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Navigating
IIT dream

A teenager studying for 12-14 hours a day at a
coaching centre hopes to get into the best
engineering college and land a job in a
multinational company. The sheer joy of getting
into an IIT makes all the hard work worth it. The
well-oiled machine, perfect in calculations, is
now well on its way to success. Yet, even before
the sheen wears off, the machine starts stuttering,
struggling to cope with falling grades and a
wearying knowledge of a growing burden. The
setting up of a national task force by the Supreme
Court in March to investigate the suicides is a
recognition of the pressures that students face as
they fight to stay in the race.Stepping into the
competitive world reveals the baggage of every
student — a huge financial and emotional
investment that builds on the dream of a powerful
future. However, while admission to an IIT is
seen as a sure ticket to success, what the student
faces, once in, is a microcosm not very different
from the world outside. While accusations of
casteism, language barriers and social isolation
lurk in most corridors, a life snuffed out after
months of silent cries for help reflects the effect
of the aspirational burden on critical thinking and
basic life skills. The result? Committees that
highlight individual mental health problems
while giving a clean chit to the structure that fails
to identify such problems in the first place.Many
IITs have a psychiatrist and a counsellor who
advise students, but the grades do not reflect the
development needed. The recent suicide by a
BTech student at I[IT-Ropar highlights the plight
of students who give in to the pressures.

Statistics reveal that most students who opted out
of life belonged to marginalised sections of
society and failed to achieve grades that would
attract the best in the corporate world. It would
generally leave you with a huge debt and the
social ostracisation of being at the bottom would
mean that you were no longer part of the
elite. What is worrisome is the lack of support. An
RTI filed by Dheeraj Singh, founder of the
Global IIT Alumni Support Group, in 2023
revealed that more than 115 students had died by
suicide in IITs since 2005.What leads to students
taking the extreme step? Is it more a cry for help
than a genuine desire to give up? However,
suicide is usually a spontaneous action, which
many regret, albeit too late. "I hope my life is
saved," the student admitted to the PGIMER,
Chandigarh, whispered in his final days.
Struggling alone becomes a causal factor to
obfuscate rational decision-making. It is critical
to identify the problem at this stage.While the
JEE Mains is now conducted in 13 languages,
once the student is admitted to BTech, he is
expected to be on a par with his peers fluent in
English. A general language course rarely helps a
student for whom the extra year of study is also a
burden in terms of opportunity cost. A few
private universities do invest in a language
trainer. However, lack of empathy for students on
the margins makes the "reserved category" a
pejorative identity marker.

Another factor is individual resilience. For most
students, engineering is a ticket for social
mobility. It is the vulnerable few who need help.
Academic pressure is compounded by
expectations, and the inherent hierarchy that
marks colleges in India can crush the softer spirit.
Mental health surveys would identify dangers.

Is the performance tracked of candidates who took
the exam in native languages? Is there equity in
placements? Should there be a minimum grade in
English for admissions? How far does the system
build resilience? The government must consider
these questions. For, students are our assets.

Don’t miss the chip bus again

Covid-triggered shortage was the first wake-up call; the tariff war is the second warning

THE tariff war triggered by the aggressive trade policies of

US President Trump has again brought into focus the
semiconductor industry. Semiconductor chips are the
backbone of products ranging from automobiles to
missiles, and their supplies are mired in complicated
global chains. While China and other East Asian countries
like South Korea, Japan and Taiwan are key players in the
semiconductor supply chains, the inclusion of Canada
and Mexico as well in Trump’s protectionist mission has
surprised many.Several semiconductor products from
destinations like China and Taiwan are routed through
Mexico and Canada for manufacturing or packaging and
end products meant for American and other markets.
Besides semiconductor manufacturing, China also
controls the milling and refining of rare earth
metals that are critical for high-tech products
like mobile phones and electric vehicle
batteries.The shortage of semiconductor chips
during the Covid-19 pandemic five years ago
was a wake-up call. The disruption in the global §
supply chains resulting from the stoppage of

production for a few weeks led to a drop in
manufacturing of consumer products like cars,
mobile phones and washing machines in several
countries as the supply of chips went down.
Now, the production lines are not threatened
with closure, but higher tariffs are bound to
increase the prices of products with embedded
chips. The scenario about the supply of rare
earth materials and the Chinese threat to restrict
the supplies is still emerging and fuller impacts
may become clear over the next few months.

In response to the pandemic situation, several
steps were initiated in India in this strategic
sector. It was realised that India’s share in the
global electronics design and manufacturing
industry worth $2 trillion was minuscule at $100
billion. Moreover, just a fraction of it was value
addition since India lacked local semiconductor
manufacturing and the Indian industry is merely engaged
in system integration and assembly. This is despite the
country possessing good strength in silicon design with
several design groups working for global chip companies.

To promote local manufacturing and reduce reliance on
global supply chains, the government initiated the India
Semiconductor Mission (ISM) in 2021. Since
semiconductor manufacturing of any kind is highly
capital-intensive, the mission envisaged capital subsidies
of up to 50 per cent to attract private companies. The
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme covered
semiconductor foundries, Assembly, Testing, Marking
and Packaging (ATMP) or Outsourced Semiconductor

THE cancellation of Gurugram Municipal
Corporation Mayor Raj Rani Malhotra’s
husband’s appointment as her ‘advisor’ has cast
fresh light on an old malaise: the persistence of
patriarchal influence in women’s political
representation. The backlash to Tilak Raj
Malhotra’s appointment serves as a rare
institutional pushback against the notorious
‘sarpanch pati’ culture — where elected women
are relegated to ceremonial roles while their
husbands wield real power. This proxy culture is
not new. Despite the constitutional promise of
empowerment through the 73rd Amendment [
and reservation of seats for women in @&
panchayati raj institutions, the reality in many &
parts of India, especially in patriarchal belts like
Haryana, is far from transformative. Women,
though elected, are often treated as stand-ins for their
male relatives — an arrangement both tolerated and,

Assembly and Test (OSAT) facilities and display
fabrication facilities. In the past four years, the Central
Government has sanctioned subsidies worth Rs 76,000
crore under this PLI and the first chip is supposed to roll
out this year.However, silicon fabrication activities like

investment is a must to ensure that India doesn’t repeat the
mistakes of the past, while also ensuring that India
becomes self-reliant in the R&D feed for semiconductor
manufacturing entities,” said the group of scientists in
their recommendations to the government in 2022.

OSAT are not at the high end or cutting edge of Specifically, scientists suggested the creation of an R&D

semiconductor manufacturing, but low-hanging fruit
which, at best, allow a toehold in the global chip business.
With these technologies, India will not be able to catch the
semiconductor bus it had missed decades ago. India
entered this field much ahead of Taiwan, with
investments in Bharat Electronics Limited in the 1960s
and Semiconductor Limited (SCL) in the 1980s. It could
not keep pace with fast-changing technology because

requisite investment was not made in research and
development (R&D) and SCL took a long time recovering
from the devastating fire it suffered in 1989.

With ISM, a new beginning has been made, but India could

lag the second time around by repeating the mistake —
neglecting R&D. Deliberations of the scientific
community since the pandemic have repeatedly pointed
this out. India stands at the fifth position globally in
producing scientific knowledge relevant to electronics
and semiconductors with a smaller number of scientists
working in this field compared to America. “This needs to
be leveraged and funnelled towards industrial R&D with
appropriate engagements with commercial
semiconductor fabs. A serious and sustained R&D

No proxies, please

Gurugram fumbles, Fatehabad village girls lead

]

until recently, institutionally accepted.Yet, a glimmer
of hope shines through in the same state where this
controversy erupted. Last week, Haryana witnessed the

China’s calculated neutrality on Pahalgam

fab to develop and test emerging technologies like using

two-dimensional materials like graphene and Transition

Metal Dichalcogenides (TMDCs) instead of silicon. A

group led by Mayank Shrivastava, a professor in the

Department of Electronics Systems Engineering at the

Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, proposed a

blueprint for a national R&D centre dedicated to 2-D

materials. He envisaged that it should be developed on the
lines of ‘early day Intel or Bell
Labs’ when silicon technologies
were at a nascent stage. The centre
should be headed by a technocrat
and work with other academic
groups as well as industry
partners.

The precedent to establish such
mission-oriented R&D centres
already exists. The Centre for
Development of Telematics (C-
DOT) was established in 1984 to
develop a digital telephone
exchange. It was given a budget of
Rs 36 crore and a timeframe of 36
months, and it delivered. The
centre was headed by a technocrat,
Sam Pitroda, and not an officer of
the telecom department. Then
came the Centre for Development
of Advanced Computing to
develop a supercomputer.Itis time
to take a similar mission approach
for the R&D fab. This is the only
way India can jump the silicon

roadmap and ensure a place for itself when post-silicon
technologies mature. Shrivastava’s proposal was backed
by the officer of the Principal Scientific Advisor, but is yet
to get the final go-ahead. Since the proposal was made
three years ago, the global semiconductor industry has
already made good progress with 2-D material-based
technologies. It is projected that these technologies will
progress faster than the pace at which silicon did. The first
commercial products based on 2-D materials are expected
to be out in another two years. The pandemic-triggered
chip shortage was the first wake-up call. Now, the tariff
war has come as the second warning. If we don’t act fast,
we are bound to miss the semiconductor bus again.

formation of its first Girls’ Panchayat in
Fatehabad’s Barseen village, led by 21-year-old
Astuti Kamboj. The symbolic body comprising
girls aged 11-21 aims to foster leadership and civic
awareness among young girls, preparing them for
meaningful political participation, to be real
leaders rather than placeholders.The contrast is
striking: on one hand, entrenched patriarchy tries to
assert itself in the power corridors of an urban
municipal corporation; on the other, rural girls are
being trained to claim their space in the political
process. The system must widely shun symbolic
representation through familial proxies and
encourage genuine participation by women and
girls. The cancellation of the Gurugram
appointment must not be treated as a one-off. It
should set a precedent against male backseat
drivers in governance. Empowerment means letting
women lead, not just hold office.

China prefers the status quo — continuing tensions between India and Pakistan short of war, which would gradually drain both countries.

CHINA has issued a series of statements in the wake of
the terrorist attack in Pahalgam. How do we interpret
these and what do they tell us about how it views India
and Pakistan?The first report of the attack by Chinese
state-run Xinhua on April 22 did not refer to it as a
terrorist attack but as "tourists killed", and an
"ambush" in "Indian-controlled Kashmir." The report
was largely matter-of-fact even if both Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and "the region's incumbent
Chief Minister" Omar Abdullah were quoted as
condemning it. It concludes noting: "A guerilla war has
been going on between militants and Indian troops
stationed in the region since 1989."It is only
subsequently that the headlines and text change, with
"UN Security Council condemns terror attack in
Indian-controlled Kashmir" in the headline, "terrorist
attack in Kashmir", and "terrorism and extremism."
But even so, these are not the same thing as saying that
China holds Pakistan responsible. In fact, China
consistently attempts to portray a picture of neutrality,
saying it "hopes India and Pakistan will exercise
restraint, work in the same direction, handle relevant
differences properly through dialogue and
consultation, and jointly uphold peace and stability in
the region."This 'neutrality’, however, does two things
with respect to India.One, it hyphenates India and
Pakistan in status as the Chinese — and Pakistanis —
have always wished the rest of the world would. China
does not see India as its equal or a competing power
while Pakistan sees itself as India's equal. New Delhi's
own difference in responses to provocations by China
and Pakistan, in fact, tends to reinforce this perception.
India had a rather weak-kneed military response
following the Galwan incident in 2020. By contrast, it
has been relatively more ready for kinetic responses to

go with its rhetoric when Pakistan has been the
aggressor.China has also used foreign interlocutors to
highlight this hyphenation, referring, for example, to
the Egyptian Foreign Minister calling for "calm
and self-restraint" in phone calls with his Indian
and Pakistani counterparts. Two, Beijing is also
shifting responsibility to India by urging
"restraint" and asking both countries to "jointly
uphold peace and stability in the region." By
calling for an "impartial investigation", China is
making clear that it does not buy India's version
of events. And nor can it, given that its rivalry
with India is structural.Once again, Indian
rhetoric and domestic politics involving Pakistan
offer opportunities to China to exploit the India-
Pakistan divide and to keep India off
balance.There is a third effect that Chinese
neutrality has, but this time with respect to
Pakistan. While it is easy enough to conclude that
India is the target, Beijing is also conveying a
message to Pakistan by not wholeheartedly
supporting the latter either.For long now, Chinese
support to Pakistan on political and foreign policy
issues has been largely rhetorical. While Beijing has
blocked Indian attempts to get Pakistan-based
terrorists sanctioned at the UN, it has also used such
support to put pressure on Islamabad and Rawalpindi
to address China's own concerns on what it perceives to
be terrorism by Uyghurs from its Xinjiang region as
well as attacks against Chinese workers in Pakistan.In
other words, Chinese support for Pakistan is
increasingly part of a transactional approach. This
should not be surprising. American support to Pakistan
has dwindled following the Afghanistan drawdown.
While the economic relationship has grown with the

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), China's
exposure is also not as great as it is often portrayed —
most figures for Chinese investments in Pakistan as

part of the corridor are wildly exaggerated.

In a Xinhua article published just a few hours before its
report on the Pahalgam attack, the CPEC was called "a
transformative initiative" but the figures were more
telling — it had only "created over 75,000 jobs in
Pakistan and attracted more than 26 billion U.S. dollars
in investment." These are poor figures for a country of
over 250 million people and after 10 years of the
project.China might not want a full-blown India-
Pakistan conflict for several reasons, including the
possible return of the US to the region in some form or
fashion and this time, most likely on the Indian side.
This would mean that China would have to take sides

with the Pakistanis. Apart from the lack of any real

political or economic gain from such backing, the

Chinese probably also do not want to complicate ties
with either the US or India at this
moment.

Despite its retaliatory measures aginst the
US in the trade war and the aggressive
rhetoric, Beijing is also concerned about
longer-term implications for its economy
and has kept the door open for
negotiations with the Americans. The
current Chinese thaw with the Indians has
at least partly to do with concerns with the
Donald Trump administration in the US
and is too recent for the Chinese to want
to complicate with anything more than
the sort of signals outlined above.

No wonder then that Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi's phone call with his
Pakistani counterpart ended by saying
that "conflict does not serve the
fundamental interests of either India or

Pakistan."At the same time, if eliminating terrorism

from Pakistan requires the weakening of the Pakistani

military and if such weakening were to lead to an
improvement of India-Pakistan ties or a strengthening
of western-style democracy, then China will be
opposed to this too. China's ruling communists view
democratic consolidation anywhere as threatening
their own regime stability.In short, China prefers the
status quo — continuing tensions between India and

Pakistan short of war, which would gradually drain

both countries, distracting India from preparing for the

China challenge and keeping Pakistan dependent on

China's largesse.
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Rupee at strongest since
October 2024 as it breaks
84/dollar mark

NEW DELHI. The Indian rupee surged to its
strongest level this year on Friday, breaching the
84-per-dollar mark for the first time since October
2024. The currency rose as much as 0.7% to hit
83.83 against the US dollar in early trade, buoyed
by a mix of strong foreign inflows and broader
regional currency strength.This marks a nearly 2%
weekly gain for the rupee, powered by a sustained
rally in Indian equities and growing optimism over
an early US-India trade deal under the Trump
administration. Traders also cited heavy dollar
selling by foreign banks—Iikely acting on behalf
of overseas clients—and the unwinding of bearish
bets against the rupee.Foreign institutional
investors have been net buyers of Indian equities
for 11 consecutive sessions, marking the longest
such streak in two years and lending strong support
to the local currency.Dilip Parmar — Senior
Research Analyst, HDFC Securities, said, "The
Indian rupee witnessed its most significant single-
day appreciation since November 2022. This surge
can be attributed to month-end adjustments and a
technical sell-off in the US dollar leading up to the
holiday.""Despite prevailing geopolitical tensions,
trader caution was somewhat offset by the Reserve
Bank of India's apparent absence from the market
and the strengthening of other Asian currencies,
providing support to the rupee," he added.

The rupee's recent run has prompted several analysts
to revise their forecasts. Japanese bank MUFG
now expects the rupee to end 2025 at 84, up from its
earlier projection of 87.“We now forecast INR to
outperform other Asian currencies on the back of
expected US dollar weakness and more favourable
tariff outcomes for India in Trump 2.0,” the bank
said in a note.While bids for the greenback
remained thin through the session, consistent
dollar supply from foreign banks helped the rupee
push decisively past the psychological 84 mark.

Ather Energy IPO: Check
allotment status, latest GMP
and listing date

NEW DELHI. The allotment status for Ather Energy
IPO will be finalised on Friday, May 2, 2025. The
public issue received a quiet response from
investors, and the shares were just fully subscribed
by the end of the bidding process.Ather Energy,
which makes electric scooters, opened its [PO from
April 28 to April 30 with a price band of Rs 304 to
Rs 321 per share. The lot size was set at 46
shares.The issue was subscribed 1.50 times in total.
This shows that while there was interest, the
demand was not very strong. It can be attributed to
the poor market performance of other EV
companies, like Ola Electric, after their market
debu.Retail investors subscribed 1.89 times their
reserved portion, while Qualified Institutional
Buyers (QIBs) bid 1.76 times the shares meant for
them. However, Non-Institutional Investors (NIIs)
showed less interest, with only 0.69 times
subscription.The total number of bids receivd was
7,67,49,068 against the offer of 5,11,22,370 shares.
Through the IPO, Ather Energy raised Rs 2,980.76
crore. This included a fresh issue of shares worth Rs
2,626 crore and an offer-for-sale (OFS) of up to
1,10,51746 shares by existing
shareholders.Investors who applied for the PO can
expect to get alerts by SMS, email, or through bank
messages about the debit of funds or release of [PO
mandates. This may happen over the weekend or by
Monday, May 5.

Zoho CEQ Sridhar Vembu
Shelves $700 Million

Semiconductor Chip Plan;
Cites THIS Reason

New Delhi.Software major Zoho has put its
ambitious $700 million semiconductor chip
manufacturing project on hold, and the company’s
Co-founder Sridhar Vembu on Thursday said they
were not confident enough in the current
technology path to proceed. Vembu explained that
since chip fabrication is a highly capital-intensive
business, it needs strong government support.On
our semiconductor fab investment plan, since this

\

-

business is so capital intensive, it requires
government backing, we wanted to be absolutely
sure of the technology path before we take taxpayer
money,” Vembu wrote on X social media
platform.He added that they did not have that
confidence in the tech so the board decided to

All About SEBI's Proposal 0f Demat Rule For Key

[P0 Shareholders To Curb

T Eeee—
In a consultation paper, SEBI

said the rule would apply to
directors, key managerial
personnel, senior
management, current
employees, selling
shareholders, and qualified
institutional buyers.

L ]

Mumbai. The Securities and Exchange

Board of India (SEBI) has proposed a
new rule that could make it compulsory
for certain key shareholders to hold their
shares in demat form before a company
files for an initial public offering (IPO).

In a consultation paper, the capital markets

regulator said the rule would apply to
directors, key managerial personnel,
senior management, current
employees, selling shareholders, and
qualified institutional buyers.If
approved, the proposal aims to remove
risks and inefficiencies linked to
physical share certificates, such as loss,
theft, forgery, and delays in transfer and
settlement.Currently, SEBI’s

regulations already require promoters to
dematerialise their holdings before an
IPO.However, the regulator noted that
many other important shareholders still
hold physical shares even when a
company goes public.This creates a gap
in the system and could lead to
complications after listing. To fix this,
SEBInow wants to expand the rule.

It has suggested that all specified

Physmal Share Risks

securities held by promoter groups,

directors, key managerial personnel,

senior management, selling
shareholders, qualified institutional
buyers, and even domestic employees or
shareholders with special rights must be
in demat form before the [PO document
is filed.

\ The proposed rule would also apply to

stockbrokers, non-banking financial
companies (that are not systemically
important), and other regulated entities
if they hold any such shares.SEBI has
invited public feedback on the proposal
and will accept comments until May
20.Meanwhile, the market regulator on
Wednesday issued a stern warning to the
public against using online opinion
trading platforms, saying these
platforms fall outside its regulatory
purview and do not offer any investor
protection under existing securities
laws.In its advisory, SEBI explained that
these platforms allow users to trade
based on the outcomes of simple yes-or-

Adani Ports, Adani Enterpries, Adani
Green stocks rise up to 5%. Here's

Adani Enterprises' shares
climbed more than 2% on
Friday after the company
reported an increase in its
net profit for the
January—March quarter.

NEW DELHI. Adani group stocks saw
arise in early trade on Friday as Dalal
Street surged, opening higher boosted
by positive global cues and tracking
US markets.

posting robust Q4 results on Thursday.

The company reported a 50% rise in its
consolidated net profit, which stood at
Rs 3,023 crore. This is an increase
from Rs 2,025 crore reported in the
same quarter last year.The company's
revenue from operations for the

quarter rose 23% year-on-year to Rs
8,488 crore. Its operating profit, or
EBITDA, grew by 24% compared to
the previous year, reaching Rs 5,006
crore.Adani Enterprises shares
climbed more than 2% on Friday after
the company reported a sharp increase
in its net profit for the January—March
quarter. This significant jump was
mainly due to a one-time income from
selling its stake in a consumer goods
business and strong performance in its

solar equipment and airport
operations.

The company earned a profit of
Rs 3,845 crore in the fourth
quarter of the financial year
2024-25, compared to Rs
450.58 crore in the same
quarter last year. A large part
of this surge came from a Rs
3,286 crore gain after selling
its stake in Wilmar. If this
one-time gain is excluded,

the core net profit stands at Rs 1,313

crore. This result highlights the impact

of strategic decisions like the Wilmar
stake sale, alongside growth in Adani's
infrastructure-focused businesses,
especially solar manufacturing and
airport operations.Adani Green

Energy shares also rose on Friday, as

they jumped over 2%, trading at Rs

921.10, as of 10 am. Adani Energy

Solutions Ltd also gained 2%.

Electronics mfg in India gets shot
in the arm amid US tariff talks

NEW DELHI. With the Trump
administration’s announcement of
reciprocal tariffs in April 2025
targeting multiple countries, India
appears to have an edge over others,
particularly in the electronics
sector.This advantage stems from
relatively lower tariffs imposed on
Indian goods, especially compared to
other major manufacturing hubs like
China and Vietnam. For this reason,
within a month of the announcement,
global technology giants such as Apple,
Google, and Samsung have expressed
strong interest in expanding or shifting
their manufacturing operations to
India.For instance, Apple has officially
announced that all iPhones sold in the
US will be imported from India,
meaning the US market will rely solely
on India-made iPhones for domestic
consumption. India-made iPhones
account for only 8.5% of the phones
sold in the US currently, with China
accounting for three-fourths of the
sales. iPhone sales in the US were 75.9
million units in 2024, with India-made

phones accounting for only 3.1 million
units in March 2025.Alphabet Inc, the
parent company of Google, is also
planning to relocate a portion of its
smartphone production from Vietnam
to India. Currently, Google, in
partnership with contract manufacturer
Dixon Technologies, produces about
43,000 to 45,000 Pixel devices for the
Indian market, a relatively modest
number.

Now, the company is looking to scale up
production and begin exporting India-
made Pixel phones. South Korean
electronics major Samsung is also
considering relocating parts of its
smartphone and electronics production
to India.HP India is set to begin local
production of laptops, desktop PCs,
and all-in-one systems in May, in
partnership with Dixon. Taiwanese
tech firm Asus is also scaling up its
India operations, aiming to transform
the country into a major global export
hub. Lenovo has announced plans to
manufacture all its PC models for the

Indian market locally within the next
three years. It intends to produce Al
GPU servers in Pondicherry, bolstering
its domestic presence. Murata
Manufacturing Co, a key supplier of
components for Apple, is considering
shifting some of its production to India
as part of a global supply chain
realignment.All the stars are aligned
for India to be the alternative to China.
India not only offers government
support and lower costs, but also has
English-speaking software engineers
and a large consumer base,” said Tarun
Pathak, research director at
Counterpoint. “Going forward,
competitive dynamics will be shaped
by OEMs’ ability to diversify their
supply chains and manufacturing
bases.”The US has imposed a 26%
reciprocal tariff on imports, while
Chinese goods face a much higher
145%, and Vietnamese products are
subject to 46%. Although a 90-day
pause on reciprocal tariffs was
announced on April 9, a 10% baseline
tariff remains in effect on China.

no events.

Lomato shares rise despite
78% drop in Q4 profit. Should
you buy, hold or sell

NEW DELHI. Zomato’s parent company, Eternal
Ltd, reported a 78% drop in net profit for the
March quarter, but its shares were up nearly 2%
in early trade on Friday. At 9:48 am, the stock was
trading 1.76% higher at Rs 236.60 on the
Bombay Stock Exchange.So what’s behind this
seemingly contradictory move? While the
headline profit number may have disappointed,
investors were looking beyond it. The real story
lies in Blinkit—Zomato’s quick commerce
arm—which reported lower-than-expected
losses despite aggressively expanding its dark
store network.That’s being seen as a sign that the
business may be inching toward profitability
faster than expected.Eternal posted revenue of Rs
5,830 crore, broadly in line with analyst
estimates. EBITDA margin slipped to
1.2%—falling short of expectations—but the
company managed to maintain stable
contribution margins in both food delivery and
quick commerce.“Blinkit’s losses were lower
even after rapid expansion, and contribution
margin actually improved,” said Nuvama in a
note. “With store expansion likely peaking, we
forecast operating losses will decline from next
quarter. We maintain a ‘Buy’ with a revised target
of Rs 290.”Zomato’s food delivery business also
held steady. Contribution margin improved
slightly to 8.6%, and gross order value (GOV)
rose 16% year-on-year, beating
estimates—despite the delisting of nearly 19,000
low-quality restaurants.

JM Financial acknowledged the management’s
cautious tone about rising competition but
encouraged long-term investors to use any dips to
add to their holdings. “We expect Blinkit’s losses
to peak in Q1FY26, followed by operating
leverage benefits as expansion slows,” it said.

The media report came at a time when Tesla is
under pressure. Profits are down 71% year-on-
year and revenue slipped 9% in Q1, amid protests
over Musk’s role as head of the US Department
of Government Efficiency (DOGE) under the
Trump administration.

Investors have raised concerns about Musk’s
divided attention, particularly as competitors
from China and the US ramp up EV
offerings.Musk has since promised to re-focus on
Tesla, telling analysts last month that he would be
spending “far more of my time” at the company
starting May, now that DOGE is largely set up.

“Can you go to sleep in our cars and wake up at
your destination? I'm confident that will be
available in many cities in the US by the end of
this year,” he said, doubling down on Tesla’s self-
driving vision.Despite the drama, Tesla insists its
leadership remains unchanged—and that it’s full
speed ahead on autonomy, innovation, and
recovery.

Only Aadhaar Enabled eKYC Process Enough For Opening
THESE Small Savings Schemes; No Puperwork Hassle

Now the post offices will be able to
open the MIS, TD, KVP and NSC
scheme accounts of Single -
Individual (Adult) type through
Aadhaar authentication using e-

KYC.

e‘\

el

accounts, the debit account should be
either Smgle or Joint B type account
other depositor. In case the account is
opened on transfer of funds from the PO
Savings Account of the depositor,
withdrawal form (SB-7) shall not be
collected, as the account is opened
through biometric authentication of the
depositor.The existing process shall be
followed for the paper-based (voucher
based) transaction. Aadhaar
Authenticated Transactions will directly

shelve this idea for the time being, “until we finda | New Delhi. The Department of Post has be posted in the ledgers and require no

better tech approach”.“We wanted to be absolutely
sure of the technology path before we take taxpayer
money. We did not have that confidence in the tech,
so our board decided to shelve this idea for the time
being,” Vembu mentioned, explaining the
company’s decision to suspend the plan.The Tamil
Nadu-based software firm had, in June last year,
applied for incentives under the central
government’s Rs 76,000 crore India
Semiconductor Mission (ISM).It had also set up a
new entity called Silectric Semiconductor
Manufacturing to lead the fabrication unit
initiative.Before applying under ISM, Zoho had
also announced plans to establish a semiconductor
design project in Tenkasi, Tamil Nadu, where the
company is headquartered.

announced extension of e-KYC
functionality for opening of Monthly
Income Scheme (MIS), Time Deposit
(TD), Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP), and
National Savings Certificate (NSC)
scheme accounts."In continuation,
Aadhaar enabled eKYC process has
been enabled for opening of Monthly
Income Account Scheme (MIS), Time
Deposit Scheme (TD), Kisan Vikas
Patra Scheme (KVP) and National
Savings Certificate VIII Issue (NSC)
scheme accounts w.e.f 23 .04.2025."
Department of Post said in a circular on
April 30.Accordingly, now the post
offices will be able to open the MIS, TD,

KVP and NSC scheme accounts of

Single - Individual (Adult) type through
Aadhaar authentication using e-KYC

CIF, it added.On invoking the
CMISAOP menu, the Counter PA has to
obtain the biometric of the depositor for
getting the consent to use his/her
Aadhaar and proceed for feeding the
other details for opening of the account.
On completion of all the data entry in
CMISAOP screen, before submission,
second biometric of the depositor shall
be obtained for authenticating the

transaction.No-pay-in-slip (deposit)
voucher shall be collected for any
amount of deposit while opening these
accounts on Aadhaar Authentication
basis. The amount written by the
depositor in the Account Opening Form
(SB-eKYC-AOF) shall be considered as
amount of deposit.Fund Transfer From
PO Savings Account

If the depositor desires to transfer the

funds from PO Savings Account for
opening of MIS/TD/KVP/NSC

verification by the checker. Accordingly,
the account will be opened directly on
biometric authentication of the
depositor.

All the transactions including the POSA

debit transactions, posted for opening of
MIS/TD/KVP/NSC through biometric
authentication shall appear in the EKyC
long book detailed report. The
development of functionalities like
Account Closure, Transfer of Accounts,
change of nomination (Account
Modification) etc. through biometric
authentication are underway.
Meanwhile, these operations shall
continue to be performed through the
existing method.




NATIONAL

Pakistan violates border ceasefire for
8th straight night, Army responds

- NEW DELHI.Pakistani troops continued
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ceasefire violations along the Line of Control
for the eighth consecutive night with its

posts along the LoC in the Sunderbani and
Naushera sectors of Rajouri district on Tuesday India shares a total of 3,323 km of border with

night. Subsequently, it expanded the firing to the
Pargwal sector along the International Border in
Jammu district.

along the LoC in Kupwara and Baramulla gince the night of April 24, just hours after India

unprovoked firing in Kupwara, Baramulla,

c?“m!ued Ceaseﬁre Poonch, Naushera, and Akhnoor areas of

vmlatmns along [l’le Jammu and Kashmir, and the Indian military

% responded in a calibrated and proportionate

Lme of C[]ntr[]l fm‘ manner. This comes two days after India issued

. a stern warning to Pakistan over these repeated

tl]e E!ghth violations along the Line of Control (LoC)

5 - amid rising tensions between India and

consecutive mght Pakistan following the April 22 Pahalgam

. terror attack. The Director Generals of

Wlth l]m]rOV(]kEd Military Operations (DGMOs) of both
_ countries had a hotline conversation on Tuesday
ﬁ]’l]lﬂ m Kll])wal'a, to address unprovoked ceasefire violations by
the Pakistan Army.Initially commencing with
Bal‘anlllﬂa_, POﬂﬂCh, unprovoked small arms firing at several posts
N&“Shera, imd districts of north Kashmir, Pakistan swifily
Akh f expanded its ceasefire violation to the Poonch
Nnoor areas 0 sector and subsequently to the Akhnoor sector of

. the Jammu region.
Jammu and Kashmir.

It was followed by small arms firing on several

suspended the Indus Waters Treaty following the
killing of 26 people in the terror attack, Pakistani
troops have been resorting to unprovoked firing
at various places along the LoC in J&K,
beginning from the Kashmir Valley.On April 24,

Pakistan blocked its airspace for Indian
airlines, closed the Wagah border crossing,
suspended all trade with India, and stated that
any attempt to divert water meant for Pakistan
under the Indus Waters Treaty would be
considered an "act of war.”

* India and Pakistan had agreed to a renewed

ceasefire along the borders in Jammu and
Kashmir in February 2021.The situation has
changed significantly since February 2021,
when the DGMOs of India and Pakistan
reiterated their commitment to the 2003
ceasefire agreement to ensure peace along the
de facto border.

Pakistan, divided into three parts: the
International Border (IB), approximately 2,400
km from Gujarat to the northern banks of the
Chenab River in Akhnoor, Jammu; the Line of
Control (LoC), 740 km long, running from parts
of Jammu to parts of Leh; and the Actual Ground
Position Line (AGPL), 110 km long, dividing
the Siachen region from NJ 9842 to Indira Col in
the north.

Trinamool MP's Petition To Recall
Defamation Order Denied, To Pay
Rs 50 Lakh

New Delhi. The Delhi High Court on Friday refused to
recall its order directing Trinamool Congress MP Saket
Gokhale to pay damages of Rs 50 lakh to former
diplomat Lakshmi Murdeshwar Puri in a defamation
case. The court also junked the MP's petition to condone
adelay ofover 180 days in seeking the relief.

"We can't help you. We have to reject both the
applications," the judge said.According to Justice
Purushaindra Kumar Kaurav, no explanation was
offered for the delay in approaching the court.

Former United Nations Assistant Secretary-General
Lakshmi Puri and the wife of Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri had
sued Mr Gokhale over his social media posts alleging
that she had purchased certain property in Switzerland
disproportionate to her income. He had also mentioned
Mr Puri and tagged Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, calling for an investigation by the
Enforcement Directorate.

Ms Puri had approached the court in 2021, alleging that
Mr Gokhale "tarnished her goodwill and reputation” by
making reckless and false allegations about her
financial affairs. She argued that Mr Gokhale's claims
about her income were baseless, as she was on
deputation from the Government of India to the UN
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).
Senior advocate Maninder Singh, representing Ms Puri,
emphasised that the former diplomat did not hold any
public office at the time, and hence, her private
transactions should not have been subjected to public
scrutiny without her consent.

Top court stays relocation
of deer from Hauz Khas
park, calls for their proper
upkeep

NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court has restrained the
Delhi Development Authority (DDA) and other
authorities from shifting the deer in the Deer Park in
Hauz Khas to forests in different states.In its interim
direction on April 30, a two-judge bench of Justices
Abhay S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan issued notice to the
DDA’s horticulture director and other respondents
seeking their response after hearing a plea opposing
the relocation.”The issue involved in these Special
Leave Petitions (filed by petitioner, NGO New Delhi

Nature Society (NDNS)), as regards shifting of deer in
Park at Hauz Khas, New Delhi. Issue notice,
returnsable on May 16,2025, the top court said.

The plea by NDNS claimed that around 600 deer in
Hauz Khas were likely to be relocated without proper
habitat assessments, vet checks, or safeguards for
vulnerable groups like pregnant deer and fawns.The
petitioner contended that three batches of deer had
already been relocated hastily from Deer Park to
sanctuaries in Rajasthan in contravention of wildlife
protection laws.Invoking the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960, NDNS claimed that using captive
deer as prey amounts to cruelty, especially since
Section 11 prohibits confining any animal in a manner
that makes it an object of prey.

“For now, we restrain the respondents from shifting the
existing deer out of Deer Park... We also make it clear
that the deer shall be properly looked after by the
respondents,” the bench said in its order.

The petition alleged that DDA has treated CZA’s
withdrawal of recognition as a green signal to

Muslim castes to be recorded in
upcoming census, but not quota: Sources

The census work is expected to begin within the next two to three months. The deputation process for appointing officials
will commence soon. Once all preparalury sleps are cnmpleled the aclual census will be conducted within 15 days.

NEW DELHI. The upcoming
caste census will include the
caste of Muslims as well,
sources said on Friday.
Alongside the religion
column, a caste column will *
be present for everyone.
Multiple castes within the
Muslim community will be
documented through this
process.However, sources
clarified that the demand for
Muslim reservations will not
be accepted, as reservation based on
religion is not permitted. The census
work is expected to begin within the
next two to three months. The
deputation process for appointing
officials will commence soon. Once
all preparatory steps are completed,
the actual census will be conducted
within 15 days.

This census will also be carried out
through digital means, incorporating
Aadhaar, biometric data, and artificial
intelligence. Though the data analysis

reconsidered.

- ;‘é There has been no action yet on the

may take one to two years, the
complete report will be published
afterward.The government aims to
conduct the 2029 Lok Sabha elections
with women’s reservation in place.
Once the census is completed next
year, the process of delimitation will
begin, for which a commission will be
formed and will tour states to draft its
report. With a rise in the OBC
population, the current 27%
reservation cap in government jobs
and educational institutions may be

Justice Rohini Commission
report regarding sub-
categorization within
reservation. However, post-
census, this issue may be
revisited. Some consider this
formula potentially harmful to
the existing safeguards for OBC,

S E; and ST

communities.Discussions  with

all political parties on the
modalities of the caste census may
take place. The INDIA bloc could face
internal tensions over the census and
delimitation, potentially sparking a
North vs South debate.

Meanwhile, demands for reservations in
the private sector have been termed
baseless. Though such demands were
raised during the Manmohan Singh
government, they were opposed by the
private sector. Article 15(5), which
applies to private educational
institutions, is already in effect.

Traders urge Centre to rename Shahjahanabad as
Indraprastha amid Delhi name-change push

NEW DELHI. In the wake of
multiple name change proposals
in Delhi following the BIP’s
return to power in the 2025
elections, another suggestion has
emerged from the Chandni
Chowk Traders Welfare
Association. Sanjay Bhargava,
the association’s president, has
written to Union Minister for °
Housing and Urban Affairs, ML
Khattar, urging the renaming of
Shahjahanabad to Indraprastha.

This proposal is part of a broader
trend in the city, with areas like
Najafgarh, Mohammadpur. and
Mustafabad being considered for name
changes. Bhargava shared his meeting
with Khattar on social media, stating,
“l have requested renaming

Shahjahanabad as Indraprastha and
suggested revitalising the Walled City
to restore its glory and decongest the

area.” Shahjahanabad, established in
1638 by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan,

is now popularly known as Old
Delhi.Bhargava’s suggestion draws
from Hindu mythology, where
Indraprastha was the capital of the
Pandavas in the Mahabharata.
While the historical connection
between ancient Indraprastha and
modern Delhi remains debated,
Bhargava believes the name change
k would honour the re;:mn ’s heritage.
' “It’s clear that the region has a rich

and storied history,” he said.

However, historian Swapna Liddle,

author of Shahjahanabad: Mapping

a Mughal City, raised concerns

about the proposal’s relevance.Old
Delhi is not officially called
Shahjahanabad and the Shahjahanabad
Redevelopment Project is the only
body using that name,” she pointed out.

Kerala man loses custody of
children as top court flags
lack of home-cooked meals

New Delhi. The Supreme Court on Aprll 29
overturned a Kerala High Court order that had
granted interim custody of two minor children
to their father.

A bench of Justices Vikram Nath, Sanjay Karol,
and Sandeep Mehta ruled that the father had not
met essential responsibilities, including
providing proper care and nutritious, home-
cooked meals for the children.The bench
emphasised that frequent consumption of
restaurant food could be detrimental, especially
fora young child. It noted that an eight-year-old
requires balanced, home-prepared meals-
something the father had failed to ensure.

"It's well-established that regular intake of food
from restaurants or hotels can affect health,
even in adults. The nutritional needs of a
growing eight-year-old demand home-cooked
food, which the father is currently unable to
provide." the court observed.

The court also flagged concerns about the father's
limited availability, stating that his work
commitments left him with insufficient time to
engage fully with the children during the
custody period.

"We could even have considered giving an
opportunity to the respondent-father to make
suitable arrangements for providing home-
cooked food to the child, but the fact that the
child gets no company whatsoever except for
that of the father during the interim custody
period of 15 days is an additional factor which
weighs heavily against his claim for the child's
custody at this stage," the bench observed.

The couple, who married in 2014, separated in
2017 following marital issues. They have two
children from the marriage.In June 2024, the
mother approached a family court in
Thiruvananthapuram under the Guardians and
Wards Act, 1890, seeking permanent custody.
The court granted her interim custody, allowing
the father to meet the children only once a
month and through weekly video calls. The
main custody matter remains under
consideration.

Unhappy with these limitations, the father
appealed to the Kerala High Court. In
December 2024, the High Court modified the
arrangement, allowing the father 15 days of
custody each month, subject to conditions such
as renting a residence in Thiruvananthapuram,
hiring a nanny, and creating a supportive
environment.

The mother contested this decision before the
Supreme Court.Upon review, the top court
found the father had not fulfilled key conditions
set by the High Court-most notably, he neither
hired a nanny nor ensured fresh, home-cooked
food for the children.

During a private interaction with the eight-year-
old daughter, the court observed she was bright
and well-spoken. She expressed unease with the
fortnightly custody change and said that during
her stay with her father, all meals were ordered
from outside. She also mentioned feeling
isolated due to the lack of any companionship
apart from her father.

"She appeared disturbed by the constant shift
between households under the 15-day custody
cycle," the court said. The court further voiced
concern for the three-year-old son, who had
barely lived with the father and could
experience psychological distress if separated
from his mother."The High Court's interim
arrangement for the younger child lacks
Justification and is clearly unsupported by the
record," it stated. The top court reiterated that
child custody decisions must always
prioritise the child's best interests and not
hinge on the affection or emotional
arguments presented by either parent.

Government fact-checks claims of Air Force
officer's sacking over Pak war stance

L
~.The government fact-
checked claims by
several pro-Pakistan
social media accounts

that said that Vice Chief

of Air Staff Air Marshal

Sujeet Pushpakar

Dharkar was sacked for

refusing to fight a war
against Pakistan.

New Delhi.The government on Thursday
debunked claims by several pro-Pakistan
social media accounts that falsely claimed

to fight a war against Pakistan.In a post
the Press Information Bureau

on X,
(PIB)'s Fact-Check unit said Air
Marshal Dharkar retired as Vice
Chief of the Air Staff on April 30.
He superannuated from the Air
Force on the completion of 40
years of service.

Air Marshal Narmdeshwar Tiwari,
currently serving as the Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of the
South Western Air Command, is
set to take charge as the new Vice
Chiefofthe Air Staffon Friday.

On the day of his superannuation, Air
Marshal Dharkar was given a
guard of honour at the Air
Headquarters, Vayu Bhawan. He
also paid tribute to the fallen
heroes at the National War
Memorial in Delhi.In October last
year, Air Marshal

Singh, who is currently the Air Force
Chief.The government's response to

attack occurred in Baisaran Valley - a
meadow that is accessible only by foot or
horseback - when terrorists opened

NG/

Dharkar,

claims surrounding Air Marshal
an  Dharkar's "sacking" came amid escalating

dismantle the park altogether without fulfilling legal
requirements under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

that Air Marshal Sujeet Pushpakar
Dharkar, who retired as Vice Chief of Air
Staff last month, was sacked for refusing

accomplished fighter pilot,
charge as Vice Chief of the Air Staff. He
had succeeded Air Chief Marshal AP

assumed

tensions between India and Pakistan in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack on
April 22, which claimed 26 lives. The

fire on tourists.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
vowed to "pursue" the perpetrators
and their backers "to the ends of the
carth".

India downgraded its ties with
Pakistan following the Pahalgam
attack and took several diplomatic
measures, including the pausing of
the Indus Waters Treaty, expelling all
Pakistani military attaches, closing
its airspace to Pakistani airlines and
the shutting down of the Attari-
Wagah border. In response, Pakistan
undertook tit-for-tat measures and
suspended the Simla Agreement.

India on Thursday relaxed its deadline
allowing Pakistani nationals to

return to Pakistan via the Attari-Wagah

border. But, Pakistan has not yet
reciprocated with the same measure by
allowing Indian nationals into the country.
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White House turns '100 men
vs gorilla' challenge into
Trump immigration boast

WORLD. A very unfamiliar question has taken over
the internet: Can 100 average men defeat one adult
male gorilla in a fight? It all started on April 24, when
X user Michael Sherrills posted the question online.
A random thought quickly went viral. Social media
users started sharing memes, polls, and funny
responses relating to the same.Famous YouTuber
MrBeastjoined the trend with a fake video thumbnail
titled "100 Men vs. a Gorilla." He jokingly posted,
"Need 100 men to test this, any volunteers?" Even
Elon Musk got involved, replying, "Sure, what’s the
worst that could happen?"And then the White House
put its spin on it. On Thursday, the official White
House account posted on X a meme with immigrants
getting on a plane and Donald Trump featured in the
photo. The caption read, "100 men vs 1 gorilla is still
up for debate. Meanwhile, 142,000+ illegal alien
criminals went up against 1 President Trump — They
all got deported."The post endorsed Trump's
hardline immigration record and connected it with
the viral gorilla hypothesis. According to an ICE
report, in Trump's initial 100 days of second
presidential term, 66,463 people have been detained
without proper documentation and 65,682 people
have been deported.

THE MAN BEHIND THE VIRAL QUESTION
SPEAKSMichael Sherrills, the 25-year-old who
posted the original question, had no idea the question
would blow up on social media. Speaking to NBC
News, he said, "People love things that probably
won’t ever happen, because they can talk about it. It’s
like tasting a dream."Sherrills stated that he got the
idea after seeing a TikTok video about gorillas.
Despite the feedback making him reconsider the idea,
he still thinks that he can be a part of the 100-man
team—under one condition.

Europe Preparing New
Sanctions On Russia: French
Minister

Paris.French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said
Thursday that the European Union is preparing to hit
Russia with a 17th round of sanctions, describing
President Vladimir Putin as the "sole obstacle" to
peace in Ukraine.The 27-nation bloc has imposed
unprecedented penalties on Russia in response to its
invasion, and said this year it would not lift sanctions
before Putin's "unconditional" withdrawal of forces
from Ukraine."We Europeans will accompany this
American (sanctions) initiative with a 17th package
of sanctions and I committed yesterday to (US
Senator) Lindsey Graham that we would try to
coordinate both the substance and the timing of these
two packages of sanctions," Barrot told AFP in an
interview.Graham has rallied dozens of lawmakers
from both parties to support a plan to impose
additional sanctions on Moscow as well as tariffs on
countries that buy Russian energy, the Wall Street
Journal has reported.

Barrot took aim at Russia's president during the
interview, saying: "It is now crystal clear that the only
obstacle to peace today in Ukraine is Vladimir Putin."

Moscow's forces launched an all-out invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022 in a bid to seize control that
Kyiv thwarted with the help of international
assistance provided primarily by the United States
and countries in Europe.Ukraine "accepted an
unconditional ceasefire and yesterday it agreed to
conclude an agreement on critical minerals with the
United States," Barrot said.That, "according to
statements by Ukrainian officials, corresponds I
would say to Ukraine's expectations of engaging in
economic cooperation with the United States, but also
with other countries," he said.

‘Hope Pakistan Will
Cooperate To Make Sure...:
JD Vance On Pahalgam
Terror Attack Probe

WORLD. The United States Vice President JD Vance,
on Thursday, in an interview, said that the US hopes
that Pakistan will cooperate with India to make sure
that terrorists are "hunted down".

This comes after the Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam
terror attack in which 26 people were killed and
several others were injured.

During an interview with Fox News, Vance made his
first public remark on the Pahalgam attack and said,
"Our hope here is that India responds to this terrorist
attack in a way that doesn't lead to a broader regional
conflict."Talking about Pakistan's cooperation with
India, US VP in the Fox News' "Special Report with
Bret Baier" show added, "And we hope, frankly, that
Pakistan, to the extent that they're responsible,
cooperates with India to make sure that the terrorists
sometimes operating in their territory are hunted
down and dealt with."When the gruesome attack went
down in Pahalgam on April 22, Vance was in India
with his family on a visit. In a post on the social media
platform X, he had condemned the attack and
expressed solidarity with the victims and their
families.US' Stand On Pahalgam Terror Attack On
Wednesday, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
spoke with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
and Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, amid
the rising tensions between the two nations. He asked
Pakistani officials to cooperate in the investigation
and work to de-escalate tensions.

US State Department spokesperson Tammy Bruce also
said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has got full
support from the Donald Trump administration. She
added that they are in constant communication with
the governments of India and Pakistan.India
downgraded its ties with Pakistan following the
Pahalgam attack and announced various diplomatic
measures, including the suspension of the Indus
Waters Treaty, closing its airspace to Pakistani
airlines, and shutting down the Attari-Wagah border.
Pakistan also suspended the Simla Agreement.
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China Says 'Evaluating’ US Tarift Talks
Talks, But Wants Trump's "Sincerity"

Beijing.China said Friday it is evaluating a
US offer for negotiations on tariffs but
wanted Washington to show "sincerity"
and be ready to scrap levies that have roiled
global markets and supply chains.

Punishing US tariffs that have reached 145
percent on many Chinese products came
into force in April while Beijing has
responded with fresh 125 percent duties on
imports from the United States.High-end
tech goods such as smartphones,
semiconductors and computers have
received a temporary reprieve from US
tariffs.US President Donald Trump has
repeatedly claimed that China has reached
out for talks on the tariffs, and this week
said he believed there was a "very good
chance we're going to make a
deal".Beijing's commerce ministry on
Friday confirmed the US had reached out
and that it was "currently evaluating" the
offer.But, it said, any talks would first
require sincerity from the US side."If the
US wants to talk, it should show its

Bangladesh Court Issues Show-Cause
Notice To Sheikh Hasina In Contempt Case

sincerity to do so, be prepared to correct its
wrong practices and cancel unilateral
tariffs," the ministry said."In any possible
dialogue or talks, if the US side does not

correct its wrong unilateral tariff measures,
it just means the US side is completely
insincere and will further damage the
mutual trust between the to sides," it added.

"Saying one thing and doing another, or
even attempting coercion and
blackmail under the guise of talks will
not work," the commerce ministry
said.Dozens of countries face a 90-day
deadline expiring in July to strike an
agreement with Washington and avoid
higher, country-specific rates.But
Beijing had vowed to fight a trade war
to the bitter end if needed, with a video
posted on social media this week by its
foreign ministry vowing to "never
kneel down!"But it has acknowledged
global economic vicissitudes have
strained its economy, long dependent
on exports, with officials admitting that
foreign-facing firms are facing
difficulties.Data this week showed
factory activity shrank in April, with
Beijing blaming a "sharp shift" in the
global economy.Chinese exports

soared more than 12 percent in March as
businesses rushed to get ahead of the
swingeing tariffs.

Apple Expects $900 Million
Tariff Hit As It Shifts US

Dhaka.Bangladesh's International
Crimes Tribunal has issued a show-
cause notice to deposed prime minister
Sheikh Hasina and her aide in a
contempt of court case.

The tribunal headed by Justice
Golam Mortuza Mozumder passed
the order on Wednesday based on
the content of an audio through
which Hasina interfered in the
judicial process and issued threats
to the tribunal, state-run BSS news
agency reported.

The ICT instructed Hasina and
Shakil Alam Bulbul, a leader of the
banned Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), to respond to the show cause
notice by May 15, ICT Prosecutor Gazi
M H Tamim said on Thursday.The ICT
issued the notices after receiving a
forensic report on a recently circulated

'Economic Terrorism' :
Slams Fresh US Sanctions

Tehran.Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei has
strongly condemned fresh US
sanctions on individuals and entities in
Iran and other countries on the pretext
of cooperating with Tehran in different
areas, calling them a clear sign of US
attempts at "economic terrorism".

The sanctions imposed over the past
few days were a clear sign of US
policymakers' insistence on law-
breaking and violation of other
countries' rights and interests, as
well as their bids to disrupt friendly
and legal relations among
developing states through
economic terrorism, Baghaei said
on Thursday in a statement.They
are "another conspicuous proof of
the US decision makers'
contradictory approach and lack of
goodwill and seriousness in
advancing the path of diplomacy,"
he added.Baghaei was reacting to
sanctions imposed by the US Treasury
Department and State Department on
Tuesday and Wednesday respectively,
on six Iran-based individuals and 13
entities in Iran and other countries for
their alleged involvement in trading

audio clip on social media that features
the former prime minister saying, "I
have received a license to kill 227

people".The leaked audio went viral on
social media sometime at the end of last
yearIn the leaked audio, a voice is
heard saying, "227 cases have been
filed against me, so I've obtained a
license to kill 227 people." "The

Iranian petroleum and petrochemicals
and procurement of ballistic missile
propellant ingredients on behalf of the
Iran's Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps, Xinhua news agency reported.
The US said on Wednesday it was
imposing sanctions on five companies
based outside Iran involved in selling

Iranian 0il.US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said: "So long as Iran attempts to
generate oil and petrochemical
revenues to fund its destabilising
activities, and support its terrorist
activities and proxies, the United States
will take steps to hold both Iran and all

investigation agency conducted

iPhone Supply To India

forensic tests and confirmed the voice
belongs to Sheikh Hasina," said Tamim.
Hasina fled to India on August 5 last
year after a massive student-led
agitation that toppled her over 15-
year-old regime. Three days later,
Muhammad Yunus took over as
Chief Adviser of the interim
government.Separately, the
International Crimes Tribunal
Thursday issued arrest warrants
for eight individuals accused of
committing crimes against
humanity during the July mass
uprising in Narayanganj last year.ICT
Chief Prosecutor Muhammad Tajul
Islam said that the accused were
involved in brutal attacks on civilians
amid widespread protests in
Narayangan;.

chain.

WORLD.
profit above expectations but warned that US tariffs
could cost the company and was disrupting its supply

Apple on Thursday reported first-quarter

Apple expects US tariffs to cost $900 million in the
current quarter, even though their impact was "limited"
at the start of this year, chief executive Tim Cook said
on an earnings call.Mr Cook said he expected "a
majority of iPhones sold in the US will have India as
their country of origin," adding that Apple's products
were exempt from Trump's most severe reciprocal
tariffs for now."We are not able to precisely estimate the
impact of tariffs, as we are uncertain of potential future
actions prior to the end of the quarter," Mr Cook said.
"Assuming the current global tariff rates, policies and
applications do not change for the balance of the quarter
and no new tariffs are added, we estimate the impact to
add $900 million to our costs."Tit-for-tat exchanges
have seen hefty US levies imposed on China, with

Beijing setting retaliatory barriers on US imports.

lran

its partners engaged in sanctions
evasion accountable."The move came
ahead of a fourth round of Iran-US
talks on Saturday in Rome, where
Tehran is seeking relief from sanctions
in return for curbs on its nuclear
programme.Since returning to office in
January, US President Donald Trump
has reinstated a campaign of
"maximum pressure" on Iran,
mirroring his approach during
his first term, while also calling
for dialogue.In March, he senta
letter to Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
has the final say in major state
policies, urging talks and
warning of possible military
action if Iran refused.During
his first term, Trump withdrew
the US from the 2015 nuclear
deal between Iran and world
powers and reimposed biting
sanctions, prompting the Islamic
Republic to roll back its
commitments.It came as the fourth
round of the Omani-mediated indirect
talks between Iran and the US, which
was originally scheduled for Saturday
in Rome, has been postponed.

inventory ahead of anticipated tariff policies,"
Canalys research manager Le Xuan Chiew. "With
ongoing fluctuations in reciprocal tariff policies, Apple
is likely to further shift US-bound production to India to
reduce exposure to future risks."While iPhones
produced in mainland China still account for the
majority of US shipments, production in India ramped
up toward the end of the quarter, according to Canalys.
Mr Cook said Vietnam would be the country of origin for
almost all iPad, Mac, Apple Watch and AirPod products
sold in the US. China will continue to be where most
Apple products are made for sale outside the US, he
insisted.Apple's revenue of $95.4 billion in the recently
ended quarter was driven by iPhone sales, with the
company taking in $17 billion in the China market,
according to the earnings report. Profit for the quarter
was $24.8 billion.Apple shares slipped more than 3
percent in after-market trading." The real story is in Tim
Cook's plans to navigate these unprecedented trade
challenges,"
Bourne.Apple's plan to shift manufacturing to India
"raises pressing questions about execution timeline,

High-end tech goods such as smartphones,
semiconductors and computers received a temporary

reprieve from US tariffs."Apple proactively built up

said

said Emarketer analyst Jacob

Mike Waltz Named UN Envoy, Rubio
Becomes Interim National Security Adviser

Donald Trump, in a social media
post, said he would nominate
Waltz to he the next U.S.
ambassador to the United
Nations, adding that "he has
worked hard to put our nation's
interests first."

remove Waltz from his national security
post. The retired Army Green Beret and
former Republican lawmaker from Florida
had faced criticism inside the White
House, particularly after he was caught up

Alex Wong, an Asia expert who was a State
Department official focused on North
Korea during Trump's first term, is also
being forced from his post, two people
familiar with the matter told Reuters.

in a March scandal involving a Signal chat The Waltz ouster caps a month of personnel

among top Trump national security
aides.Rubio will be the first person since
Henry Kissinger in the 1970s to hold the
positions of secretary of state and national
security adviser simultaneously.Cancel
"When I have a problem, I call up Marco. He

— gets it solved,” Trump said at a White

Washington.U.S. President Donald Trump
ousted his national security adviser Mike
Waltz on Thursday and named Secretary of
State Marco Rubio as his interim
replacement in the first major shakeup of
Trump's inner circle since he took office in
January. Trump, in a social media post, said
he would nominate Waltz to be the next
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations,
adding that "he has worked hard to put our
nation's interests first."Earlier in the day,
multiple sources said Trump had decided to

House event earlier on Thursday.

A person familiar with the matter said Trump
wanted to get to the 100-day mark in his
term before firing a cabinet-level official.
News of the shake-up on Thursday was so
abrupt that State Department spokesperson
Tammy Bruce learned about it from
reporters at a briefing. The national security
adviser is a powerful role that does not
require Senate confirmation. Trump had
four national security advisers in his first
term: Michael Flynn, H.R. McMaster, John
Bolton and Robert O'Brien. Waltz's deputy,

turmoil within Trump's national security
establishment. Since April 1, at least 20
NSC staffers have been fired, the director
of the National Security Agency has been
dismissed and three high-ranking Pentagon
political appointees have been shown the
door.The purges have seriously hurt morale
in some areas of the national security
establishment, according to several
officials within or close to the
administration. Some elements of the
government are low on relevant national
security expertise and in some cases it has
proven difficult to attract high-level talent,
the officials added.The NSC is the main
body used by presidents to coordinate
security strategy, and its staff often make
key decisions regarding America's
approach to the world's most volatile
conflicts.Waltz was blamed for

accidentally adding the editor of The
Atlantic magazine to a private thread
describing details of an imminent U.S.
bombing campaign in Yemen. The Atlantic
subsequently reported on the internal
discussions about the strikes.At a
subsequent Cabinet meeting with Waltz in
the room, Trump expressed his preference
for holding such conversations in a secure
setting, a clear sign of his displeasure. But
he and others in the White House publicly
expressed confidence in Waltz at the time.

Trump so fa has expressed confidence in his
defense secretary, Pete Hegseth, despite the
turmoil at the top levels at the Pentagon and
his involvement in the Signal controversy.

Waltz also attended Trump's televised
cabinet meeting on Wednesday. In a
Reuters photograph from the meeting,
Waltz appeared to be using the Signal app
on his phone. The photograph appears to
show a list of chats he has had on the
messaging app with other cabinet
members, including Vice President JD
Vance and Intelligence Chief Tulsi
Gabbard.




SPORTS

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Saturday, 03 May 2025

NEWS BOX

RR exchange jerseys with
Paralympian Avani Lekhara in
heartfelt interaction

New Delhi. Paralympic medalist Avani
Lekhara, who has won two gold and one
bronze medal at the Paralympics, joined
Rajasthan Royals (RR) on Thursday, May 1,
as part of their Pink Promise campaign
focused on women’s empowerment in rural
India.

The event featured a symbolic jersey exchange
between Lekhara and the Royals, celebrating
her achievements and supporting the
campaign’s message. Kumar Sangakkara,
Director of Cricket for Rajasthan Royals,
expressed his gratitude, saying, “Thank you
very much for coming and supporting as
well.”Lekhara’s presence added significance
to the initiative, highlighting the power of
sport in driving social change.

More about Pink Promise campaign

On Thursday, the Rajasthan Royals donned a
special all-pink kit during their match against
Hardik Pandya’s Mumbai Indians at the
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur. As part of
a social initiative, INR 100 from every match
ticket sold was contributed towards women-
led rural development in Rajasthan.

Additionally, all proceeds from the sale of the
all-pink Royals jerseys will support the Royal
Rajasthan Foundation (RRF), the franchise’s

social equity arm. In a further show of impact,
for every six hit by either team during the
match, the Royals and the RRF pledged to
light up six homes in te Sambhar region with
solar power.khara, she successfully defended
her title in the women's 10m Air Rifle
Standing SHI1 event at last year’s
Paralympics, clinching gold for the second
consecutive time at the prestigious
quadrennial event.As far as the Royals are
concerned, they failed to qualify for the IPL
2025 playoffs after MI beat them by 100 runs.
Languishing at eighth in the table, RR will be
playing for pride in their last three matches of
the competition.Stay updated on IPL 2025
with India Today! Get match schedules, team
squads, live score, and the latest IPL points
table for CSK, MI, RCB, KKR, SRH, LSG,
DC, GT, PBKS, and RR. Plus, keep track of
the top contenders for the IPL Orange Cap and
Purple Cap. Don't miss a moment!

GT vs SRH, IPL 2025 Preview:
Predicted XI, team news and
Ahmedabad pitch conditions

New Delhi. Gujarat Titans have been one of
the in-form sides in the IPL 2025 and they
have been a team that has never been flashy
in terms of their players or playing style.
Since their inception in 2022, the team has
been known to play a simple yet effective
T20 game with not a lot of pyrotechnics. It
has served them well this season as they have
won six out of the 9 games they have
played.However, the loss to RR, courtesy of
a Vaibhav Suryavanshi storm, hurt the Titans
a bit as they have now lost two out of their
last four matches. The race for the play-offs
are heating up and Gujarat now need to get
back on track quickly. With the likes of MI,
RCB, PBKS and DC being in the mix, even
16 points could prove to be not enough this
season.As for SRH, they have cleared their
mind with a short vacation after their historic
win against CSK at Chepauk. For
Hyderabad, the equation is simple. Win and

Rohit's resilience, Surya's flair, Mumbai
Indians Iookmg like team to beat in IPL 2025

New Delhi. When the Mumbai Indians won

just 1 of their first 5 matches, many thought it
was over for them in the Indian Premier
League 2025 season. After all, it was not
Rohit Sharma's MI anymore — how could
they have the same aura under Hardik
Pandya? But, in the very close circle of
believers, jokes murmured that it was only
after the 5th match in the tournament that
Mumbeai’s real competition begins. Well, as it
turned out a few weeks later, those jokes
were true. Mumbai went on a rampage,
winning their next six matches, and now sit at
the top of the Indian Premier League 2025
points table. Their top stars — Rohit Sharma,
Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik Pandya, and
Suryakumar Yadav — are all in form and
performing day in and day out.Rohit, the
former MI captain, probably deserves the
most respect. The opener hasn’t been in great
form for MI in the IPL for several years now.
Known more for playing impactful innings
than piling up runs, Rohit has tried to reverse
that approach, as his natural ability to bash
the ball is slightly fading with age. The
opener has become more watchful at the start
and has made sure he sticks around before
starting to take on the bowlers.Things were
the same in MI’s match against Rajasthan
Royals as well. Playing at Jaipur, a venue
they hadn’t won at since 2012, Rohit and
Ryan Rickelton saw off a difficult phase of

the first four overs before latching onto the
bowlers at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium.
From 27/0 in 4 overs, they pushed the run
rate to 10 by the time the first wicket fell.
When Rickelton got out to Maheesh
Theekshana, Mumbai had already scored
116injust 11.5 overs.Rohit’s resilience at the
crease is only matched by Suryakumar
Yadav’s grit. The India T20I captain had
been out of form since last year in the
shortest format of international cricket, but
seems to have found his Midas touch once
again. It’s been 11 games this season already,
and Surya has scored 20+ runs in all of them.

He now leads the Orange Cap race with 475
runs at a ridiculous average of 68. His runs
have come at a strike rate of over 170.

MI’S BOWLING UNIT MATCHING
THEIR BATTING

Mumbai’s batting might has been matched by
their bravery in bowling as well. Yes, the
return of Jasprit Bumrah has helped, but
maybe — just maybe — we need to talk a
little about Trent Boult too.At 35 years old
and no longer playing full-time cricket for
New Zealand, Boult has been remarkable
this season. His 16 wickets from 11 matches

SRH have let themselves down: Daniel Vettori
gutted after poor IPL 2025 campaign

«SRH are placed at ninth in the

points table
«SRH need to win their last 5

matches to qualify for the
playoffs

«SRH beat (SK by 5 wickets in
their previous gameA

The Football Association said it had decided

The UK's highest court issued a ruling two

retain your hopes of the playoffs. Lose and

then find yourselves at the mercy of others.
Atale of two opening pairs
SRH based a lot of their success last season on
the batting prowess of Travis Head and
Abhishek Sharma right at the top. In the 13
times Travishek opened in 2024, they scored
599 at arun-rate of over 13 and an average of
49.91. However, this season, it has been
underwhelming from the two as they have
scored 316, with 171 coming in that
incredible run-chase against PBKS.On the
other side for GT, the duo of Shubman Gill
and Sai Sudharsan have been calmness
personified. The duo have put on 541 runs at
an average of over 60. However, the scoring
rate of the duo has been under 9, the second-
slowest in IPL this season.With two
contrasting approaches and ideologies, GT
vs SRH promises to be an exciting encounter.
GT vs SRH: Head-to-Head
GT and SRH have faced each other five times
in the IPL and the Titans have won four of
them. At the Narendra Modi Stadium,
Guyjarat have beaten Hyderabad in two out of
two. Earlier in the season, GT got a thumping
7-wicket win against SRH in Hyderabad.

New Delhi. Chead coach Daniel Vettori was

clear cut in saying that the Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) have failed to put in
collective efforts, leading to their downfall
in the Indian Premier League (IPL). The
Sunrisers are in a must-win position for their
remaining five matches to give themselves a
chance of qualifying for the playoffs.

Speaking ahead of SRH’s match against

Shubman Gill’s Gujarat Titans (GT) on

Friday, Vettori said that the Sunrisers

haven’t shown the consistency to be

amongst the top teams in the ongoing

competition.“I don’t think we’ve put
together complete performances. We’ve let
ourselves down in one facet, probably in
every match. You look at the good teams that
are winning at the moment, they’ve been
consistent across the board,” Vettori said in
the pre-match press conference.

“Very pleased with Aniket’While Vettori was

critical of SRH’s overall performance, he
had words of praise for the 23-year-old
Aniket Verma. Making his debut in the

ongoing IPL edition, Vettori scored 190
runs from nine games at an average of
27.14 with a top score of 74.“In terms of
individuals, I’ve been very pleased with
Aniket - coming into the side and the IPL
for the first time and being able to play a
style that’s really suited the team. He’s
established himself as one of our key
members,” Vettori added.The Sunrisers
are currently languishing at ninth in the
table with six points and a net run rate of -
1.103 thanks to wins in three out of nine
games.

They will go into the game against GT after

beating Chennai Super Kings (CSK) by five
wickets at the Chepauk. Harshal Patel won
the Player of the Match award after he
finished with figures of 4-0-28-4.Stay
updated on IPL 2025 with India Today! Get
match schedules, team squads, live score,
and the latest IPL points table for CSK, MI,
RCB, KKR, SRH, LSG, DC, GT, PBKS, and
RR. Plus, keep track of the top contenders
for the IPL Orange Cap and Purple Cap.
Don'tmiss amoment!

Transgender women soccer players to be banned
from women's teams in England, Scotland

LONDON. Transgender women will be

banned from playing on women's soccer
teams in England and Scotland following a
UK Supreme Court ruling last month, the
sport's governing body said Thursday.

to change its rules that had allowed
transgender athletes to play on women's
soccer if they had reduced testosterone
levels.The Scottish Football Association
made a similar decision that applies to
competitive women's and girls' soccer.

weeks ago that defined a woman for anti-

beyond, particularly in the United States,
where President Donald Trump has signed
executive orders to prohibit participation of

discrimination purposes as someone born

biologically female.The head of the

Equality and Human Rights Commission
said after the ruling that transgender women
would be excluded from women's toilets,
hospital wards and sports teams.While the
ruling was cheered by some feminist
groups, it has been condemned by trans-
rights groups who said it would have a
broad and detrimental impact on daily life.

The issue has been polarising in the UK and

transgender athletes in sports and to use a
rigid definition of the sexes, rather than
gender, for federal government purposes.

i — . —

the group Sex Matters,

The orders are being challenged in court.

The FA said that its policy before Thursday
had been to make the sport accessible to as
many people as possible, but that it would
make alterations if there were changes in
law, science or the operations of grassroots

football. We understand that this will be
difficult for people who simply want to play

the game they love in the gender by which

they identify, and we are contacting the
registered transgender women currently
playing to explain the changes and how
they can continue to stay involved in the
game, the FA said in a statement.About
20 transgender women have been
playing in English grassroots games this
season.The people I know who are
talking about this verdict are saying:
Well, that's it for football for me," said
Natalie Washington, a member of the
group Football v Transphobia.Most
people don't feel that they can go and

play in the men's game for reasons of safety,

for reasons of comfort."Fiona McAnena, of
welcomed the
English FA decision, saying it was long
overdue. The FA has had ample evidence of
the harms to women and girls caused by its
nonsensical policy of letting men who
identify as women play in women's teams,"
McAnena said.

place him third on the Purple Cap list so far.
His brilliance was on full display against
Rajasthan Royals when he castled Yashasvi
Jaiswal, an opener determined to attack him
inside the powerplay.

Speaking after the match, Boult said that
everyone wanted a piece of him at the top to
assert their dominance — and he found that
competition quite exciting, especially in the
powerplay overs where he could let his skill
with the new ball shine.“Maybe they all want
a piece of me and just really want to prove a
point. I know Jaiswal wanted a piece, that’s
for sure. Got along with him incredibly well
when I had my time at the Royals. Quality
player, loves to hit boundaries. Yeah, we did
a lot of work behind the scenes on what we
were thinking, \and to take a few wickets up
the top there and set up that powerplay and
that chase nicely,” said Boult on Star Sports.

Boult also spoke about Jasprit Bumrah and
how he was slowly returning to his best.
Bumrah has been on hat-trick chances in
each of the last two matches but hasn't picked
one up yet. In the match against LSG, he
picked up three wickets in a single over,
dismantling their line-up. And against the
Royals, Bumrah removed Riyan Parag and
Shimron Hetmyer off consecutive deliveries
to finish off their batting order.

Vaibhav Suryavashi's
quiet and long struggle
just began yesterday

New Delhi. On Thursday night, when Vaibhav

Suryavanshi failed to clear mid-on off a
Deepak Chahar ball, a funereal hush fell on
Jaipur’s Sawai Man Singh Stadium. With his
mouth open, and eyes wide, the 14-year-old
Vaibhav remained glued to the pitch for a
long time, as if the earth had stopped
spinning on its axis. The whoosh of a
ferocious wind carried his silent grief far and
wide.Those few moments of frozen tragedy
showed how much Vaibhav hates to fail, how
he treats his every dismissal an act of self-
betrayal, even when he has scored a century.
This raging fire to succeed bodes well for
him, and Indian cricket.Success isn’t a great
teacher—it is merely a great motivator. The
burning desire to succeed creates heroes. But
legends are forged in the fires of failure. And
Vaibhav’s journey began with that hush.

Failed Genius: A Rule, Not Exception
In life, failed genius is a rule rather than an

exception. Indian cricket is full of fallen
heroes, child prodigies who stumbled at the
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first hurdle and couldn’t get up. Vinod
Kambli, the poster boy of this tragic
phenomenon, Prithvi Shaw, Laxman
Sivaramakrishnan, Sadanand Viswanath,
and that original hit-man few
remember—Atul Bedade. All of them, to
quote Arundhati Roy’s God of Small Things,
lights lent to us briefly.Psychologist Ellen
Winner, who studied child prodigies, claims
that only one in five prodigies sustain elite
careers—not just in sports but in almost every
domain. She cites many factors, including
the burden of expectations, burnout, and the
inability to recover from a setback—that can
often trigger an identity crisis.But, for every
four that fall, there is one person who rises,
reminding us that success requires relentless
effort, unwavering resolve and irrational
passion. Without these, it becomes a painful
reminder of what a person once was, and
could have been.

Europa League: Manchester United, Spurs
dominate semifinal first leg, eye all- Engllsh final

New Delhi. English clubs Manchester United

and Tottenham Hotspur took commanding
leads in the first-leg semifinals of the UEFA
Europa League, enjoying a dream night on
Thursday, as they beat Athletic Club and
Bode/Glimt, respectively. The wins have
positioned both sides favourably for the
second leg and on course for the £100m
winner-takes-all final.Athletic Club hosted
Manchester United at San Mamés, and the
visitors produced a one-sided game, taking it
away 3-0 and silencing a passionate home
crowd in Bilbao. The deadlock was broken in
the 30th minute when Casemiro headed in
the opener, resulting from Harry Maguire’s
corner flick. Only seven minutes afterward,
United doubled their lead as Dani Vivian put
up a clumsy challenge on Alejandro
Garnacho, which earned United a penalty
and Vivian a red card.Bruno Fernandes came
into the picture and calmly converted the
spot-kick. Now that Athletic Club were
reduced to 10 men, United started

capitalising on the advantage they had.
In the stoppage time of the first half,
Manuel Ugarte executed a sharp
backheel in the box, which Fernandes
latched onto and scored his second goal
of the night. The Portuguese midfielder
has been exceptional for United, as he
has largely impacted their influence in
their European campaign.

The home side struggled to create
opportunities for themselves, mainly
after going a man down. United stood
strong in their defense, too, as Maguire
and Lisandro Martinez proved crucial to
earn a clean sheet. With a solid
aggregate of 3-0 and the return leg clash
at Old Trafford, Bruno’s side is in an
authoritative position to reach the final.

North London scenes

At the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in North

London, the home side defeated Bode/Glimt
3-11in what was a high-energy clash. With the
blowing of the kick-off whistle, Brennan

Johnson opened the scoring just 44 seconds
into the match, making it the fastest-ever
goal in a Europa League semifinal. Spurs
continued to stay in charge as they found a
second through James Maddison, who made
a curling strike in the 34th minute to double
the lead.As the second half kicked off, a

handball in the box gave
Tottenham a penalty in
the 61st minute, which
Dominic Solanke
effectively converted to
make it 3-0. Bode/Glimt
never looked in, but
didn’t go down without a
fight. In the 83rd minute,
Ulrik Saltnes scored his
side’s first goal from the
edge of the box to give the
Norwegian side a vital
away scoring.

Although Spurs hold the
advantage, the late goal
from Bode/Glimt keeps

the door slightly ajar as the two teams head

into the return leg in Norway. The two return
leg encounters are scheduled on May 8, and
the two English sides will look to finish the
job, eyeing a potential all-Premier League
Europa League final at the San Mamés.
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Rasha Thadani, Vedang
Raina's Ad Gets A Thumbs Up
From Veer Pahariya

_’1 &

Sreeleel
Surapane

Shares Spotlight With Rumoured BF
Kartik Aaryan’s Mother In Viral Video

' I \he World Audiovisual and Entertainment Summit (WAVES) 2025 opened in

£ —

screen pairings with enthusiasm, and the latest duo

winning hearts is Raveena Tandon’s daughter,
Rasha Thadani, and Vedang Raina. The young stars
recently appeared together in a new advertisement,
and their quirky, light-hearted chemistry has
quickly become a hit on social media, with fans
raving about their infectious vibe.In the viral ad,
Rasha Thadani and Vedang Raina light up the screen
as they groove to a modern twist on the iconic Kisi
Disco Mein Jaaye, originally picturised on Raveena
Tandon and Govinda. Though just under a minute
long, the clip has sent social media into a frenzy,
with fans gushing over their effortless chemistry
and charm.

Both rising stars of the industry, Vedang Raina, who
made his debut two years ago, and Rasha, fresh off
her big screen debut with Azaad, are already
emerging as fan favourites. From their playful
expressions to their coordinated dance moves and
million-dollar smiles, the duo has left quite an
impression. With two ad collaborations under their
belt, audiences are now eagerly hoping to see them
share the big screen in a full-fledged film soon.

Veer Pahariya, who recently made his Bollywood
debut with Skyforce, reacted to the post as he called
Rasha Thadani, “Heroine No. 1."The post struck a
chord with their fans, who showered the two with
love and blessings over the gesture. One of them
wrote, “Combination of talent, cuteness, and beauty,
wish you a long-term success in this industry.
Another fan added, “May they be cast together in a
cute rom-com, that will break romantic records." A
comment read, “Somebody please cast these two in
amovie together."On the work front, Rasha Thadani
made her major Bollywood debut in Azaad, starring
Abhishek Kapoor. Directed by Abhishek Kapoor,
the period drama also stars Ajay Devgn in a
significant role. While Rasha was much praised, the
movie got a lacklustre reception at the box office.On
the other hand, Vedang Raina, who made his acting
debut with The Archies, last appeared with Alia
Bhattin Vasan Bala’s Jigra.

Namrata Shirodkar Drops

Glimpses From ‘The Best Lunch’
Date With BFF In New York
. g et & A

Indian audiences have always embraced fresh on-

Mumbai on May 1 with grandeur, energy, and a dazzling Iincup of global
creative minds. Running through May 4, the four-day summit is poised to
become a cornerstone event in India’s growing entertainment ecosystem.Among
the many celebrities gracing the inauguration day, it was actress Sreeleela who stols
the spotlight — not just for her elegant off-white ethnic ensemble, but for being
seen alongside none other than Kartik Aaryan’s mother, Mala Tiwari. The two were
captured together in a now-viral video shared by paparazzo handle SnehZala.
While Sreeleela looked ethereal in a cream-toned traditional outfit, Mala Tiwari
complemented the mood with a bright pink and orange saree.
The visual has added fresh fuel to the ongoing speculation about Kartik and
Sreeleela’s rumoured relationship — especially after a recent clip from ITFA 2025,
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where Mala Tiwari cheekily hinted at wanting a “very good doctor" as her
daughter-in-law, left fans buzzing with curiosity.

Further fanning the flames, another video from a recent Tiwari family celebration had
gone viral, where Sreeleela was spotted dancing joyfully to “Kissik" while Kartik
filmed her with evident delight. The celebration was reportedly hosted to honour
the achievements of Kartik’s sister, Krithika Tiwari.Meanwhile, WAVES 2025
arrives at a significant moment for India’s M&E sector. Following the Modi
government’s announcement of a $1 billion creator fund and a Rs 400 crore
investment in the upcoming Indian Institute of Creative Technologies (IICT) in
Mumbai, the summit is expected to supercharge India’s digital, film, and gaming
landscape.

With projections pointing toward $17 billion in online video investments and Rs 2.7
trillion in overall M&E revenue by 2025, WAVES 2025 is hosting over 10,000
delegates, 1,000 creators, 300 companies, and 350 startups from more than 90
countries. The guest list is no less stellar. From Amitabh Bachchan and Shah Rukh
Khan to Deepika Padukone, Alia Bhatt, Rajinikanth, and Aamir Khan, the summit
promises high-level conversations and cross-border collaborations aimed at

Raashi Khanna

Makes Heads Turn With Glamorous
Appearance At Raid 2 Screening

ahesh Babu’'s actress wife, Namrata
Shirodkar often embarks on lovely
vacations with her family. From taking

part in breathtaking activities to having fun-filled
chat sessions with her loved ones, the Ezhupunna
Tharakan actress keeps updating her fans with
sneak peeks into her travel diaries. Recently, as
Namrata went to New York alongside her kids,
Sitara Ghattamaneni and Gautam Ghattamaneni,
the doting mommy gave insights from their lovely
food sessions.On Instagram, Namrata Shirodkar
posted a couple of pictures from her lunch date
with her close friend, Lynn Saldanha. The opening
slide of her post featured a lovely selfie of the duo,
with a caption that read, “Lots of love Lynn, still
laughing from ur jokes." The lunch date was also
accompanied by the Dil Vil Pyar Vyar star’s
daughter, Sitara Ghattamaneni, and the trio simply
radiated pure happiness upon their reunion,

The last frame featured Namrata and her BFF posing
on a bench amid lush green surroundings. Atop it,

Apart from her, other celebs who attended the grand

aid 2, the Ajay Devgn and Riteish Deshmukh
¥ starrer thriller, has finally arrived in the

heatres. Helmed by Raj Kumar Gupta, it
features Ajay returning as the IRS officer Amay
Patnaik, who takes on Dada Manohar Bhai, a
powerful politician played by Riteish Deshmukh.
Ahead of its release, the makers held a special
screening of the film in Mumbai for the film
fraternity members. Several renowned Bollywood

celebs marked their presence at the premiere in
stylish attire and among them was Raashii Khanna.

The actress made heads turn with her glamorous look

in a cut sleeve, deep-neck blue dress. She kept her
hair open in soft waves and let it cascade down her
shoulders. Raashi accessorised her look with a
small black handbag and a gold ring.

screening of Raid 2 last night include Ajay Devgn,
Vaani Kapoor, Riteish Deshmukh, Saurabh Shukla,
Bhushan Kumar, Abhishek Pathak, Indra Kumar,
Shivaleecka Oberoi, Aaman Devgan, Taha Shah
Badusshah and Abhishek Banerjee, among others.

Talking about the film, Raid 2 follows the story of IRS

officer Amay Patnaik (played by Ajay), who is

conducting his 75th raid to investigate corrupt
politician Dada Manohar Bhai
(played by Riteish). The film
digs inside Bhoj, a town
dominated by him, where
Amay finds a network of
corruption and black money,
eventually culminating in a
showdown with the strong
figure.

Vaani, on the other hand, is the
new addition to the film’s cast.
She has replaced Illeana
D’Cruz, who played Patnaik’s
wife in the first part. Produced
by Bhushan Kumar, the film
also features Saurabh Shukla,
Rajat Kapoor and Amit Sial in
pivotal roles.Talking about
Raashi, she earlier expressed

her excitement for Raid 2 on social media. Taking to

Instagram, she re-shared the trailer on her stories

and wrote, “Itense and fierce- looking forward."

On the work front, Raashii was last seen in the Tamil

film Aghathiyaa: Angels Vs Devils, which was
released in February this year.

the actress mentioned, “Taking chill pill strolls..
where else can u get to do this with total friends," a
sentiment that is indeed relatable to many. For the
day, Namrata looked gorgeous in a black jacket
teamed with a pair of white loose-fitted pants. On
the other hand, her friend picked a white shirt
layered with a puffer jacket and brown pants.

*Just the best lunch so far can’t stop laughing. Lynn

ur the best," read Namrata’s caption alongside the
post. Soon, many of her fans showcased their love
for the mother-daughter duo and their vacation
diaries.

During her trip to New York, the Vamsi: The Warrior

actress also graced ace chef Vikas Khanna’s
popular restaurant Bungalow. She was
accompanied by Gautam Ghattamaneni, Sitara
Ghattamaneni, Aadi Pranay Chandel and Sidd
Roddam during her culinary expedition to the
eatery, serving authentic Indian delicacies and
many other dishes.On her Instagram stories,
Namrata posted a photo alongside Khanna and
talked highly about her experience over there. She
penned atop it, *Bestest food with the bestest chef
and so much love. Thanks @vikaskhannagroup
for being the best hosts along with the Best
restaurant Innyc.”

On the work front, Namrata last appeared in the 2004

Hindi movie Rok Sako To Rok Lo. After a gap of
almost two decades, she made a comeback to the
film business as a producer for the 2022 movie
titled Major, which was released in both Telugu
and Hindi languages.
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