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Romulus, Remus,
Khaleesi & ethics of
resurrection

In a scene seemingly ripped from science fiction —
or the Game of Thrones — three genetically
engineered wolves named Romulus, Remus and
Khaleesi were on Tuesday unveiled to the world.
These are no ordinary wolves. Developed by
biotech firm Colossal Biosciences, they were
created by modifying the DNA of modern grey
wolves using ancient genes from the long-extinct
dire wolf.The trio marks a stunning scientific
milestone: the world's first proxy dire wolves to
walk the Earth in 12,000 years. Their creation has
triggered awe, excitement and — quite rightly —a
flurry of ethical debate. Are we correcting past
wrongs or rewriting nature's scripts for our own
narrative satisfaction?Romulus, Remus and
Khaleesi are just the latest chapter in a broader
movement to reverse extinction through genetic
engineering. A few years ago, the birth of
Elizabeth Ann, a cloned black-footed ferret,
showed that viable offspring could be created
using the DNA of animals long dead. Now, efforts
are underway to revive the woolly mammoth, the
dodo and the thylacine (Tasmanian tiger) — all
spearheaded by firms like Colossal Biosciences,
which touts itself as a leader in 'de-extinction
technology'.Such developments captivate the
imagination. Who wouldn't want to see a
mammoth thunder across the tundra again or hear
the howl of a dire wolf echo through the forest?
But as the boundary between fiction and fact
dissolves, so too must our complacency. We must
ask whether we should bring back extinct animals.

Supporters argue that de-extinction serves a dual
ethical purpose: reparation and restoration. Many
species, like the thylacine and passenger pigeon,
were wiped out due to human actions — hunting,
deforestation, pollution.Reviving them, then,
becomes a form of moral compensation for
centuries of ecological damage.There's also the
ecological case. De-extinct species might help
restore lost functions in degraded ecosystems. A
reintroduced mammoth, for instance, could help
maintain Arctic grasslands and even slow
permafrost melt. Proxy dire wolves, in theory,
could balance predator-prey dynamics in
landscapes where such roles are now unfilled.

But good intentions don't always lead to good
outcomes — and in the realm of bioengineering,
evenwell-meaning experiments can spiral into
ethicalRomulus, Remus and Khaleesi may look
like dire wolves. But are they really? These are not
natural-born descendants of a lost species, but
genetically sculpted hybrids — animals that
mimic their extinct ancestors in form, not in origin.
Colossal calls this a "functional de-extinction"
even as some scientists are of the view that
millions of years of evolution can't be replicated
with just 20 genes.Their creation raises
uncomfortable questions: Are these beings life
forms with intrinsic value or biological trophies
born of ambition and nostalgia? Could they face
behavioural mismatches, unexpected health risks
or ecological anomalies? Might they eventually
become Frankenstein-like organisms?

There's another danger here: the transformation of
life into spectacle. When we engineer creatures to
resemble the beasts of prehistoric fantasy, are we
commodifying nature? Is Khaleesi a symbol of
ecological redemption or a living theme park
attraction?Colossal Biosciences, backed by
venture capital and slick marketing, promotes its
work with the enthusiasm of a tech startup. One
must ask: Is this science, environmental justice, or
Jurassic Park-style entertainment? As the lines
blur, so does our understanding of what ethical
science should look like.Even if we assume noble
motives, there are practical concerns. Habitats
have changed. Ecosystems have moved on. The
Arctic that the mammoth once roamed is not the
Arctic of today. The grasslands where the dire wolf
once hunted are now roads, cities and cattle farms.

It has been only two and a half months since Donald

In late February, he publicly humiliated Volodymyr

America’s great unravelling begins at home and abroad

The three-week irrigation embargo not only saved water in the most crucial hot, dry, pre-monsoon phase (June) but also ensured minimal leaching of nutrients.

Trump returned to the White House, but the world has
already fundamentally changed.Trump is rapidly
undermining US trade relations and the global system
of free trade that the United States helped establish
after 1945. His bid to "liberate" the US economy with
escalating tariffs represents an essential change from
the more modest trade-war tactics deployed during his
first term. According to the Yale Budget Lab, the
average US tariff rate is now at its highest level since
1909.Trump is also casting doubt on America's
longstanding alliances, not least the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO) and the security
guarantees that it represents.

Zelenskyy in the Oval Office, then showed the
Ukrainian President the door. Since then, the US
support for Ukraine has effectively ended, giving
Russian President Vladimir Putin a stronger hand than
he has had in years. Trump has made no effort to hide
the fact that his sympathies lie with Russia, the
aggressor, rather than with Ukraine, the beleaguered
democracy that has been fighting for its freedom and
sovereignty. Trump has also suggested that the US
should take control of Gaza, expel its population to
other Arab states and turn the enclave into a resort.
And he continues to talk about annexing Canada,
Greenland and the Panama Canal. Apparently, it is not
enough for the US to control most of the western
hemisphere; Trump wants to own it, too.While
everyone expected turmoil, few anticipated brazen
imperialism. Pundits and commentators have long
interpreted "America First" as a revival of the
isolationist movement that was active before World War
I, but Trump seems to have something else in mind. He
wants a world where a handful of global superpowers
compete — violently if necessary — for resources, raw
materials and spheres of influence.

On the home front, he has allowed the world's richest man,

Elon Musk — the vanguard leader of a Silicon Valley-
based techno-fascist movement — to gut the American
state under the guise of cost-cutting, elimination of waste
and fraud and deregulation. The mass firings and
demolition of entire agencies will have lasting
consequences, which are painful to consider.The gutting
of United States Agency for International Development

(USAID) alone may result in hundreds of thousands of

deaths in Africa and other vulnerable regions of the world.

Faced with such cruel, wanton destruction, one must ask the

essential question: What does any of this actually do for
the US? Will it make the country stronger? If we evaluate
the administration's decisions strictly in light of America's

Mumbai terror attack accused Tahawwur Rana’s

imminent extradition from the US is a defining
moment in India’s war against cross-border terrorism.
It comes nearly two months after US President Donald
Trump, during a joint press conference with PM
Narendra Modi at the White House, announced his
administration’s nod to sending the “very evil” Rana
“to face justice in India”. The onus will now be on
India’s probe agencies to make him specify the role of
Pakistani state actors in the attacks that claimed 166
lives in November 2008 — arguably the most
audacious act of terrorism on Indian soil.

Rana’s interrogation is of vital importance as he had links

not only with the internationally banned Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) but also with Pakistan’s spy agency ISI.
The chargesheet against Ajmal Kasab, the lone
surviving 26/11 terrorist (he was executed in 2012),
clearly mentioned that the Mumbeai strikes were plotted
in Pakistan by the LeT. Kasab and his partners
remained in contact with their handlers and co-

own interests — maintaining its global power and
influence — the only possible answer is no. Trump's
policies, both foreign and domestic, increasingly seem to
be geared toward weakening America — or even toward
its self-destruction.After all, the US gains nothing from
hostility toward Europe. By alienating its allies, it is
destroying one of the main pillars of its superpower
status.For decades, "the West" — an unrivalled
geopolitical framework of military alliances and trade
relationships — served as a force multiplier for US power
and influence. It is why America handily won the cold war
and grew stronger than any power in history. Who benefits
from throwing all that away? Only Russia and China,
which have been quietly watching and waiting as America
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universities and law firms — are crumbling before our
eyes. The US will still enjoy a unique geographical
position between the Atlantic and the Pacific, but the rest
of the world will know that Trumpism has become an
enduring feature of its politics.The disappearance of "the
West" and the collapse of American leadership (and
democracy) will dramatically alter world politics in the
twenty-first century.Order will give way to chaos and the
risk of war will increase as rival superpowers jockey for
position. American society itself will remain polarised,
consumed by irrationalism and prone to conspiracy
theories.In his 1935 novel It Can't Happen Here, Sinclair
Lewis imagines the rise of a dictator to mirror the Fascist
and Naziregimes in Europe.

commits suicide.We can already say that there will be no Now, 90 years later, his dystopia is materialising. Like

return to the previous international order. Trump has
destroyed trust in the US for at least a generation.
American commitments are no longer credible.The
country's institutions — including major media outlets,

Rana’s extradition
Chance for India to corner Pak over 26/11

conspirators through satellite phones while they went
on the rampage in India’s financial capital. Former

India’s Al push faces linguistic hurdle

Goethe following the Battle of Valmy in 1792, when the
Prussian army retreated before the French revolutionary
forces, we are witnessing the start of a new era in world
history.

Pakistani Ambassador to the US Husain Haqqani had
left no room for doubt about the deep state’s role
when he claimed in his 2016 book that shortly after
the carnage, then ISI chief Gen Shuja Pasha admitted
that the planners of the 26/11 attacks were “our
people” but it wasn’t “our operation”. It is apparent
that the plotters had the backing and blessing of the
Pakistan Army, but will Rana say it in so many words
and also name the big fish?The chickens have come
home to roost in Pakistan, which is itself being
scorched by terrorism. However, despite repeated
warnings by New Delhi and Washington about not
letting its territory be used to plot cross-border terror
attacks, Pakistan is persisting with its misadventures
— in line with its policy to bleed India with a
“thousand cuts”. India’s efforts to shame Pakistan
globally over state-sponsored terrorism will get a
huge fillip if the investigators can build an airtight
case against Rana and make him come up with
startling revelations.

The digital divide persists for many speakers of Indian languages, resulting in skewed datasets

Hindi, Bengali, Urdu, Marathi, Telugu and Tamil are
among the top 20 languages of the world, going by
the number of speakers. Yet there are no robust
Indian-language artificial language (AIl) tools
around. Where and why are we lagging behind?First
things first: What is the large language model
(LLM)? An LLM (similar to ChatGPT) is a super-
smart Al taught by ‘reading’ billions of books, papers
and webpages to converse, write and answer
questions nearly like a human! It is similar to a ‘text-
predicting robot’ that uses enormous Internet data to
chat, summarise or code.Now, the second essential
question: how does the LLM ‘learn’ a language?
Think of an LLM as a master chef. To become an
expert, a chef must have years of practice cooking
thousands of dishes from many cultures, employing
hundreds of species and condiments. Similarly, an
LLM must ‘read’ vast quantities of material to
understand language. ‘Massive’ is a vital term. If we
have a tiny training dataset, it is much like a home
cook with only the capacity to follow a few recipes.
Such AI stumbles on unfamiliar topics. A large
corpus with diverse topics and themes is like a globe-
trotting chef trained in global cuisines. Al then
becomes adept at answering a wide range of
questions. A chef taught to make 10 banal meals
versus one trained on 10,000 sophisticated recipes
illustrates how LLMs’ efficacy scales up with data.
Big data is the ‘new oil’: More text equals better
understanding and fewer errors. That is why digital
behemoths like Google and OpenAl train on trillions
of words: it is the only way to make Al seem human.
Therein is the difficulty for Indian
languages.Imagine a cookbook written in Indus
script. However exquisite the cuisine encoded in the
book is, it is worthless because we do not know how
to read it. Indian languages confront a similar issue.

In the early digital age, several actors designed
distinct typefaces, encoding software and keyboard
layouts. The same alphabet had several glyphs in
different typefaces, and at times, there was visual
ambiguity due to badly designed fonts. Adding fuel
to the fire, many Indian-language digital developers
also came out with different keyboard layouts. All
these make it hard to harvest the early digital data,
severely limiting the availability of training datasets
in Indian languages.Dialect differences (Bhojpuri vs
Hindi, Dakhini vs Urdu) and the frequent blending of
English and regional languages (e.g., Hinglish,
Tanglish) exacerbate the problem.

LLMs are similar to Google’s autocomplete in
creating plausible-sounding text every time. As a

result, LLMs can be like a *know-it-all friend’ who | ‘

would rather bluff than admit they are clueless. Fun
for stories but perilous for facts. If you ask, “When
did India land on Mars?” you would most certainly

be given a date/year such as 2035 or September 24, |

2014 (when Mangalyaan entered Mars’ orbit). LLMs
are taught to predict the next word — not to judge
truthfulness. In Al terminology, LLMs are more
likely to ‘hallucinate’ and create false or
manufactured information when training data is
limited, low-quality or unrepresentative.

Typically, most data in Indian languages comes from
news or government sources, which lack diversity.
Very little healthcare, legal or casual discourse is
available. Even now, the digital divide exists, and
many speakers of Indian languages are not online,
resulting in skewed datasets and biased
representation. With minimal digital oversight, the
possibility of misrepresentation, such as creating
fake material, is quite significant. The solution for
Indian languages involves a larger dataset, local
grounding and human-Al collaboration.

Indian languages are highly inflectional, with
complicated verb conjugations, noun cases and
agglutination. Agglutinative grammar (e.g., large
compound phrases) splits into long, nonsensical
subwords, making tokenisation — a critical
technology need — problematic.

As the training dataset is limited, existing LLMs such
as ChatGPT are employed to develop the Indian-
language LLM as a workaround. Because English
makes up more than 60 per cent of the training data,
hybrid models may fail to grasp linguistic nuances.

Outside of the Western world, China, Korea and Japan
dominate the Asian area. They avoided typeface
issues in Indian languages by implementing top-
down standardisation and script consistency early.
The Chinese government required and enforced
GB18030 (which is backwards-compatible with
Unicode), forcing worldwide software marketplaces
to embrace Chinese Unicode early (Windows 2000
and later included Chinese Unicode). In addition,
following the US CLOUD Act, 2018, China secured
data generated on its soil, granting it data

sovereignty. The locally stored corpus became a
valuable advantage for Chinese Big 5 Baidu,
Alibaba, Tencent, Huawei and ByteDance in creating
Chinese LLMs. It is stated that Baidu’s Ernie 4.0
competes with GPT-4 in Chinese tasks but is unseen
in the West.Not everyone responded or could
respond the same way as China; nonetheless, nations
like South Korea created competing LLMs (Naver’s
HyperCLOVA and LG’s Exaone) despite the lack of
tight data sovereignty regulations or severely
controlled data flows.Korean LLMs employ global
datasets (e.g., CommonCrawl, Wikipedia) for broad
knowledge and localised Korean data (Naver
searches, Kakao conversations, K-pop subtitles) for
linguistic and cultural subtlety, prioritising niche
applications where it could excel, such as Al-
generated subtitles, fan interactions for K-pop/K-
drama, Korean-English translation (which
outperforms GPT-4) and enterprise automation, such
as LG’s Exaone.When China built the ‘Great Wall’
around its data, Korea succeeded in Al, like K-pop,
by mixing global trends with local flair. India’s desi
approach — Al4Bharat’s IndicBERT (IIT Madras),
the Government of India’s Bhashini, translation-
focused LLMs, Sarvam Al’s OpenHathi, Google’s
MuRIL and Microsoft’s Shiksha — are silver linings
on the horizon.

While some projects rely on crowdsourced datasets,
others employ unique strategies, such as fine-tuning
global models like LLaMA-2 for Indian languages
using Transfer Learning.Like Korea, India’s
domestic demand for Al is low, necessitating
significant government backing. US President
Trump has promised $500-billion investment in AL
Beijing intends to invest $1.4 trillion over the next 15
years as it battles with Washington for supremacy.
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TCS shares fall after
disappointing Q4. Check
latest price targets

NEW DELHI. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)
kicked off the Q4 earnings season with a mixed
bag, one that left investors parsing through
numbers for cues on what lies ahead.The stock
opened weak on Friday, slipping nearly 1% before
recovering slightly, aided by a strong broader
market. By 10:19 am, it was trading marginally
lower at Rs 3,239.50 on the Bombay Stock
Exchange.Revenue from operations rose 5.3%
year-on-year to Rs 64,479 crore, slightly below
estimates, while net profit declined 1.7% to Rs
12,224 crore, falling short of the Street’s
expectations of Rs 12,650 crore.

Constant currency revenue contracted 0.8%
sequentially, a tad worse than anticipated.

Despite the muted financials, TCS did deliver a
bright spot in deal momentum. The IT major
reported total contract wins worth $12.2 billion,
well above projections.

BROKERAGES ON TCS Q4

For some brokerages, that was enough to look past
the short-term blips. Most analysts have retained
their ‘Buy’ calls on the stock but trimmed their
targets.Nuvama noted that while the revenue miss
was largely due to the BSNL ramp-down, the
company’s strong order book and optimistic
management commentary suggest a pickup from
the second half of FY26.It sees value at current
levels, with the stock trading at 21x FY27
earnings—below its historical average.

Centrum Broking also maintained a positive stance,
albeit with a lowered target of Rs 4,211, citing
margin tailwinds and robust GenAl-related deal
activity.Choice Broking also expressed optimism,
even as it cut its target to Rs 3,950, cautioning that
macro uncertainty could continue to weigh on
client spending.Nomura took a more measured
view, cutting its price target to Rs 3,490 and
highlighting the lack of near-term visibility.

On the other hand, Antique Stock Broking upgraded
the stock to ‘Buy’, noting the 30% correction from
its peak and arguing that current valuations already
factor in the near-term weakness. While the market
reaction was subdued, the broader analyst
consensus suggests that TCS remains well-placed
over the medium term.A lot will depend on how
global tech spending shapes up in FY26, but with a
solid pipeline and a defensive balance sheet, the
company appears to be entering this uncertain
phase from a position of relative strength.

Asian shares sink, with
Japan's Nikkei down 5.6 per
cent as China-US trade war
escalates

BANGKOK. Asian shares sank Friday after U.S.
stocks gave up much of their historic gains from the
day before.The deepening worries over President
Donald Trump’ s trade war initially helped pull
Japan’s Nikkei 225 share index down 5.6 percent.
By mid-morning in Tokyo, it was down 4.7 per cent
at 32,969.95.The yen surged against the U.S. dollar,
which also lost value against the euro.

One dollar bought 143.48 Japanese yen, down from
about 146 yen a day earlier. The euro rose to $1.1305
from $1.1195.South Korea's Kospi fell 1.6 per cent
to 2,400.34, while in Australia, the S&P/ASX 200
shed 2.1 per centto 7,552.10.

Investors are viewing Trump's decision to view a 90
day delay on higher tariffs for most countries as a
ploy, not a pivot, Stephen Innes of SPI Asset
Management said in a commentary.

“That’s the market hitting the brakes, hard. The sugar
high from Trump’s tariff pause is fading fast, and
Asia’s about to feel the comedown. The
champagne’s flat, the party’s over, and the tape is
twitching,” he wrote.On Thursday, the S&P 500
tumbled 3.5 per cent , slicing into Wednesday’s
surge of 9.5 per cent following Trump’s decision to
pause many of his tariffs worldwide. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average dropped 1,014 points, or 2.5%,
and the Nasdaq composite tumbled 4.3%.

GreenLine raises USD 275
million in equity investment

MUMBALI. GreenLine Mobility Solutions, the Essar
group venture that operates LNG and electric-
powered heavy commercial trucks, announced a
USD 275 million equity investment, which will be
used to deploy over 10,000 LNG and EV trucks as
well as set up 100 LNG refuelling stations and EV
charging points.The investment also includes a USD
20 million investment from Nikhil Kamath, co-
founder of Zerodha and True Beacon.

Anshuman Ruia, Director at Essar, said that they see
this as an opportunity to not only build the green
mobility ecosystem but also, in the future, invest in
clean energy sources to power our electric trucks.
Anand Mimani, CEO of GreenLine Mobility
Solutions Ltd. said that this investment brings them
closer to their vision of transforming India’s road
logistics sector.

According to GreenLine, their LNG-powered trucks
reduce carbon dioxide emissions by up to 30%,
making them a trusted partner for corporates aiming
to achieve their sustainability goals. GreenLine’s
clients include UltraTech Cement, Hindustan Zinc,
Saint-Gobain, JSW Steel, Castrol, among other
large corporates.The company's current fleet of over
650 LNG trucks serves marquee companies across
industries such as FMCG & e-commerce, metals and
mining, cement, oil & gas, and chemicals. The fleet
has already covered over 38 million kilometres,
reducing CO2 emissions by 10,000 tonnes, said the
company in a statement.Kamath said that backing
GreenLine is a bet on the future where sustainability
and efficiency go hand in hand. More companies
need to take the leap, adopt green tech, and rethink
how we move goods at scale. This shift is
happening—with or without you, he added.

Wall Street crashes, Dalal Street
rallies: 5 things investors should know

s —
Stock market today: Dalal

Street's leading indices rallied

sharply, defying a global sell-
off sparked by Wall Street's
overnight crash. Here are the
key factors behind today's
stock market rally.

e ——

NEW DELHLI. It was a tale of two markets.

While Wall Street bled red overnight,
shaken by fresh fears of a US-China trade
war, Dalal Street stood tall. The mood in
Mumbai was strikingly upbeat, even as
global markets crumbled under the weight
of investor panic.The Dow, S&P 500 and
Nasdaq have all plunged sharply, giving
up recent gains that followed US
President Donald Trump’s temporary 90-

day tariff pause for most countries
(except China). The rally proved short-
lived. As traders digested the fine print,
reality hit hard: this wasn’t a truce — it
was a timeout. And China, still firmly in
the crosshairs, loomed large.Asian
markets reeled. Japan’s Nikkei and
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng saw steep
losses. However, India's benchmark
indices bucked the trend. Sensex and
Nifty stayed firm, powered by a mix of
local factors and global repositioning.

So what explains this rare moment of calm
in an otherwise stormy world? Here’s
what worked in Dalal Street’s favour:

DELAYED IMPACT

Markets in India were shut on Thursday

for Mahavir Jayanti. That gave investors &

a full day to absorb the news of the 90-day
tariff break and plan accordingly. By the
time markets reopened Friday morning,
global equities had already taken a
beating, but Indian stocks were still
playing catch-up with the earlier positive
cues.

90-DAY TARIFFTIMEOUT

145%, Indian exporters are suddenly
seeing a glimmer of hope. Government
officials are said to be working on a trade
deal with the US during this 90-day
window, and that anticipation is already
boosting sentiment. The thinking is
simple: if India can strike a favourable

straight into India’s hands. Whether it's
chip manufacturing or consumer
electronics, India is positioning itself as a
credible alternative.

RBI'SRATE CUT
Earlier this week, the Reserve Bank of India

cut the repo rate to boost liquidity and
support consumption. That’s a direct
tailwind for rate-sensitive sectors like
autos, FMCG, and real estate. Despite
flagging concerns about slowing growth,
the central bank’s move has added a dose
of confidence.

deal, it could open doors for a wide range

of sectors.

INDIA TO GAIN FROM US-CHINA

TRADE WAR?

There’s a broader narrative at play here. As

Q4 EARNINGS HOPE

There’s growing belief that fourth-quarter
results could look better than the tepid
third quarter, especially for large-cap
companies. That expectation is providing
an additional cushion for investors who
are otherwise on edge.

SHOULD INVESTORS CHASE THE
RALLY?

Probably not in a hurry. Most analysts are
urging caution. Volatility is here to stay,

tensions between Washington and Beijing
escalate, global companies are looking to
diversify away from China. That plays

and any escalation in the US-China
standoff could trigger another round of

With China facing steep tariffs of up to

Mutual fund inflows fall for March by Rs
4 221 crore, shows AMFI data

NEW DELHI. Mutual fund
inflows declined sharply in
March 2025, with investors
turning cautious as stock
markets stayed volatile due to
global uncertainty. According
to data released by the
Association of Mutual Funds in
India (AMFT) on Friday, equity
mutual fund inflows dropped
by Rs 4,221 crore in March,
falling to Rs 25,082 crore from
Rs 29,303 crore in February 2025.

This fall comes at a time when the stock
markets have seen large swings, driven
by international trade tensions, rising
interest rates in major economies, and
concerns around economic growth
across the globe. Many investors
appear to have chosen to hold back
fresh investments, waiting for the
situation to stabilise.Despite the fall in

fresh investments, the total equity
Assets Under Management (AUM)
rose to Rs 29.5 lakh crore in March,
compared to Rs 27.4 lakh crore in
February. This growth was largely
driven by gains in the stock market and
the impact of Systematic Investment
Plans (SIPs), which continued to bring
in steady money.

Overall, the mutual fund industry’s total
AUM stood at Rs 65.7 lakh crore in

Equity mutual fund inflows
dropped by Rs 4,221 crore in
March, falling to Rs 25,082 crore
from Rs 29,303 crore in February
2025, as per data released by the
Association of Mutual Funds in
India (AMFI).

March, higher than Rs 64.5 lakh crore
in the previous month, the AMFI data
showed.The report further showed that
the total outflow from mutual funds in
March stood at Rs 1.63 lakh crore,
while total inflows were at Rs 40,063
crore. The large outflows were mainly
seen in debt and liquid funds, as many
corporates and institutions withdrew
funds towards the end of the financial
year.

Sensex jumps 1,400 points: 3 things
to know about Dalal Street rally

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock
indices surged sharply during early
trade on Friday, as investors responded
with renewed optimism to US
President Donald Trump’s 90-day
tarifftimeout.

At 9:43 am, the S&P BSE Sensex had
leapt 1,415.25 points to 75,262.40,
while the NSE Nifty50 rallied 465.90
points to 22,865.05.The upbeat mood
wasn’t limited to frontline
indices—broader market segments,
including small-cap and mid-cap
stocks, also logged impressive gains
as volatility receded and risk appetite
improved.Here are three key
takeaways for retail investors tracking
today’s rally on Dalal Street:

MARKET CHEERS TARIFF
TIMEOUT

President Donald Trump’s decision to
suspend most new tariffs for 90
days—China being the notable
exception—provided a much-needed
breather for global markets. For India,
which has so far remained on the
periphery of the US-China trade
escalation, this move has been viewed

as a constructive development.But
market experts are already reading
between the lines.“Bond markets
didn’t respond with safe-haven
buying—yields actually spiked,” noted
R g 0| 1 il

Dr VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist Geojit Investments Limited.
“This wasn’t a voluntary rollback.
Bond vigilantes forced Trump’s hand.”

With the dollar index slipping and US 10-
year bond yields hovering near 4.46%,
there’s still no clear sign that
geopolitical tensions have abated in
any meaningful way.

VOLATILITY STILL IN DANGER
ZONE

Despite the initial euphoria, seasoned

voices on Dalal Street are advising
against excessive optimism. “Volatility
is likely to remain the dominant
theme,” said Anand James, Chief
Market Strategist at Geojit. According
to him, the market needs to decisively
cross key resistance
levels—particularly 23,140 on the
Nifty—or at least sustain above
22,850 to keep bullish momentum
intact.“Weakness may resurface if the
Nifty drops below 22,350, although a
fall below 22,160 is less likely,” he
added.With global cues still in flux
and domestic investors processing a
backlog of mid-week developments,
intraday swings are likely to persist
through the day.
WHAT TO EXPECT
DALALSTREET?
While Friday’s rally has injected some
confidence into the market, experts
remain wary of declaring the beginning
of a new uptrend. The overarching
message? Stay optimistic, but don’t let
your guard down.“There is no room for
a sustained rally in the market in the
present uncertain context.

NEXT ON

global jitters.

Mutual fund inflows hit in
March. Trump tariffs to blame

New Delhi. Mutual fund inflows in India fell sharply
in March 2025, with investor sentiment affected by
market volatility and fresh concerns over US trade
tariffs. According to new data released by the
Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI) on
Friday, net equity inflows dropped by 14% to Rs
25,082 crore in March, down from Rs 29,303 crore
in February.

The broader mutual fund industry also saw a sharp
reversal in flows. In March, the industry witnessed
an overall outflow of Rs 1.64 lakh crore, compared
to anetinflow of Rs 40,076 crore in February.

The largest outflows were seen in debt mutual funds,
where investors pulled out Rs 2.02 lakh crore,
possibly due to end-of-year financial needs by
institutions and ongoing global uncertainty.

TARIFF IMPACT ON MUTUAL FUNDS?

Market experts say the sharp drop in inflows was not
unexpected. Concerns over the US tariff decisions
announced by President Donald Trump led to
global uncertainty. These decisions affected
investor mood across markets, including India.

Kranthi Bathini, Director — Equity Strategy at
WealthMills Securities Pvt Ltd, said, “Because of
the last two months of volatility in the market,
some retail investors have been cancelling their
SIPs and fresh investments have slowed down. It
seems to be a temporary slowdown, but we need to
watch the trend over the next few months.”

He added, “The Trump tariffs had a sentimental
impact in the short to medium term. The exit of
foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) from India has
also added to the market downtrend. April and May
will be important to see how inflows shape up.”

CATEGORY-WISE TRENDS

Despite the decline in overall equity inflows, all 11
equity mutual fund categories still received
positive inflows in March. Flexi-cap funds topped
the list, with Rs 5,615 crore inflows, up from Rs
5,104 crore in February. Small-cap funds followed
with Rs 4,092 crore, while mid-cap funds saw Rs
3,438 crore, slightly up from Rs 3,406 crore in
February.However, sectoral and thematic funds
saw a sharp drop in investor interest, with inflows
falling by 97% month-on-month. These funds
received just Rs 170 crore in March, compared to
Rs 5,711 crore in February. Dividend yield funds
saw the lowest inflow at Rs 140.51 crore.Large-
cap funds were among the few equity categories
that saw a fall in inflows. They dropped 13%
month-on-month, with March inflows at Rs 2,866
crore.The biggest concern for the industry came
from debt mutual funds, which saw a net outflow
of Rs 2.02 lakh crore in March. Liquid funds alone
recorded an outflow of Rs 1.33 lakh crore, while
overnight funds saw a withdrawal of Rs 30,015
crore. Credit risk funds and gilt funds with 10-year
constant duration had smaller outflows at Rs 294
crore and Rs 101 crore, respectively.

US eqg prices increase to record high,
dashing hopes of cheap eqgs by Easter

The increase reported
Thursday in the Consumer
Price Index means
consumers and businesses
that rely on eggs might not
get much immediate relief.

NEW DELHI. U.S. egg prices increased

again last month to reach a new record-
high of $6.23 per dozen despite President
Donald Trump’s predictions, a drop in
wholesale prices and no egg farms having
bird flu outbreaks.The increase reported
Thursday in the Consumer Price Index
means consumers and businesses that rely
on eggs might not get much immediate
relief. Demand for eggs is typically
elevated until after Easter, which falls on
April 20.Industry experts were expecting
the index to reflect a drop in retail egg
prices because wholesale egg prices fell
significantly in March. University of
Arkansas agricultural economist Jada

Thompson said the wholesale prices did
not start dropping until mid-March, so
there may not have been enough time for
the average price for the month to decline.
And grocery stores may not have
immediately passed on the lower prices.

The bird flu effect
Bird flu outbreaks were cited as the major

cause of price spikes in January and
February after more than 30 million egg-
laying chickens were killed to prevent the
spread of the disease. Only 2.1 million
birds were slaughtered in March and none
of them were on egg farms.Egg prices hit
$5.90 in February one month after setting
a record at $4.95 per dozen, according to
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.The
farms that had fall outbreaks have been
working to resume egg production after
sanitizing their barns and raising new
flocks, but chickens must be about six
months old before they start laying eggs.
Thompson said those farms did not come
back online as quickly as anticipated.In
the latest U.S. Department of Agriculture
numbers, there were only about 285
million hens laying eggs nationwide as of
March 1, Before the outbreak, the flock
typically numbered more than 315

million.Since the current bird flu outbreak
began, more than 168 million birds have
been slaughtered, most of them egg-
laying chickens. Any time a bird gets sick,
the entire flock is killed to help keep bird
flu from spreading. That can have an

effect on the egg supply because massive
egg farms may have millions of birds.

Egg price politics

Trump tried to take credit for the lower
wholesale egg prices the USDA reported
inrecent weeks.“The egg prices they were
going through the sky. And you did a
fantastic job,” Trump said to Agriculture
Secretary Brooke Rollins before he
announced the details of his tariffs at the
White House last week. "Now we have
lots of eggs and they are much cheaper

now.”But experts say the president’s plan
to fight bird flu by focusing on
strengthening egg farmers’ defenses
against the virus is likely to be more of a
long-term help.The Agriculture
Department tried to find egg imports to
add to the supply and nearly 4 million
dozens of eggs were brought into the
country in February. But egg traders saw
an opportunity with the high prices and
7.6 million dozens were exported.
Numbers for March were not yet
available.“I think there are lots of people
who are looking to see the egg prices
coming down because they wanted to
call it a win. And I think it’s a loss for
everybody. I think we all want to see egg
prices come down,” Thompson said.

Rollins on Thursday suggested the rise in

egg prices is temporary. She pointed to
the overall consumer price index showing
a slight dip in prices for goods and
services across the U.S. economy in
March and suggested egg prices will soon
follow.“We’re also moving into the Super
Bowl of eggs, which is Easter,” Rollins
said. “So from the beginning, I’ve said
this is sort of the high price for retail for

eggs.
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First images of Tahawwur Rang, in chains,
belng handed over to NIA team in US

New Delhi.
E..The visuals show

Tahawwur Rana,

in chains, being
escorted by US
Marshals in what

seems like an

Army airbase.
The 26/11
attacks plotter

was extradited to

has accessed
exclusive images of US Marshals
in California transferring the |
custody of 26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks plotter Tahawwur |
Hussain Rana to the NIA team
and representatives from the
Ministry of Extemal Affairs
(MEA). The visuals show the 64-
year-old terror suspect, in chains,
being escorted by US Marshals in
what seems like an Army airbase.
Rana, a Canadian national of
Pakistani origin, arrived in Delli
on Thursday following his
extradition from the TS. He was
arrested by the NIA upon his
arrival and was sent to the
agency's custody for 18 daysby a
special court. Visuals from the Palam airport
showed Rana, with white hair and a flowing
beard, dressed in brown overalls.

India on ThUI'SdC‘Y Rana, who served in the Pakistan army before

moving to Canada in the late 1990s, provided
logistical and financial support fo Lashkar-e-

—

Taiba scout David Coleman Headley via his
immigration consultancy business.

Headley recced the targets in Mumbai over two
years before 10 LeT terrorists went on a
rampage in the city on November 26, 2008,
killing 166 people.

He has been charged with criminal conspiracy,

waging war against India, and
offences under the Unlawful
) Activities (Prevention} Act.
( In NIA custody, Rana will be
questioned to ascertain the role of
Pakistani state actors behind the
Mumbal attacks and find missing
pieces in the 26/11 jigsaw puzzle.
The NIA questioning will focus on
three aspects: the plot, Rana's
Lashkar-e-Taiba links, and the
invelvement of Pakistani spy
agency ISL
Rana's interrogation will be
conducted by a 12-member NIA
team led by DIG Jaya Roy, who
played a prominent role in securing
Rana’s extradition from the US.
Presently, Rana is being held in a
high-security cell at the NIA headquarters and
is being monitored by CCTV cameras around
the clock. Food and other provisions are being
arranged within the cell. After the remand
period, Rana will likely be lodged at Delhi’s
Tihar Jail.

Dehli government to
install 1K sprinklers to
combat year-round
pollution

NEW DELHL In a bid to tackle air pollution
throughout the year, the Delhi government has
announced a new inifiative to install 1,000
water sprinklers on streetlight poles across the
city, CM Rekha Gupta said on Wednesday.

Gupta underlined that the move is part of a
broader plan to suppress dust, a major
contributor to the city’s alarming air quality, not
just in winter but throughout the year. The chief
minister criticised the former Aam Aadmi Party
government for limiting the operation of
polluiion-control devices like smog guns and
sprinklers to just a few months annually.

“Earlier, water sprinklers used to function for just
two months of winter. After coming to power,
we have understood that air pollution is not a
problem for only two months, rather it exists
throughout the year,” Gupta said.

The chief minister explained that even summer
months bring high dust levels, which can
severely mmpact air quality, much like the
autumn and winter seasons. “In summer too,
there is a lot of dust in the air and the
circumstances are similar like autumn or
winter,” she noted. To address this, the Public

Works Department (PWD) will deploy 1,000
spritklers citywide, with four in each of the
capital’s 250 municipal wards. These
sprinklers, mounted on streetlight poles, are

PM-ABHIM: Delhi signs Mol
with Centre to implement
healthcare project

NEW DELHL The Delhi government on Thursday
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (Moll} with
the Centre for implementation of Pradhan Mantri
Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-
ABHIM) in the capital. The MoU signing event
happened in the presence of Union Health Minister JP
Nadda and Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupia who
were present there with her whole cabinet.

“It is a moment of pride that 36 lakh people in Delhi will
be benefitted by the AB PM-JAY scheme. 8.19 Crore
people have already availed treatment under the
scheme and the government has cumulatively spent a
total of Rs 1.26 lakh crore for the same,” Nadda said.
Relkha Gupta informed that an amount of Rs 1749 Crore
has been approved for the establishment of 1139 Urban
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (AAM)}, the strengthening
of 11 Integrated Public Health Laboratories (IPHLs),
and 9 Critical Care Blocks (CCBs} under PM-ABHIM
during the scheme period.

She added that the health and wellness centres, now
referred to as Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, that will be
constructed under PM-ABHIM will provide much
better facilities than the mohalla clinics that had been
started in porta cabins on the side of the roads and next
to drains.

“It will provide mother and child care services,
immunisation, elder care, and treatment for several
non-communicable diseases. The iniegrated labs, one
in each distriet, will ensure that people can get their
tests done quickly. And, crifical care blocks will be
started in prominent Delhi hospitals, which will get
new [CUs and OTs under the mission,” said Gupta. In
the event, the Health Minister and other dignifaries also
distributed Ayushman cards to 30 beneficiaries of AB
PM-JAY in Delhi.

Ambedkar University
students launch indefinite
hunger strike

NEW DELHI. Over a month after three students from
Ambedkar University Delhi{AUD) were suspended for
speaking out against a ragging incident that allegedly
led a fellow student to attempt suicide, students on
campus launched an indefinite hunger strike on
Thursday. Protesting students said their peaceful
demonstrations over the past month were met with
administrative repression, “Campus gates have been

sealed, barricades

erected, and heavy
security deployed to

% suppress student

mobilisation. The

#% administration haseven

| issued notices banning
protests near the admin

block, effectively curtailing our fundamental rights to
free assembly and expression on campus,” said one of
the students. The students are demanding the
immediate revocation of suspensions, withdrawal of
the undemocratic notice restricting campus protests,
reopening of all campus gates.

2]-year-old arrested for
making fake social media
profile impersonating woman

NEW DELHI. A 27-year-old man has been arrested for
allegedly creafing a fake social media profile of a
woman and uploading objectionable images, police
said on Thursday. According fo officials, a complaint
was lodged on March 11 in which the woman alleged
that an unknown person had created a fake social media
account using her name and uploaded morphed,
objectionable images along with her maobile number.
This caused her severe harassment and was a violation
of her privacy.

During the probe, analysis of the IP addresses linked to
the fake account led to the identification of the
associated email ID and mobile number. Further
examination of call detail records helped police trace
the suspect's location. “A raid was conducted at the
location, and the accused, identified as Divanshu, was
apprehended.” said Deputy Commissioner of Police
{Outer) Sachin Sharma.

To monitor progress and

Lieutenant Governor Vinai

22 major drains being
desilted: CM Rekha Gupta

NEW DELHI. As part of the Yarmmuma

cleaning campaign, the Delhi
government has launched a large-scale
desilting operation of 22 major drains
that directly flow into the
river. Using advanced
machinery, the drains are ’
being cleaned to ensure the i
treated water entering the
Yamuna meets prescribed
environmental standards.

maintain guality centrol,
inspections are now being
conducted every 15 days.

Kumar Saxena, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, and PWD
Minister Parvesh Verma on Thursday
jointly inspected several major drains,
including the supplementary drain in
Wazirabad, Barapullah Drain, Sunheri
Pul Drain, Kushak Drain, and the
Najafgarh Drain, also known as the

Sahibi River. The leaders confirmed
that the desiliing work across all 22
drains is progressing rapidly. The team
inspected 50 acres of land belonging to

the irrigation and flood control
department and anneunced that the
government has now decided fo
transform this land into a beautiful and
grand public park. “This land holds
immense potential for the community

and has long been left in a deplorable

condifion. We are now committed fo

converting it into a lush, accessible

green space,” she said. The plan also
includes a proposed
riverfront development along
the Sahibi River, which
passes through the area.

“We are constantly monitoring
the Yamuna cleaning process.
Works to clean the 22 drains
are being desilted using
advanced machinery so that
the treated water from these
drains when entering the river
is as per prescribed standards.

Regular inspections of these
drains are now being

conducted every 15 days to ensure

timely progress and quality control.”
she told reporters. These drains
discharge waste directly into the

Yamuna River and have been neglected

fordecades.

Dust storm, light evening rain bring
respite to Delhiites amid intense heat

NEW DELHI. Delhi witnessed a shift

in weather on Thursday evening as
overcast skies, drizzles, and a brief
duststorm  brought much-needed
respite from the ongoing heatwave.
The India Meteorological
Department (IMDY) has forecast a
thunderstorin with rain for Friday,
with the maximum femperature
expected to hover around 37 degrees
Celsiug and the minimum around 24
degrees Celsius.

Earlier in the day, heatwave conditions

were recorded at the IMD’s Ridge and
Ayvanagar weather stations, where the
mercury climbed to 40.9 degrees
Celsius and 40.2 degrees Celsius,
respectively.

The city’s main observatory at
Safdarjung logged a maximum of
39.6 degrees Celsius — 4.5 degrees
above normal. Other stations also
reported high temperatures, with
Palam registering 39.1 degrees

Celsius and Lodhi Road matching
Safdarjung at39.6 degrees.

The capital had experienced its first

heatwave of the season on Monday
when temperatures breached the 40-
degree mark. The minimum
temperature stood at 25.9 degrees
Celsius on Thursday, nearly six

degrees above the scasonal average
and the highest April night
temperature in the last three years. In
comparison, the highest April
minimum was 26.2 degrees Celsius in
2022, while in 2023 and early 2024,
the minimums remained helow 25
degrees.

expected to function year-round, particularly on
the busy Ring Roads.

“So the water sprinklers and smog guns will now
function throughout the year. We are planning to
install water sprinklers on the streetlight poles
on the Ring Roads,” Gupta said, adding, “We
are clear in our policies and efforts, so the
results will also be clear.”

The plan comes after the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP} unseated the AAP m the February
Assembly elections, winning 48 of the 70 seats.
During the campaign, the BJP had repeatedly
raised concerns over the city’s poor air quality
and held the previous regime accountable. Dust
is a major source of PM2.5 and PM10 — fine
and coarse particulate matter that can cause
serious respiratory problems by entering the
lungs and bloodstream.

Delhi HC asks lawyers to steer
parties for reconciliation in
matrimonial disputes

NEW DELHI. TheDelhi High Court has
reprimanded a man for his untuly conduct toward
his wife’s counsel during ongoing matrimonial
proceedings, wurping lawyers to steer parties
toward amicable resolufions rather than escalating
conflicts.

A division bench, consisting of Justice Prathiba M.
Singh and Justice Amit Sharma, emphasized that
while matrimonial disputes often leave parties in
emotional turmeil, no amount of frustration conld
justify misconduct in the courtroom, particularly
toward opposing counsel.

The bench highlighted the crucial role lawyers play
not only in representing their clients but also in
maintaining the dignity of judicial proceedings
and fostering a climate of peace. “Matrimonial
disputes bring immense emotional strain, but
peaoe and tranqu 1]l1ty are of utmost importance,”

the court remarke

The case was brought before the court by the
petitioner-wife, who sought the mitiation of
criminal contempt proceedings against her
estranged husband, cifing repeated acts of
defiance and misconduet in courf. Her counsel
claimed the husband had obstructed the course of
justice, including delaying a decision on her
maintenance plea. The husband’s alleged verbal
abuse had prompted the Family Court judge to
recuse from the case, with the sifuation escalating
on July 29, 2024, when the HC held the husband
cuilty of criminal contempt for his distuptive
behaviour, including insulting remarks and
disrespect toward the court. His conimued
defiance of court orders conceming maintenance
payments further exacerbated the situation.

While aclknowledging the husband’s misconduct,
the bench exercised judicial temperance, stating,
“The entire blame cannot be placed solely on the
respondent. There appear to be circumstances that
provoked him.” The court added that if the
husband had grievances with the petitioner’s
counsel, he should have pursued appropriate legal
channels rather than resorting to disruptive
behaviour.

Is 26/11 plotter David Coleman Headley a
double agent shielded hy US?

=India has taken 26/11 terror-
attack conspirator Tahawwur
Rang into its custody. Though
the US has extradited Rang, it

seems to be dragging iis feet
on the exiradition of key ploiter
David Coleman Headley, a

bigger fish. Is Headley a
double agent who the US is not
ready to hand ever to India?

New Delhi.The years-long wait is over.
one of the co-

Tahawwur Rana,

main conspirator David Coleman
Headley, who conducted on-ground
reconnaissance of the sites that were

targeted in the 2008 Mumbai attacks.
Thongh Rana has been extradited, the
US seems to be dragging its feet on the
extraditionrequest for Headley.

Secretary GK Pillai.

While Rana, who experts consider a §

"smaller player”, is finally in India to
face justice, the big fish, David

Coleman Headley, who visited India }

at least eight times to lay the
groundwork for the 2008 Mumbai

terror attack, remains in custody in the §g

US. Although Headley was convicted
of plotting the 2008 Mumbai ferror

attacks and is in an American prison, he
cannot be extradited to India, says the US.
This even as India has had submitted

INDIA'SRADAR
Rana's extradition to India, following years
of gritty legal battles and diplomatic

(ISI}." according to former Union Home

TERRORIST DAVID HEADLEY IS ON

conspirators in the 26/11 Mumbai terrorist
attacks, landed in New Delhi on Thursday
and was arrested by the NIA after being
extradited by the US. Pakistan-born
Canadian citizen Rana had logistically
and legally aided his childhood friend and

Daood Gilani, back to India.

multiple extradition requests to get
Headley, whose real name is said to be

Terrorist David Coleman Headley "acted as
a double agent for the US government and
Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence

next target in the 26/11 saga:

Coleman Headley, Rana's childhood
fiiend and the key mastermind behind the

deadly plot thatkilled 166.

efforts, has ignifed questions abouf the

"...The US is yet to act on India's request to

extradite a more-important plotter of the

attack, David Coleman Headley, who in

2013 was sentenced by a US court to 35
years in prison for his role in the
Pakistan-scripted Mumbai massacre,”
foreipn policy and strafepic expert
Brahma Chellaney wrote on X on
Monday.

Former IPS officer and Information
Bureau chief Yashovardhan Jha Azad
said, "After denying extradition of the
main plotter, actor and schemer David
Headley, his friend and his helper
Tahawwur Rana, is being extradited to
India."

"The US extradites Tahawur Rana to
India after a long legal battle. Great news,
But why will the same US legal systemnot
extradite David Coleman Headley who
was the other key plotter and allowed him
a plea bargain instead... If Washington is
truly serious about bringing the 26/11
terrorists to justice, then give us Headley
tool,” TV's Rajdeep Sardesai wrote on X
on Thursday.

David
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Canadian Police bust high-
tech fentanyl labs in British
Columbia, 2 arrested

UPDATED At least three drug labs in British
Columbia, Canada, were dismantled by the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), the Associated
Press reported citing authorities on Thursday. Two of
the labs are believed to have been used for fentanyl
production, while the purpose of the third lab
remains unclear.During the operation, the RCMP
arrested at least two individuals, including one
described as a “chemist.” However, no charges have
been filed yet as the investigation continues.The
Mounties executed multiple search warrants in late
March, leading to the discovery of the labs, which
were equipped with advanced chemistry apparatus
typically found in academic and professional
research settings.Chief Supt. Stephen Lee, deputy
regional commander of the RCMP’s federal policing
program, highlighted the alarming trend of
increasing scientific sophistication in drug labs
operated by transnational organized crime
groups.Assistant Commissioner David Teboul
clarified that the drugs produced at these labs were
not intended for the US, although he did not disclose
how investigators came to that conclusion, citing the
ongoing nature of the investigation.The RCMP’s
investigation began in the summer of 2023, focusing
on the illegal importation of precursor chemicals and
commercial lab equipment used in the production of
drugs such as fentanyl, MDMA, and GHB.

Trump hits defiant China
with more tariffs, total levy
now at 145%

UPDATED US President Donald Trump's sharp
increase in tariffs on Chinese products brings
Washington's extra rate on most products to 145
percent, the White House confirmed on
Thursday.While Trump has paused fresh tariffs on
dozens of countries for 90 days on Wednesday, he has
intensified pressure on Beijing by raising new tariffs
on Chinese imports to 125%. This figure builds on a
20% duty introduced earlier this year, citing China's
alleged involvement in the fentanyl supply chain. The
total tariffs Trump has imposed on Chinese products
this year now stand at 145%, adding to existing levies
from past administrations.Trump announced the
125% levy on Chinese goods on Wednesday, but the
White House later clarified that it was in addition to
the earlier 20%. Speaking at a cabinet meeting, Trump
defended his tariff policies, which have rattled global
markets, saying the US is in "very good shape."
"We're very, very happy with the way the country’s
running. We're trying to get the world to treat us
fairly," Trump Do not retaliate, and you will be
rewarded," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said
following the announcement, describing the move as
a calculated play to isolate China while encouraging
global cooperation.Meanwhile, China is reaching out
to other nations as the US layers on more tariffs in
what appears to be an attempt to form a united front to
compel Washington to retreat. Days into the effort, it’s
meeting only partial success, with many countries
unwilling to ally with the main target of Trump’s trade
war.China has refused to seek talks, saying it would
“fight to the end” in a tariff war, prompting Trump to
further jack up the tax rate on Chinese imports to
145%. It was initially announced on Wednesday as
125%, but that did not include a 20% tariff on China
tied to its role in fentanyl production.

n retaliation, China imposed 84% tariffs on US goods,
which took effect Thursday.CHINA LOOKS TO
EUROPE, ASIAAMID TRADE TENSIONS

China has primarily focused on Europe, with Premier Li
Qiang speaking to European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen, a move that sent a “positive
message to the outside world,” according to Xinhua
NewsAgency.

Scientists map brain of
mouse watching The Matrix;
call it as complex as @
galaxy

WASHINGTON. Thanks to a mouse watching clips
from “The Matrix,” scientists have created the largest
functional map of a brain to date — a diagram of the
wiring connecting 84,000 neurons as they fire off
messages.Using a piece of that mouse’s brain about
the size of a poppy seed, the researchers identified
those neurons and traced how they communicated via
branch-like fibers through a surprising 500 million
junctions called synapses.The massive dataset,
published Wednesday by the journal Nature, marks a
step toward unraveling the mystery of how our brains
work. The data, assembled in a 3D reconstruction
colored to delineate different brain circuitry, is open
to scientists worldwide for additional research — and
for the simply curious to take a peek.“It definitely
inspires a sense of awe, just like looking at pictures of
the galaxies,” said Forrest Collman of the Allen
Institute for Brain Science in Seattle, one of the
project’s leading researchers. “You get a sense of how
complicated you are. We’re looking at one tiny part ...
of amouse’s brain and the beauty and complexity that
you can see in these actual neurons and the hundreds
of millions of connections between them.”

How we think, feel, see, talk and move are due to
neurons, or nerve cells, in the brain — how they’re
activated and send messages to each other. Scientists
have long known those signals move from one neuron
along fibers called axons and dendrites, using
synapses to jump to the next neuron. But there’s less
known about the networks of neurons that perform
certain tasks and how disruptions of that wiring could
play a role in Alzheimer’s, autism or other
disorders.You can make a thousand hypotheses about
how brain cells might do their job but you can’t test
those hypotheses unless you know perhaps the most
fundamental thing — how are those cells wired
together,” said Allen Institute scientist Clay Reid,
who helped pioneer electron microscopy to study
neural connections.
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Social Security lists thousands of living immigrants
as dead to prompt them to leave, sources say

Michelle Obama shoots down
rumours of divorce from Barack
Obama

Rumours started after Barack Obama
attended political events solo

Michelle says her absence from events
due to prioritising herself, not marital
issues

WASHINGTON.The Trump administration
has moved to classify more than 6,000
living immigrants as dead, canceling their
Social Security numbers and effectively
wiping out their ability to work or receive
benefits in an effort to get them to leave the
country, according to two people familiar
with the situation.The move will make it
much harder for those affected to use banks

or other basic services where Social
Security numbers are required. It’s part ofa
broader effort by President Donald Trump
to crack down on immigrants who were
allowed to enter and remain temporarily in
the United States under programs
instituted by his predecessor, Joe
Biden.The Trump administration is
moving the immigrants' names and legally
obtained Social Security numbers to a
database that federal officials normally use
to track the deceased, according to the two
people familiar with the moves and their
ramifications. They spoke on condition of
anonymity Thursday night because the
plans had not yet been publicly
detailed.The officials said stripping the
immigrants of their Social Security
numbers will cut them off from many
financial services and encourage them to
“self-deport” and abandon the U.S. for
their birth countries.It wasn't immediately
clear how the 6,000-plus immigrants were
chosen. But the Trump White House has
targeted people in the country temporarily

under Biden-era programs, including more
than 900,000 immigrants who entered the
U.S. using that administration's CBP One
app.On Monday, the Department of
Homeland Security revoked the legal
status of the immigrants who used that app.
They had generally been allowed to remain
in the U.S. for two years with work
authorization under presidential parole
authority during the Biden era, but are now
expected to self-deport.Meanwhile, a
federal judge said Thursday that she was
stopping the Trump administration from
ordering hundreds of thousands of Cubans,
Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans
with temporary legal status to leave the
country later this month.A representative
from the Social Security Administration
did not respond to a request for comment
on the news that living immigrants were
being classified as dead. The agency
maintains the most complete federal
database of individuals who have died, and
the file contains more than 142 million
records, which go back to 1899.The

Privacy Act allows the Social Security
Administration to disclose information to
law enforcement in limited circumstances,
which includes when a violent crime has
been committed or other criminal
activity. DHS and the Treasury
Deprartment signed a deal this week that
would allow the IRS to share immigrants’
tax data with Immigration and Customs
Enforcement for the purpose of identifying
and deporting people illegally in the U.S.
The agreement will allow ICE to submit
names and addresses of immigrants inside
the U.S. illegally to the IRS for cross-
verification against tax records.The acting
IRS commissioner, Melanie Krause, who
had served in that capacity since February,
stepped down over that deal.In March,
meanwhile, a federal judge temporarily
blocked a team charged with cutting
federal jobs and shrinking the government
led by billionaire Elon Musk from Social
Security systems that hold personal data on
millions of Americans, calling their work
there a “fishing expedition.

Who was Agustin Escobar, Siemens Spain CEQ
who was killed in Hudson chopper crash

world. A family of five and a pilot were
killed after a private chopper broke
apart mid-air and crashed over the
Hudson River in the United
States.Among those killed in the
deadly crash were Agustin Escobar, the
head of the Spanish division of the
global technology company
Siemens, his wife, Merce
Camprubi Montal, and their three
children - aged 4,5 and 11,
according to ABC News. The
identity of the pilot has not been
released.The incident triggered a
massive emergency response on
both sides of the river. Shocking
footage captured the helicopter —
missing its tail rotor and a main
rotor blade — crashing into the
Hudson River upside
down.Authorities identified the
aircraft as a Bell 206. It departed from
Downtown Manhattan Heliport at 2.59
pm (local time), heading north toward
the George Washington Bridge before

looping south along the Jersey
shoreline. Radar contact was lost at
3.25 pm, as reported by ABC 7.New
York City Mayor Eric Adams
confirmed that the flight lasted under
18 minutes.

Rescue teams later

recovered all six bodies from the water,
including the three young children.
WHO WAS AGUSTIN ESCOBAR?
Agustin Escobar is an accomplished
executive with over 25 years of
international leadership experience in

the energy and transportation sectors.
Since December 2022, he has served as
President and CEO of Siemens Spain,
as well as CEO of Siemens Mobility
Southwest Europe.Earlier in his career,
he led Siemens' Energy Management
Division and the Infrastructure &
Cities Sector in Latin America
between 2014 and 2018, including
a two-year tenure as CEO of the
latter.

= From 1998 to 2010, Escobar held

several key roles in Siemens Spain,
primarily focused on the energy
sector, before moving on to
become Corporate Director of
Strategy and International
Business Development for
Siemens in North America.He
holds a degree in industrial engineering
from Universidad Pontificia Comillas
in Madrid. Throughout his career,
Escobar has led cross-functional teams
across the United States,
America, and Spain.

Who is Lee Jue-Myung, South
Korea's presidential front-runner

UPDATED Lee Jae-myung, formerly a
human rights lawyer, has become
South Korea's most sensationalised
political figure. At 61, he is back in the
limelight and declared a bid for the
presidency on Thursday.Lee
launched his campaign for
president on Thursday in a video
message. He announced that he
would run again to "answer the
call" of the people who are still
reeling from President Yoon Suk-
yeol's impeachment and ouster
from officeA special election will
be held on June 3 to select the
new head of the nation. The new
president will have to deal with a
number of serious challenges,
including tense trade
negotiations with the United States —
South Korea's most important security
ally. American tariffs have been
harming South Korean exports, which
are crucial to its economy.Lee came
very close to winning the presidency in
2022 but lost to Yoon Suk-yeol by the
narrowest margin in South Korea’s
history. However, he bounced back last
year by leading his Democratic Party

to a big win in the parliamentary
elections.

"I will walk the path of responsibility, not
comfort," Lee said during his
campaign launch, showing his serious

.

approach toward the upcoming race.

candidate.Various names are under
consideration, including former justice
minister Han Dong-hoon, Seoul mayor
Oh Se-hoon, and tech guru Ahn Cheol-
soo. But none of them have gained

N

much public support so far.
Although Lee seems to be the
strongest contender, his
route to the presidency isn't
without trouble. He has a
host of legal cases pending
against him presently,
including charges of bribery
and his role in a $1 billion
real estate scandal.The
prosecutors also appealed a
recent ruling by a court,
which reversed an earlier
guilty verdict for him against
allegations of breaches of election law.

SUPPORT GROWS AMID LEGAL gyen with all these legal uncertainties,

SCRUTINY

On April 4, a Gallup Korea survey
revealed Lee in the lead with 34%
support — well ahead of the most
conservative candidate, Kim Moon-
soo, with only 9%. The conservative
ruling party, the People Power Party
(PPP), has yet to choose its

nothing has openly derailed his
campaign yet. Several of his fans are of
the opinion that the charges are
political. In January 2024, he escaped a
knife attack at a public function. He
was stabbed in the neck and underwent
surgery but recovered and continued
with his political work.

ATTORNEYS CALL DEPORTATION

Mahmoud Khalil can be
deported for his beliefs,
Marco Rubio argues

Mahmoud Khalil, a Columbia University student and

legal US resident, could face deportation—not for any
crime, but due to his political opinions. A memo signed
by US Secretary of State Marco Rubio argues that
Khalil’s presence in the country goes against America’s
foreign policy interests, the Associated Press reported.

The two-page memo does not charge Khalil with

breaking any laws. Rubio said that the actions of Khalil
were "otherwise lawful." However, the government is
seeking to expel him, alleging his views and public
activism will damage US efforts to fight antisemitism
and safeguard Jewish students.Rubio’s memo states,
"Condoning antisemitic conduct and disruptive protests
in the United States would severely undermine that
significant foreign policy objective."Khalil, who was
vocal during large campus protests against Israel’s
treatment of Palestinians and the war in Gaza, has
strongly denied any antisemitism. His attorneys said the
memo proved the Trump administration was "targeting
Mahmoud’s free speech rights about Palestine."
EFFORT
UNFAIR

Latin Khalil’s legal team is fighting back. Lawyer Johnny

Sinodis said at a press briefing, "The Rubio memo is
completely devoid of any factual recitation as to why
exactly Mahmoud’s presence in the United States is
adverse to a compelling US government interest."

He said that the law applied here, a little-used section of a

1952 immigration law, was never meant to silence
people for voicing political views. The law allows the
Secretary of State to deport noncitizens whose presence
is deemed potentially dangerous to US foreign policy,
but Khalil's attorneys argued it should not be applied to
suppress constitutionally protected free speech.Khalil
was taken into custody on March 8 in New York and is
detained at a detention centre in Louisiana. He was born
in Syria. He had just finished his coursework for a
master's degree at Columbia University's School of
International and Public Affairs.

Heis also married to an American citizen who is pregnant.

In aletter from jail last, Khalil said he thinks he is being
made an example."Knowing fully that this moment
transcends my individual circumstances," he said, "I
hope nonetheless to be free to witness the birth of my
first-born child."

lllegal migrant murders his baby
daughter over crying too much

«20-year-old man charged with

Long Island home on March 7.The
infant was left with severe injuries,

murdering baby in US
«Accused attacked daughter

including fractured ribs, bruises on
her head, a dislocated spine, and
. massive internal bleeding in her
N neck. Prosecutors announced these

rage due to crying

«Father initially lied, later
confessed to the crime

[ ————

A 20-year-old illegal

UPDATED:

tragic facts during a hearing in court
on Wednesday, as Rabanales-
Pretzantzin pleaded not
guilty.Nassau County District
Attorney Anne Donnelly stated, "In
the end, he couldn't take it
anymore," to describe the crying of
the baby. The judge interrogated the

choked on formula. Then he
explained that he had dozed off
while holding her, and she fell off
the bed by accident. But
investigators soon discovered the
truth. With evidence against him,
the father eventually confessed to
what actually occurred.An
autopsy also uncovered Liseyda
had injuries that were older, like
rib fractures, indicating she could
have been abused previously.A
second child, a 14-month-old
sibling who was home at the time

immigrant man in the US has been charged
with murdering his two-month-old baby
girl after losing patience with her persistent
crying.

Marlon Rabanales-Pretzantzin, who was
born in Guatemala, allegedly attacked his
baby daughter Liseyda in a fit of rage when
he was left alone with his children in their

accused severely during the court
hearing. SHOCKING ACT OF
VIOLENCE

The accused slapped the baby in the face a

number of times, punched her repeatedly in
the stomach, and shook her forcibly. He
then allegedly threw her on a bed and
pressed his fists into her tiny body using his

entire weight.

After the accident, the father brought

Liseyda's lifeless body to the home of a
neighbour. The neighbour immediately
contacted 911, and the baby was taken to
the hospital, where doctors declared her
dead.Rabanales-Pretzantzin informed
emergency responders that the infant had

of the attack, showed no signs of
injury. That child is with her mother now,
officials confirmed.Rabanales-Pretzantzin
has been arrested without bail and will
appear before a court on May 6. Despite his
immigration status, Nassau County
officials have decided not to push for his
immediate deportation.
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NEWS BOX
Sports ministry recognition
will help surfing grow: SFI
chief Arun

CHENNAL The Surfing Federation of India
(SET) had been knocking on the deors of the
sports ministry for quite some time to get
recognition that would help facilitate in
identifying and nurturing talent. After years
of waiting, the federation finally got the nod.
The SFT became the youngest NSF to be
recognized by the ministry late last month.
With this development, the SFI is now
eligible for getting steady funding from the
government. But before that, they have to
conduct elections, have affiliated state units
as part of the national body, hold national
camps, appoint national coaches (...) the
challenges are aplenty. SFI president, Arun
Vasu, has been involved with the federation
from a nascent stage. From developing the
sport in a fishing village Kovalam, near
Chennai, to recognition, he has faced
numerous challenges. In a candid interview
with this daily, Arun says that he would be
holding the elections right away and
compliance with the Sports Code would be
on top of his agenda. Two surfers were
among the firsts to qualify for the Asian
(Games, which is scheduled to be held next
year. He is also focussing on hosting the
Asian Surfing Championships later this year,

where he hopes more athletes will qualify.
But before everything he needs to hold
elections and hold national camps.
Excerpts...

On pgetting the recognition from the sports
ministry

We started in a very small way 12 years ago. It
was supposed to be just a CSR project in a
village called Kovalam, where we wanted to
promote surfing for the fishing community.
There, one led to the other and we started
establishing a full-blown school there, In
2020, T was asked to take over as president of
the Surfing Federation of India,

Until then from 2012 to 2020, we were
involved in running all the national events.
Though [ was not part of the federation, two
to three events a year happened on the East
Coast of Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry.
Initially, it was a struggle to get sponsors. It
was privately sponsored by me and a lot of
friends werte convinced to sponsor events.
Butitwas very successful.

IPL 2025: What difference
can MS Dhoni's return as
captain make to CSK

New Delhi MS Dhoni returned as the captain
of Chennai Super Kings after Ruturaj
Gaikwad was ruled out for the Indian
Premier League's 2025 season. CSK head
coach Stephen Fleming revealed that
Gaikwad had fractured his right forearm and
was not going to participate in the remainder
of the matches.Chennai Super Kings are a
sinking ship in this season of the toumarnent,
having lost 4 games in a row. Their batting
unit has been criticised in almost every game
and questions have been raised over MS
Dhoni's position in the line-up as
well.Ruturaj has been criticised for his
under-usage of Ravindra Jadeja in several
matches. In CSK's Tast three matches against
Rajasthan, Delhi and Punjab, Jadeja did not
complete his full quota of overs despite

bowling well in every single game.The
spinner has bowled only 13 overs in 3
matches, at an economy of 8. Jadeja has
picked up 2 wickets so far in the
tournament.Rayudu said that while Ruturaj
will be missed in the batting line-up, Dhoni
will be captaining the side a lot better than the
youngster."Ruturaj's absence will make
things really difficult for C8K's batting line-
up. But due to the change in captaincy, we
might see 12 overs of spin being bowled in
the match. The spinners and Pathirana will be
used better as well,” Ambati Rayudu said on
Star Sports.

"Now you will see the spinners coming to the
patty. The catches will go to the midwicket
fielder. The captain will chat with the
bowlers and guide them to bowl] better, CSK
will bring the smiles back to their fans, you
can see the smile on my face as well." he
concluded. CSK take on KKR in their 6th
game of the season. They are currently in 9th
place in the league table with 2 points from 5
games.

ISLAMABAD. The Pakistan

Bosch was picked by Pakistan

We asked for good pitches but got challenging
ones; need to talk to curator: RCB's Karthik

«Karthik thinks the 22-yard
strip has deprived RCB of
the home advantage at @
venue where matches have
traditionally been high-

scoring.
—

BENGALURU. Royal Challengers

Bengaluru mentor Dinesh Karthik
conceded that his side has received a
"challenging" pitch at the Chinnaswamy
Stadium this season despite asking for a
batting friendly surface, adding that the
management will have a chat with the
curator soon.RCB's power-packed batfing
line-up rendered ineffective on a sluggish
deck in their two home games while getiing
restricted to 169/8 and 163/7 against
Gujarat Titans and Delhi Capitals
respectively, losing both the fixtures.

Karthik thinks the 22-yard strip has deprived

RCB of the home advantage at a venue

where matches have traditionally been
high-scoring."In the first two games, we
have asked for good pitches. But if's turned
out in this way where it's been challenging
to bat on. So, we fry to do the best with
whatever we get. But we will obviously
have a chat with him (curator), We trust
him fo do his job," said Karthik in the
post-match press conference."So,
definitely, this is not a pitch that's helping
the batters too much. If's a challenging
pitch. So, that has been the case so far m
both the games that we have played," he
added.Karthik said big hits and
boundaries are an essential part of T20s,
palatable to all stakeholders."l think the
way 120 cricket 1s, the more runs there are,
the better it is for the broadcaster, the better
it is for the fans. They all like fo see
boundaries. And we will try and do the best
of what we can," he said.The former India
wicketkeeper batter said while they try not
to follow any particular template ina match,
pitches such as the one at the Chinnaswamy
made it tough for baiters to even rotate the
strike.
"I think with every pitch, we'll fry and
understand what's the best way to play. 1
don't think we have one set template that 1s

how we want to go ouf there and play. It's
important to adapt and understand what the
pifch is."But it's been hard to, af times,

1t gota lot better to bat in the second inmngs.
Today, there was not as much dew. Then,
unluckily forus, alitfle bitofrain came.

rotate strike. And the big shot has been "And then you could see the difference in the

really hard as well. But in the end, it's a T20.
You have to play some shots and that has
gotten the wicket of a few batiers," he
detailed Karthik said the slight drizzle mid-
way during DC's innings helped the pitch
seftle down, which made the visitors' job
that much easier."It was a bit sticky, the
pitch. After the first four overs, and up until
the 13th over, we were very much in the
game. With the bat, we did have a wobble,
but we found a way to get to a very decent
score. They were struggling at 50 for 4,
"Inthe first game (vs GT), there was dew. So,

Pakistan slaps one-year PSL ban on South
African Corbin Bosch for breaching contract

Cricket Board has banned
Corbin Bosch from playing inits
Super League competition for
one year after the South African
all-rounder withdrew from the
event to sign for an Indian
Premier Leagueteam,

Super League franchise
Peshawar Zalmi in January's
draft, but Mumbai Indians then
snapped him up as an injury
replacement for South African Lizaad
Williams.

Baoth T20 competitions are clashing this year,
Bosch's withdrawal prompted the PCB to

serve a legal notice, alleging breach of
contract."The all-rounder will serve a one-
year ban and will not be eligible for
selection in next yeat's Pakistan Super
League," the PCB said in a statement on

Thursday.Bosch said: "I deeply regret my
decision ... and offer my sincere apologies
to the people of Pakistan, the fans of
Peshawar Zalmi and the wider cricket
community."I fully understand the
disappointment caused by my actions ... but I
am committed to learning from this
experience and hope to return to the PSL in
the future with renewed dedication and the

Bosch was picked by Pakistan

Super League franchise
Peshawar Zalmi in January's

draft, but Mumbai Indians
then snapped him up os an
injury replacement for South
African Lizoaod Williams.

trust ofthe fans."

High-profile cricketers like David Wamer of

Australia, New Zealand trio Daryl Mitchell,
Tim Siefert and Michael Bracewell, Jason
Holder ofthe West Indies and Rassie van der
Dussen of South Africa will play in the PSL
which starts Friday.

PSL bans Corbin Bosch for one-year after
last moment withdrawal to play [PL

Corbin Bosch has been handed a

one-year ban by the PCB and
PSL after pulling out of the
league, marking a strict move
to discourage players from
backing out after being drafted.
Bosch was roped in by Mumbai

Indians as in injury
replacement for IPL 2025.

New Delhi The Pakistan Cricket Board and

Pakistan Super League have handed a one-
year ban to South Africa all-rounder Corbin
Bosch due to him withdrawing his name

from the franchise league despite being
named n the first draft. Bosch and PSLhave
been under a chaotic few rounds since the

30-year-old pulled out of the franchise
league to join Indian Premier League
franchise Mumbai Indians to play in IPL
2025.Bosch was named a diamond pick for
PSL side Peshawar Zalmi at the draft, but
the 30-year-old signed as an injury
replacement by Mumbai Indians for their
South African pacer Lizaad Williams for
TPL 2025. With both IPL and PST. calendars
colliding for the first time, Bosch ultimately
picked IPL over PSL. leading to him getting

stamped with a one-year ban after
evaluation from the Pakistan Cricket Board
and PSL authorities."To the loyal fans of
Peshawar Zalmi, T am truly sotry for letting
you down. I take full responsibility for my
actions, and accept the consequences,
including the penalty fine and the one-vear
ban from the PSL. This has been a hard
lesson, but [ am committed to learning from
this experience, and hope to return to the
PSL in the future with reniewed dedication
and the trust of the fans," Bosch's statement
said. Although Bosch had previously shared
a statement where he reasoned his cholce of
picking IPL for the betterment of his career,
he has now also released a statement
apologiging for hig actions from both PSL
fang and body PSL and PCB came up with
this move to hand the ban to Bosch as a
predictive effort to avoid repetition of the
same in the future, Although the PSL draft
was held well alter the IPL mega auction, to
avoid the catalogue of players colliding,
Bosch had still picked MI over Peshawar
Zalmiwith his career growth in mind.

pitch. The shots that they played definitely
weren't possible in the first innings," he
explained. Thus Karthik joins the likes of
Lucknow Super Giants and Chennai
Super Kings coaches Zaheer Khan and
Stephen Fleming in expressing
displeasure over the nature of pitches at
their home stadiums.

After L8G's defeat fo Punjab Kings, Zaheer
had said the curator could have been from
Punjab, while Fleming said CSK have not
been able to read the pitch correctly for the
last two seasons and his side has lost the

home advantage.

Young leg-spinner Suyansh Sharma had a

good 4-0-25-1 spell, and Karthik saw a
bright future for him.

"Suyash, obviously, his average speed is

probably slightly higher. But it has helped
the wrist spinners in both the innings today.

"Suyash is one that is bound to play some

higher cricket very soon with the skill sets
that he possesses. I also feel the more
revolutions you've given on this pitch, the
better it has been for the bowlers," he said.

Manchester United held late

in Lyon after Onana errors
in Europa League

LYON. Manchester United goalkeeper Andre

Onana endured a night to forget as two costly
mistakes allowed Lyon to snatch a 2-2 draw in
the first leg of their Buropa League quarter-
final on Thursday.The Cameroon
international allowed Thiago Almada's soft
free-kick to skip past him the day after being
called "one of the worst goalkeepers" in
United's history in a pre-match spat involving
the club's former midfielder Nemanja Matic,
now with Lyon. Teenage defender Leny Yoro
equalised just before half~time and Joshua
Zitkzee's header in the 88th minute looked to
have won the game for United at Groupama
Stadium,But Onana failed to hold Georges
Mikautadze's low shot deep into stoppage
time and Rayan Cherki poked home the
rebound. leaving the tie in the balance ahead
ofthereturn clash at Trafford next week.

United manager Ruben Amotim was quick to

defend Onana and tum his attention to the
second leg."Tt can happen. If you play
football, and we play a lot of games, you can
make mistakes," he said. "Thete is nothing |
can say to Andre in this moment that will
help.""We have one more game to change

everything and that should be our focus," he
added.United's ability to rebuild a squad in
danger of the club's worst top-flight finish
since relegation in 1974 likely hinges on
sealing a return to the Champions
League Winning the Buropa League is the
only way they can qualify for the elite
competition. Failure to do so is predicted to
cost United at least £100 million ($127.6
million) at a tme when the club's financial
headroom is already minimal.In a measure of
how far both clubs, particularly United, have
fallen, this was their first meeting since the
last 16 of the 2007-08 Champions
League.Back then, both were at their peaks.
TUnited went on to win their third European
crown. Lyon scooped the last of seven
consecutive Frenchtitles.

Porro rescues Postecoglou as Spurs held by Frankirt

LONDON. Ange Postecoglou’s bid to end

Tottenham's long trophy drought is
delicately poised after a 1-1 draw against
Eintracht Frankfurt in the Buropa League
quarter-final first leg on Thursday.

Postecoglou's troubled side trailed to Hugo

Ekitike's early goal i north London, but
Pedro Porre hauled them level before half-
time. Tottenham laid seige to the Frankfurt
goal in the second half but couldn't find a
winner after hitting the woodwork twice.

The result means under-fire Tottenham boss

Postecoglou must mastermind a memorable
victary in the second leg in Germany on April
17 to keep alive his hopes of winning the
club's first trophy since the 2008 League
Cup."Tt was disappointing to concede the
way we did. The biggest blow we had was
canceding so early. That kind of played into
their hands,” Postecoglou said."But even
before that, I thought we were well in control
of the game. | thought it would bring fruit in
the second half and it did in every aspect but
goals. I can't ask any mote of the lads."The
winner of the tie will face Bodo/Glimt or
Lazio in the semi-finals in May, with the

Norwegian club taking a 2-0 lead
into the second leg against the
Italians.On any other night we go
away with a comfortable victory.
We have to go there. If we repeat
that performance we give
ourselves a chance," Postecoglou
said."l don't expect the second
game to be to open, it'll be cagey
affair and t'll come down to
moments."

Postecoglou brashly claimed earlier
this season that he always wins a
trophy in his second campaign, a
statement that has made him a |
hostage to fortune throughout
Tottenham's turbulent run.The
Australian has endured such intense
criticism lately that he joked on Wednesday
that he would still be "gone” at the end of the
season even if he did win the Europa League
because his approval rating is so low with
Tottentham suppotters.

Against a backdrop of constant fan protests
against chairman Daniel Levy, Tottenham
are languishing in 14th place in the Premier

League, leaving them in danger of their worst
finishsince 1993-94, when they came 15th.
Frankfurt sit third in the Bundesliga table and
are hoping to retum to the Europa League
final after winning the tournament in
2022 Postecoglourelief

Befitting their respective league positions,
Frankfurt started with more confidence and
purpose.Ekitike had scored 19 goals and
provided eight assists in 40 appearances

prior to Thursday's game, making
him Frankfurt's danger-man and a
transfer target for several English
clubs.But Tottenham failed to
heed the warning as the 22-year-
old struck in stunning style after
Just six minutes.

James Maddison ceonceded
possession and Frankfurt
launched a blistering break that
climaxed with Ekitike
accelerating past Porro to curl a
fine finish into the bottom corner
from the edge of the
area.Tottenham's stirring
response was awelcome boost for
Postecoglou as Son Heung-min's

pin-point cross reached Dominic Solanke for

a header that was clutched by Frankfurt

keeper Kaua Santos.If Ekitike's opener was

an eye-catching moment, Porro's 26th
minute leveller was even more
artistic.Maddison danced through the

Frankfurt defence and cut his pass back to

Paorro, who produced a sublime back-heeled

tlick that flashed past Santos from six yards.
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DYK Benny Blanco Planned His 37th Prom-Themed Birthday Party Just For

Gl
omez

I ove is definitely in the air! Benny Blanco celebrated his 37th

)

birthday on March 8. He made it an unforgettable occasion for

his fiancée, Selena Gomez. Instead of a traditional birthday
party, the 37-year-old songwriter threw a prom-themed celebration
just for his lady love, Selena Gomez. He planned this unique gesture,
as Gomez never had her own high school prom experience. Quite
romantic! Fans, do you agree?During an appearance on The Jennifer
Hudson Show, the Grammy-nominated music producer revealed this
sweet detail explaining his thoughtful decision. He shared that Gomez
never experienced prom night in her teenage years and decided to take’
-, things a notch higher by
= malcing his birthday all about

|

“Selena had never been to a
prom before, so [thought’d
throw us a prom for my
birthday," he shared with
Jennifer Hudson, much to the
audience’s delight. Taking a
irip down memory lane,
Blanco reminisced about his i
memories from prom. The
music producer recounted
attending prom twice during
his high school years. “Once
with a friend group and another
time with a girlfriend," he
shared.

However, neither of those
experiences could beat his
recent prom night with Gomez.
“But, honestly, my favourite
prom was with my partner,” he
confessed, prompting an
endearing reaction from the
audience.

During the conversation, Blanco
shared how Gomez was a little nervous about the occasion as she was unsure about thy
details. “She didn’t even know, she was like, “What am [ supposed to wear? What an
supposed to do?!"" he said.

Describing their conversation leading up to his birthday party, Blanco said, “It was like she
was going to prom."What’s even more intriguing? Blanco even gave her a corsage, a classic
prom tradition, to complete the high school feel. “T got her a corsage." he said proudly. Selena
Gomez confirmed her relationship with Benmy Blanco in December 2023 by liking and
commenting on their fan account posts on Instagram. In December 2024, the couple got engaged,
announcing this exciting news to fans on social media. Sharing a carousel post, the actress gave a
close-up flaunting her beautiful engagement ring. “Foreverbeginsnow..." she captioned.

InMarch 2025, the lovebirds released their first collaborative album, [ Said I Love You First, to give *fans
aunique window into their relationship."” From before they met and fell in love with what lies ahead, the
album explores the entire timeline of theirrelationship.

<)
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1 inger Chinmayi Sripaada, known for
S speaking her mind on social media, strongly
called out an X user on Wednesday for
sharing an inappropriate, now-deleted post about
actress Mrunal Thakur. She eriticised the
mentality behind such content and expressed
hope that those who promote it would “cease to
exist." After spotting the offensive video, .
Chinmayi publicly responded, shaming
the user by queting the tweet.She wrote,
“Some of you should have never been |
birthed by your mother. [ hope the likes of =
you ceasetoexist (sic).” by
Many rallied behind her and called
out the sick tweet. One
comment read, “Blame
goes to his parents if
/ he has. It’s the
kind of
environmen @
the grewup [+
that*s &
reflecting

in his words."
=~ Another wrote,
" “l admire you
for speaking
about issues

~ hereonX.”
'~ Sripaada alse
added, “Idhi
JOKE ae
kadha. Aithe
share this with

the ladies in

k\lhilﬂ i |I r”‘“”fj..\‘ffli'fl‘”rjrf.r}filf.ﬁrr. {

Chinmayi Sripaada SLAMS X User Over Vulgar Post About

Thakur

'Start With Your Own Families’

your familyMee humour style mee culfure lo
illallo normal aithe, alavaataithe, migathaavaalla
inti aadavaallu gurinchi endukandi? Mee
families toh start cheyandi (This is just a joke,
right?

Then go ahead and share it with the women in your
family. If this kind of humeur is normal and

accepted mm your culture and households, then
why worry when it’s about the women in
someone else’s home?) Start with your own
families. If this is not OK for the women in your
family it is not OK for the women belonging to
someone else’s family. Hope v'all have a good
laugh with your dads and brothersas a farnily."

Apart from singing, Chinmayi is also a strong
advocate for women’s rights and social issues,
She speaks out aganst injustice and works to
raise awareness about topics like sexual
harassment and gender equality.

Karan Kundrra, Tejasswi Prakash
In Dubai Bling? Actors Shoot For
Something Specwl

' :
(3 TEACT N m

aran Kundrra and Tejasswi Prakash are one of
the most loved couples and there is no doubt
bout it. The two never fail to surprise their
fans and often treat them with something new. Now,
it looks like Karan and Tejasswi are planning to
bring the biggest surprise ever to their followers
across the world. News18 Showsha has exclusively
learnt that Karan Kundrra and Tejasswi Pralcash will
soon be seen in Dubai Bling. The couple is currently
in Dubai, where they are shooting for the globally
popular show. However, it remains unclear if Karan
and Tejasswi will be participating in Dubai Bling or
will just be making a special appearance in one of
the upcoming episodes. However, there is no
official confirmation fromthe actors’side as of now.

*“Yes, Karan and Tejasswi are in Dubai and they are
shooting for Dubai Bling. The two enjoy a massive
fan following and were therefore approached by the
makers of the show. Their appearance in Dubai
Bling will be a treat for their fans,” a source close to
thecouple said.

It should be noted that Karan and Tejasswi also own a
luxurious apartment in Dubai. The couple
purchased their first house together in Dubai in
2022. Talking about the new house, Tejasswi had
previously called it her “sapno ka mahal (dream
house).”

Meanwhile, Karan and Tejasswi, who fell in love with
each other in the Bigg Boss 15 house, are also
rumoured to be gefting married scon. Recently,
Tejasswi's mother also confirmed the same. She
appeared on Celebrity MasterChef when she was
asked by Farah Khan, “Shaadi kab hogi?" To this,
the actress’ mother confirmed that her danghter will
tie the lmot this year only. “Issi saal ho jaaegi.” she
said. While Farah Khan congratulated Tejasswi
Prakash following the confirmation, the actress was
seen blushing and said, “Aise kuch baat nahi hui
hai".

Soha Ali Khan Says Sharmila
Tagore Supported The Family
While Tiger Pataudi Played

Crlcket For Fun: 'My Mother...

ﬁ ctor, author, and daughter of two Indian
icons—Soha Ali Khan recently shared
heartfelf insights into the unique dynamic
between her parents, veteran actor Shanmila Tagore
and cricketing legend Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi. In
a candid conversation with Just Too Filmy, Scha
reflected on the unconventional family roles she
witnessed growing up—particularly the fact that her
mother, and not her famous cricketer father, was the
family’s primary breadwinner.Soha revealed that
despite his stature as a former India cricket captain
and the Nawab of Pataudi, her father did not earn a
livelihood from the sport. *We are often influenced
by people who are close to us, and one bigrole model
for me was my father,” she said. “By the time [ was
born, he had already retired from cricket. He played
for the enjoyment of the sport. There was no money
at all—f you can believe it—in cricket when my
father was playing in the 1860s. No IPL, no
endorsements, nothing.™

In contrast, her mother Sharmila Tagore, a leading
actor in both Hindi and Bengali cinema, continued
working steadily through marriage, motherhood,
and beyond. “My mother was the breadwinner in the
family,” Scha stated, adding that Sharmila’s choices
made a lasting impression on her. “I always saw him
[my father] say, ‘Do what makes you happy,” and I
saw my mother doing exactly that—choosing work
that fulfilled her, following her heart even when
society said otherwise.”

Soharecounted how her mothermade bold decisions at
a time when actresses were often discouraged from
getting married or starting families, fearing it would
hurt their careers. *She got married at 24, which was
quite unusual for an actress back then. You typically
don’t do that if you're a woman in showbiz—ypeople
believed that marriage would end your career. And
then she had a child a couple of years later. But she
kept working and had some of her biggest successes
after that.”

Sharmila Tagore’s iconic performances in films like
Armadhana, Amar Prem, Daag, and Chupke Chuple
affer marriage are a testament to how she defied
those norms. Meanwhile, Mansocor Ali Khan
Pataudi, affectionately called ‘Tiger,” remained a
strong supporter of his wife’s independence,
embodying a kind of masculinity that was rooted m
confidence rather than control.Soha’s reflections
also touched upon the remarkable lave story between
her parents—a union that defied religious and
cultural barriers in a deeply conservative era.
Sharmila Tagore, a Bengali Hindu, and Mansoor Ali
Khan, a Muslim and the titular Nawab of Pataudi,
tied the kmot in 1968 in what was then considered a
bold interfaith marriage.
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