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Bill Aitken: The writer
who showed real
India to the world

My late wife Colleen and I first met Bill Aitken,
along with Ruskin Bond, as one of Mussoorie’s
resident writers. We had settled there after I left the
Navy in 1974. We took to Bill immediately. He
was a straightforward man; extremely soft-
spoken, but very sharp if he sensed anyone was
trying to take advantage of him. Bill was a
gentleman to his fingertips, yet always in control
of the situation, wherever he was.Though born a
Scotsman, Bill was deeply interested in India. He
felt its philosophy was something the world
needed to know. He came to study Indian
philosophy and attached himself to an ashram
where he met the widowed Maharani of Jind,
Prithvi Bir Kaur. We came to know her as Preeti.
She was finding it increasingly difficult to manage
her estate. She spoke to her guru at the ashram who
introduced her to Bill. He agreed to assist her. Bill
became a sort of secretary to the Maharani.

But that wasn’t enough for him. Bill began exploring
the Indian Railways. He was fascinated by the
country’s enormous rail network, which covered
vast and varied terrains unlike any other country.
He was equally intrigued by India’s rivers. He was
a typical, complex European who absorbed India,
but, you know, our country is so big that you can’t
absorb it all. You’d have to be an absolute giant to
absorb everything. Bill was specific in his
obsession, or rather it would be better to say, his
love for India.What Colleen and I found
particularly fascinating was the way he
approached India, unlike many European writers
— he delved deep. He was fascinated with Hindu
philosophy, which goes beyond puja and aarti. It
goes down to itihas, the thing common to the three
of us.We believed that itihas, that is the inherited
legends that are passed down through the ages,
was a unique creation of Hinduism. Using itihas,
they were able to send deep scientific truths down
the ages till these could be interpreted. Let me give
an example. The Das Avatars (though a
mythological concept) predate Darwin’s scientific
theory by centuries, and yet they capture the
essence of his theory and go much into the future,

into the evolution of human beings. These were the
kinds of conversations we had with Bill.I don’t
classify Bill as a travel writer, just I wouldn’t call
my friend Ruskin Bond as just a writer of
children’s stories. Yes, he wrote travel books but
his identity was shaped by a wide spectrum of
experiences.

His humour was acerbic. He had a biting sense of
humour. And if anyone tried to get a little too
familiar with him, he would cut them down to size
easily. And that’s what I loved about Bill.

Bill found it absolutely fascinating that in India, we
live in a multiracial, multilingual society. He
detested the racial approach of Europeans,
thinking that they are superior. And he felt that the
people he was researching and living with had a
much older and more sophisticated philosophy
than any of the white settlers who may have come
in.Had Bill Aitken been born in the Victorian
times, he might have been celebrated as one of the
pioneering Brits who went into the depth of Indian
philosophy and culture and revealed the true India
to the world.

While America and China continue to call each other
out over tariffs, a lot has been going on in the Indian
subcontinent that’s keeping Indian diplomacy on its
toes. Our Op-Ed pieces give a sneak peek into what’s
happening in the corridors of power this entire week.
Let’s first focus on what is happening in our own
backyard.With Sukhbir Badal back in the saddle as
Shiromani Akali Dal president, ‘It’s back to square
one for SAD’, writes JNU Professor Surinder S
Jodhka. It might end up widening the gulf between
the party and the Sikh sangat. Though the Akali Dal
was formed under the aegis of the SGPC to function
as its political wing, their relationship has changed
over time.

From Punjab, let’s go to Tamil Nadu, and in ‘Sounds of L

a shotgun wedding’, senior journalist Nirupama
Subramanian outlines the interesting chronology
behind the union of the BJP and AIADMK for the
2026 Tamil Nadu polls, though party workers from
both sides remain unconvinced about the unholy
alliance. Stalin continues to vouch for TN at the
national level, raking up delimitation, language and
federalism to take the conversation away from local
issues.

Another interesting read is one of the insightful
editorials, ‘Urdu is our own’, in which the SC ruling

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar has struck a

Silence has the answers, if only we care to listen

A natural environment is musically generative, it is alive with musical expression

The vast majority of us (and I include myself in this list) are
completely unaware of the role that sound — and silence
— plays in our lives and mental well-being. I was made
aware of this recently by a BBC documentary about an
app developed by a whizz-kid in response to a peculiar
Covid phenomenon. People working from home
apparently missed the usual buzz of office sounds and felt
disoriented. Some smart kid has now developed an app
that has a graphic equaliser which can stream the usual
office background sounds — the chatter of colleagues,
ringing of phones, whirring of photo-copiers, clicking of
typewriters. It simulates an office environment and makes
the person feel comfortable and therefore more
productive! This demonstration of how “surround sound”
shapes our state of mind is telling in a number of ways, not
the least of which is the manner in which we have allowed
human-generated sounds to replace the cadence of nature,
with unhealthy effects on our mental well-being.
Numerous studies have proved how the tyranny of
ceaseless sound — especially in cities, in which 40 per
cent of the human population now resides — causes
stress, hypertension, and most of the time we are not even
aware of this hidden killer. It is time to understand what
we have given up in our fruitless quest for a materialistic
Valhalla.It is time we began listening to the universe
again, as our forefathers (in the not too distant past) did.
We must go back to hearing the silence beyond the
background noises and cacophony of modern life. To do
so, however, we must first understand the true quality of
silence.There is no such thing as complete silence. The
universe is producing sounds all the time, and has been
doing so since time immemorial. It’s we who are not
listening. To prove this, a famous American music
composer and musician, John Cage, wrote a composition
in 1952 titled 4* 33” or Four Minutes and Thirty Three
Seconds, which stunned the music world. The score
consists of three movements — of complete silence. The
musician sits on stage before an open piano without
playing it; there is complete silence and quiet in the hall
for four minutes and thirty three seconds. At the end of
this period, he gets up and walks off the stage.

In this total quietude, the audience discovers the existence
of sounds they had never heard before — the sound of
blood circulating in the arteries, the muted beating of the
heart, the soft whispers of one’s breathing, even the
rustling of fabric against fabric as one moves. Which was
precisely the point John Cage wished to make — that
sound permeates every fibre of the universe, that it does
not exist only outside us, but also inside, if only we would
care to listen. It is as important to listen within, as it is
without.

discordant note with his all-out attack on the
judiciary. He has claimed that judges have no
accountability and are usurping the roles of the
legislature and the executive. The immediate trigger
for his sharp reaction is the SC order on fixing a
timeline for the President to grant assent to state Bills
reserved for her consideration by the Governor
concerned. The order was apparently issued in the
interests of good governance, considering the
inordinate delay in approving key Bills, but the Vice-
President is unimpressed: according to him, the
judiciary cannot give directions to the President or act
as a ‘super Parliament’.The constitutional principle
of separation of powers among the executive, judicial
and legislative branches of the government leaves no
room for turf wars. It is aimed at ensuring adequate
checks and balances so that no branch overwhelms the
others. The judiciary is increasingly stepping in to

Every environment and soundscape in the universe has its
own unique sonic signature. There are basically three
types of sounds: Geophony (sounds of the non-biological
natural world: the wind, flowing water, the rustling of
leaves, the creaking of tree branches moving against each
other); Biophony (the sounds made by living creatures
such as insects, birds and animals); and Anthrophony
(sounds generated by humans and their contraptions). The
tragedy of modern life is that we have been allowing the
anthrophonic signature to dominate and eclipse the other
two, and are consequently losing touch with the natural
cadence and rhythms of the universe.

A natural environment is musically generative, it is alive
with musical expression: just think of the symphony
played out by the hidden cicadas in the monsoons, the
honking of a wedge of geese flying overhead, the rat-a-tat
of a woodpecker, the plaintive baying of a lonely pack of
coyotes or wolves, the cooing of a wood dove or a
‘papiha’, the roar of a waterfall, the moaning of the wind
through the trees. This is the stuff and lifeblood of music,
from the ancient bagpipes to the modern orchestra.

A healthy environment has birds, animals and insects that
occupy the high, medium and low frequency bands of
sound, like a symphony. When we take out any of these
“musicians”, we forever alter the music of the symphony
itself. The “silent” forests have other sounds, too, which

Dhankhar’s tirade

Singling out the judiciary is fraught with danger

redress grievances and rectify wrongs because of the
underwhelming performance of the executive and the
legislature. The laws enacted by the government
remain subject to judicial scrutiny — the contentious

ICYMI #TheTribuneOpinion: From our backyards to borders: A week of political churnings

of “allowing Urdu to be used on a municipality”
signboard has been hailed. It is a timely reminder to the
political leadership that polarising slogans like ‘ek hain
to safe hain’ are inimical to a diverse country like ours,
the editorial points out.In ‘Basmati beyond borders: An
Indo-Pak story’, environmental health and justice expert
Sridhar Radhakrishnan talks about how the conflict
between India and Pakistan over the GI tag for Basmati
is not just a story of trading rice but about how we are
treating the commons between us. We are hardly

acknowledging that the scent of the boiling Basmati,
whether in Lahore or Lucknow, is alike; it’s the
generations of farmers who preserved its ecosystems
who are its true custodians. So, a joint protected GI by
India and Pakistan could help us reclaim our
commons.Talking more about our neighbours, the
spectre of Bangladesh and Pakistan forgiving each other
for their past sins and moving on is apparent, writes The
Tribune Editor-in-Chief Jyoti Malhotra in her article
‘Ominous churning on India’s frontiers’. Naya

Bangladesh has reached out to both China and Pakistan
like it hasn’t for decades. And India is caught between a
China-friendly Pakistan and a China-friendly
Bangladesh.

However, the good news is that India and Sri Lanka have
moved ahead in their relationship with a tripartite
agreement being signed between them, with the UAE
tagging along. In his discerning Op-Ed 'India, Lanka no
longer confined by bounds of bilateralism’, strategic
analyst KP Nayar writes that the new Sri Lankan

researchers are only now beginning to discover. Did you
know that trees “talk” to each other? In his fascinating
book, ‘The Hidden Life of Trees’, Peter Wohlleben
reveals that scientists in the Western University of
Australia have registered roots of seedlings crackling
quietly at a frequency of 220 Hertz! The roots of other
seedlings, when exposed to these crackling sounds,
oriented their tips in that direction. That means the latter
were registering this frequency, they were “hearing” it.
Some day, we, too, may hear it, if only we could escape
our man-made surround sounds.

In our corrupted and degenerated modern lifestyle, we call

this “silence” — the silence of the forests and nature,
because we have got accustomed to hearing only the
anthrophonic sounds. And to escape the tyranny of
anthrophony, the lucky among us escape occasionally
into the realm of nature. But that is not enough. We must
also learn to listen to, and preserve this silence, which is
no silence at all, but the music of a universe that is billions
of years old. It is the music of “OM”, of Pachelbel, of the
Buddhist chanting, of our venerable and ancient ragas.
And unlike the sounds made by man, this “silence” has
the ability to calm, to soothe, to rejuvenate, to connect us
with the eternal. This is what meditation, Vipassana and
Pranayam are all about, realigning our antennae to the

world within us.

Waqf (Amendment) Act is a case in point. No
constitutional functionary should forget that the
independence of the judiciary is a prerequisite for
safeguarding the inalienable rights of citizens.

The recovery of a cash stash from the residence of a
High Court judge has undoubtedly dented the
judiciary’s image. Dhankhar has promptly turned
the spotlight on the National Judicial Appointments
Commission Act, which was struck down as
“unconstitutional” by the Supreme Court a decade
ago. The importance of judicial accountability and
transparency cannot be overemphasised, but pitting
one organ of the State against the other two is fraught
with dangerous consequences. Collaboration and
consensus, not confrontation, should be the way
forward. The executive, the legislature and the

judiciary must improve their self-correcting
mechanism to prevent themselves from crossing the
lakshman rekha.

Qur Op-Ed pieces give a sneak peek into what's happening in the corridors of power this week

President Dissanayake displayed an
imaginative approach when PM Modi visited
Sri Lanka in early April, which culminated in a
first-of-its-kind Defence MoU, talks on which
began in December last.

While India has strengthened its position with
Sri Lanka, the developments to the East and
also to the West are a bit more complex.On the
eastern side, the US has been monitoring the
growing influence of China in Bangladesh and
Myanmar, writes Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha
(retd) in his Op-Ed piece ‘Bay of Bengal is
emerging as geopolitical flashpoint’. Yunus
may be naive to invite Chinese businessmen,
ignoring the fact that two US generals had
visited Bangladesh when Yunus went to China.
China has many stakes in Bangladesh; it is
Bangladesh’s top import partner. Yunus has
reportedly agreed to invite China for the
development of Mongla port, the operation of
which was awarded to India by the Sheikh
Hasina government.

Meanwhile, coming back to India-China
relations, Maj Gen Ashok Mehta (retd) makes
an important point when he writes that while
the US wants to make good with Russia to

focus on China, Beijing wishes to mend relations with

India to concentrate on the US. Besides, he dwells on the

technicalities of the border issue, which for now has seen

a thaw. For more info, read his Op-Ed article “What

India’s ‘new normal’ with China really means’.

Meanwhile, Trump’s direct parleys with Putin to end the

Russia-Ukraine war, bypassing Ukraine and Europe,

have not gone down well with the West, writes Abhijit

Bhattacharyya in his incisive article ‘Europe’s waning

cloutin Russia-Ukraine war’.
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'Era of salaryman is over':
Saurabh Mukherjea warns
India's middle class

New Delhi. The steady paycheck that once defined
middle-class life in India is quietly fading. And the
country has barely begun to acknowledge it.

Saurabh Mukherjea, founder and chief investment
officer at Marcellus Investment Managers, believes
India is now entering a new economic era—one that
no longer guarantees stability for the educated, hard-
working urban Indian.

Speaking on a recent podcast titled Beyond the
Paycheck: India’s Entrepreneurial Rebirth,
Mukherjea issued a clear and unsettling warning:
salaried employment, long considered the golden
path to financial security, is dying.

STORIES YOU MAY LIKE

Why a temple at the base of iconic Charminar is a
talking point in Hyderabad

Pro-Khalistani Mob Vandalises Hindu Temple In
Surrey, CanadaUS says nuclear talks with Iran made
'very good progress,' next round on April 26

“The defining flavour of this decade will be the death
of salaried employment as a worthwhile avenue for
educated, determined, hardworking people,” he said.
His statement is backed by data and driven by the
visible disruption happening across India’s white-
collar economy. With Al advancing rapidly, many of
the roles that once demanded armies of office
workers are now being done by algorithms.

Companies across sectors—tech, finance, media—are
quietly downsizing the very foundation of the
middle-class job market. “Much of what was
supposed to be done by white-collar workers is now
done by Al,” Mukherjea pointed out. “Google says a
third of its coding is already done by Al. The same is
coming for Indian IT, media, and finance.”

Even middle management—the traditional career
stronghold for many—offers no real security
anymore. The long, loyal careers that once earned
promotions, pensions, and prestige are increasingly
obsolete. “The old model where our parents worked
30 years for one organisation is dying,” Mukherjea
said. “The job construct that built India’s middle
class is no longer sustainable.”For millions of
Indians who grew up believing in the promise of the
corporate ladder, this shift will be hard to accept. The
ground is moving beneath their feet—and fast. But
Mukherjea isn’t offering doom and gloom. He sees
this rupture as the beginning of something more
hopeful: a transition from paycheck-chasing to
purpose-building.

Big Win For EPFO
Pensioners! Kerala High
Court's Ruling On Higher
Pension A Step In Protecting
Employee's Pension Rights

New Delhi: The Kerala High Court's recent
judgement on depravation of pension grant for
EPFO Pensioner entitled to higher pension due to
technical or procedural error will come as a huge
relief.In a landmark judgement, the Kerala HC had
said that the retirement fund body can't deny higher
pension to EPF pensioner solely on the ground that
the contributions were made in bulk and not on a
monthly basis.The Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) was introduced in the year
1995 under the Employees' Provident Funds and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 with the
objective of providing retirement savings and
social security for employees in India.

"In light of the Supreme Court’s landmark judgment
in EPFO v. Sunil Kumar (Supra), the Hon’ble
Kerala High Court has reaffirmed the principle of
natural justice—that procedural irregularities
should not defeat the ends of justice. The Court
held that when the EPFO has accepted
contributions from both the employee and the
employer in accordance with the requirements of
paragraph 26(6) of the EPF Scheme, 1952,
employees are entitled to a higher pension.
Substantial benefits cannot be denied on the
grounds of procedural errors," Sunil Tyagi,
Maging Partner, Zeus Laws told Zee News.

Tyagi said that this recent judgement by Hon’ble
Kerala High Court's deals with a frequently faced
issue, and its decision is a positive step towards the
protection of employee pension rights.

Jaggi Brothers In For Deeper
Trouble As Gensol Scam
Blows Off Green Cover

New Delhi.The Jaggi brothers, promoters of scam-hit
Gensol Engineering, are in for deeper trouble than
merely being barred from the stock markets as the
SEBI investigations have revealed that they have
submitted fake documents to the government-
owned Indian Renewable Energy Development
Agency (IREDA) and Power Finance Corporation
(PFC) to hide defaults and raise fresh credit.

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
said these diversions could lead to major financial
losses for shareholders. Gensol’s proposed stock
split was put on hold. As it is turning out, the case
will need deeper investigations to find out any case
of wrongdoing on the part of other officials and
whether proper due diligence was carried out or not,
a senior official said. The loans, worth Rs 978 crore,
were taken from government organisations like the
IREDA and the PFC. These loans were supposed to
be used for buying EVs for BluSmart, the EV ride-
hailing firm of Gensol. Instead, over Rs 200 crore of
the amount was routed through a car dealership and
sent to other companies linked to the promoters.
Some of the money was used for luxury purchases,
including flats in DLF Camellias, where the price of
an apartment starts at Rs 70 crore.The SEBI said
that, given Gensol was supposed to provide a 20 per
cent equity contribution, the total outlay should
have been Rs 829.86 crore, leaving Rs 262.13 crore
unaccounted for.On April 15, the SEBI released a
detailed interim order showing what went wrong at
Gensol. The order said the promoters of Gensol,
including Anmol and Puneet Singh Jaggi, had
treated the company like their personal 'piggy
bank'.

Gold prices continue to rise amid global

uncertainty. Should you buy

Gold price today: Monday's

jump follows a dip in the

previous session, where MCX

Gold fell 0.44% to Rs 95,239

due to profit hooking. But the

broader narrative remains

dominated by geopolitical and

macroeconomic anxiety.

L ]

New Delhi. Gold prices surged on
Monday, with MCX Gold touching Rs
96,747 per 10 grams in early trade, as
investors rushed to hedge against
growing economic uncertainty triggered
by the US-China trade war and a
weakening dollar.By 10:07 am, the June
5 MCX contract was trading at Rs
96,423—up 1.23% from the previous

close.Internationally, spot gold also
soared to a fresh peak of $3,384 per
ounce during the session, driven by
global risk aversion and a flight to safe
haven assets.A key driver behind the
rally is the dollar’s continued slide. The
dollar index has now hit a three-year
low, making gold more affordable for
non-US investors. Since gold is priced
in dollars, a weaker greenback tends to
boost its demand globally.Monday’s
jump follows a dip in the previous
session, where MCX Gold fell 0.44% to
Rs 95,239 due to profit booking. But the
broader narrative remains dominated
by geopolitical and macroeconomic
anxiety—particularly fears that an
intensifying trade war between the US
and China could derail global growth for

WHAT

in Washington, where reports suggest
Trump may be considering removing

US Federal Reserve Chair Jerome
Powell. That move, if pursued, could
undermine the Fed’s independence and
further rattle market sentiment.

SHOULD INVESTORS DO

NOW?

an extended period.President Donald Jateen Trivedi, VP Research Analyst at

Trump’s recent pause on reciprocal
tariffs did little to calm nerves,
especially as his administration
continues to signal a confrontational
stance towards China.Investors are also
closely watching political developments

LKP Securities, cautioned that gold is
currently struggling to break key
resistance levels. "Gold prices showed
signs of fatigue, slipping below recent
highs struggling to break past the key
resistance at $3,350," he said.He sees

or sell

strong support between
$3,280-$3,290, with a break below
potentially triggering a correction
toward $3,150.

“Volatility remains high at these
elevated levels,” Trivedi added,
advising caution for anyone
considering fresh positions.Satish
Dondapati, Fund Manager at Kotak
Mahindra AMC, echoed a broadly
bullish tone for the precious metals

market in the longer term."Gold has

already gained over 25 percent this year,

including a 6 percent jump since April 2

following the latest US tariff

announcements," he said.While near-
term momentum may depend on further
trade tensions, Dondapati believes
central bank buying and ongoing
geopolitical uncertainties will continue
to support prices over time.Still, not all
analysts are optimistic in the short
term.Manoj Kumar Jain of

Prithvifinmart Commodity Research

told Livemint that investors should aim

for a wait-and-watch approach.

Sensex reclaims 79,000-level; Nifty tops 24,000  Why young investors should
driven by buying in HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank

mvest in equities

NEW DELHI. [ was sitting in an airport lounge

MUMBAI. Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty surged in early trade
on Monday driven by buying in HDFC
Bank, ICICI Bank post their earnings
announcement and continuous foreign
fund inflows.The 30-share BSE
benchmark Sensex jumped 599.66
points to 79,152.86 in early trade.The
NSE Nifty climbed 152.55 points to
24,004.20.From the Sensex
firms, Tech Mahindra, Axis
Bank, HDFC Bank, Infosys,
State Bank of India and IndusInd
Bank were the biggest
gainers.Adani Ports, ITC, Bharti
Airtel, Titan, Hindustan Unilever g
and Sun Pharma were among the &
laggards. HDFC Bank's stock ‘
quoted over 1 per cent higher P
after the firm reported a 7 per cent
growth in its consolidated net
profit for the March quarter to Rs "
18,835 crore, but flagged issues [#
around pricing in home and
corporate loan segments which
are impacting its loan growth.ICICI
Bank traded nearly 1 per cent up after
the company reported a 15.7 per cent
jump in March quarter consolidated
net profit at Rs 13,502 crore.India's
second-largest IT company Infosys

traded over 1 per cent higher even after
the firm reported an 11.7 per cent
decline in consolidated net profit to Rs
7,033 crore for the March quarter
mainly on account of compensation to
employees, and acquisitions during the
reported period."Even though the
global economic scenario is mired in
uncertainty, India appears relatively

resilient.India is the only large
economy which can grow at 6 per cent
even in a slowing global economy.
This, along with the declining dollar, has
the potential to attract more FPI
inflows into India in the short run."

"The Q4 results of HDFC Bank and
ICICI Bank have the potential to take
Bank Nifty to an all-time high," VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Investments Ltd,
said.Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
4,667.94 crore on Thursday, according
to exchange data.

n Asian markets, Shanghai SSE
Composite index traded in the
positive territory while South
Korea's Kospi index and Tokyo's
Nikkei 225 traded lower.US
markets ended mostly lower on
Thursday. Stock markets were
closed on Friday for 'Good
Friday'.

"As we begin a new week, market
sentiment turns optimistic with
FIIs emerging as net buyers last
week, boosting confidence for a
bullish Nifty start," Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

Global oil benchmark Brent crude
declined 1.52 per cent to USD 66.93 a
barrel. The BSE benchmark Sensex
jumped 1,508.91 points or 1.96 per
centto settle at 78,553.20 on Thursday.

HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank hit record highs
after strong Q4: Buy, hold or sell

NEW DELHI. Shares of top private
lenders HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank
surged to record highs on Monday, as
investors cheered their robust fourth-
quarter results and optimistic
outlooks on loan growth and asset
quality. HDFC Bank rose 1.3% while
ICICI Bank gained 0.9% by 9:40 am.
Their gains helped lift the Nifty Bank
and Nifty Private Bank indices by
nearly 2%, and pushed the Nifty 50
up 0.6%, with heavyweight HDFC
Bank emerging as the index’s top
driver.Both banks reported Q4
earnings that exceeded analyst
expectations. HDFC Bank posted
results that highlighted improving
margins and asset quality, with
management expressing confidence
in achieving above-industry loan
growth in FY27, though without
providing a specific target.ICICI

Bank, meanwhile, delivered a strong
all-round performance, with net
profit surpassing estimates by 6%.
The bank reported 16 basis points
sequential expansion in its net
interest margin (NIM), driven by
higher yields and solid net interest
income (NII) growth of 11% year-on-
year. Pre-provision operating profit
(PPoP) rose 17% YoY, backed by
stable operating expenses and steady
other income.Loan growth remained
moderate at 13.3% YoY, while
deposit growth accelerated to 14%.
The bank’s credit costs fell to 27 basis
points, aided by a decline in the
provision coverage ratio. Asset
quality metrics improved with gross
and net slippages falling 35 and 45
basis points quarter-on-quarter,
respectively. ICICI Bank's cautious
approach—tightening underwriting

and moderating growth in higher-risk
portfolios—was key in preserving
credit health.Brokerage JM Financial
reiterated its BUY rating on ICICI
Bank, with a target price of 1,650
based on an SOTP valuation. It
expects near-term margin
compression from lagged
transmission of rate cuts to be
cushioned by lower savings and term
deposit rates. The brokerage projects
average NIMs of 4.14% over FY26-
27 and a compound annual growth
rate of 13% in NIl and PPoP, and 11%
in PAT over FY25-27.Jefferies
continues to list both HDFC Bank
and ICICI Bank as its top picks in the
sector, citing consistent margin
delivery and tight credit cost
controls. Post-results, at least 16
analysts raised their price targets for
the two banks.

when a young woman approached me and said
“I watch your YT videos, but sorry, I don’t
invest in equities”. She left after a short
conversation. My views on equities have
changed over the past 4+ decades — it has only
increased my ‘pro-equity’ stance.

Thanks to late Mr. Jack Bogle (Vanguard funds)
in USA, Sebi, and competition, the asset
management fees are at its lowest. There is a
fantastic back end — the stock exchange creates
a price discovery mechanism so I am sure that
the asset manager is not lying about the
transaction price, timing or quantity. Unlike
Private equity, Real estate, Private credit, Art,
venture capital funding, the equity market is
open (MFs too). If you are a young investor
there are many OLD reasons too to invest in
equities.Equities are often considered the best
asset class for young investors due to their
unique combination of growth potential, time
horizon alignment, and risk-reward dynamics.
Here’s why:High Growth Potential: Equities
historically offer higher average returns
compared to other asset classes like bonds or
cash. Over long periods, stocks have averaged
around 7-10% annual returns (inflation-
adjusted) in major markets like the US, driven
by corporate earnings growth and economic
expansion. For example, the S&P 500 has
delivered a nominal return of about 10.5%
annually from 1926 to 2024. In India, the TRI
Sensex has gone from 100 in 1979 to 166,000 in
2025. This is 18% CAGR! -without adjusting
for inflation.Long Time Horizon: Young
investors typically have decades before
retirement, allowing them to ride out market
volatility. Equities are volatile in the short term,
with frequent corrections (10-20% drops) and
occasional crashes. However, over 20-30 years,
the probability of negative returns diminishes
significantly.Compounding Returns: The
power of compounding is amplified with
equities due to their higher returns.

Inflation Hedge: Equities tend to outpace
inflation over time, preserving and growing
purchasing power. Companies can raise prices
and increase profits, unlike fixed-income
assets, which lose real value in inflationary
environments.Diversification and
Accessibility: Equities offer broad
diversification through index funds or ETFs,
reducing company-specific risk. Young
investors can start with a small amount of SIP,
making equities more accessible than real

New Delhi.

Why multi-asset investing is getting real

Despite efforts to encourage
increased trading in listed
government and corporate
bonds, the debt market in
India does not see significant
investor participation.

When you construct your
investment portfolio, you want to
protect your money and grow it to beat
inflation. You know the value of your
hard-earned money because you got
there with a considerable effort. You
have made sacrifices to save money and
worked harder to make more money.
Letting it go to inflation or factors that
are not in your control can make you
uncomfortable.The world now is going
through immense uncertainty. Global
trade wars, regional conflicts,
technology disruptions and local
demand and supply issues are making it
harder for policymakers and analysts to
determine the future trajectory of
inflation, interest rates and economic
growth. There are green spots in all

crises. This time, you can see top
investment firm analysts pointing at
those green spots but lacking conviction
in their commentary. There are a lot of
‘ifs’ and ‘buts’ in every potentially
attractive story. For example, many
global banks are divided over India’s
attractiveness as an investment
destination for foreign investors.
Domestic mutual funds hold a
significant amount of their portfolios in
cash to protect their schemes from
losing value in volatile times.

Diversification is the key
Ensuring sufficient portfolio

diversification is the only way to deal
with uncertainty and volatility. India’s
financial markets offer you
diversification into multiple assets like
never before. You can directly buy
stocks, bonds, commodities, real estate
or infrastructure investment trusts that
offer varying returns. A new consulting
paper for comments by the Securities
and Exchange Board of India highlights
letting mutual funds own more units of
real estate and investment trusts than
before through hybrid schemes,
considering investment trust or real
estate trust-specific schemes and
including them in benchmark indices.

REITs generate their income through

commercial property rent. Investment
Trusts generate their income through
tolls on roads. With rapid urbanization,
there is likely to be a significant jump in
the sale of commercial property and
physical infrastructure assets like roads
and the sale of conventional and non-
conventional power.According to a

recent speech by Sebi’s whole-time
director Ashwani Bhatia, the potential
for you to invest in government and
corporate bonds, RelTs and investment
trusts (InvITs), and even municipal
bonds in the future could be immense.

REITs in India only account for about 10%

of the country’s total listed real estate
value, covering nearly 126 million
square feet. That is far lower than the
over 90% seen in developed markets
such as the USA and UK. “This gap
presents substantial growth
opportunities and highlights the need for

further promotion of REITs and InvITs,
alongside the development of regulatory
frameworks to support their expansion,”
he said in the speech.In the same breath,
the Sebi director highlighted the
potential for the bond market. Despite
efforts to encourage increased trading in
listed government and corporate bonds,
the debt market in India does not see
significant investor participation.
India’s bond market value is 0.65
times the equity market. In contrast,
bond markets in the US and Japan
have a market value of 1.2 to 2 times
the size of equity markets. That shows
a higher interest in the risky equity
markets and low investor interest in
the bond market despite generating
fixed returns. In 2024-25, Indian
companies raised a record $124bn by
selling corporate bonds. Despite that,
the corporate bond market accounts for
only 18% of the gross domestic product,
against 80% in Korea and 36% in China.

The next frontier could be Municipal

bonds. The government allowed
municipalities to access financial
markets to raise money through the issue
of bonds in 2015. Since then, 13
municipalities raised over Rs 2,834
crore ($ 329m). As of December 2024,
the value of municipal bonds in the
United States stood at over $4.
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Facing charge of encroaching into executive:
Supreme Court on Bengal riots plea

—
The Supreme

Court has come

under criticism
from BJP leaders
against the
backdrop of two
important rulings
- setting a
timeline for the
President to take
a call on bills

and staying of

the amended WaqfAct.

certain provisions impose this? As it is, we are facing
of Waiat laiw aIIegat_ions of en_croaching into the
or Wwagqr law. executive (domain).”
—

Delhi government likely to
launch heat action plan

NEW DELHLI. The Delhi government is set to implement
its first Heat Action Plan (HAP) to combat severe
heatwaves anticipated in May and June. CM is expected
to launch the plan on Monday.

Jointly developed by the Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) and the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA), the HAP outlines
several measures such as establishing cooling centres in
public spaces like temples, malls, and temporary night
shelters during heat alerts. Schools will adjust hours to

avoid operating during peak heat times (12 noon to 4
pm) to protect children.Hospitals will set up dedicated
wards for heatstroke patients and ensure an
uninterrupted power supply to maintain care facilities.
Outdoor workers will have mandated breaks between 12
noon and 3 pm to prevent heat-related illnesses. Bus
stops and construction sites will be equipped with
drinking water. The plan will be reviewed regularly to
ensure its effectiveness during temperatures.

Jharkhand Karni Sena chief found

dead with gunshot wound, pistol in
hand

NewDelhi. Vinay Singh, the JTharkhand state president of
the Rashtriya Rajput Karni Sena, was found dead witha
gunshot wound to the head on Sunday evening near
Punjab Dhaba in Jamshedpur's Baliguma area. A pistol
was recovered from his left hand. Singh had been
incommunicado since Saturday morning, prompting
his family to file a missing complaint, after which
police traced his mobile location and recovered the
body.Singh, along with a few others, was returning
home when the gunmen opened fire near a hotel on
National Highway-33, killing him on the spot, reported
PTI, quoting a police official.

“Vinay Singh had left home in the morning. His family
reported him missing. This evening, his body was
found in a field nearby. A country-made pistol was
found in his left hand. and his motorcycle was also
recovered. The rest is a matter of investigation," said

DSP Bachan

Deo Kujur.

D, News of Singh's
- death triggered

outrage among

his supporters,
who gathered
late Sunday
night and
blocked

National

Highway-33

near Dimna

Chowk, a key

route connecting

Jamshedpur to

Kolkata and

Odisha. The

highway

remained

jammed for

nearly two hours

as Karni Sena
members demanded immediate action against those
responsible for the killing.

The Rural Superintendent of Police reached the spot
around 1 am and appealed to the protesters to cooperate
with the administration. He assured them that swift and
decisive action would be taken and that the perpetrators
would be behind bars soon. Following his assurances,
the blockade was lifted.

Police have launched a detailed investigation and said all
possible angles are being examined.Notably, Karni
Sena President Sukhdev Singh Gogamedi was shot
dead inside his house in December 2023. Soon after the
murder, Lawrence Bishnoi gang member Rohit Godara
claimed responsibility for the crime.

New Delhi. The Supreme Court on The
Monday made a passing remark on
allegations of judicial overreach by
a section of BJP leaders while
hearing a petition secking
President's rule in violence-hit West
Bengal.The top court has come
under criticism from BIP leaders
against the backdrop of two
important rulings - setting a
timeline for the President to take
decisions on bills sent by governors
and staying of certain provisions of

While hearing the petition seeking the
President's rule in Bengal and the
deployment of paramilitary forces,
a bench of Justices BR Gavai and
Augustine George Masih said,
"You want us to issue a writ of
mandamus to the President to

remark holds
significance as Justice BR
Gavai, who will take over
as the Chief Justice next
month, will likely be
dealing with petitions

against the Waqflaw.
JUDICIAL OVERREACH
CHARGES
Earlier this month, the

Supreme Court invoked
extraordinary powers

with

time,

under Article 142 to pass 10 Tamil

Nadu bills that were hanging fire

the governor for several

months. It also directed, for the first

that the President should
decide on bills referred by
governors within three months.

The verdict has not gone down well
with several leaders of the ruling
BJP and Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, who have accused the
top court of overstepping its remit

and encroaching on the executive's
domain.
While Dhankhar stressed that the top

court was acting like the
parliament", BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey said Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna was responsible for "all
civil wars in the country".

Dubey also posted a cryptic message
on X, saying that if the Supreme
Court is to make the laws,
Parliament should be shut down. A
Supreme Court lawyer has sought

"super

contempt proceedings against
the BJP MP for targeting the
top court.

BJP leader Dinesh Sharma,
former deputy chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh, was also
critical of the top court, saying
no one could direct Parliament
or the President.Even though
the BJP has distanced itself
from the remarks by Dubey
and Sharma, it has given
fodder to the opposition to attack
the ruling party.

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court
declined to pass any directions on
the plea seeking the President's rule
and deployment of paramilitary
forces in Bengal following the
violence in Murshidabad over the
Wagf law.Three people died in the
riots that saw several vehicles being
torched and shops and houses being
ransacked.

Seelampur murder case: Seven
arrested, two juveniles detained

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Police have
arrested seven persons, including two
women, and detained two juveniles
aged 15 and 17, in connection with the

murder of a 17-year-old boy in north- |

east Delhi’s Seelampur area, an official

said on Sunday. The victim, identified |
as Kunal, was stabbed to death on the 4%

evening of Thursday (April 17).
The arrested persons
identified as Sahil (18), Zahida (42),
and Vikas (29), all residents of New
Seelampur; Sohaib (35), a resident of
Gautam Puri; and Nafish (32) and
Aneesh (19), both from Meerut.
Following the incident, local residents
staged protests and blocked roads,
leading to severe traffic disruptions on
Friday.According to Delhi Police, they
received information about the
stabbing around 7:38 pm on Thursday.
Kunal was first taken to Jag Pravesh
Chandra Hospital, where he later died

have been

said that, based on evidence collected
from various sources, they identified
the suspects involved. “One woman,
named Zikra, was arrested on the
evening of 18 April. Teams from the
North-East District conducted raids
across Delhi NCR, including
Ghaziabad, Meerut, Moradabad, and
Amroha in Uttar Pradesh,” said a
senior police officer. Based on a
detailed analysis of clues, technical

during treatment. He is survived by his
parents, three brothers, and a sister.
Kunal’s mother said her son had gone
out to buy milk when the attack took
place. She alleged that a woman from
the locality, along with her associate.
was responsible for the murder.

“My son was stabbed several times. He

tried to escape and ran into a doctor’s
clinic, but they followed him and
stabbed him again,” she said. Police

surveillance, and manual
intelligence, eight other accused were
apprehended.

A police officer privy to the probe said
that the investigation so far suggests
that Sahil had an old rivalry with
Kunal, and on April 17, the group
cornered him and stabbed him
repeatedly. “Efforts are underway to
recover the weapons used in the crime.
Further investigation is in progress,”
the police officer added.

‘Meet us outside, and we will see how you return home alive’:
Convict threatens woman judge inside Delhi courtroom

NewDelhi. A convict and his
lawyer recently threatened
and hurled abuses at a woman ,
judge inside a courtroom in
Delhi after a conviction in a ,
six-year-old cheque bounce
case."Tu hai kya cheez
............. ki tu bahar mil
dekhte hai kaise zinda ghar
jaati hai (who are you even?
Meet us outside, and we will
see how you return home
alive),” the convict told the
judge on April 2 as per the order passed
by Judicial Magistrate First Class (NI
Act) Shivangi Mangla of Dwarka
Court the same day.

She convicted the accused under Section
138 (dishonour of cheque) of the
Negotiable Instruments Act. Judge
Mangla also said in her order that he
held an object in his hand, which he
tried to throw at her after she passed the
conviction order.

After hearing the judgment not in his
favour, he “erupted with anger™ at the
Jjudge in the open court as to how the

=l

judgment of conviction could be
passed, the judge noted in the order. He
started harassing the judge in
“unofficial Hindi language with
commentary against the mother” of the
judge, she added.

“Then again they both (convict and

counsel) harassed me mentally and
physically to resign from job and they
both again harassed to acquit the
accused else they will file complaint
against me and forcibly arrange my
resignation,” the judge said in her
order.The judge, in the order, said
appropriate action should be initiated

against the convict before the
National Commission for Women
(NCW) for the threats and
harassment. She also ordered a
showcause notice to be issued to
his counsel, Athul Kumar, to
provide in writing the explanation
for his conduct and why he should
not be referred to the Delhi High
Court for initiating criminal
contempt proceedings for
“  misbehaviour.

Three days later, on April 5, the
Judge sentenced the convict to simple
imprisonment for 22 months and
directed him to pay a Rs 6.65 lakh fine
in the cheque case. The convict’s
counsel requested a lenient sentence,
stating that his client was a 63-year-old
retired government teacher with three
unemployed sons.In her order dated
April 5, she also referred the matter to
the principal district and sessions judge
for the South West district in Dwarka
for referral to the Delhi High Court to
take up appropriate proceedings
regarding the April 2 order.

Ganga, Brahmaputra basins hit
23-year low in snow

persistence: Data

NEW DELHI. The Ganga and Brahmaputra
basins are witnessing a record low in snow
persistence in the past 23 years, raising concerns
about an impending water crisis that could affect
the over- 650-million people dependent on the
snow-fed river systems. As per latest data, this
decline in snow persistence has been
consistently observed for three consecutive
years.

Seasonal snowmelt is crucial for water availability
in the vast stretches drained by the two perennial
rivers. It contributes to around 23% of the annual
flow, especially in early summer, and nourishes
rivers for various purposes including agriculture
and hydropower.According to the latest Snow
Update Report of the Hindu Kush Himalaya
region, snow persistence — the duration that
snow remains on the ground — in the Ganga basin
this year has been 24.1% below normal, the
lowest in past 23 years.The current snowmelt
deficit may lead to reduced river flow in early
summer. In contrast, the basin recorded its
highest snow persistence in 2015, when it stood
at 30.2% above normal. The basin had a deficit of
13.6% and 20.4% snow persistence in
November 2023 and March 2024 respectively.
This year, the deficit has increased to 24.1%. In
the past six years, four seasons witnessed a
deficit in snow persistence. In 2020 and 2022,
the Ganga basin witnessed a snow surplus, 27%
and 26.4% above normal respectively.

The consistent decline of snow for the past three
years has put the lives of India’s 43% population
who reside in the Ganga basin at risk.Similarly,
the Brahmaputra basin has also recorded a
consitent dip in snow persistence which fell to its
lowest-27.9% below normal-in 2025. The basin
had recorded a deficit of 10.7% and 15.7% in
snow persistence in November 2023 and March
2024, respectively.

‘Our salaries can’t keep pace’:
Parents vs Delhi schools as
fees skyrocket

Rs 34,000. That's how much this 42-year-old

mother, who lives in Delhi’s Vasant Vihar,
spends every month on educating her two
children — it’s nearly half her salary of Rs
80,000.Since the Covid pandemic in 2020, the
woman, who is a government employee, has
been managing the houschold by herself. Her
husband had to move to another city for work.

When the new school year started in April, the
woman was shocked to see the hike in school
fees. “In the last one-and-a-half years alone, the
fees have increased by 43-45%,” she said.

Her daughters study at Chinmaya Vidyalaya in
Vasant Vihar; the eldest is in high school and the
younger one in middle school.“Once a child
enters class 9... It’'s a lock-in period. They
continue till class 12 in the same school; it’s very
difficult to switch at that stage,” she said.

For a class 11 or 12 Science student, the total
monthly fee is now Rs 13,728 — a 52% jump
from 2023 when it was Rs 8,975.“We are a
middle-class family,” the woman added. “My
husband works in another city. | manage
everything here, including the finances... what
can | do?”The mother is not alone in her
frustration over the rising cost of private
education.In recent weeks, parents by the
hundreds took to Delhi’s streets to protest against
fee hikes across several private schools. This was
no spontaneous outburst — it came after months
of tension, attempts at dialogue, and rising
discontent.

The trigger for the hike was a Delhi High Court
order from April 2024, Justice C Hari Shankar, in
an interim order, had stayed a Directorate of
Education (DoE) order requiring private schools
on government-allotted land to seek prior
approval before raising fees. The court said
schools only need to submit a fee statement
under Section 17(3) of the Delhi School
Education Act and Rules (DSEAR), 1973, and
limited the DoE’s role to checking for
profiteering or capitation fees.For schools, the
decision eased a major hurdle — they no longer
had to wait for the DoE’s approval. With over
390 schools — out of a total of 1,677 private
schools — on land allotted by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) at concessional
rates now exempt from seeking official sanction,
the impact was immediate.

Hornet's nest: Save Ancient
knowledge from cow dung tales

-
~Such act of pasting
cow-dung on the wall
of the classrooms,

belittle the vision of the

National Education

by the students, he became the face of |

the right’s opposition to Marxist
dogma.In a recent article (published in
this newspaper) Paranjape startled
many by mentioning, “I experienced a
campus suffocated by ideological
conformity; the Left’s intolerance was
stifling. But Right rigidity and anti-
intellectualism are scarcely better.

Policy (NEP) 2020 to

Earlier, 1 had watched scholars and
students shunned for daring to question

resurrect ancient Indian

Marxist dogma or exploring nationalist

knowledge for public

perspectives. Inquiry gave way to

ood.

swung to the other extreme.”
One has never been a student of the

NewDelhi.

Novelist and columnist
Makarand Paranjape was one of the
earliest visible faces of right of the centre
ideological track in the predominantly
Left-leaning Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU). Publicly heckled by then JNU
Students Union (JNUSU) president
Kanhaiya Kumar for resisting a strike call

as university reporter and then in variot

loyalty tests. Now, the pendulum has |

Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) but
has watched it for four decades now. First
as a student of Delhi University, fed on the
stories of the Utopian ideas of the campus
down south, and then as a journalist. First

other capacities. One always felt there was
a marked difference between the two
eminent centres of education, set-up

almost 50 years apart.First and foremost
was the topography. Delhi University had
an open campus with prominent bus
routes of the Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) criss-crossing through it. It was
rightly called an open campus, whereas
JNU came up in an enclosure. This open
and closed approach to ideological
debates also reflected on these two
campuses. Whereas the Delhi University

1S

believed in the true spirit of the phrase -
Let the 100 flowers bloom, and not the
way Mao Zedong meant, JNU shunned
those who questioned the Marxist
dogma.

Unfortunately in the past few years Delhi
University too has shown a particular
streak, as Paranjape would put it,
‘inquiry giving way to loyalty tests.’
This has specially become dominant
during the tenure of the present Vice
Chancellor. This is sad, as Yogesh
Singh’s contribution in ending
adhocism on the campus is
unparalleled. However, somehow his
administration has failed to convey the

message that academic merit mattered

over Hinduvta manners.The burning

example of this being a Principal of a

college pasting cow-dung on the wall of

the classrooms to illustrate her initiative at
promoting Indian Knowledge System.

Lakshmibai College’s principal Pratyush

Vatsala applied cow dung to a classroom’s

walls, citing traditional cooling methods.
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Two Turkish men shot dead
in Germany's spa town,
manhunt on

Berlin. German police in a spa town north of Frankfurt
were expanding a manhunt for one or more suspects
still on the loose after two Turkish men were fatally
shot a day earlier, reports said Sunday.Police in the
Hesse region said the two victims were gunned down
in a residential area of Bad Nauheim, about 35
kilometres (about 22 miles) north of Frankfurt, and a
motive was not immediately known.German news
agency DPA said authorities could not rule out that
one or more suspects might have been involved, and
the crime appeared to have been motivated by
personal reasons. Citing police and prosecutors, the
agency said the two victims were a father-in-law
aged 59, and a son-in-law aged 28.According to
Hessenschau, a regional publication linked to a
public broadcaster, a large police contingent was
deployed after the shootings on Saturday, and local
residents indicated that special forces had been sent
to the site, along with emergency vehicles and a
police helicopter.

Israel says 'professional
failures' led to killings of 15
Gaza medics, fires
commander

world. An Israeli investigation into the killings of 15
Palestinian medics last month in Gaza by Israeli
forces said Sunday it found a chain of “professional
failures” and a deputy commander has been fired.

The shootings outraged many in the international
community, with some calling the killings a war
crime. Medical workers have special protection
under international humanitarian law. The
International Red Cross/Red Crescent called it the
deadliest attack on its personnel in eight years.Israel
at first claimed that the medics’ vehicles did not have
emergency signals on when troops opened fire but
later backtracked. Cellphone video recovered from
one medic contradicted Israel’s initial account.
Footage shows the ambulances had lights flashing
and logos visible as they pulled up to help another
ambulance that earlier came under fire.The military
investigation found that the deputy battalion
commander acted under the incorrect assumption that
all the ambulances belonged to Hamas militants. It
said the deputy commander, operating under “poor
night visibility,” felt his troops were under threat
when the ambulances sped toward their position and
medics rushed out to check the victims. The military
said the flashing lights were less visible on night-
vision drones and goggles.The ambulances
immediately came under a barrage of gunfire that
went on for more than five minutes with brief pauses.
Minutes later, soldiers opened fire at a UN car that
stopped at the scene.Eight Red Crescent personnel,
six Civil Defense workers and a UN staffer were
killed in the shooting before dawn on March 23 by
troops conducting operations in Tel al-Sultan, a
district of the southern Gaza city of Rafah. Troops
bulldozed over the bodies along with their mangled
vehicles, burying them in a mass grave. UN and
rescue workers were only able to reach the site a week
later.The Israeli military said soldiers buried the
bodies to prevent them from being mangled by stray
dogs and coyotes until they could be collected, and
that the ambulances were moved to allow the route to
be used for civilian evacuations later that day.

Lelenskyy says Russia is
trying to create an
'impression of a ceasefire’
as attacks continue

KYIV. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
accused Russia on Sunday of creating a false
appearance of honoring an Easter ceasefire, saying
Moscow continued to launch attacks after Russian
President Vladimir Putin announced a unilateral
temporary truce.“As of Easter morning, we can say
that the Russian army is trying to create a general
impression of a ceasefire, but in some places, it does
not abandon individual attempts to advance and
inflict losses on Ukraine,” Zelenskyy said in a post
on X.y morning that Ukrainian forces had recorded
59 instances of Russian shelling and five assaults by
units along the front line, as well as dozens of drone
strikes.In later updates, Zelenskyy said that despite
Ukraine declaring a symmetrical approach to
Russian actions, “the trend of increasing the use of
heavy weaponry by Russian forces continues.” He
said, however, that it was “a good thing, at least, that
there were no air raid sirens.”He noted that some
Ukrainian troops were killed in a Russian "ambush”
on Sunday in the Donetsk region, and said the
Russian soldiers responsible would be “eliminated."

Russia’s Defense Ministry accused Ukrainian forces
of overnight attacks in the Donetsk region despite
the ceasefire. It said Ukraine had sent 48 drones into
Russian territory.According to the ministry, there
were “dead and wounded among the civilian
population,” without giving details. It claimed
Russian troops had strictly observed the truce.

Russia-installed officials in the partially occupied
Ukrainian region of Kherson also said Ukrainian
forces had launched attacks.Zelenskyy said that
Russia must fully adhere to the ceasefire conditions
and reiterated Ukraine’s offer to extend the truce for
30 days when it ends midnight Sunday. Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said Moscow had
not responded to Kyiv's proposal.“In practice, either
Putin does not have full control over his army, or the
situation proves that in Russia, they have no
intention of making a genuine move toward ending
the war, and are only interested in favorable PR
coverage,” Zelenskyy wrote.
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Easter ceasefire crumbles as Russiq,
Ukraine accuse the other of violations

Moscow, Russia and Ukraine accused each
other of thousands of attacks that violated
the one-day Easter ceasefire declared by
President Vladimir Putin, with the Kremlin
saying there was no order to extend the
pause in frontline fighting. Washington said
it would welcome an extension of the truce,
and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
reiterated several times Ukraine's
willingness to pause strikes for 30 days in
the war.But Putin, who sent thousands of
Russian troops into Ukraine in February
2022 and who ordered on Saturday the halt
in all military activity along the front line
until midnight Moscow time (2100 GMT)
on Sunday, did not give orders to extend
it."There were no other commands,"
Russia's TASS state news agency cited
Kremlin's spokesperson Dmitry Peskov as
saying when asked whether the ceasefire
could be prolonged. While there were no air
raid alerts in Ukraine on Sunday, soon after
midnight on Monday, the Ukrainian air
force issued alerts for east and southeast

Trump to close embassies across Africa
in state departme

world. The Trump administration plans

to eliminate most of the State
Department’s Africa operations as
part of a sweeping overhaul of the
agency, The New York Times
reported, citing a draft executive
order that could be signed as early as
this week.

administration plans to shut down
American embassies and consulates
across Sub-Saharan Africa and
eliminate the State Department’s
Bureau of African Affairs.The
proposed changes go beyond Africa. A
16-page draft order, which is not dated
and also reviewed by CNBC, outlines a
reorganization of the entire department
under an “America First Strategic
Doctrine.”In addition to cuts in Africa,
the US will reduce its diplomatic

presence in Canada, with operations
moved to a smaller North American
Affairs team under Secretary of State
Marco Rubio.

Regional bureaus would be consolidated
into four “regional corps,” and several
offices and programs, including those
focused on democracy, human rights,

regions of the country, warning of missile
and drone strikes.Ukrainian forces reported
nearly 3,000 violations of Russia's own
ceasefire vow, Zelenskyy said early on
Monday, adding that Kyiv forces were
instructed to mirror the Russian army's
actions."We will respond to silence with
silence, our strikes will be to protect against
Russian strikes," Zelenskyy said in a post
on the Telegram messaging app.The largest
number of Russian shelling and assault
operations took place along the frontline
part near the embattled eastern town of
Pokrovsk, Zelenskyy said.Late on Sunday,
Zelenskyy said the absence of air raid alerts
suggested a "format of ceasefire that has
been achieved," and he proposed that
Russia abandon drone and missile strikes
on civilian targets for at least 30 days.

If Russia does not agree, it will be proof'that it
intends to continue doing only those things
that destroy human lives and prolong the
war, Zelenskyy added.In a separate Easter
video message, Zelenskyy urged

new

nt overhaul:

servants unwilling to serve under the

option to exit the department via a one-
time buyout program, which would
remain open through September 30.
The full transition is scheduled for
completion by October 1, according to
the draft.

W

Ukrainians not to give up hope that peace
will one day return."We know what we are
defending," said Zelenskyy, wearing a
traditional Ukrainian embroidered shirt
and standing in front of Saint Sophia's
Cathedral in Kyiv. "We know what we are
fighting for."

Russia's Defence Ministry said Ukraine had
broken the ceasefire more than 1,000 times,
damaging infrastructure and causing
civilian deaths.The ministry said Ukrainian
forces had shot at Russian positions 444
times and said it had counted more than 900
Ukrainian drone attacks, including on

Report

and climate policy, would
be shut down entirely. The
order also proposes ending
the long-standing Foreign
Service Officer Test,
replacing it with a new
evaluation method that
assesses candidates based
in part on their alignment
with the president’s foreign
policy vision.

Career diplomats and civil

structure would be given the

Crimea and the Russian border areas of
the Bryansk, Kursk and Belgorod
regions."As a result, there are deaths
and injuries among the civilian
population, as well as damage to
civilian facilities," the ministry said.
Reuters was unable to immediately verify
the battlefield reports.The apparent
failure to observe even an Easter
ceasefire shows how hard it will be for
US President Donald Trump to clinch a
lasting peace deal. The president still struck
an optimistic note Sunday, saying that
"hopefully" the two sides would make a
deal "this week" to end the conflict.On
Friday, Trump and his Secretary of State,
Marco Rubio, said the US would walk
away from peace efforts unless there are
clearsigns of progress soon.
TRUMP'S PEACE PUSH
Last month, after Ukraine accepted Trump's
proposal for a 30-day truce, Putin said
crucial issues of verification had not been
sorted out.
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El Salvador's Bukele offers
Maduro US-deported Venezuelans
in prisoner swap deal

women’s issues, migration, World. El Salvador President Nayib Bukele on Sunday
proposed sending 252 Venezuelans deported from the
US and imprisoned in his country to Venezuela, in
exchange for taking "political prisoners" held by
Venezuela.

In a post on X, Bukele asked that Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro hand over 252 "of the political
prisoners you are holding," under his proposed
deal. The Salvadoran leader did not say whether the
prisoners would be incarcerated again upon an
exchange.Venezuela's Ministry of Communication did
notrespond to arequest for comment.

Among those Bukele proposed for release from
Venezuela were journalist Roland Carreno, human
rights lawyer Rocio San Miguel and Corina Parisca de
Machado, mother of Venezuelan opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado, who he said is subjected to
daily threats at her home.He also mentioned nearly 50
detainees of other nationalities, including U.S., German
and French citizens, as part of the proposed exchange.

Bukele said his Foreign Ministry would formally present

the proposal to the Venezuelan government through

Israel cancels visas for 27 French

lawmakers amid tensions with France

act against the State of Israel. This
decision comes amid growing
diplomatic tensions between Israel and
France, especially after French
President Emmanuel Macron recently

This decision comes amid
diplomatic tensions between
Israel and France, especially
after French President
Emmanuel Macron recently
announced that France would
move foward recognizing a
Palestinian state at an
international conference in June.

world. The Israeli government has
cancelled visas for 27 French left-wing
lawmakers and local officials just two
days before they were set to begin a
five-day visit to Isracl and the
Palestinian territories.The delegation,
comprising members of France’s
Ecologist and Communist parties, was
invited by the French consulate in
Jerusalem. Their mission, according to
the group, aimed to “strengthen
international cooperation and promote
a culture of peace.”Israel’s interior
ministry justified the action, citing a
law that allows the government to deny
entry to individuals deemed likely to

announced that France would move

toward recognizing a Palestinian state
at an international conference in
June.17 members of the group have
denounced the visa cancellations as
“collective punishment” and called on
President Macron to intervene. “For the
first time, two days before our
departure, the Israeli authorities
canceled our entry visas that had been
approved one month ago,” The Times
of Israel quoted the group as
saying.“We want to understand what
led to this sudden decision, which
resembles collective punishment," they

added.The lawmakers also demanded a

meeting with Macron and urged his

administration to take firm action to
address what they termed a “major
rupture in diplomatic ties.”

The delegation included National
Assembly deputies Franois Ruffin,
Alexis Corbire, and Julie Ozenne
(Ecologist Party), Communist deputy
Soumya Bourouaha, and Communist
senator Marianne Margate, along
with several left-wing mayors and
local council members.This incident
comes after similar actions were taken
by Israel against European officials.
Just days earlier, Israeli authorities
detained and deported two British

MPs from the governing Labour

Party—Yuan Yang and Abtisam

Mohamed—at Tel Aviv’s airport, citing

the same law. British Foreign Secretary

David Lammy criticized the move as

“unacceptable.”

Earlier in February, Israel also blocked
entry to two left-wing members of the
European Parliament—Franco-
Palestinian MEP Rima Hassan and
Irish MEP Lynn Boylan.Netanyahu has
strongly opposed any moves toward
recognizing a Palestinian state, saying
that such recognition would be a “huge
reward for terrorism.”

diplomatic channels.Last month, the administration of
President Donald Trump deported at least 200
Venezuelans from the United States to El Salvador,
accusing them of being members of the Tren de Aragua
criminal gang. The U.S. is paying El Salvador $6
million to detain the migrants in its high-security
Terrorism Confinement Center.The Venezuelan
government has said it has no political prisoners and
that imprisoned people have been convicted of crimes.
However, non-governmental organizations claim that
more than 800 people are detained for political reasons.

The Venezuelan government has denied that the
Venezuelans deported by the U.S. have gang affiliations.
Lawyers and family members of the detainees have also
asserted that the migrants have no ties to criminal
groups.On Saturday, the US Supreme Court
temporarily blocked the Trump administration from
deporting another group of Venezuelan migrants
accused of gang ties under a rarely used wartime law,
issuing a stay after the American Civil Liberties Union
asked the court to intervene on an emergency basis.

The Trump administration pressed the Supreme Court to
reject the ACLU's request on the migrants' behalf, once
they review the matter further. White House officials
said the president remains committed to his
immigration crackdown, but gave no indication the
administration would defy the court's decision.

JD Vance meets Pope Francis amid
tensions over Trump's deportation plans

US Vice President JD Vance
met briefly with Pope
Francis on Easter Sunday,
after they got into a long-
distance tangle over the
Trump administration's
migrant deportation plans.

of the reception rooms of the Vatican hotel
where he lives. The 88-year-old pope
offered the Catholic vice president three
big chocolate Easter eggs for Vance’s three
young children, who did not attend, as well
as a Vatican tie and rosaries.“I know you
have not been feeling great but it’s good to
see you in better health,” Vance told the
pope. “Thank you for seeing me.”Vance’s
motorcade entered Vatican City through a
side gate while Easter Mass was being
celebrated in St. Peter’s Square. Francis
had delegated the celebration of the Mass
to another cardinal.The Vatican said they
met for a few minutes at the Domus Santa
Marta “to exchange Easter greetings.”

—Vance’s office said the vice president

world. US Vice President JD Vance met
briefly with Pope Francis on Sunday to
exchange Easter greetings, after they got
into a long-distance tangle over the Trump
administration’s migrant deportation plans.
Francis, who is recovering from a near-fatal
bout of pneumonia, received Vance in one

“expressed his gratitude to Pope Francis
for inviting him to meet on Easter Sunday
and for the hospitality the Vatican has
extended to his family.”“I pray for you
every day,” Vance said as he bid Francis
farewell. “God bless you.”In all, Vance’s
motorcade was on Vatican territory for 17
minutes. The vice president later joined his

family for Easter Mass at St. Paul Outside
the Walls, one of the four pontifical
basilicas in Rome. The Vances visited the
tomb of the apostle St. Paul that is said to be
located there.Vance, who converted to

Catholicism in 2019, and the pope have
tangled sharply over migration and the
Trump administration’s plans to deport
migrants en masse. Francis has made caring
for migrants a hallmark of his papacy.Just
days before he was hospitalized in
February, Francis blasted the deportation
plans, warning that they would deprive
migrants of their inherent dignity. In a letter

to U.S. bishops, Francis also appeared to

respond to Vance directly for having

claimed that Catholic doctrine justified
such policies.Vance has acknowledged

Francis® criticism but has said he will
continue to defend his views. During a
Feb. 28 appearance at the National
Catholic Prayer Breakfast in Washington,
Vance didn’t address the issue specifically
but called himself a “baby Catholic” and
acknowledged there are “things about the
faith that [ don’tknow.”

Vance met Saturday with the Vatican
secretary of state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin,
and foreign minister, Archbishop Paul
Gallagher.Vance’s office said he and
Parolin “discussed their shared religious

faith, Catholicism in the United States, the

plight of persecuted Christian communities
around the world, and President Trump’s
commitment to restoring world peace.”

The Vatican, for its part, said there was an
“exchange of opinions” including over
migrants and refugees and current
conflicts.
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BCCI annual contracts:
Who's in and who's out and
debutants in 34-man list

New Delhi The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) announced their annual player
retainership for 2024-25 on Monday, April
21 as several new names were added to the
list of the centrally contracted players.
Captain Rohit Sharma, along with senior
players Virat Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah and
Ravindra Jadeja, reained A+ contract.

Wicketkeeper batter Rishabh Pant, who made
a comeback to international cricket after
surviving a near-fatal car crash in December
2022, has been promoted from Grade B to A.
Star batter Shreyas Iyer has stormed his way
into Grade B on the back of phenomenal
performances in India’s ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 triumph.The right-handed
batter was the second-highest run scorer of
the tournament with 243 runs from five
innings at an average of 48.60 with two
fifties to his name. Apart from him,

wicketkeeper batter Ishan Kishan was also
included under Grade C after not being
considered last year.Several reports claimed
that both Iyer and Kishan missed out on their
contracts for reportedly skipping domestic
cricket, but the BCCI didn’t specify the
reason publicly. Apart from them, Varun
Chakravarthy managed to earn his maiden
contract under Grade C following his
remarkable comeback to international
cricketin2024

The wrist-spinner was the joint second-highest
wicket-taker of the ICC Champions Trophy
with nine wickets to his name from three
innings. All-rounder Nitish Kumar Reddy
was also amongst the ones to earn a maiden
central contract following his phenomenal
show in the Border Gavaskar Trophy 2024-
25.Reddy made valuable contributions
lower down the order throughout the series,
which included a century in the fourth Test at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG).
Swashbuckling opener Abhishek Sharma
and fast bowlers Akash Deep and Harshit
Rana also managed to get their maiden
contracts after leaving a mark in
international cricket in the 2024-25 season.

Meanwhile, Jitesh Sharma, Shardul Thakur,
KS Bharat and Avesh Khan failed to get
retained under Grade C.

Gukesh doesn't need to
prove anything to
anyone: Srinath

CHENNALI D Gukesh became the youngest-
ever world champion in history in Singapore
last year, but his achievement has not been
acknowledged gleefully by players like
Magnus Carlsen and Vladimir Kramnik.
Now, Norwegian GM Jon Ludvig Hammer
has questioned the ability of Gukesh to be the
world champion for a longer period.

The main reason for these doubts is Gukesh's
poor show during the Freestyle Chess Grand
Slam Tour. Many former players commented
that Gukesh did not play like a world champ
at the freestyle event. But GM and noted

coach Srinath N backed Gukesh to come
good in the upcoming tournaments and
perhaps go on to defend his crown. "I don't
feel any particular attempt to downplay
Gukesh as the world champion in general. He
is universally accepted as the world
champion and there is no questioning that,"
said Srinath."Gukesh doesn't particularly
need to prove anything to anyone. I also
haven't noticed anyone mentioning that
Gukesh won the World championship by
luck. As for Gukesh's results in freestyle, I
think 1-2 tournaments is far too early to draw
any major conclusions," pointed out the
India gold-medal winning Chess Olympiad
coach.Hammer, Carlsen's second when he
beat Viswanathan Anand to become world
champion for the first time in 2013, said he
would be happy if Gukesh kept the title for a
long time. "Gukesh certainly has the ability
to keep the crown. But it will definitely not
be easy and his next challenger could very
well be one of his compatriots from India or
from his age group. Him and his trainers will
have the best idea on what he needs to do to
improve and defend his title," opined
Srinath.Hammer had also stated that all the
top players and Gukesh were on par and that
the world crown could keep passing on from
one player to another and that it was not good
for the sport.

Fed up of praising (SK: How Mayanti Langer
got Kieron Pollard fo drop the diplomacy

«Mumbai Indians hammered
Chennai by 9 wickets on
Sunday in Mumbai

«MI ended their four-match
losing streak to arch-rivals (SK

«Kieron Pollard revaled how he
fired up MI during a pep talk

—

New Delhi West Indies great and Mumbai

Indians batting coach Kieron Pollard tried to
play it diplomatic when assessing Mumbai
Indians' emphatic win over Chennai Super
Kings in their IPL 2025 clash on Sunday, 20
April. Pollard, however, was visibly
animated throughout the match, having
delivered a fiery pep talk ahead of the much-
anticipated 'El Clasico' at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai.Pollard admitted he was
thrilled to see MI finally get it right against
their long-time rivals. TV presenter Mayanti
Langer, however, nudged the former West
Indies captain to ditch the diplomacy and

share how he really felt about the high-
stakes MI vs CSK rivalry.The result? A
candid Pollard revealed what he told the
team in the pre-match huddle. MI vs
CSK, IPL 2025 Highlights"No, of
course, if you look at the start of the
game, Mahela (Jayawardene) gave me
the opportunity to speak to the guys,"
Pollard said. "One of the things I told
them was, 'I'm fed up of telling Chennai
well played over the last couple of years.'
The way the guys went out today - very
good."CSK entered the match with
momentum, having won the reverse
fixture in Chennai earlier this season. In
fact, MS Dhoni's side had beaten M1 in their
last four meetings in the IPL. But on Sunday,
Mumbai finally broke the streak.

MI produced a clinical all-round display,
starting with the ball as they restricted CSK
to a below-par 176 in their 20 overs. Despite
fighting half-centuries from Shivam Dube
and Ravindra Jadeja and a sparkling debut
cameo from 17-year-old Ayush Mhatre,
CSK couldn't push past the 200 mark - a par
score on a good batting surface.Mumbai's
bowlers were tactically spot-on, with Jasprit
Bumrah held back for the death overs to
nullify CSK's big-hitters. They also
deployed Mitchell Santner cleverly at the

end, using him against Dhoni to great effect.
POLLARD ON BUMRAH AND SKY
SHOWWith the bat, MI were ruthless.
Suryakumar Yadav was promoted to No. 3
and took down CSK's spinners - including
Noor Ahmad - with a flurry of sweeps and
lofted strokes. Rohit Sharma returned to
form with a commanding 76 off 45 balls,
while Suryakumar remained unbeaten on 68
from just 30 deliveries, guiding MI to a
thumping nine-wicket win in just 15.4 overs.
Pollard praised the team's tactical growth and
pointed to the clarity in their bowling plans
this season."A lot of planning has gone into
what we want to do. If you look at

Manchester United sets another
unwanted Premier Leugue record

MANCHESTER. Manchester United set

another unwanted club record on Sunday
after losing 1-0 to Wolverhampton.A 15th
league loss of the season is the most United
has suffered in any single campaign in the
Premier League era and emphasizes the
club's ongoing decline.United has
dominated England's top flight since the
inception of the Premier League in 1992 —
winning 13 titles. But it has not been
crowned champion since 2013 when former
manager Alex Ferguson retired.Last season
it set a new high for league losses with 14
defeats. With five rounds still to go, Ruben
Amorim's team has already gone past that
benchmark."We need to fight for wins, score
goals and try to get more points," Amorim
said. "This season is going to end like this.
We need to take the positives, try to work on
the things we need to improve."We have to
work and try to be better in the first game of
next season."Amorim said in Jnuary that

this might be the worst team in the club's
history and the lows have kept on coming. A
15th league loss is the most for any United
team since the 1989-90 campaign when it
was defeated 16 times in England's old
Division One.Premier League statistician
Opta said an eighth home defeat in the
league was the most since United was beaten
nine times in 1962-63.Worst points total in
Premier League

United is already certain to set the club's

worst-ever points total in the Premier
League. The latest loss left it on 38 points.
United's lowest total was 58 in the 2021-22
season. Even a perfect finish would only
see United amass 53 this term.The record
20-time English champion is also on
course to record its lowest league finish in
the Premier League.The previous low
was set by Erik ten Hag's team last season
when finishing eighth in the standings -
the club's worst final position in 34 years.
United is currently 14th and 11 points behind
eighth-placed Bournemouth.Silver lining

But Amorim could still end the campaign on a

successful note by winning the Europa
League. United staged a dramatic fightback
to beat Lyon 5-4 on Thursday and advance to
the semifinals of Europe's second tier
competition.United plays Athletic Bilbao in
the next round. The Europa League winner
also qualifies for next season's Champions
League.

Ml vs CSK: Powerplay woes keep haunting
Chennai in horror IPL 2025 campaign

«(SK scored only 48 runs in
the powerplay vs Ml

« (SK slumped to their sixth
defeat in IPL 2025

« (SK kept struggling at the
hottom of the table

Ne w DelhiChennai Super Kings (CSK) are
teetering on the edge of elimination from the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025. A
crushing nine-wicket defeat to Mumbai
Indians (MI) has dealt a serious blow to their
hopes of finishing in the top four. Struggling
at the bottom of the table with a dismal net
run rate of -1.392, CSK now face an uphill
task just to stay in contention for a top-four
finish.

One of their key concerns has been their
underwhelming performance in the

powerplay. The days of cautiously
preserving wickets early to accelerate in the
death overs are long gone. On Sunday, CSK
managed just 48 runs in the powerplay—on
a pitch that offered little assistance to the
bowlers. MI, on the contrary, plundered 62
without loss in the powerplay.

The start was particularly sluggish for CSK,
with only eight runs scored in the first two
overs as the batters tried to assess the
conditions and the MI bowling attack.
Shaikh Rasheed struggled to find his
rhythm, and although debutant Ayush
Mhatre provided a brief spark with a
quickfire 32 off 15 balls, the damage had
already been done. CSK had once again

pattern this season.
‘Car hasn’t shifted gear’

didn’t hold back in his criticism, stating

over simply isn’t good enough in
modern T20 cricket. While other teams
are regularly racking up 80 to 90 runs in
the powerplay, Gavaskar pointed out
that the Super Kings have consistently
struggled to shift gears and accelerate
when it matters most.
“At the start, they were only getting up to
about eight runs an over in the first six overs,
which hasn’t really been the case over the

last couple of seasons. Most teams, even if

they lose three wickets early, still manage to
have scores of 50, 55, 60, 70, even 80,”
Gavaskar told the broadcasters after the
match."That’s what they’re struggling to do.
Once they start doing that, they’ll be a
different team. Because then, you’ll have
batters like Shivam Dube and others coming
in for the last 10 to 12 overs and smashing it

all over - and they’ll be putting up scores of

200.”

New Delhi

fallen behind early—an all-too-familiar

! Legendary cricketer Sunil Gavaskar

bluntly that scoring at eight runs per

Hyderabad in the last
game - those guys just
want to bash the ball.
So we took the pace
off," he said. "Tonight
again, credit to the
bowlers. Someone
like Bumrah - who's
so used to taking the
new ball - we held him
back. Dube came in
during the middle and
had to face Bumrah at
the back end. The
bowling unit is
working well together."On Suryakumar's
promotion and his impact against spin,
Pollard added: "Of course, we wanted him at
No. 3. We want him to face as many balls as
possible. But even in the back end, he's
dangerous. We try to understand the
opposition and where he can make the
biggest impact. Against Chennai, he reads
spin so well - he can manipulate the field,
sweep, reverse, and dominate."

With four wins in eight matches, MI appear to

be finding their rhythm at the right time.
Their next challenge comes in the form of an
in-form SunRisers Hyderabad side, away in
Hyderabad.

BCCI contracts: Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli in top, Shreyas Iyer,

Ishan Kishan return

The Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) announced the annual
central contracts for the senior men's team
for the 2024-25 season on Monday, April 21.
Shreyas Iyer and Ishan Kishan made a return
to the list after missing out last year, while
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli retained their
spots in the top bracket - Grade A-plus -
despite retiring from the T20I format in
2024.A total of 34 players were awarded
annual retainers for the 2024-25 season,
covering the period from October 1, 2024, to
September 30,2025.

BCCI ANNUAL RETAINDERSHIP FOR

2024-25

Grade A+: Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli, Jasprit

Bumrah, Ravindra Jadeja.Grade A:
Mohammed Siraj, KL Rahul, Shubman Gill,
Hardik Pandya, Mohammed Shami,

P
Enilva’es

Rishabh Pant.Grade B: Suryakumar Yadav,

Kuldeep Yadav, Axar Patel, Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Shreyas Iyer.Grade C: Rinku Singh,
Tilak Verma, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shivam
Dube, Ravi Bishnoi, Washington Sundar,
Mukesh Kumar, Sanju Samson, Arshdeep
Singh, Prasidh Krishna, Rajat Patidar,
Dhruv Jurel, Sarfaraz Khan, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Ishan Kishan, Abhishek Sharma,
Akash Deep, Varun Chakaravarthy, Harshit
Rana.There were doubts over whether Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli would be retained in
Grade A-plus along with Ravindra Jadeja
after the trio retired from T20Is after
winning the World Cup last year.

However, all three players have been retained

in the top bracket along with Jasprit Bumrah.
All three are still part of India's ODI and Test
set-ups.Meanwhile, R Ashwin has been
dropped from the contracted players list
after he retired from international cricket last
year.Rishabh Pant, on the other hand, has
moved from Grade B to Grade A. Shreyas
Iyer and Ishan Kishan slot back into Grade B
and Grade C, respectively. The two players
were stripped of their BCCI contracts last
year for apparent failure to play domestic
cricket consistently.

KKR vs GT, IPL 2025 Preview: Predicted

wIPL 2025, KKR vs GT Prediction:

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) are set to
take on Gujarat Titans (GT) in their
eighth fixture of the Indian Premier
League 2025 (IPL 2025). The Ajinkya
Rahane-led side will be desperate to
bounce back following their
embarrassing loss vs Punjab Kings.

New Delhi Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) are

set to take on Gujarat Titans (GT) in Match
39 of the Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL
2025) on Monday, April 21 at Eden Gardens,
Kolkata. The Ajinkya Rahane-led side are
coming into the game on the back of an
embarrassing loss against Punjab Kings
(PBKS) after they failed to chase down the
targetof 112.

eight wickets in hand but ended up suffering
adramatic collapse to get bundled out for 95.
Following their loss,
seventh on the points table with three wins
from seven matches having six points to
their name.The defending Champions are
struggling due to their middle order woes
with Rinku Singh, Andre Russell, Venkatesh
Iyer and Ramandeep Singh not being able to
live up to their past standards. Hence, KKR
have a lot to fix as they progress ahead in the
tournament and will be desperate to bounce
back on the winning track in the upcoming
fixture.On the other hand, Gujarat are
coming into the fixture after beating Delhi
Capitals (DC) by seven wickets. The
Shubman Gill-led side are on a roll in the
ongoing season, being on top of the points
table with five wins from seven matches
having ten points to their name. GT are firing
all cylinders with a collective effort from the
batting and bowling units.The 2022
Champions are looking like the team to beat

KKR are placed |

in the ongoing season and are likely to give a
tough fight to Kolkata in their home den.
With another win against KKR, Gujarat will
look to consolidate their top spot.
HEAD-TO-HEAD: KKRvs GT
Gujarat have the upper hand over Kolkata in
terms of head-to-head records between the

two teams having beaten them twice out of

the three matches.

KR vs GT: TEAM NEWS

Fast bowler Kagiso Rabada remains
unavailable for Gujarat after flying back
home due to personal reasons. On the other

Xl, team news and Kolkata pitch conditions

Kolkata needed just 60 runs to win, having

hand, there are no injury concerns in the
KKR camp.

KKR vs GT: PREDICTED PLAYING XIs

and IMPACT SUBS

Kolkata Knight Riders: Sunil Narine, Quinton

de Kock(wk), Ajinkya Rahane(c), Venkatesh
Iyer, Angkrish Raghuvanshi, Rinku Singh,
Andre Russell, Ramandeep Singh, Harshit
Rana, Anrich Nortje, Vaibhav Arora

Impact Sub: Varun Chkarvarthy
Gujarat Titans:

Shubman Gill(c), Sai
Sudharsan, Jos Buttler(wk), Sherfane
Rutherford, Shahrukh Khan, Rahul Tewatia,
Arshad Khan, Rashid Khan, Ravisrinivasan
Sai Kishore, Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna

KKR vs GT: Weather and Kolkata Pitch

Prediction

The surface at the Eden Gardens has been a

high-scoring one over the past few seasons
and it’s likely to remain the same for the
upcoming fixture. The batters are going to
enjoy all of their shots while spinners will get
some assistance from the surface.
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0pens Up About Marriage: 'Okay If It
\ Happens, Okay If It Doesn't

: amal Haasan, Trisha Krishnan and Silambarasan TR are
e on a promotional spree for theirupcoming film Thug Life.
s the release date for Mani Ratnam’s highly anticipated
film draws closer, the lead cast is leaving no stone unturned to
further elevate the hype. Now, during a recent press meeting
about the film, the lead actress Trisha Krishnan addressed a
long-standing question about her personal life, leaving many
surprised. While she has established herself as one of the
bankable actresses in South cinema, fans have often expressed
curiosity about when the celebrated actress plans to tie the knot.
y At the Thug Life press meeting, Trisha directly addressed this
frequently asked question with a candid revelation about her
beliefs on marriage. She revealed that she doesn’t believe in the
concept of marriage and is content either way, whether she
marries or not.

) 1 .

“I don’t believe in marriage. It’s okay if
it happens, okay if it doesn’t,
too," stated the actress,
leaving those present and
her fans stunned by her
view.

When veteran actor
Kamal Haasan was
also asked about his
views on marriage
during the same
press meeting, he
shared an anecdote
involving MP John
Brittas from about a

decade ago.

Speaking in Tamil,

Haasan recounted,

“This happened 10-15
years ago. MP Brittas is a

very good friend of mine. He

asked me in front of a bunch of

college students, You are from a good

Brahmin family, how did you get married twice? I said, What

does being from a good family have to do with marriage? He

said no, but you pray to Lord Rama, so you live how he lived.

Firstly, I don’t pray to any god. 1 don’t follow Rama’s path;

perhaps | follow his father’s (Dasharatha) path (who had three
wives)," as reported by the Hindustan Times.

Interestingly, Trisha’s personal life has been full speculationons.
Rumours are rife about Trisha Krishnan being in a relationship
with her Ghilli co-star Thalapathy Vijay for quite some time
now. Despite both actors remaining tight-lipped about these
reports, their public appearances together continue to fuel the
ongoing speculation among fans,

'Arre Yaar, Nahi Chahiye Mujhe':

Bipasha Basu

Avoids Paps After Gym Class, Quickly Hops Into Car

ipasha Basu may have been away from films  papped)." Watch the video here: 4
fora while, but she continues to be a paparazzi  Meanwhile, social media users took to the co - )
favourite. The actor is often papped on her  section and guessed the reason for Bipa

family outings with daughter Devi and her husband  unwillingness to be clicked. “She didn’t do mal
Karan Singh Grover in the city. On Saturday, April  that’s why she’s refusing,"” wrote a netizen. A
19, the Race actor was clicked outside her gym  user blamed paps for the breach of p
class. Upon noticing paps, Bipasha avoided them  “Shameless paps. Why are you filming?" “Witl
and expressed that she doesn’t want to be clicked.  makeup thi sayed," said a third user.
She then got into her car and sped past them.Sans [ast year, Bipasha called out paparazzi for zoo i
y in their lens on actresses’ body parts.
Boss 15 star Rajiv Adatia had called out t
behaviour and took a stand against it on his
Instagram story. |

He wrote, “The media needs to stop showin
ladies backsides and saying guess who?
don’t see you focusing on men’s parts say
guess who!?? What's happening to the me
lately! You are covering some nonsense now
Adays! Bass karo!"

he same post was re-shared by the No Entry
actor on her Instagram story. She added.
“Absolutely offensive and annoying. Please
stop it if you are reading this," along with
folded hands emojis.On the film front,
Bipasha Basu was last seen in 2015 film,
Alone. She had a cameo appearance in 2018

film, Welcome To New York, starring Sonakshi

Sinha. In 2020, she made her web series debut with

MX Player series, Dangerous, co-starring husband

Karan Singh Grover. The actor has now taken a

temporary break from work to focus on her two-

year-old baby girl, Devi.

any makeup, Bipasha Basu was papped wearing a
loose T-shirt, gym pants with her hair tied onto a
bun.

She quickly hopped inside her car, all while telling
paps that she doesn’t want to be photographed:
“Arre yaar, nahi chahiye mujhe (I don’t want to be

Yuzvendra Chahal, RJ Mahvash
Spotted Together In Chandigarh
Amid Dating Rumours

Y Yy .
uzvendra Chahal and RJ Mahvash have been
hitting the headlines for their dating rumours.
While both of them have remained tight-

lipped about the speculations swirling on the

Internet, their joint appearances, and social media

posts add fuel to the rumours. Now, ahead of the IPL

2025 match between Royal Challengers Bengaluru

and Punjab Kings tomorrow, Yuzvendra and

Mahvash were spotted together by the paparazzi in

Chandigarh. A video of them exiting the Chandigarh

airport along with other members of Punjab Kings
went viral on social media.

The video that has surfaced on Instagram shows
Yuzvendra and Mahvash walking together as they
exited Chandigarh airport. Other team members
were also seen along with them. The rumoured
couple looked cheerful as they made their way
together to board the team bus. RJ Mahvash looked
chic in a white top, matching shorts and a grey
jacket. She had dark sunglasses on, and rounded off
her look with black sneakers. Meanwhile,
Yuzvendra was seen in a pink jersey and baggy
jeans. He was seen carrying the bags as they headed
to board the bus. Check out the video below!

Yuzvendra Chahal was previously married to
influencer and choreographer Dhanashree Verma.
The couple, who tied the knot in 2020, officially
announced their separation last month on March 20,
2025 .Meanwhile, rumours of Yuzvendra and
Mahvash dating have been swirling across the
internet for the past few months. Mahvash is always
seen cheering for Chahal’s Punjab Kings during the
ongoing IPL matches. A few days ago, his stellar
performance in Mohali drew praise from her. She
took to her Instagram stories to share a recent selfie
with the cricketer, and wrote, “What a talented man.
Highest wicket-taker for a reason. Asambhav!"

Last week, Mahvash attended a PBKS match in
Chandigarh and posted several photos from the
stands. One snapshot featured her cheering
passionately during the match, while another was a
selfie with Chahal, fueling further speculation about
their rumoured romance.

AstaGuru’s ShowKeen Unites
Bollywood And Art World At
Mumbai’s Nehru Centre

modern and contemporary Indian art has

recently brought together an extraordinary
collection of artistic wonders. Presented by
AstaGuru Auction House, this artistic event
invited an exclusive lineup of Bollywood stars.
Karan Johar, Manish Malhotra, Suhana Khan,
Farah Khan, Anita Shroff Adajania among other
stars graced the red carpet with their presence.

“ShowKeen is a celebration of artistic mastery
across time — where the revolutionary works of
modern Indian art stand alongside the bold
expressions of contemporary Indian artists,”
AstaGuru Auction House CMO Manoj
Mansukhani told The Week. He further explained
that with ShowKeen, AstaGuru is set to offer a
space where new artistic movements take centre
stage and where art can be experienced as well.
This auction featured nearly 72 masterpieces by 40
pioneering artists of the modern era.

Film director and producer Karan Johar recently
took to social media to share his experience at the
artistic event. “At the beautifully curated
ShowKeen exhibit by (@astaguru..@putlu put
together a supremely elegant evening that brought
artistic and aesthetic minds together to celebrate
the rise and shine of contemporary art and artists
and applaud the magic of the masters.." Karan
Johar wrote.

The evening was further graced by Bollywood’s
most powerful and influential women. Gauri
Khan, Neelam Kothari and Seema Sajdeh among
others were present at the gala. Moreover,
Bollywood’s favourite couples Bobby Deol with
wife Tanya Deol, Sanjay Kapoor with Maheep
Kapoor, and Chunky Pandey with wife Bhavna
Pandey were also spotted at the event. With such
influential figures® presence at the event,
AstaGuru has become not only a major art event
but also a celebration and preservation of India’s
rich culture and heritage.

ShowKeen is not just an art exhibition but provides
the attendees with an exclusive experience with
expert-led walkthroughs and insightful
discussions. The ShowKeen exhibition presented
by AstaGuru Auction House will run for two days
— 19th and 20th April 2025 at Nehru Centre in
Mumbai.

: ; howKeen, a premier exhibition showcasing
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