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Universe:
Controlling the mind

In chapter 296 of Aranyak Parva of the
‘Mahabharata’, Yaksha asks Yudhishthira 125
questions relating to gods, metaphysics,
philosophy, individual and society. In Shloka 40,
he asks, “What is swifter than the wind?”
Yudhishthira’s reply is: “The mind is fleeter than
the wind, and our thoughts are more numerous
than grass.”To attain moksha — freedom from the
cycles of birth and rebirth — and tranquility, one
has to subdue one’s senses, give up all desires, see
everyone with equal vision, focus the mind upon
God alone, and meditate upon Him with an
unwavering mind. All these can be achieved by
controlling the mind. Without control of the
troublesome mind, Arjuna says, none of them is
achievable, and the methods taught by different
kinds of Yoga— Jnana, karma and Bhakti, become
impractical. They are unattainable and unviable
because of the restlessness (chanchalta) of the
mind. Due to the wavering nature of the mind,
‘steady continuance’ and concentration on the goal
is impossible.In ‘Bhagvadagita’ 6.34, Arjuna
describes the mind as “very restless, turbulent,
strong and obstinate”, and asserts that the mind “is
more difficult to control than the wind”. The mind
is restless because it keeps flitting in different
directions. It is turbulent because it creates
upheavals in one’s consciousness, such as hatred,
anger, lust, greed, envy, anxiety, fear, attachment,
etc. It is strong because it overpowers the intellect
with its vigorous currents and destroys the faculty
of discrimination. It is obstinate because it clings
to a harmful thought and continues to ruminate

over iteven to the dismay of'the intellect.

Krishna, endorsing Arjuna’s view fully, says in
‘Bhagvadagita’, 6.35, “O mighty-armed son of
Kunti, what you say is correct; the mind is indeed
very difficult to restrain. But by practice —
abhyasa, and detachment — vairagya, it can be
controlled.”Patanjali, in his “Yog Darshan’ 1.12,
reiterates the same instruction: “The perturbations
of the mind can be controlled by constant practice
and detachment.” An old habit can be changed, and
a new habit can be developed and perfected by
practice, or a concerted and persistent, planned
and deliberate effort. In all fields of human
endeavour, practice is the key that opens the door
to mastery and excellence. Take, for example, a
mundane activity such as typing. The beginners
can type with only one finger; they can type one or
two words in a minute. They are very conscious of
the keyboard and search for each alphabet before
they press it. However, after due and consistent
practice of typing, they do not look for the alphabet
on the keyboard, and their fingers fly on the
keyboard at a considerable speed. This proficiency
comes solely through practice. Similarly, the
obstinate and turbulent mind has to be made to rest
on the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord through
abhyas.Vairagya — detachment from the objects
of the world surrounding us — is the second
requirement for controlling the mind from fleeting
from one object to the other. We observe that the
mind runs toward the objects of its attachment,
toward the direction it has been habituated to
running in the past. The elimination of attachment
eradicates the unnecessary wanderings of the
mind.

Since my last column, when I spoke of
languages and the complex relationship they
share with people and power, I have been
reading with great interest what several
eminent writers and public intellectuals have
to say about a determined campaign led by
right-wing Hindu gangs (this is what they
appear to be, for they have nothing but hatred
for Muslims and their tongue as a weapon in
their arsenal) against Urdu. They seem
determined to drag out one of the sweetest and
most civil languages of this country and flog it
to death. For someone who has grown up in
Uttar Pradesh and admired the gentle tones of
public speech and the terms of address that
Urdu brought into everyday street-speak, [am
aghast at the crudeness with which this
language is being attacked.Renowned writer
and poet Javed Akhtar has often pointed out
that languages do not belong to one region or
country. Since Urdu, and its many variations,
is spoken by people who may not practice
Islam, it is laughable that the language
fundamentalists are now trying to project
Urdu as an Islamic (or Pakistani) tongue and
Hindi as a pure Bharatiya language which

ICYMI #TribuneOpinion: Pahalgam terror attack has the entire nation on the edge

This week’s focus was on Pahalgam, domestic issues and the region

The scenic charm of Baisaran, Pahalgam, the famous tourist
destination in Jammu and Kashmir, was replaced and
overshadowed by the tragic news of the killing of 26
tourists. The public angst and the pain of the families who
lost their near and dear ones were insurmountable. Giving
an in-depth analysis of the terror attack, The Tribune had
its OP-ED pages full of information and strategic analysis
of what next after the attack.In 'Clarion call for action
against Pakistan', Lt Gen Dushyant Singh (Retd) wrote
how the Pahalgam attack marked a calculated escalation
in the ongoing proxy war. He called for strengthening
intelligence-sharing partnerships with the US, Israel and
the EU to employ technologically advanced surveillance
systems and rerouting regional commerce through
alternative trade routes to isolate Pakistan. In a related
article by former MEA secretary, Vivek Kajtu, 'Pahalgam
terror: Govt at strategic crossroads', he assesses the
reasons for the Pak-sponsored terror attack. The Pakistani
generals are not happy about two things -- the progress of
India’s relations with the Afghan Taliban, and the
accusation that India is responsible for the attack on the
Jaffar Express in Quetta on March 11.As long as Pakistan
exists as a nation where the military has a country and not
a country that has a military, state-sponsored terrorism
will not go away. That’s the hard reality, writes Lok Sabha
MP Manish Tewari in his OPED piece 'India must prepare
for Pak endgame'. As far as the Indian response is
concerned, there has to be a broad national and political
consensus for the long haul in dealing with Pakistan, he
writes. Our neighbour has mistakenly believed that the
people of Kashmir will tolerate bloodshed for the love of
Islam and the affinity with Pakistan, writes Lt Gen Syed
Ata Hasnain (retd.) in his article 'Pak’s renewed terror
focus is a calculated shift'.Moving to another neighbour
of ours, Nepal’s King Gyanendra is trying to make the
most of the public disaffection against KP Oli-led regime,
which has been accused of maladministration, crony
capitalism and corruption, writes former Ambassador to
Nepal Jayant Prasad in his article 'Nepal can ill afford the
return of monarchy'. He believes the Nepalese will
overlook his past behaviour when he throttled democracy
and take his supposed makeover at face value, and in
India too, certain fringe elements favouring ‘Hindutva’
think that monarchy has been the prime defender of the
Hindu faith and Gyanendra will continue to represent it.

Meanwhile, after prolonged Manipur violence, finally
some good news is coming from the North-east. Sanjoy
Hazarika writes in his article 'Safer roads can spur North-
east’s march' that highways and better road infrastructure
have made travel easier, shortened distances, and given a
boost to India’s Act East policy.From roads and
infrastructure, let’s shift our focus to education. In a soul-

There is justifiable anger among people across the

country over the Pahalgam killings. The appalling
assault on unsuspecting tourists has scarred the very
soul of the nation. Anything or anyone connected with
Pakistan, even remotely, is being viewed with hatred as
well as suspicion. But it is highly unfortunate that
India’s sporting icon Neeraj Chopra has been sucked
into this vicious maelstrom. The lone Indian to have
won an Olympic gold medal in athletics is being
brutally trolled for having invited fellow javelin
thrower, Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem, to an event
scheduled to be held in Bengaluru next month. It’s
painful for Neeraj to see his and his family’s integrity
being questioned in abusive social media posts.

The Olympic champion has made it clear that invites for

the inaugural NC (Neeraj Chopra) Classic were sent out
on Monday, a day before the terror attack. However,
misinformation and false narratives are being spread
maliciously by trolls, who are doubting his patriotism.

stirring article by sociologist Avijit Pathak, he raises a
valid point in his OPED piece 'Education for sale:
Middle-class contradictions'. He questions parents
raising slogans against arbitrary fee hikes: did they not
know about the commodification of education when they
got their children admitted to fancy public schools? Why
do we, as a society, never bother to pressure the
government to equip government schools with facilities
to provide good education to our children?

Due to intense focus on the region, after a long time Donald

Trump found himself relegated to the inside pages this
past week. He has vowed to prevent Iran from possessing
a nuke, while Iran is adamant on exercising its right to
nuclear enrichment, says our OPED piece 'Putting Iranian
nuclear genie back is easier said than done' by

Leave Neeraj alone

I’'s shameful to doubt the icon’s patriotism
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Touchstones: The sweetest of languages

It is laughable that the language fundamentalists are trying to project Urdu as an Islamic (or Pakistani) tongue

evolved from Sanskrit, the language of the gods. If this
is their line of attack, then why do we not apply the
same logic to English (widely spoken across every part
of India) that was equally a foreign tongue and thrust
upon us by the British?Truth be told, English has
wiped out more local languages and bhashas than any
other and yet, we all admire and try to speak it to prove
how well-educated we are. Its vocabulary and
grammar are completely alien to any Indian language,

unlike Urdu, that has the same rhythm, grammar and
sentence structure as most Indian languages,
particularly Hindi. Urdu celebrates the syncretic ethos
of this country in ghazals, qawwalis and dohas and is
understood by many more than the kind of
Sanskritised Hindi that is being tried to be placed in its
stead.Look no further than the Bombay film industry.
All of you will agree that the songs of the 1950s and
1960s are undying and our go-to choice when we wish

to hear good poetry and divine
music. And why was this? Because
most of the lyricists were poets who
drifted to the Bombay film industry
as their royal patrons were unable to
sustain court poets. The rise of the
left-leaning Progressive Writers
Association was another reason. So,
we had an effulgence of superb love
poetry, set to beautiful musical
scores, and magic was created.
Sahir Ludhianvi, Shakeel
Badayuni, Kaifi Azmi, Shailendra,
Gulzar, Javed Akhtar... I could go
on.

Let us come now to Punjabi and how
different and sweeter it is,
especially the Punjabi spoken
across the border. Here again, poets
and writers who were educated in
Urdu-medium schools and who
composed their poetry in the Urdu
script, composed songs and love-
poetry in the ghazal tradition.
Contrast this with the crudeness that
has now become a necessary part of

the Punjabi music industry, particularly in India and

you will see how the gradual decline of Urdu has
resulted in the rise of a kind of writing that is devoid of

soft registers and the sweetness of pain.Let me relate a

small story here. One of Lucknow’s most respected

personalities, an erstwhile nawab who was also an
eminent physicist and taught at Cambridge for many
years, fell in love with a Hindu girl who belonged to an
equally distinguished Rajasthani family. When I met

distinguished fellow, Observer Research Foundation,
Manoj Joshi.In 'Good governance is not a show, it’s a
daily grind', former Manipur Governor and ex-J&K DGP
Gurbachan Jagat comes down heavily on officers who
hold meaningless flag marches, hold press conferences
and like to get photographed but fail to coordinate and get
things done at the grassroots level.

Senior finance journalist Sushma Ramachandran in her

incisive article 'BluSmart jolt sums up startup blues'
warns the startup ecosystem to maintain their march on
the right path after EV-based taxi startup BluSmart had to
shut operations following SEBI’s rap for diversion of loan
funds to the owners’ personal coffers. The BluSmart saga
is being cited as evidence of the dismal state of startups in
the country

Neeraj enjoys a healthy rivalry with Nadeem, who had
outshone him to clinch the gold at the Paris Olympics
last year. But he has clarified that the recent invitation
was “from one athlete to another — nothing more,
nothing less”. It’s a new low that Neeraj has been
provoked into stating the obvious — that his country
and its interests will always come first for him.

What’s even worse, the great sportsperson’s mother is

being targeted for her emotional statement after the
Paris Games that Arshad was like her son; her noble
gesture had been reciprocated by the Pakistani athlete’s
mother, who had said that the two competitors were like
brothers. It was hoped that this heartwarming display of
cross-border amity would inspire both nations to rise
above their long-festering differences and reach out to
each other. But the Pahalgam massacre has rudely
dashed that hope. However, hurling abuse at Neeraj,
who has done the nation proud time and again, is a sign
of sheer ingratitude and shamefulness.

her many years later, her head was covered with a
dupatta. Taken aback at this surrender to purdah by a
woman who had studied at some of the most liberal
schools and universities abroad, I couldn’t help asking,
‘Tumhain purdah karna parta hai?’ (Do you have to
follow the purdah system?). Her reply, in the gentlest
voice, was, ‘Humare yahan zubaan ka bhi purdah hota
hai.” (Loosely translated, this means that in our family,
even the tongue is restrained). This kind of civility is
exactly what we have lost as we have allowed Urdu to
recede from public dialogue. Listen to the crude
slogans and even cruder language used to run down
those who speak it. The zubaan ka purdah that
prevented the use of abusive slurs while arguing in
courts and workplaces, extended to neighbourhoods
and the street.] can still hear the sing-song voices of
hawkers who sold vegetables and fruit in Lucknow, or
the rickshaw-puller asking, ‘Kahan chaliyega?’,
instead of ‘Kahan jana hai?’This nazaqat (grace) was
quintessentially the Lucknowi andaaz (style) that is
still celebrated in period films and missed by all those
of my generation who grew up hearing it. It instilled in
us a deep respect for the Other, and never did we ever
use words or refer to customs that separated us. We
shared our tiffins and hearts in schools and have kept in
touch throughout these years, even though some of us
may have embraced different ideologies now. Yet, we
never forget to wish each other on festivals and
zealously preserve that core of humanity that binds all
ofus who live in this country.

Remember that the kind of Urdu we speak here is
unique: it is not a tongue spoken in any other country.
No, not even in Pakistan where languages and
linguistic identities have riven the country asunder. Do
we need to follow them to perdition?




THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Tuesday, 29 April 2025

0ld Vs New Tax Regime: |
Have Chosen Old Tax Regime
In My Office Investment
Declaration For Current
Fiscal, Can | Choose New Tax
Regime While Filing ITR

New Delhi. Several instances have come up where an
individual tax fil has chosen Old Tax Regime in his
or her office investment declaration but would want
to know if he or she can file ITR under New Tax
Regime during actual filing.

CA Kinjal Bhuta, secretary, Bombay Chartered
Accountants' Society told Zee News that the switch
between the regimes is possible only for those
individuals who do not have any business income. A
salaried individual can make a choice of tax regime
every year before the return filing season. However,
what generally happens is that a salaried individual
has to choose the tax regimes much earlier closer to
the start of the financial year with the employer.
Since the taxation slabs and rates of tax are different
under the old regime and new regime, the employer
shall need the choice from every employee at the
beginning of the year itself so as to make an estimate
of total income and taxes thereon," Bhuta says. The

prior understanding, Bhuta adds, is necessary for the
employer, for deducting tax at source from the
salary income every month. Further, some most
peculiar differences between the old regime and
new regime are the deductions available under
chapter VIAunder the old regime, he adds.

Are There Any Difficulty While Shifting From Old To
New Tax Regime And Vice Versa During ITR
Filing?

Bhuta adds that there are certain cases, where the
salaried taxpayer may have selected the old tax
regime with the employer at the time of investment
declarations and then while filing ITR realized that
the new tax regime is more beneficial. In that case
the tax-payer can very well decide to choose the new
tax regime at the time of filing return of income.

India offers strong growth
and stability to investors
seeking long-term value:
RBI Governor

New Delhi. Amid the uncertainties faced by major
global economies due to tariff-related risks, India
offers a strong growth and stability to investors
looking for long-term value and opportunity,
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Sanjay
Malhotra said.India continues to be an economy
supported by stability — monetary, financial and
political; policy consistency and certainty;
congenial business environment; and strong
macroeconomic fundamentals, the Governor
said.“At a time when many advanced economies are
facing economic headwinds and a deteriorating
economic outlook, India continues to offer strong
growth and stability making it a natural choice for
investors seeking long term value and opportunity,”
Malhotra said in his address at the US-India
Economic Forum, organised by Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) and US India Strategic
Partnership Forum (USISPF), Washington DC on
April 25.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THISAD

“Our strong domestic demand and relatively lower
dependence on exports cushions the Indian
economy from external spillovers,” he said.

India’s domestic demand contributes about 90 per cent
to GDP whereas merchandise exports contribute
about 12 per cent of GDP, which is much lower
compared to some of our peers.

India may seek parity with US on
tech access in bilateral trade pact
talks: Sources

New Delhi. India is likely to ask the US to ease export
controls and grant it access to critical technologies
on par with key American allies like Australia, the
UK, and Japan under the proposed bilateral trade
agreement (BTA), sources said.They added that
India may seek these easing for sectors like telecom
equipment, biotechnology, AI (artificial
intelligence), pharmaceuticals, quantum
computing and semiconductors.The country is also
seeking duty concessions for labour-intensive
sectors like textiles, gems and jewellery, leather
goods, garments, plastics, chemicals, shrimp, oil

I have read several news stories in the

seeds, chemicals, grapes and bananas in the
proposed pact with America.On the other hand, the
US wants duty concessions in sectors like certain
industrial goods, automobiles (electric vehicles
particularly), wines, petrochemical products, dairy,
agriculture items such as apples, and tree nuts, they
said.As part of the proposed BTA, one of the
sources said, India may request the US to place it on
par with other key US allies including Australia,
UK and Japan regarding access to technology
through easing of export controls particularly in key
areas like telecom equipment, biotechnology, and
Al.Easy access to cutting-edge technologies in
these sectors would help boost India’s innovation
capabilities, enhance its technological
infrastructure, and further push the country’s
economic growth.The commerce ministry, which is
leading the negotiations for the agreement, declined
to comment when asked about these issues.

According to think tank GTRI, the US has eased
export controls to strengthen technology
partnerships with close allies like Australia, the
United Kingdom, and Japan. The changes are
designed to make collaboration easier in critical
sectors.It said that as part of the AUKUS security
pact, the US has simplified rules for sharing defence
and dual-use technologies with Australia and the
UK.

Ather Energy IPO opens for bidding:
Should you subscribe Check latest GMP

of Ather Energy Limited will open for
bidding on Monday, marking the first
mainboard PO after a gap of two
months. The public listing will remain
open for subscription until April 30.

Ather Energy IPO is a book-built issue

worth Rs 2,980.76 crore. It includes a
fresh issue of 8.18 crore shares
aggregating to Rs 2,626.30 crore, and an
offer for sale (OFS) of 1.11 crore shares
worth Rs 354.76 crore.

The price band for the IPO has been set

between Rs 304 and Rs 321 per share.
Retail investors need to apply for a
minimum of one lot, which consists of 46
shares.The minimum investment
required is Rs 13,984. However, it is
advised that investors bid at the cutoff
price, making the amount around Rs
14,766 to increase their chances of
allotment in case of oversubscription.

NEW DELHI. In most of my B-School

classes, my students would be asked to
maintain a simulated real-time
portfolio. One of the key lessons they
self-learnt in the process by the end of
the year is that wealth creation is a
process and not akin to striking the
lottery jackpot overnight, the
possibility of which too is one in a
million to put it figuratively.

pink papers of market operators in
the guise of market educationists
duping their ‘student subscribers’
via a chat room where they are
ostensibly educated on the technique
of getting 1000%returns. I honestly do
not feel too sympathetic about these
gullible subscribers.If they were
greedy and naive enough at the same
time to believe that such returns are
possible or that there is some
technique to do it repeatedly, good old
Warren Buffet, the revered Oracle of
Omaha might have been unheard
of.Friends, professional
acquaintances and even patrons at
times forward opinions of self-
appointed market experts on mobile
phone groups and at times even
‘research’ reports from ‘reputed’

Explained:

New Delhi The initial public offering (IPO) For small non-institutional investors

(sNII), the minimum investment is 14
lots or 644 shares, which amounts to Rs
2,06,724. For big non-institutional
investors (bNII), the minimum
application is 68 lots or 3,128 shares,
amounting to Rs 10,04,088.

Ather Energy Limited, established in 2013,

designs, develops, and assembles electric
two-wheelers (E2W) along with battery
packs, charging stations, and software
systems. The company follows a
vertically integrated model and is heavily
focused on product and technology
development.

SHOULD YOU SUBSCRIBE?
Bajaj Broking Research said that Ather

Energy is in the process of expanding its
manufacturing capacity by setting up a
new unit in Maharashtra."Despite its
growth initiatives, the company has been
consistently posting losses and carries

THER

(A) A

significant accumulated losses. Its
financial performance has resulted in a
negative Price-to-Earnings (PE) ratio,
and its borrowings stood at over Rs 1,121
crore as of December 31,2024, whichisa
point of concern. However, the company
benefits from strong parentage, which
remains its key strength," said Bajaj
Broking Research."Considering its
current financials, this appears to be a
long-term investment story, and
therefore, only well-informed investors
with surplus funds and a long-term

perspective may consider investing
moderately," Bajaj Broking Research
added.On the other hand, Ventura
Securities Limited gave a different
view."We recommend subscribe for
listing gains. Its premium focus, Ather
Grid and R&D driven innovation
differentiates it from competitors.
Company is going through major capex
with its Ather Factory 3.0 (will have 10
lakh unit capacity by mid FY26). This
comes despite challenges such as subsidy
cuts and low-capacity utilization," said
Ventura Securities Limited.

LATEST GMP
As of April 28, 2025, the last reported grey

market premium (GMP) for the Ather
Energy IPO is Rs 0. With the price band
setat Rs 321, the estimated listing price is
expected to be around Rs 321 as well.
This suggests a 0.00% expected gain or
loss on listing based on today's GMP.

brokerage houses suggesting the
possibility of raking in abnormal
returns.This, to my mind, is the most
basic of mistakes investors make, led
on by those preying on their naivety

and greed.A directive in the past by the
regulator was to ask certain entities
registered with it to affix its logo,
address and even a line on investments
being subject to market risk in all its
market communications.Well, I may
have been cynical but I felt even then
that unless the intent was something
else altogether the majority of the
predators mentioned above would be
unregistered fly-by-night operators
who shed old and assume new
identities rapidly.Hence, further
regulating the already regulated and
also largely compliant, while these

operators continue to remain
unregulated and unfettered simply
because they prey on the greed of
investors, is akin to missing the woods
for the trees.Without getting into the
relative impossibility of
monitoring the proliferation of
blatantly loaded messages by
such fly-by-night operators, it
would suffice to say that this is a
menace that shows no sign of
abating.While the Securities
Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
maintains surveillance to flush
out and punish such ‘educators’,
it remains a cumbersome task.As
is inevitable on the world wide
web, such predators invariably seem a
step ahead. On our part, we repeatedly
remind anyone who bothers to ask,
that if only the art of investing was so
easy that one could act on such pearls
of wisdom (of which there is no dearth,
courtesy of the hyperactive social
media) and profit, then everyone ought
to be doubling their wealth monthly.
Alas, that mustremain a pipe dream.
Hence, all we can do is once again
remind investors of the Latin phrase,
Caveat Emptor- Let the Buyer
Beware.

How Pakistan could lose

millions after closing airspace for India

New Delhi. Pakistan shut its airspace
to Indian flights after the Pahalgam
terror attack, hoping to hurt the
aviation sector of its neighbouring
country. But instead of causing major
trouble for India, it looks like
Pakistan has shot itself in the
foot.While the move was meant to
trouble India, it may actually cost
Pakistan millions of dollars in lost
aviation revenue.

With Indian flights now avoiding
Pakistani skies, the money earned
from overflight fees charged to
aircraft crossing a country’s airspace
is likely to disappear.A Pakistani user
posted a video on social media
showing an Indian flight taking a
longer route to avoid Pakistan. She
commented, "Aur lo
Panga."Responding to her post, X

user Naren Menon pointed out the
financial impact of Pakistan’s move.

He wrote, "Pakistan loses 'overflight

fees' from the 3rd largest (and fastest
growing) aviation market in the
world. That's easily hundreds of
millions of USD every year. Never in
the history of mankind has there been
so much collective stupidity in a
land."Menon explained that the large
number of flights from India,
especially westwards towards
Europe and North America, meant
that blocking Indian carriers would
be very costly for Pakistan.Some
users suggested that Pakistan would
still earn from foreign airlines.
However, Menon clarified that most
westbound flights from India are
operated by Indian airlines like Air
India and IndiGo. Therefore,

Pakistan stands to lose a major part of
its overflight income.While Indian
airlines are preparing for higher fuel
costs and longer flight times because
of the diversions, Pakistan is facing a
directhit on its aviation income.

This is not the first time such a situation
has happened. In July 2019,
Hindustan Times reported that
Pakistan had lost nearly $100 million
when it had closed its airspace after
the Pulwama terror attack. Around
400 flights were affected every day
during that time, causing huge losses
to Pakistan’s Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) and Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA).Studies
showed that a Boeing 737 flying over
Pakistan would pay about $580 in
overflight fees. For bigger planes, the
fees were even higher.

Caveat Emptor — Financial Educator or Predator Sensex gains over 800

points. Why is stock
market rising

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market indices
jumped sharply in early trade on Monday, staging
a solid turnaround from the previous session’s
weakness.

At around 10:15 am, the S&P BSE Sensex was
trading 849.30 points higher at 80,061.83, while
the NSE Nifty50 rose 237.10 points to 24,276.45.

All broader market indices were also firmly in
positive territory, signalling the potential for a
strong session ahead.Today’s bull run on Dalal
Street is being powered by strong gains in
heavyweight stocks like Reliance Industries,
M&M, and a clutch of other blue-chips. Shares of
major banking and financial services companies
also rallied sharply, adding more muscle to the
market’s upward momentum.Dr. VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services, said the resilience of
Indian markets amid rising global uncertainty
was noteworthy."The heightened uncertainty
relating to Indo-Pak tensions will weigh on the
markets. However, it is important to remember
that markets have an uncanny ability to climb
many walls of worry," he said.

He pointed out that a major positive force behind
the current market rally is the strong comeback of
foreign institutional investors (FIIs). "FIIs have
turned sustained buyers in a dramatic reversal of
their selling strategy, pumping in Rs 32,465 crore
over the last eight days," he said.

According to Vijayakumar, weakening US
economic indicators and a softening dollar are
driving global capital flows into emerging
markets like India, keeping domestic equities
well-supported.Adding to the positive outlook,
Anand James, Chief Market Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services, shared his technical view on
the Nifty.An evening star pattern followed by
Friday’s steep fall signals the potential for a
short-term correction after the relentless uptrend
that started on April 7. James said the immediate
support lies near 23,670, and ideally, the
correction could extend towards the
23,300-23,050 zone. However, the pullback seen
late on Friday from the March peak provides
some hope for an early resumption of the
uptrend."For that to happen, Nifty needs to stay
above 24,190," James said, adding that if this
level holds, targets 0f24,500-24,850 could come
back into the frame. For early trades, he pegged
23,950-24,070 as the key pivot zones.

Reliance shares rise 3% after strong
Q4 show. Should you buy, hold or sell

The Mukesh Ambani-led

conglomerate reported a 2% rise
in consolidated net profit to Rs
19,407 crore, beating analysts'
expectations of around Rs 18,471
crore. Revenue from operations for

the quarter grew 10% year-on-year
to Rs 2.64 lakh crore.

New Delhi. Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL)

shares climbed over 3% to an intraday
high of Rs 1,343 on Monday, after the
company posted stronger-than-expected
earnings for the March quarter.The
company's shares were trading 2.66%
higher at Rs 1,334.65 on the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE) ataround 9:32 am.
It may be noted that Reliance's share price
has rallied 10% this year.The Mukesh
Ambani-led conglomerate reported a 2%
rise in consolidated net profit to Rs 19,407
crore, beating analysts’ expectations of
around Rs 18,471 crore. Revenue from

operations for the quarter grew 10% year-
on-year to Rs 2.64 lakh crore.Sequentially
net profit rose 5% from the December
quarter, while revenue was up 8%.
EBITDA for the quarter stood at Rs
48,737 crore, up 4% year-on-year,
highlighting the company’s resilience
despite a tricky global backdrop.

"FY25 has been a challenging year for the

global business environment, with weak
macroeconomic conditions and a shifting
geopolitical landscape,”" said Chairman
Mukesh Ambani. "Our focus on
operational discipline, customer-centric
innovation, and fulfilling India’s growth
requirements has helped Reliance deliver
a steady financial performance."Business
segment performances were a mixed bag.
The company’s crucial oil-to-chemicals
(02C) unit — traditionally Reliance’s
cash cow — reported a 10% drop in
EBITDA to Rs 15,080 crore, hurt by lower
transportation fuel margins and a weak
polyester chain. But revenue for the
segment rose 15% year-on-year to Rs 1.64
lakh crore, helped by higher volumes and
tight cost controls.

Meanwhile, Jio Platforms continued its

steady growth streak. Revenues rose 18%

to Rs 39,853 crore, while EBITDA was up
by the same percentage to Rs 17,016
crore. Net profit jumped 26% to Rs 7,022
crore. Average revenue per user (ARPU)
improved to Rs 206.2, boosted by earlier
tariff hikes and a better-quality subscriber

base. Data traffic on Jio’s network grew a
staggering 24% year-on-year to 184.5
exabytes, with the total user base crossing
488 million, including 191 million 5G
customers.Reliance Retail, another key
engine of growth, delivered a strong
performance too. Revenue rose 16% year-
on-year to Rs 88,620 crore, while
EBITDA was up 14% at Rs 6,711 crore.
Net profit jumped 29% to Rs 3,519 crore,
driven by strength in consumer
electronics and grocery segments.

"Reliance Retail delivered strong growth
in revenue and profits, powered by
improved efficiencies, innovative
formats, and continued tech investments,"
said Isha Ambani, Executive Director of
Reliance Retail Ventures.On the flip side,
the oil and gas business — which includes
production from the KG-D6 block —
posted a small slip. Revenue dipped 0.4%
year-on-year to Rs 6,440 crore, while
EBITDA fell 9%. That said, production
volumes remained healthy, with daily gas
output at 26.73 million metric standard
cubic metres per day.Should you buy, sell
or hold Reliance shares?The mood among
brokerages is upbeat. Motilal Oswal
reiterated its 'Buy' call with a slightly
revised target price of Rs 1,515, noting
strong retail growth and a cooling off in
capex. CLSA maintained its 'Outperform’
rating with a target of Rs 1,650,
highlighting the company’s plans to enter
quick commerce as a fresh trigger.
Nomura also raised its target to Rs 1,650,
pointing to upcoming tariff hikes at Jio,
the new energy business, and a potential
Jio listing as big catalysts.Global
heavyweights JPMorgan and Morgan
Stanley both have 'Overweight' ratings.
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Jute makeover for Delhi parks: DDA to curb
dust, boost green cover on Yamuna tracks

According to DDA
officials, Saxena
has directed that
jute carpeting bhe
used not only at
Asita Park but also
inside the Northern
Ridge, where
restoration work is
underway following

NEW DELHI. The Delhi Development

The development came to light after

According to DDA officials, Saxena has

his recent visit.

Authority (DDA) has started using jute
carpeting on pathways and walking/cycling
tracks in its parks, particularly those located
on the Yamuna floodplains.

Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena inspected
Asita Park on Sunday, where jute pathways
are currently being laid. The move aims to
prevent dust pollution, curb soil erosion, and
naturally support grass growth, while also
promoting the jute farming sector and
industry.

directed that jute carpeting be used not only at
Asita Park but also inside the Northern
Ridge, where restoration work is underway
following his recent visit. Drawing on his
experience with the Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC), Saxena,
who has spearheaded the creation of several
green spaces along the Yamuna, instructed the
DDA to opt for jute on walking, cycling, and
even driving tracks across the floodplains,
including Asita Park opposite ITO.

In a statement, the DDA said that while Saxena
had earlier prohibited concretisation within the
parks on the Yamuna floodplains, the resulting
earthen tracks generated considerable dust
during use, creating inconvenience for walkers

and cyclists and contributing to
environmental pollution.

“To address this, Saxena asked the DDA to
employ loosely knitted jute carpeting on the
tracks. Its use at Asita has already produced
desired results, including significant dust
mitigation,” the DDA stated.

“Moreover, the technique has encouraged
grass growth through the gaps in the jute,
naturally binding the carpeting to the
ground and strengthening the track
surface.” Following the success at Asita,
Saxena has now directed that the method be
replicated across the Northern Ridge parks
as well. Later, taking to X (formerly
Twitter), the L-G said, “DDA will be using
jute carpeting on all earthen walking tracks
in its parks on the Yamuna and inside the
Delhi Ridge. The successful experiment at
Asita ensured dust mitigation and resulted
in multiple benefits for walkers and

cyclists.” He added, “The thick, loosely knitted

jute carpeting allows grass to grow through it,
binding the eco-friendly material to the earth. It
will also help promote jute artisans.”

Cheetah Nirva gives birth to 5
cubs, Kuno's big cat count
rises to 29

New Delhi. Kuno National Park witnessed a new
milestone in India's cheetah conservation efforts as the
cheetah Nirva gave birth to five cubs. Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Dr Mohan Yadav and Union Minister for
the Environment Bhupender Yadav shared the news on
X.

The Chief Minister said, “The success of the cheetah
project symbolises the enrichment of biodiversity in
India. Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India is achieving historic milestones in the
conservation of its natural heritage.”

With this development, India's total cheetah population
now stands at 31. The Kuno park now houses 29
cheetahs, including 19 cubs and 10 adults. Two male
cheetahs from Kuno, Pawak and Prabhash, were
recently relocated to Gandhi Sagar wildlife sanctuary in
Madhya Pradesh.

Kuno National
Park officials
confirmed that
Nirva gave birth
on April 25, but
the presence of
the cubs was
verified on
Sunday through
video footage
recorded by veterinarians. Nirva, who was brought from
South Africa in February 2023, is five-and-a-half years
old. She had been residing in a large enclosure when she
gave birth on Sunday. Last year too, she gave birth to
two cubs, but unfortunately, they did not survive.

In September 2022, eight cheetahs from Namibia — five
females and three males — were released into Kuno
National Park, marking the first-ever intercontinental
relocation of the species.

In February 2023, twelve more cheetahs arrived from
South Africa. Prior to the recent birth of five cubs, Kuno
was home to 24 cheetahs, including 14 cubs born in
India.

Rohini tragedy: Strong winds
caused jhuggi blaze to spread
rapidly

NEW DELHI. A massive fire ripped through 800
Jjhuggis ata JJ cluster near Shri Niketan Apartments in
Rohini's Sector 17 Sunday, claiming the lives of two
toddlers and leaving a 28-year-old man battling
critical injuries.Some 2,500 people were left homeless
in the blaze that engulfed a five-acre area densely
packed with jhuggis. The bodies of the victims, a two-
and-a-half-year-old girl and a three-year-old boy,
were recovered from separate shacks. Both were
declared 'brought dead' in hospital.

A 28-year-old man, Shabul Sheikh, suffered serious
burns. Firefighters battled for over three hours to
douse the blaze. The slum cluster, mainly populated
by ragpickers, is surrounded by apartment buildings
on all sides, making access difficult. According to
Delhi Fire Services (DFS), a call regarding the fire
was received at 11.55am. “Immediately, 26 fire
tenders were dispatched, and around 150 firefighters
were involved in the firefighting operation,” a DFS
official said.

Fire tenders could not reach the interior lanes and had to
be stationed on the main road, with water pipes
extending deep into the cluster. “The flames leapt
from one jhuggi to the next in no time. There were
highly flammable substances inside the homes. Small
gas cylinders, which residents used for cooking, also
exploded inside several shacks. Some homes were
connected to a gas pipeline as well, which had to be
immediately shut down to prevent an even official
added. Strong winds also helped in spreading the fire.
Many trees and electric poles were also engulfed in the
conflagration, adding to its intensity. “There was areal
fear that the fire would spread to thesurrounding
apartments. It did catch onto the exterior of some
buildings, but fortunately did not enter the flats,” the
official said. “Adding to the danger, many residents,
primarily ragpickers, stored scrap materials such as
plastic bottles and other combustible waste near their
homes, which fueled the fire further.

(M Rekha Gupta urges Delhiites to switch to

rooftop solar, 5-star appliances

Citing government subsidies and long-term savings, chief minister calls for eco-
friendly choices to make Delhi clean and energy-efficient.

NEW DELHI. Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta has called upon residents to
embrace energy efficiency by
adopting rooftop solar installations
and using S-star rated
electrical appliances.

In a public appeal, she
reaffirmed her government’s
commitment to making Delhi
clean. green and energy-
efficient.

In her letter to Delhi residents,
the CM praised the city’s
citizens for their growing
awareness over the years,
citing their shift towards
solar energy, energy-efficient
appliances and pollution
control measures. “These
efforts are not only beneficial at an
individual level but are invaluable for
future generations,” she said.

Highlighting the financial viability of
solar energy adoption, Gupta pointed
to the Pradhan Mantri Surya Ghar

Muft Bijli Yojana launched by the
central government, supplemented by
Delhi government’s capital subsidy
and Generation-Based Incentive

(GBI) for five years. “With these
initiatives, installing rooftop solar has
become more affordable than ever.
Banks are also offering loans with
easy terms, repayable over ten years at
aninterestrate 0f 6.5-7%,” she said.

Providing a detailed example, the CM

explained that installing a 3 kW

rooftop solar plant would cost

approximately Rs 2 lakh. Of this, the

government would offer a subsidy of
about Rs 1.08 lakh, bringing
the consumer’s share down to
Rs 92,000. For a household
with a monthly electricity
consumption of 500 units, the
solar plant could bring the
electricity bill down to zero,
resulting in monthly savings
of around Rs 2,904-3,282,
along with an additional
monthly GBI benefit of Rs 900
for five years.

“lappeal to all Delhiites to adopt
rooftop solar and energy-
efficient appliances and make

smart, eco-sensitive decisions in their
homes.

These small steps will not only reduce
your electricity bills but will also
contribute to making Delhi clean and
beautiful,” the chief minister said.

CGEN

Delhi government to launch survey
and financial scheme for cow shelters

NEW DELHL. In a move aimed at
addressing the problem of stray
cattle on the city’s roads, the
Delhi government has decided to
conduct a survey of cow shelters
and formulate a scheme to
extend financial support for their
smooth operation.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
announced the decision duringa &
public gathering at the Gramin
Gaushala in Bawana,
emphasizing that she, her
ministers, and BJP MLAs regard
cows as a mother figure (“Gau Mata”).
“It is a matter of great pain for us to see
cows roaming the roads and sometimes
meeting with accidents. The fault lies
with those who abandon them after
milking,” Gupta said. She reminded

cattle owners that rearing cows within o
city limits is prohibited and suggested She further stated that it is the

that bovines be housed in designated
areas such as Ghoga Dairy, located
about 50 kilometers from Central
Delhi. “It is unbearable to see even a
single cow wandering the streets. The

government and
philanthropists are
commitied to ensuring
fodder and shelter for the
cows.” the Chief Minister
said. Gupta said the
government would soon
undertake a comprehensive
survey of all cow shelters in
Delhi, following which a
scheme would be framed to
provide financial assistance
to these facilities for holistic
cow care,

government’s duty to take care of old
and ill cows abandoned on the roads
and reiterated her administration’s
commitment to fulfilling this
responsibility.

Left alliance retains dominance in
JNUSU elections; ABVP breaks
decade-long absence with Joint

Secretary win

NEW DELHI. JNU witnessed vibrant
celebrations as red and saffron flags dotted
the campus following the Jawaharlal Nehru
University Students' Union (INUSU)
elections. While the Left Unity panel claimed
three central posts, the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) made a historic
comeback after a nine-year hiatus, securing
the Joint Secretary position. The post of
President went to Nitish Kumar from AISA,
Vice-President was secured by Manisha from
DSF. and the General Secretary position was
won by Muntaha, also from DSF. This year,
the All India Students' Association (AISA)
allied with the Democratic Students'
Federation (DSF) following a split with the
Students' Federation of India (SFI).

Meanwhile, BAPSA-SFI panel failed to make a
mark in the panel this year. BAPSA though
had made a clean sweep in the JNUSU
election 2024, The newly elected Vice
President, Manisha, expressed her gratitude,
saying, "The credit for this win goes to the
university... JNU laal tha aur laal hi rahega...
We always worked for the students and raised
their voices, and we will continue doing this
work in the future too.”

ABVP’s Vaibhav Meena made history by
winning the Joint Secretary post, marking the
first time in recent history that ABVP has won
a central panel seat at INU. The organization
also secured 24 councillor seats out of42.

On Sunday afternoon when half of the vites
were counted, ABVP was leading across all
the seats especially with a good margin on
Presidentand Vice President seat.

However winning one seat in the central panel
for ABVP was a historic win at JNU. The
Varsity was apparently abuzz with loud
slogans by the ABVP leaders. The
organisation posted on X saying, "The victory
marks a significant achievement. This victory
reflects the trust and confidence of the student
community in the vision and dedication of
ABVP. Anew era of leadership begins!"

There were congratulatory messages to ABVP
asking then to not to allow the dafli gang to
drag INU their way.

Meanwhile Amit Malviya, BJP's Information
and Technology Incharge while wishing the
ABVP leaders said, "And it doesn’t stop
there. ABVP has delivered an unprecedented
performance in the JNUSU elections,
winning 23 out of 42 councillor seats across
16 schools and special centres — the highest
number of seats won by any student
organization."

The Jawaharlal Nehru University Students
Union (JNUSU) polls on Friday had
witnessed a voter turnout of 68.3%, a decline
of 5% from the previous year’s voting. In
2024 polls, the JNU had witnessed 73%
voting which was the highest in the past 12
years. However this year, out of 7906 number
ofvoters, 5400 votes were polled on Friday.

In pics: Members of Indian community abroad

hold protests against Pah
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New Delhi.With the world rallying behind
India over its stand against Pakistan in the
wake of the recent Pahalgam terror attack,
which killed 26 people, members of Indian
communities in different countries are
taking to the streets to express grief,
resentment and anger against the incident,
also holding protests.

Over the past few days, Indian-origin
people in some European countries held
peaceful demonstrations, expressing
solidarity with the families of the victims.
Members of the Indian community held
protests outside the Pakistan High They also observed silence in honour of

against the Pakistani mission in the UK.
Indian expatriates in Finland's capital,

outside Senate Square, holding placards
demanding justice for the victims.

Commission in London.
People could be seen holding the Indian tri-
colour in their hands as they raised slogans

those who perished in the dastardly attack.
An appeal made to invite Indian people to
join the demonstration in Helsinki read

"To the innocent lives lost in the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam, Kashmir, India".

Helsinki, also held a demonstration On April 22, at least 26 people, 25 of whom

were tourists enjoying the scenic beauty ol
the Baisaran meadows in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam, were gunned down
by terrorists belonging to The Resistance
Front (TRF), an offshoot of the Pakistani
terror group Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).
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US urges India, Pak to work
towards 'responsible

solution’ after Pahalgam
attack

WORLD. The United States on Sunday urged India
and Pakistan to pursue a "responsible resolution"
following a deadly terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Pahalgam, while affirming its support for
India.

The US State Department said it has been in contact
with both governments at multiple levels as tensions
escalate after the April 22 attack, which left 26
people dead. Following the dastardly attack, India
announced a diplomatic offensive against Pakistan,
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi vowing to
identify, track and punish the terrorists and
conspirators behind the attack.Pakistan responded
with tit-for-tat moves and called for an independent
investigation while its minister openly issued threats
to India. Given the ongoing tensions, US has urged
both couniries to "work towards a responsible
resolution"."This is an evolving situation, and we are
monitoring developments closely," a State
Department spokesperson said in an emailed
statement to news agency Reuters."The United
States encourages all parties to work together
towards aresponsible resolution."

The spokesperson reiterated US condemnation of the
attack, saying Washington "stands with India,"
echoing similar remarks from President Donald
Trump and Vice President JD Vance.Washington
views New Delhi as a key partner in its efforts to
counter China's growing influence in Asia. Although
Pakistan remains a US ally, its strategic importance
has lessened following the 2021 American
withdrawal from Afghanistan.Meanwhile, China on
Sunday backed Pakistan’s call for an “impartial
probe™ into India’s allegations. Beijing’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said it supports a neutral
investigation, following a call between Pakistan's
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi. [slamabad proposed that
an investigative team could include experts from
China, Russia, or Western countries.

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also said his
government is open to participating in any neutral
enquiry into the Pahalgam attack.

Russia launches 150 drones
on Ukraine as Trump doubts
Putin's desire for peace

WORLD. Russia launched a sweeping drone assault
and airstrikes across Ukraine early Sunday, killing at
least four people, officials said, after US President
Donald Trump cast doubt over Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s willingness to end the war.

Three people died and four were wounded in airstrikes
on Kostyantynivka in the Donetsk region of eastern
Ukraine, the regional prosecutor’s office said.
Another person died and a I4-year-old girl was
wounded in a drone attack on the city of Pavlohrad in
the Dnipropetrovsk region, which was hit for the third
consecutive night, Gov. Serhii Lysak said.

The attacks came hours after Russia claimed to have
regained control over the remaining parts of the
Kursk region that Ukrainian forces seized in a
surprise incursion in August 2024, Ukrainian
officials said the fighting in Kursk was still
ongoing. Trump said Saturday he doubts Putin wants
to end the more than 3-year-old war, expressing new
skepticism a peace deal can be reached soon. Only a
day earlier, Trump had said Ukraine and Russia were
* very close to a deal.”There was no reason for Putin
to be shooting missiles into civilian areas, cities and
towns, over the last few days,” Trump wrote in a
social media post as he flew back to the US after
attending the funeral of Pope Francis at the Vatican,
where he met briefly with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Trump also hinted at further
sanctions against Russia.On Sunday evening, as he
left his golf club in New Jersey, Trump told reporters
he remained “disappointed” in Russia’s attacks.
Trump said of Putin: “I want him to stop shooting, sit
down and make a deal.”Asked what he would do if
Russia does not stop its attacks, Trump replied: “I
have alot of things that 1 cando.”

Vancouver festival attack
suspect charged with
murder as toll rises to 11

WORLD. Murder charges were filed Sunday againsta
suspect after a car ramming attack killed 11 people at
a Filipino heritage festival in South Vancouver. The
suspect, 30-year-old Kai-Ji Adam Lo, has been
charged with eight counts of second-degree murder,
and prosecutors say additional charges are expected.

The victims, whose ages ranged from 5 to 65, were
among the dozens injured, many of them critically,
during the attack on Saturday night.Lo, a resident,
appeared in court and remains in custody, the
Associated Press reported citing prosecutors.
Authorities said the attack does not appear to be
terrorism-related but confirmed the suspect has a
documented history of mental health issues and past
interactions with police and healthcare professionals.

The tragedy unfolded shortly after 8 p.m. during the
Lapu Lapu Day festival. Witnesses reported that a
black Audi SUV slowly passed a barricade before the
driver suddenly accelerated into a crowded street
lined with food trucks and festival goers.Kris
Pangilinan, a vendor at the event, described the
horrifying moment. “He sideswiped someone on his
right side and 1 was like, ‘Oh, yo yo.” And then he
slammed on the gas,” Pangilinan was quoted as
saying by AP. “And the sound of the acceleration, it
sounds like an F1 car about to start a race,” he further
said. The SUV’s front end was heavily damaged by
the impact, and scenes of chaos followed. Attendees
rushed to help the wounded, while others tackled and
detained the driver until police arrived.
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North Korea Admits Sending Troops To
Fight For Russia In War Agonns’r Ukraine

Seoul. North Korea confirmed for the first
time it had deployed troops to Russia, with
state news agency KCNA on Monday
reporting that Pyongyang's soldiers helped
Moscow reclaim territory under Ukrainian
control in the Russian border region of
Kursk.The admission comes just days after
Russia confirmed the North's participation,

Korean and Western

intelligence agencies having long reported

that Pyongyang sent more than 10,000

with South

soldiers to help in Kursk last year.

"The sub-units of our armed forces," the
North's Central Military Commission said
in the KCNA report, had "participated in
the operations for liberating the Kursk
areas according to the order of the head of
state of the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea".North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un's decision to deploy the troops, it said,
was in accordance with a mutual defence
treaty."They who fought for justice are all
heroes and representatives of the honour of
the motherland," Kim said according to

KCNA.

combat.

Kim.

According to the Central Military
"the operations for
liberating the Kursk area to repel the
adventurous invasion of the Russian
Federation by the Ukrainian authorities
were victoriously concluded".Russian
Chief of Staff Valery Gerasimov on
Saturday hailed the "heroism" of the North
Korean soldiers, who he said "provided
significant assistance in defeating the

Commission,

group of Ukrainian armed forces".

Kim added that a monument to the "battle
feats" would soon be built in the capital,
and referred to "the tombstones of the
fallen soldiers", publicly confirming that
North Korean troops had been killed in

The country must "take important national
measures to specially honour and care

for the families of war veterans," said

South Korea's Ministry of Defence said
Monday during a regular press briefing that

spokesperson said.
'Easeinternal backlash’

lgnoring instructor, Army pilot's risky move
led to deadly Washington crash: Report

WORLD. A risky flying manoeuvre, a

series of miscommunications, and
ignoring her co-pilot's warnings led to
the Black Hawk helicopter crashing
into an American Airlines flight over
the Potomac River in the US - resulting
in the deaths of 67 people aboard,
including all three members of the
chopper - according to a report by The
New York Times.The helicopter was
flying at 278 feet, way above its
permissible limit of 200 feet, while the
plane - flying at an altitude of 313 feet -
was heading towards runway 33 at the
Ronald Reagan Washington National
Airport in Virginia when they collided
mid-air at an altitude of about 300 feet
at 8:48 pm (local time) on January 29,
2025."Not only was the Black Hawk
flying too high, but in the final seconds
before the crash, its pilot failed to heed
a directive from her co-pilot, an Army
flight instructor, to change course,”
read the NYT report. The report further

blames the air traffic controller for
lacking both clarity and urgency in its
communication with the chopper.

Captain Rebecca Lobach failed to follow

her co-pilot and instructor Andrew
Eaves's order to turn left in a bid to
avoid the descending aircraft, ignoring
his instructions just 15 seconds before
the crash.The crash has also put
additional focus on a flying manoeuvre
- known as visual separation - which
was deployed by the chopper, which
was on an army training mission to take
government officials to safety in case
of an attack. Visual separation is often
seen as a technique used by small
aircraft and choppers to evacuate top
government officials in case of an
emergency.As per the report, the visual
separation technique was not executed
properly. In visual separation, the pilot
assumes the responsibility of detecting
and steering clear of nearby air traffic
rather than only depending on radar

separation using radar surveillance -
which is used to maintain a safe
distance between aircrafts in a bid to
avoid any collision.The practice has its
limitations - poor visibility and limited
range of vision from the cockpit,
among others. Hence, it is allowed only
under controlled conditions.In air
traffic control, visual separation means
that air traffic controllers use the fact
that pilots can see each other and their
own aircraft to ensure that they are kept
apart, rather than relying solely on
radar separation. This method is used in
controlled airspace, especially during
approaches and departures, when
visual separation is deemed safe.

Roughly two minutes before the crash,

the air traffic controller had given the
chopper permission for visual
separation. From that moment on, the
chopper had to rely more on its own
visuals than on air control's instructions
to avoid any collisions.

Iran port blast toll climbs to 40,
government refutes missile cargo link

DUBALI The death toll from a powerful

explosion at Iran's biggest port of
Bandar Abbas has risen to at least 40,
with more than 1,200 people injured,
state media reported on Sunday, as
firetighters worked to fully extinguish
the fire.Saturday's blast took place in
the Shahid Rajaee section of the port,
Iran's biggest container hub, shattering
windows for several kilometres
around, tearing metal strips off
shipping containers and badly
damaging goods inside, state media
said.The incident occurred as Iran held
a third round of nuclear talks with the
United States in Oman.Fires kept
breaking out in different parts of the
affected area as of Sunday night,
according to state media, with
helicopters and fire fighters continuing
efforts to extinguish them.

Chemicals at the port were suspected to

have fuelled the explosion, but the
exact cause was not clear and Iran's
Defence Ministry denied international
media reports that the blast may be
linked to the mishandling of solid fuel
used for missiles.A spokesperson for

the ministry told state TV the reports
were "aligned with enemy psyops".
saying that the blast-hit area did not
contain any military cargo.The
Associated Press cited British security

firm Ambrey as saying the port in
March had received sodium
perchlorate, which is used to propel
ballistic missiles and whose
mishandling could have led to the
explosion.The Financial Times
newspaper reported in January the
shipment of two Iranian vessels from
China containing enough of the
ingredient to propel as many as 260
mid-range missiles, helping Tehran to

replenish its stocks following its direct
missile attacks on its arch-foe Israel in
2024.Plumes of black smoke rose
above the site on Sunday and pieces of
twisted metal and debris lay scattered
across the blast site.By early
afternoon, the head of Iran's Red
Crescent Society told state media
the fire was 90% extinguished and
officials said port activities had
resumed in unaffected parts of
Shahid Rajaee.A spokesperson for
the country's crisis management
organisation appeared on Saturday
to blame the explosion on poor
storage of chemicals in containers
at Shahid Rajaece, adding that
earlier warnings had highlighted
potential safety risks.Government
spokesperson Fatemeh Mohajerani
cautioned against "premature
speculation", saying final assessments
would be shared after
investigations.Negligence has ofien
been blamed in a series of deadly
incidents that have hit Iranian energy
and industrial infrastructure in recent
years."Did we really have to hold the

North Korea's troop deployment violates
UN Security resolutions.
"By officially acknowledging it, (the North)

has admitted to its own criminal acts,"

Experts believe the decision to publicly
disclose the deployment had been agreed
on in advance by North Korea and
Russia."The two countries agreed to
disclose the deployment because they
judged that the benefits of compensation

for the troop deployment outweighed the
potenual damage to their international
image," Yang Moo-jin, president of the
University of North Korean Studies in
Seoul, told AFP.By promising state
benefits to the deployed troops, North
Korea could also "sufficiently ease
internal backlash," he said, adding that
the move reflected Pyongyang's
confidence.

"North Korea likely aimed to showcase that
victory was achieved thanks to their
involvement, thereby securing greater

rewards from Russia," Yang added.Despite
Moscow claiming the "liberation” of its
western region, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said Sunday that
Ukraine's army was still fighting in Kursk.
Pyongyang's Central Military Commission
said the operation was proof of the "firm
militant friendship between the two
countries of the DPRK and Russia", using
an acronym for North Korea's official
name.

their

Lufthansa flight makes
emergency landing in
Boston after iPad gets

stuck in seat

UPDATED. A Lufthansa flight bound for Munich from
Los Angeles was forced to make an unscheduled
landing after a passenger's iPad jammed in a business-
class seat. The Airbus A380, carrying 461 passengers,
was on its way to Munich when the incident occurred
roughly three hours into the flight, on Wednesday, April
23,

The flight was diverted to Boston Logan International
Airport early Thursday morning after the tablet showed
visible signs of deformation due to the seat's movement.

A Lufthansa spokesperson told Business Insider that the
decision to divert the flight was made to eliminate any
potential risk, particularly concerning the possibility of
the device overheating.Lithium-ion batteries,

commonly found in tablets and other electronic
devices, can pose serious safety risks if damaged,
including the potential for thermal runaway. which
could cause the battery to catch fire or even
explode.The diversion was a precautionary measure,
according to Lufthansa, with both the flight crew and air
traffic control agreeing on the decision.After landing in
Boston, a Lufthansa Technik team boarded the aircraft
to safely remove and inspect the iPad. Once the device
was deemed no longer a threat, the flight resumed its
journey and ultimately arrived in Munich at 4:35 pm
local time on Thursday, about three hours later than
scheduled. This incident highlights the growing safety
concerns regarding electronic devices on flights. The
quick response from Lufthansa ensured the safety of all
passengers and crew.

This is not the first time a passenger's electronic device
has led to a flight diversion. Recently, an Air France
flight was forced to return to Paris after a passenger lost
their mobile phone onboard, highlighting the
importance of safety when it comes to electronic

Hunger breaks everything':
Desperate Gazans scramble for food

w1he humanitarian crisis in Gaza

has worsened significantly since

Israel blocked all aid from

entering the territory on March

2, days before resuming its

military campaign following the

collapse of a ceasefire.

—

GAZACITY. At the break of dawn, 10-year-
old Youssef al-Najjar races barefoot,
clutching a battered pot, to a community
kitchen in Gaza City, only to find hundreds
of others already queueing."People push
and shove out of fear of missing their turn.
There are little children who fall," said
Youssef, his voice barely rising above a
whisper. Thousands of Gazans, including
many children, rush to community kitchens

territory on March

every day in the hope of securing food for
their families. The humanitarian crisis in
Gaza has worsened significantly since
Israel blocked all aid from entering the
2, days before resuming

its military campaign following the

collapse of a ceasefire.Supplies are
dwindling and the UN's World Food '
Programme (WFP) on Friday said it had
sent out its "last remaining food stocks"
to kitchens.The weight of responsibility
fell on Youssef's shoulders after his
father was killed in the war.He dreams
not of toys or games, but of something
achingly simple: to sit at a table with his
mother and sister, eating peacefully.For
that, each morning, he races to the
community kitchen."Sometimes, in the
chaos, my pot slips from my hands, and the
food spills onto the ground," he told AFP.

"I return home empty-handed... and that pain
is worse than hunger."AFP footage from a
community kitchen in Gaza City shows
scores of boys and girls crowded outside
the facility, pushing their pots and pans

children to eat."

forward in a desperate attempt to secure
whatever food they can.One young man is
even seen hitting a boy with a metal pot as
he approaches a container of freshly-
cooked rice."l have been waiting for over

five hours to get a plate of rice for the
said Mohammed Abu
Sanad, a displaced Gazan, at another such
facility."l have no income, and if we get
food from the free kitchen, we eat. If not,
we'll die of hunger."The WFP, one of the
main providers of food assistance in Gaza,

said these kitchens were expected to run out
of food "in the coming days".
'I'wished 1 would die'
For Aida Abu Rayala, 42, the need was
greater than ever."There is no flour, no
bread, no way to feed my children. We
stand for hours under the blazing sun and
sometimes in the freezing cold," said
Rayala, from central Gaza's Nuseirat
area."Some days, after hours of waiting,
_ thefood runs out before my turn comes."
"~ Rayala's home was destroyed in an air
« strike, and the family now lives in a tent
of thin nylon sheets.One day, she waited
for three hours, her feet blistering from
standing. When she finally reached the
counter, there was no food left."l went
home with empty hands. My children
cried... and in that moment, I wished I
would die rather than see them hungry
again."At the heart of Gaza's food
assistance is Faten al-Madhoun, 52, a
volunteer chef who runs a charity kitchen in
Beit Lahia, northern Gaza.She and her 13
volunteers cook by hand
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SPORTS

Alexander Zverey,
Aryna Sabalenka Battle
Through In Madrid Open

New Delhi. World number two Alexander
Zverev was taken to the limit by Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina in a gripping Madrid
Open third round battle on Sunday,
progressing 2-6, 7-6 (7/3), 7-6 (7/0). The
Spaniard, roared on by the partisan home
crowd, broke in the first and third games to
claim the first set with ease. Zverev fought to
get back on serve after falling a break behind
at the start of the third, and saved two break
points in the ninth game before a tie-break.

The German won it and was stronger in the
third set, breaking for a 5-4 lead.

However serving for the match, Zverev was
broken to love by the in-form Davidovich
Fokina, ranked 29th, but it was his last
hurrah as the top seed dominated the second
tie-break."The first set wasn't my best tennis,
but in sport it can change very quickly, I was
down a set and a break but I kept fighting and
I'm very happy for the win," Zverev told
TVE."It was a very tough win... Alex was
playing unbelievable tennis, the best tennis
of his life."The two-time Madrid champion
will face Francisco Cerundolo in the last 16,
after the Argentinian overcame his
compatriot Francisco Comesana in straight
sets.

Zverev was warned by the umpire after he took
a photograph during the match of a ball
mark, debating an electronic line-call which
said one of the Spaniard's shots was in.

"I honestly think there was a defect in the
system," he told reporters.

“I'm a fan of the electronic line calling, but the
ball was not like a little bit, one millimetre in,
one millimetre out, it was like four, five
centimetres (out)."

Rishabh Pant fantastic as
LSG captain, batting dip
not due to price tag:
Laheer Khan

New Delhi.

Former India fast bowler and
Lucknow Super Giants mentor Zaheer
Khan jumped to the defence of Rishabh
Pant, saying the wicketkeeper-batter will
return to form sooner rather than later and
that the team management has full faith in
him. Pant has been enduring one of the
leanest patches of his career, managing just
110 runs in nine innings at an average of 12.

After Rishabh Pant said he was not overly
concerned about his form, mentor Zaheer
Khan also played down suggestions that the
captain's struggles were due to the pressure
of his hefty price tag. Pant was bought by
LSG for Rs 27 crore - the costliest signing
in IPL history.

Pant has appeared low on confidence with the
bat, struggling to find any rhythm during
his innings. More often than not, he has
failed to give himself enough time at the
crease, trying to do too much too early.
Barring a fifty against Chennai Super
Kings, Pant has not crossed the 25-run mark
in any of his other eight innings in IPL
2025,

"I wouldn't relate it to anything like that. He is
a leader and he has been fantastic as a
leader, that's something I can vouch for."
Zaheer said after LSG's 54-run defeat to Ml
at Wankhede Stadium on Sunday."The kind
of efforts he has been taking to ensure cach
and every individual in the group is
comfortable, is heard, and that the planning
around everything in the IPL is spot on,

"As a leader. he is ticking all the boxes. As a
batter, the middle order is dependent on
Rishabh and I am very confident that the

IPL 2025: Underrated Krunal Pandya
proves his worth in stellar stint with RCB

«|PL 2025: While Krunal Pandya

flaunted his batting resurgence

in RCB's win over Delhi
Capitals on Sunday, he has
howled with greater freedom
and purpose for his new side.
At RCB, the veteran all-rounder
is playing with o clear sense

of belonging.

. ]

New Delhi. Utility players like Krunal
Pandya are worth their weight in gold in the
Indian Premier League. At Lucknow Super
Giants, Krunal had his moments but never
quite left a lasting impression.

After being an integral part of Mumbai
Indians' dominant run between 2016 and
2021 - aspell that even earned him an India
call-up - expectations were high. Yet,
during his stint at LSG, Krunal's
performances did little to set the
tournament alight.

Now, in the red and black of Royal

Challengers Bengaluru, Krunal
Pandya is a man transformed.
The 34-year-old all-rounder has
rediscovered his verve, thriving
in a team that finally feels
greater than the sum of'its parts.
On Sunday, during RCB's record-
breaking sixth consecutive away
win of IPL 2025, Krunal took
centre stage. First with the ball -
where he was miserly and
menacing - conceding just 28
runs in his four overs and snaring =
the prized wicket of Faf du
Plessis. In tandem with the
promising young leg-spinner Suyash
Sharma, Krunal applied the spin
chokehold on Delhi Capitals on a sluggish,
two-paced surface at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium.It was an all-round bowling effort
that restricted Delhi to a modest 162 for 8
from their 20 overs - and laid the platform
for what was to come.Krunal, long
regarded for his utility, shone brightly with
the bat as well. Registering his first fifty-
plus score in the IPL since the 2016 season,
he hit an unbeaten 73 off just 47 balls.
Alongside the ever-reliable Virat Kohli,
Krunal stitched a decisive 119-run

partnership that turned a rocky start - RCB
had slumped to 26 for 3 in the powerplay -
into a composed, confident chase,
completed with an over to spare.Krunal
has always been a wholehearted trier,
leaving nothing behind on the field. This

time, however, his hard work was
rewarded with numbers - and impact - for
all to see.

"It is always good to see the results.

Sometimes, when you have put the hard
work in behind the scenes, it feels good
when it comes off. It is quite satisfying,"
Krunal said after the match.

The opportunity to bat higher up the order

1201 comeback for KL Rahul? Kevin
Pietersen backs DC star af No. 4 for India

New Delhi. Delhi Capitals (DC) mentor
Kevin Pietersen said KL Rahul is the
ideal choice for India's No. 4 spot in
T20Is. After joining the franchise for
Rs 14 crore, the right-handed batter has
delivered strong performances, scoring 7
364 runs in eight games at a strike rate |
of 146.18 and an average of 60.66,
including three half-centuries.Rahul,
who has two T20I centuries for India,
has not featured for the national side §
since the T20 World Cup 2022 semi-
final against England at the Adelaide
Oval. Speaking after DC’s six-wicket
loss to Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) on Sunday, Pietersen
emphasised that, given Rahul’s current

‘

_.'

Yadav) who bats at the top, you've got all of
these guys.

form, he deserves a comeback to the Indian  But the way that KL Rahul is playing cricket

team.

*l would back KL at four for India in T20
cricket. I think you guys have got plenty of
opening batters. You've got Rohit
(Sharma), you've got Surya (Suryakumar

now — he would be my first choice to bat at
four and keep wicket for India,” Pietersen
was quoted as saying in the post-match
press conference.Rahul scored 41 runs off
39 balls, hitting three fours, to help DC post

162 for eight in 20 overs. However, his

down the target with nine balls to spare.
"Rahul s so positive”
Pietersen praised Rahul for his positive

4+ approach and highlighted his strong

performances in the Champions
Trophy, where he amassed 140 runs at
an average of 140, with a top score of
42%* against Australia in Dubai.
Pietersen added that he has had
discussions with Rahul about making
adjustments to his technique to better
handle the demands of T20 cricket.”]
don't think that they've changed their
way necessarily just since I've joined the
franchise. They changed — certainly KL
has been playing in a very positive manner
since late last year, mid to late last year.

We saw how he finished off a couple of the

games for India and almost sealed the deal
for you guys in the Champions Trophy in
Dubai,” Pietersen said.

Mikel Arteta Faces Champions League
Showdown With Mentor Luis Enrique

New Delhi.Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta will
have to beat one of the most influential
figures in his football life when the
Gunners face Luis Enrique's Paris Saint-
Germain in the Champions League semi-
finals. Arteta's side host PSG in the first
leg on Tuesday as the Spaniard aims to
lead Arsenal to only the second
Champions League final appearance in
their history. Standing in his way is a
close friend who, along with Manchester
City boss Pep Guardiola, played a major
role in his compatriot's impressive
transition from the pitch to the dug-out.

Luis Enrique was a senior star at Barcelona
when Arteta started his playing career at
the Camp Nou, a period that had a major
impact on his managerial philosophy with
Arsenal.

"He was extremely supportive with the young
players, he was one of the main characters by
far. 1 have really good memories of him,"
Arteta said."What T love about him is
wherever he's been, as a player or a manager,

his fingerprints are all over the place.

"You can sense it's his team with the way his
players behave, the way they want to attack
and dominate games."The pupil has already
got the better of his mentor once this season,
when Arsenal eased to a 2-0 win over PSG in
the league phase at the Emirates in October.

But PSG have improved dramatically since

then, in large part because Luis Enrique's
decision to drop Ousmane Dembele
against Arsenal for disciplinary reasons
has inspired the France forward's superb
run of form.

It was the kind of ruthless gamble that
Arteta is willing to take himself."l admire
his honesty. He will look in your eyes and
tell you what he thinks. In the end, players
appreciate that," Arteta said."An
unbelievable personality, huge character,
huge energy. I learnt a lot of things from
him.

"For me he's one of the best coaches in the
world and someone who helped me a
huge amount. [ have the utmost respect
both for how he is as a person and his way

of working."The feeling is mutual, with Luis
Enrique saying: "He is one of the best
coaches at the moment.

“He changed Arsenal's fortunes from a

somewhat winless streak to one of the best
teams in the world that is competing for
titles."

KRUNAL'S MOST

New Delhi.

came following Rajat Patidar's
unfortunate run-out. With RCB
seeking to maintain a left-right
combination, Krunal was
promoted to No. 5 - and he seized
the moment.The Baroda all-
rounder took his time settling in,
scratching his way to 24 off 26
balls. But once the gears shifted,
he was unstoppable - dispatching
Mukesh Kumar, Kuldeep Yadav,
and Dushmantha Chameera to all
parts. With Kohli anchoring from
the other end, Krunal grew in
authority. timing the ball sweetly
and finding gaps at will. His unbeaten 73 -
peppered with timing, placement, and
resolve - was a statement innings.
SUCCESSFUL
SEASON WITH BALL

While his batting resurgence is encouraging,

it is Krunal's bowling that has been his
standout contribution this season.Across
10 matches, Krunal has already collected
13 wickets - the most he has managed in
any IPL season. The left-arm spinner has
matured into a complete operator, mixing
aggression and containment with
impressive poise.

Shane Bond rues not seizing 'key

moments' as RR aim for good
finish to the season

efforts went in vain as RCB chased [

Rajasthan Royals (RR) fast
bowling coach Shane Bond said that the team
rues not being able to seize key moments in
their Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL 2025)
campaign. Rajasthan are tottering at the ninth
spot on the points table with two wins from
nine matches, having four points to their
name. The Sanju Samson-led side has
suffered massively due to the injury to their
captain, who had to sit out for the first three
matches and only play as an impact player.

Furthermore, his injury was exacerbated

against Delhi Capitals (DC), forcing him to
miss the last two matches. Apart from that,
Rajasthan have lost three matches back-to-
back from winning positions while chasing.
Recalling his team’s close losses, Bond stated
that it’s hard to accept losing matches after
being in control for 35 overs.

“I suppose the stuff that's hardest is that like I

feel like for us for 35 overs of games we've
played really well. In fact have been in control
in some games, and probably got into
positions, where we should have won. So you
have to give credit to the opposition. They
were good enough in those tight moments, to
go over the top of us and win those games. |
suppose that's what hurts is you go now, we're
2 and 7 or whatever we are 2 and 8 and go
*Jeez where we could sit on the table?. But
there's nothing we can do about that now,”
said Bond in the pre-match press conference.

Furthermore, the former speedster accepted

that they’re out of the playoffs race but said
that there’s still lot to play for and also
mentioned how seizing a few key moments
would’ve changed their fortunes.*So, look,
we're probably out of the tournament in terms
of the points table, but that doesn't mean
there's not a lot to play for. Obviously, as a
team, we want to make sure we finish the
season strong and continue playing well. But
also for individuals, there's a lot to play for
next season, wanting to stay with the
franchise, there's always that up. I think we've
played pretty good cricket.

How Arne Slot's Liverpool won o
Premier League race that felt different

In a Premier Leaque season
shaped by Liverpool's
dominance, it was the fierce,
unforgiving chase between the

chasing pack that truly brought But once you look beyond the top two, the

At first glance, the answer seems

different tale.

straightforward. Liverpool, with 82
points and four matches still left to play,
looked far ahead of the chasing pack.
Arsenal, sitting second with 67 points,
appeared distant enough to suggest a one-
sided procession.

entire perspective shifts dramatically.

Compare that to past seasons, and the
contrast is stark:2023-24: Manchester
City dominated with 91 points, with
only Arsenal (89) within reach. Aston
Villa, fourth, trailed far behind on 68.

1| 2022-23: Manchester City again led
comfortably with 89 points, Arsenal
followed with 84, while Manchester
United and Newcastle were spaced out
on75and 71.

impact we want from him will come. It's

272 Ci iv
just about something clicking," he added. A2 iy AoVl elged Livegoo.

to 92, but Chelsea (74) and

Afight of slender margins

the heartheat and drama week
While Slot’s Liverpool charged towards 93

Pant had an opportunity to lead LSG's chase
after they slipped to 60 for 2 in the seventh
over, losing Aiden Markram and Nicholas
Pooran - two of their most consistent batters
this season. LSG needed someone to anchor
the innings in a mammoth chase of 216, but
Pant threw his wicket away on the second
ball he faced, attempting a reverse sweep
against part-time off-spinner Will Jacks.

after relentless week.

New Delhi. Liverpool clinching their second

Premier League title and 20th domestic
crown might invite talk of a fierce title race
— but under Arne Slot’s stewardship, the
story was significantly different from
seasons past. While many spoke about a
"title race," the points tally told a very

the Premier League crown with authority,
the real heartbeat of the season was the
fierce, razor-thin battle that raged below
them. Arsenal held second place with 67
points — yet Newcastle (62), Manchester
City (61), and Chelsea (60) were stacked
tightly behind. Nottingham Forest, with 60
points and a game in hand, lurked
dangerously close, while Aston Villa, on 57,
stayed just one win away from the European

spots.

This campaign hasn’t just been about
Liverpool’s brilliance. It thrived on a
breathless, no-margin-for-error chase
among the rest — where every twist, every
stumble, and every late goal reshaped the
narrative.

How was it different from the past?

Every slip or surge this season carried far
greater consequences than in previous years.

Tottenham (71) were safe in third and fourth,
respectively.2019-20: During Liverpool’s
previous title win, they stormed to 99 points,
leaving Manchester City (81) and the rest far
adrift.

In contrast, the 2024-25 season offered no such

breathing room. Smaller sides rose.
traditional giants stumbled, and the race for
Europe — and pride — became ruthlessly
unforgiving.
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w ) Farah Khan's Cook Dilip Tries

Impressing Archana Puran Singh's Cook,
Says 'I'm Salman Khan': "Kis Angle Se?'
YV

W

her relationships, including her past with

actor Michael Corsale and artist Santanu
Hazarika. In a recent interview with Filmfare,
she said she has no regrets and spoke about how
people sometimes ask her, “Which number
boyfriend is this?"When asked if there’s
anything she would change in her life, Shruti

: ; hruti Haasan has always been open about

said she doesn’t regret her choices but feels bad
about hurting a few people who mattered to her.
She said she made mistakes, but that’s part of
life, and now spends time saying sorry to those
she may have hurt.

She said, “I have hurt some people and I wish I
didn’t do that. Everything else, | have like zero
regrets. I'm like, okay, | was a clown, it’s fine.
Just some people that were very valuable to me,
[ hurt them by mistake and I always now spend

Shruti Haasan 3

Reacts To People Asking Her "Which Number
Boyfriend Is This': 'l Failed At Having The Love...'

DOIALS
Sinha's

.. Hushand Zaheer Igbal
Reveals Why He Married

Her: 'Because You Are...'

onakshi Sinha and Zaheer Igbal made a lot of heads turn as they walked

S the ramp as a couple for the first time during Bombay Times Fashion

Week for Aynaa World. Sonakshi used her YouTube channel to give us

an insight into the behind-the-scenes fun before walking the ramp.As

Sonakshi is getting her hair done, Zaheer enters the room and says, “Kya

sunhera waatavaran hamn" (what a nice ambiance). To which, Sonakshi

points out, “Sunhera means golden". Stressing that he knows what sunhera

means, Zaheer replies, “that’s why [ married you because you are sunhera,
Golden.”

As Zaheer was getting his makeup done he cracked some jokes, entertaining
everyone with his usual sense of humor.Before Sonakshi wore her outfit, the
team shot an elaborate
video of it, which was
also seen in the YouTube
video on Sonakshi’s
channel.From choosing
her jewelry to taking fun
digs at each other, to
turning partners in crime
to scar a member of their |
staff, Sonakshi and
Zaheer most definitely
enjoyed their time getting |
ready forthe event.

The clip ends with
Sonakshi and Zaheer
having a fun banter about
who got ready first.

Flaunting the showstopper
outfit, Sonakshi was a
sight for the sore eyes in a
glamorous golden and
beige lehenga set. The
diva paired a golden
blouse with a matching
skirt that included floral
detailing and golden embellishments, and a matching sheer dupatta that was
worn like a cape.Sonakshi’s look was further enhanced with a diamond
necklace, earrings, and ring. She tied her look with a glowy base, heavy
blush and highlighter, contoured cheeks, mascara-coated lashes, winged
liner, shimmery lids, and glossy nude lips.

Meanwhile, Zaheer accompanied Sonakshi in a matching three-piece
sherwani set.Sonakshi and Zaheer are always seen having a good time with
one another. Their Instagram feed is also full of such fun banters between
the two.

my time saying sorry for it."Shruti Haasan
shared that she often wishes she hadn’t been so
influenced by her relationships. She admitted
this hasn’t changed much over time. She said
that while everyone has that one “dangerous .
ex," she generally moves on without regret.
Addressing comments about her dating
life, she said, “We all have that one
dangerous ex, apart from
that, I do close the chapter
with no regrets. That’s why
when people say, oh, which
number boyfriend is this?
You're not understanding

— for you it’s a number, for
me it’s the number of
times | failed at having the
love I want. So, I don’t feel
bad about it...but I feel a
little bad. Of course, I'm
human."

blame her partner when a

relationship ends because

people change differently. She

added that she’s always been loyal and
good in her relationships and doesn’t
feel the need to explain herself if she
decides to move on.Shruti Haasan was
last seen in the 2023 films Veera Simha
Reddy, Waltair Veerayya, The Eye, Hi
Nanna, and Salaar: Part | — Ceasefire. She
is currently working on Coolie, Jana
Nayagan, and Train.

—

ollywood’s favourite vlog queens, Archana

Puran Singh and Farah Khan, teamed up fora

super fun video recently. Farah took a ferry
all the way to Archana’s fancy mansion in Madh,
bringing along her go-to chef, Dilip. And Dilip was
shook by how huge and gorgeous the place was!It
was Farah’s first time there too, and she told
Archana she’s super proud of all she’s achieved.
Archana’s whole family — hubby Parmeet and
sons Ayushmaan and Aaryamann — welcomed
them warmly. But then came the tea... the boys
spilled that Archana can’t cook at all! She once
tried to toast bread in an air fryer because she
couldn’t find a toaster.

One of Archana’s sons offered to make Farah his
special vegan pasta with a sauce made from
cauliflower. Farah wasn’t sure about it at first and
made a face, but agreed to try it. She was surprised
when the sauce tasted just like Alfredo, even
without any cheese or cream. While the food was
cooking, Farah joked around with Dilip. She asked
Archana if she had her own “Dilip." and Archana
laughed and said, *“Yes, Bhagyashree. Shall we call
heras well?"

Bhagyashree came into the kitchen, and Farah asked
Dilip if he knew her. Dilip said he knew the actress
Bhagyashree. Farah joked, “Is there just one
Bhagyashree in the world?" Dilip looked at
Archana’s cook and asked if she was married,
which left her shocked. Dilip pretended to be upset
and said, “If she’s Bhagyashree, then I'm Salman
Khan." The cook quickly replied, “Kiss angle se?"

Farah Khan had previously teased Dilip’s upcoming
shoot with Shah Rukh Khan in an earlier vlog
featuring actor Karan Patel but had kept the details
under wraps until now. Dilip rose to fame from
Farah’s vlogs and is popular for his quick-witted
humour.

Nikita Dutta Posts Hot BTS Pics
With Saif Ali Khan, Jaideep
Ahlawat From Jewel Thief Sets

Nikita Dutta shared BTS photos from Netflix's

Jewel Thief with Saif Ali Khan and Jaideep
Ahlawat. The film released on April 25.

ikita Dutta has shared screen space with Saif
Ali Khan and Jaideep Ahlawat in Netflix’s

Jewel Thief. Since the film’s release, the
actor has treated fans to fun behind-the-scenes
(BTS) photos from the heist thriller. On Sunday,
she yet again dropped multiple glimpses from the
sets featuring both her co-stars, all clicked on her
phone by her team.From her makeup sessions, to
selfies with her co-star, to how important scenes in
the film were shot, Nikita Dutta bared it all out for
her fans. She also mentioned, “My phone camera
BTS edition." Take a look at her photos here:

Recently, Nikita Dutta spoke about Jaideep Ahlawat
and shared insights into his off-screen personality.
She told Instant Bollywood, “He is not serious like
that as a personality off-camera. He is actually a lot
of fun. There was one scene in which I had to hold a
cigarette, and I don’t smoke at all. So I was really
struggling with how to hold it. And I was really
struggling with what was looking nicer on camera,
what is comfortable kya hai, and whether 1 should
blow here or there. So, I was so lost in that, and
then he just casually gave me some suggestions
where I didn’t even have to, like, do anything. He
did something. After that, I was like, How?"

Elaborating further, she said that this was not the
first time Jaideep gave her random suggestions.
“This isn’t once. Inhone do teen baar unhone
mujhe aise hi random suggestions diye ki aap aise
karke dekh lo. Wo bade quietly aakar bol dete hai,
bade casually. (This isn’t once. Two or three times
he gave me random suggestions like this, that you
should try this. He comes and gives the
suggestions very politely, very casually)," she
added.

About Jewel Thief: The Heist Begins, the Netflix
heist thriller is directed by Kookie Gulati and
Robbie Grewal. The high-octane heist thriller,
spanning exotic locales—Budapest, Istanbul, and
Mumbai—is penned by Sumit Aroraa and
produced by Siddharth Anand and Mamta Anand
under their Marflix production. Jewel Thief stars
Saif Ali Khan, Jaideep Ahlawat, Kunal Kapoor,
and Nikita Dutta in lead roles. It is streaming on

Netflix from April 25.
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