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Pakistan’s old
playbook in a
new Crisis

THE meadow massacre of innocents on April 22 at
Pahalgam and the Pakistani responses to the
dastardly terrorist attack are eerily reminiscent of
the past. With 50 per cent of India's population
being younger than 25 years, young Indians may
view the crisis as unprecedented. Statecraft,
however, is as old as the ages. The tools states use
tend to endure beyond the here and now. The
options chosen are often pulled off the toolkit on
the shelf. As Mark Twain said, "History doesn't
repeat itself, but it often rhymes."Pakistan's army
chief, General Asim Munir, harking upon the two-
nation theory in his speeches of April 16 and 26,
has antecedents to ideologues since the nineteenth
century. His reference to Jammu & Kashmir as the
jugular vein of Pakistan is a refrain echoed since
Jinnah articulated it in the 1940s.The connection
of the present strongman to the primal roots of the
Pakistani state runs deep, despite the two-nation
theory having long faltered with the birth of
Bangladesh in 1971 and Pakistan's jugular vein
remaining in Indian hands more than seven
decades after Pakistan's birth and Jinnah's death.

As arelatively weaker power keen to alter the status
quo, Pakistan's perpetual quest has been to draw
international attention to India-Pakistan tensions,
especially during the visit of a foreign dignitary to
India. The hope is to move beyond the bilateral
paradigm. It was US Vice-President JD Vance's
first visit to India this time. Did it draw from the
playbook of the Chittisinghpura massacre during
President Clinton's visit to India in March 2000?

Let's take another example: the disdain with which
terrorist attacks are insensitively portrayed in
Pakistan as a 'false flag' action is a staple. The
jailed PTT supremo Imran Khan posted on April 29
on X that the Pulwama terrorist attack, which
resulted in the killing of 40 Indian security
personnel, was a false flag action. Inside or outside
prison, civilian or military leaders, the refrain is
the same as it has always been — denial, deceit and
deception.Just like the Jaish-e-Mohammed first
claimed responsibility for the Pulwama attack and
then recanted, The Resistance Front, too, denied a
few days after claiming responsibility. Such tools
have enduring value in the Pakistani tool kit.

The Pakistani Information Minister's press
conference past midnight on April 30 made media
headlines in India. However, crying wolf past
midnight in crises is not new for the Pakistani
establishment. I recollect that in 1998, the then UN
Secretary General's staff officer had regaled me
with anecdotes of how Pakistani officials had
summoned numerous diplomats, including the UN
representative, past midnight to tell them that they
had credible information about India and Israel
planning to launch an imminent attack on
Pakistani nuclear assets. Attaullah Tarar, too, has
drawn from the same playbook of the past.

It is obvious that, diplomatically, Pakistan is
continuing with its old playbook — asking for a
neutral inquiry, threatening to take the matter to
the UN Security Council (which last discussed the
India-Pakistan question formally in 1965),
seeking mediation from states friendly to both
India and Pakistan and calling on the international
community to restrain the Indian response. For
old-timers like me, there is a pervasive sense of
deja vu.It is possible that a Pakistani recounting of
the past can well draw up a similar listing of Indian
diplomatic responses not being very dissimilar
from the current approach, give or take a few
unique features — for example, holding the Indus
Waters Treaty in abeyance.Since the diplomatic
space for India and Pakistan to engage openly
through diplomatic envoys is more circumscribed
than during similar crises in the past, is there
anything in the playbook of the past that can be
helpful? Perhaps, there may be something.

THE Americans are back to doing what they do best,
trying to walk the middle path on the Pahalgam
massacre, on the one hand underlining that PM Modi
“has our full support,” but at the same time careful of
being overly critical of Pakistan. After all, if you
publicly accuse the perpetrator, goes the argument in
DC, how are you supposed to ask him for help?

At the end of the day, make no mistake, nobody wants
war. Not the Americans, not the Europeans. The
Russians don’t care that much — they have been in a
war for three years and lost many men, but Vladimir
Putin seems determined to get the slice of Ukraine he
covets. As for the Chinese, they don’t want war
because, as Jabin T Jacob has written in these pages,
they would much rather let tensions between India
and Pakistan continue, “short of war,” which would
gradually drain each other.The aftermath of
Pahalgam is certainly unusual. First, innocent

civilians have been killed, unlike in Uri in 2016 and | = -

in Pulwama in 2019, when soldiers lost their lives.
India responded to the Uri attack by conducting
“surgical strikes” across the Line of Control and to
Pulwama by sending missiles deep into Pakistan
territory to strike at terror camps in Balakot.Second,
all previous wars between India and Pakistan,
including the conflict at Kargil, have been fought —
and won — by India, even though India never started
the fire.

This time around, PM Modi has publicly upped the ante.
From promising that his government would go to the
“ends of the earth” to find the terrorists who carried out
the attack to Home Minister Amit Shah saying, in
Hindi, “chun-chun ke jawaab diya jayega,” it seems
clear there will be retribution.Clearly, the PM wants to
change Pakistan’s behaviour forever. Previous

Standing at the crossroads of East and West, past and

Reflections from Dover: Punjab’s cultural and moral decay

Punjab lies suspended in a crisis — neither fully belonging to its past nor confidently striding into the future. This dislocation is not merely political or economic; it is ontological.

Visualising myself standing on the white cliffs of Dover,

gazing across the turbulent waters of the English Channel,
I am struck by a deep and unsettling thought — the
deteriorating social, political and economic condition of
my homeland, Punjab. At this moment, on this wind-
swept edge between land and sea, I cannot help but think
of Matthew Arnold, who stood here nearly 150 years ago
and looked out across the same waters in a desperate
engagement with the collapsing world of classical
culture, a world bizarre, neurotic and overwrought.

Confronted by the turmoil of his own time, Arnold gave

voice to his reflections in ‘Dover Beach’, a poem that
meditates on the decline of faith and human
connection. Arnold, witnessing the erosion of
religious and cultural certainties in Victorian Europe,

lamented the "melancholy, long, withdrawing roar" § &~

ofacivilisation with its patterns of myth, worship and
traditions of high culture retreating into the
shadows.Like him, I find myself drawn to a
philosophical contemplation of the world's condition
— his world then, and mine now — united by a
shared sense of unease and a longing for something
deeper amidst the noise of history, where coherence is
wrecked and confidence sapped.

present, I'm struck by a parallel disquiet at the dark
and ominous landscape of a land once anchored in
faith, reason and moral certitude, now succumbing to
doubt and confusion. Arnold's lament goes beyond
spiritual disillusionment, revealing a profound crisis: the
disintegration of meaning, civilisation and shared values,
plunging us into a 'darkling plain' devoid of direction.

Interestingly, his lyrics resound with a tantalising

propinquity to the landscape of contemporary Punjab,
particularly the emotional and spiritual bankruptcy of a
generation and its plunge into the abyss of violence and
drugs, their moral, sexual and spiritual existence
overwhelmed by the sterility and intellectual uncertainty
of the times. The poem's emotional topography —
marked by loss, fragmentation and longing — mirrors the
psychological terrain of a generation caught between a
fading pastand a future yet unborn.

Arnold's "Sea of Faith" once girdled the world "like the

folds of a bright girdle furled", providing unity and
comfort. In Punjab too, there was once a strong cultural
and intellectual ethos — rooted in resistance, in literature
and language and the pursuit of justice — that lent
direction to student life underpinned by the realisation of
the value of great works of literature and their importance
not so much as a matter of dry academic inquiry as of
urgent need.Just as Arnold hears the retreating roar of the
sea of faith, today's students witness the slow dissolution

THE country’s judiciary and human rights institutions

have rung an urgent alarm on the growing threat of
heatwaves — marking a rare and significant
convergence of concern. In Beat The Heatwave And
Climatic Change vs Union of India, the Supreme
Court, on April 17, recognised that extreme
temperatures are no longer seasonal inconveniences,
but life-threatening events. Calling for immediate
action, it directed states to establish cooling spaces,
issue health advisories and implement relief
mechanisms for the most vulnerable populations. This
intervention is both timely and necessary. Already,
parts of the country are reeling under unrelenting heat,
with daily wage workers, children, the elderly and the
homeless most at risk. The SC call, rooted in Article 21
of the Constitution — the right to life — brings much-
needed legal weight to climate resilience and public
health.The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Thursday reinforced this call to action,

ofthese ideals in a culturally transitional world, disjointed
and beleaguered. They are confronted with an
institutional framework that has been drained of its
vitality by an overpowering bureaucratic apparatus,
which, in tandem with corporatisation, has stifled critical
inquiry and intellectual freedom.This loss is not abstract.
It is lived daily in classrooms where curiosity is
discouraged, on campuses where surveillance replaces
debate, and where futures increasingly depend on
migration rather than meaningful engagement with one's
own culture.The university — once a lighthouse in
Arnold's "darkling plain" — now resembles the plain
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itself, swept with "confused alarms", torrents of anguish
and silences. Atits core, the educational crisis represents a
profound imaginative failure — an inability to envision
and create spaces where young people can engage with
nuance, critical thinking and aspirational values, and not
rest tremulously on the brink of'a dark neurosis.

Punjab, therefore, lies suspended in a crisis — neither fully

belonging to its past nor confidently striding into the
future. This dislocation is not merely political or
economic; it is ontological. The cultural imagination of
Punjab seems to have been colonised not only by
neoliberal aspirations but also by a hollow modernity,
where identity increasingly performs through the
aggressive beats of hyper-masculine music, consumer
excess and social media spectacle.The once-vibrant
language of resistance has given way to a lexicon of
alienation. Punjab's youth confront not only economic
instability but also a profound existential disorientation,
for which they tragically seek solace in the substance
abuse that is ravaging the state.The consequences of this
decadence are visible everywhere. Unemployment gnaws
at the economic foundations. Young people seek refuge in
distant lands, their migration not simply a pursuit of
opportunity but a quiet, unspoken surrender to despair.
For instance, their music, marked by violence,

Courts show the way

Time for govts to act on heatwave protection

writing to 11 states, urging pre-emptive measures to
prevent avoidable deaths. By framing heatwaves as a
human rights issue, the NHRC has expanded the

How to solve a problem like Pakistan
THE GREAT GAME: Modi understands that his legacy will be affected by how he deals with his western neighbour

governments, both BJP and Congress — led by Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh — have tried
the gamut of responses. From fighting a war in Kargil
to inviting Pervez Musharraf for talks in Agra but
refusing to consummate an agreement with him, to
shutting down ties after the Mumbai attacks to
restoring relations by sending a foreign minister on a

?? Kashmir i
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direct, special flight from Delhi to Rawalpindi —

everything has been tried in the last 30-odd years.
Question is, how to solve a problem like Pakistan?

Like every PM who has wrestled with this question,
Modi understands that his legacy will be affected by
how he deals with his western neighbour. He has
attempted the handshake too, not just by inviting
Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif to Delhi in 2014, but by
visiting him in his lair in 2015. The next few days and

weeks are expected to be some of the toughest.

The America factor is amongst the most important. As
the only power with significant purchase both in India
and in Pakistan, the Trump administration has been in
touch with both sides, hoping to cool passions. But the
fact that no US special envoy has packed his suitcases
and sallied forth for New Delhi and Islamabad — even
though New Delhi publicly abhors the idea
of “third party” — should indicate that DC
has many other fish to fry, including the
pursuit of tariff deals with India as well as
the world.In fact, India and the US are
expected to be among the earliest countries
to sign a bilateral trade agreement that puts
an end to some of the economic anxiety
that was a staple of the pre-Pahalgam
days.Note, then, Donald Trump’s early
comments on Pahalgam. “I am very close
to India and I’m very close to Pakistan, as
you know. And they’ve had that fight for
1,000 years in Kashmir. Kashmir has been
going on for 1,000 years, probably longer
than that...” Trump told press reporters a
week ago.

But as the rhetoric from Delhi has escalated,
echoing the grief of families across the

country, US Vice-President JD Vance’s latest

comments mirror some of Bill Clinton’s nervousness
during the 1999 Kargil conflict which, he felt, could
boil over into a “nuclear flashpoint.”Vance’s remarks
to Fox News Thursday were like a flashback. “Well,
sure, I’'m worried about any time you see a hot spot
breaking out, especially between two nuclear powers,”
he said.Vance added: “Our hope here is that India
responds to this terrorist attack in a way that does not

materialism and performance, is a symptom of a deeper
cultural void, reflecting a desperate cry for power and
relevance. Nothing could be so profoundly disturbing and
aesthetically unappealing.Arnold's poem, while
despondent, does not surrender to nihilism. There is a
quiet plea in its closing lines: "Ah, love, let us be true to
one another!" — an appeal to tenderness, solidarity and
authenticity in a world stripped of external certainties. It
is here that a way forward might be glimpsed, even in
Punjab.In the face of disillusionment and false
intellectual standards, a resilient spirit prevails, with
youth seeking connection, purpose and meaning through
art, activism and solidarity. It may not yet be a
tide, but it is a hint — that even as the old world
ebbs away, something else, quieter but no less
vital, might be stirring.
For the youth of Punjab, caught in precisely such an
in-between space, Dover Beach offers more than
a parallel; it offers a vocabulary of a dirge, but
with the subtext of a deeply envisaged
reconstruction. In Punjab, we are standing on the
shore, listening to the sound of what is receding, a
layered history of syncretism, struggle and
visionary wisdom. If we listen closely, we might
also begin to hear the faint stirrings of struggles to
be born and one day rise in a wave of rapture,
commitment and fervour, ignited by a cultural
renaissance of the spirit of Punjab's history, rich with
poets and warriors, whose lives and works have shaped its
cultural, spiritual and martial legacy.Bulleh Shah's
transcendent verses and rebellion against religious
orthodoxy, Waris Shah's timeless love story that also
critiques the social order of his time; the lyrical defiance
of Amrita Pritam and the indomitable courage of Guru
Gobind Singh, Banda Bahadur and Bhagat Singh are
striking embodiments of a cultural imagination deeply
engrained in spiritual enquiry, moral simplicity and
shared identity.

Thus, all is not lost. The positive metaphysical view of

modern man is visible in the distant echoes of poetry, the
histories of struggle, the memory of communal solidarity
offering a counter-narrative to the decline. To remember
our literary past is to resist the erasure of a deeper identity.

The question is whether we can re-engage our historical

consciousness in a critical retrieval of tradition — an
engagement with the past that is neither gushy nor
intransigent. It is dialogical in our reading of the seminal
classics not as distant vestiges, but as living resources in a
new struggle for creative expression, that speaks to a lived
experience in a world of love and harmony. Punjab longs
for its youth to live deeply in their imaginations, yearning
for liberation into a new consciousness.

climate conversation beyond weather forecasts
and infrastructure into the realm of dignity and
justice. It rightly asserts that ignoring the
suffering of the poor during such disasters
amounts to systemic neglect. Adding to this
chorus is the Rajasthan High Court, which took
suo motu cognisance of the crisis. It rebuked the
state government, stating that “citizens cannot be
treated as cattle.” Its sharp words highlight the
callousness with which heat-related deaths are
often brushed aside and reinforce the need for
accountability. These directives together form a
moral and constitutional indictment of
administrative indifference. They also create a
framework for long-term planning — where
climate adaptation must be tied to governance
reform, health equity and basic infrastructure.
Courts have done their part. The question now is: Will
governments finally act?

lead to a broader regional conflict...And we hope,
frankly, that Pakistan, to the extent that they're
responsible, cooperates with India to make sure that the
terrorists sometimes operating in their territory are
hunted down and dealt with...”Glass half-full or half-
empty? Like all big powers who like to play both sides,
Vance is both sympathetic of India, but clearly wants it
to use restraint. Meanwhile, he is also telling Pakistan
to “cooperate with India”, while he distances America
from the international probe that Pakistan wants. But
note that Vance also doesn’t seem fully convinced that
the terrorists always operate from Pakistani territory —
only “sometimes.”

Then there is the Arab world. Saudi Arabia’s reaction to
the Pahalgam crisis has significantly evolved in the last
10 days — remember, PM Modi was visiting Riyadh
when the massacre took place. At the time, a joint
statement between the powerful Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and PM Modi had condemned
“cross-border terrorism” and said there cannot be “any
justification for any act of terror.”

But as Pakistan has sought to internationalise the
situation, while it hikes up its defence preparedness
and shuts its airspace, the Saudis have said both
countries should “avoid further escalation and resolve
disputes through diplomatic means.”

What happens now? No matter what the world tells PM
Modi, he and his government would have made it clear
to the international community, especially the
Americans, that if Pakistan doesn’t quickly bring the
guilty to book, India would have no option but to take
matters in its own hands.

Question is, how long India is prepared to wait and
whether the monsoons will offer their own deadline to
the decision. The next few days and weeks will be key.
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ITR Filing 2025: You Should
Gather THESE Key

Documents Before Filing
Your ITR— Check List

New Delhi.The new financial year 2025-26 has begun
and that means it's time to start preparing for your
Income Tax Return (ITR) filing. Filing your ITR is
mandatory under the Income Tax Act if your income
during the previous financial year — from April 1,
2024, to March 31, 2025 — crossed the exemption
limit. To ensure a smooth and hassle-free process, it’s
important to start collecting and organizing your
documents early.Individual taxpayers who are not
required to get their accounts audited must file their
Income Tax Return (ITR) for the Assessment Year
2025-26 by July 31. While filing the ITR, you need to
report all sources of income — including salary,
profits from assets, capital gains, bonuses, and any
other earnings. If your total income exceeds the
exemption limit, filing your ITR is mandatory.
Failing to do so or hiding income can lead to
penalties and legal action, as tax evasion is treated as
a serious offence.Form 26AS: A consolidated tax
statement available on the Income Tax Department’s
e-filing portal. It shows TDS, TCS, advance tax, and
self-assessment tax paid during the year.

- Updated Bank Passbook: Helps verify interest
income and track transactions. Ensures accuracy
while reporting income in your ITR.

- Other Income Statements: Include details of income
from sources like rent, medical insurance claims, or
freelance work. These are crucial for claiming
deductions under the old tax regime.PAN Card: Your
Permanent Account Number is required to file ITR
and is used to authenticate your identity on the tax
portal.- Home Loan Statement: Needed to claim
deductions on principal and interest repayment
under various sections of the Income Tax Act.

- Updated Bank Details: Ensure your bank account
information is correct on the e-filing portal for refund
processing and verification.- Annual Information
Statement (AIS): Provides a detailed summary of
your financial transactions including interest
income, mutual fund investments, and stock trades.

Bharti Airtel, Tata Group call
off talks for merger of DTH
business

New Delhi. Bharti Airtel and Tata Group have
terminated discussions for a merger of their direct-
to-home (DTH) business, according to a Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE) filing on Saturday. In the
BSE filing, Airtel said this was because the two sides
were not able to find a satisfactory resolution.

“This is in reference to our intimation dated February
26,2025, wherein the company informed that it is in
bilateral discussions with TATA Group to explore a
potential combination of TATA Group’s Direct To
Home (‘DTH’) business housed under Tata Play
Limited with Bharti Telemedia Limited, a subsidiary
of the company,” it said.In this regard, we wish to
inform you that after not being able to find a
satisfactory resolution, the parties have mutually
decided to terminate the discussions,” Airtel added.
On February 26, Sunil Mittal-led telecom services
provider Bharti Airtel had said it was in talks with
Tata Group for a merger of its loss-making direct-to-
home (DTH) business.Airtel was holding
discussions with the salt-to-software conglomerate
for a merger of Bharti Telemedia, which offers cable
and satellite television services, with Tata Play, the
regulatory filing earlier this year said. “We wish to
submit that Bharti Airtel and Tata Group are in
bilateral discussions to explore a potential
transaction to achieve a combination of Tata Group’s
DTH business housed under Tata Play Ltd, with
Bharti Telemedia, a subsidiary of Airtel, in a
structure acceptable to all parties,” it had then stated.

The specific details were not shared at that point. If
completed, this would have been the second merger
in the DTH sector after the Dish TV-Videocon d2h
mergerin2016.

Buy Rating on Adani Ports
share: Brokerage gives
target price after Q4 Results

New Delhi. Brokerage firm Motilal Oswal Securities
Limited has backed shares of Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone Limited to rise. The
financial advisory firm advocated for Adani Ports
as the company has expanded its domestic and
global business with new ports, terminals and has
strengthened its logistics infrastructure. Along
with this, work has also been done to increase the
revenue. The Adani Group company’s capital
expenditure is expected to reach Rs 120 billion in
FY 2026. The firm expects the Adani Ports to
record an 11 percent growth in cargo volume in FY
2025-27 and increase in its revenue.

Givinga ‘BUY’rating on Adani Ports, Motilal Oswal
predicts company’s EBITDA/PAT and CAGR to
grow by 15 to 21 percent in FY25-27. The
brokerage firm has set a share price target of Rs
1,550 in the range of 12 months, which indicates a
possibility of a return of more than 27 percent.The
shares of Adani Ports surged more than 4 percent
on May 2 Friday after the Adani Group firm
reported a 50 per cent jump in profit in the last
quarter of 2024-25. The stock gained 4.11 percent
to close at Rs 1,267.05 on the BSE. At the NSE, it
ended with 4.37 percent gains at Rs 1,269.70. Intra-
day, the stock rallied 6.45 per cent to Rs 1,295.

The surge in share price, resulted in the Adani Ports
stock emerging as the biggest gainer among the
Sensex and Nifty firms. The market valuation of
the firm increased Rs 10,811.51 crore to Rs
2,73,700.41 crore.The Adani Ports board has
recommended a dividend Rs 7/- (@ 350%) per
equity share of Rs 2/- each fully paid-up for the
financial year 2024-25, subject to the approval of
shareholders at the ensuing AGM. The board has
approved the proposal to convene 26th Annual
GeneralMeeting of the company on June 24,
2025.Adani Ports Q4 Results 2024-25Adani Ports
and Special Economic Zone on May 1, 2025
declared its January-March quarter (Q4) Results of
2024-25.

NEW DELHI.

The government has announced the

NEW DELHI.

Explained: Why Warren Buffett warned
that US Dollar could be 'going to hell’

e ——
A poll by major travel agency
JTB showed last month that
20.9 percent of its
respondents will or
"probably"” will go on a trip
during Golden Week, down 5.6

percent from last year.
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In what was both a
historic milestone and a symbolic
passing of the torch, Warren Buffett
delivered a candid, cautionary message
in his final appearance as CEO of
Berkshire Hathaway.Speaking at the
company’s 60th annual shareholder
meeting in Omaha on Saturday, the 94-
year-old investment legend didn’t
mince words, especially when it came to

Dr KV Subramanian Removed As India’s IMF
Director 6 Months Before Term End

New Delhi.

Krishnamurthy
Subramanian has been relieved of his
duties as Executive Director (India)
at the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), according to an official
statement issued by the government
on Friday. The decision was made
through an order dated April 30,
2025.

removal of Dr Krishnamurthy
Subramanian from his role as
Executive Director (India) at the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
"The Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet has approved the
termination of services of Dr
Krishnamurthy Subramanian as
Executive Director (India) at the
International Monetary Fund with
immediate effect," an official order
issued by the Ministry of Personnel

Netflix's India Inves

the future of the US dollar.“Obviously,
we wouldn't want to be owning
anything that we thought was in a
currency that was really going to hell,”
Buffett said, raising eyebrows across
the packed arena. “There could be...
things happen in the United States
that... make us want to own a lot of
other currencies.”Buffett’s comments
came in response to concerns about the
long-term sustainability of US fiscal
policy and the rising risks of
protectionism. While not predicting an
immediate collapse of the greenback,
the Oracle of Omaha signalled that
under certain conditions — like a large
investment in Europe — Berkshire
could consider shifting parts of its
financing into foreign currencies.“I
suppose if we made some very large
investment [in a] European country...
there might be a situation where we
would do a lot of financing in their
currency,” he noted.That remark wasn’t
just about currency hedging. It reflected
deeper concerns Buffett has long
harboured: America’s swelling deficit, a

-

In its annual publication, the global

growing culture of bureaucratic
inefficiency, and the rising use of trade
policy as a political weapon.Without
directly naming Donald Trump, Buffett
made it clear he’s uncomfortable with
the former US president’s aggressive
stance on trade. “Trade should not be a
weapon,” he said, referring to the
sweeping tariffs recently imposed on
Chinese imports. “Trade and tariffs can
be an act of war... I think it’s led to bad
things. Just the attitudes it’s brought
out.”The latest escalation, including US
duties of up to 145% on Chinese goods
— with China responding with 125%
tariffs of its own — has reignited fears
of another global trade war. And though

2025-26, lowering it to 6.2 per
cent.This reflects a more cautious
outlook amid global trade
disruptions posed by the
reciprocal tariffs by the US and
domestic challenges. In its World
Economic Outlook (WEO) report
for April, it slashed the economic
growth rate forecast of almost
every economy.

body said that the growth outlook
for the Indian economy is

the Trump administration later paused
most of the increases for 90 days, the
damage, at least psychologically, may
already be done.“There could be
things happen in the United States,”
Buffett reiterated, hinting again at
potential shifts in how Berkshire
allocates its capital and currency
exposure in the years ahead.What
made Buffett’s remarks particularly
resonant wasn’t just his critique of
trade policies or his concerns about the
dollar — it was his broader
worldview.“It’s a big mistake, in my
view, when you have seven and a half
billion people that don’t like you very
well, and you got 300 million that are
crowing in some way about how well
they’ve done,” he said. “I don’t think it’s
right, and [ don’t think it’s wise.”He
urged Americans, and by extension, US
policymakers, to remember how far the
country has come. “The United States
won. I mean, we have become an
incredibly important country, starting
from nothing 250 years ago. There’s not
been anything like it.”

Sensex, Nifty Extend Gains;
All Eyes On US Fed Policy

And India-Pakistan Tensions

Mumbai: As Indian markets gear up for a data-
heavy week, experts say that the direction of the
stock market will largely depend on the US
Federal Reserve’s policy decision, March quarter
corporate earnings, macroeconomic data, and the
geopolitical tensions between India and Pakistan
following the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack.

In the past week, both the Sensex and Nifty rose for
the third straight time, supported by strong
foreign fund inflows, robust earnings from index
heavyweights, and hopes of progress in the India-
US trade deal. The benchmark Nifty index gained
307.35 points or 1.28 per cent to close at

read.Subramanian took charge as
India’s representative at the IMF in
August 2022. Before that, he served as
the country’s 17th Chief Economic
Advisor from 2018 to 2021.
Meanwhile, on April 22, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
revised India’s growth forecast for

relatively more stable at 6.2 per

cent in 2025 (Fiscal 2025-26).
The growth of the Indian economy is
supported by private consumption,
especially in the rural areas, but this
rate is 0.3 percentage points lower than
in the January 2025 WEO estimate,
impacted by trade tensions and global
uncertainties. (With ANI Inputs)

ments Generated Over USD 2 Billion

In Economic Impact Post-COVID: Co-CEQ Ted Sarandos

New Delhi.Ted Sarandos, Netflix's Co-

CEO, on Saturday said that the
company's investments in India have
generated over USD 2 billion in
economic impact, post-COVID-19
pandemic."Our investments in India
have generated over USD 2 billion in
economic impact, post-COVID.
That's all the jobs created, skills
developed, and infrastructure
supported. We've filmed across 100+
towns and cities in India across 23
states, and collaborated with over
25,000 local cast and crew," the
Netflix CEO said while talking to
actor Saif Ali Khan in an engaging
conversation on the third day of the
inaugural World Audio Visual and
Entertainment Summit (WAVES) at
Jio World Centre in Mumbai
today.When asked about the future of
storytelling, the co-CEO of the
American subscription video
streaming company said, "It's very
difficult to predict where storytelling
is headed. But what remains constant
is the intent to connect with
audiences."The conversation on the
theme "Streaming the New India:

Culture, Connectivity, and Creative
Capital" explored the evolving
landscape of storytelling in the digital
era, the impact of streaming on
creative freedom, and India's growing
presence on the global entertainment
map, as added in a Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting release.

Saif Ali Khan, reflecting on his

collaboration with Netflix in the
popular series Sacred Games,
emphasised the transformative power
of streaming platforms. "Earlier, we
had to conform to rigid formats.
Streaming has liberated actors and
filmmakers from those constraints.
Now, people across the globe can
watch our stories, which they might
have missed in traditional cinema," he
said.Elaborating on the
democratisation of filmmaking in
India, he said, "Audiences can access
diverse stories anytime, and creators
have more freedom to tell them. It's a
continuous cycle of watching and

Streaming and theatres are not
competitors. They can move ahead
coexisting each other as the market
before us is huge," he said.Saif echoed
the sentiment, adding that the most
meaningful projects for him are those
rooted in Indian culture. "If someone
abroad asks me about my films, I talk
about Omkaara or Parineeta -- films
deeply connected to our culture.
There's something incredibly thrilling
about telling our own stories to the
world," he said.Both Sarandos and
Saif praised WAVES as a platform that
amplifies the creative synergy
between global and Indian
storytellers. Sarandos praised the
initiative, saying, "If the ideas
presented here work, they'll succeed
beyond imagination. WAVES is a
fantastic platform for that
momentum."The WAVES summit
continues to bring together visionaries
and industry experts from across the
globe to shape the future of the

24,346.70, while the Sensex jumped 1,289.46
points or 1.62 per cent to end the week at
80,501.99.However, gains were slightly capped
due to concerns over geopolitical developments
after the terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam. Looking ahead, investors will be

watching the US Federal Reserve’s monetary
policy meeting scheduled for May 7.

The Fed is widely expected to keep interest rates
unchanged for the third straight meeting at 4.25 -
4.50 per cent. Fed Chair Jerome Powell had
earlier indicated two rate cuts in 2025, and also
warned that US President Donald Trump’s tariff
measures could push inflation higher and hurt
employment.

Back home, the earnings season continues with key
companies such as Mahindra and Mahindra, Coal
India, Titan, Coforge, and Dr Reddy’s Labs set to
release their Q4 results. On the economic front,
market watchers will track the HSBC Composite
PMI and Services PMI Final data for further cues
on the country’s growth momentum.

Foreign investors have turned bullish on Indian
equities. In the week ending May 2, foreign
institutional investors (FIIs) bought stocks worth
nearly Rs 7,680 crore in the cash market. This
marks a significant reversal in trend, as FIIs had

making."Addressing the coexistence
of cinema and streaming, Sarandos
reaffirmed that theatrical releases still
hold value. "Cinemas are not outdated.

entertainment industry through
dialogue, innovation, and cultural
exchange, the Ministry's statement
added.

sold shares worth over Rs 1.29 lakh crore in the
first three months of 2025.Meanwhile, domestic
institutional investors (DIIs) also supported the
market with Rs 9,269 crore worth of investments.

Who is Greg Abel, Warren Buffett's heir
to Berkshire's $1.18 trillion empire

When Warren Buffett
officially announced at Berkshire
Hathaway's annual shareholder meeting
on Saturday that he would step down as
CEO at the end of the year, he also
confirmed what many in the investment
world had long suspected: that Greg
Abel, a 62-year-old Canadian executive
and longtime Berkshire insider, would
succeed him at the helm of the USD 1.18
trillion conglomerate.While the news
marked the end of an era, it also placed
Abel-a man who has operated mostly in
Buffett's shadow until now-into the full
glare of the global financial spotlight.

"It's working way better with Greg Abel

than with me, because I don't want to
work as hard as he works," Buffett
quipped at the meeting, underscoring
both his admiration for Abel and his
readiness to pass the baton.Abel, who
has served as vice chairman overseeing
Berkshire's sprawling non-insurance
operations, has been a trusted Buffett
lieutenant for over a decade. Since 2011,
he has led Berkshire Hathaway Energy,
a company he joined back in 1992 when
it was still known as MidAmerican
Energy.Under his watch, the company's
utility and energy assets flourished. In

recent years, Abel also assumed greater
responsibility across the conglomerate's
manufacturing, retail, and
transportation businesses-including
well-known names like BNSF Railway,
See's Candies, and Dairy Queen.Born in
Edmonton, Alberta, Abel grew up in a
working-class household where
financial uncertainty was part of daily
life. "It was a real working-class family
where sometimes people had jobs, and
sometimes they didn't,” he once
recalled.As a teenager, he earned pocket
money by collecting discarded bottles
and filling fire extinguishers. He credits
these early experiences-and the values
of hard work and perseverance-with
shaping his approach to life and
business. "If I put in a lot of work and
was well-prepared, then success would
be more likely," he told the Horatio
Alger Association in 2018, when he was
honoured for his achievements.Abel
graduated from the University of
Alberta in 1984, worked at
PricewaterhouseCoopers and energy
firm CalEnergy, and eventually made
his way into Buffett's orbit through
MidAmerican. Since then, he has earned
areputation within Berkshire as a sharp,

no-nonsense operator with exceptional
business instincts.

Executives from across Berkshire's far-

flung subsidiaries-from flooring giant
Shaw Industries to jeweller Borsheims -
regularly turn to Abel for guidance. "The
intuition is really important," Dairy

Queen CEO Troy Bader said. "Warren
has that intuition, but Greg has a lot of it
as well."Though Abel lacks Buffett's
public persona and star power, those
who know him well praise his integrity,
strategic thinking, and quiet leadership.
"Is he another Warren Buffett? No, there
is no other Warren Buffett that I know,"
longtime Berkshire board member Ron
Olson said. "But he has so many of the

fundamentals of Warren."Abel has
gradually assumed more control over
Berkshire's capital allocation duties, a
sign of Buffett's deep trust in him. Last
year, Buffett publicly stated that he
would want Abel to have the final say
over investment decisions for
Berkshire's vast public equities
portfolio-one of Buffett's most
jealously guarded
responsibilities.Despite his new
title, Abel is not expected to relocate
to Berkshire's headquarters in
Omaha. He lives in Des Moines,
Iowa, and is known for coaching his
children's hockey and soccer teams.
The decentralised nature of the
conglomerate means there is no
need for him to sit in Buffett's old
chair-figuratively or literally. What
matters more is preserving the unique
culture Buffett and the late Charlie
Munger built: one based on
independence, integrity, and trust. As
Munger once famously remarked,
"Greg will keep the culture."As Abel
prepares to take over in 2025-pending a
formal board vote that Buffett expects to
be unanimous-the investment world will
watch closely.
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Pakistan shuts ports for Indian ships after

Delhi bans imports from‘lslomobod

Puklstun has

banned the use

NEW DELHI.Pakistan has banned the use of
its ports by Indian flag carriers, hours after .
New Delhi imposed fresh punitive
measures, including a ban on import of

of its ports by

Indian flag
carriers. This
comes after
India imposed
a ban on the

import of
goods and
entry of

Pakistani ships

goods and entry of Pakistani ships into its
ports, against [slamabad.

India on Saturday imposed a ban on the
import of goods coming from or transiting
through Pakistan and also the entry of
Pakistani ships into its ports even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said the country is
committed to take "firm and decisive"
action against terrorists and their
backers.Pakistan late Saturday ordered that
any “Indian flag carriers shall not be allowed to
visit any Pakistani port”, Dawn, a Pakistani
newspaper reported.,

“In view of the recent development of maritime
situation with neighbouring country, Pakistan in
order to safeguard maritime sovereignty,
economic interest and national security enforces
following measures with immediate effect:
Indian flag carriers shall not be allowed to visit

into its ports.

any Pakistani port, Pakistani flag carriers shall
not visit any Indian port (and) any exemption or

dispensation shall be examined and decided on
case to case basis,” the newspaper reported.

The Dawn newspaper had quoted an order issued
late Saturday by Pakistan’s Ministry of
Maritime Affairs’ Ports and Shipping Wing.

Ties between the two neighbouring countries
plummeted following the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack that killed 26 people, mostly
tourists.In fresh punitive measures against
Pakistan that came into effect immediately amid
heightened Indo-Pak tensions in the wake of the
deadly Pahalgam terror attack, India also

suspended the exchange of mails, parccls
from the neighbouring country via air and
surface routes.Besides banning entry of
Pakistani ships into Indian ports, India also
barred Indian ships from visiting Pakistani
ports, according to the Directorate General of
Shipping (DGS). The restrictions were put
into place with immediate effect, officials
said.

According to an Indian government order, the
complete ban on imports of all goods from
Pakistan was imposed on the grounds of
national security and public policy.

Though the 200 per cent import duty imposed
on Pakistani goods in 2019 after the Pulwama
attack had effectively halted direct imports, the
latest decision also prohibits the entry of
Pakistani goods routed through third countries.
The fresh moves came a week-and-half after India
announced a raft of punitive measures against
Pakistan including suspension of the Indus
Waters Treaty, shutting down of the only
operation land border crossing at Attari and
downgrading of diplomatic ties following the
terror attack.

Pakistan violates border
ceasefire for 10th day, Army
responds

New Delhi. Pakistani troops continued ceasefire
violations along the Line of Control for the tenth
consecutive night with its unprovoked firing in
Kupwara, Baramulla, Poonch, Rajauri, Mendhar,
Naushera, Sunderbani, and Akhnoor areas of Jammu
and Kashmir, and the Indian Army responded in a
calibrated and proportionate manner.“During the night
of 03-04 May 2025, Pakistan Army posts resorted to
unprovoked small arms fire across the LoC,” said
Army’s spokesperson.However, there were no
casualties in the border skirmishes initiated by Pakistani
troops in violation of the ceasefire agreement.

Firing between the two sides comes amid heightened
tensions following the April 22 terror attack in
Pahalgam in which 26 people, mostly tourists, were
killed.Since the night of April 24, just hours after India
suspended the Indus Waters Treaty following the killing
of 26 people in the terror attack, Pakistani troops have
been resorting to unprovoked firing at various places
along the LoC in J&K, beginning from the Kashmir
Valley.

On April 24, Pakstan blocked its airspace for Indian
airlines, closed the Wagah border crossing, suspended
all trade with India, and stated that any attempt to divert
water meant for Pakistan under the Indus Waters Treaty
would be considered an "act of war.India and Pakistan
had agreed to a renewed ceasefire along the borders in
Jammu and Kashmir in February 2021.

The situation has changed significantly since February
2021, when the DGMOs of India and Pakistan reiterated
their commitment to the 2003 ceasefire agreement to
ensure peace along the de facto border.

6 Months Left, Centre Ends
IMF Executive Director KV
Subramanian's Tenure

New Delhi. Six months ahead of his three-year tenure,
the government has terminated the services of K V
Subramanian as the executive director at the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), sources said on
Saturday. The Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet has terminated Mr Subramanian's services
effective April 30, 2025, they added. The reasons for
Mr Subramanian's exit have not been officially
announced. The sources said the government would
soon find his replacement to be nominated to the
IMF board.

According to the sources, Mr Subramanian is learnt to
have raised questions about the IMF's datasets,
which did not go down well in the corridors of the
multilateral agency.

Besides, the sources said, concerns were raised over

n "alleged impropriety" relating to the promotion
and publicity of his latest book, "India @ 100".Mr
Subramanian was appointed as the executive
director (India) at the IMF with effect from
November 1, 2022 for a period of three years. Prior
to this, he served as the chiefeconomic adviser to the
government.

The executive board of the IMF is composed of 25
directors (executive directors or EDs) elected by the
member countries or groups of countries.India is in
a four-country constituency, along with
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Bhutan as members.

Parents meet Delhi CM, seek furrther discussion
on issue of fee hike by private schools

CM Gupta told the parents that if any school harasses them over fees, they are welcome to
report the matter directly to her office or to the educahon minister

New Delhi. Parents from across Delhi
gathered at the Secretariat on

Rekha Gupta and Education Minister
Ashish Sood over the proposed Delhi
School Education (Transparency in
Fixation and Regulation of Fees) Bill,
2025. The legislation, which seeks to

introduce transparency in private °

school fee hikes, received praise from

many in attendance, along with calls
for further consultation.Describing the
legislation as a “decisive and historic
step,” Gupta said, “For 27 vyears,
private schools had been arbitrarily
increasing fees without any checks or
clear regulations. Previous
governments had no concrete legal
mechanism to control such practices.”

¢

Saturday to meet Chief Minister

She told the parents that if any school
harasses them over fees, they are
welcome to report the matter directly to
her office or to the education
minister.Gupta acknowledged that
implementing the Bill and its

framework would take time. “There
will be a backlog, but there is no doubt
that in the coming years, Delhi
government schools will be good...

this government promises that you
(parents) will not have to constantly
worry about your children’s
education,” she told the parents.Sood
said that the problem of fee hikes had
persisted due to lack of adequate
schooling alternatives. “The problem
of the fee hike has been a supply and
demand issue... The previous
government neglected the quality of
government schools,” he said.During
the interaction, while many parents
welcomed the move as a long-awaited
reform, others, including parents from
schools like DPS Dwarka and Birla
Vidya Niketan in Pushpa Vihar, urged
the government to involve parent
bodies more actively before the Bill is
tabled in the Assembly.

Delhi storm: Over 200 frees uprooted across city
during last week S rain. Here S why it happened

New Delhi. -Ahealthy peepal [
tree fell close to the
President’s Estate in W
Lutyens’ Delhi.-At the &
Army Depot, a giant neem
tree fell and blocked the
main entrance.-Outside the
AIIMS Trauma Centre,
another large tree came
down. b

-In Sheikh Sarai, a tree fell on
a car whle its roots left
another car suspended in
the air.-In Vasant Kunj fallen trees
crushed parked cars. South Delhi’s
Aurobindo Marg and Defence Colony
were also not spared.These trees were
among 200 that came toppling down
when an intense thunderstorm —
strong winds reaching up to dangerous
speeds of 80 kmph accompanied by 77
mm of rain— hit Delhi on Friday.

As the rain, the second-highest single-
day May rainfall in Delhi since 1901,
swept through the city, it also brought
down large branches, damaged
vehicles, power lines and public

infrastructure, and led to the loss of

four lives.

This isn’t even the first time that Delhi’s

neighbourhoods and busy roads
witnessed trees falling at such a large
scale.

In May 2022, a ‘severe’ category storm
claimed two lives and uprooted
hundreds of trees across Delhi,
including a total of 77 trees under the
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC), while damaging over 50
branches.

‘Why does this happen?

Experts said the extreme weather does
play a major role. But it isn’t the only
cause.Issues ranging from root
damage, poor or irregular pruning,
widespread concretisation around

trunks, termite attacks,
unscientific cabling, and a lack
of updated data on tree health
have all added to the
problem.For context, Delhi has
147 sq km of tree cover that falls
outside forest areas. This is
around 9.8% of Delhi’s
geographical area as per the
India State of Forest Report
(IFRS)2023.

Why isn’t anything being done
to prevent this?

The answer to this lies in a complex web

of laws and guidelines, and a 2023
Delhi High Court order.Delhi has laws
and administrative guidelines that
outline how trees are to be maintained,
pruned, and protected. It also includes
who is responsible for assessing their
health and ensuring they don’t pose
risks during such weather events. These
rules are grounded in the Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act (DPTA),
1994; its associated 2019 Guidelines
for Pruning; and several binding orders
from the Delhi High Court and
National Green Tribunal (NGT) over
the last decade.

'No welcome till J&K attack

avenged': Union Minister
refuses bouquel at event

M

NEW DELHI. Union Jal Shakti Minister CR
Patil on Saturday made a striking statement at
the Global Investor Conference, refusing to
accept a bouquet or memento, saying he
would not accept any symbol of welcome until
justice is served for the victims of the recent
Pahalgam terror attack.“No welcome till there
is revenge,” Patil reportedly said in Gujarati,
as he declined a ceremonial bouquet and a
proposed memento on stage. A person
assisting the event announced that the minister
had decided not to accept any such gestures
until the perpetrators of the Pahalgam attack
are punished.

Patil, who greeted attendees with folded hands,
received applause for his resolute stand.
Businessman Ashok Mehta, who attended the
event, confirmed to ANI that Patil expressed
the same sentiment off-stage as well.

Twenty-six people, mostly tourists, were killed
and several injured in Pahalgam terror attack
on April 22. The government has vowed a
strong response, with full operational freedom
granted to the armed forces to determine the
timing and nature of the retaliation.

Cross-border links to the attack have been
identified, and steps like suspending the Indus
Water Treaty are being taken to pressure
Pakistan over its support for terrorism.Patil
had earlier said that the government will not
allow “even a single drop of Indus water” to
reach Pakistan after the attack.

Pak's artillery supplies can
sustain for 4 days amid tensions
with India: Report

NEW DELHI. Amid tensions with India over
last month's Pahalgam terror attack, the
Pakistani military is battling a severe shortage
of critical artillery ammunition, with its
warfighting capabilities lasting for just four
days, news agency ANI reported, citing
sources.

The shortage in artillery ammunition is mainly
due to Pakistan's recent arms deals with
Ukraine and Israel, which have drained its war
reserves.

Amid fears of a regional conflict, the Pakistan
Ordnance Factories (POF), which supplies the
military, has been grappling to replenish
supplies amid surging global demand and
outdated production facilities, sources said.

Many Pakistani leaders have claimed that India
will launch military action on the neighbouring
country in response to the Pahalgam terror
attack. They said their armed forces would give
a befitting response to what they say "Indian
aggression” or "misadventure”. However, the
picture is not so rosy. With dwindling supplies,
Pakistan's ammunition reserves can sustain just
96 hours of high-intensity conflict, lcaving its
military vulnerable, sources said.Generally,
Pakistan's military doctrine is centred on rapid
mobilisation to counter India's numerical
superiority. The military has insufficient
155mm shells for its M109 howitzers or
122mm rockets for its BM-21 systems to blunt
an Indian military action.Several posts on X in
April claimed that the 155mm artillery shells
were diverted to Ukraine, leaving stockpiles
dangerously low.

According to sources, the Pakistani defence brass
is deeply concerned and panicked over the lack
of critical ammunition. The issue was raised at
the Special Corps Commanders Conference on
May 2.

Before Pahalgam attack, intel warned
of possmle tourist targeting: Officials

Days before the deadly April
22 terror attack in Pahalgam,

Srinagar in the foothills of the
Zabarwan range, officials in the know
said Saturday.

This prompted a heightened security
presence in these areas with top police

intelligence agencies had
flagged the potential targetin

brass camping in Srinagar to oversee

combing operations around |

Dachigam, Nishat, and adjacent areas.
g These areas gained attention and

of tourists, especially those
staying in hotels on the

outskirts of Srinagar, official

security forces increased patrolling
because of a terrorist attack on a

construction site in Gangangir, Sonamarg
in October last year in which seven
people including a doctor were killed.
S The area is located on the other side of

sai.
——T

Srinagar city.

Despite a two-week operation, security

NEW DELHI.

agencies had flagged the potent

targeting of tourists especially those

staying in hotels on the outskirts

Days before the deadly
terror attack in Pahalgam, intelligence

Zabarwan range overlooking the

forces conducted extensive searches on
the outskirts of Srinagar based on the
intelligence, but these efforts did not yield
ial  any breakthroughs and the operation was
called off on April 22, the day when
of terrorists targeted tourists in Pahalgam

area killing 26 of them.There were inputs
to suggest that terrorists wanted to carry
out such nefarious designs during the visit
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi earlier
last month to flag off the first train from

Katra to Srinagar.

Definitely, Pakistan is not happy over the
impending railway link that aims to
connect the Kashmir Valley with the rest
of the country, the officials cited above
said.However, they said the visit of the
prime minister, earlier scheduled for April
19, was postponed due to adverse weather
forecasts predicting high-speed winds in

the Katra area.The officials made it
clear that while weather conditions are
the sole reason for the postponement,
fresh inauguration dates are expected to
be announced soon.
The state and non-state actors sitting
~across the border never want the
powerful visuals of flagging off the first
train to get international attention and
hence may have planned to overshadow
the event with such barbaric killings,
the officials said.
On the Pahalgam attack, the officials said
what is emerging was that two local
terrorists had already mingled with the
tourists and as soon as the first shots were
fired, they herded the tourists to a food
court complex, where two other terrorists,
reportedly Pakistanis, fired and killed 26
of them.The aim of the attack seems to be
creating fear among the citizens and
possibly to lead to retribution attacks
against Kashmiris elsewhere in the
country, sources said.
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Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif
says response to Indian
provocation was
‘responsible, measured’

ISLAMABAD. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Saturday said that Pakistan's response was
responsible and measured to India's provocation
following the Pahalgam terror attack.

Sharif was talking to Turkiye Ambassador Dr Irfan
Neziroglu who met him in Islamabad, reported
Radio Pakistan.The prime minister said "despite
India's provocative actions following the Pahalgam
incident, Pakistan's response was responsible and
measured". He said that Pakistan has always
condemned terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations.The prime minister claimed that
India has "failed to share any evidence and is falsely
trying to link Pakistan to the Pahalgam attack".

He further alleged that India has "yet to respond to
Pakistan's offer to have a credible, transparent and
neutral international investigation to ascertain the
facts behind the Pahalgam incident".Sharif also said
Pakistan would cooperate fully with such an
investigation and would welcome if Turkiye joined it.

He said Turkiye's support to Pakistan is reflective of
historic, deep-rooted, and time-tested brotherly
relations between the two countries.Ties between
India and Pakistan plummeted following the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir that
killed 26 people, mostly tourists, in the deadliest
attack in the Valley since the Pulwama strike in 2019.

5 Arrested, Including 4
Iranians, Over Suspected
Terror Plot In UK

London.Britain's counter-terrorism police arrested
five men, including four Iranian nationals, on
suspicion of terrorism offences over a plot to target a
specific premises, the Metropolitan Police said in a
statement on Sunday.The arrests occurred on
Saturday in Swindon, west London, Stockport,
Rochdale and Manchester.The police did not disclose
details of the plot, citing operational reasons.

The Embassy of Iran in London did not immediately
respond to a request for comment."The investigation
is still in its early stages and we are exploring various
lines of enquiry to establish any potential motivation
as well as to identify whether there may be any further
risk to the public linked to this matter," said
Commander Dominic Murphy, head of the Met's
Counter Terrorism Command.

4-Year-0ld Girl Among 2
Killed In Philippines Airport
Crash

Manila.Two people, including a four-year-old girl,
were killed and several others injured after a car
crashed into the entrance of Manila's Ninoy Aquino
International Airport on Sunday, the Philippine Red
Cross said.The airport said the "vehicular accident"
occurred earlier on Sunday when a car crashed
through the outer railing and into the walkway near
the entrance of NAIA Terminal 1.

"We understand the concern this incident has caused,
especially as images have circulated on social media.
We urge the public not to speculate and to wait for
verified updates, which will be issued as soon as they
become available," NAIA said in a statement.

The Philippine Red Cross, which responded to the scene,
said the incident resulted in the deaths of two
individuals, amale adult and a four-year-old girl.

Images shared by local media on social media platforms
showed some people lying on the ground. Glass was
shattered across the entrance and the front of a black
SUV was visibly damaged after hitting the airport
doors.NAIA said those who sustained injuries were
being treated, and the driver of the vehicle is in police
custody.

Massive Russian Drone
Attack On Kyiv Sets Several
Buildings On Fire

Kyiv.Russia's overnight drone attack on Kyiv damaged
several residential buildings and set cars on fire
throughout the city, the military and officials of the
Ukrainian capital said on Sunday.

Falling debris from destroyed drones sparked fires at
residential buildings in Kyiv's Obolonskyi and
Sviatoshynskyi districts, Timur Tkachenko, head of
Kyiv's military administration, said on social media.

He added that several cars throughout the city also
caught fire from falling drone debris.Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said on the Telegram messaging app that
medics were called to the Sviatoshynskyi district,
west of the city centre, where they provided
assistance.Reuters' witnesses heard several
explosions in what sounded like air defence systems
in operation. There was no immediate information on
the full-scale of the attack. Kyiv, its surrounding
region and the eastern half of Ukraine were under air-
raid alerts for about an hour, starting soon after
midnight on Sunday local time (2100 GMT).There
was no immediate comment from Moscow about the
attack that took place amidst uncertainty over
whether both sides will stop war activities during
Moscow's May 8-10 commemorations of the victory
of the Soviet Union and its allies in World War Two.

On Monday, Russia declared a three-day ceasefire for
May 8-10, to which Kyiv responded with a proposal
to stop war activities for 30 days.

Both Russia and Ukraine deny targeting civilians in the
war that Russia started more than three years ago with
a full-scale invasion of Ukraine.Jhor Taburets,
governor of the central Ukrainian region of Cherkasy,
said a Russian drone attack on the region late on
Saturday sparked several fires.
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Singapore's long-ruling party wins another
landslide in election boost for new prime minister

SINGAPORE. Singapore's long-ruling
People’s Action Party won another
landslide in Saturday’s general elections,
extending its 66-year unbroken rule in a
huge boost for Prime Minister Lawrence
Wong who took power a year ago.The
Election Department announced the PAP
won 82 Parliamentary seats after vote
counting ended. The party had earlier won
five seats uncontested, giving it 87 out of a
total 97 seats. The opposition Workers
Party maintained its 10 seats.The PAP's
popular vote rose to 65.6%, up from a near-
record low of 61% in 2020 polls. Jubilant
supporters of the PAP, which had ruled
Singapore since 1959, gathered in stadiums
waved flags and cheered in celebration.

“We are grateful once again for your strong
mandate. We will honor the trust you have
given to us by working even harder for all
of you,” Wong said in a speech earlier to his

constituency before the full results were out.

Eugene Tan, a law professor at the Singapore
Management University, said the

opposition's failure to make further
inroads after 2020 was a surprise.
“Singapore voters played their cards
close to their chest. Today, they
indicated that their trust is with a party

that has delivered over the years,” he
said.A U.S.-trained economist who is

also finance minister, Wong's appeal

for a resounding mandate to steer
trade-reliant Singapore through
economic turbulence following U.S. |
President Donald Trump’s tariff hikes

has hit home. The government has lowered
its growth forecast and warned of a possible
recession.Wong, 52, succeeded Lee Hsien
Loong to become the city-state's fourth
leader. Lee stepped down in May 2024 after
two decades at the helm but remained in the
Cabinet as a senior minister. His retirement
as premier ended a family dynasty started
by his father, Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore’s
first leader, who built the former colonial
backwater into one of the world’s richest
nations during 31 years in office. The PAP is

DPAP
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seen as a beacon of stability and prosperity,
but tight government control and the rising
cost of living in one of the world’s most
expensive cities also has led to growing
unhappiness, especially among younger
voters. Widening income disparity,
increasingly unaffordable housing,
overcrowding and restrictions on free
speech have loosened the PAP’s grip on
power.The opposition says giving it a
stronger presence in Parliament will allow
a more balanced political system and

greater accountability. But they face an
uphill task, often hamstrung by a lack of
resources, fragmented support and a lack
of unity. Critics said gerrymandering also
gives the PAP an advantage.Pritam Singh,
leader of the Workers Party,
acknowledged it was a tough contest and
vowed to continue the fight for a more
balanced Parliament. “The slate is wiped
clean, we start work again tomorrow, and
we go again,” he said. While the Workers
Party failed to expand its presence, it had
consolidated its support with increased
share vote in some areas, said Southeast
Asia political analyst Bridget Welsh. Other
smaller opposition parties however, failed
to make a breakthrough.Welsh said voters
opted for stability amid concerns over
global volatility due to sweeping U.S.
tariffs. Wong's more approachable
leadership in engaging yunger voters and
efforts to renew PAP by bringing in about a-
third of new faces also helped swung votes,
she said.

"Will Strike Structures On
Indus River": Pak Minister's
Warning To India

Islamabad.Pakistan's Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
has warned India that it would strike any structure that is
built on the Indus River in "violation of the Indus
Waters Treaty", which was suspended following the
Pahalgam terror attack.Ties between the two
neighbouring countries plummeted following the April
22 Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 people, mostly
tourists.India, among other punitive actions, announced
the suspension of the 1960 accord, which governs water
sharing between the two countries.

Speaking on a Geo News programme on Friday, the
defence minister said, "Certainly, if they attempt to
build any kind of structure, we will strike it." Asif said
that building any structure on the Indus River would be
seen as "Indian aggression" against Pakistan.

"Aggression is not just about firing cannons or bullets; it
has many faces. One of those faces is [blocking or
diverting water], which could lead to deaths due to
hunger and thirst," he added.The defence minister said,
"If they make any architectural attempt, then Pakistan
will destroy that structure.

"But for now, we are heading to forums available to us,
starting from the IWT [Indus Waters Treaty]. We will

Brigades, released a video on Saturday ~ pursue this matter." According to a media report on

showing a hostage AFP and Isracli ~ Friday, Pakistanis planning to issue a formal diplomatic

media identified as Russian-Israeli m

Maxim Herkin.

Israel Calls Up 'Tens Of Thousands' Of
Army Reservists For Gaza Offensive

charging that they "fall far short of the
most basic standards of political and
moral responsibility” in a statement on
X.Israel has also blocked all aid
deliveries to Gaza since March 2,
prompting warnings from UN
agencies of impending humanitarian
disaster.Hamas on Saturday released
footage of an apparently wounded
Israeli-Russian hostage held in Gaza
as 11 Palestinians, including three
infants, were killed in a strike on the
territory, its civil defence agency
said.The health ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza said at least 2,396 people
had been killed since Israel resumed its
campaign in Gaza, bringing the overall
death count from the war to 52,495.
Gaza militants still hold 58 hostages, 34
of whom the army says are dead.
Hamas is also holding the remains of an
Israeli soldier killed in a previous war
in Gaza in 2014.The militant group's
armed wing, the Ezzedine al-Qassam

Tel Aviv. Israel was issuing orders to call
up tens of thousands of reservists ahead
of an expanded offensive in Gaza,
Israeli media reported Saturday, as
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
attacked truce mediator Qatar.

Several news outlets reported the
military had begun sending the orders
for reservists to replace conscripts and
active-duty soldiers in Israel and the |
occupied West Bank so they can be
redeployed to Gaza.A military
spokesperson neither confirmed nor
denied the reports, but relatives of AFP
journalists were among those who
received mobilisation orders.

According to Israel's public broadcaster,
the security cabinet is scheduled to
meet on Sunday to approve the
expansion of the military offensive in
Gaza.Israel resumed major operations
across Gaza on March 18 amid
deadlock over how to proceed with a
two-month ceasefire that had largely
halted the war sparked by Hamas's
October 2023 attack.Qatar, which
hosts Hamas's political office,
brokered the truce alongside the US

and Egypt that came into effect in
January. Efforts to secure a new deal
however have appeared to stall in
recent weeks.Netanyahu accused the
gas-rich Gulf state of "playing both

sides with its double talk". Posting on
X, he said Qatar had to "decide if it's on
the side of civilization or if it's on the
side of Hamas barbarism".The Israeli
prime minister, under pressure from his
far-right supporters, without whom he
would lose his governing coalition, has
been increasingly vocal in his calls to
continue the war since the restart of the
Gaza offensive."Israel will win this
just war with just means," he
added.Qatari foreign ministry
spokesman Majed al-Ansari rejected
the "inflammatory" comments,

Who Is Greg Abel, Executive Picked
To Be Warren Buffett's Successor

Omaha, Nebraska.When Warren
Buffett announced at his annual
shareholder meeting Saturday that he
is stepping down as CEO of Berkshire
Hathaway at the end of the year, he
elevated a low-key 62-year-old
Canadian executive named Greg Abel,
who has long been one of his top
lieutenants.For the past seven years,
Abel has been overseeing Berkshire's
BNSF railroad and its treat makers,
See's Candies and Dairy Queen, along
with dozens of other manufacturing
and retail businesses that Buffett
acquired over the years.He grew up in
Canada as a hockey player and learned
the value of hard work as he redeemed
discarded bottles and worked for a
small company filling fire
extinguishers. Now he finds himself at
the top of the food chain in the
investment world.Read: Warren
Buffett To Step Down, Greg Abel To
Be New Berkshire Hathaway

CEOBerkshire confirmed Abel as
Buffett's successor in 2021 after former
Vice Chairman Charlie Munger let it
slip at the annual meeting. Since then,
Abel has largely remained in Buffett's
shadow, although shareholders have
had a chance to get to know him a bit
when he appeared alongside Buffett at
the annual meetings and in
interviews.Berkshire's board will now
vote on whether to formally approve
Abel as the new CEO to take over at the
end 0f2025.\

At the annual meeting in Omaha, Buffett
said he expects that to occur by a
unanimous vote.Abel will step forward
to take responsibility for all of
Berkshire's eclectic assortment of
businesses with their nearly 400,000
employees and the conglomerate's
massive stock portfolio. Buffett and
members of Berkshire's board, who for
years have devoted much of their time
to finding Buffett's successor, have

"Temu Trump', Atomic Power Promise: 5 Key
Takeaways From Australia Elections

praised Abel's brilliance and knack for
understanding all kinds of
businesses.Buffett once said Berkshire
is "so damn lucky" to have Abel ready
to take over, but he will have trouble
coming close to Buffett's remarkable
track record of outpacing the market.
Whereas Buffett grew Berkshire over
the decades by making well-timed
deals and stock investments at
attractive prices,

Berkshire's massive size has made it that
much harder lately to find anything big
enough to change the conglomerate's
bottom line.Abel has big shoes to fill,
but no one expects him to match the
accomplishments of Buffett, who
made him a billionaire many times
over and one of the wealthiest investors
of the past century. Longtime
Berkshire board member Ron Olson
said two days before the
announcement that he believed Abel
was ready to take over.

notice to India against its unilateral move to suspend the
Indus Waters Treaty. The decision was made after initial
consultations between Pakistan's ministries of Foreign
Affairs, Law, and Water Resources, The Express
Tribune reported.Separately, Pakistan on Saturday
conducted a training launch of the Abdali weapon
system - a surface-to-surface missile with a range of
450 kms.Earlier on April 24, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi vowed to punish the terrorists involved in the
Pahalgam terror attack and their backers.In a high-level
meeting with the top defence brass on April 29, Modi
asserted that the armed forces have '"complete
operational freedom" to decide on the mode, targets and
timing of India's response to the terror attack, according
to government sources.

US President Donald Trump's
trade tariffs, and the chaos
they unleashed, may not
have been the higgest factor
in the Labor Party victory --
but they helped.

—

Melbourne. Australia's left-leaning Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese has won re-
election in a landslide, defying the so-
called "incumbency curse" that has haunted
governing parties around the globe.

His Labor Party dealt a crushing defeat to its
conservative opposition, which was thrown
into further disarray when leader Peter
Dutton lost a seat he has held for 24 years.

Here are five takeaways from Saturday's
vote.

'"Temu Trump'

US President Donald Trump's trade tariffs,
and the chaos they unleashed, may not have

been the biggest factor in the Labor Party
victory -- but they helped.

Dutton vowed to slash the civil service,
clamp down on immigration, and said he
would not stand before an Aboriginal flag.

The harshest critics likened Dutton's offering
to that of a "Temu Trump", an unflattering
reference to the popular website offering
cut-price unbranded goods.

"If we want to understand why a good chunk
of the electorate has changed across the
election campaign over the last couple of
months, [ think that's the biggest thing,"
said Henry Maher, a politics lecturer at the
University of Sydney. Curse or gift?From
South Africa to the United States, voters
have in recent times turfed out a string of
established governments in a global
backlash dubbed the "incumbency curse".

With inflation biting, and populist parties
seemingly on the rise elsewhere, many
wondered whether Albanese's government
would meet a similar fate.

Instead, Australians rewarded his steady-as-
she-goes leadership style, choosing
political stability in a time of global

upheaval. Dutton's US$200 billion promise
to introduce atomic power to Astralia for
the first time has imploded. The opposition
leader was hounded on the campaign trail
for not visiting any of the seven sites where

he proposed to build industrial-scale
nuclear reactors.

His nuclear dream included ramping up gas
production, slowing the rollout of solar and
wind projects, and ditching the clean
energy goals set by Albanese's centre-left
government. "This was an energ
referendum. Nuclear bombed at the ballot
with Australians dubbing it toxic," said
Amanda McKenzie, chief executive of

clean energy advocate the Climate Council.

Conservatives drubbedDutton's Liberal-
National coalition crashed to one of its
worst-ever defeats, losing a string of seats
once considered conservative strongholds.
With Dutton turfed from his own seat of
Dickson -- an electorate he has held for 24
years -- the coalition will lick its wounds
with no leader in place. Notably, Dutton's
opposition failed to win back a string of
seats claimed by the so-called "teal"
movement in 2022. The teals -- a loose-knit
group of political novices pushing for
climate action -- held on to their inner-city
seats despite a targeted conservative
campaign. Polls called it, almost

Most opinion polls picked the winner -- but
few hinted at the scale of the Labor
landslide. "This was beyond even our most
optimistic expectations. It was a history-
making night. It was one for the ages,"
Treasurer Jim Chalmers said Sunday.

Most polls pointed towards a Labor
government -- but were split on whether
Albanese would command a slim majority,
or cobble together a coalition.
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Virar special Ayush Mhatre: A
breath of fresh air for CSK in
forgetful IPL 2025

New Delhi. High scores haven’t been Chennai
Super Kings' calling card this season, and
chasing 214 was always going to be an uphill
task—especially after Romario Shepherd’s
brutal late assault, hammering 53 off just 14
balls. But 17-year-old Ayush Mhatre, born in
Mumbai's Virar, nearly pulled off the
impossible, launching a breathtaking
counterattack that saw CSK fall just
short.CSK’s young openers signalled their
intent from the outset. Shaik Rasheed set the
tone early, pulling Dayal for a six and a four in
the third over. But it was Mhatre who truly
took center stage. The teenager took on
veteran Bhuvneshwar Kumar in the fifth,
smashing five boundaries and a six in a
stunning over that announced his arrival
emphatically.

RCB clawed their way back as Krunal Pandya
and Lungi Ngidi shut down the PowerPlay,
dismissing Rasheed and Sam Curran while
conceding just nine runs. But Mhatre,
composed well beyond his years, found a
steady ally in CSK stalwart Ravindra Jadeja.
Together, they stitched a vital 114-run stand
for the third wicket, blending calculated
aggression with smart strike rotation.

STORIES YOU MAY LIKEIPL 2025, RCB vs

CSK: Highlights

Mhatre nearly outdid Romario Shepherd’s 14-
ball fifty with a classy 94, but RCB's Yash
Dayal kept his nerves in the death overs to
secure a two-run win over the Chennai Super
Kings in this IPL thriller.

MHATRE LIGHTS UP CHINNASWAMY

Mhatre’s strokeplay was a mix of street-smart
flair and classical technique—skills honed
through years of grinding at Mumbai's famed
Oval Maidan. With Josh Hazlewood
sidelined, RCB's bowling lacked bite, and the
young right-hander capitalized. He even
returned the favor to Shepherd, launching a
pair of glorious pulls, including a 98-meter six
that vanished into the night sky.

adeja, playing the ideal foil with a composed
77* off 45, guided the youngster through
pressure-laden overs. Dropped on 57 and 69,
Jadeja held his nerve at the other end, helping
CSK stay in the hunt. Mhatre’s magnificent
knock finally ended when a tired-looking
heave off Ngidi found Krunal Pandya in the
deep.Also Read.

Drama in Bengaluru! Judeja
confronts umpire after (SK
batter Dewald Brevis denied DRS

NEW DELHI. Chennai Super Kings' young
star Dewald Brevis found himself at the
centre of a major controversy during their

IPL 2025 clash against Royal Challengers
Bengaluru at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium
on Saturday.

In a high-stakes chase, Brevis was dismissed
for a golden duck on his very first ball after
being adjudged LBW to Lungi Ngidi.

While the delivery looked to be sliding down
leg, Brevis hesitated to take a review and was
eventually denied the chance — the 15-
second DRS timer had expired.

Go Beyond The Boundary with our YouTube
channel. SUBSCRIBE NOW!

The South African batter, caught in a moment
of doubt, discussed the decision with non-
striker Ravindra Jadeja before finally
signalling for DRS.

But it was too late. Replays later onfirmed that
the ball would have missed the stumps
comfortably, sparking widespread criticism
of both the on-field umpire’s decision and the
rigidity of the DRS timing system.

Visibly frustrated, Brevis and Jadeja briefly
argued with the umpire, but the decision
stood.Many fans and experts felt the
youngster was hard done by, with some
questioning whether players should be given
more flexibility to review controversial calls,
especially in such a crucial game.

The missed review came back to haunt CSK,
who eventually fell short by just two runs
while chasing RCB’s formidable 213/5.

Despite heroic efforts from 17-year-old Ayush
Mhatre (94 off 48) and Jadeja (77 not out off
45), the Super Kings ended at 211/5. Brevis’s
early exit proved pivotal, as one more
boundary could have swung the match
CSK'’s way.The game had it all — blistering
fifties from Virat Kohli, Jacob Bethell, and
Romario Shepherd for RCB, and a stunning
near-chase by CSK.But it was the DRS
drama involving Brevis that will remain the
most talked-about moment from a thriller
that pushed RCB to the top of the points
table.

IPL 2025: KKR to follow Ml roadmap in must-win
game vs Rajasthan, says Rovman Powell

IPL 2025: Struggling KKR
will follow Mumbai
Indians' strateqy against
Rajasthan Royals in a
crucial IPL match, said
Rovman Powell. KKR have
to win all their games to
make it to the playoffs.

—
New Delhi.

Kolkata Knight Riders' Rovman
Powell has said that the team will follow
Mumbai Indians' roadmap in their next
match against Rajasthan Royals. KKR take
on the Royals on Sunday, May 4 in a must-
win game in the Indian Premier League
2025.KKR have their backs to the wall and
will get knocked out of the playoffs race if
they lose to Rajasthan at their home ground

in Kolkata. Speaking at the pre-match press
conference, Rovman Powell said that the
team will follow MI's process to beat
Rajasthan in their crucial clash.Mumbai
Indians played a complete game against
Rajasthan on May 1 at Jaipur. After hitting
217 runs in the first innings, MI gave an
incredible account of themselves in the
second half of the match, bowling RR out for
just 117 runs.Fast bowlers were key to MI's
success against Royals. In the powerplay,
Trent Boult was brave to pitch the ball up to

Jaiswal, and dismissed him with a riveting
length ball that crashed into the top of
Jaiswal's off stump. Jasprit Bumrah was
riveting in the middle overs where he bowled
abouncer barrage to the RR middle order.

"As a bowling group, we’ve come up with

specific plans for each individual. If you look
at Rajasthan’s last game against Mumbai, it
was tactical excellence from Mumbai that
gave them such a big win. We’re trying to do
the same," Rovman Powell told the reporters
on Saturday, May 3.KKR'S STRUGGLE

Pratika Rawal's rise and India's bold
charge towards Women's World Cup glory

- Speaking to India Today Digital,
former Indian cricketer and
Mumbai Indians hatting coach
Devika Palshikar opened up on
India's experimentation spree
hefore the World Cup, Pratika
Rawal's stupendous form and
Shafali Verma's future in the ODI

setup.

New Delhi. India were left disappointed after

their hopes of securing a coveted world title
were dashed by an early exit from the T20
World Cup in the UAE last year.
Harmanpreet Kaur faced heavy criticism for
the team's lack of intent during the
campaign. However, India will have a
chance to redeem themselves and restore
their reputation when they compete in the
ODI World Cup later this year on home soil.

With the mega event fast approaching,
women’s cricket in India has undergone a
significant transition over the past six
months. India have handed debut caps to
ten players in ODIs: Minnu Mani, Tejal
Hasabnis, Pratika Rawal, Titas Sadhu,
Saima Thakor, Priya Mishra, Kashvee

Gautam, Tanuja Kanwar, Sayali Satghare,

and Sree Charani.With such a broad talent

pool, the team management is expected to
face a welcome dilemma when selecting the
final 15-member squad for the World Cup.

However, former Indian cricketer Devika

Palshikar cautioned that experimenting so

close to a major tournament could end up

being counterproductive.“If you ask for my

opinion, then before the World Cup, we
really shouldn’t be doing all these
experiments. As you rightly said, they’ve
already handed caps to ten different
players, even though the World Cup is just
six months away,” Palshikar told
IndiaToday.in.So basically, I’ve always
felt that this isn’t something new to this
World Cup, it’s been happening for many
years now. The selectors tend to
experiment far too much. I'm sure the
captain or coach doesn’t get a consistent,
settled team. They go more on an
experimental basis.“The same thing has
happened again this time, so I was a bit
disappointed. But then again, I'm sure
whoever they’ve selected, they must’ve seen
some potential in them, otherwise they
wouldn’t have picked them. At least, that’s
what I'm assuming,” Palshikar
added.Uttarakhand’s Raghvi Bist, who
didn’t feature in the series against Ireland,
and Madhya Pradesh left-arm spinner
Shuchi Upadhyay, who is yet to play a match
since her maiden call-up during the tri-
nation series in Sri Lanka, also remain in the
wings.

Hungry to make comeback, focus on training: Sathiyan

CHENNAL It has not been easy days after
2022 Asian Games (held in 2023). Like all
players, G Sathiyan too had to overcome the
ordeal of recovering from injury with a very
strong mind. His back injury he sustained
after the Asian Games in Hangzhou took
some time to heal. The spasms spread to his
hips and his knees restricting the lightning
pace for which he is known. He did manage
to leave those tough days behind.

After winning three medals at the National
Games earlier this year, Sathiyan is slowly
shifting his focus towards the all-important
Asian Games next year. And like he said he
is now hungry to make a comeback.

Sathiyan for now is focussing more on
training. He would be competing more

towards the end of the year leading up the
Asian Games next year."l have taken a
conscious decision to train more and play
less tournaments (now)," he said adding he
would want "to play more tournaments in
the second half of the year just before the
Asian Games. This will help in peaking at
the right time," he told this daily during an
award function organised by Raman TT

High Performance Centre to felicitate
National Games winning members of the
Tamil Nadu team.Along the way he would
want to accumulate as many WTT points as
possible. "With the WTT system, balancing

tournaments due to the new ranking system
is an challenge. And now with domestic
circuit, points are necessary to enter the top
50," he added."It's more about having time
to train, because I have seen that training

had played an important role. That's why I
could get into the top 25. So I really want to
get back into the drawing board, have a
good training phase and at the same time
work on my fitness because that is key."
Two weeks from now, Sathiyan will hope
to make his name again at the World
Table Tennis Championship to be held
in Doha. He wouldn't pair with Manika
Batra in the worlds. Yashashwini
(Ghorpade) and Harmeet (Desai) and
Manush (Utpalbhai) and Diya (Chitale)
have been selected in the mixed
doubles for India. Sathiyan will play
singles and men's doubles with
Harmeet Desai.Sathiyan's coach
Olympian S Raman said he would be
evaluating his performance every
quarter. "We worked on a few things
and those things are not working out. So
which means whatever we brought to
the table is not sufficient enough. So we
need to spice it up, we need to change a little
bit. So, you know, it's an ongoing process of
how we keep reinventing the wheel," he
said.

WITH CONFIDENCE
KKR have been all over the place in the
ongoing season of the Indian Premier
League 2025. They retained their core from
the winning 2024 season but have
completely failed to execute their plans.
KKR's worst result perhaps came in their
match vs Punjab Kings, where they failed
to chase down 112 runs against Punjab
Kings away from home.Powell spoke about
the same and said that the Punjab game
really hurt the confidence of the team.
Powell revealed that the KKR players and
the management had some tough
conversations after that and that they took
positive strides in the correct direction."If
you go back to the Punjab game where we
had only 111 to chase and still didn’t get
over the line — that really hurt. It affected
our standings. If we had secured those two
points, we’d be sitting here with more smiles.
But credit to the group, we’ve had some
strong conversations since, and the guys
have made great strides. Hopefully, we
continue in that direction," Rovman Powell
said ahead of the match.KKR are currently in
the 7th position of the league table and need
to win every single match to remain in the
hunt for the playoffs. KKR won their
previous match against Delhi Capitals after
Sunil Narine put in an all-round
performance.

Romario Shepherd on heroic

53 vs CSK: Difficult to sit
and watch others win

New Delhi. West Indies all-rounder Romario

Shepherd played his fourth match in the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025 when
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) locked
horns with Chennai Super Kings (CSK) at
the M Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru.
But it was the first time that he got a chance to
bat, and he grabbed the opportunity with both
hands.

Batting at No.7, Shepherd hit the joint second-

fastest fifty in IPL history off 14 balls, along
with KL Rahul (2018) and Pat Cummins
(2022). The right-handed batter hit four fours
and six sixes on his way to an unbeaten 53 off
14 balls. Shepherd said that he anxiously
waited for his opportunity to make it
count.“It was tough, you know, sitting there
and watching the other players win. Not
because I didn’t want them to win, but
because I wanted the opportunity to go out

there and perform,” Shepherd said in the
post-match press conference.Today, that
opportunity came, and I just tried to make the
most of it. [ wasn’t aiming to score 53 off 14
balls—I just wanted to help the team finish
strong and shift the momentum back in our
favour,” Shepherd said.

‘Had a good sense of CSK bowling’
When Shepherd came in, RCB were struggling

somewhat with their score at 157 for five in
17.4 overs. But Shepherd’s blitz meant that
the hosts raced to 213 for five, scoring 56
runs off their last 14 balls.“At one point, they
had the upper hand heading into the last two
or three overs. But when I walked to the
crease, I had a good sense of what they were
trying to bowl. I went in prepared, and
Timmy (Tim David) reminded me to hold my
shape a bit, since the ball was gripping on the
wicket,” Shepherd added.Shepherd won the
Player of the Match award as RCB won by
two runs to reclaim the top spot in the points
table. Their next match is against Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG) on May 9 at the Bharat
Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana
Cricket Stadium in Lucknow.

PBKS vs LSG, IPL 2025 Preview: Predicted
XI, team news and Dharamsala pitch

New Delhi Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) are

set to take on Punjab Kings (PBKS) in Match
54 of the Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL
2025) on Sunday, May 4 at the Himachal
Pradesh Cricket Association Stadium,
Dharamsala. Lucknow are coming into the

fixture following a four-wicket win against
Chennai Super Kings (CSK). The Shreyas
Iyer-led side began the season by winning
five out of the first seven matches, but a loss
followed by a washed-out game forced them
to lose their momentum.

game after a six-day break following their However, the victory against CSK have once

back-to-back losses against Delhi Capitals
(DC) and Mumbai Indians (MI).The Rishabh
Pant-led side began the tournament well with
five wins from their first eight matches.
However, the last two losses have proved to
be a hiccup in their campaign as they need to
catch up with the rest of the teams, with the
race for the playoffs starting to heat up.LSG
are currently ranked sixth on the points table
with five wins from ten matches, having ten
points to their name. With four games
remaining in their campaign, Lucknow need
to quickly bounce back to winning ways to
keep their playoffs hopes alive.On the other
hand, Punjab Kings are coming into the

again brought them on the winning track and
PBKS have a great chance to finish on the top
two in the points table. They’re currently
ranked fourth with six wins from ten matches
and have a chance to climb to the second spot
with a win in the upcoming fixture.

PBKS vs LSG Head to HeadLucknow have the

upper hand over Punjab in head-to-head
records, having won three out of the five
fixtures played between the two teams.
Moreover, Punjab don’t have a great record
in Dharamsala, having won just five out of
the 13 matches played. They’ve lost the last
four fixtures at the venue on the trot, with
their last win coming back in May 2013.

PBKS vs LSG Team News

Punjab are without their fast bowler Lockie
Ferguson since the fifth game of the season.
All-rounder Glenn Maxwell has also been

ruled out due to a finger injury. Apart from
that, there are no injury concerns in their
camp. On the other hand, Lucknow have al
the players available for selection for the
upcoming fixture.PBKS vs LSG Predicted
Playing X1

Punjab Kings (Predicted XI): Priyansh Arya,

Prabhsimran Singh, Shreyas Iyer (c), Josh
Inglis (wk), Nehal Wadhera, Shashank
Singh, Marco Jansen, Azmatullah Omarzai,
Suryansh Shedge, Xavier Bartlett, Arshdeep
Singh

Impact Sub: Yuzvendra Chahal
Lucknow Super Giants (Predicted XI): Aiden

Markram, Mitchell Marsh, Nicholas Pooran,
Rishabh Pant (¢ & wk), David Miller, Abdul
Samad, Ayush Badoni, Digvesh Singh Rathi,
Ravi Bishnoi, Avesh Khan, Prince Yadav

Impact Sub: Mayank Yadav
y PBKS vs LSG: Pitch and Weather Conditions
The surface at Dharamsala has aided good

pace and bounce for the seamers, hence
they’re likely to enjoy bowling at the venue.
The pitch has provided some high-scoring
games in the past few matches, and the
upcoming fixture won’t be too different. All
in all, a batting-friendly surface will be
available for the fixture with some assistance
for the seamers early on.
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Shah Rukh Khan’s Character

‘Could Have Raped’ Juhi Chawla
In Darr, Says Honey Irani

Bl
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Apoorva Mukhija Spoke To e

Chakrabort

ﬁler [GL Row: ‘Not Seen Media Trial....

Apoorva Mukhija, aka The Rebel Kid, talked
about the India’s Got Latent row, and said
that a media trial of this magnitude was n
seen before in the creator industry. )

ocial media content creator Apoorva Mukhija aka The Rebel Kid :

recently opened up about the India’s Got Latent controversy, and 'L

revealed receiving death threats for her comments on Samay Raina ~ &~ =
hosted show. She addressed the controversy, and pointed out that such ? '_,’
a large-scale media trial hasn’t been seen before in the creator
industry, even though similar instances have occurred in Bollywood.
She gave a shoutout to Rhea Chakraborty, and revealed that she
talked to the Bollywood actress for an hour about the controversy.
For the unversed, Rhea also faced a media trial after Sushant Singh
Rajput’s death in 2020.While speaking with Yuvaa, Apoorva

Mukhija said, “We have not seen a

media trial at this scale. Creator

industry mein. We have seen

Bollywood industry mein.

Shoutout Rhea Chakraborty. I

spoke to her also for an hour. My

initial response was ‘I want to
talk about it’, because Apoorva
talks about everything. But
everyone around me said, ‘You
cannot open your mouth, it’ll
start another media cycle for
five more days. They’ll take
just one line from what you
said, run it on the news, and
use it against you. You can’t
do it.” The only option I had
was to stay silent.”

She also revealed that she lost a lot of business, and all the
brands wrote to her saying that it’s not the right time to be
associated with her.A few months ago, Ranveer
Allahabadia’s alleged crude comments on Samay
Raina’s comedy show India’s Got Latent led to
massive outrage on social media. His remarks
triggered a massive backlash, leading to legal action
and multiple FIRs against him and other content
creators associated with the show. Apoorva was also
accused of making an objectionable comment on
India’s Got Latent.

The Rebel Kid recently made her comeback on Instagram 4 J
when she revealed that she even faced sleep paralysis i
after the controversy because she was being threatened. '

ore than three decades since its release,
Darr continues to stir debate among
cinephiles. The 1993 psychological thriller,

directed by Yash Chopra and starring Shah Rukh
Khan in one of his early breakout performances,
redefined the boundaries of the Bollywood anti-
hero. But with time, SRK's portrayal of the
obsessive lover Rahul has drawn criticism for
allegedly romanticising stalking, possessiveness,
and violence under the guise of love.In a recent
interview with Friday Talkies, the film’s
screenwriter Honey Irani revisited those concerns
— and firmly defended the intent behind Rahul’s
characterization. “He was crazy about her," Honey
said, referring to Juhi Chawla’s character Kiran.
*Me and Yash ji were very conscious that we didn’t
want it to look like lust. He says ‘I will marry you, |
will make you meet my mother’ — that was genuine
love.”

Addressing one of the most controversial moments in
the film, she added, “He could have raped her when
they were on the boat, but he didn’t. That was our
way of showing the difference. There’s a very thin
line between obsession and lust — and we wanted to
stay on the side of love."

However, what remains unacknowledged 1s that
Rahul’s actions — stalking Kiran, infiltrating her
personal life, and killing those around her —
blatantly disregard her consent and safety. While
Irani admitted the character was “complex" and
“had his own problems," she seemed to sidestep the
impact of his actions on the victim. “Even when he
said her name, he would be so scared that he would
stammer," she said, adding layers of vulnerability to
his disturbing obsession.Honey Irani also revealed
that Shah Rukh Khan was not the first choice for the
role. “We narrated it to Aamir, but something
happened between him and Yash ji. He said no. We
then offered it to Sunny Deol, but he wanted to play
the hero. Then we approached Shah Rukh, and he
jumped at the opportunity. He said, ‘Yeah, definitely
I'm doing it.™"

Count The Number Of Stars In
This Picture From Simone Khan
Arora’s Dinner Soiree

f

auri Khan and Sussanne Khan have long

been celebrated not only for their

achievements in design and creativity but
also for their enduring and cherished friendship.
Over the years, the two have often been seen
together at high-profile events. They also
frequently feature on each other’s social media,
reflecting their deep bond and mutual admiration.
Their friendship recently took centre stage once
again at a private dinner party.The event was
hosted by Sussanne’s sister, Simone Khan Arora,
and brought together several close friends for an
evening of conversation and celebration.
Entrepreneur Pinky Reddy, who was among the
attendees, shared glimpses of the evening on social

| —

Shraddha Kapoor

Poses With Instagram Head Adam Mosseri. Do Not Miss Her Note 4

with some adorable moments as Shraddha

Kapoor and Instagram Head Adam Mosseri sat
down together for a chat. After the event, Adam
posted a picture on Instagram stories, featuring him
with Shraddha. Later, the actress reshared the
delightful image on the photo-sharing application.
The highlight — her note attached to the photo. It

F I Yhe second day of WAVES 2025 was packed

A5 v

read. “The CEO of Instagram and Adam."In the
photo, we can see both Adam Mosseri and Shraddha
Kapoor posing with each other, flashing wide
smiles. The actress was dressed in a red tank top,
relaxed fit jeans and a white blazer, perfect for a
semi-formal event like WAVES. Adam, on the other
hand, wore a striped black suit elevated with
sunglasses.

In a heartwarming moment from the chat session,
Shraddha Kapoor extended a warm welcome to

Adam Mosseri before beginning the chat session
about how Gen Z consumes content today. The
actress surprised Adam with a homemade
Maharashtrian sweet, Puran Poli, telling him, “I
know you’ve been eating at fancy places and trying
Indian food. I want you to try this Maharashtrian
dessert called Puran Poli. It is made at my home.”

Prior to his interaction with Shraddha Kapoor at

WAVES 2025, Adam Mosseri also
stepped out for dinner in Mumbai
with Deepika Padukone and
Ranveer Singh. The Instagram
head also gave fans a peek into

’ Instagram which featured his selfie
with the couple at a Mumb:e
restaurant. q
The photo seems to have been taken
by Ranveer Singh. It captures th
trio smiling, looking at the ca
for a beautiful click. Sharing tl
picture, Mosseri wrote, “I go
meet the amazing and charisni
power couple that is De
Padukone and Ranveer Si
evening in Bombay, and en
some unreal food at Papa’s in

Mumbai.”
Shraddha Kapoor’s last film was Amar Kaushik’s

horror-comedy Stree 2. The film featured her
alongside Rajkummar Rao., Pankaj Tripathi,
Abhishek Banerjee and Aparshakti Khurana. It is the
fourth installment in the Maddock Supernatural
Universe and the second in the franchise. Upon 1t$

release last year, Stree 2 emerged as the highest=
grossing Hindi film of 2024.Shraddha Kapoor is yet

to announce her next project.

their dinner outing via a post on

media.

In her caption, she wrote, “Thanks Simone for the
lovely evening, bestest hostess ever, was fun
catching up with all my old buddies. Warmest
Khan sisters.”

The dinner was attended by several well-known
personalities, including actress Dia Mirza. Gauri
Khan kept her look casual yet sophisticated, opting
for a classic white shirt paired with ripped blue
denim jeans. She accessorised her outfit with gold
hoop earrings and a delicate necklace, creating a
polished yet relaxed ensemble.

Sussanne Khan made a stylish statement in a tan-
coloured denim jumpsuit featuring a strapless,
corset-style top with prominent seaming and wide-
leg trousers. The slightly distressed fabric added a
contemporary edge to the vintage-inspired outfit.
She elevated the look with bold gold jewellery,
including a chunky bracelet and a statement ring,
perfectly blending modern and retro aesthetics.

Dia Mirza opted for a traditional ensemble for the
evening. She wore a bright yellow kurta adorned
with red and orange floral or abstract motifs. The
straight-fit kurta, featuring long sleeves, appeared
to be made from a lightweight fabric ideal for
warmer weather. She paired it with white leggings
and brown sandals, striking an elegant balance
between festive and casual style,

The gathering also saw the presence of other well-
known personalities, including Farah Khan Ali
and Tanisha Mukherji, adding to the evening’s
star-studded ambience.

In professional developments, Sussanne Khan has
recently expanded her interior design enterprise
with the launch of The Charcoal Project in
Hyderabad. Gauri Khan has collaborated with her
on one of the floors in the store, reflecting their
shared design vision and sensibilities.
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