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Ominous churning on
India’s frontiers

A great churning is taking place on both sides of
India’s frontiers, throwing a new challenge to the
RSS idea of “akhand Bharat,” or “undivided
subcontinent.” In the east, a new samudramanthan
is taking place around the Bay of Bengal, as Naya
Bangladesh reaches out to both China and
Pakistan like it hasn’t for decades. And in Pakistan,
the powerful Army Chief looks like he fancies
himself as a latter-day Jinnah, delivering homilies
about the so-called “two-nation theory” and such
like.Let’s start with Bangladesh. For the first time
in 15 years, Pakistani officials have travelled to
Dhaka this week for consultations, during which
the Bangladesh foreign secretary demanded an
apology for the “genocide committed by the then
Pakistan military in 1971.” Plus, he said, $4.3
billion still remains to be paid when East Pakistan
split from Pakistan — with, of course, a little help
from India, although the foreign secretary didn’t
quite add the last phrase.

Moreover, in less than 10 days from now, Pakistan’s
Deputy PM and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar will
travel to Dhaka. Mr Dar is a consummate
politician and is expected to easily find some way
to say sorry for the massacres the Pakistani
military committed in 1971 — he will be careful
that the apology doesn’t offend his all-powerful
military chief, Gen Asim Munir, back home.

When that apology takes place — not if, but when —
the two former wings of Pakistan will be closer
than they have been in decades.Imagine a 53-year-
long reversal of history-in-the-making. Make no
mistake, dear Reader, the stage is being set, only
the flowers and some knick-knacks to prettify the
room remain. When Dar meets Bangladesh Chief
Advisor Muhammad Yunus — whom the
Americans kept ready in cotton-balls, waiting for
the opportunity to insert him back into a post-
Sheikh Hasina Bangladesh, and more fool she who
gave them the opportunity — the Bangladeshis,
with a gentle nudge from the Chinese, will
graciously accept. It’s that simple.Meanwhile,
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s pet phrase could get a
new lease of life. At a function in Rawalpindi on
Thursday, Gen Munir said Pakistan was created on
the basis of the “two-nation theory,” even as his
suited-booted Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
listened in the front row.“Our forefathers thought
we are different from the Hindus in every possible
aspect of life. Our religions are different, our
customs are different, our traditions are different,
our thoughts are different, our ambitions are
different. That was the foundation of the two-
nation theory that was laid there. That we are two
nations, we are not one nation...” Gen Munir said.

Clearly, the good General imagines himself as a
latter-day Quaid-e-Azam that Pakistan needs, to
save itself for another day. Not that Pakistan
doesn’t need saving — things are so bad, both in
the economy as well as in the polity, that the
military establishment could easily be
misconstrued as the brightest, shining star on the
horizon —it1is certainly the most powerful.

Meanwhile, we saw PM Shehbaz Sharif hearing Gen
Munir out quietly, as he rested two fingers on his
cheek. Was he, already, sequestering to the back of
his brain his elder brother Nawaz Sharif’s efforts
to improve ties with India, for which he was
whipped with iron chains in Attock jail soon after
Musharraf invaded Kargil — because Shehbaz
knows he cannot remain in power without Munir’s
munificence?But the big question this weekend is
whether you can have a hearty laugh with irony.
Will you be foes or comrades? So the same
Bangladesh now reaching out to Pakistan, 53 years
ago consigned the “two-nation theory” to the trash
of history with a whoop and a chuckle as it belted
out “Joy Bangla!” in the face of machine-gun fire
from West Pakistani soldiers.Today, as Yunus
furiously cycles back to the past and Gen Munir
intones the idea of separation — an idea that
ironically finds much traction in present-day India
— Bangladeshis seem to be resurrecting the
importance of religion and geopolitics over

language.

Varshatai is hardly to be blamed, litigating all the way
to the Supreme Court, only to receive a very public
lesson in elementary linguistics. After all, she was
doing no more than channelling the kind of stupidity
with regard to Urdu that has become mainstream in
the New India. This is the alleged "foreignness" of
Urdu, which disqualifies it from being used for
signage in the New India that attained its
freedom in 2014.This is, prima facie, odd,
because English remains perfectly
acceptable. And indeed, the antipathy
towards "foreignness" does not extend to
the armloads of foreign things that are
avidly appropriated. However, before I go
any further, let me register my deep
gratitude to the judges of the Supreme
Court who have firmly put their
imprimatur on what is, after all, received
wisdom among scholars.f course, Urdu is
a product of centuries of cultural and
linguistic mixing among diverse peoples
on and around the fertile plains of north
India.Its archive is, by the same token, an |
invaluable and irreplaceable repository
of our rich, hybrid and cosmopolitan
culture. As people — pilgrims,
merchants, wanderers, displaced peasants — moved
around the subcontinent, so their languages also
migrated, and mingled, and intermarried and,
indeed, proliferated in joyful promiscuity.But— and
this is the crucial point — all this happened here, on
the Indian subcontinent, relatively isolated from the
rest of the world by turbulent seas and fearsome
deserts and high mountain ranges: a crucible for a

To deliver as a regulator, RBI should become a market player

What is the likely result of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

cutting the policy rate by 25 basis points (quarter of a
percentage) in the aftermath of Donald Trump leashing a
hurricane across the global economy through his massive
tariff changes? Plus, the RBI has signalled that it will be
ready to go down that road further if things remain hunky
dory.If there is a rise in the money supply as a result of a
cut in the bank rate, with everything else

remaining equal (no change in the
supply of goods and services), there will
be an inflationary spurt. But RBI and
independent experts appear sanguine
that thing will remain on course, the
heavens will not fall. There are several
reasons for this. Currently, retail
inflation is running at an over two-year
low. So, there is some space to play
around with. Secondly, meteorologists
are predicting that the country will get a
good southwest monsoon which will
bring home a good kharif harvest. This
will handsomely raise the agricultural
output and the national GDP, taking it up
by a notch. This is needed as the
financial year 2025 is projected to slow
down to 6.2 per cent, a four-year low
after reaching 8.2 per cent in financial
2024 after leaving behind Covid.In
particular, it will put additional money
into the hands of the huge army of farm-
wagers and small-holders. They will go
out to buy such essentials that they had
been postponing, upping the demand
across the board for non-luxury
manufacturing units (affordable two-wheelers and not-

keep rising and rate cut takes effect. While banks will
have to keep living with general rising costs, they will
need to take cognisance of the rate cut promptly.

Large borrowers will force banks to cut their lending rates

promptly, putting pressure on banks' earnings. In
response, banks would want to promptly lower their costs
by lowering what they pay their large numbers of

depositors who make up their bulk of resources.

While the rate cut is likely to be beneficial to the GDP growth and the overall economy, the banking sector may be going into a bit of ambivalence as its funding costs keep rising and rate cut takes effect.

emerges is of 'monetary policy transmission'. The
authorities, in this case the RBI, change the policy rate in
order to effect certain changes in the economy. This is
done in the expectation that market players will respond
to the policy changes along the logic of economic theory.
But that sometimes does not happen. Then, the impact of
the change in the policy does not impact on the broader
economy and policy transmission is
crippled.Then, the measure of the policy
change is negated. As we have heard an
analyst declare, earlier changes have not
yet taken place. Simply put, a bank is
prompt in cutting the rate that it pays the
small depositors (you and me) but slow
in cutting the rate the borrowers like
home owners have to pay.We are back to
incontrovertible changes like the tariff
changes made by Trump and the
monsoon. These are not in our hands.
Once we have them on our hands, we
have to do the best to live with them. The
actions that work the best are those that
allow the market forces to play
themselves out in terms of their own
logic and only push them alone a
little.One way in which the RBI can put
in more liquidity is by not seeking to
change policy rates, cutting them in this
instance, but by simply printing more
money. The RBI can buy more
government paper in the market and
thereby put more cash in the
hands.Another way can be to buy dollars
from exports by a higher rate. This will
create more liquidity, which will also provide more

But that cannot be done in a jiffy. Existing fixed depositors

posh cars), thus giving another boost to the GDP.At the
end of the day, if the global economy does not collapse
because of the US tariff mayhem, the Indian economy
should be able to regain some of the bit it had recently lost
in terms of GDP growth. The other positive for India is it
remains a mostly self-contained economy, with low gains
from engaging with the global economy, like say Vietnam
and Malaysia.The rise in GDP for the economy, insulated
from the global turmoil, will cause less focus on income
from foreign trade and services and foreign investment.
Foreign reserves will likely go down a bit, but that will be
bearable as they are now at a high of $600 billion-plus or
11 months' imports.

While the rate cut is likely to be beneficial to the GDP

growth and the overall economy, the banking sector may
be going into a bit of ambivalence as its funding costs

will continue to earn their existing higher interest rates. It
is only the new depositors coming in who will pay less.
There will be a mismatch between what banks pay and
earn. This will put pressure on banks' earnings. This will
not be good for the economy as a whole. Things will get
really complicated when it comes to housing loan
borrowers. One analyst apprehends that "home loan
borrowers may not see much meaningful or immediate
interest rate relief. Banks have not transmitted earlier
MPC rate cuts to borrowers because of higher funding
costs, pressure on net interest margins, higher NPAs, and
a cautious lending climate."If banks do pass on the
benefits of the last two rate cuts, it will be a boost to
homebuyers, particularly for those eyeing affordable
housing. But, as the saying goes, there is a big space
between the devil and the deep sea.The key issue that

India's prisons are in crisis. They resemble
overcrowded warchouses for the
forgotten. The India Justice Report 2025
shows the scale of the problem. As of
2022, 5.73 lakh inmates were lodged in
facilities built for 4.36 lakh. That’s a 131
per cent occupancy rate. By 2030, the
prison population could reach 6.8 lakh —
far beyond the projected capacity of 5.15
lakh. The crisis goes deeper than space.
It’s a human rights emergency. There are
just 25 psychologists for the entire prison
population. Mental illness among inmates
has more than doubled since 2012. Most of
those suffering are undertrials — people
not yet convicted. They wait years for
justice because of court delays. The
medical crisis is equally grim. There is a 43 per cent
vacancy in medical officer posts across prisons. Delhi

A prison crisis

(Overcrowded jails demand urgent reform

DERE W 3

has only one doctor per 206 inmates. Without proper
care, prisoners suffer in silence — both mentally and
physically.This neglect is not new. The Supreme Court

War on Urdu is war on our composite culture

The frequently asserted "foreignness" of Urdu is, on the evidence, unsustainable. But the fact that it is so widely believed is a phenomenon that deserves independent attention.

unique cultural experiment that was the wonder and
envy of the world, Hindustan jannat nishaan.And
Urdu is but one gem produced in this process, and
Varshatai would be hard put to find any Urdu outside
the subcontinent — except among expatriate
communities who long for its fluent eloquence, its
sinuous charm. This fact, incidentally, also trumps
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the linguistic bigots who seek to derive Urdu from
Persia and Arabia.The other range of bigots — who
seek a "pure" Sanskrit lineage for our beloved
linguistic hybrid, albeit under the name Hindi — are
also wrong, despite the geographical congruence.oth
the fake lineages rely on the entirely unsurprising
lexical borrowings — words, mainly nouns, are
borrowed from all kinds of languages, all the time,
everywhere.But the grammatical anchoring in some

incentives to try and export more.

This, in fact, has been happening and the rupee has been

going down against the dollar. This is also making
imports costlier. Overall, the foreign reserves will go
down as this has, in fact, been happening.

The effective policy rule that emerges is that the RBI should

avoid issuing fiats like bank rate changes and play the
market — take the market the way it wants it to. But there
is a contradiction here. The regulator will not know how
to play the market.In this case, the financial regulator can
get market-savvy players who will act as members of an
advisory panel. But one overriding rule must emerge. The
advisory panel members should not become guilty of
conflict of interest — advise the regulator in the morning
and themselves play the market on their own money in the
afternoon!

has often called for long-term prison planning.
But state action remains slow and indifferent.
Staff shortages are severe. Correctional vacancies
reach 60 per cent in some regions. Delhi’s jails, for
example, have operated at over 250 per cent
capacity. Marginalised communities — Dalits,
tribals and Muslims — are overrepresented
behind bars. This reflects deep-rooted inequities
in the justice system.Addressing this crisis needs
political will. Fast-track courts and alternative
dispute resolution can reduce undertrial numbers.
Infrastructure investment must match rising
inmate numbers. More doctors, psychologists and
staff are urgently needed. Legal aid access must
improve for the poor. Prisons should not be sites of
prolonged punishment. They must become
centres of reform. Treating inmates with dignity

and care reflects the strength of our democracy. It is not
afavour—itis a constitutional duty.

linguistic base that is neither Sanskrit, nor Persian, However, what is of particular interest in the context of

nor Arabic, is undeniable — and unaffected by any
amount of lexical borrowing. A particular favourite
of mine is a road sign glimpsed in New Delhi,
imploring impatient motorists: "Red light jump na
karein". Despite the fact that three of the five words
in that entreaty are in English, even Varshatai would
not say that that sign is in
English.The frequently asserted
"foreignness" of Urdu is, on the
evidence, unsustainable. But the fact
that it is so widely believed is a
phenomenon that deserves
independent attention. Some years

officially endorsed louts, painting
over Urdu signage in New Delhi.
Official agencies routinely issue lists
of "foreign" — ie, Urdu —- words,
whose use is deprecated.So, indeed,
it is not just one ignorant individual
whose tantrum had to be pacified by
the Supreme Court. We confront a
widespread pathology.In the early
2020s, when Covid-19 first raised its
ominous head, there was much effort
to identify some source to blame. This was partly for
epidemiological reasons — identifying an original

the widespread belief in Urdu's "foreignness" is the
other face of the official response, which was the
attempt to defer and deny the palpable fact that the
Covid virus had achieved community spread —
indeed, "gone viral" — and, so, called for a different
epidemiological response.l would suggest that in
respect of the alleged "foreignness" of Urdu, this
error, too, has gone viral — the virus of this
particular mode of stupidity has achieved
community spread and is likely to show up in
different forms and locations.The task, then, is to
attend to particular outbreaks, as, indeed, the
Supreme Court has in the matter of Varsha Tai.

back, we witnessed the spectacle of But beyond that, we must seek to identify the "Wuhan

lab" of this particular virus. As I see it, the
identification of Urdu with Islam — the key
identification that motivates the loathing — is a
complex, multistage process and involves several
linked fraudulent claims.The first of these is the
identification of Urdu with Muslims. This claim
condenses several micro-histories, which lie beyond
my present scope. But the claim makes no sense —
neither in Tamil Nadu and Kerala, which have
substantial Muslim populations, nor, indeed, in the
Muslim-majority areas of Kashmir and East Bengal,
which latter (also later) became Bangladesh
precisely on the matter of rejecting Urdu.

source and, so, breaking the chain of But the crucial and linked fraud is the claim that the

transmission.But considering that this desire to
identify a "culprit" went all the way from the
Tablighi Jamaat to the "Wuhan lab" and the wet
market there, we are dealing with other, less
honourable reasons, like deflecting responsibility.

Muslims of the subcontinent are themselves, en
masse, "foreign”, invaders forever. So, Urdu equals
Muslim equals foreign. This is, of course, the key
hinge of the "Hindu" consolidation of the
Savarkarite ideology of Hindutva.
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ITR Filing For FY 2024-25:
Can Taxpayers Still Switch
Between Old And New Tax
Regimes Check Deadlines
For Salaried Employees

New Delhi. Filing your Income Tax Return (ITR)
soon? Many taxpayers have begun preparing their
income tax returns for the financial year 2024-25, as
Form 16 starts landing in the email inboxes of
salaried employees. One common question creating
a buzz among taxpayers this year is whether
individuals can switch between the old and new tax
regimes at the time of filing.

Notably, the new income tax regime was introduced by
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in Budget
2025 as an optional tax regime, effective from FY
2024-25. The Income Tax Act allows individuals to
switch between the old and new tax regimes while
filing their ITR. This means that even if a salaried
employee chose the old regime for TDS during the
year, they can still opt for the new regime while filing
if it offers better tax savings. Similarly, those who
selected the new regime for TDS can switch to the
old one at the time of filing.

Old Vs New Tax Regime: How To Switch While filing
your income tax return, you'll be asked: “Are you
opting out of the new tax regime under Section
115BAC?” If you answer “Yes,” it means you want
to go with the old tax regime. If you choose “No,”
your return will be filed under the new regime, which
is the default option. Section 115BAC defines the tax
slabs and rules for the new tax regime.

Old Vs New Tax Regime: What Is Right Time To
Switch

You can switch between the old and new tax regimes
only if you file your ITR on or before the due date. If
you miss the deadline and file a belated return, your
ITR will be processed under the new tax regime by
default. In such cases, the income tax portal won’t
allow you to switch to the old regime.

ITR Filing Deadlines In 2025

The last date to file Income Tax Returns for individuals
and salaried employees who don’t need a tax audit is
July 31,2025. For those who do need a tax audit (but
not involving international transactions), the
deadline is October 31, 2025—if the audit report is
submitted by September 30.

FPls turn net buyers; inject
Rs 8,500-crore in holiday-
shortened week

NEW DELHI. Foreign investors have infused
nearly Rs 8,500 crore in the country's equity
markets last week, after a phase of heavy outflows
earlier in the month, supported by renewed
investor confidence, resilient domestic economy
and relative insulation from global trade
disruptions.During the holiday-truncated week
ended April 18, Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
made a net investment of Rs 8,472 crore in
equities.This includes withdrawal of Rs 2,352
crore on April 15, but investment of Rs 10,824
crore in the following two days, data with the
depositories showed.While the recent uptick in
FPI activity signals a potential shift in sentiment,
the sustainability of these flows will hinge on the
evolving trajectory of global macroeconomic
conditions, stability in the US trade policy, and the
continued strength of India's domestic growth
outlook, Himanshu Srivastava, Associate director -
Manager Research, Morningstar Investment, said.

During the week, trading took place on just three
days from April 15 to 17 -- Tuesday, Wednesday;,
and Thursday.The stock market was closed on
Monday and Friday due to Ambedkar Jayanti and
Good Friday, respectively.Overall, FPIs pulled out
Rs 23,103 crore from the equities in April so far,
taking the total outflow to Rs 1.4 lakh crore since
the beginning 0f 2025, data showed.The initial part
of the month was marked by aggressive FPI
selling, driven largely by global uncertainties
stemming from the US tariff policy
developments.However, renewed investor
confidence was supported by India's resilient
domestic economy, relative insulation from global
trade disruptions, and comparatively attractive
valuations given recent correction in the Indian
equity markets, Srivastava said.

Grey areas of using
corporate funds for personal
luxury

New Delhi. These days, executive compensation of
promoters and professional executive directors of
listed companies are closely scrutinised by
shareholders. The compensation awards by the
company are put to vote by shareholders. But being
ordinary resolutions where even the promoters get
to vote almost all compensation proposals pass
through easily. There is a reason for regulators to
considering barring promoters from voting on
compensations awarded to themselves.

However, what is usually not very transparent are the
perquisites, the perks and benefits that don’t always
show up in the main compensation package. In
many Indian companies, top executives enjoy a
range of benefits beyond their salary. These
include:

Fully furnished houses

Electricity, gas, water bills

Club memberships

Medical reimbursements

Company cars with drivers

Telephone, internet at home

Leave travel for executive sand their family

Some of these perks are allowed and even tax-
exempt. For example, if a car or a phone is used
strictly for company work, it doesn’t count as a
perk. But how can one prove that? Things start to
blur. One company even had put out detailed
explanation stating “eligible for leave travel
concession, for self and family once in a year for
any destination in India, which shall not be included
in the computation of the ceiling on perquisites.

India’s Forex, Money Markets Have
Doubled In Last 4 years: RBl Governor

New Delhi. India’s financial markets have

developed into a dynamic and resilient
force to fuel economic growth with an
almost doubling of the foreign exchange
market from $32 billion in 2020 to $60
billion in 2024 and the average daily
volumes in the overnight money
markets surging from about Rs 3 lakh
crore to over Rs 5.4 lakh in this four-year
period, according to RBI Governor
Sanjay Malhotra. There has also been a
40 per cent surge in average daily
volumes in the government securities
(G-secs) markets to Rs 66,000 crore
over the same period. Addressing the
24th FIMMDA-PDAI annual
conference in Bali this weekend,
Malhotra said the levels of transparency
in Indian markets are at par with the best
in the world.With recent regulatory
reforms, we have seen greater product
and participant diversity, and the
onshore and offshore markets have
become tightly integrated,” he pointed
out. Malhotra said all the financial
market segments of the country,
including Forex, G-sec, and Money

Markets, have largely remained stable.
While the Rupee came under a bit of
pressure a few months ago, it has fared
better thereafter and regained some lost
ground.The foreign exchange markets
are reasonably liquid with narrow bid-
ask spreads. There is growing
transparency in this market. All FX
derivatives are reported to the Trade
Repository, and reporting of cash and
spot transactions has commenced. A
bulk of FX spot transactions are traded
on electronic trading platforms (ETPs).

Authorised trading platforms are also

available for forward transactions, but
there appears to be a preference for such
trades to take place bilaterally. Trading
on ETPs enhances transparency and
market efficiency. We would like to see
an increasing share of transactions done
on ETPs, he said..Malhotra further
stated that fair treatment of customers
and transparency in forex pricing for the
smaller and less sophisticated customers
continue to engage the RBI’s attention.
“Much more can be and needs to be done
here. Divergence in pricing in FX

markets for the small and large
customers is far wider than what can be
justified by operational considerations.

FX-Retail, a transparent platform for

undertaking FX transactions, has

witnessed a lukewarm response, and our
feedback is that this is largely due to the
reluctance of banks to offer the platform
to their customers,” The RBI governor
said.He highlighted that there are
regulations in place to ensure
transparency in pricing for retail
customers, including a mandate for
disclosing the mid-market or interbank

rate to customers. As an industry, there is
a need for market-makers to introspect
and assess in what ways they can
effectively deliver on these regulatory
and fiduciary mandates, he added.
Malhotra further stated that the RBI
has recently announced that access
to FX Retail will also be provided
through the Bharat Connect
platform. In the first phase, a pilot to
facilitate the purchase of US dollars
by individuals is planned.
Subsequently, its scope will be
expanded based on the experience
L gained.He urged all the financial

market participants, including

Authorised Dealers, to extend their

full cooperation in ensuring that the
pilot is implemented smoothly and
successfully. He red-flagged the use of
banking channels for activities on
unauthorised FX trading platforms.
“This calls for greater vigilance and
stronger efforts by banks to create
awareness among their customers about
the perils of using such platforms,” the
RBI Governor said.

India-US trade talks from April 23, tariffs,
customs negotiations on agenda: Report

New Delhi. Indian and US officials will
hold three-day talks from April 23 in
Washington for a proposed trade pact
with terms of references (ToRs)
covering around 19 chapters, such as
tariffs, non-tariff barriers, and customs
facilitation, official sources said.

The Indian official team is visiting the
US to give further impetus to the

negotiations in the 90-day tariff pause

window and discuss these ToRs to
iron out differences on certain issues
before formally launching talks for
the bilateral trade agreement (BTA).

India's chief negotiator, Additional
Secretary in the Department of
Commerce Rajesh Agrawal, will lead
the team for the first in-person talks
between the two countries. Agrawal
was appointed as the next commerce
secretary on April 18. He will assume
office from October 1.

"Both sides will discuss the level of
ambition. The ToRs will be further
developed and discussed. What will be
the pathway for talks? The ToRs will
include issues like tariffs, non-tariff
barriers, rules of origin, goods,
services, custom facilitation and
regulatory issues," the official said,

adding general contours of the pact
will be discussed, besides scheduling,
so that things can be finalised in 90
days. The three-day deliberations
assume significance, as a senior
government official had recently stated
that an interim trade agreement
between the two countries could be

J
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finalised in the 90-day tariff pause

announced by the Trump
administration if it is a "win-win" for
both sides.

In international trade parlance, the level
of ambition refers to the extent to
which two countries are willing to
commit to specific trade liberalisation
measures. The visit also follows senior
official-level talks held between the

two countries last month here.

Brendan Lynch, the Assistant US Trade
Representative for South and Central
Asia, was in India from March 25 to 29
for crucial trade discussions with
Indian officials.

The two sides are keen to utilise the 90-
day tariff pause, announced by US

President Donald Trump on April 9,

to push the talks. On April 15,

Commerce Secretary Sunil

Barthwal had stated that India will

try to close the negotiations as

quickly as possible with the US.

India and the US have been

engaged in negotiating a bilateral

trade agreement since March. Both
sides have targeted to conclude the
first phase of the pact by the fall

(September-October) of this year,
with an aim to more than double the
bilateral trade to USD 500 billion by
2030, from about USD 191 billion,
currently.

In a trade pact, two countries either
significantly reduce or eliminate
customs duties on the maximum
number of goods traded between them.
They also ease norms to promote trade
in services and boost investments.

Can You Open More Than One PPF Account & Are
NRIs Eligible For It— Here's What Rules Say

New Delhi.The Public Provident Fund
(PPF) stands as a prominent savings
instrument in India. It is widely used
for its secure returns and tax benefits.
It’s a go-to choice for long-term goals
like retirement or your child’s
education. However, many people
wonder if they can have more than
one PPF account? In this article, we
break down the rules and clear up the
confusion.PPF Rule: Only One
AccountAllowed

Fullscreen

According to the Public Provident
Fund Act of 1968, each person is
allowed to open only one PPF
account. This rule is strictly followed

and only the deposited amount
without any interest will be
refunded.Is It Possible to Open a PPF
Account for a Minor?Yes, itis! While
you can’t have more than one PPF
account in your own name, you can
open one on behalf of your minor
child. Just keep in mind, the total
contribution to both accounts
combined can't go beyond Rs 1.5
lakh in a financial year.

For instance, if you invest Rs 1 lakh in
your own PPF account, you can only
put Rs 50,000 into your child’s
account that year which keeps the
total within the Rs 1.5 lakh annual
limit.

across all banks and post offices. If CanYouOpenalJoint PPF Account?

someone ends up with more than one
account, the extra ones will be closed

No, joint PPF accounts are not allowed.
A PPF account can only be held in

one person’s name and it can’t be
shared with a spouse, child, or
anyone else.Are NRIs Allowed to
Open or Maintain PPF Accounts?

NRIs cannot open new PPF accounts.
However, if they had one before
becoming an NRI they can continue
contributing until the account
matures (15 years), but they can’t
extend it beyond that.What to Do If
You Accidentally Opened a Second
PPF Account?

[f you’ve accidentally opened two PPF
accounts, don’t worry—just act
quickly. Contact the bank, post
office, or the Finance Ministry right
away. They’ll close the extra account
and return the money you deposited,
but keep in mind, you won’t earn any
interest on thatamount.

Bank Nifty In Focus After
Robust 04 Results By Leading
Private Lenders

Mumbai. Robust results by leading private
lenders like HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank
reflect rising investor confidence in the sector’s
fundamentals, and the stock market is likely to
respond positively to their Q4 FY25 results
when it opens on Monday, according to
analysts. The Bank Nifty index surged by 2.2
per cent on April 17 to close at 54,290.20, just
177 points shy of its 52-week high of
54,467.35. The rally was driven by strong gains
in heavyweight constituents like HDFC Bank
and ICICI Bank. The overall banking space
showed impressive strength, reflecting rising
investor confidence in the sector’s
fundamentals.India’s largest private sector
lender HDFC Bank posted 6.7 per cent (year-
on-year) rise in standalone net profit to Rs
17,616 crore in the fourth quarter pf FY25.On a
sequential basis, net profit rose by 5.3 per cent.
ICICI Bank, India’s second-largest private
sector lender, reported strong financial results
for the fourth quarter of FY25, with its net profit
rising 18 per cent year-on-year (YoY) to Rs
12,630 crore.Yes Bank also reported a strong
performance in the January-March 2025
quarter (Q4), with its net profit rising 63.7 per
cent year-on-year (YoY) to Rs 738.12 crore.
According to market watchers, technically,
Bank Nifty has formed a strong bullish candle
on the daily chart, making a high of 54,407.20
— just 60 points away from its all-time high.
Over the last seven trading sessions, the index
has gained a remarkable 10.68 per cent, rallying
over 3,250 points from its recent swing low.

“The consistent one-way move, along with a
close near 54,290 on strong volumes, signals
aggressive buying interest and sustained bullish
momentum. Any dips towards 53.600 or 53,000
are expected to be used as buying opportunities
by market participants,” said Kailash
Rajwadkar of Choice Broking.

Additionally, both PSU and private banking
indices are showing bullish setups. The PSU
Bank index has confirmed an inverted Head
&amp; Shoulders breakout, reinforcing the
case for further upside.If Bank Nifty manages
to close above 54,300 convincingly, it could
potentially head towards the 55,000 and 56,000
levels in the coming sessions, as per Fibonacci
extension targets. The overall trend remains
firmly positive with strong sectoral
participation, said Rajwadkar.

BluSmart Allegations Will Erode Investor

Trust, Warns Former BSE Chairman S

Going forward, Ravi
suggested that startups and
the promotors should
communicate more and make
more honest disclosures to
stop such incidents.

New Delhi. S Ravi, former chairman of

the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE),
expressed deep concern over the recent
allegations surrounding BluSmart,
adding that such incidents will damage
investor trust and tarnish the broader
perception of the startups.

S Ravi (Sethurathnam Ravi), the former

BSE chairman and founder of Ravi
Rajan & Co, warned that such actions
could shake the confidence of investors
in the new ventures and tarnish the
credibility of even the well-established
startups.Recently, market regulator
Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) flagged issues related to alleged
fund diversion and document
falsification against Gensol Engineering

Ltd, which impacted BluSmart, leading
to the closure of services of the
company.Anmol Singh Jaggi along with
his brother Puneet Singh Jaggi are the
co-founders of BluSmart and directors
at Gensol Engineering, an Ahmedabad-
based solar engineering and services
firm. Both have stepped down from the
post of directors after the SEBI notice.

"It is not good for two reasons. Once the

new investors, new companies will
come there, these people (Investors)
wont start funding them at all, (They
will) stop funding. They'll feel that the

startups are only personal gains and
valuations, so it's not a good, thing at
all," former BSE chairman said.

"The second from a very good brand

because BluSmart is not a very small
brand because it's very well built. They
demolished it...they demolished it for
personal gains. They would have made
their money, but you know this shortcut
is not right," the former BSE chairman
added.Former BSE chairman
highlighted that there were allegations
of insider trading as well as
mismanagement and fund diversion. By

definition, insider trading is buying or
selling a company's stocks using
confidential, non-public
information."There were two trigger
points. First of all, the pricing which
happened of the share. There were a lot
of complaints about insider trading.
Second, there was a vision blower, and
there were complaints against this
company. SEBI went into an
investigation and gave an interim
order. In the interim order, they found
certain deficiencies. The deficiencies
came out in that order, which was
diversion of funds. Second point that
came out was a misstatement," he
added.
Going forward, Ravi suggested that
startups and the promotors should
communicate more and make more
honest disclosures to stop such
incidents. "The startup community must
start communicating now with all the
lenders and stakeholders and show
confidence that they are all working
together in a good governance
structure," he added.Talking about the
roles of independent directors and
auditors, he asserted that promotors
should provide accurate information for
better disclosures.
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Delhi building collapse: Tales of loss,

_courage and grief amid debrls pile-up

Locals say

NEW DELHI. A young woman
displayed remarkable courage

they heard a

when she managed to rescue her
parents from the debris of a
collapsed building in Mustatabad

loud noise

carly Saturday morning. Her family
had been living there as tenants for

when the

over a decade. Tragically, she was
unable to save her two brothers —

building
collapsed but

one of whom was the family’s sole
breadwinner.A relative of the house
owner, Tahseen, said he had already
suffered a devastating loss during

couldn’t see

the 2020 Delhi riots following the
CAA-NRC protests. “His son Aas

anything due

Mohammad had gone out for some
work and never returned. On March

to thick dust,

9, his decomposed body was
recovered from the Gokulpuri

only screams

drain,” the relative said. In this
tragedy. seven members of

came out.

Tahseen’s family lost their lives.
Rehana Khatoon’s brother, Shahzad
Ahmed (48), said Shahid was a

tenant of Tahseen. “He and his ™

wife, Rehana were injured,
while their two sons, Danish
and Naved, died. Their
daughter, Neha Parveen,
sustained minor injuries. They
lived on the third floor,” he said.
“My niece called me at 3.07 am
and asked me to reach .
Mustafabad as the building
where they lived had collapsed.
She said she was lucky not to get
trapped inside. She managed to
rescue her parents but couldn’t save
her brothers, Danish and Naved,”
he added.Shahid worked in a
chemical-related job in Karawal
Nagar but lost sight in one eye after
a chemical accident. “He had
surgery, but it wasn’t successful. He
stopped working as he couldn’t see
properly after 6 pm.” said
Ahmed."Danish, a scrap dealer.
was the family’s breadwinner.
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Naved was a college student.” They
had been renting the house for 13 to
14 years. “The building wasn’t very
old and had four shops on the
ground floor,” Ahmed added.
Reshma’s  brother-in-law, Rashid
(26), who lives nearby, said, “I
heard a loud noise and checked
from my terrace but didn’t realise
the collapsed building was
Reshma’s. Later, people informed
me and I rushed to the spot. I also
called Reshma’s other brother-in-
law, Alim Ali, who came from Loni

in UP. Reshma was a housewife
and her husband, Ahmed Nabi
(36). works as a tailor."Nabi’s
nephew, Gulam Hussain (24),
said he identified family
members when they were
rescued and had stayed at the
hospital since. “My nieces, Tanu
and Alia, and nephew, Alfez,
have received fractures,” he said.
Reshma’s brother, Farmood (35),
took a bus from Moradabad, UP,
and reached Delhi by 5 am.

He suspected that ongoing
construction at a meat shop on the
ground floor might have weakened
the structure.“There were one-
room flats on each floor. Two
families were living on one floor.
The first floor belonged to the
owner, Tehseen. and there were
eight people on that floor, four on
the second, and ten tenants in total,”
he said.

Delhi-NCR braces for more
storms as IMD forecasts cloudy

skies, gusty winds

NEW DELHI. A day after parts of Delhi-NCR
experienced a sudden spell of thunderstorms, lightning
and rain, bringing much-needed reliefto the residents of
the area who have been wilting under the scorching heat,
the weather department has warned of more storms and
lightning strikes on Sunday and in the coming
week.Parts of Delhi and its surrounding areas

experienced a briel bul

intense spell of rain on

Friday evening and

central, southern, and

western parts of the
national capital,
including areas like

Burari, Rohini, Badli,

Model Town, Karawal
Nagar, and many more, saw light to moderate rainfall,
accompanied by gusty winds and thunderstorms.

According to the IMD, the weather on Sunday, April 20,
will be cloudy, and the maximum temperature will be 38
degrees Celsius, and the minimum temperature will be
25 degrees Celsius.

The cloudy conditions are expected to last till Monday,
and the maximum temperature will be 39 degrees
Celsius, and the minimum temperature will be 25
degrees Celsius, bringing much-needed relief to people
and animals alike. The weather department has
predicted strong winds on April 22

3 dead, dozens rescued as flash
floods, landslides ravage J&K's

Ramban

NEW DELHLFlash floods triggered by intense
overnight rainfall wreaked havoc in Dharamkund
village near the Chenab River in Jammu and Kashmir's
Ramban district, claiming three lives and leaving one
person missing. The natural calamity, accompanied by
landslides and hailstorms, caused significant damage
to property and infrastructure, displacing dozens of
families.According to local authorities, the water level
in a nearby nallah surged dramatically due to relentless
rain, turning into a flash flood that entered
Dharamkund village near the Chenab bridge.

Ten houses were completely destroyed, while 25 1o 30
others suffered partial damage. Despite the destruction,
a swift response by the Dharamkund police and district
administration ensured the safe evacuation of nearly 90
to 100 people who had been trapped in the affected
area.

Videos from the site captured the full scale of the
destruction-mud-filled waters rushing through homes,
collapsed structures, and vehicles damaged by debris.

Visuals also showed dozens of residents, including
women and children, being escorted to safer areas by
rescue teams as water continued to rise in several parts
ofthe village.

Union Minister Jitendra Singh acknowledged the gravity

of the situation and commended the district
administration for its timely and efficient response.

There was a heavy hailstorm, multiple landslides, and
fast winds throughout the night in the Ramban region,
including arcas surrounding Ramban town. The
National Highway stands blocked, and unfortunately,
there have been three casualties and loss of property for
several families," Singh said in a statement.

He added that he was in constant touch with Deputy
Commissioner Baseer-ul-Haq Chaudhary and assured
that all necessary assistance, including financial aid,
was being extended to the affected families."If need be,
whatever more is required can be provided from my
personal resources as well. The request is not to panic-
we shall all, together, overcome this natural calamity,"
the minister said.Scenes of devastation unfolded across
Ramban, with visuals showing damaged houses and
vehicles caught in landslides.

AAP BJP gear up for MCD mayoral polls with
experienced contenders; nominations close April 21

NEW DELHI. With the MCD
mayoral elections approaching,
both the ruling AAP and the
opposition BIP are strategising to
secure victories for their respective
candidates.Sources said the BIP is
planning to field councillors with
prior experience in holding top
positions within the civic body. This
comes as several senior councillors
from the party were recently elected
as MLAs in the Delhi Assembly
elections.

AAP is likely to nominate its ﬂulmg i

mayor and deputy mayor again.
Bothbelong to reserved categories, and
the party believes this move could lead
to cross-voting in its favour.
Meanwhile, several names from both
parties are being discussed, as April 21
is the last date for nominations. The
election is scheduled for April 25.

From the BJP, key contenders include
Leader of Opposition Raja Igbal,
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Despite its loss in the 2022 MCD
elections, the BIP is now in a
position to form the government.
The party aims to select
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Sandeep Kapoor, Yogesh Verma, Jai
Bhagwan, and Parvesh Wahi. In AAP,
Mahesh Kichi may contest again.
Additionally, the Leader of House and
six-time councillor Mukesh Goel,
along with Ankush Narang and Sarika
Choudhary, are also likely candidates.
These individuals are regarded as
senior leaders due to their past roles in
either the party or the Corporation.

committee roles.

“The party is carefully selecting

candidates for the mayor and deputy
mayor posts. Most senior councillors
like Rekha Gupta, Ravinder Negi,
Shikha Roy, and Poonam Sharma have
become MLAs, so we are focusing on
leaders who can ensure victory and
efficiently handle AAP in daily
operations,” said a BJP source.

Be alert against online booking scams
iurgeting pilgrims, tourists: MHA

NEW DELHL. The Ministry of
Home Affairs’ (MHA) cyber 1-
security arm 14C on Saturday +
issued a nationwide alert
about a sharp rise in online
booking frauds, mostly
targeting religious pilgrims
and unsuspecting tourists.

Officials said the Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre
(14C) said that the cyber
frauds are noticed to be
executed through fake
websites, social media pages,
WhatsApp accounts and sponsored
advertisements on platforms like
Google and Facebook,

A senior MHA official said, “The [4C has
alerted the public about online booking
frauds. especially those largeting
religious pilgrims and tourists across
the country.”According to 14C, these
scams lure victims with offers like
helicopter bookings for Kedarnath and
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hotel accommodations, online cab or
taxi services, and religious tourism

packages, they said.Even as such
websites and their profiles apparently
look legitimate, users. who make
payments, often receive no
confirmation or service, and are unable
to contact the service providers
afterwards."To protect citizens, 14C
urges the public to remain vigilant and
verify the authenticity of websiles
before making any payments. It asked

the Char Dham yatra, guest house and

the public to be cautious while clicking

on sponsored or unfamiliar links
on Google. Facebook., or
WhatsApp and use only official
government websites or trusted
travel agencies for bookings,” the
official said.

It is also informed that in a bid to
counter the menace, the 14C is
employing a multi-pronged
strategy like scam signal
exchange with intermediaries like
Google, WhatsApp, and
Facebook to flag and remove

suspicious content; enforcement under
which identification of cybercrime
hotspots and coordination with state
and UT police for local action; and
cyber patrolling to detect and
takedown of fake sites, the officials
said. They added that the agency is also
considering provisioning hassle-free
reporting through a feature on the
cybercrime portal, which now allows
quick verification and reporting of
suspicious websites.

United Left Panel accuses ABVP
of violence during JNUSU poll
process; demands free and fair
elections

NEW DELHI. The United Left Panel,
comprising AISA and DSF, held a press
conference at the INU campus gate on Saturday,
condemning alleged violence by ABVP during
the JNUSU polls nomination withdrawal
processon April 17and 18.

AISA Campaign Coordinator Dhananjay claimed
ABVP members stormed into the Election
Committee (EC) office, pelted stones, broke
barricades. and chased EC members, disrupting
the process. He alleged they heckled EC
officials and security personnel, threatening the
democratic process.

On April 18, when the EC extended the
nomination withdrawal deadline by 30 minutes,
Dhananjay alleged that ABVP
members—including Vikas Patel, Prafful Patel,
and others—resorted to further violence,
damaging property and attempting to intimidate
EC members.DSF’s Anagha described how EC
members tried to block the attackers by
barricading the doors with furniture, but ABVP
members allegedly forced entry, endangering
EC members’ safety. The AISA-DSF panel
urged the JINU administration lo ensure a free &
fairpolls.

JEE-Main 2025 result: 24
candidates get 100 percentile,
Rajasthan leads with highest

number of toppers

NEW DELHI. Twenty-four candidates scored a

perfect 100 in the engineering entrance JEE
(Main) 2025, the results of which were
announced by the National Testing Agency
(NTA) on Saturday.

Rajasthan, India’s coaching hub, had the highest

number of candidates with a perfect score with as
many as seven scoring 100 percentile.Two
female students - Devdutta Majhi from Weslt
Bengal and Sai Manogna Guthikonda from
Andhra Pradesh - are among the top scorers, who
appeared for the Jomt Entrance Exam (JEE)
main paper | B.E./B.Tech exams.

While seven toppers are from Rajasthan, three

each are from Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and
Mabharashtra. It is followed by two each from
Delhi, West Bengal and Gujarat. One topper each
is from Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.The
examination was held in April across nine shifts
at 531 centres in 300 cities, including 15 outside
India.While 21 top-scoring candidates are from
the General category, the list includes one
candidate each from the Scheduled Caste (SC).
Scheduled Tribe (ST) and the Other Backwards
Classes (OBC) categories.

The results of 110 candidates found using unfair

means, including forged documents. were
withheld. A total of 10,611,840 students registered
for the second session of JEE Main 2025 paper.
Ofthem, 9.92,350 appeared in the second edition
of the crucial exam.According to officials, NTA
scores are not the same as the percentage of
marks obtained but normalised scores.NTA
scores are normalised scores across multi-
session papers and are based on the relative
performance of all those who appeared for the
examination in one session, officials explained.

The marks obtained are converted into a scale

ranging from 100 to 0 for cach session of
examineces, NTA score is not the same as the
percentage of marks obtained, NTA clarified.

Based on the results of JEE (Main) Paper 1 and

Paper 2, the candidates will be shortlisted to
appear for JEE (Advanced), which is a one-stop
exam for admission to the 23 premier Indian
Institutes of Technology (I1Ts)."For those
candidates who appeared in both sessions of the
examination, the best NTA score of both sessions
has been declared,” the officials added.

BrahMos export: Second battery of
missile shipped out for Philippines

L
~The training focused
on the operations
and maintenance of
some of the most
important logistics
packages of SBASMS
to be delivered to the

Philippines.
i

NEW DELHI. The second battery of the
BrahMos cruise missile has been moved
out for the Philippines, marking a
milestone in Indian defence exports.“The
second battery of the missile has been sent
in a ship this time.” a defence source said,
confirming the development. “The first

battery was sent in April 2024 in an IAF  As per the initial deal, the Philippines will The operator training for the missile system

The deal with the Philippines

As reported by this newspaper,

aircrafl, with support coming from civil
aircraft agencies. The long-haul flight
carrying the heavy load was a non-stop

six-hour journey before the
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was announced in January |
2022 for the supply of the
BrahMos supersonic cruise
missile, making it the
country’s first major defence
export order.

the Philippines Department
of National Defence issued
the ‘Notice of Award’ to
India’s BrahMos Aerospace

L b e

Private Limited, approving a $374.96
million (°2.700 crore) contract for the
purchase of a shore-based anti-ship

missile system (SBASMS) from India.

package.

get three batteries for the missile system,
which has a range of 290 kilometres and a
speed of 2.8 Mach (around 3.400 kms,
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thrice the speed of sound). The deal also
encompassed training for operators and
the necessary integrated logistics support

was conducted in February 2023 for 21
personnel of the Philippine Navy. The
training focused on the operations and
maintenance of some of the
most important logistics
packages of SBASMS to be
delivered to the Philippines.
Also, as reported first by this
v newspaper, in January this
year Indonesia’s defence
ministry sent a letter regarding
a $450 million BrahMos deal
to the Indian embassy in
Jakarta. India has been in talks
with Indonesia, Thailand, and
a few other nations that have
shown interest in the system.
The BrahMos missile can be
launched from submarines,
ships, aircraft or land.
According to sources, the missile —a
collaboration between India and
Russia—is undergoing a process where
83% of its components are being
indigenised.
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|llinois plane crash: Four
killed after aircraft goes
down in Trilla

world. A single-engine Cessna C180G plane crashed
in a field near Trilla, Illinois, on Saturday morning,
resulting in the deaths of all four people on board
including two men and two women, the Associated
Press reported citing officials.Coles County Coroner
Ed Schniers confirmed the victims were two men and
two women but said additional details will be
released after their families have been notified.

According to the National Transportation Safety Board,

the plane went down shortly after 10 am, reportedly
hitting power lines before the crash.“Terrible news
out of Coles County,” said Governor JB Pritzker in a
statement, adding that state officials are monitoring
the situation and offering support to those affected.

The Illinois crash is the latest in a series of general
aviation accidents in the US. In 2022, the NTSB
recorded over 1,300 such incidents, resulting in
nearly 350 fatalities. Many of these were linked to
pilot error, poor weather judgment, or collisions with
obstacles like trees or power lines.

"No Choice But To Keep
Fighting": Netanyahu Vows
To Continue Gaza Offensive

Tel Aviv.Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has pledged to continue military operations in Gaza

and emphasised that Israel must keep fighting to
ensure its survival, despite increasing opposition,
according to areport by CNN.In a pre-recorded video
Saturday night, Netanyahu said Israel has "no choice"
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This Pain Is Hard": Robert F Kennedy's
Daughter On His Assassination Files

Washington, United States.Robert F
Kennedy's daughter Kerry on Saturday
described the "pain" she and her family felt
on seeing photos published by the Trump
administration of her father's autopsy after
his 1968 assassination.President Donald
Trump signed an executive order in January
to declassify remaining secret files on the
1960s killings of President John F Kennedy,
his younger brother and former attorney
general Robert F. Kennedy, and civil rights
leader Martin Luther King Jr.Following the
Friday release, remembering her father
"will be hard in a new and unimaginable
way," Kerry Kennedy posted to X."We
won't just see him as we remember him.
Instead, we'll be confronted with graphic,
explicit photos of his mangled body from
an autopsy report," she added. Trump had
said in January that "everything will be
revealed" as he ordered the records released,
in an apparent bid to clear up conspiracy
theories around the assassinations.The
Republican leader had accepted redactions

Bangladesh seeks Interpol red corner
notice against ex-PM Sheikh Hasina

world. The Bangladesh Police has

submitted a request to Interpol for a

over national security concerns in a tranche
of archives he ordered released during his
first term, but later promised the full
records.Director of National Intelligence
(DNI) Tulsi Gabbard had posted Friday,
also on X, that she was "honored... to

lead the declassification efforts and to ¥

shine a long-overdue light on the
truth."The 10,000 pages relating to
Robert Kennedy released this week will
be followed by a further 50,000
discovered "in the course of searching

FBI and CIA warehouses," Gabbard " 2

added.Kennedy's son Robert F |
Kennedy Jr has become close to Trump
and is now serving as his secretary of
Health and Human Services.The
younger Kennedy had questioned the
official conclusion that Jordanian-born
Sirhan Sirhan, convicted of RFK's June
1968 murder, fired the fatal shot, and he had
pressed Trump to release all remaining
information.Sirhan, who was apprehended
in the hotel where the 42-year-old Kennedy

process,” he added, Dhaka Tribune
further reports. The Bangladesh Police

was shot, remains in prison. Some
conspiracy theorists have suggested that a
second gunman fired the fatal shot, but a
voluminous review by the FBI concluded

that "the overwhelming evidence
underscores the fact that Sirhan Sirhan was
the sole assassin."Kennedy told the
Washington Post on Friday that he did not
"expect there would be a smoking gun in
any of this" to back his theory of CIA
involvement in his father's murder.He

acknowledged to the Post that "it was an
agonizing choice for me" when Trump
asked him whether the autopsy photos
should be included.But "the public interest
in full disclosure outweighs our
family's interest," he said.DNI
Gabbard on Friday offered her
"deepest thanks for Bobby
Kennedy and his families'
support."But Kerry Kennedy, in her
post on X, wrote, "I did not support
this."

o - She took a broader swipe at the

Trump administration, under which
she said "countless others are
suffering even more" than the
Kennedys.Kerry Kennedy pointed
especially to migrants deported to
El Salvador, laid-off federal workers and
transgender people fearing for their
rights."The Trump administration may
think they can bury us with pain, but we
will rise from it, louder and fiercer than
ever," she wrote.

Kulbhushan Jadhav's
right to appeal denied,
Pak cites loophole in
UN court order

red notice against deposed Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and 11 others
amid allegations of conspiring to

processes such requests based on
appeals from courts, public
prosecutors, or investigating agencies,

but to keep fighting "for our very own existence until

victory."Netanyahu urged "perseverance and

world. Indian national Kulbhushan Jadhav, who is

resilience" in defeating Hamas and rescuing the 59
hostages still held in Gaza.Netanyahu cited Hamas'
refusal of a recent Israeli ceasefire proposal as a
reason Israel will continue its bombardment of Gaza.
Israel's proposal called for the disarmament of Gaza
and did not include a permanent end to the war, both
of which have been red lines for Hamas, CNN
reported."If we surrender to Hamas's demands now,
all the tremendous achievements gained by our
soldiers, our fallen, and our wounded heroes--those
achievements will simply be lost," Israeli PM said.

Meanwhile, the Hostage Families Forum Headquarters
criticised Netanyahu's latest address, accusing him of
lacking a clear "plan" for securing the release of
hostages.Many words and slogans will not succeed in
hiding the simple truth -- Netanyahu has no plan. It's
no surprise there was no time for questions --
otherwise, he would have had to answer the most
basic one: What exactly is the State of Israel doing to
immediately bring back all 59 hostages," the forum
said.Earlier, Israeli soldiers had signed a letter calling
for an end to the war in Gaza and speeding up
negotiations for the return of native captives from the
war-torn territory.Earlier this week, Al Jazeera cited
Israeli Army Radio as stating that a group of 150
Golani Brigade members have joined the call to end
the war, adding their names to thousands of others ina
sign of dissent that has alarmed the Israeli
government.

US Administration Urges
Court To Allow Deportations
Under Alternative Laws:
Report

Washington. After the US Supreme Court
temporarily barred the deportation of migrants,
President Donald Trump's administration has urged
the top court to allow the use of alternative laws to
remove a group of Venezuelan migrants detained in
Texas, CNN reported.Following the Supreme
Court's order, the US Justice Department argued that
the justices should deny the request to halt
deportations under the controversial wartime
authority provided by the Alien Enemies Act.

The Justice Department further urged the Supreme
Court to provide clarity that it may remove at least
some of the same migrants under less controversial
immigration laws.The Supreme Court's order did
not distinguish between deportations under the Alien
Enemies Act and other laws, CNN reported.

The court said, "The government is directed not to
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remove any member of the putative class of
detainees from the United States until further order
of this court."Earlier, the White House said in a
statement Saturday morning that "President Trump
promised the American people to use all lawful
measures to remove the threat of terrorist illegal
aliens, like members of (Venezuelan gang Tren de
Aragua), from the United States.""We are confident
in the lawfulness of the Administration's actions and
in ultimately prevailing against an onslaught of
meritless litigation brought by radical activists who
care more about the rights of terrorist aliens than
those of the American people," said press secretary
Karoline Leavitt, as reported by CNN.

Previously, a Federal Judge in Washington DC told
lawyers for migrants in Texas who believed the
Trump administration was about to swiftly deport
them under the Alien Enemies Act that he did not
have the power to pause the deportations, even
though he was concerned about the administration's
actions, CNN reported.

overthrow the interim government
led by Muhammad Yunus.The
Bangladesh Police recently filed a
case against Hasina and 72 others on
charges of hatching a conspiracy to
incite civil war and unseat the interim
administration. Hasina is facing over
100 cases, including that of mass
murder and corruption.Confirming the
development, Enamul Haque Sagor,
Assistant Inspector General (Media) at
the Police Headquarters, said, “These
applications are filed in connection
with allegations that emerge during
investigations or through ongoing case
proceedings”, as reported by Dhaka
Tribune.The red notice, if issued,

US Supreme Court halts deportation of
Venezuelan migrants under Alien Enemies Act

The US Supreme Court
temporarily halted the
deportation of Venezuelan
migrants accused of gang ties.
The Trump administration
responded, urging the justices

to lift the stay.

world. The US Supreme Court issued
a temporary order early Saturday
halting the deportation of a group of
Venezuelan migrants accused by the

Trump administration of being gang : 7

members. The deportations were
being pursued under the rarely used
1798 Alien Enemies Act, which is
typically invoked during wartime.The
stay came after the ACLU filed urgent
appeals, warning that dozens of men
were at risk of being deported without
judicial review—something the
Supreme Court had previously ruled
must be allowed."The Government is
directed not to remove any member of
the putative class of detainees from the
United States until further order of this

would assist in locating and
provisionally arresting the accused
pending extradition or similar legal
procedures. "Interpol plays akey role in
identifying the locations of fugitives
residing abroad. Once the whereabouts
of any absconding individual are
confirmed, that information is relayed
to Interpol,” said Sagor.“The request
for the red notice is currently under

Court," the justices were quoted as
saying by news agency Reuters.

Trump Administration Responds

The Trump administration quickly
responded, asking the justices to lift the
stay and arguing that the migrants had
been given sufficient notice. Solicitor

General D John Sauer also asked the
court to clarify whether the order
blocks only deportations under the
Alien Enemies Act or all removal
efforts.The White House, while
reaffirming its tough immigration
stance, made no indication it would
defy the court order.

Legal Battle Intensifies

According to the ACLU, some of the
Venezuelan men had already been
loaded onto buses and told they were

as reported by the Daily Star.The
Chief Prosecutor’s Office of the
International Crimes Tribunal had, in
November last year, formally
requested the Police Headquarters to
seek Interpol’s help in arresting
Hasina and others considered
fugitives.Hasina fled Bangladesh on
August 5 last year after a massive
student-led uprising toppled her 16-
year-old Awami League regime. She
has since been residing in India.Most of
her party leaders and ministers in her
government were arrested or fled
abroad to evade trial on charges like
crimes against humanity or mass
murders.

Dawn.

being deported, possibly to El Salvador,
when the Supreme Court stepped in.
The group was allegedly being sent to the
notorious CECOT prison, despite
claims by lawyers and relatives that

serving jail time in Pakistan over allegations of being an
Indian spy, was granted consular access only after a
2019 International Court of Justice (ICJ) verdict, but
this did not translate into the right to appeal in a higher
court, according to a report by Pakistani newspaper

These remarks were made by Pakistan's Defence
Ministry counsel to a constitution bench of the Supreme
Court on Thursday. The Pakistan Supreme Court was
hearing a case involving Pakistani citizens convicted
for their alleged role in the May 9, 2023, riots following
the arrest of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader and
former Prime Minister Imran Khan.The Defence
Ministry lawyer provided the clarification when he was

asked if the same facility of the right to appeal was
provided to Jadhav, and why it was not extended to
Pakistani citizens convicted in military courts.The
lawyer further clarified that Pakistan was found to be in
violation of Article 36 of the Vienna Convention on

they had no gang affiliations and had
been denied a chance to challenge their
deportations.Among those affected
is Diover Millan, a 24-year-old
Venezuelan with no criminal record
who was granted temporary
protected status in 2023.In an audio
clip circulating on TikTok, several
men identifying themselves as
Venezuelans said they were falsely
accused and detained at the
Bluebonnet Detention Center in
Texas.
Alien Enemies Act Invoked
The Trump administration is using the
centuries-old Alien Enemies Act to
target alleged members of Tren de
Aragua, a Venezuelan criminal gang
the US has labeled a terrorist
organization. Over 200 Venezuelan
and Salvadoran men have already been
deported—some reportedly mistakenly,
including Kilmar Abrego Garcia,
whose wrongful deportation despite
the court’s halt triggered widespread
public outrage.

Consular Relations, which allows the consular officers
ornationals of the sending state to grant consular access,
visitand communicate with nationals who are arrested.

The Supreme Court was further told that Pakistani laws
were amended following the ICJ verdict - keeping in
line with the Vienna Convention - to allow review of
military court orders.Jadhav was captured in
Balochistan in March 2016 and was sentenced to death
by a Pakistani military court in 2017 over alleged
spying charges. Pakistan claimed that Jadhav was an
agent for the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) and
had been working with Baloch separatists.On the other
hand, India denied the claims, saying that Jadhav was
picked up from Iran where he was visiting for business
purposes. Pakistan also released a video of Jadhav
'confessing' to be a RAW agent. When the matter went to
ICJ, Jadhav's death penalty was put on hold, in a major
diplomatic win for India. The primary judiciary arm of
the United Nations, also known as the World Court,
further emphasised that Jadhav should be given a fair
trial. While pronouncing the verdict, ICJ said: "Court
finds that Pakistan deprived India of the right to
communicate with and have access to Kulbhushan
Jadhav, to visit him in detention and to arrange for his
legal representation and thereby breached obligations
incumbent upon it under Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations."

No Kings In America’: Thousands

P
L]
)

Hold Anti-Trump Protests Across US

«In Washington, protesters
voiced concern that Trump
was threatening long-
respected constitutional
norms, including the right to
due process.

—

New York, United States.Thousands of
protesters rallied Saturday in New York,
Washington and other cities across the
United States for a second major round of
demonstrations against Donald Trump and
his hard-line policies.In New York, people
gathered outside the city's main library
carrying signs targeting the US president
with slogans like "No Kings in America"

and "Resist Tyranny." Many took aim at
Trump's deportations of undocumented
migrants, chanting "No ICE, no fear,
immigrants are welcome here," a reference
to the role of the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agency in rounding up
migrants.In Washington, protesters voiced
concern that Trump was threatening long-
respected constitutional norms, including
the right to due process.The administration
is carrying out "a direct assault on the idea
of the rule of law and the idea that the
government should be restrained from
abusing the people who live here in the
United States," Benjamin Douglas, 41, told
AFP outside the White House.Wearing a
keffiyeh and carrying a sign calling for the
freeing of Mahmoud Khalil, a pro-
Palestinian student protester arrested last
month, Douglas said individuals were
being singled out as "test cases to rile up
xenophobia and erode long-standing legal
protections."We are in a great danger," said
73-year-old New York protester Kathy
Valy, the daughter of Holocaust survivors,

adding that their stories of how Nazi leader
Adolf Hitler rose to power "are what's
happening here.""The one thing is that
Trump is a lot more stupid than Hitler or
than the other fascists," she said. "He's
being played... and his own team is
divided."

'Science ignored'

Daniella Butler, 26, said she wanted to "call
attention specifically to the defunding of
science and health work" by the
government.Studying for a PhD in
immunology at Johns Hopkins University,
she was carrying a map of Texas covered

with spots in reference to the ongoing
measles outbreak there.Trump's health
chief Robert F Kennedy Jr., a noted
vaccine skeptic, spent decades falsely
linking the measles, mumps, and rubella
(MMR) jab to autism."When science is
ignored, people die," Butler said.In deeply
conservative Texas, the coastal city of
Galveston saw a small gathering of anti-
Trump demonstrators."This is my fourth
protest and typically I would sit back and
wait for the next election," said 63-year-old
writer Patsy Oliver. "We cannot do that
right now. We've lost too much already."On
the West Coast, several hundred people
gathered on a beach in San Francisco to
spell out the words "IMPEACH +
REMOVE," the San Francisco Chronicle
reported.Others nearby held an upside-
down US flag, traditionally a symbol of
distress.Organizers hope to use building
resentment over Trump's immigration
crackdown, his drastic cuts to government
agencies and his pressuring of universities,
news media and law firms.
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NEWS BOX
Focus on executing yorkers:

LSG's Avesh Khan explains

his death over success vs RR

New Delhi Lucknow Super Giants pacer
Avesh Khan explained how he continues to
back himself to bowl yorkers at crucial
stages, a mindset that played a key role in
guiding his side to a narrow win over
Rajasthan Royals.

Avesh emphasised that regardless of the
number of runs left to defend, his focus
remains on executing yorkers. This approach
was on full display during RR’s 181-run
chase in Jaipur on April 19, when Avesh
delivered a brilliant final over that sealed a 2-
run win for LSG. Speaking at the post-match
press conference, Avesh reflected on how he
stayed committed to bowling yorkers even
under pressure. With RR needing 9 runs in
the final over and the dangerous Shimron
Hetmyer and Dhruv Jurel at the crease,
Avesh’s precise execution turned the tide in
Lucknow’s favour.“I just focus on the
execution — just back 100% whatever ball I

have decided to bowl. Mostly it is the yorker,
even ifitis 15 required or 20 required. I back
myself on the yorker, and that is very
important in the IPL..“When you focus
completely on the match, you focus only
where you want to bowl. Not that you want to
get the wicket of this ball or you want to
make the batter defend or you want to bowl a
dot ball,” Avesh said.“The moment I saw
him shuffle to off, I bowled the stump line,
and luckily it went to hand because he was
the only fielder there,” he added.When
Rishabh Pant handed him the final over
duties, Avesh held his nerve. Even when
David Miller dropped a catch off Shubham
Dubey on the penultimate ball with 5 runs
still to defend, Avesh didn't dwell on the
moment. Instead, he reset quickly and stuck
to his plan of targeting the blockhole."As
soon as it went up in the air and I saw that
Miller was the catcher, I thought, 'Of course
he's going to catch this.'" But when he
dropped it, I was obviously disappointed. |
then told myself, 'Avesh, the game is all
about one more ball, you just have to bowl a
yorker on middle and leg, nothing else."" he
added.Although this loss marked RR’s
second consecutive defeat by narrow
margins—after their Super Over heartbreak
against Delhi Capitals—it took nothing
away from Avesh Khan’s clutch execution
and calmness under pressure during
Saturday’s thriller in Jaipur.

IPL 2025: GT captain Shubman
Gill penalised for his team's
slow over-rate vs DC

New Delhi The BCCI has penalised Gujarat
Titans captain Shubman Gill for his team's
slow over-rate during their IPL 2025 match
against Delhi Capitals in Ahmedabad on
Saturday. Gill was fined Rs 12 lakhs for GT's
first offense of the season under Article 2.22
of the IPL's Code of Conduct, which deals
with minimum over-rate offences.Gill, who

was run out for seven runs during the match,
follows several captains who have received

similar fines this season. "As this was his
team’s first offense of the season under
Article 2.22 of the IPL’s Code of Conduct,
which pertains to minimum over-rate
offences, Gill was fined Rs 12 lakhs," the IPL
said in a statement.

Earlier, Jos Buttler overcame cramping to play
a heroic unbeaten 97-run knock to help
Gujarat Titans secure a thrilling seven-
wicket victory over Delhi Capitals on
Saturday. After the Prasidh Krishna-led
(4/41) Gujarat pacers restricted Delhi to
203/8, the home side gunned down the target
in 19.2 overs, with Buttler playing the main
role in his 54-ball knock."Really pleased
with the two points. It was a beautiful wicket
to bat on, just wanted to try and take it deep,
pick our moments to attack. We've built some
nice partnerships along the way. It's hot,
surprised how much fluid you need, how
draining it is. Cramping up and stuff. Part of
the game, you got to be fit and perform under
pressure and heat," Jos Buttler, who won the
Player of the Match, said.(On his diving
catch) I have kept poorly in the first six
games, | was determined to try and keep
better. Always nice when you manage to
hang on to one like that.

New Delhi

[CC Women's ODI World Cup 2025: Pakistan Team Will Not Travel To
India Will Play Matches At Neutral Venue Says PCB Chief Mohsin Naqvi

«Pakistan women's team

will not travel to India for
the 1CC Women's 0DI World
Cup 2025. PCB chairman
Mohsin Naqvi confirmed
their matches will be held
at a neutral venue, as
agreed under the hybrid
model.

—

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
chairman Mohsin Naqvi has confirmed
Pakistan women's team won't travel to India
for the ICC Women's ODI World Cup, set to
be held later this year.Naqvi confirmed that
Pakistan will play its matches at a neutral
venue following the acceptance of the
hybrid model agreement earlier this year.
The PCB chairman confirmed that, as India
is the host, they will decide on the neutral

venue, and the Pakistan women's team will
travel to that location to play their
matches."Everything will happen according
to the agreement. India will decide where the
match will happen because they are the
hosts. Wherever they decide, our team will
go and play there. But the Pakistan team
won't travel to India. Since there is an
agreement, it has to be adhered to," Naqvi

told reporters at LCCA Ground after the
Pakistan vs Bangladesh ICC Women's
World Cup Qualifier match.Due to strained
political relations between the two nations,
India has not toured Pakistan since 2008,
when they participated in the Asia Cup. The
two arch-rivals last played a bilateral series
in 2012-13 in India, which consisted of
white-ball matches. After that, India and

Ml vs CSK: Mitchell Santner talks up Noor
Ahmad threat for Mumbul for El Clasico

New Delhi Mitchell Santner talked about the
threat Noor Ahmad will have in the IPL El
Clasico between MI and CSK on Sunday,
April 20. Noor has been CSK's best bowler
this season as he has picked up 12 wickets in
7 matches. He started the season with a four-
wicket haul against MI in CSK's opening
match of the IPL 2025 season.Speaking at
the pre-match press conerence, Santner said
that he has seen a lot of Noor recently while
playing against him and with him in Major
League Cricket (MLC) and said that the
guess mystery of the Afghan spinner makes
him hard to pick at times.The MI all-rounder
said that if the wicket is on the slower side,
then it will be a challenge going up against
Noor and the other CSK spinners.I've seen a
lot of Noor recently. Played against him,
played with him in the MLC. He is
obviously a great bowler. 1 guess the
mystery, and he's hard to pick at times, as
we've seen through this tournament,

especially in Chennai, where there has been
a little bit of assistance,
outstanding.""If it is going to be a slightly
slower wicket like last game we know he's
gonna be a challenge if they go to other
spinners, they will be as well," said Santner.

'You have to be smart against Noor'
Santner said that the only way to tackle Noor's

threat is by being smart against him.

"I think you gotta be quite smart against him. I

think if he gets on a roll, he's
pretty tough to stop as we've seen.
He's bowled extremely well, and
he's a great guy, so I'm happy for
him," said Santner.Santner also
talked about the wicket for the
game on Sunday and said if itis a
red soil pitch, then it could be on
the slower side. However, the all-
rounder said if it is a flat track,
then it will be all about bowling
efficiently and get powerplay
wickets.

he's been "Red soil usually offers more bounce, and the

other day, it was slightly slower, so bowling
cutters worked well. If the wicket’s like that
again, we know how to approach it. But ifit’s
flat — like it was in the Bangalore game —
then it’s more about getting in and out of
overs efficiently. As we’ve seen this season,
powerplay wickets are really the only way to
slow teams down," said Santner.

Recalibrate Batting Approach’
Sanjay chgclr on RCB’s Home Woes

Former Indian cricketer Sanjay
Bangar said that Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB)
would be worried with the kind
of pitches they are getting at
home and could require
"recalibrating their batting

Bengaluru (Karnataka). RCB's poor home
run continued as they suffered their third
successive loss, losing to Punjab Kings
(PBKS) by five wickets in a low-scoring,
rain-affected, 14-over-a-side match on
Friday. They are yet to get a victory at their
home venue of the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium.Speaking on Jio stars 'Match
Centre Live' after the game, Bangar, the
JioStar expert for IPL 2025, said, "They

would be worried, to be honest, with the
kind of surfaces they are getting. Who
would have expected the amount of bounce
that was on offer on this pitch? Nobody
expected that. If that continues, this is no
longer a batting-friendly surface or venue.
RCB may need to recalibrate their batting
approach to get things back on track in home
games."He continued that a couple of early
dismissals were understandable since, in a
rain-affected match, they were trying to post
abig score, and teams usually do not have an
idea of what a big score is in such
conditions."But the way Liam Livingstone
and Jitesh (Sharma) got out, and you would
expect a little more from Krunal Pandya as

well -- those three were disappointing. At
one point, they were in danger of being
bowled out for under 50. Credit to Tim
David though -- he held on and made a bit of
a match out of it with a well-composed
drift," he concluded.Coming to the match,
PBKS won the toss and opted to field first.
In a bid to score big, RCB tried to attack and
slog at every ball, losing seven wickets for
42 runs in the process. However, a fiery half-
century from Tim David (50* in 26 balls,
with five fours and three sixes) helped RCB
reach 95/9 in 14 overs.Marco Jansen (2/10),
Yuzvendra Chahal (2/11), Arshdeep Singh
(2/23) and Harpreet Brar (2/25) consistently
troubled RCB with their bowling.During
their run-chase, PBKS also lost some
wickets as RCB did not give up easily.
PBKS was reduced to 81/5 in 11.3 overs, but
Nehal Wadhera (33* in 19 balls, with three
fours and three sixes) kept his calm and
guided his side to a win with 11 balls left.
Josh Hazlewood (3/14) was the pick of the
bowlers for RCB.David got the 'Player of
the Match' award for his fighting knock that
gave RCB something to fight for.

Pakistan have primarily faced each
other in ICC tournaments and the
Asia Cups.In February, Pakistan
hosted the Champions Trophy, but
India refused to cross the border due
to the geopolitical situation between
the two countries. As a result, the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
finally resolved the issue of hosting
rights for the Champions Trophy
2025, by deciding that the event will
be played in Pakistan, along with
another neutral venue. Additionally,
it was confirmed that the hybrid
model will be adopted for all ICC
events in the 2024-27 cycle, which
will be held in India or
Pakistan.Pakistan's women's team
booked its berth in the marquee event
by staying unbeaten in the ICC
Women's ODI World Cup Qualifiers.
Pakistan hosted the qualifiers and
won all five matches, thereby
securing a spot in the World Cup.
Bangladesh became the second team to
qualify for the tournament, ending the hopes
of Ireland, Scotland, the West Indies, and
Thailand of featuring in the tournament.

India (hosts), England, New Zealand,

Australia, South Africa, and Sri Lanka had
already qualified for the tournament, which
will run from September 26 to November 2.

Google CEQ Sundar Pichai praises

Vaibhav Suryavanshi: Woke up to
watch 8th grader

New Delhi Google CEO Sundar Pichai made

sure not to miss the historic IPL debut of 14-
year-old Vaibhav Suryavanshi, who played
his first match for Rajasthan Royals in their
clash against Lucknow Super Giants on
April 19. Pichai took to his official X
account to praise the youngster’s fearless
batting display, which included a stunning
first-ball six off Shardul Thakur.Pichai
praised Suryavanshi’s effort and admitted he
woke up specifically to catch the live action
of the RR vs LSG match to witness the debut

of the eighth-grader. His appreciation added
to the massive attention the teenager has
received since entering the IPL scene."Woke
up to watch an 8th grader play in the IPL!!!!
What a debut!," Pichai's post read.Opening
the innings for Rajasthan in their 181-run
chase against LSG, Suryavanshi came in
place of the injured Sanju Samson and
partnered with Yashasvi Jaiswal. The young
batter’s confident strokeplay lit up the Jaipur
crowd and caught the attention of former
cricketers and fans alike. Speaking on
JioHotstar, Sanjay Manjrekar noted how the
knock would surely be a proud moment for
Suryavanshi’s parents.Ever since being
picked up by RR as the youngest player in
IPL auction history, the hype surrounding
Suryavanshi had been massive. On debut, he
lived up to expectations, scoring an
impressive 34 off 20 balls. His impressive
IPL first chapter came to an end when he was
stumped by Rishabh Pant off Aiden
Markram’s bowling.Despite an 85-run
opening stand between Suryavanshi and
Jaiswal, Rajasthan’s middle order failed to
carry the momentum forward.

This edition has the best Chepauk wicket: Raina

Former CSK player & IPL

expert has confirmed the
general belief that the wicket in
Chennai have become friendly

for battin

CHENNAL Earlier in the ongoing season of

the Indian Premier League (IPL), Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) coach Stephen Fleming
quibbled about the surfaces in use at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai.
Generally considered friendly for spin,
batters had found some joy and spinners
could be lined up. Across the line shots could
be attempted with minimal risk. Suresh
Raina, who knows a thing or two about the
strips at the stadium, has confirmed the
general belief that they have become friendly
for batting."I think it was the toughest wicket
when we used to play in 2008. The ball was

bouncing. There was a lot of turn and this is
the best wicket I have seen in the entirety of
the IPL," the former CSK batter and IPL
expert said in a JioHotstar pressroom on
Saturday."We've seen other teams coming

and scoring 200 runs. They're chasing the
same, too. When it comes to the Chennai

Super Kings, I think they are losing too many
wickets upfront."After losing three games on
the trot at Chepauk, Dhoni would be hoping
to win the other three games. Sunrisers
Hyderabad (April 25), Punjab Kings (April
30) and the Rajasthan Royals (May 12) will
be visiting the venue in the days to

come.CSK's subdued show with the bat has
been the primary reason behind their
struggles, especially at Chepauk. The
highest they have scored is 158, one during
their win over Mumbai Indians and the
defeat against Delhi Capitals. Their batting
miseries peaked when they put up a paltry
total of 103 against holders Kolkata Knight
Riders. Scores like these have shown how far
they have struggled after being masters at
home in the past. Raina hoped that the
problems with batting — losing wickets in
powerplay and playing dots in the middle
overs — would be reformed soon."That
(losing wickets in PP) tends to create a lot of
pressure for the middle overs. If you lose
three-four wickets, then you end up scoring
around 160 or 170. That has to be rectified
first."Capitalising loose balls in the middle
overs will be key, according to the former all-
rounder. "When their run rate is at eight and
when the loose ball comes, CSK can convert
those loose balls to fours or sixes," he signed
off. When Chennai Super Kings play the
Mumbai Indians at Wankhede on Sunday,
they'll be hoping to address their pain points.




THE PHETON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Monday, 21 April 2025

BIOSCOPE
o B

Rashami:
Desal

Slams Urvashi Rautela's Temple Remark, 3
Says 'Hinduism Is Becoming A Joke'

l l rvashi Rautela recently raised quite a few eyebrows with a bold

claim about her fame. In a recent interview, the Daaku Maharaj |
actress claimed that there’s a temple near the sacred Badrinath

Dham in Uttarakhand dedicated to her. She even added that she hopes a

similar temple is built for her in South India too, since she’s worked in

several films down south. The video blew up, infuriating Badrinath
priests and locals. And now, popular TV actress Rashami Desai has also
called out Urvashi’s claim in a sharp Instagram post. She wrote, “It’s sad
that people don’t even take action against such nonsense... Bharat main

Hinduism is becoming joke. BTW, she politically correct when she kept

repeating her answer. Representing India and talking senseless on purpose...

it’s sad please don’t play game on
the name of religion.”

In a recent interview with Siddharth
Kannan, Urvashi had said, “There isa
temple in my name in Uttarakhand. If
one visits Badrinath, there is an ‘Urvashi
temple’ right next to it." When asked if
people go to the temple to seek blessings,
she laughed and said, **Ab mandir hai toh
woh hi toh karenge (It’s a temple, they
will do thatonly).”

Siddharth followed up by asking whether
people actually take blessings at the
temple, to which Urvashi replied, “Aise
chilla chilla ke kaun bolta hai (Who
shouts and takes blessings)."She added
that the temple does attract devotees and
claimed that even students from Delhi
University offer prayers to her. “They
even garland my pictures," she said,
further revealing that she is fondly
referred to as ‘Damdamamai’ by
these students.”l am being serious
about it. It is true. There are news
articles about the same too. You
can read them," Urvashi
asserted when the host reacted
with astonishment.

he actor, who has been

steadily making her mark
across various regional film industries, shared that she would love to see a
similar temple built in her honour down South.

Bhuwan Chandra Uniyal, the former religious officer at Badrinath Dham,
clarified that the so-called “Urvashi Temple" is not connected to actress
Urvashi Rautela. Instead, it is an ancient temple dedicated to Goddess L
Urvashi, a celestial figure from Hindu mythology, who is sometimes g -

4

\|

considered a form of Goddess Sati.In response to Rautela’s claim, Uniyal
called for strict action to be taken against her. Villagers from Bamni and
Pandukeshwar also voiced their outrage, accusing the actress of
attempting to distort religious history.

ollywood actress Janhvi Kapoor has strongly
criticised men who dismiss the pain women
experience during menstruation. Addressing
- the condescending gaze and tone of the men, the

the pain even fora minute. Inarecent interview witha
media portal, the Mr and Mrs Mahi actress candidly
spoke about how period pain can affect women
differently and why some men tend to trivialise this
physical discomfort.

During a conversation with Hauterfly, the actress
addressed how period pain and menstruation are
often used to dismiss women’s mood swings in
arguments. She differentiated between genuine
concerns and dismissive remarks, stating, “Agar
main jhagda karne ki koshish kar rahi hu ya meri point
ko saamne rakhne ki koshish kar rahi hu aur aap bolte
ho, ‘Is it that time of the month?’ then, like, take a
hike. But agar aap sach mein humdardi dikha rahe ho.
ki, “Do you need a minute, is it that time of the
month?" (If I am trying to argue or putting my point
across and you ask, ‘Is it that time of the month?’ But
if you are genuinely concerned and ask, “Do you need
a minute? Is it that time of the month?") Then, yeah,
more often than not, you do need a minute, because
the way our hormones are off the charts and the pain
we go through, that genuine consideration is always
welcome.”

In the same conversation, she talked about the
condescending attitude some men have towards
periods. She asserted, “But that condescending gaze
and tone is... because | assure you, men won’t be able
to bear this pain and mood swings for even a minute.
Pata nahi kaunsa nuclear war ho jaata agar mardon ko

Janhvi Kapoor

Slams Men Who Trivialise Period Pain, Says
They Won't Be Able To Bear It For A Minute’

\\'8

periods hote (Who knows what kind of nuclear war
would break out if men had periods)." Janhvi’s
comments received a lot of support from women on
social media.

actress said that these men would not be able to bear Speaking about Janhvi Kapoor’s professional life, the

actress has a jam-packed year ahead. She is gearing
up to win the audience’s hearts in Sunny Sankari ki
Tulsi Kumari. Helmed by Karan Johar, the film
features her opposite Varun Dhawan. The romantic
film, which was initially slated to release in theatres

J

f

A

in April 2025, will now hit theatres in the latter half of
2025 due to delays in the shoot.

Fans will also get to see her in Tushar Jalota’s romantic
comedy Param Sundari, which is scheduled for a
theatrical release on July 25. In the film, she will share
screen space with Sidharth Malhotra. Besides this,
Janhvi will return to Telugu cinema with Peddi. The
Buchi Babu Sana, starring Ram Charan, Jagapathi
Babu, Shiva Rajkumar and Divyendu Sharma, is
scheduled to bereleased on March 27, 2026.

Kusha Kapila’s Ex-Husband Zorawar
Ahluwalia Shares He’s Facing Financial
Issues: 'Feeling Mentally Very Weak’

ontent creator Zorawar Ahluwalia, who was

previously married to actress and influencer

Kusha Kapila, has now spoken openly about
the personal struggles he’s currently facing. In a
heartfelt post on his Instagram Stories, Zorawar
revealed that he is dealing with financial difficulties
and struggling with his mental health. He also
thanked his followers for their support, saying their
kind messages have meant a lot during this difficult
time.Sharing a picture of himself on Instagram,
Zorawar wrote, “Mental health update: Since the
last week, I was physically and mentally feeling
very weak, and | understood that some days in our
lives will be good, some ok ones and then definitely
some really bad ones. But after speaking to my
family, friends and loved ones, I learnt that it is All
ok to feel like this. This is a graph of life, sometimes
up and sometimes down.”

Zorawar shared that he remains hopeful about
overcoming this rough patch, noting that he has “a
pretty good track record of bouncing back" every
time life has knocked him down.“Honestly, [ wanna
say this out loud: I have been struggling financially,
which has been giving me a lot of stress and gives a
sense of feeling that I am not where I thought 1
would be. I know things will get better coz they
always do. And let me quote myself, ‘My track

- | record has been pretty good in bouncing back each

time I've fallen down.’ I come from that bloodline. |
descend from a clan of warriors, and my name is
Zorawar Singh Ahluwalia who has never given up,
and it seems like he will never do," he added.He also
shared a serene video of himself by the sea, soaking
in some calm moments. In the clip, Zorawar spoke
about the overwhelming love and support he has
received from fans and followers, especially during
this challenging phase of his life.“The amount of
love I've received in the last 24hrs — is clear sign of
how such blessed [ am. This is just a small hiccup in
my life. I've read all your messages and so many of
us are in this together. I'm with you and you all are
withme.

Did You Know Saroj Khan Once

' Protected Madhuri Dixit's 'Dhak

Dhak' Song From Multiple
Censor Board Edits?

ehind some of Bollywood’s most iconic

hook steps are choreographers who pour

their heart and soul into bringing songs to
life. One of the industry’s most legendary
choreographers will always be remembered as
Saroj Khan, She worked with ruling actresses of
the time, such as Madhuri Dixit, Sridevi, Raveena
Tandon, and trained them for songs which are
nothing short of a cult.

In her career spanning over four decades, Saroj Khan
worked with multiple Bollywood A-listers. But her
pairing with Madhuri Dixit continues to remain
iconic to date. She was the brainchild behind the
hooksteps of the Dhak Dhak song from Beta,
which continues to trend even today. Not many
know that the song we know today would have
been very different if it weren’t for Saroj Khan,
who salvaged the situation by logically explaining
the dance steps and preventing the censor board
from suggesting major edits,

In a documentary titled The Saroj Khan Story, made
by The Public Service Broadcasting Trust (PSBT)
in 2012, the late choreographer shared the whole
ordeal in detail. “They (CBFC) wanted to cut down
the whole mukhda of the song. So they (producer,
director) were petrified. They said ‘come along
with us. See what they are saying, whether you can
help us. So, I went," she said.

At the censor board office, she asked a Sindhi lady
wearing a saree and heels to get up and walk.
Perplexed over Khan’s demand, she did what was
told. “There was a lady over there. She was Sindhi
and dressed in a saree and high heels. She told me,
*You are shaking the chest deliberately. We don’t
like that’. So I said, “Yes. Ma’am just get up.’ She
asked why, and [ said ‘I just want to show you
something’. She got up and I asked her to walk,"
she said.

Saroj Khan further added, “When you are wearing

high heels, your hip movement automatically goes

upwards, whether you like it or not, because you
are balancing yourself. | told her ‘Now you are
shaking deliberately? 1 have to shake the body to
show that I am dancing, and she (Madhuri’s
character) says Dhak Dhak. From where will that
sound come? From the heart. And where is the
heart? Near my bust line, so I have to show Dhak

Dhak (enacts the step). She was convinced and she

letus go ahead.

And that’s how, she proved that when one has

conviction in their own work, there’s no stopping

them.Saroj Khan passed away on July 3, 2020, due
to cardiac arrest. She left behind a lasting legacy
and a void that can never be fulfilled.
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