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India must prepare
for Pak endgame

PAKISTAN Army Chief Gen Asim Munir’s dog
whistle while addressing the Overseas Pakistanis
Convention in Islamabad and the murder of 26
innocent tourists — overwhelmingly based on
their religious denomination — in Pahalgam,
Jammu & Kashmir, have a clear connection.

While addressing the conclave in the presence of
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, the
General said: “Our religion is different, our
customs are different, our traditions are different,
our thoughts are different, our ambitions are
different, that’s where the foundation of the two-
nation theory was laid. We are two nations, we are
not one nation.” Gen Munir also referred to the
founding Islamic principles of Pakistan, saying
that the country’s “basis was laid on the Kalima”
and that Kashmir was their jugular vein.

A week later, there is a massacre of people who are
the “others” in the above rant. This is not a mere
coincidence.Gen Munir essentially echoed what
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, ironically a non-practising
Muslim, had articulated on March 23, 1940, to the
Muslim League: “It is extremely difficult to
appreciate why our Hindu friends fail to
understand the real nature of Islam and Hinduism.
The Hindus and Muslims belong to two different
religious philosophies, social customs, and
literature[s]. They neither intermarry nor inter-
dine together, and indeed they belong to two
different civilisations which are based mainly on
conflicting ideas and conceptions...”

Pakistan’s history vis-a-vis India’s can be divided
into two distinct phases. The first from June 1947
to November 1971 is essentially the story of the
Partition and two wars over J&K in 1947 and
1965. The second is from December 1971 till now.
The dismemberment of Pakistan, with the eastern
part seceding due to the active intervention of
India, has left a permanent scar on the collective
psyche of the Pakistani military establishment.A
nation born on the basis of faith could not hold
together a linguistic group subscribing to the same
religion for even two-and-a-half decades. This
effectively blew the two-nation theory out of
water.Why did Gen Munir then drag out the
apparition of the fallacious two-nation theory that
was essentially repudiated by the creation of
Bangladesh in 19717 For that, unfortunately, still
remains the only ragged ideological, if not
philosophical, justification for the existence of the
remaining rump called Pakistan even today.

“The Bangladesh scar’ indelibly imprinted on the
institutional psyche of the Pakistani military
establishment has never healed and nor will it ever
be allowed to because that has become the
rationale for the military’s increasingly
disproportionate role in the national life of
Pakistan, especially since 1977, and its
extravagant claims on the fiscal resources of the
state.The creation of Bangladesh led to the Multan
Conference convened by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto on
January 20, 1972, where two decisions were taken.
The first was that Pakistan would acquire a nuclear
bomb by any means, even if it meant eating grass,
and the second to bleed “India with a thousand
cuts”.By 1980, Punjab became the first frontier of
the strategy to bleed India. It was upscaled by
Pakistan to J&K in 1989. The end of the Afghan
jihad in 1989 freed up militant capacity for
redeployment in J&K by the Pakistani deep state.

In the 2000s, the proxy war was exacerbated to the
pan-India level with an assault on the Indian
Parliament on December 13, 2001, the Kaluchak
massacre in May 2002, the Indian Institute of
Science (Bangalore) attack in December 2005, the
Mumbai train bombings in July 2006, the Mumbai
outrage in November 2008, the Pathankot airbase
attack in January 2016, the Uri terror strike in
September 2016, the Pulwama suicide bombing in
February 2019 and now the Pahalgam massacre.

The reason for recounting these major attacks over
the past 25 years across three NDA/BJP and two
UPA dispensations is that Pakistan has been
relentless in persecuting its proxy war against
India, irrespective of which party was in power in
New Delhi.Different political dispensations have
tried different ways of dealing with the problem
called Pakistan that is complicated by the nuclear
dynamics among India, Pakistan and China.

Pal’s renewed terror focus is a calculated shift

The decision to suspend the Indus Waters Treaty the first time in 65 years should convey India’s serious concern to the international community.

As condemnation of the dastardly Pahalgam terrorist attack
pours in from home and abroad, it is increasingly clear
that the target of the planners in Pakistan was to revive the
relevance of Pakistan in J&K, which has been
progressively lost since the abrogation of Article 370 in
August 2019.Pahalgam was not just another tragic
incident — it marked a strategic pivot in the terror
calculus across Jammu and Kashmir.The move from the
south of Pir Panjal back to the heart of the Kashmir Valley
raises serious questions about the motives behind this
renewed aggression and how India must respond. This
needs a full explanation and analysis.Fortunately, the
early return of the Prime Minister from Saudi Arabia and
the convening of the Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) with its clear and perceptive message has set the
ball rolling as far as the response is concerned; and to
respond we have to, it's a national need.Based upon the
emerging normalcy in Kashmir since 2019, made
possible by control on terrorist infiltration, neutralisation
of fresh recruitment, paralysis of overground worker
networks and dismantling of financial conduits, it has
become increasingly more difficult for Pakistan to
conduct effective sponsored terrorist strikes in the Valley.
These were reduced to the targeting of some migrant
labourers, off-duty police personnel or Territorial Army
personnel, with an aim of making news to remain
relevant.With some probing in the Pir Panjal South
(Poonch-Rajouri-Jammu belt), Pakistan discovered the
voids in security forces' deployment due to the vacation of
some areas by the army for the deployment of troops in
Ladakh. That is how, in 2023-24, the focus of operations
suddenly shifted to this area, with a series of terror strikes
by well-trained and suspected regular elements of the
Pakistan army mixed with terrorists.

The strike on the bus carrying pilgrims to the Mata Vaishno
Devi shrine on May 9, 2024 and the Machedi attack on the
22 Garhwal convoy on July 9, 2024 indicated the shift to
the Reasi and Jammu sector. Of late, the focus of
operations had shifted to Kathua to keep the proverbial
relevance active.The terror strike at Pahalgam was
probably planned, considering the sudden rush of tourists
to the Valley and the availability of the well-trained and
experienced terrorist group in the Pir Panjal area. No
infiltration of special terrorists was needed; all it required
was the movement of this group through the transit routes
available in the Warwan Valley to reach Kishtwar North.

One cannot be sure whether this was timed with General
Asim Munir's disgraceful speech to the Pakistani
diaspora, but the visit of US Vice-President JD Vance,
which too came at short notice, was almost god-sent for
the Pakistani deep state. In proxy terror operations by a
nation, it always looks for such moments which can
disturb the good times in the target nation. It's also an

IT is a cruel double whammy for Kashmiris in the wake

of the Pahalgam terror attack. Those residing in the
Valley are fearing losses due to a potential decline in

the tourist footfall, while students and traders based in |

states across the country are being subjected to
harassment and intimidation. Prominent J&K leaders
such as Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti and People’s Conference chief Sajad
Lone have expressed concern over the safety of
Kashmiris. The onus is on the Central and state
governments to crack down on divisive elements that
are using the massacr as a pretext to vilify and hound
Kashmiris.

Representatives of political parties, trade bodies and

socio-religious organisations based in Kashmir, along
with ordinary residents, have been unequivocal in their
condemnation of the killings. They have sent out a
clear message — “Not in our name” — telling the entire
nation that they have no sympathy for terrorists who are
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opportunity to use the headlines of that visit alongside the
headlines of a big terror attack to message the world on
the capability to disrupt and remain relevant to the area
that is being targeted.The Kashmir Valley's symbolism
and strategic optics hold greater international visibility
and emotional resonance for Pakistan than any other
location. Attacks in iconic locations like Pahalgam grab
more media traction — domestic and international.
Tourism in Kashmir was showing record growth — a
peaceful Valley undercuts Pakistan's propaganda. Attacks
aim to instill fear and reverse economic momentum. To
any common understanding, the dilution of economic
parameters in Kashmir should be negatively viewed by
the Kashmiri population; and it does happen that
way.However, it has always been Pakistan's mistaken
belief that the people of Kashmir will tolerate all this for
the love of Islam and the affinity with Pakistan. From
1948 to 1989, in every conflict, Pakistan's strategy
alluded to this belief. In fact, in 1965, during Operation
Gibraltar, the concept was an eventual uprising by the
Kashmiri population in support of the 'Razakars' who had
been infiltrated. It never happened. A miniscule minority,
further dwindling, may have supported the separatist
cause and remained misled for some years after 1989, but
itis all coming back to a fondness for India, with Pakistan
an anathema.There is a public demand for retribution for
the blood of innocent Indians. There are three things that

Threats to Kashmiris

(Centre, states must rein in divisive elements

disgracing Kashmir as well as Islam with their crimes
against humanity. As tempers are running high
nationwide, it is critical for political and religious

China’s conciliatory comments are purely cosmetic

.

are important for us as a nation.First, we cannot allow
ourselves to be impacted by Pakistan's proxy actions
which intended targeting normalcy and unity of India.
The aim and intent of this act has been crystal clear.
Hence, unity among all segments of India must remain
unaffected and special efforts towards that are a
must.Second, the security forces must endeavour to
restore the faith of the nation in their ability to secure
J&K, just like they have all these years. We cannot allow
the Amarnath yatra to get affected by the inherent fear that
may have been planted in the hearts of prospective
yatris.Third, and very important, is the fact that the CCS
met immediately after the Prime Minister's return and
took stock. The decisions taken are absolutely in line with
anyone who has an idea of conflict management. There is
nothing even remotely knee-jerk in the decisions.

The decision to suspend or hold in abeyance the Indus

Waters Treaty the first time in 65 years should convey
India's serious concern to the international community.
The effect may yet take time, but Pakistan, a water-
challenged country, cannot afford to have its waters cut
off.The other measures, such as the reduction of High
Commission staff and recall of defence attaches are
classic diplomatic measures. The revocation of any travel
at all through the Attari border will affect the common
man no doubt, but at times, the population too must be
pressured to put reverse pressure on its government.

leaders to provide a calming influence rather
than adding fuel to the fire.Rabble-rousers are
conveniently ignoring the fact that it was a
Kashmiri ponywala, Syed Adil Hussain Shah,
who sacrificed his life while trying to save
tourists from gun-toting terrorists. The
braveheart was shot dead when he was trying
to snatch a weapon from an assailant. His
selfless courage and heroism need to be
widely acknowledged and extolled in order to
dispel misconceptions about Kashmiris.
Blaming them for the cowardly terror attack
reeks of a communal agenda that can tear our
secular fabric to shreds. Remembering the
carnage of 1984 and 2002, when innocent
members of minority communities were
targeted in Delhi and Gujarat, respectively,
should serve to ensure that saner voices are not
drowned out by the incessant din this time.

The absence of warmth in India-China relations was evident in Xi Jinping not sending a message on the terrorist attack on innocent Indian tourists in Pahalgam.

IN recent months, China has been making seemingly
conciliatory comments in an apparent bid for free access
to India's market. Chinese President Xi Jinping sent
congratulatory messages to the Indian President and
Prime Minister on April 1, on the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations, which were

cosmetic. China's Ambassador to India recently spoke of

lowering tariffs to promote Indian exports to China, but
the obstacles also include China's non-tariff trade

consultation." It said this will be based on China and its
neighbs to India in the plethora of articles on China's

neighbourhood policy, revealing Beijing's singular

focus on economic interaction with India. Chinese
leaders have notably avoided any mention of the clashes
that took place between India and China in 2020 or the
tensions that continue along the 4,057-km Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

barriers and the thicket of China's confidential

regulations which selectively restrict (o

trade.Significantly, Xi Jinping's recent tour to
Vietnam, Malaysia and Cambodia from April 14 to
18, focussed on Asia and sought to highlight the
importance China gives to developing good ties with
neighbours. There was emphasis on promoting the |

"community with a shared future in the new eraasa ¥

new starting point", which was included in the [

individual joint statements.

The absence of warmth in India-Chna relations was
evident in Xi Jinping not sending a message on the
terrorist attack on innocent Indian tourists in
Pahalgam. Only the Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson and China's Ambassador to India
expressed condolences.

In fact, the Chinese Communist Party's official
newspaper People's Daily too did not publish any
report at least till April 24. It published that Pakistan
had expressed condolences. This is in stark contrast
to the messages pouring in from others, including the US
and Russian presidents.A People's Daily article
disclosed that the 'Central Conference on
Neighbourhood Diplomacy’, held on April 8-9 in
Beijing, for the first time "proposed an Asian security
model of sharing danger and security, seeking common
ground while reserving differences, and dialogue and

Meanwhile, reports show that China continues its military
build-up across the Line of Actual Control and is
constructing border defences, communication
infrastructure, airports, etc. On March 21, a Henan-
based Chinese think tank published an article captioned
'During the military reforms, the Tibet Military District,
Joint Logistics Support Force, and the Tibet Corps of the
Armed Police were all upgraded'. It cited a report

published by China's prestigious National Defense

University titled: 2024 Border Defense Construction

Research Report'. The report said the Tibet Military

District, the Joint Logistics Support Force and the Tibet

Corps of the Armed Police had been upgraded to

comprehensively enhance high-altitude combat

capabilities and that their overall combat effectiveness
of border defense had increased by 43.7 per cent. It said
that after the upgrade of the Tibet Military

District to a full Theatre command level, the Tibet

Military District had greater decision-making

power and resource allocation capabilities.It

disclosed that the upgraded Tibet Military

District now "oversees five high-altitude

mechanized brigades, two mountain brigades,

one special operations brigade, and multiple
support units, representing a 28.5% increase in
troop strength." A Special Operations Brigade
had been newly established and equipped with
the latest high-altitude special gear and high-
precision strike weapons. The report added that
there had been a qualitative leap in weapons and
equipment and new systems tailored for high-

altitude combat, including upgraded Type 15

light tanks, highland versions of the Z-20

helicopter and long-range rocket systems suited

for cold conditions. It said the Tibet Detachment

of the Joint Logistics Support Force was also

upgraded from a full division level to a deputy
corps level, and in early 2025, the upgraded detachment
increased its personnel by 1,200.

The article also revealed that the personnel strength of the
Tibet Corps of the Armed Police was increased by 32 per
centto adeputy corps level, overseeing six detachments,
which now cover all seven prefecture-level cities in
Tibet. It noted that by early 2025, the Corps had achieved

85 per cent modernisation, introduced a new highland
unmanned reconnaissance system, expanded border
patrol coverage by 3.7 times and greatly enhanced
control over border areas. Saying that shifting
geopolitics was the reason for the upgrade, it explained:
"Tibet borders several countries and serves as a crucial
defensive line in China's southwest. In recent years, the
surrounding region has seen increasingly complex
dynamics and new security challenges." With the
upgradation, "a multidimensional and comprehensive
border defense system has been formed — capable of
effectively responding to all kinds of security threats."

It quoted a routine Chinese Defence Ministry press
briefing of 2024, which stated: "Strengthening military
forces in the Tibet region is a necessary measure to
safeguard national sovereignty and territorial integrity."
It added that the upgradation of military forces in Tibet
sends a clear signal: China has both the resolve and
capacity to defend every inch of its southwestern border.
The report cited military analysts as noting that "China's
comprehensive military upgrade in Tibet indicates a
more proactive and assertive defensive posture in the
plateau border regions." The article also revealed that in
early 2025, China's Central Military Commission issued
special instructions for strengthening the military in
Tibet: "Further deepen reform achievements, enhance
joint combat capabilities of the three forces, and provide
strong guarantees for safeguarding national sovereignty,
security, and development interests."

It is apparent from China's official media reporting on
India and the developments along the LAC that the
conciliatory statements by Chinese leaders are only
intended to gain access to India's market. The tariff war
with the US makes it imperative for China to seek new
markets and India is the largest untapped market in the
Indo-Pacific.
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Indian Stocks Did Not
Correct More Than 2%
During Previous Indo-Pak
Tensions: Report

New Delhi: Indian stock markets have largely
remained stable during periods of military or
political tension with Pakistan, according to a new
analysis by Anand Rathi Research. The report
highlighted that, except during the Parliament
attack in 2001, Indian equities did not fall more than
2 per cent during such high-risk events.

It said "Except during the Parliament attack in 2001,
Indian equity markets did not correct more than 2%
during periods of high tension with Pakistan". The
only significant drop occurred after the Parliament
attack in 2001-02, when the market corrected
sharply. However, the report points out that this fall
was likely influenced more by global factors,
especially the 30 per cent decline in the U.S. S&P
500 index during the same period, rather than by the
India-Pakistan conflict alone.On average, Indian
stock markets corrected around 7 per cent during
major geopolitical events, with a median correction
of about 3 per cent. Even in a situation of major
escalation, the report suggests that the Nifty 50
index is unlikely to fall more than 5-10 per cent,
based on past data and current global risk
pricing.The research comes at a time when tensions
between India and Pakistan have increased
following a recent terrorist attack in Pahalgam. The
attack led to the tragic deaths of 26 civilian tourists
and has raised fears of possible military retaliation.
In light of this, Anand Rathi Research studied past
market behavior to give investors a better
understanding of potential market movements.

The analysis included four major India-Pakistan
confrontations since the Kargil War in 1999. It also
looked at 19 other wars or war-like situations
involving G20 nations over the past 25 years. For
each event, the study considered the performance of
stock market indices from the day before the
conflict began. In cases where conflicts lasted more
than a year or are still ongoing, the lowest market
point in the first six months was taken into account.
For shorter conflicts, the lowest point during the
event period was studied.

Gross direct tax kitty swells

16%, crosses Rs 27L crore
in Fy25

NEW DELHI. Gross direct tax collections rose
15.6% to top Rs 27 lakh crore during the last fiscal
year, while refunds went up 26% to an all-time high
of a little under Rs 4.8 lakh crore, provisional data
released by the finance ministry showed.

The provisional net direct tax collection, which was up
13.6% to just under Rs 22.3 lakh crore, was in line
with the target set for the 2024-25 financial year. The
provisional net direct tax collections are 100.8% of
the budget target and 99.5% of the revised estimate
presented in Feb.The tax numbers, both direct and
indirect, as well as the savings expected on the
expenditure front during the last financial year,
indicate that govt may end up closing the year with a
better-than-budgeted fiscal deficit. The revised
estimates presented by Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman pegged the fiscal deficit at
4.8% of GDP, asagainst the budget estimate 0f4.9%.

On a gross basis, income tax collections rose 17.6% to
Rs 13.7 lakh crore, while corporation tax mop-up
was 12.4% higher at Rs 12.7 lakh crore. The gap
between the two main sources of direct taxes
widened as aresult.

Housing.com reports surge in real
estate engagement with "housing
chat' feature

NEW DELHI. Housing.com has reported surge in
user engagement after launching its interactive
technology solution, ‘Housing Chat’, marking a
major leap in the Indian PropTech space.

The platform, which enables direct buyer-seller
conversations via chat, is now used by over 400,000
users and facilitates more than 1 million
engagement sessions per month — a massive
growth from just 20,000 users and 25,000 sessions a
year ago.With this innovation, Housing.com
remains the only player in the Indian real estate
market offering real-time chat-based interactions,
enhancing transparency, trust, and consumer
experience.“Buying or renting a home is a deeply
personal journey” said chief product officer Simon
Hope. “Our personalised chat feature is a key part of
making that journey seamless and user-centric.”

Echoing the sentiment, chief technology officer
Abhishekh Makkar added, “By integrating chat
capabilities, we have created an intuitive and
responsive platform that meets modern

Employment In India Grown Faster Than
Working-Age Population: World Bank Report

New Delhi. India is witnessing a positive
trend in job growth, according to the
latest World Bank report. Since the 2021-
22 fiscal year, employment in the country
has grown at a faster pace than the
working-age population, the report
highlighted. A significant aspect of this
growth is the rising participation of
women in the workforce."Employment
growth has outpaced the working-age
population since 2021-22. Employment
rates, especially among women, are
rising, and urban unemployment fell to
6.6 per cent in Q1 FY24/25, the lowest
since 2017-18," the World Bank report
said.aThe report also noted a sharp fall in
urban unemployment. In the first quarter
of the 2024-25 financial year, urban
unemployment dropped to 6.6 per cent--
the lowest level recorded since 2017-18.
Another major trend observed is the shift
in worker movement. For the first time
since 2018-19, more men are migrating
from rural areas to cities in search of

employment.At the same time, rural
women are increasingly taking up jobs in
agriculture, indicating a shift in
employment patterns across the country.
However, the report also flagged
Youth
unemployment stands at 13.3 per cent,
with the rate even higher among those

persisting challenges.

formal,

who have completed higher education--

29 per cent of them are still seeking jobs.
"Only 23 per cent of non-farm paid jobs are
and most agricultural
employment remains informal," the
World Bank report said. The report also
highlighted a rise in self-employment,
particularly among rural workers and

women. A growing number of
individuals are opting to work for
themselves rather than taking on regular
jobs.Despite the improvement in
female employment, disparities remain.
The female employment rate has
reached 31 per cent, but there are still
234 million more men than women in
paid jobs. "Despite a female
employment rate of 31 per cent, gender
disparities remain, with 234 million
more men in paid work," the World
Bank report said.

Addressing poverty, the report said that
the five most populous states--Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar, West

Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh--

accounted for 65 per cent of India's

extremely poor population in 2011-

12.While these states have contributed to

poverty reduction over time, in 2022-23,

they still housed 54 per cent of the

country's extreme poor and 51 per cent of
the multidimensional poor.

India Suspends Visas For Pakistani Nationals With  Lower EMIs! Indian Bank
Immediate Effect After Pahalgam Terror Attack

New Delhi. In the wake of the recent
terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam, India has suspended visa
services for Pakistani nationals with
immediate effect. The move comes
shortly after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi vowed to identify
and punish all those behind the
attack.India has taken a strong
step in the wake of the recent
Pahalgam terror attack by
revoking most visas issued to
Pakistani nationals. In a
statement, the Ministry of Home
Affairs said, "The Government of
India has revoked all existing |
Visas issued to Pakistani
nationals, except Long Term Visas,
Diplomatic and Official visas, with
immediate effect from 27th April
2025. Medical Visas issued to
Pakistani nationals will be valid only
till 29th April 2025."Meanwhile,
Union Home Secretary Govind

Mohan held a video conference with
state chief secretaries, directing them
to take necessary steps in light of the
new visa rules. The latest move by the
Ministry of Home Affairs signals a

major policy shift focused on
strengthening border security and
monitoring the presence of Pakistani
nationals in India after the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack that claimed 26
lives.The ministry has urged Indian
citizens to stay away from Pakistan,

stressing safety concerns in the current
situation. “Those Indian nationals
currently in Pakistan are also advised
to return to India at the earliest,” it
said. Authorities have also released
sketches of three Pakistani
terrorists—Asif Fauji, Suleman
Shah, and Abu Talha—along with
two local operatives from the
Valley, identified as Adil Guri and
Ahsan.In view of the seriousness
of the case, the Ministry of Home
Affairs is likely to hand over the
investigation to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) soon.
However, an official decision on
this is still awaited. As part of other
measures, India has suspended the
Indus Water Treaty and decided to
close the integrated check post at
Attari. India will also be withdrawing
its defence, navy, and air advisors from
the Indian High Commission in
Islamabad.

Alpha Wave Global, IHC seek CCI nod to
acquire minority stakes in Haldiram

New Delhi. Alpha Wave Global, and
IHC (International Holding
Company) have sought the
Competition Commission of India's
approval to acquire minority stakes in
Haldiram Snacks Food.Alpha Wave is
a global investment company and
United Arab Emirates-based IHC is
one of the world's largest investment
companies having a USD 250 billion
market valuation and listed on Abu
Dhabi Securities Exchange."The
proposed transaction entails the
acquisition of less than 10 per cent of
the issued and paid-up equity share
capital of the target (Haldiram Snacks
Food Pvt Ltd)," said a notice filed with
the Competition Commission of India
(CCI).The proposed combination,
classified as an acquisition of shares
and voting rights, falls under specific
clauses of the Competition Act, it
added.In its submission to the CCI,
Alpha Wave Ventures II LP and Alpha

Wave IHC CI, LP (acquirers) said that
the exact delineation of the relevant
market may be left open as the
proposed transaction does not give
rise to any competition law concerns,
irrespective of the manner in which
the markets are defined.However, for
the assessment of the proposed
transaction the relevant markets may
be considered either broadly -- as the
market for manufacturing and sale of
packaged food products in India -- or
more narrowly, segmented into
specific categories such as snacks,
sweets, ready-to-eat meals, and
bakery products, the notice said.Last
month, Haldiram Snacks Food, the
country's leading snack and food
brand, announced that it is selling its
stake to two new investors -- IHC and
Alpha Wave Global.The
announcement came a day after
Haldiram confirmed the acquisition of
a minority stake by Singapore-based

global investment firm
Temasek.According to industry
sources, IHC and Alpha Wave are
collectively acquiring a minority stake
of about 6 per cent stake in Haldiram
Snacks Food at a valuation of USD 10
billion (around Rs 85,000 crore),
which is considered to be the largest
for the Indian packaged food industry.

Earlier, the National Company Law

Tribunal had approved the process of
the merger of the two sides and other
regulatory approvals are
awaited.Established in 1937 as a retail
sweets and namkeen shop in Bikaner,
Rajasthan, by Ganga Bhishen
Agarwal, Haldiram products are sold
in over 80 countries.In 2022, it was
announced that the packaged snacks
businesses of Delhi-based Haldiram
Snacks and Nagpur-based Haldiram
Foods International would be first
demerged and then merged into an
entity named Haldiram Snacks Food.

reduces Home & Vehicle
Loan interest rates

Chennai. Indian Bank has reduced the interest
rates on home loans to 7.90 per cent and vehicle
loans to 8.25 percent, the public sector bank
announced on Friday. The bank slashed the loan
rates after the Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary
Policy Committee reduced the repo rate by 25
basis points to 6 percent on April 9, 2025. The
RBI had announced a similar short-term lending
rate cutin February.

After RBI’s announcement of MPC meeting
details, Finance Ministry stated, “The Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) unanimously decided
to reduce the policy repo rate by 25 basis points,
bringing it down to 6 per cent with immediate
effect. The repo rate is the rate at which the RBI
lends money to commercial banks.”In light of the
recent policy move by the Monetary Policy
Committee of the Reserve Bank of India, Indian
Bank has lowered its home loan interest rates
from the existing 8.15 per cent per annum to 7.90
per cent per annum and vehicle loan interest rates
from the existing 8.50 per cent to 8.25 per cent
per annum,” city-headquartered bank stated in a
press release.Indian Bank’s decision to cut the

Sonle

home and vehicle loan interest rates would
provide relief to borrowers by lowering EMIs
and promoting affordable access to credit.

The public sector lender will levy discounted
processing fees and zero documentation charges
on customers applying for loans.“In addition to
the reduced interest rates, Indian Bank is also
offering benefits such as discounted processing
fees and zero documentation charges. This
initiative reflects Indian Bank’s commitment to
providing its customers with accessible and user-
friendly financing options,” the statement added.

China plans more support for its
economy amid trade tensions

These additional steps could
include, extra government
spending (fiscal stimulus),

New Indian Express, China’s Finance
Ministry—through its latest public fund
expenditure report released last
week—revealed that a significant
portion of the annual budget has already

will likely grow in the second
quarter.China’s economy grew 5.4% in
the first quarter of 2025, which is solid.
However, some indicators show that
consumer and business demand at home

any lost sales abroad.Before COVID-
19, retail sales in China typically grew
8-9% each year. Officials hope to return
to that level by supporting consumer
demand.Since any new government

homebuyers’ expectations. Our focus has always
been on enhancing the consumer journey.”

been spent to support the economy and
stimulate domestic market activity.

spending must be approved by
China’s top lawmakers, a key

easier access to money and
loans (monetary easing), and
new efforts to boost consumer

spending.

CHENNAL. China is expected to unveil a
new round of stimulus
measures—including increased fiscal
support, targeted monetary easing, and
enhanced initiatives to boost consumer
spending—in an effort to strengthen the
foundation of'its economic growth.

Quoting several analysts, China Daily
reported on Friday that this likely policy
shift may coincide with a high-level
leadership meeting traditionally held at
the end of April to address key economic
priorities.As previously reported by The

This move comes in response to
weakening exports caused by the
ongoing tariff war with the United
States.According to China Daily's
Friday report, further government
support is expected soon, with new
economic stimulus measures likely to
be announced by the end of April.
These additional steps may include
increased government spending (fiscal
stimulus), easier access to credit and
loans (monetary easing), and enhanced
initiatives to boost consumer
demand.This announcement may come
during an important upcoming
leadership meeting focused on
economic policy. The meeting is seen as
a chance for leaders to respond to the
recent escalation in the US-China trade
conflict. Experts quoted in the report
believe that US tariffs are starting to
affect China's economy, and the effects

meeting of the National

People’s Congress Standing

Committee will take place soon,

and approval might be given

then.Even if the plan is
approved, officials will decide
later exactly how and when to
roll out the measures,
depending on how the economy
performs, says the news
report.Additionally, China’s
central bank is expected to cut the
reserve requirement ratio (making it
easier for banks to lend), and possibly
lower interest rates by June.

The country will also use targeted tools to
support exports, consumer spending,
and tech innovation. The media reports
also suggests that China plans to stay
focused on high-quality, sustainable
growth rather than taking drastic
measures.

As GenAl continues to reshape user interaction in the
digital space, Housing.com is expanding the
capabilities of 'Housing Chat' to include
multilingual support and deeper personalization,
ensuring inclusivity and relevance across India’s
diverse user base.The chat feature has become a
critical touchpoint for users engaged in buying,
selling, or renting properties, providing fast,
seamless, and disturbance-free interactions,
aligning with the demands of a digital-first
audience.Founded in 2012 and acquired by REA
India (formerly Elara Technologies) in 2017,
Housing.com is a premier full-stack PropTech
platform in India. It offers listings for a wide range
of property types including new homes, resale
properties, rentals, plots, commercial spaces, and
co-living accommodations.The platform also
delivers services like **virtual viewings, AR/VR
content, home loans, online rent agreements, and
end-to-end transaction support, through its Housing
Edge brand.

is still weak.Hence, the analysts expect a
significant stimulus package. Estimates
suggest it could be worth 1.5 to 2 trillion
yuan (roughly $206 to $275 billion)

A big part of this money may go toward
boosting consumer spending, not just
infrastructure investment.Since China
exports about $500 billion worth of
goods to the US every year, the
government wants to strengthen
domestic consumption to make up for
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Arogya Mandirs to hire salaried doctors with
fixed pay, replacing AAP's Mohalla Clinic model

NEW DELHI. The Centre’s Urban
Aarogya Mandirs, which is set to
replace Mohalla Clinics in the
capital, would comprise a staff of
salaried medical professionals
including doctors employed on a

basis.Unlike the

previous AAP government’s
model where doctors were paid on

Arogya

hire healthcare

professionals on a contractual
basis with fixed pay scales similar
to those under the National Rural

Health Mission (NRHM), said

to the

development.Officials said the
new health centres will not recruit
from existing hospitals, nor will
they follow the *daily-wage model’

New health
centres in
Delhi will
offer stable
employment
and relocate

contractual

a per-patient basis,

Mandirs will

to permanent

officials privy

government
facilities for

. previously in place. Instead,

lmproved dedicated recruitment will be held
for these positions.

care Work has already begun for

INU students’ polls see 5%
declme in Iurnout |

NEW DELHI. The Jawaharlal Nehru University
Students” Union (JNUSU) elections held on Friday
witnessed a turnout of 68.3%, a decline of 5% from the
turnout record previous year.In the 2024 students’ body
polls, the university saw 73% voting, the highest in the
past 12 years. However this year, out of the 7,906
registered votes, 5,400 were polled on Friday.The
polling was held in two sessions — between 9 am and |
pm and between 2.30 pm and 5.30 pm. The counting of
votes is scheduled to begin late on Friday night, and the
results are expected by April 28.

This year, 57% of total voters were male while 43% were
female votes. The contest is apparently intense and
sharply polarised, with new alliances redrawing old
battle lines on the JNU campus. The students’ union
polls this time witnessed major realignments with the
long-standing Left alliance getting splintered.

The All India Students Association (AISA) had allied with
Democratic Students’ Federation (DSF), while the
Students’ Federation of India (SFI) had joined hands
with the Birsa Ambedkar Phule Students™ Association
(BAPSA), All India Students” Federation (AISF), and
Progressive Students’ Association to form a bloc.The
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) had fielded
a full panel comprising Shikha Swaraj for president,
Nittu Goutham for vice-president, Kunal Rai for general
secretary, and Vaibhav Meena for joint secretary.

Polling began around 9 am at the 17 polling stations set up
across the campus at different centres of specialised
studies and continued till 6 pm.Supporters of different
outfits chanted slogans and touted their candidates as
students queued up to cast their votes at respective
booths. “Jai Bheem’, Bharat Mata Ki Jai’, and ‘Lal
Salam’ along with beats of drum rented the air as a large
number of students flocked the polling booths after 11
am.

No blanket ban on bail in
dowry death cases: Delhi H(

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High Court recently held that
while dowry death is a grave offence that deeply affects
the dignity and justice of domestic life, there is no
absolute bar on granting bail in such cases. “This court
remains fully conscious of the societal gravity and
enduring prevalence of dowry deaths. Such offences
strike at the foundations of dignity, equality, and justice
in domestic life,” Justice Sanjeev Narula said. The court
noted, while the Supreme Court in the Shabeen Ahmad
v State of UP stated that bail should not be granted
mechanically in dowry death cases, the verdict cannot
be taken to mean that bail must be denied in all cases
under Section 304B of the IPC. “Rather, the court
reaffirmed that bail decisions must rest on individual
facts and circumstances of each case, nature and weight
of evidence, and the overall context in which
allegations are situated,” the court said.

The remarks came while granting bail to a man accused
in dowry death of his wife. The woman had allegedly
suffered both physical and mental abuse at the hands of
her husband and his family. Her relatives claimed she
was forced to stay in a room without a door, also
alleging that dowry demands were made.The court
noted, at first glance, the material on record “lacked
specificity” required under Section 304B. “There is no
complaint by the deceased, her parents, or any other
relative during her lifetime alleging harassment or
demand for dowry,” the court said in its April 22 order.

provide sustainable and

operating in

establishing 80 Arogya Mandirs in
the first phase. These centres aim to

quality diagnostic and treatment
services.Existing mobhalla clinics
rented
accommodations or unsuitable
locations, like in vicinity of
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garbage sites, will be shut down and
relocated to permanent government
facilities such as those managed by
the Delhi Urban Shelter Theyemphasised that there will be no
Board.The
upcoming Arogya Mandirs will
also be developed solely on
government lands, such as primary

health centre plots.

In a parallel initiative, the
distribution of Ayushman
Bharat health cards for senior
citizens will commence soon,
officials added. The Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare's
online portal for applications
will go live on April 25."For
those preferring offline
assistance, ASHA workers will
conduct door-to-door visits to
help elderly citizens complete
applications and deliver the
cards directly to their homes.
Distribution is scheduled to
begin on April 28. If necessary,

hospitals will also facilitate card

delivery,” officials said.

need for elderly citizens to travel or
make arrangements to receive the
benefits of the Ayushman Bharat
scheme.

The Link Between A Student Visa To
Pakistan And Pahalgam Attack

New Delhi. Adil Ahmed Thoker, one of
the terrorists involved in the Pahalgam
massacre of April 22, which saw 26
people gunned down, went to Pakistan
in 2018 and returned six years later
with three to four terrorists, sources
said. Adil Ahmed Thokar, a native of
Gurre village in Bijbehara in

Anantnag district of Jammu and =

Kashmir, is believed to be one of the
principal architects of the terror
attack in Pahalgam's Baisaran.

From J&K Village to Pakistan

In 2018, Adil Ahmed Thoker left his
home in Gurre and travelled to
Pakistan on a student visa.
According to intelligence officials,
Thoker had already shown signs of
radicalisation before his departure.
Intelligence sources say he was in
contact with individuals linked to
banned terrorist organisations
operating from across the border, even
before leaving India.

Once in Pakistan, Thoker disappeared
from public view. He severed
communication with his family, and no
trace of his presence could be
established for nearly eight months.

Intelligence agencies monitoring his
digital footprint lost him. A parallel
surveillance operation focused on his
home in Bijbehara did not yield any
major breakthroughs either.
According to intelligence sources,

Thoker was undergoing ideological
and paramilitary training during this
time.

He came under the influence of handlers

associated with Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), the terrorist organisation based
in Pakistan.

Re-entry Into India

By late 2024, Adil Ahmed Thoker
resurfaced in intelligence assessments

- but this time inside India.According
to intelligence sources, Thoker crossed
the Line of Control (LoC) in October
2024 through the rugged and remote
Poonch-Rajouri sector. The terrain in
this area is notoriously difficult to
patrol, with steep hills, dense
forests and a border that has
historically been exploited for
illegal crossings.Thoker was
accompanied by a small group of
three to four individuals, one of
whom was a Pakistani national
identified as Hashim Musa,
another prime accused in the
Pahalgam terror attack also
known by his alias Suleman. It is
now believed that Thoker was
instrumental in facilitating
Musa's entry into Indian territory.
After crossing into Jammu and Kashmir,
Thoker avoided detection by staying
off grid and using forested and
mountainous routes. He was tracked
briefly in Kishtwar before making his
way to Anantnag, possibly through the
hilly belts of Tral or via interior tracks
used by terrorists in the past, sources
said.

Tahawwur Rana Not Cooperating,
Giving Evasive Replies: Mumbuai Police

New Delhi. Mumbai Police on
Saturday said that the key
conspirator of the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks, Tahawwur Rana was
not cooperating with the
investigating agencies and giving
evasive replies.The Crime Branch
of Mumbai Police has been
interrogating Rana in connection
with the terror attack that claimed
over 166 lives.A National
Investigation Agency (NIA) official
said that a team of the Mumbai Police
Crime Branch reached its Delhi office,
where Rana has been lodged.Mumbai
Police quizzed Rana for around eight
hours.The NIA was interrogating Rana
to know about the over three-year
groundwork and planning undertaken
by the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and

Pakistan spy agency Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) to execute the
Mumbai attack on November 26, 2008.
Rana is being asked about people whose
names cropped up in intercepted
conversations between the terrorists,

their handlers and some ISI
functionaries and Harkat-ul Jihadi
[slami (Hull) operatives including
Abdur Rehman Hashim Syed, Sajjid

Majid, lllyas Kashmiri and Zaki-ur-

Rehman Lakhvi.Notably, Rana, a

former Pakistan Army Medical

Corps officer, has expressed his

inability to recall issues related to

the 17-year-old attack.Rana is
accused of conspiring with David

Coleman Headley and operatives of

designated terrorist organisations,

the LeT and the Hull, along with

other Pakistan-based co-
conspirators, to carry out the
devastating terror attacks in Mumbai in
2008.

Rana, 64, a Canadian national of
Pakistani origin who had been residing
in Chicago, was extradited to India and
flown to New Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport on a special flight
from Los Angeles.

Delhi to block End-of-Life
Vehicles at borders: ANPR
cameras to enforce rule

~Number plates to be

scanned real time;
minister says move a
technology-led
intervention to improve

air quality

NEW DELHI. In a move to tackle vehicular

pollution at its source, the Delhi government
will soon install Automated Number Plate
Recognition (ANPR) cameras at all border
entry points to restrict the entry of End-of-Life
Vehicles (ELVs) into the city.

Announcing the initiative, Environment

Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa said the step is
part of a broader push under the state’s
upcoming Environment Action Plan 2025-26,
which will focus on technology-led, data-
driven interventions to improve air quality and
reduce emissions. “Through data, automation,
and inter-state communication, we are creating
a pollution shield around the capital,” Sirsa
said after a high-level meeting with officials
from the Environment and Transport
Departments, as well as the Delhi Traffic
Police.

The ANPR camera network will scan vehicle

number plates in real time, cross-check them
with the VAHAN database, and flag ELVs
attempting to enter Delhi. If identified, the
vehicle’s details will flash on LED screens at
the border, accompanied by a warning
message. Simultaneously, automated SMS and
WhatsApp alerts will be sent to the registered
owner, informing them of the violation and
possible penalties.

“This is more than just enforcement,” Sirsa said.

“It’s about protecting the health of our people.
The system will also build awareness among
transporters and vehicle owners in
neighbouring states.” he added. The cameras
will serve both as a surveillance and
educational tool. The Transport Department
has been directed to issue periodic alerts to
vehicle owners, particularly those nearing the
ELV threshold, to encourage timely
compliance. A 12-month SMS notification
calendar is being prepared to ensure sustained
inter-state outreach.

Officials said this initiative would be one of

several tech-based interventions in the
forthcoming Environment Action Plan. The
minister reviewed various components of the
plan at the meeting held at the Delhi
Secretariat, including measures to control
vehicular emissions, dust management, C&D
waste regulation, electric mobility promotion,
and Yamuna rejuvenation.

Departments including DPCC, MCD, NDMC,

DIB, and Delhi Traftic Police have been asked
to streamline their implementation schedules
and submit revised targets. Anti-smog guns
and water sprinklers are also scheduled to be
deployed across key pollution hotspots starting
June 1.A related report was carried by in its
April 23 edition,

Aviation Watchdog Advises Airlines On
Passenger Services Amld Alspuce Closure

;,.Paklstan has closed its

Indian cities, including Delhi.

hours for their international flights,
especially those flying out from north

mail alerts, 1t added.According to
DGCA, airlines must ensure that
catering uplift is revised based on

airspace for Indian
airlines, resulting in

longer flying hours for
their international
flights, especially those
flying out from north
Indian cities, including
Delhi.

New Delhi. Aviation watchdog DGCA on

Saturday issued an advisory to airlines on
providing proper communication and in-
flight catering services to passengers as
international flights are having longer
flying time due to the Pakistan airspace
closure.Pakistan has closed its airspace for
Indian airlines. resulting in longer flying

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has issued an advisory on
passenger handling measures in view of
airspace restrictions resulting in extended
flight durations and technical stops.The
advisory focuses on five main areas --
pre-flight passenger communication, in-
flight catering and comfort, medical
preparedness and alternate aerodromes,
customer service and support readiness,
and intra-departmental coordination.

DGCA said that due to recent developments
involving international airspace closures
and overflight restrictions,
operations have been impacted. There are
significant rerouting of international and
regional flights, increased block times
compared to scheduled durations, and
possibility of technical halts enroute for
operational or fuel requirements.

Generally, block time refers to the duration

of a flight from the origin to the
destination.Airlines have to ensure that all

B

passengers are proactively informed about
the change in routing due to airspace
restrictions and revised total expected
travel time (departure to arrival), the
regulator said,

airline  Also, the possibility of a technical stop at an

intermediate airport should be informed to
the passengers.

According to the watchdog, carriers have to
clarify to the passengers that the technical
stop is operational in nature and that they
will generally remain onboard during such
stops.The information must be
communicated at check-in, boarding
gates, and where feasible, through SMS/e-

actual expected block time (including
technical halt) so that adequate meals
and beverages are available for the full
duration.

Among others, carriers need to make
sure that there are sufficient medical
kits and first aid resources.On the
customer service side, DGCA said that
airlines should brief call

center/reservations teams on likely delays
and schedule disruptions as well as
establish processes for managing missed
onward connections and delay-related
assistance.Amid escalating tensions
between India and Pakistan in the wake of
the Pahalgam terror attack that killed at
least 26 people, Pakistan on Thursday
barred Indian airlines from using its
airspace.On Friday, IndiGo said that
around 50 international routes operated by
it will require longer sectors and hence
may be subject to some schedule
adjustments.
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Pakistan Seeks
International Probe Of

Pahalgam Attack That Killed
26: Report

WORLD. Pakistan believes an international
investigation is needed into the killing of 26 men ata
tourist spot in Indian Kashmir this week and is
willing to work with international investigators, the
New York Times reported on Friday, quoting
Pakistani Defence Minister Khawaja Muhammad
Asif.Asif told the newspaper in an interview that
Pakistan was "ready to cooperate" with "any
investigation which is conducted by international
inspectors."India has said there were Pakistani
elements to the attack on Tuesday, but Islamabad has
denied any involvement. The two countries both
claim the mountainous region but each controls only
part of it.Since the attack, the nuclear-armed nations
have unleashed a raft of measures against each other,
with India putting the critical Indus Waters Treaty in
abeyance and Pakistan closing its airspace to Indian
airlines.

Asif told the newspaper that India had used the
aftermath of the terrorist attack as a pretext to
suspend the water treaty and for domestic political
purposes.India, was taking steps to punish Pakistan
"without any proof, without any investigation," he
added."We do not want this war to flare up, because
flaring up of this war can cause disaster for this
region," Asif'told the newspaper.Kashmir Resistance
has claimed responsibility for the attack in a social
media message.Indian security agencies say Kashmr
Resistance, also known as The Resistance Front, is a
front for Pakistan-based terrorist organisations such
as Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizbul Mujahideen.Asif
disputed that allegation in the interview. He said
Lashkar-e-Taiba was "defunct" and had no ability to
plan or conduct attacks from Pakistan-controlled
territory."They don't have any setup in Pakistan," he
said, according to the newspaper."Those people,
whatever is left of them, they are contained. Some of
them are under house arrest, some of them are in
custody. They are not at all active," the official said.

TikTok Astrologer, 21,
Arrested For Causing Panic
By Predicting New Myanmar
Earthquake

WORLD. A 2l-year-old Myanmar astrologer was
arrested after his TikTok video warning of another
major earthquake triggered public panic. According
to the BBC, the astrologer, identified as John Moe
The, posted his prediction on April 9, just two weeks
after a 7.7 magnitude earthquake killed 3,500 people
and destroyed historic temples in the Southeast Asian
country. He warned that an earthquake would "hit
every city in Myanmar" on April 21. He also urged
people to evacuate buildings during tremors and "take
important things with you and run away from
buildings during the shaking". The caption of the
video, which got more than 3 million views, further
warned, "People should not stay in tall buildings
during the day."The 21-year-old astrology content
creator was arrested on Tuesday for making "false
statements with the intention of causing public panic",
Myanmar's information ministry said, per the BBC.
Experts have since reiterated that earthquakes cannot
be predicted, given the complex factors involved in
such disasters. However, before his arrest, the
astrologer's prediction had already triggered a panic
among residents. A Yongon resident reportedly said
that many in her neighbourhood believed the video
and chose to camp outdoors rather than stay in their
homes on April 21 - the day John Moe The said the
earthquake would happen. According to the BBC,
John Moe The was arrested during a raid on his home
in Sagaing, central Myanmar. His TikTok account,
which had more than 300,000 followers, has since
vanished from the platform. His controversial
predictions included claims about future American
airstrikes and the potential release of ousted leader
Aung San Suu Kyi.

UN Security Council calls
J&K attack 'reprehensible’,
seeks action on sponsors

WORLD. The UN Security Council has condemned in
the strongest terms the terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam, underlining the need to hold the
perpetrators, organisers and the sponsors of "this
reprehensible act of terrorism" accountable and bring
them to justice.The 15-nation UN Security Council
(UNSC) issued a press statement on Friday in which it
reaffirmed that terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations constituted one of the most serious
threats to international peace and security."The
members of the Security Council condemned in the
strongest terms the terrorist attack in Jammu and
Kashmir on April 22, during which at least 26 people
were killed and many more injured," it said in the
press statement.A press statement is a declaration to
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"Worsening Climate Of Fear" For Pak
Minorities: US Religious Freedom Body

New York.Finding "a worsening religious
and political climate of fear, intolerance,
and violence" for minorities in Pakistan,
the US Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) has asked
President Donald Trump's administration
to take strong measures against the Islamic
Republiclt urged the US government to
impose sanctions on Pakistani officials and
agencies responsible for the "serious
violations of religious freedoms" in that
country, freezing their assets and barring

them from entering the US.

"Religious minority communities --
particularly Christians, Hindus, and Shia
and Ahmadiyya Muslims -- continued to
bear the brunt of persecution and
prosecutions under Pakistan's strict
blasphemy law and to suffer violence from
both the police and mobs," the religious

freedom body said in its annual report.

"Those responsible for such violence rarely
faced legal consequences," it said.To
counter these recurring developments, the
commission asked the government to

violations of religious freedom."

designation asa CPC.

the need to maintain a

minorities in Pakistan are protected.

"redesignate Pakistan as a 'country of
particular concern (CPC)." for its
"systematic, ongoing, and egregious

It urged the government to lift the existing
waiver for Pakistan so that it can take the
legally mandated actions due to its

The State Department has in the past issued
Islamabad waivers citing what it stated was

"constructive
relationship for broader strategic goals."

The USCIRF found that the blasphemy laws
were responsible for much of the violence
against minorities and suggested several
steps the US should take to ensure

"Accusations of blasphemy and subsequent
mob violence continued to severely impact
religious minority communities," it said.

It asked the US government to "enter into a
binding agreement with the Pakistani
government" to protect minorities that
would require Islamabad to repeal
blasphemy laws and release prisoners held

under the blasphemy laws or for their
religious beliefs.Till the laws are repealed,
according to the USCIRF, the accused
should be eligible for bail, and those
making false accusations should be
prosecuted under the country's penal code.
Pakistan should also be made to hold
"accountable individuals who incite or
participate in vigilante violence, targeted

Video: Pak official makes throat-slitting
gesture at Indian protesters in London

1

WORLD. A senior Pakistan Army
official added fuel to the fire by making
a throat-slitting gesture at hundreds of
protesters gathered outside the
Pakistan High Commission in London,
who were peacefully protesting against
the terror attack in Pahalgam.Holding
celebrated Indian Airforce Group
Captain Abhinandan Varthaman's
poster, the senior official mocked

Indians protesting against the killing of
26 tourists by Pakistani-backed
terrorists on Tuesday - drawing ire from
netizens, with many calling the act
"sick," "disgusting" and a "stark
reminder of the lack of civility among
Pakistan's military and diplomatic
figures."Abhinandan was captured by
the Pakistani Army after his jet crashed
in a village in 2019. He was released

two days later.Video clippings of the
Pakistani official's throat-slitting
gesture went viral today morning,
barely a week after the terror incident.
Several social media users identified
the official in the video as Taimur Rahat,
Defence Attache at Pakistan High
Commission.More than 500 members
from the Indian and Jewish
communities were outside the Pakistan
High Commission in London, raising
voices against the brutal killings."We
support India because we face the same
enemy: Islamist radicalisation. What
happened in Pahalgam reminded us of
the Hamas attack on Israel," an Indo-
Jewish protester, who was present at
the protest site, told news agency
ANIL.The attack drew widespread
condemnation across the globe.
According to survivors and
eyewitnesses, the terrorists had singled
out Hindu male tourists and shot them
dead.Condemning the alleged action,
Delhi Minister Manjinder Singh
warned Pakistan to "save your necks
first."

Virginia Giuffre, Accuser In Jeffrey
Epstein Case, Dies By Suicide

Canberra. Virginia Giuffre, a central
figure in the efforts to expose Jeffrey
Epstein’s network of abuse and
trafficking, has died by suicide at the
age of 41. Her passing was
confirmed by her family on
Friday, who said she died in
Neergabby, Australia.

Giuffre was widely recognised for
her bravery in coming forward
with allegations that not only
implicated Epstein but also
powerful individuals within his
orbit. Over the years, she
became a leading advocate for
survivors of sexual abuse and
trafficking, using her voice to push for
accountability and justice. Born and
raised in Florida, Giuffre faced trauma
from a young age, including sexual
abuse by a family acquaintance.These
early experiences led to instability in
her teenage years, eventually resulting

in her becoming homeless. It was
during this vulnerable period that she
encountered Ghislaine Maxwell,
Epstein’s longtime associate, who

allegedly groomed her for
exploitation.Between 1999 and 2002,
Giuffre was allegedly trafficked by
Epstein to several high-profile
individuals. Among those she named
were Britain's Prince Andrew and
French modelling agent Jean-Luc

Brunel, both of whom have denied any
wrongdoing.Giuffre's detailed
testimony and persistent advocacy
played a pivotal role in the legal
proceedings that culminated in
the 2021 conviction of Ghislaine
Maxwell for sex trafficking and
other related crimes. Maxwell is
currently serving a prison
sentence for recruiting and
grooming underage girls for
Epstein.Epstein, who faced
numerous charges of sex
trafficking, died in jail in 2019 in
what was officially ruled a
suicide. In a statement, Giuffre's
family remembered her as “a
fierce warrior in the fight against
sexual abuse and sex trafficking.” They
also acknowledged the emotional toll
her experiences had taken, stating that
“the burden became too heavy for her
tobear.”

killings, forced conversion, and other
religiously based crimes," it said.

Citing a report by a United Nations expert
group, the USCIRF said that there was a
'worsening pattern of forced conversions
among Pakistan's minority Christian and
Hindu women and girls."The experts found
that "local authorities often dismiss forced
marriages.

Strong Message From UN
Security Council After
Pahalgam Terror Attack

United Nations.The UNSC has "condemned in the

strongest terms" the terrorist attack in Jammu and
Kashmir, stressing that those responsible should be held
accountable and the organisers and sponsors of this
"reprehensible act of terrorism" should be brought to
justice.The 15-nation Council issued a Press Statement
on 'terrorist attack in Jammu and Kashmir' in which the
members "condemned in the strongest terms the
terrorist attack in Jammu and Kashmir" on April 22,
during which at least 26 people were killed and many
more injured."The members of the Security Council
underlined the need to hold perpetrators, organisers,
financiers and sponsors of this reprehensible act of
terrorism accountable and bring them to justice," the
press statement said."They stressed that those
responsible for these killings should be held
accountable, and urged all States, in accordance with
their obligations under international law and relevant
Security Council resolutions, to cooperate actively with
allrelevant authorities in this regard," it said.

A press statement is a declaration to the media made by

the President of the Security Council on behalf of all 15
Members.France is President of the Council for the
month of April and the press statement was issued by
Council President Permanent Representative of France
to the UN Ambassador Jerome Bonnafont.

It is learnt that the US had floated the draft statement,

which was then discussed by Council members.

Pakistan currently sits in the UN Security Council as a

non-permanent member. A press statement requires
agreement from all Council members and is a
negotiated text.The members of the Security Council
expressed their deepest sympathy and condolences to
the families of the victims and to the Government of
India and the Government of Nepal, and wished a
speedy and full recovery to those who were injured. In
the April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam, 25 Indians and
one Nepali citizen were killed. The victims were mostly
tourists from all across India.The UNSC members
reaffirmed that terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations constitutes one of the most serious
threats to international peace and security. They
reiterated that any acts of terrorism are criminal and
unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation, wherever,
whenever and by whomever committed.They
reaffirmed the need for all States to combat by all means,
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and other obligations under international law, including
international human rights law, international refugee
law and international humanitarian law, threats to
international peace and security caused by terrorist acts.

Meanwhile, Stephane Dujarric, Spokesman for

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, responding to a
question on the situation between India and Pakistan at
the daily press briefing Friday, said that "we continue to
follow the situation with very deep concern".And we, of
course, reiterate our condemnation of the attacks in
Jammu and Kashmir, which, as you know, killed about
26 civilians. And we again urge both the Government of
India and the Government of Pakistan to exercise
maximum restraint to ensure the situation does not
deteriorate further."

Kim Jong-un unveils 5,000-tonne
'multipurpose destroyer warship

Kim Jong-un launched a

and technology," Jo Chun Ryong, a

secretary in the ruling Workers' Party,
was quoted as saying.Kim, in a speech

our country is very serious
right now," the leader was
quoted as saying.He also

5,000-tonne destroyer
equipped with advanced

thanked the workers and
technicians for building the
new destroyer, which was "true
to the party's line of
strengthening the naval
forces," according to
KCNA Kim also said that the
United States was deploying
strategic assets in the Korean
Peninsula on a regular
basis.The B-1B was used in a joint military
drill between South Korea and the US
earlier this month alongside fighter jets,
according to Seoul's defence ministry.B-1B
bombers have featured regularly in joint
military exercises in recent years. North
Korea has long condemned the drills as a
rehearsal for war. Seoul says they are
purely defensive.

from the launch reported by KCNA, said
the warship would be handed over to the
navy and go into service early next year.
STORIES YOU MAY LIKE _
Lost Rs 1 lakh on tickets: Indian woman
married to Pakistani on deadline to leave

weapons, calling it a key
As Pak sweats over India action, its citizens [

Step n S"enqthenmq have a field day mocking themselves v _
North Koreu's navy Why Pak army chief Asim Munir is

desperate for amini-war with India

l— The launch took place on Friday at the

) military shipbuilding dockyard of

SEOUL North Korean leader Kim Jong-un Nampho, and marked a new era of the

attended a ceremony for the launch of @ oreat Kim Jong Un-style fleet building,"

"new multipurpose destroyer," state media  KNA said quoting Vice-Admiral Pak

KCNA reported on Saturday.The 5,000-  g\wang Sop. The ship was graded as the
tonne warship was equipped with the "most

. S "Choe Hyon-class" named after anti-
powerful weapons” and built "within 400~ ynanege revolutionary fighter Choe Hyon,
odd days perfectly with our own strength

the report added.Earlier this month,

the media made by the UNSC president on behalf of
all 15 members. Pakistan currently sits in the UNSC
as anon-permanent member.

The UNSC members expressed their deepest sympathy
and condolences to the families of the victims and the
governments of India and Nepal, and wished a speedy
and full recovery to the injured.

They also underlined the need to hold the perpetrators,
organisers, financiers and the sponsors of "this
reprehensible act of terrorism" accountable and bring
them to justice.The UNSC stressed that those
responsible for the killings should be held
accountable and urged all States, in accordance with
their obligations under international law and relevant
Security Council resolutions, to cooperate actively
with all relevant authorities in this regard.The
members reiterated that any acts of terrorism were
criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of their
motivation, wherever, whenever and by whomsoever
committed.

Reuters reported that North Korea's new
class of warship was able to accommodate
dozens of vertical launch cells to carry
missiles its military has already developed,
citing analysis of a satellite image.Kim also
said strong pre-emptive attack capabilities
were the most "convincing war deterrent”
and that there was no limit to the scope of
such attacks."The security environment of
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(SK need to build for
future, with only 5 games
left in IPL 2025: Anil
Kumble

New Delhi. Chennai Super Kings are all but

out of the playoffs race, and it is about time

that they started figuring out their
personnel for the next season, said former

India captain Anil Kumble. Speaking after

CSK's loss at home against SunRisers

Hyderabad, Kumble said that CSK only

have 5 matches left in the tournament and

they needed to start planning for their
future.Nothing has gone right for CSK in
the ongoing edition of the tournament.

After winning their first game of the

season against Mumbai Indians, CSK have

lost 7 out of their next 8 games and are
firmly placed at the bottom of the points
table.All experienced players at CSK have
failed to inspire the side to a win this
season, and that has resulted in the poor run
for the side in IPL 2025. The likes of

Shivam Dube, Ravindra Jadeja, and R.

Ashwin have not been able to perform at

their potential.Speaking on JioStar after

the match, Kumble said that Rachin

Ravindra was a fine young talent and the

inclusions of Dewald Brevis and Ayush

Mhatre have been a positive for the

franchise this season. Brevis played his

first match against SRH on Friday, April

25, and scored an impressive 42 off 25

balls before getting dismissed by a

sensational catch from Kamindu

Mendis."Rachin Ravindra is a fantastic

young talent, but in this format, he seems

rushed—perhaps number three would’ve
suited him better. The middle order lacked
power outside of Shivam Dube. With

Brevis and Mhatre now getting games,

that’s a positive," Kumble said.

"But they need to start thinking beyond
Pathirana. Nathan Ellis is an experienced
death bowler who has delivered before, yet
hasn’t found a place after the first match.
With five games left, it’s the perfect time to
give youngsters a decent run and start
building for the future," he added.

Hyderabad rise to the
occasion fo post first-
ever win at Chepauk

CHENNAL Ishan Kishan's breezy 44 and
Kamindu Mendis' undefeated 32 proved to
be pivotal as Sunrisers Hyderabad beat
Chennai Super Kings for the first time in the
IPL at the MA Chidambaram Stadium on
Friday. The five-wicket win means SRH
keep their slim hopes of qualifying for the
play-offs. On the other hand, this was
CSK's seventh defeat of the season and the

five-time champs remained at the bottom of

the standings. Barring a miracle, their
chances of making the play-offs is all but
over.Needing 28 runs off four overs,
Hyderabad happily took extras, all thanks
to a poor over from CSK pacer Matheesha
Pathirana. He gave away 15 runs in the 17th
over, an over that proved to seal their fate. It
could be regarded as a lapse in judgement
from stand-in captain MS Dhoni as the likes
of Khaleel Ahmed, Anshul Kamboj had one
over left to bowl. Chasing a target of 155,
Hyderabad didn't have the best of starts,
losing Abhishek Sharma in the second ball
of their innings to Khaleel. A little while
later, Anshul castled the dangerous Travis
Head with his trademark delivery. Put
under pressure, Heinrich Klaasen was
caught by Deepak Hooda off Ravindra
Jadeja.It seemed like CSK were back on
track. When Ishan was sent back by Noor
Ahmad in the 12th over, CSK had a real
opportunity to make in-roads and take the
game away from SRH. However, Kamindu,
along with Nitish Kumar Reddy, held firm
to get SRH over the line. Earlier, Dewald
Brevis, who was drafted into the CSK
squad recently, had made an instant impact,
scoring 42 off just 25 deliveries to help the
home side reach 154 in 19.5 overs. CSK
were reeling at 47/3 in the sixth over when
the South African walked in to bat. Brevis
was picking the length early and his
powerful bat swing enabled him to
effortlessly clear the ropes as many as four
times during his entertaining knock. Brevis
struck Mendis for three sixes in an over to
show his potential and also exhibit his
understanding of the shortest format of the
game. Apart from Brevis, Ayush Mhatre
(30, 19b) was the only other batter who
showed some real spark.

MS Dhoni was not involved in auction: Raina
blames (SK management for IPL 2025 woes

«Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) will lock

horns with Rajasthan Royals

(RR) as they look to win
their first home fixture of
the Indian Premier Leaque
2025 (IPL 2025) and rise
higher on the points table.

New Delhi. Former India batter Suresh Raina
blamed Chennai Super Kings management
for the team's woes in IPL 2025, saying that
MS Dhoni had little involvement in CSK's
auction strategy, which has left the team
scrambling for form this season.CSK's IPL
2025 campaign has been nothing short of
disappointing, with the team all but out of
playoff contention following a string of poor
performances. On Saturday, CSK suffered
their seventh defeat of the season, going
down to Sunrisers Hyderabad by five
wickets.

The loss marked their fourth

consecutive defeat at Chepauk in [PL2025.
Desperate to find a winning combination,
CSK have used 20 out of their 27-player
squad so far. In their most recent outing, they
handed a debut to Dewald Brevis and
promoted Ayush Mhatre, their youngest-
ever player, to open the innings. The move,
however, did little to change their
fortunes."Kashi sir - I think he has been
handling the administration for almost 30 to
40 years now. And Rupa Ma'am is managing
all the cricket administration - buying the
players, maintaining the core group. But
everyone knows that the players bought this
time weren't selected properly," Suresh

Raina said while speaking on Star
Sports.Raina dispelled the popular belief
that Dhoni is the mastermind behind every
CSK auction decision."They always say MS
Dhoni makes the final call. But to be very
honest, I never attended any of the auctions.
I was never a part of those discussions. I
always talked about the players who were
retained. MS might get a call about whether
to go ahead with a player or not - but he's not
that involved."Raina didn't hold back in
highlighting the contrast between Dhoni's
commitment and the lackluster efforts of
others."The core group handles the auction -
you can imagine, Dhoni can’t have this type

Josh Hazlewood should start in WTC final:
Shastri likens Australia pacer to McGrath

New Delhi. Former India coach Ravi Shastri

great Glenn McGrath ahead of the World
Test Championship (WTC) final against
South Africa at Lord's. Shastri also stated
that Hazlewood should be selected ahead
of Scott Boland to complete Australia's
bowling attack alongside Pat Cummins,
Mitchell Starc, and spinner Nathan Lyon
for the WTC final.Hazlewood was forced
to miss three of the five Tests in the recent
Border-Gavaskar Trophy match against
India, as well as Australia's tour of Sri
Lanka and the ICC Men's Champions
Trophy 2025 earlier this year, due to calf
concerns.However, the 34-year-old has
returned to competitive cricket in the Indian
Premier League and has looked in good form
for Royal Challengers Bengaluru, taking 16
wickets in his first nine outings.While
Shastri has long admired Boland, the former
India coach believes the conditions at Lord's
are better suited to Hazlewood's line and

length. "It will be a very tough choice, but if
Hazelwood is fit, then he gets the nod ahead
of Boland," Shastritold The ICC Review.

"If Hazlewood is fit to do that, he will

definitely get the nod for two reasons. One,
the English conditions, two, Lord's with the
slope," he said."And the reason I say Lord's
slope is Hazlewood is most likened to Glenn
McGrath. And you've got to just check Glenn

W}m

has likened Josh Hazlewood to bowling =

McGrath's record at Lord's,
with the slope around and
bowling from the
Commentary Box
end.McGrath, one of the all-
time greats, took 26 wickets in
three Tests at Lord's, including
the best figures of 8/38 in the
second Test of Australia's
1997 tour of England and
Scotland."He (McGrath)
could be lethal with the ball
either seaming back or going
away and from either end, to
be honest and I think Hazlewood can do
something similar with his height," Shastri
said, when comparing Hazlewood to former
Australia seamer McGrath."The pitches
aren't as quick as in Australia. So you need
that extra bit of height and bounce, which he
will get as opposed to Scott Boland, though
I'm abig fan of Scott Boland."

Fleming admits that CSK might
have got it wrong at auction table

CHENNAL Half the IPL battle is normally
won at auction table but in case of Chennai
Super Kings, the seeds of their struggles this
season were sown on that very evening in
Jeddah many months ago, when they failed
to get the best assortment of players.Long-

a trick or two."Other teams have got better,
and that's the point of the auction. But we just
haven't been able to get it right. So you take
responsibility from the top down, and you

time head coach Stephen Fleming admitted pas

that it has led to an unmitigated disaster in
the ongoing edition of the league.

The CSK's template of going for the tried and
tested players have backfired with the team

languishing at the bottom of the points table |

having lost seven out of nine games."It's hard
to say. We got it completely right with the
performances that we've had. So we have
been looking over that in detail, just around
our style of play. Also looking at how the
game is evolving, and it's not easy."And
that's why we're proud of our record today,
that we've been able to be consistent for so
long. And it doesn't take much for it to go
another way," Fleming said after losing to
Sunrisers Hyderabad here on Friday, initially
trying hard to defend the team.But then there
was acceptance that they might have missed

justaska little bit more of the players.Players
like Rahul Tripathi, Deepak Hooda, Vijay
Shankar have been super flops and CSK's

good as what it could have been, or it hasn't
worked out how we wanted."But it's also not
a perfect science. The auction is a very fluid
beast. It's like buying 25 houses, so you come
away at the end of it mentally and
sometimes physically exhausted. And
to be fair, I still think we've got a good
squad. We're not far away," he said,
puttig up a brave front.Players like
Rahul Tripathi, Deepak Hooda, Vijay
Shankar have been super flops and
CSK's reluctance to try out new talents
at the start of the tournament cost them
dear.At the back end, youngsters such
as Ayush Mhatre, Shaik Rasheed and
Dewald Brevis are showing promi for
the next season.Fleming also agreed
that they probably need to have a closer
look at their style of play, after his initial
reluctance.

reluctance to try out new talents at the start of Injury to skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad and trying

the tournament cost them dear.IPL 2025 |
SRH all but end CSK's chances with five-
wicket win"But yeah, that has to be an area
where we need to reflect and say it wasn't as

out as many as 19 players to get the right
combination also contributed to their dismal
show.Being the team's key strategist,
Fleming admitted that the buck stops at him.

KKR can still qualify for IPL 2025

Moeen Ali wants team fo take Ml

Moeen Ali said that
KKR can still make it to
the playoffs of the IPL
2025 season. The all-
rounder feels that the
defending champions
need to adopt the
mindset that Ml are
using in their current
winning run.

Kolkata. Moeen Ali feels that KKR can still
make it to the playoffs of IPL 2025 and

wants the team to adopt the same mindset
that MI has shown in the past few weeks.
After a slow start to their campaign,
Mumbai are now on a 4-match winning
streak that has seen them climb into the top
four. KKR, on the other hand, have had a
hot and cold season and lost their last two
games.The defending champions will
need to win most of their remaining games
to retain a chance of making it to the
playoffs. Speaking at the pre-match press
conference before the PBKS game,
Moeen said that KKR cannot be written
off just yet and the team has shown enough
this season to go on a winning run.

However, the all-rounder said that it will

take a lot of determination and belief from
the team to get the job done and go on a
winning run."Yes, definitely if you look at
history, even if you look at Mumbai, for
example, now they had a bit of a bad start
and now they've won, I think 4 in a row, 5

in a row, and they're flying. So we also
need to have that same mindset and do the
same thing where we have, we're at the
halfway stage now, we have to win most of
our games. But this squad and team have
played well enough so far, I think, to show
that we can go on a run and win
games.""But it's gonna take a lot of
determination, a lot of belief for us to do
that, and it's one of those things and
competitions where you can go on a run

of auction. He would maybe name four or
five players he wants, and out of them, a few
would be retained. Even if an uncapped
player is working hard, look at MS Dhoni-
—being a 43-year-old captain, still giving
everything.""He's playing just for the brand,
for his name, for the fandom - and still
putting in the effort. At 43, he's doing
wicketkeeping, captaining, carrying the
entire team on his shoulders
But what are the other ten players
doing?""Those who are paid Rs 18 crores,
Rs 17 crores, Rs 12 crores - they're not
responding to the captain. Especially when
you've never lost to certain teams before -
that needs to be rectified. You have to
identify - is this player a match-
winner?""Can I trust this player in the next
match? There are players who've been
playing there for years - even the older ones.
But what are the results? You're losing. The
same mistakes are happening every time."
Raina concluded by suggesting that a major
shake-up could be on the horizon, possibly
led by Dhoni himself.I think MS Dhoni will
now sit down - he won't want anyone around
him. He must have made up his mind. "After
the toss, when they lost, the way he walked -
and both of them were standing there - it's
clear there's going to be a meeting today,"
Rainaadded.

Venkatesh Iyer
underperforming in [PL
2025 due to price tag
pressure: RP Singh

New Delhi. RP Singh feels that Venkatesh Iyer

is failing to perform regularly because he is
trying to justify the hefty price tag in IPL 2025
for KKR. The defending champions surprised
everyone by shelling out Rs. 23.75 crore
rupees for Venkatesh during the IPL 2025
auction. However, the southpaw has
struggled during the tournament as he has
scored just 135 runs in 8 matches at an
average of22.5 and a strike-rate of 139.17.

Venkatesh was slammed by fans for his lack of

intent during the chase against GT in KKR's
last game. Speaking exclusively to India
Today ahead of the TATA IPL 2025 ‘Revenge
Week’ clash between Kolkata Knight Riders
and Punjab Kings, JioStar expert Singh said
that KKR made a bit of a misjudgement
during the auction with the bid for Venkatesh.

The former pacer feels that it wouldn't be best

for KKR to drop the MP batter right now and

feels he can come into form slowly with each
game. Singh feels that the price tag is playing
on Venkatesh's mind at the moment and he
may be overthinking that he needs to single-
handedly win the championship for his
side."This is a slightly tough question
because when a player is picked at such a high
price in the auction, somewhere in your
thoughts, you're considering him either as
your main player or as a potential captaincy
material. But here, he has turned out to be
neither. So I feel that there has been a bit of a
misjudgement from KKR during the auction,
at the table during selection.""You let go of
your best captain, and now he's doing well
captaining another team. So I don't think it's a
great option to drop this player now. Because
you've already given him a good number of
matches. Form issues can happen with any
player, but usually, the more matches you
play, the better your form gets gradually.

playoffs:
mindset

and win 4 or 5 games in a row,"
Moeen.

'Happy with my role'

Moeen has played 4 matches so far in the
campaign and has been in and out of the
squad mostly. However, the all-rounder,
who retired from international cricket,
doesn't feel he has any difficulty
adjusting to it."To be honest, if you look
at where I'm at in my career, it's not as
difficult as if I was younger and a bit
more, playing like international cricket

and things like that, then it would be a lot

harder.""But now at my age, it depends on
my own mindset. So my mindset is to
come and whenever the game requires or
the team requires me to play, to be ready
and I prepare like I'm playing every game,
and then I get told if I'm playing or not.

5-10 years ago it would have been

difficult, but now it's not so difficult," said

Moeen.

said
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Shivangi
Jos

Sports Gajra In Leaked Video With Harshad
Chopda From Bade Achhe Lagte Hain

- ¥ - (3

Il is no secret that the popular romantic drama, Bade Achhe Lagte Hain,
will soon return to our television screens. This time, Ekta Kapoor’s
show will star Shivangi Joshi and Harshad Chopda in the lead. While
fans have been eagerly waiting for the much-loved show, a behind-the-
scenes video of the two actors has surfaced on social media.In the viral
clip, Shivangi Joshi and Harshad Chopda are seen shooting for Bade
Achhe Lagte Hain. The former is seen sporting a gajra as she looks the
prettiest. Harshad is also seen standing by her side. Watch the video here:
The video has left Bade Achhe Lagte Hain fans excited, who cannot wait to
watch Shivangi and Harshad’s chemistry on screen. “We are waiting and

very excited to see u Harshad " one of the fans wrote while reacting to
the BTS clip.

Produced by Balaji Telefilms, Bade Achhe Lagte Hain: Naya Season has
been generating significant buzz online, even before its official premiere. In
this new season, Shivangi Joshi will be seen portraying the role of
Bhagyashree.

This will mark her third collaboration with producer Ekta Kapoor after
Bekaboo and Barsatein: Mausam Pyaar Ka.Harshad Chopda, on the other
hand, will essay the character of Rishab. This show marks a highly anticipated
comeback of the actor to television after a two-year hiatus following his exit
from the popular show Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai.Shivangi and Harshad will
also be joined by Mansi Srivastava, Divyangana Jain, Yash Pandit, Khushbu
Thakkar, Gaurav S Bajaj, Nitin Bhatia, Rishi Deshmukh, Rohit Choudhary,
Arushi Handa, Pyumori Mehta, and Avirath Parekh in this new season of Bade

Malaika Arora

Goes Bold In Fiery Red Plunging Dress, Flaunts
Stretch Marks In Hot Pics From NYC

< alaika Arora continues to own the internet, this
) time with a bold fashion statement straight
from the streets of New York City. The actress

and fitness icon took to Instagram to share a series of
stunning photos from her NYC vacation, and
they’ve quickly gone viral.Dressed in a fiery

red bodycon dress with a plunging neckline,
Malaika looked every bit the diva. Her
confident pose and striking outfit lit up

social media, with fans flooding the
comments section with admiration.

\ “Red dress, red lips, red-hot

\ attitude!!" wrote one fan. Another
added, “Goodness gracious," while |
someone simply called her

“Beauty.”

What truly set this post apart,
however, was Malaika’s
candid display of her stretch

marks. In one of the selfies,
she confidently flaunted the
marks on her midriff,
drawing praise for
embracing natural beauty.
Malaika captioned the post

with a simple, “NYC "

Malaika has previously addressed this issue in
interviews, including a candid chat with Pinkvilla where
she said, “If I'm trolled because I have stretch marks, so
be it. People have far deeper insecurities in life... [ have
my own share."Speaking about aging and insecurities,
she added, “The older you get, the more your insecurities
come to the forefront... I felt my insecurities when I was

What is

18, in my 20s, in my 30s, and also in my 40s...
more important is how much of'it I let it affect me."
letting the photos do all the Currently, Malaika is judging Hip Hop India 2 alongside

talking.

The move has been hailed by fans
as empowering, especially in
an age where social media
often promotes unrealistic
standards of perfection.

choreographer Remo D’Souza. She has long been a
fixture on various dance reality shows. Malaika was
previously married to actor Arbaaz Khan, with whom she
shares a son, Arhaan Khan. She was also in a high-profile
relationship with Arjun Kapoor until their recent
breakup.

Dancer Shooting for Riteish
Deshmukh's Film Drowns In River;
Body Found After 2 Duys

26-year-old dancer, who was part of the
choreography team of actor-director Riteish
Deshmukh’s movie ‘Raja Shivaji’, drowned
in the Krishna river in Maharashtra’s Satara district
just after finishing the shooting of a song, police
said on Thursday.The deceased dancer was
identified as Saurabh Sharma, whose body was
found on Thursday morning, two days after he
wentmissing, an official said.

The incident occurred on Tuesday evening at
Sangam Mahuli, a village located at the confluence
of the rivers Krishna and Venna in Satara district,
around 250km from Mumbai, where the shooting
of ‘Raja Shivaji’ was going on, he said.After
finishing the shooting of a song in which colours
were thrown around, Sharma went to wash his
hands in the Krishna river. After washing his
hands, he entered deep into the river for a swim, but
got swept away by strong water currents, he
said.Police and district administration were alerted
about the missing dancer, following which disaster
response and rescue teams, including members
from local private organisations, rushed to the spot
and launched a search operation.

The search and rescue operation was stopped on
Tuesday night due to darkness and it resumed on
Wednesday morning and went on for the entire day,
but the dancer could not be traced, said the official.

Sharma’s body was finally recovered from the river
by police and rescue teams on Thursday at around
7.30 am, he said.

An accidental death case has been registered with the
Satara police and further probe was underway, the
official added.

Kesari 2 Director Says Sardar Udham
Was His ‘Guiding Light”: ‘Vicky Lent

So Much Seriqus_ness’

esari Chapter 2 has already crossed Rs 40
Kzrorc and continues to hold well at the box
ffice. The depiction of the Jallianwala
Bagh massacre in the film has given way to a
dialogue on the treatment the British meted out to
the Sikhs. It has also given an impetus to the
conversation Caroline Dyer, the great-
granddaughter of the then Viceroy of India
General Dyer, was seen having in a video with a
relative of one of the massacre’s victims, wherein
she referred to Indians as *looters’. Kesari Chapter
2.1in fact, opens with a sequence of the tragedy that
took place on April 13, 1919.In 2021, Shoojit
Sircar’s heart-wrenching portrayal of the
massacre in Sardar Udham, a biopic of Udham
Singh who assassinated Michael O’ Dwyer, gained
a lot of attention. Vicky Kaushal, who played the
title character, had revealed that the recreation of
the incident in the film left him emotionally numb.
Now, speaking exclusively to News|8 Showsha,
Kesari Chapter 2 director Karan Singh Tyagi, says
that Sardar Udham was indeed a reference point
for him.

He tells us, “I’ve loved Sardar Udham. In fact, I've
watched all the movies that depicted the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 1've studied all of
them. Before Sardar Udham, it was Gandhi, which
depicted the tragedy in painstaking detail and in a
gut-wrenching manner. The last 20-minutes of
Sardar Udham is one of the best pieces of art that
I’ve watched in life. It was a guiding light forme. 1
love Shoojit Sircar and his work."And
interestingly, Vicky has received a special thanks
for his contribution to Kesari Chapter 2 as he took
on the role of the narrator of the film. However,
that decision didn’t stem from his association with
Sardar Udham. *Vicky has a voiceover in the
beginning and sets the stage for the story. We
didn’t rope him in because of his connection with
Sardar Udham. I'm a huge admirer of his work and
of the gravitas that his voice holds. The connection
just helped. We wanted him because he’s such a
fantastic actor. He lent so much gravity and
seriousness to the proceedings," says Karan.

Talking about the depiction of the massacre in his
own film, Karan explains, “Pretty early on, we had
decided that we wanted to showcase the episode
from a boy’s point of view and how his family was
blown up right in front of his eyes. We didn’t want
to show you the scale of the tragedy. We wanted
the audience to feel what it would be like had they
been there and had their sister been killed in front
of their eyes. We wanted them to have a very
visceral experience."He further adds, “Around the
second time of the depiction, we wanted to show
the contrast between Shankar Nair and the boy’s
lives. We juxtaposed Shankar Nair receiving
knighthood — his crowning moment of glory — with
the boy losing it all. These are the two powerful
forces that were going to collide in the film and
portraying that was key."
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