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Nepal can ill afford
return of monarchy

Public disaffection with the regime in Nepal, headed
by Prime Minister Khadka Prasad Oli of the
Communist Party of Nepal-United Marxist-
Leninist (UML), primarily drives the rising
popularity of the ex-King, Gyanendra Bir Bikram
Shah Dev. Oli’s opponents accuse him of
maladministration, crony capitalism and
corruption.The large turnouts at pro-Gyanendra
rallies gave the impression that the former King
has a big following. Independent journalists who
attended the rallies affirm that participants were
not outright in favour of the monarchy but more
against the performance of three parties — the
Nepali Congress, the UML and the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) — which have
alternately constituted 14 governments in the
country in the past 17 years, spending greater
energy politicking rather than governing. Not one
PM has served a full term of office.

The 2015 Nepalese Constitution declared the
country as “an independent, indivisible,
sovereign, secular, inclusive, democratic,
socialism-oriented federal democratic republican
state.” A derogation from this would be difficult in
the foreseeable future. In his comment on the
“baseless enthusiasm of the royalists,” former
Tribhuvan University professor and ex-
Ambassador to India, Lok Raj Baral, dismissed
claims about the traction of the pro-monarchy
protests.Oli has been in power for less than a year.
Yet, popular ire against the present coalition
government has taken the form of growing
protests and demonstrations. Oli has embraced
hyper-nationalism to bolster his popularity,
unmindful that by doing so, he is fanning the same
sentiments that work in favour of Gyanendra. Both
Oli and Sher Bahadur Deuba, the head of the
Nepali Congress and the coalition partner of the
UML, appear to be losing their grip on their
parties.It has become difficult for Oli to appear in
public functions for fear of facing insulting
sloganeering. Within the UML, which he seeks to
control tightly, in the party elections such as the
one recently held in Morang, the slate opposing the
sponsored candidates scored an easy victory. The
Nepalese intelligentsia has not appreciated cases
of government high-handedness in forcing the
resignation of the Tribhuvan University Vice
Chancellor, Prof Keshar Jung Baral, and the
removal of the head of the Nepal Electricity
Authority, Kulman Ghising, attracting widespread
disapproval. Both Baral and Ghising belong to
Janajatis.Gyanendra’s return as the head of state is
not just supported by the die-hard Nepali royalists
and supporters of the erstwhile ‘party-less’
panchayat system but also by reluctant republicans
and closet monarchists. Another constituency
favouring the monarchy are elements of the élite
who are the most implacable opponents of
federalism. Except for actor Manisha Koirala, the
leaders of the pro-monarchy movement are not
popular figures. Their political base is meagre.

Those at the forefront of the current agitation, such
as Rabindra Mishra and Durga Prasai, the
‘commander’ of the Joint People’s Movement
Committee to restore the monarchy, do not enjoy a
good reputation. It is perplexing that Gyanendra
did not involve either the current Chairman of the
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party, Rajendra Lingden, or
Kamal Thapa, both of whom have previously
served as Deputy Prime Ministers, and are the
foremost respected advocates of constitutional
monarchy and restoration of Nepal as a ‘Hindu
Rashtra’, in the current agitation. But even the
most ardent supporters of the ancien regime in
Nepal believe that reinstating the King is a remote
possibility.The Nepalese monarchy was
conservative. It overturned the democratic
Constitution of Nepal and introduced the
panchayat system of government based on the
pattern of ‘guided democracy’ introduced by Ayub
Khan in Pakistan. It was a negation of democracy,
with powers concentrated in the hands of the King.

ONE of Maharashtra’s premier political

Judiciary vs executive; 2 nations, 1 tense story

At the heart of both situations is one uncomfortable truth: the executive doesn't like being told what to do, especially not by unelected judges.

The Constitution is a compact. Power is distributed. The
judiciary doesn't govern and the executive doesn't
adjudicate. That's the theory. The practice, as we're seeing
today in both India and the United States, is messier.

Two Vice-Presidents — India's Jagdeep Dhankhar and
America's JD Vance — have taken on their respective
judiciaries, not with subtlety but with full-throated public
attack. In doing so, they have brought a long-simmering
institutional friction to the surface. This isn't just another
round of power play. It's a warning shot.

India's VP Dhankhar is unhappy with the
Supreme Court. He says it's acting like a
"super Parliament" by issuing timelines to
the President for deciding on state Bills. In
his view, judges are overstepping their
mandate. They interpret the law, they don't
issue executive deadlines.

Speaking to Rajya Sabha interns, he lamented
that only the President takes an oath to
"defend" the Constitution — others,
including judges, merely promise to
"abide" by it. For him, that difference
matters. It shapes who can tell whom what
to do. He didn't stop there. He accused the
judiciary of operating without
accountability — no FIRs in corruption
cases involving judges, no asset disclosures
and unlimited use of Article 142 to issue
sweeping directions. He called Article 142
a "nuclear missile against democratic
forces." The message was clear: Courts have gone too far,
and it is time for Parliament to push back.Dhankhar's
frustration stems from a broader narrative — one where
the judiciary is often seen stepping into a vacuum left by a
gridlocked or dominant Parliament. But when courts start
filling gaps left by the executive, the executive doesn't
like it. And Dhankhar, a lawyer-turned-legislator turned
VP, has taken it upon himself to push back.On the other
hand, US Vice-President JD Vance had a public meltdown
over a court order that embarrassed the Trump
administration. A federal appeals court blasted the
government for its "shocking" failure to bring back
Kilmar Abrego Garcia, a wrongly deported father
detained in El Salvador's prison, CECOT.The court's
opinion, written by Reagan-appointee Judge J Harvie
Wilkinson, didn't mince words. He accused the
administration of acting without due process, ignoring
court orders and flirting with lawlessness. He even
invoked Eisenhower's example from the desegregation
era to show what real executive fidelity to the courts looks
like.Vance didn't like that. He took to social media,

dynasties, now a pale shadow of its former self,
is likely to get a new lease of life — provided
that estranged cousins Uddhav Thackeray and
Raj Thackeray walk the talk on burying the
hatchet. Former CM Uddhav, who heads a Shiv
Sena faction, and Raj, the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS) chief, have expressed |
their intent to reunite in the interests of the [
“Marathi manoos” (native Marathi speakers). |
Deep down, it’s the spectre of seeing their
parties being reduced to political nonentities
that is drawing them towards each other. A
possible reconciliation could have a bearing on
the high-stakes Mumbai civic body polls, which
are expected to be held this year.Raj had quit the Shiv
Sena two decades ago after a fallout with his uncle and
party founder Bal Thackeray, who could not resist the
urge to elevate son Uddhav up the party ladder. His

[

|

fuming that someone with a "valid deportation order"
shouldn't be in the US, despite the government itself
admitting that the deportation was a mistake. His
comments fit a pattern — Trump-era officials showing
disdain for judges who stand in their way, mocking
rulings and talking about impeachment of "activist"
judges.

These aren't isolated incidents. They reveal a pattern of
institutional confrontation that's getting sharper.

In India, Dhankhar's criticism is part of a larger narrative

that accuses the judiciary of being unelected and
unaccountable, yet wielding vast power. The executive
resents the court stepping into legislative and
administrative matters — from electoral reforms to
gubernatorial delays.In the US, the judiciary is facing
outright defiance. Courts have ordered the government to
act. The government has shrugged. Abrego Garcia
remains in El Salvador despite a SC ruling. Instead of
compliance, we've heard insults — from calling judges
"radical lunatics" to dismissing court directions as
political games.At the heart of both situations is one
uncomfortable truth: the executive doesn't like being told
what to do, especially not by unelected judges. In both
countries, the courts are not staying silent.India's SC has,
by and large, chosen the route of reasoned restraint. It
speaks through its judgments, sometimes scathing, but
always measured. Its message: where Parliament fails, we
must step in. Not because we want to rule, but because
someone has to uphold the Constitution.

In the US, the judiciary is more direct. Judge Wilkinson's
opinion reads less like a judgment and more like a
philosophical defence of constitutional governance. He

Thackeray thaw

Uddhav-Raj reunion can be mutually beneficial

fledgling MNS made a good start by winning 13 seats
in the 2009 Assembly elections; however, the party has
been pushed to the sidelines over the years, and it drew
a blank in last year’s polls. Still, Raj continues to be an

Deported by error: Garcia case and its echoes in India

warns of "anarchy" if the executive keeps ignoring court
orders. He reminds readers that due process is not
optional — even for someone accused of being a gang
member. Even when elections give the executive a strong
mandate, it doesn't mean the Constitution takes a holiday.

Judge Wilkenson rules, "This is a losing proposition all
around. The Judiciary will lose much from the constant
intimations of its illegitimacy, to which by dent of custom
and detachment we can only sparingly reply. The
Executive will lose much from a public perception of its
lawlessness and all of its attendant
contagions. The Executive may
succeed for a time in weakening the
courts, but over time history will script
the tragic gap between what was and all
that might have been, and law in time
will sign its epitaph...."Thus, courts are
not claiming perfection. But they are
asserting their role — as guardians of
the law, not servants of political
convenience.

In India, Dhankhar has hinted that
constitutional amendments may be
necessary. Article 145(3), which
requires Constitution Bench rulings on
substantial constitutional questions,
was drafted when the court had only
eight judges. Today, with 30-plus,
Dhankhar argues the threshold needs to
be revisited.

The idea of revisiting Article 142 — so often used by courts
to do "complete justice" — is also gaining traction among
those in power. There may be attempts to clip its wings.

In the US, reform debates are less about amending the
Constitution and more about judicial ethics, term limits
and court expansion. But the deeper issue is executive
accountability. If court orders can be ignored without
consequence, then any talk of reform becomes mootThis
isn't just elite squabbling between institutions. This is
about the nature of democracy itself. If the executive can
dodge accountability — by calling judges names,
ignoring orders or complaining about interference — then
the balance of power collapses. If courts overstep
consistently — by becoming de facto legislators — they
risk losing their legitimacy.

It's a delicate dance. But it needs both partners.

In both India and the US, the judiciary has become the last
resort for many. Citizens turn to courts when government
machinery fails, Parliament is gridlocked or basic rights
are under threat. This burden is not one that courts always
welcome — but it is one they often bear.

influential leader, especially because of his
strident ‘Marathi first’ agenda. No wonder
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde paid
him a visit at his residence last week. Shinde,
who broke ranks with Uddhav in 2022 and
now heads the ‘official’ Shiv Sena, is
desperate to ensure his party’s success in the
civic polls. He knows that an under-par show
will further weaken his position vis-a-vis the
dominant BJP. Known for striking the best
bargain for himself, Raj will probably keep his
_ options open for as long as he can.

" Much will depend on Uddhav’s efforts to win
over his cousin. He has already sounded a note
of caution that nothing should be done to help

the ‘thieves’, an allusion to the ruling Mahayuti that
includes the BJP, Shinde’s Sena and Ajit Pawar’s NCP.
Amid the tug-of-war over Balasaheb’s legacy, the
Thackeray duo would be well advised to close ranks.

He ended his story by telling me: "'l don't want to die here. | want to be buried in my homeland." The Indian authorities never agreed, as far as [ know, to his return.

The ongoing Abrego Garcia deportation case in America
illustrates the helplessness of individuals who sink into
the quicksands of bureaucracy and/or disputes between
state organs for no fault of their own. The fate of persons
who inadvertently get caught in the meshes of
adversarial inter-state relations is, perhaps, worse. I
know of some of these Kafkaesque situations
involving Indians. This case revived these
memories. But first, a brief assessment of the |
implications of the Garcia case for Trump's
America.At 16, Garcia from El Salvadore
entered the US illegally in 2011. He later
married a US national. An immigration court
ruled in 2019 that he could not be deported
fromthe US. That decision stands. Yet, the US
immigration authorities deported him to El
Salvador, where he was imprisoned. Garcia's
wife approached the Federal District Court of
Maryland. The US authorities admitted in
court hearings that Garcia's deportation was
because of an "administrative error." The
court ordered that he be brought back
immediately.

The Trump administration went to the Supreme
Court, arguing that Garcia was a member of
MS-13, a designated foreign terrorist gang,
and his return to the US would constitute a
public safety threat. Ignoring this aspect, the Supreme
Court ordered that the government should "facilitate"
Garcia's return and keep the District Court informed of
its actions. It also directed the District Court to respect
that foreign policy was in the government's domain.The
Trump administration has no intention of seeking
Garcia's return. Indeed, El Salvador's President Nayib
Bukele, after meeting Trump in Washington on April 13,
told reporters that he had no intention to release Garcia.

The District Court is soldiering on, but it is likely to
succeed. The fact is that Trump is destroying the
institutional balance which is the foundation of the US
system.Now, to two Indian cases of persons who faced
unforgiving bureaucracies determined to uphold
national interest!In the early 1990s, a Belgian nun called

TAKEN &
DISAPPEARED

Bﬁng
Kilmar

home to
his family

the Indian Mission in Islamabad from Lahore that two
young Indians were in her church. The Mission told her
to send them to Islamabad. They were received on
arrival and debriefed. At the same time, the Pakistani
Foreign Ministry was informed because they would
have monitored the call from Lahore. The two boys said
that they were sailors employed in the UAE. Their vessel
had sunk off the Iranian coast. They were rescued and
put in an Iranian detention centre. One day, they were

pushed across the border into Pakistan. They managed to

reach Quetta and took a train to Lahore. One of them was

from Goa and the other from Bihar.The Pakistani

Foreign Office directed that they be sent to a police

station, where they were arrested, charged and

imprisoned for two years. The Pakistani newspapers
reported that two R&AW agents had
been arrested!

The Goa boy's mother lived in Mumbai
and visited the Ministry of External
Affairs occasionally to seek its
intervention for his early release. My
colleagues treated her with empathy.
I spoke to the Pakistan DHC,
pressing that they were innocent boys
deserving sympathy. He found their
story unbelievable. After serving
their sentences, they were released.
The mother brought her son to Delhi
to meet us because she told him that
the MEA had been a great support.
What the son told me was this.In
addition to the two, three more were
rescued from the vessel by the
Iranians and all five boys were
pushed into Pakistan. All five
reached Lahore and got into two
tongas, which got separated. The two in one tonga went
to a church for help; the Goanese was a Christian. The
Pakistani priest there panicked and called the nun.

I asked him about what happened to the other three. After
some reluctance, he said "Sir, they went to Karachi by
train and being sailors, went to a seamen's association's
office near the port. They related their story to its office-
bearers who believed them. They were put on a boat
bound for Mumbai and are now living safely there."

He also told me that the Pakistani sailors had taken an oath
from them that they would not contact any Indian
official just as they had not informed any Pakistani
official.I pleaded with him to inform one of them that I
would like to meet the three. He said that he would pass
on the message. The three never broke their oath!

The second case is that of an Indian who was one of Abu
Dhabi ruler Sheikh Zayed's drivers. The Director of the
ruler's office called me and asked why he was being
denied a visa. This was 1980 and [ was at our embassy in
Abu Dhabi. The driver, who was in his sixties, came to
see me and related his story.

He said that he reached Dubai in 1945 from Kerala. Some
years later, he fell ill and was being taken on a dhow to
Kerala, but as his condition worsened, the dhow dropped
him in Karachi. He was hospitalised and when he
recovered, he wanted to go home quickly, but he had no
identity papers. He was advised by some locals that he
should get Pakistani papers and an Indian visa for that
was the quickest way for him to gethome. He did.

In Kerala he got married, threw away his Pakistani
passport, got an Indian one and returned alone to Dubai.
After a few years, he returned to India on his Indian
passport, but a neighbour told the police that he had
earlier come on a Pakistani passport. He was taken into
custody and deported to Dubai. For over two decades, he
had not been able to go to India while his family
remained there.He ended his story by telling me: "I don't
want to die here. I want to be buried in my homeland."
The Indian authorities never agreed, as far as I know, to
his return.Nowadays, there are heart-rending cases of
young persons of both countries who cross the India-
Pakistan border inadvertently and spend years in prison
unless compassionate border security officials do not
refer their cases to the police but quietly return them to
the other side. But such compassion is rare.
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Is the Rs 500 note in your
wallet real or fake? Look out
for this small typo

New Delhi. Is the Rs 500 note in your wallet genuine
or fake? That’s the question the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) is now urging citizens to ask, after
issuing a high-priority alert warning about the
circulation of “*high-quality” counterfeit currency in
India.The MHA has flagged a surge in fake Rs 500
notes that are so well-made, even experienced
handlers are finding it hard to detect them, reported.

These counterfeits reportedly match the original in
print, ink, and paper quality—making them
dangerously convincing at first glance.

HOWTOIDENTIFY?

The only visible clue lies in a subtle but telling typo: the
phrase “Reserve Bank of India™ has been misspelt as

*Resarve Bank of India.” with an *A’ replacing the
‘E’.Officials familiar with the alert have described
this error as “very subtle,” and likely to escape notice
unless checked carefully.Describing the situation as
“high importance,” the MHA has circulated this alert
to key agencies such as the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), Financial Intelligence Unit
(FIU), Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
National Investigation Agency (NIA), and Securities
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), along with all
major banks and financial institutions.

To aid detection, a photograph of the suspected
counterfeit note has also been distributed to banks
and enforcement agencies. These institutions have
now been placed on high alert.

With counterfeiters getting more sophisticated, the
government is urging everyone—from cash handlers
at banks to everyday citizens—to stay alert. The
smallest spelling oversight could be the only thing
standing between fake and real money.So the next
time you're handed a Rs 500 note, take a moment.
Look closely, especially at the spelling.

PM Modi AC Yojana 2025:
Govt To Provide Free 5 Star
AC? Here's The Truth Behind
Viral Post

New Delhi. A news is going viral in the social media
that says the government is all set to provide free
air conditioners under PM Modi AC Yojana 2025
for which 1.5 crore 5-star ACs have been prepared.

The message, that has been widely circulated in the
social media says PM Modi AC Yojna 2025 will be
launched in May and will provide free 5 star ACs
for people who will apply ASAP. Due to this, there
will be huge shortage of ACs in India as 1.5 crore
have already been prepared.The message further
says that after the government accepts request,
people will get their ACs within 30 days.

Busting the fake message, The Press Information
Bureau (PIB) has confirmed that the above claim is
fake. No such scheme providing free 5- Star Air
Conditioners has been announced by the
MinOfPower" A post being widely shared on social
media claims that under a new scheme 'PM Modi
AC Yojana 2025', the Government will provide
free S-star air conditioners and 1.5 crore ACs have
already been prepared," PIB Fact check has
tweeted.

FM Sitharaman Invites
Global CEQs, Investors To
Join India’s Growth Story

San Francisco. Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman met global CEOs, pension fund
managers and other institutional investors here, and
discussed the opportunity for collaboration in the
domain of energy and sustainability, the Rs 1 lakh
crore ($12 billion) corpus private sector—driven
research, development, and innovation scheme,
and GIFT-IFSC, among others.

In the presence of Finance Secretary Ajay Seth and
Vinay Mohan Kwatra, Ambassador of India to the
US, the Finance Minister listened to their views on
the reforms pursued by the Indian government, and
gave feedback and observation on the existing
policy framework.

They spoke about their keen interest and commitment
for a deeper and broad-based investment
collaboration between the US and India and shared
feedback on how to further facilitate and enhance
the investment experience.

BENGALURU.

The Union Minister thanked the participants for their
valuable feedback and suggestions.In her one-on-
one meetings with top CEOs, FM Sitharaman
discussed opportunities in the fields of Al, Cloud
and digital infrastructure.Jonathan Siddharth, CEO
of Turing, expressed his desire to see India at the
forefront of Al revolution and spoke about working
in the domain of Al with India and through Indian
contributors to create a sovereign model that can
serve as a template for the world. The Finance
Minister highlighted policy framework that has
been put in place by India for Al and encouraged
Siddharth to explore opportunities for collaboration
and fruitful engagement.

China's gold ATM melts jewellery and
sends money in 30 minutes. Check here

The gold ATM, which
is set up in China's

Shanghai, melis gold,

checks its purity and
weight, and
transfers the value

to your bank account.

New Delhi. China’s gold ATM is grabbing
attention not just in Shanghai, but
around the world. This gold ATM, which
is set up in Shanghai, melts gold, checks
its purity and weight, and transfers the
value to your bank account.The ATM,
run by China’s Kinghood Group, accepts
gold items weighing over three grams

and with at least 50% purity. [t melts the
gold, checks its quality and weight, and
then transfers the equivalent value
straight to the seller’s bank account
within 30 minutes. No paperwork or ID

lining up to cash in their old jewellery,
reports mention. The demand is so high
that users now need to book a slot to use
the machine. Reports say all
appointments are booked till May,

In one demonstration, a 40-gram gold

chain fetched 785 yuan (around Rs
9.,200) per gram. The total payout? Over
36,000 yuan, or Rs 4.2 lakh, credited to
the seller’s account in half an hour,
according to the publication.Harsh
Goenka, Chairman - RPG Enterprises,
wrote on X, “Gold ATM in Shanghai:
Drop your jewellery, it checks purity,
melts it, calculates value, and credits
your account instantly.”

He added that this technology may

become a threat to gold lenders in India.
“If this comes to India, traditional gold
lenders might need a new business
model. Transparency in. Exploitation
out," Goenka mentioned.Meanwhile,
this gold ATM in China is more than just
a fancy machine; it’s a sign of changing
times. With rising gold prices and
growing interest in quick, transparent
transactions, the machine signals a move
towards smarter, paperless solutions that

is needed.

Thanks to rising gold prices, people are

reflecting its strong demand, as per

Chinatimes.com.

blend traditional wealth with modern
convenience.

Flipkart plans to relocate holding Google seitles smart TV case

by paying Rs 20 cr

® ®
co m pu ny fo I n I u ro m s I n g u p o re NEW DELHLThe Competition Commission of

Walmart-owned
ecommerce major Flipkart to shift its
domicile back to India from Singapore.
This comes ahead of its potential IPO
plan, and the ecommerce giant is the
latest company to do 'reverse flipping'
after PhonePe, Razorpay, Groww and
Zepto.In a statement, Flipkart said, this
strategic decision reflects our deep and
unwavering commitment to India and
its remarkable growth."We are
inspired by the Government of India’s
strong vision and proactive initiatives
in fostering a thriving business
environment and ease of doing
business, which have significantly
shaped our journey. This move
represents a natural evolution, aligning
our holding structure with our core
operations, the vast potential of the
Indian economy and our technology
and innovation-driven capabilities to
foster digital transformation in India,"
Itsaid.

“As a company born and nurtured in

India, this transition will further

enhance
serving our customers, sellers,
partners, and communities to continue
contributing to the nation’s growing
digital economy and entrepreneurship.
We are excited by the opportunities
ahead and reaffirm our long-term
confidence in India’s future," the e-
commerce firm added.Earlier this year,
quick commerce firm Zepto completed
its reverse merger from Singapore to

our focus and agility in

India.
Another Walmart-backed company
PhonePe in 2022 moved its domicile to
India from Singapore and its investors
had paid Rs 8,000 crore in taxes to
shift.

Last year, fintech start-up Groww moved
its parent entity, Groww Inc, from
Delaware to Bengaluru. According to
reports, it paid about Rs 1,340 crore tax
for domicile shift.

Amazon, Walmart's Flipkart may gain from
US push In Indlu trade deal: Report

NEW DELHI.Amazon and
Walmart could emerge as
key beneficiaries of the
evolving India-US trade
talks, with Washington
expected to press New Delhi
for greater access to the
country's $125 billion e-
commerce market, the
Financial Times reported on
Tuesday.

Citing industry executives,
lobbyists, and US officials,
the report said the Trump
administration is gearing up
to push Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government for a
level playing field in the e-commerce
space—one that allows American
giants like Amazon and Walmart
more flexibility than current rules
permit.India currently imposes
restrictions on foreign-owned online

amazonca
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retailers, including bans on holding
inventory and selling directly to
consumers. Domestic players like
Reliance, by contrast, face no such
constraints, giving them an edge in
both online and offline retail.

The trade talks are expected to cover a

broad range of sectors—from food

and automobiles to digital
commerce. While specific US
dcmands on e¢-commerce
have not been disclosed,
negotiators are hoping to iron
out a deal within the 90-day
tariff truce announced by
President Trump on April 9
for key trading partners,
including India.

US Vice President JD Vance
also met with Prime Minister
Modi on Monday, signalling a
diplomatic push toward
sealing the agreement.

Neither Amazon nor Walmart

have commented on the

developments, and India has yet to
outline its position publicly.

However, New Delhi is seen to be

prioritising the deal to stave off

potential tariffs and preserve its
export competitiveness.

India (CCI) has given a nod to the Rs 20.24-crore
settlement proposal of Google in the Android
Smart TV case. Apart from the settlement
amount, Google will provide a standalone licence
for the Play Store and Play Services for Android
smart TVs in India, thereby removing the
requirement to bundle services or impose default
placement conditions.It will also waive off the
need for a valid Android Compatibility
Commitments (ACC) for devices shipped into
India that do not include Google apps. OEMs can
now sell and develop incompatible Android
devices without violating Google’s agreement.

The case is related to allegations that Google
misused its dominant position by enforcing
restrictive agreements on OEMs, including
compulsory bundling of the Play Store with
Android TV OS and preventing the use or
creation of rival forked Android versions through
its anti-fragmentation agreements.

A complaint in this regard was filed against Google
LLC, Google India Private Limited, Xiaomi
Technology India Private Limited and TCL India
Holding Private Limited.

The gist of the allegation was that Google misused
its dominant position by enforcing restrictive
agreements on OEMs, including compulsory
bundling of the Play Store with Android TV OS
and preventing the use or creation of rival forked
Android versions through its Anti-Fragmentation
Agreements. These practices allegedly blocked
market access, curbed competition, and placed
unrelated obligations on Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs), ultimately stifling
innovation and violating provisions of Section 4
of the Act. The Commission formed a prima facie
view that Google has contravened various anti-
trust provisions and ordered an investigation into
the matter.

The investigation concluded that Android Smart
TV OS has a dominant position in the relevant
market of ‘licensable Smart TV device operating
system in India” and Google Play Store is in a
dominant position in the ‘“Market for App Store
for Android Smart TV OS in India’.

It found that Google's agreements—Television
App Distribution Agreement (TADA) and
Android Compatibility Commitments
(ACC)—executed together, imposed unfair
terms by requiring the pre-installation of its full
app bundle Google TV Services, preventing
OEMs from developing or using Android forks,
and hindering innovation.These agreements
extended across entire device portfolios and
included the tying of services like YouTube
with the Play Store, strengthening Google's
market dominance and breaching several
provisions of Section 4 of the Act.

RBI allows minors above 10 to operate bank accounts

Banks have been given the
flexibility to set the rules for
these accounts based on their
own risk management policies.
This includes setting limits on the

amount of money that can be kept |

in such accounts and deciding on
the terms and conditions.

New Delhi.The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has announced new rules that
allow children above the age of 10
years to open and operate their own
savings or term deposit bank accounts
independently. This rule applies to all
commercial banks and cooperative
banks, including primary (urban)
cooperative banks, state cooperative
banks, and district central cooperative
banks.The central bank released a
circular on Monday explaining the
updated rules. This move comes after a
review of the older guidelines, which
were first issued many years ago. The
RBI has now simplified and combined
the rules for opening and running
deposit accounts for minors.

MINORS CAN OPEN ACCOUNTS
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balance. Banks have been asked to take
action ahead of time and inform the
account holders well in advance so that
there is no delay in updating the account
details after the account holder turns 18.
Banks are also free to offer more banking
services to minor account holders. These
can include internet banking, ATM or
debit cards, and cheque books.
However, these services can be offered
only after the bank reviews its risk
management rules and confirms that the
products are suitable for young users.
RBI has made it clear that accounts of
minors, whether operated independently
or by a guardian, must not be allowed to
go into overdraft. This means the
account balance should always remain
positive. Banks must ensure that there is

ONTHEIROWN

"Minors of any age may be allowed to
open and operate savings and term
deposit accounts through his/ her natural
or legal guardian," said RBI in its
release.As per the new rule, any minor,
regardless of age, can open a savings or

their own risk management policies.
This includes setting limits on the
amount of money that can be kept in
such accounts and deciding on the terms
and conditions. These terms must be
clearly shared with the young account
holder.

term deposit account through their RULES WHENAMINORTURNS 18

natural or legal guardian. However,
minors who are at least 10 years old can
now open and manage these accounts on
their own, if they wish to do so.

Banks have been given the flexibility to
set the rules for these accounts based on

Once a minor turns 18 and becomes an

adult, the bank must collect fresh
account operating instructions and a
new specimen signature. If the account
was earlier operated by a guardian, the
bank must also confirm the account

no loan or negative balance in such
accounts.

Banks are required to follow all Know

Your Customer (KYC) rules when
opening accounts for minors. This
includes doing proper checks while
opening the account and continuing to
verify the account over time. These rules
are part of the Master Direction on KYC
issued by the RBI in February 2016,
which has been updated from time to
time.All banks must update or create
their internal policies in line with the
new RBI guidelines by July 1,2025.
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10 cyclists killed, 21 hurt in

Shocks the conscience: Delhi High Court raps

Ramdev over ‘sharbat jihad' remarks

The Delhi High Court
slammed Baba Ramdev

for his communal
remarks against
Hamdard's Rooh Afza,
calling them
"indefensible" and
"shocking." Ramdev
had accused the
company of funding
madrasas and
mosques, prompting
legal action from
Hamdard.

New Delhi. The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday expressed strong
displeasure with Baba Ramdev's
recent comments that used terms
such as "sharbat jihad" to target the
popular drink Rooh Afza. The
"indefensible" comments shock the
"conscience of court", the Delhi
High Court said as it heard a plea by
Rooh Afza-maker Hamdard against
Baba Ramdev's comments.The
comments in question were made
earlier this month when Baba
Ramdev launched Patanjali's rose
sharbat. During the launch, Baba
Ramdev said, "There's a company
that gives you sharbat, but the
money it earns is used to construct
madrasas and mosques." While he
did not name Hamdard or Rooh
Afza, his comments were widely
understood to have been directed at
the popular drink."If you drink that
sharbat, madrasas and mosques will

be built. But if you drink
this [referring to Patanjali's
rose sharbat], gurukuls will
be built, Acharya Kulam
will be developed, Patanjali
University will expand, and
the Bharatiya Shiksha
Board will grow."

Following the remarks, the
company moved to the
High Court against Baba
Ramdev.

"Just like there is love jihad,
this is also a kind of sharbat
jihad. To protect yourself from this
sharbat jihad, this message must
reach everyone," Baba Ramdev had
also said, prompting Hamdard to
file a petition against the
comments.Senior Advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, who appeared for
Hamdrad in the Delhi High Court
on Tuesday, said, "This is a case
which is shocking, which goes

beyond disparagement. This is a
case of creating a communal divide,
akin to hate speech. It will not have
protection from the law of
defamation."He also compared
other sharbat brands to “toilet
cleaners,” saying, “Protect your
family and innocent children from
the poison of toilet cleaners being
sold as soft drinks and sharbat
Jihad. Choose only Patanjali
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sharbat and juices,” the brand
declared on social media.

This isn’t the first time Baba
Ramdev and Patanjali have
come into controversy. Over
the past two years, Patanjali
and its founders have faced
several legal challenges due to
their advertisements. The
matter escalated nationally
after the Indian Medical
Association (IMA) filed a
plea against Patanjali
Ayurved, leading the Supreme
Court to impose a temporary ban on
its ads and issue contempt notices
over misleading claims,

In January, a Kerala court issued
bailable warrants against Baba
Ramdev and Acharya Balkrishna
after they failed to appear in a case
concerning misleading ads by
Divya Pharmacy. A similar case
was also registered in Kozhikode.

Twist In Air Force Officer's
Assault Case In Bengaluru

New Delhi. [n a twist, after a couple serving in the Indian
Air Force was assaulted in Bengaluru, a new video has
emerged showing one of them thrashing the alleged
attacker. Both sides attacked each other, cops have
confirmed, suggesting it was not one-sided violence.
Deputy Commissioner of Police (East) Devraj D
clarified that it was not a case of Kannadigas vs non-
Kannadigas, as claims emerged on social media when
the video went viral.

The development comes after Wing Commander
Shiladitya Bose posted a video, with blood on his face
and neck, narrating the incident. The accused has also
filed a counter-complaint against the Air Force officer.

Yesterday, Wing Commander Bose alleged that "A bike
came from behind and stopped our car... the guy started
abusing me in Kannada. When they saw the DRDO
sticker on my car and said "You DRDO people', and they
abused my wife and me, [ couldn't bear it. The moment |
got out of my car, the biker hit me with a key on my
forehead, and there was blood."Read more: "God Help
Us": Air Force Officer Assaulted, Wife Abused In
BengaluruThe officer's wife, Squadron Leader
Madhumita Bose, was taking her husband to the airport
early morning from DRDO Colony in Bengaluru's CV
Raman Nagar. The video went viral, but initially it was
unclear what triggered the assault.A new video has
emerged showing the accused, Vikas Kumar, and the
officer attacking each other on a pavement in
Bengaluru. The accused, in a green neon jacket, was
pushed by the officer, who grabbed his neck while his
wife was trying to stop him. Bystanders on the footpath
intervened to stop the fight, talking to Wing Commander
Bose. The accused was seen calling someone, after
which the officer punched him.

Hit Job Disguised As Crime Of
Passion: Delhi Cops Crack
Woman's Murder Case

Delhi. The murder of a 20-year-old woman in Delhi's
GTB Enclave, which had first appeared to be a spurned
lover's crime of passion, has now been found to be a
cold-blooded hit job. Sayra Parveen was shot dead on
April 14 when she stepped out after dinner. Her
bloodied body with two bullet injuries was found on a
road when her family started looking for her.Police
scanned the footage of the area's CCTV cameras and
identified a suspect. He was later arrested. Rizwan told
the police that he wanted to marry Sayra, but she had
rejected his proposal and asked him to stay away. Upset
over this, he shot her dead. On the face of'it, the murder
appeared to be a spurned lover's attack on a woman, But
further questioning revealed a sinister plan linked to
another crime. About four months back, some men were
heckling Sayra in Nand Nagri in East Delhi. A passerby,
Rahul, saw this and rushed to help. An altercation broke
out between Rahul and those harassing Sayra. This
face-off turned physical and Rahul was killed. In the
investigation that followed, Sayra was named a key
witness in the murder case.

Prashant Gautam, Deputy Commissioner of Police for
Shahdara, said Rahul's uncle Kishan blamed Sayra for
Rahul's death. He believed that she did not get into an
altercation that day, Rahul would not have intervened
and would not have been killed.

According to police, Kishan and Firoz also suspected
Sayra was becoming friends with some of the accused
and may turn hostile in court and her statement may
weaken the case. They plotted her murder and started
looking for someone who could pull the trigger. This is
where Rizwan came in. The 20-year-old has told the
police that he wanted to be a "dada" of the area and took
up the job to prove himself. Rizwan first befriended
Sayra on social media and started chatting. They then
decided to meet. April 14 was their third meeting. This
time, Rizwan spotted an opportunity and shot Sayra
dead.also arranged a pistol and four bullets for the
murder.

Schools refusing to promote pupils of
(lusses 6, 7 violation of RTE: Parents

NEW DELHI. Parents and activists
have alleged that several prominent
schools in the national capital allegedly
held back students in classes 6 and 7, in
stark violation of the Right to
Education Act (RTE) of 2009.The
Ministry of Education’s Department of
School Education and Literacy notified
guidelines on ‘Examination and
Holding Back in Certain Cases’ in
December 2024, after the 2019
amendment to RTE Act.Educationist
and advocate Ashok Agarwal,
president of the All India Parents’
Association (AIPA), said, “The
amended rules allow schools to detain
students in classes 5 and 8 only, that
toom after giving them additional
opportunity for re-examination within
two months from the date of
declaration of results. There was no
detention policy till Class 8 before the
amendment. However, the government

revised the act to include a provision
for detention in Class 5.”Several
parents complained over the issue,
alleging that schools asked their
children to either repeat a year in
classes 6 or 7, or take a school-leaving
certificate. “My son is in Class VI and
we have been told that if he does not
clear the re-exam scheduled in May, he
will not be promoted to the next class.
But norms say that students cannot be
detained in classes other than 5 and 8.
My son couldn’t score well due to bad

In December 2024,

health this year,” a Gurugram-based
parent said.According to Ashok
Ganguly, former chairman of the
Central Board of Secondary
Education, the RTE Act, the National
Education Policy, and the National
Curriculum Framework prohibits any
school from refusing promotion to a
studentin classes 6and 7.
Amendment enables schools to hold
back Class 5, 8 students
the Centre had
amended the Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education (RTE)
Rules, 2010, giving state governments
power to conduct regular exams for
students in classes 5 and 8, with the
provision to hold them back if they fail.

This marked a departure from the long-

standing ‘no-detention’ policy, a
cornerstone of the educational
framework since the enactment of
Rightto Education Actin 2009,

Hospistals must report heat illness: Delln government

NEW DELHI. The Delhi
government on Monday
unveiled a comprehensive
heat action plan to combat the
increasing health risks
associated with extreme
heat.In a significant move, all
hospitals have now been
directed to mandatorily
report cases of heat-related
illnesses (HRIs), a step aimed
at strengthening surveillance
and enabling timely medical
interventions.

Under the new guidelines, all
government healthcare facilities across
the city (Primary Health Centres,
Community Health Centres, district
hospitals and medical colleges) will be
required to set up dedicated wards and
earmark beds specifically for patients
suffering from heatstroke.

As per the action plan, these wards are to
be located in cooler areas of the
hospitals and equipped with essential
supplies like ice packs, thermometers,
blood pressure apparatus, oral
rehydration salts (ORS), intravenous
fluids, and cooling equipment such as
fans and air conditioners.

.."'-‘ .

The action plan also includes instructions
for hospitals to stock crucial medicines
including lorazepam and diazepam,
and ensure the availability of silver
sulphadiazine cream, calamine lotion,
and other skin treatments to manage
heat-related skin issues.

Ambulances have also been equipped
with cold water and ice packs for
emergency cooling during transport.
Health experts said heat-related
illnesses are largely preventable but
can prove fatal if not identified and
managed quickly.“Heat stroke and heat
exhaustion are the two most dangerous
conditions. Older adults, young
children, and people with chronic

medical conditions are at high
risk for heat-related illness and
death,” said Dr Vikram Jeet
Singh, Senior Consultant,
Internal Medicine, Aakash
Healthcare.

Summer heat waves can present
serious risks to human health in
the form of heat-related illnesses,
including heat rashes, fainting,
heat exhaustion, and heat stroke.
If not managed immediately,
they can lead to serious and
potentially fatal

outcomes.Conditions like heat
exhaustion can rapidly progress to heat
stroke, which is a medical emergency.
Without prompt treatment, heat stroke
can cause damage to vital organs such
as the brain, heart, kidneys, and
muscles. This can result in long-term
complications, permanent disability, or
even death. Delayed intervention also
increases the risk of shock and multi-
organ failure,” the doctor said.Dr Singh
recommended the public to monitor
their hydration levels. A good rule of
thumb is looking at your urine. If it’s
relatively clear, you’re reasonably
well-hydrated.” the doctor added.

three months in national
capital

NEW DELHI. In the first three months of 2025,

Delhi has witnessed 28 road accidents involving
cyclists, claiming 10 lives and injuring 21 others,
official data showed on Sunday.

According to the data shared by the police, the city

recorded 18 cases of simple accidents and 10
related to fatal accidents till March 31, 2025, The
data further mentioned that a total of 149
accidents — 96 simple and 53 fatal — were
reported last year, in which 53 people lost their
lives and 106 were injured.Similarly, 30 cyclists
died in 2023 and 118 were mJur{:d in 141
accidents — 112 simple and 29 fatal. The data
also showed that the fatality in 2022 was 43 per
cent higher than in 2023. A total of 48 cyclists
died in 2022 and 134 were injured in 170
accidents. In 2021, the data showed that 45
cyclists lost their lives, while 123 were injured in
147 accidents.

In one of the incidents in March, a 19-year-old

Delhi University student, who worked as a
newspaper vendor, died when his bicycle was hit
by a vehicle in Rohini. The deceased was
identified as Rishal Singh, a resident of Budh
Vihar.The incident took place at a red light near
the RTO office on the dividing road between
Rohini Sectors 15 and 16. Rishal, who was
pursuing his graduation, used to work as a
newspaper distributor in the morning. He earned
around Rs 12,000 monthly to fund his education
and support his family.

The police data also showed that 1,551 people died

in 5,657 accidents across six ranges — Central,
Northern, Eastern, New Delhi, Southern, and
Western — last year. The Northern range
witnessed the highest number of deaths, with
398 fatalities in 1,305 accidents, followed by the
Western range with 343 deaths in 1,247
accidents, Eastern range with 237 deaths in 894
accidents, Central range with 214 deaths in 683
accidents, New Delhi with 191 deaths in 692
accidents, and Southern range with 168 deaths in
836 accidents.

Delhi HC to hear 52 cases
again after Justice Varma’s
transfer over cash row

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High Court on Monday

announced that 52 pending cases, earlier
assigned to the Division Bench of Justice
Yashwant Varma and Justice Harish
Vaidyanathan Shankar, will now be heard again
from the beginning. These are cases where no
formal orders had been passed earlier and will
now be taken up by the current roster bench.*Itis
hereby notified for the information of all
concerned that the following matters, previously
listed before the Division Bench comprising
Justice Yashwant Varma and Justice Harish

Vaidyanathan Shankar, in which a next hearing
date had been assigned but no orders were
drawn, shall be re-listed and heard afresh before

the roster bench,” the court said in its official
notice. This move follows the recent transfer of
Justice Yashwant Varma from the Delhi High
Court to the Allahabad High Court. His transfer
has sparked controversy due to serious
allegations against him. His name came up in an
investigation after semi-burnt sacks allegedly
containing large amounts of cash were found at
his residence during a fire on March 14.

The Supreme Court launched an inquiry into the

matter and has kept the findings sealed. The
report is not accessible to the public or to
Parliament. A three-judge panel has been set up
by the top court to investigate further.Justice
Varma was known for handling major
constitutional and corporate law cases. His
sudden transfer and a private swearing-in
ceremony at the Allahabad High Court, instead
of a formal public event, have added to the
concerns around his exit,

Situation gone from bad to worse:
Supreme Court on child hjfflckmg

.The court also
issued a stern
reminder to the

authorities about the

urgency of tracing
the missing children
and arresting those
behindiihe racket.

to the trafﬁckmg of several
newborns in Delhi’s Dwarka
area.The court was interacting
with a Delhi Police inspector @&
entrusted with investigating
the case. :
The bench pulled up the police
over their failure to apprehend |
the alleged kingpin, Puja and
directed the station concerned
to take immediate and
effective steps to arrest her and
recover three missing infants.
“The situation seems to have
gone from bad to worse,”

NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court on
Monday expressed grave concern over the
deteriorating state of child trafficking in
the national capital, observing that the
“situation seems to have gone from bad to
worse.”A bench comprising justices J] B
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan made the
observations while hearing a case related

lands.”

behind the racket.

Justice
Pardiwala said, while expressing
concern over the alleged involvement of

parents in trafficking.“You never know

where these children will land up. In the
case of a girl child, you know where she

The court also issued a stern reminder to the
authorities about the urgency of tracing
the missing children and arresting those

*“You have to find these

missing children at any cost and arrest the

kingpin,”

cancelled the bail

for justice,
harmony” could not be trivialised.

the bench said during the
hearing.On April 15, the apex court had
dealt with a similar case involving inter-
state child trafficking, In that matter, it had
of 13 accused,
emphasising that the “cry of the collective
its desire for peace and

In the present case, the court reiterated its
commitment to ensuring the protection
and welfare of trafficked children.

directed the government to admit
all rescued children into schools
under the Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Education
Act, 2009, and ensure continued
support for their education.

The court also reflected on the
broader patterns of child
trafficking across India, noting
that the problem is not only
widespread but evolving.

“An overall analysis of trafficking
patterns across states reiterates
the prevalence of trafficking in
large numbers, with the number of cases
sharply rising with time,” the bench
observed. Of particular concern, it said,
was the emergence of previously
unknown trafficking factors,

“Changing trafficking patterns have
brought changes in traffickers, their
modus operandi, their manipulation of the
victims and their understanding of time
limitations in the criminal justice system,”

It thetop courtadded.
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Justice will be done': FBI
Director Kash Patel on

arrest of terrorist Harpreet
Singh in US

NEW YORK. Kash Patel, FBI Director, has assured
that justice will be done, following the arrest of
Gangster-turned-terrorist Harpreet Singh in the US.

Singh alias Happy Passia alias Jora, wanted in
connection with multiple terror attacks across
Punjab and who is alleged to have collaborated with
Pakistan's ISI and Khalistani group BKI, was
arrested in the US on April 18 by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) and US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement's Enforcement and Removal
Operations in Sacramento."CAPTURED:
HARPREET SINGH, part of an alleged foreign
terrorist gang here illegally in the United States, who
we believe was involved in planning multiple attacks
on police stations both in India and the United States.
@FBISacramento conducted the investigation,
coordinating with our partners locally as well as in
India," Indian-American Patel said in a post on X on
Monday."Excellent work from all, and justice will be
done. The FBI will continue finding those who
perpetrate violence no matter where they are," the
first Indian-American to lead the premier law
enforcement agency of the United States said in the
post.Singh is suspected to have collaborated with
Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) and the
Khalistani terrorist group Babbar Khalsa
International (BKI)."He had been evading capture
by using untraceable burner phones and encrypted
applications. This case reinforces the importance of
international cooperation in apprehending those who
threaten global security," FBI Sacramento said on
April 18.In January, India's National Investigation
Agency (NIA) announced a cash reward of Rs 5 lakh
on gangster Harpreet.Harpreet, a native of Ajnala
tehsil in Amritsar, Punjab is wanted in a case of a
hand grenade attack on a house in Chandigarh.

Singh is an absconder in the case registered on October
1, 2024, in connection with the hand grenade attack
carried out on a house in Sector 10/D, Chandigarh.

Gaza rescue service
dismisses Israeli probe into
killing of medics as a
'fabricated investigation

CAIRO. The main Palestinian rescue service in Gaza
on Monday condemned [srael's probe into the killings
of 15 medical workers last month, calling it a
“fabricated investigation.”The army announced the
results of its investigation on Sunday, saying it had
found “professional failures” and dismissing a deputy
commander in what it described as an accident.

Atotal of 15 people were killed in the March 23 incident
— including eight medics with the Palestinian Red
Crescent Society, six members of the Hamas
government's Civil Defense unit and a United
Nations staffer. Troops bulldozed over the bodies
along with their mangled vehicles, burying them in a
mass grave. U.N. and rescue workers were only able
to reach the site a week later.In a statement, the
Palestinian Red Crescent Society said the
investigation underscores “the occupation's
persistence in shielding the truth from the world.”

It accused Isracl of making “fallacious allegations™ that
medical rescue teams are part of Hamas and asked
why Israel continues to detain a paramedic who
survived the attack.”"We call on the international
community to abstain from validating the results of
the occupation's fabricated investigation,” it said.

[srael at first claimed the medics’ vehicles were acting
suspiciously and did not have emergency signals on
when troops opened fire. But the army later
backtracked afier cellphone video recovered from
one medic showed the ambulances had lights flashing
and logos visible as they pulled up to help another
ambulance that earlier came under fire.

The military said six of those killed were Hamas
militants, but has given little evidenced to support the
claim.The shootings outraged many in the
international community, with some calling the
killings a war crime.

Pope's frequent calls to
Catholic church made him
revered figure in war-
battered Gaza

GAZA.DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip: In the last 18
months of his life, Pope Francis had a frequent
evening ritual: He would call the lone Catholic church
in the Gaza Strip to see how people huddled inside
were coping with a devastating war. That small act of
compassion made a big impression on Gaza's tiny
Christian community and was why he was
remembered at his death Monday as a beloved father
figure in the beleaguered territory.

“l was deeply saddened. He was our biggest supporter
after God,” said Suheil Abu Dawoud, a 19-year-old
Christian in Gaza.Francis “always healed our wounds
and asked us to be strong,” he said. “He was always
praying forus.”

In his last public appearance, Francis called for a
ceasefire between Israel and the Hamas militant
group. A fervent advocate of interfaith relations, he
also urged Hamas to release the dozens of Israeli
hostages it is holding and condemned growing global
antisemitism.

In his Easter message, Francis expressed his “closeness
to the sufferings of Christians in Palestine and Israel
and to all the Israeli people and the Palestinian
people.”While noting the growing antisemitism, he
added: “I think of the people of Gaza and its Christian
community in particular, where the terrible conflict
continues to cause death and destruction and to create
adramatic and deplorable humanitarian situation.”
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Jury picked for US actor Harvey Weinstein
MeToo retrial: 7 women, 5 men on panel

Opening statements expected
Wednesday, final alternates pending
Jury includes diverse professionals
from Manhattan

Weinstein faces retrial after 2020

conviction overturned

New York. A jury of seven women and five
men has been picked for Harvey
Weinstein’s #MeToo rape retrial, a more
female panel than the five women and
seven men who convicted the onetime
Hollywood honcho at his first trial five
years ago.Opening statements aren't
expected until Wednesday, as prosecutors
and defence lawyers still need time to finish
picking the last of six alternate jurors —
those who step in if a member of the main
panel can't see the trial through.Drawn
from Manhattan's jury pool, the 12
members of the main jury include a physics

researcher, a photographer, a
dietician, an investment bank
software engineer, a retired city
social worker, and more.After nine
jurors were picked last week, three
others and five alternates were
tapped Monday during a marathon
fourth day of jury selection. They
and other prospective jurors were
quizzed about their backgrounds,
life experiences and various other
points that could relate to their
ability to be fair and impartial about
the highly publicised case."You
may hear sexual allegations here of a
salacious nature — graphic, perhaps.
Would hearing that indicate that Mr,
Weinstein must be guilty?” defence
attorney Mike Cibella asked one
prospective juror.

The woman, who ultimately was chosen,
answered no.

Potential jurors had been questioned
privately about their knowledge of the case
and opinions about Weinstein, and some

people were excused after those queries

behind closed doors.Still, when the
questioning moved into open court,
prosecutor Shannon Lucey sought
assurances that prospective jurors could put
aside any position or feelings they had
about the #MeToo movement. It was
catalysed in 2017 by a raft of sexual
misconduct allegations against Weinstein,
then a high-flying movie producer and one
of the most powerful people in his industry.

“Is there anyone who is going to think of the

movement and think, ‘OK, that’s just
something that I have to keep in the back
of my mind when I'm deciding this
case’? Everyone can put that aside?”
Lucey asked a group of 24 possible
jurors. All indicated they could do
so.Weinstein is being tried again on rape
and sexual assault charges after New
York'’s highest court last year overturned
his 2020 conviction and 23-year prison
sentence. The Court of Appeals found
that his trial had been tainted by improper
rulings and prejudicial
testimony. Weinstein, 73, has pleaded not
guilty and denies raping or sexually
assaulting anyone.The retrial involves
charges that he raped an aspiring actor in a
Manhattan hotel room in 2013 and
committed a criminal sex act by forcing
oral sex on a movie and TV production
assistant in 2006.He also is charged with
another criminal sex act count, based on an
allegation from a woman who was not a
part of the original trial. She alleges that
Weinstein forced oral sex on her at a

Columbia activist's wife gives birth, says
husband denied releuse fo be present

world. Noor Abdalla, the wife of jailed
Columbia University graduate and
Palestinian activist Mahmoud Khalil,
has announced the birth of their son. On
Monday evening, Noor released an
statement saying, "I welcomed our son
into the world earlier today without
Mahmoud by my side. Despite our
request for ICE to allow Mahmoud to
attend the birth, they denied his
temporary release to meet our son. This
was a purposeful decision by ICE to
make me, Mahmoud, and our son
suffer."Mahmoud is currently being
held in a detention centre in Louisiana,
over 1,000 miles away from the New
York hospital where Noor gave birth.

denied his request to temporarily
release him for the birth. Mahmoud was

phone.Abdalla, a 28-year-old New

York dentist, and her newborn baby
boy, both are in good health.
NOOR VOWS TO FIGHT FOR
JUSTICE
Noor has been vocal about her husband's
case since his arrest. She stated that the
government is targeting Mahmoud due
The Department of Homeland Security g his activism in favour of Palestinian
rights.Abdalla, who is an American-
born citizen and raised in Michigan.
only able to witness this experience via  Her parents immigrated to the US from
Syriaapproximately 40 years ago.

silence those who speak up for
Palestinian rights," she said earlier
this month. "We will not be silenced.
We will persist, with even greater
resolve, and we will pass that strength
on to our children and our children’s
children — until Palestine is
free."Despite welcoming her child
without Mahmoud, Noor says she
won'’t stop fighting for her husband’s
freedom. "I will continue to fight every
day for Mahmoud to come home to us,"
she said. "l know when Mahmoud is
freed, he will show our son how to be
brave, thoughtful, and compassionate,
just like his dad."Khalil was detained
on 8 March on the basis that he is
deemed to be a threat to US foreign
policy. Earlier this month, an
immigration judge ruled that Khalil can
be deported from the United States.

Downtown Houston Courthouse shootout
leaves deputy, suspect wounded

Man opens fire on deputies at
Houston courthouse

Veteran deputy injured but
saved by bulletproof vest

Suspect armed with two The suspect, who has not yet been

handguns, shot by deputies

UPDATED A downtown Houston
courthouse turned into the scene of
a midday shootout on Monday
when a man armed with handguns
opened fire on deputies, wounding
a veteran officer before being shot
himself.The incident occurred
around 12:20 p.m. near the Harris
County Family Law Center, after
deputies responded to reports of a
man seen with a handgun walking

from the nearby Civil Courthouse, identified,
handguns when he was shot by

deputies, Rosen said. Sheila Jones, a
veteran deputy with 30 years in law
enforcement, was shot on her left side
during the confrontation but avoided
life-threatening injuries thanks to her
bulletproof vest.“She’s tough. That

reports Associated Press.”He ran from
us initially and then turned around and
took a shot at one of our officers — and
they, of course, returned fire,” said
Harris County Precinct 1 Constable
Alan Rosen during a news
conference.Assistant Chief Deputy

vest saved her life,” Rosen said.
“We're incredibly thankful.”Both
Jones and the suspect were taken to
area hospitals and were listed in stable
condition as of Monday afternoon.
Authorities say the suspect was being
charged with one court of aggravated
assault of a peace officer. but more
Charges wWere
expected against
him. No other
injuries were
reported.Five
deputies were
involved in the
encounter with the
suspect, and
investigators are
trying to determine
how many of them
fired their weapons,
Rosen said. At least
one building near the shooting had a
bullet go through one of its windows.
The injured deputy has been in law
enforcement for 30 years and
previously worked for the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office. The identity
and motive of the suspect remain under
investigation.

Carl Shaw of the Precinct 1
Constable’s Office said deputies began
pursuing the man when he was spotted
with a weapon near the courthouses in
downtown Houston — an area that
typically sees thousands of visitors
daily for court hearings and jury duty.

was armed with two

Mark Carney urges strong
mandate to counter Trump,
liberals leading April 28 polls

"The Trump administration is trying to Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney, ahead in polls in

the run-up to an April 28 election, renewed calls on
Monday for voters to give him a strong mandate to dea
with US President Donald Trump's tariff threat. Carney
says Trump's tariffs and talk of annexation pose a huge
threat and mean that Canada needs to reduce its reliance
on the United States and restructure its economy."We
need a government that has a strong mandate, a clear
mandate. We need a government that has a plan that
meets the moment," Carney said during a campaign
event in Charlottetown in the Atlantic province of
Prince Edward Island.The 60-year-old ex-central
banker, who had no prior political experience before
running to become Liberal leader earlier this year,
billed himself as "someone who knows how to
negotiate ... (and) how to manage a crisis."

The Liberal platform, which promises additional
spending of around Canadina $130 billion over the next

four years, predicts that the 2025/26 deficit will be
Canadian $62.3 billion, far higher than the Canadian
$42.2 billion forecast in December.

Carney replaced Justin Trudeau, who had been in power

for more than nine years and was the focus of opposition
attacks about inflation, high immigration levels and a
housing crisis.The official opposition Conservatives
had been 20 points ahead at the turn of the year but now
trail the Liberals.A rolling three-day Nanos poll
released on Monday put the Liberals on 43.7 per cent
public support with the Conservatives on 36.3 per cent.
The left-leaning New Democrats, who compete with
the Liberals for the center-left vote, trailed at 10.7 per
cent

Ifrepeated on election day, that would give the Liberals a

majority of the 343 seats in the House of Commons.

Elections Canada said a record 2 million people had cast

their ballots in the first of day of advance voting on
Friday, which was a national holiday. Around 28
million Canadians are registered to vote.Voter turnout
in federal elections from the 1950s to the early 1990s
ranged between 70 per cent and 80 per cent, but it has
gradually declined. In the 2021 election, only 62.3 per
cent of eligible voters cast ballots.Ipsos Public Affairs
CEO Darrell Bricker said the advance polls could
indicate that overall turnout will be higher, or merely
reflect parties' efforts to boost early voting.

Harvard sues Trump administration to stop the
freeze of more than $2 billion in grants

Harvard's suit called the
funding freeze “arbitrary
and capricious,” saying it
violated its First
Amendment rights and the
statutory provisions of Title

VI of the Civil Rights Act.

—

BOSTON. Harvard University announced
Monday that it has filed suit to halt a federal
freeze on more than $2.2 billion in grants
after the institution said it would defy the
Trump administration’s demands to limit
activism on campus.In an April 11 letter to
Harvard, the Trump administration had

called for broad government and
leadership reforms at the university and
changes to its admissions policies. It also
demanded the university audit views of
diversity on campus and stop recognizing
some student clubs. The administration has
argued universities allowed antisemitism
to go unchecked at campus protests last
year against Israel’s war in Gaza.Harvard
President Alan Garber said the university
would not bend to the demands. Hours
later, the government froze billions of
dollars in federal funding.Students, faculty
and members of the Harvard University
community rally, Thursday, April 17,2025,
in Cambridge, Mass. Trump administration
takes aim at Harvard's international
students and tax-exempt status“The

innovation,”
Boston federal court.”

America’s position as a global leader in
said the lawsuit,
Nor has the

Government acknowledged the significant
consequences that the indefinite freeze of

saying it violated its First Amendment
rights and the statutory provisions of Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act. Within hours, the
White House lashed back.“The gravy train
of federal assistance to institutions like
Harvard, which enrich their grossly
overpaid bureaucrats with tax dollars
from struggling American families is
coming to an end," White House
spokesman Harrison Fields said in an
email Monday. "Taxpayer funds are a
privilege. and Harvard fails to meet the
basic conditions required to access that
privilege."For the Trump administration,
Harvard presents the first major hurdle in
its attempt to force change at universities
that Republicans say have become
hotbeds of liberalism and antisemitism. A

filed in

Government has not — and cannot —
identify any rational connection between
antisemitism concerns and the medical,
scientific, technological, and other
research it has frozen that aims to save
American lives, foster American success,
preserve American security, and maintain

billions of dollars in federal research
funding will have on Harvard’s research
programs, the beneficiaries of that
research, and the national interest in
furthering American innovation and
progress,” it added.Harvard's suit called the
funding freeze “arbitrary and capricious,”

part of that is targeting research funding
which has fueled scientific breakthroughs
but has become an easy source of leverage
for the Trump administration.In its letter
earlier this month, the administration told
Harvard to impose tougher discipline on
protesters and.
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IPL 2025: KL Rahul helping
plot plans against LS

reveals Vipraj Nigram

New Delhi Delhi Capitals' Vipraj Nigam has
said that the team will be using KL Rahul's
insights for the game against Lucknow Super
Giants on Tuesday, April 22. Rahul was the
captain of LSG till last season and guided
them to the playoffs in 2022 and 2023. Most
of the players in the current, including the
likes of Nicholas Pooran and Avesh Khan
played under the 33-year-old over the past
few seasons.This will be the first time Rahul
will be playing against LSG since leaving the
franchise after not being retained ahead of
the IPL 2025 auction. Speaking at the pre-
match press conference, Nigam said that
Rahul's knowledge of the LSG players will
be helpful and they do discuss about it during
team meetings.

"Not specifically for this match, but I do get
advice from seniors in every game on how to
perform better. Regarding Rahul bhaiya, yes,
he helps, especially since he’s played with
some players who were part of Lucknow last
year and are still with them this year. So in
our team meetings, we definitely discuss
that—it really helps when someone has that
insight about the opposition’s bowlers and

batters," said Nigam.Speaking about Faf du
Plessis' availability, Nigam said that the
South African batting is recovering well but
the final call will be taken by the team
management.“He is recovering well but the
final call will be taken by the management,”
said Nigam.

'Consider myselfan all-rounder’

Speaking about his role in the team, Nigam
said that he considers himself to be an all-
rounder and wants to make contributions
with bat and ball whenever required.

“I consider myself an all-rounder. I have to
make contributions with the ball and also
with the bat whenever required,” said
Nigam.Nigam also talked about the pressure
of playing in front of his home crowd and
said that it just adds up when playing infront
of family and coach.

Steve Waugh on Rohit
Sharma's future as Test
captain: Can't be
complacent or relaxed

New Delhi Former Australia cricketer Steve
Waugh has said that it’s up to Rohit Sharma
to decide if he wants to play Test cricket for
India. Rohit’s Test future is in question
following the team’s failure to qualify for the
World Test Championship (WTC) Final for
the first time, under his leadership. India lost
back-to-back series against New Zealand
and Australia, which crushed their hopes for
athird consecutive appearance in the summit
clash.To make matters worse for Rohit, his
poor form in the red-ball format has also
raised questions about his place in the team.
Recently, Waugh was asked about Rohit’s
Test future in the Indian team and the
legendary Australian captain replied that it’s

LSG vs DC, IPL 2025 Preview: Predicted XI,
team news and Lucknow pitch conditions

«Delhi Capitals are on the
second spot on the table with

ten points

«Lucknow Super Giants are on
fifth spot with ten points as
well

«Delhi beat Lucknow in their
opening qame of the season

—

New Delhi. Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) are
set to take on Delhi Capitals (DC) in Match
40 of the Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL
2025) on Tuesday, April 22 at Bharat Ratna
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket
Stadium, Lucknow. Lucknow are coming
into the game after registering a thrilling win
over Rajasthan Royals (RR) by two runs in
the previous fixture. Avesh Khan held his
nerve in the final over and successfully
defended eight runs to help his team register
their fifth win of the season.LSG have

performed exceptionally under the
leadership of Rishabh Pant despite his poor
form as they’ve won five out of eight
matches to be on the fifth spot on the points
table. In the batting department, Nicholas
Pooran, Mitchell Marsh and Aiden Markram
have been in phenomenal form. On the other
hand, Shardul Thakur, Digvesh Rathi, Avesh
Khan and Ravi Bishnoi have troubled the

batters with the ball.

All in all, Lucknow look like a well-balanced
team in the ongoing season and will aim to
climb higher on the points table with a win
over DC. Especially after losing their season
opener against them by one wicket. Delhi
Capitals are coming into the game, having
suffered just their second loss of the season
against Gujarat Titans.In a rare failure of

Dijokovic returns to Madrid
seeking his 100’rh tour-level title

MADRID. Former champion Novak

Djokovic has returned to the Madrid Open
for the first time in three years in hopes of
achieving his 100th tour-level title.

Djokovic is seeded fourth in the same half of

the draw as second-seeded Carlos Alcaraz,
the home favorite who arrives at the Caja
Magica this week with fitness concerns after
reaching consecutive clay-court finals.

The 37-year-old Djokovic, a three-time

champion in Madrid, hasn't played in the
Spanish capital since losing to Alcaraz in the
2022 semifinals, their first
meeting.Djokovic won his 99th title last
August at the Paris Olympics. He has lost
four finals since then, most recently last
month in Miami.The 100-title club features
only Jimmy Connors (109) and Roger
Federer (103).Over the last two weekends,
Alcaraz has won the Monte Carlo Masters
and lost in the Barcelona Open final, where
he needed treatment on his upper right leg

on Sunday.

“I’m confident it won’t affect me in Madrid,”

he said. “That’s what happens when you play
so many matches and have so few days to
rest. It’s so demanding, and you have to give
100% every day. Having played a
tournament like Monte Carlo and arriving in
Barcelona with few days to adapt is really
tough.”Alcaraz said fellow Spaniard Rafael
Nadal, a five-time winner in Madrid, wrote
to him after the Barcelona final to encourage

him and say he hoped he wasn't injured.

“I bow at the feet of Rafa because of what
he did week after week,” Alcaraz said.
"You have to respect that.”

Alexander Zverev, No. 2 in the world after
winning in Munich at the weekend, was
the top seed in Madrid and Taylor Fritz
was the third seed. Defending champion
Andrey Rublev was the seventh seed.

Djokovic has a 30-9 record in Madrid,
with titles in 2011, 2016 and 2019. He

beat his coach Andy Murray in the 2016

final.

Alcaraz won Madrid in 2022 and 2023.
Sabalenka leads women's drawThe women's

draw has 29 of the top 30 players. No. 15
Barbora Krejcikova is missing because of an
injury. Top-ranked Aryna Sabalenka seeks
her fourth final appearance in Madrid in five
years. She won the tournament in 2021 and
2023, and lost last year's final to [ga Swiatek,
the second seed this week.

Whatis Ashwin doing Former World Cup winner slams (SK veteran

New Delhi

Former India opener and
selector K Srikkanth was not impressed

completely defensive," Srikkanth said on

his YouTube channel ‘Cheeky Cheeka’.

and win the match. But what did he do? He
bowled safely in the powerplay."It didn’t
matter to CSK atall. MI (Mumbai Indians)
were also sensible, taking singles off him.
You have to understand the match
situation, the IPL situation — and bowl
accordingly,” Srikkanth said.R Ashwin
has picked up only five wickets in seven
outings this season.

At the start of the tournament, Srikkanth had
questioned how CSK had used Ashwin.
He said: “With regards to Ashwin, don’t
drop him, but stop him from bowling in
the powerplay. Between the 7th and 18th
over, he can be effective. With Jadeja and
Noor Ahmad, they can easily bowl 10
overs at least.”

Srikkanth also maintained that the season
for CSK is over and they should start
building for the next season.“Dhoni has
already started talking about next season.
That means he is pretty frustrated with this
team’s performance. He was right in
saying that the guys have to own up and do
something fantastic. Where CSK lost was

New Delhi

their bowling attack, Delhi allowed
Gujarat to chase down the target of 204.
However, they’re enjoying a golden run
under the leadership of their new skipper,
Axar Patel, who’s impressed with his
shrewd leadership. DC batting lineup has
fired collectively with KL Rahul being the
top performer. On the bowling front,
Kuldeep Yadav and Mitchell Starc are
topping the charts being successful in
applying the pressure in different stages of
the match.Hence, both teams have a well-
rounded squad for the upcoming
encounter, which promises to be another
exhilarating clash after Delhi beat
Lucknow by one wicket in their first
fixture.

LSGvs DC: HEAD-TO-HEAD

The two teams are even in terms of head-to-
head records with both teams having won
three matches each out of the six
encounters between them. They’re also

tied with one win each at the Ekana Stadium.

LSGvs DC: TEAMNEWS
Fast bowler Mayank Yadav has made rapid

progress in his fitness but it remains to be
seen if he will be available for the clash. For
Delhi, Faf du Plessis isunlikely to be
available for the fixture after injuring
himself while fielding against RCB.

Harsha Bhogle breaks silence on

missing KKR games:
Inappropriate conclusions drawn

Decorated commentator Harsha
Bhogle has dismissed rumours suggesting he
is not part of the IPL 2025 commentary panel
for Kolkata Knight Riders' home games at
Eden Gardens, Kolkata. Bhogle clarified the
reason behind his absence from Monday's
match between KKR and Gujarat Titans,
stating that "inappropriate conclusions" were
being drawn regarding his absence from the
commentary box.Reports on Monday
claimed that Harsha Bhogle and former New
Zealand cricketer-turned-commentator
Simon Doull had been red-flagged by the
Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB), which
had allegedly requested the BCCI not to
assign them to KKR's home fixtures.

According to the PTI news agency, this
purported stance from the CAB came in
response to criticism from Bhogle and Doull
regarding Eden Gardens pitches prepared by
CAB curator Sujan Mukherjee during IPL

2025.Taking to X (formerly Twitter), Bhogle
clarified that he had been assigned just two
matches in Kolkata this season, and had
missed the second one due to personal
reasons. Neither Bhogle nor Doull were part
of'the commentary panel for Monday's match
between KKR and GT at Eden
Gardens."There are some inappropriate
conclusions being drawn about why I wasn't
at yesterday's game in Kolkata. Quite simply,
it wasn't on the list of matches [ was down to
do! Asking me would have resolved the issue.
Rosters are done before the tournament
starts. I was rostered for two games in
Kolkata. I was there for the first and an illness
in the family prevented me from being at the
2nd," Bhogle wrote on Tuesday, April
22.Both Bhogle and Doull, speaking to
Cricbuzz, had criticised the Eden Gardens
curator for not providing pitches that suited
the home team's strengths. Doull had even
suggested that KKR should consider
relocating their home games away from
Kolkata if they continued to receive pitches
that did not aid their chances of

with veteran spinner R Ashwin’s bowling
performance during Chennai Super Kings'
(CSK) nine-wicket loss against Mumbai
Indians at the Wankhede Stadium.

“What is Ashwin doing? He has turned

"He is not looking to take wickets. It's like,
'Let me just get through these four overs.'
He never went for wicket-taking. Just
bowling safe.“What was the idea of
picking Ashwin today? To get two wickets

in the auction itself. If you select players
like Sam Curran, Overton, Tripathi,
Hooda, how can you win matches?”
Srikkanth said.

winning. KKR captain Ajinkya Rahane and
head coach Chandrakant Pandit have also
expressed disappointment over the lack of
spinner-friendly .

IPL 2025: Rajasthan Royals face match fixing

up to him to solve that problem. He further
said that the India captain needs to look at
himselfin the mirror and ask if he still has the
hunger to play the longest format for his
country."It is totally up to him. He is the only
one who can solve that problem. He has got
to look himself'in the mirror and say, do I still
want to be captain or play for India? Am I
committed? Am I putting enough time and
effort into it? It is a privilege and an honour to
play for your country. You can't be
complacent or relax," Waugh told
PTI.Furthermore, Waugh was asked about
the criticism South Africa is facing for
qualifying for the WTC final without playing
against top teams and playing less number of
matches. The legendary batter gave the
example of how people complained about
India playing in Dubai during ICC
Champions Trophy 2025 and said that South
Africa did well in the number of matches
they played and are fully deserving to be in
the final."There's always complaints. In
Champions Trophy, India played a neutral
ground in Dubai and people complained
about that.

allegations after shocking loss vs LSG

«Rajasthan Royals failed to
score nine runs in last over vs
LSG

« Lhey earlier lost a close game
against Delhi Capitals as well

«1he Sanju Samson-led side is
on eighth spot on points table

New Delhi Rajasthan Royals (RR) are facing

allegations of match fixing following their
shocking loss against Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) in Match 36 of the Indian Premier
League 2025 (IPL 2025). Jaideep Bihani,

Rajasthan Cricket Association (RCA) ad hoc
committee convener, has alleged that the
team was involved in some foul play, raising
questions about their loss in the close
encounter.Chasing a target of 181 runs, the
Sanju Samson-led side required just nine
runs to win in the final over, having six
wickets in hand. However, much to
everyone’s surprise, they ended up losing the
match by two runs as LSG’s Avesh Khan
successfully defended the score for his team
with his exceptional death
bowling.However, the loss didn’t go down
well with Jaideep Bihani, who questioned
how the team lost on its home ground after
needing just a few runs to win the encounter.
In an interview given to News18 Rajasthan,
Bihani mentioned the controversial past of
the Rajasthan Royals in the IPL as their
players were caught in spot-fixing in
2013.Moreover, the franchise owner Raj
Kundra was also caught in betting, leading to

their ban for two seasons in 2016 and 2017
along with Chennai Super Kings (CSK).
Hence, he demanded an investigation into
the matter, urging the BCCI and other
agencies to take stock of the situation. Apart
from that, Bihani has also alleged that the
Rajasthan Cricket Association was sidelined
from overseeing the hosting of the IPL due to
baseless excuses.The ad hoc committee has
been appointed by the state government in
Rajasthan. After analysing our work, we
were given an extension for the fifth time.
During our tenure, we’ve conducted all

competitions successfully right from the
district level to the national level. However,
as soon as the time for hosting IPL came, the
Sports Council took control of it. For IPL,
the BCCI had first sent a letter to RCA only.
The excuse given by Sports Council and RR
was that we don’t have an MOU from Sawai
Mansingh Stadium. If MOU is not there, so
what? Aren’t you paying Sports Council for
every match?,” Jaideep Bihani said in the
interview.

Earlier, Rajasthan also failed to score nine runs

in the last over against Delhi Capitals (DC)
having seven wickets in hand and eventually
lost the match in the super over. Following
their fourth successive defeat, they are now
teetering at the eighth spot on the points table
with two wins from eight matches having
four points to their name. They will next take
on Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) on
24th April at M. Chinnaswamy Stadium,
Bengaluru.
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sparked widespread outrage among fans. In an interview, she
referred to Aishwarya, then 36, as “aunty" and reasoned it out by
saying that the actor has worked with her father, Anil Kapoor. Her
comment didn’t sit well with Aishwarya’s fans, and she was brutally
trolled. After the backlash, Sonam denied making any such comment
altogether and praised the Devdas actor.
Why did Sonam Kapoor call Aishwarya Rai ‘aunty’?
It so happened that back in the day Aishwarya was replaced as the brand
ambassador of a popular beauty brand by Sonam. Some reports stated that
it was Aishwarya who had backed off, giving the opportunity to the Delhi 6
actor. When asked about it, Sonam referred to Aishwarya and called her
“aunty from another generation". This statement drew widespread flak.Soon
after, Sonam was asked about her “aunty" remark. She defended her
statement and said, “Aish has worked with my dad so | have to call her aunty
na!" She referred to Aishwarya co-starring with Anil Kapoor in films such as
Taal, Hamara Dil Aapke Paas Hai, and others. That too, created trouble for the
actor.
However, she soon went on deny that she would never call Aishwarya “aunty".
In another interview, Sonam said, “It’s all gossip. I never said any of that. |
don’t want to remark on it anymore. A lot has been printed and said and it’s
all turn into very untidy and filthy, and I don’t wish to get into it anymore. |
really respect Abhishek as a person and had one of my best experiences
working in Delhi 6. Aishwarya Rai is Aishwarya Rai. | never said that. |
would address her in a deferential way, but  would never call her aunty."
Sonam received flak for her comment
~ This controversy often resurfaces on social media. Years back, Sonam-
\ Aishwarya’s controversy went viral on Reddit. An angry user wrote,
“You need to have a career for someone to destroy it." Yet another
netizen commented, “So by that logic, Salman would be an uncle since
he co-starred with Anil in many movies. How come she did a rom-com
with Salman Uncle in Prem Ratan...?? She also worked with Abhishek
in Delhi 6, who’s apparently husband of Aunty Aish. She was paired
with Bobby Deol in Thank you although Bobby did a romantic movie
with Aunty Aish: Aur Pyaar Hogaya na, back in 1997, The list goes on

and on.

Disha

Shares Adorable Glimpses From Her
Day Out With Daughter Navya

isha Parmar has been enjoyingthe  and family members in attendance. The couple
best phase of her life —  welcomed their little bundle of joy, Navya, in
motherhood. The Television

actress is a doting mom to a daughter,

September 2023.0n the work front, Disha is a
popular face of the Television industry and has

named Navya, whom she shares with

her husband and singer Rahul Vaidya.

appeared in popular shows including Pyaar Ka
Dard Hai Meetha Meetha Pyaara Pyaara and

She often treats her Instafam with

adorable glimpses of her baby. '8

Recently, the Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2
fame dropped a couple of pictures from
her day out with Navya, making the fans

go gaga over their bond.
Taking to Instagram, Disha posted a
couple of selfies, wherein the mother-
daughter duo is seen enjoying a relaxing
day under the trees on a bright sunny day.
In the snapshots, the actress held her
daughter close, as they appeared relaxed
- and happy. Navya looked straight into the
: ;« camera withaslight smile on her face.
L5 Both of them kept it casual As Disha opted for a
' white T-shirt paired with huge brown shades,
Navya looked cute in a light green top. Sharing
the pictures, she wrote in the caption, “It’s
Navu’s World & mumma is just living in it.
T #19MonthsToday."In no time, the comment
section was flooded with reactions from her
fans and admirers. An Instagram user wrote,
“Awwdorable." Another commented, “So
Vol sweet and very cute." One of them stated,
“Two Cuties in one frame.”
Disha tied the knot with singer Rahul Vaidya
on July 16, 2021, in Mumbai. The marriage
was an intimate affair with just close friends

A In 2009, Sonam Kapoor said something about Aishwarya Rai that

| 4
Woh Apna Sa. She was last seen in the TV show
Bade Achhe Lagte Hain Season 3, wherein she
portrayed the role of Dr Priya Sood. Backed by
Ektaa Kapoor, the show also featured Nakkul
Mehta, Supriya Shukla and Shrishti Jain in the
lead roles.

The actress took a break from acting after
welcoming her daughter in 2023. She is yet to
announce her next project. Rahul, on the other
hand, is currently seen in Laughter Chefs:
Unlimited Entertainment Season 2.

Imtiaz Ali Reveals REAL Reason Why

Bobby Deol Was Removed From Jab
We Met: 'Voh Wait Kar Raha Tha'

obby Deol recently revealed he was “really
upset" after being abruptly removed from Jab

We Met, despite initiating its early
development with Kareena Kapoor Khan and
director Imtiaz Ali. Amid this, an old interview of
Imtiaz Ali is doing the rounds on social media.
While speaking to The Lallantop, Imtiaz recalled
why Bobby was left out of the film.Imtiaz Ali said,
“Jab We Metko Bobby Deol ke saath banane ka plan
kar raha tha. Start kari picture but usko kuch aur
offers mil rahe the, kuch bade directors ke saath. Toh
voh wait kar raha tha. Keh raha tha ki iske baad kar
lenge, uske baad kar lenge. Toh, karte karte ek aisa
waqt aagaya jo mujhe laga ki ab yeh theek nahi lag
raha. *

Imtiaz added, “Bohot waqt beet chuka hai kyuki vaise
bhi, 5 saal tak maine ek hi film ki hai. Uske baad bhi
ek do saal tak main kuch nahi kar raha tha. Toh
matlab financially and even in life, you want to do
things. Toh maine bola Bobby yeh film nahi banate
hain. Let us decide this today. Let us shake our hands
ki film nahi banate kyuki humara ek doosre ke saath
sahinahirahega."

Imtiaz’s interview has resurfaced amid Bobby Deol’s
recent revelation of feeling hurt. Speaking to Instant
Bollywood, Bobby shared how he first discovered
the script while watching a rush print of Socha Na
Tha, which Imtiaz was directing with Bobby’s
cousin Abhay Deol. Impressed, Bobby urged Imtiaz
to write a film for him, which eventually evolved
into Jab We Met. *I tried really hard to make that
film (Jdb We Met) happen; I reached out to a lot of
people," he said.Bobby claimed that he played a
major role in bringing the production house Shree
Ashtavinayak Cine Vision on board. The producers,
he said, were interested in working with him but
hesitant about backing Imtiaz, who was still
relatively new at the time. Bobby pushed for the
collaboration and successfully convinced them to
give the director a shot.He also reached out to
Kareena Kapoor Khan through a contact to offer her
the lead role, but she initially declined. Preity Zinta
was also approached, but turned it down, saying she
would consideritata later time.

Anshul Garg Asks Fans To Suggest
Title For Harshvardhan Rane,

Sonam Bwa s' lntense Love Story'

arshvardhan Rane and Sonam Bajwa starrer

upcoming romance film has already gone

on floors, with debutant producer Anshul
Garg on board for the project. Taking to his
Instagram handle, Garg reached out to his fans to
suggest title ideas for the film, which he described
as an “intense love story." Garg also shared a
picture with the lead actors along with other team
members from the sets of his film. While
Harshavardhan and Sonam could be seen dressed
up in their respective characters, director Milap
Zaveri also joined the frame for the
picture.“Suggest me a name for this intense love
story! Reading all comments!" Anshul Garg wrote
in the caption.

Fans wasted no time sharing their reactions, along
with a couple of suggestions for the film’s title.
One wrote, “Diwaniyat will be a very beautiful
story, and this unique team and its actors will make
the story much more interesting." while another
added, “Raqeeb or Bekhudi? Just going by the
current title.""It seems to me that Deewaniyat is a
good name for a love story ... But if you think
about it, you can come up with more options," a
fan added. A section of fans even suggested that
Garg name the film Sanam Teri Kasam 2. With
multiple reports touting the film title as
Deewaniyat, the makers are yet to officially
confirm the same.

Last week, Desi Movies Factory announced the
film, revealing the debut of music producer
Anshul Garg into the world of cinema. “With
seetis, taalis, masala, music, romance, and mass
mayhem, we present Anshul Garg’s ‘Production
No. 1.” co-produced by Raghav Sharma, written
and directed by Milap Milan Zaveri, starring
Harshvardhan Rane and Sonam Bajwa, and co-
written by Mushtaq Shickh!" the makers
mentioned. The film will be released in 2025.The
team has started shooting for the film in Mumbai,
with Garg dropping the first pictures on his
Instagram handle.

Speaking on the same, Garg expressed his views on
his debut film as a producer. “1 have always
believed in stories that connect emotionally, and 1
believe this film is the right project to begin the
journey. It’s a film where music plays a central
narrative role—the kind of story where songs
don’t just support the plot, they carry it forward,"
he said, as quoted by The Times of India.
Harshvardhan Rane also shared how Anshul
Garg’s vision has been “clear" for the film. which
he describes as inspiring.
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