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India, Lanka no longer
confined by bounds of
bilateralism

Sri Lanka’s aid of $1 million to earthquake-hit and
impoverished Myanmar is the best news in a while
that has come from India’s neighbourhood, which
is once again in ferment for the most part.

The relief cheque, which was handed over at the
Presidential Secretariat in Colombo to Myanmar’s
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, is all the more laudable
because the island nation is itself going through a
long process of economic recovery, helped by
India, among other countries, and multilateral
financial institutions.Sri Lanka breaking the norm
by its entrenched domestic elite, represented in the
presidential election just over six months ago, is
reflected in its aid to strife-torn Myanmar,
additionally hit now by a devastating natural
disaster.New and imaginative approaches by the
new President Dissanayake were also evident
during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Sri
Lanka from April 4 to 6.India-Sri Lanka relations
are moving beyond the limits of bilateralism. A
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) inked
between the two countries, also bringing the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) into its ambit, is the
first step towards trilateral initiatives on the island
at the level of the three governments. This MoU
envisages developing Trincomalee as Sri Lanka’s
energy hub, eventually exporting power.

The UAE’s private sector, which is closely aligned
to its federated ruling structures, has long been
keen on working with India in increasing its
presence in Sri Lanka. The UAE’s biggest
investment was in Air Lanka in 1998, when
Emirates airline purchased 43 per cent of the
former’s ownership. Sri Lanka’s long-running
ethnic conflict, however, eventually caused
Emirates to divest. Private investors also pulled
out of Sri Lanka. With peace returning to the
island, the UAE wants to pick up the threads of'its
lost presence there. The trilateral MoU during
Modi’s visit marks a new beginning.

Manifest in seven other MoUs signed during Modi’s
visit were the same sensibilities which prompted
Dissanayake to send relief aid to Myanmar. These
MoUs were mostly drawn up with those at the
bottom of Sri Lanka’s social pyramid in mind.
Goodbye to giant projects, ones like the Maho-
Omanthai rail line inaugurated during Modi’s trip.

Six months before Dissanayake won the presidential
election, India proactively invited him on a six-day
visit hosted by the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) as its Distinguished Fellow.
Kerala, ruled by Marxist comrades of
Dissanayake’s Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP),
was one of the states included in his ICCR
itinerary.In Thiruvananthapuram, the presidential
hopeful was impressed by Kerala’s government-
run Technopark, which he visited. Dissanayake
said immediately afterwards that he wanted Sri
Lanka to adopt the “immaculate IT ecosystem in
Kerala,” the island’s close neighbour.

One of the MoUs inked during Modi’s visit was for
“sharing successful digital solutions implemented
at population scale for digital transformation”.
When this MoU is implemented, it is expected that
Kerala’s mass digital transformation will be
emulated on the other side of the Palk Strait.

Another MoU on defence cooperation, the first of its
kind, marked the culmination of Modi-
Dissanayake talks since the President’s December
visit to India, when there was recognition that
national security of both the countries was closely
interlinked.The neighbourhood’s importance in
India’s external affairs resurfaced because most of
this country’s backyard is now in various degrees
of crisis. This transformed Modi’s bilateral
meetings with four leaders from neighbouring
countries into much more than routine courtesy
exchanges.There was much internal debate at
Raisina Hill, the seat of power in the National
Capital, on whether Modi should meet
Muhammad Yunus, Chief Adviser of the interim
government of Bangladesh, on the sidelines of a
plurilateral summit in Bangkok or give him the
cold shoulder.

Nostalgia, protest & beyond in Punjab’s visual arts

Even though artists have moved to urban settings, their creativity flows from their memories of rural Punjab.

An exhibition on contemporary visual arts that concluded in
Chandigarh on March 17 proved quite extraordinary and
revealing. Called ‘Contemplation: A Journey Within’, the
exhibition was organised by the Punjab Lalit Kala
Akademi. It brought together six, mostly young, artists
from Punjab: painters (Gurpreet Singh and Jaspreet
Singh), sculptors (Narinder Singh and Parvesh Kumar)
and printmakers and mix media artists (Ravinder Singh
and Anita Kaur). While the quality and maturity of their
work took many by surprise, it is quite another aspect of
this exhibition which I wish to bring to the fore. What did
these works reflect in socio-cultural terms? What could
one see in them as a student of social sciences and cultural
studies?One thing struck me immediately: The artists
might have been picked up on the basis of individual merit
alone, but they shared a lot in common, and put together,
they seemed to complement one another. For one thing,
they commonly affirmed that they are “deeply rooted” in
their social and cultural background of rural Punjab. Even
though they might have later moved to urban settings,
their creativity flows from their memories of rural Punjab.
That is where their motifs come from and appear as visual
metaphors in their works. These are memories of a well-
integrated agrarian community settled in a calm,
rhythmic and idyllic cycle of life. These artists realise that
things have changed, that the flow of life has been
disrupted by winds of change. Green farmlands have been
taken over by highways, factories, modern residential
colonies consisting of high-rise flats.Individualism,
competition and consumerism have shattered community
solidarity. Pride in glorious traditions has been replaced
by anomie and alienation. The love of motherland has
been replaced by a mad urge to migrate abroad by hook or
crook.Economists and sociologists will give you nth
number of reasons and factors responsible for this drastic
shift of the social and moral-cultural compass. Artists,
however, are intuitive rather than analytical. Their
responses are more immediate, emotive and intimate.

Three kinds of responses are evident from the works of
these artists. First, there was an attempt at imaginative re-
creation of the past and imaginary re-living of life in
thaimagined past. There were roses, birds, nests, mud
houses and traditional milch cattle. There were young
lovers; there was the recurring theme of women doing
embroidery. In other words, what has been lost in real life
was recaptured in art. Art is not a mirror of life but a
parallel dream.The second response was of lamentation
and protest. There was depiction of empty lives of
isolated individuals. Denuded of their human essence by
needs and desires, they appeared as mere outlines. Or they
appeared as splintered individuals where one side is of a
nurturing mother, while the other shadowy side is of a

The 135th birth anniversary of Dr BR Ambedkar

presented an opportunity to political parties to rise
above their differences and reaffirm their allegiance to
the Constitution, but they preferred to indulge in their
trademark sport — one-upmanship. In his address after
flagging off the Hisar-Ayodhya flight, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accused the Congress of betraying
Ambedkar by turning Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and OBCs into “second-class citizens” while in
power. Ironically, his allegation that the Congress is
destroying the Constitution comes at a time when a law
enacted by his own government, the Wagqf
(Amendment) Act, has been challenged in the Supreme
Court and dubbed “unconstitutional” by Opposition
parties. The grand old party was quick to hit back,
saying that the Modi government was paying only lip
service to Ambedkar’s legacy and doing nothing to
fulfil his wishes. Amid the unsavoury slanging match,
the bottom line is that rival parties are vying to project

P

menacing, consumerist figure. These artists seemed to
create not merely aesthetic objects but works that
provoked thought and protest.The third response could
appear as exit and escape. More neutrally, it is an effort at
cutting loose and walking away to examine other avenues
of anchorage. This could take the form of an essentialist
faith in the inherent goodness of life despite all changes
and disruptions. Much of this is explained in terms of “ups
and downs’ of life. Another form is of humanist
universalism or existentialist philosophical belief that our
identities are not destined to be imprisoned by our
immediate geographic and cultural boundaries. Instead,
our identities are shaped by our free choices.

While all these three kinds of responses were clearly visible

to me in the works of these artists, what was equally
visible was a certain unease with the dissonance the
diversity of these responses created. As a result, some of
these artists seemed to have chosen some kind of a
‘middle path’. They spoke of ‘narrowing the gap’ or
‘building a bridge’ between the past and the present by
fusing tradition with modernity. It is a moot question as to
how exactly they did so, or how successful they were in
doing so.Historically, Punjab has been considered to be a
land of robust, hardworking and courageous people. But
what is also historically true is that Punjab has remained a
land of invasions, violence and looting. It has been a land
of ‘clash of civilisations’. Punjab has seen more social-

Tussle over Ambedkar

(One-upmanship does a disservice to his legacy
.

Bay of Bengal is emerging as geopolitical flashpoint

Two US generals had visited Bangladesh when Yunus went to China.

Not all is well on India's eastern seaboard. At the time
of PM Sheikh Hasina's upstaging in last August, the
script seemed to have the US signature all over. This
perception was strengthened by the parachuting of
Muhammad Yunus as Chief Adviser of Bangladesh's
interim government. Yunus had been earlier under
US patronage for a few years.However, the setting
up of this governance model was unconstitutional
since a caretaker government in Bangladesh is
supposed to be headed by a Supreme Court judge.
But, it had the backing of the army. Further, Yunus
flew down to DC with the 'student leader' who had

led the agitation before the regime change. He was |

introduced to Bill Clinton and, possibly, Joe Biden,
giving legitimacy to the belief that the US deep state
had steered the drama.Yunus' actions and the
statements from his advisers have been adversarial
to India. Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri visited
Dhaka recently and met Yunus and, probably,
conveyed India's concerns.Recently, Yunus called
on General Secretary Xi Jinping in Beijing. He also
addressed a business forum, where he said: "Seven
sisters of India are landlocked -- they have no way to
reach the ocean. We are the only guardian of the
ocean for all of this region.... From Bangladesh, you
can go anywhere you want. The ocean is in our
backyard. So, this is the opportunity that you want to
take."Either the Adviser is geopolitically naive or he
hasn't looked at the map. With a 580-km coastline, he
considers Bangladesh to be the "guardian of the
ocean for all of this region." On the east coast alone,
India has a coastline of approximately 6,100 km and
along with Andaman and Nicobar Islands, it is
around 7,516 km.The size of the country, its trade,

the combat naval arsenal, including two (soon to be
three) Sub-Surface Ballistic Nuclear (SSBN)
submarines, all in the east coast, speak for
themselves. Clearly, his imagination that
Bangladesh is the "guardian of the ocean" is
misplaced.The armed forces of the two countries,
particularly the navies, hold regular exercises, a

large number of personnel are trained in India and
enjoy very cordial relations. Yunus must be naive to
invite Chinese businessmen, knowing well that the
US would not expect this from its proxy.
Incidentally, two US generals were visiting
Bangladesh when the Adviser travelled to China.
Also, soon after his return, the army chief, General
Waker-Uz-Zaman, visited Beijing.Before her
upstaging, Hasina had stated that the US was keen to
use St Martin Island, located 9 km from the Cox's
Bazar-Teknaf peninsula, but she had declined the

request. St Martin is just about 8 km from the
Myanmar coast, making it rather strategic.The US
has been monitoring the worsening situation in
Myanmar as also the growing influence of China in
Bangladesh and Myanmar.The Bay of Bengal is the
only section of the Indian Ocean where the US does
not have a physical presence. The Biden
administration had earmarked $167 million for
Myanmar, including $75 million for cross-border
aid, of which $25 million was for non-lethal support
to ethnic armed organisations.China has been
supporting both the military junta in Myanmar and
several armed groups primarily to protect its port
operations in Kyaukphyu, where oil from the Gulfis
discharged and taken through pipelines to the
Kunming refinery. This can be an alternative to the
Malacca route, which exposes it to threats in times
of tension with the US. China also supports some
rebel groups near its border with Myanmar to not
disturb the supply route. It developed Kyaukphyu
port, which is used to offload Saudi and Iranian
crude and taken to Kunming.To maintain the
balance of power between the two friends (China
and India), the Myanmar government awarded the
development and operational contract of the Sittwe
port to India's IPGL. It is key to the Kaladan
Multimodal Transit Transport Project. This is also an
alternative route to the Northeastern states,
bypassing Bangladesh.It will open the possibility of
connecting the NE states with Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia and Vietnam, opening into the Pacific
(South China Sea).China has many stakes in
Bangladesh's infrastructure as well as weapon
platforms for its armed forces. It has 11 projects in

g
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cultural ruptures than perhaps any other part of the
country.In modern history, Punjab has seen disruptions
caused by the Partition in 1947 and the reorganisation in
1966. It has been a witness to violence during the
Partition, the Naxal movement and the era of Sikh
militancy. Then, there has been the lethal effect of the
agrarian crisis in the form of income stagnation, rising
debts, farmer suicides and ecological devastation.

Punjab’s memory of these disruptions is complex and
layered. There are those among us who have seen all the
above mentioned. That generation is fast dwindling.

Tthen there is the generation of ‘senior citizens’, born in the
post-Partition years but witness to every other eventful
turning of the wheel. Then, there is the youngest
generation, to which most of these artists belong to. They
may not have seen the violence, but they have heard about
it from their elders in the family.Moreover, they are the
only generation that has been born and brought up during
a period of agrarian crisis. The ‘green revolution’ has
faded, and the post-agrarian future is uncertain and
directionless.If we accept that the art of each age is
informed by its own present, then we should also accept
that the art of periods that lie in between definable ages, is
informed by the transitory character of its time. Could it
be that, many years from now, these young artists would
be remembered for depicting with remarkable empathy
and density, the fickleness of our present?

themselves as the sole custodian of the Constitution
as well as Ambedkar’s vision of social and economic
justice. However, vote bank politics continues to be
their driving force. Caste, class and communal
schisms persist because political leaders want it that
way for the sake of electoral gais.Key stakeholders
such as the executive, the legislature and the
judiciary must ask themselves why inequality and
discrimination prevail even 75 years after India
became a republic. Can a nation in which free
speech, democracy and federalism are often under
threat stand tall in the global arena? Devil-may-care
comedian Kunal Kamra was bang on target when he
flashed a pocket version of the Constitution and
wrote, “The only way forward.” Indeed, following
the Constitution in letter and spirit would be the best
tribute to its principal architect, Ambedkar. It would
require collective efforts, not an unhealthy tussle to
appropriate his enduring legacy.

hand. It is also Bangladesh’s top import partner.
Bangladesh is also part of the BRI. All said, the
Chinese projects provide 55,000 jobs to
Bangladeshis. There were reports of discussion for
PLAN ships to operate regularly from Bangladesh
ports. This was declined by the Hasina government
to avoid the Bay of Bengal becoming the new ocean
of geopolitical contestation.The US, too, has been
active in this area, given China’s influence of the
PRC and its stakes in both Myanmar and
Bangladesh. And now, the Arakan army has gained
control of Rakhine state and the border with
Bangladesh, except the ports of Sittwe and
Kyaukpyu. Rohingyas in Rakhine are facing the
Arakan army's onslaught and alleged human rights
violation.President Trump has suspended USAID,
which was being used for basic food and medical
care for thousands of Burmese refugees in
Bangladesh, India and Thailand, raising the risk of
malnutrition and death.Yunus has reportedly agreed
to invite China for the development of Mongla port
(the operation of which was awarded to India by the
Sheikh Hasina government). Yunus has also
reportedly invited Pakistan to build an airbase at
Lalmonirhat, near Chicken's Neck. Both these could
have adverse geopolitical consequences for
Bangladesh.The narrow portion of Bangladesh just
below Chicken's Neck is vulnerable to action by the
Indian armed forces. There is a threat of retaliation
from these new developments. Also, down south, the
Arakan army has been giving hot pursuit to
Rohingyas, right up to the Chittagong Hill Tracts.
This narrow portion of Bangladesh has borders with
Tripura, where ethnic Arakans are known to operate.
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'SEBI bans Gensol Engg,
promoters from securities
market in fund diversion case

New Delhi. Capital markets regulator SEBI on
Tuesday barred Gensol Engineering and promoters
— Anmol Singh Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi —
from the securities markets till further orders in a
fund diversion and governance lapses case.

The regulator has also debarred Anmol and Puneet
Singh Jaggi from holding the position of a director
or key managerial personnel in Gensol until further
orders.Further, the markets watchdog directed
Gensol Engineering Ltd (GEL) to put on hold the
stock split announced by it.The order came after
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
received a complaint in June 2024 relating to the
manipulation of share price and diversion of funds
from GEL and thereafter started examining the
matter.

*“The company has attempted to mislead SEBI, the
CRAs (credit rating agencies), the lenders and the
investors by submitting forged conduct letters
purportedly issued by its lenders,” the regulator
said.The noticees 1, 2 and 3 (GEL, Anmol and
Puneet Singh Jaggi) are alleged to have violated
the provisions of PFUTP (Prohibition of
Fraudulent and Unfair Trade Practices) rules, it
added.

SEBI noted that the promoters were running a listed
public company as if it were a propriety firm.
GEL’s funds were routed to related parties and used
for unconnected expenses as if the company’s
funds were promoters’ piggy banks.The result of
these transactions would mean that the diversions
at some time need to be written off from Gensol’s
books, ultimately resulting in losses to the
investors of the company.

...prima facie evidence of a blatant violation of

rules of corporate governance is writ large over the

workings of the company. The diversion of funds
ofthe company (GEL) by promoter entities reflects

a culture of weak internal control, where even ring-

fenced borrowings from institutional creditors

were rerouted at the total discretion of the
promoters,” SEBI’s whole-time member Ashwani

Bhatia said in the order.

Sensex, Nifty trade flat after
2-day tariff relief rally;
Gensol shares tumble 5%

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market indices
opened slightly lower on Wednesday after
registering strong gains in the past two trading
sessions.

The S&P BSE Sensex was down 84.98 points to
76,649.91 at 9:23 am, while the NSE Nifty50 fell
26.25 points to trade at 23,302.30. However,
broader market indices did not see any major dip,
and it is likely to provide relief to retail
investors.Another reason that will make investors
happy is the fact that volatility has dipped further
on Dalal Street.Most of the Nifty sectoral indices
were trading mixed. Some of the top gainers on the
Nifty50 were Jio Financial Services, Apollo
Hospitals, HDFC Life, Trent and Eicher Motors.
On the other hand, the top losers were Maruti,
Eternal, Sun Pharma, Bajaj-Auto and Tata
Consumer Products.

Meanwhile, shares of Gensol Engineering tumbled
5% after the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) barred its promoters fordiverting
company funds for personal use.On the broader
market outlook, Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd, "Markets could
see a gap down opening amid fall in other Asian
gauges following sluggish close of US indices in
overnight trades. The street continues to remain
focused on escalating tensions between the US and
China, as the US Commerce Department opened
an investigation into semiconductor and
pharmaceutical imports—raising the prospect of
further tariffs."

Exports hit record $820 bn
amid global challenges in
Fy25

New Delhi. Defying global headwinds and World
Trade Organisation’s bleak projections, India’s
exports surged to a record $820.93 billion in FY25,
marking a 5.5% increase over the previous year’s
$778.13 billion, the Ministry of Commerce
announced on Monday.

Merchandise exports edged up marginally to $437.42
billion from $437.07 billion in FY24. Merchandise
imports rose 6% to $720 billion during the year. Non-
petroleum exports stood out, rising by 6% to reach an
all-time high of $374.08 billion, compared to
$352.92 billion last year.Services exports led the
charge with a sharp 12.45% year-on-year increase.
The sector. often under the radar in public
discussions on trade, contributed significantly to
overall trade expansion. Key segments included
telecommunications, IT and business services,
travel, and financial services.

“This past year was quite difficult. So many things
happened globally— geopolitical tensions,
disruptions in sea routes, and recessions in several
countries. Despite the WTO’s very pessimistic
projections for global trade, India has done
extremely well. In fact, we’ve performed better than
the global average,” said Sunil Barthwal, commerce
secretary. The US, UAE, Netherlands, UK, and Japan
emerged as India’s top export destinations, while
China, Russia, and Gulf nations remained major
import sources.Smartphone exports to the US rose
from $4.7 billion to $7.4 billion, and to the UK from
$0.2 billion to $1.5 billion. Gold imports bill of the
country grew by 29% in FY25 to $58 billion despite
lower shipments in volume. This is due to sharp
increase in average price ($/kg) to $76,612 per kg in
FY25 compared to §57,263 per kg in FY25. India
marked new territory in agri-exports, sending green
papaya for the first time to Dublin and London.

PwC shuts down operations in more
than a dozen countries: Report

Pw( shuts operations in 12
countries due to bhusiness

challenges
Faces business losses, cuts

ties with risky clients globhally

Under scrutiny after recent
scandals and global client
exodus

= .

PwC has shut down
more than a dozen
countries that are deemed too small,
risky or unprofitable, as the Big Four
accounting firm aims to prevent repeats
of scandals that have affected it, the
reorted on

New Delhi.
operations in

Financial Times

New Delhi. Are we losing wealth by
mistake or is it a sign of an economic
shift system that is quietly working
against the average Indian household?
By 2030, expect smaller food portions
and bigger bills, warns investment
advisor Abhijit Chokshi.He wrote on
X, “What’s Coming By 20307 Digital
inflation: Hidden charges on UPI and
subscription services. Home prices are
sky-high. Renting becomes your only
option. Food shrink: Smaller portions,
higher bills. By 2030, you’ll own less,
pay more, and wonder where your life
went."He added that salaries have gone
up, but so have everyday costs. From
Rs 10 Maggi to Rs 1 crore for a basic
IBHK, it’s not that you're earning less,
it’s that your money is losing value
quietly.He wrote, “Why your salary
feels useless (even with a raise) from
Rs 10 maggie to Rs 1 crore 1BHKSs
you're not earning less you're just
being robbed silently. Is inflation only
about economics, or is it about
control?”People aren’t necessarily

As Trump considers auto tariffs pause, parts
exemptions could be key for US industry

DETROIT. President Donald Trump
hinted that he might temporarily
relieve the auto industry from
"permanent” tariffs he previously
imposed on the business. The president
didn't specify how long the potential
pause would be or what it would entail,
but the auto sector is awaiting how
rules might change on 25% tariffs
based on U.S. parts, if duties remain on
assembled vehicles.Experts have said
short pauses aren't likely to give
carmakers enough of an opportunity to
adjust their vast global supply chains,
though parts exemptions would
certainly bolster the industry amid
Trump's trade war whiplash.

Trump told reporters Monday that
automakers "need a little bit of time
because they're going to make them
here, but they need a little bit of time.
So I'm talking about things like that,"
referring to relocating production from
Canada, Mexico and elsewhere. The
news drove global auto stocks up
Tuesday.Matt B]um president of the

earning less, they’re just losing more
without noticing. Inflation, once seen
as an economic trend, may now be a
silent force of control, he added.
Chokshi stated in his post that most
people think inflation means things
getting expensive. But he explains that
inflation has two faces. One is visible
inflation, which we all notice. For
instance, milk going from Rs 60 to Rs
75, and petrol jumping from Rs 90 to
Rs 105, while EMIs are becoming
steeper. The other is invisible inflation,
which is trickier. That’s when prices
stay the same, but you get less—fewer

American Automotive Policy Council,
which represents domestic auto
companies Ford, General Motors and
Stellantis, said in a statement: "There is
increasing awareness that broad tariffs

on parts could undermine our shared
goal of building a thriving and growing
American auto industry, and that many
of these supply chain transitions will
take time." Trump first announced 25%

automotive tariffs late March; the
tariffs for completed vehicles took
effect on April 3, while the parts tariffs
were set to start 30 dayb later.

"The one-month delay is intended to give

Wednesday.The decision was taken due
to mounting differences with local
partners, the FT said, citing people
familiar with the matter.Local leaders at
the firm said they lost over a third of

Investment udwsor warns against mfluhon
'By 2030, you'll own less, pay more’

PwC declined to comment on the report
to FT. PwC did not immediately
respond to a Reuters request for
comment outside business hours,

The accounting giant has cut ties with its
Sub-Saharan Francophone Africa
firms after a strategic review, the
company said last month.China hit
PwC's mainland China unit with a six-
month suspension and a $62 million
fine for audit failures related to
property developer China
Evergrande's 3333.HK $78 billion
fraud.Last month, Britain's Financial
Reporting Council fined PwC 4.5
million pounds ($5.96 million) in
relation to the audit of Wyelands Bank
for its 2019 financial year. The firm is
working with Saudi Arabia and its

sovereign wealth fund to mend relations

after the kingdom suspended activities
between the $925 billion fund's holding
company and PwC.

IREDA share price jumps 6%
after strong (4 results. All
you need to know

New Delhi. Shares of Indian Renewable Energy
Development Agency (IREDA) surged nearly
6% in early trade on Wednesday, buoyed by a
strong set of Q4FY25 results that beat market
expectations.

At 9:55 am, the stock was trading at Rs 177.05 on
the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE), up 5.95%
from the previous close.The state-run renewable
energy financier reported a 48.66% year-on-year
jump in consolidated net profit for the March
quarter, coming in at Rs 501.55 crore compared
to Rs 337.39 crore in Q4FY24. Revenue from
operations also rose 36.93% to Rs 1,905.06 crore
from Rs 1,391.26 crore in the same period last
year.That said, asset quality showed some signs
of strain on a year-on-year basis. IREDA’s net
NPA ratio rose to 1.35% in Q4FY25, up from
0.99% in the same quarter last year. However,

their business in recent years after
pressure from PwC's global executives
to drop risky clients, according to the
report. PwC has faced an exodus of
clientele and layoffs since last year.

biscuits in the same packet, smaller
portions in the same meal. This is
called shrinkflation, and it quietly
cuts your spending power without
you even realising it, mentioned
Chokshi.
WHAT'S REALLY CAUSING THIS ?
Chokshi in his post pointed to a few
reasons, like central banks printing
more money, which weakens the
value of the currency, corporates
cutting quality, not prices, along with
global sanctions and oil prices, which
impacts fuel costs and transport, which
then increase the price of everything
else.

He wrote, “You're busy blaming the
sabziwala for the tomato price. But you
don’t ask why your savings aren’t
keeping up. What Causes It? Central
banks are printing money, more rupees
are chasing the same goods. Global
politics: One oil sanction abroad, your
fuel price at home spikes.”

the U.S. government time to work out
rules to exempt the value of automotive
parts that contains U.S.-made
materials, which will not be subject to
the tariffs," according to insights from
law firm Foley & Lardner, noting a
"carveout" for parts certified under
regional trade pact, the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement. The Department of
Commerce is expected to determine "a
system to calculate non-U.S. content"
by May 3.At the same time,
automakers are navigating steel and
aluminum imports levies of at least
25%; 25% duties on all goods from
Canada and Mexico; 10% global tariffs
and reciprocal tariffs around the world
— paused for 90 days, and both of
which automotive is exempt from; and
tariffs on China at 145%.Autos Drive
America, which represents foreign
automakers, said in a statement that
"hitting pause on auto tariffs would be a
step in the right direction and would
allow automakers to deliver more
choices at better prices for consumers."

there was a modest improvement sequentially, as
net NPAs had stood at 1.5% in Q3FY25. The
gross NPA ratio for the March quarter came in at
2.45%, reflecting pressure in some parts of the
loan book despite the company’s strong topline
performance.Backing the strong Q4
performance is a 28% YoY growth in the
company’s loan book, which stood at Rs 76,250
crore at the end of FY25, ompared to Rs 59,698
crore a year earlier.Last month, the board
approved a borrowing programme of up to Rs
30,800 crore for FY26. It also revised the
borrowing limit for FY25, raising it by Rs 5,000
crore to Rs 29,200 crore.IREDA, a Navratna
public sector enterprise under the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy, continues to play a
key role in financing India’s clean energy
transition. The government currently holds a
75% stake in the company. With growing interest
in renewable energy investments and a solid Q4
performance, the stock may remain in focus
among investors looking at green energy plays
with PSU backing.

How Gensol promoter used company
funds to buy ultra-luxury DLF Camellias

DLF Camellias is a luxury housing

project located in Sector 42, Gurgaon.

BUY LUXURY FLAT

Gensol had taken a loan of Rs 71.41 crore
from the Indian Renewable Energy

It comprises 4 BHK, 5 BHK, and 6 BHK

luxury apartments. Prices for these

upscale homes begin at Rs 70 crore.

New Delhi. The DLF Camellias apartment,
one of Gurgaon's and possibly India's
most elite addresses, is now at the centre
of a Sebi investigation that has exposed
serious cracks in corporate governance at

market

regulator’s interim order reveals that
one of Gensol’s
allegedly used company
funds, including loans meant for electric

vehicle purchases, to quietly finance a

high-end apartment in the ultra-luxury

project in Gurgaon.DLF Camellias is a

luxury housing project located in Sector

42, Gurgaon. It features 429 high-end

residences, available in 4 BHK, 5 BHK,

and 6 BHK layouts. According to the
official website, prices for these upscale

Gensol Engineering.The

Anmol Singh Jaggi,
pl"{)l'l"lOlE:l'S.,

homes beginat Rs 70 crore.

MONEY MEANT FOR EVs USED TO

TO GENSOLFUNDS

Development Agency (IREDA),
added another Rs 26 crore from its own
account. This brought the total to nearly
Rs 97 crore. A few days later, this money
was sent to Go-Auto, a car dealer with
links to the company and its promoters.
On the very same day, Go-Auto transferred
Rs 50 crore to another entity, Capbridge
Ventures, which is run by the Jaggi
brothers who are promoters of Gensol.
Capbridge Ventures then used Rs 42.94
crore to pay DLF towards the purchase of
an apartment in The Camellias project.
Sebi said this was a clear case of fund
diversion. The loans taken for EV leasing
were being rerouted to a real estate deal by
passing the money through related
parties. The apartment, according to Sebi,
was bought in the name of a firm where
Anmol Singh Jaggi and his brother Puneet
Singh Jaggi are both designated partners.
BOOKING ADVANCE ALSO LINKED

The chain of transactions did not end there.
Sebi also found that Rs 5 crore was paid as
an initial booking advance for the

apartment by Jasminder Kaur, the mother
of Anmol Singh Jaggi. This money, too,
came from Gensol.Later, when DLF

Engineering and its promoters — Anmol
Singh Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi. The
regulator has barred all three from trading
in the capital markets until further notice.
It has also banned the two brothers from
serving as directors or holding any senior
roles at Gensol. In its order, Sebi said,
“The promoters were running a listed
public company as if it were a
proprietary firm.” The regulator added
that there was a complete breakdown
ofinternal financial checks and proper
governance in the company.
M BACKGROUND OF THE CASE
¢ Sebi had started its investigation after
getting complaints about Gensol.
These included concerns over sharp
movements in share prices and
defaults in loan payments. During the
probe, Sebi found that Gensol’s
promoters had moved large amounts of
borrowed money through related
companies and used it for personal
gain.The misuse was not limited to the
DLF apartment purchase. Sebi said there
were several examples of fund diversion,
which included fake documents,
misreporting to credit agencies, and lack
of financial discipline.

returned the advance amount to her, the
money did not go back to Gensol. Instead,
it was transferred to another related
company, Matrix Gas and Renewables.

and

Sebi’s investigation shows that there was
no intention to return the company’s
money.In a written response to Sebi, DLF
confirmed that a payment of Rs 42.94
crore was made on October 6, 2022,
towards the purchase of an apartment.
This apartment was originally booked in
the name of Jasminder Kaur.

SEBITAKESACTION

After completing its investigation, Sebi has
passed an interim order against Gensol
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Delhi government's new air quality monitors face
backlash over placement in low- poIIu’non zones

NEW DELHI. air quality monitoring stations ~ Kandhari,
has drawn criticism from environmental
activists, who allege that the strategic
placement of these stations in green, low-
density areas amounts to “greenwashing”
the capital’s pollution data.Environment
Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa recently
announced that the new stations will be set
up at Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU),
Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU), Delhi Cantonment, Netaji
Subhash University (West Campus), and the
Commonwealth Games Sports Complex. At
least two of these — INU and IGNOU — lie
within the South-Central Ridge, a
designated forest area while the remaining
stations are located in areas with relatively
low population density

*The new monitors are being placed in areas
with relatively low-density, green, and
institutionally controlled environments.
These are not areas grappling with the thick
of Delhi’s pollution crisis. Instead, they are
among the city’s better-performing pockets
when it comes to air quality,” said Bhavreen

cleanair.

density

Rajasthan man held for Rs 19
lakh online Ponzi scam promising
28% monihly return in Delhu

NEW DELHI. A 31-year-old man from Rajasthan has
been arrested for allegedly defrauding a couple by
promising a 28% monthly return on their investment,
police said on Tuesday.The accused, Vinod Kumar,
hailing from Sri Ganganagar, ran an online Ponzi
scheme named *“Dollar Win Exchange.”

According to police, in November 2024, the victim’s wife
came across video promoting high-return investment
plans. After clicking a link, the couple joined a social
media group and was lured to invest starting from Rs
1,000. Initially, they received small returns, but were
later convinced to invest larger sums. Eventually, the
payments stopped, and they realised they had been
cheated of Rs 19 lakh.

“An investigation traced the defrauded amount to two
bank accounts in Kumar’s name. He was located in Sri
Ganganagar through technical surveillance and
arrested,” DCP (central) M Harsha Vardhan
said.*Kumar, who previously worked in a cooperative
society, used his experience in multi-level marketing to
deceive people,” the DCPadded.

Congress workers rally outside ED
offices across states over action

on Gandhis

NEW DELHI. Hundreds of Congress workers and
leaders converged outside the offices of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) across several states and
held protests over the chargesheet filed against Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul in the National Herald money
laundering case. Central government offices at the
district level also saw widespread demonstrations by
Congress workers.

A massive agitation was held at the Congress's 24 Akbar
Road party office in Delhi, with senior leaders like
Sachin Pilot and Imran Pratapgarhi joining hundreds of
workers in shouting slogans against the Centre and
terming the action a "political vendetta".A huge
contingent of police was deployed near the Congress
office in Delhi and barricades were installed to prevent
a law and order situation. Several workers were also
detained.

"This is a politically motivated case. There is no
transaction, transfer of property, asset transaction, there
is no case. We will fight it out legally... Rahul Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi have been purposefully targeted.
This has been done to suppress the voice of the
opposition,” senior leader Sachin Pilot said.

Rajya Sabha MP Imran Pratapgarhi said action was being
taken after the Central Working Committee, the highest
decision-making body of the Congress, met in Gujarat -
the home state of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.In

I
Warrior Moms, a citizen-led “
collective advocating for

“It is understandable that
some stations are placed in
universities to facilitate
research, but more and more
are being installed in areas
with better air quality, |
instead of industrial or high- #

NEW DELHL. In a significant move,

On the same day, the Akhil Bharatiya

founder of /

residential ;

zones."Delhi currently has &
40 air quality monitoring =
stations that feed data into |
the city’s overall AQI
calculations.
many high-pollution zones
including dense
residential and industrial areas — remain
unmonitored. Several existing monitors are
similarly located in low-exposure zones.
For instance, the station on Shri Aurobindo
Marg is inside the National Institute of
Tuberculosis and Respiratory Diseases

However,

Sarai an
Karni Si

are also

Forest) and Siri Fort (Hauz Khas Forest) —

settlements.According to activist Varun

within the Mehrauli forest range, despite
being near congested localities like Lado

d Saidulajaib. Others — like the
ngh Shooting Range (Asola Bhatti

situated far from dense urban

Gulati, these stations have a
radius of just | to 1.5 kilometres.
“Many of these are located in
areas where they will not be
exposed to the most common
pollutants like fumes from
vehicles and dust from
construction activities,” he
said.Kandhari also pointed out
the high cost of these
installations, “A single
CAAQMS setup can cost
upwards of Rs 1 crore in
installation and operational
expenses. These are taxpayer-
funded investments that should
be strategically deployed where
they are most needed: high-
density residential areas,

congested intersections, industrial belts, and
construction-heavy zones. These are the
locations where residents,
children and the elderly, suffer the worst
health impacts due to sustained exposure to
polluted air.".

especially

Veer Savarkar College to reserve seats for
Roshanpura villagers as DU expands after 30 years

The college is set to begin admissions for the academic session 2025-26, marking a major
milestone in the unwersny s expunswn after nearly 30 years.

Delhi University’s Veer Savarkar
College will reserve two seats in each
course for applicants from Najafgarh’s
Roshanpura village, which donated
land for the establishment of the new
institution. One of these reserved seats
will be for female students to promote
gender inclusion.The college is set to
begin admissions for the academic
session 2025-26, marking a major
milestone in the university’s expansion
after nearly 30 years. Located just five
minutes from DU’s West Campus, Veer
Savarkar College is being built at an
estimated cost of Rs 140 crore,
covering a built-up area of 18,816.56
square metres.In an announcement,
DU Vice Chancellor Yogesh Singh
said, “In a positive and progressive
step, the university has decided to

caused by administrative and legal
hurdles, the election process for the
Jawaharlal Nehru University Students’
Union (JNUSU) finally commenced on
Tuesday, with various organizations
filing their nominations.The Election
Committee also released the voter list,
confirming that 7,906 students are
eligible to vote in this year’s elections.
Notably, 43% of registered voters are
women.

Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) announced
its probable candidates for the INUSU
elections. The list includes Thite
Shambhavi Pramod. Anuj Damara,
Kunal Rai, Vikas Patel, Rajeshwar
Kant Dubey, Shikha Swaraj Nittu
Goutham, Arun Srivastava, and Akash
Kumar Ravani.These candidates have
submitted their nominations, and after
scrutiny, the final list of four candidates
for the JNUSU Central Panel
posts—president, vice-president,
general secretary and joint
secretary—will be confirmed. ABVP
activists have already begun intensive

T

reserve two seats per course for the
children of those who donated land for
the college. Out of the two, one seat
will be reserved for a girl student.” The
new campus will feature 24
classrooms, eight tutorial rooms, 40
faculty rooms, department libraries,
conference rooms, and a canteen.

“We are starting two four-year

undergraduate programs — B.Sc
Computer Science and Bachelor of

campaigns across hostels and
classrooms, highlighting the
organisation’s constructive
contributions over the past six years.
Similarly, members of the All India
Students Association (AISA) and
Students’ Federation of India (SFI) also
filed their nominations.

he nomination correction window
opened on Tuesday, with withdrawals
set to take place on Wednesday. In
addition to the central panel elections,

Business Administration (BBA) — at
Veer Savarkar College for this
academic session. In both programs,
two seats will be reserved for students
from Roshanpura village,” Singh
added.Each course will have 60 seats in
total. The college, which is built on
land donated by Roshanpura’s
residents, will maintain this
reservation policy even as more
courses are introduced. Veer Savarkar
College is part of a larger initiative by
Delhi University to expand its
infrastructure. This is the first major
expansion in nearly three decades, with
two additional campuses under
development — the East Campus in
Surajmal Vihar and the West Campus in
Dwarka Sector 22. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi laid the foundation
stone for these campuses.

JNUSU election process begins after delays; ABVP,
AISA, SFl file nominations ahead of April 25 poIIs

NEW DELHI. After a prolonged delay

voting will be held for 42 councillor
positions representing 16 schools and a
special combined centre at the
university. The INUSU elections will
take place on April 25.

ABVP’s Central Election Coordinator
for INUSU elections. Arjun Anand,
said, “We are fully prepared for the
elections and committed to promoting
responsible leadership by selecting
dedicated, aware and active student
leaders.

Man claiming to be Mughal
descendant seeks UN help to

protect Aurangzeb's tomb

NEW DELHI.A man claiming to be a
descendant of the last Mughal emperor,
Bahadur Shah Zafar, has appealed to United
Nations Secretary-General Antnio Guterres
for the protection of Mughal emperor
Aurangzeb’s tomb in Maharashtra’s
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar (formerly
Aurangabad). Yakub Habeebuddin Tucy, who
asserts that he is the carctaker of the Waqf
property where the tomb is located, said that
the grave has been declared a 'Monument of
National Importance’ and is protected under
the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sitesand Remains Act, 1958,

In his letter, he raised concerns over growing
hostility toward the site following recent
unrest in Nagpur, news agency ANI reported.

The demand comes nearly a month after
violence erupted in Nagpur during a rally
which demanded the removal of Aurangzeb's
Tomb."As per the provisions of the said Act,
no unauthorised construction, alteration,
destruction, or excavation can be undertaken
at or near the protected monument, and any
such activity would be deemed illegal and
punishable under law," the letter to the UN
Secretary-General read.

In the letter, he criticised what he called the
distortion of historical facts in films, media,
and social platforms, which he said has fueled
public sentiment and led to hate campaigns
and acts of symbolic aggression like effigy
burning.He added that security personnel must
be deployed to protect it.

He also underlined that international law
imposes an obligation to "safeguard and
conserve cultural heritage for the benefit of
present and future generations."The letter
cited India's signing of the UNESCO
Convention Concerning the Protection of the
World Cultural and Natural Heritage, 1972,
and added, "Any act of destruction, neglect, or
unlawful alteration of such monuments would
amount to a violation of international
obligations."

Vellore waqf shocker
shows why law didn't
trigger CAA-like protests

NEW DELHI. A fortnight since Parliament passed
the Waqf Amendment (2025) Bill, the protests
predicted by the Opposition and Muslim
organisations during the debate have been missing
from the ground. Many naysayers and opponents
of the Bill had warned of widespread protests by
Muslims, saying they would resemble the unrest
that followed the Citizenship Amendment Act and
the proposed National Register of Citizenship.
But, apart from the concentrated violence in some
parts of Bengal and scattered protests in the
southern states, the response to the amendments
has been muted.

So, why have the predictions of gloom and doom
among Muslims been proven wrong? One reason
is the arbitrary manner in which properties are
claimed as waqf assets.Last week, a notice from a
local mosque and dargah shocked around 150
families of Kattukollai village in Tamil Nadu's
Vellore district. The notice, from the Kilandai
Masjid and the Hazarath Syed Ali Sultan Shah
Dargah, declared that the land these families
owned for generations was now Waqf property. It
demanded that they either vacate their homes or
pay rent to the dargah management.

The notice triggered panic among villagers, who
marched to the Vellore District Collector's office
with valid title documents, pleading for
intervention to protect the homes and lands they
had occupied for generations.This wasn’t an
isolated incident. In 2022, a similar case jolted
Tamil Nadu’s Tiruchendurai village, where the
local waqgf committee claimed 480 acres of land,
including a vast stretch belonging to a 1500-year-
old Chola-era temple.

Both these districts have around 15% of Muslim
population. The arbitrary manner in which the
ancestral land belonging was claimed -- a flaw in
the pre-amendment wagqf laws the government
aims to address -- shows that the waqf boards
spare none, not even members of their own
community, for whose benefit these assets are
purportedly donated.

Plea in Delhi HC seeks revival of contempt

Mumbai, a poster was put outside the AJL House in
Bandra demanding demolition of the property. The
poster, which stated "Deva Bhau Bulldozer Chalao",
carried pictures of Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and his Uttar Pradesh counterpart
Yogi Adityanath.

WHAT ISTHE ED CASE?

The protests come as the ED filed a chargesheet against
Sonia and Rahul before a special PMLA court in
connection with its money laundering probe in the
National Herald case.

In its chargesheet, the ED has alleged that the Gandhis
and other accused acquired assets of Associated
Journals Ltd (AJL), the publisher of the National
Herald newspaper, at an undervalued rate of Rs 50 lakh,
compared to the actual market value of assets worth Rs
2,000 crore. The AJL was founded by India's first prime
minister, Jawarharlal Nehru. The assets were acquired
by a "not-for-profit" company, Young Indian, which is
controlled by Sonia and Rahul Gandhi, the ED alleged.
Both Sonia and Rahul are out on bail in the case.

.Despite the Delhi
Prisons Act
mandating a Law
Officer in every jail,
only one currently
serves all 16 jails.

corresponding regular posts,

demonstrates clear contempt of court.

The Director General of Tihar Jail and *°

case over axing of ad-hoc Law Officers in jails

fulfilling the role of Law Officers. The
petitioner argues that this latest
development is yet another instance of

NEW DELHI. A fresh petition has been

filed before the Delhi High Court,
sccking the revival of a contempt case in
connection with the alleged abrupt
termination of ad-hoc Law Officers
across Delhi’s prison system. The plea
argues that this act amounts to willful
disobedience of the Court’s specific
directives issued on September 27,2019,

The petitioner contends that the

discontinuation of these temporary
appointments, without the creation of

other senior prison officials have been
named as respondents for allegedly
failing to comply with judicial
instructions. The origins of the case lic
in a petition filed by Advocate Amit
Sahni, a social activist, which was
disposed of by a High Court order
directing the authorities to complete
the recruitment of Law Officers for
Delhi’s jails, preferably within twelve
weeks of receiving the order.

When these directions were not acted upon
within the stipulated period, Advocate
Sahni initiated contempt proceedings.
During the hearings, the respondents
informed the court that 16 Law Officers
had been appointed on an ad-hoc basis.
On the basis of this assurance, the Court
disposed of the contempt case December
21,2021.

However, the current plea states that

despite the passage of more than five
years since the initial order, and over
three years since the contempt case was
closed, no genuine steps have been taken
to regularise the posts of Law Officers.

On the contrary, the ad-hoc
appointments themselves have now been
withdrawn.

The plea highlights an order dated April 2,
2025, issued by the Office of the Director
General (Prisons), Government of NCT
of Delhi, which abruptly ends even the
temporary engagement of law graduates

wilful disobedience of the Division
Bench’s directions.

fk' The earlier petition had already

underscored the glaring inadequacy in

prison legal staffing. Despite the

statutory requirement under the Delhi

Prisons Act, 2000, which mandates

the presence of a designated Law

Officer in every jail, only one Law
Officer currently serves all 16 jails in the
capital, stationed at the Tihar
headquarters. It had further been
revealed that between August 2016 and
February 2019, no Law Officer was
appointed at the prison headquarters at
all. According to Section 6 of the Delhi
Prisons Act, each prison must have
essential personnel, including a
superintendent, deputy superintendent,
medical officer, Law Officer, welfare
officer, and other staff.
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KFC worker killed in Pak as
Islamist party activists
ransack outlet, open fire

world. An employee of American fast-food chain
KFC was killed in an attack carried out by members
of the radical Islamist group Tehreek-i-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP) during an anti-Israel demonstration
in Pakistan’s Punjab province, police said on
Tuesday.

The incident took place in Sheikhupura, some 50
kilometers from the capital Lahore.

According to police, a large group of TLP activists
stormed the KFC outlet early morning.While
vandalising the restaurant, the attackers opened fire
on staff members. One employee, identified as Asif
Nawaz and believed to be in his 40s, was fatally shot,
while others managed to flee.

“When police reached the spot, the miscreants had
fled,” an official said, adding that over three dozen
suspects have been detained, and an investigation is
ongoing.Just a day prior, TLP supporters had also
targeted a KFC outlet in Rawalpindi, damaging the
property.Similar attacks were reported last week in
Karachi and Lahore, where parts of KFC outlets
were set on fire. Punjab police have since arrested 17
TLP members linked to those incidents.

The Pakistani government and security agencies
appear to be struggling to contain the wave of TLP-
led violence against foreign fast-food chains under
the guise of religious protests.

Major Solar storm could
bring Aurora Borealis to New
York, Kentucky

world. A strong geomagnetic storm caused by a series
of solar outbursts could illuminate the skies over
much of the northern U.S., with the potential for the
Northern Lights to reach as far south as Kentucky on
Tuesday evening into early Wednesday morning.

The storm, rated a G3 on the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) five-point
geomagnetic scale, is considered “strong.” The Space
Weather Prediction Center has issued a geomagnetic
storm warning. These storms occur when charged
particles from the Sun collide with Earth’s magnetic
field, creating breathtaking aurora displays and
occasionally disrupting communication systems.The
most dramatic aurora displays are expected over the
Rocky Mountains and Western states around sunrise
on Wednesday, according to the FOX Forecast Center.
Chicago and Frankfort, Kentucky, may enjoy better
views due to clearer sky conditions. However, much
of the Northeast, including most of Pennsylvania,
might experience cloud cover that could block
visibility.For best viewing, experts recommend
heading away from city lights to areas with minimal
light pollution and an unobstructed view toward the
northern horizon. While auroras often appear more
vivid in long-exposure photographs, strong displays
can also be seen with the naked eye.

While the Northern Lights may dazzle skywatchers,
geomagnetic storms can have broader impacts. The
G3-level event could disrupt radio communications
and interfere with GPS navigation. NOAA forecasts
that the storm’s strength will decrease to a G1 level by
Thursday and fall below G1 by Friday.The unusual
opportunity to view the aurora borealis at lower
latitudes has created a buzz among star-gazers
throughout the U.S. The people wanting to view the
performance should check forecasts and sky
conditions at local levels late Tuesday evening
through early Wednesday morning.

Bahamas Suspends SpaceX
Rocket Landings Pending
Post-Launch Probe

Washington.The Bahamas' government said on
Tuesday it is suspending all SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket
landings in the country, pending a full post-launch
investigation."No further clearances will be granted
until a full environmental assessment is reviewed,"
Bahamian Director of Communications Latrae
Rahming said in a post on X.SpaceX did not
immediately respond to a request for comment.

The Bahamian government said in February after
SpaceX's first landing in the country that it had
approved 19 more throughout 2025, subject to
regulatory approval.The Bahamas' post-launch
investigation comes after a SpaceX Starship
spacecraft exploded in space last month, minutes

after lifting off from Texas.Social media videos
showed fiery debris streaking through the skies near
South Florida and the Bahamas after the spacecraft
broke up in space shortly after it began to spin
uncontrollably with its engines cut off.

Following the incident, the Bahamas said debris from
the spacecraft fell into its airspace. The country said
the debris contained no toxic materials and added it
was not expected to have a significant impact on
marine life or water quality.

The Starship explosion was not connected to the
Bahamas' Falcon 9 landing program with SpaceX.
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Chinese Economy Grew 5.4% In First
Quarter Amid New US Tariffs

Beijing and Washington are

locked in a fast-moving, high-

stakes game of brinkmanship

since US President Donald Trump

launched a global tariff assault

that has particularly targeted

Chinese imports.

Beijing, China.China on Wednesday said its
economy grew a forecast-beating 5.4
percent in the first quarter as exporters
rushed to get goods out of factory gates

ahead of swingeing new US tariffs.

Beijing and Washington are locked in a fast-
game of
brinkmanship since US President Donald

moving, high-stakes

Trump launched a global tariff assault that
has particularly targeted Chinese imports.
Tit-for-tat exchanges have seen US levies
imposed on China rise to 145 percent, and
Beijing setting a Official data Wednesday

US judge stops Trump admin from deporting
Indian student weeks hefore graduation

world. A US federal judge on Tuesday

temporarily halted the removal of a
University of Wisconsin-Madison
student from India whose visa was
terminated from the Student and
Exchange Visitor Program (SEVIS)
database.Judge William Conley ruled
to block the Department of Homeland

Security (DHS) from immediately [E

deporting 21-year-old Krish Lal
Isserdasani, who claimed his F-1
student visa was wrongfully
terminated. Krish, who is an
engineering student, is set to graduate
in May."He was given no warning, no
opportunity to explain or defend
himself, and no chance to correct any
potential misunderstanding before his
F-1 student visa record was terminated
in SEVIS," the order said.The April 15
order prevents the Department of
Homeland Security from revoking the
student visa or detaining Isserdasani.

According to the order, Isserdasani was

arrested on November 22, 2024, on
suspicion of misdemeanour disorderly

conduct after he and his friends got into
an argument with another group of
people after leaving a bar.

His student visa was cancelled on April 4.
Judge William Conley of the Western

District of Wisconsin handed down the
order, saying Isserdasani was not

convicted of a crime, and his claim of
wrongful visa termination had a
"reasonable likelihood of success" in
the courts. He set a preliminary
injunction hearing for April 28.Lotfi
said that the order is believed to be one
of the first national victories for
international student visa holders

whose records were terminated. About
1,300 students nationwide have seen
their SEVIS records terminated
abruptly.Several US colleges have
reported an increase in visa
cancellations among international
students, including some from India.
In many cases, the students had no
known connection to recent pro-
Palestinian protests on campus.
Instead, officials have cited past
traffic infractions as reasons for
revoking their visa.Indian students
are among those affected, even if
they had not participated in physical
demonstrations that invited the wrath
of the Trump administration. Indian
students in the US have had their
visas revoked despite being innocent
or over minor infractions that do not
merit visa cancellation. This includes
cases involving minor traffic
violations, like speeding. In several of
the cases, visas have been cancelled
despite courts having found the Indian
students not guilty.

France expels 12 Algerian diplomats
over Paris kidnappinag scandal

world. France has expelled 12 Algerian

diplomatic and consular officials and
recalled its ambassador from Algiers,
intensifying an already strained
diplomatic row between the two
countries. The move follows
accusations by Paris that Algerian
authorities are to blame for the
worsening of bilateral ties.

The tensions center on the kidnapping of

Amir Boukhors, a prominent Algerian
activist and social media personality
known online as Amir DZ. A vocal
critic of Algerian President
Abdelmadjid Tebboune, Boukhors has
lived in France since 2016 and was
granted political asylum in 2023.In
April 2024, Boukhors was abducted
outside his home in Val-de-Marne,
near Paris. Speaking to France 2
television, he claimed that four men
wearing police armbands kidnapped
him, drugged him, and held him in a
container for more than 24 hours. “I
fell into a trap,” he said. Three suspects
have since been arrested and charged
with kidnapping and arbitrary
detention. French prosecutors revealed

that one of the suspects worked at the
Algerian consulate in Crteil,
intensifying the diplomatic fallout.

Algeria has denied any official
involvement, rejecting the claim that
its consular staff were implicated. In

retaliation, Algiers expelled 12 French
diplomats, prompting Paris to respond
in kind by ejecting an equal number of
Algerian officials and recalling its
envoy.Franco-Algerian relations, long
marked by historical tensions, have
remained delicate. Relations further
soured in 2023 after President
Emmanuel Macron expressed support
for Morocco’s claim over Western
Sahara—at odds with Algeria’s

France expelled 12 Algerian

diplomats and recalled its

ambassador over the

kidnapping of activist Amir

Boukhors. Alleged consular

involvement has reignited

diplomatic tensions, further

straining France — Algeria

relations already weakened

by past disputes.

stance.Although French Foreign
Minister Jean-Nol Barrot had recently
suggested a thaw in relations, this
incident has reignited hostilities.

Adding to the strain, Macron has called

on Algeria to release celebrated author
Boualem Sansal, 75, who was
sentenced to five years in prison for
allegedly "undermining the integrity"
of the Algerian state.

offered a first glimpse into how those trade
war fears are affecting the Asian giant's
fragile recovery, which was already feeling
the pressure of persistently low
consumption and a property market debt

crisis.Beijing's National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) said that "according to
preliminary estimates, the gross
domestic product in the first quarter...
(was) up by 5.4 percent year on year at
constant prices".

That was above the 5.1 percent predicted
by analysts polled by AFP ahead of the
data release.Industrial output also soared
6.5 percent in the first quarter of the year,
up from 5.7 percent in the final three
months of 2024.And retail sales, a key
gauge of consumer demand, climbed 4.6
percent year-on-year, the NBS said.But
Beijing warned the global economic
environment was becoming more
"complex and severe" and that more was
needed to boost growth and
consumption."The foundation for

sustained economic recovery and growth is

yet to be consolidated," the NBS said,
adding there was a need for "more
proactive and effective macro policies".

Melinda French Gates
opens up about divorce:
'l 'had to leave'

Melinda French Gates opened up about her split from Bill

Gates, citing lack of honesty. She's healing through therapy,

embracing new love, and inspiring others through her

memoir and personal transformation.

world. Philanthropist Melinda French Gates has opened
up about her split from Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates.
In an interview on The Late Show with Stephen Colbert
on April 14, Melinda shared how she came to the
painful decision to end their 27-year marriage.

"To have a trusted relationship, both partners must be
honest," she told Colbert. "And if you can't have
honesty, you can't have intimacy or trust. Ultimately, I
had to leave."Melinda revealed that therapy helped her
navigate the emotional challenges of the divorce. In her
memoir, she discusses staying true to herself while
dealing with "betrayals" in the marriage, all while
keeping the separation private for over a year.

In an interview with PEOPLE magazine, Melinda
emphasized the importance of authenticity: "You have
to stay true to yourself always." She added that sharing
her story was a way to connect with others going
through similar transitions.During her appearance on
Colbert's show, Melinda also confirmed that she is now
in a "pretty great" relationship. While she didn’t name

I
her partner, she has previously been photographed with
businessman Philip Vaughn. In her PEOPLE interview,
she said she was "very, very happy" and open to this
new chapter in her life.Following the divorce, Melinda
focused on reconnecting with herself—going on a
"freedom tour" with friends to Mexico. "Transitions can
be scary, exhilarating, or both," she said.

Bill Gates has also spoken publicly, calling the divorce
"tough" and his "biggest regret" during a January
interview. He added that despite the outcome, he would
still choose the marriage for all the positives they
created together.

Amid Trump's tariff war, China issues over
85000 visas to 'Indian friends'

The Chinese Embassy in India has issued
more than 85,000 visas to Indian citizens
between January 1 and April 9, 2025,
highlighting a major effort to enhance
people-to-people connections between the
two countries.Chinese Ambassador to
India Xu Feihong invited more Indians to
visit China and experience its "open, safe,
and friendly environment"."As of April 9,
2025, the Chinese Embassy and Consulates
in India have issued more than 85,000 visas
to Indian citizens traveling to China this
year. Welcome more Indian friends to visit
China, experience an open, safe, vibrant,
sincere and friendly China," Xu said in a
post on X.Visa numbers are showing a
marked increase, with 85,000 issued in just
the first four months of 2025, compared to
180,000 throughout 2023. Last year, the
Chinese embassy updated its visa
application requirements, introducing
several key relaxations.Indian applicants
no longer need to book an online

appointment before submitting their visa
applications. Instead they can directly
submit them at visa centres during working
days. Additionally, individuals applying for

short-term, single or double-entry visas for
stays under 180 days are exempt from
providing biometric data, such as
fingerprints.Along with these changes, the

Chinese Embassy has also reduced visa
application fees, introducing new, lower
charges for applicants.

TRUMP'S TARIFF WAR

China announced the updated figures at a
time when US President Donald Trump
rammed up warnings of potential trade
tariffs on almost every country, zeroing in
on China, which is Washington's prime
trading partner and economic
adversary. Trump has raised US tariffs on
Chinese imports to 145 per cent while
halting new tariffs on goods from other
countries. In retaliation, China has imposed
a 125 per cent tariff on American products.

China has also urged India and other
countries to stand with it in opposing what
it called the "US tariff abuse".Yu Jing,
spokesperson for the Chinese embassy in
India, last week, said India and China, as
the two largest developing countries,
should unite against the US tariff actions.
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Making Riyan Parag RR
stand-in captain over me was
the correct call: Nitish Rana

New Delhi . Rajasthan Royals batter Nitish
Rana has supported the decision to make
Riyan Parag the stand-in skipper of the team
ahead of him when Sanju Samson was
recovering from his injury. Riyan was the
skipper for three games, as Samson was used
as an impact sub by the Royals during the
same timeframe. The Assam star guided RR
to one win during his time as skipper against
CSK.

While Nitish was the skipper of KKR in the
2023 season and had experience, he had no
issues with RR overlooking him for Riyan.
Speaking at the pre-match press conference
before the Delhi game, the southpaw said
that he was with KKR for 6 to 7 years before
he was made skipper, as he understood the
team environment betterNitish felt with
Riyan, it was the right call as he has been

with the setup since 2019. Nitish also said he
would have been open to the captaincy if it
was offered to him.When I was made captain
of KKR, I had been with the team for 6-7
years. That helped a lot because [ understood
the team culture and environment. Now, with
RR, I think Riyan knows the team's setup
better than me. And I think it was absolutely
the right decision by the management.""If
they had asked me, of course, I would've
happily accepted the captaincy. But what
matters most is what's right for the team. And
I think they made the correct call," said
Nitish.

Trying to fulfil the team's demands

Speaking about his low scores this season,
Nitish said that he didn't get a few chances in
game as the emphasis was on the left-right
combination. The 31-year-old said that his
aim is to fulfil the demands set forward by
the team."Things are very different on the
ground. Sometimes the match situation
demands something else. Often, a left-right
combination becomes very important in a
format like the IPL. In a couple of matches, I
didn't get much chance to bat."

Ajinkya Rahane blames
lack of clarity with
Angkrish for review

horror in PBKS vs KKR

New Delhi . KKR captain Ajinkya Rahane
blamed a lack of clarity in communication
with Angkrish Raghuvanshi for the review
horror during the loss to PBKS. Rahane and
Angkrish were in cruise control of the run
chase when Yuzvendra Chahal was able to
trap the KKR skipper in front of the stumps.
Instead of going for a review, Rahane
decieed to walk off and it proved to be the
turning point in the game. KKR went from 62
for2 to 95 all-outas PBKS defended 111 runs
to record a historic win on the night in
Mullanpur. Speaking at the post-match press
conference, Rahane said that he was thinking
about saving the review for later and the
communication with Angkrish wasn't clear
in the end.Yes, it happened. As a batter, |

thought maybe I should save the review for
later. You don’t want to waste a review early
and regret it later. Also, the communication
between me and the non-striker wasn’t very
clear. If someone clearly tells you the impact
mightbe outside or the ball might be missing,
then as a batter you’re more confident in
taking the review. But that clarity was
missing. Still, no complaints. Regardless of
the review, our batting performance was
poor, and that’s the reason we lost the
match," said Rahane.

'Weren't complacent'However, the KKR
captain said that his side's batting was poor in
the end and that was the reason why they lost
the game.Rahane said that his side wasn't
complacent in the loss against PBKS and it
was down to the fact that they didn't play well
in the end. The KKR skipper felt that his side
didn't show game awareness in the end.

"Not really. All the boys are confident and
experienced enough to handle situations. I
wouldn’t say we were complacent. We just
didn’t play well. That’s the honest truth. It
wasn’t about taking things lightly. We didn’t
show the game awareness needed for the
situation. When we lost those 3—4 wickets, it
was about taking your time, rotating strike,
and playing smart cricket. That was
missing," said Rahane.

Butler’s strong start, Warriors’ defence set

Golden State jumped to a 31-25 lead at the

Champions League: Barcelona, PSG into semis
after survwlng Villa, Dortmund comeback

«FC Barcelona and PSG
narrowly escaped Champions
League heartbreak as
Dortmund and Aston Villa
threatened major comebacks
in two dramatic second-leq
encounters. A Guirassy hat-
trick and a Villa fightback
made it close, but the giants
held on—just.

—

New Delhi. Champions League football at its
best came very close to causing quarter-final
nightmares for both FC Barcelona and Paris
Saint-Germain yet again, but Borussia
Dortmund and Aston Villa’s fire just fell
short. April 16 served up two end-to-end
thrillers, which saw both PSG and Barcelona
lose their second-leg clashes to Dortmund
and Aston Villa respectively, but narrowly

win on aggregate to secure their places in
the semi-finals.While the Champions
League quarter-finals are often known for
historic “remontada” or comeback specials,
both Dortmund and Villa came into
Wednesday’s ties chasing exactly that. A
Guirassy hat-trick in Dortmund’s 3-1 win
over Barcelona couldn’t secure a semi-final
spot, as an own goal saw the German side
lose on aggregate by 3-5.Meanwhile, PSG
also suffered a 3-2 loss to Aston Villa but

ultimately ended up winning on aggregate 5-
4,

Barcelona’s Guirassy Scare

Borussia Dortmund’s “remontada” looked
increasingly possible—and so did yet
another heartbreak for FC Barcelona—and it
was all because of Serhou Guirassy’s
brilliance. From the very beginning at Signal
Iduna Park, Guirassy became the Dortmund
danger man Barcelona simply couldn’t get a
hold of.

NBA Play-in tournament: Warriors defeat Grizzlies

in 121-116 thriller behind Curry, Butler

New Delhi. The Golden State Warriors edged

out the Memphis Grizzlies in a thriller 121-
116 victory in NBA Play-in tournament
showdown on Tuesday, April 15 at Chase
Center. Stephen Curry and Jimmy Butler 111
powered the Warriors to the win, combining
for 75 points as Golden State advanced to
face the Houston Rockets in the first round
ofthe NBA Playoffs.

the tone

end of the first quarter, thanks to a late 28-
29 run over the final 7:47. Jimmy Butler II
led the way with 10 points on perfect
shooting from beyond the arc, tying his
season-high for threes in a first quarter. The
Warriors also recorded five steals,
matching their best single-quarter mark of
the season.Memphis, meanwhile, struggled
early, shooting 38.1% from the field and
committing seven turnovers. Jaren Jackson
Jr. added eight points for the Grizzlies with
two three-pointers, while rookie Zach Edey
grabbed six rebounds.By halftime, the
Warriors extended their lead to 67-55.
Butler paced Golden State with 21 points,
tying his season-high last achieved against

Detroit on December 16, 2024. Curry added
15 points while shooting 50% from the field
and a perfect 9-for-9 from the free-throw
line.The Warriors shot 50% overall and 40%
from three. Despite a quiet offensive start,
Edey recorded a career-high nine rebounds

by halftime for the Grizzlies, who continued
to struggle with turnovers, committing 10 by
the break.

Grizzlies respond in third quarter despite

Morantinjury

Memphis responded in the third quarter with

renewed energy, outscoring the Warriors 36-
27 to close the gap to 94-91. The comeback
came even after Ja Morant appeared to
sprain his ankle at the 4:25 mark, landing on
Buddy Hield’s foot. Morant stayed down for

several minutes before heading to the bench
in visible pain but returned in the fourth
quarter, limping but determined.The
Grizzlies bench stepped up, with Post
shooting 3-of-4 from deep. Desmond Bane
matched Curry with 22 points by the end of
the third, shooting 3-of-4 from beyond
the arc.The Grizzlies tied the game
early in the fourth quarter after trailing
by 20, making it 94-94 with 11:29 left.
But Golden State responded down the
stretch. Jimmy Butler IIT delivered a
season-high 38 points, while Curry
finished with 37. Butler’s performance
surpassed Curry’s previous single-
game high of 28 points for the season.
Memphis kept pushing behind Bane’s 30
points and Edey’s 17 rebounds, despite
his early foul trouble and a tough first half
that drew criticism from NBA analyst
Charles Barkley."[Edey's] only got five
points... If you're gonna get abused on
defense, you better make up for it on the
offensive end," Barkley said during the
halftime broadcast.Key fouls, clutch free
throws seal win for WarriorsGolden State
capitalised on key fouls in the closing
minutes.

Moving Shreyas lyer from No.3 for Glenn
Maxwell Ricky Ponting has hilarious response

New Delhi . PBKS coach Ricky Pontinghad a
hilarious response to the suggestion to
move Shreyas Iyer from number three and
use Glenn Maxwell there. Shreyas has been
a revelation at No.3 for Punjab this season
and has scored 250 runs in 6 matches while
Maxwell has scored just 41 coming in the
middle order.The Australian has done well
in the IPL coming up the order and Robin
Uthappa suggested it to Ponting after the
win over KKR. The PBKS coach joked that
if he wanted to remain in the job, he
shouldn't be moving the captain around.
Ponting also said that the idea of the Punjab
batting order isn't about the numbers and it
is about injecting them into the game at the
right moment."Yeah, we've got a guy called
Shreyas Iyer at number 3. If [ want to stay in
my job, I'm probably not going to move the
captain. So as we all know, the captain sets

the batting order. He's pretty happy at
number 3 and he's been outstanding in the
tournament. So you know we're always
trying to find the right time in the game. It's
not about numbers that these guys bat. It's
about the right time that you can inject them
into the game. So we've got good flexibility
with our batting order. We've moved a few
guys around already this season. As things

go on, and we come up with a more settled
side, there probably won't be guys moving
around too much," said Ponting.

Why Stoinis missed KKR game

Ponting also commented on the decision to
drop Marcus Stoinis for the game and said
it was a tactical one to bring in Josh Inglis
into the side as he was better against spin
and they wanted to keep Marco Jansen and
Glenn Maxwell in the side for the matchups
with the ball."Yeah, a tough decision to
leave Stoinis out, you know, we wanted to
bring Inglis into the side. Inglis is a noted
player of spin that didn't probably look that
way tonight, but he is a very, very good
player of spin. His keeping is as good as
anyone's in the world as well, and we
wanted the matchups with the ball with
Marco.

Starting with a converted penalty in the 11th
minute, the Guinean striker made it 2-0
(and 4-2 on aggregate) just four minutes
into the second half, heading in a well-
placed corner. The assist provider behind
that goal, Ramy Bensebaini, later faced a
nightmare moment when a strike from
Fermin Lopez ricocheted off his shin and
into his own net.Despite Guirassy
completing his hat-trick with a sharp finish
in the 76th minute, Barcelona held on to
win 5-3 on aggregate and secure a semi-
final berth.

Donnarumma Carries PSG to Semis

In what could have been a far worse outing
for PSG, it was goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma’s heroics that pushed them
into the semi-fina stage despite a 3-2 loss to
Aston Villa.

After Achraf Hakimi’s 11th-minute goal and

Nuno Mendes' strike in the 27th gave PSG a

comfortable 5-1 aggregate lead, Villa's late

resurgence put the game in the balance.

Youri Tielemans scored in the 34th minute,

followed by second-half goals from John

McGinn and Ezri Konsa that set up a tense

finish.However, Donnarumma stepped up

with key saves to deny Villa multiple golden
chances to complete a sensational
comeback.

LA 2028 Olympics: South
California city of Pomona
to host cricket

New Delhi . The LA28 Organising Committee

has announced that the Fairgrounds in
Pomona, Southern California, will host
cricket at the Los Angeles 2028 (LA2S8)
Olympic Games.

Cricket will return to the Olympic Games from

July 14 to 30, marking its first appearance
since 1900. Back then, Great Britain faced
France in a two-day match."Cricket (T20), a
globally renowned sport that was added to the
2028 Olympic sport programme in 2023, will
make its Southern California debut at the
Fairgrounds in Pomona in a temporary,
purpose-built structure," the Games
organisers announced.Pomona is
approximately 50 kilometers east of Los
Angeles, and the Fairgrounds, formally
known as Fairplex, is a 500-acre site that has
hosted the Los Angeles County Fair since
1922.The International Cricket Council (ICC)
has welcomed the announcement.ICC
Chairman Jay Shah said in a release, "We
welcome the announcement of the venue for
cricket in Los Angeles 2028, as it is a
significant step towards the preparation for

our sport's return to the Olympics."" Although
cricket is already a hugely popular sport,
featuring it at the Olympics in the fast-paced,
exciting T20 format presents a fantastic
opportunity to expand its traditional
boundaries and attract new
audiences."Cricket was officially added to the
Los Angeles Olympics programme during the
IOC's 141st Session in Mumbai in October
2023. It joins five other new sports at LA28:
baseball/softball, flag football, lacrosse (six-
a-side), and squash.Six cricket teams will
compete in the men's and women's
competitions at the LA28 Olympic Games.

The sport has been allocated 90 athlete quotas,

allowing for six-team competitions in both the
men's and women's events, with each team
comprising 15 players. The qualification
criteria for these teams are yet to be finalised.

The T20 format, recognised by the ICC as a key

driver of the sport's global expansion, has
been featured in other multi-sport events in
recentyears.

PSG, Villa players hold back laughs as
Europa anthem played before CL clash

«Europa League anthem blunder

left players stifling pre-match
laughs

« Yourl Tielemans couldn’t hide

reaction as anthem error

played

« Villa scare PSG with late surge

despite awkward start

Birmingham With Aston Villa all set to take

on Paris Saint-Germain in their UEFA
Champions League quarter-final second leg
at home, a moment of confusion and some
light-hearted chuckles marked the pre-match

proceedings. In a surprising turn, the Europa
League anthem was mistakenly played
ahead of kickoff.The high-stakes clash at
Villa Park began with muffled laughter

N

during team assembly, as the Europa League
anthem echoed across the stadium instead of
the iconic Champions League choir. The
mix-up caused visible amusement among

However,

players from both sides, with Villa’s Youri
Tielemans notably struggling to hold back
his laughter. Ahead of what eventually turned
into a dramatic clash between PSG and
Aston Villa—where the hosts were eyeing a
comeback—the anthem confusion sparked a
buzz among the fans too. Supporters in the
stands could be seen reacting to the mistake
as the wrong anthem played over the sound
system.Despite the technical blunder, Villa’s
performance on the pitch was no joke. After
PSG’s Achraf Hakimi opened the scoring in
the 11th minute and Nuno Mendes followed
with a goal in the 27th to give the visitors a 5-
1 aggregate lead, Villa mounted a spirited
comeback. Tielemans kicked things off with
a goal in the 34th minute, followed by
second-half strikes from John McGinn and
Ezri Konsa that threw the game wide open.
PSG goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma came to the rescue with a
series of crucial saves, denying Villa a full
comeback and ensuring the Parisians
advanced to the semi-finals despite a 3-2
defeat on the night.
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Laughter Chefs 2 To

as she arrived on the sets of Laughter Chefs 2 in

Mumbai. While Aly Goni joined the show
recently, his ladylove Jasmin will also appear as a
guest, and will be seen supporting him. What’s
interesting is that Jasmin was dressed as Kajol from the
film ‘Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham’,
and it piqued fans’ excitement for the
upcoming episode.Jasmin Bhasin was
spotted by the paparazzi as she arrived
on the sets of Laughter Chefs season 2

I I \elevision actress Jasmin Bhasin made heads turn

was seen recreating Kajol’s look from
K3G, and donned a similar ethnic blue
suit which consisted of a short kurti,
Patiala salwar, and a matching dupatta.
Her hair was tied back in a long braid,
‘and she wore beautiful jhumkas, and
natching bangles. She asked the
yaparazzi to guess who she is dressed
15. When the paps correctly guessed
ajol, she playfully told them, “Aap
stte hain 5 crore! (You win Rs 5
ore)." Check out the video below!
ns went gaga over Jasmin Bhasin’s
‘look. One fan commented, “She literally slayyeddd,"
while another one wrote, “Wow Igta h ab dekhna
padega purne contestants aa rhe h." A third netizen
commented, “Kajol vibes."

‘Aly Goni, who was part of Laughter Chefs’ season 1,

recently returned for its second season. The makers are

Earlier, in a chat
with Siddharth
Kannan,
Sherlyn
Chopra
reflected on her battle with kidney failure. She shared, I had kidney
failure in 2021, and I thought I would die. Then I realised that | had
so much more work to do with Ekta ji (Ekta Kapoor) and that I had
to clinch some great works. I made the decision not to give up.
The doctor presented two options: either dialysis or a kidney
transplant. However, my family doesn’t love me enough to
donate a kidney. For dialysis, I would have had to go to the

hospital thrice a week, and I didn’t want that in my life."
In terms of work, Sherlyn Chopra was last seen in the third

Years After Kidney Failure,

| Sherl
Chop):'l&:

‘ Launches NGO For Underprivileged Patients

¥ eyond her professional endeavours. Sherlyn Chopra has embarked on a
Bjoumey to become a philanthropist. In a noble mission, she launched an

NGO Prakasham earlier this month. Her new venture aims at providing

support and care for underprivileged children who lack basic necessities like
education and healthcare. Furthermore, it also extends helping hands to
underprivileged kidney patients in the country, as the actress mentioned in her new
post on Instagram to share the good news.The post features a video of Sherlyn as
she talked about the reason behind launching her NGO. Recalling her battle with
kidney failure, the actress shared that she decided to take a step towards the
progress of underprivileged children during the tough phase of her life. Further, she
said that launching the organisation is nothing short of a dream come true.
Alongside the clip, Sherlyn wrote, **Prakasham foundation is a small step towards
helping and caring for
underprivileged children
& underprivileged .
kidney patients in our '
country. Huge thanks

to the team of
volunteers, doctors

and specialists
associated with
prakasham

season Paurashpur 2, released in 2024 on ALTT. The show,
set in a fictitious realm of Paurashpur, delves into themes
of authority, politics and intense emotions.
Its cast also includes Deepak Qazir, Mahi Kamla, Ananya
Samarth, Amit Pachori, Dinesh Kanwar Mehta, Aryan
Harnot, Priom Gujjar, Kaushiki Rathore and Shivangi
Roy.
Sherlyn Chopra began her career in Bollywood in the
early 2000s. The actress went on to feature in films
like Time Pass (2005), Dosti: Friends Forever
(2005) and Raqeeb (2007). She also participated
in several reality shows, including Bigg Boss
Season 3in 2009,

-

Jasmin Bhasin

' Recreates Kajol's K3G Look As She Joins

Support Aly Gon

bringing back several familiar faces from the first
season, leaving fans super-excited for the upcoming
episodes. Reem Shaikh and Nia Sharma also joined the
show. Meanwhile, Jasmin Bhasin will reportedly
appear as a guest on Laughter Chefs 2.

Apart from Jasmin, many other celebs were seen with

Bollywood-inspired looks as they arrived for Laughter
Chefs 2 shoot. While Vicky Jain dressed up as Kartik
Aaryan’s Rooh Baba from Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2, Rubina
Dilaik channelled Sridevi from Mr India. Nia Sharma
was seen as Deepika Padukone from Chennai Express,
while Reem recreated Kangana Ranaut’s character
from Queen.

Ibrahim Ali Khan Confesses He Was
'Obsessed' With Deepika Padukone As A
Kid: "My First Crush Ever’

Ali Khan, recently sat down with Filmfare for a

candid interview, where he opened up about his
childhood, growing up in a famous family, and his
relationship with his parents. When asked about the
moment he first realised his parents were
celebrities, Ibrahim shared a vivid memory from his
early years.He recalled being around seven or eight
years old when it first truly hit him. At the time, his
father, Saif Ali Khan, was shooting in the UK for
Imtiaz Ali’s Love Aaj Kal alongside Deepika
Padukone. That’s when young Ibrahim began to
understand the scale of his parents’ stardom — not
just as actors, but as public figures whose lives were
always under the spotlight. He said, “T don’t know. |
was quite young when I realised that they’re
famous. I remember I was like seven or eight years
old. My dad was shooting for Imtiaz Ali’s Love Aaj
Kal in the UK. What a movie!™

Ibrahim also let slip a sweet confession from that time
— he had a huge crush on Deepika Padukone! In
fact, she was his very first crush. He admitted that as
a young boy, he was completely obsessed with her
and would eagerly look for chances just to catch a
glimpse of her while she was shooting with his
father. He said, I was like, wow. Deepika
Padukone. That’s when I had my first crush ever. |
was 5o small and I was obsessed with her. I was like
want to see Deepika. And that’s when I realised my
dad is a big actor. Deepika Padukone is doing a
movie with him."

Ibrahim says his dad always made it clear that they're
famous. He added, *And my mom always made me
feel like she’s just a sweet, urban Punjabi mother.
My mother is a Punjabi mom. So I’'m actually quite
Punjabi also. Or maybe not. I don’t know. Whatever
I am. I’'m crazy. That’s because of her. She’s raised
two crazy people. Me and my sister, Sara Ali Khan.
She’s also quite crazy. It’s not like we pretend that
we're crazy. We're pretty crazy."

Shilpa Shetty’s Red Carpet-
Worthy Look Is A Masterclass
In Fusion Fashion

/

S aif Ali Khan and Amrita Singh’s son, Ibrahim

who never fails to inspire with her impressive

fitness and fashion choices. Recently, the
actress served up some serious style goals in an
Indo-western ensemble. She shared a video of
herself striking stunning poses on her Instagram
Stories.She donned a two-piece red-hued set that
included a tulle jacket with intricate cutdana hand
embroidery, a V-neckline, and full sleeves. The
jacket was paired with a satin organza draped skirt,
featuring a gorgeous pleated design. Shilpa
completed her look with statement jewellery,
including dangler earrings, bold rings, and peach-
hued heels that added a perfect finishing touch to
her glamorous appearance.

Coming to her makeup and hair, the star opted for
freshly blushed and highlighted cheeks and bold
red lipstick. Kohl-rimmed eyes with winged
eyeliner and mascara-laden lashes added an
oomph factor to her face. Finally, to seal the deal,
she opted for middle-parted wavy tresses that
perfectly cascaded down her shoulders.The 49-
year-old actress has already impressed her
millions of fans with her acting spree in multiple
films like Dhadkan, Life in a Metro, Baazigar,
Main Khiladi Tu Anari, Phir Milenge, Rishtey,
Azaad, and many others. She was last seen in the
2023-released movie Sukhee and the 2024-
released web series Indian Police Force. Next, she
will be seen in a Kannada film titled KD — The
Devil, in the role of Satyavathi Agnihotri. The
movie, scheduled forarelease in 2025, is currently
undergoing post-production.

Apart from her acting and fashion prowess, Shilpa
Shetty is also a successful entrepreneur and the
proud owner of the popular Mumbai-based
restaurant, Bastian. The upscale eatery has
become a celebrity hotspot over the years.

Recently, rapper Honey Singh paid a visit to Bastian
and appeared completely mesmerised by its
opulent interiors. The singer shared a short video
clip from inside the restaurant on his Instagram
Stories, expressing his admiration for the stunning
decorand overall vibe of the place.

Alongside the picture, he wrote that the restaurant
“feels like pyramids."

S hilpa Shetty is one of the B-town actresses
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