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New Wagf law reeks of
divisive agenda

irecently read a blog post by Shriya Handoo, an
advocate from the Kashmiri Pandit community. It
said, “The Waqf amendments aren’t about
transparency — they’re about tyranny”. I could
not agree more with that analysis. The whole
rigmarole built around the legislation that was
recently voted into law by Parliament was entirely
unnecessary. The entire Opposition decided to
participate in the debate and expose the ruling
party’s real intent. It was high time these parties
displayed unity and maturity.The real intent of the
party in power was revealed by our Prime Minister
himself when he addressed the ‘Rising Bharat
Summit’, organised by a media group, on April 8
in New Delhi. He alleged that the Congress’
politics of appeasement had led to the Partition,
even as he accused the party of tweaking the Waqf
law “to serve the interests of Muslim
fundamentalists and land-grabbers”.

The RSS has always claimed that Mahatma Gandhi
and Jawaharlal Nehru were responsible for the
Partition. What I did not know was that the Waqf
law was an instrument used for that purpose. Most
friends of mine were blissfully unaware of the
Wagfrole in the implementation of the two-nation
theory propounded by Muhammad Ali Jinnah. (A
caveat — [ don’t see any connection between the
Partition and the Waqflaw).

I knew that the 1995 Act (firstamended in 2013) was
being misused by unscrupulous operators
connected to the Waqf Board and scamsters on the
lookout for avenues to make a quick buck. Two
respectable Muslim sisters, friends of my elder
daughter, had complained once to me about some
Muslim residents of Mahim (Mumbai) eyeing
their property located along the Mahim beach,
near the place where the would-be land-grabbers
resided. The Waqf Board was mentioned. I had
conveyed these fears to the police in charge of that
area with a request to safeguard the legal rights of
two defenceless ladies. The sisters were running an
orphanage for destitute Muslim girls on the prime
property owned by a trust set up by their deceased
father. The girls were housed, fed, clothed and
cared for by the staff employed by the trust. Except
for the Gurkha watchman, the entire staff was
female. They needed the assurance of police
assistance in case of an emergency. And that was
why the sisters had approached me.

There are wicked elements in every community
waiting to pounce on the weak and the defenceless.
Greed is not confined to Muslims. Wherever
money flows, greedy individuals of that
community or belonging to the government
agency concerned plot and plan to dig their own
soiled hands into the pie. Surely, our Prime
Minister knows that. The machinations he is trying
to prevent in the Waqf administration are also
prevalent in other religion-based trusts.

Any independent but fair-minded observer will
conclude that the BJP has picked on the Waqf
boards as they are connected to the Muslim
minority. The principle of “Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas” that Modi glibly parrots at the drop of a hat
is soon forgotten when it comes to this minority, in
particular. Modi asserts that the amendments to the
Wagf Act are necessary in the interests of society,
including poor Muslims. These lofty sentiments
are neither shared, unfortunately, by those
entrusted with the implementation of the laws nor
by the Muslim masses that the PM says will be
benefited by his concern.Ever since the BJP-led
government was installed in 2014, the Muslim
community has felt that it is being targeted for
punishment, meted out unjustly. Lynching of cattle
traders who are mostly Muslims and accusations
of ‘love jihad’ against Muslim boys in love with
Hindu girls has become a regular feature over the
past decade. One of the first pieces of legislation
targeting them was the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA). The Act itself was supposed to
reassure Hindus, Sikhs, Christians and Parsis
migrating from Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan of acquiring Indian citizenship on
demand, a facility already enjoyed by them before
this BJP government arrived on the scene.
Thousands, nay lakhs, of Hindu refugees from
Pakistan and Bangladesh had already been granted
Indian citizenship and rehabilitated.

Understandably, both the EU and non-EU London,

Two separate frauds — BluSmart’s Rs 550-crore

Europe’s waning clout in Russia-Ukraine war

The moot point is that not a single non-warring European country will be able to take the rate of fatality which both Russia and Ukraine are facing.

Since February 2022, the longest and deadliest Europe-

origin post-World War-II Russia-Ukraine bloodshed has
been raging, ruining millions of lives, livelihoods and
economics. It has divided the world, especially the West,

more than ever before owing to the sensational reversal of

the traditional anti-Russia policy of sanction, boycott and
diplomatic isolation adopted by US President Donald
Trump. Trump's direct talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin to end the war, bypassing the 50-odd
nations of Europe (including the 27-nation European
Union) and Ukraine, have irked the West the most.

the trusted ally of Washington since the 1940s,
are unimpressed. The direct Trump-Putin link
sans Europe constitutes a snub to the old West and
has severely jolted its status and stature in world
polity. The West (Europe) has become irrelevant
in its own eyes, being cut to size by two non-
Europeans. The US as a geographical non-
Europe is understood, but why and how is the
pariah Russia non-Europe? It is because the Big
Four (London, Paris, Berlin, Rome) don't like
considering Russia a European state. To them,
Russia is "Eurasian" because its bigger portion
falls in Asia. Hence, racially, Russia is Slav and
does not come up to the standard of the victors of
heartland Europe. Russia is in the periphery, a
fringe element prying and trying to be gregarious
with the ‘gorgeous Anglo-Saxons’.In the eyes of
mainland Europe, Russia is lowly and an outcast.
Yet, that lowly and pariah Moscow suddenly
stands more close to Washington than the
‘sophisticated and upper crest of Anglo-Saxon
club’ members of the old imperialist powers. Europe's
war cannot be resolved without its participation in the
conference room, say London, Berlin and Paris. Hence, a
restless EU is hopping from summit to summit. London,
Brussels, Paris, Munich are busy hosting 30 to 50 nations,
whose conspicuous pretension revolves around ending
the 38-month-old war, which has already damaged the
economy, destabilised the established government and
created racial tension. The Grand Europe is on the wane
towards the ground as it gazes from the high table.

In the eyes of EU leaders, therefore, Europe has to be

revived, defended and taken care of solely with the gun;
and who else but the Germans to do the job? Post World
War II, the Germans were war-wary, dormant and sullen.
How profound is their transformation now? Wanting to be
in the forefront of the combined armed forces operating in
the war-ravaged Ukraine, Germany is toying with the idea
of providing the long-range Taurus missile to Kiev and

electric vehicle scam and the PACL real estate
scandal pegged at Rs 48,000 crore — have become
twin mirrors reflecting the deeper rot in the
country’s regulatory ecosystem. This week,
BluSmart suspended cab services in major cities
following SEBI’s crackdown on its promoter
Gensol Engineering. Users and investors were left |
stranded, their trust shattered. SEBI has barred the
key promoters from the securities market after
exposing a fraudulent diversion of funds.
Meanwhile, the Enforcement Directorate raided the
premises of AAP MLA Kulwant Singh in Mohali
and Congress leader Pratap Singh Khachariyawas
in Rajasthan in connection with the PACL scam—a
decades-old real estate racket that duped lakhs of
investors.Both scams expose similar fault lines: weak
oversight, inflated promises and delayed regulatory
action. BluSmart was shielded by its green-energy

deploying troops in states bordering Russia. This is a bad
omen. It can be construed to be a prelude to the repeat
provocation of history's murderous assault of Germany's
Hitler in 1941.The Ukraine-Russia conflict, without
doubt, has been a shadow proxy war between Russia and
the West, led by the USA. With the sudden American exit
from the NATO-EU team confronting Russia through
Ukraine, the burden of European defence has swung from
Washington to the EU's Warsaw, which is bent on the
continuation of fire, rather than ceasefire. The moot point,
nevertheless, is that in the midst of such a bellicose

European stand on the Russia-Ukraine war, not a single
non-warring European country will be able to take the rate
of fatality which both Russia and Ukraine are facing. Let
us peruse the figures of Military Balance 2025
(International Institute for Strategic Studies, London).
Will Germany be able to accept the death of 20,000 men
when its entire army today consists of 60,650 soldiers?
Incidentally, in 2005, its strength was 1,17,900 and it was
deployed in 13 overseas destinations. Today, it is reduced
to a few hundred soldiers in seven stations. Similarly, the
British PM appears to be vocal on doing a joint European
force tour of Ukraine as some sort of "peace-keeping"
duty inside Ukraine to deter future Moscow aggression.
Again, the reduced number of the Royal Army is too
conspicuous to be missed: froma2,77,560-strong army in
2005, it has come down to 78,800. Will the famed Royal
troops be able to replenish the loss of 30,000 soldiers the
way Moscow and Kiev have been coping for last 38

The deep rot

BluSmart, PACL scams expose regulatory cracks
vay,, B

sheen until it was too late. Red flags were allegedly
visible to insiders, yet the public and regulators failed
to act. The PACL benefited from alleged political
proximity that allowed a massive Ponzi scheme to

Nasha-Mukt Bharat: Lofty goals, lingering gaps

months?These are the numbers of the big two powers

only. France is an exception. Paris has traditionally been

different owing to its linguistic pride and it being
culturally different from the English-speaking London-

Washington’s special relationship. However, Europe also

has several tiny nations for which even the death of 2,000

soldiers each will be the end of their army. In 2005,

Estonia had 4,934 active soldiers, Latvia 1,817 and

Lithuania 11,510. The numbers thereof today stand at

1,300 combatants for Estonia, 1,500 for Latvia and

10,250 for Lithuania.

Post the 1991 USSR
breakup, Europe
drastically reduced its
combatants, neglected
defence factories and the
robust aviation industry
and lowered warship yard
production. The US-led
NATO and EU expanded
the economics and
extended the politico-
diplomatic geography
towards the Russian
underbelly through a fresh
induction of former
Moscow allies and satellite
states into NATO.

Consequently, Russia rightly
felt threatened and couldn't
wait for a possible breach
of its last frontier of
Ukraine falling into the lap

of NATO. War became inevitable and its disastrous

results are there for all to see.

Yet, the West hasn't learnt the lessons of history. War is

necessary for the revival of its arms industry and using
Ukraine as the sole frontline coffins, which cannot be
fought by the rest of Europe owing to the inevitable
colossal loss of manpower of the already diminishing
demography of white Christians.Be that as it may, one
thing is certain. Post the Russia-Ukraine war, the borders
and geography of the war zone are bound to undergo
monumental changes. There could emerge several
beneficiaries of the parcelled out Kiev land as both Russia
and the USA today are reportedly talking about the
"partition of Ukraine."

Will the EU stare and endure this happening? The scenario

is murky and hazy. The continuation of violence appears
more than a possibility.

flourish unchecked. The common thread between
the two scandals is the erosion of public faith. That
an EV startup, hailed as a clean mobility pioneer,
could be implicated in fund diversion is as troubling
as politicians being linked to a Rs 48,000-crore
investor fraud.These cases demand more than
piecemeal action.

A dual strategy is needed: tighten disclosures for
early-stage ventures and enhance scrutiny of firms
receiving public or institutional funds. Regulators
like SEBI and ED need better coordination, speed
and sharper enforcement powers. Political parties
must stop shielding bad actors, whether
entrepreneurs or elected representatives. India's
push for climate tech and investor-driven growth
cannot rest on compromised ethics. Whether it's

refunding BluSmart wallet users or recovering PACL
assets, restoring public confidence must be the top

priority.

It is important to restrict access of even alcohol to the younger people as its use leads to the intake of other substances.

Drug abuse is a serious public health problem in the
country, particularly in some states, including
Punjab. This subject has been a matter of serious
concern and political discussion in Punjab for many
years. The most vulnerable group is the young
generation. Punjab, which was a transit state
initially, is now a consumer state. Easy access,
unemployment, absence of political will and vested
interests of some for easy money are possibly the
main factors responsible for the growth of this
menace. There is also a conspiracy to spread drug
abuse from across the border, virtually drug
terrorism.Dependence on any intoxicant not only
affects the individual's health but also disrupts the
whole family. As such, it is a very serious
psychosocial and medical problem.The solution to
drug abuse control includes the reduction of both
supply and demand. Of course, it also involves
special care and support for the victim addicts.
Supply and demand reduction constitutes a two-
pronged action for handling this social disease. The
reduction of supply depends on the efforts of the law
enforcement and investigating authorities, whereas
demand reduction involves primary preventive
efforts and social integration.Recent efforts of the
state to handle the supply arm are praiseworthy.
Earlier also, half-hearted efforts have been done, but
exposure of the possible link between the drug mafia
and the law enforcement authorities has only shown
cosmetic results. Hopefully, this time the efforts will
be pursued seriously, including in cooperation with
the adjoining states till the desired results are
achieved.To reduce the demand, dedicated efforts
based on local social set-up and culture are needed.

Various studies show that the age of 16-21 years is
quite sensitive and vulnerable insofar as developing

the habit of consuming alcohol/drugs is concerned.
This age group spends most of the time in high
school/college or at home.The departments of
education and health as well as local social set-ups
can, thus, play an important role in reducing the
demand for drugs. Education and awareness about
drug abuse at the school and college levels should be
prioritised. Along with health professionals,
teachers of social science, physical education and
psychology can be tasked with this responsibility.
The promotion of health and social well-being
among individuals includes a wide variety of
appropriate interventions, education and awareness
about the ill effects of drug abuse. Emphasis must be
laid on the benefits of following a healthy lifestyle,
including diet and regular sports, in this preventive
programme.Another important aspect of demand
reduction is restricting access to these substances. It

is important to restrict access of even alcohol to the
younger people as its use leads to the intake of other
substances. The law does not permit people below
the age of 21 to buy or drink alcohol. Unfortunately,
these restrictions are not followed strictly by the
law authorities.If the drug costs more, there are
fewer drug users and he demand is low for illegal
drugs. However, low availability of one drug may
result in the abuse of other available substances.
Thus, efforts are needed to reduce access to all such
substances, including alcohol. The alcohol business
has become an attractive revenue-earning mode in
most states. The governments do not realise the
serious ill effects of alcohol on health and its
economy. Revenue generation from alcohol
business is counterproductive. It is, thus, important
to strictly follow the rules for alcohol use in
youngsters. Liquor shops must be kept at a fair
distance from educational institutes.An dedicated
group of experts at the state level may help in
planning, supervising and monitoring the drug
demand reduction programme. The recent padyatra
undertaken by the Governor of Punjab to make
people aware of the menace of this is commendable
and would help in spreading awareness in the
community. Earlier, a cycle rally was held at Sangrur
under the command of the Chief Minister and
Finance Minister of Punjab.In Haryana, the Chief
Minister is undertaking cycle rallies to create
awareness about drug abuse. Such efforts create an
awareness impact and encourage the active
involvement of the society. The community
involvement, both in cities and villages, should be a
major agenda.Unemployment is another factor

which forces the young people to drug addiction.
Skill-based courses, which can ensure employment
options to the young generation, must be started in
colleges. The skilled workers should be supported
and guided in gaining employment not only at the
state leel but also across the country and abroad.The
National Drug Demand Reduction Programme
(DDRP) includes information, awareness
campaigns, education and early intervention in
victims. The Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment has been implementing the central
scheme for the prevention of alcoholism and drug
abuse.The first national survey on the extent and
pattern of substance use in India was released in
February 2019. As per the report, alcohol is the most
commonly used psychoactive substance.

The Social Welfare Ministry has formulated the
National Action Plan for Drug Demand Reduction
(NAPDDR-2018-2025).The Nasha-Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan aims to educate, inform and communicate
valid and accurate information about drug abuse
among the masses, with a special focus on youth and
women. The programme was launched by the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment on
August 15,2020. But we have yet to see its results on
the ground level. The drug demand reduction
programme depends on political will and
community cooperation. The victims and their
families also need a humane approach. The
therapeutic efforts need to be evidence-based to
avoid quackery.The efforts of the Punjab
Government and the adjoining states must continue
with commitment and seriousness. The communities
must unite, irrespective of political linkage.
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Now You Can Name Up To 4
Nominees In Your Bank
Account: Here’s What
Changes

New Delhi. Bank accounts now have more flexibility
when it comes to managing their finances. As a
recent change in the law, now you can appoint up to
four nominees for your bank account instead of just
one. This update follows the passing of the Banking
Laws (Amendment) Bill in the Rajya Sabha and is
expected to help reduce unclaimed deposits while
making it easier to plan and manage financial
assets.Earlier, bank account holders were allowed to
name just one nominee to receive their funds after
their passing. Now, with the updated rule, you can
appoint up to four nominees. This gives you more
control over how your money is distributed.The
amendment also introduces two ways to set
nominations—simultaneous (all nominees share the
funds together) and successive (funds go to the next
nominee if the first isn’t available)—making the
process of fund transfer more flexible and clear.

Simultaneous vs Successive Nominations: What’s the
Difference?Here’s a simple breakdown of the two
nomination options now available for bank account
holders:

Simultaneous Nomination

- You can assign specific percentages of your account
balance to multiple nominees.- The funds will be
distributed exactly as per your chosen split.

Example: If your account has Rs 10 lakh and you
nominate three people with a 40:30:30 split, the
distribution will be Rs 4 lakh, Rs 3 lakh, and Rs 3
lakh respectively.

Successive Nomination

- This sets a priority order for fund transfer.- If the first
nominee is unavailable (e.g., has passed away), the
next one in line receives the funds.Example: If A is
the first nominee but can't receive the funds, they go
to B. If B is also unavailable, they go to C.This
ensures your money always reaches someone you
trust, even if the first nominee is unable to claim it.

Bank Locker Nomination: What’s Changed?

The updated amendment also covers bank lockers by
introducing a change in the nomination process.
Unlike deposit accounts, which allow both
simultaneous and successive nominations, only
successive nominations are allowed for lockers. This
means that if the primary nominee is unavailable, the
next person in line will receive access to the locker.

Banks’ net income likely to
decline 4% on margin
pressure due to rate cuts

New Delhi. Banks are in for a bad quarter in March
both in terms of net income and high pricing for
liabilities, say analysts.A preview of earnings of 19
listed banks is likely to show their net profit has
declined by 4% yea-on-year in March quarter,
mainly due to pressure on net interest margins (NIM)
as a result of rate cut by the Reserve Bank, as per
analysts. The profit decline is led by private sector
lenders and not public sector lenders, the traditional
laggards. Additionally, analysts expect a contraction
in the NIM to the tune of 5-8 bps for the March
quarter.

They expect NIM to remain under pressure in
Q1FY26. As per Elara Capital, the first six months of
FY26 may be characterised by strained liquidity,
softer loan growth, pressure on NIM, and sustained
vulnerability in Micro finance institutions (MFIs)
and unsecured segments. There are more pain areas
for banks as loan growth is expected to further
slowdown amid low demand in certain secured
products, stress in unsecured segment, and a high
credit to deposit ratio system-wide. The only silver-
line is that banks are set to gain from softening of
bond yields, boosting their treasury income, they
say.As per analysts, private banks are set to see their
net income declining by 5.3%, while state-owned
banks may see it much lower at2.5%.

The net interest income has been impacted due to
moderation in credit disbursements and some policy
transmission by way of lowering the prices of
existing loans after the repo rate cut in the February
review. However, treasury gains from softening
yields may partly compensate for subdued net
interest income in Q45, said Karan Gupta, a director
and head of financial institutions at India Ratings.

Crude oil import up by 4.2%
to 242 MT in FY25

New Delhi. The country’s crude oil imports rose by
4.2%t0 242.4 million tonne (MT) in FY25, according
to the government data. The data also showed that
India’s crude oil import dependency increased
slightly from 88.6% in March 2024 to 89.1% in
March 2025.

In FY24, the country imported 232.7 MT, reflecting an
increase of 9.7 MT. The import bill of crude and
petroleum products increased from $156.3 billion in
FY241t0$161 billionin FY25

Gas imports saw an increase of 15.4% in the financial
year ending March 2025, with total imports reaching
36,699 million standard cubic meters (MMSCM),
compared to the previous year. In contrast, domestic
gas production during the same period declined by
0.9%, falling to 36,113 MMSCM. The data also
highlights a continued fall in domestic crude oil
production. The total crude production dropped from
294MTinFY24t028.7MTinFY25.

Additionally, India’s crude oil basket witnessed a
steady decline in average prices, falling from $84.49
per barrel in March 2024 to $77.33 in February 2025,
and further down to $72.47 in March 2025. The drop
of over $12 per barrel within a year indicates that
India is paying significantly less for imported oil,
providing some reliefto the national import bill.

The consumption also increased by 2.1% to 239.2 MT
in FY25, compared to 234.3 MT in FY 24. High-
speed diesel (HSD) consumption grew by 2.0%,
Motor Spirit (MS or petrol) consumption showed a
more substantial increase of 7.5%, and LPG
consumption rose by 5.6%.n terms of export,
petroleum, oil, and lubricants (POL) products grew
by 3.3% in FY25 compared to the previous year. The
key drivers behind this growth in POL exports were
increased shipments of several key products,
including motor spirit (MS), commonly known as
gasoline, petcoke/CBFS (Coke Breeze Fines Slurry),
and fuel oil.

NEW DELHI. Ford Motor Co.

Is copper the next gold Anil Agarwal
of Vedanta thinks so: Here’s why

Kolkata. If you are attracted by gold, be

prepared for the a different gold in
future. Anil Agarwal, chairman of
Vedanta believes that copper is the next
gold and has stated it on social media,
holding out a lot of promise for Indian
entrepreneurs.Vedanta is a significant
player in the global copper market. Led
by Anil Agarwal, it enjoys a 36% market
share in India. The company is set to
expand internationally, rolling out a $2
billion copper processing unit which
will cater to the rising global demand for
the metal. The tailwinds to the copper
industry is led by the aggressive shift to
renewable energy and electric vehicles.
With the acquisition of Konkola Copper
Mines, a copper mining and smelting
company in Zambia, Vedanta has turned
into a fully integrated copper
producer.Incidentally, copper price
projections for 2025 are mixed. Some
analysts have predicted record highs
driven by robust demand from the shift
to renewable energy and electric

Super metal of the future
However,

vehicles, while some apprehend
downward pressure from US
tariff turmoil and other factors.

the Vedanta boss
recently underscored copper’s
growing strategic value and
termed it as the “next gold” in a
world intent on transitioning to
electric vehicles and clean,
green energy. “Copper is the
next gold,” Agarwal wrote and
mentioned how Barrick Gold,
which is a gold producing
company based in Canada and
one of the largest in the world is
dropping the world gold from its
name and marking an emphasis
on copper mining. “Copper is the new
super metal which is being heavily used
in every advanced technology, whether
EVs, renewable energy infrastructure,
Al or defence equipment,” Agarwal
said. “A great opportunity for young
entrepreneurs and investors. Let’s make

it a mission,” wrote Agarwal.One of the
significant recent developments that
suggest buoyancy in the copper sector is
the name change of Barrick Gold
Corporation. This Canada-
headquartered company has mining
operations and projects in numerous
countries such as Argentina, Canada,

Chile, Cote d’Ivoire, Congo,
Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, Mali,
Pakistan, Papua New
Guinea, Peru, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Tanzania, the US
and Zambia. The company
said this week that they are
dropping the world gold from
the name and turning itself
into Barrick Mining
Corporation to finetune its
business model and focus on
copper mining. Incidentally,
Barrick Mining Corporation
is the second largest gold
producer in the
world.Incidentally, one can
invest in copper commodity futures in
India through the Multi-Commodity
Exchange and one needs to open a
commodity trading account with a
broker. However, one should do so only
after consultation with a qualified
commodity investment expert.

Ford pauses shipments of SUVs, sports
cars and other models to China

has suspended exports of its
SUVs, pickup trucks, and
sports cars to China due to
retaliatory tariffs imposed amid
ongoing trade tensions under
former President Donald |
Trump, the Wall Street Journal
reported on Friday.This week,
the automaker halted
shipments of its F-150 Raptors,
Mustangs, Michigan-built
Bronco SUVs, and Kentucky-
made Lincoln Navigators to the
Chinese market, according to
reports.a"We have adjusted
exports from the U.S. to China in
light of the current tariffs," Ford said
in a statement.The export pause is
attributed to escalating tariffs, with
China targeting U.S. vehicle imports
inresponse to U.S. trade measures.

According to the WSJ, the China export

business represents a small but

profitable operation for Ford. The
automaker began shipping some of its
most-recognizable nameplates to the
country about a decade ago, in part to
burnish its brand image amongst
Chinese car buyers. The company
earned approximately USD 900
million in operating profit from its
China operations last year, Ford Vice

Chairman John Lawler said at
a recent conference.Ford's
exports of US-built engines
and transmissions to China
are expected to continue
despite the pause on exports
of assembled vehicles.Its
Lincoln Nautilus model,
which is manufactured in
China, is also expected to
have continued shipments,
despite heavy tariffs.

In 2024, Ford shipped about
5,500 Broncos, F-150s,
Mustangs, and Navigators to
China—a sharp decline from

the annual average of over 20,000
vehicles shipped over the past
decade. While the company has
halted exports of assembled vehicles,
shipments of US-built engines and
transmissions to China have
continued, according to sources
familiar with Ford's operations.

Indian Stock Markets Rally Over
.5% In Holiday-Shortened Week

New Delhi. Indian benchmark indices

wrapped up the week on a strong
recovery by surging over 4.5 per cent
-- driven by positive signals from
both domestic and global factors,
experts said on Saturday. The
benchmark indices opened with
significant gains and continued to
build momentum throughout the
week.As the week ended, both the
Nifty and Sensex closed near their
highs at 23,851.65 and 78,553.20,
respectively. “The Nifty index has

of months and has now reached the

higher end of this range. It has also

reclaimed important moving
averages -- the 100 and 200-day
EMAs,” said Ajit Mishra - SVP,
Research, Religare Broking
Limited.As the positive momentum
continues, there is potential for the
index to target the 24,250-24,600

S. Korea's Steel Exports To
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been trading within a range of P
21,700-23,800 for the past couple e r—

zone in the coming weeks,” he added.
Banking stocks were the standout
performers, rallying due to easing
retail inflation data and a favourable
monsoon forecast.This fuelled

optimism about potential rate cuts by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The
positive sentiment was further
boosted by optimism surrounding
deferrals of tariffs and exemptions
for select products, raising hopes that
trade tensions might ease in the
future. There were no major negative

surprises from global markets, which
also helped sustain the bullish
sentiment. These developments
helped to support the rally throughout
the week. “The decline in the
volatility index (India VIX) also
signals a reduction in market
uncertainty after a period of
recent volatility,” Mishra
mentioned.“Looking ahead, the
current recovery trend seems
likely to continue. A ‘buy on dips’
strategy is recommended as long
as the Nifty stays above the
23,000 mark,” he added.
According to Bajaj Broking
Research report, volatility is
expected to remain elevated amid
tariff-related development and the
progress of the Q4 earnings
season.“Dips if any in the coming
week should be used as buying
opportunity with key support placed
at23,200 levels,” the report said.

Infosys Layoffs 2025:
Narayana Murthy’s IT Firm
Sacks 240 More Trainees For
THIS Reason, Offers Them...

NEW DELHI. In yet another round of layoffs, IT
giant Infosys has fired 240 additional trainees
who failed to pass internal assessment tests,
according to company emails sent on April 18, as
per media reports. This follows a similar round
of layoffs in February, when the company let go
of over 300 trainees.In a move to soften the
impact of the layoffs, the IT firm has partnered
with NIIT and UpGrad to offer free upskilling
programs aimed at supporting impacted trainees,
including those laid off in February. According
to the company's email, these programs are
intended to help individuals 'prepare for
potential opportunities in the BPM industry' or
further 'sharpen their IT skills." The company
made this decision after the trainees were unable
to meet the qualifying standards of its ‘Generic
Foundation Training Program’. Despite extra
preparation time, doubt-clearing sessions, mock
assessments, and three attempts, the trainees
were failed to clear the company’s internal
assessment despite the multiple chances.
Recently, the company posted a 11.7 per cent

YoY decline in its net profit to Rs 7,033 crore for
the fourth quarter ended March 2025 quarter (Q4
FY25)onApril 17.

Besides training, IT Giant Infosys is also
extending financial support. Impacted trainees
will receive one month’s salary, accommodation,
and a travel allowance from the company’s
Mysore training facility to either Bengaluru or
their hometowns.

US Shrink

19% In March On Trump Tarlffs
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Washington's duty-free
quotas for steel imports from
South Korea and other
countries have also heen

abolished.

New Delhi. South Korea's exports of steel

products to the United States declined
nearly 19 percent from a year earlier in
March, data showed on Friday, a
possible outcome of heavy tariffs
imposed by the Donald Trump
administration on all steel imports
starting last month. Outbound
shipments of steel products to the U.S.
came to US$340 million in March,
down 18.9 percent from the same month
last year, according to the data compiled
by the Korea International Trade
Association (KITA), reports Yonhap
news agency.The decrease came as the
Trump administration began imposing
25 percent tariffs on all steel imports on
March 12 (U.S. time) as part of its
broader tariff scheme aimed at reducing
America's trade deficits and bolstering

local manufacturing. Washington's duty-
free quotas for steel imports from South
Korea and other countries have also
been abolished. Industry watchers said it
is difficult to assess the impact of U.S.
tariffs on Seoul's steel exports as
transactions are usually made months
ahead, but that there may still have been
some influence.Korean steelmakers
have been devising response measures

to the U.S. tariffs, with some companies
planning to increase their production in
the U.S. Hyundai Steel Co. plans to
invest $5.8 billion to construct an
electric arc furnace-based steel mill in [y the first quarter, South Korea's

Louisiana by 2029, its first overseas
production fa0111ty South Korean
exports will likely come under the
substantive influence of U.S. tariffs
starting in the second quarter, the trade

minister said, pledging "swift"
support measures for affected
industries."Local industries are
feeling a growing sense of unease
as unprecedented uncertainties
persist," Trade Minister Cheong
In-kyo said in a meeting with
export-related officials, noting the
impact of tariffs imposed by the
Donald Trump administration is
anticipated to materialize in the
second quarter.

Cheong said the government will
work together with related
authorities to closely monitor
export conditions in each region
and "swiftly" devise measures to
ease challenges faced by local
exporters.The government has
announced plans to inject trillions
of won in financial support to help

exporters weather the effects of

Washington's hefty tariffs on key items,

including steel, aluminum and

automobiles.

outbound shipments decreased 2.1
percent from a year earlier to US$159.8
billion on the weak performance of the
auto and machinery sectors, according
to government data.
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Systematic persecution: India slams
Bangladesh over Hindu leader's Killing

India on Saturda
reacted strongly to

New Delhi. India on Saturday reacted
strongly to the abduction and
killing of a Hindu leader in

the abduction and

Bangladesh, calling upon the
Muhammad Yunus-led interim

killing of a Hindu

government to "live up to ifs

leader in
Bangladesh,

calling upon the

responsibility of protecting all
minorities, including Hindus."

“We have noted with distress the
abduction and brutal killing of Shri

Muhammad

Yunus-led interim

Bhabesh Chandra Roy, a Hindu
minority leader in Bangladesh,"
Ministry of External Affairs official

government to

spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said
in a statement. "This killing follows

'live up to its

responsibility of

a pattern of systematic persecution
of Hindu minorities under the

protecting all
minorities,

including Hindus.'

interim government even as the
perpetrators of previous such
events roam with impunity,"
Jaiswal further said.
Reiterating India's earlier stance on

—

minorities, Jaiswal added, "We

condemn this incident and once
again remind the interim
government to live up to its
responsibility of protecting all
minorities, including Hindus,
without inventing excuses or
making distinctions."

Last year, following the arrest of

Hindu monk Chinmoy Krishna Das

7 SAVE
\Bangladesh!

at Dhaka airport, India repeatedly
reminded Bangladesh of its duty to
protect the rights of minorities.
Even Jaiswal urged the Yunus
administration to protect
minorities, while stating that the
reported acts of violence against
minorities can't be dismissed as
"media exaggeration."According to

local media reports on Friday, the
body of 58-year-old Bhabesh
Chandra Roy was recovered on
Thursday night after he was
allegedly kidnapped from his house
in north Bangladesh.

Roy's wife told The Daily Star that he
had received a call around 4:30 pm,
allegedly made by the accused to
find out if he was present at that
time.She further claimed that her
husband was forcefully taken from
their premises half an hour later and
taken to Narabari village, where he
was allegedly beaten up.

When Roy was sent back to his home
in an unconscious state, the
neighbours rushed him to a nearby
hospital, where he was declared
dead.

According to local reports, the police
are yet to locate the suspects in
connection to Roy's brutal murder.

MCD attaches property of school
in Karol Bagh for non-payment
of tax

NEW DELHI. Taking a stern action for non-payment of
property tax, the Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) has taken action against Satbhrawan Arya Girls
Senior Secondary School, located on Padam Singh
Road in Karol Bagh.The civic agency stated that the
property was attached under Section 156A of the DMC
Act in response to the school’s persistent default since
the financial year 2004-05.Despite multiple
opportunities and repeated notices issued under
Sections 175, 123D, 153, 154(1), 156, and 446 of the
DMC Act, the school management failed to clear its
dues.The department had even received a written
commitment from the school to make a part payment of
Rs 7.5 lakh, which was never honored. To date, not a
single rupee has been paid against the outstanding
demand, the civic agency said.

As part of the enforcement action, MCD officials have
sealed the Chairman’s office, Principal’s office, and
other administrative areas of the school premises, while
ensuring that classrooms remain unaffected to avoid
disruption of academic activities, it further said.“The
MCD reiterates its commitment to strict enforcement of
property tax regulations and urges all taxpayers to settle
their dues in a timely and accurate manner. Timely
payment of taxes is essential for the delivery of civic
services and infrastructure development across the
city,” a statement released on Friday said.

110 hospitals in Delhi asked to roll

out Ayushman Bharat scheme

NEW DELHI. Days after signing the Memorandum of
Association (MoU) with the Centre to roll out the
Ayushman Bharat scheme in the city, the Health
Department has directed more than 100 hospitals to
implement the same at the earliest, official sources
said.

Officials said contract letters have been sent to these
hospitals to enter into an agreement with the Delhi
government with a direction to sign them as soon as
possible.“The department has issued an advisory for
the implementation of the Ayushman Bharat Yojana in
110 hospitals. As part of the initiative, a copy of the
contract letter has been sent to these hospitals to enter
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into an agreement with the Delhi government,” an
official said.

Along with this, the guidelines for implementation have
also been shared with all the associated hospitals, the
official added.Officials said the hospitals have been
asked to sign the agreement as soon as possible so that
the beneficiaries of Ayushman Yojana do not face any
problems in availing healthcare services.

The BJP-led Delhi government inked an MoU with the
Centre on April 5 to implement the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) in
the city. With this, Delhi has become the 35th
state/Union Territory to implement the health
insurance scheme.

The Ayushman Bharat scheme provides free and cashless
treatment for 1.961 medical procedures across 27
specialties, covering the costs of medicines, diagnostic
services, hospitalisation, ICU care, surgeries and more.
Under the scheme, eligible families in Delhi will
receive annual health coverage of up to Rs 10 lakh—Rs
5 lakh from the Centre and an additional Rs 5 lakh as a
top-up from the Delhi government.

The BJP, which formed the government in Delhi in Feb
after more than 26 years, approved the implementation
of the scheme at its first cabinet meeting held right after
Gupta and six of her ministers took the oath of office on
Feb 20.

India to get 8 new Cheetahs from
Botswana, first 4 to arrive in May

Over Rs 112 crore has heen spent on the cheetah project in India so far, with nearly 67%
of the total funds directed toward cheetah rehabilitation efforts in Madhya Pradesh.

NEW DELHI. Eight cheetahs will
be brought to India from Botswana
in southern Africa in two phases, -
including four by May, officials
have said.A release from the
Madhya Pradesh government said
this information was given by

officials of the National Tiger . 3

Conservation Authority (NTCA), |
who took part in a review meeting
of the cheetah project here on
Friday in the presence of Union
Minister for Environment, Forests &
Climate Change Bhupender Yadav and
MP Chief Minister Mohan Yadav.
"Efforts are underway to bring more
cheetahs from South Africa, Botswana,
and Kenya fo India. Eight cheetahs will
be brought to India in two phases.
There is a plan to bring four cheetahs
from Botswana to India by May. After

this, four more cheetahs will be
brought. At present, consent is being
developed on an agreement between
India and Kenya," the release quoted
NTCA officials as saying.

In the meeting, NTCA officials informed
that more than Rs 112 crore has been
spent on the cheetah project in the
country so far, of which 67 per cent has
gone into cheetah rehabilitation in

Madhya Pradesh, the release
stated."Under Project Cheetah,
cheetahs will now be relocated in a
phased manner to Gandhi Sagar
Sanctuary.
The sanctuary is adjacent to the
border of Rajasthan, so an in-
principle agreement has been
reached between Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan to establish an inter-
state cheetah conservation area,"
the release said.Special training is
being given to "cheetah mitras" in
Kuno National Park and Gandhi Sagar
Sanctuary to enhance their capacity, it
added.

In the meeting, forest officials informed

that there were 26 cheetahs at Kuno
National Park, including 16 in the open
forest and 10 in the rehabilitation
centre (enclosures).

Frame policy on smartphone use: Delhi
government tells schools after HC rulmg

NEW DELHI. Nearly two weeks after
the Delhi High Court ruling, the Delhi
government has directed schools to
formulate policies regarding
smartphone usage of students.The HC
had outlined guiding principles to
strike a balance between the
advantages and potential drawbacks of
allowing students to use smartphones
while in school.

Accordingly, the education department
has instructed all heads of government,
government-aided, and unaided
recognised private schools to develop
and implement a school-level policy on
this matter.In its circular dated April
17, 2025, the Directorate of Education
said, “The court has drawn up guiding
principles to balance the beneficial and
deleterious effect of permitting the use
of smartphones in the hands of students
while attending the school.
Accordingly, all the Heads of Govt.,
Govt. Aided & Unaided Recognised
Private Schools of Delhi are hereby
directed to develop a policy on the
above said matter on school level and
implement the same.”On March 3, the

HC ruled that the use of smartphones
does not have a negative impact on
teaching, discipline or the overall
educational environment in the
classroom.

The judgment passed by Justice Anup

Jairam Bhambhani came during the
hearing of a petition filed by a student,
who sought the issuance of guidelines
regarding the use of mobile phones in
schools.The HC noted that its intent

was to establish guiding principles to
balance the positive and negative
effects of allowing students to use
smartphones while attending school.

Schools should have the discretion to

implement policies that fit their unique
situations, whether that involves
allowing limited use of smartphones in
specified areas of the school or
enforcing stricter bans, including bans
during specific times and events.

New Delhi.

5.8 magnitude quake hits
Afghanistan border, tremors
felt in Kashmir, Delhi- N(R

New Delhi. A 5.8 magnitude earthquake struck
the Afghanistan-Tajikistan border region on
Saturday afternoon, triggering tremors that
were felt across parts of northern India,
including Kashmir and Delhi-
NCR.According to the National Centre for
Seismology (NCS), the earthquake occurred at
12:17 PM IST at a depth of 86 km beneath the
surface. The epicentre was located in the
Afghanistan-Tajikistan border area, a region
prone to seismic activity due to tectonic
movements.Mild to moderate tremors were
felt in the Kashmir Valley and Delhi-NCR,
prompting panic among residents. A video
from Kashmir showed people rushing out of a
building moments after the ground began to
shake.

A local resident in Srinagar said, "I felt the
tremor while 1 was in the office-my chair
started shaking, It wasn't too mild or too
strong. I'm not sure if there's been any damage,
but earthquakes are fairly common in this
region."

There were no immediate reports of casualties or
major damage from either side of the border.

Punjab likely to extend MP
Amritpal Singh's detention
under NSA for another year

Member of Parliament (MP) from
Khadoor Sahib and Chief of Waris Punjab De
Amritpal Singh is likely to face an extension of his
detention under the National Security Act (NSA),
according to top sources.Singh, who has been
lodged in Assam’s Dibrugarh Central Jail since his
arrest in 2023 by the Punjab Police, is nearing the
completion of his two-year detention period under
the NSA on April 23.

Sources indicate that the decision to extend the 32-

year-old MP’s detention was taken after high-level
consultations between central and state security
agencies, citing concerns over law and order in the
sensitive border state. This means that the pro-
Khalistani leader will continue to be in Dibrugarh
jail.However, nine of Amritpal's associates are
back after the state decided not to extend their
detention. Of'this, two of his aides were arrested in
Mohali on April 18, 2023, in a joint operation by
Punjab and Delhi Police.

REASONS FOR AMRITPAL'S DETENTION

EXTENSION

Sources say that the Punjab state government is not

keen on having a pro-khalistani leader back in the
state. However, they will take the final decision
after consulting with the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on the extension.

The Department of Home Affairs of Punjab has

contacted MHA.If Amritpal's detention in
Dibrugarh jail is not extended, the NSA will take
action against him under the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA). The UAPA (UAPA) had
been invoked against him in connection with the
murder case of Gurpreet Singh Harinow, a former
finance secretary of the Waris Punjab De
organisation, in January by the Faridkot
Police.Previously, his detention was extended for
aperiod of 12 months. It became effective on April
23, 2024 and is supposed to last till April 22,
2025.This came after an advisory board reported
that even during his detention in Dibrugarh Jail, he
continued to be involved in "subversive and
separatist activities" that pose a threat to the state's
security and public order.Additionally,
unauthorised electronic devices, which were
allegedly used by Amritpal Singh to maintain
contact with associates outside jail, were
recovered in February 2024. The investigations
also revealed that a jail superintendent had
facilitated the provision of these devices.

" HC-appointed panel bats for unified
cell to track civic services in Delhi

=
~The panel also suggested
amending current laws to
clearly define the powers
and duties of different
bodies. It has
recommended posting
experienced officers from
1AS (AGMUT), DANICS,
and DASS cadres to DDA,
NDMC, and MCD.

NEW DELHI. After the drowning of three
young UPSC aspirants in a waterlogged
basement in Old Rajinder Nagar, a high-
level committee set up by the Delhi High
Court has recommended the creation of a
“Centralised Coordination Cell” under the
Department of Urban Development of the
city government.The cell would ensure

running a library in the basement,
violation of safety rules, officials said.
In its report, the committee, which includes
police
commissioner, and officials from MCD,

the chief secretary of Delhi,

better cooperation between agencies,
including MCD, DDA, NDMC, DIJB,
and Delhi Cantonment Board.
The coaching centre had been illegally

NDMC, and DDA,

agencies,

public service delivery.

stressed that the
capital’s growing challenges, including
rapid urbanisation and unauthorised
construction, require immediate reforms.
in A digital dashboard has been proposed to

track services and projects run by various
train staff in inter-agency
coordination, digital tools, and efficient

The panel also suggested amending current
laws to clearly define the powers and
duties of different bodies. It has
recommended posting experienced
officers from IAS (AGMUT), DANICS,
and DASS cadres to DDA, NDMC, and
MCD.

The report called for collaboration with
private companies, research institutions,
and think tanks to develop long-term
solutions forurban governance.

One of the key concerns raised was the
unsafe and overcrowded living conditions
in coaching hubs such as Mukherjee
Nagar, Karol Bagh, and Laxmi Nagar.
Students live in cramped rooms despite
paying high rents.

The panel suggested their relocation to
better-equipped areas. It underlined
serious issues with the water supply,
sewage, and drainage systems, which
suffer from shortages, pollution and
inefficiency.

The HC may take up the report for a hearing
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onApril 23.
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Indian student, 21, 'fatally
struck’ by stray bullet in
Canada shooting incident

world. A21-year-old Indian student died after getting
caught in a crossfire between two groups in Canada.
Hamilton Police said Harsimrat Randhawa was
waiting at a bus stop when a stray bullet struck her
during a shooting incident involving two
vehicles.Randhawa, a student of Mohawk College in
Hamilton, Ontario, was on her way to work when the
incident happened. She is the fourth Indian to have
died in Canada in the past four months.The
Consulate General of India in Toronto said
Randhawa was an innocent bystander when she was
"fatally struck" by a stray bullet."We are deeply
saddened by the tragic death of Indian student
Harsimrat Randhawa... As per local police, she was
an innocent victim, fatally struck by a stray bullet
during a shooting incident involving two vehicles. A
homicide investigation is currently underway. We
are in close contact with her family and are extending
all necessary assistance," it tweeted.In a statement,
Hamilton Police said the shooting happened near
Upper James and South Bend Road streets.
Randhawa was found with a gunshot wound to her
chest by the police. She was rushed to a nearby
hospital, but succumbed.
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Tufts student challenging immigration arrest

must be transferred to Vermont: US judge
M

world. A federal judge ordered President
Donald Trump's administration on Friday
to transfer a Tufts University student being
held in Louisiana to Vermont while he
weighs her claims that US immigration
authorities unlawfully arrested her based
on her pro-Palestinian advocacy.

The decision by US District Judge William
Sessions in Burlington marked an early
victory for Turkish national Rumeysa
Ozturk, 30, in her continuing bid to be
released from the US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agency's custody
and return to her studies following her
March 25 arrest in Massachusetts.Sessions
said Ozturk "has raised significant
constitutional concerns with her arrest and
detention which merit full and fair
consideration in this forum," and he
scheduled a May 9 hearing to consider
releasing her on bail.He said Ozturk's
evidence supported her claim that she was
detained to punish her for co-authoring an

opinion piece in Tufts' student u
newspaper that criticized the
school's response to calls by
students to divest from
companies with ties to Israel
after the onset of war and to
"acknowledge the Palestinian
genocide."

Sessions said Ozturk presented
evidence to support finding her
free-speech rights under the U.S.
Constitution were violated,
saying the "op-ed is self-
evidently speech regarding
public issues.""The government has so far
offered no evidence to support an
alternative, lawful motivation or purpose
for Ms. Ozturk’s detention," Sessions, an
appointee of Democratic President Bill
Clinton, wrote.The judge stayed the effect
of his order for four days to allow for a
potential appeal. He also scheduled
arguments on the merits of Ozturk's case on

May 22.The U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, which oversees ICE, had no
comment.Jessie Rossman, a lawyer for
Ozturk with the American Civil Liberties
Union of Massachusetts, in a statement
called the ruling "a crucial step for
upholding the rule of law in our country.”
Ozturk's arrest by masked agents on a street
in the Boston suburb of Somerville was

case into a high-profile example of the
Republican president's efforts to
deport pro-Palestinian activists on
U.S. campuses who have spoken out
against Israel's war in Gaza as part of
his hardline approach to
immigration.Ozturk is a PhD student
and Fulbright scholar studying at
Tufts, located in Massachusetts. She
was arrested after the U.S. State
Department revoked her student visa,
citing the opinion piece.Sessions
during an April 14 hearing questioned
whether the administration would
insist it could not release Ozturk even if he
declared her arrest unlawful, potentially
resulting in a "constitutional crisis."His
question echoed broader concerns raised by
legal experts and Democrats in recent
weeks about whether the Trump
administration would comply with
unfavorable rulings amid tensions with the
federal judiciary.

Massive dust storm turns
day to darkness in New
Mexico and Texas

world. A strong dust storm swept across southern
New Mexico and western Texas on Thursday
afternoon, April 17, creating hazardous road
conditions for drivers. The dramatic scene was
captured in a time-lapse satellite video shared by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) on Friday.

The video shows the storm unfolding over nearly two
hours—from 12:30 to 2:22 p.m. Mountain Time —
blanketing the region in thick clouds of dust. The
NOAA described the storm as "dangerous" and
warned the public of serious travel hazards.

The National Weather Service (NWS) has issued
several dust storm warnings across the region. The
blowing dust reduced road visibility to an alarmingly
low level, making it very hazardous for
motorists.Regional news sources indicated that the
dust storm was the cause of at least one fatal crash in
southern New Mexico. Officials are continuing to
investigate, but they did verify that low visibility due
to the storm was a contributing factor.

What Caused the Dust Storm?

Dust storms typically form when powerful wind gusts
sweep over dry terrain, lifting loose dirt and sand into
the air. These storms often arrive quickly and without
much warning, turning clear skies into blinding
brownouts in minutes.The storm covered a large area
and moved swiftly, making it especially dangerous.
Experts say spring is the peak season for dust storms
in this region due to drought conditions and shifting
climate patterns.

Safety Precautions Advised by Officials

Authorities are urging the public to stay indoors during
dust storms and avoid driving when visibility drops.
NOAA and NWS continue to monitor conditions and
will issue further alerts if more storms are expected in
the coming days.

US Supreme Court
temporarily halts new
deportations under 18th
century wartime law
invoked by Trump

WASHINGTON.The US Supreme Court on Saturday
blocked, for now, the deportations of any
Venezuelans held in northern Texas under an 18th
century wartime law.In a brief order, the court
directed the Trump administration not to remove
Venezuelans held in the Bluebonnet Detention
Center "until further order of this court."

Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito dissented.

The high court acted in an emergency appeal from the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
contending that immigration authorities appeared to
be moving to restart removals under the Alien
Enemies Act of 1798.Two federal judges refused to
step in and the US 5th Circuit Court of Appeals has
yetto act. The ACLU on Friday unsuccessfully asked
two federal judges to order the Trump administration
not to deport any Venezuelans held in northern Texas
under an 18th century wartime law, contending that
immigration authorities appeared to be moving to
restart removals despite the US Supreme Court's

It seems US President Donald

world.
Trump won't just give up on linking
Kilmar Garcia, who was wrongly
deported to El Salvador, to the gang
MS-13. In his latest post, Trump shared
aphoto that he claimed to be of Garcia's
knuckles with MS-13 tattooed on them.
However, experts and hawk-eyed X
users pointed out that the image was
photoshopped.Trump's post featured a

black-and-white photo of a man's
knuckles with the letters "MS-13"
above four symbols: a marijuana leaf, a
smiley face, a cross and a skull. Trump
asserted that he was elected as
President to take "bad people out of the
US" and he must be allowed to do his
job."This is the hand of the man that the
Democrats feel should be brought back
to the United States, because he is such

Labour Party conference, where we
had the good fortune to meet a lot of
people who were compatible with the
Labour Party because they have a
section where they invite people from
across the globe. We met a lot of people,
including members of the Progressive
Alliance, and we thought this was a
good place to start — to see if the world
is getting divided into a right-wing
conservative point of view, which
seemed to be moving towards
dominance, with the exception of the
Labour Party. The Labour Party
displaced the Conservatives in the UK,
and that was the opening that we had.

We followed it up with an outreach to a
lot of people — a lot of parties across
the globe, some in government, some
not in government. And as we went
along, we came across this very
ambitious programme by our
government in Telangana, which is part
of their larger perception of "Telangana
Rising.

pushing social justice at home,
Khurshid says the time has come to also
shape the conversation abroad.

Question:

How can this group create alliances with
like-minded leaders? And what does
"like-minded" mean when it comes to
the Congress party — particularly in
the context of voices in India that think
differently from the conservatives and
the right wing? What is it that you aim
to achieve here?

Salman Khurshid:

Well, let's be very, very clear. we felt three
years ago that we had sort of drifted
away from contact points as far as
foreign policy and international
relations were concerned. We had been
preoccupied with repeated elections at
home, preoccupied with one crisis after
another — COVID being part of it, etc.
And we thought then, let’s go back and
make inroads with people who think
like us, who would respond to what our
concerns are.So, we started off with the

Iran says nuclear deal with US
possible only if demands are realistic

T h "doctored' nic of deported Sri Lanka shelves
rump snares aocrored picor aeporte | drill with
man's tattoos to prove MS-13 gang link naval drill wit

said he is not a member of MS-13, T M4 I I d M
even though he's got MS-13 rlncomu ee uS n Iu
highly respected courts found that fl u g S c o n c e r n S
he was a member of MS-13, beat up
tweeted. Trump's claim has been and Sri Lanka in the strategically significant waters off
called out by former senators and ~ Trincomalee was quietly shelved a few weeks ago after
former Minnesota state senator, said, have told PTL. The proposed drills, which were part of
"Hey old man, have someone teach ~ the routine military engagements between the two
excellent example of altering a  intervention, the sources said.
photo, in this case, to make your Trincomalee, located on Sri Lanka's northeastern coast,
instead you look foolish."Garcia, region. Military experts say the natural harbour has the
who has lived in America for about  potential to dominate the Bay of Bengal and much of the
Salvador last month despite a US  interest for India's maritime security calculus.The
immigration court order blocking his  timing of the planned naval exercise, which was set to
expelled him under the Alien Enemies  Modi's visit to Colombo, added to India's unease.
Act based on a 2019 accusation by  Though there was no official word from Sri Lanka or
member. However, it later described it understood that India communicated its apprehensions
as "an administrative error" but insisted ~ directly to Sri Lankan authorities, prompting the
Salvadoran gang MS-13 has been longstanding cordial relations, frequently exchanging
designated . port visits and conducting joint training operations.
close naval ties with China's People's Liberation Army
Navy. The presence of Pakistani warships in
. ' . ; ; e
MO d I GOV‘I‘ Su S FO rm e r EAM Su I m u n K h U rS h I d opened avenues for increased Chinese maritime
y activity in the region.
UPDATED. As the Modi government August 2022, the docking of the Chinese missile and
. . tellite tracki hip "Y1 Wang' at Hambantot It
Rana — accused of involvement in the pALCIE HACKING SIUp Yuan wang at Bambantota po
2008 Mumbai terror attacks — one Lanka. A year later, another Chinese naval vessel
the nation that such victories are built docked at Colombo port, once again sparking concerns
on years of groundwork. In_this significant steps to bolster its strategic footprint in Sri
former External Affairs Minister, pulls Lanka, particularly in Trincomalee. The region is
back the curtain on what it really takes ! ) ) Ka
energy infrastructure. During PM Modi's recent visit,
home, crediting earlier efforts under India, Sri Lanka, and the United Arab Emirates signed a
the UPA and highlighting the long, C : 4 1
regional energy hub aimed at supporting the island
precedes such moments.But Khurshid nation's energy security and economic recovery.
doesn’t stop there. As Congress seeks
defence pact to institutionalise military cooperation-
ideological relevance, during the marking a major shift in bilateral defence ties, nearly
upcoming Bharat Summit in Telangana,

. . ; intervention strained relations between the two nations.
minded international actors — from India has steadily ramped up its defence support to Sri
engaging the UK Labour Party before

C maritime surveillance aircraft from the Indian Navy's
landmark gathering of global fleet in 2022 to meet Colombo's immediate security
progressives in Telangana. For a party

captured in a viral video that has turned her
Pakistan off
'a fine and innocent person'. They u IS u n o
tattooed onto his knuckles, and two
his wife, etc,”" Trump world. Aplanned joint naval exercise between Pakistan
several users on X.Linda Higgins,a  Indiaraised objections with Colombo, multiple sources
you about photoshop. This is an  countries, were called off following New Delhi's
illegal actions look good. But holds immense strategic value in the Indian Ocean
14 years, was deported to El northeast Indian Ocean-making it a critical point of
removal.The Trump administration take place just weeks ahead of Prime Minister Narendra
police that he was an MS-13 gang Pakistanregarding the decision to halt the exercise, it is
that he was an MS-13 member.The cancellation.The Sri Lankan and Pakistani navies share
' | d | However, India's discomfort stems from Pakistan's
pp g y y Trincomalee, experts suggest, could have potentially
New Delhi's concerns are not without precedent. In
celebrates the extradition of Tahawwur
led to a diplomatic standoff between India and Sri
senior Congress leader is reminding
in India.Over the past few years, India has taken
exclusive interview, Salman Khurshid,
central to India's plans to help develop Sri Lanka's
to bring a high-profile terror suspect
landmark agreement to transform Trincomalee into a
often invisible diplomatic process that
In another milestone, India and Sri Lanka signed a
to revive its global standing and
four decades after the Indian Peace Keeping Force's
he outlines a renewed outreach to like-
¢ . C Lanka in recent years, including handing over a Dornier
its recent rise to power, to co-hosting a
needs.

restrictions on how it can use the act.Later in the day,
the ACLU filed emergency petitions with both the
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals and the US Supreme
Court itself to halt the deportations, even as one of
the judges said it raised legitimate concerns but he
could not issue an order. The group has already sued
to block deportations under the Alien Enemies Act of
1798 of two Venezuelans held in the Bluebonnet
Detention Center and is asking a judge to issue an
order barring removals of any immigrants in the
region under the law.In an emergency filing early
Friday, the ACLU warned that immigration
authorities were accusing other Venezuelan men
held there of being members of the Tren de Aragua
gang, which would make them subject to President
Donald Trump's use of the act.

The act has only been invoked three previous times in
US history, most recently during World War II to
hold Japanese-American civilians in internment
camps. The Trump administration contended it gave
them power to swiftly remove immigrants they
identified as members of the gang, regardless of their
immigration status.

Iran told the United States in
talks last week it was ready
to accept some limits on its
uranium enrichment hut
needed water-tight
quarantees that President
Donald Trump would not
again ditch a nuclear pact.

—

Moscow. Iran believes reaching an
agreement on its nuclear programme with
the United States is possible as long as
Washington is realistic, Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi said on Friday on the eve of
a second round of talks with the Trump
administration.

"If they demonstrate seriousness of intent
and do not make unrealistic demands,
reaching agreements is possible," Araqchi
told a news conference in Moscow after
talks with Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
of Russia.Iran had noted the United States'
seriousness during a first round of talks on
the deal, which took place in Oman last
week, Araqchi said. The second round is

set for Saturday in Rome and will be held

through Omani Foreign Minister Badr al-
Busaidi, Iran's foreign ministry
spokesperson, Esmaeil Baghaei,
said."Given the contradictory positions we
have heard from various US officials over
the past few days, we expect the US side to
first provide an explanation in this regard
and to remove the serious ambiguities that
have arisen regarding its intentions and
seriousness," Baghaei told state media
without elaborating.Iran told the United
States in talks last week it was ready to
accept some limits on its uranium

enrichment but needed water-tight
guarantees that President Donald Trump
would not again ditch a nuclear pact, a

terrific," Trump told reporters on Friday
when asked if he would consider letting
Tehran keep a civil nuclear programme.

senior Iranian official said on Lavrov said Russia was "ready to assist,
Friday. Trump has threatened to attack Iran

if it does not reach a deal with the US over
its nuclear programme, which Iran says is
peaceful but the West says is aimed at
building an atomic bomb."I'm for stopping
Iran, very simply, from having a nuclear
weapon. They can't have a nuclear weapon.
I want Iran to be great and prosperous and

mediate and play any role that will be
beneficial to Iranand the U.S.A."

Moscow has played a role in Iran's nuclear
negotiations in the past as a veto-wielding
UN Security Council member and
signatory to an earlier deal that Trump
abandoned during his first term in 2018.

Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei sent
Araqchi to Moscow with a letter for
President Vladimir Putin to brief the
Kremlin about the negotiations. Araqchi
will also visit Beijing within the next few
days, the Iranian state news agency IRNA

reported on Friday, without providing
further details.US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said earlier on Friday that the US
administration is looking for a peaceful
solution with Iran but will never tolerate the
country developing a nuclear weapon.
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NEWS BOX
Ravi Bishnoi going
from strength to
strength after slow
start: LSG coach
Klusener

New Delhi Lucknow Super Giants assistant
coach Lance Klusener feels that Ravi
Bishnoi is going from strength to strength
after a slow start to life in IPL 2025. Bishnoi
was expected to be the lead spinner for LSG
this season after being one of the players who
was retained by the franchise ahead of the
auction.

However, Bishnoi struggled for control in the
initial games but has come into form and
now has 8 wickets in 7 matches. Speaking to
reporters ahead of the RR game, Klusener
said that Bishnoi has gotten better as the
tournament has progressed. The LSG coach
said that it is difficult to always get the
spinners to complete their full quota of overs,
as Bishnoi bowled just 3 overs in the loss to
CSK Klusener said that LSG are expecting a
big performance from Bishnoi in his
hometown of Jaipur."I think he's been going
from strength to strength, especially to his

own high standards. He probably had a bit of
a slow start, but as the tournament has
progressed, he's only gotten better. I thought
he played a good hand in the last game too.
And with Markram bowling four overs of
spin, I thought he bowled extremely well. It's
not always easy to get everyone's quota in,
especially when you're bowling 11 overs of
spin. But overall, Ravi is just getting better
and better. He's back in his home state and
hometown, and we're looking forward to
another strong performance from him," said
Klusener.

50-50 game vs RR

Speaking about the RR game, Klusener said
that LSG won't be underestimating their
opponents despite losing 5 games out of 7.
Klusener said that he doesn't believe in past
results and expects it to be a 50-50 contest in
Jaipur."I don't think it's easy for anyone.
Tomorrow is a new day and a new game. If
I'm not mistaken, this is your second home
game, and you've always played well at
home.

IPL 2025: Nehal Wadhera
celebrates perfect outing vs
RCB, poses with Virat Kohli

New Delhi . Punjab Kings batter Nehal
Wadhera had a perfect day out on April
18—from scoring a match-winning knock to
guide his side to a win against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, to showcasing some
eye-catching celebrations after the match,
along with a special social media post
featuring Virat Kohli. Although Wadhera
played a key role in handing Kohli's RCB
their third straight home defeat in IPL 2025,
the 24-year-old PBKS batter didn’t shy away
from posing for a picture with the RCB and
India star.In the rain-reduced 14-overs-a-
side clash at the Chinnaswamy on Friday,
PBKS restricted RCB to 95, and then
Wadhera’s unbeaten 33 off 19 balls guided
PBKS to a hard-fought 5-wicket win. While
his composed knock—especially when other
PBKS batters were struggling on a rain-
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affected Chinnaswamy pitch—won praise,
so did his fiery celebration after finishing the
game.

RCB vs PBKS, IPL 2025 Highlights

Even after the match, Wadhera took to his
Instagram account to share a picture with
RCB’s main man Kohli, which he got clicked
post-match. In his caption, he also hyped
fans up for the upcoming rematch against the
same opponents on April 20."The winning
streak continuesComing back home,see you
there," the caption readIn IPL 2025, Wadhera
has been one of the key batters behind
PBKS’s successful campaign so far, scoring
184 runs in six matches at an average of 46
and a strike rate of 149.59.As PBKS continue
to rise under Shreyas Iyer's captaincy and
Ricky Ponting's guidance, Nehal Wadhera's
batting form remains crucial to their hunt for
amaiden IPL title.

New Delhi .

Shush: R Ashwin stops panelist from talking
about MS Dhoni during YouTube show

«R Ashwin announced earlier that

he wouldn't discuss (SK game in
his YouTube show

«Ashwin was careful about an MS
Dhoni reference in his latest
show

«Ashwin was dropped from (SK's
last game against LSG in

—(

New Delhi Off-spinner R Ashwin was
involved in a bit of banter during the latest
episode of his YouTube show. The Chennai
Super Kings star reminded his panellists -
former cricketer Vidyut Sivaramakrishnan
and Strength and Conditioning coach
Rajamani Prabhu - not to discuss MS Dhoni
or anything related to the team during the
IPL 2025 season.Ashwin was seen shushing
Rajamani Prabhu when he began talking
about MS Dhoni and his captaincy. The
hilarious on-air moment came weeks after
Ashwin announced he would not be
discussing Chennai Super Kings on his show
this IPL season, having returned to the five-
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time champions for the first time in a
decade.While talking about captaincy
during their show earlier this week,
Rajamani Prabhu began praising the likes of
Shreyas Iyer and MS Dhoni, pointing out
how the CSK skipper led from the front in
their win over Lucknow Super Giants.

Will Lionel Messi play 2026 FIFA World Cup?
Argentina legend clarifies

e

. o LA

IPL turns 18: When Brendon McCullum's
record 158 kickstarted cricket's new era

Indian student killed in Canada by stray bullet
during shooting incident"Shush, that
shouldn't be spoken here," Ashwin said,
gesturing to Rajamani to drop the topic."You
shouldn't be talking about it (CSK). I can. |
am a member of the audience," Rajamani
respondedwith a smile."Hey, we decided we

Scotland, England in talks over forming
combined Britain team at LA Olympics 2028

New Delhi Cricket Scotland chief executive

Trudy Lindblade said that her board and the
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
are in discussions about forming a unified
British cricket team for the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics.The cricket tournament
at LA28 will mark the sport's return to the
Olympics after 128 years. Cricket last
appeared at the Olympics in Paris 1900,
where Great Britain beat France by 158 runs
in a one-off final after the Netherlands and
Belgium withdrew.Earlier this week, the
International Olympic Committee (IOC)
confirmed that the LA28 cricket programme
will include six-team men's and women's
T20 events, with each team allowed to field
a 15-member squad.

STORIES YOUMAY LIKE"
We have a really good working relationship

with the ECB, so we have been in talks with
them and are in the process of establishing a

Team GB cricket entity," Lindblade told the
BBC.England are currently ranked second
in men's T20s and third in women's, while
Scotland are not in the top ten in either
format."That's what's required by the British
Olympic Association (BOA) for a British
team to compete at the Olympic Games. So
it's really interesting - with six teams in the
competition, we would have an opportunity
through the GB concept."So, exciting times,

and we'll continue to liaise with the ECB
and our colleagues at LA28 and the ICC. It
will be interesting."The ECB echoed this
sentiment, reaffirming its commitment to
ongoing discussions and emphasizing the
broader opportunity to promote cricket.
“With England and Wales also set to host
World Cups in 2026 and 2030, LA 2028
presents another great chance to grow the
game and inspire new audiences,” a
spokesperson told ESPNcricinfo.Athletes
from the United Kingdom typically
compete as part of a unified Team GB at the
Olympics.A notable exception is men's
football, where disagreements among the
UK nations have prevented Britain from
fielding a team in recent decades, except for
the London 2012 Games.The British
Olympic Association (BOA) hopes to field a
unified men's football team at the 2028
Games, the first since London 2012.

Rohit Sharma honoured to have stand named
after him at Wankhede: Unreal feeling

«Mumboai Indians beat Sunrisers
Hyderabad by four wickets

«SRH scored 162/5 in their
allotted 20 overs hatting first

«MI chased down the target
in 18.1 overs as Will Jacks

top scored

New Delhi stand named after him at the
iconic Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.
Earlier this month, on Tuesday, April 15, the
Mumbai Cricket Association (MCA)
approved a proposal to name one of the
stands after the Indian captain during the
associatio's Annual General Meeting
(AGM).Batting great Ajit Wadekar and
former BCCI president Sharad Pawar are
the others to have stands at the Wankhede,
the MCA confirmed. Milind Narvekar, an

MCA apex council member, put forward the
names of Rohit, Wadekar and Pawar for
approval.The Divecha Pavilion Level 3 will
now be named Rohit Sharma Stand.
Legendary cricketers like Sachin Tendulkar,
Vijay Merchant, Sunil Gavaskar, and Dilip
Vengsarkar also have stands named after
them at the Wankhede Stadium. The 37-
year-old Rohit was overwhelmed by the
honour, having represented India for 18
years since his debut back in 2007."Now to
sit back and think that there is going to be a
stadium stand in my game, it is such an
unreal feeling. It is something that I have

never thought of and I will be forever
grateful for this big honour in my life,"
Rohit said at the inauguration ceremony of
the third edition of the Mumbai T20 League,
scheduled to get underway on May
26."When you start playing the game, you
don't know how long you are going to play
the game for; let alone all these milestones
and achievements that you achieve while
playing the game. But to get this kind of
honour, having a stand named after you, is
something that 1 cannot imagine," Rohit
said."But once I see my name there on the
stand, it will be a very emotional moment
for me and like I said, from not having to
enter the stadium and now to have a stand,
those two moments, so much has happened
between these two moments so I am forever
grateful," Rohitadded.

Rohit Sharma shining for Team India

Rohit has had his fair share of success in the
last 12 months or so. He led India to glory in
the Men's T20 World Cup last year in the
West Indies and United States. Last month,
India also won the Champions Trophy 2025
under his leadership.

won't talk about our own team. When
we were with Rajasthan Royals, we
didn't talk about them. So, let's not,"
Ashwin added, as the three panellists
enjoyed the light-hearted
exchange.Ashwin had faced flak
earlier in the season after his panellists
discussed the Super Kings on his
channel during the first two weeks of
IPL 2025. Analyst Prasanna Aghoram
and others were critical of some of
CSK's decisions during their five-
match losing streak.Following the
backlash, Ashwin pulled down an
episode reviewing a CSK match and
later announced that his team would
not analyse Super Kings' games for the
remainder of the season.Ashwin
himself has been going through a lean
patch in IPL 2025. The veteran off-
spinner, who took six wickets in six
matches at an economy rate close to
10, was dropped for CSK's clsh against
LSG in Lucknow.In Ashwin's absence,
Ravindra Jadeja and Noor Ahmad led the
spin attack. CSK delivered an improved
performance, restricting LSG to 166 and
chasing down the target ith four balls to
spare.Chennai, who remain at the bottom of
the table with just two wins in six matches,
will next face arch-rivals Mumbai Indians at
the Wankhede Stadium on Sunday, April 20.

KL Rahul-Kevin Pietersen

banter continues: DC star
takes Maldives dig at mentor

Ahmedabad The hilarious banter between

Delhi Capitals duo KL Rahul and mentor
Kevin Pietersen just keeps on giving, and fans
have been enjoying it to the fullest. In the most
recent addition to the fun, Rahul took a sly and
hilarious dig at Pietersen for his mid-season
Maldives trip, right when the former England
skipper was describing the role of a mentor in
afranchise.As DC gear up for their top-of-the-
table clash against Gujarat Titans on April 19,
Rahul and Pietersen once again sparked
laughter during the team’s practice session at
the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad.
The moment came when GT captain
Shubman Gill came up to meet Pietersen
during nets, and in the middle of their
conversation, Pietersen jokingly asked Gill
what the role of a mentor really is—claiming
he didn’t know it himself. Standing beside
them, Rahul quickly chimed in with a cheeky

dig, suggesting that taking a two-week
Maldives vacation mid-season is apparently
part of the job description.After DC’s
emphatic win over Chennai Super Kings on
April 5, Pietersen had left the squad for a
personal trip to Maldives, missing the April 10
clash against Royal Challengers Bengaluru
but returning in time for their game against
Mumbai Indians on April 13.DC’s official
social media handle uploaded the amusing
exchange between Rahul and Pietersen,
which has since gone viral, leaving fans in
splits.It isn’t the first time the duo have
indulged in such entertaining banter. After the
CSK game, during a post-match chat, Rahul
jokingly reminded Pietersen of the time he
had compared Rahul’s batting style to
watching paint dry on a wall. Even during
Rahul’s birthday celebrations with the DC
squad, Pietersen was seen smashing cake on
the 32-year-old wicketkeeper-batter’s face.

RCB's top 5-6 batters must bat for 20 overs:
Josh Hazlewood on fixing home woes

«Hazlewood urged RCB top

order to bat entire innings

«RCB's home form under

scrutiny after third straight loss

« 1im David’s fifty the only

highlight in weak total vs PBKS

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
have not been able to get the better of their
home woes in the ongoing IPL 2025,
suffering their third consecutive defeat at the
M. Chinnaswamy Stadium after losing to
PBKS on April 18. While the team continues
to search for a winning formula, their star

pacer Josh Hazlewood believes that if RCB’s
top order bats out the full 20 overs, it could
be the key to turning things around athome.

RCB have won all four of their away games so
farin IPL 2025, giving them a decent start to
the season. However, their disastrous home
record has spelt frequent trouble for the
franchise as they continue their pursuit of a
maiden IPL title. Following the 5-wicket
loss to PBKS on Friday, RCB’s
understanding of their home conditions has
come under the scanner.Speaking at the
post-match press conference, Hazlewood
shared his thoughts on the issue. He opined
that RCB’s top 5 to 6 batters need to take
control of the run momentum and bat
through the innings, which could
significantly improve their chances of
success athome.

"It’s not a typical Chinnaswamy wicket.
Obviously, the bounce has always been
there, but in the past, it's probably been more

consistent. I find that if you really hit that six-
to-eight metre length hard, it's quite tough to
bat on—and we've definitely found that this
season," Hazlewood said."Maybe it’s just

about the bowlers pulling back a touch and
giving themselves a bit of time to assess. In
the first two games we lost here, it was one
batter from the opposition going big,
forming a partnership, and scoring heavily
late in the innings...So if we can have our top

five or top six batting through the 20 overs, I
think that’ll go a long way in helping us win
athome," he added.

RCB vs PBKS: As it happened

In the Friday clash at the Chinnaswamy, it was
yet another batting collapse that cost RCB
two vital points. The rain-affected match
was reduced to 14 overs per side. Batting
first, RCB’s star-studded lineup failed to
deliver on what is usually considered a
batting-friendly surface at their home
ground.

With the top order crumbling, it was only
thanks to Tim David’s unbeaten 50 off 26
deliveries that the side managed to reach 95
runs. However, the total proved insufficient
for the RCB bowling attack—featuring the
likes of Hazlewood, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
and Suyash Sharma—as PBKS batter Nehal
Wadhera guided his team home with an
unbeaten 33 off 19 balls.RCB will now be
looking to bounce back from the defeat and
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Sophieg
Choudry

Praises Hrithik Roshan For His
Humility Towards Fans Amid US Tour

Mismanagement Backlash

' I Yhe singer also mentioned about the best side of Roshan during

their US tour and said, *You know, unkno chot bhi lagi hui thi

lekin phirbhi wo apne fans ke liye (he was hurt unknown but
still for his fans he) wants to put his best foot forward. He really has a
lot of gratitude in his heart aur woh dikhta hai (and it shows)."In the
same interview, Choudry also talked about unknown anecdotes from
Hrithik’s life. She continued, “And unhone bahut saari kahaniya
share ki jaise ki Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai se pehele unke daddy ne unse
kaha tha ki ‘Shayad aap ko main aisi film nhi dunga, you have to
work for it.” Toh woh auditions pe jaa rahe the and (And he shared
many stories like before Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai his daddy told him that
‘maybe I will not make such a film for you, you have to work for it.”
So he was going for auditions) he was auditioning for Shekhar
Kapur. When his dad found out and called him nana nana tum wapas
aao (No no, you come back), things like that.”
m*-n

Sophie even revealed that the actor has a stage fright and was s
seemingly impressed with the way he has mesmerised everyone
his incredible performances. “Things about how somebody like
has stage fright. You can’t even imagine he is so incredible on s
you can’t even imagine. Just things on how he worked on him:
how things were tough. At one point, he wanted to give up. T
suddenly Krishh came and he decided to channel that energy t
superhero," she elaborated.

In the concluding note, Sophie even mentioned, *“We have spent |
with him, he is so inspirational and he is very real. Woh ek sup
hai and dikhne mein Greek God (He is a superstar and looks
Greek God) but he is also just a guy who wants to be the best pei
and the best father and I think that is really special. So I'm
privileged that I spent that time with Hrithik." p

Earlier, the singer-turned-actress posted a couple of moments 1
Roshan from their US tour and wrote an appreciative note fo
Instagram.

harvari’s career took off last year

after the massive success of horror

comedy Munjya, followed by her
role in the film Maharaj. Later, she
showcased her fierce side in Vedaa
with John Abraham. The actress is
now set to be a part of YRF Spy
Universe’s first female-led movie
alongside Alia Bhatt, Sharvari
recently sat down for a chat wherein

she shared her excitement to be a

part of the film Alpha.

Speaking with Hindustan
Times, Sharvari shared,
“I’'mreally looking forward

to bringing this film to the

theatres, especially

because it is the first spy

universe film with two

women that is leading it."

She continued, “It truly is

the first women’s action

film. And I think that it will break a

lot of glass ceilings. So, I'm excited and a little
bit nervous about the film. I am keeping my

fingers crossed about the same.”

For Sharvari, the YRF Spy Universe project is
something different since it’s an action movie.
While she has earlier been a part of Vedaa, which
also featured action sequences, Alpha is a departure
from her previous work.Sharvari also opened up on the
challenges that came her way while working in Alpha.

Says Alpha Is The Most Challenging
Film Of Her Career For This Reason

r
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She said, “What challenged me was the genre of the film,
which is action. The genre is something that I have not
done before," adding, “It was very different from the
work that I had done before. The most challenging part
would definitely be this." Alpha, directed by Shiv Rawail,
will see Sharvari and Alia Bhatt in the roles of secret
agents. The film is part of the YRF Spy Universe, which
began in 2012 with Salman Khan and Katrina Kaif’s Ek
Tha Tiger. It was followed by a sequel, Tiger Zinda Hai,
which was released in 2017. Then came War, starring

Hrithik Roshan and Tiger Shroff. Pathaan, featuring Shah
Rukh Khan and Deepika Padukone, was released in 2023.
Later, the third installment in the Tiger franchise made it
to the theatres.

Next up in the YRF Spy Universe will be Alia Bhatt and
Sharvari’s film, which will hit theatres on December 25
this year. War 2 is also lined up for release this year.
Hrithik Roshan reprises his role as Kabir Dhaliwal while
Jr NTR plays the antagonist.

Priya Prakash Varrier Dances To
Suriya-Pooja Hegde’s Track

Kanimaa. BRB, Watching It On Loop

riva Prakash Varrier is riding high on the
success of her latest film, Good Bad Ugly,
headlined by Ajith Kumar. The movie, directed
by Adhik Ravichandran, arrived in the theatres on
April 10. Butnow, Priya is making the headlines for
another reason. On Thursday, the actress dropped a
video on her Instagram Stories where she was seen
grooving to the beats of the song Kanimaa. The
upbeat track is a part of the upcoming Tamil-
language action romance Retro, featuring Suriya
and Pooja Hegde.The clip opens to Priya Prakash
Varrier and her friend matching steps to Kanimaa.
The original song played on the television behind
them. Priya, dressed in a beige bodycon outfit,
dances her heart out with a beaming smile on her
face. The actress’s friend matches her energy
perfectly. The duo also manages to pull off the viral
hookstep, performed by Retro’s lead cast.
Kanimaa, sung and composed by Santhosh
Narayanan, has struck the right chord with the
masses. The track was unveiled by the makers of
Retro on March 21. Retro, directed by Karthik
Subbaraj, also features Jayaram, Joju George,
Karunakaran, Prashanth, Shriya Saran, Prakash Raj
and Sujith Shanker in key roles. The film will hit the
silverscreens on May 1.

Coming back to Priya Prakash Varrier, the actress

played a key role in Good Bad Ugly. Not long ago,
she penned a heartfelt note for her co-star Ajith
Kumar on Instagram. Calling herself a “fan", the
actress admitted that she learnt a lot from the Tamil
star.A part of what Priya Prakash Varrier wrote was,
*Anything I write isn’t enough to express the kind of
admiration I've for you, Sir. From the very first
conversation to the last day of the shoot, you made
me feel like I belonged. You made sure that nobody
felt left out. You always went that extra mile to
check on all of us whenever you were on set."

Nikita Dutta Reveals
Joideep Ahlawat Gave Her
A Unique Acting Lesson

ctress Nikita Dutta is eyeing the release of
her upcoming film Jewel Thief. Ahead of the

film’s release, she is pulling out all stops to
keep the buzz among audiences soaring. Now, the
actress sat for an interview where she candidly
spoke about her co-star Jaideep Ahlawat. She
recalled how the actor, known for movies like
Paatal Lok, Gangs of Wasseypur and Raazi, gives
her random suggestions that actually work for her
during difficult scenes.During the conversation
with Instant Bollywood, she was asked whether the
characters played by Jaideep Ahlawat have always
been serious. Everyone has this thought in their
mind that how disciplined he is and how serious he
would be off-camera as well. | would love you to
break that ice. Is he really that person, that serious
offcamera?

Responding to this, Nikita revealed, “He is not

serious like that as a personality off-camera. He is
actually a lot of fun. There was one scene in which |
had to hold a cigarette, and [ don’t smoke at all. So |
was really struggling with how to hold it. And I was
really struggling with what was looking nicer on
camera, what is comfortable kya hai, and whether I
should blow here or there. So, I was so lost in that,
and then he just casually gave me some
suggestions where 1 didn’t even have to, like, do
anything. He did something. After that, I was like,
How?"

Elaborating further, she said that this was not the first

time Jaideep gave her random suggestions. “This
isn’t once. Inhone do teen baar unhone mujhe aise
hi random suggestions diye ki aap aise karke dekh
lo. Wo bade quietly aakar bol dete hai, bade
casually. (This isn’t once. Two or three times he
gave me random suggestions like this, that you
should try this. He comes and gives the suggestions
very politely, very casually)," she added.

Coming to Jewel Thief: The Heist Begins, Kookie

Gulati and Robbie Grewal’s directorial will start
streaming on Netflix from April 25. The high-
octane heist thriller, spanning exotic
locales—Budapest, Istanbul, and Mumbai—is
penned by Sumit Aroraa and produced by
Siddharth Anand and Mamta Anand under their
Marflix production. Jewel Thief stars Saif Ali
Khan, Jaideep Ahlawat, Kunal Kapoor, and Nikita
Dutta in lead roles.Jaideep Ahlawat will be seen as
Aulak in the film, a powerful tycoon obsessed with
acquiring Africa’s most precious diamond, Red
Sun. To steal it, he hires a mysterious thief (played
by Saif Ali Khan), but Kunal Kapoor plays the
relentless cop determined to catch him. Nikita’s
character, married to the antagonist, adds a
mysterious layer with a hinted history with the
thief.
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