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Putting Iranian
nuclear genie back is

Education for sale: Middle class contradictions

easier said than done

The US and Iran have held their second round of
indirect talks over the latter's nuclear programme

Isn't it a fact that many of us from the middle class have never bothered to put pressure on the government so that

our govt-aided schools become truly well equipped to provide good quality education to our children?

As I come to know about the protests held recently by

in Rome on Saturday. The US delegation was led
by Special Envoy Steve Witkoff and the Iranian by
its Foreign Minister Abbas Aragchi and the
indirect talks were mediated by Oman.

As in all things related to the Donald Trump
Presidency, it is difficult to gauge the outcome of
the ongoing negotiations over the former's nuclear
programme. The Iranians have reasons for being
wary of dealings with the Trump administration.

furious parents outside several private schools in the
national capital over a steep hike in fees — from tuition
charges to additional levies for air-conditioned
classrooms, I reflect on the contradictions that
characterise the life-trajectories of the upwardly mobile
aspiring class. Yes, I understand that they have solid
reasons to be angry if the fancy private schools where they
send their children for education increase the fees
arbitrarily, refuse to initiate any negotiation with them

Recall that it was Trump who in 2018 peremptorily
withdrew from the Joint Comprehensive
Programme of Action (JCPOA) to check the
Iranian nuclear programme that was negotiated by
the P-5 (the US, China, France, the UK and
Russia) plus Germany. He was also responsible for
the 2020 assassination of Iran's top general,
Qassem Soleimani, and had initiated the policy of
"maximum pressure" on Iran in his first term.

The two sides will now begin drawing up a
framework for a potential nuclear deal. Iran's
Foreign Minister said that the talks had yielded
"very good progress." Experts-level meetings will
now begin and the top negotiators will meet again
on Saturday in Muscat, Oman.But this does not
mean that an agreement is anywhere near. The
differences between them are wide and, possibly,
even unbridgeable.In an interview with Fox News
last Monday, chief negotiator Steve Witkoff said
that the US position was that Iran would have to
stop enriching uranium to the level of 20 and 60
per cent and implied that it could be allowed to do
so to the level of 3.67 per cent, which is sufficient
for civil nuclear energy uses. He also said Iran
would have to verify that it does not build ballistic
missiles that could deliver nuclear weapons or
build nuclear weapon triggers.

However, on Tuesday morning, Witkoff clarified
that any final deal would require a complete
elimination of the Iranian enrichment and

Were they not aware that their decision to
send their children to these fancy private
schools was like giving their consent to the
marketisation and commodification of
education? And, isn't it a fact that many of us
who belong to this class have never bothered
to put pressure on the government so that our
government-aided schools become truly well
equipped to provide good quality education
to our children?

In fact, every morning when I see them —
doctors, lawyers, engineers, civil servants,
professors and other professionals — waiting
with their children for the air-conditioned
school buses to pick them up, [ see yet another
harsh reality that characterises this highly
unequal/asymmetrical country:
malnourished children with torn clothes
walking towards nearby municipality
schools.Seldom do these two worlds meet. In

and force them to buy overpriced uniforms,
notebooks and non-NCERT textbooks. I
empathise with a parent when he says that it is

exceedingly difficult for a single-income Chinmay2
family to pay, say, Rs 50,000 extra per child | a
annually.Yet, I can't escape from asking a Vld\'a"a\l_ ¢
counter-question to these angry parents: \jashaﬂt\“ha

kL

weaponisation programme.Last Tuesday, Trump
convened his top officials and advisers for a
meeting to plan for the second round of talks that
were held on Saturday.Trump also spoke on the
phone to the Sultan of Oman, Haitham bin Tariq,
and discussed the Omani mediation between the
two countries. A day earlier, Trump told reporters
that Iran needed to move fast and may be stringing
the US along with negotiations.There is
substantial debate within the Trump
administration on the way forward. One school of
thought is backed by Vice-President JD Vance,
Special Envoy Steve Witkoff and Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth, who think that the best
path is through negotiations.They do not want the
US to getinvolved in yet another mid-East conflict

fact, we didn't want this merger. We didn't fight for a
shared and well-functioning public domain. Instead, we
began to separate ourselves from everything that is
'public’. From public transportation to our own private
cars or from government hospitals to private nursing
homes. We separated ourselves from the struggles of the
poor, the subaltern and the lower middle class.

The result is the growing withdrawal of the state from all

socially meaningful welfare practices. And hence, it looks
somewhat hypocritical if we begin to cry that the annual
tuition fee of'a well-known private school in New Delhi is
Rs 2 lakh, excluding additional charges like registration,
development, exam fees and transportation. It is like

and put US soldiers in harm's way.

While the other school of thought, backed by
Secretary of State Marco Rubio and National
Security Adviser Mike Waltz, wants military
strikes, a course of action also being egged on by
Israelis. They are skeptical about whether an
acceptable deal can be worked out with Iran.

They believe that Iran is extremely weak right now,
through a combination of last years' Israeli strikes
and economic strain on account of sanctions and

thinking that a fancy corporate hospital will charge less if
you and I cry, and state the tales of our financial
difficulties!It is, indeed, a matter of concern that our
public schools, colleges and universities are declining
fast and there is a mushrooming growth of private
enterprises. Possibly, my generation was somewhat
lucky. Yes, I was a student of a Bengali-medium
government school in West Bengal. Well, in our school,
we didn't speak English fluently; we didn't possess what
this generation values as appropriate 'cultural capital': a
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set of symbols and practices that distinguish one from
everything that is 'ordinary’'.

And yet, I have no hesitation in saying that we found the

company of reasonably good teachers and our academic
skills were quite satisfactory. Moreover, in this
government school, I experienced the ecstasy of diversity
and plurality. My friends belonged to different castes,
classes and religions. There was no segregation between
the rich and the poor. In fact, those who are protesting
against the fee hike in front of private schools will be
surprised to know that when I was writing my board
examination in 1974, the tuition fee was merely Rs 5 per
month!Possibly, the great vision of "common schools"

Kidney swap policy
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cusp of meaningful reform. The Centre's push for a
unified ‘one nation, one swap transplant’ system
aims to streamline kidney exchange procedures m— |
across states. This idea is long overdue in a country =
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the losses suffered by its regional allies Hezbollah,
Hamas and the Assad regime in Syria.

The US-Iran public positions are well known and
seemingly irreconcilable. Trump has vowed to
prevent Iran from ever getting a nuclear weapon,
while Teheran insists that it will never give up the
right to nuclear enrichment.The challenge is to
ensure an agreement that will accommodate both
views. The US feels that removing all enriched
material from Iran and blocking any Iranian
capacity to enrich uranium is the way to go.

The Iranians believe that they should be allowed to
enrich uranium for their civil nuclear programme.

The devil, of course is in the details. In 2016, when
the JCPOA took effect, Iran had a stockpile of less

where nearly two lakh patients require transplants
annually, yet only a fraction receive them. The
initiative draws strength from recent milestones.
Ten patients received kidneys through swap
transplants in Ahmedabad earlier this month,
marking a remarkable achievement in paired
donation. These transplants, where incompatible
donor-recipient pairs are matched with others in a
similar situation, offer a lifeline when direct
donation isn’t possible. Yet, the system remains
underutilised, constrained by state-level silos, rigid
regulations on donor-recipient relationships and a
lack of awareness.

The Centre’s move, backed by the National Organ and

Tissue Transplant Organisation’s recent directive to
states and union territories, attempts to correct this by
enabling broader geographic matches and creating a

than 300 kg of uranium of 3.67 per cent purity and
5000-o0dd centrifuges.

There are so many issues to write about in the region that is
popularly known as the North-east — and they are, for
the most part, interesting. The rest of the country knows
little about many of them, still caught by bold headlines,
brassy anchors and ill-informed social media posts.

Let’s take a handful: there’s the unending tragedy in
Manipur, now in its third year; the Naga talks go on
without a resolution and a new faction has split from the
dominant group and walked across to the highlands of
Myanmar to join rebels there (of course, it does not make
it any easier that the original three factions have
fragmented into nine in the space of a few years). Assam
is in the midst of campaigning for panchayat elections on
the back of a successful investment summit where vast
amounts of investment funds were promised.Cricket
icon Sachin Tendulkar has just completed a much-hyped
visit to Meghalaya at the end of which his foundation
and the Gates Foundation signed an agreement with the
state government to improve health conditions for
children.Yet, if one has to pck one sector that has shown
remarkable improvement in the region, it’s the highways
and communications infrastructure. I can vouch for this,
having travelled a lot these past decades over back-
breaking roads where vehicles would lurch along,
avoiding potholes, pick up speed occasionally before
abruptly slowing down because of a new bad patch.
There are still challenging sections such as the Dimapur-
Kohima highway, where a four-lane highway is still in
the works decades after it started because of the fragile
nature of the hillsides out of which the roads are being
carved.These days, it is easy to drive from Guwahati to
Bhutan or from Dibrugarh to Arunachal Pradesh or from
Aizawl to the border town of Champhai near Myanmar.
The landscapes are dazzling. The earlier wearying,
agonising journeys have turned pleasurable. This is
visible in the constant flow of tourists across the region

Safer roads can spur North-east’s march

They are essential as the region seeks to locate its place in a new Asian architecture

as Indians travel extensively to explore a space unique
for its natural beauty and a range of rich and vibrant
cultures but that once was a no-go area thanks to
insurgency and violence.Guest houses to suit different
budgets are springing up in towns large and small, as are
local restaurants made famous by energetic YouTubers.
The latter are eager to espouse these cuisines (and
increase their following and income) to a generation in
India thatis ready to explore new tastes and spaces.
Interestingly, local communities are also catering to
tourist tastes. Thus, in Sohra, better known as
Cherrapunji, the place of legendary rainfall, roadside
restaurants now serve Bengali, Gujarati and Assamese
thalis, with a focus on vegetarian cuisine. This is very
unlike the local fare, where the best and tastiest
delicacies are traditional meats of various kinds, made in

unique ways. Be that as it may, this is as much a part of
business as anything else.Better roads have shortened
journeys, connected long-separated communities with
each other and given depth to India’s Act East Policy.
However, that policy does not seem to be going very far,
at least by road, because neighbouring Myanmar is in the
throes of a civil war and Bangladesh continues to be in a
state of upheaval. In addition, Dhaka’s hostility to New
Delhi after the ouster of former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has not made matters easier.But road safety
remains an issue. The other day, I was driving with a
cousin in her vehicle to the ancestral sleepy town of
Nagaon in the plains of Assam for a family event. We had
just passed the town of Jagiroad where the Tatas had
announced an investment of Rs 27,000 crore for an
international semiconductor plant. We spoke about that

that distinguished the recommendations of the Kothari

Commission of Education, 1966, was still alive. India was

poor; but then, the logic of market fundamentalism

implicit in the neoliberal doctrine of 'efficiency' and

'growth’ was not so distinctively visible. From

government schools to inclusive and affordable public

universities, our journey, even though not perfect, taught
us that without some sort of socialist/welfare policies,

India could not overcome the curse of inequality and

exploitation and move towards a democratic and

egalitarian nation.However, in our times,

W the glitz of neoliberal market
fundamentalism seems to have seduced
people like us. No wonder, we do not
demand anything substantial from the
government. Instead, we have taken it for
granted that almost everything — be it
education, health and even fresh air - is a
commodity. And, if you and I have the
money, we can buy it. This neoliberal
faith in private solutions to public issues
is so deep that we have forgotten to
demand anything substantial from the
government. Accept our contradictions.
We want these education shops to reduce
the price of packaged/commodified
education.However, we refuse to come to
the street and demand from the
government that the taxes we pay have to
be used properly so that we could find at
least affordable, inclusive and good
quality public schools, public universities
and public hospitals.

It is this indifference to our shared public
concerns that has led to a situation in
which we see the growing decline of all
government-aided schools, colleges and

universities. Take, for instance, my own school that once
enchanted me. Today, as I visit this government school, I
notice the all-pervading decay — empty classrooms, poor
enrolment and demoralised teachers. And I see the love
affair of the middle class with fancy private schools and
branded coaching centres. The message is clear:
Education is not your right; it is a commodity in the
marketplace you have to buy; and if you don't have the
required money, forget it!Can people like us overcome
these contradictions, come to the street, resist the ugly
commodification of education and pressure the
government to nurture affordable, inclusive and good
quality public schools and universities?

national registry of incompatible pairs. It's a step
that could save countless lives, especially for
patients whose only mismatch is bureaucratic,
notbiological.

But the process of approvals for swap transplants
must be expedited. The definition of ‘near
relative’ under current rules often acts as a barrier
for those willing but disqualified by paperwork.
Also, public trust must be rebuilt, especially in
light of recurring organ trafficking scandals.
India is the world’s third-largest transplant hub,
but size alone doesn’t equal equity or access. A
centralised swap transplant mechanism could be
the game-changer — provided it’s implemented
transparently, ethically and with sensitivity to the
needs of patients and their families. In the world
of organ transplants, time is not a luxury. For

thousands awaiting kidneys, a national swap system

offers hope; not just for survival, but for a life renewed.

and the promise of growth.Suddenly, we saw groups of
people gathered along the highway. There’s been an
accident, the driver said, as we slowed down. A woman
inayellow and green sari lay sprawled on the roadside at
an impossible angle. She was not moving. A young
woman was screaming out her mother’s name in
agonised grief as people held her back. It is an image that
will stay with me. A motorcyclist, possibly involved in
the accident, sat on the other side of the road, shaking his
head and holding his helmet. An ambulance stood
nearby.

We fell silent and my mind went back nearly a decade back

when on this very highway, I saw the crumpled figure of
aman on the road. My car’s driver told the story: the man
had got off the bus and was walking across the road when
a motorbike with two men on it came screaming down
the highway. The bike hit the man, who collapsed on the
spot, careened off the road to the right and fell into a
ditch with both riders.The inflow of new infrastructure
and money has also meant new vehicles, which zoom
across highways at great speeds. The Assam Tribune has
quoted the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways as
saying that more than 13,700 people were killed in road
accidents in the state between 2018 and 2022.Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma noted earlier this
year, “Between December 24, 2024, and January 15,
2025, there were 163 fatalities, compared to 195 during
the same period last year, marking a 16.41 per cent
decrease. While this improvement is encouraging, the
loss of 163 lives remains a grave concern. We must
continue working together to prevent every... death and
ensure safer roads.”Distances may have shortened,
speeds have increased, infrastructure has improved —
but safer driving is more critical now, as are more
highway patrols. They are essential as the region seeks
to locate its place in a new Asian architecture.
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100% tariffs create
anxiety': Tesla says still
weighing when to enter
India

New Delhi. Tesla is still undecided on when to start
operations in India despite calling it a “very hot
market,” with steep import duties continuing to
cloud the company’s plans, CFO Vaibhav Taneja said
on Speaking after Tesla’s dismal Q1 results—net
profit plunged 71% year-on-year—Taneja pointed to
India’s 100% import tariffs as a key hurdle. “The
same car which we're sending is 100% more
expensive than what it is,” he said during the
earnings call. “So that creates a lot of anxiety. People
feel they're paying too much.”Tesla has lobbied India
for years to cut its sky-high duties, with Elon Musk
calling them among the steepest in the world. Despite
no breakthrough yet, Tesla has recently leased
showroom space and listed over two dozen job
openings in India.Shipment records also show the
company imported a Model Y from Germany in
March ata declared value 0f $46,000.

Talks are ongoing between Indian officials and the
Trump administration on a broader trade deal, under
which the US has requested that India eliminate
import tariffs on electric vehicles.But any sweeping
reduction is likely to face pushback from domestic
automakers like Tata Motors and Mahindra, who
argue that easing tariffs too quickly could erode
India’s local EV industry.Tesla came close to

' Elon Musk says he'll spend 'less time at

DOGE' as Tesla profits fall 71%

Musk to cut DOGE time after

Tesla profits drop 71%

Tesla shares rose 5.5% post-

Musk's announcement

Tariff issues affect Tesla's

China operations, growth

forecast
s Y s——
New Delhi. Tesla CEO Elon Musk has

said he will reduce the amount of time he
spends at the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) from May, following
a sharp 71% drop in Tesla’s profits. Musk
made the announcement during a
conference call with analysts on Tuesday,
where he spoke about his future plans and
the current condition of Tesla’s business.

DOGE, a government body aimed at cutting

public spending, has been a major focus
for Musk over the past several months.
His active role in it has drawn attention
and caused political debates, especially
as it led to protests and vandalism at
several Tesla showrooms.

Some investors have also expressed

concern that Musk was not spending
enough time running Tesla, especially as
the company’s sales and share price
have declined in recent months.Musk
said the main work needed to set up the
DOGE team and start its cooperation
with the government was mostly
finished."The large slog of work
necessary to get the DOGE team in place
and working with the government to get
the financial house in order is mostly
done.” Musk said as quoted by Reuters.
However, he still plans to spend about
40% of his time on DOGE.

Following his comments, Tesla shares,

which had already gained 4% in after-
hours trading before the call, rose further
and were up by 5.5%. Despite this short-
term boost, Tesla’s stock remains far
below its peak, having nearly halved since

December.Tesla released its first-quarter
results after the market closed on Tuesday.
The company reported that while its core
auto business performed slightly better
than expected in terms of profit margins,
total auto revenue fell by 20%, and net

profitdropped by 71%. These results were
below Wall Street’s expectations.

The electric vehicle maker said that it was
still working toward producing an
affordable car model, but warned that it
may have to revise its growth forecast
within the next three months. This is due

to difficulties in assessing the effects of
changes in global trade policies and
political conditions, which the company
said could affect demand and supply
chains.Ongoing tariff issues between the
United States and China have added
further uncertainty. Tesla has
paused some imports of parts
from China after the U.S.
government raised tariffs on
Chinese goods to 145%. In
response, China has introduced
its own tariffs, which has led
Tesla to stop accepting new
orders forits Model S and Model
X vehicles in the Chinese
market.Speaking about the
wider economic conditions,
Musk said that Tesla was not
immune to reduced demand.
“Absent the macro issues, we don’t see
any reduction in demand,” he said. He
explained that when the economy is
uncertain, people often delay big
purchases like cars. He also said that
tariffs are likely to affect Tesla’s energy
business more than its car business.

announcing a major India entry last year, with Musk
expected to unveil a $2-3 billion investment that
included plans for a local factory. That trip was called
off at the last minute, but Musk now says he plans to
visit India in 2025 following a conversation with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi about tech
collaboration.Even as Tesla tiptoes toward India, the
company is battling broader headwinds, with rising
competition and slowing demand denting its
financials. Still, Taneja’s remarks suggest the India
story is far from shelved—just stuck in neutral.

RBl issues a new directive
for banks to curb digital
fraud. Details here

NEW DELHI. In a major step to make digital
banking safer, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
told all banks to move their websites to a new and
secure domain, ‘*.bank.in’. Banks must complete
this shift by October 31, 2025, as per a circular
issued by the RBI.The RBI, in its circular dated
April 22, 2025, stated, “It has now been decided to
operationalise the °. bank.in” domain for banks
through the Institute for Development and
Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT), which
has been authorised by National Internet Exchange
of India (NIXI), under the aegis of the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY),
to serve as the exclusive registrar for this domain.”

WHY THIS MOVE?

Online fraud is rising, and many people have fallen
prey to fake banking websites. To fight this, the
RBI had earlier announced the plan to introduce
exclusive domains for banks and financial
institutions. Now, that plan is taking shape.This
initiative is aimed at strengthening the
cybersecurity framework and enhancing public
confidence in digital banking and payment
systems,” mentioned RBI in its circular,

Hence, when customers see a website ending with
“.bank.in’, they can be sure it is genuine. This move
is expected to reduce online fraud, stop phishing
attacks, and help people trust online banking more.

KEY THINGS TO KNOW

What s *.bank.in"?

It’s a special internet domain only for Indian banks.
It helps customers know they are on a real bank
website, not a fake one.

AISATS invests Rs 200 crore

Forgot to declare your tax
regime choice to employer
Here's what happens

NEW DELHI. If you're a salaried employee,
your employer must have asked you to choose
betw een the old and new tax regimes for the
current financial year (2025-26) for TDS
purposes.

Selecting the right regime according to your
income and eligible deductions, can help you
save a fair bit of money during the year.
However, forgetting to inform your employer or
being late with a deadline can happen.

Let’s understand in this article what happens if
you miss informing your employers about your
preferred tax regime.WHY TELL THE
EMPLOYER ABOUT TAX REGIME?Your
employer deducts tax from your salary every
month. This is called TDS (Tax Deducted at
Source). To calculate the correct amount, your
employer needs to know which tax regime
you’ve chosen. If you don’t inform them, they’ll
go with the default option, which is the new tax
regime.

The government made the new tax regime the
default one from April 1, 2023. So, if you say
nothing, tax will be deducted as per the new
regime, even if the old regime would’ve saved
you more money.

WHAT COULD GO WRONG?

If the old regime is better for you, and you have
invested heavily under Section 80C, but don’t
inform your employer, more tax might be
deducted from your salary during the year.
You’ll have to wait till next year to claim a
refund when you file your income tax return
(ITR). That means your money will stay stuck
with the tax department for months.On the other
hand, if the new regime suits you anyway,
there’s no loss. But it’s still a good idea to
confirm your choice with your employer.

CANYOU CHANGE THE REGIME MIDWAY?

The tax rules don’t say if you can switch regimes
halfway through the year for TDS purposes.
Usually, employers don’t allow it, because
switching mid-year makes tax calculations
tricky. So, it’s best to make an informed choice

Renault strengthens India presence
with design centre in Chennai

NEW DELHI. Renault is
strengthening its presence in India with
the launch of its largest design centre
outside Europe in Chennai.This
strategic move supports the
French carmaker’s plan to
introduce five new models in the
country over the next three to five
years. The new centre, built with
an initial investment of 1.5
million, will serve as a key pillar of
Renault’s International Gameplan
2027, aimed at expanding its
footprint in emerging markets.The
initiative also marks a shift in
Renault’s alliance with Nissan.
Renault set to acquire Nissan's
51% stake in their Indian joint venture.
“All employees are being absorbed,
and operations will continue as usual,”
said Venkatram Mamillapalle, CEO
and country managing director,
Renault India. The Chennai facility
will focus on models designed for

centre is now three times the size of its

former Mumbai facility. The centre

features advanced tools, including 3D

model evaluation zones, VR
integration, and an 8.5-metre-wide
LED wall.Renault is also developing
an electric vehicle for both the Indian
and international markets. Despite
earlier successes with models like
the Duster and Kwid, the company
has faced challenges competing with
Maruti Suzuki and Hyundai in recent
years.

To regain momentum, Renault is
focusing on deep localisation-it
already manufactures vehicles in
India with up to 90% local content.

The company is also moving to take

full ownership of its Chennai plant,

previously part of its alliance with

Nissan. The new design centre's

philosophy, Tactile Confluence, blends

European minimalism with Indian

cultural elements, reflecting Renault's

growing commitment to India.

Indian consumers while also
contributing to global projects.“We
began our design journey in Pune and
Mumbai before the Chennai plant

came into being,” said Laurens van den
Acker, chief design officer, Renault
Group. “We later consolidated
operations in Chennai to work more
closely with our R&D and engineering
teams at RTCbi.”

Renault has since closed its Pune and
Mumbai studios, and the Chennai

BluSmart hires Grant Thornton for
forensic audit after Sebi probe: Report

NEW DELHI. BluSmart, India’s all-
electric ride-hailing startup, has
brought in global consultancy firm
Grant Thornton to conduct a forensic
audit, two sources familiar with the
matter told news agency
Reuters.The move follows
a regulatory order that
alleged co-founder Anmol
Jaggi diverted funds meant
for electric vehicle
procurement for personal
use. ;

BluSmart, which operates

and a key supplier to BluSmart—to  source added.

buy luxury assets, including a $5 Neither BluSmart nor Grant Thornton
million apartment and a $30,000 golf  responded to requests for comment.
set.In light of these findings, SEBI’sinvestigation into Gensol had
earlier flagged a complete
breakdown of internal controls. It
found that around $78 million in
loans taken by Gensol had been
rerouted through complex
transactions for non-business
purposes.Gensol, where Jaggi
serves as managing director, had
been supplying electric vehicles
to BluSmart under a leasing
arrangement. The company has

BluSmart’s board has appointed

over 8,000 EV taxis and . . : ] dsticktoit
: 1l cooperate with _ Sarlyonandstucktoit.
. 3 e has a strong presence in Stated‘ € T PORIS . WHAT IF YOU CHANGE JOBS DURING THE
S s : SEBI’s directive for a forensic
In new Iogls"cs purk UT KIA cities like Delhi, Mumbai, audit. Meanwhile, its stock has YEAR?

and Bengaluru, had to
suspend services last
week.This came after the Securities

You can choose a different regime with your new

plunged nearly 90% since the : )
employer. The declaration you make is only for

Grant Thornton to dig deeper into the start of the year.

BENGALURU. Air India SATS Airport Services company's finances. The firm is

Private Limited (AISATS) launched the AISATS
BLR Logistics Park at Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) here on Tuesday. Built with an
investment of Rs 200 crore, the greenfield
warehousing facility is one of the largest on-airport
logistics parks in South India.Spread across eight
acres within the country's third busiest airport, the
AISATS BLR Logistics Park comprises a cluster of
three distinct buildings serving a range of cargo
needs. A modern two-level main warehouse offers
over 2.40,000 sqft of Grade A warchousing space,
designed to serve freight forwarders, express
courier operators and logistics companies. The
main warehouse also includes a common-user
general warehouse space to serve SMEs, and cold
storage warehouse space for pay-per-use access.

Complementing this, is an 11,000-sqft public bonded
warchouse that will allow importers and OEMs to
securely store and manage their cargo shipments
under Customs bond. As a bonus, the park also
offers an office block with 24,000 sqft of space for
Customs House Agents, logistics companies, and
support services.AISATS will also provide
trucking services with the aim to ensure
economical, seamless cargo movement between the
logistics park and cargo terminals, which are
located 3 km from each other, at the airport.

As one of the astest growing airports globally, KIA
commands a 13% market share in total volume
cargo across India, and a whopping 40% share in
cargo processing among airports in South India. It
also boasted annual cargo tonnage of 5,02,480 MT
in FY25, while aiming to handle |1 million MT of
cargo by 2030. Against this backdrop, the airport
services management major looks to enhance cargo
handling capabilities, improve operational
efficiencies, and cater to the rising demand for a
faster and more sustainable cargo supply chain.The
AISATS BLR Logistics Park is set to play a crucial
role in strengthening Bengaluru’s air cargo
capabilities, boosting trade, and reinforcing India’s
position as a leader in industrial and economic
development.

and Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
barred Jaggi from accessing the
securities market. The regulator
accused him of misusing funds from
Gensol Engineering—his listed firm

BP Ventures, the investment arm of

that employer’s TDS calculation. When you

expected to examine the company’s
cash position and track fund flows to
determine if fraud occurred,
according to one of the sources. “The
cash situation is concerning,” the

British energy giant BP and one of
BluSmart’s prominent backers, has
not
developments

yet commented on the

join a new job, you’ll need to tell them which
regime you want for salary processing.

"You can switch tax regimes when changing
employers.

Gold price falls from all-time high.

Check lates

Gold prices in India dropped
sharply on April 23

Silver prices also decreased,
falling by Rs 387 per kg
Price drop linked to US-China

trade optimism

New Delhi. Gold prices in India fell
sharply on April 23, after touching
record highs just a day earlier. The drop
comes as investors reassess their safe-
haven bets following global
developments, especially around the
United States and China trade talks.

At 9 am on April 23, gold pices on the
Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX)
dropped by Rs 1,358 per 10 grams to Rs
95,982 per 10 grams. Silver prices also
fell, down by Rs 387 per kg to Rs 95,492
per kg. This fall comes after gold had
reached an all-time high of Rs 99,350
per 10 grams on April 22. In just one
session, MCX gold fell by Rs 3,900.

-

According to the Indian Bullion
Association (IBA), the price of 24-carat
gold was Rs 96,200 per 10 grams at 9 am
on April 23. The price of 22-carat gold
stood at Rs 88,183 per 10 grams.
Meanwhile, silver (999 Fine) was priced
at Rs 95,940 per kg.Gold prices had
been rising earlier due to a weaker US
dollar, growing fears of a global
recession, and ongoing trade tension
between the United States and China.
However, the sentiment changed after a
more positive message from the US
President.Dr Renisha Chainani, Head of

t prices

Research at Augmont, explained the
shift in prices. She said, “Gold prices
have plummeted by over $200 (around
Rs 4,000) from their high of $3,509
(around Rs 99,350) due to US President
Donald Trump’s retraction of threats to

fire Federal Reserve Chair Jerome
Powell and his optimism for a trade deal
with China, decreasing gold’s safe-
haven appeal.”She added, "As
suggested yesterday, if prices fall below
$3.450 (around Rs 97,000), we may see
a topping-out signal and profit booking
can move prices southward to around

in India

$3.300. The same thing has happened.
Now, prices are expected to trade in the
range of $3,320 (around Rs 95,500) to
$3,400 (around Rs 96,500). Silver
prices have been trading in the range of
$32 (around Rs 94,000) and $33 (around
Rs 97,000) and are expected to continue
in the same range this week.”

Here is a look at city-wise prices for gold

and silveras of April 23:

In Bengaluru, 24-carat gold was priced at

Rs 96,080 per 10 grams, while the MCX
rate stood at Rs 95,982 per 10 grams.
Silverwas priced at Rs 96,040 perkg.

In Chennai, gold was priced at Rs 96,260

per 10 grams, with MCX gold at Rs
95,982. Silver was priced at Rs 96,100
per kg.In New Delhi, gold was priced at
Rs 95,820 per 10 grams and silver at Rs
95,660 per kg.In Hyderabad, gold was
priced at Rs 96,160 per 10 grams and
silver at Rs 96,120 per kg.In Kolkata,
gold was slightly cheaper at Rs 94,860
per 10 grams, while silver was at Rs
95,700 per kg.In Mumbai, gold was
priced at Rs 95,990 per 10 grams and
silverat Rs 95,820 perkg.
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‘Sharbat jihad’: HC pulls up Patanjali,
says ‘can’t believe eyes and ears’

As court
says its
"conscience
shaken",
Patanjali
says it will
pull down
videos
allegedly
against Rooh

New Delhi. THE DELHI High Court
Tuesday directed Baba Ramdev’s
Patanjali to immediately pull down
all its advertisements allegedly
referring to Hamdard’s popular
drink Rooh Afza as “Sharbat
Jihad,” saying they “shocked the
conscience of the court”. *I
couldn’t believe my eyes and ears,”
Justice Amit Bansal, who was
hearing the case, said about
Patanjali’s videos.Senior advocate
Rajiv Nayar, appearing for
Patanjali, told the court that the
videos will be pulled down.

When the case first came up in the
court Tuesday morning, Justice
Bansal observed: “This is shocking.
Shocking. It shocks the conscience
of'the court. Please take instructions
immediately. This is indefensible
according to me. Take instructions,
otherwise there will be a strong

Hamdard, through its
charity wing Hamdard
National Foundation
India, has moved a suit
claiming trademark
infringement and
disparagement, as well as
defamation against
Patanjali Foods Limited
and Baba Ramdeyv, citing a
video that showed
Ramdev claiming that his
competitor’s profits were used “for
building masjids and madrasas.”
Profits from Patanjali’s “rose
sharbat”, he said, go towards
building “gurukuls, acharyakulams
and Patanjali University”. “Jaise
love jihad, vote jihad chal raha hai
naa, waise sharbat jihad bhi chal
raha hai (Like there is love jihad and
vote jihad, there is sharbat jihad),”
Ramdev added.

permanent injunction restraining
Patanjali from infringing and
disparaging its trademark, damages
upto Rs 2 crores, as well as seeking
an apology and retraction. It is also
seeking the court’s direction to the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology and the
Department
Telecommunications (DoT) to take
down the links of the objectionable
material.

of

advocate Mukul Rohatgi
Tuesday read out tweets and
the content of the video,
where Ramdev allegedly
makes a reference to Rooh
Afza.

Rohatgi added: “Hamdard
requires no elaboration... We
have all grown up with Rooh
Afza. This is a case which is
shocking, this goes beyond
disparagement, it goes

beyond normal cases. This is a case

creating communal divide, it is akin
to hate speech. This is commercial
speech and will not have protection
under the law of defamation... You
cannot go about branding whatever
you want... He says ‘sharbat jihad’.

Jihad is a war in the name of

religion, so you are attacking my

religion, because it is well known
that Hamdard belongs to people of

order.”

Afza

Dry promises: Tap water eludes
UP's Bundelkhand despite
government claims

New Delhi. Despite rapid infrastructure development, the
issue of clean drinking water continues to plague Uttar
Pradesh's Bundelkhand. Residents of Chureh Kesharva
village in Chitrakoot are facing an acute shortage. Taps,
tube wells, and hand pumps dot the villages, but water
remains scarce, forcing women and children to travel
long distances to fetch it. The seriousness of the situation
can be gauged by the fact that a nine-year-old girl, Annu,
carries multiple 20-litre buckets of water daily, despite
weighing only 15 kg. Her mother attributes their
struggle to incomplete tap connections, saying, "The
family's plight is due to incomplete tap connections.”

Similarly, Ranjana, a 12th-grade student in the village,
relies on hand pumps for water. She repeatedly fills
bucket after bucket, demonstrating her endurance in the
face of adversity.

"They promised water connections that never
materialised," a resident said, frustrated by the
negligence affecting her community.

The progress in providing tap water connections under Jal
Jeevan Mission in Uttar Pradesh is slow. The Chitrakoot
District Magistrate said that efforts are underway to
improve supply, promising, "Plans are in place to
saturate the area with tap water connections within six
months."The Jal Jeevan Mission has approved 40,951
schemes in Uttar Pradesh, with a total budget of Rs
1,52,521.82 crore. Officials have reported 100 per cent
tap water coverage in 24,576 villages, benefiting over
4.86 crore people. However, the stark reality in
Chitrakoot tells a different story, exposing the gap
between policy promises and everyday struggles.

Delhi AQI worsens: Environment
minister Sirsa calls it a *health
emergency’, orders crackdown on

polluters

NEW DELHI. In response to the worsening air quality
in the capital, Delhi Environment Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa on Monday held an emergency review
meeting and ordered immediate action against high-
polluting industries, institutions, and construction
sites.

Chairing the meeting with senior officials from the
Environment Department and the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC), Sirsa expressed concern
over the rising Air Quality Index (AQI) and termed the
situation a “health emergency.” He instructed officials
to take swift and time-bound action to mitigate

Hamdard, in its suit, is also seeking a Appearing for Hamdard, senior

the Muslim community.”

Delhi to double Wazirabad pond
capacity in major desilting push

NEW DELHL. In an effort to enhance
Delhi’s water supply, the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) has initiated a large-scale
desilting project aimed at increasing
the storage capacity of the Wazirabad
pond, a key raw water source in the
capital.

The initiative, expected to
significantly boost water
production, comes at a
time when the city
continues to fall short of
its daily water
requirement. Earlier this
month, Water Minister
Parvesh Verma visited
the Wazirabad water
treatment plant and
announced the
government’s plan to
take up desilting
operations in the pond
area located in North Delhi.

The DJB has since floated a Rs 25 crore
tender to remove 3.63 lakh cubic
metres of accumulated silt, which
officials say has drastically reduced the
pond’s holding capacity.“The work

will be carried out upstream of the
river, starting from Wazirabad up to
Ramghat, which is a distance of around
I km. Usually, during the monsoon
season, silt is carried away
downstream, but this is legacy silt,

which has accumulated over the
years,” a DJB official explained. Once
the desilting is complete, a process
expected to take two months, the
pond’s storage capacity is projected to
nearly double, adding around 100

million gallons per day (MGD) of
holding space. The Wazirabad barrage
serves as the first interception point of
the Yamuna River within Delhi and
feeds one of the largest water treatment
plantsin the city.

While the WTP is designed for
a 220 MGD capacity, it
currently functions at under
half that due to silt-related
limitations. “The Wazirabad
WTP has a storage capacity
of 220 MGD, but due to silt
accumulation along a one-
km stretch, it is currently
holding only around 100
MGD,” Verma said.

Water production in the capital
has grown steadily — from
927 MGD in 2020-21 to
around 990-1,000 MGD in
2024 — yet still lags behind

the estimated 1,290 MGD demand, as

highlighted in the Economic Survey,

During his earlier inspection, Verma

drank treated water at the facility to

demonstrate its safety. He also stressed |

the need for improved infrastructure.

Launch of Delhi - buses put off due to mourning for Pope

NEW DELHI. The city
government postponed the
launch of the Delhi Electric
Vehicle Interchanges (DEVI)
on Tuesday following the
Centre’s declaration of
national mourning in the wake
of the passing of Pope
Francis.The Delhi Transport
Department officials said the
inauguration will be
announced with a revised date
soon. DEVI buses, which *
were earlier proposed to be
named ‘Mohalla Buses” by the
previous AAP government, will soon
hit the road. These buses were
undergoing trial runs on half a dozen
routes over the past few months.

In its first phase, 76 buses will be
operated from three depots — Nangli,
East Vinod Nagar, and Ghazipur, Each
bus is designed to seat 23 passengers,

with an additional standing capacity
for 13 individuals.Importantly, six
seats will be reserved for women, and
25 per cent of the total seating will be
made available free of cost under the
Delhi government’s Pink Pass scheme,
aimed at encouraging safer and more
affordable travel for women.

The buses are powered by a battery
system comprising six battery packs

with a combined energy capacity
of 196 kWh. A full charge can be
completed in 45 minutes,
providing a driving range of up to
200 km— sufficient for a full
day’s operations within city
limits. The first operational route
under the DEVI scheme, labelled
MS-1, is planned to connect
Akshardham Metro Station with
the Mayur Vihar Phase-3 Paper
Market. Key stops along this
corridor include densely
populated residential and
commercial zones such as Trilokpuri,
Kalyanpuri, and Ghazipur, offering
much-needed connectivity to
underserved areas.

The fare structure will mirror that of the

capital’s existing fleet of air-
conditioned buses, with tickets priced
at Rs 10, Rs 15, Rs 20, and Rs 25
depending on the distance travelled.

Delhi HC quashes charge
against mother who delayed

reporting sexuval abuse

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High Court clarified that
Section 21 of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act is meant to
prevent the concealment of child sexual abuse
and ensure timely reporting in the child’s best
interest. It is not intended to punish those who,
despite their personal struggles, eventually come
forward.Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma, in her
Jjudgment, stated, “If judges begin to treat delay
and silence — caused by trauma or social
oppression — as criminality, we risk turning the
protective intent of the law into an instrument of
oppression itself. Justice cannot be sacrificed for
technicalities.”Section 21 of the POCSO Act
addresses the failure to report or record incidents
of sexual offences against minors. It allows
punishment by imprisonment, fine, or both for
those who neglect to report such offences. This
case involved a mother charged under Section 21
after her minor daughter alleged sexual assault
by her father and two sons of her sister-in-law.
The mother also claimed she was physically
assaulted by her in-laws. An FIR was filed after
the child’s statement.

During the investigation, it was noted that the
mother had made three PCR calls about physical
abuse by her in-laws but had not mentioned the
sexual assault on her daughter. Based on this,
charges under Section 21 were brought against
her. However, the Court found this charge to be
flawed and allowed the mother’s plea. It ruled
that she had not tried to protect the accused but
was also a victim of domestic violence by the
same people she was expected to report. The
Court also emphasised that the child’s medical
examination and legal proceedings were
initiated only because the mother eventually
intervened.

Delhi sees warm and dry day,
no relief in sight as
temperature could rise further

NEW DELHI. The capital experienced another

hot and dry day on Tuesday, with temperatures
nearing 40°C and clear skies prevailing across
the region.The India Meteorological
Department(IMD) reported that the Safdarjung
observatory recorded a maximum temperature
0139.9°C and a minimum of 20.9°C, both above
normal.

While maximum temperatures remained 2-3°C

above normal across most stations, a sharp dip in
night temperatures was observed. Lodi Road, for

instance, recorded a minimum of 18.4°C, around
4°C below normal.

No rainfall was reported anywhere in the NCR

over the last 24 hours, and humidity levels
ranged from 13% to 51%. The IMD has forecast
a rise in maximum temperatures by 1-2°C over
the next two days, with heatwave conditions
likely to set in from April 24 onwards. From
Wednesday through Saturday, several districts of
Delhi—including Central, North, South, and
East—are expected to see heatwave conditions,
with daytime temperatures climbing up to43°C,

Despite no official heatwave on Tuesday, the IMD

has flagged clear skies and sustained surface
winds (10-20 km/h), which may provide some
relief. Westerly to northwesterly winds
continued to dominate the region. The IMD has
urged citizens to avoid prolonged sun exposure,
stay hydrated, and take precautions, especially
for vulnerable groups like children, the elderly,
and those with pre-existing conditions,

Only active Muslim bar council members

pollution, including the suspension of construction
work at sites flouting dust control norms.

Authorities were directed to identify and act against
major sources of emissions, while ensuring that
mitigation measures were implemented without delay.
As part of immediate interventions, Sirsa asked
officials to deploy water sprinklers and anti-smog guns
at large construction zones and pollution hotspots. He
also stressed the importance of monitoring air quality
in sensitive areas, particularly around schools and
hospitals, using real-time data.

“Environmental responsibility is not on one department
but a collective duty of all,” Sirsa said, urging stronger
inter-departmental coordination. He also directed the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi and the DPCC to
submit daily progress reports and warned that repeated
violations would invite strict penalties.Highlighting
the role of civic engagement, Sirsa called for enhanced
public awareness campaigns targeting Resident
Welfare Associations (RWAs), market bodies and
construction agencies.

.The Supreme Court
held that a Muslim
member of a state
bar council should

be an active member

2022.

to be a Muslim member of a bar council
could continue to remain a member of the

While a single judge of the high court

to be eligible to
serve on the state
Waaqgf Board.

wagqfboard.

Setting aside the judgement of a division
bench of the Manipur High Court, the top

court said, “There are twin
conditions to be eligible to be
a Member of the Board: (1)
The candidate must be from
the Muslim community; and '
(2) must hold an active
position as a Member of
Parliament, State Legislative
Assembly, or Bar Council. Ifa
person no longer fulfils these
conditions, they cannot
continue to hold the Board

NEW DELHLThe Supreme Court on
Tuesday held a Muslim member of a state
bar council ceases to be eligible to serve in
the state Waqf Board if he is no longer

holding the position in the bar body.

A bench comprising Justices M M Sundresh
and Rajesh Bindal was dealing with the
question of whether a person who ceases

position (sic).”
The case related to an appeal by ___
one Md Firoz Ahmad Khalid,
who was appointed a member
of the Manipur Wagqf Board in

February 2023 following his election to
the Manipur bar council.He replaced
another person who lost his position in the
bar council after elections in December

upheld Khalid’s appointment, the division
bench reversed the decision, ruling the
law did not explicitly require a bar council

member to vacate their position on the
Wagqf Board upon ceasing to be a bar
council member.Writing a 25-page
judgement, Justice Sundresh disagreed

ellglble for Waqf board role: Supreme Court

with the impugned verdict of the division
bench.The judgment clarified that an ex-
member of the bar council can be
considered for Waqf Board membership
only if there are no serving Muslim
members in the bar council at
present — a special exception
under the second proviso to
Section 14(2) of the WaqfAct.
As aresult, the bench reinstated
the single judge’s decision,
upholding Khalid’s
appointment as member of the
state Waqf Board.“We also
note that presently, the
appellant is the only Muslim
member in the bar council
concerned - a fact that has
been rightly taken note of by
the state of Manipur, while
appointing him as a member
of the board. In any case, there
is no dispute with respect to the
appellant’s eligibility to be a member of
the board by virtue of his membership in
the bar council,” it said.
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"Unacceptable”: UN Chief
Condemns Pahalgam Attack
That Killed 26 Tourists

United Nations.UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres has strongly condemned the "armed attack"
in Pahalgam in Jammu and Kashmir, stressing that
attacks against civilians are unacceptable under any
circumstances."The Secretary-General strongly
condemns the armed attack in Jammu and Kashmir
on 22 April, in which at least 28 people were killed,"
Stephane Dujarric, spokesman for the Secretary-
General, said.Guterres offered his heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved families of the victims.
"The Secretary-General stresses attacks against
civilians are unacceptable under any circumstances,"
Dujarric said.Terrorists opened fire at a famed
meadow near Kashmir's Pahalgam town on Tuesday
afternoon, killing 26 people, mostly tourists, in what
i1s the deadliest attack in the Valley since the
Pulwama strike in 2019.The 26 victims of the attack
included two foreigners - from UAE and Nepal - and
two locals. The toll is still being ascertained, Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said
while describing the terror attack as "much larger
than anything we've seen directed at civilians in
recent years'".

Canada Sees Record High
Advanced Voting, 7.3 Million

People Cast Votes
¥y 1\ v

Ottawa.A record 7.3 million people cast ballots over
four days of advanced voting in Canada's election,
official figures showed Tuesday, in a possible sign of
elevated interest in the April 28 poll.

Elections Canada said its estimated tally for voting
from Friday through Monday marked a 25 percent
increase over the 5.8 million advanced ballots cast in
the 2021 vote.Canada, a country with a population of
41 million, has 28.9 million eligible voters, Elections
Canada said in November. There are further
indications the election campaign dominated by
threats from US President Donald Trump has
galvanized voters, including unusually high ratings
for two debates last week.The Liberal Party leader,
Prime Minister Mark Carney, is the front-runner, but
some polls show Pierre Poilievre's Conservative
Party incrementally gaining ground.

As of Tuesday, the public broadcaster CBC's poll
aggregator gives the Liberals 43.1 percent support,
with the Tories at 38.4. The Conservatives have
gained one point in the last two weeks, according to
the CBC data. Carney, a 60-year-old who previously
led the central banks of Canada and Britain, has
argued his global experience managing economic
crises makes him the ideal candidate to guide Canada
through a trade war brought on by Trump's tariffs.

Poilievre meanwhile says that lacklustre growth under
ex-premier Justin Trudeau's decade in power left
Canada vulnerable to Trump and the country cannot
afford a fourth consecutive Liberal government.

Most Canadian elections are multi-party battles with
the lefi-wing New Democratic Party and Quebec
separatist Bloc Quebecois playing crucial roles in the
make-up of parliament. This year, polling points to a
two-party Liberal-Conservative race, with smaller
parties facing significant set backs.

World Economic Forum
probes founder Klaus
Schwab after alleged
misconduct

WORLD.The World Economic Forum (WEF) said that
it has opened an investigation into its founder, Klaus
Schwab, after a whistleblower's serious allegations
against him. The allegations emerged just a day ago
when Schwab, 87, revealed he would step down as
chairperson with immediate effect without providing
any reasonThe Wall Street Journal first broke the
news of the investigation, which revealed that an
anonymous letter was received by the WEF board last
week. The letter complained about the governance
and workplace culture of the organisation. It claimed
that Schwab and his family combined their personal
affairs with WEF resources without any
supervision.A spokesperson for the WEF said, "The
World Economic Forum takes these allegations
seriously, but we want to emphasise that they remain
unproven at this stage. We will await the outcome of
the investigation before making any further
comments."According to the Wall Street Journal, the
Schwab family has denied the allegations made in the
whistleblower letter. The representative of the family
also disclosed that Klaus Schwab intends to sue the
author of the anonymous letter and all those who
disseminate these false accusations.

WHY WEF IS BEING CRITICISED

The WEF, particularly its headline-grabbing annual
gathering in Davos, has long been accused of being an
elitist event that turns a blind eye to the problems of
ordinary individuals. There have been increasingly
mounting reports on the internal culture at the forum
too, with some labelling it a culture of harassment and
discrimination.In reaction to these accusations, the
WEF's board previously retained a law firm to probe
the organisation's work environment. Nevertheless,
the WEF has denied these claims consistently.

Geneva, Switzerland.The World Health

The United States gave WHO $1.3 billion

This has left the WHO preparing a new
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Canada Elections: Mark Carney Promises
To Protect Quebec Voters From Trump

Polls show the ruling Liberals
have a narrow lead over the
Conservatives ahead of an April
28 election that Carney says is
one of the most crucial in
Canada's history.

Quebec.Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney took his election campaign to
Quebec on Tuesday, saying only he could
protect the predominantly French-speaking
province from US President Donald
Trump.

Polls show the ruling Liberals have a narrow
lead over the Conservatives ahead of an
April 28 election that Carney says is one of
the most crucial in Canada's history. Any
party wishing to win power must do well in
Quebec, which has the second-largest

number of seats in the House of Commons
after Ontario and is home to an
independence movement dedicated to
protecting the role of French and local
culture. Trump has imposed tariffs on
imports from Canada and mused about
annexing the country."This threat is not
only an economic threat, it is an existential
threat. To be clear, President Trump is
threatening the distinct identity of
Quebecers," Carney said at a campaign
event in the city of Trois-Rivieres."We'll be
able to protect Quebec, protect our
sovereignty and build Canada strong ... if
you want a strong government that will
defend Quebec and stand up to Donald
Trump, you must vote for that," he said,
reiterating calls for a strong mandate. Trois-
Rivieres, one of several Quebec
parliamentary constituencies where three
and sometimes four parties are contesting
the vote, is a key Liberal target.

In the 2021 election, the separatist Bloc
Quebecois won Trois-Rivieres with 29.5%

of the vote, ahead of the Conservatives'

29.4% and the Liberals' 28.6%.

Conservatives at 37.1%. The left-leaning
New Democrats, who compete with the
Liberals for the center-left vote, trailed at
10.4%.Such a result on Election Day
would give the Liberals a majority of the
343 seats in the House of Commons.The
Nanos poll of 1,308 people was carried
out from April 19 to 21 and is considered
accurate to within 2.7 percentage points,
19 times out of 20.The Conservatives
issued their economic plan on Tuesday,
which focused on tax cuts and reduced
spending. The plan calls for a budget
deficit of C$31.4 billion in 2025-26, less
than the C342.2 billion the government
forecast in December.The plan would
"reverse the disastrous Liberal record, cut

Liberal campaign workers on the ground say
there are clear signs that Bloc supporters
will switch their votes because they see
Carney as the best person to stand up to
Trump.A rolling three-day Nanos poll
released on Tuesday put the Liberals at
42.6% public support nationally, with the

the cost of food and housing, let you keep
more of what you earn and kill inflation so
your dollar goes further" the party said ina
statement.Carney said a Liberal
government could restore a fiscal surplus in
four or five years if all goes to plan. A
government mandate lasts up to four years.

Sudden Drop In Income": WHO
Announces Layoffs Amid US Funding Cuts

Organization chief said Tuesday that
operations and jobs would be slashed as
US funding cuts had left the UN agency
with a budget hole of several hundred
million dollars."The sudden drop in
income has left us with a large salary
gap and no choice but to reduce the
scale of our work and workforce,"
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told
member states, according to a transcript
of his remarks.The United Nations
health agency has been bracing for
President Donald Trump's planned full
withdrawal of the United States -- by
farits largest donor -- next January.

for its 2022-2023 budget, mainly
through voluntary contributions for
specific projects rather than fixed
membership fees.But Washington
never paid its 2024 dues, and is not
expected to pay its 2025 dues.

structure, which Tedros presented to

staffand member states on Tuesday.
"The refusal of the US to pay its assessed

contributions for 2024 and 2025,

combined with reductions in official
development assistance by some other
countries, means we are facing a salary
gap for the 2026-27 biennium of
between $560 and $650 million," he
said.The lower end of that spectrum
"represents about 25 percent of staff
costs" currently, he said, stressing

though that "that doesn't necessarily
mean a 25-percent cut to the number of
positions".He did not say how many
jobs would be lost at the WHO, which
employ more than 8,000 people around
the world.But he acknowledged that
"we will be saying goodbye to a

significant number of colleagues" and
vowed to do so "humanely". Tedros
insisted that the most significant impact
would likely be felt at the organisation's
headquarters in Geneva. "We are
starting with reductions in senior
management," he said."We are
reducing the senior leadership team at

headquarters from 12 to seven,
and the number of departments
will be reduced by (more than)
half, from 76 to 34," Tedros
said. WHO's regional offices
would meanwhile be affected
"to varying degrees", he said,
adding that some country
offices in wealthier countries
would likely be closed.These
are very painful decisions forall
of us," Tedros said.The WHO
chiefinsisted the situation could

have been worse.

WHO member states agreed in 2022 to
significantly increase membership fees
and reduce the portion of WHO's
budget covered by less reliable and
often
contributions.

earmarked voluntary

Jury rules in favour of NYT in
Sarah Palin defamation case

Jury rules New York Times not
liable in Palin defamation case
Editorial mistake admitted, but
judged an honest error

Palin loses retrial despite
claims of lasting dumage

WORLD. A federal jury in Manhattan
has once again ruled that the New York
Times is not responsible for defaming
Sarah Palin in a 2017 editorial. It is the
second straight courtroom defeat for
the former Alaska governor and vice-
presidential candidate.Palin, 61, had
sued the newspaper and its then-
editorial page editor, James Bennet, for
an opinion column published on June
14, 2017.The piece had falsely stated
that her political action commitiee's
map could have inspired a mass

shooting in Arizona in 2011, when six
were killed and Democratic
Congresswoman Gabby Giffords was
gravely wounded.

MISTAKE UNDER DEADLINE
PRESSUREJames Bennet, who edited
the article,
included the controversial connection
between Palin's map and the shooting
under tight deadlines. The editorial,
America's Lethal Politics, implied a
link between political violence and the
tragic incident.However, the Times
quickly accepted their mistake and
released a correction in just 14 hours
after their piece was published on their
website. The correction had clarified
that they found no indication of linking
Palin's political map with the shooting.

But even then, Palin's attorneys were
adamant that this was insufficient and
came
statement failed to specify Palin's
name. The attorneys accused the

upon

admitted that he had

from nowhere when the

truth,"

blunder of transcending oversight but
having a direct, real, hurtful impact

her reputation.During closing

arguments, Times lawyer Felicia

Ellsworth stated Palin, being a public

figure herself, had a high threshold to

clear in establishing defamation."To
win this case, Governor Palin needs to
prove that the New York Times and

James Bennet did not care about the

" Ellsworth said. "There has not
been one shred of evidence showing
anything other than an honest
mistake."

Palin’s lawyer, Ken Turkel, disagreed.

"This is not an honest mistake about a
passing reference," Turkel said. "For
her, it was a life-changer."

Palin had already lost this case once in
2022, but the ruling was reversed by a
federal appeals court because of
mistakes committed by the trial judge.
The case was retried, resulting in the
most recent jury verdict in favour of the

Trump Ready To End Trade
War With China He Says
Tariffs Will Drop But...

Washington.The Washington seems ready to blink first

in the trade standoff with Beijing, as US President
Donald Trump conceded that the 145 per cent taniffs
Americans currently pay for most imported goods from
China will "come down substantially, but it won't be
zero". The American President insisted that he would be
"very nice" with Beijing during the upcoming
negotiations, but insisted that China would ultimately
be forced to agree to some sort of agreement to bring
down the massive taxes that upended decades of US
trade policy and sparked global economic turmoil. He
claimed that trade talks with China were "doing fine"
because "everybody wants to have involvement" in
American markets, but insisted that if China does not
agree to a trade deal, the United States will set the terms,

"Ultimately, they have to make a deal, because otherwise

they're not going to be able to deal in the United States,
and we want them involved, but they have to, and other
countries have to make a deal, and if they don't make a
deal, we'll set the deal," Trump said while speaking in
the Oval Office on Tuesday.He said, "We're going to be
setting the deal, and it'll be a fair deal for everybody, and

it'll be", adding that it's a "process that's going to go
pretty quickly."When asked whether the tariffs on
Chinese imports will come down, Trump said, "It'll
come down substantially. Butit won't be zero."

"1435 per cent is very high, and it won't be that high...It got

up to there [because] we were talking about fentanyl...It
will come down substantially, but it won't be zero," the
American commander in chief said, referring to an
emergency he declared over the smuggling of the drug
into the US.He further said that future tariffs "will not
be anywhere near that number."The American leader's
conciliatory new tone on the matter of his trade policy
comes as the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
slashed its global growth forecasts, predicting a higher
risk of recession in the US as Trump's trade war pushes
the global economy into a "significant slowdown".

Meanwhile, the White House continued insisting that

Trump's tariffs have proved to be a success despite
record drops in financial markets and worldwide
recession fears. White House Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt said the whole world was beating down Trump's
door to strike bilateral trade deals as a result of the
President's actions. Trade War With ChinaSo far, US
President Trump has imposed tariffs as high as 145 per
cent on imports from China. Other countries are facing
ablanket 10 per cent US tariffuntil July.

"Undue Government Intrusion": US
After Colleges Unite Against Trump

Washington, United States.The White
House on Tuesday brushed off criticism
levied by dozens of US universities and
colleges that accused the Trump
administration of unprecedented "political
interference" in American academia.

More than 100 educational institutions issued
a joint letter earlier Tuesday condemning
President Donald Trump's undue
"intrusion."The move comes a day after
Harvard University sued the Trump
administration, which has threatened to cut
funding and impose outside political
supervision."The president has made it
quite clear that it's Harvard who has put
themselves in a position to lose their own
funding by not obeying federal law, and we
expect all colleges and universities who are
receiving taxpayer funds to abide by
federal law," Trump spokeswoman
Karoline Leavitt said told reporters.The
educational facilities -- including Ivy
League institutions Princeton and Brown --
said in the letter that they spoke with "one
voice against the unprecedented

government overreach and political
interference now endangering American
higher education.""We are open to
constructive reform and do not oppose
legitimate government oversight.
However, we must oppose undue
government intrusion,” it said, adding:
"We must reject the coercive use of public
research funding."Trump has sought to
bring several prestigious universities to
heel over claims they tolerated campus
anti-Semitism, threatening their budgets,
tax-exempt status and the enrolment of
foreign students.The letter said the schools
were committed to serving as centers
where "faculty, students, and staff are free
to exchange ideas and opinions across a
full range of viewpoints without fear of
retribution, censorship, or deportation."
Harvard lawsuitTrump's war against
universities has seen him threaten to cut
federal funding over policies meant to
encourage diversity among students and
staff. The Republican president has also
pursued a wide-ranging immigration

crackdown that has expanded to foreign
students, revoking their visas, often for
little or no reason.The White House has
publicly justified its campaign against
universities as a reaction to unchecked anti-

Semitism and the desire to reverse diversity
programs aimed at addressing historical
oppression of minorities.Leavitt told
reporters that Trump was "not going to
tolerate illegal harassment and violence

towards Jewish American students or
students of any faith on our campuses
across the country." "We will be responding

to the lawsuit in court," she added.The
administration claims protests against
Israel's war in Gaza that swept across US
college campuses last year were rife with
anti-Semitism.Many American
universities, including Harvard, cracked
down on the protests over the allegations
at the time.Several top institutions,
including Columbia University, have also
bowed to demands from the Trump
administration, which claims the
educational elite is too left-wing,

In the case of Harvard, the White House is
seeking unprecedented levels of
government control over admissions and
hiring practices at the country's oldest and
wealthiest university.But Harvard

rejected the government's demands.

prompting the administration last week to
order the freezing of $2.2 billion in federal
funding to the institution.In its lawsuit,
Harvard calls for the freezing of funds and
conditions imposed on federal grants to be
declared unlawful, as well as for the Trump
administration to pay the institution's costs.
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NEWSBOX
IPL 2025: Players to wear
black armbands to pay
homage to Pahalgam
attack victims

New Delhi. The BCCI (Board of Control for
Cricket in India) will be paying tribute to
the victims of the Pahalgam terror attack
during Match 41 of the Indian Premier
League 2025 (IPL 2025) between
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) and Mumbai
Indians (MI) on Wednesday, April 23 at
Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in
Hyderabad. The tragic incident, which
took the lives of 26 people, including two
foreign nationals, has sent shockwaves
throughout the entire country.In memory
of the victims, players and umpires will be
wearing black armbands and will also
stand for a minute of silence before the
match. Moreover, no cheerleaders will be
present in the ground as austerity measures
will be maintained throughout the
game.The attack on the innocent tourists
has received widespread condemnation
from top world leaders. and several Indian
cricketers have also expressed their
solidarity with the families of the victims.
Virat Kohli, Hardik Pandya, KL Rahul and
Shubman Gill have condemned the attack

through their social media accounts.It’s
not the first time that the BCCI is standing
in solidarity with the victims of a terrorist
attack, as back in 2019, the cricketing body
decided not to hold the opening ceremony
for the IPL’s 12th season. The officials
instead decided to donate the money for
the welfare of the families of the
victims.Stay updated on IPL 2025 with
India Today! Get match schedules, team
squads, live score, and the latest IPL points
table for CSK, MI, RCB, KKR, SRH,
LSG, DC, GT, PBKS, and RR. Plus, keep
track of the top contenders for the IPL
Orange Cap and Purple Cap. Don't miss a

Too many changes,
weird calls: How

Rishabh Pant's LSG fell
apart in revenge clash

Rishabh Pant's Lucknow Super Giants (LSG)
had the opportunity to climb to second in the
IPL 2025 points table. But that prospect
quickly faded after the Delhi Capitals (DC)
handed them a comprehensive eight-wicket
defeat on Tuesday, April 22, at the Bharat
Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana
Cricket Stadium in Lucknow.At the halfway
mark of the LSG innings, the hosts appeared
to be in cruise control. Openers Aiden
Markram and Mitchell Marsh laid a solid
foundation for power-hitters like Pant,
Nicholas Pooran, and David Miller.
However, once Markram departed for a well-
made 52, the innings lost momentum. LSG
could muster only 72 runs in the final 10
overs, finishing at 159 for six.One of the

most puzzling decisions was skipper
Rishabh Pant's demotion to No. 7. He came
out to bat with just two balls remaining and
was dismissed for a duck, raising questions
about the team's strategy.LSG's bowlers also
failed to make an impact as Abhishek Porel
and KL Rahul both scored half-centuries,
steering Delhi to victory with 13 balls to
spare.Earlier in the tournament, LSG had
narrowly lost to DC by a single run, with
Ashutosh Sharma's late fireworks proving
decisive. Given a chance to settle the score,
the Super Giants instead faltered again-this
time, collapsing under pressure in what was
expected to be arevenge match.

'Seems like Pant is under pressure'

Former wicketkeeper Mark Boucher didn't
hold back in his assessment of the Super
Giants' performance, especially after the
dismissals of Aiden Markram and Nicholas
Pooran. He was critical of the team's tactical
choices, stating that LSG got it completely
wrong in the latter half of their innings.

Boucher questioned the omission of Ayush
Badoni from the starting XI, arguing that the

in-form batter should have played ahead of

Abdul Samad.

New Delhi.

New Delhi

Matheus Nunes scored the winner in

" No cricket with Pakistan': Shreevats Goswami's

plea to BCCI after Pahalgam attack

«India and Pakistan don't
hold bilateral relations
since 2013

«he two teams face off in
only ICC events

w«India last visited Pakistan

for Asia Cup 2008

Former cricketer Shreevats
Goswami has urged the BCCI (Board of
Control for Cricket in India) to bring an end
to all cricketing ties with Pakistan in the
wake of the terrorist attack in Jammu &
Kashmir’s Pahalgam. As many as 26 people
have died in the attack on tourists
perpetrated by the members of The
Resistance Front—an offshoot of the
proscribed terror group Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT).The incident has sent shockwaves
throughout the country, with people

demanding strong action to safeguard the
lives of citizens in Jammu & Kashmir.
Shreevats Goswami has also condemned the
incident in a strongly worded post on his
social media account. The former
wicketkeeper batter has asked the BCCI to
stop playing cricket with Pakistan and asked
for a response not with bat and ball but with
resolve and dignity."SAY NO TO
CRICKET ! And this is exactly why I say -
you don't play cricket with Pakistan. Not
now. Not ever. When BCCI or the
government refused to send India to the

Champions Trophy in Pakistan, some had
the audacity to say, 'Oh, but sport should rise
above politics.' Really? Because from where
I stand, murdering innocent Indians seems to
be their national sport. And if that's how they
play - then it's time we respond in a language
they truly understand. Not with bats and
balls. But with resolve. With dignity. With
zero tolerance,” wrote Goswami in a long
post on his X account.Furthermore, he
recalled his recent visit to Kashmir and
sympathised with the locals, saying that it’s
not a time to stay silent.”I'm furious. I'm

Manchester City beat Villa: Pep Guardiola
calls season bad despite UCL hopes alive

Manchester City
manager Pep Guardiola termed the
win over Aston Villa as important,
while adding that the club's season
has been awful and 'it doesn't
matter if we reach the (FA Cup)
final or qualification for the
Champions League.'

stoppage time at the Etihad
Stadium after Bernardo Silva's
early goal for City was cancelled
out by Marcus Rashford's penalty.
City jumped to third place in the
Premier League table with four games
remaining, while Villa were left two points
behind in seventh place.A top-five finish in
the Premier League would secure European
Cup football for Manchester City next
season.This season has been bad."
Guardiola said. "It doesn't matter whether
we reach the (FA Cup) final, or qualification

for the Champions League. The reality is
that what determines, what makes you feel
the season is good is the Premier League, not
the Champions League, not FA Cups. It's that
consistency in the Premier League."But it
happens, sometimes you have bad seasons.
The level of the teams (in the Premier
League) is outstanding."Guardiola had
referred to the last five league matches as

"finals" in the lead-up to the game, with
City hosting Wolves and Bournemouth
before facing Southampton and
Fulham.Ruben Dias highlighted the
importance of their comeback win over
Villa. The Portuguese defender said
that securing Champions League
football was more important than the
FA Cup.

Dias said: "They are on the run to the top
five with us. Special game to get three
points. Four games to go and all of
them will be massively important. We
keep on going.

"We know how tight it is and how tight it will

be until the end. I can't quantify how
important today was."This means
everything to us. We know exactly what
circumstances we are in; top four or five
means everything. This is our main trophy.
We have the FA Cup and Club World Cup but
this is everything to us."

Pahalgam terror attack: No fireworks, cheerleaders in

Ml vs SRH IPL match; players to sport black armbands

« lerrorists opened fire on
civilians at the popular
tourist location in south
Kashmir on Tuesday, killing
at least 26 persons and
injuring several others.

HYDERABAD. The players of Sunrisers

Hyderabad and Mumbai Indians will wear
black armbands during their IPL match
which will not feature cheerleaders and
fireworks here on Wednesday to mourn
the victims of the fterrorist attack in
Pahalgam that caused 26 deaths.

The teams will also observe a minute's
silence to pay their respects to those
affected by the incident that has drawn

A =%

international condemnation."The players
of two teams will wear black armbands
and observe a minute's silence in memory
of all those who lost their lives in the

terrorist attack in Kashmir's
Pahalgam," a BCCI source told
PTL."As a mark of respect there
would be no cheerleaders on the
sidelines of MI vs SRH game. No
crackers will be burst," he added.

Terrorists opened fire on civilians at
the popular tourist location in south
Kashmir on Tuesday, killing at least
26 persons and injuring several

~~  others.

The Resistance Front (TRF), which is
a part of the banned Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terror
group, claimed responsibility for

. the attack.The attack has drawn
: strong condemnation from across

the world.The Indian cricket team

snapped bilateral cricket with

Pakistan after the 2008 Mumbai

terror attacks and recently refused

to tour the country for the
Champions Trophy, prompting the ICC to
make provisions for a neutral venue in
Dubai.

devastated. Just a few months ago, I was in
Kashmir for the Legends League - I walked
through Pahalgam, met the locals, saw hope
returning to their eyes. It felt like peace had
finally found its way back. And now... this
bloodshed again. It breaks something inside
you. It makes you question how many more
times we're expected to stay silent, stay
"sporting," while our people die. No more.
Not this time,” he added.It remains to be
seen what decision the BCCI (Board of
Control for Cricket in India) and the Indian
government take with regard to cricketing
ties with Pakistan in the aftermath of the
terror attack. The two teams haven't played a
bilateral series since 2013 and only face off
in multinational events at neutral venues.
India last visited Pakistan for the Asia Cup
2008, while Pakistan last came to India for
the ODI World Cup 2023.Recently, India
refused to travel to Pakistan for the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025 and played all of
their matches at a neutral venue in Dubai.
Later this year, India will also be hosting the
Women’s World Cup in October. As per the
agreement between the two cricketing
boards, they will not travel to each other’s
country for ICC events till 2028. Hence,
Pakistan will be playing their matches at a
neutral venue during the tournament.

Athletics Federation Cup:
National record for Dev

Meena; Rupal, Jyothi shine

CHENNAL Pole vaulter Dev Meena from

Madhya Pradesh climbed new heights at the
National Federation Senior Athletics
Competition here on Tuesday. Clinching the
gold after easing past 5.35m, Meena has re-
written his own national record of 5.30 set in
Dehradun in February this year.

However, despite creating a national record,

Meena was disappointed for not attaining the
Asian Championships qualifying norm,
missing it by just 0.16m set by the Athletics
Federation of India. “I am slightly
disappointed that I couldn’t make the cut for
the championship. But beyond that, I was
concerned of a potential injury if I pushed
forth and stopped here as my coach
suggested,” Meena told reporters.Day 2 was
also a showdown for quartermilers in both
women and men's categories. Rupal
Chaudhary of Uttar Pradesh and Vishal TK of
Tamil Nadu bagged gold. Rupal clocked
52.55s, while Vishal 46.19s.

There was a slight drizzle when the six of the

eight finalists in women’s 400m breached the

53.80 mark set for Asian meet qualification.
Just like her gold in Indian Open last month,
Rupal with her quick strides, took the lead
from Vithya Ramraj of Tamil Nadu who led in
the initial 200m. Kerala’s Sneha K, finished
third, In 400m men’s Jay Kumar of Delhi
clinched silver and Manu TS of Kerala settled
for bronze. National record holder
Mohammad Anas Yahiya, who finished first
in heats 1 on Monday withdrew before the
semi finals of the competition and Amoj
Jacob, former Asian champion who was also a
favourite did not start in the finals. Amoj
pulled out during the final stretch at the Indian
Open Athletics held in Chennai last week,
while Mohammad Anas did not start in the
final.In 110m hurdles men, 2023 champion
and national record holder Tejas Shirse of
Maharashtra finished first with a timing of
13.65s, while in women’s 100m hurdles,
national record holder Jyothi Yarraji won gold
and secured her spot in the Asian
championship touching the finish line at
13.23s.

SRH vs MI, IPL 2025 Preview: Predicted XI,
team news and Hyderabad pitch conditions

New Delhi Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) will

be up for revenge as they take on Mumbai
Indians (MI) in Match 41 of the Indian
Premier League 2025 (IPL 2025) on
Wednesday, April 23 at Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium, Hyderabad. The Pat
Cummins-led side were recently outclassed
by the five-time champions away from home
as they lost by four wickets.SRH have failed
to live up to the expectations this season,
having won just two matches out of seven so
far. They’re teetering at the second-last
(ninth) position on the points table with just
four points from seven matches. The over-
reliance on their famed opening duo of
Abhishek Sharma and Travis Head has
exposed large gaping holes in their batting
order.The bowling has also looked
completely out of sorts, with veteran pacer
Mohammed Shami failing to live up to the
expectations. Harshal Patel and Eshan
Malinga have been the only positives for

SRH on the bowling front, and they will once
again rely on them heavily in the upcoming
fixture. On the other hand, Mumbai Indians
have finally injected life back into their
campaign after a sluggish start.MI began the
season in their usual fashion, having won
just one match out of five. The Hardik
Pandya-led side had a special affair with

number 12 as it turned out to be their losing |
margin against Lucknow Super Giants *

(LSG) and Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) as they lost both matches b 12 runs
each.However, the same number became the
reason for their comeback in the season as
they registered a miraculous 12-run win over
Delhi Capitals (DC). Furthermore, clinical
victories over SRH and Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) has helped MI build a winning
momentum which could prove to be
disastrous for the rest of the teams. The five-
time champions will be eager to once again
sweep aside SRH in the upcoming fixture

and climb higher on the points table.

Mumbai hold the edge over SRH in head-to-
head battles having won 14 out of 24 games
played between the two teams.

SRHvs MI: TEAM NEWS

Karn Sharma injured his finger in the previous
fixture against SRH while fielding. It
remains to be seen if he will be available for
the upcoming encounter. Meanwhile, there
are no injury concerns in the SRH camp.

SRH vs MI: PREDICTED PLAYING Xls and

IMPACT SUBS

Mumbai Indians: Ryan Rickelton (wk), Will
Jacks, Suryakumar Yadav, Tilak Varma,
Hardik Pandya (c), Naman Dhir, Mitchell
Santner, Deepak Chahar, Trent Boult, Jasprit
Bumrah, Ashwani Kumar

Impact Sub: Rohit Sharma

| Sunrisers Hyderabad: Abhishek Sharma,

Travis Head, Ishan Kishan, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Heinrich Klaasen (wk), Aniket
Verma, Abhinav Manohar, Pat Cummins (c),
Harshal Patel, Zeeshan Ansari, Mohammed
Shami

Impact Sub: Eshan Malinga
SRH vs MI: Weather and Lucknow Pitch

PredictionThe pitch at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium has been a graveyard
for bowlers as scores in north of 220 have
been a regular occurence at the venue. The
surface is likely to remain the same for the
upcoming clash as well as batters will enjoy
stroke-making on the belter ofa track.
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Was SLAMMED For Calling
yarya Ral 'Aunty , [.ater Denied It

sparked widespread outrage among fans. In an interview, she
referred to Aishwarya, then 36, as “aunty" and reasoned it out by
saying that the actor has worked with her father, Anil Kapoor. Her
comment didn’t sit well with Aishwarya’s fans, and she was brutally
trolled. After the backlash, Sonam denied making any such comment
altogether and praised the Devdas actor.
Why did Sonam Kapoor call Aishwarya Rai ‘aunty’?
It so happened that back in the day Aishwarya was replaced as the brand
ambassador of a popular beauty brand by Sonam. Some reports stated that
it was Aishwarya who had backed off, giving the opportunity to the Delhi 6
actor. When asked about it, Sonam referred to Aishwarya and called her
“aunty from another generation", This statement drew widespread flak.Soon
after, Sonam was asked about her “aunty" remark. She defended her
statement and said, “Aish has worked with my dad so I have to call her aunty
na!" She referred to Aishwarya co-starring with Anil Kapoor in films such as
Taal, Hamara Dil Aapke Paas Hai, and others. That too, created trouble for the
actor.
However, she soon went on deny that she would never call Aishwarya “aunty".
In another interview, Sonam said, “It’s all gossip. 1 never said any of that. |
don’t want to remark on it anymore. A lot has been printed and said and it’s
all turn into very untidy and filthy, and I don’t wish to get into it anymore. |
really respect Abhishek as a person and had one of my best experiences
working in Delhi 6. Aishwarya Rai is Aishwarya Rai. | never said that. |
would address her in a deferential way, but I would never call her aunty."
Sonam received flak for her comment
This controversy often resurfaces on social media. Years back, Sonam-
Aishwarya’s controversy went viral on Reddit. An angry user wrote,
“You need to have a career for someone to destroy it." Yet another
netizen commented, “So by that logic, Salman would be an uncle since
he co-starred with Anil in many movies. How come she did a rom-com
with Salman Uncle in Prem Ratan...?? She also worked with Abhishek
in Delhi 6, who’s apparently husband of Aunty Aish. She was paired
with Bobby Deol in Thank you although Bobby did a romantic movie
with Aunty Aish: Aur Pyaar Hogaya na, back in 1997. The list goes on

and on.

9 In 2009, Sonam Kapoor said something about Aishwarya Rai that

Shares Adorable Glimpses From Her
Day Out With Daughter Navya

isha Parmar has been enjoying the
best phase of her life —
motherhood. The Television

actress is a doting mom to a daughter,
named Navya, whom she shares with
her husband and singer Rahul Vaidya.
She often treats her Instafam with

Recently, the Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2
fame dropped a couple of pictures from

go gaga over their bond.
Taking to Instagram,

daughter duo is seen enjoying a relaxing
day under the trees on a bright sunny day:.
In the snapshots, the actress held her
daughter close, as they appeared relaxed
. and happy. Navya looked straight into the
/« camera with a slight smile on her face.
5" Both of them kept it casual. As Disha opted fora
white T-shirt paired with huge brown shades,
Navya looked cute in a light green top. Sharing
the pictures, she wrote in the caption, “It’s
! Navu’s World & mumma is just living in it.
= #19MonthsToday."In no time, the comment
section was flooded with reactions from her
fans and admirers. An Instagram user wrote,
“Awwdorable." Another commented, “So
ot sweet and very cute." One of them stated,

g " “Two Cuties in one frame.”
Nk Disha tied the knot with singer Rahul Vaidya
: on July 16, 2021, in Mumbai. The marriage
was an intimate affair with just close friends

adorable glimpses of her baby. 7

her day out with Navya, making the fans |

Disha posted a ¥
couple of selfies, wherein the mother- °

and family members in attendance. The couple
welcomed their little bundle of joy, Navya, in
September 2023.0n the work front, Disha is a
popular face of the Television industry and has
appeared in popular shows including Pyaar Ka
Dard Hai Meetha Meetha Pyaara Pyaara and

Woh Apna Sa. She was last seen in the TV show
Bade Achhe Lagte Hain Season 3, wherein she
portrayed the role of Dr Priya Sood. Backed by
Ektaa Kapoor, the show also featured Nakkul
Mehta, Supriya Shukla and Shrishti Jain in the
lead roles.

The actress took a break from acting after
welcoming her daughter in 2023. She is yet to
announce her next project. Rahul, on the other
hand, is currently seen in Laughter Chefs:
Unlimited Entertainment Season 2.

Imtiaz Ali Reveals REAL Reason Why

Bobby Deol Was Removed From Jah
We Met: 'Voh Wait Kar Raha Tha'

obby Deol recently revealed he was “really
upset" after being abruptly removed from Jab

We Met, despite initiating its early
development with Kareena Kapoor Khan and
director Imtiaz Ali. Amid this, an old interview of
Imtiaz Ali 1s doing the rounds on social media.
While speaking to The Lallantop, Imtiaz recalled
why Bobby was left out of the film.Imtiaz Ali said,
“Jab We Metko Bobby Deol ke saath banane ka plan
kar raha tha. Start kari picture but usko kuch aur
offers mil rahe the, kuch bade directors ke saath. Toh
voh wait kar raha tha. Keh raha tha ki iske baad kar
lenge, uske baad kar lenge. Toh, karte karte ek aisa
waqt aagaya jo mujhe laga ki ab yeh theek nahi lag
raha.*

Imtiaz added, “Bohot waqt beet chuka hai kyuki vaise
bhi, 5 saal tak maine ek hi film ki hai. Uske baad bhi
ek do saal tak main kuch nahi kar raha tha. Toh
matlab financially and even in life, you want to do
things. Toh maine bola Bobby yeh film nahi banate
hain. Let us decide this today. Let us shake our hands
ki film nahi banate kyuki humara ek doosre ke saath
sahinahirahega."

Imtiaz’s interview has resurfaced amid Bobby Deol’s
recent revelation of feeling hurt. Speaking to Instant
Bollywood, Bobby shared how he first discovered
the script while watching a rush print of Socha Na
Tha, which Imtiaz was directing with Bobby’s
cousin Abhay Deol. Impressed, Bobby urged Imtiaz
to write a film for him, which eventually evolved
into Jab We Met. *I tried really hard to make that
film (Jab We Met) happen; I reached out to a lot of
people," he said.Bobby claimed that he played a
major role in bringing the production house Shree
Ashtavinayak Cine Vision on board. The producers,
he said, were interested in working with him but
hesitant about backing Imtiaz. who was still
relatively new at the time. Bobby pushed for the
collaboration and successfully convinced them to
give the director a shot.He also reached out to
Kareena Kapoor Khan through a contact to offer her
the lead role, but she initially declined. Preity Zinta
was also approached, but turned it down, saying she
would consideritata later time.

Anshul Garg Asks Fans To Suggest
Title For Harshvardhan Rane,

Sona Bawa'sﬂ_’lnlense Love Story'

arshvardhan Rane and Sonam Bajwa starrer

upcoming romance film has already gone

on floors, with debutant producer Anshul
Garg on board for the project. Taking to his
Instagram handle, Garg reached out to his fans to
suggest title ideas for the film, which he described
as an “intense love story." Garg also shared a
picture with the lead actors along with other team
members from the scts of his film. While
Harshavardhan and Sonam could be seen dressed
up in their respective characters, director Milap
Zaveri also joined the frame for the
picture.“Suggest me a name for this intense love
story! Reading all comments!" Anshul Garg wrote
in the caption.

Fans wasted no time sharing their reactions, along
with a couple of suggestions for the film’s title.
One wrote, “Diwaniyat will be a very beautiful
story, and this unique team and its actors will make
the story much more interesting," while another
added, “Raqeeb or Bekhudi? Just going by the
current title."* It seems to me that Deewaniyat is a
good name for a love story ... But if you think
about it, you can come up with more options," a
fan added. A section of fans even suggested that
Garg name the film Sanam Teri Kasam 2. With
multiple reports touting the film title as
Deewaniyat, the makers are yet to officially
confirm the same.

Last week, Desi Movies Factory announced the

film, revealing the debut of music producer
Anshul Garg into the world of cinema. *With
seetis, taalis, masala, music, romance, and mass
mayhem, we present Anshul Garg's ‘Production
No. 1,” co-produced by Raghav Sharma, written
and directed by Milap Milan Zaveri, starring
Harshvardhan Rane and Sonam Bajwa, and co-
written by Mushtaq Shiekh!" the makers
mentioned. The film will be released in 2025.The
team has started shooting for the film in Mumbai,
with Garg dropping the first pictures on his
Instagram handle.

Speaking on the same, Garg expressed his views on

his debut film as a producer. “I have always
believed in stories that connect emotionally, and |
believe this film is the right project to begin the
journey. It’s a film where music plays a central
narrative role—the kind of story where songs
don’t just support the plot, they carry it forward,"
he said, as quoted by The Times of India.
Harshvardhan Rane also shared how Anshul
Garg’s vision has been “clear" for the film, which
he describes as inspiring.
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