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Drones are changing
war and India must
catch up

IN a seminar hosted by the Centre for Joint Warfare
Studies on March 10, General Anil Chauhan,
India's Chief of Defence Staff, emphasised the
transformative role of unmanned aerial systems,
commonly known as drones, in modern warfare
and called for doctrinal clarity on the employment
of drones.Drones have been around for decades in
the military arsenal of countries. What is new is the
extensive use of drones in the Russia-Ukraine war,
from the tactical battlefield to achieving strategic
effects. As the Indian military increasingly looks
to induct drones into service, key insights from the
Ukraine conflict should guide this effort.

The start of the Ukraine war saw the traditional
employment of large, slow-flying drones, like
Ukraine's Bayraktar TB2 and Russia's Orion, in
surveillance and strike roles. However, these
drones were vulnerable to air defence systems and
soon disappeared from the skies, replaced by
smaller military drones, like the Ukrainian Furia
and the Russian Orlan-10.The real transformation
occurred when Ukraine turned to commercial off-
the-shelf drones, repurposing thousands of them
as combat tools. By the war's second year, drone
operations had massively expanded in scale and
sophistication. In 2023, the Ukrainian army raised
over 60 special drone strike units embedded in
combat brigades and independent drone groups,
institutionalising drone warfare.With the
increasing role of drones on the battlefield, their
numbers expanded exponentially. Oleksandr
Syrskyi, Ukraine's commander-in-chief, said over
1.3 million drones had been delivered to frontline
soldiers in 2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin
has stated that Russia was ramping up its drone
production to nearly 1.4 million in 2024, a tenfold
increase from the previous year.Today, small
quadcopters costing less than $1,000 dominate the
tactical battlefield, carrying out a variety of roles
—intelligence, surveillance, target acquisition and
kinetic strikes. This omnipresence of drones has
dramatically compressed the kill chain: spotting a
target and directing fire on it is often done in just
minutes or even seconds. A February 2025 study
by the Royal United Services Institute estimates
that tactical drones account for 60 to 70 per cent of
the damaged and destroyed Russian systems.

Russia's success in driving Ukrainian forces out of
Kursk in March 2025 has been attributed to the
mass employment of fibre-optic drones. These
drones are tethered to their operator via a physical
cable and are immune to electronic jamming.
Ukraine troops described their retreat from Kursk
as a "horror movie" as drones "hunted them day
and night."Drones have also had strategic impacts
away from the frontlines. Ukrainian uncrewed
surface drones (USVs) have sunk Russian
warships, compelling Russia to relocate much of
its Black Sea fleet to ports like Novorossiysk,
effectively ceding control of large parts of the
Black Sea. USVs carrying drones have attacked
Russian gas platforms and other targets around the
Black Sea.As drones proliferate in the Indian
military, they must not be treated as standalone
assets but integrated into a combined arms
operation. The control of thousands of drones in
the sky will require a network-centric approach to
manage the information overload. Ukraine has
adopted the DELTA system, which integrates data
from multiple sources, including drone video
feeds, open-source intelligence and satellite
imagery, to present a real-time picture to
commanders, enabling quick targeting.

A current deficit in India's military power is the
limited inventory of conventional missiles for
engaging targets deep in enemy territory. Long-
range strike drones can fill this gap. According to a
report by the Center for Strategic and International
Studies, Russia carried out 8,484-long-range
strikes against Ukraine between September and
December 2024. More than 90 per cent of these
strikes were carried out by attack drones, mostly
Shahed drones imported from Iran. While
relatively slow and often intercepted, the Shaheds
are cheap (about $35,000 each) and are being used
in large numbers as expendable cruise missiles.

INDIA has suffered another horrendous Pakistan-
sponsored terror attack that has claimed the lives of
tourists from across the country. It has rudely shaken
the sense of normalcy in Jammu and Kashmir.

This attack, which may not be the last, is yet another
reminder that after suffering Pak terror for more than
40 years, several peace moves and our avowed
muscularity of the last decade, there is no end to this
scourge. There is a complete impasse in the
bilateral relationship, diplomacy has taken a
back seat and both countries are dependent on
deterrence and coercion to manage it. Pakistan
has all along regarded state-sponsored terrorism
as an instrument of coercion. The relative
restraint it exercised on its terror machine in
recent years was the result of internal
compulsions and FATF scrutiny. However,
sporadic, small terror attacks never
ceased.There have been telltale signs of late that
Pakistan might try to ratchet up terror in J&K. It
has been blaming India for its own failures in
Balochistan. After the recent train hijacking
there, the Pakistan army said it would take on
Baloch militants as well as their facilitators and
abettors inside or outside Pakistan. Army Chief
Gen Asim Munir raked up Kashmir during a
recent address to overseas Pakistanis. There have been
reports of increased infiltration bids and ceasefire
violations by the Pakistan army across the Line of
Control (LoC).Our government took the following
decisions in response to the Pahalgam attack: the Indus
Waters Treaty to be held in abeyance; immediate
closure of the integrated check post at Attari; scrapping
of the SAARC visa (meant for top functionaries and
some other categories in SAARC nations) for

THE Jammu and Kashmir Assembly has sent
out a strong message of peace and communal
harmony in the wake of the Pahalgam terror @&
attack. During a special House session, it
unanimously passed a resolution
condemning the massacre that has shocked,
angered and saddened not only J&K but the
entire country. The horrifying incident has
come just six months after the Omar
Abdullah-led government took charge
following peaceful and highly participative
elections in the state-turned-UT. Right now, |
the biggest challenge for the CM is to ensure
that the gains from the revival of the
democratic process are not frittered away.

Omar sees a ray of hope for Kashmir in the
spontaneous outrage and grief, “coming
straight from the hearts of the people”, after
the massacre. “Every mosque observed

How demolitions changed the mood in Kashmir

At work, he consulted experts and peers alike. He was open to critique and to correction. He analysed all aspects in minute detail before he took a decision.

THE April 22 terror strike at Baisaran in Jammu and

Kashmir that killed 26 tourists from across India has
exposed what people in Kashmir have known all along —
that the "normalcy" in Kashmir that Union Home
Minister Amit Shah frequently boasted of was not real. It
had been achieved by means of a severe crackdown —
one that created an artificial silence in the Valley, with
tourists being encouraged to travel to Kashmir, for
sightseeing and for pilgrimages, to give life to the
normalcy story.The ambushes on military vehicles and
civilians in Jammu and the regularity with which
encounters continued to take place showed that cross-
border infiltration was not a thing of
the past. It also bared gaps in
intelligence. The infiltrators were
tech-savvy, using new apps and
devices that do not require SIM cards
to communicate with one another.
They hid out for weeks before striking.
They appeared well trained.The §
unguarded Baisaran meadow in
Kashmir presented the attackers with a
twin opportunity — to bring
international attention back to
Kashmir by puncturing the hot-air
balloon of normalcy and create shock
and grief in the rest of India, similar to
the one after the Pulwama attack in
2019 or the Mumbai attack of 2008.
They grabbed the opportunity and after
carrying out the bloodbath, melted
back into the forests from which they
had suddenly emerged for their deadly
mission.The attack presents a unique &
challenge for the Modi government.

After responding to the Jaish-e-Mohammed's Uri attack
in 2016 with the so-called "surgical" strike across the Line
of Control and an escalated military response to the 2019
Pulwama attack in the form of an air strike on a Jaish-e-
Mohmmed madarsa in Balakot in Pakistan's North West
Frontier Province — both publicly declared moves that
were received with much applause for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's "muscular” riposte to Pakistan — the
government can't be seen as doing anything less
now.Whether such a step will prevent another Uri,
Pulwama or Baisaran cannot be predicted. Certainly,
India's two previous retaliations were no deterrent. Also,
it remains unclear what those responses achieved on the
ground. Rather, terrorists appear to hold the upper hand,
with their ability to wind up India into a military posture
against Pakistan at regular intervals.Among the
government's immediate actions was to put the Indus

Waters Treaty "in abeyance", which some ministers
interpreted disingenuously for domestic audiences as
"not allowing a drop of water to flow into Pakistan."
Water will continue to flow across the border. And the
reason is that even with the three rivers allotted to India,
there is no way to stop the flow except by building more
infrastructure to dam the water. The same is the case with
the western rivers allotted to Pakistan. That work will take
years, if not decades.As India mulls its next big move, the
work of investigating the attack and identifying the
terrorists and those behind them is important.
Investigators have said some of the attackers were

Pakistani. The government holds Pakistan responsible for
the attack, which was initially claimed by The Resistance
Front, which security agencies say is a proxy of the
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Toiba. It withdrew the claim
four days later, echoing the widespread view in Pakistan
that this was a 'false flag operation'.Only a thorough
investigation can substantiate India's conclusion that the
Pakistani state is behind this attack. For domestic
audiences, an allegation is enough. For Pakistan, no
amount of evidence is enough, as counter-terrorism
expert Ajai Sahni told me in an interview. Even after its
agencies held the Lashkar-e-Toiba responsible for the
2008 Mumbai attack, Pakistan continues to deny
responsibility.For the international community, though,
whose support and solidarity India will need if a military
response of some kind is being contemplated, evidence of
that link would be all important. In 2008, it was the phone

J&K stands united

Assembly roots for peace after terror attack

silence (in memory of the victims),” he noted. Indeed,

Coercion is the norm for India, Pak

Cross-border terrorism has persisted despite peace moves and our avowed muscularity

Pakistanis; and overall strength of the respective High
Commissions cut down from 55 to 30, along with the
expulsion of Pakistani military, air and naval advisers
from India. Subsequently, the government also decided
to suspend visa services to Pakistani nationals.

No military CBMs (confidence-building measures) have
been touched. With the exception of the first, the above
measures are symbolic. The Indus treaty has already

been in the doldrums, with India repeatedly asking for
its modification. The suspension of this treaty, which
continued functioning even during the wars of 1965
and 1971, is meant to mount pressure on Pakistan. It
will give India a free hand in building hydroelectric and
storage projects on Indus, Jhelum and Chenab.
However, in the absence of the necessary infrastructure
to store and divert Pakistan’s share of water for our own
use, our capacity to withhold Pakistan’s water or

regulate the timing of flow to hurt crop sowing there
remains limited. Building such infrastructure in a
mountainous terrain, besides being technically
challenging, is costly and time-consuming.

Pakistan has reciprocated the steps on the land border
closure, SAARC visa and the strength of missions. In
addition, it has suspended Afghanistan’s exports to
India through its territory, closed its airspace for all
Indian aircraft, and said it shall exercise its
right to hold all bilateral agreements with
India, including but not limited to the
Simla Agreement, in abeyance. This
presumably covers military CBM
agreements also.

Is Pakistan trying to question the sanctity of
the LoC under the 1972 agreement? With
its existing vulnerabilities, is Pakistan in a
position to challenge it by waging a war
against India? The neighbour has also
threatened that any attempt to stop or
divert its share of water under the Indus
treaty will be considered an act of war and
responded to with full force across the
complete spectrum of national power.
Pakistan has thus held out the nuclear
threat as in earlier crisis situations.The

following factors need particular examination in the

above context:First, considering the telltale signs of a

likely increase in Pak-sponsored terror, why were we

unable to prevent the Pahalgam attack? To be sure,
even the best counter-terror measures cannot plug all
gaps for a determined adversary to get through.

However, questions like how the presence of terrorists

in the vicinity of the attack site, full of tourists, missed

the attention of our intelligence; and why, going by

calls that nailed Pakistan's involvement in the attacks on
Mumbai. In 2019, the JeM, based in Paksitan's
Bahawalpur, claimed that attack through a video
message.While the investigation continues without a
breakthrough yet, those who carried out the Baisaran
attack must be congratulating themselves on how the
government and sections of India are playing to a
predictable script.Within a few hours of the massacre,
Kashmiris came out to protest against the attack and
proclaimed solidarity with the rest of the country. While
some may have done so out of compulsion and
circumstances to prove their loyalty to the watching eyes
of the security forces and agencies, it is
also true that for many, it was a
spontaneous expression of anger, horror
and grief at what had happened.But if the
perpetrators were worried at this
backlash against them, the mood in the
Valley changed within days, to be
replaced with one of anger against the
government.The reversal came as those
in charge took the questionable decision
of demolishing homes of local men and
boys suspected of having joined cross-
border terror groups and detaining
hundreds of people for questioning.In all,
nine homes were blasted to rubble. In
some cases, it had been years since the
families had seen these men. In one case,
a neighbour's home was also razed.The
changed mood was articulated by
political parties as they called for a halt to
this mindless punishment. An audio
message, purportedly from someone
named Ahmed Salaar, warned of a
revenge that would be "a house for a house, a family
member for a family member."It is unclear if razing the
family homes of Kashmiris who may or may not have
been involved in the Baisaran attack was aimed at
placating Indians demanding quick "justice". After all,
large sections of India are now more used to bulldozers
than investigations, charge-sheets and trials. In Kashmir,
though, it only means another layer of alienation.The
demolitions, which took place despite and in violation of
the Supreme Court's orders against the practice, have now
stopped.But while the world waits for what happens next
between India and Pakistan, the quick turnaround in
public sentiment in the Valley, the harassment of
Kashmiri students in other parts of India and, most
definitely, the communal slurs directed at Muslims across
the country, holding them all responsible for the attack,
must be music to the ears of the perpetrators of Baisaran.

this heartwarming sign indicates that all is not lost.
The welcome spirit of unity, compassion and
resilience can counter the disruptive elements who
want to push a resurgent J&K back into that
nightmarish era of the early 1990s.

Omar has candidly admitted that he failed in his
responsibility of sending tourists safely back
home. Refusing to exploit the tragedy for political
ends, he has declared that he will not use this
moment to seek statehood. It’s inevitable that
J&K’s UT status will not end as long as terrorism
keeps rearing its ugly head. However, the
wholehearted involvement of Kashmiris and their
elected representatives in the fight against terror
can make a visible difference on the ground. A lot
will depend on the support provided by the Centre
and various states to the beleaguered UT. Helping
Kashmir pick up the pieces after a devastating blow
should become a national priority.

media reports, there were no security personnel around
to engage them, will continue to linger. I am sure the
government will go into such issues to draw
appropriate lessons.

Second, the measures announced so far are largely
symbolic. In the case of the Indus treaty, we have to see
what steps, if any, the government takes to enhance its
impact on the ground in the short run. The Cabinet
Committee on Security has resolved that perpetrators
of the attack will be brought to justice and their
sponsors held to account. Ideally, the government of
the day should be able to choose the necessary
retaliatory steps without the constraint of having to
publicise them. However, the bar having been raised by
the highly publicised Balakot strike after the egregious
Pulwama attack has given rise to expectations of at
least similar action now. We will have to wait and see
what further retaliatory step(s) the government takes.

Third, the terrorists killed tourists after ascertaining their
religion in a mischievous attempt to create communal
friction in India. The befitting answer to them and their
mentors is adherence to our tradition of religious
harmony.Finally, coercion is a means to an end by way
of leveraging its impact to bring the adversary to a
more reasonable position. Our coercive measures so
far have not secured an enduring change in Pakistan’s
conduct. We will have to wait and see the impact of the
latest measures. Pakistan’s first response has been
belligerent, aimed at creating a standoff to invite
intervention by influential countries. Because of the
nature of our relationship with Pakistan, coercion
seems to be becoming an end in itself as there is no
other endgame in sight. In this environment, the
adversary can inflict pain on us occasionally in spite of
the best efforts of our security setup.
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Explained: Why Bajaj
Finserv shares tumbled 6%
after Q4 results

NEW DELHI. Shares of Bajaj Finserv fell sharply
in early trade on Wednesday, slipping as much as
6.2% to Rs 1,936 on the Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE), after the company’s March quarter results
disappointed investors despite showing healthy
year-on-year growth. As of 9:39 am, the stock was
trading 5.88% lower at Rs 1,943.65.In its Q4FY25
earnings, Bajaj Finserv reported a 14% year-on-year
(YoY) rise in both net profit and revenue, posting Rs
2,417 crore in profit and Rs 36,595 crore in
revenue.Sequentially, the company saw an 8% rise
in PAT from Rs 2,231 crore in Q3FY25, while
revenue climbed 14% quarter-on-quarter (QoQ)
from Rs 32,042 crore in the previous quarter.

For the full fiscal year, Bajaj Finserv posted a 9% YoY
rise in net profit to Rs 8,872 crore, up from Rs 8,148
crore in FY24.Annual revenue rose 21% to Rs
1,33,821 crore, compared with 1,10,382 crore in the
previous year.However, rising costs appear to have
weighed on investor sentiment. Total expenses
surged 15% YoY to Rs 30,603 crore in Q4, and were
also up 16% sequentially. The company cited higher
employee benefits, finance costs, and commission
expenses as key contributors.Bajaj Finserv also
declared a dividend of Re 1 per share for FY25, with
payment scheduled by July 29, 2025.Despite the
post-results drop, Bajaj Finserv shares have gained
20% over the past year. Year-to-date, the stock is up
23% and a 6-month return of 11%.

Meanwhile, shares of Bajaj Finance also fell nearly
5% on the BSE after its Q4 results were slightly
below expectations, leading to mixed reviews by
brokerages.

India to supply 4.12 lakh
tonne green hydrogen
derivatives to Japan,
Singapore

NEW DELHI. India will supply a total of 4.12 lakh
tonne of green hydrogen derivatives to Japan and
Singapore, said Minister for New and Renewable
Energy Pralhad Joshi on Tuesday.The minister also
launched Green Hydrogen Certification Scheme of
India (GHCI), aimed at establishing a framework to
certify green hydrogen production and ensure
transparency, traceability, and market credibility. The
GHCI mandates that all green hydrogen
producers—except those producing solely for
export—must undergo a certification process to
verify that their hydrogen is produced exclusively
using renewable energy sources.“India has entered
into agreements with Singapore and Japan for the
supply of 4.12 lakh tonne of green hydrogen
derivatives. Our country is emerging as a global
leader in the field of green hydrogen. Under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, we are
committed to achieving our target of 5 million metric
tonnes of green hydrogen production by 2030,” Joshi
said.The certification process will be conducted by
Accredited Carbon Verification (ACV) Agencies
listed by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE).
Once India’s carbon market is launched in 2026, the
green hydrogen certificates will also become tradable
assets within the market.Joshi said certification is
crucial to ensure that green hydrogen is truly green.
With defined standards now in place, our green
hydrogen will carry a mark of quality and credibility,
making it globally competitive and export-ready. The
National Green Hydrogen Mission, launched in
January 2023 with an outlay of Rs 19,744 crore, aims
to establish a green hydrogen production capacity of
atleast 5 million metric tonnes per year by 2030.

GCCs see 16.4% gender pay
gap at senior levels

New Delhi. Though the country’s Global Capability
Centres (GCCs) are growing rapidly and hiring a
large number of people, the GCC ecosystem faces a
major gender pay gap, as the latest findings from
TeamLease indicates a disparity of 16% between
male and female employees.

As per the findings, gender pay disparities in this sector
are alarmingly pronounced, especially in senior and
technical roles where women face significant
obstacles to career advancement. A detailed sector-
wise analysis reveals inequalities in the BFSI
segment, with women earning an average of 26.3%

less than their male counterparts. This divide grows
further at senior levels, with women experiencing a
pay gap 0f23.8%.

The participation of women in GCCs has seen a
dynamic trajectory, with notable growth periods
followed by phases of decline and eventual recovery.
From 2023 to 2024, GCCs did show a commitment to
improve gender diversity, particularly at mid and
senior levels, with the percentage in mid-levels
growing from 12.12% in 2023 to 13.68% in 2024 and
the senior levels witnessing a growth from 8.14% in
2023 to 13.60% in 2024.Neeti Sharma, CEO of
TeamLease Digital, said, “The GCC ecosystem in
India presents a powerful opportunity to drive change
and inclusivity. While the sector has made
considerable progress in elevating women into
meaningful roles, the gender pay gap reveals a deeper
systemic challenge. Now, it is time for organisations
to ensure equity in growth, compensation, and
leadership visibility.

US President Donald Trump signed a

New Delhi.

Bajaj Finance shares tank over 5%
after Q4 results.

NEW DELHI. Shares of Bajaj Finance

slipped sharply in early trade on
Wednesday, even as the company posted
strong earnings for the March quarter.
The stock was trading 5.2% lower at Rs
8,608.45 at around 10:18 am on the
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

The stock reacted to a set of numbers that,

while solid on paper, failed to match
elevated market expectations. In the
fourth quarter of FY25, Bajaj Finance
reported a 19% year-on-year jump in net
profit to Rs 4,546 crore, driven by a 22%
rise in net interest income to Rs 9,807
crore.Total income climbed 23% to Rs
11,917 crore during the same period. The
company’s consolidated assets under
management rose 26% to Rs 4.16 lakh
crore, while new loans booked during the
quarter surged 36% to 10.7
million.Despite this, investors on Dalal
Street seem unimpressed. Higher loan
loss provisions, which came in at Rs
2,329 crore compared to Rs 1,310 crore
in the year-ago period, dented sentiment.

LATEST TARGET PRICE,

BROKERAGE VIEWS

Analysts also flagged a minor decline in net

interest margin and the impact of a Rs
290 crore tax reversal that provided
one-time support to the bottom
line.Adding to the cautious tone was
the company’s revised guidance
under new CEO Anup Saha. Bajaj
Finance trimmed its FY26 AUM
growth forecast to 24-25%, down
from the earlier 25-27% range. Its
fee income guidance, pegged at
13-15%, also came in lower than
expected, raising concerns about
operating leverage.To offset some of
the investor disappointment, Bajaj
Finance announced a raft of shareholder-
friendly moves. These included a 1:2
stock split, a 4:1 bonus issue, a special
dividend of Rs 12, and a final dividend of
Rs 44 per share.Still, these
announcements weren’t enough to lift the
stock, which has risen in only one of the

Buy, hold or sell

past five sessions.Analyst commentary
reflected the split in sentiment. HSBC
maintained a Buy rating with a price
target of Rs 10,800, confident in the

company’s ability to deliver 25% EPS
growth through FY28. Jefferies also held
a bullish view with a Rs 10,440 target,
citing credible leadership transition and
moderated credit costs. Emkay Global
reiterated its Add rating with a Rs 9,200
target, though it revised earnings
forecasts slightly lower.In contrast, Citi
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downgraded the stock to Neutral and cut

its price target to Rs 9,830. The brokerage

flagged a 9-basis-point drop in NIM,

higher-than-expected credit costs, and
slower AUM growth as causes for
concern.

Macquarie and Bernstein were more
bearish, both maintaining
Underperform calls with targets
below Rs 6,500, warning of
valuation risks and earnings
headwinds in FY26.

Morgan Stanley, however, backed the
stock with an Overweight rating
and a target of Rs 10,500, calling
FY26 ecarnings prospects strong
despite Q4’s minor setbacks.Of the

38 analysts covering Bajaj Finance, 25

continue to recommend buying the stock,

while eight suggest holding and five
recommend selling. Despite

Wednesday’s drop, the stock is up over

24% year-to-date and over the past

twelve months.

Gold price falls further as easing
trade tensions dampen appeal

NEW DELHI. Gold prices dropped on

Wednesday, pressured by a firmer
dollar and a de-escalation in trade
tensions between the United States and
its trading partners, while
investors awaited key US data for
cues on the Federal Reserve's rate
outlook.Spot gold was down 0.2%
at $3,308.32 an ounce, as of 0242
GMT. US gold futures GCcv1 lost
0.5% to $3,317.50.The dollar
edged 0.1% higher against a
basket of currencies, making
bullion more expensive for
overseas buyers.There's been a
minor recovery in the broad dollar
strength, which led to a little bit of
retracement in gold, said Nicholas
Frappell, global head of institutional
markets, ABC Refinery.

pair of orders to soften the blow of his
auto tariffs on Tuesday with a mix of

credits and relief from other levies on
materials. Trump's trade team also
touted its first deal with a foreign
trading partner, developments that

eased investor worries about his
erratic trade policies.

China has waived the 125% tariff on
ethane imports from the U.S. imposed
earlier this month, two sources with

knowledge of the matter said on
Tuesday.Bullion, a safeguard against
political and financial turmoil, last
soared to a record high of $3,500.05
per ounce on April 22 due to
global economic uncertainties.
Market participants will scan
economic data including US
personal consumption
expenditures, due later in the
day, and non-farm payrolls
report on Friday to further
gauge the impact of the latest
tariffs on Fed's interest rate
outlook."The PCE data is
expected to show further
moderation in prices and keep
the door open for further Fed
cuts. If we get an upside surprise, then
those odds may diminish and that
could weigh on gold prices,"
Capital.com's financial market analyst
Kyle Rodda said.

Indusind Bank share price falls
nearly 3% after CEO resigns

Shares of IndusInd Bank
slipped nearly 3% in early trade on
Wednesday after CEO Sumant
Kathpalia resigned, taking moral
responsibility for a derivatives
accounting lapse that dented the
bank’s net worth and triggered
regulatory scrutiny. The stock was
trading at Rs 814, down 2.78%, as &%
0f9:22 am.Kathpalia's resignation
marksa dramatic turn in the bank's
ongoing troubles related to
internal derivatives trades that ==
were improperly accounted for,
raising questions about internal
oversight and risk management. In
his resignation letter, he
acknowledged “various acts of
commission and omission” and asked
that his exit be recorded by the end of
the day.His departure comes just 24
hours after Deputy CEO Arun
Khurana also stepped down, citing his
role in overseeing the bank’s treasury
front office — the very unit at the
center of the accounting lapses.
“Considering the recent unfortunate

developments... 1 hereby resign,
effective immediately,” Khurana

wrote in his resignation.According to
sources familiar with the matter, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had

Indusing
Bank

advised both executives to step down
following an external audit that
confirmed significant discrepancies in
the bank’s derivatives accounting.

The lapses first came to light on March

10, when IndusInd disclosed potential
issues with its derivative account
balances. An internal assessment had
projected a 2.35% hit to net worth as of

December 2024. A follow-up report by
an external agency, submitted on April
15, pinned the damage at Rs 1,979
crore as of June 2024. Following this,
the bank revised its earlier estimate
and now expects a post-tax
impact of 2.27% on net
worth.The bank has said it will
incorporate these adjustments
into its FY2024-25 financials and
pledged to tighten controls in its
derivatives operations.
Meanwhile, it has approached the
RBI for approval to form a
temporary executive committee
to oversee CEO duties, but has
yet to name an interim
replacement.The leadership
shake-up comes at a sensitive time for
the private lender, which must now
reassure investors and regulators that
its governance framework is sound.
While the full financial implications
are still unfolding, analysts believe the
issue, though serious, is containable if
followed by robust corrective
measures.

Sensex, Nifty recover early
losses as FII inflows Lift
market sentiment

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market indices
opened lower on Wednesday as border tensions
weighed in on investor sentiment, nullifying the
positive developments such as FII inflow and
global trade talks. However, Sensex and Nifty
pared their losses to trade higher later. The S&P
BSE Sensex added 83.58 points to 80,371.96,
while the NSE Nifty50 gained 18.70 points to
24,354.65 as of 9:45 am.Dr. VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit Investments
Limited, said that the crucial support to the
market is coming from the sustained FII inflows
which have touched a cumulative figure of Rs
37,325 crores in the last 10 trading sessions."The
surprising resilience of the market is significant.
After the reciprocal tariff tantrums and the
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heightened tensions between India and Pakistan,
Nifty is up 5% in April. This underscores the
importance of not panicking during a crisis. The
weakness of the dollar and India’s economic
resilience are supporting this FII’s India trade,"
he added.

Power Grid Corporation led the gainers with a solid
jump of 1.65%, followed by HDFC Bank which
rose 0.92%. Sun Pharmaceutical Industries
gained 0.88%, NTPC added 0.80%, and
Mabhindra & Mahindra rounded out the top five
gainers with a 0.72% increase.On the losing
front, Bajaj Finserv faced the steepest decline,
tumbling 6.27%, while Bajaj Finance plunged
5.39%. Tata Motors dropped significantly by
2.34%, State Bank of India fell 1.60%, and
UltraTech Cement slipped 0.85%."However,
investors should exercise caution. Since markets
have rewarded patience and many stocks have
appreciated handsomely, investors can do partial
profit booking and increase the cash component
in their portfolio. This strategy should be as a
measure of abundant caution. There are unknown
unknowns in the market now," said Vijayakumar.

Mother Dairy milk becomes costlier: Know
prices of toned milk, cow milk, full cream

Mother Dairy sells around 35 lakh
litre of milk per day in Delhi-NCR
market through its own outlets,
general trade and e-commerce
platforms. It also has presence in
other states including Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand
and Bihar.

New Delhi. Leading milk supplier Mother

Dairy has increased milk prices by up to
Rs 2 per litre to partly offset rising input
costs. The prices have been increased in
all markets where the company has a
presence.Mother Dairy sells around 35
lakh litre of milk per day in Delhi-NCR
market through its own outlets, general
trade and e-commerce platforms. It also
has presence in other states including
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand
and Bihar.Mother Dairy argued that it
was compelled to increase milk prices
for consumers because of the rise in

toned milk (pouched) have been
increased by Rs 1 per litre to Rs 69
per litre and Rs 57 per litre. Double-
toned milk has become costlier by
Rs 2 per litre to Rs 51 per litre. The
prices of cow milk has been
increased to Rs 59 per litre from Rs
57 per litre.In small packs of 500 ml,
Mother Dairy has increased prices
by Rs 1 per litre for full-cream,
toned, double-toned and cow milk.
Half litre full-cream milk will cost
Rs 35, toned milk Rs 29, double-
toned Rs 26 and cow milk Rs 30.
Mother Dairy has 9 company-
owned dairy processing plants with
a total capacity of more than 50 lakh
litre per day.It manufactures,

procurement costs of milk from dairy
farmers.“This price revision has been
necessitated to address the significant
increase in procurement costs, which
have gone up by Rs 4-5 per litre over the
past few months,” a Mother Dairy
official said on late Tuesday.The surge
in procurement costs is mainly due to
early onset of summer and heatwave
conditions, the official said. This

revision represents only a partial pass-
through of the increased costs, aiming to
equitably serve the interests of both
farmers and consumers, the official
added.Mother Dairy passes on 70-80 per
cent of its retail prices to dairy farmers.
In Delhi-NCR, the prices of toned milk
(bulk vended) have increased to Rs 56
per litre from Rs 54 per litre earlier.

Rates of full-cream milk (pouched) and

markets and sells milk and milk
products including cultured products,
ice creams, paneer, ghee, etc. under the
‘Mother Dairy’ brand.The company also
has a diversified portfolio with products
in edible oils under the ‘Dhara’ brand
and fresh fruits & vegetables, frozen
vegetables & snacks, unpolished pulses,
pulps & concentrates, etc. under the
‘Safal’brand.
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In Landmark Order, Supreme Court Says

Story of Dabaya Ram: How a
former Pakistani lawmaker selling

Digital Access A Fundamental Right

NEW DELHI. Digital access is a
fundamental right and the State must
ensure digital accessibility for everyone,
including those from rural areas and the
society's marginalised sections, the
Supreme Court ruled today. The bench of
Justice JB Pardiwala and Justice R
Mahadevan passed the landmark judgment
on two Public Interest Litigations,
including one by an acid attack survivor in
which she cited the problems she faced
during the Know Your Customer (KYC)
process at a bank.Bridging the digital
divide, the court said, is no longer a matter
of policy discretion but has become a
constitutional imperative to secure a life of
dignity.

"The right to digital access emerges as a
distinct component of the right to life and
liberty, necessitating that the State
proactively design and implement an
inclusive digital ecosystem not only for the
privileged but also for the marginalised
who are being historically excluded," the

court said.The court noted that access to
essential services such as healthcare is now
largely mediated through digital platforms.
So, the right to life under Article 21 should
be interpreted in light of
technological realities, it said.
The court has issued 20
directions to the State to make
the KYC process more
inclusive and stressed that it
was "imperative" that
guidelines are revised.

One of PILs before the court g
related to an acid attack 2
survivor who suffered severe §
eye disfigurement and facial
damage. In July 2023, she
approached a bank to open an |
account. She could not
complete the Digital KYC process, during
which the bank said they needed to capture
alive photograph in which she blinked.

The petition said that the mandatory
requirement of proving that a customer 1s

alive under the RBI-regulated process can
only be fulfilled when he/she blink before
the camera. The bank later made an
exception for the petitioner following an

uproar on social media. The petitioner
Pragya Prasun said many acid attack
survivors like her face similar issues and
sought directions to the Centre to issue
fresh guidelines on how such people can

get through the KYC process.

We have held that there is a need for change
in KYC processes for the disabled. We
have given 20 directions. The petitioners

who suffer from acid attacks

and blindness have been
unable to complete KYC
process... due to facial
disfigurements. Constitutional
provisions confer a statutory
right on the petitioners to be
accommodated in the KYC
process. It is imperative that
digital KYC guidelines are
revised with the accessibility
code. In the contemporary era,
where economic opportunities
ete. is through digital (access),

Article 21 needs to be re-
interpreted in light of such technology and
the digital divide increases," the court said.

Justice Mahadevan penned the order and his
brother judge, Justice Pardiwala,
complimented him, saying itis "brilliant",

kulfi and ice-cream in India have

Lashkar commander's network
played key role in Pahalgam
attack: NIA sources

New Delhi.The network of top Lashkar-e-Taiba
commander Farooq Ahmad played a key role in helping
the Pakistan-based terrorists carry out the attack in
Pahalgam, according to National Investigation Agency
(NIA) sources. Ahmad's house in Kupwara was recently
demolished by security forces as part of its crackdown
on the terror ecosystem in Kashmir.

Ahmad, currently believed to be in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), has played a key role in orchestrating
multiple terror attacks in Kashmir over the past two
years through his sleeper cell network. Among these, the
Pahalgam attack, which left 25 tourists and a Kashmiri
dead, has been identified as the most significant.Sources
also said that Ahmad has been facilitating infiltration
into Kashmir from three sectors in Pakistan. The elusive
Lashkar commander is known to have extensive
knowledge of the mountainous routes of the Valley.

According to intelligence inputs, Ahmad travelled back
and forth between Pakistan and India from 1990 until
2016. After the Pahalgam attack, several of his aides
were taken into custody.Sources also said that for the
past two years, Ahmad has been using secure
communication apps to contact his network in Kashmir
while operating from Pakistan.

The horrific attack, one of the deadliest in Kashmir in
recent years, was carried out by three terrorists in the
scenic Baisaran valley, sources said. A fourth terrorist
might also have been present in the forests surrounding
the tourist spot.Police have released the sketches of
three terrorists behind the attack and announced a
reward of Rs 20 lakh for any information leading to their
arrest.

Delhi High Court to hear
appeals on ban of automatic
service charges in restaurants
on May 9

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High Court will hear two
appeals on May 9 against a previous court decision
that supported the Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) guidelines. These guidelines ban
the automatic addition of service charges to restaurant
bills.The National Restaurant Association of India
(NRAI) and the Federation of Hotel and Restaurant
Associations of India (FHRALI) had challenged this
decision. The appeals were listed before a Division
Bench, comprising Chief Justice Devendra Upadhyay
and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela. However, the hearing
was postponed due to technical issues with the virtual
hearing system, and it will now take place on May 9.

In July 2022, the CCPA issued guidelines saying
restaurants cannot add service charges to bills without
asking customers. This followed many complaints
from diners about service charges of 5-20% being
added automatically. The NRAI and FHRAI claimed
that service charges have been a common industry
practice for over 80 years, based on labour
agreements. But the single-judge court found no proof
that the service charge directly benefits workers.

The judge ruled that forcing customers to pay it is an
unfair trade practice under the Consumer Protection
Act, 2019,

The court said the CCPA has legal power to stop unfair
trade practices. Even though they are called
“guidelines,” they have the force of law. The court
also banned the use of the term “service charge™ on
bills, as it may confuse people into thinking it is a
gOVC[’Il[’]IC]“ tax. [llS[CHd, restaurants slmuld use terms
like “voluntary contribution™ or “staff welfare fund.”
Service charges must not be added automatically, and
customers must be clearly told that tipping is their
choice.The single-judge bench dismissed the petitions
from NRAI and FHRAI and fined them Rs | lakh
each, to be paid to the CCPA for consumer welfare,
Afterthis decision, both associations filed appeals.

' AAP, parents slams Delhi government
over Private School Fee Act’

Saurabh Bharadwaj and activists criticise bill for lack of transparency,
unchecked fee hikes, and reduced parental involvement

NEW DELHIL In a sharp
critique, AAP Delhi State
President Saurabh
Bharadwaj slammed the
BIP-led Delhi government 2°
for crafting a *Private School
Fee Act’ that empowers
school managements to hike
fees unchecked, eliminates
audit provisions, and
prevents parents from raising
complaints unless they
gather support from parents
ofatleast 15% of students,

Soon after CM Rekha Gupta,
along with Education
Minister Ashish Sood, announced that
the Act had been approved, AAP
leader Saurabh Bharadwaj claimed
that the new rules would dismantle
transparency by replacing elected PTA
members with school-appointed ones,
calling it a direct attack on parental
rights.

Ashok Agarwal, social jurist and

Meanwhile, questioning

education activist, further criticised
the bill and said, “There are around
400 schools on government land, and
they are required to seek prior
permission from the government
before hiking fees. So, what will the
government do in that case? Will there
be a new set of rules for them? There
are ambiguities in the bill, it seems.”

the

government's process,
Bharadwaj raised concerns over
the lack of transparency. asking,
“When was this bill put up for
public consultation before it was
brought to the Cabinet? Was
there any public consultation?
Did you see any advertisement
anywhere stating that a new law
is being brought by the Delhi
government and that public
consultation would be held, so
that parents could give their
input and suggestions about
what they want?”
President of the Delhi State Public
Schools Management Committee RC
Jain said, “The bill is too complicated
to be commented upon. The
government did not consult any
experienced person in the field of
education before approving it. 1 am
hearing that on the complaint of
children, the school will be fined Rs
50,000. Does that make any sense?”

Mysuru tech entrepreneur kills wife,
son in US; dies by suicide: Report

New Delhi. An entrepreneur from
Karnataka’s Mysuru has allegedly
killed his family dead in Newcastle,
near Washington, before killing
himself. Harshavardhana Kikkeri is
said to have shot his wife Shwetha and
their 14-year-old son at their home in
Newcastle on April 24.Reports have
suggested that Harshavardhana and
Shwetha’s younger son has survided
because he wasn’t present at their home
at the time of'the horrific incident.

According to a report by The Seattle
Times, Police found three dead bodies,
blood on window, a bullet in the street
in King County, as revealed by King
County Sheriff’s spokesperson
Brandyn Hull. This was after the Police
received a call from 911 last week. The
intention behind the killings of mother

and the elder son followed by self-
killing is yet to be
revealed.Harshavardhana was the
CEO of HoloWorld, a robotics
company headquartered in Mysuru’s
Vijayanagar. His wife Shwetha was the
co-founder of the company and also
served as a chairperson in it. The
company was closed down in the

aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic,
influencing the family to return to US
from Mysuruin 2022,

It is reported that Harshavardhana’s
mother Girija left for US after
learning the shocking news. His
father Kikkeri Narayana was a well-
known linguist and also said to be a
progressive activist.

Harshavardhana hailed from Kikkeri
village in Mandya district in
Karnataka. He graduated from the Sri

Jayachamarajendra College of

Engineering in Mysuru. He specialised

in robotics and his career was boasted

with his stint with Microsoft in the US.

He is said to have returned to India

along with his wife Shwetha in 2017 to

start HoloWorld only for the company

operations to cease in 2022,

been allowed to stay here

!
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New Delhi. After the heinous terror attack on

April 22 in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pahalgam,
the tension between India and Pakistan has
increased manifold. The Indian government
has imposed a series of stringent actions
against the neighbouring country including
the suspension of the Indus Water Treaty and
the deportation of Pakistani nationals living
in India back to their country. While many
people have already left India, there are few
who have allowed to stay back on
humanitarian grounds, especially a former
Pakistani lawmaker, who sells ice cream in
our country. Amid the chaos and grief all
around, his story and the gesture of the Indian
government have touched the chords in the
hearts of common people.Dabaya Ram is a
former Member of Parliament in Pakistan
who is now residing in Haryana’s Fatehabad
district. As per a News 18 report, Ram and his
family were summoned by the local police for
questioning after the central government
issued the directive. However, the family was
later permitted to return to its home in
Fatehabad district’s Rattangarh village of
Ratia tehsil. In the family, six people have
acquired Indian citizenship but the remaining
28 are still struggling for permanent
residency.

The story of Dabaya Ram
Dabaya Ram was born in that portion of Punjab

(which is currently in Pakistan) around two
years before the Partition of the erstwhile
undivided India took place. However, the
Partition changed the demographics of the
land and Dabaya Ram chose to continue
living in Pakistan. According to the News18
report, he and his family stood up against
forced conversion in the country and in 1988,
Ram was elected unopposed to National
Assembly of Pakistan from the Lohiya and
Bakhar districts.

However, tragedy soon turned his life upside

down. Religious extremists abducted a
female relative of Ram and forced her to
marry someone. Ram went to the Supreme
Court of Pakistan for justice, but the court
dismissed his plea. Ram realised that his
family was in grave danger in Pakistan, and
left the country with his family in 2000. At
first, they went to Rohtak on a one-month visa
to attend the funeral of a relative. Soon, they
decided to settle in Ratangarh.

Selling kulfis and ice-creams to make ends

meet

Ram started to sell kulfis and ice cream from a

cycle rickshaw to support his large family.
His seven children have married within the
community and have formed their own
family. His family comprises of 34 members
and they are trying for the last 20 years to get
Indian citizenship. According to the News18
report, six members, including two women,
have become Indian citizens while the
remaining 28 are still waiting with their
application being under process.

Over the years, Ram has renewed the visas

every year till 2018. In the initial phases, his
family received extensions for a year at a
time. However, later, the family started to
receive visas of one year and five years.
Reportedly, this week, 50 Pakistani nationals
with the NORI (No Obligation to Return to
India) visa, crossed over to India through the
Adttari border’s Integrated Check Post (ICP).
Overall, 240 people from Pakistan, including
the 50 NORI visa holders, entered India. On
the other hand, 140 people from India
returned to Pakistan via Attari. Also, since the
Pahalgam terror attack, as per reports, 537
Pakistani nationals have left India.

Delhi-Gurugram decongestion: Three-phase plan for
entry-exit points on National Highway-48 underway

_—
.Shankar Vihar,

Shiv Murti and
Lohia Hotel to see
traffic shift for
smoother flow;
NHAI tackles
congestion in three

stages

i)

NEW DELHI. To decongest one of the
most crucial stretches of National
Highway-48 leading from Delhi to
Gurugram, three entry and three exit
points are being developed in three
phases, officials said on

Tuesday.According to officials, the first
phase was completed earlier this month,

with one entry and exit point
constructed near Shankar
Vihar.

The second phase, which began
last week, involves
developing entry and exit
points near the Shiv Murti and
is expected to conclude by =
Wednesday.The initiative =
follows a recent meeting
between the Delhi Traffic
Police and officials of the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI), where heavy
congestion at Shankar Vihar
and the cut near Lohia Hotel
was flagged. The merging of

traffic at these points frequently causes
long traffic snarls, with vehicles colliding

and bottlenecks forming.

To address this, the NHAI was requested to
shift the current exit at Shankar Vihar
approximately 500 metres ahead on the

service road. Similarly, the entry point
near Hotel Lohia is proposed to be shifted

about 200 metres before the nearby police
post, with additional attention to be given
to the entry and exit at the Telco point.
NHAI officials said the decongestion plan
would be executed in three stages. In the
first phase, only one entry at Shankar

Vihar and one exit at Lohia Hotel will be

allowed. This phase is scheduled for
completion within a week.

The second phase will begin
following the completion of a
tunnel at the Telco point. The
third phase, to be completed
within two months, will
involve developing an
additional entry and exit
between Shankar Vihar and
Lohia Hotel.

As a temporary alternative,
officials have suggested that
entry to Mahipalpur and Vasant
Kunj be allowed only through
the service road. Signage and
hoardings will be installed at
key locations to guide

commuters, who will be diverted to the
service lane from the Shankar Vihar entry
point and exit at Hotel Lohia. Last month,
this newspaper reported on the proposed
new entry-exit arrangements at four key
locations on the carriageway.
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North Korea Conducts 1st
Test Firing Of Its New
Warship's Weapons System

Seoul. North Korea earlier this week conducted the
first test-firing of the weapons system of the new
"Choe Hyon-class" warship it recently unveiled,
state media KCNA reported on Wednesday.Cruise
and anti-air missiles were launched and artillery fired
as part of the test-firing attended by leader Kim Jong
Un and senior officials, the report said. The time has
come for North Korea's navy to choose to accelerate
nuclear armament for maritime sovereignty and for
the sake of national defence, Kim was quoted as
saying.North Korean state media on Saturday
revealed the 5,000-tonne warship equipped with the
"most powerful weapons."Kim, in a speech from the
launch reported by KCNA, said the warship would
be handed over to the navy and go into service early
next year.The "Choe Hyon-class" ship was named
after anti-Japanese revolutionary fighter Choe Hyon,
according to KCNA.

At BRICS Summit, Brazil
Warns Against Protectionism
Amid Trump Tariff War

Rio de Janeiro.Foreign ministers from the BRICS
group of developing nations failed to reach a joint
communique on Tuesday after meeting in Rio de
Janeiro, but chair Brazil issued a statement speaking
out against trade protectionism.In the statement,
Brazil said the group's foreign ministers expressed
"serious concern at the prospect of a fragmented
global economy and the weakening of
multilateralism". The United States has implemented
a new tariffs-focused trade policy under President
Donald Trump, raising concerns about a global
economic slowdown, although the statement did not
name the U.S.The expanded BRICS group, which
includes Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa as well as new joiners Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Ethiopia, Indonesia and Iran,
faces daunting challenges from U.S. trade actions.

"The ministers voiced serious concerns about the rise of
unjustified unilateral protectionist measures
inconsistent with WTO rules, including
indiscriminate raising of reciprocal tariffs and non-
tariff measures," the statement said.Brazilian Foreign
Relations Minister Mauro ieira told journalists the
BRICS ministers had reached a consensus on the
tariffs issue, saying it could be seen in the statement
issued by the South American country.He added that
the nations were working to have a final joint
statement at their July summit, also in Rio de Janeiro.

How Indians Are Using Their
Children For lllegal Entry In
US

WORLD. A disturbing trend has emerged at the US
borders with Mexico and Canada, where young
Indian children, often no older than six, are being
found alone and frightened, without documents or
guardians. These children carry a small piece of paper
with their parents’ names and contact details,
highlighting the growing phenomenon of
unaccompanied Indian minors attempting to enter the
USillegally.

According to US Customs and Border Protection data,
between October 2024 and February 2025, 77
unaccompanied Indian minors were apprehended at
the US borders. The majority were found at the
southern land border with Mexico, while a significant
number crossed from Canada, braving harsh weather
conditions, per a Times Of India report. This trend is
part of a larger pattern, with 1,656 unaccompanied
Indian minors apprehended between 2022 and 2025.

Immigration experts suggest that these children are
being used as part of a broader strategy by families to
secure residence in the US. In some cases, parents
send their children ahead, using their presence as a
reason to apply for asylum later. Others claim that the
children are sent with groups of adults, only to be
abandoned near border checkpoints, where they are
picked up by authorities and eventually reunited with
their parents.

3 Killed, Several Injured In
Shooting In Swedish City:
Cops

Uppsala, Sweden.Three people were killed in a
shooting in the Swedish city of Uppsala on Tuesday
and a murder investigation has been launched, police
said.Police said it was investigating the shooting as a
homicide and that it had no information about the
incident being a terror or hate crime at this point.

"We have information that a person left the scene on an
electric scooter," a police spokesperson told Reuters.
"Whether this person is a perpetrator or a witness, or
someone who has some connection to the incident, it
is unclear at this time."Police said the victims were yet
to be identified and declined to speculate on the
motive for the killings.Electric scooters have been
used several times as a mode of escape after gang
conflict shootings in Sweden. Uppsala, some 40
minutes north of the capital, Stockholm, by car, has
seen many gang-related shootings in the past decade,
but usually outside the city centre.Swedish Justice
Minister Gunnar Strommer said the Justice Ministry
was in close contact with the police and that it was
closely monitoring developments in the case.A brutal
act of violence has occurred in central Uppsala ... This
is at the same time as the whole of Uppsala has begun
Walpurgis Night. What has happened is extremely
serious," Strommer said in a statement.Police said
earlier they had received calls from members of the
public who heard gunshots in the city centre, and that
emergency services had rushed to the scene.
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Reports Find Both Anti-Semitic,

Anti-Muslim en’rime

New York. Harvard University task forces
charged with investigating claims of anti-
Semitism, and anti-Arab and Muslim hate
reported Tuesday that such prejudice had
taken root on campus, urging the college to
champion the fight against bigotry.

Harvard, with other prestigious US
universities, has been accused by President
Donald Trump of turning a blind eye to
campus anti-Semitism in the wake of
Hamas's October 7, 2023 attacks on Israel,
and the retaliatory campaign in Gaza.

US universities, including Harvard, were at
the forefront of vocal protests against
Israel's military onslaught, as well as
sometimes tense counter-demonstrations.

In response, Trump has sought to take control
of college curriculums and staffing as well
as slash funding, while deporting foreign
student activists associated with the pro-
Palestinian movement.A task force report
on anti-Semitism and anti-Israel bias said
both had "been fomented, practiced, and

tolerated not only at Harvard but also
within academia more widely."The report,
which heard from hundreds of students and
staff at dozens of listening sessions, urged
the university's leadership "to become
champions in the fight against anti-
Semitism and anti-Israeli bias."A separate
task force on combating anti-Muslim, anti-

Arab and anti-Palestinian bias found "a
deep-seated sense of ear among students,
staff, and faculty.""Muslims, Palestinians,
Arab Christians, and others of Arab descent
as well as pro-Palestinian allies described a
state of uncertainty, abandonment, threat,
and isolation, and a pervasive climate of
intolerance," the report said.- Trump's fury

nt At Harvard

-Vowing to implement changes
recommended in the reports, the
university's president, Alan Garber, said
"Harvard cannot -- and will not -- abide
bigotry.""We will continue to provide for
the safety and security of all members of
our community and safeguard their
freedom from harassment," he said in a
statement. Trump has previously bashed
Harvard, labeling the prestigious
university an "Anti-Semitic, Far Left
Institution," as it battles his
administration's bid to freeze billions of
dollars of its federal funding.

" He is furious at Harvard for rejecting

government supervision of its admissions,
hiring practices and political ideology and
ordered the freezing of $2.2 billion in
federal funding to the storied institution.

Trump and his White House team have

publicly justified their campaign against
universities as a reaction to what they say is
uncontrolled anti-Semitism.

China's "Won't Kneel Down" Video
Message To US Over Trump's Tariff

Beijing.As US President Donald
Trump completed 100 days of his
second term, China rebuked the
American leader's trade war in a
fiery video declaring it will "never |
kneel down" to his trade policies. |
The video shared by China's
Foreign Ministry called on the
international community to stand |
up to America's "bullying"."The |
US has stirred up a global tariff |
storm and deliberately targeted |
China, playing a '90-day pause'
game with other nations, forcing
them to limit trade with China. Bowing
to a bully is like drinking poison to
quench thirst, it only deepens the
crisis," China said in the video that has
subtitles both in English and Mandarin
to amplify the message for a global
audience.Citing instances of what
China called the history of American
economic aggression, the video said,
"The US once accused Japan of
dumping semiconductors and crushed

companies like Toshiba. Later, it
forced Japan to sign the Plaza Accord,
pushing the economy into decades of
anaemic growth. The US also used
"long-arm jurisdiction" as a weapon,
breaking up France's industrial giant
Alstom, robbing the country of a
national champion. "History has
proven that compromise won't earn
you mercy - kneeling only invites more
bullying. China won't kneel down," it

added. Beijing, in contrast,
portrayed itself as a free-
trade haven and said,
"China won't back down,
so the voices of the weak
will be heard. When the
rest of the world stands
together in solidarity, the
US is just a small stranded
boat.""Someone has to
step forward, torch in hand,
to shatter the fog and
illuminate the path ahead,"
it added.So far, US
President Trump has imposed tariffs as
high as 145 per cent on imports from
China. Other countries are facing a
blanket 10 per cent US tariff until
July.The Trump administration last
week said that when the new tariffs are
added to existing ones, the levies on
some Chinese goods could reach 245
per cent.China has retaliated with a 125
per cent tax on products from the US
and vowed to "fight to the end".

US Threatens To Quit Russia-Ukraine
Effort Unless "Concrete Proposals”

Washington.Secretary of State Marco
Rubio warned Tuesday that the United
States would end mediation unless
Russia and Ukraine come up with
"concrete proposals,” as US patience
wanes on an early priority for President
Donald Trump.Trump had vowed to
end the war in his first 24 hours back in
the White House but, as he celebrates
100 days in office, Rubio has suggested
the administration could soon turn
attention to other issues.

"We are now at a time where concrete
proposals need to be delivered by the
two parties on how to end this conflict,"
State Department spokeswoman
Tammy Bruce told reporters, in what
she said was a message from Rubio."If
there is not progress, we will step back
as mediators in this process."She said it
would ultimately be up to Trump to
decide whether to move ahead on
diplomacy.Russian President Vladimir
Putin recently proposed a three-day
ceasefire around Moscow's
commemorations next week for the
80th anniversary of the end of World
War II.But Putin has rebuffed a
Ukrainian-backed US call for a 30-day

ceasefire.The United States wants "not
a three-day moment so you can
celebrate something else -- a complete,
durable ceasefire and an end to the

conflict," Bruce said.

- Means of pressure -

It remains unclear if Rubio is actually
ready to turn the page or is seeking to
pressure the two countries -- especially
Russia, which believes it has an upper
hand on the battlefield and in

diplomacy since Trump's
outreach.Trump, criticizing his
predecessor Joe Biden's support for
Ukraine, reached out to Putin after
taking office, easing him from the
international isolation he has been in

since he ordered the February 2022

invasion of Ukraine.Putin again last

week met with Trump's business friend

Steve Witkoff, who has taken on a role
of a globe-trotting envoy. Trump
in turn berated Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
in a February 28 White House
meeting, with Trump and Vice
President JD Vance accusing the
wartime leader of ingratitude for
US weapons.

Ukraine quickly tried to make
amends by backing US
diplomatic efforts and pursuing
a deal in which the United States
would control much of the country's
mineral wealth.

But Zelensky has held firm against
formal international recognition of
Russia's 2014 takeover of Crimea.

Trump has insisted that Ukraine has lost
Crimea and Zelensky should give it up.

Speaking by video conference to an event
in Poland on Tuesday, Zelensky said:
"We all want this war to end in a fair
way -- with no rewards for Putin,
especiallynoland."

Major Escalation By
Pakistan, Firing At
International Border,
India Responds

WORLD. In a major escalation in the aftermath of
the Pahalgam terror attack, Pakistan opened fire
along the International border in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pargawal sector last night. Earlier,
Islamabad had tried to provoke New Delhi by
violating the ceasefire along the Line of Control.
According to defence sources, India has responded
effectively.

While the International Border is a boundary separating
India and Pakistan, the Line of Control is a ceasefire
line agreed upon during bilateral attempts to keep the
peace. Firing across the international border is very
rare and particularly provocative against the
backdrop of rising tensions in the wake of the
Pahalgam attack that left 25 innocent tourists and a
Kashmiri dead.

Pakistan has been consistently violating the ceasefire
along the Line of Control over the past few days. Last
night, it opened fire at three key sectors in the Jammu
region and the Indian Indian Army responded.The
terror attack in Pahalgam, which crossed the big red
line of not targeting tourists and civilians, has sparked
massive outrage across the country and the
government has decided to crack down on Pakistan,
known to back terror activities on Indian soil. The
Centre has suspended the Indus Waters Treaty and
visa services for Pakistan nationals. It has also
downsized diplomatic staff and asked all Pakistani
nationals to leave India. Pakistan has responded by
threatening to suspend all bilateral pacts, including
the Simla agreement that validates the Line of
Control.Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said there
is "grief and rage" from Kargil to Kanyakumari after
the terror attack. "This attack was not just on innocent
tourists; the country's enemies have shown the
audacity to attack India's soul," the Prime Minister
has said.He has said the terrorists who carried out the
attack and those who plotted it would "get a
punishment they cannot imagine". "The time has
come to raze whatever is left of the terror haven. The
will of 140 crores will break the back of the masters of
terror," he said, his words directed at Pakistan.As
tensions escalate between the two countries, UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres spoke to
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Pakistani
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif separately and
strongly condemned the Pahalgam attack.According
to the United Nations statement, the Secretary-
General noted the importance of pursuing justice and
accountability for the attack through lawful means.
He also underscored the need to avoid a confrontation
that could result in tragic consequences.

Trump Eases Auto Tariffs Burden,
Offers Relief For US Carmakers

Washington.U.S. President Donald Trump
signed an order to soften the blow of his
auto tariffs on Tuesday with a mix of credits
and relief from other levies on materials,
and his trade team touted its first deal with a
foreign trading partner, developments that
eased investor worries about Trump's
erratic trade policies.The change comes the
day Trump was headed to Michigan, cradle
of the U.S. auto industry and just days
before a fresh set of 25% import taxes was
set to kick in on automotive components.
The trip, on the eve of his 100th day in
office, comes as Americans take an
increasingly dim view of Trump's
economic stewardship, with indications his
tariffs will weigh on growth and could drive
up inflation and unemployment.In his latest
partial reversal of tariff policies, the
Republican president agreed to provide
carmakers with credits for up to 15% of the
value of vehicles assembled domestically.
These could be applied against the value of
imported parts, allowing time to bring
supply chains back home.Auto industry

leaders had lobbied the administration
furiously during the weeks since Trump
first unveiled his 25% tariffs on imported
vehicles and auto parts. The levies, aimed
at forcing automakers to reshore
manufacturing domestically, had
threatened to scramble a North American
automotive production network integrated
across the U.S., Canada and Mexico.

It offers the industry a "little relief" as
companies invest in more U.S. production,
Trump said as he left Washington for
Michigan. "We just wanted to help them ...
if they can't get parts, we didn't want to
penalize them."The uncertainty unleashed
across the auto sector by Trump's tariffs
remained on full display Tuesday when
GM pulled its annual forecast even as it
reported strong quarterly sales and profit.
In an unusual move, the carmaker also
opted to delay a scheduled conference call
with analysts until later in the week, after
the details of tariff changes were known.

Meanwhile, U.S. Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick told CNBC he had

reached one deal with a foreign power that
should permanently ease the "reciprocal"
tariffs Trump plans to impose. Lutnick
declined to identify the country, saying the
deal was pending local approvals."I have a

deal done ... but I need to wait for their
prime minister and their parliament to give
its approval," Lutnick said.Lutnick's
comments helped further lift stock prices
that had been battered by Trump's moves to
reshape global trade and force goods
makers to shift production to the U.S. The
benchmark S&P 500 Index closed 0.6%
higher for a sixth day of gains, its longest

streak of gains since November.

WRONG ON EVERY PREDICTION

Trump and his team aim to strike 90 trade
deals during a 90-day pause on his
reciprocal tariffs announced earlier in
April. His administration has repeatedly
said it was negotiating bilateral trade deals
with dozens of countries.

A chief Trump goal is to bring down a
massive U.S. goods trade deficit, which
shot to a record in March on a surge of

imports aimed at front-running the
levies. Trump's aggressive trade policies
have cascaded through the global economy
since his return to the White House in
January, and the 90-day pause was
announced after financial markets went
into a tailspin over fears of recession and
inflation, among other factors.Softening
the impact of auto levies is his
administration's latest move to show
flexibility on tariffs which have sown
turmoil in financial markets, created
uncertainty for businesses and sparked
fears of a sharp economic slowdown.
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IPL 2025 CSK VS PBKS:

Live Streaming, head to

head, pitch report and
weather foreca

New Delhi: The Indian Premier League has
reached a level where every game or every
result will not affect other teams in some way
or the other. In the 49th match of the IPL
2025, we are going to witness Chennai Super
Kings take on Punjab at the M Chidambaram
Stadium in Chennai. CSK are experiencing
their worst season so far, where they have
managed to win only 2 games out of the 9
played and are currently languishing at the
bottom of the table. On the other hand,
Punjab Kings are stuck at the 5th spot, in the
middle of the table, with 5 wins in their 9
matches.The last time these two teams met
this season, Punjab Kings emerged
victorious by 18 runs. Priyansh Arya, the
young batter from Delhi, stole the spotlight
with a blistering 100 off just 38 balls.
Punjab’s previous game against KKR ended
without a result due to rain. After posting a
strong total of 201 in the first innings, they

Firmino, Toney fire Al Ahli into
AFC Champions League final

The Jeddah club will now face
either Cristiano Ronaldo’s Al
Nassr or Japan’s Kawasaki
Frontale on Saturday for the
continent’s premier club

trophy.

JEDDAH. Roberto Firmino and Ivan Toney
helped fire Al Ahli into the final of the AFC
Champions League Elite with a fiery 3-1
victory against fellow Saudi Arabian side
Al Hilal on Tuesday.The Jeddah club,
effectively playing at home as the
tournament’s latter stages take place in the
port city, will now face either Cristiano
Ronaldo’s Al Nassr or Japan’s Kawasaki
Frontale on Saturday for the continent’s
premier club trophy.Al Ahli got off to an

ideal start at King Abdullah Sports Stadium captain despite not being registered in their

when, on nine minute.s, Brazilian winger  Saudi Pro League squad, took his tally for

Galeno raced to the byline and cut back the  the tournament to six goals.

ball for compatriot Firmino to finish A} Ahli went 2-0 up just before the half hour,

emphatlcally: ~ Riyad Mahrez putting Toney through on
The former Liverpool forward, the Al Ahli goal with a defence-splitting pass to leave

had to settle for just one point instead of the
expected two. On the other hand, CSK’s last
outing reflected the struggles they’ve faced
throughout the season. They were defeated
by SRH by 5 wickets after setting a modest
target of 155, which was comfortably chased
down within 19 overs.With only a 0.01%
chance of qualification, CSK are virtually
out of the playoff race. However, they can
still spoil and impact other teams’ chances.
Will Punjab Kings capitalise on this
opportunity and climb to second place in the
standings, or will CSK spoil Punjab’s party
at their home ground?

Live Streaming DetailsWhen will Chennai
Super Kings vs Punjab Kings IPL 2025
match take place?Chennai Super Kings vs
Punjab Kings IPL 2025 will take place on
April 30, Wednesday at 7:30 PM IST.

We will try to come back and
finish in top two: Delhi
Capitals' Vipraj Nigam

NEW DELHI. Undeterred by a third home
defeat, spin all-rounder Vipraj Nigam said
Delhi Capitals are determined to bounce
back, not just to reach the playoffs but to
secure a top-two finish in the IPL standings.

DC suffered a 14-run loss to Kolkata Knight
Riders after falling short in their chase of
205, and Nigam admitted a few shot
selection errors cost them the match on
Tuesday."There are some decisions that we
take at the last moment, because of which the
game gets messed up sometimes here and
there. But we are still in the top four, and we
have five more games left, in which we will
try to come back and finish in the top two,"
Nigam told reporters.The Capitals currently
have 12 points and occupy the fourth spot on
the table."Our plan was to target their two
main spinners and we did that in the first two

overs but there were a few moments where
we erred in our shot selection or something
like that happened because of which our set
players got out." Against such a bowling line-
up, it is very difficult to come and play a shot
immediately. That's why if the set players
kept playing, we would have easily won the
match," Nigam said.The 20-year-old leg-
spinning all-rounder, who went wicketless in
the last four games, returned with figures of 2
for 41 and also scored a 19-ball 38."IPL is a
journey where you always face ups and
downs. But the main thing is how strong your
mindset is, how the team atmosphere is ? the
seniors' role is very important, and they have
always backed me."

The Uttar Pradesh cricketer showcased his
batting prowess, smashing five fours and two
sixes to give DC a limmer of hope against
KKR."Till last year, I had performed the
same way in domestic cricket as well. I had
scored 70-75 runs in 2-3 matches, but in
between, I flopped in a few innings, because
of which my confidence went down, and then
you need support or a backup time. So it was
a good thing that I got my form as soon as I
cameto IPL."

the Englishman to round goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou and roll into the net.Toney, a
summer signing from English Premier
League club Brentford, moved alongside
Firmino in the scoring charts. Former
Manchester City winger Mahrez,

Struggling Novak Djokovic withdraws from
Rome Masters, French Open hopes in doubt

New Delhi. Novak Djokovic has pulled out

of the 2025 Italian Open, adding another
worrying sign to what has already been a
difficult season for the Serbian superstar.
The 36-year-old’s absence from one of his
favourite clay-court tournaments has
sparked fresh concerns over both his fitness
and form, with just weeks to go before the
French Open.The announcement was made
by the tournament organisers via social
media, confirming that Djokovic will not be
part of this year’s draw. “See you next year,
Nole,” read their brief but telling
message.This marks the first time since
2007 that Djokovic will not compete in
Rome, ending an 18-year streak at the
tournament where he has won the title six
times. He has lifted the trophy in 2008,
2011, 2014, 2015, 2020 and 2022, making
his absence even more striking.

Atough season for the tennis great
Djokovic has been struggling with form

throughout 2025. Since his early exit at the

Australian Open due to injury, he has failed
to win a match in four of the five events he
has entered. Losses in Qatar, then in Indian
Wells, followed by Monte Carlo, and most
recently Madrid, have raised concerns
among fans and experts alike. His only deep
run came at the Miami Open, where he
reached the final but lost to 19-year-old

Czech rising star Jakub Mensik.The defeat
to Italy’s Matteo Arnaldi in Madrid by a
scoreline of 6-3, 6-4 was particularly
alarming. It marked the third straight
tournament where Djokovic bowed out in
his opening match. After the loss, he
admitted the situation was unfamiliar
territory. “It’s a completely different feeling
from what I had in 20-plus years of
professional tennis,” he said, hinting at the
mental challenge of adjusting to these
results.With the French Open set to start on
May 25, Djokovic’s decision to skip Rome
means he will head to Roland Garros
without a single clay-court match win this
season. That’s a first since 2006, a
staggering stat for a player of his calibre.

Despite being currently ranked No. 5 and

holding 12 wins in 19 matches this year, the
question looms- can Djokovic bounce back
in time to challenge for the Roland Garros
title? With time running out and confidence
shaken, all eyes will be on Paris to see if the
tennis legend can turn things around.

Ousmane Dembele delivers PSG
slender 1-0 lead over Arsenal in first

PSG take a narrow
advantage to Paris after
Ousmane Dembele's early
goal sinks Arsenal in a tense
Champions League semi-
final first leq clash.

New Delhi. Paris Saint-Germain took a
significant step toward reaching their
second-ever Champions League final after
edging past Arsenal 1-0 in the semi-final
first leg at the Emirates Stadium. Ousmane
Dembele’s early goal proved decisive in a
game where both teams had their moments
but PSG’s defensive resilience and early
clinical edge saw them leave North London
with a valuable lead.

The French side, who have already knocked
out Liverpool and Aston Villa on their way
to this stage, showed their maturity and
discipline, soaking up Arsenal’s pressure
and creating several big chances of their
own. Dembele’s impact was immediate,
starting and finishing a flowing move in the
fourth minute. He played the ball wide to
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia and then continued
his run into the box, eventually finding
space to slot home via the far post.Despite
Arsenal pushing hard for an equaliser,
Gianluigi Donnarumma stood tall, making
crucial saves first from Gabriel Martinelli

before the break, and later denying
Leandro Trossard in the second half. PSG
could have extended their lead late on but
misses from Bradley Barcola and Goncalo
Ramos kept the score at just one.
Artetareflects on missed chances
For Arsenal, it was a frustrating evening and
their first home defeat in European
competition after 17 unbeaten matches at
the Emirates. Mikel Arteta admitted his
side struggled early on but felt they
deserved more from the game.We couldn’t
get into our thythm in the opening stages
and that cost us,” said Arteta. “In the end, I
think we were unfortunate not to get at least
adraw. These are the margins at this level.”
Arsenal looked a shadow of the side that had
dismantled Real Madrid earlier in the
tournament. Although Myles Lewis-
Skelly’s pass to Martinelli offered a golden
opportunity and Mikel Merino thought he
had equalised only for VAR to intervene, the
Gunners just couldn’t find the breakthrough
they needed

meanwhile, leads the tournament in
assists, with eight.Record four-time
Asian champions Al Hilal halved the
deficit three minutes before half time,
when captain Salem Al Dawsari
pounced on an inadvertent touch from
Al Ahli midfielder Franck Kessie to
slam home his 10th goal of the
campaign. Al Dawsari now leads the
scoring charts by one.A frantic second-
half ensued, with Toney having two
goals ruled out for offside and Firmino
and Galeno hitting the post, while Al
Hilal were reduced to 10 men right
before the hour after ex-Chelsea
defender Kalidou Koulibaly deservedly
received a second yellow card.

Kessie then saw his 85th-minute penalty
saved by Bounou after Mahrez had been
felled in the area, before substitute Feras
Al Buraikan sealed the result deep into
injury time moments after being
introduced.

Runners-up in 2012, their only other final

appearance, Al Ahli remain the only

unbeaten side in this season’s competition.

Al Nassr and Frontale meet in the other semi-

final on Wednesday, also at King Abdullah
Sports City Stadium, with an all-Saudi final
still possible.

Dembele sinks Arsenal as PSG
seize edge in Champions
League semi-final

LONDON. Paris Saint-Germain seized the

advantage in their Champions League semi-
final against Arsenal as Ousmane Dembele
sealed a 1-0 win in the first leg on Tuesday.

Dembele struck in the opening minutes at the

Emirates Stadium and Luis Enrique's side
held on to the lead with a composed display
that kept Arsenal at bay.

PSG will head into the second leg at the Parc des

Princes on May 7 as favourites to reach the
final against Barcelona or Inter Milan as they
look to win the tournament for the first time.

But the French champions should take nothing

for granted given their history of epic
European collapses."We showed the kind of
team we are. We tried to play our way and
scored the goal early playing that way," PSG
boss Luis Enrique said."We suffered
sometimes but could have scored the second
goal. The second match is going to be very
tough."The result means a little advantage for
us. We can go to the final but there is still one
match."Arsenal's first defeat in 18 home
European matches was a painful blow to their
own bid to win a first Champions League

crown.Mikel Arteta had labelled Arsenal's run
to the semi-finals a "beautiful story".

The last chapter might make for frustrating

reading, but Arteta insisted they aren't dead
and buried just yet."We put so much into the
game. It's half-time and we have a big chance
to be in the final," the Gunners boss said.

"We struggled in the first 15 minutes to get

momentum and dominance, but in the end I
was disappointed not to get a draw at least.
That's the margins, that's the level."

The Gunners had beaten holders Real Madrid 5-

1 on aggregate to reach their first Champions
League semi-final since losing to Manchester
United in 2009.They could not replicate the
swaggering display that blew Madrid away 3-
0in the first leg, despite a frenzied atmosphere
as kick-off approached.When Arsenal's
players gathred for a pre-match huddle in the
tunnel, Declan Rice implored his team-mates
to give everything as he roared: "If we don't
have the ball we die."a

Happy Birthday Rohit Sharma: Top five
records held by ‘Hitman’ of world cricket

Celebrate Rohit Sharma's 38th
birthday by revisiting five iconic
records that define his legacy as
one of cricket’s greatest modern-

day batsmen.

New Delhi. Happy 38th Birthday to the

legendary Indian cricketer, Rohit Sharma!
Known throughout the cricketing world as
the ‘Hitman’ — a nickname truly earned
through his powerful and often explosive
batting, especially dazzling audiences in the
IPL Rohit has crafted a career filled with
incredible milestones.

Rohit Sharma’s impact on the game is

undeniable, from being the only player ever
to score three double centuries in ODIs and
his impressive pace to reach over 11,000

ODI runs, to leading India to memorable T20
World Cup glory in 2024 and the Champions
Trophy title in 2025. As we celebrate his
special day today, let’s dive into the record
books and highlight some of the most
formidable achievements held by this
modern-day great.Highest individual score
in ODI history Rohit Sharma’s name is
synonymous with incredible records in ODI,
but perhaps none stand out quite like his
highest individual record. No batter has
come close to breaking Rohit Sharma’s 264-
run innings. With 33 fours and nine sixes, the
innings still remains the highest individual
score in ODI cricket. When Sachin
Tendulkar broke the 200-run mark in an ODI
in February 2010, the landscape of hitting
big in the format shifted, and the highest
score record was pushed further a few times
before Rohit’s monumental effort in
November 2014.

His innings at Eden Gardens against Sri Lanka

wasn’t just a personal best but a new world

record that has stood unchallenged since.
The most remarkable thing about this
innings was that it was his comeback match
following a three-month injury layoff. He
steadily built his innings, reaching his fifty in
72 balls and his century in 100. But then the
Hitman accelerated, needing only 25 more
balls to get to 150 and hitting 200 in 151 balls
and powering past 250 in just 166 deliveries
on his way to that historic 264. It was a
masterclass in pacing an ODI innings and
remains a towering benchmark in the format.

Most double centuries in ODI
Scoring a double century in a One Day

International is a truly rare feat, a
monumental innings that few cricketers ever
achieve. Yet, India’s Rohit Sharma stands in
a class of his own as he is the only player in
the history of the game to have reached this
incredible milestone not once but thrice.His
remarkable spree began on November 2,
2013, when he blasted 209 against Australia.
He then went on to score a record-breaking
264 against Sri Lanka on November 13,
2014 — an innings that remains the highest
individual score in ODI. He scored an
unbeaten 208 to complete his unique trio,
again facing Sri Lanka, on December 13,
2017. While other formidable batsmen like
Sachin Tendulkar, Virender Sehwag, Chris
Gayle, and more have single double
centuries to their name but Sharma ji’s
ability to repeatedly achieve this
extraordinary feat sets him apart in the
annals of ODI cricket.
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Nushrratt £
Bharucch )

Reveals She 'Wasn't Comfortable' Wearing Bikini

In Pyaar Ka Punchnama 2: 'l Told Luv Ranjan...;; |

Nushrruﬂ Bharuccha candidly revealed her
struggle with wearing a bikini for Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2, and how a hold solo trip abroad
helped her break free from self-consciousness.

ﬁ ctress Nushrratt Bharuccha, known for her relatable charm and candidness;

recently opened up about a deeply personal journey she undertook befe I

donning a bikini on-screen for Pyaar Ka Punchnama 2. Despite
glamorous perception bum)undmg such scenes, Nushrratt revealed she initiall
struggled with intense self-consciousness about wearing a bikini — something :-,he
decided to tackle head-on through a bold and empowering move.In a conversati
with Hauterrfly, Nushrratt explained, “For me, it has always been about real-!%
experience translating into my on-screen
mance. | hadn’t worn a bikini before, and 1
knew I would be uncomfortable in
front of the camera. I told Luv sir
(director Luv Ranjan), ‘Even if I
wear it, ['ll be stiff and
awkward. How can you get a
natural shot if internally ['m
not okay with it?’ [ realized
[ needed to truly own it
first.”

Determined to break free
from her inhibitions,
Nushrratt decided to take
a solo trip abroad — a
place where she could
freely confront her fears
away from familiar eyes.
“In Mumbai, you can’t
exactly roam around wearing 'Q
a bikini, so I decided to go ™ l
abroad. I needed to break the \ ‘
internal consciousness in my mind, . .
tonormalize it for myself," she shared. O

And normalize it she did. Over three straight ——

days, from morning till night, Nushrratt delibe

rately wore bikinis, letting the experience become second nature. “By the second
day, I had forgotten I was even wearing a bikini. It just became normal — like, yes,

['m a woman, and there’s absolutely nothing wrong with that," she said with

pride.Most recently seen in Chhorii 2, Nushrratt continues to carve a space for

herself as an actress who isn’t afraid to acknowledge her vulnerabilities and
transform them into strength.

Sheezan l(han '

Falaq Naaz On Their Troubled Equation With sister
Shafaq: 'She Chose Not To Talk To Us’ \

Sheezan Khan and Falaq Naazz have spoken out  both Sheezan and Falaq confirmed that the entire family

about their troubled relationship with their sister,  wasaware.
Shafaq Naaz. Although things were stable between “She (Shafaq) chose not to talk to us. She chose not to stay
them during Sheezan’s legal case, their bond has since  in touch,” Sheezan revealed. Falaq added that their
fractured again. In a new interview, the sibling duo  mother was deeply hurt by a statement Shafaq had
opened up about their disappointment and anger  made publicly, in which she described herself as
towards Shafaq, with Sheezan sharing he was hurt that  the “neglected" child. According to Falag, this
Shafaq did not visit their mother when she was  claim devastated their mother, who had always
hospitalised.Speaking to Siddharth Kannan, Sheezan  tried to treat her children equally.Although
Sheezan acknowledged that Shafaq
could distance herself from her
siblings, he felt she should have
remained connected to their mother.
~  He recalled their mother reaching
out to Shafaq after her knee surgery
and expressed sadness that despite
a brief conversation when their
mother was hospitalised for ten
days, the exchange felt cold and
formal.Falaq mentioned that she
had attempted to bridge the gap
between her sister and mother
during the health crisis.
However, Sheezan said, “When
mom was hospitalized, we called
Shafaq, and she refused to get
involved." He added, “Fir toh thoda
insaan nazron se utarta hai na (Then
a person loses respect)." When
asked if he had lost respect for his
sister, Sheezan confirmed, “Haan.
gir gayi, definitely (Yes.
definitely)."

and Falaq recounted how difficult it was to care for their
mother, who had fallen into severe depression. They
described their mother becoming extremely vulnerable,
requiring constant support. Sheezan noted that the stress
from his case had been a major trigger for her condition,
leading her to stop taking her prescribed medication,
which further deteriorated her health,

The siblings admitted that their mother’s sadness was
compounded by her longing for Shafaq. When asked if
Shafaq was informed about their mother’s health issues,

Paresh Rawal Says Akshay Kumar Is 'Not A
Friend'; Alia Bhatt's Co-Star Seema Pahwa

Refuses To Teach Acting To Nepo Kids

eteran actor Paresh Rawal has shared screen

space with Akshay Kumar in several iconic

films such as Hera Pheri, Bhaagam Bhaag,
among others, and shares a great equation with him.
He always speaks highly of Akshay Kumar. In a
recent interview, Paresh Rawal called Akshay a
‘colleague’, and explained that in the film industry,
relationships are mostly professional. According to
him, his true friends are the ones he made in school,
and theatre. He called Om Puri, Naseeruddin Shah,
and Johnny Lever his true friends.

Actress and filmmaker Seema Pahwa has spent nearly
40 years in the Indian film industry. She has been a
part of films like Gangubai Kathiawadi, Dream Girl
2, Badhaai Do and Zubeidaa among others. As a
reputed actress and director, Seema believes that
Bollywood today has become a business about
selling faces, rather than telling stories. As such,
Seema revealed that she won't be training nepo kids
who lack talent just so they can be launched.

A seminar for actor-politician Vijay’s Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) booth committee was held at a
private college in Saravanampatti in Coimbatore
district of Tamil Nadu. Many members and
supporters of the TVK attended the event, including
awell-known actor.

‘The Incredible Hulk’ creator Kenneth Johnson
believes the two Hulk movies flopped because the
audiences didn’t accept the CGI character in the real
world. The 82-year-old screenwriter-producer was
responsible for bringing the Marvel Comics
character to life on the small screen in the iconic TV
series, which ran from 1977 to 1982 and starred Bill
Bixby as Dr David Bruce Banner and professional
bodybuilder Lou Ferrigno as the giant green
brute.Superstar Ajith Kumar, who was honoured
with the prestigious Padma Bhushan award by the
Government of India earlier this year, attended the
grand investiture ceremony held at Rashtrapati
Bhavan, New Delhi, on April 28.

Farah Khan Recalls Spot Boy Falling

After Seeing Pooja Bedi's Flying Skirt

In Pehla Nasha: 'l Had A Thong On'

ilmmaker and choreographer Farah Khan

recently hosted Alaya F and her mother, Pooja

Bedi, on her YouTube channel for a fun-filled
episode. As Alaya prepared her signature protein-
packed blueberry pancakes, Farah and Pooja took
a nostalgic trip down memory lane, recalling
amusing stories from the time they worked
together on the 1992 film Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar.

Farah told Alaya that she spent several days helping
her mother learn to dance during the shoot.
Complimenting Alaya’s dancing skills, Farah
asked whose genes she had inherited, calling her a
‘fantastic dancer.” Alaya admitted that dancing
didn’t come naturally to her either, much like her
mother. but she put in hard work to improve. In a
lighthearted moment, when Pooja attempted to
imitate how Alaya used to dance, Farah quipped,
“This is exactly how you danced in Naam Hai
Mera Fonseca in Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar.”

Sharing a hilarious memory from the iconic Pehla
Nasha song shoot, Farah turned to Alaya and said,
“You know the story, right? When she stood on that
car (in the Pehla Nasha song), the spot boy, who
was not standing behind her but underneath her, vo
gir gaye (he fell down). That’s the first time I've
seen a thong. They were not very common in those
days." Pooja quickly interrupted, insisting Farah
was exaggerating and clarifying that the spot boy
was standing a little further away. She humorously
added that every time she pulled her dress down at
the front, it would fly up from behind.

“He was standing in the one behind and every time
they would put this fan under me and [ was
standing like this and I'm trying very hard to pull
my dress down... he put his car right I’'m standing
there like this... fan is going, every time 1 say,
nothing is happening, the dress is flying. Then I'm
holding it down And everyone is laughing. Why?
Because it’s down from here but it’s flying from
the back, And that’s the spot where | was standing
in the back and I had a thong on," Pooja said.

Farah also praised Alaya for her composed and
graceful demeanour on the red carpet, saying she
was far more ‘elegant and calm” compared to her
mother, Pooja.

Alaya made her Bollywood debut in 2020 with
Jawaani Jaaneman, co-starring Saif Ali Khan.
Since then, she has been part of films like Almost
Pyaar with DJ Mohabbat and U-Turn. In 2024, she
appeared in Bade Miyan Chote Miyan and
Srikanth. Meanwhile, Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar,
where Pooja played Devika alongside Aamir Khan
and Ayesha Jhulka, was recently re-released in
theatres, rekindling fond memories for fans.
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