen as a dilution of Muslim control over

religious endowments. More troubling, §
however, is the provision empowering the
government to determine the ownership of
Waqf properties in the absence of
documents, raising fears of arbitrary
takeover of historical religious sites.The board is
especially critical of political parties like the JD(U),
TDP and LJP (Ramvilas), which, despite their secular

The awqaf (plural of Waqf) represent endowments
made by individual Muslims of private land for
public, religious and charitable purposes. Wagf in
India has a chequered history dating back to the
Sultanate period, though its modern legal framework
is more closely rooted in the colonial era. The British
feared that any kind of economic autonomy could
make Muslims dangerous. There are, generally, two
kinds of awqaf — one for the upkeep of relatives and
children (Waqf alal-Aulad) and the other in the
names of god (Waqf alal-Allah) — though both are,
ultimately, for public, religious and charitable works.

Once a Waqf is declared, it cannot be alienated in any
form. The British thought that Waqf, particularly for
children, was a ‘a perpetuity of the worst and the
most pernicious kind’ in order to circumvent
property laws, while forgetting the old adage that
charity begins at home.However, the Mussalman
Wagqf Validating Act of 1913 enshrined the Waqf law
recognising Waqf alal-Aulad. The management of
awqaf should be an internal matter for the Muslim
community as long as it does not violate the law of
the land. But like the British, the Government of
India also sought to regulate the awqaf through the
1954 Act and subsequent central and state acts and
amendments, including he current and most
pernicious one.Section 2 of the Waqf Amendment
Bill, 2025 has substituted the word ‘Waqf” from the
1995 Act with the phrase ‘Unified Waqf
Management, Empowerment, Efficiency and
Development’. The acronym is almost UwWMEED,
which means hope in Urdu, and therein lies the
sadistic rub. Kiren Rijiju, who tabled the Bill,
claimed that it represents “anew hope, anew dawn.”

But who is this UwMEED for? For a community that
has been the target of vigilantism and mob
lynchings? For those who have remained silent

l N W e e

who legitimise it. And this sort of unholy alliance between
religion and politics creates an environment conducive to
the growth of potentially authoritarian or fascist
personalities.We tend to believe that kindness or cross-
religious conversation is a sort of weakness; and it is only
a hyper-masculine or authoritarian leader who can
‘protect’ the ‘purity’ of our religion, and save us from the
‘enemies’ we have constructed.It is equally important to
realise that this discomfort with what is being perceived or
practised as religion in our times does not mean that our
existence has to be merely a dry, technical or
mathematical enterprise. Yes, there is mystery; there is
wonder; there is uncertainty; and there is a longing for
something that transcends our embodied existence.

Isn’t it a matter of wonder that a tiny blue flower blooms in

silence, or the sun’s rays illumine the amazingly beautiful
Himalayan peak? Possibly, our religiosity is about this
poetic wonder — this realisation that we find ourselves
amid this beauty. Possibly, with this wonder and gratitude,
a poet like Walt Whitman wrote: “To me every hour of the
light and dark is a miracle.”Or, think of what we,
irrespective of our social/economic position, experience
every day — the transitory nature of everything. There is
sunrise, and there is sunset. There is youthfulness, and

Fight not over yet
Punjab must go beyond political optics
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claims, voted for the Bill. The AIMPLB also sees the
legislation as a deliberate move to weaken Muslim
institutions under the guise of reform. It plans to fight it

How new Wagqf law undermines Muslim rights

Does the BJP envisage a future where there will be no highly qualified Muslims or Muslim specialists in various fields, including politics

despite provocations, while prominent BJP members
spew hatred? For those whose homes are bulldozed
without due process and whose mosques are covered
in funereal shrouds during Hindu religious festivals?
For those journalists, students, lawyers, doctors and
others who dare to question the government? For
those shopkeepers and small businessmen who have
to change their shop’s location or its name if it is not
clearly written that it’s a ‘Muslim-owned’ business?
For those who wore black bands during prayers to
protest the amended Act and were subsequently
arrested while Rs 2-lakh bonds were demanded from
them?The amended Act is nothing less than a cruel
legal axe — no, a bulldozer — to demolish any
remaining hope that Muslims have in the courts, laws
and institutions of India.Perhaps, due to the BJP’s
relatively weaker mandate, The Waqf Amendment

‘. fA‘

Bill was put through a joint parliamentary
committee. However, most of the counterpoints
given by the opposition and Muslim individuals and
organisations were ignored. The marathon sessions
in both Houses of Parliament were nothing more than
illusions of due process.Leading up to the tabling of
the Bill and in its aftermath, people have been
debating the sublime to the absurd. Is this a
masterstroke of coalition politics? Is the Bill a much-
needed correction to massive corruption in the
awqaf? Does the Waqf find precedent in the Quran
and are those ahadith or statements of the Prophet
that support the creation of awqaf reliable or weak
narrations? Are awqaf religious in their nature? Are
the main waqifs — those who endow the trusts —
mostly elite ‘ashraf” male Muslims and, so, is this a
much-needed corrective to restore balance to women

there is ageing. There is life, and there is death. Nothing
remains the same forever. If we truly realise and
internalise it, how is it possible to retain our egotistic
pride?Possibly, the realisation of impermanence leads to
the lightness of being. This is humility or humbleness. In a
way, our existence is teaching us that the religiosity of life
is about wonder, mystery, gratitude, humility, love and
compassion. And from this realisation, I assume,
emanates our finest prayers: the prayers that inspire us to
overcome the trap of the egotistic pride, acknowledge that
not everything is under our control, and we are not the
masters of the universe.Call it whatever you like —
poetic, divine or spiritual. The fact is that this sort of
experiential religiosity is refreshingly free from the
diktats of priestcraft, or the boundaries of organised
religions. One need not be a ‘Hindu’ or a ‘Muslim’ to
experience it. One just needs to decondition one’s mind
and look at the universe with openness.

As a teacher/educator, I have always felt that we need to
initiate a meaningful conversation with young minds so
that they can cultivate their critical faculty, see through the
politics of organised religions as well as soulless
scientism, and experience the rhythm of life and death
with love, humility and gratitude.

legally and politically, through street-level
campaigns and democratic mobilisation. A
phased agitation will involve outreach to
minority bodies, jurists, Opposition parties and
the public at large.

However, the government maintains the changes
are aimed at transparency and curbing
corruption. Minority Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju has defended the move as necessary
reform. But many in the Muslim community
fear it is part of a broader strategy to erode
autonomy of their religious affairs. With
Muslims forming 14 per cent of the population,
the law has struck a nerve, potentially stoking
communal resentment. If the government does
not engage in inclusive dialogue, the
confrontation could deepen societal divides.

The fight, clearly, is not over yet. And this time, it’s not

just about property. It's about rights, representation and

respect.

and OBC and SC Muslims? Should the post of
mutawwalis or managers of the trusts be abolished
and does endowing a Wagqf for relatives and family
constitute charity?

In any other circumstances, these would be important
questions, but they all detract from and obscure
fundamental issues. They assume that the BJP’s
intent is to uplift the lot of Muslims. As a number of
MPs pointed out, the fact that the BJP does not have
even a single Muslim MP speaks volumes about its
intention. Sections 10 and 12 of the new Act which
amend Sections 9 and 14 of the 1995 Act illustrate
the BJP’s mala fides and hypocrisy.

The unamended Act stipulated that four people of
national eminence in the fields of administration
and management, financial management,
engineering or architecture or medicine, two
members of the Lower House of Parliament and one
member of the Upper House, retired judges of the
Supreme Court or high courts and an advocate of

national eminence all be Muslim in order to be
members of the Central Waqf Council and also the
board. In other words, it was assumed that Muslims
would be well represented in all of these spheres of
life.

In the amended Act, the only Muslims who are
included in the council are representatives of Muslim
organisations, chairpersons of boards — though
CEOs can now be non-Muslims — a person to
represent high value awqaf with an income of over
Rs 5 lakh per annum and three scholars of Muslim
personal law and theology. That is, the BJP has even
done away with representation in organisations that
fall under Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution,
which permit communities to set up and administer
their own religious and educational organisations.
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Sensex up 1,600 points:
Which stocks are driving the
rally on Dalal Street

New Delhi. Dalal Street continued its upward surge as
it extended the early trade rally into the afternoon
session with Sensex and Nifty jumping over 2%.

While Sensex jumped over 1,600 points, the Nifty

gained almost 500 points, staging a comeback from
the stock market crash on Monday.The S&P BSE
Sensex was up 1,586.69 points to 74,724.59, while
the NSE Nifty50 added 486.10 points to 22,647.70 as
of 1 pm.Markets saw a rebound from yesterday's
crash as they staged a robust recovery as no stocks on
the Sensex of Nifty50 traded in red in the afternoon
session.

TOP GAINERS ON SENSEX

Titan led the remarkable rally with a gain of 4.48%.
Zomato and Infosys followed closely, both surging
3.93%, while Larsen & Toubro (L&T) climbed
3.88%. State Bank of India (SBI) rounded out the top
performers with an impressive 3.57% increase.

Tech Mahindra showed strong momentum, rising
3.21%, while Bajaj Finance and HCLTech advanced
3.16% and 3.15% respectively.Bharti Airtel and
Bajaj Finserv both gained 3.02%, reflecting the
broad-based nature of today's rally. Axis Bank, Asian
Paints, and Tata Motors all posted gains above 2%,
while heavyweight Reliance Industries rose 2.31%.

ALLIN GREEN ONNIFTY

Shriram Finance emerged as the top performer on the
Nifty, posting an impressive gain of 4.80%.

Titan followed closely with a robust increase 0f4.27%,
while Infosys (Infy) rallied 3.94%. Larsen & Toubro
(L&T) also showed significant strength, climbing
3.76%, and Zomato rounded out the top five gainers
with a solid rise of 3.60%.In a broad-based market
rally, all sectoral indices surged on Nifty, with Nifty

IT leading the charge with an impressive gain of

3.08%.Nifty Consumer Durables followed closely,
climbing 3.00%, while Nifty Oil & Gas advanced
2.33%. Nifty Media rose 2.45%, and Nifty Pharma
jumped 2.29%. The positive sentiment extended to
the financial sector with Nifty Financial Services
gaining 2.12% and Nifty Private Bank rising 1.61%.

Nifty FMCG posted a solid 2.10% increase, while
Nifty PSU Bank surged 2.65%. Nifty Healthcare
Index and Nifty Auto also performed strongly,
advancing 2.16% and 1.80% respectively. Nifty
Metal climbed 1.81%, while Nifty Realty gained
2.34%. In the broader market,

India Likely To Outperform
Global Markets Despite
Uncertainties: NSE CEQ

Mumbai. India is expected to perform better than
most global markets in the coming months, even
amid growing international uncertainties,
Ashishkumar Chauhan, CEO and MD of the
National Stock Exchange (NSE), said on Tuesday.

He attributed this confidence to India’s steady
economic framework, strong leadership, and
evolving bilateral trade dynamics.The NSE chief
noted that India has shown resilience compared to
other global markets over the past week.While
several international indices have experienced sharp
declines -- such as the Hong Kong Stock Exchange
falling by 13 per cent, Indian markets have
demonstrated relative strength, rebounding after a
modest drop and maintaining stability," Chauhan
told IANS.“India has been in relatively calm waters
even as global markets face turbulence. Our
policymakers and leaders have carefully steered us
away from volatility, and if this momentum
continues, we will likely do much better than the rest
of the world,” he added.He also highlighted the
growing shift from multilateral to bilateral trade
engagements, which is expected to benefit Indian
companies both domestically and abroad.

"The strengthening relationship between India and the
US, particularly at the leadership level, is seen as a
positive force that will further support the Indian
economy and markets," NSE CEO told [ANS.

“India’s own growth momentum -- hovering around
6.5 to 7 per cent -- continues to make it the fastest-
growing economy in the world. We are on track to
overtake Germany and become the third-largest
economy either this year or next,” Chauhan
mentioned.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana (PMMY) — 10 Years
of empowering Small and
Micro Entrepreneurs

New Delhi. The flagship programme of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi— Pradhan Mantri MUDRA
Yojana (PMMY) — marks 10 years of its launch on
April 8, 2025. The programme was launched with
the objective to fund the unfunded micro enterprises
and small businesses “that face significant
challenges in accessing formal institutional credit”.
The loans are dispersed through banks, NBFCs,
MFTIs, and other financial institutions.Ever since its
launch in April 2015, the Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana has sanctioned over 52 crore loans worth Rs
32.61 lakh crore. Under PMMY, eligible candidates
are entitled to get collateral-free loans up to Rs 10
lakh for non-corporate and non-farm income-
generating activities.

While announcing the Budget 2024-25, the
government increased the loan limit to Rs 20 lakh.
The new came into effect on October 24, 2024.The
women applicants have been given a total of Rs 8.49
lakh crore under Shishu Category, Rs 4.90 lakh crore
under Kishor, and Rs 0.85 lakh crore under the Tarun
category. The minority borrowers were sanctioned
loans amounting to Rs 1.25 lakh crore under Shishu,
Rs 1.32 lakh crore under Kishor, and Rs 0.50 lakh
crore under Tarun.

The Shishu category recorded 8.21 crore accounts
with a sanctioned amount of Rs 2.24 lakh crore and
Rs2.201akh crore disbursed.

The Kishor category registered 2.05 crore accounts
through which Rs 4.09 lakh crore was sanctioned
and Rs 3.89 lakh crore disbursed.

The Tarun category under Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana recorded 45 lakh accounts with a sanctioned
amount of Rs 3.96 lakh crore and Rs 3.83 lakh crore
disbursed.

Trump's tariff war may backfire, says
JPMorgan CEO, urges stronger India ties

JPMorgan CEO, Jumie
Dimon, explained that
higher costs of imported
goods would affect
consumers, while increased
demand for local products

could also drive prices up.
.

New Delhi Jamie Dimon, CEO of

arecession.

According to Dimon, the recent decisions
to impose tariffs are likely to raise
prices across the board. He explained
that higher costs of imported goods
would affect consumers, while
increased demand for local products
could also drive prices up. This, he said,
would put pressure on both businesses
and households.

“The recent tariffs will likely increase
inflation and are causing many to
consider a greater probability of a
recession,” Dimon wote in his letter.

He warned that market valuations
continue to be high, even as the global

economy faces several risks. These «Ag for the short-term, we are likely to see
inflationary outcomes, not only on
imported goods but on domestic prices, as

include geopolitical tensions, continued
inflation, large fiscal deficits, and rising

recession does not occur, the economy
could still slow down due to the effects of
tariffs. As costs go up, companies might
pass those costs on to consumers, which
would lead to arise in domestic prices.

JPMorgan Chase & Co, has raised
concerns about US President Donald
Trump's new trade tariffs. In his latest
annual letter to shareholders, Dimon said GROWTH MAY SLOW DOWN EVEN
the tariff move could lead to higher
inflation and might even push the US into  Dimon pointed out that even if a full-blown

to remain very cautious,” he said.

WITHOUT ARECESSION

asset prices. “These significant and
somewhat unprecedented forces cause us

Unified Pension Scheme: Centre studying
global models to manage UPS pool corpus

NEW DELHI. The Finance Ministry is
reviewing how pension funds are
handled in other countries and also
looking at the way India’s Employees'
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO)
manages its large pension corpus,
reported The Economic Times.The
goal is to create proper rules for
investing the extra contribution
made by the government in a
separate pension fund called the
pool corpus under the newly
launched Unified Pension Scheme
(UPS).Under the UPS, which began
in April 2025, central government
employees are promised a fixed
pension after retirement. The
pension money is split into two
parts. One part is the individual
pension fund, where both the employee
and the government contribute 10%
each of the employee’s basic pay and
dearness allowance. The other part is
the pool corpus, where the government
adds another 8.5%. This extra pool
fund would help the government keep

a\

its promise of giving an assured
pension.Employees are free to choose
how their individual fund is invested,
depending on their risk comfort. They
can pick from different options that

include government securities,
balanced schemes with limited equity
exposure, or a default plan.But for the
pool corpus, which is managed entirely
by the government, investment
decisions will be taken by the
government alone, as it carries the
responsibility of making sure the
pension scheme remains financially

strong over time.Since the UPS
guarantees a fixed pension, the Finance
Ministry is being extra cautious about
how the pool corpus is invested. It
wants to make sure that the returns are
steady and safe in the long run.

A senior official said that a final
decision on the investment rules
will be taken soon, and the idea is to
adopt a model that suits India’s
needs best, mentioned the report.

UPSvsNPS

The UPS has been designed to offer
more comfort to employees than the
existing National Pension System
(NPS), which doesn’t promise a
fixed pension. Also, the
government’s total contribution

under UPS 1is higher—18.5%
compared to 14% under NPS.The
employees have the option to continue
with the NPS, or switch to UPS.
However, employees need to be sure
before switching. Once they move
from NPS to UPS, they can’t switch
back.

RBI MPC can cut rate 25 bps tomorrow, 100 hps
in FY26, says SBI; warns of global clouds

Kolkata. When the RBI governor Sanjay
Malhotra announces the decision of the
MPC (Monetary Policy Committee)
meeting on April 9, he is likely to
announce a 25 cut of the Repo Rate —
the second such decision in
consecutive meetings — setting the
interest cycle firmly on a downward
curve, said a report of SBI Research,
while warning of triple pressure points
on the external front. However, one big
relief that the rate cut is likely to
precipitate is the reduction in EMIs on
personal loans, home loans and car
loans which could inject some
momentum in the lackluster
consumption scenario that the country
is passing through.The 25 basis point
rate cut in February prompted a
number of banks such as SBI, PNB,

able to sit out after a 50 basis point rate
cut. The report also underlined its
expectation that the total rate cut will
touch 100 basis points by March 2026.

The global clouds

However, the SBI Research report
sounded warnings of gathering clouds
on the external front. “Global growth is
likely to face significant headwinds
due to non-linear yet intersecting
trilemma of trade related tariff barriers,
rapid currency swings and fractured
capital flows, with no country being
immune to the disruptions.... factoring
in the impact of trade wars. global GDP
may see downside of 30-50 bps in
2025...world export volume may
decline from 2.9% in 2024 to 1.3% in
2025-26,” the report stated.

Hope for cooling inflation

Union Bank, Canara Bank and Bank of - A climate of lower inflation can help rate

Mabharashtra to prune lending rates.
Experts think that those banks that
haven’t yet entered the race won’t be

cuts and boost growth. Holding out
hope for cooling inflation, the report
mentioned, “CPI inflation may come

down to 3.8% in Q4 FY25 and average
to 4.6% in FY25... Average CPI
inflation may come to 3.9-4.0% in
FY26 and core inflation should come
around in the range 0f 4.2-4.3%.. .vigil
warranted on food inflation with a
likely heat wave unfolding.” However,
one has to look out for food inflation
concerns if heatwave conditions wreck
havoc on the agri front.

Banks will compete for deposits
As the interest rate cycle decisively

enters the downward phase, banks will
most likely face the heat of declining
deposits. “Deposit mobilization of
banks will remain a challenge in a rate
easing cycle,” the report said
predicting that the “war for domestic
deposits will get intense in a rate easing
cycle”. Obviously this could provide a
slim cushion to millions of risk-averse
people (especially the aged and
retirees) who keep their money in bank
fixed deposits.

input costs rise and demand increases on
domestic product,” Dimon said.He added
that these developments could shake
investor confidence and lead to more
market volatility in the coming months.
Earlier, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome

Powell said that President Donald
Trump's latest tariffs are more significant
than many anticipated, and they are likely
to result in increased inflation and slower
economic growth.

SUGGESTS STRONGER TRADE
TIES WITH INDIA

Apart from his warning about the economic
impact of tariffs, Dimon also made a
suggestion to the US government. He
said it would be wiser for the United
States to strengthen trade relations with
countries like India and Brazil, rather
than pressuring them to take sides in
global conflicts.He believes that the US
should work to improve partnerships
with nonaligned countries, especially
those with growing economies.
According to him, this would help the US
build more stable trade routes and reduce
its reliance on countries it already has
strained ties with.Dimon noted that the
US currently does not have proper trade
agreements with some of its close
partners.

India overtakes Germany to
become 3rd-largest generator of
wind, solar power: Report

NEW DELHI. India became the world's third-
largest producer of electricity from wind and solar
energy in 2024, overtaking Germany, according to
anew report published on Tuesday.

The sixth edition of global energy think tank Ember's
Global Electricity Review said wind and solar
together generated 15 per cent of global electricity
last year.India's share stood at 10 per cent. The
report said low-carbon sources, including
renewables and nuclear power, together provided
40.9 per cent of the world's electricity in 2024.

This is the first time the 40 per cent mark has been
crossed since the 1940s.In India, clean sources
accounted for 22 per cent of the electricity
generation.Hydropower contributed the most at 8
per cent, while wind and solar together accounted
for 10 per cent.Globally, renewables led the
growth in clean electricity, adding a record 858
terawatt hours (TWh) in 2024 -- 49 per cent more
than the previous record in 2022.Solar was the
largest source of new electricity for the third
straight year, adding 474 TWh in 2024. It was also
the fastest-growing power source for the 20th year
in a row. In just three years, global solar power

generation doubled to 6.9 per cent of the electricity
mix.India, too, saw arapid increase in solar power.

Solar contributed 7 per cent of the country's
electricity in 2024, the generation doubling since
2021.India added 24 gigawatts (GW) of solar
capacity in 2024, more than twice the addition in
2023, becoming the tird-largest market after China
and the US.It also recorded the fourth-largest
increase in solar generation globally, adding 20
TWh."Solar power has become the engine of the
global energy transition," said Phil MacDonald,
Ember's managing director."Paired with battery
storage, solar is set to be an unstoppable force. As
the fastest-growing and largest source of new
electricity, it is critical in meeting the world's ever-
increasing demand for electricity.

Japan's Nikkei leads Asia's recovery as
hopes rise for softer tariff approach

A 5.6% rebound in Jupan's Nikkei far

outpaced other regional markets,

with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent

and Trade Representative Jamieson

Greer tasked with leading trade

could be wrought by President Donald
Trump's global trade war, with JPMorgan
Chase, CEO Jamie Dimon warning on
Monday of'inflation and a US slowdown.
However, Trump dug in his heels over
China, vowing additional 50% levies if

the economy and financial markets that Taiwan's equity benchmark thouh, sank 3%,
following its worst day ever on Monday,
when it tumbled 10%. The major "The signs are there that if the market hears
semiconductor producer faces a 32% duty

from Washington.

Pan-European STOXX 50 futures rallied
2.2%.US S&P 500 futures rose 0.9%,

neqotiations with Tokyo.

New Delhi. Asian stocks bounced off 1-1/2-
year lows and US stock futures pointed
higher on Tuesday, as markets caught
their breath after recent heavy selling on
hopes that Washington might be willing to
negotiate some of its aggressive tariffs.

US Treasury yields continued their ascent
from six-month lows, gold hovered close
to a 2-1/2-week low and crude oil
recovered from a nearly four-year low, as
traders began shifting back to riskier
assets from traditional safe havens.

A 5.6% rebound in Japan' Nikkei far
outpaced other regional markets, with
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and
Trade Representative Jamieson Greer
tasked with leading trade negotiations
with Tokyo.US business leaders have also
begun speaking out about the damage to

Even so, Hong Kong's Hang Seng,

South Korea's KOSPI, added 1.3% and

Beijing does not withdraw retaliatory
tariffs on the United States. Beijing said
on Tuesday it will never accept the
"blackmail nature" of US tariff threats.

climbed 1.7% in early trading. Mainland
Chinese blue chips, added 0.6%.The
Chinese yuan weakened to 7.36 per
dollar in the offshore market, the
weakest in two months."Importantly, a
little ray of sunshine is starting to
emerge that gives hope that the U.S. is
genuinely open to trade negotiations, ...
the most significant being Japan with
Treasury Secretary Bessent," said Tapas
Strickland, head of market economics at
National Australia Bank.Strickland,
however, noted volatility remains
extremely elevated, with the "rare event"
of the VIX index, spiking as high as 60
overnight.

Australia's equity benchmark, gained 1%.

after the cash index, ended a wild session
with a 0.2% loss on Monday.Wall Street
swung between heavy losses and gains That helped wrench Japanese government

throughout the session as investors were
whiplashed by tariff headlines. A media
report claiming Trump was considering a
90-day pause in duties for all countries
except China briefly turned US stocks
positive early in the session, but it was

quashed by the White House as "fake
news."

what it wants to hear then risky assets

could explode higher," said Chris Weston,

head of research at Pepperstone.However,

the net effect of the news on the day was
hardly positive, and the
headlines that the market really
wanted to believe to be true
proved to be false," he said.

"I'd argue what played out was
more in fitting with a bear market
rally and one that traders should
look to fade, rather than
believing we've reached a key
inflection point for a sustained
trend higher."The 10-year
Treasury yield rose as much as 6
basis points (bps) to 4.216% on
Tuesday, after jumping some 17
bps on Monday as it bounced

from six-month lows.

bond yields off their own multi-month
lows, with the 10-year yield up 12.5 bps to
1.235%.The US dollar edged lower
against a basket of six major peers, but
that followed a two-day 1.2% advance
from a six-month trough.
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Delhi leaders demand withdrawal of
new waste management charges

—_

.The ruling party

demanded
immediate
withdrawal of
the levy terming
it “unjustified”
and “anti-
people”. The
leaders also
wrote to the
Commissioner
over the matter.

_—

NEW DELHL In a fresh round of tussle

between political and bureaucratic wings of
AAP-ruled MCD, Mayor Mahesh Kumar and
Leader of the House Mukesh Goel on
Monday expressed their dissent to the
municipal commissioner’s move to add user
charges for solid waste management to house
tax bills. The ruling party demanded
immediate withdrawal of the levy terming it
“unjustified” and “anti-people”. The leaders
also wrote to the Commissioner over the
matter.

Addressing a press conference, the mayor

claimed that the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi has failed to provide the promised
door-to-door garbage collection services
although the residents were already burdened
with high taxes.

“The commissioner has added a user charge

with property tax, which is completely
wrong. We strongly oppose this decision.
Such a proposal should have been placed
before the House for discussion and approval
first,” Kumar said. “These charges, starting

from April 1. are not suitable for Delhi and

are against public interest. When our party
(AAP) was in opposition, we were against
this proposal from the beginning,” he said.

According to the Solid Waste Management
Rules, 2016, residential units are charged
monthly based on the property area —Rs 50
for properties up to 50 square metres, Rs 100
for 51-200 square metres, and Rs 200 for
dwelling units over 200 square metres. Street
vendors are charged Rs 100 per month for
solid waste management, while commercial
establishments such as dhabas, sweet shops.
and coffee houses are charged Rs 500
monthly.

Guest houses, dharamshalas and hotels are
charged Rs 2,000 per month, while

restaurants with seating for up to 50 people
are levied Rs 2,000, and those with more
seating capability are charged Rs 3,000.
Similarly, charges also apply to hostels,
offices, clinics, small industries, and other
categories as specified in the schedule.

The mayor also said, “People are paying
private garbage collectors while the MCD is
now charging user fees without de]i\ering
services. This is unacceptable.” Echoing
similar sentiments, Leader of the House Goel
said the move has triggered panic among
residents, with many complaining about the
sudden addition of charges in the online
property tax payment system.

Mayor: Residents already burdened with
high taxes

“The MCD has failed to provide the promised
door-to-door garbage collection services
although the residents were already burdened
with high taxes. The commissioner has added
a user charge with property tax, which is
completely wrong. Such a proposal should
have been placed before the House for
discussion and approval first,” Mayor said.

Charred body of transport
businessman found in car in
Delhi's Bijwasan

NEW DELHI. A charred body of a 42-year-old
transport businessman was found after blaze in a car
near the Bijwasan Road flyover, Delhi Police said on
Tuesday. The Fire Department received a call around
10:32 pm on Monday. alerting them about the car
engulfed in flames, he said.

Two fire tenders were immediately despatched to the
scene and they managed to douse the blaze by 11:20
pm. "Upon extinguishing the fire, officials discovered
an unidentified charred body inside the vehicle," he
said.

Meanwhile, Delhi Police in a statement said that a call
was received at 10:25 pm on Tuesday at the Kapashera
police station regarding the blaze in the car.

"On receipt of the call, a team was immediately rushed to
the spot and found that one car Tovota Glanza has
caught fire," read the statement.

Initial inquiry revealed that the car was going from the
Bijwasan Flyover towards Dwarka Expressway. and it
suddenly caught fire, and the driver could not escaped,
it read. "From the registration details, the family
members were called on the spot and the deceased was
later identified as Sandeep, a resident of Palam Vihar
area in Gurugram," read the statement.

Police said that Sandeep was running a taxi transport
business at R K Puram and he was returning home
from his office. The FSL team was called on the spot
and the body was shifted to a mortuary. Police are
checking CCTV footage to know about the sequence
of events.

Only 75 of 1.6k private city
schools underwent auditsin 10
years: Minister Ashish Sood

NEW DELHI. Two days after Assembly Speaker
Vijender Gupta said during Delhi Dialogues organised
by this newspaper that commercialisatiown of
education is unacceptable and schools need to justify
fee hikes, Education Minister Ashish Sood on Monday
announced an investigation into alleged irregularities in
private schools. Emphasising non-compliance with fee
regulations and inadequate auditing practices, Sood, at
a press conference, shared that only 75 out of 1,600
private schools have undergone audits in the past
decade, and the Directorate of Education lacks proper
records for many of these institutions.

“I challenge, with full responsibility, those who took
money under the table from private schools. The BIP
government will conduct a thorough probe,” he said,
adding that a sub-divisional magistrate (SDM)
committee would auditall 1,600 private schools.

*Each school will be required to respond to 18 specific
questions,” the minister said, adding that schools found
guilty of financial misconduct would face action, and
any excess fees collected will be refunded to parents.

Sood accused the previous AAP government of looking
the other way when some schools raised the fee during
their tenure. “A list of such schools has been compiled,
and each one will be inspected. Based on the findings,
action will follow,” he said. Sood said schools covered
by the Delhi School Education Act 1973 must seek
permission from the Directorate of Education before
implementing any fee hike.

Transplantation of 26 trees for SC
expansion pr0|ec’r geis Delhi HC approval

NEW DELHI. The High Court has
authorised the transplantation of 26
trees to facilitate the Supreme Court’s
expansion project, which aims to
provide additional courtrooms, a
dedicated constitutional court, and
more chambers for judges, along with
essential amenities for advocates and
litigants.

The Central Public Works Department
(CPWD), which is overseeing the
expansion, had submitted an
application seeking permission for the
tree transplantation. Justice Jasmeet
Singh, who heard the matter, approved
the request, taking into account the
pressing need for infrastructural
development at the apex court,

According to an affidavit submitted by
the CPWD, 16 trees are slated to be
transplanted along the garden
perimeter between Gates A and B,
while the remaining 10 will be

relocated near the corner of the
Administrative Buildings Complex,
adjacent to Gate No. 1.

Highlighting the importance of

environmental safeguards during the
process, Justice Singh instructed the
CPWD to submit an affidavit from a
responsible officer confirming that all

26 trees are being properly maintained
following transplantation.

Furthermore, the court directed the
department to explore the possibility
of enhancing green cover in the
vicinity by seeking requisite
permissions from the relevant
municipal authorities to plant
additional trees along the approach
road to the Supreme Court.

The Bench noted that this stretch,
particularly leading from the Sundar
Nagar area, was once lined with
mature trees before its widening. To
ensure scientific care during the
process, the Court also mandated that
a responsible officer from the
concerned Tree Authority be present
during the process.

This measure is intended to guarantee
that pruning is conducted scientifically,
thereby aiding the healthy rejuvenation
ofthe transplanted trees.

Delhi faces scorching heat as temperatures
hit 40.2°C, yellow alert in place

NEW DELHI. Temperatures soared to
the season’s highest on Monday as the
city sizzled; the principal weather
station at Safdarjung recorded 40.2°C
— 3.1°C above normal, India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) stated. A heatwave alert
had already been issued for the |
national capital and other parts
of north and central India,
warning of extreme weather fgf
conditions through midweek.  §

In Palam, temperatures reached
39.5°C, around 4°C higher ®
than the seasonal average. A
vellow alert remains in place
for the capital from Monday to
Wednesday, with maximum
temperatures expected to stay
between 40-42°C till
Wednesday, the IMD said in its latest
advisory. Safdarjung had recorded
38.2°C on Sunday — three degrees
above normal - and 35.7°C on
Saturday. The previous high this

scason was 39°C, recorded April 3.

heatwave conditions, street vendors,
rickshaw pullers, and auto drivers are

experiencing both physical
exhaustion and financial strain. The
extreme heat has reduced footfall
during peak hours, cutting into
carnings and increasing personal

costs for water and cooling.

Meanwhile, as Delhi grapples with “My daily sales have greatly reduced in

past two weeks as people avoid

staying out during the day. This
happens every year, but this
time it has started a month in
advance,” said Subhash
Yadav, a juice vendor in
Tughlakabad.

Meanwhile, Tihar authorities
have implemented seasonal
measures to protect inmates
from soaring temperatures,
The plan includes providing
two lemons daily to each
inmate during April, May,
and June to aid hydration.
ORS have also been
stocked, officials said.

Airremains “poor’

The Air Quality Index in the national
capital remained in the ‘poor’
category on Monday with arcading of
261 at 4 pm, as per the Central
Pollution Control Board.

Delhi Congress raises
alarm over rising infant
mortality rate

NEW DELHI. Delhi Congress on Monday
expressed concern over the infant mortality in
the national capital. Citing a report released on
World Health Day, Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee (DPCC) president Devender
Yadav said 20 newborns are dying every day in
the city, which has many specialist hospitals
run by both the Central and Delhi
Governments and yet people cannot get quality
treatment.

“It is extremely frightening to learn that 7,439
newborns died in city last year, and such infant
deaths are increasing every year as the AAP
Government had misled people with the so-
called ‘Delhi model” while the present BIP
Government has given only promises without
fulfilling any of them. The hospitals are in a
bad shape due to lack of infrastructure,
medicines and staff, because of which
common people are at the receiving end,” he
said. Yadav said that despite getting higher
allocation for health in the Budget, there is no
facility for emergency cesarean surgery in
most government hospitals.

IGI Airport launches buses
connecting terminals to Agra

NEW DELHI. Tourists looking to visit the Taj

Mahal and travellers headed to Agra for any
given purpose, from the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport in Delhi, can now
take a luxury bus to their destination, Delhi
International Airport Limited (DIAL) said on
Monday while announcing the launch of the
service.

A DIAL statement said the service will run twice

daily in both directions, and has been launched in
collaboration with a private operator. Travellers
can avail of the pre-booked mode of transport
between the two cities, it said. “By offering
seamless connectivity between two of India’s
most significant destinations, we are addressing

a crucial need for both domestic and
international travelers,” DIAL CEO Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar said.

As per DIAL, pick-up and drop-off points are

located at both Terminal 1 and 3 of 1G1 Airport.
In Agra, the stop is located at the Bus Lounge in
Mayapur on Fatehabad Road. The tentative daily
schedule includes departures from Delhi at 11
am and 11 pm. Tickets can be booked online on
the IGI Airport website.

Teachers' front condemns
AUD's action against
professor for supporting
student protest

NEW DELHI. Following punitive action against Dr

Kaustav Banerjee, Associate Professor at
Ambedkar University, Delhi (AUD), the
Democratic Teachers’ Front (DTF) on Monday
strongly condemned the university’s decision and
expressed solidarity with the professor.

The teachers’ body alleged that a baseless showcause

notice was issued to the professor for participating
in a student-led discussion on March 24. “The
discussion, centered on safeguarding freedom of
expression and resisting systemic repression at
AUD, reflected the core democratic values of
academia,” DTF said.

The AUD administration has accused Dr Banerjee of

violating conduct rules (CCS Rules, 1964, and
AUD Statute 22), alleging that his “provocative
speech™ incited “indiscipline” and prompted
police intervention.

DTF president Rajib Ray stated that this allegation

by the AUD administration deliberately
undermines the true catalyst for student unrest: the
Vice Chancellor’s contentious Republic Day
remarks and the authorities refusal to address the
grievances of students. “Dr Banerjee’s
engagement with students was an ethical exercise
of his role as an educator — fostering critical
dialogue, not unrest. Protests began prior to Dr
Banerjee’s participation in the dialogue, triggered
by the AUD administration’s unjust suspension of
students and heavy-handed barricading on
campus.

Hold weekly ‘Jansamvaad’, keep vigil on
water woes: Delhi (M Rekha Gupta

NEW DELHL Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta has directed
district magistrates (DM) of
the 11 Delhi revenue districts
to hold *“at least one”
‘Jansamvaad’ camp every
week to learn about pressing
issues and address public
grievances.

“The people of Delhi deserve a
system that listens,
understands, and acts swifily.
Therefore, every district must
organise at least one
Jansamvad camp every week
to ensure timely and effective
resolution of citizens’
concerns,” Gupta stated.

Additionally, she directed the district
administrations to closely monitor issues
related to waterlogging, cleanliness,
encroachments, and traffic congestion in
respective zones.

The decision was taken in a high-level
review meeting chaired by the Chief

Minister with all Delhi district magistrates
on Monday. The primary focus of the
meeting was to assess the administrative
and developmental progress in revenue

districts, resolve local issues,

strengthen coordination among various
departments, an official statement said.

The meeting discussed in detail
the status of civic services,
progress of e-District
services, grievance redressal
mechanisms, land record
digitisation, and disaster
preparedness, the statement
added.

During the meeting, CM Gupta
instructed the officials to
conduct regular field
inspections and engage in
active dialogue with citizens.
“DMs have been instructed to
intensify inspections in slum
areas to ensure the provision
of basic amenities.

All DMs are directed to submit
progress reports of developmental work
within 15 days.

Also, the e-District portal will be upgraded
to make it more user-friendly and
efficient,” the CMO office read. Gupta
also announced reforms in the property
registration system. The CM said Delhi

and

will soon 1mplement paperless and
faceless property registration, eliminating
the need for citizens to visit government
offices repeatedly.

She directed officials to make property sale
deed registration process simple, digital,
and transparent, ensuring people are
relieved from paperwork and
middlemen.The government will release a
list of non-saleable properties to prevent
fraud in property transactions, Gupta
added.

Govtto take action against defacement

The CM stressed that the campaign to
remove unauthorised banners and posters
from public property will continue. Under
the campaign, unauthorised
advertisements are being removed from
government spaces such as flyovers, road
signs, and school boundary walls.

She said action will be taken under the
Delhi Prevention of Defacement of
Property Act against violators, while also
warning action in irregularities over
issuance of EWS certificates.
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South Koreu to hold snap
polls on June 3 to replace
ousted President Yoon

Seoul, South Korea's government has approved June 3
as the date for a snap presidential election, following
the removal from office of Yoon Suk Yeol last week
over his short-lived declaration of martial law.

The cabinet agreed the date on Tuesday after
discussions with the National Election Commission
since it needed to approve a public holiday for the
election.Yoon was removed by the Constitutional
Court for violating his official duty by issuing the
martial law decree on December 3 and mobilising
troops in an attempt to halt parliamentary
proceedings. The law requires a new presidential
election within 60 days if the position becomes
vacant.South Korea has faced months of political
turmoil since Yoon stunned the country by declaring
martial law, triggering his impeachment by
parliament and the impeachment of acting leader
Prime Minister Han Duck-soo.Han's impeachment
was later overturned by the Constitutional Court and
he will continue in the role of acting president until
the election.The power vacuum at the top of South
Korea's government has overshadowed Seoul's
efforts to deal with the administration of US
President Donald Trump at a time of spiralling US
tariffs and slowing growth in Asia's fourth-largest
economy.Lee Jae-myung, the populist leader of the
liberal Democratic Party who had lost to Yoon by a
razor-thin margin in 2022, is a clear front-runner but
faces legal challenges of his own under multiple
trials for charges including violating the election law
and bribery.According to a Gallup poll published on
April 4, 34 per cent of respondents supported Lee as
the next leader, 9 per cent backed conservative
Labour Minister Kim Moon-soo, 5 per cent former
ruling party leader Han Dong-hoon, 4 per cent Daegu
mayor Hong Joon-pyo, and 2 per cent Seoul mayor
Oh Se-hoon.

EU Commission proposes
25% counter-tariffs on some
US imports: Report

Brussels. The European Commission proposed
counter-tariffs of 25 per cent on a range of US goods
on Monday in response to President Donald Trump's
tariffs on steel and aluminium, a document seen by
Reuters showed.

The tariffs on some goods will take effect May 16 and
others later in the year, on December 1, the document
said. EU trade chief Maros Sefcovic said earlier on
Monday the counter-tariffs would have less impact
than the previously announced 26 billion euros (USD
28.45 billion).Bourbon, wine and dairy have been
removed from the original list the Commission was
weighing in March. The Commission had earmarked
a 50 per cent tariff on bourbon, which had prompted
Trump to threaten a 200 per cent counter-tariff on EU
alcoholic drinks if the bloc went ahead.

Trump's threat worried France and Italy in particular
owing to their significant wine industries.

In addition to these counter-tariffs, the EU already
tightened existing safeguards on steel on April 1 to
reduce imports by 15 per cent. The Commission is
also looking at import quotas for aluminium.

Israel kills journalist,
wounds six more in strike on
media tent outside Gaza
hospital

world. Israel struck tents outside two major hospitals
in the Gaza Strip overnight, killing at least two
people, including a local reporter, and wounding nine,
including six journalists, Palestinian medics said.

It was one of a string of Israeli attacks in Gaza that killed
more than 30 people, mostly women and children,
hospital officials said.The strike hit a media tent
outside Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis, setting it
ablaze, killing Yousef al-Fagawi, a reporter for the
Palestine Today news website and another man. Six
other reporters were wounded in that strike.The
Israeli military said it struck a Hamas militant,
without providing further information.Israel also
struck tents on the edge of Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital
in central Gaza. Nasser Hospital also said it received
13 bodies, including six women and four children,
from separate strikes overnight.Al-Agsa Hospital
said two people were killed and three wounded in a
strike on a home in Deir al-Balah.Israel ended a

ceasefire with Hamas in March and has cut off all
food, fuel and humanitarian aid to Gaza—a tactic that
rights groups say is a war crime—while issuing new
displacement orders that have forced hundreds of

thousands of Palestinians to flee Israeli
bombardments and ground operations.Israel's war in
Gaza, now in its 18th month, has killed over 50,000
Palestinians, mostly women and children, according
to Gaza's Health Ministry. Israel has vowed to

escalate the war until Hamas returns dozens of

remaining hostages, disarms and leaves the territory.
The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed into
Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, and
taking 251 others hostage. The group still holds 59
captives — 24 of whom are believed to be alive.

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Wednesday, 09 April 2025

Trump claims high tariffs prevented the Great
Depression in US—nhistory says otherwise

America's history of high tariffs

actually continued well after 1913,
however, and Trump's take on what

sparked the Great Depression—and

Hoover-era Washington's responseto .

it—doesn't reflect what actually

happened.

WASHINGTON. In the early days of the

Great Depression, Rep. Willis Hawley, a
Republican from Oregon, and Utah
Republican Sen. Reed Smoot thought they
had landed on a way to protect American
farmers and manufacturers from foreign
competition: tariffs.President Herbert
Hoover signed the Smoot-Hawley Tariff
Act in 1930, even as many economists
warned that the levies would prompt
retaliatory tariffs from other countries,

which is precisely what happened. The US
economy plunged deeper into a devastating
financial crisis that it would not pull out of
until World War I1.Most historians look
back on Smoot-Hawley as a mistake that
made a bad economic climate much worse.
But tariffs have a new champion in
President Donald Trump.

ike Trump, Hoover was elected largely
because of his business acumen. An
international mining engineer, financier
and humanitarian, he took office in 1929
like an energetic CEO, eager to promote
public-private partnerships and use the
levers of government to promote economic
growth."Anyone not only can be rich, but
ought to be rich," he declared in his
inaugural address before convening a
special session of Congress to better protect
US farmers with "limited changes of the
tariff."Instead, the 31st president got the
Great Depression.Trump, now
championing his own sweeping tariffs that
have sent global markets into a tailspin,

argues that the US was founded on steep
import taxes on goods from abroad.

But the country began abandoning them
when it created a federal income tax in
1913, the president says. Then, "in 1929, it
all came to a very abrupt end with the Great

Depression. And it would have never
happened if they had stayed with the tariff
policy," Trump said in announcing his tariff
plan last week.Referring to Smoot-Hawley,
he added, "They tried to bring back tariffs to
save our country, but it was gone. It was

gone. It was too late. Nothing could have
been done—took years and years to get out
of that depression."America's history of
high tariffs actually continued well after
1913, however, and Trump's take on what
sparked the Great Depression—and
Hoover-era Washington's response to
it—doesn't reflect what actually
s happened.

& Gary Richardson, an economics
proessor at the University of
California, Irvine, said the US long
maintaining high tariffs "helped to
shift industry here. But we've gotten
rid of them because, as the country at
the cutting edge of technology, we
didn't think they were useful.""When
we were at our most powerful, right
after World War 11, we forced a low
tariff regime on most of the world because
we thought it was to our benefit," said
Richardson, also a former Federal Reserve
System historian. "Now, we're going back
tosomething else."

Israel says troops opened fire out of

sense of ’rhreu’r as 15 Guzu workers die

world.The Israeli military said on
Monday that an initial investigation
into the killing of 15 emergency
workers in south Gaza last month
showed that the incident occurred "due
to a sense of threat".It said it had
identified six Hamas militants as being
in the vicinity during the incident in the

US Supreme Court allows Trump to deport

= W

city of Rafah,

In a statement, the military said it was
conducting a more in-depth
investigation but the preliminary
"enquiry indicated that the troops
opened fire due to a perceived threat
following a previous encounter in the
area", and that six of the individuals

killed "were identified as Hamas"
militants.The emergency workers
were shot dead on March 23 and
buried in shallow graves. The Israeli
military initially said it opened fire
after unmarked vehicles approached
in the dark, but changed its account
after video emerged showing clearly
marked ambulances and fire trucks
with their lights on coming under
fire.A deeper investigation will be
conducted in the coming days and its
findings will be presented to the
public, the Israeli military said.The
Red Crescent Society did not
immediately respond to a request for
comment on the Israeli findings.
After the ncident, the Palestine Red
Crescent Society called for an
independent international
investigation and said "that the
targeting of its ambulance convoy" was
"a full-fledged war crime, reflecting a
dangerous pattern of repeated violation
of international humanitarian law."

suspected Venezuelan gang members

world. The US Supreme Court handed
Donald Trump a victory on Monday by
letting him use a 1798 law that
historically has been employed only in
wartime to swiftly deport alleged
Venezuelan gang members as part of '
the Republican president's hardline |
approach to immigration.

The court granted the administration's |
request to lift Washington-based US
Judge James Boasberg's March 15
order that had temporarily blocked the
summary deportations under Trump's
invocation of the Alien Enemies Act
while litigation in the case
continues. Trump invoked the Alien
Enemies Act on March 15 to swiftly
deport the alleged ]'I'IL.I‘I']bL!‘S of the Tren

removals with a law best known forits
use to intern Japanese, Italian and
German immigrants during World War
Two.In a legal challenge handled by
the American Civil Liberties Union, a
group of Venezuelan men in the
custody of US immigration authorities
on the same day sued on behalf of
themselves and others similarly

situated, seeking to block the
deportations. They argued. amongst
other things, that Trump's order
exceeded his powers because the Alien

fi ¥ Ll

Enemies Act authorises removals only
when war has been declared or the
Uniled States I‘I"lS been iny adcd

president to deport, detain or place
restrictions on individuals whose
primary allegiance is to a foreign
power and who might pose a national
security risk in wartime.Boasberg, an
appointee of Democratic President
Barack Obama, temporarily blocked
the deportations. But Trump's
administration allowed two planes

already in the air to continue to El
Salvador, where American officials
handed 238 Venezuelan men over to
Salvadoran authorities to be placed in
the Central American country's
"Terrorism Confinement Centre."The
Judge has also scrutinised whether the
Trump administration violated his
order by failing to return the
deportation flights after his order was
issued. Justice Department lawyers
said the flights had left US airspace by
the time Boasberg issued a written
order and thus were not required to
return. They dismissed the weight of
Boasberg's spoken order during a
hearing two hours earlier calling for
any planes carrying deportees to be
turned around.Trump's administration
has argued that Boasberg's temporary
ban encroached on presidential
authority to make national security
decisions.On March 18, Trump called
for Boasberg's impeachment by
Congress - a process that could remove
him from the bench - drawing a rebuke
from the US Chief Justice John
Roberts.

Death sentence: World Food

Program slams US decision
to cut food aid for millions

world. The Trump administration has ended funding to

US World Food Program emergency programs helping
keep millions alive in Afghanistan, Syria, Yemen and
11 other impoverished countries, many of them
struggling with conflict, according to the organisation
and officials who spoke to The Associated Press.

The World Food Program, the largest provider of food

aid, appealed to the US to roll back the new cuts in a
social media post Monday. The unexpected round of
contract cancellations has targeted some of the last
remaining humanitarian programs run by the US
Agency for International Development, according to
two US officials, a United Nations official and
documents obtained by the AP.“This could amount to a
death sentence for millions of people facing extreme
hunger and starvation,” WFP said on X.The agency
said it was in contact with the Trump administration “to
urge for continued support™ for life-saving programs
and thanked the United States and other donors for past
contributions.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio and other administration

officials had pledged to spare emergency food
programs and other life-and-death aid from deep cuts
to US foreign assistance. There was no immediate
comment Monday from the State Department.

The projects were being cancelled “for the convenience

of the US Government™ at the direction of Jeremy
Lewin, a top lieutenant at Elon Musk’s Department of
Government Efficiency who was appointed to oversee
the elimination of USAID programs, according to
termination notices sent to partners and viewed by the
AP.

Programs targeted by Trump administration
In Syria, a country battling poverty, hunger and

insecurity after a 13-year civil war and an insurgency
by the Islamic State group, some $230 million in
contracts with WFP and humanitarian groups have
been terminated in recent days, according to a State
Department document detailing the cuts that was
obtained by the AP.The single biggest of the targeted
Syria programs, at $111 million, provided bread and
other daily food to 1.5 million people, the document
says.About 60 letters cancelling contracts were sent
over the past week.

An official with the United Nations in the Middle East

said all US aid to WFP food programs across Yemen,
another war-divided country that is facing one of the
world’s worst humanitarian disasters, has been
stopped, apparently including food that already had
arrived in distribution centres. WFP also received
termination letters for US-funded programs in
Lebanon and Jordan, where Syrian refugees would be
hit hardest, the U.N. official said.

Some of'the last remaining US funding for key programs

in Somalia, Afghanistan and the southern African
nation of Zimbabwe also was affected, including for
those providing food, water, medical care and shelter
for people displaced by war, one of the US officials
said.

Minor traffic offences can now get your

world.International students in the US are

student visa revoked in US: Report

facing heightened scrutiny that could now
see something as minor as a speeding ticket
lead to visa revocation, according to a
report by news agency Associated Press.

Several US colleges have reported an

increase in visa cancellations among
international students, including some
from India. In many cases, the students had
no known connection to recent pro-
Palestinian protests on campus. Instead,
officials have cited past traffic infractions
as reasons for revoking their
visa.University officials from institutions
including Harvard, Stanford, the
University of Michigan, UCLA and Ohio
State say they were caught off guard by the
sudden cancellations, often learning about
them only after checking federal
immigration databases.In many cases, the
US government provided little or no
explanation, leaving schools scrambling
for answers.Indian students are among
those affected, even if they had not
participated in physical demonstrations

Axios previously reported that

that invited the wrath of the Trump 473
administration. Some have had
their visas cancelled for expressing
support for Gaza-related causes
online.

federal agencies are scouring
social media for signs of "terrorist
sympathies" in the wake of the
Hamas attack on Israel. Actions as
seemingly innocuous as liking or
sharing content on social platforms
have reportedly triggered
investigations.The Department of
State has launched an aggressive
review of international students’
activities, both on campus and online. An
artificial intelligence-driven program,
reportedly called 'Catch and Revoke', is
being used to flag individuals suspected of
supporting Hamas or other designated
terrorist groups.In one case, Indian national
Ranjani Srinivasan, a 37-year-old PhD
candidate at Columbia University, was
forced to self-deport to Canada after her

visa was abruptly revoked and immigration
agents showed up at her door.Another
student, Badar Khan Suri, a Georgetown
University conflict studies student, was
detained and told his visa had been revoked
due to allegations of antisemitic speech and
ties to Hamas. Suri denies the allegations
and says he is being targeted because of his
wife’s Palestinian heritage. He has no
criminal record.

' The cancellations have ramped up
since March 25, following an internal
directive by US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio that called for
mandatory reviews of international
students' and applicants’ social media
activity, according to a Times of India
report.Rubio had confirmed the
crackdown, saying more than 300
visas have been revoked under his
leadership.

"Every time | find one of these lunatics,
I take away their visa," Rubio said.
"We will continue revoking visas
every day. Anyone engaging in pro-
Hamas rhetoric, online or in person,

will face consequences."

While visas can be cancelled for various

reasons, college officials say this quiet
wave of revocations—with little advance
notice or explanation—marks a significant
departure from past practices. The
cancellations have raised fears of arbitrary
enforcement and chilled free speech among
international students.
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Yuzvendra Chahal's
advice for next-gen IPL
spinners: Make yourself

mentally tough

New Delhi Punjab Kings spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal has advised young spinners to be
mentally tough as they start their journey in
the Indian Premier League. Several rookie
stars have shot to the limelight in the ongoing
edition of the tournament. Digvesh Rathi,
Vignesh Puthur, and Vipraj Nigam have
done well in the early weeks of the
tournament.

Speaking on JioHotstar Press Room with
Punjab Kings, Chahal advised the young
spinners to be mentally tough. He said that in
the IPL, bowlers could get hit for 40 runs in
their first two overs and then bowl a game-
changing spell in their 3rd. Chahal stated that
self-belief was the most important thing for a
spinner.Speaking on JioHotstar Press Room
with Punjab Kings, Chahal advised the
young spinners to be mentally tough. He said
that in the IPL, bowlers could get hit for 40
runs in their first two overs and then bowl a
game-changing spell in their 3rd. Chahal
stated that self-belief was the most important
thing for a spinner."l would advise them to
enjoy the game. Follow what you have done
so far. Self-belief is very important. Don't
bowl to the name. Learn to handle pressure,
make yourself mentally tough. T20 is the
kind of game where you will be hit for 40
runs in 2 overs, but in the next over, you will
be able to bowl a match-winning over, but [

would say that self-belief is most important,"
Yuzvendra Chahal replied to India Today's
query.He also backed the Punjab Kings to
finish in the top 2 in the Indian Premier
League this season. Punjab have assembled a
new side under the coaching of Ricky
Ponting. Their new aggressive method with
bat and ball has paid off in the initial weeks
of'the IPL. Atthe moment, PBKS stand 4th in
the points table with 2 wins from 3
games."Definitely, we are coming in the top
2. Ifyou see our bowling, our batting. We bat
till 9, Marco Jansen bats at 9, so we are quite
a balanced side. You get a vibe that this team
might be the champion. We are just enjoying
now," Chahal said.

Rajat Patidar 4th captain
to be fined for slow over
rate in IPL 2025

New Delhi. Royal Challengers Bengaluru
captain Rajat Patidar has been fined Rs 12
lakh for maintaining a slow over-rate
against Mumbai Indians in their match at
the Wankhede Stadium. RCB beat MI in a
thriller on Monday, April 7.Patidar became
the fourth captain to be fined in the 2025
season of the Indian Premier League after
Hardik Pandya, Rishabh Pant, and Riyan
Parag. The IPL announced the decision via
g press release on Tuesday morning, April

“As this was his team’s first offence of the
season under Article 2.2 of the IPL’s Code
of Conduct, which pertains to minimum
over-rate offences, Patidar was fined Rs 12
lakh,” stated an IPL media release. IPL 2025
Coverage | [PL Points Table | IPL Schedule

«Rishabh Pant's LSG are set to play
«Pant recalled Ashish Nehra's

«Pant survived a terrible car

«RCB have won all 3 away

matches in IPL 2025

«Rajat Patidar has led from the

front with 2 Player of the
Match awards

«0n April 7, RCB beat Ml by 12

runs at the Wankhede

—

Mumbai Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB)

has consistently boasted some of the world’s
best players, especially after the arrival of
stars like AB de Villiers and Chris Gayle.
With Gayle, de Villiers, and Virat Kohli in
the same lineup, RCB became one of the
most formidable teams, particularly on their
home turf. However, one key aspect missing
from their squad was versatility, which was a
major reason they were yet to win the
championship despite competing since the
very first season.RCB heavily relied on their
big players, often struggling when their star
trio failed to deliver. Additionally, their
bowling attack was not always up to par,
making it difficult to defend high scores,
especially those over 200. While Kohli, de
Villiers, and Gayle frequently piled on the

runs, the lack of consistent
support led to their downfall
season after season.Rajat Patidar
Leading From the FrontUnder
the leadership of Rajat Patidar,
RCB are going through a smooth
transition phase. Patidar has
been a standout performer,
clinching two Player of the
Match awards in four games, in
RCB's three wins. The team
currently sits at No. 3 in the
points table.atidar’s match-
winning performances have
been pivotal in RCB’s recent
successes. His leadership was
instrumental in RCB breaking
two major records: first, defeating Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) at Chepauk for the first
time in 17 years, and then clinching a victory
against Mumbai Indians (MI) at Wankhede
Stadium on Monday, ending their 10-year
wait for a win at the venue.Mo Bobat, RCB’s
Director of Cricket, praised Patidar, saying
he "has been everything I hoped and
expected him to be." Patidar has not only led
from the front but has also been RCB's most
impactful batter, scoring 161 runs at an
average 0of 40.25 and a strike rate of 175. His
performances have earned him additional
praise from Robin Uthappa, who once
played for RCB.

“Well, I think he's an incredible player of both
spin and fast bowling. I just think, looks like

he thrives even more when responsibility is
on him, and as a leader, he wants to lead from
the front. He's been doing it with just
absolute panache and just the way he's gone
about his business has been amazing,”
Uthappa told the broadcasters.

The Many Heroes

While Rajat Patidar has led the charge, other
team members have also stepped up. As in
previous years, Virat Kohli has been a
consistent performer, but players like Krunal
Pandya, Yash Dayal, Phil Salt, Jitesh
Sharma, and Bhuvneshwar Kumar have also
contributed significantly. For example, had
Krunal not bowled a brilliant spell of 4-0-29-
3 in the season opener, RCB would have
struggled to beat Kolkata Knight Riders

Rishabh Pant recalls Ashish Nehra's
invaluable advice during tough times

KKR on April 8

advice when he was out of action

accident in late 2022

New Delhi Lucknow Super Giants captain

New Delhi.

The Bengaluru team, which is currently third

Rishabh Pant recalled Gujarat Titans head
coach Ashish Nehra's advice when he was
going through a tough period in his life. Pant
spoke about the phase when he struggled
mentally and physically after his near-fatal
accident in 2022.Pant met with the accident
on the Delhi-Dehradun highway late at night
on December 30, 2022. He managed to
escape with his life, despite his car catching
fire. The batter required multiple surgeries
and months of rehab to get back in shape.

The LSG captain spoke candidly about Ashish

Nehra, his senior from the Sonnet Cricket
Club in Delhi. Pant said that Nehra guided
him through the tough times and advised
him to stay happy, despite being in a
challenging mental and physical state."]

Australia's concussion-blighted

think one piece of advice that really helped
me was from Ashish Nehra," Pant said
during a conference in Kolkata.

"He is a senior from my club as well. He came

to me, saw my condition, and told me, 'T’ve
had a lot of injuries. Just one thing I can tell
you is to keep yourself happy. Do things that
make you feel happy, and keep following
that."""I think that advice really stuck with
me and helped me get through my injury,"
the 27-year-old Pant added.Pant made a
remarkable recovery in less than two years
and played in the 2024 Indian Premier
League season. His performance was strong
enough to earn him a spot in the T20 World
Cup, held in the USA and the Caribbean that

Since his return, Pant has won the T20 World

year.The wicketkeeper-batter also spoke
about the day-to-day difficulties he faced
during that challenging phase. Pant
mentioned how even minuscule tasks, like
brushing his teeth, felt incredibly difficult at
the time."I’ve been playing cricket day in
and day out since [ was a kid. Seeing myself
so immobile in life—that was the hardest
part," he said."So, even something as simple
as brushing my teeth was harder during that
time. I couldn’t do it for at least the first
month," he added.

KKR vs LSG, IPL 2025: Match Preview
Pant said that he started feeling better when he

came to terms with the situation and
accepted that rushing his recovery would be
pointless."I had to accept that I couldn’t
move on from this in one day or two. That’s
when I calmed myself down and realised
there was no point in being negative or
criticising myself every day.""For me, it
might be eating food. For someone else, it
might be talking to someone. You just have
to find your own way," he explained.

Cup and Champions Trophy with India.
While he was a key member of the T20
World Cup squad, he remained on the bench
throughout the Champions Trophy, as the
team preferred KL Rahul.

Pucovski retires from cricket at 27

SYDNEYFormer Australia
opening batsman Will Pucovski retired from
cricket at the age of 27 on Tuesday after a
string of concussions, saying he would not
risk "any more damage to my brain."Free-
scoring batsman Pucovski was earmarked
for future greatness after he made his
Australia debut as a 22-year-old in 2021,

susceptible to short-pitched bowling,
suffering more than 10 concussions in his
career and forcing a medical panel to
recommend last year that he give up the
game.Pucovski said he was still
experiencing the effects of so many blows to
the head. "There's the mental health
symptoms which is one part of it. Then
there's the fatigue, which is quite bad, I get

[PL 2025: Rajat Patidar's RCB not a one-man show any more

(KKR) at Eden Gardens.Krunal
played another key role in the
victory over Mumbai Indians

(MI). When Hardik Pandya hit

him for back-to-back sixes in the

15th over, with MI chasing 222, it
seemed Krunal might crack
under pressure. However, Patidar
showed faith in him by giving
him the ball for the final over.

With Mumbai needing 19 runs,

Krunal repaid his captain’s trust

by taking three wickets and

finishing with figures of 4-0-45-

4, his best in the T20 league.Josh

Hazlewood has been

exceptional, leading RCB's
wicket tally with eight scalps. Not only has
the Australian fast bowler taken crucial
wickets, but he has also bowled at a
remarkable economy rate of 7.76. His
dismissal of Hardik Pandya, who was
blasting a 15-ball 42, proved vital in keeping
the match in RCB's favour and securing the
win against MI.

Yash Dayal, RCB’s top wicket-taker last
season, has been slightly expensive this year
with an economy rate of 10.30. However, the
left-arm seamer has chipped in with crucial
wickets, including that of Rohit Sharma with
a stunning in-swinger. While Bhuvneshwar
may not be in his prime, he has still played
his part effectively, taking three wickets at an
economy rate of 8.27.

Furious Virat Kohli throws
cap in anger after drop
catch, video goes viral

New Delhi. Royal Challengers Bengaluru

(RCB) batter Virat Kohli threw his cap on the
ground in anger after a collision between
wicketkeeper Jitesh Sharma and Yash Dayal
cost RCB an opportunity to dismiss Mumbai
Indians (MI) batter Suryakumar Yadav during
their IPL 2025 match. Dayal bowled a slower
delivery in his second ball of the 12th over
during MI's innings, resulting in an edge off
Suryakumar which went high in the air.
Miscommunication between Jitesh and Dayal
however, resulted in the opportunity getting
wasted, drawing a strong reaction from Kohli,
who was left frustrated.Suryakumar was
batting on 27 when the catch got spilled.
Interestingly, Dayal managed to make
amends off the final delivery of the same over
after delivering another slow ball. Phil Salt
made no mistake at mid-off, resulting in
Suryakumar's dismissal for 28.

While Kohli has always been quite intense on

the field, his reactions in recent years have
been quite controlled in comparison. Netizens
have compared his sudden and fierce outburst
to Rajasthan Royals (RR) head coach Rahul
Dravid similarly throwing his cap in anger
following his team's loss against MI back in
IPL 2014. Dravid failed to stay in control of
his emotions as RR were knocked out of
contention for the playoffs after failing to
defend a target of 190 runs in 14.4 overs.

on the table with six points, will face Delhi
Capitals at home in their fifth match of the

scoring an impressive 62 against India in the RCB went on to beat MI by 12 runs in a close

third Test in Sydney.But it was to be his sole .

international appearance after he dislocated

season at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium on
April 10.

RCB beat Mumbai in a final-over thriller at
the Wankhede Stadium on Monday. Rajat
Patidar hit 64 off 32 balls against ML
Patidar has been in tremendous form both
with his batting and captaincy. The right-
hander has looked confident in the field,
handling the RCB spin duo of Suyash
Sharma and Krunal Pandya brilliantly. RCB
have started their campaign well, in sharp
contrast to the last season. They have been
aggressive with both bat and ball which has
yeilded them the results this season.

Stay updated on IPL 2025 with India Today!
Get match schedules, team squads, live
score, and the latest IPL points table for
CSK, MI, RCB, KKR, SRH, LSG, DC, GT,
PBKS, and RR. Plus, keep track of the top
contenders for the IPL Orange Cap and
Purple Cap. Don't miss amoment!

his shoulder while fielding in that match,
one of a series of injuries and concussions
that derailed his promising career.He has not
played since March last year, when he was
struck by a bouncer, and said Tuesday he
was calling time on playing cricket."It can
be quite difficult to see how can I get out to

play professional sport again when I'm
struggling to live my life how I want to," he
told SEN sports radio on Tuesday."I just
don't want to risk doing any more damage to
my brain than I've already done."Pucovski
was pegged as a rising talent after forcing
his way into a star-studded Victoria state
team as an 18-year-old. But he was

regular headaches," he told SEN.

"I really struggle with things on my left side. If
I'have things happening on my left I feel sick
and dizzy. I struggle with motion sickness. I
know what I was like before these
concussions and I know what I am now. My
family and friends have noticed a difference
in me and that's scary for me and for them,"
Pucovski added.

Rishabh Pant joins Sanjiv Goenka

to cheer for Mohun Bagan SG in

«Rishabh Pant cheered for Mohun

Bagan SG in Kolkata on Monday

««\lohun Bagan defeated

Jamshedpur FC to book a spot in
the ISL final

«Lucknow Super Giants take on

Kolkata Knight Riders on Tuesday

New Delhi. Lucknow Super Giants captain

Rishabh Pant and team owner Sanjiv Goenka
were spotted cheering for Mohun Bagan
Super Giant at the Vivekananda Yuba
Bharati Krirangan Stadium in Kolkata on
Monday, April 7, just a day before their [PL
2025 clash against Kolkata Knight Riders.

Sanjiv Goenka, chairperson of the RP
Sanjiv Goenka Group which owns
Mohun Bagan SG, was joined by LSG
head coach Justin Langer, Vijay Dahiya,
and other members of the cricket team as
they turned out in support of the iconic
Kolkata club during their Indian Super
League semi-final against Jamshedpur
FC.Goenka was seen passionately
supporting the Mariners, who
overturned a 2-1 deficit to book their
place in the final of the ISL, India's
premier domestic football
competition.To the delight of the
cheering contingent, MBSG dominated
proceedings and sealed a 2-0 win in the
second leg of the semi-final, securing a 3-2
victory on aggregate with goals from Jason
Cummings and Lalengmawia'Apuia' Ralte.

Cummings levelled the tie in the 51st minute
with a calmly taken penalty after a handball

P

by Pronay Halder. The defining moment
came in stoppage time, when Apuia
unleashed a sensational long-range strike
into the top corner, sending the home crowd
into raptures.Mohun Bagan will now face

encounter at the Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai, jumping to the third spot on the
points table. Kohli made his presence felt with
the bat, smashing 67 runs off 42 balls in a
knock comprising eight fours and two sixes.
The Bangalore-based franchise have recorded
three wins in four matches so far. MI have
won just one out of five games.

in Kolkata
ISL semis

Bengaluru FC in the final on
Saturday, which will also be
played at their home ground.

Rishabh Pant and his side will be
hoping to make it a double
delight for the Super Giants
when they take on Kolkata
Knight Riders on Tuesday in
the afternoon fixture. LSG are
heading into the match on the
back of a 12-run win over
Mumbai Indians in their
previous outing. They've had a
mixed start to their [PL 2025
campaign, with two wins and
two losses so far.

On the other hand, KKR are brimming with

confidence after hammering SunRisers
Hyderabad by 80 runs in their last match at
home. They will be looking to protect their
fortress at Eden Gardens.
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Styles Phulkari Dupatta With
Patiala Suit At PBKS Vs RR IPL
Match, Fans Say 'Malik Ho Toh Aisa’

P reity Zinta, co-owner of PBKS, arrived to support her team against RR at the IPL

THE PHCTON NEWS

On Ravi Shankar’s Birth Anniversary,
Shweta Basu Prasad Plays Pather
anchali Theme On Sitar
T [

n the occasion of the Sitar maestro Pandit

Ravi Shankar’s 105th birth anniversary

today, April 7, actress Shweta Basu Prasad,
known for her roles in films like Igbal and The
Tashkent Files, took to Instagram and paid a
heartfelt tribute the renowned Indian musician.
She dropped a video wherein the actress is seen
playing the theme of the iconic Indian filmmaker
Satyajit Ray’s Pather Paanchali on a sitar inside
her house.Sharing the clip, she wrote in the
caption, “Happy birthday Pandit Ravi Shankar.
The theme of Satyajit Ray’s Pather Paanchali by
Ravi Shankar on sitar. An attempt." In the video,
the actress is seen dressed in a white traditional
suit.

In no time, the comment section was flooded with
reactions from fans and celebs alike. Actress
Rukhsar Rehman commented, “Beautiful." An
Instagram user wrote, “So nice, well played!.
Happy birthday to the greatest maestro of all
time." One of them shared, “It feels so nice when |
listen to that.”

Pandit Ravi Shankar is widely recognized as one of

—~ the most important figures in promoting Indian

music at the global level.He gained huge
. recognition among Western audiences for Indian

\ . i classical music by partnering with musicians
from all around the world like violinist Yehudi
Menuhin, jazz saxophonist John Coltrane, and
George Harrison of The Beatles. The Indian
government recognised his contribution to music
and awarded him the Bharat Ratna, the country’s
highest civilian award, in 1999.

In addition to his musical accomplishments, Pandit

match on Saturday, April 5. Preity arrived at the stadium wearing a simple white a3 -
patiala suit set and paired it with a beautiful phulkari dupatta, most popular in . '
Punjab. As the actor cheered for her team, her fans couldn’t help but compliment
how beautiful she looked.Preity Zinta left her hair open and wore a bindi to amplify
her look. She greeted fans and cheered for her team. Though PBKS faced the first
failure of the season on the day, the actor’s presence certainly motivated them to do
better in the next matches. The video montage also contained a glimpse of her { -
hugging PBKS captain Shreyas Iyer after her team lost the match. e
Fans took to the comment box and kept the praises coming. “Punjab K Pass Trophy
Nahi Preity Hai," wrote
one fan. Another
posted, “No matters
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team win or loose but i e Ravi Shankar was also an advocate for peace and
she never show any R A st L. cultural understanding and was a UNESCO
anger on her team like il gy Goodwill Ambassador. He died in 2012 at the age

other franchise
owners." A third user

used references from

her song Idhar Chala

from Koi Mil Gaya

and wrote, “Idhar
chala main udhar
chala, Preity ji ko
dekhkar main ruk gaya."
“Preity Zinta, you're a
Bollywood legend and a
timeless beauty! Your
captivating smile, charming
personality, and incredible
talent have won hearts
worldwide. A true icon and
inspiration," read yet another
comment. Complimenting her
further, a fan wrote, “Malik ho to aisa."Recently, rumours were rife that Preity might join
politics after her comeback film with Sunny Deol. However, she refuted the speculations,
adding “various political parties have offered me tickets & Rajya Sabha seats, but I have
politely declined as it’s not what I want."Meanwhile, Preity Zinta is gearing up for her
comeback film with Sunny Deol titled Lahore 1947. It is bankrolled by Aamir Khan
Productions.

Sreeleel

Manhandled During Shoot In Darjeeling While Kartik
Aaryan Walks Ahead; Netizens React To Viral Clip

ﬁ ctors Kartik Aaryan and Sreeleela, currently  social media.While some viewers believe the

of 92, leaving a legacy as one of the most
influential musicians of the twentieth century.

Prajakta Koli Reunites With
Mismatched Co-Stars For A Fun
Reel On ‘Potato’ Pronunciation

rajakta Koli, also known as Mostly Sane, has

been in the news lately owing to her grand

wedding with Virshank Khanal. The duo got
married in February this year and since then, while
Prajakta has been enjoying her married life, she has
also been focussed on her work life. From her book
promotions to creating interesting content for social
media, Prajakta has kept her fans posted about her
life lately. Recently, Prajakta shared a fun reel with
her Mismatched co-stars, Taaruk Raina, Abhinav
Sharma and Garima Yajnik.In the clip, the gang
hilariously debates the pronunciation of the word
“Potato," with each one saying it differently. They
then try to spell it out loud, only to end up confusing
each other even more. Fans couldn’t get enough of
their goofy antics. One user joked, “Kya asli spelling

filming Anurag Basu’s upcoming romantic  clip may be part of a scripted scene, others
musical, are making headlines—but not for  aren’t convinced. “This is scary," one user
reasons the team expected. A recent viral video from  wrote on X. “She’s a public figure, and the
the film’s Darjeeling shoot has left netizens alarmed,  lack of crowd control is unacceptable."
showing a troubling moment where Sreeleela is  Another added, “Even if this is staged, it
abruptly pulled into a crowd while walking alongside  reflects real concerns. Women face this wh
regularly, and there need to be
stronger safety
measures—especially for
public shoots."
Sreeleela has yet to comment on
the video. The production
team has also remained tight-

thi, vo bhi bhool gaye bhai" (We even forgot the
actual spelling, bro), while another wondered if a
shoot was on the cards, commenting. “Next
Mismatched season shoot?”

the popular series Mismatched, Prajakta and Taaruk
were recently seen in a music video as well. They
were seen in Raazdaariyan which was penned and
performed by Sagar Bhatia and the music video was
shot under the direction of Raj Mehta. Speaking
about the song and working with Taaruk, Prajakta

Kartik.In the clip, both stars appear to be making their
way through a packed area when a man suddenly grabs
Sreeleela, causing her to stumble as she instinctively
shields herself. Kartik, who had moved ahead, turns
around only to notice that she’s no longer beside him.
The visibly shaken actress quickly regains composure,
but the moment has sparked heated discussion on

lipped about whether the footage
is part of a planned scene or a real
incident.

Just days prior, the actors were mobbed
by fans during another shoot in
Gangtok, where Kartik was seen
surrounded by a large crowd before being
escorted to his vehicle. The actor’s
massive fan following has made shooting
in public spaces a logistical challenge,

especially with Sreeleela making her Bollywood

debut in this film.Originally, Triptii Dimri was set to
star opposite Kartik but was replaced by Sreeleela for
undisclosed reasons. The film, reportedly a romantic
musical, is set for a Diwali 2025 release and will clash
at the box office with Ayushmann Khurrana and
Rashmika Mandanna’s Thama.

Koli told IANS, I love stories that stay with you
long after they end, and ‘Raazdaariyan” does just
that. It’s raw, beautiful, and heartbreakingly real.
Shooting with Raj sir is always such a pleasure;
working with Taaruk and seeing how effortlessly he
fitinto this emotion was so special. Jia and Aman are
characters we haven’t played before so it was an
exciting challenge. And Sagar’s voice? It just stays
with you."Prajakta started her career as a YouTuber
and content creator with the channel Mostly Sane,
She is best known for her role in Mismatched, a
romantic drama that was released on Netflix in 2020.
Viewers overwhelmingly praised the show, which
also starred Rohit Saraf. She starred in the film
Juglugg Jeeyo, starring Varun Dhawan and Kiara
Advani. She has also collaborated with Vidya Balan
on the thriller Neeyat.
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