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Alia Bhatt Steps
Out After Gym...
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What inspires
and limits us

Mind and body are the two pillars that sustain human
existence. A sportsperson spends a lifetime
perfecting his body to the demands of his chosen
sport to achieve excellence. In the limitless vast
space of the human mind, there is no goal which is
not achievable. One can imagine flying to the Alps
and conquering the Himalayas or falling into the
depths of despair without blinking an eye. It is said
if body and mind are in sync, no hurdle, howsoever
difficult, is insurmountable. The world is a crucible
in which human bodies are shaped and new ideas
forged. If we assume that sport is a metaphor for
life, one would realise that if the mind and the body
work at cross-purposes, success can never be
achieved. Sport is as much about how to deal with
the fault lines of your emotional conditioning as it
is about perfecting your physical skills.

Mindfulness is the new-age mantra, that magic
potion which can keep you off all traumas of the
past and anxieties of an imagined distressing
future. Be present in the present and all worries
will dissolve, the Buddha said 2,500 years ago. |
am a regular visitor to a Buddhist meditation
centre where, surprisingly, the young and restless
flock more than those whom age has left withered
and helpless. Fear of the future, endless
distractions and very little human contact in a
world driven by the faceless social media has
forced them into searching for an escape route that
their present life denies them.

Among the many young seeking stillness and
training in single-pointed attention was a
professional golfer. He was struggling with his
game, which had more to do with an afflicted mind
that lacked focus. He was not seeking salvation but
ways to keep his mind reined in so that he could
perform to his potential on a golf course. Many
years later, I met one of India’s most lethal strikers
of the cricket ball, who is now retired from the
game and like most of his ilk, spending his time
playing golf. Many say he is so good that he can
turn pro. Is he thinking of becoming a professional
golfer? “No, [ want to enjoy my golf. Don’t want to
take pressure anymore.” Pressure on a man who hit
six sixes in a T20 international? Success comes ata
cost.The aspiring sportspersons require as much
technical coaching as they need mind, or more
appropriately, emotional coaching. Our five
senses are our gateway to the world and every
person has a unique neurology which gets
expressed through verbal and non-verbal
language. A distinctive psychological training
method called the Neuro Linguistic Programme
(NLP) to deal with the emotional issues that
sportspersons have to deal with, puts these sensory
perceptions at the centre of its research to solve
their problems. It is a field which deciphers a
person’s trauma through the body and muscular
movements.One of the practitioners of this
method is the bright, articulate Rukhsar Saleem,
who is helping out with a hockey coaching
programme being conducted at Delhi’s Shivaji
Stadium for underprivileged children by K
Arumugam, better known for the hockey book he
wrote on India’s 1975 World Cup win.

Rukhsar was a business journalist who shifted gears,
did her Masters course in NLP to understand
human behaviour patterns and says that each
person has a unique programming of neuro-
linguistics in their bodies. One of the established
facts of this programme is the dictum: “Feelings
live in the mind (brain), emotions live in your
muscles.”According to her, three of the five senses
— visual, auditory and kinaesthetic — are the
robust and dominant ones to receive any
information. Each person has an innate or acquired
preference (either due to culture or practice) to
imbibe information from the outside environment.
“So a good coach identifies how that information
has been received and helps the sportsperson use
that as a resource and bypass un-resourceful
information to optimise performance under
pressure. For example, in the case of Virat Kohli,
the ease in his body movements and the ability to
keep seeing around the field even when he is not
batting, are strong indicators of him being
extremely visual and kinaesthetic.

The jury may still be out on whether India is an
elected dictatorship, but it should be unanimous on
the fact that it is a bureaucratic diktat-orship. For the
past few years, our ministries and their pen-pushers,
denuded of any role in sane policy formulation,
have been passing their time in issuing all
kinds of diktats on a daily basis, with
damaging effects on us citizens. So we
have to contend with new rules every
second day, on KYC, motor vehicles,
FASTags, pollution under control (PUC)
certificates, on PAN, Aadhaar, voter I-
card, phone and electricity meter linkages,
demat accounts, tax revisions,
nominations and anything else that
catches their fancy. These rules are made
without any consultation with the
stakeholders and usually lack any sense or
logic. A few will suffice to prove my point.

Take the latest diktat in the NCR region: all
vehicles should affix a petrol/diesel/EV
sticker on their windshields so that the
cops can identify them BVR (Beyond
Visual Range) in the manner of fighter
jets. Non-compliant vehicles will be
denied PUCs and fuel, and will be fined,
too, for good measure. To add to our
misery and confusion, no one has a clue where these
stickers are available! Even Grok cannot figure out
why this is necessary. If the cops need to see
everything at a glance, then soon we may be asked
to stick everything on the windshield — driving
licence, registration, insurance, PUC, Aadhaar and

Amid heightened cross-border tensions

Former DGP Punjab Julio Ribeiro offers a part

Adding to the above perspective is the military

IT’s heartening to hear a voice of sanity when anger

ICYMI #TheTribune Opinion: Should we go in for war or do we have other alternatives

Measures taken by India, like halting water flow, blocking YouTube channels of famous Pakistani artistes and cricket stars, aim at crippling Pakistan

following the Pahalgam terror attack, India has
been exerting relentless pressure on Pakistan.
Measures taken by India, like halting water |
flow, blocking YouTube channels of famous
Pakistani artistes and cricket stars, banning
imports and suspending shipping and postal
services, are aimed at crippling Pakistan while
keeping the military option as the last
resort. That is the question The Tribune Editor-
in-Chief Jyoti Malhotra has asked in her
OPED piece How to solve a problem like
Pakistan. With his ‘friend’ Donald Trump
walking the middle path and his enemy
Pakistan hell-bent on trying to internationalise
the issue, PM Narendra Modi has the
realisation that his legacy will be affected by
how he deals with his belligerent, trouble-
stoking western neighbour. The next few days,
probably even weeks, are going to be the ¢
toughest for him, she writes.

solution about Kashmir through his article Win |
over locals to combat terror. He shares his own
experience in Punjab, where farmers started
informing the police about the presence of
terrorists in villages that helped the police
crack down on them. When a state is afflicted
with terrorism, local conditions have to be
studied before plans are made and in terrorism-
affected areas, you can’t let your guard down
even foramoment.

standpoint of former deputy chief of army staff
Lt Gen Harwant Singh (retd), who in his article
Avoid strike against Pakistan. It could escalate into war.
The better option is to prepare well at the LoC to face any
mischief by Pakistan, which hasn’t understood even after
the suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty that it needs to
focus on economic progress.Taking us further is the
former Northern Army commander Lt Gen DS Hooda

J&K POLICE
DISTRICT AMANTNAG
AT YOUR SERVICE

ante at the time of a foreign dignitary’s visit to India to
draw international attention, holding post-midnight press
conferences and crying wolf to draw attention to
unimportant details, and asking for a neutral inquiry. But
he writes that in India-Pakistan matters, sometimes
backchannel diplomacy has proved effective.

(retd) through his OPED article, Drones are changing war Highlighting a more immediate and assertive policy shift,

and India must catch up and he answers a pertinent
question: Are we battle ready? Of course, we are. But it is
a reality that drone warfare has become a central feature
of modern combat so much so that special drone units and
counter-drone units will have to be created within all three
armed forces, he writes.

Meanwhile, former diplomat Syed Akbaruddin adds a

different dimension to the issue. He writes in his article,
Pakistan ‘s old playbook in a new crisis that our western
neighbour is using the same old playbook—upping the

and hatred are sweeping the country after the
Pahalgam massacre. Himanshi Narwal, whose
husband, naval officer Lt Vinay Narwal, was gunned
down by terrorists in the Baisaran meadow, wants
nobody except the perpetrators punished. “We don’t
want people going after Muslims and Kashmiris,”
she said at a blood donation camp organised on May
1 to commemorate Vinay’s birth anniversary. She
chose the occasion to make a fervent appeal for peace
and communal harmony, in stark contrast to the !
rabble-rousers who are baying for the blood of
Muslims, particularly Kashmiris.Himanshi has sent
out a clear message to the bigots who are exploiting a

national tragedy to target a minority community. A
disturbing case has been reported from Agra, where a
self-proclaimed cow vigilante allegedly shot dead a
Muslim biryani vendor and later declared on social
media that the murder was ‘retribution’ for the

Pahalgam attack. The

India suspended the Indus Waters Treaty that survived
four wars, countless skirmishes and deep-rooted enmity.
What message does it send? When core interests are
threatened, no agreement is beyond revision writes Uttam
Kumar Sinha in his article Indus Waters Treaty needs to be
renewed.Let’s shift focus from Pakistan to our eastern
neighbour China. It is consistently trying to portray a
picture of neutrality post-Pahalgam massacre, not to miss
that it is supporting Pakistan as part of a transactional
approach. In his OPED piece, China’s calculated

Voice of sanity

Massacre victim’s widow roots for peace

reluctance of political and

Diktat-orship of the bureaucratic mind

We have to contend with new rules every second day... These rules are made without any consultation with the stakeholders and usually lack any sense or logic

the wife’s photograph. In which case accident
fatalities will double to 300,000 per annum, since
the driver won’t be able to see anything through the
windshield!Noida introduced a mandatory pets
registration policy a couple of years back via an

app. One has to feed in particulars (and a photo) of
the pet, address, owner’s name, vaccination proof.
So far so good. But then, it also demands the
owner’s photo and Aadhaar details. Why, for God’s
sake? It is the dog which is being registered, not the
owner, surely. And what happens if the owner’s
photo doesn’t match that on the Aadhaar, or

resembles that of the dog? I have a friend who looks

uncannily like his pet, a pedigreed bulldog, and

there’s every chance of the two photos getting

mixed up, in which case the app will probably insist

that my friend take the anti-rabies and distemper
shots too, as a matter of abundant
caution! Why not keep the whole thing
simple?

It would appear that Noida is
exceptionally endowed with cerebral
bureaucrats: sometime back, another
diktat was issued that required all
buildings on arterial roads to illuminate
30 per cent of their exterior facades at
night, to present a beautiful nightscape.
Another ill-thought-out intervention,
and completely unnecessary at a time
when power consumption is going up by
almost 10 per cent per annum. It will add
to the electricity bills of the residents,
but even more important, it pushes up
power consumption precisely at the
time of day when the power load is at its
highest! And it’s all thermal power,
because renewables are not available at
night. Such a policy is in total

contradiction to the national power policy, which is

trying to reduce dependence on coal-based power,
currently at 70 per cent of the total power generated.

It also bucks the global trend of reducing city

lighting so as to lessen the heat island effect, cause

less disturbance to nocturnal creatures, especially
birds, and lower the stress that excessive lighting

neutrality on Pahalgam, Jabin T Jacob writes that for the
moment, China doesn’t want to complicate ties with the
US or India. The India-Pakistan conflict would drain both
the countries and it is a win-win situation for China, he
writes.Meanwhile, shifting from geopolitical tensions to
the war of technologies being waged by various countries,
science commentator Dinesh C Sharma gives warning
signs to the Indian government in his article Don’t miss
the chip bus again. He writes that India should not neglect
research & development for developing and testing
semiconductor technology, which is the backbone of
products ranging from automobiles, mobile phones,
missiles, and whatnot. The Covid pandemic had triggered
a shortage of semiconductor chips, which was the first
wake-up call to India and now the tariff war is the second
such warning. India needs to take a mission approach if it
wants to stay in the race, and boost the economy, which in
turn will boost our defence as well.

religious leaders to condemn such vengeful

crimes and hate speech is inexcusable — it
threatens our secular fabric, which is already
fraying at the edges.

The communal killings in Pahalgam were aimed at
escalating Hindu-Muslim tensions and
disturbing peace not only in J&K but across the
country. Such nefarious designs can only be
scuttled with a collective resolve. Gurmehar
Kaur, whose father died fighting terrorists in
J&K in 1999, has wisely said that the true defeat
of terrorism comes when we refuse to let
violence divide us. In the best interests of the
nation, citizens should firmly shun those who
are adding fuel to the fire. Central and state
governments must crack down on the elements
who are bent on making innocents pay for the
heinous acts of terrorists. Only a united India can
deal terrorism a crushing blow.

causes to humans. Did the authorities even consider
these factors, one wonders? Have they not heard of
light pollution and the global trend to reduce
it?There is now a wave among city administrations
to ban the humble tandoor, allegedly because it adds
to air pollution. Cities in MP, Maharashtra and UP
have already issued orders to this effect. Tandoors
are used primarily by bakeries and restaurants
serving Mughlai food, and there would probably be
a few hundred of them in every large city — as
compared to millions of vehicles! I have not come
across any report or study carried out by any of
these cities to establish that tandoors are a major
source of pollution, compared to the major polluters
— vehicles, construction, road dust, burning of
garbage and waste. Nothing meaningful is ever
done to tackle the major polluters, but the tandoors
are an easy target, as all low-hanging fruits are. The
ban endangers one of our traditional, popular and
distinctive forms of cuisine, one copied across the
world: could that be the real motive behind these
bans, I sometimes wonder? And will they also ban
cooking at home since PNG/CNG also releases
significant quantities of nitrogen dioxide,
according to studies by the universities of Oxford
and York? It is estimated that 40,000 persons die
every year in the UK because of this. And cows too
for good measure as their flatulence releases vast
amounts of methane?As a popular meme goes,
scientists tell us the universe is made up of protons,
electrons and neurons. They forgot to mention
morons. And protons and neurons don’t stand a
chance against them.
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Why risk is relative, but
caution is universal

New Delhi Sell in May and go away’ is an old stock
market adage. Studies over five decades on the US
S&P 500, a benchmark index of top 500 American
companies, show that returns were an average of 4%
lower between May and October than between
November and April in a year. That is primarily a
case applicable to US markets due to local factors.
This stock market strategy also affected financial
markets that were dependent on global capital flows.

Over the past two years, India’s stock markets have
been less dependent on foreign capital flows as
significant money has moved into equities from
domestic retail and institutional investors. Domestic
investors are bound to buy only Indian equities. As a
result, their steady direct and indirect monthly flows
put a cushion at the bottom. Even if foreigners sell,
locals will not. They may not buy more equity only if
valuations are rich. Now, the most significant risk to
Indian markets is valuation. Both foreign and
domestic investors think Indian markets are richly
valued compared to their profit growth prospects.

That brings us to the issue of risk in the market. The
stock market is driven by greed and fear. Right now,
despite rich valuations, foreigners are buying more
Indian equities. They are trying to find quality
companies that still offer good entry points. While
valuation as a risk is a relative term, it is probably the
consideration. India is probably the least affected
country by the Trump trade wars. In the latest World
Economic Outlook, the International Monetary
Fund, a global lending agency, has marginally cut
India’s growth rate for 2025-26. India remains the
fastest-growing large economy at 6.2% (rather than
6.5% previously).

World Bank ED
Parameswaran lyer to

represent India at IMF
board

New Delhi. Parameswaran Iyer, Executive Director at
the World Bank, has been temporarily entrusted with
the responsibility of being India’s nominee director
on the board of International Monetary Fund (IMF)
ahead of a crucial May 9 meeting, sources said.

Iyer’s nomination was necessitated to fill a vacancy
created with the termination of services of K V
Subramanian as the executive director at the IMF,
six months ahead ofhis three-year tenure.

The government’s decision assumes significance as
the IMF Executive Board will meet on May 9, to take
a call on anew USD 1.3 billion loan under a climate
resilience loan programme, along with the first
review of the ongoing USD 7 billion bailout package
for Pakistan.It is to be noted that India is making
efforts to corner Pakistan diplomatically and at
various global fora as New Delhi believes its
involvement in the Pahalgam terror attack that led to
killing of 26 tourists last month.According to
sources, had India not nominated Iyer, the alternate
executive director Harischandra Pahath Kumbure
Gedara of Sri Lanka would have discharged duties
of ED as per the rules of the Washington-based
multilateral funding agency.The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet has terminated
Subramanian’s services effective April 30,2025.

Ather Energy IPO to list
tomorrow. Check allotment
status, latest GMP

NEW DELHI. Ather Energy is all set to debut on the
stock market tomorrow, Tuesday, May 6, following
the finalisation of'its [PO allotment process.

The Bengaluru-based electric scooter maker, backed
by investors like Tiger Global, is preparing for its
market debut amid mixed signals from the grey
market.

LATEST GMP

As of Monday, the grey market premium (GMP) for
Ather Energy stood at Rs 7 per share, indicating an
expected listing price of around Rs 328, which is
just 2.18% higher than the upper price band of Rs
321.The modest premium reflects a slight cooling
from earlier expectations, as the GMP has
gradually declined in recent sessions, suggesting a
muted or flat debut for the stock.

CHECKALLOTMENT STATUS

For those who applied for the IPO, allotment results
have been finalised. If you’ve been allocated
shares, they’ll be credited to your demat account
today, May 5.Refunds for non-allottees are also
being processed today. Want to double-check your
status? You can do that via:BSE Website

Visitbseindia.com

Select ‘Equity’ and choose ‘ Ather Energy Limited’

Enter your application number and PAN

Fill in the captcha and hit ‘Submit’

Link Intime India (Registrar)

Head to linkintime.co.in

Pick Ather Energy from the dropdown

Enter either your PAN, application number, or demat
detailsComplete the captcha and submit

Ather IPO subscription details

Ather Energy’s IPO, which ran from April 28 to April
30, involved a mix of fresh equity worth Rs 2,626
crore and an offer for sale (OFS) of 1.1 crore
shares.The PO saw a 1.43x subscription rate by
the end of Day 3, with retail investors subscribing
1.78 times, qualified institutional buyers (QIBs) at
1.70 times, and non-institutional investors (NIIs) at
0.66 times.

Adani Ports shares jump 7% after Q4
results. Check target price, other details

Adani Ports stock climbed to Rs

1,355 from its previous close of Rs

the company reported robust March
quarter earnings and posted healthy
operational growth in April, prompting
several brokerages to raise their target

1,267.05, up 6.90% on the
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE). The
upmove came after the company
reported robust March quarter
earnings and posted healthy
operational growth in April,
prompting several brokerages to

raise their target prices.
—— ]

prices.Adani Ports reported a 50%
year-on-year jump in consolidated net
profit at Rs 3,023 crore for Q4FY25.
Revenue from operations grew 23% to
Rs 8,488 crore, while EBITDA rose
24% to Rs 5,006 crore, driven by
volume growth and margin
expansion.In its April business update,
the company said it handled 37.5
million metric tonnes of cargo, up 4%
year-on-year, led by a 21% rise in
container volumes and an 8% uptick in
liquids and gas. Logistics rail volumes
rose 17%, and GPWIS cargo moved
up 4% compared to last year.

New Delhi. Shares of Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone (APSEZ) rallied nearly 7%
on Monday, leading the broader surge in
Adani Group stocks.The stock climbed to
Rs 1,355 from its previous close of Rs
1,267.05, up 6.90% on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE). The upmove came after

Kotak Mahindra Bank tumbles over 5%
after Q4 miss. Buy, hold or sell

New Delhi. Kotak Mahindra Bank
shares tumbled more than 5 percent on
Monday after the lender’s March
quarter earnings fell short of
expectations, prompting multiple
brokerages to downgrade the
stock.Despite some positives in asset
quality, softer loan growth and
pressure on core income metrics
weighed on investor sentiment,
especially after the recent rally in
the stock.Net interest income (NII),
pre-provision operating profit
(PPOP), and net profit all missed
consensus estimates in Q4, raising
concerns over near-term growth
momentum. While asset quality
improved—with slippages easing
for a second straight quarter and the
provision coverage ratio (PCR)
climbing from 73% to 78% —analysts
flagged valuation concerns.Nomura
India downgraded the stock to
'Neutral', citing limited upside from
current levels. “KMB now trades at 1.9
times FY27 estimated book value per
share. We see constrained upside and
revise our target to Rs 2,200 from Rs

SBI share price dips nearly 2% after
Q4 profit miss. Buy, hold or sell

New Delhi. Shares of State Bank of N

Brokerages were quick to respond. Nuvama

Institutional Equities maintained its buy
call on Adani Ports with a target price of Rs
1,810, citing robust growth from the marine
and logistics segments and a confident
FY26 outlook.Motilal Oswal also retained
its buy rating, projecting the company to
grow at 1.5 to 2 times India’s cargo volume

2,110,” it said in a note.Brokerage
Nirmal Bang echoed a similar view.
After a 15% rally in the past two
months, the upside appears capped.
“The slowdown in loan growth in
Q4FY25 is concerning. We are
downgrading the stock from ‘Buy’ to
‘Hold’,” it said.Nuvama flagged the

2,3

its

2%

weakest core NII growth among large
private peers, up just 1 percent
sequentially and 8 percent year-on-
year, missing estimates by 2.5%.
“Despite a 20% rally post Q3 earnings
and positives on growth and NIM, the
current valuation looks stretched. We
raise our EPS and target price to Rs

GD

uns

et interest income (NII) rose 2.7%

downgrade to ‘Hold’,” it said.
HDFC Institutional Equities maintained

moderated expectations. “We cut
FY25 and FY26 earnings estimates by

modest growth. However, we maintain

stronger traction in consumer and

muted numbers.

over the next few years. The brokerage said
the logistics business would strengthen last-
mile connectivity and forecast an 11%
growth in cargo volumes between FY25 and

FY27. It set a price target of Rs 1,550.The
rally wasn’t limited to Adani Ports. Shares
of Adani Enterprises gained 3.5% to Rs
2,372.85 after the company posted a
staggering 753% year-on-year jump in
consolidated net profit at Rs 3,845 crore in
Q4.While revenue declined 8% to Rs 26,966
crore, the board recommended a dividend of
Rs 1.30 per share for FY25.Adani Green
Energy also participated in the rally, rising

50 (2.7x FY26E BV) but

bullish view, albeit with slightly

due to pressure on margins and

a ‘Buy’ rating, revising our
SOTP-based target price to Rs
2,325, the brokerage said. It
added that Kotak’s ambitions to
become the third-largest private
bank would keep investments
elevated.Meanwhile, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services
retained a ‘Buy’ rating with a
more aggressive target of Rs
2,500. It said growth is likely to
rebound to 1.5-2 times nominal
P over the medium term, led by

ecured loans. The brokerage also

sees the recent lifting of the RBI’s card
issuance ban as a positive that could
boost customer acquisition and help
sustain yields as interest rates decline.

3.35% to Rs 936. The company reported a

53.3% jump in net profit at Rs 230 crore,

with revenue up 20.8% at Rs 3,053 crore. Its

EBITDA rose 30% to Rs 2,382 crore, with
margns expanding to 78%.

Analysts highlighted the company’s robust
commissioning of 3.3 GW capacity during
FY25 and its strong pipeline of 33 GW
locked-in capacity. Emkay Global
maintained its buy rating with a target of
Rs 1,500, while ICICI Securities pegged
its fair value at Rs 1,150.Adani Power
gained nearly 3% despite reporting a 4%
decline in Q4 net profit to Rs 2,637 crore.
Revenue rose 6.5% year-on-year to Rs
14,237 crore. The company’s full-year
capacity stood at 17.6 GW, and the
management reiterated its target of

ramping up to 30.7 GW by 2030. Jefferies

retained a buy rating with a target of Rs 690,

while Ventura Securities cited the urgency

of bolstering thermal power in the face of

rising electricity demand and forecasted a

target of Rs 806.Shares of Adani Total Gas

rose 4.35% to Rs 625.15 in early trade, while

Adani Energy Solutions jumped over 3% to

Rs935.65.

Sensex rises over 500
points. 3 reasons why stock

market is rising

New Delhi.Benchmark stock market indices
extended gains after a strong opening on
Monday. The BSE Sensex was trading 516.47
points higher at 81,018.46, while the NSE
Nifty50 was up 170.15 points to 24,516.85 at
10:37 am.Most of the broader market indices also
gained during the session, indicating the positive
momentum on Dalal Street.Here are the three
major reasons why the stock market is rising
today:After being aggressive sellers earlier this
year, foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) have
flipped to strong buyers over the past few weeks.
In just 12 sessions, they’ve pumped over Rs
40,000 crore into Indian equities, reversing the
Rs 1.29 lakh crore worth of outflows seen in the
first three months of 2025.Dr. VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at Geojit Financial
Services, said, "This marks a major pivot in FII
strategy and will impartresilience to the market.”
Analysts say this FPI pivot, driven by a stable
rupee, sector rotation, and improved dollar-
adjusted returns, is lending resilience to the rally.

India (SBI) slipped nearly 2% in early
trade on Monday after the lender
reported weaker-than-expected
earnings for the March quarter.SBI's
share price was down 1.54% to Rs
787.75 on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) at 10:04 am. Earlier
in the trading session, the stock
declined to Rs 783 on the BSE,
marking its sixth consecutive session
in the red. It has now lost over 2.16%
in the past five trading days, though it
remains up more than 5% in the last
month.The public sector lender
reported a 10% year-on-year decline
in net profit for the fourth quarter of
FY25, coming in at Rs 18,642.6 crore
compared to Rs 20,698.4 crore in the
year-ago period. The miss on the
bottom line was driven largely by a
contraction in margins and an increase
in provisioning, even as operational
performance remained strong.

year-on-year to Rs 42,775 crore, but
pressure on margins was evident with
the net interest margin (NIM) on
domestic loans falling by 32 basis
points to 3.15%. Operating profit for
the quarter came in at Rs 31,286 crore,
up nearly 9% from the previous year,
reflecting strength in core banking
operations.The bank’s asset quality
improved further, with gross non-
performing assets (NPAs) declining to
1.82% and net NPAs easing to 0.47%.
Loan loss provisions, however, rose
20.3% to Rs 3,964 crore, weighing on
net profitability. Loan growth
moderated to 12% year-on-year,
largely due to repayments in the
corporate segment, while deposit
growth remained sluggish at around 9
to 10%.SBI also declared a dividend
of Rs 15.90 per share along with its
earnings report, which could provide
some relief to investors amid the

BUY,HOLD ORSELL?

Despite the earnings miss, most
brokerages remain positive on SBI’s
long-term prospects. JPMorgan has
maintained an ‘Overweight’ rating on
the stock with a price target of Rs 915,
expecting any dip triggered by short-
term margin pressure to present a
buying opportunity.CLSA has an
‘Outperform’ rating with a higher
price target of Rs 1,050, though it has
trimmed earnings estimates by 4
percent, citing slower loan growth and
some compression in margins.
Bernstein remains more cautious,
assigning a ‘Market-Perform’ rating
and a target of Rs 900, while UBS has
a ‘Neutral’ call with a target of Rs 840.

Emkay Global has cut its FY26-27
earnings estimates by 4 to 5 percent
and revised its price target down from
Rs 1,025 to Rs 975, but continues to

Robust macro trends and GST windfall

India’s macro backdrop is strengthening. GST
collections hit a record Rs 2.37 lakh crore in
April, up 12.6% year-on-year, signalling buoyant
consumption and tax compliance.

Meanwhile, the dollar index has dropped
sharply—from 111 in January to below
100—easing pressure on emerging markets.
Softer crude prices and a stable currency have
also added to India’s relative attractiveness.

Improving global sentiment and technical
optimismOptimism around a possible thaw in
global trade tensions, especially between the US
and China, has lifted investor mood.
Domestically, Q4 results have been largely
positive, and analysts see room for the rally to
extend. Gift Nifty trends and Wall Street’s nine-
session winning streak also set a strong tone.

On the charts, bulls are now eyeing a break above
24,858, with support seen near 24,150.Despite
lingering geopolitical concerns following
India—Pakistan border skirmishes.

recommend a ‘Buy.

India-UK trade pact talks may take more time as
cerfain issues remain unresolved: Sources

India-UK Trade Deal: The three
pacts under negotiation are -- FTA,
bilateral investment agreement
(BIT), and social security pact
(officially dubbed as Double
Contribution Convention
Agreement).

New Delhi. The conclusion of negotiations
for three pacts, including the proposed
free trade agreement (FTA) between
India and the UK may take some more
time, as both sides are yet to resolve
certain outstanding issues, sources said.

There are four or five issues in the three
pacts that the two countries are
negotiating, they added. The three pacts
under negotiation are — FTA, bilateral
investment agreement (BIT), and social
security pact (officially dubbed as
Double Contribution Convention
Agreement).The progress of talks were
recently reviewed during meetings

between Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and UK
Secretary of State for Business and
Trade Jonathan Reynolds last week in
London.“Certain critical issues are still
there. Some more meetings would
happen,” one of the sources said.Issues
that may need some more discussions
included sunset clause in the BIT,
UK’s new carbon tax, and data
localisation.The two sides were
preparing to announce the closure of
these negotiations on April 29 in
London but differences cropped up at
the last minute.oyal concluded his two-
day visit to London on April 29. He
then visited Oslo (Norway) and
Brussels before returning to London
on May 2. The minister is reaching the
national capital on Sunday.Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on April 9
wrapped up the 13th Ministerial India-
UK Economic and Financial Dialogue
(EFD) with her British counterpart
Chancellor Rachel Reeves on a positive
note and expressed eagerness to conclude
the agreement negotiations soon.Earlier
on February 24, Goyal and UK Secretary
of State for Business and Trade Jonathan

D

Reynolds had announced the resumption
of negotiations for the proposed FTA
between the countries.

The talks resumed after a gap of over eight
months. So far, 14 rounds of talks have
been completed which were launched on
January 13, 2022.In FTAs, two countries

either eliminate or significantly reduce
customs duties on maximum goods
traded between them. They also ease
norms for promoting trade in services
and bilateral investments.The Indian
industry is demanding greater access for
its skilled professionals from sectors like
IT and healthcare in the UK market,
besides market access for several goods

at nil customs duty.On the other hand, the
UK is seeking a significant cut in import
duties on goods such as scotch whiskey,
electric vehicles, lamb meat, chocolates,
and certain confectionary items.Britain is
also looking for more opportunities for
UK services in Indian markets in
segments like
telecommunications, legal and
financial services, including
banking and insurance.There are
26 chapters in the agreement,
which includes goods, services,
investments and intellectual
property rights.The bilateral
trade between India and the UK
increased to USD 21.34 billion
in 2023-24 from USD 20.36
billion in 2022-23. The average
duty on goods imported from
India into the UK is 4.2 per
cent.According to economic think tank
GTRI, items including textiles, apparel
(shirts, trousers, women’s dresses, bed
linen), footwear, carpets, cars, marine
products, grapes, and mangoes would
benefit from the pact, as these products
face relatively low to moderate tariffs in
the UK.
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As Pahalgam's poster child of justice faces

hate, women panel's ’rough message
“ NEW DELHLSItting in stoic silence - :

beside the body of her Navy officer
husband, killed in the Pahalgam terror
attack. she became the face of the tragedy.
However, the outpouring of support for
Himanshi Narwal soon turned into hate on
social media after she asked people not to
target Muslims and Kashmiris.Amid
relentless trolls and abuse, the National
Commussion for Women (NCW) has
eventually stepped in, urging restraint. In
a strongly worded statement, the women's
panel asserted that it was wrong to troll a
woman based on her ideological
expression or personal life.

"After the death of Lieutenant Vinay Narwal, the
way his wife Himanshi Narwal is being
criticised on social media in relation to one of
her statements is unfortunate and
condemnable," the NCW statement posted on X
said. The NCW said disagreement must always

e expressed with decency and within
constitutional limits even though it admitted that
her remarks might not have resonated with many
people."Targeting a woman for her ideological thousands of others on social media,

Jammu jails on high alert, security tightened
after intel on terror strike: Sources

These jails currently house several high-profile terrorists and their associates, who are known to provide support to terrorists through logistical
help, shelter, and by facilitating their muvemenl even |f they are not dueclly involved in attacks.

New Delhi. Sources have indicated a Security Force (CISF) met with top
possible threat of terror strikes on jails officials of the security grid in
in Jammu and Kashmir, prompting a Srinagar on Sunday to assess the
significant increase in security situation. The CISF took over the
measures. Intelligence inputs suggest security of Jammu and Kashmir jails
that high-security facilities such as from the CRPF in October
Srinagar Central Jail and Kot Balwal [&& 2023.More than a week after the
Jail in Jammu could be potential Pahalgam attack, NIA sources earlier
targets.These jails currently house indicated that the terrorists may still
several high-profile terrorists and be hiding in south Kashmir.Sources
sleeper cell members, who are known closely tracking the investigation
to provide support to terrorists said there is credible input
through logistical help, shelter, and by suggesting that more terrorists may still

India begins work on 2
hydropower projects in

Kashmir, blindsides Pak: Report

people going after Muslims and Kashmiris.
We want peace and justice. People who have
done wrong with him should be punished."
Himanshi, who was married just six days
before the attack, said.Her comments soon
invited a wave of criticism on social media,
which supported her just a week ago as her
image went viral from the Baisaran
meadow.

While one user claimed she was using the
incident as an opportunity to "climb the
social and political ladder", another asked
"what changed her mind". "She should have
been shot," another user commented.

Some even pointed out how she could look so

"stable" in videos following the attack, saying

"she never seemed shocked"."It feels it was a

set-up with her involvement. Security agencies

should check her background," another said. A

third remarked, "This is not secularism. This is

openly supporting Islamist terrorists and their
actions."However, Himanshi received support
from All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen

(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin Owaisi and

The outpourlnq of
support for
Himanshi Narwal,
wife of a Navy
officer killed in
the Pahalgam
terror attack,
soon turned into
hate on social
media after she
asked people not
to target Muslims
and Kashmiris.

NEW DELHI. India has begun work to boost
reservoir holding capacity at two
hydroelectric projects in the Himalayan
region of Kashmir, sources with knowledge of
the matter told Reuters, after fresh tension
with Pakistan led it to suspend a water-sharing
pact.The work represents the first tangible
step by India to operate outside agreements
covered by the Indus Waters Treaty. unbroken
since 1960 despite three wars and several
other conflicts between the nuclear-armed
rivals.

Last month, however, New Delhi suspended the
pact that ensures supply to 80 per cent of
Pakistani farms after an attack in Kashmir
killed 26, and it identified two of the three
assailants as Pakistani.Islamabad has
threatened international legal action over the
suspension and denied any role in the attack,
warning, "Any attempt to stop or divert the
flow of water belonging to Pakistan ... will be
considered as an act of war".A "reservoir
flushing" process to remove sediment began
on Thursday, carried out by India's biggest
hydropower company, state-run NHPC Lid
and authorities in the federal territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, the three sources
said. The work may not immediately threaten
supply to Pakistan, which depends on rivers
flowing through India for much of its
irrigation and hydropower., but it could
eventually be affected if other projects launch
similar efforts.

expression or personal life in such a manner is
completely unacceptable," the NCW said even
as it underlined that the country was "hurt and
angry" by the heinous act in Pahalgam.

WHAT HIMANSHI NARWAL SAID

The online hate against Himanshi started with an
interview last week. Despite being in grief,
Himanshi emphasised that people should not
target Muslims and Kashmiris for the Pahalgam
attack, which left 26 dead."We don’t want

Ex-Haryana Congress MLA
arrested by ED in Rs 1,500-crore
money laundering case

New Delhi. The Enforcement Directorate has arrested
former Haryana Congress MLA Dharam Singh Chhoker
from Delhi in connection with a major money
laundering case. Chhoker and his company are accused
of laundering nearly Rs 1.500 crore under the Deen
Dayal Awas Yojana.Sikandar Singh, along with his

father, is accused of

defrauding over 1.500

home buyers and

siphoning Rs 400 crore
by booking fake
construction
expenditures in a real

terror associates Nisar and Mushtagq,
who were also linked to an Army
vehicle attack case.

estate firm. He was
arrested by the
Enforcement
Directorate in March
last year. However, he
was Seén l'Oi].]Tli]'lg
freely outside a
hospital in Rohtak in
October last year, despite ongoing legal battles.In
March 2024, Sikandar was arrested by the ED, but after
his bail plea was rejected by the Punjab and Haryana
High Court, he reportedly faked illness to avoid jail
time. The ED took control of the investigation in 2023
after an FIR was filed by the Gurugram police, accusing
the duo of orchestrating a large-scale fraud through their
company, Mihira Group.
Their project in Sector 68, Gurugram, aimed at affordable
housing, failed to deliver, despite collecting
approximately Rs 363 crore from homebuyers.

Why not Fatehpur Sikri also?
Top court rejects Mughal
heir's claim on Red Fort

New Delhi. The Supreme Court on Monday rejected a
petition filed by a woman who claimed to be the

descendant of Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar
and sought the possession of the Red Fort, citing her

lineage.Calling the petition completely

facilitating their movement, even if
they are not directly involved in
attacks.

In connection with the ongoing
Pahalgam terror probe in which 26
people died, the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) recenily questioned

According to sources,

Following the

intelligence alerts, the security setup of

the jails was reviewed, and measures
have been strengthened to prevent any
untoward incident.

the Director

General of the Central Industral

be hiding in the region. They added that
during the attack on April 22 in
Pahalgam's Baisaran valley, there were

There are more than half a dozen such projects
in the region.
India did not inform Pakistan about the work at

suspicions of additional terrorists
maintaining a distance, possibly to
provide cover-fire in case security
forces attempted a rapid response.

Congress leader taunts Centre with nimbu-
mirchi on ioy Rufule BJP feels the burn

New Delhi. A political firestorm
erupted on Monday after Uttar
Pradesh Congress President Ajay
Rai mocked the Centre with a toy
Rafale jet adorned with nimbu-
mirchi (lemon and chillies),
accusing the Modi government of
inaction in the wake of a deadly
terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Pahalgam."Terrorist
activities have increased in the
country, and people are suffering
from it. Our youth lost their lives in l
the Pahalgam terror attack," Rai
said, brandishing the toy jet at a press
briefing. "But this government, which
talks a lot, says that they will crush
terrorists — they brought Rafale, but
they are in their hangars having chilly
and lemon hanging in them. When will
they take action against terrorists, those
who support them, and their backers?"

In Hindu tradition, lemons and chillies
are believed to ward off the evil eye and
used as a protective charm. Rai’s jab
was a reference Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh’s 2019 Rafale "shastra
puja" in France, during which Singh
placed lemons under the wheels of the

aircraft and a coconut on top.

Feeling the burn, the BIP lashed out at
Rai, with several leaders accusing the
Congress of demoralising the armed
forces.

“Look at Ajay Rai, UP President of pro-
Pakistan Congress Party, who is

making headlines in Pakistani
newspapers and channels,” BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey posted on X.
"Understand the conspiracy of
Congress Party to break the morale of
the army in protest against Modi."

BIP spokesperson Shehzad Poonawala

stepped up the offensive, claiming that
the remarks were not isolated."Channi,

Echoing the sentiment,

Priyank Kharge, RID MP Sudhakar
Singh, Ajay Rai — the attack on
manobal (morale) of our Forces is not
a sanyog (coincidence) but sahyog
(collaboration) with Pakistan," he
wrote on X.

BIP leader
Pradeep Bhandari alleged that Rai’s
comments served Pakistani interests.
"Rahul Gandhi’s close aide Ajay Rai
mocks our forces! Congress today has
become the Pakistani Congress and the
spokesperson of Asif Munir’s Pakistan
in India!"UP Cabinet Minister Om
Prakash Rajbhar also weighed in,
saying, “The Congress party is going to
play with this toy for the next 15 years,
Giving anti-national statements is in
their ideology.”Unfazed by the
backlash, Rai doubled down on his
statement."The country wants to know
when action will be taken against
terrorists," he said on Monday.
"Rajnath Singh had put a nimbu-mirchi
on Rafale. I said the same thing that
Rajnath Singh did. We want to know
when will the nimbu-mirchi be
removed and when will action be
taken?"

the Salal and Baglihar projects, which is being
done for the first time since they were built in
1987 and 2008/09, respectively, as the treaty
had blocked such work, the sources
added.They spoke on condition of anonymity
as they were not authorised to talk to the
media.

India's NHPC and the neighbouring

governments did not reply to emails from
Reuters to seek comment.

Since independence from British colonial rule

in 1947, India and Pakistan have fought two of
their three wars over Kashmir, in addition to
numerous short conflicts.The flushing
operation ran for three days from May 1, the
sources said."This is the first time such an
exercise has taken place and will help in more
efficient power generation and prevent
damage to turbines," one of the sources told
Reuters.

"We were also asked to open the adjustable gates

for cleaning, which we did from May 1," the
source said, adding that the effort aimed to free
dam operation from any restrictions.People
living on the banks of the Chenab river in
Jammu and Kashmir said they noticed water
had been released from both Salal and
Baglihar dams from Thursday to Saturday.

'FREE WILL®
The flushing of hydropower projects requires

nearly emptying a reservoir to force out
sediments whose build-up is a major cause of
decline in output.For example, two of the
sources said, power delivered by the 690-
MegaWatt Salal project was far below its
capacity, because Pakistan had prevented such
flushing, while silting also hit output at the
900-MW Baglihar project.

Spain's Huge Power Blackout Is a Wake-Up Call For India

misconceived, a bench of Chief Justice of India (CJI) | New Delhi. For Spain and Portugal, last in New Delhi have correctly noted that  the United Arab Emirates-led green the additional requirements - both new

Sanjiv Khanna and Justice PV Sanjay Kumar said,
"Why only Red Fort? Why not Fatehpur Sikri? Why
leave them also? Writ is completely misconceived.
Dismissed," the court said, according to a Bar and
Benchreport,

The petition was filed by one Sultana Begum, who
claimed to be the widow of the great-grandson of
Bahadur Shah Zafar. Zafar was the last ruler of the
Mughal dynasty.

The petitioner asked the top court not to dismiss the
plea on the grounds of merit. Begum argued that
even the Delhi High Court had dismissed her plea on
grounds of delay.However, the top court rejected her
request. "No, dismissed," the bench ordered.

Last year, a division bench of the Delhi High Court
dismissed Begum's plea, citing a delay of over 900
days in approaching it after it was rejected by a
single-judge bench.Begum first moved the High
Court in 2021, arguing that her family had been
deprived of their property by the British after the first
War of Independence in 1857.

After the war, Zafar, who became the face of the Indian
rebellion, was exiled to Rangoon (now Yangon in
Myanmar). He died in 1862.Begum claimed the
possession of the Red Fort was then taken away from
the Mughals.

week's nationwide blackout may have felt
unprecedented. But in India, we have
lived through these already. In July 2012,
a grid collapse caused 400 million Indians
to lose access to power, many of them for
days. Most assume that, as the country
grows richer and energy becomes more
abundant, such problems won't recur.But,
as Europe has learned, preventing grid
collapse is a constant endeavor, not a
battle that you only fight once. India's
government has prioritized energy access.
vastly expanding availability to
households and building more generation
capacity. It is now time for it to work on
grid stability as well.

As your energy choices change, your grid

and how you manage it must too. We don't
yet know what caused the initial
disruption to Spain's grid that made it to
lose its connection to France's more stable
electricity network, but the additional
variability introduced to its system by
renewables - particularly on a sunny day -
probably did not help. That should worry
India's regulators.

This is not an argument against renewable

energy, especially not in India. Politicians

As a consequence,

solar and wind power meet three
requirements they view as crucial. First,
they might end our crippling dependence
on imported fossil fuels; second. grid-
scale solar energy is now quite
cheap; and third, off-grid
renewables can sometimes
reach where the regular grid
does not.

they have
prioritized building out
renewable energy capacity. Of
the 34 gigawatts of generation
added last year, 85% was
renewables, with 24 gigawatts
from solar power alone.
Another 300 gigawatts is
planned by the end of the
decade.

Much of this is driven by private capital and

entrepreneurial energy atevery level.

Atone end of the scale, street markets in the

poorest states are full of cheap rooftop
solar sets. And at the other, highly valued
companies like ReNew Power Pvt, and
Tata Power Co. have soaked up investor
dollars, promising to benefit from the
nation's vast solar ambitions. This week,

private capital fund ALTERRA and
Brookfield Asset Management Ltd.
announced plans to invest $100 million in
the solar project developer Evren.

All of this sounds great. India does best on
those tragically few occasions when its
consumers and companies are left to make
the right choices, and are given access to
capital and supportive regulations. That is
how the country became an IT
superpower that now has the cheapest
high-speed data in the world.

Yet the government has responsibilities,
too. It has to ensure the grid can manage

consumers and new sources. This will

cost money, but not even the government

knows how much. Predictions vary from

$107 billion to $500 billion, and even the
lower end seems unaffordable at
the moment. New Delhi hates
spending money, but it is going
to have to construct a workable
plan for investment into the grid,
and soon.

The government's tasks don't stop
there. It must also try and figure
out what's actually getting
installed in terms of solar power,
and who is doing the building.

Sclf-consumption electricity
systems of wvarious kinds -
whether off grid, or the sort that

can provide power to the grid as well as
taking it out - come with very special
issues that must be addressed. As BNEF
Research has pointed out, one of the
problems that Spain faces is that
authorities there don't know enough about
solar power generation in the country; it
may have 10.5 gigawatts more
photovoltaic modules installed than
official data suggest.
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Tourist boats capsize in
sudden storm in southwest
China, leaving nine dead,
one missing

BEIJING. Four boats capsized in a sudden storm on a
river in southwestern China, leaving nine dead and
one missing, state media said Monday.

More than 80 people fell into the Wu River when
strong winds hit the scenic area in Guizhou province
on Sunday afternoon, state broadcaster CCTV said.

Initial reports said two tourist boats had capsized, but
CCTV and the official Xinhua News Agency said
Monday that four boats were involved. It wasn't clear
ifany of the victims were on the other two boats.

The boats capsized after a sudden rain and hail storm
hit the Wu, a tributary of the Yangtze, China's longest
river. In one video shared by state media, a man could
be seen performing CPR on another person, while
one of the vessels drifted upside down.Guizhou’s
mountains and rivers are a major tourism draw, and
many Chinese are traveling during a five-day
national holiday that ends Monday.Chinese
President Xi Jinping called for “all-out efforts” to
find the missing and care for the injured, Xinhua said
on Sunday.Xi's administration has pushed to reduce
the death toll in China's transportation sector, but
overloading, poorly maintained vehicles and a lack
of safety equipment have frustrated those efforts,
particularly during major holidays.

CCTV said two of the capsized boats each had about 40
people on board and were not overloaded.

An eyewitness told state-owned Beijing News that the
waters were deep but some people had managed to
swim to safety. However, the storm had come
suddenly and a thick mist obscured the surface of the
river.

Bharat peace march in
Munich: Indian diaspora
unites in a powerful call for
peace, justice, and solidarity

Munich, Germany — In a solemn and powerful
expression of unity and collective grief, over 700
members of the Indian diaspora gathered in Munich
on 3rd May for the Bharat Peace March, strongly
condemning terrorism and honoring the victims of the
recent inhumane and cowardly terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, India.The peaceful march, organized
under the banner of solidarity and compassion, was
not merely a symbolic gesture—it served as a call for
justice, a rejection of terror attack, and a heartfelt
demand for a future grounded in peace and
humanity.Participants assembled at Geschwister-
Scholl-Platz at 11:00 AM, where the event
commenced with speeches from notable dignitaries
including Dr. Hans Theiss, a prominent German
cardiologist and Member of the Bundestag (2025),
and Mr. Deli Balidemaj, City Councilor of LH
Munich and Member of the Upper Bavaria District
Council.Dr. Theiss addressed the gathering with a
deeply moving message, offering prayers for the
victims and condemning terrorism and religious
extremism in all its forms. He commended the Indian
diaspora’s initiative, stating:“This Peace March is a
powerful message to the world that we stand together,
rejecting hatred and embracing peace. We must
ensure such acts of terror never happen again, and the
perpetrators must be brought to justice. At the same
time, we must do all we can to avoid further escalation
between India and Pakistan—two nuclear-armed
nations. Today, we stand with the victims. You are not
alone.”Mr. Deli Balidemaj echoed this message of
solidarity and peace, voicing his wholehearted
support for the march and the Indian community’s
peaceful stand against violence.

13 kidnapped workers found
dead in Peruvian mine

LIMA. Thirteen people were found dead inside a mine
in Peru after being kidnapped days earlier in the
northern area of Pataz, the mining company Poderosa
said Sunday."This morning, after intense search
efforts, the police rescue team was able to recover the
bodies of the 13 workers who were kidnapped (...) by
illegal miners in collusion with criminal elements,"
the company said in a statement.Mining is a key
economic driver in Peru, one of the largest gold
producers in Latin America.

Pataz, located around 560 miles (900 kilometers) from
the capital Lima, is in a state of emergency due to
escalating violence caused by a gold rush there.The
victims found Sunday worked for a company that
provided services to Poderosa, a major gold mining
firm listed on the Lima stock exchange that has in
recent months been targeted by armed groups linked
to illegal mining."The spiral of uncontrolled violence
in Pataz is occurring despite the declaration of a state
of emergency and the presence of a large police
contingent which, unfortunately, has not been able to
halt the deterioration of security conditions in the
area," the mining company said.

Peru's interior ministry said it had deployed organized
crime investigators to probe the deaths, warning its
agents "are fully empowered to use their firearms if
the circumstances warrant it."In the city of Trujillo,
west of Pataz, some of the victims' relatives waited for
the bodies of their loved ones to be transferred to the
morgue there.
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Trump says he will reopen Alcatraz prison

Trump’s directive to rebuild and

reopen the long-shuttered

penitentiary was the latest salvo

in his effort to overhaul how and

where federal prisoners and

immigration detainees are

locked up.

NEW YORK. President Donald Trump says

he is directing his government to reopen

“That is why, today," he said, “I am

When we were a more serious Nation, in
times past, we did not hesitate to lock up
the most dangerous criminals, and keep
them far away from anyone they could
harm. That’s the way it’s supposed to be.”

directing the Bureau of Prisons, together
with the Department of Justice, FBI, and
Homeland Security, to reopen a
substantially enlarged and rebuilt
ALCATRAZ, to house America’s most
ruthless and violent Offenders.” Trump’s
directive to rebuild and reopen the long-
shuttered penitentiary was the latest salvo
in his effort to overhaul how and where
federal prisoners and immigration
detainees are locked up.

and expand Alcatraz, the notorious former But such a move would likely be an

prison on a hard-to-reach California island
located off San Francisco, which has
remained shut for over six decadesears.

In a post on his Truth Social site Sunday

evening, Trump wrote that, “For too long,
America has been plagued by vicious,
violent, and repeat Criminal Offenders, the
dregs of society, who will never contribute
anything other than Misery and Suffering.

expenswe and challengmg proposition.
The prison was closed in 1963 due to
crumbling infrastructure and the high costs
of repairing and supplying the island
facility, because everything from fuel to
food had to be brought by boat.Bringing the
facility up to modern-day standards would
require massive investments at a time when
the Bureau of Prisons has been shuttering

F"'

prisons for similar infrastructure
issues.The prison — infamously
inescapable due to the strong ocean
currents and cold Pacific waters that
surround it — was known as the “The
Rock" and housed some of the nation's

most notorious criminals, including
gangster Al Capone and George “Machine
Gun” Kelly.It has long been part of the
cultural imagination and has been the
subject of numerous movies, including
“The Rock” starring Sean Connery and
Nicolas Cage.Still in the 29 years it was
open, 36 men attempted 14 separate
escapes, according to the FBI. Nearly all
were caught or didn’t survive the attempt.

The fate of three particular inmates — John
Anglin, his brother Clarence and Frank
Morris — is of some debate and was
dramatized in the 1979 film “Escape from
Alcatraz” starring Clinton
Eastwood.Alcatraz Island is now a major
tourist site that is operate by the National
Park Service and is a designated National
Historic Landmark.

Trump, returning to the White House on
Sunday night after a weekend in Florida,
said he’d come up with the idea because

of frustrations with “radicalized judges”

who have insisted those being deported
receive due process. Alcatraz, he said, has
long been a “symbol of law and order. You
know, 1it’s got quite a history.”A
spokesperson for the Bureau of Prisons said
in a statement that the agency “will comply
with all Presidential Orders.” The
spokesperson did not immediately answer
questions from The Associated Press
regarding the practicality and feasibility of
reopening Alcatraz or the agency’s role in
the future of the former prison given the

National Park Service’s control of the

island.

Imran Khan's Party To Skip Government
Briefing On India-Pak Tensions

Islamabad.The Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Imran Khan on Sunday announced to
skip the key government briefing on
the current situation between Pakistan
and India.

This decision was announced in a
statement by the party's political
committee."Since this is merely a
government briefing and there does
not appear to be any serious attempt to
build a national consensus, nor is there
any intention to include an important
national leader like Imran Khan, we
believe that the participation of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf in this
briefing is not necessary," the PTI said.

The party said that it has always
condemned all forms of terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations in
unequivocal and unambiguous terms,
adding that Khan has clearly
condemned terrorism in his messages
to the nation from prison, but also
emphasised the need for national unity,

solidarity and internal stability.
Insaf of incarcerated former premier "His (Khan) stance is self-explanatory,
and the insight and courage with which

common
action."Unfortunately, the government
wasted this opportunity. Not only was

he has conveyed the message of unity
to the nation is a reflection of the
thinking of a national leader," the party
said.It asked the government to
immediately convene an All-Parties
Conference (APC) to take all national
parties into confidence and formulate a

course of

the APC not convened, but instead a
one-sided briefing is being given by a
government minister,"

it said.The
party also said that it has a
clear stance that in the
event of any external
aggression "we will stand
in the forefront to defend
the country and the
nation".Earlier, state-
media reported that
Information Minister
Attaullah Tarar and army
spokesman Lt Gen Ahmed
Sharif will brief leaders of
all political parties in the

context of the current national security
situation,
Pakistan and India.Ties between India
and Pakistan plummeted following the
April 22 Pahalgam terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir that killed 26
people, mostly tourists, in the deadliest
attack in the Valley since the Pulwama
strikein 2019.

and tension between

Pakistan Violates Ceasefire Again In Multiple
Border Areas; Indian Army Retaliates

world. Pakistan has resorted to
unprovoked ceasefire violation once
against earlier today. Amidst the
ongoing tensions between India and
Pakistan on the border after the
Pahalgam attack, the Indian Army
has responded to the unprovoked
small arms firing across the Line of
Control (LoC) during the
intervening night of May 4 and 5,
official said on Monday.The =
Pakistan Army resorted to i
unprovoked small arms firing
across the LoC in areas opposite
Kupwara, Baramulla, Poonch,
Rajauri, Mendhar, Naushera,
Sunderbani, and Akhnoor areas of
the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. According to officials, the
Indian Army responded promptly and
proportionately.Earlier on the night of
May 3 and 4, the Pakistan Army
indulged in small arms firing across the
LoC in areas opposite Kupwara,
Baramulla, Poonch, Rajauri, Mendhar,
Naushera, Sunderbani, and Akhnoor

Lo

districts in J&K, which was retaliated
against effectively by the Indian Army.
According to the Indian Army, the
troops responded in a calibrated and
proportionate manner.This is the

eleventh consecutive day of India's
effective retaliation since the Pakistan
Army's unprovoked small arms firing
began on the night of April 25-26. On
April 30, India closed its airspace to all
aircraft registered in Pakistan and those
operated by Pakistani airlines,

according to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA), another major step
following the April 22 terrorist attack
in Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam in
which 26 people were killed.

India issued a Notice to
Airmen (NOTAM),
confirming the closure of
its airspace to all
Pakistani-registered,
operated, or leased aircraft,
including military flights,
from April 30 to May 23
(estimated duration). On
Aprli 29, the Director
General of Military
Operations of India and
Pakistan talked over the
hotline to discuss the

unprovoked ceasefire violations by
Pakistan, as per defence sources.
Sources said India warned Pakistan
against the unprovoked ceasefire
violations by the Pakistan Army along
the LoC and the International Border.

Trump Claims Credit For
'Good Parts' Of Economy,
Blames Joe Biden For Rest

world. Donald Trump said in a Sunday interview that the

"good parts" of today's US economy flow from his
policies while the bad can be blamed on his predecessor
Joe Biden, who "did a terrible job.""Ultimately, I take
responsibility for everything," the US president said in
an interview on NBC's "Meet the Press" talk show."But
I've only just been here for a little more than three
months."At a time of mixed economic signals and
mounting concerns over his aggressive use of tariffs,
Trump said "certain aspects" of the economy are his
doing. "I was able to get down the costs," he said.

"[ think the good parts are the Trump economy and the

bad parts are the Biden economy because he's done a
terrible job."While surveys point to growing public
concern over the economy, most official indicators are
not yet flashing red, with unemployment last month at a
moderate 4.2 percent and inflation in March at 2.3
percent, just above the Federal Reserve's target.But Fed
bankers and others have downgraded their predictions
for the world's leading economy, pointing to slowing

growth and rising inflation and unemployment. Asked
whether a US recession is possible, Trump said,
"Anything can happen." "This is a transition period," he

said, adding that ultimately "we're going to do
fantastically" with "the greatest economic boom in
history."Concerning trade with China -- badly shaken
after Trump imposed tariffs of 145 percent -- he said
"we've essentially cut off trade relationships by putting
that much of a tariffon."

But, he added, "That's okay... That means that we're not

losing."Trump said the Chinese "want to make a deal
very badly," and he anticipated eventually lowering the
tariff rate. The billionaire Republican has been a sharp
and persistent critic of Fed chair Jerome Powell --
whom Trump appointed in 2018, during his first term --
telling NBC that "he should lower interest rates."Now is
the "perfect time" to do so, he said.Fed governors are
expected, when they meet Tuesday and Wednesday, to
extend a pause in rate cuts while they see just how tariffs
affect the economy.Most analysts expect the Fed to
leave rates in the 4.25 to 4.50 percent range where they
have been since December.Even last month, Trump
floated the possibility of firing the Fed chair from a
position meant to be largely insulated from politics.

But he told NBC that he now expects to wait until

Powell's term ends in May 2026 to name a successor.

Does US Presiden’r Need To Uphold
Constitution "l Don't Know Replies Trump

US President Donald Trump
said that he does not know
whether he must uphold the
US Constitution, the nation's
founding legal document.

—

Washington.US President Donald Trump
said in remarks airing Sunday that he does
not know whether he must uphold the US
Constitution, the nation's founding legal
document.In a wide-ranging NBC News
interview, the 78-year-old Republican also
said he was not seriously considering
running for a constitutionally-barred third
White House term, and blamed his
presidential predecessor Joe Biden for the
"bad parts" of the current economy.Trump
has drawn widespread criticism for
repeatedly brushing up against
constitutional guardrails since returning to
the White House in January, notably over

his policy of mass deportations of
undocumented migrants, some without the
benefit of a court hearing.He insists such
rapid expulsions are necessary in the face
of what he has declared to be a "national
emergency," and that giving every migrant
a court trial would take "300 years."When
NBC's "Meet the Press" moderator Kristen
Welker asked if citizens and non-citizens
alike deserve the due process of law, as the
US Constitution states, Trump said: "I'm
not a lawyer. I don't know."Pressed on
whether he believes he needs to uphold the
supreme law of the land, Trump repeated:
"I don't know."The remarks quickly made
waves in Washington, including among
some Republicans. "We're either a free
society governed by the Constitution or
we're not," Republican Senator Rand Paul,
a self-described constitutional
conservative, posted on X with no
additional comment. Trump's suggestion of
possibly seeking a third term in office has
been sharply questioned by legal and
constitutional scholars.The 22nd
Amendment states that "no peson shall be

great years and turn it over to somebody,
ideally a great Republican, a great
Republican to carry it forward."

Asked who that might be, he mentioned
Vice President JD Vance and Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, adding: "We have a
lot of good people in this party."But
Trump appeared to bristle when asked for
his reaction to critics who warn he is
taking the country down an authoritarian
path.

"Why don't you ask it a different way?
Many people want to come into our
country. Many people love Trump," he

elected to the office of the President more
than twice."But Trump said in March he
was "not joking" about seeking a third
term, adding without elaboration that there
are "methods" that would allow it to
happen.Changing the Constitution to allow
a third term would be a heavy lift, requiring
a two-thirds majority in both houses of
Congress and ratification by at least 38 of
the 50 US state legislatures.But "this is not
something I'm looking to do," Trump told
NBC's Welker. "I'm looking to have four

said. "I won the election." Trump's first 100
days in office were marked by economic
turmoil, primarily over his plans to impose
sweeping tariffs on most countries.But
despite the world's largest economy
shrinking in the first quarter of 2025, he
struck an optimistic if defiant tone in the
interview, insisting US economics were
sound and that "tariffs are going to make us
rich.""I think the good parts are the Trump
economy and the bad parts are the Biden
economy," said Trump.
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Virar special Ayush Mhatre: A
breath of fresh air for CSK in
forgetful IPL 2025

New Delhi. High scores haven’t been Chennai
Super Kings' calling card this season, and
chasing 214 was always going to be an uphill
task—especially after Romario Shepherd’s
brutal late assault, hammering 53 off just 14
balls. But 17-year-old Ayush Mhatre, born in
Mumbai's Virar, nearly pulled off the
impossible, launching a breathtaking
counterattack that saw CSK fall just
short.CSK’s young openers signalled their
intent from the outset. Shaik Rasheed set the
tone early, pulling Dayal for a six and a four in
the third over. But it was Mhatre who truly
took center stage. The teenager took on
veteran Bhuvneshwar Kumar in the fifth,
smashing five boundaries and a six in a
stunning over that announced his arrival
emphatically.

RCB clawed their way back as Krunal Pandya
and Lungi Ngidi shut down the PowerPlay,
dismissing Rasheed and Sam Curran while
conceding just nine runs. But Mhatre,
composed well beyond his years, found a
steady ally in CSK stalwart Ravindra Jadeja.
Together, they stitched a vital 114-run stand
for the third wicket, blending calculated
aggression with smart strike rotation.

STORIES YOU MAY LIKEIPL 2025, RCB vs

CSK: Highlights

Mhatre nearly outdid Romario Shepherd’s 14-
ball fifty with a classy 94, but RCB's Yash
Dayal kept his nerves in the death overs to
secure a two-run win over the Chennai Super
Kings in this IPL thriller.

MHATRE LIGHTS UP CHINNASWAMY

Mhatre’s strokeplay was a mix of street-smart
flair and classical technique—skills honed
through years of grinding at Mumbai's famed
Oval Maidan. With Josh Hazlewood
sidelined, RCB's bowling lacked bite, and the
young right-hander capitalized. He even
returned the favor to Shepherd, launching a
pair of glorious pulls, including a 98-meter six
that vanished into the night sky.

adeja, playing the ideal foil with a composed
77* off 45, guided the youngster through
pressure-laden overs. Dropped on 57 and 69,
Jadeja held his nerve at the other end, helping
CSK stay in the hunt. Mhatre’s magnificent
knock finally ended when a tired-looking
heave off Ngidi found Krunal Pandya in the
deep.Also Read.

Drama in Bengaluru! Jadeja
confronts umpire after (SK
batter Dewald Brevis denied DRS

NEW DELHI. Chennai Super Kings' young
star Dewald Brevis found himself at the
centre of a major controversy during their
IPL 2025 clash against Royal Challengers
Bengaluru at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium
on Saturday.

In a high-stakes chase, Brevis was dismissed
for a golden duck on his very first ball after
being adjudged LBW to Lungi Ngidi.

While the delivery looked to be sliding down
leg, Brevis hesitated to take a review and was
eventually denied the chance — the 15-
second DRS timer had expired.

Go Beyond The Boundary with our YouTube
channel. SUBSCRIBE NOW!

The South African batter, caught in a moment
of doubt, discussed the decision with non-
striker Ravindra Jadeja before finally
signalling for DRS.

But it was too late. Replays later onfirmed that
the ball would have missed the stumps
comfortably, sparking widespread criticism
ofboth the on-field umpire’s decision and the
rigidity of the DRS timing system.

Visibly frustrated, Brevis and Jadeja briefly
argued with the umpire, but the decision
stood.Many fans and experts felt the
youngster was hard done by, with some
questioning whether players should be given
more flexibility to review controversial calls,
especially in such a crucial game.

The missed review came back to haunt CSK,
who eventually fell short by just two runs
while chasing RCB’s formidable 213/5.

Despite heroic efforts from 17-year-old Ayush
Mhatre (94 off 48) and Jadeja (77 not out off
45), the Super Kings ended at 211/5. Brevis’s
early exit proved pivotal, as one more
boundary could have swung the match
CSK'’s way.The game had it all — blistering
fifties from Virat Kohli, Jacob Bethell, and
Romario Shepherd for RCB, and a stunning
near-chase by CSK.But it was the DRS
drama involving Brevis that will remain the
most talked-about moment from a thriller
that pushed RCB to the top of the points
table.

IPL 2025: KKR to follow Ml roadmap in must-win

game vs Rajasthan, says Rovman

IPL 2025: Struggling KKR
will follow Mumbai
Indians' strateqy against
Rajasthan Royals in a
crucial IPL match, said
Rovman Powell. KKR have
to win all their games to
make it to the playoffs.

—
New Delhi. Kolkata Knight Riders' Rovman

Powell has said that the team will follow
Mumbai Indians' roadmap in their next
match against Rajasthan Royals. KKR take
on the Royals on Sunday, May 4 in a must-
win game in the Indian Premier League
2025.KKR have their backs to the wall and
will get knocked out of the playoffs race if
they lose to Rajasthan at their home ground

in Kolkata. Speaking at the pre-match press
conference, Rovman Powell said that the
team will follow MI's process to beat
Rajasthan in their crucial clash.Mumbai
Indians played a complete game against
Rajasthan on May 1 at Jaipur. After hitting
217 runs in the first innings, MI gave an
incredible account of themselves in the
second half of the match, bowling RR out for
just 117 runs.Fast bowlers were key to MI's
success against Royals. In the powerplay,
Trent Boult was brave to pitch the ball up to

Jaiswal, and dismissed him with a riveting
length ball that crashed into the top of
Jaiswal's off stump. Jasprit Bumrah was
riveting in the middle overs where he bowled
abouncer barrage to the RR middle order.

"As a bowling group, we’ve come up with

specific plans for each individual. If you look
at Rajasthan’s last game against Mumbai, it
was tactical excellence from Mumbai that
gave them such a big win. We’re trying to do
the same," Rovman Powell told the reporters
on Saturday, May 3.KKR'S STRUGGLE

Pratika Rawal's rise and India's bold
charge towards Women's World Cup glory

- Speaking to India Today Digital,
former Indian cricketer and
Mumbai Indians batting coach
Devika Palshikar opened up on
India's experimentation spree
before the World Cup, Pratika
Rawal's stupendous form and
Shafali Verma's future in the ODI

setup.

New Delhi. India were left disappointed after

their hopes of securing a coveted world title
were dashed by an early exit from the T20
World Cup in the UAE last year.
Harmanpreet Kaur faced heavy criticism for
the team's lack of intent during the
campaign. However, India will have a
chance to redeem themselves and restore
their reputation when they compete in the
ODI World Cup later this year on home soil.

women’s cricket in India has undergone a
significant transition over the past six
months. India have handed debut caps to
ten players in ODIs: Minnu Mani, Tejal
Hasabnis, Pratika Rawal, Titas Sadhu,
Saima Thakor, Priya Mishra, Kashvee
Gautam, Tanuja Kanwar, Sayali Satghare,
and Sree Charani.With such a broad talent
pool, the team management is expected to
face a welcome dilemma when selecting the
final 15-member squad for the World Cup.
However, former Indian cricketer Devika
Palshikar cautioned that experimenting so
close to a major tournament could end up
being counterproductive.“If you ask for my

opinion, then before the World Cup, we
really shouldn’t be doing all these
experiments. As you rightly said, they’ve
already handed caps to ten different
players, even though the World Cup is just
six months away,” Palshikar told
IndiaToday.in.So basically, I’ve always
felt that this isn’t something new to this
World Cup, it’s been happening for many
years now. The selectors tend to
experiment far too much. I’'m sure the
captain or coach doesn’t get a consistent,
settled team. They go more on an
experimental basis.“The same thing has
happened again this time, so I was a bit
disappointed. But then again, I'm sure
whoever they’ve selected, they must’ve seen
some potential in them, otherwise they
wouldn’t have picked them. At least, that’s
what I’m assuming,” Palshikar
added.Uttarakhand’s Raghvi Bist, who
didn’t feature in the series against Ireland,
and Madhya Pradesh left-arm spinner
Shuchi Upadhyay, who is yet to play a match
since her maiden call-up during the tri-
nation series in Sri Lanka, also remain in the
wings.

Hungry to make comeback, focus on training: Sathiyan

CHENNAL It has not been easy days after
2022 Asian Games (held in 2023). Like all
players, G Sathiyan too had to overcome the
ordeal of recovering from injury with a very
strong mind. His back injury he sustained
after the Asian Games in Hangzhou took
some time to heal. The spasms spread to his
hips and his knees restricting the lightning
pace for which he is known. He did manage
to leave those tough days behind.

After winning three medals at the National
Games earlier this year, Sathiyan is slowly
shifting his focus towards the all-important
Asian Games next year. And like he said he
is now hungry to make a comeback.

Sathiyan for now is focussing more on

training. He would be competing more
towards the end of the year leading up the
Asian Games next year."l have taken a
conscious decision to train more and play
less tournaments (now)," he said adding he
would want "to play more tournaments in
the second half of the year just before the
Asian Games. This will help in peaking at
the right time," he told this daily during an
award function organised by Raman TT

High Performance Centre to felicitate
National Games winning members of the
Tamil Nadu team.Along the way he would
want to accumulate as many WTT points as
possible. "With the WTT system, balancing

S i

tournaments due to the new ranking system
is an challenge. And now with domestic
circuit, points are necessary to enter the top
50," he added."It's more about having time
to train, because I have seen that training

had played an important role. That's why [
could get into the top 25. So I really want to
get back into the drawing board, have a
good training phase and at the same time
work on my fitness because thatis key."
Two weeks from now, Sathiyan will hope
to make his name again at the World
Table Tennis Championship to be held
in Doha. He wouldn't pair with Manika
Batra in the worlds. Yashashwini
(Ghorpade) and Harmeet (Desai) and
Manush (Utpalbhai) and Diya (Chitale)
have been selected in the mixed
doubles for India. Sathiyan will play
singles and men's doubles with
Harmeet Desai.Sathiyan's coach
Olympian S Raman said he would be
evaluating his performance every
quarter. "We worked on a few things
and those things are not working out. So
which means whatever we brought to
the table is not sufficient enough. So we
need to spice it up, we need to change a little
bit. So, you know, it's an ongoing process of
how we keep reinventing the wheel," he
said.

Powell

WITH CONFIDENCE
KKR have been all over the place in the
ongoing season of the Indian Premier
League 2025. They retained their core from
the winning 2024 season but have
completely failed to execute their plans.
KKR's worst result perhaps came in their
match vs Punjab Kings, where they failed
to chase down 112 runs against Punjab
Kings away from home.Powell spoke about
the same and said that the Punjab game
really hurt the confidence of the team.
Powell revealed that the KKR players and
the management had some tough
conversations after that and that they took
positive strides in the correct direction."If
you go back to the Punjab game where we
had only 111 to chase and still didn’t get
over the line — that really hurt. It affected
our standings. If we had secured those two
points, we’d be sitting here with more smiles.
But credit to the group, we’ve had some
strong conversations since, and the guys
have made great strides. Hopefully, we
continue in that direction," Rovman Powell
said ahead of the match.KKR are currently in
the 7th position of the league table and need
to win every single match to remain in the
hunt for the playoffs. KKR won their
previous match against Delhi Capitals after
Sunil Narine put in an all-round
performance.

Romario Shepherd on heroic

53 vs (SK: Difficult to sit
and watch others win

New Delhi. West Indies all-rounder Romario

Shepherd played his fourth match in the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025 when
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) locked
horns with Chennai Super Kings (CSK) at
the M Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru.
But it was the first time that he gota chance to
bat, and he grabbed the opportunity with both
hands.

Batting at No.7, Shepherd hit the joint second-

fastest fifty in IPL history off 14 balls, along
with KL Rahul (2018) and Pat Cummins
(2022). The right-handed batter hit four fours
and six sixes on his way to an unbeaten 53 off
14 balls. Shepherd said that he anxiously
waited for his opportunity to make it
count.“It was tough, you know, sitting there
and watching the other players win. Not
because I didn’t want them to win, but
because I wanted the opportunity to go out

there and perform,” Shepherd said in the
post-match press conference.Today, that
opportunity came, and I just tried to make the
most of it. I wasn’t aiming to score 53 off 14
balls—I just wanted to help the team finish
strong and shift the momentum back in our
favour,” Shepherd said.

‘Had a good sense of CSK bowling’
When Shepherd came in, RCB were struggling

somewhat with their score at 157 for five in
17.4 overs. But Shepherd’s blitz meant that
the hosts raced to 213 for five, scoring 56
runs off their last 14 balls.“At one point, they
had the upper hand heading into the last two
or three overs. But when I walked to the
crease, [ had a good sense of what they were
trying to bowl. I went in prepared, and
Timmy (Tim David) reminded me to hold my
shape a bit, since the ball was gripping on the
wicket,” Shepherd added.Shepherd won the
Player of the Match award as RCB won by
two runs to reclaim the top spot in the points
table. Their next match is against Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG) on May 9 at the Bharat
Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana
Cricket Stadium in Lucknow.

PBKS vs LSG, IPL 2025 Preview: Predicted
XI, team news and Dharamsala pitch

New Delhi Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) are

set to take on Punjab Kings (PBKS) in Match
54 of the Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL
2025) on Sunday, May 4 at the Himachal
Pradesh Cricket Association Stadium,
Dharamsala. Lucknow are coming into the

fixture following a four-wicket win against
Chennai Super Kings (CSK). The Shreyas
Iyer-led side began the season by winning
five out of the first seven matches, but a loss
followed by a washed-out game forced them
to lose their momentum.

game after a six-day break following their However, the victory against CSK have once

back-to-back losses against Delhi Capitals
(DC) and Mumbai Indians (MI).The Rishabh
Pant-led side began the tournament well with
five wins from their first eight matches.
However, the last two losses have proved to
be a hiccup in their campaign as they need to
catch up with the rest of the teams, with the
race for the playoffs starting to heat up.LSG
are currently ranked sixth on the points table
with five wins from ten matches, having ten
points to their name. With four games
remaining in their campaign, Lucknow need
to quickly bounce back to winning ways to
keep their playoffs hopes alive.On the other
hand, Punjab Kings are coming into the

again brought them on the winning track and
PBKS have a great chance to finish on the top
two in the points table. They’re currently
ranked fourth with six wins from ten matches
and have a chance to climb to the second spot
with a win in the upcoming fixture.

PBKS vs LSG Head to HeadLucknow have the

upper hand over Punjab in head-to-head
records, having won three out of the five
fixtures played between the two teams.
Moreover, Punjab don’t have a great record
in Dharamsala, having won just five out of
the 13 matches played. They’ve lost the last
four fixtures at the venue on the trot, with
their last win coming back in May 2013.

PBKS vs LSG Team News

Punjab are without their fast bowler Lockie
Ferguson since the fifth game of the season.
All-rounder Glenn Maxwell has also been

ruled out due to a finger injury. Apart from
that, there are no injury concerns in their
camp. On the other hand, Lucknow have al
the players available for selection for the
upcoming fixture.PBKS vs LSG Predicted
Playing X1

Punjab Kings (Predicted XI): Priyansh Arya,

Prabhsimran Singh, Shreyas Iyer (c), Josh
Inglis (wk), Nehal Wadhera, Shashank
Singh, Marco Jansen, Azmatullah Omarzai,
Suryansh Shedge, Xavier Bartlett, Arshdeep
Singh

Impact Sub: Yuzvendra Chahal
Lucknow Super Giants (Predicted XI): Aiden

Markram, Mitchell Marsh, Nicholas Pooran,
Rishabh Pant (¢ & wk), David Miller, Abdul
Samad, Ayush Badoni, Digvesh Singh Rathi,
Ravi Bishnoi, Avesh Khan, Prince Yadav

Impact Sub: Mayank Yadav
PBKS vs LSG: Pitch and Weather Conditions
The surface at Dharamsala has aided good

pace and bounce for the seamers, hence
they’re likely to enjoy bowling at the venue.
The pitch has provided some high-scoring
games in the past few matches, and the
upcoming fixture won’t be too different. All
in all, a batting-friendly surface will be
available for the fixture with some assistance
for the seamers early on.
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Steps Qut After Gym Session, Her Post-
E Workout Glow Is Unmissable

Alia Bhatt looked chic in athleisure as she was spotted
by the paparazzi after her workout session.
V.

B ollywood actress Alia Bhatt never fails to make heads turn- whether she is gracing a special event

or simply stepping out for a casual gym session. On Sunday, she was spotted in Mumbai after her
workout session, proving her dedication to fitness by not skipping the gym even on the weekend.

The actress looked chic, and appeared to be in a cheerful mood as she headed home after her

workout. The paparazzi spotted Alia Bhatt on Sunday, as she exited the gym and made her way to the

car. She looked absolutely stunning in a light green tank top paired with dark green tights and black
gym shoes. Her post-workout glow was simply unmissable! Alia quickly posed for the paparazzi and
waved at them before stepping inside the car.

Alia looked uber-chic in athleisure, and fans gushed over her. “Her style is so captivating; it’s like a
fashion runway wherever she goes," wrote one fan, while another one
commented, g gEp———

“Beautiful —
and cute."
Check out
the video
below!
Meanwhile,
Alia Bhatt
made a
splash with
her stunning
look at the
WAVES Summit
2025 in Mumbai a
few days ago. She
opted for a
‘Maharashtra Day
( special look” and delivered a contemporary take on the traditional nauvari saree, styled
in shades of bright pink and orange. She paired the silk saree with a sleeveless plunging
neckline blouse, adding a modern aesthetic to her traditional look. Sharing pictures of her
look, she wrote, “WAVE-ing at you! From cinema to gaming, from craft to tech... our stories,
our talent, our vision, ready to lead. #WAVESummit @mib_india @wavesummitindia.P.S. tell me
how you like my #MaharashtraDay special look."

On the professional front, Alia Bhatt is currently shooting for Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s “Love And War’

which also stars Ranbir Kapoor and Vicky Kaushal. She will also star alongside Sharvari in YRF’s first

female-led film from their spyverse, Alpha.
i E———
irmed: Haseen Dillruba 3 In The Works; Here’s What

&

) Just Revealed

The femme fatale saga is far from over.
. After the pulpy thrill and twisted
; romance of Haseen Dillruba and its
. sequel Phir Aayi Haseen Dillruba, the
~ powerhouse duo of Taapsee Pannu and
~  Kanika Dhillon have all but confirmed a
third chapter in the beloved Netflix
franchise—and the madness is only set to
escalate.According to a Mid-day report,
scripting for the third
installment is officially
underway, with sources
close to the production
revealing that the story
of Rani and Rishu will
continue in an even more
thrilling, seductive, and
chaotic direction. “It is
one of the most
successful titles for the
platform. So, the aim is
to create a more fun,
juicy, and thrilling third part," the insider
said.
The buzz began a few weeks ago when
Taapsee shared a nostalgic clip from Phir
Aayi Haseen Dillruba with the cheeky
caption: “Missing the pagalpan, Pandit ji.
What say?"—a direct nudge to the film’s
writer, Kanika Dhillon. The response was
telling. Kanika teased fans with, “The wait
won’t last that long, Rani ji! Panditji is
already onto the agli kitaab. Iss wali mein

there is Pagalpan x 3."

The playful exchange set social media abuzz,
with Taapsee adding fuel to the fire: “Let’s
ask the audience who gave us so much
love... What twist are you expecting in the
unexpected life of Rani this time?"The
original Haseen Dillruba premiered in 2021
and quickly became a fan favorite for its
dark, twisted take on romance and revenge.

[ts sequel, released

in 2024, expanded

the universe with
new layers of
deception and
desire. With each
installment, Rani’s
world has grown

m o r e

unpredictable—an

d clearly, fans can’t

get enough.While

plot details for the
third film are tightly under wraps, what’s
clear is that expectations are sky-high. With
Haseen Dillruba now one of Netflix India’s
most popular thriller franchises, the creative
team seems ready to raise the stakes.

Meanwhile, Taapsee is also gearing up for her
next release, Gandhari, directed by
Devashish Makhija and produced by Kanika
Dhillon. Co-starring Ishwak Singh, the film
wrapped in March and is slated to release on
Netflix later this year.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu Greets
Paps With A Smile, Gets Papped
In Casuals At Airport

actresses and enjoys a huge fan following. The

actress was spotted today at Mumbai airport
and greeted paps with a smile. She was looking chic
in casuals as she headed towards the gate. Inno time,
the video went viral, and fans were seen reacting to
it.In the video, shared by Instant Bollywood, we can
see Samantha wearing comfy casuals. She looked
stylish in a loose tee and pants. While heading
towards the airport, the actress smiled for the paps.
Fans dropped heart emojis in the comment section.
Recently. Samantha Ruth Prabhu sparked an honest
conversation around period health with nutritionist
Rashi Chowdhary. The actress appeared in a recent
episode of Rashi’s podcast, where she opened up
about perimenopause, a transitional period before
menopause. Perimenopause is marked by hormonal
changes, irregular menstrual cycles, and potential
menopausal symptoms like hot flashes.

Actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu is rumoured to be
dating Citadel: Honey Bunny director Raj
Nidimoru. On February 1, Samantha Ruth Prabhu
took to her Instagram account to share several
photos from the World Pickleball League match.
The actress is the owner of the pickleball team
Chennai Super Champs.Meanwhile, Samantha is all
set to return to the big screen with Maa Inti
Bangaram, an action thriller that has fans pretty
excited. What makes this one extra special? She’s
not just starring in it—she’s also producing it under
her own banner, Tarala Media Entertainments. The
film is currently in its pre-production stage, with
shooting expected to kick off soon.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu, one of South India’s highest-
paid actresses, is the recipient of several accolades,
including four Filmfare Awards South, two Nandi
Awards and a Tamil Nadu State Film Award.

Up next, Samantha is gearing up for Rakt Brahmand, a
new series where she’ll be seen alongside Aditya
Roy Kapur.

: ; amantha Ruth Prabhu 1s one of the most loved

Ananya Panday Shares Glimpse
0f Candid Moments From Life,
Fans all Her ‘Beautiful’

r ‘

nanya Panday has been basking in the

success of her recently released film Kesari

Chapter 2. Recently, she was seen attending
the Chanel Cruise 2025/26 show and has been
sharing updates. The actor recently took to her
social media to share snippets from her trip. In no
time, it went viral, and fans were seen reacting to it.
Many called her beautiful in the comment section.

Taking to her Instagram handle, Ananya shared
photos and wrote, “Final touches and little bit of
this and that." One of the fans wrote, “You're one
of God’s finest creations on Earth." Another wrote,
‘beautiful looking." Recently, Ananya Panday
posted some sneak peeks from the special day,
including her lavish dressing room and glimpses
of herself strolling in the picturesque city. There
were also lovely snaps of her soaking in the sun
while enjoying a serene boat ride with her younger
sister, Rysa Panday.

Workwise, Ananya Panday was seen in Kesari
Chapter 2. The historical courtroom drama,
directed by Karan Singh Tyagi, stars Akshay
Kumar in a lead role alongside R Madhavan,
Regina Cassandra, Simon Paisley Day and Alexx
O’Nell. The film, based on the book The Case That
Shook The Empire by Pushpa Palat and Raghu
Palat, delves into the legal battle led by barrister C
Sankaran Nair (played by Akshay Kumar) to
uncover the truth behind the brutal Jallianwala
Bagh massacre that shook Indiaon April 13, 1919.

Helmed by debutant Karan Singh Tyagi, the film that
recounts the aftermath of the Jallianwalah Bagh
massacre has managed to keep its momentum
despite being limited to an adult audience due to its
‘A’ rating from the Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC).

The film is based on the book titled The Case That
Shook the Empire by Raghu and Pushpa Palat,
Akshay Kumar portrays Sankaran Nair in the film,
and R. Madhavan plays Advocate Neville
McKinley, who represents the British Crown.
Ananya Panday, on the other hand. plays Dilreet
Gill, akey supporterin Nair’s legal battle.

Up next, Ananya Panday is gearing up for Chand
Mera Dil. She is paired opposite the Kill movie
fame Lakshya. The Vivek Soni directorial is billed
to be a college romance about engineering
students. Ananya will also reprise her role as Bella
Chowdhury in Call Me Bae season 2,

AN B
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