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BluSmart jolt sums up
startup blues

Commuters in the National Capital Region and
Bengaluru were in for a rude shock earlier this
month when popular electric vehicle (EV)-based
taxi-hailing startup BluSmart suddenly shut
operations. This followed a stern directive from
the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) to parent company Gensol Engineering,
barring its founders from accessing the securities
market or holding any directorial or key
managerial roles. The market regulator’s actions
were the result of a probe that revealed serious
governance lapses, including the absence of any
manufacturing activity at the company’s Pune

The SEBI order also laid bare other startling facts,
including diversion of loans meant to buy EVs into
the founders’ personal coffers. These were then
used to purchase luxury goods and real estate.
Though Gensol and BluSmart are separate
entities, some of the founders are the same and the
former leased EVs to the ride-hailing
platform.The developments have sparked a debate
over the credibility of rising stars in India’s startup
ecosystem. The collapse of BluSmart comes less
than a year after another spectacular failure,
Byju’s, which had once reached celebrity status as
a decacorn. Financial mismanagement lay at the
core of the famous edtech firm’s debacle. It did not
involve personal malfeasance, though many
clients of the former decacorn sought to have the
founder, Byju Raveendran, removed from the
firm. In the Gensol case, however, SEBI
discovered that the Jaggi brothers, who were co-
founders, diverted funds for their personal use,
leading to the abrupt closure of BluSmart and
leaving left thousands of employees in the
lurch.The BluSmart saga is being cited as evidence
of the dismal state of startups in this country. Such
conclusions may be hasty as studies show that
even globally, 90 per cent of the startups are
failures. There have been several big fiascos,
including the Theranos scam. It was projected as a
new healthcare system offering a device to carry
out blood tests. This turned out to be fake and the
founder is now in jail. WeWork, a startup that
offered a revolutionary new way to look at office
space was valued at $47 billion in 2020 but had to
fold up for reasons such as overly aggressive
growth, erratic leadership and governance issues.
Among the other names of big startup debacles are
Quibi and Jawbone, while tech websites regularly
publish the list of failed startups every year.

Thus, setbacks in the startup world are not a
peculiarly Indian phenomenon. On the other hand,
there have been a spate of highly successful
ventures in this country. India ranks third in the
number of unicorn startups in the world, trailing
only the US and China. These are way ahead with
1,024 and 286 unicorns, respectively, compared to
116 here, according to Traxcn. Still, India’s tally is
higher than that of both the UK and Germany,
which are at fourth and fifth positions,
respectively. Among the well-known startup
brands are Flipkart, which is a fierce competitor to
global giant Amazon. Similarly, Ola has been
competing with international transport disrupter
Uber, and boAt is now among the top five audio
systems manufacturers globally. Others in the
finance space are RazorPay, Cred and Instamojo,
along with Groww, a stockbroking startup that
provides financial education. Little-known
unicorns with a big impact include Vernacular.ai,
which is Al-enabled and provides multilingual
chatbots in most local languages. One must not
forget Skyroot Aerospace in the space sector,
which has built a rocket engine and manufactured
three launch vehicles. Swiggy and Zepto may be in
the food delivery space, but innovation and
pivoting to quick commerce have made them stand
out.While lack of success in the startup ecosystem
is part of the game, it has also become a learning
curve for many who have graduated from
unprofitable ventures to highly successful ones. In
this context, it must be recognised that startups
face red tape in the same proportion as other
investors and endure the same bureaucratic
complexities that bog down other new enterprises.

B Good governance is not a show, it’s a daily grind

Pope tried to change church for women, with mixed success

Women have been appointed to administrative and management positions, but decision-making and ministry still largely rest with clergy men.

Pope Francis, the head of the Catholic Church, died on
Easter Monday at the age of 88. On Easter Sunday, he
used his message and blessing to appeal for peace in
Middle East and Ukraine.Pope Francis will be
remembered as a pastoral leader who cared deeply about
the environment and those impacted by migration,
poverty and war.During his Pontificate, he did make
important changes to the patriarchal structure of the
Catholic Church— but did he go far enough?

Throughout his papacy, Pope Francis highlighted the
struggles of women in society. He took important steps to
expand opportunities for women in the church and
address its patriarchal structure.This was showcased by
his inclusion of women in the 2024 synod (a global
meeting of the whole church, represented by bishops) and
his granting of voting rights for 57 women out of a total of
368 attendees.The appointment of around 20 women to
positions of authority in the Vatican by the Pope is
unprecedented.This includes the recent 2025
appointment of an Italian religious sister, Simona
Brambilla, to lead a Vatican department.During his
papacy, Pope Francis also strongly supported the ongoing
involvement of women in positions of leadership in the
Roman Curia (the governance body of the church).

At local levels, in parishes, he made it possible for women
to be formally appointed to the positions of catechist and
lector — roles previously reserved for men.He also
emphasised a need for more women to study and teach
theology.However, these changes barely scratched the
surface of securing full equality for women in the
Catholic Church.Pope Francis himself stated women still
encountered obstacles, and opportunities for women to
participate were under-utilised by local churches.

In his autobiography, published in January this year, he
wrote of the "urgent challenge" to include women in
central roles at every level of church life.He viewed this
move as essential to "de-masculinising" the church and

removing the problem of clericalism.Importantly, the
reasoning that underpins women's limited role in the life
of the church remains unchanged.In particular, Pope
Francis referred to gender stereotypes and supported the
theology of complementarianism (a view that women are
different but equally valued, where their central
contribution is to motherhood, femininity and pastoral
care responsibilities). While Pope Francis was genuinely
committed to dialogue about and with women, his legacy
remains contradictory. Women have been appointed to
administrative and management positions, but decision
making and the ministry still largely rest with clergy men.

Pope Francis' emphasis on the "feminine nature" women
bring to roles, rather than their gifts and talents, limited

TRUE to form, yoga guru Ramdev has got entangled in

yet another controversy. His knack for making
misleading claims has got him a well-deserved
dressing-down from the Delhi High Court. Going
overboard in a bid to hard-sell Patanjali’s ‘Gulab
Sharbat’, he accused the makers of a popular rival drink
of perpetrating ‘sharbat jihad’. He didn’t name
Hamdard or its top brand Rooh Afza, but it was easy to
put two and two together when he alleged that the
money earned from that sharbat was being used to build
madrasas and mosques.

The fact that several places with a Muslim/Mughal

connection were renamed recently in Uttarakhand, the
state where the Patanjali business empire has its
headquarters, might have spurred Ramdev to pursue
the tried-and-tested path of polarisation. Or maybe he
was inspired by the “bulldozer justice” being meted out
in UP and some other BJP-ruled states in violation of
the Supreme Court’s guidelines on demolitions. Either

i

women.And although he called out discrimination
against women in broader society, he expressed
opposition to contemporary feminism, which he titled
"gender ideology" and "machismo with a skirt."

Moreover, despite ongoing discussions, Pope Francis

appeared to be unresponsive to calls for a greater role for
women in the ministry. Women cannot preach during
Mass or be ordained to the priesthood or deaconate,
despite multiple attempts by Catholic reform groups to
advocate for women's inclusion.The 2023 International
Survey of Catholic Women, which surveyed more than
17,000 Catholic women from 104 countries and eight
language groups, found women across the world were
keen for church reform that recognises women's
leadership capacities and ongoing contribution to church
communities.More than eight in 10 (84 per cent) of the
women surveyed supported reform in the church. Two-
thirds (68 per cent) agreed women should be ordained to
the priesthood and three-quarters (78 per cent) were
supportive of women preaching during Mass.The survey
reported on the deep frustration and despair women
experienced for not having their gifts and talents
recognised. Women also stated they are dissatisfied with
the burden of labour they carry in the church.In this

Ramdev at it again

‘Sharbat jihad’ remarks draw HC ire
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way, the high court was quick to see through his
divisive ploy. Justice Amit Bansal observed that

Ramdev’s “indefensible” action had shocked the

|

regard, Pope Francis did not address the financial burdens
and exploitation of Catholic women who work for the
church without adequate recognition or pay. This leaves
women, particularly those working in parishes, open to
exploitation.More worryingly, decades after cases of
abuse were reported to the Vatican, Pope Francis publicly
acknowledged that women, particularly nuns, were
significantly affected by spiritual and sexual abuse. While
this recognition is important, church responses to abuse
remain inadequate and more needs to be done to
safeguard women in pastoral settings.

With regard to sexual and reproductive decision-making,

the International Survey of Catholic Women found the
majority of respondents wanted more freedom of
conscience around such issues. This is because when they
are denied by church law, women's agency is diminished
and their vulnerability to situations of gendered violence
increases.The papacy of Pope Francis has made no
reforms in this area, leaving many Catholic women
frustrated and disappointed.More than 60 years ago,
Vatican II generated hope for change among Catholic
women.Pope Francis reignited that hope, and listened.
But responses have been too slow and Catholic women
are still waiting for genuine reform.

conscience of the court.

Ramdev’s warped business sense made him believe
that he could poison Rooh Afza— which has always
lived up to its “naturally refreshing” tagline — with
the venom of communal hatred. After the court rap,
he has promised to immediately remove videos and
social media posts relating to his controversial
remarks. However, it’s naive to expect that he will
mend his ways anytime soon. Barely eight months
ago, the Supreme Court had closed contempt
proceedings against him after accepting his
undertaking to stop issuing misleading
advertisements regarding the efficacy of Patanjali
Ayurved products. The SC, however, had warned
that it would “come down heavily” if there was any
violation of'its order. Ramdev might be lying low on
that front, but he has laid bare his intolerance by

targeting Hamdard, a trusted name that has stood the
test of time for almost 120 years.

The question is which institution has been created in the past three decades? It is one of winning elections by giving endless doles and freebies.

In my experience, good governance does not require
money. It requires effective and honest officers in the
field and HQs. Such people are available, but they are
not given the opportunity and, increasingly, it is the more
compliant types who are the blue-eyed boys of the men
at the top. The only complaint I have against senior
officers is that they do not assert their authority, do not
supervise, do not have a hands-on approach as much as
they should.Governance is not a one-day affair, nor a
flash in the pan, it is not press conferences, it is not huge
advertisements, it is not simply celebrating all festivals
through advertisements. It is a day-to-day grind; it is
tedious routine work performed day in and day out. It is
about doing your assigned work and getting the job done
with the tools available to you

It is ensuring that the people (for the benefit of whom we
exist) are not made to run from pillar to post to get a
hearing. It is to make sure that files move on their own
without having to be greased.Try to do this and see the
satisfaction on the faces of the people (although you
have done them no favour) by giving to them what is
their just due — yes both 'justice and development'.
They will remember you long after you have left the
area, but mostly your work will be unsung and
unremarkable in appearance, like the moving parts of a
well-made machine.... One does not see the engine
while driving a Mercedes, but the experience of driving
or being driven in one is fantastic.Do justice as per facts
and rules and help the development projects to be
completed in time as per regulations. Occasionally, your
job gives you the opportunity to be part of and contribute
to projects or events which get recorded in history. There
are legendary names which were part of our initial years
of freedom: Homi Jehangir Bhabha will always be
remembered as the 'father of the Indian nuclear
programme', the credit for the rehabilitation of the

millions of refugees who came from Pakistan goes to Dr
MS Randhawa (Director General Rehabilitation), who
also played a critical role in the Green Revolution and
the building of Chandigarh, Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw for his immense contributions to the Indian
armed forces and the 1971 war victory.These are
perhaps outsized examples of giants in the
history of independent India, but it is these
examples that motivated us in our formative
years, and they were not alone. They were ably
supported by a highly motivated team of officers
and men in their respective fields. The defence of
Longewala by a Company, 23rd Battalion,
Punjab Regiment, led by Major Kuldip Singh
Chandpuri (with no armour) defending against
overwhelming odds (two tank regiments) of the
Pakistani Army will always be remembered for
the heroism and professionalism of the Indian
armed forces.Touring and regular inspections
formed a vital part of the administration when we
joined service. Officers then worked with much
smaller teams and administered much greater |
geographical areas with little or no technology.
Responsibility was clearly laid out and
accountability was a given. Operational |
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independence was insured by the officers and

administrative set-up of the time and people
delivered.Today, with all the technology and
infrastructure at hand, it is pitiful to see the state of
affairs. One does not administer with force, it is through
'Igbal' — an old concept but even more apt today.
Officers earlier spent time in the field to see things for
themselves and get feedback from the public. There was
an elaborate system of information and feedback from
all strata of civil society. Honestly speaking, today how
many secretaries to the government or heads of

department regularly visit the field to see ongoing
projects of their departments? How many DMs/SSPs
have spent 10 nights (in a month) in the field or gone for
village touring?It was with these instruments that we
met success in the field. Today, officers hold
meaningless flag marches and press conferences and get

photographed. Flag marches are for law-and-order
situations, not for gang wars and crime. Governance
involves close methodological supervision atall levels.
Coming closer home, the foundation stone of the Verka
milk plant was laid by the then Chief Minister of Punjab
Partap Singh Kairon in 1959. The plant was the first of
its kind in northern India and it went on to become one of
the most successful milk cooperatives in the country.
Similarly, Markfed was started in 1954 as a marketing
cooperative and today, it has crossed Rs 22,000 crore in

sales. Punjab Tractors Ltd (PTL) and the 'Swaraj' brand
is again a story of the 1970s.t would be pertinent to
mention again here the name of Partap Singh Kairon,
who is historically recognised as the builder of modern
Punjab. He was ably supported in this task by committed
officers of the highest calibre, viz MS Randhawa, NK
Mukherjee, Gurdial Singh (IG, Punjab) and
NN Vohra.I could go on about the past, but the
question is which institution has been created
in the past three decades? It is one of winning
elections by giving endless doles and freebies.
We have lakhs of crores of rupees in debt (it is
about to cross the Rs 4-lakh crore figure, a
figure we can thank all the governments
formed in the last few decades), yet we
continue to shower largesse on citizens, who
having got addicted, now look for the next
dose (that needs to be bigger).Can we afford
free bus rides, free power (as per a recent The
Tribune story, the total power subsidy has
crossed Rs 1.25 lakh crore) — it's a long list.
Wouldn't the citizenry be better served if we
create more Verkas, PTLs and Markfeds?
Wouldn't it be better served if we had an
international airport which was actually
international? Or, schools, colleges
andhospitals which actually have quality education and
facilities?We are again at a pivotal point in history.
Major shifts are occurring in international trade and
geopolitics. At the same time, Al, quantum computing
and robotics are entering as major disruptors.The ebb
and flow of human civilisations will continue. It is for
the people and the leadership to determine whether
history will record it as a turning point for the better or, as
per the old saying, 'khandar batate hein ki imarat kabhi
buland thee.'
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Why Rallis India shares
tumbled over 6% after Q4
results

New Delhi. Rallis India shares came under pressure
on Thursday after the agri-input maker reported a
disappointing set of fourth-quarter numbers. The
stock plunged over 6% in early trade before paring
some losses to trade 4.9% lower at Rs 241.45 by
9:56 am.The Tata Group company posted a wider
net loss of Rs 32 crore for the quarter ended March
31, 2025, compared to Rs 22 crore in the same
period last year.

The deeper red ink was driven by flat revenues and a
rise in operating costs. Quarterly revenue came in
marginally lower at Rs 430 crore versus Rs 436
crore in Q4FY24.Full-year performance also
reflected strain, with net profit for FY25 slipping to
Rs 125 crore from Rs 148 crore a year earlier.
Revenue for the year stood nearly unchanged at Rs
2,663 crore compared to Rs 2,648 crore in FY24.

Despite the earnings drag, the board has
recommended a final dividend of Rs 2.50 per share
(250% on a face value of Rs 1) for FY25.Rallis
India, a subsidiary of Tata Chemicals, is one of the
leading agro-sciences firms in the country. With a
wide portfolio of crop protection and agri-input
solutions, the company has partnerships with
several global agrochemical players.

HoABL enters vertical realty
business, to invest Rs 2,500
crore

NEW DELHI.The House of Abhinandan Lodha
(HoABL), a leading land developer, has officially
announced its strategic entry into the vertical real
estate sector with an investment of Rs 2,500 crore.

“Marking this foray are three marquee projects
located across the length of Mumbai—American
Culture Centre in Marine Lines, a project
overlooking Chowpatty beach and a joint
development agreement (JDA) with Mittal
Builders in Naigaon,” the company said in a
statement.

“With a collective development potential of 3.1
million sq ft, the company expects to generate
revenue of Rs 3,500 crore, with a total investment
of Rs 2,500 crore. All three projects are expected to
be launched from Q2 of FY 202526 and would be
completed over the next five years,” itadded.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THISAD

The funding would be through mix of internal
accruals and debt for working capital and pre-
sales, said Abhinandan Lodha, Chairman of
HoABL.

“With our big bang foray into vertical development
— from South Mumbai to North MMR — we aim
to address gaps in vertical real estate through
multiple projects,” he said.Acquired in December
2024, the American culture centre project has a
development potential of approximately 60,000 sq
ftand is being developed as a commercial property.

The Chowpatty (South Mumbai) project, which has
a development potential of around 50,000 sq ft,
will be a premier residential project.

From watches to handbags, and
paintings: Income Tax dept
notifies luxury items on which
taxpayers will have to pay 1% T(S

New Delhi. Wrist watches, handbags, antiques,
paintings, sculptures, sunglasses, home theatre
systems, shoes and sportswear priced over Rs 10
lakh will now face a Tax Collected at Source (TCS)
levy of 1 per cent at the point of sale effective
Tuesday, the Income Tax Department said in an
official notification.

Though this announcement to bring in some goods,
apart from motor vehicles, into the ambit of TCS
was announced in the July 2024 Budget and was to
be implemented from January 1 this year, the [-T
Department has notified the categories of other
items now.

The move is expected to help the tax authorities to
trace the sale of such luxury goods and match it with
the income tax profile of taxpayers to detect any
possible evasion.

What are the items that are likely to invite TCS
levy

In a notification dated April 22, the Income Tax
Department has notified the new rules for the levy
of TCS on sales of these luxury items priced over Rs
10 lakh. As per the list shared by the Department,
sale of any wrist watch; any art piece such as
antiques, painting, sculpture; any collectibles such
as coin, stamp; any yacht, rowing boat, canoe,
helicopter; any pair of sunglasses; any bag such as
handbag, purse; any pair of shoes; any sportswear
and equipment such as golfkit, ski-wear; any home
theatre system; and any horse for horse racing in
race clubs, horse for polo, will now attract a 1 per
cent TCS.

The obligation to collect TCS will be on the seller in
respect of the notified goods such as wrist watches,
art objects such as paintings, sculptures, and
antiques, collectible items including coins and
stamps, yachts, helicopters, luxury handbags,
sunglasses, footwear, high-end sportswear and
equipment, home theatre systems, and horses
intended for racing or polo.

Sensex, Nifty slip as investors book
profit after 7-day market rally

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market
indices opened lower on Thursday, as
investors booked profit in early trade,
given Dalal Street has logged gains in
the last seven sessions.The S&P BSE
Sensex fell by 159.23 points to
79,957.26, while the NSE Nifty50 was
down by 72.20 points to 24,256.75 as of
9:28 am.Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit
Investments Limited, said that Nifty’s
decoupling from the S&P 500 is
striking."While S&P 500 is down 8.4%
YTD Nifty is up 2.27% YTD. The
resilience of the Indian economy, the
expected slowdown in the US economy,
the weakness in the dollar and the steady
FII buying in India of Rs 21263 crores in
the last 6 days are contributing to the
outperformance of India," he added.
IndusInd Bank led the gainers pack with a
rise of 3.79% on Sensex, followed by
Nestle India gaining 1.51%.Tech
Mabhindra continued its recent positive

momentum with a 1.39% increase,
while Hindustan Unilever added 1.19%,
and Axis Bank rounded out the top five
gainers with a 1.04% uptick.

Eternal Enterprises saw the steepest
decline of 1.11%, while Bharti Airtel

dropped by 1.03%. LT (Larsen &
Toubro) fell by 0.38%, ICICI Bank
decreased by 0.36%, and Reliance
Industries slipped by 0.25%.

"The stretched valuations (Nifty is trading
above 20 times estimated FY 26

earnings) will constrain the rally. In the
very short run, the market may respond
to the results flowing in," said
Vijayakumar.

. The broader indices posted modest gains

with the Nifty Midcap100 advancing
0.11% and the Nifty Smallcap100 rising
0.27%, while market volatility increased
as India VIX climbed 3.46%.

Among sectoral indices, decent
performances were seen in Nifty
Pharma leading the gainers with a 0.74%
jump, followed by Nifty Metal up
0.43%, Nifty PSU Bank rising 0.35%,
Nifty Healthcare adding 0.19%, Nifty
Oil & Gas edging up 0.07%, Nifty
FMCG gaining 0.06%, Nifty Private
Bank increasing 0.03%, and Nifty IT
closing marginally higher by
0.02%.Nifty Realty faced a decline of
0.96%, while Nifty Consumer Durables
fell 0.28%, Nifty Financial Services
dropped 0.22%, Nifty Auto slipped

HUL Q4 profit falls 4% to Rs 2,464 crore;
announces Rs 24 final dividend

NEW DELHI. Hindustan Unilever Ltd
(HUL) posted a modest dip in net
profit for the fourth quarter of FY25,
weighed down by rising expenses
despite steady revenue growth. HUL
shares tumbled nearly 4% after the
company reported its Q4
results.

The FMCG major reported a
consolidated net profit of Rs
2,464 crore for the March
quarter, down 3.7% from Rs
2,558 crore in the same period
last year.

Total income, however, rose
3.5% year-on-year to Rs
15,979 crore, supported by
consistent demand across key
categories. Operating
expenses climbed to Rs
12,478 crore from Rs 12,100 crore in
Q4 FY24, squeezing margins.The
HUL board declared a final dividend
of Rs 24 per share for FY25. This

comes on top of an interim dividend
of Rs 19 and a special dividend of Rs
10 paid in November 2024, taking the
total dividend payout for the year to
Rs 53 per share.Despite the dividend
cheer, HUL shares edged lower post-

results, down 1.01% at Rs 2,397.75.
The stock has shed over 4% in the past
six months, reflecting investor
caution amid muted earnings

momentum.

From a technical standpoint, HUL
remains on solid ground in the short
term—trading above its 5- to 100-day
moving averages.

However, it’s still below its longer-term
150- and 200-day averages. The
stock’s 14-day RSI sits at 61.49,
indicating it's neither oversold nor
overbought.

Valuation-wise, HUL continues to
trade at a premium with a price-to-
earnings (P/E) ratio 0of 53.09 and a
price-to-book (P/B) value of
11.10.The company posted an
earnings per share (EPS) of Rs
44.93 and a return on equity (RoE)
of 20.91%. Promoter holding
remained unchanged at 61.90% as
of March 2025.With a one-year

beta of just 0.2, HUL’s stock remains
a low-volatility play—stable, but
clearly under scrutiny for earnings
growth.

Sovereign Gold Bond Premature Redemption Series [V
2017-18, Series Il SGB 20]8 19 Announced Check Price

NEW DELHI. The final
redemption of two Sovereign
Gold Bond Series IV 2017-18,
Series I SGB 2018-19 is due April
23, 2025, the Reserve Bank of
India has said.

The final redemption price of SGB
shall be based on the simple
average of closing gold price of
999 purity of previous three |,
business days from the date of |
redemption, as published by the
India Bullion and Jewellers
Association Ltd (IBJA).

"In terms of GOI Notification F.
No.4(25)-W&M/2017 dated October
06, 2017 (SGB 2017-18 Series 1V-
Issue date October 23, 2017) and
GOI Notification F. No.4(22)-
W&M/2018 dated October 08, 2018
(SGB 2018-19 Series II-Issue date
October 23, 2018) on Sovereign Gold
Bond Scheme, premature redemption
of Gold Bond may be permitted after

fifth year from the date of issue of
such Gold Bond on the date on which
interest is payable. Accordingly, the
next due date of premature
redemption of the above tranche shall
be April 23,2025," RBI said.

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme: How

Much Money Will You Get?

Further, the redemption price of SGB

shall be based on the simple average
of closing gold price of 999 purity of

previous three business days from
the date of redemption, as published
by the India Bullion and Jewellers
Association Ltd (IBJA).

Accordingly, the redemption price for
premature redemption due on April
23, 2025, shall be Rs 9,669/-
(Rupees Nine Thousand Six
Hundred and Sixty-nine only) per
unit of SGB based on the simple
average of closing gold price for the
three business days i.e., April 17,
April 21,and April 22, 2025.

What is Sovereign Gold Bond
Scheme?

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme are
government securities denominated
in grams of gold. They are substitutes
for holding physical gold. Investors
have to pay the issue price in cash and
the bonds will be redeemed in cash on
maturity. The Bond is issued by
Reserve Bank on behalf of
Government of India.

0.14%, and Nifty Media shed 0.07%.

Saving for daughter?
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
still offers high interest

NEW DELHI.Launched by the Indian
government under the ‘Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao’ initiative, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
(SSY) is a savings scheme which assists parents
or guardians in saving money for their daughter's
future, particularly for higher studies or
marriage.This scheme not only offers high
interest but also tax-free returns, thus making it
one of the safest savings options for families with
agirl child.

INTEREST RATE TO REMAIN CONSTANT

The interest rate for Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
remains at 8.2% for the April to June 2025
quarter, i.e., the government has not made any
changes to SSY’s interest rate.

Though some people expected a drop in SSY's
interest rates, the government hasn’t made any
rate cut. So, if you’ve already invested or are
planning to, the returns are still amongst the
highest in the small savings schemes category.

INTEREST RATES REVIEWED EVERY
QUARTER

The government reviews interest rates for small
savings schemes every three months. For this
quarter, there are no changes in any of the
schemes, including SSY. So your investment
stays safe and continues to earn a good return.

HOWMUCH CANYOUDEPOSITINSSY?

You can open an SSY account with just Rs 250. To
keep it active, you must deposit at least Rs 250
every year, while the maximum amount which
can be deposited each yearis Rs 1.5 lakh. You can
choose to deposit all at once or in small amounts
throughout the year, whatever suits your budget.

BENEFITS OF SSY

The money you put into the SSY account earns
interest every year, and that interest is added to
your balance. Both the interest and the total
amount you get at maturity are completely tax-
free.Investments made under SSY are eligible for
deductions under Section 80C, though one can
avail amaximum benefit ofup to Rs 1.5 lakh.

ICAIl to examine books of crisis-hit
Gensol Engineering and BluSmart

Gensol Engineering and
BluSmart are currently facing
scrutiny after serious
questions were raised about
their financial dealings and
governance practices.

New Delhi. The Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) will review
the financial statements of Gensol
Engineering Ltd and BluSmart Mobility
Pvt Ltd for the financial year 2023-24.
Both companies are currently facing
scrutiny after serious questions were
raised about their financial dealings and
governance practices.The decision to
carry out the review was taken at the
latest board meeting of the Financial
Reporting Review Board (FRRB),
which functions under ICAIL. ICAI
President Charanjot Singh Nanda
confirmed the move on Wednesday. He
said the board will look into the financial
statements and the statutory auditors'

reports of the two companies for the The FRRB is responsible for checking

follow the circulars and directions given

2023-24 financial year.

Gensol Engineering is a listed company
that works in the solar engineering
sector. It is facing investigations after
the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) recently
barred its promoters
Anmol Singh Jaggi and
Puneet Singh Jaggi from
accessing the securities
market. Sebi’s action
came after allegations
that the promoters
diverted loan funds from
the company for their
personal use. The market
regulator’s order, dated
April 15, pointed to
serious gaps in corporate
governance and financial
conduct.

BluSmart Mobility, which
provides electric ride-hailing services, is
also linked to Anmol Singh Jaggi. It is
not listed, but given the connection to
Gensol and the concerns raised about
fund use, the ICAI has decided to
examine its financial records as well.

whether financial statements and audit
reports follow the correct accounting
and auditing standards. It also looks at
whether companies are following rules
under the Companies Act, 2013 —

particularly Schedules II and III, which
deal with depreciation and presentation
of financial statements.

Apart from this, FRRB checks whether the
financial statements match the guidance
notes issued by the ICAI and if they

by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). If

the board finds serious issues in the

statements or audits, the matter will be
passed on to ICAI’s Director Discipline
for a deeper probe. The case can also be

sent to relevant regulators

i for further action.

- Meanwhile, the Ministry of

. Corporate Affairs has also
taken note of the matter. As
per media reports, it would
take necessary action after
reviewing Sebi’s findings on
Gensol. The ministry

e enforces the Companies Act,

!,\'I ; 2013, and has the power to

f & order inspections or even
; detailed investigations
through the Serious Fraud

Investigation Office (SFIO)

if serious wrongdoing is

found.

Under the Companies Act, the Registrar of
Companies (RoC) can inspect a
company’s books. If the RoC finds any
financial misconduct or violation, it can
recommend a wider investigation by the
SFIO.
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Tears, silence, heartbreak as bodies of 26

At least 26 tourists
were killed in
Kashmir's
Pahalgam on
Tuesday after the
terrorists confirmed
their religious
identities.
Heartbreaking
images of tourists'
bodies being
received by friends
and families across

religious identities.

emerged.

India have now
emerged.

and his son, Nathaniel.

India's "persona non grata’ move
against Pakistan diplomats after
J&K attack

New Delhi. India summoned Pakistan’s top diplomat,
Saad Ahmad Warraich, in New Delhi late last night and a
formal persona non grata note was handed over for all
Pakistani military diplomats, sources confirmed. India’s
strong diplomatic retaliation follows the brutal terrorist
attack in Pahalgam, which left 26 people dead,
including 25 Indians and one Nepali national.

The forced scaling down of Pakistan’s High Commission
in New Delhi, including the expulsion of all Pakistani
Defence, Naval, and Air Advisors, is seen as one of the
most consequential measures taken by India following
the Pahalgam attack. They have been given a week's
time to exit. Indian counterparts will also be withdrawn
from Islamabad. This move, seen as a prelude to a
possible complete shutdown of the High Commission,
has already rattled Pakistan’s Foreign Office, as it has
been completely cut off diplomatically by India.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) on Wednesday,
during which an unprecedented series of steps were
taken in response to Pakistan’s cross-border terrorism.
The meeting was attended by Home Minister Amit
Shah, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and other highly-ranking officials.

In a strongly worded statement issued late Wednesday
evening, India announced the effective downgrading of
diplomatic relations with Pakistan, closure of ke
border routes, suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty,
and the expulsion of Pakistani military attaches from its
High Commission in New Delhi.

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri addressed the news
conference by promising that India would pursue those
responsible for the attacks. *CCS reviewed the overall
security situation and directed all forces to maintain
high vigilance. It is resolved that the perpetrators of this
attack will be brought to justice and their sponsors held
to account. India will be unrelenting in the pursuit of
those who have committed acts of terror or conspired to
make them possible.” he said.

PAHALGAM TERROR ATTACK

On Tuesday afternoon, five to six terrorists opened fire on
a group of tourists in the Baisaran meadow, which is
around 5 kms from Pahalgam. The meadow - also
known as 'mini Switzerland' - is accessible only by foot
or by horseback. The Pahalgam carnage was one of the
deadliest civilian attacks in the Kashmir Valley in recent
years. The Resistance Front (TRF), an offshoot of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba, claimed responsibility for the attack.

This is wrong, had 45-day visa:
Pakistani leaves India after
Attari border closure

New Delhi. As India tightens its diplomatic and strategic
stance against Pakistan following the terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam that killed 26 people,
several Pakistani nationals have been seen making
hurried exits from the country. Among them, a
Pakistani visitor who spoke to India Today TV
expressed disappointment over India's decision to
close the Attari-Wagah border.

"We came here to attend an event. We had a visa for 45
days. but we have to leave India in this condition. We
came here on April 15," he said. Reacting to the closure
of the key border point, he added, "Closing the border is
a wrong move. There should be brotherhood between
the two nations. But whatever is happening, is wrong.”

When asked about the suspected Pakistani involvement
in the Pahalgam attack, the man declined to draw
conclusions. "Nobody can tell who orchestrated the
attack," he said. On Wednesday, the Ministry of
External Affairs announced a set of sweeping measures
aimed at diplomatically isolating Pakistan in response
to the attack. These include the immediate closure of
the Attari-Wagah border and the suspension of the
SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme for Pakistani
nationals. All existing visas issued under the scheme
have been revoked, and Pakistani citizens currently in

New Delhi. Bodies of tourists who
died in the Pahalgam attacks are
being brought to their respective
cities in India, with top leaders and
chief ministers arriving at the

Hindus, male members of families
were shot dead in front of their
families by The Resistance Front,
an offshoot of Lashkar-c-Taiba. At
least 26 tourists were killed in §
Kashmir's Pahalgam on Tuesday
after the terrorists confirmed their

Indore resident, Sushil Nathaniel, is
being received by his wife, Jenifer,

Heartbreaking images of tourists” Eventhough Nathaniel identified asa
bodies being received by friends
and families across India have now

gunshot wound to her leg.

In the first two pictures, the body of Meanwhile, the bodies of two tourists
from Karnataka - Manjunath Rao
and Bharath Bushan - also arrived
at the Kempegowda International

Christian, he was shot dead.
daughter, Akansha, survived a

His

Bengaluru.

Airport in Bengaluru on Thursday.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah was
present with the grieving families
as soon as their bodies were flown
in. While Rao will be cremated in
his hometown Shivamogga,
Bushan's last rites will be held in

Pahalgam victims return home

Army identifies 42 terrorist launch pads
across PoK after Pahalgam attack: Sources

According to intelligence inputs, 42 terrorist launch pads are active in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir

near the LoC. Around 130 terrorists are suspected to be present in these launch pads.

New Delhi. Indian security forces have
zeroed in on specific terror launch pads

opposite Jammu and Kashmir,
intelligence inputs revealed.

and training camps situated across The Pakistan Army is reportedly
facilitating these infiltrations, with a PAKISTAN ARMY DECLARES HIGH

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK),
less than 40 hours after the Pahalgam
terrorist attack in which 26 people,
including a Nepali citizen, were
killed, sources. i

According to intelligence inputs,
these facilities have been under
close surveillance by Indian 7
agencies for months. A
comprehensive briefing was shared
by the Army with Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, including
operational options and strategic
recommendations.

The Army is closely monitoring these
developments. Tactical options,
including precision surveillance
expansion and reinforcement of the
counter-infiltration grid, are under
consideration.

An estimated 150-200 trained terrorists
are currently stationed across various
camps, primed for infiltration attempts

recent attempt near the Battal sector

Jammu and Kashmir. The number of
local terrorists active in the union
territoryis 17.

ALERTONITS SIDE OF LoC

resulting in a significant firefight. The Pakistan Army has declared high

Sources claim the 642 Mujahid
Battalion suffered heavy casualties
during this failed infiltration bid.

Additionally, a total of 60 foreign

terrorists from Hizbul Mujahideen
(HM), Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), and
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) are active in

alert on its side of the Line of

Control. According to Indian

intelligence sources, this has been

done in anticipation of possible

» Indian action.

§ This year, the Pakistan Army has
violated the ceasefire three times
in Jammu and Kashmir. During
this period, five terrorists were
killed in an encounter with the
Indian Army.

According to intelligence inputs, 42
terrorist launch pads are active in

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir near the

LoC. Around 130 terrorists are

suspected to be present in these launch

pads. Over 70 terrorists are active in the

Kashmir Valley and 60-65 in Jammu,

Rajouri, and Poonch. About 115 of

these are Pakistani nationals,

ED raids 8 locations linked to FIITJEE in
Delhi-NCR over closure of centres

India pauses Indus
Waters Treaty: What
next for Pakistan?

~.From creating storage on the western

rivers - Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab -
to stopping the sharing of water flow
data, the implications could be
disastrous for Pakistan, which is
heavily dependent on the Indus River

System. Under such circumstances,
what options do Pakistan really
have? Find out

New Delhi.The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Wednesday carried out
searches at eight locations linked to
coaching institute FIITJEE across
Delhi, Noida, and Gurugram in
connection with allegations of
financial irregularities. The raids,
which are currently ongoing, include

involvement follows earlier action by
the Noida Police, who froze more than
300 bank accounts connected to

FIITJEE and seized Rs 60 lakh in cash.

premises associated with FIITJEE &
owner DK Goel and are part of a (&5

broader probe into the abrupt closure §

of several of the institute's centres
earlier this year,

According to investigators, the shutdown
of hundreds of FIITIEE centres
affected the academic future of nearly
12,000 students. Meanwhile, the

institute's owners allegedly made a
profit of around Rs 12 crore, sparking
outrage among parents and students

The controversy dates back to late
January when several FIITJIEE centres
- including those in Ghaziabad's Raj
Nagar, Noida's Sector 62, and Greater
Noida - abruptly ceased operations,
leaving students in limbo just before
critical examinations.

The first FIR in the matter was registered

alike. The Enforcement Directorate's

Best photo we got: JD Vance shares candid
family momen

=
..The Vances dressed for the
sweltering summer weather
with effortless charm. JD
Vance sported a navy blue
blazer over a pale blue shirt
and beige trousers, while
Usha Vance opted for her
signature simple elegance
in a striped midi dress.

India.
The picture, shared on X, showed the
Vice President with his wife, Second

Lady Usha Vance, and their three p

children posing in front of the marble

marvel, While the blazing sun proveda #

bit too much for the kids - who
squinted adorably in the heat - JD and
Usha posed with ease, making the
most of the moment. "With three little
kids staring into the sun, this was
actually the best photo we got at the Taj

Mabhal today," Vance joked in the caption.
The Vances dressed for the sweltering
summer weather with effortless charm.
JD Vance sported a navy blue blazer over

in Ghaziabad, naming four individuals.
A second FIR followed in Noida on
January 24, implicating nine FIITIEE
officials. A third case was later filed in
Greater Noida against four individuals
at the Knowledge Park police station.
In response to the backlash, FIITIEE
issued an official statement on January
25, attributing the closures to
"mismanagement and desertion" by
managing partners, not an institutional
decision. The institute also accused
rival firms of poaching its faculty and
denied reports that teachers had
resigned due to unpaid salaries.
Dismissing the allegations as part of a
"criminal conspiracy by individuals
with vested interests", FIITJEE said its
legal team was pursuing action against
what it described as "malicious
prosecutions”.

tﬂ“f_‘dl.f‘f ¢
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s\

t at Taj Mahal

residence, a meeting that clearly left an
impression on the children. JD Vance,
speaking at the Rajasthan International
Centre in Jaipur, revealed how deeply

New Delhi. India's decision to pause the Indus

Waters Treaty (IWT), which has stood strong
since 1960, is both unprecedented and bold. In
response to the Pahalgam attacks that claimed
the lives of 26 tourists, India, in a first, has halted
the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) of 1960.

“The Indus Waters Treaty of 1960 will be held in

abeyance with immediate effect, until Pakistan
credibly and irrevocably abjures its support for
cross-border terrorism,” Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri stated on Wednesday evening.

Even after the attacks in Pulwama in 2019 and Uri

in 2016, New Delhi's demands to stop the flow of
India’s share of water to Pakistan did not
materialise. After the Uri attacks that killed 18
soldiers, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at
the Indus Water Treaty meeting that "blood and
water can't flow together at the same time."

With India now putting the treaty on hold, New

Delhi is left with several options. From creating
storage on the western rivers - Indus, Jhelum,
and Chenab - to stopping the sharing of water
flow data, the implications could be disastrous
for Pakistan, which is heavily dependent on the
Indus River System.

Under such circumstances, what options does

Pakistan really have?

WHAT OPTIONS DOES PAKISTAN HAVE?
While the World Bank-brokered treaty does not

mention that the UN's judicial arm, the
International Court of Justice (ICJ), can
intervene, it does establish a three-tiered
resolution mechanism. According to the three-
pronged mechanism, the Permanent Indus
Commission (PIC), comprising commissioners
from both countries, is the initial point for
resolving disputes arising out of water sharing
between the two nations.

However, if the issue fails to be resolved by the

PIC, it is then referred to a World Bank-
appointed neutral expert, as was the case in the
recent disputes between India and Pakistan over
the Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric
projects.In that instance, the neutral expert
supported New Delhi’s position - a welcome
decision for India. According to India's Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA), "The decision of the
Neutral Expert on all matters within his
competence shall be final and binding."

Finally, the matter can be taken to the Permanent

Court of Arbitration (PCA) in The Hague under
the provisions of Article IX. In the latest dispute
over the Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric
projects, Pakistan wanted to approach the PCA
instead of a neutral expert. "Unless otherwise
agreed, between the Parties, a Court of
Arbitration shall consist of seven arbitrators
appointed,” states MEA.

CAN INDIAWALK OUT OF INDUS TREATY?
According to the wording of the IWT - signed

between then-Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru and his Pakistani counterpart, General
Ayub Khan - neither India nor Pakistan can
unilaterally cancel the treaty, nor can either
country abandon the pact.

However, JD Vance explained how after
exploring Amber Fort under the Jaipur
sun, Ewan revised his declaration with
anew suggestion - moving to England
instead.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met JD
Vance and his family in February this
year and spent some time on the
sidelines of the Al Action Summit.
The Indian Prime Minister met the
Vances, participated in the birthday
celebrations of JD Vance's son, Vivek,

and also presented him with a

gift.Speaking about the gesture during his

India visit, the US Vice President

remarked that his wife and he were

touched his children were by PM Modi's
warmth.

"My son Ewan is seven years old. Yesterday
we had dinner at the Prime Minister's
house. The food was so good, and he was
so kind to our three children. Ewan came
to me afterwards and said, 'Dad, | think |
can live in India," Vance recalled, adding
that the Prime Minister's graciousness had
left a lasting impression on the family.

"touched by his graciousness".

"He managed to figure out that my second
son was turning five in Paris, This was a
couple of months ago. Amid a huge
international policy conference, he took
the time to stop by where I was staying and
wish Vivek a very happy birthday and
even bring him a gift. Usha and I were
genuinely touched by his graciousness,"
the US Vice President said.

a pale blue shirt and beige trousers, while
Usha Vance opted for her signature
simple elegance in a striped midi dress.
Their sons, Ewan and Vivek, twinned in
printed bandhgala kurias and pyjamas,
while their daughter Mirabel wore a
breezy striped blouse and flared pants.
Earlier in the trip, the Vance family visited
Delhi's Akshardham Temple and met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at his

India have been asked to leave within 48 hours.

Authorities have also directed that all Pakistani nationals
with valid travel documents who entered India recently
must return to Pakistan by May 1, 2025. The closure of
the border, a significant conduit for trade and people-
to-people contact, marks a severe downturn in bilateral
engagement. In another development, a soldier died
after security forces established contact with terrorists
hiding in Udhampurand a gunfight broke out.

New Delhi. US Vice President JD Vance
capped off a vibrant day in Agra with a
picture-perfect moment-quite literally. On
Thursday, he shared a candid family
photograph taken at the Taj Mahal,
capturing not only the grandeur of the
monument but also a lighthearted glimpse
into the Vance family's experience in
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"Robbed You Of Mother":
Texas Man Apologises To
Children Of Woman He
Murdered

Houston.A 41-year-old man was executed Wednesday
in the US state of Texas for the brutal murder of a
young mother more than 20 years ago, the 13th
execution in the country this year.Moises Sandoval
Mendoza was put to death at the state penitentiary in
the city of Huntsville, Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton said in a statement.Mendoza was found
guilty of killing 20-year-old Rachelle O'Neil
Tolleson in March 2004. According to court
documents, he sexually assaulted her, killed her, then
carried her body to a ditch and set it on fire. The
victim's remains were discovered several days
later. Tolleson, the mother of a five-month-old child,
had known her killer since high school, according to
local media.Mendoza confessed to the murder, but
had sought to have the death penalty commuted to
life imprisonment. He lost the appeals.In a final
statement shared by Texas officials, Mendoza
apologized to Tolleson's loved ones "for having
robbed you of Rachelle's life." "To Avery... I robbed
you of a mother. I'm sorry for that," Mendoza said. "I
know nothing that I could ever say or do would ever
make up for that."Earlier Wednesday, the US
Supreme Court also rejected all of Mendoza's
appeals to block his execution by lethal injection
from proceeding.Including Mendoza's, the United
States has carried out 13 executions since the
beginning of this year: nine by lethal injection; two
by firing squad; and two using nitrogen gas, which
has been denounced by the United Nations and
experts as cruel and inhumane. The death penalty has
been abolished in 23 of the 50 US states, while three
others -- California, Oregon and Pennsylvania --
have moratoriums in place.US President Donald
Trump is a proponent of capital punishment and on
his first day in office called for an expansion of its use
"for the vilest crimes." Attorney General Paxton had
supported the execution, reiterating his position in a
statement issued after Mendoza was put to death.

Who is Ivan Vladimirovich
Putin Leaked photo reveals
alleged son of Vladimir Putin

WORLD. The first-ever photos of Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s alleged 10-year-old son, Ivan
Vladimirovich Putin, have reportedly been leaked by
VChK-OGPU, an anti-Kremlin Telegram channel
with links to Russian law enforcement and
intelligence circles.

Believed to be the son of Russian President Putin and
Olympic gymnast Alina Kabaeva, 41, Ivan has lived a
life shrouded in secrecy, as reported by The Sun.Until
now, the Kremlin has neither acknowledged nor
revealed Putin’s rumoured children with Alina
Kabaeva, who have remained completely out of the
public eye.The newly released high-resolution
images, one showing Ivan in a traditional Russian
outfit and another with his mother, are the first public
glimpse of the boy, who has allegedly been hidden
from view since birth.According to the Telegram
channel, Ivan lives under constant security, with
limited contact with other children, and his time is
strictly managed by tutors, governesses, and guards.
VChK-OGPU described him as “probably the
loneliest boy in Russia,” and noted his strong
resemblance to a young Soviet-era Putin.

Ivan was reportedly born in 2015 at a clinic in Lugano,
Switzerland and he is reportedly fond of Disney
cartoons and ice hockey, though Putin is said to
disapprove of the cartoons.He also has a younger
brother, Vladimir Jr, born in 2019. Both children are
believed to live in a heavily guarded residence near
Moscow with round-the-clock staff and private
educators.Alina Kabaeva, long rumored to be in a
relationship with Putin, has never confirmed the
claims and maintains a private life.

Harvey Weinstein Made Sex
Attack Victims 'Feel Small,”
Jury Told

New York.Prosecutors opening Hollywood mogul
Harvey Weinstein's rape and sexual assault retrial
described Wednesday how he ignored his victims'
pleas to stop and abused his position to make them
"feel small."

The trial, which began with jury selection last week,
will see survivors who helped spark the "MeToo"
movement testify against Weinstein once more.

The former Miramax studio boss is charged with the
2006 sexual assault of former production assistant
Mimi Haleyi and the 2013 rape of aspiring actress
Jessica Mann. He also faces a new count for an
alleged sexual assault of a 19-year-old in 2006.

Assistant District Attorney Shannon Lucey recounted
Weinstein's alleged attacks in graphic detail, saying
all three women had begged him to stop, but that he
had "all the power... He made all these women feel
small."The prosecutor described how Weinstein
pestered Haleyi with multiple requests for massages
and sexual favors before she found herself alone with
him in an apartment one day in 2006.

"The defendant, three times (her) size, kissed her,
groped her and she told him again she was not

interested," Lucey said.He pulled Mimi towards him...

She quickly realized he was not going take a no for an
answer," the prosecutor added. Lucey detailed how
Weinstein then forced himself on Haleyi, performing
oral sex on her despite her pleas for him to stop.The
award-winning movie producer, who was brought
into the Manhattan criminal court in a wheelchair and
wore a dark business suit, glanced occasionally at the
jury as the trial got underway. Lucey described the
defendant as "one of the most powerful men in... show
business," telling the majority-female jury that "when
he wanted something, he took it."

Humans Lived In African Rainforst 1,90,000 Years Ago: Study

Jena.Our human species emerged in Africa
around 300,000 years ago but scientists
don'tyethave a clear picture of what kind of
natural environment we evolved in. Until
recently, the dominant idea was that
grasslands and savannahs were the
ecological "cradle" of human beings.
Environments like rainforest were
considered to be barriers to human
expansion, and inhabited only much later in
human history. This view is out of step with
research in Asia, however. There, more and
more evidence has been found of
sophisticated behaviours and advanced
cognition in ancient rainforest contexts.

Humans lived in a rainforest environment on
Sumatra in Indonesia as far back as 70,000
years ago. They also coped well with the
challenges of rainforests. At Niah Cave in
Borneo, toxic plants obtained from nearby
rainforest habitats were processed as far
back as 45,000 years ago. This was soon
after people were first documented in this
region, around 46,000 years ago. Similarly,
in Sri Lanka, there is evidence for direct
reliance on rainforest resources from at
least 36,000 years ago.

These discoveries suggest that humans were
able to live in rainforest before they left
Africa, the home of our species. Until now,

though, the oldest firm evidence for people
living in African rainforests dated to around
18,000 years ago.Our newly published
study pushes that date way back. Our
international team of researchers, working
in C d'Ivoire, showed that human groups
were already living in Africa's wet tropical
forest 150,000 years ago.

Our research

The story of this discovery began in the 1980s,
when the Bété I site in C d'Ivoire was first
investigated by Professor Fran Yiodé
Guédé of the Université Félix Houphou
Boigny on a joint Ivorian-Soviet mission.
Results from this initial study published in
2000 revealed a long sedimentary sequence,
containing stone tools in an area of present-
day rainforest.This site is one of the few in
Africa to feature a long history of layers of
sediment being deposited. There is a
sedimentary sequence of about 14 metres,
with several levels of preserved tools. The
stone tool assemblages, composed of more
than 1,500 pieces, were found during the
excavations of the 1980s and 1990s, but at
that time the age of the tools - and the
ecology of the site when they were
deposited there - could not be
determined.We went back to the site 36
years later and found the exact location of
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the Bété I sequence. We took samples of
sediment and studied them using a variety
of analytical methods. This is a way to get
the most reliable picture of how old the
sample is and what kind of environment it
was originally in.To date the sediment in
which the stone tools were found, we used
two dating techniques: optically stimulated
luminescence and electron spin resonance.
These told us how old the quartz grains
were at various points in the layers of
sediment. We also examined the sediment
for pollen, phytoliths (silica concretions
produced by plants), and leaf wax.These

analyses together indicated that by
150,000 years ago, the site was heavily
wooded, with pollen and leaf waxes
typical for humid west African forest.
Low levels of grass pollen showed that
the site wasn't in a narrow strip of forest,
but in a dense woodland featuring
plants that are important in that kind of
ecosystem, like oil palms. This
ecological information came from
samples along the sequence and also in
the same level where the deepest tools
were found. This clue allowed us to say
human groups were present in the site at
most 150,000 years ago.
Our findings
The results indicate that ecological
diversity lies at the heart of our species, and
humans have been able to live in different
habitats and ecologies from an early stage
in our history. In other words, humans are
unique in their ability to both adapt to a
huge variety of different environments, and
become specialists within any of those
environments.The fact that this discovery
was made in west Africa also highlights the
importance of investigating different
African regions for a more comprehensive
picture of the earliest periods of human

US Court halts

students, majority are Indians

WORLD. A US federal judge in Georgia

has ordered the temporary restoration
of SEVIS (Student and Exchange
Visitor Information System) records
for 133 international students. These
students, mostly from India, sued
after the cancellation of their visas
and termination of SEVIS records
by the US Department of State
(DOS) and Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
(ICE).Government agencies stated
that the students were associated
with law enforcement encounters —
although several had no criminal
record.This occurred after the
issuance of Temporary Restraining
Orders (TROs) in favor of the students
by the court. The immigration lawyers
claimed that the cancellations are
unfair and stranded many students
without legal status even though they
had no severe legal issues.

INDIAN STUDENTS ON OPT MOST

AFFECTED

The cancellations started after US

Secretary of State Marco Rubio
initiated "Catch and Revoke" program.
Through this initiative, student visa
holders are being screened through Al
tools, including their social media.

Rubio previously declared that more
than 300 student visas were cancelled
under the program.An American
Immigration Lawyers Association
(AILA) report indicates that ICE has

US VISA

cancelled 4,736 SEVIS records from
January 20, 2025. From the 327
detailed reports obtained by AILA,
approximately 50% of the students
impacted were Indian, primarily with
F-1 visas. Chinese, Nepali, South
Korean, and Bangladeshi students were
also included amongst those who were
affected.Most of the Indian students
were in the US on Optional Practical
Training (OPT) — a temporary work
authorisation granted to international
students upon graduation, particularly
for those pursuing STEM courses. The

period of work, which can be up to 36

months, usually serves as a precursor to

applying for a work visa such as the H-

1B. Loss of OPT status jeopardizes

their future in the US.

HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS
PENALIZED FOR MINOR
INFRACTIONS

A number of students, the AILA
report says, had their visas
cancelled for relatively minor
reasons such as traffic tickets
or violations of university
regulations. One student even
lost their visa status after
being named as a victim of
domestic violence in a police
report. In only two of the 327

cases was political activity even
mentioned.Attorneys have condemned
the government's actions, indicating
that there are no set rules or regulations
outlined in the revocation letters issued
by DOS or ICE. "Protesting is not
illegal in the US, and these students
could lose everything because of vague
allegations," an attorney said.

The court's ruling to reinstate the SEVIS

records brings some relief, but the
long-term effect on these students is
unclear.

Former South Korean President Moon Jae-in Indicted For
Corruptions in favour of NYT in Sarah Palin defamation case

Seoul. South Korea's prosecutors said

Thursday they have indicted former
president Moon Jae-in on corruption
charges related to the employment of
his son-in-law at an airline.Moon was
"indicted for corruption for receiving
217 million won (USD 150,000) in
connection with facilitating the
employment of his son-in-law at an
airline", the Jeonju District
Prosecutors' Office said in a statement.

The case adds to the political drama

gripping South Korea, which is facing
elections on June 3 after Yoon Suk Yeol
was stripped of his presidency for
imposing martial law briefly.Moon,
who served as president from 2017 to
2022, was known for pursuing
engagement with North Korea,
including brokering talks between
Pyongyang's leader Kim Jong Un and
US President Donald Trump during his
first term.According to prosecutors,

Moon's son-in-law was appointed
managing director by low-cost airline
Thai Eastar Jet, "despite lacking any
relevant experience or qualifications in
the airline industry".The son-in-law
"frequently left his post for extended
periods... and did not perform his duties
in a manner befitting the position", they
said.The airline, which was effectively
controlled by a former MP from
Moon's party, had given Moon's son-

in-law the job in a bid to win favours
from the then president, prosecutors
said.According to prosecutors, any
salary and other financial benefits
paid by the airline to the son-in-law
between 2018 and 2020 "were
confirmed as not legitimate salary
payments, but bribes intended for the
president".The son-in-law later
divorced Moon's daughter.
'Politically Motivated'Moon's
indictment means that two former
presidents of South Korea are now in
legal jeopardy.Disgraced ex-president
Yoon is facing trial on insurrection
charges over his December 3 martial
law decree, which lasted only around
six hours as it was voted down by
opposition MPs.If convicted, Yoon
could be sentenced to life in prison or
be given the death penalty -- although
South Korea has had an unofficial
moratorium on executions since 1997.

prehistory.

visa revocations of 133 A Look At Elon Musk's

Most Meorable Moments
As Trump's Adviser

Washington.Elon Musk says he will step back from his
controversial White House role as the unofficial head of
the cost-cutting "Department of Government
Efficiency" to focus more on his troubled Tesla car
company.While classified as a mere "special
government employee" and "senior advisor to the
president,”" the South African-born tycoon has left
indelible marks on American politics as President
Donald Trump's most visible billionaire backer.Being
Trump's right-hand man took on a new meaning when
the world's richest person made headlines by
dramatically throwing out his arm -- twice -- at a rally
celebrating Trump's January 20 inauguration.Standing
at a podium bearing the presidential seal, Musk's right
arm was straight, his hand open, his palm facing down.
Historians agreed with Democratic politicians that the
sharp gesture looked exactly like a Nazi salute.The
Tesla boss -- whose electric vehicles were soon dubbed
"swasticars" by critics -- dismissed the claims, posting
on his X social media platform: "The 'everyone is Hitler'
attack is sooo tired."Whatever the display meant, Nazi-
related jokes and memes dominated public reactions to
the day meant to mark Trump's triumphant return to
office.

Endorsing Germany's Extreme-Right

Hot off his salute shock, Musk participated virtually at a
January rally for Germany's anti-immigration, ultra-
nationalist AfD party.Musk told the crowd "you really
are the best hope" for Germany and urged them to be
"proud of German culture and German values."

His endorsement of the AfD shook mainstream German
parties, which said they viewed it as foreign
interference by Trump's advisor. Vandals burned four
Teslas in the streets of Berlin afterward.Despite record
gains at the polls, AfD ultimately took second place in
the election behind Germany's conservatives.

Brings Kid To Work

Dressed down in MAGA hats and t-shirts, Musk became a
near constant presence in the White House. For a while,
so did his four-year-old son named X.During Musk's
first appearance before press since his arrival in
Washington to run DOGE, the child was trotted out and
Trump said, "This is X and he's a great guy."

The boy was filmed picking his nose while his father
boasted about his cost-cutting exploits standing next to
the Oval Office's Resolute Desk.

Brings Chainsaw To Budget
Unelected and unconfirmed by Senate, Musk has

repeatedly bashed the "unelected, fourth
unconstitutional branch of government, which is the
bureaucracy" and immediately made brutal cuts to the
federal workforce and budget.To illustrate his
management style, Musk donned sunglasses and
brandished a chainsaw on stage at a conservative get-
together in Washington.It was handed to him -- not
turned on -- by right-wing Argentine President Javier
Milei, who made the machine a symbol of slashing
bureaucracy and state spending in his own country.

10 dead after Israeli airstrike hits Gaza
school shelter for displaced families

The Israeli military stated

the strike targeted militants

from Palestinian militant
group Hamas and Islamic

Jihad operating inside the

facility, and said efforts
were made to minimize
civilian harm.

civilians—have been killed in Israeli
strikes, according to Gaza’s health
authorities.Israel has expanded a "buffer
zone" inside Gaza and enforced a complete
blockade on goods, including fuel and
electricity, intensifying the humanitarian
crisis.Meanwhile, medics reported at least
36 more deaths across Gaza on Wednesday.
A missile strike also damaged the intensive
care unit and solar power system at Durra
Children’s Hospital, though no fatalities
were reported there.International concern
escalated as foreign ministers from
Germany, France, and Britain called on
Israel to follow international law, allow
unhindered humanitarian aid, and restore a
ceasefire. They emphasized that aid “must

—

WORLD. An Israeli airstrike on Wednesday

hit the Yaffa School in Gaza City, which
was sheltering displaced families and
resulted in the deaths of 10 people. The
Israeli military stated the strike targeted
militants from Palestinian militant group

Hamas and Islamic Jihad operating inside
the facility, and said efforts were made to
minimize civilian harm.Eyewitnesses
described a devastating scene, with Um
Mohammed al-Hwaiti recounting how
people ran through flames, rescuing
charred victims. “We were sleeping and

suddenly something exploded, we started
looking and found the whole school on fire,
the tents here and there were on fire,
everything was on fire," Haiti was quoted
as saying by Reuters.Since a ceasefire
collapsed on March 18, over 1,600
Palestinians—many of them

never be used as a political tool” and
warned against altering Gaza’s
demographics.Israel’s Foreign Ministry
rejected these claims, insisting there is “no
shortage of aid,” despite reports from
doctors and civilians indicating severe
scarcities.
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SRH need to stop
overthinking and focus on
their own game: Matthew

Hayden on Ml loss

New Delhi. Former Australia opener
Matthew Hayden has attributed Sunrisers
Hyderabad's poor run in IPL 2025 to a lack
of confidence and overthinking. Hayden's
remarks came after SRH suffered a heavy
seven-wicket defeat against Mumbai
Indians on Wednesday."The simplest
explanation is just a lack of confidence.
When you start losing the way SRH has,
it's tough to bounce back. They were seen
as benchmark batters, but right now they're
far from that. This has led to issues in the
middle order," said Hayden, speaking on
JioStar.

Heinrich Klaasen's resilient 71-run knock
helped SRH recover to post 143/8 after an
early top-order collapse at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadium. However,
MI chased down the 144-run target
comfortably in just 15.4 overs. Rohit
Sharma's fluent 70 and Suryakumar
Yadav's explosive 19-ball 40 powered
Mumbai to 146/3, sealing their fourth
consecutive win and propelling them from
sixth to third in the points table.

Earlier, pacers Deepak Chahar and Trent
Boult spearheaded a dominant bowling
performance to help Mumbai Indians
restrict Sunrisers Hyderabad to a modest
total. Boult struck early with figures of
4/26, while Chahar supported brilliantly
with 2/12, as SRH collapsed to 13/4 by the
fifth over. It was Klaasen who steadied the
innings with a composed half-century,
providing some resistance after the top-
order meltdown.

Hayden urged SRH to go back to basics.
"They need to stop overthinking and focus
on their own game. Right now, SRH are
chasing this tournament, chasing
combinations, and even chasing the form
that once defined their powerful batting
unit," he added.

Virender Sehwag Brutally
Trolls Ex-Teammate For
Mentioning MS Dhoni
And CSK. Reason Is...

New Delhi. Former India captain Virender
Sehwag showed no mercy while mocking
ex-teammate Amit Mishra during a live
YouTube session. The incident after the
host of the show asked Mishra whether
SunRisers Hyderabad (SRH) can still
qualify for the playoffs. SRH sit second to
bottom with just two wins from their first
eight matches, following their defeat to the
Mumbai Indians (MI) on Thursday. While
speaking during a live post-match session
on Cricbuzz, Mishra diverted from the
topic, and instead opened up on Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) and their chances of
making it to the playoffs.

"[ think it's almost impossible. The brand of
cricket they are playing right now, it will be
hard to win all six matches. For that, they
would have to do well in all departments. If
Dhoni comes to bat up the order, he needs to
play at least 30 balls, with all due to respect
to their top order," said.However, he was
interrupted by Sehwag, who reminded him
that the question was about SRH and not
Dhoni or CSK.

Mishra was quick to issue an apology, to
which, Sehwag replied: "It's all because of
Dhoni's aura".

Meanwhile, SRH captain Pat Cummins
admitted that his team lacked a stabilising
presence in their innings, as they slumped
to a seven-wicket defeat against
MI.Speaking after the game, Cummins
credited Heinrich Klaasen and Abhinav
Manohar for giving SRH something to
bowl at, but conceded that it simply wasn't
enough."Abhinav and Klassy got us to a
good total, but we couldn't get through this
innings," Cummins said, referring to SRH's
early collapse to 35 for 5. "Needed a guy to
really steady the ship."

SRH will be back in action on Friday as they
will take on CSK in Chennai. Just like SRH,
CSK have also won twice so far this season,
and sit bottom of the pile.

New Delhi.

RCB vs RR, IPL 2025 Preview: Predicted XI,
team news and Benguluru pitch conditions

«Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) will lock

horns with Rajasthan Royals

(RR) as they look to win
their first home fixture of
the Indian Premier League

2025 (I1PL 2025) and rise
higher on the points table.

New Delhi. Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) will take on Rajasthan Royals (RR)
in Match 42 of the Indian Premier League
2025 (IPL 2025) on Thursday, April 24 at
M. Chinnaswamy Stadium, Bengaluru.
RCB are coming into the game, having
beaten Punjab Kings by seven wickets in
their last fixture. They sit comfortably on
the fourth spot on the points table with five
wins from eight matches, having ten
points to their name.However, heading
into the game, the Rajat Patidar-led side

will face a stern challenge of
registering their first win at
home. RCB are once again
having a tough time adapting to
the conditions at their home
ground as they’ve lost three
matches on the trot. They just
haven’t been able to find the
right tempo while batting on the
Chinnaswamy surface and have
had to settle for below-par scores
in all the fixtures.Hence, the
three-time runner-ups will be
eager to fill their holes in the
upcoming fixture as they will desperately
need to win at home to progress ahead at
this crucial juncture of the tournament.
On the other hand, Rajasthan Royals’
campaign has got from bad to worse, with
the team reeling at the eighth spot on the
points table.RR are coming into the fixture
on the back of close losses against Delhi
Capitals (DC) and Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG). They failed to score the nine runs
required to win in the last over of both
games, resulting in embarrassing
losses.The injury to their captain, Sanju
Samson has only added to their woes as the
constant transfer of leadership from him to

Riyan Parag hasn’t allowed them to settle
as aunit. Hence, Rajasthan have a lot to fix
heading into the fixture as they look to pull
off a miraculous comeback.

RCB vs RR: Head-to-Head

RCB hold the slight edge over RR in IPL
history, having won 16 out of the 30
matches played between the two teams.

RCBvsRR: Team News

Rajasthan captain Sanju Samson isn’t
available for the fixture as head coach
Rahul Dravid revealed that the
management decided to keep him in Jaipur
to make sure they don’t further worsen his
side injury. On the other hand, there are no

| kill you: Team India coach Guu’rum
Gumbhw receives ’rhreu’r mail from 'ISIS'

New Delhi. Former India cricketer and
current head coach Gautam Gambhir has
received a death threat via email, with the
subject line reading "ISIS" (Islamic State).
The email contained just three chilling
words: "I kill you."Following the threat,
Gambhir filed a complaint at the Rajendra
Nagar police station, prompting authorities
to launch an investigation. Although no

formal case has been registered yet, the |

cyber cell is actively working to trace the
origin of the email and identify the sender.

"We have been informed about an alleged
threat mail received on an email ID
associated with Gautam Gambhir. The same
is being investigated. He is already a Delhi
Police protectee, and we do not comment on
specific security arrangements," said Delhi
Police in a statement.

The threat comes just two days after the terror
attack on tourists in Jammu & Kashmir's
Pahalgam, which took the lives of 26 people.
The attack was perpetrated by the members

of the Resistance Front—an offshoot of the
proscribed terror group Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT). Gambhir, in the past, has openly
voiced his opinion against terrorism. Back in
2021, the former cricketer also got a similar
threat from ISIS Kashmir.On Tuesday,
Gambhir also took to X (formerly Twitter) to
condemn the terror attack on tourists in
Pahalgam. In one of the deadliest incidents

since the 2019 Pulwama strike, terrorists
opened fire at tourists in the Baisaran
meadow. "Praying for the families of the
deceased. Those responsible for this will
pay. India will strike," Gambhir posted.
Gambhir recently returned from a family
holiday in France and has been back in the
country since earlier this month. He has
largely stayed out of the spotlight
following India's Champions Trophy title
win in March. With the Indian Premier
League 2025 currently underway, national
team head coaches typically get time off
during the tournament. Gambhir, who took
over as Team India's head coach in July last
year, succeeded World Cup-winning coach
Rahul Dravid.While Gambhir has recently
enjoyed a more positive run as head coach
with the Champions Trophy 2025 triumph,
his early tenure was challenging. India lost
the ODI series in Sri Lanka and suffered a 0-3
whitewash at home in the Test series against
New Zealand.

Tricky Chinnuswumy pitches no excuse
for RCB's poor home run: Rajat Patidar

New Delhi. RCB captain Rajat
Patidar has said that the
Chinnaswamy tracks have been
tricky this season but isn't using
that as an excuse for his team's
poor performance at home this
season. RCB have had a
memorable campaign so far as
they have been unbeaten away
from home, winning all the 5
matches so far. However, that
has been the case athome.

RCB have lost 3 out of 3 at the
Chinnaswamy stadium this
season, and will be aiming to
get their first win at home when they face
Rajasthan Royals on April 24. Speaking at
the pre-match press conference, Patidar
said that his side hasn't played good cricket
at home this season. The RCB skipper said
that the team will try to adapt to the
situation and conditions quickly.“We have
not played good cricket in our home
matches and you have talked about the
toss, it's not in my hand, so, let's see. And

this time wickets are a bit tricky and
unpredictable over here, but that is not an
excuse. So, we'll try to adapt the situation
and condition as quick as possible,” said
Patidar.

Patidar also said that the focus is not about
winning the toss and it is to bat well in the
conditions.It is not that if you lose the toss,
half the battle is lost because the toss is not
in our control. But as a player, if you have

to bat first, you would always try to
do the best you can in such a
situation and conditions. So, we
are trying to focus more on that
aspect and not on the toss," said
Patidar.
'Being in the present moment'
Speaking about how RCB are able to
bounce back always away from
home, Patidar said that the team is
trying to stay in the present and
trying to learn from their mistakes.
The RCB skipper also said that the
team doesn't talk about home
losses before an away game.
"For us, I think it is about being in the
present moment because in this league,
you have back-to-back matches. So, it's
important to learn from the past and learn
from the errors. And we don't keep talking
about our home matches that we have lost,
and we focus on the present as much as
possible, which is more important. We
always try to do the best on that day," said
Patidar.

such concerns in RCB camp.

RCB vs RR: Predicted Playing XIs
and Impact Subs

Royal Challengers Bengaluru: Phil
Salt, Virat Kohli, Devdutt Padikkal,
Rajat Patidar (c), Jitesh Sharma (wk),
Romario Shepherd, Tim David,
Krunal Pandya, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Yash Dayal, Josh Hazlewood

Impact Subs: Suyash Sharma

Rajasthan Royals: Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, Riyan Parag
(c), Nitish Rana, Dhruv Jurel (wk),
Shimron Hetmyer, Wandindu
Hasaranga, Jofra Archer, Maheesh
Theekshana/Kwena Maphaka, Sandeep
Sharma, Tushar Deshpande

Impact Subs: Shubham Dubey

RCB vs RR: Weather and Bengaluru
Pitch Prediction

The surface at the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium has traditionally been a batting
paradise, where batters enjoy shot making.
However, this season, the pitch has also
aided spinners, which has been evident in
all three fixtures. Hence, batters will have
to apply themselves in the middle before
they start taking on the bowling.

Sachin Tendulkar turns 52:
Yuvraj, Raina lead birthday
wishes for India great

New Delhi. Former India all-rounder Yuvraj

Singh, batter Suresh Raina, and spinner
Harbhajan Singh led the birthday wishes
from the Indian cricket fraternity for
legendary cricketer Sachin Tendulkar, who
turned 52. The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) took to X (formerly Twitter) to
extend birthday wishes to the icon.

"He was my childhood hero before he even

knew my name. And then one day, I walked
into a dressing room and saw him there. The
Master himself. But what stayed with me
wasn't just his greatness. It was his grace. For
all the centuries, the cheers, the weight of a
billion hopes, he carried it all with the gentlest
humility. Happy Birthday, Master. You didn't
justplay the game. You taught us how to carry
ourselves through it. Loads of love always.

@sachin_rt," Yuvraj Singh wrote a special
birthday message for Sachin Tendulkar.

"Wishing a very Happy Birthday to the

legendary Sachin Tendulkar. @sachin_ rt.
Sachin paaji, you are not just a cricketing icon
but a true symbol of humility, dedication, and
excellence. Your journey has inspired
generations — not only on the pitch but off it
as well — with your grace, integrity, and
tireless commitment to sport and society. On
this special occasion, wishing you excellent
health, joy, and continued success in all your
endeavors," wrote Harbhajan Singh on X.

"Happy Birthday to the Master Blaster,

@sachin_rt — a legendary cricketer, an
inspiration to millions, and a true icon in the
world of sports. Wishing you a wonderful
year ahead, Sir! #SachinTendulkar
#BirthdayWishes #CricketLegend," Suresh
Raina posted.Tendulkar made his Test debut
on November 15, 1989, at the age of 16. Justa
month later, on December 18, he played his
first ODI match. Over the course of his
illustrious career, he scored 34,357 runs in
664 international appearances at an average
of 48.52 — making him the highest run-
scorer in international cricket.

Liverpool one point away from record-equalling
20th title after Arsenal draw vs Palace

Liverpool are just one
point away from
winning a record-
equalling 20th Premier
Leaque title after Mikel
Arteta's Arsenal were
held to a 2-2 draw by
Crystal Palace.

Liverpool are on the cusp of
their 20th Premier League title—one that
would match the record held by
Manchester United—after Arsenal were
held to a dramatic 2-2 draw by Crystal
Palace at the Emirates on
Wednesday.Despite leading twice through

Jakub Kiwior and Leandro
Trossard, the Gunners were
pegged back by a spirited Palace
side, with Eberechi Eze volleying
home and substitute Jean-
Philippe Mateta sealing the
equaliser with a stunning late
chip.

The draw leaves Arsenal on 67
points with four games left,
meaning they can only match
Liverpool’s 79-point tally—but
the Reds still have five games to
play.

A single point against Tottenham at Anfield
on Sunday will be enough for Liverpool to
clinch the Premier League title and equal
United’s record of 20 league
championships.

"When I started on the bench I could see he

(David Raya) was very high up the pitch,"
Mateta said."So [ knew if [ won the ball I

could try, so I did and scored. It is one of
the best goals of my career. I thought it hit

the crossbar but thankfully it was in!"

Reflecting on where the Premier League title

slipped away from Arsenal, Mikel Arteta
offered a brief insight in his post-match
interview.""We haven't been able to see the
games off for many reasons," Arteta said.

"The margins have been too small.
Sometimes that's when I credit the
opposition, we indeed played five
times with ten men.

"There are a lot of factors, but it's
something that we've done much
better in the past, especially when
we've been ahead in games, and
today, without really much
happening, especially in the second
half, we have to be able to see the
game off.Arsenal are set to host PSG
in the Champions League semifinals.
Reflecting on the team's ambitions,

Mikel Arteta highlighted how winning the

Champions League had been a key goal

from the outset."In pre-season, | asked the

lads: 'PL or UCL, what's the dream?' They
all wanted the UCL. We are focused on the
trophy our boys want so we can complete
our history in Europe, congratulations
LFC, but we'll be there next season."
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‘Can’t Wait’ For Bhumi Pednekar, Ishaan
Khatter’s The Royals. We Don’t Blame Her

he trailer of Bhumi Pednekar and Ishaan Khatter’s
Netflix series The Royals is finally out. Supported by
the ensemble cast, the highly anticipated show has not
just fans but celebrities too, buzzing with excitement. Well,
we don’t blame them. Joining the list of admirers, Rakul
Preet Singh has also shared her delight, expressing her
enthusiasm ahead of the show’s release. The actress added the
trailer of The Royals to
| her Instagram stories,
attached to a short note.It
read, “Can’t wait for this
one Bhumssss and how
hot are you looking. Good
luck to the entire team.”
Rakul and Bhumi recently
shared screen space in
the film, Mere Husband Ki
Released earlier this
year, the romantic comedy is about
a love triangle which involves a man, his
girlfriend and former wife. Arjun Kapoor
played the lead role in the film which is now
streaming on Jio Hotstar. It is directed by

— _ome

Biwi.

Pravasthi Aaradhya Accuses Singer
Sunitha, Padutha Theeyaga Judges of
Harassment: 'Pressured To Expose Navel’

participant on the reality TV show Padutha

Theeyaga Silver Jubilee, has made serious
allegations against the show’s makers and judges. In
a social media post, she accused them of bullying,
harassment, and body-shaming during her time on
the show. Pravasthi specifically named singer
Sunitha Upadrashta, as well as Oscar-winning
composer MM Keeravani and lyricist Chandrabose,
claiming that their behaviour towards her was
inappropriate and deeply upsetting.Pravasthi
Aaradhya shared a video on her Instagram handle,
aiming to “expose" her experience on Padutha
Theeyaga Silver Jubilee. In the video, she revealed
that after winning Star Maa’s Super Singer in 2024,
she joined the new show hoping to gain more
exposure and grow as an artist, However, what she
expected to be a positive opportunity turned into
what she described as a horrifying experience and a
personal nightmare.

In the video, Pravasthi Aaradhya alleged that singer
Sunitha Upadrashta was consistently indifferent
towards her during the show. “She always looked
disgusted whenever | came on stage," Pravasthi
said. She further claimed that Sunitha spoke
negatively about her talent to MM Keeravani,
unaware that Pravasthi’s earpiece was still plugged
in at the time.Pravasthi also shared that while
composer MM Keeravani and lyricist Chandrabose
were cordial at first, their behaviour shifted as the
show progressed.

She also accused MM Keeravani of being biased.
“When I got eliminated, he looked at me and
commented on how he disliked singers performing
at weddings. Everyone there knows I do that due to
my financial situation," she stated.

Singer Pravasthi Aaradhya, a 19-year-old

Mudassar Aziz.That’s not all. Bhumi Pednekar In her video, Pravasthi Aaradhya didn’t just speak out

also played a big role when Jackky Bhagnani
proposed to wife Rakul Preet Singh before their

against the judges—she also levelled serious
allegations against the production team of Padutha

\

|

couldn’ttell."
About The Royals

Directed by Priyanka Ghose and Nupur Asthana, The Royals is set to premiere
on Netflix on May 9. The recently released trailer of the show offers a
glimpse into the fading city of Morpur, where a charming prince anda
determined CEO come together for a deal, turning the palace into a B&B-
like service to restore their heritage and tradition. Besides the lead cast, the
show also stars Sakshi Tanwar, Zeenat Aman, Nora Fatehi, Dino Morea,
Milind Soman, Alyy Khan, Chunky Panday and Vihaan Samat among
others.Packed with punchlines and humorous dialogues, the show displays a
sizzling chemistry between Ishaan and Bhumi, adding to the hype around

the show.

o A%
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Emraan Hashmi Wrap Shoot For Shah
Bano Inspired By 1985 Case

n the 40th anniversary of the historic Shah

Bano vs. Ahmed Khan case (Supreme Court

1985), comes a high-octane drama inspired
by the life of Shah Bano, a key figure in the fight
for Muslim women’s rights in India. The case
marked a significant moment in the battle against
rigid Muslim personal laws and played a pivotal
role in reshaping the legal landscape for women in
India.Starring Yami Gautam Dhar and Emraan
Hashmi, the film promises to be a gripping drama
set against the backdrop of this landmark 1985
Shah Bano vs Ahmed Khan case, which forever
altered India’s constitutional history and the
relationship between religion, individual rights,
and the role of the state. Emraan Hashmi plays
Yami’s husband, a character inspired by Shah
Bano’s ex-husband, Ahmed Khan. Audiences can
expect powerful performances from the talented
cast, bringing this extraordinary story to life.

The cast and crew have now wrapped up the shoot of

the film. This film marks the second chapter in
filmmaker Suparn S Varma’s ambitious courtroom
trilogy. The first installment was the critically
acclaimed Sirf Ek Bandaa Kaafi Hai (2023),
starring Manoj Bajpayee.A source told Hindustan
Times, “Yami and Emraan are leading this
impactful courtroom drama and have finished the
shooting schedule. A lot of research has gone into
the script to ensure authenticity and the film boasts
of several long and intense courtroom scenes.
Yami plays Shah Bano, while Emraan’s character
draws from Ahmed Khan."

The film has been shot across various locations in

wedding last year. Earlier, in an interview with
Zoom, Rakul mentioned that she gave an
ultimatum to her then boyfriend and now
husband, Jackky, to propose to her before

their marriage. She said,
managed to surprise me, | had no idea.
Bhumi played a very important role.
Because Bhumi (Pednekar) sort of
orchestrated it. And I couldn’t guess.
Bhumi is his best friend and obviously
my friend as well now so she
orchestrated the whole thing so 1

At its core, the film tells the story of Shah Bano’s

Shah Bano’s case, which initially

Theeyaga Silver Jubilee. She claimed that the
environment behind the scenes was equally
troubling, and that the team failed to support her
through the difficulties she faced.

Allu Arjun, Katrina Kaif And Javed
Akhtar Condemn Pahalgam Terror
Attack, Demand Justice for Victims

“He actually

Kashmir, terrorists linked to Lashkar-e-Taiba

opened fire on a group of tourists in Pahalgam
on Tuesday, killing at least 28 people, including
some foreign visitors, and injuring many
others.The shocking incident has sparked
widespread anger. Many celebrities shared their
grief and outrage on social media, strongly
condemning the attack and calling for justice.
Among them were, veteran lyricist Javed Akhtar,
South superstar Allu Arjun and Katrina Kaif.Javed
Alkhtar took to X and wrote, “Come what may ,
what ever the cost , what ever the repercussions,
the terrorists of Pelham can not be allowed to get

| 2

i | wols"
I n one of the deadliest attacks in Jammu and

LLL{

and around Lucknow, including Kakori, Sandila,
and several other historic and culturally rich spots.

brave fight against a deeply ingrained system. A
woman with no financial resources or societal
support, Shah Bano stood firm against the
entrenched power of organised religion and the
misogynistic practices carried out under its
name. Her battle, which started as a David
vs. Goliath struggle, went all the way to
the Supreme Court, where, against all
odds, she won.

away . These mass murderers have to pay with
their lives for their inhuman deeds (sic).”

Allu Arjun took to Instagram and extended
condolences to the family members of the victims.
“Soo heart broken by Pahalgam Attack. Such a
beautiful place with kind hearted people.
Condolences to all the families, near and dear of
the victims. May their innocent souls rest in peace.
Truly Heart breaking (sic).”

Katrina Kaif wrote in her Instagram Stories,
“Heartbroken by the horrific attack in Pahalgam.
unsuspecting and innocent tourists and civilians,
whose lives have been tragically taken. Deepest
condolences to the families of the victims during
this unimaginable time. Praying for strength and
peace for all the families who have lost loved ones.
may justice be served !!!”

OnApril 22,2025, a horrific mass shooting unfolded
at the Baisaran meadow near Pahalgam in
Anantnag district, Jammu and Kashmir. The attack
saw militants linked to The Resistance Front
(TRF) open fire on a group of Hindu tourists. At
least 28 people were killed, and over 20 others
were injured in the deadly assault.

seemed impossible to even
discuss in the 1970s, became
the catalyst for a legal
framework that would pave
the way for countless women
to claim their rightful due in
the face of gender-biased
laws. Her fight not only
made global headlines but
also earned a place among
the Top 10 events that
shaped Indian democracy
and the judiciary.

It continues to be taught in law
schools across the country and

has served as a vital reference for

women from all walks of life,
regardless of religion, caste, or
socioeconomic status, seeking justice in ’4_
divorce and marriage disputes.
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