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Basmati beyond borders:
An Indo-Pak story

IN the Asian subcontinent long haunted by the
Partition, there are still boundless life forms that
resist division. Basmati rice, with its lingering
fragrance and centuries-old legacy, is one such
wonder. But even this gift of nature — a symbol of
shared culture and ecology — is now caught in a
territorial battle of sorts. The ongoing
Geographical Indication (GI) conflict between
India and Pakistan over Basmati is not simply
another trade dispute; it is a deeply disturbing one -
one that turns even the most sacred gifts of nature
and culture — seeds, rice, fragrance and memory
— into commodities and property rights caught in
legal tangles in the age of globalised commerce.

The conflict between India and Pakistan over the GI
tag for Basmati is not just a story of trading rice. It
is about how we treat the commons that connect us
— whether we see them as treasures to be shared or
trophies to be owned.Basmati grows in the
monsoon-soaked lands of the Indo-Gangetic
plains, Himalayan sub-terai zones and upper Indus
river basin. These ecosystems, along with
generations of farmers who never enquired about
ownership, quietly nurtured it to its current
splendour. In Lahore and Lucknow alike, the scent
of boiling Basmati evokes a common nostalgia —
one that speaks of centuries of culture and care,
none of which recognises political boundaries. To
claim it as belonging to one nation or one state is to
overlook the very soul of this grain.Geographical
indications are intellectual property rights (IPRs)
used to protect products intrinsically linked to
specific regions. In India, this is governed by the
GI of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act,
1999. GIs safeguard iconic products like
Darjeeling tea, Kanchipuram silk and Kashmir
saffron. For Basmati, the GI tag provides market
exclusivity and legal protection but it has also
fuelled an ownership battle in global markets.

In 2016, India secured a GI for Basmati through its
domestic law and applied for Protected GI status in
the European Union (EU) in 2018. Pakistan
opposed this in 2020, asserting that Basmati is
equally part of its cultural and agrarian heritage,
cultivated in Punjab and Sindh. It granted Basmati
GI recognition domestically in 2021,
strengthening its claim.Interestingly, in 2008, both
countries were close to submitting a joint
application to the EU, identifying 14 districts in
Pakistan and seven states in India as traditional
Basmati-growing regions. But the 2008 Mumbai
attacks derailed this rare attempt at cooperation.
Since then, rivalry has replaced dialogue.

The EU has urged both nations to negotiate. But as
free trade agreements loom, each side digs in.
Australia and New Zealand rejected India's
exclusive GI claim, noting that both nations grow
Basmati. Nepal also raised objections, citing its
own history of aromatic rice cultivation.
Meanwhile, legal battles continue, such as in
Australia, where India is appealing a ruling that
went against its exclusivity claim.Back home,
Madhya Pradesh has sought inclusion in India's GI
list, claiming 13 districts cultivate aromatic rice
akin to Basmati. India's GI Registry rejected this in
2020, stating the region lacked historical
cultivation and inclusion could weaken
international claims. The case remains unresolved
after being referred to the Madras High Court.

Pakistan, meanwhile, expanded its GI claim from 14
to 44 districts — some well beyond traditional
Basmati zones. This move for EU acceptance,
however, undermines the essence of GI protection:
geographical authenticity.At the heart of this battle
lies the TRIPS Agreement (Trade-Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights), a WTO mandate
requiring member countries to offer IPR
protection for plant varieties. This agreement
paved the way for seeds nurtured over generations
to be treated as property — owned, licensed and
litigated — raising concerns over farmer rights
and biodiversity.Now, enter UPOV — the
International Union for the Protection of New
Varieties of Plants. Of its versions, UPOV 1978
allows limited farmers' rights while the 1991
revision is more restrictive: it criminalises seed-
sharing and grants monopolistic control to
breeders, mostly corporations.

Power theft in Punjab has crossed alarming limits,

Deep tech needs deep investments

I’s a pity that India spends less than 1 per cent of its GDP on research & development

THE debate triggered by Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal’s remarks about the focus of Indian startups
has revolved around innovation and job creation. He
wants startups to work in deep tech areas like artificial
intelligence (Al), robotics, electric mobility and global
logistics. This is a reasonable expectation, given the
government’s thrust on the promotion of startups and the
opportunities that the vast consumer market of India
presents. However, it would be difficult for startups to
meet the expectation unless we address the underlying
reasons for the situation described by the minister.

Most Indian startups are good at the application and
adaptation of new technologies. Very few are engaged in
novel technology development or commercialisation or
scaling up of technologies and processes developed by
Indian entities. Technology development needs an
ecosystem of fundamental research, link-ups with
universities and a supply of requisite manpower. India did
well in technology services because it had an ample
supply of engineering manpower and this line of business
did not need fundamental research. The country has
performed reasonably well in life sciences with a good
research system, partnership with academia and trained
manpower. Indians working in outsourced R&D centres
of foreign companies are developing new products and
intellectual property for their parent companies. They can
do so because they are backed by investment and are
provided necessary tools.

Deep tech areas are driven by cutting-edge discoveries and
high-level innovation, which in turn, can come only
through deep and sustained investments in basic research
and upgrading of universities. It is unrealistic to expect
startups to come up with breakthrough innovations while
the country spends less than 1 per cent of its GDP on
research and development.

Quantum computing, for instance, has been one of the deep
tech areas in the spotlight in India for the past couple of
years. The government announced the National Quantum
Mission (of which quantum computing is a focus area)
with a funding of Rs 6,000 crore (about $735 million) up
to 2031. It may sound like a big amount, but it pales in
comparison with others — China has committed $15
billion of public investment for its quantum technology
initiatives.Publication of research papers is another
important attribute of fundamental research in any field.
The National Natural Science Foundation of China is
significantly ahead of its US counterpart in quantum
computing research publications. When it comes to
patents, IBM, Microsoft and Google as well as
specialised quantum companies like D-Wave and
Quantinuum hold a large number of quantum computing-

costing the Punjab State Power Corporation
Limited (PSPCL) over Rs 2,000 crore in 2024-25
— a staggering Rs 5.5 crore per day. Even more |
startling is that this haemorrhaging isn’t due to
system failures or natural calamities but
deliberate pilferage. Nearly 77 per cent of the
loss-making feeders are concentrated in the
border and west zones, including divisions like |
Patti, Bhikhiwind, Ajnala and Zira — many of
which are notorious for organised theft. From
underground kundi connections to meter-
tampering and disabling of pillar boxes, theft has
become a way of life in some areas, often under |
the protection or patronage of political and

religious entities. The irony is hard to ignore —

while people benefit from subsidised or even free
electricity up to 600 units, the urge to steal more
remains undiminished.But the crisis doesn’t end there.

related patents. These are the sources of the quantum
software stacks that other companies depend on. This
could result in ‘international dependency’ in future due to
possible export controls and restrictions, points out a new
report on quantum science and technology prepared by
the office of the Principal Scientific Advisor (PSA).

Deep tech is already being deployed to address problems in

fields ranging from energy to medicine. One example is
the combination of Al and high-performance computing
(HPC) to hunt for new battery materials. By deploying an
Al'model developed by Microsoft, scientists at the Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory of the US Department of
Energy could screen an amazing 32 million potential
candidate materials and find a novel material that could
slash lithium electrolyte requirement by almost 70 per
cent. The breakthrough work was led by material scientist
Vijay Murugesan, who did his PhD from Bharathiar
University in Tamil Nadu. This is a classic case of how
deep tech innovation can address a pressing problem
through industry and research institute partnerships. India
has had an HPC mission for several years and strong
material sciences groups, but we have yet to see such
collaboration and outcome.If the minister had cared to
look at the draft of the National Deep Tech Startup Policy,
prepared by the office of the PSA in 2023, he would have
got answers to the questions he posed at the recent startup
event. The policy, which still remains on paper, proposed

Plug the leak

PSPCL is plagued by severe staff shortages, with just
1,313 regular linemen for over 4,900 sanctioned posts.
In Ludhiana alone, half the posts for junior engineer lie
vacant. Field response is crippled, leading to long

How festivals have become stages for fear and control

We have now reached a stage where inter-faith expressions of solidarity and celebration within educational institutions provoke hatred and intimidation.

As spring swiftly turns into summer, it is worthwhile to
revisit the months gone by for the ideals they have
long represented: renewal and new beginnings.
World over, spring augurs hope and joy, and the most
explicit way to legitimise this spirit is by celebrating
festivals. Perhaps, more than any other country,
India presents a masterfully diverse vocabulary for
such celebration as the events honouring the season
are manifold and distinct in style and sensibility.
From Basant Panchami to Holi, Baisakhi to Ugadi,
Vishu to Eid-al-Fitr and more, the listis a long one.
Along with food, festivals define the core of
'Indianness'.And yet, for some time now, there is a
disturbing codicil that has come to sully this
marker, acting almost out of habit. This is an
aggregate of violence and vindictiveness,
condescension and control that is commonly
observable across the country, where power
manifests itself in the ugliest fashion. The festival
of Holi arguably presents us with the largest
number of negative examples, ranging from
inflicting mischief upon members from within the
Hindu community to those belonging to other
faiths. From until a few decades ago, when one didn't
think twice before participating in the joyous
madness of colour and water, to the current times,
when so many of us have become scared of even
stepping out during the season, the jubilant mood of
yore has become tarnished.

Women have been at the forefront of such suffering as
well as people from non-Hindu faiths. From using
stones to semen in water balloons to causing ruckus
outside mosques and Muslim homes, the frequency
of' malicious examples is increasing. Politicians have

found it easy to threaten their bodyguards to 'dance’,
lest the latter get suspended (like Deepak Kumar, a
constable-turned-bodyguard from Bihar, who was
bullied into the act by his boss, RID MLA Tej Pratap
Yadav).This year's Holi was fraught with added
anxiety as it shared the day with the second Friday of
Ramadan. To 'allay' communal tensions, the UP
Government was prompted to 'cover' 10 mosques

with tarpaulins, advising Muslims to stay in.

This took me to my Delhi University days, where,
instead of controlling the haywire behaviour of male
students during Holi, the onus of responsibility fell
on female hostellers, who were instructed by the
warden to lock themselves in their hostels.

tis also telling that we have now reached a stage where
inter-faith expressions of solidarity and celebration
within educational institutions (let alone general
society) provoke hatred and intimidation. A few
weeks ago, when the principal of a prestigious
convent school in Shimla suggested Eid celebrations

in customary clothes for nursery and primary class
students, numerous parents and Hindu nationalists
found it impossible to contain their anger over the
perceived 'hurt' and 'sacrilege', forcing the head to
withdraw the appeal. This is a country where we are
quick to sing praises of our 'inclusivity' when we see

a burqa-clad woman taking her son to a fancy-dress

competition dressed as a Krishna or Rama. The

opposite, however, is something we find hard to
digest or even appreciate.lt isn't only traditional
festivals that have become besmirched by spite.

The spirit of celebration spreads across other

forums, especially victory events in sports, when

the whole country finds instant justification to
indulge in Diwali-like festivities. Once again,
nasty expressions of power become visible, as
was observed in Mhow during India's recent ICC

Champions Trophy victory celebrations, where

stone-pelting and heated confrontations quickly

got the better of a rally march. And on the same

day, a man and his sister were harassed, chased

and threatened in Faridabad for not participating

in the celebrations, with the sister sustaining
injuries from fireworks and their car damaged from
physical attack.

Popular cinema has occasionally broached this
entanglement of power and celebration in subtle
ways. In Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra's 2009 film
Delhi-6, when low-caste trash collector Jalebi
(brilliantly played by Divya Dutta) visits an upper-
caste household to make her offerings during the
Navrarti aarti, she is stalled from doing so on account
of her 'impurity', that too by a house-help (clearly
belonging to a 'better' social strata than her). More

“an increase in gross expenditure on R&D to provide
renewed impetus to basic R&D, which would expand the
emerging science base for deep tech startups and the
critical base of trained scientific human resource.”

It also suggested amendments to existing research
assessment systems in academic institutes and research
labs to enable the translation of knowledge generated into
entrepreneurial ventures. This could be done by creating
technology commercialisation offices in research labs
and providing necessary guidelines. In addition, faculty
members need to be given incentives to let them
undertake entrepreneurial risks. This way, they can either
launch their own artups or transfer the technology to
existing ones.Besides enhanced R&D expenditure and
industry-academia collaboration, the deep tech
development depends on access to critical materials like
lithium and rare earth minerals — the global supplies of
which are controlled by China. Then there are strategic
materials like advanced composites, carbon and ceramic
materials that go into the sectors of defence, nuclear,
space, aerospace and electronics. Access to such
materials is also restricted. Amid the tariff war unleashed
by US President Donald Trump, deep tech development
will become more challenging for both startups and large
corporations in India. We need strong policy initiatives
backed by necessary public investments to boost the deep
tech innovation system.

outages, delays in rectification and rising public
resentment. The overreliance on underpaid,
overworked and protest-prone contractual
workers only adds to the chaos.

The regulatory commission has flagged this mess,
but that alone won’t suffice. What is needed is
political will. Targeted crackdowns on high-loss
feeders, incentives for honest usage, installation
of tamper-proof smart meters and a strong
recruitment drive are long overdue. There must
also be real deterrents. Identified power thieves
should not just be penalised but permanently
barred from availing themselves of free
electricity schemes. Only strict, transparent
punishment will shake off this culture of
impunity. PSPCL cannot continue to bleed,

especially given that Punjab’s debt burden is the

second highest in the country, with liabilities of Rs 3.78

lakh crore in March 2025.

recently, towards the end of the much-acclaimed
film Mrs (2025), directed by Arati Kadav, lead
protagonist Richa decides to cut off her relationship
with her married family during the birthday
celebration of her father-in-law. For, this event
marks the culmination of the series of harassments
and societal pressures she has been put through,
particularly through her confined position as an
unacknowledged cook for one and all.

One could find more examples where power-politics
connected with festivities forms the fulcrum of
countless rituals. For instance, in my maternal
homeland of Kangra Valley, the ongoing month of
'Chaitra’ is traditionally supposed to be inaugurated
only when members of the 'low-caste' community of
'Mangalmukhis' go from house to house, singing
songs of yore, invoking gods and legendary figures.
The scenes and sounds presented by them are
considered auspicious to behold and listen, but the
‘Mangalmukhis’ themselves are hardly allowed to
occupy a central position in the verandahs or
courtyards for their performance. For,
notwithstanding the 'holiness' of their pursuit, their
bodily presence has been kept at bay, often at a
corner or an edge of the house, from where they
'must’ articulate their role.Given the abandon and
allure they signify, festivals and celebrations often
go uncritiqued. But surely, there is space for
reflection, especially in times like these when
religious and communal fault lines are deepening.
Amidst the fervour and feasting, there has to be a
pause that makes us reconsider who is it that gets to
feel 'good' and 'validated', and who is it that faces the
brunt of the merriment-turned-misery.
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Duty imposed on steel,
aluminium on security
grounds, not safequard

measures: US to India in
WT0

NEW DELHI. The US has informed the global trade
body WTO that the decision to impose tariffs on
steel and aluminium, was based on national
security grounds and should not be considered as
safeguard measures, according to a
communication.The US shared this response with
the World Trade Organisation (WTO) after India
requested consultations under the WTO's
Safeguards Agreement on April 11 with
America.India has said that notwithstanding the
USA's characterisation of these measures as
security measures, they are in essence safeguard
measures. It has also stated that America has failed
to notify the WTO Committee on Safeguards under
a provision of the Agreement on Safeguards (AoS)
on taking a decision to apply safeguard measures.

"The US notes that the premise for India's request for
consultations under Article 12.3 of the Agreement
on Safeguards is that the tariffs are safeguard
measures... The (US) President imposed the tariffs
on steel and aluminum pursuant to Section 232,
under which the President determined that tariffs
are necessary to adjust imports of steel and
aluminum articles that threaten to impair the
national security of the US," America has said in a
communication, dated April 17, to the trade body.

The US also said that Section 232 is a national
security statute, and the tariffs are being kept in
place under the security exception allowed under a
provision of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) 1994.1t added that the tariffs were
not imposed under a provision of the Trade Act of
1974, which is the law under which the US imposes
safeguard measures."The United States is not
maintaining these actions pursuant to the
safeguards / emergency action provision... These
actions are not safeguard measures and, therefore,
there is no basis to conduct consultations under the
Agreement on Safeguards with respect to these
measures,” the US added."Accordingly, India's
request for consultations...has no basis in the
Agreement on Safeguards," it said adding
"nonetheless, we are open to discuss this or any
other issue with India."On March 8, 2018, the US
promulgated safeguard measures on certain steel
and aluminium articles by imposing 25 percent and
10 percent ad valorem tariffs respectively. It came
into effect from March 23,2018.

ISMA lowers sugar
production forecast for

2024-25 amid upheaval
caused by US tariff

NEW DELHI. The Indian Sugar Bio-Energy and
Manufacturers Association (ISMA) has significantly
reduced its final forecast for sugar production in the
sugar year 2024-25, compared to previous
projections.ISMA now estimates that total sugar
production will be 254.97 lakh metric tonnes (LMT),
which is a decrease of almost 10 LMT from last
month's projection. At the start of the sugar crushing
season, the industry body had initially predicted
around 280 LMT of sugar production. This higher
estimate led the government to permit exports of 10
LMT.This newspaper earlier reported that this year
sugar output would be reduced by over 60 LMT.

The earlier estimation of reduced production, along
with the government’s decision to allow sugar
exports, has caused some concerns among
policymakers. Additionally, the imposition of tariffs
by the United States has resulted in turmoil in the
global market and a crash in crude oil prices. This has
reduced demand in the ethanol blending market,
where sugar syrup is a key component.

Experts suggest that, given these recent developments,
the decreasing sugar market prices may render
Indian sugar uncompetitive in the international
market.Meanwhile, ISMA gave optimistic outlook
for the 2025-26 Sugar season due to positive forecast
of southwest monsoon by both Indian
Meteorological Department and private weather
agency Skymet.Favourable monsoon forecast would
encourage better sugarcane planting for the 2025-26
states like Maharashtra and Karnataka.“A favorable
agro-climatic environment, supporting a healthy
sugarcane crop and robust production potential for
the 2025-26 season. The crushing season is
anticipated to begin as per schedule in October 2025,
ensuring adequate supply position,” it said.

Index innovation redefining
the way Indians can invest:

TCS denies job bias against US employees,
calls allegations 'misleading'’: Report

NEW DELHI

employees,

WHAT ARE THE ALLEGATIONS?

The complaints have mostly come from
workers in the US who are over 40 and
not of non-South Asian ethnic
backgrounds. They believe TCS chose
them for layoffs during the tech industry
slowdown, while keeping younger
Indian workers on H-1B visas.These
former employees started filing
complaints in late 2023. The EEOC,

workplace

discrimination issues, is now reviewing

which handles

The US Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) is looking into complaints
made by American workers against Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS), India’s
largest IT company. The workers say
TCS unfairly targeted them for job cuts,
based on their race, age and national
origin, while protecting Indian
reported
Bloomberg.Meanwhile, TCS has denied
the claims, calling them “misleading”
and saying the company has always
followed fair hiring practices in the US.

federal law,
spokesperson, quoted the report.

practices in the US.
AWIDERISSUE?

US visa programmes.
PAST CASES

the claims. However, the EEOC has not
publicly confirmed the investigation, as

such cases are kept confidential under
said an EEOC

A similar case is being heard in the UK,
where three ex-TCS employees told an
employment tribunal that they were let
go in 2023 based on their age and
nationality. TCS has also denied those
claims.US Representative Seth
Moulton from Massachusetts wrote to
the EEOC in April 2024. He asked them
to consider launching an investigation,
saying the complaints suggest a pattern
of discrimination and possible misuse of

This isn’t the first time an Indian IT
company has faced such scrutiny. In

Technology Solutions

TCS has denied the claims, calling them
“misleading” and saying the company , ™
has always followed fair hiring
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New builder must stick to old GST rate for ongoing
housing projects, rules Maharashtra AAR
e

NEW DELHI. The Maharashtra

Authority for Advance Ruling
(AAR) has said that when a new
builder takes over an under-
construction housing project, they
must follow the same GST rate that
the previous builder (old promoter)
had chosen.Hearing an application
by Godrej Residency Private
Limited (GRPL), the Maharashtra
AAR has said that Godrej Residency
must continue levying Goods and
Services Tax (GST) at an effective
rate of 12% on all sales—including
new and existing buyers—in a
residential project it acquired from
Neelkamal Realtors Towers Pvt
Ltd.The ruling clarifies that GST
rates for real estate projects are tied to
the project itself, not the promoter,
preventing Godrej Residency from
switching to a lower 5% rate for new
customers.he dispute arose after
Godrej Residency acquired the
stalled “One Mahalaxmi” project in
Mumbeai’s Vikhroli area through a
December 2022 conveyance deed.
The original promoter, Neelkamal
Realtors, had opted in 2019 to pay
GST at 18% (12% effective rate after
one-third land value abatement) with

input tax credit (ITC). GRPL sought
to bifurcate rates—12% for existing
buyers and 5% (without ITC) for new
buyers—arguing the one-time GST
option was promoter-specific.

However, the Maharashtra AAR
emphasised that the 2019
notification’s one-time option is
irrevocable and project-centric.
Citing CBIC guidelines and a Kerala
AAR precedent, it ruled that ongoing
projects retain their GST
classification even if promoters
change. The authority noted the
project met all “ongoing” criteria -
commencement before 31 March
2019, partial bookings by that date,
and no completion certificate.

The decision bars GRPL from adopting
dual rates, ensuring ITC continuity

for all buyers. It also highlights
that unutilised ITC from
Neelkamal Realtors remains non-
transferable, requiring GRPL to
manage compliance under the
existing framework.

Prior to 1 April 2019, builders were
allowed to charge 12% GST on
under-construction flats with the
benefit of input tax credit (ITC).
However, a new GST provision

introduced on 1 April 2019, offered a
lower 5% GST rate for residential
flats but without ITC. For ongoing
projects, builders were given a one-
time option to either continue with
the 12% rate with ITC or switch to the
5% rate without ITC. In this case, the
previous builder had opted for the
12% GST rate with ITC.Sandeep
Sehgal, partner, Tax, AKM Global, a
tax and consulting firm states, says
the AAR ruling on one hand helps in
keeping the taxation consistent but at
the same time, this reduces the
flexibility for the new builder.
“Hence, anyone taking over an under-
construction project needs to factor in
this ambiguity, which should be
clarified for the benefit of the
industry,” he says.

Centre responds to start-up woes;
simplifies GST registration process

MUMBALI. After Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal’s recent criticism of
Indian start-ups for not innovating
enough and sticking to the grocery
delivery business, several
entrepreneurs and businesses had
countered this criticism by detailing
how difficult it is to do business in
India. One of the most common
angsts was the difficulty in getting a
GST registration done.The
government, it seems, has taken the
feedback positively and decided to
ease the process of obtaining GST
registration. In an instruction issued
to its officers, the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
has asked them to strictly adhere to

the prescribed list of documents
required in registration application
form.Requisite documents in
specific cases to be uploaded with
registration application form have
also been delineated in the
instructions, it said in a statement
issued to the media.“Officers have
been directed not to issue notices
based on presumptive grounds,
minor discrepancies, or for additional
documents that are not essential for
processing applications,” reads the
instruction issued by CBIC.Officers
have also been directed to seek
approval of the concerned
Deputy/Assistant Commissioner in
cases where documents apart from

the listed documents are required to
be sought.The Zonal Principal Chief
Commissioner/Chief
Commissioners have been advised to
devise mechanisms to closely
monitor and issue suitable trade
notices, wherever required. The
CBIC has assured that strict action
would be taken against the officers
deviating from these instructions.

According to Rajat Mohan, senior
partner in chartered accountancy
firm AMRG & Associates,
instruction issued by CBIC is a
much-needed reform that decisively
addresses the practical challenges
faced by genuine applicants in
obtaining GST registration.

2020, the EEOC found that another
major outsourcing firm, Cognizant
Corp.,
discriminated against non-Indian
workers in its US operation. A US jury
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later agreed, saying the company had
unfairly treated over 2,000 employees
between 2013 and 2022. However,
Cognizant denies the claims and plans to
appeal the decision.These issues have
brought more attention to how
outsourcing companies use US work

visa programmes like the H-1B and L-
1A. Some critics argue that these firms
take advantage of visa rules to favour
foreign workers, often at the cost of
hiring locals.Bloomberg reported in
February that TCS had widely used L-
1A visa, meant for managers, and
some former employees claimed it
was used to get around H-1B visa
rules. TCS has denied these claims.
The EEOC’s current chair, Andrea R.
Lucas, appointed by former President
Trump, has said that stopping
discrimination against American
workers is a priority.Some of the
complaints point to comments made
by TCS’s head of HR, Milind Lakkad,
who reportedly said that TCS was
open to hiring Indian professionals on
visas in the US who had been let go by
tech companies. Lakkad also said 70%
of TCS’s US staff were American, but
the company hoped to lower that figure
to 50% to make space for employees
from India.

Can you open two PPF
accounts Check details

NEW DELHI. The Public Provident Fund, or
PPF, is one of the most popular savings options
among Indians. Not only does it provide secure
returns but also tax benefits, thus making it a
wise decision for long-term goals such as
retirement or your child's future. But can you
have more than one PPF account? Let's know
about the same in this article.

ONE PERSON, ONEACCOUNT

According to government regulations, you can
have only a single PPF account in your own
name. Whether you go to various post offices or
banks, you can't open multiple PPF accounts in
your own name. If you do, the extra accounts will
be considered invalid.

Any money you put in the second account will be
returned, but you won’t get any interest on it.

CAN YOU OPEN PPF ACCOUNTS FOR

CHILDREN?

While you can’t open more than one account for
yourself, you can open a PPF account for your
minor child. In this case, you’ll be the guardian
of the account.But there’s a small rule to keep in
mind. The combined yearly deposit in both your
account and your child’s account cannot go
beyond Rs 1.5 lakh.For example, if you put Rs 1
lakh in your own PPF account in a year, you can
only deposit Rs 50,000 in your child’s PPF
account during that same year.

NOJOINTACCOUNTS

PPF accounts are strictly individual. That means
you can’t open a joint account with your spouse
or anyone else—not even with a minor. Even for
a child’s PPF account, there will be just one
name: the minor, with a guardian.

WHAT TO DO IF OPENED A SECOND
ACCOUNT BYMISTAKE?

If you’ve somehow ended up opening two PPF
accounts by accident, don’t panic—but do act
fast. Inform the bank, post office, or the Finance
Ministry as soon as possible. They’ll usually
close the second account, and give you back the
money you deposited. But remember—you
won’t earn any interest on that amount.

Gensol saga: How Jaggi brothers squandered

borrowed money, killed BluSmart

[CICI Pru expert

Kolkata. While the broad-based indices have captured
the attention of the average Indian investor for years,
the investment canvas is changing radically with the
emergency of new indices, which are enabling
investors to pick sectors and themes and sharp focus
their money in such sectors. Through curated stock
baskets these indices are helping Indian investors to
mature very fast and take calculated risks to enhance
their portfolio.Against this backdrop, chief marketing
and digital business officer of ICICI Prudential AMC
Abhijit Shah told News9live how investors can gain
from the index revolution in the market. “The index
choices are particularly empowering for retail
investors,” he remarked. Read on.Has the role of
indexes gone beyond the traditional role of market
barometer?

Ans: For decades, the Nifty 50 has been the trusted
market barometer for Indian investors—a dependable
gauge of economic sentiment and a symbolic pulse of
corporate India. But in today’s evolving investment
landscape, it’s no longer the only game in town. A
new generation of indices is emerging, each offering

NEW DELHI BluSmart was seen as one
of the few startups that actually kept its
promises, at least to its riders. A cab
always showed up. It was electric. It was
clean with a courteous driver. And it was
on time. For a while, it looked like the
poster child for India’s EV mobility
dream.But behind the smooth rides and
sleek PR, something was quietly breaking
down. And no, it wasn’t the battery.Sebi’s
(Securities and Exchange Board of India)
interim order exposed how the Jaggi
brothers may have taken investors for a
ride, not in an EV, but in a web of financial
mismanagement.Gensol Engineering, a
company they controlled, appears to have
bled BluSmart dry, eventually forcing it to
pull the plug on its operations.

Sebi, in its interim order released on April
15, pointed to several serious problems in
how Gensol was run. The findings
included misuse of borrowed money for
personal use, poor financial controls, and

angel funding from big names like Hero
MotoCorp, Jito Angel Network,
Micromax, and the office of actor
Deepika Padukone.Over the next few
years, BluSmart launched services like
hourly rentals and in-app wallets. In
2021, it tied up with Tata Motors and Jio-
BP to grow its EV fleet and charging
stations.

In 2022 and 2023, the company raised large
amounts of money. It received Rs 25
million in May 2022 and Rs 42 million in
May 2023. A large part of the 2023 round
came from its founders. Mayfield India, a
venture capital fund, exited around the
same time, selling its stake for Rs 32 crore
to CEO Jaggi.The startup kept
expanding, even launching operations in
Bengaluruin 2022. By September 2023, it
had 5,000 EVs and 3,900 charging
stations. It claimed to have crossed an

April, the company reported revenue of
Rs 390 crore for FY24, up from Rs 160
crore the previous year. In July, it raised
another Rs 200 crore.Things started to
change in March 2025 when reports said

their personal 'piggy bank'. There were no
proper financial controls in place, and the
promoters had diverted loan money to
themselves or related entities.

The loans, worth Rs 978 crore, were taken
from government organisations like
IREDA and PFC. These loans were
supposed to be used for buying EVs.
Instead, over Rs 200 crore was routed
through a car dealership and sent to
other companies linked to the
promoters. Some of the money was used
for luxury purchases, including flats in
DLF Camellias, where the price of a
single apartment starts at Rs 70 crore.

Sebi said these wrongdoings could lead to
major financial losses for shareholders.

Because of the fund misuse, even

Gensol’s proposed stock split was put on

hold.In response, Gensol said it had

received Sebi’s order and would follow

that Uber was in early talks to acquire
BluSmart. This was around the same time
that Gensol Engineering, the EV supplier
and leasing partner to BluSmart, began

targeted access to specific sectors, themes, and complete failure in following proper  annualrevenuerunrate of Rs400crore.In  facing money problems. the directions. It confirmed that the two
megatrends shaping the country’s economic business practices.Let’s look at how  January2024,itraised Rs 25 millionmore SEBIUNCOVERS MISUSE OF FUNDS  Jaggi brothers were no longer part of the
future.This surge in index innovation is redefining the BluSmart rose quickly and then came from a Swiss climate finance firm, AT GENSOL company’s management. Anmol Singh

way Indians can invest. What we are witnessing is the
evolution of market barometers, with a growing
family of indices that reflect not just broad-based
market movements, but the dynamic undercurrents of
atransforming economy.

On April 15, 2025, Sebi released a detailed
interim order showing what went wrong
at Gensol. The order said the promoters of
Gensol, including Anmol and Puneet
Singh Jaggi, had treated the company like

Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi stepped
down from their roles, and Arun Menon
resigned as Independent Director the next
day, sighting debt position of the
company.

ResponsAbility, to build EV charging
infrastructure.By February 2024,
BluSmart announced plans to use solar
energy from Tata Power for its 6,000
electric cabs. Just two months later, in

crashing down.BluSmart Mobility started
in January 2019 in Gurugram. It was
founded by Anmol Singh, Punit K Goyal,
and Puneet Singh Jaggi. The company got
off to a good start with Rs 3 million in
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JNUSU polls: ABVP disrupts election
process amid cracks in Left alliance

NEW DELHLI The Birsa Ambedkar Phule
Students” Association (BAPSA), the
student organisation which had secured a
central panel seat in the JNU students’
union last vear joined hands with two other
Leftist student bodies on the campus -- the
SFIand PSA -- on Thursday while the AISA
forged an alliance with the DSF.

Over 160 nominations for the four central
panel posts have been filed while 250
students have filed nominations for school
counselor positions across 16 schools.

According to the election committee, 48
nominations were received for the post of
president, 41 for vice president, 42 for
general secretary, and 34 for joint secretary.
In total, 165 candidates are in the fray for
the JNU students” union central panel.Soon
after the university election committee
released the final list of candidates, the

President,

Nittu Gautam for Vice-

specialised centres giving priority to
female

student organisations released their panels
as well.The Akhil Bharativa Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) has announces its

President, Kunal Rai for General Secretary,
and Vaibhav Meena as Joint Secretary
candidate.Further, the ABVP has also
announced its candidates for the 42

representatives. ABVP will
approach JNU students with issues such as
improving campus infrastructure, ensuring

candidates: naming Shika Swaraj for

Weekend rain, storm may bring
Delhi respite from heat

NEW DELHI. The capital continued to reel under hot
conditions on Thursday, with maximum temperatures
hovering above 40°C across most parts of the city.
Safdarjung recorded a high of 40.6°C, 3.8°C above
normal, while the minimum settled at 25.7°C, 4.1°C
higher than average.

No rainfall was recorded in past 24 hours, and humidity

ranged from 28% to 56%, intensifying daytime
discomfort.According to the Met office, the city is
likely to witness some relief on Friday as strong surface
winds, up to 30 kmph and gusting to 40 kmph, are
expected to bring marginal respite.

Temperatures are likely to range between 38°C and 40°C.

By Saturday, weather may become more unstable.IMD
predicts partly to generally cloudy skies, very light rain
or drizzle, and thunderstorms accompanied by gusty
winds reaching 50 kmph. This is expected to bring
down the mercury toa maximum of 36-38°C.

INU professor sacked over charges
of sexuvally harassing Japanese

embassy official

NEW DELHI. A senior faculty member of the
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) here has been
dismissed over charges of sexual harassment involving
a Japanese embassy official. The alleged incident took
place a few months ago during a university event,
according to JNU sources. University officials
confirmed that this was not an isolated case and several
complaints against the professor had been received in
the past.

“This administration is committed to a zero-tolerance
policy towards sexual predators, rent seekers and
corrupt staff,” JNU Vice-Chancellor Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit told PTT.

She said the dismissal reflects the university's firm stance
on campus safety and accountability. The decision was

taken by the university's Executive Council -- its
highest statutory body -- after a detailed internal
inquiry. The victim, who was working at the Japanese
embassy here, was allegedly molested by the faculty
member during a university event. She returned to
Japan and filed a formal complaint. The matter was
brought to the attention of the Indian Embassy through
diplomatic channels and subsequently referred to the
Ministry of External Affairs and the university.The
Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) found the
charges to be credible. The Executive Council then
recommended termination without any benefits.

Sources said the accused has the right to appeal before the
university's appellate committee or approach the court.

Meanwhile, another faculty member from the
Environmental Science Department was dismissed
over corruption charges in a research project. The case
has been referred to the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI).Two non-teaching staft members have also been
terminated following a fact-finding committee's report
on the research project.In other cases, faculty members
have faced penalties including withholding of
increments, censure, and mandatory sensitisation
training.

women safety, affordable and quality

Councillor posts across 16 schools and

education and creating a responsive

students’ union. a student leader
said.Meanwhile, many organisations could
not decide their list of candidates as the
withdrawal process could not be completed
on Thursday, due to the alleged
intervention of ABVP.

SFI president Sooraj Elamon said, “ABVP

disrupted the entire process. We were
contesting for the post of President but the
other organisations which were in alliance
with us could not decide their candidates.
We have been protesting and demanding
the administration to open the withdrawal
window and give us more time.”

The SFI-BAPSA-PSA alliance could not

release their candidates’ list for the central
panel. The AISA-DSF too condemned the
alleged violence by ABVP at the election
office during withdrawal of nominations.

“ABVP members stormed into the EC office,
broke glass panes, dismantled barricades,
and created a ruckus that disrupted the

functioning of the commission.” an AISA

leader said.

MCD says will clean 800 drains to
remove silt before monsoon season

The civic agency has targeted to clear nearly 800 drains measuring 531 kilometres’ length

NEW DELHI
smooth flow of rain water during the ﬁ'
monsoon season, Municipal i

Corporation of Delhi (MCD) has

claimed to intensify its measures to .ﬁ.

clean the drains. The civic agency has

coming under its |urlsd|ct|on.

Aiming to ensure ‘*a-....l-. =
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targeted to clear nearly 800 drains =

measuring 531 kilometres” length

MCD has targeted to remove nearly
2.14 lakh metric tonnes of silt from
all 12 zones. To execute the action
plan before June 15, MCD
Commissioner took a meeting of
concerned departments on Thursday.

In South zone, the MCD has aimed to
clean 71 drains with a total length of
45.95 kilometres, 65 drains with a total
length of 50.70 kilometres in Central
zone, 133 drains with a total length of
83.44 kilometres in West zone, 120

drains with a total length of 107.58

kilometres in Najafgarh zone, 115
drains with a total length of 65.22
kilometres in Shahdra North zone and
108 drains with a total length of 60.53
kilometres in Shahdra South zone.
Similarly, it will remove silt from 10
drains with a total length of 5.21
kilometres in City SP zone, 32 drains
with a total length of 23.39 kilometres

in Karol Bagh zone, 16 drains with a
total length of 6.94 kilometres
kilometers in Civil Lines zone, 39
drains with a total length of 24.01
kilometres in Keshavpuram zone, 50
drains with a total length of 28.97
kilometres in Rohini zone and 41
drains with a total length of 28.79
kilometres in Narela zone. The
Corporation has aimed to spend a
total of Rs 36 crore for desilting
works.

CM Rekha Gupta had, on March 17, said
that the government is working with
full seriousness to ensure residents do
not face waterlogging during the
monsoon. The CM had made the
statement after carrying out an
inspection of six major drains in the
city along with LG V K Saxena and
PWD Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh.

Delhi Metro trial runs continue between Majlis
Park and Jagatpur village under Phase-IV

NEW DELHI. Delhi Metro’s
construction work for the priority
corridors of Phase IV is making steady
progress. Overall, more than 70% civil
work has already been completed in the
three corridors.

Among these, about 4.6 kilometer long
stretch between Majlis Park and
Jagatpur Village is now almost
complete. Initial trial runs were
commenced on this section in late
December last year.This section,
comprising three additional stations —
Burari, Jharoda Majra and Jagatpur
Village will be opened after obtaining
all the mandatory statutory approvals
and certifications.

Phase [V’s first ever siretch from
Janakpuri West to Krishna Park
Extension was opened for passenger
services on January 5, this year. The
foundation stone for the construction
of the much-awaited Rithala — Kundli
Metro corridor of Phase IV was also
laid on the same day.In total, DMRC is
constructing about 112 kilometres of
new Metro lines as part of its Phase [V

expansion across the national capital.
In the last two months, DMRC has
achieved three significant tunnel
breakthroughs on the
Aerocity—Tughlakabad corridor.
Regarding delays in the project, DMRC
had earlier explained that despite
beginning Phase IV in December 2019,
the project faced significant delays
from 2020 to 2022 due to the COVID-
19 pandemic and challenges in

obtaining tree-cutting permissions.

The DMRC noted that substantial work
on the project has been ongoing for the
last one and a half to two years, aiming
for completion by 2026."DMRC aims
to significantly enhanc the public
transport infrastructure in the national
capital, making daily commuting more
conveneince and accessible for
millions of residents,” read the
statement.

According to a statement by Delhi Police,

Focus on own minorities: India
slams Bangladesh over Bengal
riots remark

New Delhi. India has strongly rejected remarks
by Bangladesh over the violence in West
Bengal due to the Waqf law, terming them
"disingenuous" and an attempt to divert
attention from the persecution of minorities in
Bangladesh.On Thursday, Bangladesh chief
adviser Muhammad Yunus's press secretary
called on Indian authorities to protect minority
Muslim communities affected by the violence
that broke out in Bengal's Murshidabad
district last week, killing three people and
injuring hundreds.

Rejecting Bangladesh's remarks, Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal asked Dhaka to focus on
protecting the rights of its own minorities
rather than making "unwarranted" comments.

"We reject the remarks made by the Bangladeshi
side with regard to the incidents in West
Bengal. This is a barely disguised and
disingenuous attempt to draw a parallel with
India's concerns over the ongoing persecution
of minoritiecs in Bangladesh where the
criminal perpetrators of such acts continue to
roam free," Jaiswal said.

"Instead of making unwarranted comments and
indulging in virtue signalling, Bangladesh
would do better to focus on protecting the
rights of its own minorities," the MEA
spokesperson further said.

MINORITIES TARGETED
BANGLADESH

The situation in Bangladesh has been volatile
since the ouster of former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina last year. There have been
multiple attacks on Hindus and minorities in
Bangladesh by radical Islamists. Around 200
temples have been vandalised and priests have
been arrested.

India has frequently raised concerns at various
diplomatic levels about the condition of
Hindus and other minorities in Bangladesh.

Teen stabbed to death in
Delhi, protesting locals
seek 'Yogi model' justice

IN

New Delhi. A 17-year-old boy was stabbed to death

late on Thursday in Delhi’s Seelampur area by
Muslim men allegedly due to an old enmity. Police
said the suspects were known to the victim and
from another community. A case of murder has
been registered, and CCTV footage is being
examined to identify the accused. They are also
trying to confirm whether the attackers are minors
or adults.The incident sparked unrest in the
locality with locals blocking a road as they
continued their protest over the murder of the teen,
even as police officials remained present at the
scene. Protesters have gathered on roads seeking
“justice through Yogi Adityanath model™ as they
say that the Hindu community is not safe in this
area,

Residents put up posters outside their homes reading

'Hindu exodus', and appealing for help from Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta. The posters also
carry messages like *Yogi ji, help us™ and “This
house is forsale.”

They have also put a poster saying bulldozer action

is needed in Seelampur. There is heavy
deployment of police and central forces in this
area as people have blocked the road demanding
carly arrest of the accused.Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta reacted to the news and assured “no
stone will be left unturned™ to deliver justice to the
family. The Chief Minister confirmed that she had
spoken to the Police Commissioner regarding the
murder and the names of the accused have come to
light. “The police are doing their job, and justice
will be delivered to the family. No stone will be
left unturned,” she assured, adding that the police
are actively investigating the case.

“A 17-
vear-old boy was stabbed in the Seelampur area.
The victim was taken to the hospital, where he
succumbed during treatment. A case has been
registered at PS Seelampur, and teams have been
deployed to identify and arrest the culprit,
Investigation is underway.”

Sukhvinder Sukhu defiant amid National
Herald ads row, BJP takes urrogunce dig

mSukhvmder Sukhu's statement
came on the heels of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
filing a chargesheet against
Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi in
connection with the alleged
National Herald money
laundering case.

NEW DELHI. Himachal Pradesh Chief

Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
recently reaffirmed the state
government's stance on its
advertisements to National Herald, a
newspaper linked to the Congress party,
amidst growing controversy. When
questioned by the media, Sukhu firmly
stated, "National Herald is our
newspaper, and we will continue giving
advertisements to it."BJP MP Anurag
Thakur attacked the chief minister for his
remarks and questioned whether any

Congress leader even read the
newspaper, further asking why taxpayver
money was being used instead of
personal funds.

“How can an elected chief minister allow

this?" Thakur asked. He also accused
the Congress leadership of repeated
wrongdoings, saying, "First theft, then
arrogance.”

He further alleged that shares were given

to Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in
the paper, calling it "the Congress model
of corruption".Thakur also questioned
the Himachal Pradesh government's
financial dealings, saying, "Since their
government came to power, crores of
rupees have been given to the National
Herald. Does the Himachal government
care about this paper? They should pay
from their own pockets instead of using
taxpayer money."

He demanded transparency from the

Congress, saying, "Which states are
Congress governments taking
advertisements from? This should be

made clear.

Even though Congress governments are

failing, they continue to fund this paper
with advertisements."

Sukhvinder Sukhu's statement came on the

heels of the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) filing a chargesheet against
Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi in connection with the
alleged National Herald money
laundering case.

The chargesheet has accused the Gandhis

of orchestrating a "criminal conspiracy"
to take control of assets worth Rs 2,000

crore belonging to Associated Journals
Ltd (AJL), the publisher of the National
Herald.According to the ED, the
Gandhis were involved in a scheme to
transfer 99 per cent of AJL's shares to a
private entity, Young Indian. for a mere
Rs 50 lakh.This acquisition allegedly
enabled the Gandhis to control the
properties of National Herald, leading to
claims of financial misconduct. Other
Congress figures, including Sam Pitroda
and Suman Dubey, have also been
named in the chargesheet as part of the
alleged conspiracy."Whenever we bring
up the issue of National Herald, it sends
shockwaves through the entire Congress
party ecosystem. It's no surprise that
they're rattled-they've once again been
caught red-handed in a scandal. If you
look at the history of the Congress party,
a pattern emerges, with several major
scams surfacing since Independence.
This is just another example of their
consistent corruption," Anurag Thakur
said.
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Bangladesh seeks Pak's
apology for 1971 atrocities
during 1st talks in 15 years

world. Bangladesh has demanded a formal public
apology for the "atrocities" committed by Pakistan
during the 1971 Liberation War and raised pending
financial claims during the first Foreign Office
Consultations (FOC) meeting in 15 years. The talks
come as Bangladesh, under interim chief
Muhammad Yunus, seeks to repair ties with Pakistan
that reached its lowest ebb during the Sheikh Hasina
regime. While foreign secretary Amna Baloch led the
Pakistani delegation, foreign secretary Md Jashim
Uddin represented Bangladesh.Bangladesh has also
sought $4.52 billion from Pakistan as part of its share
of pre-1971 assets. After the 1971 war, East Pakistan
split from West Pakistan to form an independent
Bangladesh."These issues need to be resolved to
establish a solid foundation for our bilateral
relations," Md Jashim Uddin told reporters.

Bangladesh and Pakistan are trying to rebuild their
strategic ties after one-and-a-half decades to remain
engaged on pending issues.When asked about
Pakistan's response during the discussions, the
foreign secretary said they assured Bangladesh of
their continued engagement. "They expressed their
interest in remaining engaged. Our objective was to
raise the key issues," he noted.

Indian-Origin Doctor
Convicted In Health Care
Fraud Conspiracies In US

New York.An Indian-descent doctor has been
convicted of participating in a $2.3 million
conspiracy to illegally distribute controlled
substances and of healthcare fraud, according to the
US Justice Department.Neil Anand, 48, was also
convicted of money laundering on Tuesday in a
federal court in Pennsylvania, the department said on
Wednesday.In the conspiracy to illegally distribute
drugs, he issued pre-signed medical prescriptions for
oxycodone that were used by interns to enable just
nine patients collect 20,850 tablets, it said.

Oxycodone is an opioid painkiller that can be highly
addictive and is one of the substances behind the drug
epidemic sweeping the US.Anand also issued
"medically unnecessary prescription medications" in
what prosecutors called "Goody Bags" through
pharmacies he owned if they wanted to get the
controlled drugs, and billed health insurance
companies and government insurance plans for the
unneeded medicines.The insurance companies and
plans paid $2.3 million for the medicines in the
"Goody Bags", the prosecutors said.

When Anand became aware of the investigation, he
transferred about $1.2 million to an account in his
father's name and for the benefit of his minor daughter,
to conceal the proceeds from the fraud, according to
the prosecutors.One of the government lawyers who
prosecuted him was Arun Bodapati, who works in the
Justice Department's Criminal Division's Fraud
Section.Anand is scheduled to be sentenced in
August.He was originally charged in 2019 with four
others, three of whom were described as medical
graduates of foreign universities without licence to
practice medicine in the US.On December 14, 2017,
an Indian-American doctor was arrested on 39
charges of unlawful distribution of prescription
opioids and healthcare fraud, officials said.

Harvard: University Of
Presidents, Tech Titans,
Trump Allies

Washington.The latest target of President Donald
Trump's ire, Harvard has long been viewed as among
the world's best universities, producing future
presidents, Nobel laureates, tech stars -- and Trump
allies.The famed seat of learning in Massachusetts is
"a JOKE, teaches Hate and Stupidity, and should no
longer receive Federal Funds," Trump wrote on his
Truth Social platform Wednesday, after it defied his
administration's lists of demands.

-Trump's world

Harvard University has long been considered by US
conservatives as being a left-wing bastion, but has
nevertheless educated some of Trump's closest allies.

They include his son-in-law Jared Kushner, who
reportedly gained admittance to the university
thanks to his family's fortune.Kushner was a top aide
throughout Trump's first term but -- like his wife
Ivanka -- has not returned this time around.Ivanka
Trump and her father both attended another Ivy
League institution, the University of
Pennsylvania.Stephen Miran, chairman of the White
House Council of Economic Advisers and an alleged
mastermind of Trump's current trade offensive, also
graduated from Harvard, as did Health Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.Conservative political pundit
Ben Shapiro, a staunch Trump supporter, graduated
from Harvard's law school.In Congress, according to
an AFP count, 15 Republican lawmakers have
Harvard on their CVs -- which is about a third of the
Democratic contingent.

-Tech geniuses and stars -

Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, who has courted
the president with frequent visits and notable
changes to corporate policies since his re-election,
famously dropped out of Harvard before graduating
-- as did Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates decades
earlier.Both tech giants were given honorary degrees
after their companies saw skyrocketing
success.Some powerful women in the American
tech sector also passed through Harvard, including
former YouTube chief Susan Wojcicki, who died in
mid-2024, and the former number two of Facebook
Sheryl Sandberg.

Harvard's alumni also includes several stars, including
actress Natalie Portman, novelist Margaret Atwood
and film director Terrence Malick.

- Presidents and Nobel laureates -

Top of the Academic Ranking of World Universities in
Shanghai for years, Harvard has churned out 162
Nobel laureates, of all kinds.
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Inside Cambridge's elite
that got Indian-origin

world. Tucked inside a sleek high-rise condo
complex in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in
the US, advertised for its "unrivalled city
views" and a stone's throw from Harvard
University — an elite brothel quietly
operated from a luxury apartment. At first
glance, the location suggested power and
prestige. Inside, it was another world:
curated lighting and lavish decor, catering
to a wealthy clientele that was carefully
screened before entry, according to a report
by The Wall Street Journal. On offer was a
"girlfriend experience".aClients weren't
walk-ins. The place worked like an
invitation-only organisation. They had to
apply to gain access, they submitted work
IDs, company badges, and personal
references — some even from other high-
end brothels. The price of each visit could
run up to $600 per hour. The brothel,
prosecutors say, was designed to serve
"rich and powerful men" who were into
medicine, biotech, law, business and

Donald Trump Continues Attacks On
Universities, Calls Harvard "A Disgrace”

politics.The operators rented luxury
apartments to use as brothels in Watertown
and Cambridge, Massachusetts, and
Tysons and Fairfax, Virginia, prosecutors
said, according to a report by the
Associated Press.In Massachusetts, the
fallout has been swift and public.

"They chose these locations because they
were trying to attract rich and powerful
men who wanted to buy sex," Leah Foley,
US attorney for the District of
Massachusetts told WSJ.The trial is now

popular as the Cambridge Brothel Hearings.

UNSEALED NAMES, EXCLUSIVE
'GIRLFRIEND EXPERIENCE'

Many fought to keep their names sealed,
citing reputational damage and
"embarrassing collateral consequences".
But the Massachusetts Court ruled the
proceedings should be public.Han Lee, the
42-year-old madam at the centre of it all,
was sentenced to four years in prison in
March after pleading guilty to conspiracy
to induce prostitution and money

laundering. A former sex worker herself,
Lee had built the operation with clockwork
precision — vetting clients for safety and to
avoid law enforcement, her attorney said.

She allowed women to refuse clients or
services and kept less than half of their
earnings. The court ordered her to forfeit
$5.5 million in profits.

One of the men caught in the scandal is
Gradiant's Indian-origin CEO, Anurag
Bajpayee.Bajpayee is the CEO of Gradiant,
a top wastewater treatment firm, and was
arrested during a prostitution sting in early

IMF

brothel scandal
(EQ trapped

2025. His name has now been made public
after he losta case seeking anonymity in the
case.Lucknow-born Bajpayee was a top-
notch student who graduated from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) and built Gradiant, a global
powerhouse, now valued at over $1 billion.
Gradiant has defended Bajpayee.

INVESTIGATORSSAY SURPRISED BY
BROTHEL'S EXCLUSIVITY

Former detectives told The Wall Street
Journal they were struck by the brothel’s
exclusivity, especially by how many highly
educated professionals were willing to
hand over sensitive personal information.

One of them, authorities allege, was 56-year-
old Jonathan Lanfear, CEO of HiberCell, a
biotech company developing cutting-edge
cancer therapies.Police told WSJ they
recovered a trove of Lanfear's personal
documents from the brothel’s phone,
including a photo of his Takeda
Pharmaceuticals work ID (where he was
previously employed), his driving licence,
credit card, and even a selfie.

Sees US-China Trade

Grievances, Welcomes

India Tariff Cuts

Berkeley.Hundreds of students, faculty
and community members on a
California campus booed on Thursday
as speakers accused the administration
of President Donald Trump of
undermining American universities, as
he questioned whether Harvard and
others deserve tax-exempt status.The
protest on the University of California's
Berkeley campus was among events
dubbed "Rally for the Right to Learn!"
planned across the country.  The
administration has rebuked American
universities over their handling of pro-
Palestinian student protests that roiled
campuses from Columbia in New York
to Berkeley last year, following the
2023 Hamas-led attack inside Israel
and the subsequent Israeli attacks on
Gaza.

Trump has called the protests anti-
American and antisemitic and accused
universities of peddling Marxism and
"radical left" ideology. On Thursday,
he called Harvard, an institution he
criticized repeatedly this week, "a
disgrace," and also criticized others.

Asked about reports the Internal Revenue
Service was planning to remove
Harvard's tax-exempt status, Trump
told reporters at the White House he did

not think a final ruling had been made,
and indicated other schools were under
scrutiny. Trump had said in a social
media post on Tuesday he was mulling
whether to seek to end Harvard's tax-
exempt status if it continued pushing
what he called "political, ideological,

and terrorist inspired/supporting
'Sickness?"""I'm not involved in it," he
said, saying the matter was being
handled by lawyers. "I read about it just
like you did, but tax-exempt status, I
mean, it's a privilege. It's really a
privilege, and it's been abused by a lot
more than Harvard.""When you take a
look whether it's Columbia, Harvard,
Princeton, I don't know what's going on,
but when you see how badly they've
acted and in other ways also. So we'll,

we'll be looking at it very strongly." At
Berkeley on Thursday, protesters
raised signs proclaiming "Education is
apublic good!" and "Hands off our free
speech!" Robert Reich, a public policy
professor, compared the responses of
Harvard and Columbia to demands
from the administration that they take
such steps as ending diversity, equity
and inclusion programs and putting
academic departments under outside
control.Harvard President Alan
Garber, in a letter on Monday,
rejected such demands as
unprecedented "assertions of power,
unmoored from the law" that violated
constitutional free speech and the
Civil Rights Act.Columbia had
earlier agreed to negotiations after the
Trump administration said last month
it had terminated grants and contracts
worth $400 million, mostly for medical
and other scientific research. After
reading the Harvard president's letter,
Columbia's interim President Claire
Shipman, said her university would
continue "good faith discussions" with
the administration, but "would reject
any agreement in which the
government dictates what we teach,
research, or who we hire.

Deadly US Strikes Hit Yemen Port Used
By Houthis, 20 Killed, 50 Injured

Sanaa, Yemen.The US military said it
had destroyed a key Yemeni fuel port
as it targets the country's Houthi rebels,
who said Friday that 20 people had
been killed in the strikes. The attack on
the Ras Issa fuel port aimed to cut offa
source of supplies and funds for the
Iran-backed Houthis, the US military
said. Washington has hammered the
Houthis with near-daily air strikes
since March 15 in a bid to end their
attacks on civilian shipping and
military vessels in the Red Sea and the
Gulf of Aden. The rebels began their
attacks in late 2023, claiming
solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza.

"US forces took action to eliminate this
source of fuel for the Iran-backed
Huthi terrorists and deprive them of
illegal revenue that has funded Huthi
efforts to terrorise the entire region for
over 10 years," the US Central
Command (CENTCOM) said in a
statement."The objective of these
strikes was to degrade the economic
source of power of the Huthis, who

continue to exploit and bring great pain
upon their fellow countrymen,"
CENTCOM said.Read: Stop Attacks
On US Ships Or Face "Real Pain":

Trump Warns Houthis, IranShips "have
continued to supply fuel via the port of
Ras Issa" despite Washington
designating the rebels a foreign
terrorist organisation earlier this year,
the military command added, without
specifying the source of the
fuel.Houthi health ministry spokesman
Anees Alasbahi said the preliminary
death count stood at 20, including five
paramedics. There were also "50
wounded workers and employees at the

Ras Issa oil port, following the
American aggression", he said on X.
"The death toll is likely to rise as body
parts are still being identified," he
added.
Fireball
In images broadcast early Friday by the
rebels' Al-Masira channel, which it
presented as the "first images of the
US aggression" against the port, a
fireball lit up the area around the
ships, while thick columns of smoke
rose above what appeared to be an
ongoing blaze."Civil defence rescue
teams and paramedics are making
every effort to search for and extract
victims and extinguish the fire," said
Alasbahi.The port lies along the west
coast of Yemen on Red Sea.Houthi
attacks have hampered shipping
through the Suez Canal -- a vital route
that normally carries about 12 percent
of world shipping traffic -- forcing
many companies into a costly detour
around the tip of southern Africa.

Washington.International Monetary Fund Managing
Director Kristalina Georgieva said on Thursday that the
U.S. and China both have trade grievances, but the
world's two largest economies needed to reduce
uncertainty and agree on a fairer, rules-based trading
system.Georgieva, speaking at an event in Washington
ahead of next week's IMF and World Bank spring
meetings, also welcomed India's decision to reduce
trade barriers and said that tariffs elsewhere could also
drop amid negotiations over President Donald Trump's
tariffs.Georgieva refrained from directly criticizing
Trump's tariff assault on its trading partners, noting that
an increase in tariffs and non-tariff trade barriers were
feeding negative perceptions of the multilatersl system.

"This feeling of unfairness in some places fits the
narrative, 'we play by the rules while others game the

m

system without penalty," Georgieva said. "Trade
imbalances steer trade tensions."She said that the U.S.
had grievances around China's intellectual property
practices and non-tariff barriers, while China is seeking
U.S. engagement that would put both economies on a
solid footing."We would like to see a reduction in
uncertainty, and it is hard to get there if the two largest
economies are still finding their footing and when,
obviously, from the perspective of the world economy,
it is important that the result of all this is a more, fairer,
rule-based system," Georgieva said.

The IMF chief said that India was uneasy with reducing
tariffs and trade barriers, but "India is now doing it."
She added that this would be helpful for the country's
growth prospects.She said it was possible that tariffs
and other trade barriers also could come down in the
European Union as well and could encourage more
bilateral and plurilateral trade agreements.

"Well, in injecting this moment, yes, it is bilateral
discussions, but I expect this to lead to some action
around reducing, eliminating barriers that could have
broader benefit for the world," Georgieva said.

US Unveils New Port Fees For Chinese-Linked Ships

«The United States unveiled
new port fees on Chinese
ships, to boost the domestic
shipbuilding industry and
curb China's dominance in the

sector.

—

Washington.The United States unveiled new
port fees on Chinese built and operated
ships Thursday, in a bid to boost the
domestic shipbuilding industry and curb
China's dominance in the sector. The move -
- which stems from a probe launched under
the prior administration -- comes as the
United States and China are locked in a
major trade war over President Donald
Trump's tariffs and could further rachet up
tensions."Ships and shipping are vital to
American economic security and the free
flow of commerce," US Trade

Representative Jamieson Greer said in a
statement announcing the new fees, most
of which will begin in mid-October.Under
the new rule, per tonnage or per
container fees will apply to each
Chinese-linked ship's US voyage, and
not at each port as some in the industry
had worried.The fee will be assessed
only up to five times per year, and can

be waived if the owner places an order
fora US built vessel.

Dominant after the Second World War,
the US shipbuilding industry has
gradually declined and now accounts
forjust 0.1 percent of global output.

The sector is now dominated by Asia,
with China building nearly half of all
ships launched, ahead of South Korea
and Japan.

The three Asian countries account for
more than 95 percent of civil
shipbuilding, according to UN figures.

There will be separate fees for Chinese
operated ships and Chinese built ships, and
both will gradually increase over
subsequent years.For Chinese built ships,

the fee starts at $18 per NT or $120 per
container -- meaning a ship with 15,000
containers could see a whopping fee of $1.8

million.US groups representing some thirty
industries had voiced their concerns in
March about the risks such fees could have
on the prices of imported products.

One business surveyed by the groups
expressed worry that proposed fees,

alongside tariffs on China and other

countries, as well as duties on steel and

aluminum imports, would put
"extraordinary pressure on US
retailers."

All non-US built car carrier vessels
will also be hit with a fee beginning
in 180 days.

Washington is also introducing new
fees for liquified natural gas (LNG)
carriers, though those do not take
effect for three years.A fact sheet
accompanying the announcement
said fees will not cover "Great Lakes
or Caribbean shipping, shipping to
and from US territories, or bulk
commodity exports on ships that
arrive in the United States empty."

In addition to the fees, Greer also
announced proposed tariffs on some
ship-to-shore cranes and on Chinese

cargo handling equipment."The Trump

administration's actions will begin to
reverse Chinese dominance, address

threats to the US supply chain, and send a

demand signal for US-built ships," Greer

said.
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Hockey great
Vandana Katariya
thanks PM Modi for
heartfelt letter on
her retirement

New Delhi Indian women's hockey legend
Vandana Katariya has thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi after receiving a
personal letter of appreciation following her
retirement from international hockey.

Taking to social media, Vandana said it was a
proud and emotional moment for her to be
recognised by the Prime Minister, adding
that his words of encouragement would
continue to inspire her for years to come.

On Thursday, PM Modi praised Vandana
Katariya for her outstanding career, saying
her talent, hard work, and leadership helped
take Indian women’s hockey to new heights.

Vandana, India's most experienced women's
hockey player, retired this month after a 15-
year career. The 32-year-old striker scored
158 goals in 320 matches and played a key
role in India's historic fourth-place finish at
the Tokyo Olympicsin 2021.

"As an exceptional player for the Indian
women's hockey team, your career has been

¥
S BEST KEPT SECT

-=

filled with achievements. Congratulations
on beginning a new chapter in life," PM
Modi wrote in the letter, which Vandana
shared on X (formerly Twitter)."You gave
countless moments of pride to the nation and
helped keep the Indian flag flying high on
many nternational platforms," he
added.Born in Roshnabad, Haridwar,

Vandana Katariya's journey is one of

strength and determination. Coming from a
humble background-her father was a
technician at BHEL-she overcame caste and
gender bias, health problems, and struggles
with depression to rise to the top in
hockey."Coming from a humble
background, your rise to becoming a
respected name in international hockey is a
story of hard work, commitment, and grit,"
PM Modi wrote.

IPL 2025: Rohit Sharma
redemption is not far
away. Here's why

New Delhi . When you saw Rohit Sharma bat

against Sunrisers Hyderabad on Thursday,
April 17, he didn't look like a player who was
struggling throughout the campaign so far. In
6 matches, Rohit has scored just 82 runs at an
average of 13.67 and a strike-rate of 143.85.
However, on Thursday, the Rohit that we saw
was his usual self. After a couple of deliveries
to geta feel of the pitch, which troubled a few

batters on the day. SRH's heavy artillery of

Travis Head, Abhishek Sharma, Ishan

Kishan, and Heinrich Klaasen were striking
nowhere close to their usual standards as the
track and the Mumbai bowlers kept them tied
down on the day.Rohit got a few deliveries
away with some solid defence before he

decided it was time to go for it. A lucky edge
saw a ball from Shami go for a six. But there

was no luck, but all class in the next

maximum as he pulled off a signature shot to
deposit the ball in the stands.The next one

New Delhi .

was off his arch-nemesis Pat Cummins and
the Wankhede crowd started to believe that a
Rohit special was on the cards. However,
almost in anti-climactic fashion, the MI
legend hit a ball sweetly but straight into the
hands of Travis Head.

The touch is certainly there as Rohit has shown
some signs of brilliance during his knock.
And it seems like the one thing to get him to
overdrive is a big score.Rohit's role in MI
makes him ditch big numbersWhen it comes
to Rohit, he is someone who always scores
big hundreds, regardless of the format. But
over the years, those daddy hundreds have
dried up. This is because Rohit has given
importance to the team and not to his own
record. The same thing can be seen in the [PL
as Rohit's role as the opener is not to be an
anchor but be the aggressor. Michael Clarke
explained it well after the SRH game as he
feels the role for Rohit is bigger than his
scores.Clarke feels that the aim is to set the
team up for the win, and in that attempt, he
fails to make those big scores.

Europa League: Manchester United in semis
after epic comeback vs Ly Spurs survive

«United survived Lyon’s scare
with chaotic extra-time

resurgence

«Maguire sealed redemption
arc with dramatic late winner

«Spurs edged past Frankfurt
despite nervy spells and
missed chances

—

New Delhi Premier League clubs continue to
leave their mark on Europe as Manchester
United and Tottenham Hotspur clinch
dramatic Europa League semi-final
berths.Manchester United ensured that their
last remaining hope of silverware this season
stayed alive—and in characteristically
dramatic fashion—as they booked a spot in
the Europa League semi-finals after winning
a comeback-laden battle against Olympique
Lyon 7-6 on aggregate on April 18.
Meanwhile, Tottenham Hotspur carved out a
narrow 2-1 aggregate win over Eintracht
Frankfurt, extending the Premier League’s
dominance in Europe.In what was a thriller
of a contest, the clash between United and

Lyon featured not one,
comebacks—each side exchanging control
in a game that constantly twisted and turned.
Ruben Amorim’s side displayed immense
attacking grit, but their defensive lapses
proved costly, almost capitulating even
against a 10-man Lyon.Lyon had already
started celebrating what looked like a
fairytale comeback after being 2-0 down,
then 3-2 up in extra-time. However, United
pulled off one of their signature fightbacks to
snatch the win with a final flurry, sealing the
tie 5-4 on the night and 7-6 on aggregate.
United win the battle of comebacks

.. ‘__. ‘_'..\-. gt o]
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but two Most fans would feel blessed to witness just

one dramatic turnaround in a high-stakes
European clash—but United vs Lyon
delivered two. The Red Devils began with
clear attacking intent, rewarded early as
Manuel Ugarte opened the scoring in the
10th minute after a delightful pass from
Noussair Mazraoui. Amorim’s men stayed
on the front foot and doubled the lead before
the break, with right-back Diogo Dalot
slotting in a long ball from Harry
Maguire.While the game seemed to be
heading calmly to a close, Lyon had other

How Will Jacks prepared to keep dangerous
Travishek quiet All rounder reveals

Mumbai Indians’ (MI) all
rounder Will Jacks revealed how he
managed to keep the dangerous opening
duo of Travis Head and Abhishek
Sharma quiet during the game against
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) on
Thursday, April 17. Jacks came on to
bowl right after the powerplay and
managed to keep both batters quiet as he
registered figures of 2/14 in three
overs.The off spinner gave away just
seven runs in his first over and later
dismissed Ishan Kishan (2 off 3) and Travis
Head (28 off 29) in the next two overs to
help MI tighten the grip over the game.
Following his remarkable bowling
performance against the two aggressive
openers, Jacks revealed that he had planned
to keep the ball outside of their arc by
bowling wide.“Yeah, we spoke about using
the whole wicket. Both the batsmen like

using the feet and hitting straight down the
ground, so I was always prepared to to use
the wide line. It doesn't matter if I bowl the
odd wide, happy to try and restrict them in
that way, and just bowl good lengths. I knew
there was going to be a bit of spin

assistance,” said Jacks in the post-match
press conference.Furthermore, he
mentioned how knew that they would come
hard at him being the sixth bowler and hence

used the wicket to his advantage to get
them out.“So as long as I wasn't floating
the ball up there and bowling aggressively,
and bowling hard spin, using the wicket,
that's what I was trying to do, looking to get
them out. Obviously off spinner against
two left-handers and always looking to to
take wickets and be aggressive. They're
always going to come after me as well,
obviously being the 6th bowler. So I knew
it was, it was game on and thankfully I
came out on the right side today,” he
added.Following his brilliant bowling spell,
Jacks also top scored for MI, scoring 36 (26)
and helped his team chase down the target of
163 in 18.1 overs. As a result, he was
deservedly adjudged Player of the Match in
his team’s win. Jacks will be eager to
continue his good form as Mumbai take on
arch-rivals Chennai Super Kings (CSK) on
Sunday, April 20.

Pat Cummins surprised by tricky Wankhede
surface after loss vs Mumbai Indians

«Mumbai Indians beat Sunrisers
Hyderabad by four wickets

«SRH scored 162/5 in their
allotted 20 overs hatting first

«MI chased down the target
in 18.1 overs as Will Jacks

top scored

New Delhi . Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH)
captain Pat Cummins revealed that he was
left surprised by the tricky surface at the
Wankhede Stadium following his team’s
four-wicket loss against Mumbai Indians
(MI). After being put in to bat first, SRH
could only score 162/5 in their allotted 20
overs as MI bowlers came well prepared to
counter their hard-hitting batting line up.

In reply, MI chased down the target in 18.1
overs with Will Jacks top scoring, playing

an innings of 36 (26). Mumbai used the
slowness of the surface to good effect as
their bowlers varied their pace remarkably
to catch SRH batting off guard. Following
their loss, Cummins shared his thoughts
about the surface and revealed that they

expected it to be fast and fluent like a usual
Wankhede surface.“It wasn't the easiest
wicket. Few runs short, we would have
liked a couple more with the bat. Tricky
wicket, when you come here you expect it to
be really fluent and fast, just wasn't that.

They bowled really well, shut down a lot of
our hitting areas. I thought we had all our
bases covered, with 160 you feel like you
are a little bit short. We gave it a good crack
with the ball,” said Cummins in the post-
match presentation.

Furthermore, the SRH skipper
mentioned his team’s
struggles away from home
and stated that they need to
start winning away if they are
to make it to the final.“We
thought we needed wickets,
we had plenty of death
bowling, we knew the impact
player would bowl 1-2 overs
that's why we went with
Rahul. You have got to play
well away from home to make
the final, unfortunately it
hasn't clicked so far this

season, we have a short break and we go
again. Every game we talk about assessing,
the boys did well to get through the
powerplay and there wasn't reckless hitting,
next game is at home and we know that
venue pretty well,” he added.

ideas. Corentin Tolisso pulled one back in
the 71st minute, and just seven minutes
later, capitalising on a defensive meltdown
involving United’s backline and keeper
Andr Onana, Nicolas Tagliafico restored
parity at Old Trafford.Extra-time brought
another twist as Ryan Cherki, Lyon’s
wonderboy, put the visitors ahead for the
first time. But what followed was pure
chaos and brilliance. United surged back
with a vengeance—Bruno Fernandes
converted a penalty, Kobbie Mainoo
finished off a crisp move with class, and
Harry Maguire, the unlikely redemption
hero, scored the winner in dramatic
fashion. United’s thrilling 5-4 win on the
night sends them into a semi-final date
with Athletic Club.

Spurs edge through thanks to Solanke
Tottenham took the more conservative route

but got the job done. A 43rd-minute penalty
from Dominic Solanke gave them a slender
1-0 win on the night and a 2-1 victory on
aggregate over Eintracht Frankfurt. Despite
their elimination, Frankfurt were arguably
the more threatening side. But missed
opportunities—most notably by Rasmus
Kristensen—came back to haunt the 2022
Europa League champions, who couldn't
break through the Spurs defence.

IPL 2025: Is this the
beginning of Andre Russell's

glorious run for KKR

New Delhi . Venky Mysore and Andre Russell

share a bond that goes far beyond the Indian
Premier League (IPL). Russell is a Knight
Rider through and through, having turned out
not just for Kolkata Knight Riders in the IPL,
but also for Abu Dhabi Knight Riders in the
ILT20, Trinbago Knight Riders in the CPL,
and Los Angeles Knight Riders in the MLC.
The Knight Riders franchise has shown
unwavering faith in him-and rightly so. With
9,042 runs and 471 wickets to his name,
Russell stands tall as one of the greatest T20
cricketers the game has ever seen.Back in
2020, Russell expressed his desire to wear the
KKR jersey until retirement. Venky Mysore,
CEO of the Knight Riders, reassured him that
he would remain a part of the Knight Riders
setup-not just in the IPL, but beyond. Over

more than a decade, Russell has rewarded that
trust, prompting KKR to retain him year after
year.Andre Russell struggles

For a batter who has maintained a strike rate of

around 170 over a l4-year career, Andre
Russell's 2025 IPL form has been a shadow of
his former self. His strike rate this season sits
atamodest 109.67, and an average of just 6.80
only adds to the gloom. On Tuesday, when the
Knight Riders took on the Punjab Kings at the
Maharaja Yadavindra Singh International
Cricket Stadium in Mullanpur, Russell had
both the time and the opportunity to turn
things around.It was a chance to rescue KKR
from the ignominy of conceding the record for
the lowest total ever defended in IPL history.
And foramoment, it looked like he just might.
A couple of clean sixes, including a 16-run
over off Yuzvendra Chahal in the 14th, had
fans hoping for one of Russell's trademark
rescue acts. But fate had other ideas.

Varun Chakravarthy reacts to Ml vs SRH no-
ball controversy: Should be dead ball

«Keeper's positioning error sparked
unusual no-ball in MI vs SRH clash

«Chakravarthy slamed rule for
unfairly penalising innocent
bowlers

«Klaasen's glove slip costed SRH
momentum and Cummins’ stunner

New Delhi . Kolkata Knight Riders’ spinner
Varun Chakravarthy has added fuel to the
growing debate surrounding a controversial
no-ball decision during the IPL 2025 clash
between Mumbai Indians and Sunrisers
Hyderabad on April 17. His remarks have
sparked a fresh line of thought among both

fans and former -cricketers.The drama
unfolded at the Wankhede Stadium on
Thursday when MI’s Ryan Rickelton was
ruled not out under unusual
circumstances—not because of an error by
the bowler, but due to a technical violation
by the wicketkeeper. While chasing a modest
target of 163, Rickelton—then batting on 21
off 18—was initially adjudged out in the
seventh over, courtesy of spinner Zeeshan
Ansari. However, the third umpire
intervened, overturning the decision and
recalling Rickelton from the boundary ropes.
The reason? SRH wicketkeeper Heinrich
Klaasen was found to have his gloves
marginally ahead of the stumps when the
delivery was made, triggering a rare no-ball
call based on a technicality. The moment not
only nullified a crucial breakthrough for
SRH but also overshadowed what had been a
brilliant catch by skipper Pat Cummins. With
MI still reeling from the dismissal of Rohit

Sharma, it could’ve been the turning point in
alow-scoring game.

Chakravarthy, however, did not agree with the

call. Expressing his views via a post on X,
the KKR spinner felt the ruling was
unnecessarily harsh on the bowler,
especially in cases where the violation is
minor and unintentional. According to him,
the law penalises the bowler for a mistake
not of his making, which in turn can shift the
momentum unfairly."If the keeper's gloves

come in front of the stumps, it should be a
dead ball and a warning to the keeper so that
he doesn't do that again !!! Not a no-ball and
a free hit!! What did the bowler do????
Thinking out loud!! What do u all think???"
Chakravarthy wrote on his post.

What does the law say?
As per Law 27.3 of the MCC code, a

wicketkeeper is required to remain entirely
behind the stumps at the striker’s end until
the ball either touches the bat or passes the
stumps.If the keeper moves out of position
too early—even by a fraction—it’s deemed a
breach of the law, and the umpire must
declare the delivery a no-ball.

Although Rickelton was dismissed in the

following over for 31 off 23 by Harshal
Patel, the earlier moment continued to stir
conversations. Many believe it cost SRH
both a key wicket and valuable momentum
in what was already a tight contest.
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. Nikita

s Dutta

Drops ‘Little Drab, Little
Fab’ Video From Jewel
Thief’s Trailer Luunchl
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ikita Dutta’s latest Instagram entry is “Little drab, little fab"

l Nand we are absolutely loving it. Currently eying the release of
Al her upcoming film Jewel Thief, the actress dropped a

compiled video on Instagram. The clip captured glimpses from the
film’s trailer launch while also showcasing Nikita's preparations
and makeup routine before the event. Excited for the trailer
launch, the actress is seen in a cheerful mood, laughing, engaging
and posing with her co-stars in the heartwarming moments.The
video opens with Nikita sharing her delight as she says, “l am so
excited, let’s go." She, then, gets her makeup and hair done, set
to make heads turn at the star-studded event in a sparkling
golden dress, exuding elegance and sophistication. We can also
see Jaideep Ahlawat and Kunal Kapoor lip-syncing to the song

Jadoo from the film as Nikita records them. The camaraderie

between the stars as they meet and greet each other, laughing
and spending time before the trailer launch is evident in the
video.

What follows next are some clips from the event wherein its
stars engaged with the audience.Jewel Thief stars Saif Ali
Khan, Jaideep Ahlawat and Kunal Kapoor besides Nikita
Dutta in lead roles. The heist drama is directed by Kookie

Gulati and Robbie Grewal. At the trailer launch of the film,

Nikita Dutta shared her happiness to play the ‘typical

Bollywood heroine’ with this film. She said, “I’ve been part of

Sid Anand’s world, which I feel is a huge thing because I mean,

I feel as an actor, especially as a female actress, I would say. I

don’tthink I've lived the classic Bollywood heroine tag, which,

thanks to you and Mamta, | have gotten this opportunity to play
the classic Bollywood heroine. And I'm not saying just because
you're going to see me dancing. It’s just overall to get the
heroine feeling. I think I've gotten that from this film. So that’s
my takeaway from being a part of Sid Anand’s world with this

film."Jewel Thief will start streaming on Netflix from April 25.

It is produced by Siddharth Anand and Mamta Anand under

their Marflix produc(ion.

Tamannaah Bhatia

To Star As Female Lead In Varun Dhawan, Arjun
Kapoor’s No Entry 27 Here’s What We Know

o Entry 2, one of the most highly anticipated
Nsequeis. has been grabbing headlines for a
very long time. Fans are super excited for the
romantic comedy film and now there is a report
coming in that Tamannaah Bhatia will be seen as
the female lead in the film. Aditi Rao Hydari is
also in talks, but there is no official
confirmation till now. No Entry 2 will
star Varun Dhawan, Diljit Dosanjh,
+».. and Arjun Kapoor in the lead
. roles.Peeping Moon has reported that
Tamannaah has officially signed the
project and is reportedly excited to
& explore the comedy genre. She will
be seen in a role similar in essence to
Bipasha Basu’s character from the
original, This also marks her second
major signing in quick succession,
following her role in Ranger opposite
Ajay Devgn, which she began shooting for
just last week. The portal also mentioned that
makers are in discussion with Aditi Rao Hydari for
key female lead.
“In February, Anees Bazmee shared a new series of
photos from Greece as he began preparation for the
madness. Taking to his Instagram handle, Anees Bazmee
- shared photos that feature Boney Kapoor. “Plotting new
adventures in Greece with the producer Boney Kapoor ji
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will begin in June 2025. He also expressed confidence in
the film and stated that it would be better than the original
movie.”It (shooting) will begin soon, probably sooner
than expected. We’ve decided on the release date also, it
would be October 26, 2025 — Diwali release. The
shooting will probably start in June or July. Hopefully, we
catch up with the target because again will have a lot of

post-production,” he told us.

“It is a film which has a lot of potential. In fact, people
who’ve heard the subject of No Entry 2 feel that it is better
than the earlier No Entry. It has all those elements.
Unfortunately, we cannot repeat the same star cast. |

and DOP Manu Anand ji! Prepping for the madness that’s
#NoEntry2.’In an exclusive interview with Newsl8
Showsha, Boney Kapoor has revealed why he could not
retain the original cast for No Entry 2, including his
brother Anil Kapoor. The film producer was asked for an
update on No Entry 2 when he revealed that the shooting

waited long enough, but everybody had their own reasons
and [ respect those reasons. So, it has been freshly
packaged now," Boney Kapoor told us.Meanwhile, it was
reported that Anil Kapoor is upset with his elder brother
and producer Boney Kapoor over No Entry sequel
casting.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu Said She Doesn't

Like Hrithik Roshan's Looks, Ranked Him
Below aga Chaitanya: 'Seven On Ten'

I I rithik Roshan is among the most handsome
actors in the Indian film industry, as per
many. Due to his stellar good looks and

chiselled physique, he is also called the *Greek
God’ of Bollywood. While many fans swoon over
his charm, Samantha Ruth Prabhu is unimpressed,
as per an old interview, which is going viral on
Reddit now.In an old conversation with Sakshi
TV, Samantha Ruth Prabhu was asked to rate the
looks of Indian actors. For Mahesh Babu, she said,
“Rate? Mahesh Babu? 10 on 10! I don’t even have
to think." For Hrithik Roshan, however, Samantha
said, *Hrithik, you know, everybody will kill me,
but I don’t like Hrithik’s looks too much. Okay,
likesevenon 10.”

While Samantha gave Naga Chaitanya arating of 10
on 10, for Ranbir Kapoor, she said, “Ranbir
Kapoor? Eight on 10." Samantha commented on
Shahid Kapoor and said, “Shahid Kapoor, before
Kaminey four on 10; after Kaminey nine on 10."

Meanwhile, on the work front, Samantha Ruth
Prabhu and Varun Dhawan’s Amazon Prime show,
Citadel: Honey Bunny, will not be renewed for a
second season. The second season of the Indian
spin-off of Priyanka Chopra and Richard
Madden’s show has been cancelled. The storyline
from the show will merge with Priyanka and
Richard’s show in the second season. Samantha is
currently shooting for Rakht Brahmand: The
Bloody Kingdom.

As for Hrithik Roshan, he is currently shooting for
the much-anticipated War 2 with Jr NTR and
Kiara Advani. The film is directed by Ayan
Mukerji and is expected to be released on August
14 this year, Hrithik Roshan will then focus on
Krrish 4 as the headliner and debut director.

Yuzvendra Chahal Gets Giant
Red Rose Bouquet From R
Mahvash, Deletes Photo After
Being Trolled?

uzvendra Chahal has caught everyone’s
attention again, thanks to the giant bouquet

of roses he posted on his Instagram. No
sooner did the cricketer post the Story than his
followers questioned if it was sent by RJ Mahvash,
his rumoured girlfriend. Amid this speculation,
Chahal has now deleted the Instagram
Story.Yuzvendra Chahal took to Instagram Stories
recently to share a selfie he had taken with a huge
bouquet of red roses. Fans left comments under the
photo and asked if it was sent by RJ Mahvash.
Several Reddit users even claimed that Chahal had
secretly tagged Mahvash in the Story. However,
we couldn’t verify the authenticity of these claims.

As the Reddit post went viral, more people flocked to

Chahal’s Instagram and noticed the photo. Angry
netizens even trolled Chahal in the comments
section of the Reddit post. As the rumour mill
continued to churn, Chahal deleted the Story
altogether. While Chahal didn’t reveal the sender’s
name or why he deleted the photo, the timing
suggests he received the flowers for his stellar
performance in the PBKS IPL match against KKR
earlier this week. Yuzvendra Chahal’s performance
in Mohali drew praise from many quarters, but it
was RJ Mahvash’s post-match tribute that caught
fans’ attention. Taking to Instagram Stories,
Mahvash shared a recent selfie with Chahal and
wrote, “What a talented man. Highest wicket-taker
forareason. Asambhav!"

Speculation surrounding Yuzvendra Chahal’s

personal life has grown louder in recent months,
particularly since his divorce from choreographer
Dhanashree Verma. RJ Mahvash, a popular radio
personality and content creator, has been
frequently spotted at IPL matches cheering for
Chahal and his team.

Talks ofa possible relationship between the cricketer

and Mahvash first started making waves in
December 2024, when Mahvash posted a group
photo from a Christmas party that included Chahal.
Soon after, he was seen with a mystery woman,
later identified by fans as Mahvash. More recently,
the two were photographed together at the
Champions’ Trophy match in Dubai, adding more
fuel to the dating buzz.Despite the mounting
rumours, both Chahal and Mahvash have chosen to
remain silent, neither confirming nor denying their
relationship. Still, their frequent appearances
together and supportive social media activity have
kept fans intrigued.




	PAGE 1
	PAGE 2
	PAGE 3
	PAGE 4
	PAGE 5
	PAGE 6
	PAGE 7
	PAGE 8
	PAGE 9
	PAGE 10
	PAGE 11
	PAGE 12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


