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Pahalgam terror:
Govt at strategic
crossroads

The nation has been deeply angered and outraged by
the dastardly terrorist attack on innocent tourists at
Baisaran, Pahalgam, on April 22, which claimed at
least 26 innocent lives of tourists belonging to
different parts of India. It has been condemned by
the country's entire political class, though some
opposition parties are also seeking that
responsibility be fixed on those concerned with the
maintenance of security in the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir. The international
community has also denounced the attack and
leaders of important countries have said that they
stand with India in its fight against terrorism.

However, such support notwithstanding and behind-
the-scene appeals that will inevitably be made to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to exercise
restraint, the fact is that this attack presents the
Modi government with a very grave security and
public relations challenge. Unlike Pulwama or
Galwan, where defence personnel died, at
Baisaran, the terrorist mercilessly targeted
specific civilians.It would, therefore, be no
exaggeration to state that the nation's eyes will be
on Modi. It will expect that he will give a full and
befitting response to the perpetrators of Baisaran
and those who aided and sponsored them,
especially after the claims of normalcy having
returned to J&K after 2019.The attack has been
claimed to have been undertaken by the Resistance
Front, which is believed to be affiliated with the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT). Those who have had long
experience in studying Pakistani terrorism against
India would instinctively know that an attack of
this nature can never be undertaken without the
specific orders of the Pakistani generals.

Hence, the first assessment has to be the reason
which led the Pakistani generals to order the
attack. They have been unhappy at the progress in
India's relations with the Afghan Taliban, though
that has largely been under the radar. They also
hold India responsible for assisting the Tehreek-e-
Taliban-e-Pakistan and the Baloch Resistance
Groups. All this fed into their intense anger with
India for the Baloch Liberation Army's attack on
the Jaffar Express on March 11. The Pakistan army
held India directly responsible for that attack.
Pakistan's political authorities and its Foreign
Ministry were more circumspect.After studying
all aspects of what had transpired in Pakistan after
the Jaffar Express attack, this writer wrote an
article in Firstpost, on March 21. Its concluding
paragraphs are relevant to the Baisaran attack and
are quoted below:"Soon after the BLA attack, the
Pakistani army said that, with it, the 'rules of the
game had changed'. Chaudhry (Lt Gen Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry, Director-General, Inter-Services

Harvard's strength lies in endowment,

Lessons for Indian universities from the Harvard-Trump row

Harvard draws 45% of its revenue from donors. Indian universities should similarly engage alumni,

corporates and philanthropic foundations to create endowments and support research.

The recent confrontation between Harvard University and

US President Donald Trump was not merely a legal
disagreement — it was a modern-day parable about the
struggle between academic freedom and political control.
The implications of this clash transcend borders and offer
significant lessons for universities around the world,
including India.At the centre of the controversy is
Harvard's principled refusal to dismantle its diversity,
equity and inclusion (DEI) programmes and submit to
ideological audits demanded by the Trump
administration. The Trump administration sought to
monitor curriculum choices, faculty
appointments and research
directions — interventions that
would undermine Harvard's
academic sovereignty.In response,
Harvard University filed a lawsuit
against the US government,
challenging the legality of freezing
federal grants worth over $2.2
billion. The university contended
that the funding freeze was an act of |
retaliation and warned that critical
disease research and other key
initiatives would be adversely
impacted. Harvard's interim
president, Prof Alan Garber, made it _
clear: the institution would not st
compromise its values, even if it
meant losing federal support.

reputation and philanthropy and its
capacity to resist government
pressure was made possible by its
deep financial foundations. The
university operates on an annual budget of $6.5 billion,
with $1.02 billion allocated to research, including $674
million from US federal agencies. More significantly, its
$53.2 billion endowment provides a cushion of
independence, contributing $2.4 billion annually to its
operations. Nearly 45 per cent of Harvard's revenue
comes from philanthropy, while 16 per cent comes from
research grants.This diversified funding model gives the
university the flexibility to stand by its values without
succumbing to political or bureaucratic dictates.This
philanthropic culture carries profound lessons for Indian
higher education. In India, people generously contribute
to temples, gurdwaras and religious institutions as acts of
faith and service. It is time to extend this spirit of giving to

our universities and educational institutions, which play a
vital role in nation-building.Educational institutions
should be seen as sacred sites of knowledge and social
uplift and they must increasingly be funded by
philanthropists. When institutions are supported by the
community — through alumni, corporate CSR,
individual donors and civil society — they gain not only
financial autonomy but also become more accountable,
transparent and socially relevant.

India's public universities face their own set of pressures —

ranging from financial constraints and administrative

interference to curriculum standardisation. While the
context is different, the core issue remains the same: how
to preserve the university as a space for independent
inquiry and ethical leadership.Although the government
is playing a critical and a crucial role in nation-building, it
is important to recognise that institutions of higher
learning must maintain a balanced distance from political
influence. Autonomy is not just a privilege; it is a
precondition for academic excellence.

The Harvard episode offers key lessons for Indian academia

to secure its future. First, ethical and courageous
leadership is crucial. University administrators must
embody integrity and fearlessness, standing firm on
academic values despite external pressures. Their
leadership should inspire trust and set an example for

Public Relations) was asked to clarify these words
in the press conference. It is now that he said words
that Indian analysts and policymakers should pay
close attention to. He said that BLA and (terrorist
groups) would be dealt with the way they 'deserve'
and the same would apply to their facilitators and
abettors whether inside or outside Pakistan.

The Pakistani army follows the tradition of 'badal'
(badal in Pashto means revenge) for perceived
grievances. It has done so against India even
though, in the process, it has beggared the country.
It knows no way other than that of confrontation.
This is part of its ethos and each army chief has to
show that he is up to giving a 'fitting' response,
especially to an attack on the institution he leads,
perceives or rather misperceives has come from
India. As such, it is possible that the Pakistan army
will attempt to sponsor a terrorist event in India

within the foreseeable future,” I wrote. national wound.
In the wake of the Baisaran attack, it is clear that Significantly, amidst this anguish, something
Indian policy-makers must respond decisively. ? >,
profound has emerged — a united cry of

They should make it clear to all the major powers,
especially those with influence over Pakistan, that
public sentiment in India -- including in Jammu &
Kashmir, which has witnessed unprecedented
anger against the attack -- will demand an
appropriate retaliation to the massacre of innocent
civilians in Pahalgam. Moreover, India should
have no hesitation in stating that the dangers
associated with escalation will not be India’s
responsibility.

The shocking massacre in Pahalgam that claimed 26 lives
— including visitors from the UAE and Nepal — is not
merely another tragic incident; it marks a calculated
escalation in Pakistan’s ongoing proxy war against
India, explicitly incited by that nation’s military
leadership.Executed by four heavily armed terrorists,
including three operatives identified as Pakistani
nationals, the assault was meticulously orchestrated to
maximise casualties and attract global attention. The
attackers employed advanced weaponry such as M4
carbines and AK-47 rifles, chillingly segregating
victims on the basis of religious identity. Disturbingly,
they documented their brutality using helmet-mounted
body cameras, emphasising their intent to amplify terror
and spread propaganda globally.

This attack notably follows provocative statements by
Pakistan Army Chief Gen Asim Munir. Addressing a
gathering at the Overseas Pakistanis Convention last
week, Gen Munir reiterated Pakistan’s claim over
Kashmir, invoking Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s
controversial two-nation theory. His inflammatory
rhetoric, explicitly designed to fuel religious animosity
and incite extremist elements, served as a dog whistle,
directly contributing to the heinous violence witnessed
in Pahalgam.Pakistan’s swift denial, delivered by
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif, labelling the attack as
merely “local resistance,” starkly contrasts with
intelligence data meticulously gathered by Indian
security agencies. The incontrovertible evidence
identifies the attackers as members of The Resistance
Front (TRF), a terrorist outfit established in 2019 by
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). TRF was
created to evade international scrutiny, particularly from
bodies like the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), by
masquerading as a secular, indigenous resistance group
in contrast to overt religious groups like Lashkar-e-

The blood-soaked meadow of Pahalgam’s Baisaran
is now etched in memory for a painful reason. The
killing of at least 26 tourists in the terror attack has
jolted the nation, piercing the soul of Kashmir.
Among those killed were people from across the &
country, including small towns like Shivamogga in
Karnataka. They had come to Kashmir for
peaceful leisure. Their deaths underline that this
tragedy is not just about Jammu and Kashmir but a

condemnation from the people of the Valley. For
the first time in 35 years, the Kashmir valley
observed a shutdown against a terror attack. On
Wednesday, most business establishments were
closed in Srinagar following a call for bandh.
Loudspeakers appealed for solidarity and streets
filled with people, expressing grief and outrage.

Shame & solidarity

Terror attack unites a fractured land

“Hanging head in shame,” they echoed that this was a
betrayal of Kashmir’s spirit of hospitality and peace.

Clarion call for action against Pakistan

Pahalgam attack marks a calculated escalation in the ongoing proxy war

Taiba (LeT).Such strategic rebranding is not
unprecedented. Throughout my tenure commanding
critical counter-terror operations in Kashmir, I have
witnessed Pakistan’s consistent deployment of proxy
organisations to escape international accountability.
From the LeT’s involvement in the 2008 Mumbai
attacks to Jaish-e-Mohammad’s devastating strike in
Pulwama, Pakistan repeatedly leverages terror groups to
destabilise Jammu and Kashmir, aiming to
internationalise the conflict and distract from
its domestic crises. The 2016 terror attack on
the Pathankot airbase, for instance, revealed
how these groups, prepared and trained by the
ISI and the Pakistan Army, operated and
conducted their operations. There is nothing
grey about Pak-sponsored attacks — it is all =%
dark black.Operating under direct command
from ISI handlers in Rawalpindi and
Muzaffarabad, TRF’s operational structure
demonstrates the sophistication and
extensive resources of Pakistan’s intelligence
apparatus. TRF militants undergo rigorous
training in guerrilla warfare, evasion tactics
and psychological operations. The use of
helmet-mounted cameras during the
Pahalgam massacre exposes ISI’s calculated
strategy to magnify psychological terror and
propagate their extremist narrative digitally.
However, the attack has severely undermined
Pakistan’s false narrative of indigenous
resistance. Kashmiris across religious and social lines
unitedly condemned this savage act. Spontaneous
protests, candlelight vigils and unequivocal
denunciations from loudspeakers at mosques in Doda
and neighbouring areas clearly indicate widespread
rejection of Pakistan’s claims. This local outcry

unequivocally demonstrates that genuine resistance
movements neither involve foreign militants nor target
innocent civilians.Strategically, Pakistan continues
supporting terror proxies like TRF to maintain pressure
on India in Kashmir, internationalise the issue and divert
attention from internal turmoil, including economic

students and faculty.Second, financial independence
through philanthropy must be pursued. Harvard draws
nearly 45 per cent of its revenue from donors. Indian
universities should similarly engage alumni, corporate
houses and philanthropic foundations to create
endowments, support research and enhance
infrastructure. This financial cushion ensures autonomy
and resistance to external influence.Third, transparent
and inclusive governance is the foundation of
institutional excellence. Decision-making must be
participatory and merit-based, with respect for all voices
» — faculty, students and staff.Fourth,
fostering an environment of free
dialogue is essential. Universities
should be safe spaces for open debate,
dissent and knowledge pursuit, where
intellectual diversity is valued.
| Lastly, reviving indigenous knowledge
systems (IKS) is vital for a globally
competitive yet locally rooted
education. Re-integrating India's
ancient wisdom, sciences, languages
and philosophies into curricula will
create a holistic education system. This
fusion of global and local knowledge
will help develop scholars who are
deeply connected to their culture and
prepared for the world. The teachings of
Guru Nanak Dev offer a timeless guide
rooted in truth (sach), fearlessness
(nirbhau) and contemplation (vichar).
He opposed ritualism, casteism and
corruption, advocating instead for
education based on justice, compassion
and equality. His words — '"Pothi
Parmeshar ka thaan" (The book is the abode of the
Divine) — remind us that knowledge is sacred when it
upholds truth.Indian education must draw from such
spiritual roots while also engaging global best practices.
This is not about conflict, but meaningful collaboration
with society, industry and alumni. Our universities must
be seen as temples of knowledge, deserving of
philanthropic support for research, innovation and
inclusive growth.The Trump-Harvard conflict is a mirror
reflecting the fragility of academic freedom when
institutions become political battlegrounds. Indian
universities must not wait for a crisis to define their
character. We must act with foresight, integrity and
courage — to not just teach, butalso to lead.

The attack aims to reignite fear and stall the
Valley’s hard-earned return to normalcy. With
over 3.5 million tourists visiting J&K in 2024
and more than 70 per cent of livelihoods in
places like Pahalgam linked to tourism, the
region’s fragile recovery is at risk. Many locals
who had taken loans to invest in tourism-related
businesses face devastating losses as
cancellations pour in. The state machinery —
from Prime Minister Modi cutting short his
foreign trip to Home Minister Shah’s
immediate ground assessment — is rightly in
overdrive. The immediate reaction has been to
beef up security in the region. Even as Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh has said that the
attackers would soon see a “loud and clear
response,” the authorities must also amplify the
voices of the Valley that have rejected violence

and chosen humanity.

India must present comprehensive evidence at forums
like the FATF and the UN Security Council, directly
implicating Pakistan’s ISI and military leadership,
notably Gen Munir, in orchestrating and financing terror
operations, thereby pushing for stringent sanctions and
renewed FATF oversight.

collapse and insurgencies in Balochistan and Khyber Moreover, strengthening intelligence-sharing

Pakhtunkhwa. Gen Munir’s incendiary remarks further
bolster this dangerous strategy, exacerbating regional

partnerships with strategic allies, including the US,

UAE, Israel and the European Union, is imperative.
Implementing technologically advanced
surveillance systems, Al-driven monitoring,
drone interception and fortified border
security measures will significantly disrupt
infiltration routes and weapon-smuggling
networks.Economically, India and its strategic
partners should intensify efforts to isolate
Pakistan. Rerouting regional commerce
through alternative trade routes, such as Iran’s
Chabahar port, reduces Pakistan’s
geopolitical leverage. Concurrently,
aggressive countermeasures against narcotics
trafficking networks funding Pakistan’s terror
infrastructure will severely constrain their
operational capabilities.

Unchecked, Pakistan’s terror proxies threaten

instability and deepening Pakistan’s international
isolation.The global community, increasingly alert to
Islamabad’s deceit, must urgently confront the tangible
threat posed by Pakistan’s unabated state-sponsored
terrorism. India’s diplomatic strategy should be
assertive and multifaceted. On the international stage,

regional and global stability, risking broader
conflicts and empowering extremist forces
throughout South Asia, including
Afghanistan. The Pahalgam tragedy serves as
an urgent clarion call. Collective resolve and
decisive international actions are critical to dismantling
this cycle of terror. The stakes — for regional stability
and global security — have never been higher. In sum,
the response this time round has to be multi-domain and
decisive to comprehensively discredit the Pakistan
Army that runs the country by proxy under Gen Munir.
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Apple plans to make all US
iPhones in India by 2026:
Report

NEW DELHI. Apple plans to move all iPhone
assemblies for the US market to India by the end of
next year, said people familiar with the matter,
reported the Financial Times.This move is part of
Apple’s long-term plan to reduce its dependence on
China, especially after the recent tariff rules
announced by US President Donald Trump.Over the
past few years, Apple has been slowly building its
manufacturing base in India, with support from
contract manufacturers, Foxconn and Tata
Electronics.In March alone, Foxconn shipped
phones worth $1.31 billion, the highest ever in a
single month. That’s equal to what they exported in
January and February combined. Tata also saw a
strong jump, with iPhone exports rising 63% in
March to $612 million.As soon as Trump’s new
tariffs on Chinese products were announced, Apple
quickly started sending more India-made iPhones to

the US to avoid the higher import duties levied on
China, mentioned the report.This push into India is
notjust about avoiding tariffs. Apple aims to make all
iPhones for the US market, which is over 60 million a
year, in India by 2026, doubling its current
production in India after years of relying on China to
build its products. But now, it seems India is set to
become the next big iPhone factory.

Gold rate : MCX gold futures

open higher at Rs 96,120
per 10 grams after dip

NEW DELHI. Gold rate today: MCX Gold June
futures contracts increased by Rs 208 or 0.22%,
starting at Rs 96,120/10 grams on Friday following
a decline from peak levels earlier in the week.
Silver May futures contracts started flat at Rs
97,440/kg, showing a minimal decrease of Rs 71 or
0.07%.Experts suggest that markets are factoring
in heightened geopolitical uncertainties, primarily
stemming from trade policy conflicts initiated by
US President Donald Trump. These tensions,
coupled with concerns about economic stagnation
and inflation, could potentially sustain the upward
trajectory of gold prices.Yesterday saw mixed
settlements for gold and silver in domestic and
international markets. Gold June futures finalised
at Rs 95,912 per 10 grams, gaining 1.26%, whilst
silver May futures concluded at Rs 97,511 per
kilogram, declining 0.29%.Both precious metals
displayed significant price fluctuations, with gold
demonstrating robust recovery on Thursday
following Wednesday's decline. Gold prices
returned above $3,300 per troy ounce as investors
capitalised on reduced prices, influenced by
increased U.S. unemployment claims and China's
indication of economic stimulus measures.U.S.
unemployment claims increased to 2,22,000 from
the previous 2,15,000, while existing home sales
decreased to 4.02 million units from 4.27 million
units.

Are Banks Closed Today Branches
To Be Closed For 4 Days In THESE
States Till April 30

New Delhi. Banks across the country will remain
closed on various accounts for the next four days. It
is however to be noted that all branches in all cities
will not be closed for consecutively 4 days.

Bank branches will be closed in different cities for
different regional festivities for the next 4
days.April 26 is a fourth Saturday. As per RBI
guidelines banks across the country are closed on
second and fourth Saturday of every month.

Furthermore, you must note that the banks will NOT
be closed for all the days consecutively in all states
or regions. This is the total number of days when
banks in different parts of the country will remain
closed for state-observed holidays. For instance
banks will be closed for Bohag Bihu in Assam, but
in other states it will NOT be closed for the same
reason.Reserve Bank of India places its Holidays
under three brackets --Holiday under Negotiable
Instruments Act; Holiday under Negotiable

Instruments Act and Real Time Gross Settlement
Holiday; and Banks’ Closing of Accounts.
However, it must be noted that the bank holidays
vary in various states as well not observed by all the
banking companies. Banking holidays also depend
on the festivals being observed in specific states or
notification of specific occasions in those states.

Ather Energy IPO: Check latest GMP as Rs
3,000 crore public listing to open soon

NEW DELHI. The initial public offering

(IPO) of electric two-wheeler maker
Ather Energy will open for subscription
on April 28, 2025. This will mark the end
of a gap of over two months in mainboard
public listings. The issue has a total size of
Rs 2,980.76 crore, and the company is
valued at around Rs 11,955.66 crore based
on market capitalisation.The IPO will be
open for three days, starting on April 28
and closing on April 30.The Ather Energy
IPO will be a book-built issue. It consists
of a fresh issue of 8.18 crore equity shares
worth Rs 2,626 crore and an offer for sale
(OFS) of 1.11 crore shares worth Rs
354.76 crore. In the OFS, existing
shareholders will sell part of their
holdings, and the company will not
receive the funds from that portion.

The price band for the IPO is set between Rs

304 and Rs 321 per share. The minimum
bid lot for retail investors is 46 shares,
which means investors will need at least

Sensex, Nifty tank: Indo-Pak tensions
trigger market crash. Check top losers

Rs 13,984 to apply at the lower end of the
price band. However, it is advised that
investors bid at the cut-off price of Rs 321
to improve their chances of allotment. In
that case, the minimum investment would
be around Rs 14,766.For non-institutional
investors (NIIs), the requirements are
higher:Small NIIs (sNII) must apply for at
least 14 lots (644 shares), needing Rs
2,06,724.

Big NIIs (bNII) must apply for at least 68
lots (3,128 shares), which comes to Rs
10,04,088.The lead managers for the issue
are Axis Capital Limited, HSBC
Securities and Capital Markets (India) Pvt
Ltd, JM Financial Limited, Nomura
Financial Advisory and Securities (India)
Pvt LtdThe registrar for the IPO is Link
Intime India Private Ltd, which will
handle the allotment and refund process.

GREY MARKETPREMIUM (GMP)

As of April 25, 2025, the grey market
premium (GMP) for Ather Energy IPO is

Rs 5. This means the estimated listing
price could be around Rs 326, based on the
upper end of the price band at Rs 321. The

expected gain per share is around 1.56%,

which is considered modest.

It is important to note that GMP values are
unofficial and based on demand in the
grey market. These figures can change
quickly depending on investor interest

and market trends.
USE OF FUNDS

Ather Energy plans to use the funds raised

ED raids Gensol promoters,
detains Puneet Jaggi from

from the fresh issue for the following
purposes:To spend on setting up a new
electric two-wheeler (E2W) factory in
Mabharashtra.To repay or prepay certain
borrowings taken by the company.To
invest in research and development
(R&D) activities.To spend on marketing
efforts to support growth. These steps are
expected to help Ather grow its
manufacturing capacity, improve its
balance sheet, and build a stronger
presence in the electric vehicle market.
The allotment of shares for the Ather
Energy IPO is likely to be finalised on
Friday, May 2, 2025. Once allotments
are done, refunds for unallocated shares
will begin, and shares will be credited to
demat accounts of successful applicants.

The company’s shares are expected to be

listed on both the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) and National Stock
Exchange (NSE) on Tuesday, May 6,
2025.

NEW DELHI. The stock market
crashed, erasing early gains on Friday

Ports tumbled significantly by
4.09%, while Bajaj Finserv plunged

Delhi hotel: Report

New Delhi. The Enforcement Directorate has

as investors were spooked by rising
tensions between India and
Pakistan.Dalal Street reacted to
Pakistan's warning that it could scrap
all bilateral agreements with India,
including the 1972 Simla Agreement.
It also issued a strong statement saying
that any move to block or redirect
water flows governed by the Indus
Waters Treaty would be treated as an
"act of war."Sensex plunged over
1,000 points, while Nifty tanked over
300 points, falling below 24,000 as
uncertainty prevailed over
geopolitical tensions.

Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment

Strategist, Geojit Investments
Limited, said that the potential
headwind looming large on the
horizon is the uncertainty regarding
India’s response to the terror attack

for Advance Ruling (AAR) has ruled
that diagnostic services for conducting
blood tests aimed at early cancer
detection do not qualify for GST
exemption under ‘healthcare services’.

In the matter of Epigeneres Biotech

Pvt. Ltd, the AAR concluded that
these services fall under the Service
Accounting Code (SAC) 998111,
classified as ‘Research and
Experimental Development in
natural sciences’.The AAR noted
that the diagnostic tests provided by
Epigeneres Biotech are still in the
developmental stage and lack
validation from medical regulatory
bodies. Epigeneres Biotech provides
laboratory, testing, and diagnostic
services, utilizing algorithm-based
technology with next-generation
sequencing (NGS) data and real-time
PCR (RT-PCR) machines for various
tests, including whole genome

and its consequences.

TOPLOSERS/GAINERS ON SENSEX
Amid the widespread selling pressure,
only four stocks managed to stay in the
green.Infosys led the gainers with a
0.60% rise, followed by IndusInd

Bank which added 0.31%. TCS
showed some resilience with a 0.27%
gain, and Tech Mahindra edged up
0.21%, completing the short list of
stocks trading in positive territory. The
carnage was much more pronounced
among losers, with Axis Bank taking
the worst hit, crashing 4.80%. Adani

sequencing.Epigeneres Biotech had
claimed that its services should be

‘Medical laboratory and diagnostic-
imaging services,” part of healthcare
services. However, the AAR pointed

out the absence of a license or
certificate from the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation or
approval from the Indian Council for
Medical Research, determining that
the tests are more akin to clinical

3.59%. Power Grid dropped 3.18%,
and Eternal fell 3.00%.
STOCKS ONNIFTY
Banking and Adani Group stocks led
the massive selloff on Nifty50.
Among the top losers, Axis Bank took
the worst hit, nosediving 4.71%,
while Adani Enterprises tumbled
4.09%. Adani Ports slipped 3.83%,
followed by Bajaj Finserv which fell
3.49%,
3.46%.0nly a handful of stocks
managed to buck the trend.SBI Life
emerged as the standout performer,
climbing 3.86% against the market
tide. IT
resilience with Infosys gaining 0.59%,
Tech Mabhindra adding 0.35%, and
TCS edging up 0.33%. IndusInd Bank
also managed to stay afloat with a
modestrise 0f 0.25%.

R&D services for cancer diagnosis not
exempt from GST: Maharashtra AAR Ruling

MUMBALI. The Maharashtra Authority research and development and do not
qualify as a Health Care Service.

classified under SAC 999316 as An 18% GST is applicable on research
and experimental development
services in natural sciences.According

to Sandeep Sehgal, Partner, Tax, AKM

“It clearly states that not all

subject to GST. This is a key takeaway
for diagnostic startups and labs using
advanced technologies like genome
sequencing or Al-based testing,” he
says.

and Trent declining

stocks showed relative

Global, the Maharashtra AAR
ruling highlights a crucial
distinction between approved
healthcare diagnostics and new,
tech-driven testing methods.

laboratory tests are automatically
exempt from GST. If a test is still
in the experimental stage and
lacks approvals from regulatory
bodies like ICMR or CDSCO, it
will be treated as research and

registered a case against the promoters of Gensol
Engineering Ltd, and detained co-founder Puneet
Jaggi, thereby stepping up its investigation into
alleged financial irregularities at the company.
Jaggi, who is also the co-founder of EV cab service
BluSmart, was detained from a Delhi hotel
following searches by the probe agency at three
offices of Gensol Engineering in Delhi,
Gurugram and Ahmedabad, news agency PTI
reported. These raids were carried out under the
provisions of the Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA).Sources told India
Today that the ED has invoked provisions under
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) following findings of fund diversion
and misrepresentation flagged earlier by the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi).
This comes amid mounting regulatory scrutiny of

the company’s corporate governance practices.

Puneet Singh Jaggi, the co-promoter of Gensol, has
been summoned for questioning by the ED.
Officials said his statement will be crucial in
determining the scale of alleged fund misuse and
the role of other executives, if any.The federal
agency has also conducted raids on the
company’s premises in Delhi, Gurugram, and
Ahmedabad under the provisions of the Foreign
Exchange Management Act (FEMA), according
to news agency PTL.Gensol promoters Anmol
Singh Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi are now
under the ED’s scanner.As mentioned earlier, the
ED’s action is based on Sebi's findings that
Gensol had secured loans from Power Finance
Corporation and IREDA Ltd for electric vehicle
procurement and EPC contracts, but allegedly
diverted the funds.Instead of using the capital for
the intended business purposes.

Income tax: Under what conditions
is the old tax regime still beneficial

The new tax regime was introduced
in the Budget 2020 and it has
already attracted a vast majority of
the taxpayers to switch from the
old system. However, there are a
few conditions when it makes more
sense for an individual to stick to
the old tax reporting structure.

Kolkata. Almost a month has passed after

the expiry of FY25. In another few
weeks we have to file out income tax
(without penalty, that is). One can file
income tax returns (ITR) in any one of
the two systems — the old tax regime
and the new one. The chairman of
Central Board of Direct Taxes Ravi
Agarwal said that 75% of the taxpayers
have adopted the new tax regime and the
share of those switching to the new
system will touch 95% before long.

However, there are a few conditions under

which it makes more sense to stick to the
old tax system, point out experts. While
the new system has almost no
deductions, its tax rates are lower and it
is simple to file since there are hardly
any investment records to furnish. Now,
let’s have a look at the exceptions when
you can save more in the old tax
regime.Old over new tax system in these
conditions

Large HRA: If a taxpayer enjoys a huge
HRA (house rent allowance) it makes
more sense to stick to the old regime.
The new tax system does not allow any
deduction on HRA. Under the old tax

regime, a salaried individual can claim
exemption on HRA under section
10(13A) of the Income Tax Act 1961.
The HRA considered under this section
isnotincluded in salary of the taxpayer.

Large home loan and interest outgo:
Section 24(b) of the Income Tax Act
allows one to claim tax deductions on
interest paid up to Rs 2 lakh on self-
occupied house/flat. However, if you
want to claim tax deduction on the
principal repayment, you have to abide
by Section 80(c) of the Income Tax Act
and is within the Rs 1.5 lakh ceiling per
financial year.

Only those with big incomes
Himadri Mukhopadhyay, secretary,

Income Tax Bar Association Calcutta
told News9live.com that they have
carried out necessary calculations and
found that if an individual repays a huge
amount of principal and interest
component on home loan, and is also
making significant use of the provisions
of Sections 80C and 80D etc, it could be
more profitable to remain in the old tax
regime. “If a taxpayer has a big HRA
component, it could save more taxes in
the old tax system,” said
Mukhopadhyay. A few weeks ago,
consultancy major Deloitte made these
calculations and showed that those with
big income — in excess of Rs 24 lakh a
year — can remain in the old system
only if they can claim deductions more
than Rs 8 lakh a year.By the way section
80C includes a maximum investment of
Rs 1.5 lakh a year and includes
instruments such as tax saver FD, PPF,
NSC, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, etc.
Section 80D of the Income Tax Act deals
with tax deductions on health insurance
premiums for self, spouse, dependent
children and dependent parents.
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Delhi govt to survey heggars under SMILE
scheme, focus on rehab and resettlement ficzhios i osme

NEW DELHI.

government has

Specnal focus
on children,

The
invited
Expressions of Interest (Eol) to
conduct a survey aimed at
identifying individuals involved in

Delhi
to conduct the survey.

addressing the issue of begging

According to a document
accessed by this newspaper, a
standardised survey format will

women begging across the city. The goalis be used to collect =

== to rehabilitate, educate, and train  comprehensive data, which will | i

senior citizens them for employment, thereby then be entered into a national =
enabling them to lead a life of database accessible to various &=

and dignity. Officials from the Social  stakeholders, including state

. Welfare Department said special —agencies, district authorities,

differenﬂy- attention will be given to rescuing  and shelter homes. All data will ‘

abled; survey
data to feed
into national
database for
coordinated

support

individuals,

government has

PWD identifies 445 waterlogging
spots in Delhi, assigns engineers
for monsoon preparedness

NEW DELHL. In a strong move to prevent waterlogging
during the upcoming monsoon, the Public Works
Department (PWD) has identified 445 wvulnerable
spots across Delhi and assigned responsibility for each
to specific engineers. Suspension orders will be issued
in case of any negligence.PWD Minister Parvesh
Verma said the government has adopted a “zero
tolerance™ policy this year, placing full responsibility
on local officials. “Freeing Delhi from waterlogging is
not justa goal; itis our duty. Engineers have been made
accountable at every point, and any negligence will
lead to suspension,” Verma stated.In 2023, Delhi had
308 waterlogging points, which came down to 194 last
year. However, according to new data from Delhi
Traffic Police, the number has now risen to 445 in
2025, with 335 falling under the PWD’s responsibility.
The rest are managed by other agencies.

Assistant Engineers (AEs) and Junior Engineers (JEs)
have been made in charge ofthe 335 PWD points. They
will oversee drain maintenance, equipment readiness,
and emergency response during rains. Seven critical
spots will be monitored directly by the Engineer-in-
Chief. For the first time, Project Engineers have been
appointed as “Review Officers” for each location.
They will supervise the work and submit regular
reports. Pump operators will work in three shifts
around the clock, and temporary shelters will be set up
for them to ensure quick response during rainfall.

As part of a larger drainage upgrade. Delhi has been
divided into 35 zones for desilting operations. So far,
50 kilometers of drains have been cleaned, with a
target of 1,400 kilometers by May 31. Several civic
agencies are working together on this. “Making sure
people don’t face any trouble is our top priority,”
Verma said.

He added that daily reports from vulnerable points will
be sent directly to his office. The government is also
giving special attention to seven locations that face
regular waterlogging. Senior engineers will closely
monitor these.

With monsoon preparations, the government hopes to
prevent the usual flooding and traffic problems.
Officials say that accountability, regular checks, and
teamwork among agencies will be key to managing the
situation this year.

Jumia's residential coaching
academy helps 32 students
clear UPSC civil services exam
2024

NEW DELHI. Tumning aspirations into achievements,
Jamia Millia Islamia’s (JMI) Residential Coaching
Academy (RCA) has once again emerged as a beacon
of hope for civil service aspirants. A total of 32 students
trained at RCA cleared the UPSC Civil Services
Examination 2024, the results of which were declared
on Wednesday.

According to a statement by JMI, 78 RCA candidates
reached the interview stage, with 32 making it to the

final selection. Among them. 12 are women, reflecting
the academy’s commitment to inclusive and gender-
responsive education.

Alfred Thomas topped the RCA list with an All India
Rank (AIR) of 33, followed by Iram Choudhary (AIR
40) and Ruchika Jha (AIR 51). Ruchika credited the
academy’s competitive and motivating environment
for her success and shared that her first preference is the
IAS in the AGMUT cadre.Many selected candidates
are expected to join top services like the IAS, IPS, IRS,
and IRTS.

children forced into begging, as
well as women, differently-abled
senior citizens,
those struggling with substance
abuse.This initiative is part of the
Centre’s SMILE (Support for
Marginalised Individuals for
Livelihood and Enterprise)
scheme, managed by the Ministry
of Justice and Social Welfare. The
invited
organisations experienced in

' DDA approves Rs 8,720 crore budget for FY26, with focus

and and coordination.

outreach programs,

citizens,

be stored on a central online
portal to facilitate easy access

plans to offer support through
encouraging
individuals involved in begging to
avail themselves of services at
shelter homes. Special focus will be
placed on children, women, senior
differently-abled
individuals, and those addicted to

rescue and rehabilitate them.

As part of the effort, the government Children forced into begging will be
referred to Child Care Institutions
(CCls), while women and other
be and assess the actual reasons they
accommodated in separate shelter
homes. The government also plans
to connect young children (aged 0-
6) with Anganwadi centers, which
provide early childhood education

vulnerable individuals will

drugs, with authorities aiming to

m and care.
Once individuals are placed in

shelter homes, the focus will shift
to their resettlement and long-
term well-being, Children will be
enrolled in government schools
and adults will receive
counseling and skill development
training tailored to their
capabilities and interests. The
shelter homes will also assist in
connecting individuals with
vocational training centers,
helping them gain skills for
employment or to start income-
generating activities on their
own.”It is suggested to motivate
and counsel persons to seek help,

got involved in begging through
personal interviews—with the
individuals and their family

standardized surveys.

on civic infra, housing, and environmental projects

Budget highlights include major allocations for roads, parks. air quality. and a revenue surplus

Air India, IndiGo issue
travel advisory after

members—and through the use of

of Rs 840 crore w1th significant funds for Yamuna rejuvenation and sports complexes.

Authorlty (DDA) in a meeting chaired
by Lieutenant Governor V.K. Saxena

on Wednesday, approved its budget for &

the financial year 2025-26, outlining a
mgmfu:'mt push towards civic
infrastructure, housing, environmental |
['C_]ll\-Cl'lathl'I and |mpr0vcd revenue
mechanisms. With a total outlay of Rs
8,720 crore, this year’s budget
earmarks Rs 4,140 crore for capital
expenditure, including the
development of new roads, civic
infrastructure, parks, and initiatives
aimed at improving the city’s air
quality. DDA reported record housing
receipts of Rs 3,176 crore in FY
2024-25—a 132% jump from the
previous year—and aims to raise Rs
4,000 crore in FY 2025-26 through
continued monetisation of unsold
housing stock.

The budget projects a revenue surplus of
Rs 840 crore, significantly higher than
last year’s Rs 372 crore. Revenue

targets include Rs 1,000 crore from
license fees, and overall estimated
receipts stand at Rs 9,560 crore. Saxena

Amid dhaplis and drums, JNUSU presidential
debates focus on Puhulg_um Waqf Act

Py

NEW DELHI. The political atmosphere
at Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)
was charged as the presidential debates
for the INUSU (Jawaharlal Nehru
University Students’ Union) elections
took place ahead of voting on Friday.
The campus was alive with drumbeats,
flag-waving and slogans as rival
camps clashed.

lauded the authority’s financial
turnaround and called for continued
efforts to make DDA financially self-
sustainable.

Key highlights include Rs 4,140 crore
allocated for civic infrastructure across

Narela, Dwarka, Rohini and other
areas. In transport, Rs 75 crore has been
allocated for Delhi Metro Phase I'V and
Rs 38 crore for multi-level parking
projects at Nehru Place, Bhikaji Cama
Place and Netaji Subhash Place.
Environmental projects saw a major
thrust, with Rs 82 crore allocated for
rejuvenating Yamuna floodplains,
including Asita East, Baansera and
Vasudev Ghat. An additional Rs 100
crore is marked for the Bharat Vandana

ABVP supporters shouted “Kashmir _ y

hamara hai” and “Hindu lives matter,”
while AISA supporters responded with
chants of “Azadi” and “Lal Salam,”
alongside a Palestinian flag. From
Pahalgam terror strike to Palestine and
CAA-NRC to Wagf Act, the debates,
which began around 11.30 pm and
continued until 4 am, addressed both
local and national issues. The
candidates were given ten minutes
each to speak. Prior to the speeches, a

two-minute silence was held for the
victims of the Pahalgam terror attack.
ABVP’s presidential candidate, Shikha
Swaraj, referenced the attack, asking,
“To those who say terrorism has no
religion—were the victims not asked
their faith?”She positioned ABVP as
the “rising sun” of campus politics,
criticising the Left with the slogan:
“Andhera hai, raat hai... laal andhera

Park in Dwarka, while Rs 204 crore is
set aside for upgrading green spaces
across the city. Efforts to revive water
bodies and improve STP
infrastructure are also included.

The Dilli Gramodaya Abhiyan, aimed
at modernising newly urbanised
villages, gets Rs 357 crore. Projects
to manage storm water and improve
drainage infrastructure in Kirari,
Dwarka, and Rohini have received Rs

145 crore. In sports, Rs 250 crore has

been allocated for building new

complexes in Dwarka, Rohini, and

Narela, including a golf course.

Housing development continues, with

Rs 580 crore for ongoing projects, Rs

263 crore for TOD-compliant

apartments in Karkardooma, and Rs 35

crore for in-situ slum rehabilitation.

To sustain revenue, DDA will dispose of

land through licenses for new
commercial projects, including hotels,
hospitals, and sports complexes.
Conversion charges from leasehold to
freehold properties and pre-determined
rates have been increased by 10% for
the year.

chhantega.”

SFI candidate Chaudhary Tayyaba
Ahmad focused on Kashmir,
questioning the central government’s
handling of violence in the region.
She also criticised ABVP for
“harassing female students” and
called for the reinstatement of the
Gender Sensitization Committee
Against Sexual Harassment
(GSCASH) and an increase in funding
for labs and fellowships. NSUI’s
Pradeep Dhaka took a broader political
approach, connecting issues like the
farmers’ protests and the Adani
scandal, while AISA’s Nitish Kumar
emphasised JNU’s electoral integrity,
saying, “This is no mayoral election in
Chandigarh to be rigged. This is
INU!"The political alliances in the
election have shifted this year.

.On Tuesduy afternoon, five to six
terrorists opened fire on a group of
tourists in the Baisaran meadow,
which is around 5 kms from
Pahalgam. The meadow - also known
as 'mini Switzerland' - is accessible
only by foot or by horseback. The
Pahalgam carnage was one of the
deadliest civilian attacks in the
Kashmir Valley in recent years.

New Delhi.International flights, especially from
Delhi and other northern cities, will take a longer
time to reach their destinations and fares are also
likely to rise in the range of 8-12 per cent in the
near term, with Pakistan closing its airspace to
Indian airlines in retaliation for India's response
to a deadly Pahalgam terror attack in which 26
tourists lost their lives.

Airlines like Air India and IndiGo have issued
travel advisory for passengers and have warned
them of service disruptions following Pakistan
closing its airspace to Indian airlines.

Air India announced on X that due to newly
imposed restrictions on Pakistani airspace for all
Indian carriers, several of its flights to and from
North America, the UK, Europe, and the Middle
East may need to take longer, alternative routes,
Passengers are advised to expect potential delays
and plan accordingly.

“Due to the announced restriction of Pakistan
airspace for all Indian airlines, it is expected that
some Air India flights to or from North America,
UK, Europe, and Middle East will take an
alternative extended route. Air India regrets the
inconvenience caused to our passengers due to
this unforeseen airspace closure that is outside
our control. We would like to reiterate that at Air
India, the safety of our customers and crew
remains top priority,” Air India posted.Another
Indian airline, IndiGo, also issued a travel
advisory for their passengers.

“In view of the ongoing situation and Pakistan
airspace closure, a few international flight
schedules may be impacted. We're working to
minimise the inconvenience,” IndiGo posted on
X

Pakistan on Thursday closed its airspace to Indian-
owned or operated airlines in retaliation for
India's response to a deadly Pahalgam terror
attack in which 26 tourists lost their lives.

With this decision, the Pakistani airspace cannot
be used by India-registered aircraft as well as
planes owned or leased by Indian operators.

PAHALGAM TERRORATTACK

On Tuesday afternoon, five to six terrorists opened
fire on a group of tourists in the Baisaran
meadow, which is around 5 kms from Pahalgam.
The meadow - also known as 'mini Switzerland' -
is accessible only by foot or by horseback. The
Pahalgam carnage was one of the deadliest
civilian attacks in the Kashmir Valley in recent
years.The Resistance Front (TRF), an offshoot
of the Lashkar-e-Taiba, claimed responsibility
for the attack.

Eyewitnesses said the terrorists emerged from the
surrounding pine forests and fired at people
picnicking, riding ponies, or eating at food stalls.
Most of the victims were tourists, including two
foreigners from the UAE and Nepal, and two
locals.Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah called the attack "much larger than
anything we've seen directed at civilians in
recent years".

Amid tensions with Pakistan, what does
Indlu s Aakraman' exercise indicate?

in the recent past have shown these

.India's frontlme fighter
jets and IAF's top pilots

took part in a large-scale

military exercise amid

heightened tensions with

Pakistan. History has
ample proof to show

that such exercises have

preceded conflicts.

exercises to be indicators of
preparations for a broader
conflict. That the IAF deployed its
top-of-the-line fighter jets, the
Rafale, for the exercise, called
Aakraman (attack), and it involved
some of the force's best "top guns”
showed the magnitude and gravity
ofthedrill.

What is noteworthy is the timing of ©

the exercise, coming amid
heightened tensions between India
and Pakistan following the terror

attack in Pahalgam that left 26 tourists
dead. As part of the exercise, the IAF
pilots rehearsed high-intensity ground

New Delhi. As the survivors of the horrific
Pahalgam massacre picked up the pieces,
India's frontline fighter jets and its top
pilots took part in a large-scale military
exercise and the Navy demonstrated its
operational readiness amid heightened

While official

sources called it a routine drill, instances

tensions with Pakistan.

landscapes,

[AF's Su-30MKI squadrons.

strike operations across diverse
including mountainous
terrain. The extensive drill also involved

The massive scale of the operation could be
gauged by the fact that several assets of the
IAF were moved from multiple airbases,
including from the eastern side. The drills
also involved extended-range sorties and

precision bombing on distant targets,
usually intended for deep-strike missions.
The whole exercise was closely monitored

by senior IAF leadership.

Pakistani F-16 jet.

The IAF's offensive prowess was seen
during the Balakot airstrikes in the
aftermath of the Pulwama terror attack in
2019, where Mirage 2000 jets were
deployed to flatten terror launchpads
inside Pakistan. During the dogfight, the
IAF even shot down a more advanced

Since then, the IAF has been bolstered by the

addition of the Rafale, a 4.5
generation fighter aircraft. The S-
400 air defence system, capable
of neutralising aerial threats, is
also there in India's arsenal.

At the same time, the Navy's
guided-missile destroyer INS
Surat successfully test-fired a
medium-range surface-to-ait
missile in the Arabian Sea. Ii
came as Pakistan issued a
NOTAM to conduct a surface-to-
surface missile test in the Arabian
Sea.

The series of events have sparked panic in
Pakistan, which has put its forces on alert
and scrambled military aircraft to air bases
near the Union Territory. Screenshots on X
of flight tracking website Flightradar24
seem to show Pakistan Air Force (PAF)
aircraft departing from Karachi for bases
in the north near Lahore and Rawalpindi.

As the IAF's military drills sparked
speculation on social media, it pointed out
that it was a routine training exercise and
was held regularly.
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Trump To Offer Saudi Arabia
Over $100 Billion Arms
Package: Report

Washington.The United States is poised to offer Saudi
Arabia an arms package worth well over $100 billion,
six sources with direct knowledge of the issue told
Reuters, saying the proposal was being lined up for
announcement during U.S. President Donald
Trump's visit to the kingdom in May.

The offered package comes after the administration of
former President Joe Biden unsuccessfully tried to
finalize a defense pact with Riyadh as part of a broad
deal that envisioned Saudi Arabia normalizing ties
with Israel.The Biden proposal offered access to
more advanced U.S. weaponry in return for halting
Chinese arms purchases and restricting Beijing's
investment in the country. Reuters could not
establish if the Trump administration's proposal
includes similar requirements.The White House,
Pentagon and Saui government communications
office did not immediately respond to requests for
comment. In his first term, Trump celebrated
weapons sales to Saudi Arabia as good for U.S.
jobs.Lockheed Martin Corp could supply a range of
advanced weapons systems including C-130
transport aircraft, two of the sources said. One source
said Lockheed would also supply missiles and radars.

RTX Corp, formerly known as Raytheon Technologies,
is also expected to play a significant role in the
package, which will include supplies from other
major U.S. defense contractors such as Boeing Co,
Northrop Grumman Corp and General Atomics, said
four of the sources.All the sources declined to be
named due to the sensitivity of the matter.

Lockheed Martin, RTX, Northrop and General
Atomics declined to comment. Boeing did not
immediately respond to a request for comment.

Reuters could not immediately establish how many of
the deals on offer were new. Many have been in the
works for some time, two of the sources said. For
example, the kingdom first requested information
about General Atomics' drones in 2018, they said.
Over the past 12 months, a deal for $20 billion of
General Atomics' MQ-9B SeaGuardian-style drones
and other aircraft came into focus, according to one
of the sources.Several executives from defense
companies are considering traveling to the region as
apart of the delegation, three of the sources said.

The U.S. has long supplied Saudi Arabia with weapons.
In 2017, Trump proposed approximately $110
billion of sales to the kingdom.

Harvard Seeks To Sell $1
Billion In Private Equity
Stakes, Says Report

New York.Harvard University's endowment is in
advanced talks to sell private equity fund interests
totaling about $1 billion amid financial uncertainty
and President Donald Trump's threats to cut federal
funding, according to Bloomberg News on Thursday.

Trump has threatened to withhold federal funding from
colleges and universities over pro-Palestinian
campus protests against U.S. ally Israel's military
assault on Gaza, as well as a range of other issues,
such as climate initiatives, transgender policies and
diversity, equity and inclusion programs.

Harvard Management Company, which oversees the
largest endowment in U.S. higher education, is being
advised by Jefferies Financial Group to sell the
portfolio to private equity firm Lexington Partners,
the report added, citing sources familiar with the
matter.The terms of the deal, which might be in a
secondaries transaction, are not final and are subject
to change, according to the report.Harvard
Management, Jefferies and Lexington Partners did
not immediately respond to a Reuters request for
comment. Thursday's report comes after Harvard
University said earlier in the month that it plans to
borrow $750 million from Wall Street as part of
contingency measures. The Trump administration has
set conditions for Harvard to receive federal funds,
including a ban on protesters wearing masks and
other restrictions.Harvard has a $53 billion
endowment, the largest of any U.S. university.
Advocates, students and several faculty members had
called on university leadership to resist the
administration's demands.

US State Department
Spokesperson Shuns Pak
Journalist Over Pahalgam
Attack

Washington.US State Department spokesperson
Tammy Bruce shunned a Pakistani journalist's
questioning over India-Pakistan border tensions
following the terrorist attack in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam on April 22, which claimed the lives of 26
people while several others were injured.

When asked about the border tensions between India
and Pakistan during the press briefing on Thursday
(local time), Bruce responded, "I am not going to be
remarking on it. I appreciate this, and perhaps, we will
come back to you with another subject. I will say
nothing more on that situation. The President and the
Secretary have said things, as have the deputy
secretary; they have made their positions clear. I will
not continue with something of that manner." As many
as 26 people were killed in India, and several others
were injured after terrorists attacked tourists at
Baisaran meadow in Pahalgam on Tuesday. It was one
of the deadliest attacks in the valley since the 2019
Pulwama strike in which 40 CRPF jawans were
killed.While addressing a press briefing on Thursday
(local time), Bruce said that US President Donald
Trump and US Secretary of State Marco Rubio have
made clear that the US stands with India and strongly
condemns all forms of terrorism. She said that the US
prays for those who lost their lives in the attack and for
the recovery of the injured.
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" Will Say Nothing More™: US Spokesperson
Shuns Pak Journalist's Pahalgam Question

Washington.US State Department

Spokesperson Tammy Bruce on Friday
shunned a Pakistani journalist during a
press briefing for questioning her over
border tensions between India and Pakistan
following the Pahalgam terrorist attack in
Jammu and Kashmir. US President Donald
Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio
have made it clear that the US stands with
India and have strongly condemned all
forms of terrorism, she said. Follow Live
Update here"l am not going to be
remarking on it. I appreciate this, and
perhaps we will come back to you with
another subject. I will say nothing more on
that situation. The President and the
Secretary have said things, as have the
Deputy Secretary; they have made their
positions clear. I will not continue with
something of that manner," Ms Bruce
said.She said that the US prays for those
who lost their lives in the terror attack and
for the recovery of the injured.On the
terrorist attack in Pahalgam, she said, "As

Trump-themed burger joint

—

President Trump and Secretary Rubio have
made clear, the US stands with India,
strongly condemns all acts of terrorism. We
pray for the lives of those lost and pray for
the recovery of the injured and call for the
perpetrators of this heinous act to be
brought to justice."President Trump had

-

people, including tourists, at Baisaran, a
popular tourist spot in South Kashmir's
Pahalgam, known as "Mini
Switzerland".Addressing a public meeting
in Bihar's Madhubani yesterday, PM Modi
vowed that India will "identify, track, and
punish" every terrorist and their "backers"
involved in the Pahalgam carnage and
pursue the killers to the "ends of the earth".
"Friends, today from the soil of Bihar, I say to
the whole world India will identify, track,
and punish every terrorist and their backers.
We will pursue them to the ends of the earth.
India's spirit will never be broken by
terrorism," he added.In its first retaliation,
India announced punitive measures against
Pakistan, including suspending the Indus

called Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
offer condolences for the victims of the
terror attack. PM Modi thanked Trump for
his support and said India is determined to
bring perpetrators and backers of this
"cowardly and heinous terrorist attack" to
justice.On April 22, terrorists killed 26

draws crowds in Texas

Waters Treaty and downgrading diplomatic
ties. India on Thursday announced
revoking all visas issued to Pakistani
nationals from April 27 and advised Indian
nationals residing in Pakistan to return
home at the earliest amid tensions between
the two countries.

Al Can Help Save 122 Hours
A Year In Administrative

Tasks: Google

UPDATED. In a small Texas town
northwest of Houston, a Trump-
themed burger restaurant is
attracting crowds with its mix of
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right path,” she said,
referencing the
administration’s mass layoffs
of civil servants, tariffs

WORLD. A 49-year-old woman died

Authorities said Sanger plunged

According to the Associated Press,

political flair and fast food. One of
four such franchises in the state, the
Bellville location opened in 2020
and has become a weekend hotspot

for bikers, families, and supporters
of President Donald |
Trump.Cardboard cutouts of Trump,
2024 campaign banners, and shelves
of MAGA merchandise set the scene,
while the menu offers items like the
“Trump Burger” and the hefty two-
patty “Trump Tower,” priced at USD
16.99.Each burger bun is branded with
the name “Trump.” Also on the menu,
at least in jest, is a “Biden Burger,”
described as being made with stale
buns and old tomatoes, listed at USD
50.99 but marked “unavailable due to
cheating and inflation.”Despite the
heavy branding, the franchise is not
affiliated with the Trump Organization.
Still, it serves as a gathering place for

1

political conversation, and praise for
Trump’s return to the White House.

Many customers expressed support for
what they see as a productive start to
Trump's second term. 47-year-old
Jason Sullivan, who works in oil and
gas, applauded the administration’s
push to revive fossil fuel projects.

“Alot of developments that were shelved
under the previous administration are
now moving forward,” he said.

Kim Vanek, a 59-year-old retiree, also
praised Trump's fast pace in his first
100 days back in office. “He’s on the
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targeting foreign imports, and
a crackdown on undocumented
immigration. “You’re going to
see a lot of good things come
out of the next three years.”34-
year-old August Money, a
Republican working in health
care technology, criticized the

administration’s handling of tariffs and
its deportation policies. “The rollout
was chaotic, and the calculations didn’t
make much sense,” he said. He also
expressed concern about deportations
of alleged gang members without court
hearings. “That’s a dangerous and
slippery slope.”Located in Austin
County, where 80 percent of voters
backed Trump in the last election, the
Bellville eatery is a symbol of the
former president’s enduring
appeal—and the divisions that come
withit.

Massachusetts Mom Dies in 75-foot fall
at Purgatory Chasm during family hike

after falling off a cliff while hiking with
her children at Purgatory Chasm State
Reservation in Sutton, Massachusetts,
on Wednesday. The victim,
identified as Carolyn Sanger of
Topsfield, was on a family outing
when the accident occurred,
according to a press release by
the Sutton Police Department.

approximately 50 to 75 feet (15
to 23 meters) into the canyon.
The incident happened in a
rugged section of the park known
for its deep drops and
treacherous terrain. Despite the
quick response of medical
workers who happened to be
hiking nearby, Sanger died
immediately from the fall.

Sanger was hiking with three of her
four children and other family
members when the accident

occurred.Although the chasm trail
usually closes in winter because of
slippery and hazardous conditions,
state officials indicated Wednesday's

T\’

weather was not wet. The ground,
though, remains hazardous with steep
overhangs and unstable edges.

"There are paths above the chasm you
can follow, and hazardous overhangs if
you're walking out to the edge to peer

Carolyn Sanger, 49, died

after falling 75 feet while

hiking with her children at

Purgatory Chasm in

Massachusetts. The tragedy

highlights the dangers of

rugged trails and prompts

renewed safety warnings.

down," hiker Andy Spears explained
to WCVB-TV.The tragedy has
reignited conversations around hiking
safety, particularly in areas with cliffs
or exposed drop-offs. Officials are
urging hikers to exercise extreme
caution, especially when accompanied
by children.

Britain could gain 400 billion pounds
from Al-driven growth if it trained its
workforce, Google said.

London.Britain could gain 400 billion pounds ($533
billion) from Al-driven growth if it trained its
workforce, Google said, after a pilot scheme in the UK
showed workers could save more than 120 hours a year
by using Al in administrative tasks.Simple steps such as
giving workers permission to use Al and a few hours of
training to get them started could help double the
adoption of the new technology, and in turn boost
economic growth, Google said in a report on its pilot
scheme, published on Friday. The U.S. tech giant, which
developed the Gemini Al chatbot, said that according to
analysis by Public First, its partner in the scheme, two
thirds of workers - particularly older women from lower
socio-economic backgrounds - had never used
generative Al at work.Debbie Weinstein, Google's
Europe, Middle East and Africa president, said the Al
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Works pilots - conducted in a small business network,
educational trusts and a union - showed workers could
save on average 122 hours a year by using Al in
administrative tasks.But one barrier stopping some
from dipping a toe into the water was a concern that
using Al in their job was not legitimate nor fair."People
wanted 'permission to prompt', Weinstein said in an
interview. "'[s it okay for me to be doing this?' And so
giving them that reassurance was really important.”

Once they started, a few hours of Al training to build their
confidence resulted in them using the technology twice
as much, she said, and they were still using it several
months later.These simple interventions helped to
narrow the Al adoption gap amongst the participants in
the pilot studies, Google said in its Al Works report.

Before training, for example, only 17% of women aged
above 55 in its cohorts used Al weekly and only 9%
daily.

Rewrite the Rules': Trump Store sells 2028
hats, teasing third presidential term

Trump's new "Trump 2028"
hat, sold via his family's
online store, stirs
controversy by hinting at a
potential third term,
challenging constitutional
norms and energizing his

speculation — and controversy — over
Trump’s repeated hints at seeking a third
term in office.The future looks bright!
Rewrite the rules with the Trump 2028

high crown hat,” read the initial product |

description on the website before it was
later toned down. The revised listing now
calls it: “A statement piece... made in
America... your new go-to hat,” reports
New York Post. The hats are not being sold
by Trump’s official campaign but through
the Trump Organization, his family-run
business.A photo posted by the Trump
campaign’s Trump War Room account
showed Eric Trump proudly sporting the

he’s “not joking” about a possible third
term.“A lot of people want me to do it,” he

4

sneakers, and cologne, Trump’s
commercialization of political branding
has become a hallmark of his
movement. The new "Trump
2028" hat is just the latest item in
what critics say is a
merchandising blitz that
sometimes blurs the line between
satire and serious intent.
According to Axios, the Trump
campaign has leaned heavily on
thematic merch to energize its
base — with references to crypto
(“DOGE”), foreign policy
ambitions (“Gulf of America”),

political base.

—

WORLD. The Trump Organization’s online
store has launched a new $50 red cap boldly
embroidered with “Trump 2028, fueling

cap.The message behind the merchandise
appears to riff on the 22nd Amendment of
the US Constitution, which states
unequivocally:"No person shall be elected
to the office of the President more than
twice."However, in a March interview on
NBC's "Meet the Press" Trump said that

told the interviewer. “We have a long way

to go it’s very early in the
administration.”That statement came
shortly after he returned to the White House
for a second term following his 2024
election win.From “Make Greenland Great
Again” tees to Trump-branded Bibles,

and now, potential constitutional revisions.

Political analysts interpret the "Trump 2028’

hat not just as merchandise, but as a signal
to supporters who believe he could or
should challenge the presidential two-term
limit—a feat only achieved by Franklin D.
Roosevelt.
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NEWS BOX
Tennis legend Roger

Federer named honorary
starter for Le Mans

=

New Delhi.Tennis legend Roger Federer has
been named the official starter for the 93rd
edition of the 24 Hours of Le Mans, one of
the most iconic events in motorsport. The
race will take place on June 14,2025, at the
historic Sarthe circuit in northwest France,
where Federer will have the honour of
waving the flag to kick off the race at 4
p.m. local time.

Each year, the Automobile Club de 1'Ouest
(ACO) selects a prominent international
figure to begin the world-famous
endurance race. Last year, that privilege
went to French football icon Zinedine
Zidane. This year, it's Federer's turn to
bring his own touch of greatness to the start
line-a moment sure to blend sporting
excellence with emotional resonance."It
will be a tremendous privilege to welcome
Roger Federer as the official starter of the
24 Hours of Le Mans," said ACO President
Pierre Fillon. "His impact goes well
beyond tennis. Roger is not just a
champion, but a symbol of elegance,
humility, and resilience-qualities that
mirror the very spirit of Le Mans.”

Federer, who retired with 20 Grand Slam
titles and a record 310 weeks as world No.
1, was humbled by the invitation. “It's a
huge honour to be asked to start the 24
Hours of Le Mans, such an iconic and
demanding race.," he said. "I've always
been fascinated by the commitment,
precision, and resilience it takes to
compete here. To be part of something this
special is a remarkable experience."His
presence continues a long-standing Le
Mans tradition of inviting global cultural
and sports icons to open the race. With
Federer now part of that legacy,
excitement around this year's edition has
only grown.Recent races have seen Ferrari
dominate, while Swiss drivers like
Sbastien Buemi, Neel Jani, and Marcel
Fssler have all tasted victory at Le Mans-
further deepening the Swiss connection to
the event this year.

IPL 2025: Dewald Brevis
to make C(SK debut
against SRH? Stephen
Fleming reacts

New Delhi.Chennai Super Kings head coach
Stephen Fleming said that Dewald Brevis is
one of the players in consideration for
making his CSK debut against SRH on
Friday, April 25. Brevis, who went unsold
during the IPL 2025 auction, was roped in
by Chennai for the remainder of the season
as a replacement for the injured Gurjapneet
Singh.Brevis has played 10 matches in his
IPL career and scored 230 runs. Fleming
was asked if the South African could make
his debut on Friday, and the CSK coach
admitted that he is one of the options they're
considering.

Fleming said that there are some other players
who have been with the squad from the start
of the season and they will have to put out
the best team for the match against
Hyderabad. The CSK coach said that they
will need to look at the impact Brevis can
have on the game.

"He's one of the options that we'll look at.
We've got other players as well who have
been with us for the whole tournament.
Brevis is a good addition to the squad, but
we just have to manage what we think
would be the best team, given the players
that have been working away with us, and
also look at the impact that Brevis can have.
So that's part of the discussion," said
Fleming.'Low confidence reason for poor
form of middle-order.'

Speaking about the poor form of the middle
order, Fleming said that the players may be
low on confidence and they haven't been
able to convert the starts into big scores.
The CSK coach said that the batting hasn't
clicked this season."It's a mix of things -
maybe confidence is low. The IPL is tough.
Players are getting starts - 20s and 30s - but
we haven't converted those into big scores.
We're missing that one 75+ innings that sets
up the rest of the team. So the batting order
hasn't quite clicked, and we haven't had a
single performance worthy of our "honours
board" this year," said Fleming.

New Delhi. Former India cricketer Suresh

Arshad Nadeem competing in India out of

question:

wNeeraj Chopra issued a
statement clarifying that the
invitation to Arshad Nadeem for
the NC Classic event was
extended well before the
Pahalgam terror attack.

Expressing deep pain, Neeraj said

he and his family have been
deeply hurt by the wave of hate

and abuse they've faced since the

New Delhi. Two-time Olympic medallist
Neeraj Chopra has issued a clarification
addressing the recent controversy
surrounding the invitation extended to
Pakistani javelin thrower Arshad Nadeem
for the NC Classic event.Neeraj said that
the invitation was sent well before the
tragic terrorist attack in Pahalgam and

expressed deep anguish over the wave of

hate and abuse directed at him and his
family since then. "It has been incredibly
painful," he wrote, urging people to

understand the context and show
compassion.

Neeraj, who revealed that he and his family
have faced significant backlash over the
issue, stated that Arshad's participation is
now "completely out of the question”
following the terror attack in Pahalgam,
which claimed 26 lives and left several
others injured.

In his post, Neeraj Chopra said, "I am
usually a man of few words, but that
doesn't mean [ will stay silent when [ see
something wrong—especially when my
love for the country and the honour of my
family are being questioned."Chopra
shared that he has received an
overwhelming amount of hate and abuse

for inviting Arshad Nadeem to the Neeraj
Chopra Classic, and that his family has
been unfairly dragged into the
controversy.

"There has been so much talk about my
decision to invite Arshad Nadeem to
compete in the Neeraj Chopra Classic, and
most of it has been hate and abuse," Neeraj
said.Earlier this week, Neeraj Chopra
addressed a press conference where he
announced the initial list of participants
for the NC Classic and confirmed that the

event had been shifted from his home state
of Haryana to Bengaluru. He mentioned
that invitations had been extended to
several top javelin throwers, including
Paris Olympic silver medalist Arshad
Nadeem."Yes, I have spoken to Arshad
Nadeem.

He said he would discuss it with his coach
and confirm. But as of now, he hasn't
confirmed. Once the athletes confirm, I'll
be able to share the final list. Every top
athlete has been invited, and Arshad has
also been invited. (If he competes), it will
involve the government, so once
everything is confirmed, we will know the
final list," Neeraj Chopra had said in the
press conference.

Virat Kohli took early retirement from
T20Is, could have played till 2026: Raina

Raina believes that Virat Kohli retired
from T20 Internationals too early and
could have played until the 2026 T20
World Cup, which will be held in the
subcontinent. Raina made the remark
after Kohli produced a vintage knock of
70 off 42 balls against the Rajasthan
Royals at the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium on Thursday.Raina further
added that Kohli still had plenty left in
the tank and could have continued
contributing at the highest level.
Notably, Kohli ended his T20I career on

Sports.

ahighnote afterguiding Indiatoatitle winat  The 35-year-old delivered a match-winning

the 2024 T20 World Cup in Barbados.

"I still think that Virat Kohli retired early from

T20I cricket. He could have played until
2026, based on the rhythm with which he is
playing right now, and the rhythm during the
2025 Champions Trophy as well. The way
he has maintained his fitness, he looks like
he is at his peak still," Raina said on Star

performance in the final and bowed out with
125 T20Is to his name, scoring 4,188 runs at
an average of 48.69. His record includes one
century, 38 fifties, and a wealth of crucial
knocks that shaped India's T20 journey over
the years.

A true giant in World Cup history, Kohli

remains the leading run-scorer in T20 World

Cup history with 1,292 runs. He also
holds the record for most runs in a single
edition (319 in 2014) and most 50-plus
scores (15). Over the course of his career,
he featured in six T20 World Cups.

Cup title next year with a youthful squad,
the absence of stalwarts like Kohli, Rohit
Sharma, and Ravindra Jadeja will be
keenly felt.The Royal Challengers
Bengaluru opener produced a classy 70
against Rajasthan Royals on a
challenging pitch, moving from eighth to
second in the Orange Cap standings. With
five half-centuries and 392 runs in nine
matches, Kohli trails only Gujarat Titans’ Sai
Sudharsan, who has 417 runs in eight
games.In yet another record-breaking feat,
Kohli became the first player in IPL history
to score over 3,500 runs at a single
venue—the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium—further cementing his legendary
status in the game.

Disgrace: Danish Kaneria to Pakistan
Deputy PM over 'freedom fighters' remark

New Delhi. A day after calling out Pakistan

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif for his |

silence over the Pahalgam terror attack,

former Pakistan cricketer Danish Kaneria | .

has now slammed his nation’s deputy

Prime Minister Ishaq Dar for calling the |

terrorists ‘freedom fighters’. The

terrorists launched a deadly attack on a

popular tourist spot in Pahalgam on
Tuesday (April 22), killing 26 people. The
assault marked the deadliest in the
Kashmir Valley since the 2019 Pulwama
attack.

The Resistance Front (TRF), an affiliate of
the banned Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), has
claimed responsibility for the massacre.
The incident has received widespread
condemnation, with top leaders of the
world raising their voices against
terrorism.

However, much to everyone’s surprise,
Ishag Dar has bizarrely called them
‘freedom fighters’. The comment wasn’t
received well by Kaneria, who termed his
statement ‘disgraceful’ and stated that it
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was an open admission of harbourmg
terrorists.

When the Deputy Prime Minister of

Pakistan calls terrorists “freedom
fighters,” it’s not just a disgrace — it’s an
open admission of state-sponsored
terrorism,” wrote Kaneria on his X
account.

Speaking to reporters in Islamabad, Dar had
said, "Those who carried out attacks in
Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam district
on April 22 might be freedom fighters".
Earlier, Kaneria also called out the

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif's silence on
the matter and accused him of “sheltering
and nurturing terrorists.’The former
cricketer has been quite vocal about his
country’s government stance towards
terrorism and has openly criticised them
for protecting and sheltering them.

“l am not speaking against Pakistan or its
people. The Awam of Pakistan have
suffered the most at the hands of terrorism.
They deserve leadership that stands for

As India gears up to defend their T20 World 5

New Delhi.

Neeraj Chopra on row over invite

Arshad Nadeem later declined Neeraj

Chopra's invitation to participate in the
NC Classic javelin event, scheduled for
May 24 in Bengaluru. While Nadeem
shares a strong camaraderie with Neeraj
on the field, he cited a scheduling conflict
with his training for the upcoming Asian
Athletics Championships as the reason for
his absence. On Thursday night, the
organisers released the final list of
international participants, and Arshad's
name was notably absent.Addressing the
online hate, Neeraj clarified that his aim
was only to bring the best athletes to India.
He also called out people for questioning
his integrity and targeting his
family."They haven't even spared my
family.

The invitation | extended to Arshad was
from one athlete to another-nothing more,
nothing less. The aim of the NC Classic
was to bring the best athletes to India and
make our country a hub for world-class
sporting events. Invitations had gone out
on Monday, two days before the terrorist
attacks in Pahalgam. After everything that
has happened in the past 48 hours,
Arshad's presence at the NC Classic is
completely out of the question."

Sanjay Bangar backs CSK to
push SRH on last spot with
win in spin-friendly Chennai

Former India cricketer-turned
commentator Sanjay Bangar has backed
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) to beat
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) in Match 43 of
the Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL 2025).
Both CSK and SRH are reeling at the last two
spots on the points table with just two wins
from eight matches. Both teams started their
campaign with victories but failed to
continue their winning momentum as the
squad failed to perform collectively.Ahead
of their fixture, Sanjay Bangar feels Chennai
will easily roll over Hyderabad, given their
spin strength. He also mentioned how the
management is moving away from their
carlier pattern and is more focused on giving
chances to youngsters.

"I believe CSK will win against SRH. CSK’s

spin strength, backed by MSD. will be key,
and they’ll ensure there’s assistance for the
spinners. The team is evolving, moving away
from their earlier pattern with more focus on
youngsters. SRH, on the other hand, has been
inconsistent,” said Bangar on JioHotstar.

Both Chennai and Hyderabad are coming into

the fixtures having lost their previous games
against the Mumbai Indians (MI). CSK lost
to MI by nine wickets, while SRH lost both
of their last two fixtures against Mumbai.
Hence, both teams are carrying poor recent
form into the upcoming match.

peace, not one that shelters terrorists or CSK hold the edge over SRH in IPL h‘5‘°W~

stays silent when innocents are murdered. |
once wore Pakistan’s jersey with pride. |
gave my sweat and blood on the cricket
field.

But in the end, I was treated no differently
than the victims of the Pahalgam attack —
targeted simply for being Hindu. Shame on
those who justify terror. Shame on those
who protect killers. I stand with truth. 1
stand with humanity. And | believe the
people of Pakistan do too. Don’t mislead
them. Don’t stand with evil," wrote
Kaneria in another X post.

having beaten them 16 times out of the 2
matches played between the two lCdﬂ‘Ib
Moreover, the five-time champions hold a
clean record against Hyderabad at home,
having beaten them in all five matches
played at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai.

Hence, CSK are firm favourites to win the

upcoming game with history being in their
favour., However, SRH are capable of
springing a surprise as their explosive batting
lineup is capable of dismantling any bowling
attack on their day.

No More India vs Pakistan In World Cup Group Stage After
Pahalgam Terrorist Attack? Report Clalms “BCCL.."

The BCCI has also
made its stance clear
regarding playing
Pakistan on the
cricket field after the
Pahalgam terrorist
attack

New Delhi.In the aftermath of the Pahalgam

terrorist attack that claimed the lives of 26
people in Kashmir on April 22, the heinous
act has been condemned worldwide.
Reactions have strong from all quarters,
including sports organisations. Twenty six
people died as terrorists from a Lashkar-e-

Taiba offshoot opened fire on a group of
unsuspecting tourists in the scenic
meadows of Baisaran in Pahalgam,
resulting in one of the worst face-offs with
Pakistan. Cricket between the two
countries has also come under focus after
the Pahalgam terrorist attack.

India and Pakistan, for the last decade, have
been playing each other only in ICC
(International Cricket Council) and
continental cricket events. The last time
the two teams played a bilateral series
between themselves was in 2012-13. India
vs Pakistan cricket clashes always draw
huge crowd in any part of the world.
Almost always the two teams are drawn
together in the group stages of all ICC and
continental events to grab maximum
eyeballs. But after the Pahalgam terrorist
attack, some speculative reports claimed
that the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) has written to the ICC, so

g 1
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There is no big men's ICC event this year.
The Women's World Cup will be p]ayed in
India in September-October. Pakistan
have qualified for it and as per earlier
agreements, it will play its matches at a
neutral venue. Before that there is the
men's Asia Cup, where India are the
designated hosts. That tournament will
also be held at a neutral venue.

~  The BCCI has also made its stance clear

that India and Pakistan are not clubbed in
the same group in future global events (like
World Cup and the Champions Trophy).

A report in Cricbuzz, however, said it was

not the case. "A top BCCI office-bearer
also told that such a development is news
to him. The BCCI authorities are sensitive
to the prevailing national mood but as
things stand, there is no truth to the
speculation," itsaid.

regarding playing Pakistan on the cricket
field. "We are with the victims and we
condemn it. Whatever our government
will say, we will do. We don't play with
Pakistan in bilateral series because of the
government stand. And we will not play
with Pakistan in bilaterals going forward.
But when it comes to ICC event we play
due to ICC engagement. ICC is also aware
whatever is happening they will to it (sic),"
Rajeev Shukla, BCCI vice-president, told
Sports Tak.
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Ariit Taneja, Sriti Jha'’s Kaise Mujhe Tum

Mil Gaye to Air Final Episode on THIS
us rr a Date, Fans Get Emotional
rjit Taneja and Sriti Jha's romantic drama
Kaise Mujhe Tum Mil Gaye will soon go off
air. The show is all set to air its final episode
and it will premiere on May 11. Today, Arjit Taneja
has confirmed leaving all fans teary-eyed and

nostalgic. He even shared a series of photos from the

w T ld Sl-l ' 'T P ' F F - d P. ' set with Sriti Jha. Taking to his X handle, Arjit wrote,
“Last episode on the 11th of May ...

as 0 e s 00 retty Or rle a lnto s f?KaiseMu];heTumMilGaye." As soon as he ?fnadc
oq]e . [ *6)¢ the announcement, fans reacted. One of the fans

Role ln Sl“mdog M]lllonalre: Yeh Kya Hal? wrote, “We're going to miss this show so bad but as

heavy our hearts are that it’s ending, I'm so grateful

that it happened! This will forever be the best show

1 AN . . B . & Jer S . Anothe 3, “KMTMG will rul
&% Nushrrat Bharuccha was almost cast as Latika in Slumdog Millionaire i o e o bt

" bt was considered too pretty. She understood the decision after of you guys will be missed so very much, Arjit [ wish

AW AT X . . . it was not ending, but I am so grateful that no
AN Wﬂt(hlnﬂ The hlmr Whlth won emht Oscars. character was bug_;:hered for TRPngou guys have
N N ] . made an excellent show, and you should be so, so
i Nushrral Bharuccha almost debuted in Slumdog Millionaire. Yes, the | proud. #KaiseMujhe TumMilGaye is definitely for
' 2008 Oscar-winner could’ve had her in the role of Latika, the slum the history books," read another comment.
girl eventually played by Freida Pinto. But get this—she was told she = Sriti Jha and Arjit Taneja are paired opposite each

was too pretty for the part! In a recent chat with Bollywood Bubble, Nushrrat other in Kaise Mujhe Tum Mil Gaye. Sriti portrays
revealed that she was totally confused when the casting team broke the news. the character of Amruta and Arjit plays the role of

“When I was told this on the phone, I wasn’t understanding what it meant. But Virat. Kaise Mujhe Tum Mil Gaye premiered o
I said, ‘Okay,” because they’re people working at a different level and their nglrcmbe‘r 12,? Iast yeat ‘1?“' he}s]_lcn%aged vw\?cn:
thought is very different. Maine kaha theek hai hoga bhai kuch, kuch toh :rlmimlelnllig rllfalgn§|1::§ge?;c;\;]-, oehzsn.:g“(fjrgi\l}i(; ;i(f;
socha h_{)ga aapne (There must be somethmg therﬁg, they'musl have thougilt of different personalities in terms of their thoughts on

something). No problem, sure. But ya, it was a little difficult to hear ki yeh relationships. Interestingly, fans refer to Sriti and
Arjitas #AmVira on social media.

The Free Press Journal mentioned that Kaise Mujhe
Tum Mil Gaye TRP wasn’t great. In week 15, the

/..":,_.- show got TRP of 0.5 which quite less. Before Kaise
8 7 P Mujhe Tum Mil Gaye, both the actors had worked

I e ~ together in Kumkum Bhagya.
} 4 The show, which brought together two popular

television faces—Aujit and Sriti—for the first time,
struck a chord with viewers through its heartfelt
storytelling, strong chemistry between the leads,
and layered character arcs. From awkward first
meetings to intense emotional confrontations, Kaise
Mujhe Tum Mil Gaye offered a fresh take on love,
trust, and companionship.

Nani's Fan Approaches Him With A
Film Script At HIT 3 Kochi Event;
Here's What Happgned Next

kya hota hai, yeh kya hai (what kind of a reason is that)," she recalled.
Nushrrat said she understood why she wasn’t cast in Slumdog Millionaire

after watching the film. She said, “There was no way I'd have been able to

play that. Jo do chhoti bachchiyan bhi thi, aap logic hi nahi bitha sakte ki wo

grow kar ke ye banengi (you can’t find it logical that the two little girls

shown in the film would grow up to become me).”

bout Slumdog Millionaire

dog Millionaire is a 2008 British-Indian drama film directed by Danny

Boyle and based on the novel Q & A by Vikas Swarup. The story follows

~Jamal Malik, a young man from the slums of Mumbai, who becomes a
contestant on the Indian version of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?. As he
answers each question, the film takes viewers through flashbacks of his life,
showing how his experiences led him to the right answers. It went on to win
eight Academy Awards, including Best Picture and Best Director, and helped
launch the global careers of several of its cast members, including Freida
Pinto and Dev Patel.

S
= & & ' At HIT 3's Kochi press conference,
Nani received a script from a fan
and promised to read it,
encouraging the fan to follow his
passion. The video is going viral.
—

Husband Dr Sriram Nene Opens Up About N;“.?; il ek Lol

actor received a sweet surprise from a fan

\'Accidental' Fame: 'Everyone Wants A Selfie With Me' = it aic o i i

him and promised to read it on his way back. He

l. adhuri Dixit’s husband, Dr Sriram Nene, has  deal with this? Honestly, I want to have a conversation ‘?"50 encouraged h[m to follow his passon and
opened up about his newfound fame after  withthem, but it becomes challenging." imparted pearls of wisdom. The actor’s sweet

marrying one of Bollywood’s top actresses and In an earlier conversation with YouTuber Ranveer gesture is going viral on social media.Nani,

moving to India. Dr Nene said that while he was used to  Allahbadia, Dr Nene opened up about his fame and its accon'lpan,ied by l?is HIT 3 co-star Srinidhi S_hetty
treating celebrities in the US, he has become a celebrity ~ downsides. He said, “Sometimes, it gets me down... The atthe film’s Kochi event, politely requested h'? fan
by association in India and is often to come to the stage. “Do you have a synopsis?",

7§ the actor asked him. When he nodded in
affirmation, the fan walked up to the stage and
handed him a printed copy of his script, along with
alink to his YouTube short film.

Receiving it, Nani made a promise to the fan. He
said, “Today, on my way, I will read it. Or once |
get on the flight, I will spend some time. [ will
watch the YouTube short also. This is my job. This
is my responsibility —not for you, I'll do it for me."
The fan look overwhelmed and asked if he could
hug him. “Yes, of course," the actor said, without
any second thoughts.Nani then told him, “Good
luck, all the very best. Be with the same passion. |
can see your heart is beating fast. I can see your
love for cinema. If you continue this, if not for me,
someone will [okay your script]. You will reach
the place you want to reach." The video is winning
hearts for the volume of empathy and love Nani
has for his fans. Check it out here:

asked for selfies. Although he
feels like an impostor, he
acknowledges that this stardom
comes with responsibility.Dr
Nene told Dr Deepak Chopra,
“I'm the accidental Yankee in
King Arthur’s court, and the
incidental tourist, if you will. My
wife’s the famous one, I’'m just
here for the ride. But, other than
the impostor syndrome that all of
us face on the spectrum, it’s the
power of one to make a
difference in the lives of
many. Don’t ever (4
underestimate how
powerful each of youis.”
He added, “The idea of

using fame to other

:YJ
7

people’s benefit is what hardest part for me, and I'll be honest, I've never Nani takes on the baton fronl\"ishwa!( Scn?ndAdivi
we were thinking about. I was at UCLA, Itook  confessed this... My wife and I are independent, living Sesh, as he enters the HIT 3 franchise. Directed by
care of a lot of celebrities. This was even  peings. Sailesh Kolanu, HIT: The Third Case is being
before T was married. The only thing they And yet, sometimes, they just see me as her lesser half. 1 | Produced by Prashanti Tipireni under the banner
wanted was anonymity. They only wanted 10 joke about that, because she’s certainly the better half, of Wall Poster Cinema. The music for the film is
put their pants on one legat a time, andnotbe  ‘she’s the love of my life. Everyone I know should be | ¢omposed by Mickey J Meyer. The
addressed. Now I'm facing the opposite of  gijven respect, top to bottom. There is no ‘sir’ in my cinematographer is Sanu John Varghese, while
that. Everyone wants a selfie with me. How do I house, in my office, or anywhere." Karthika Srinivas is the editor.
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