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No ‘free hand’

is given to
army

Nearly two weeks have passed and there is no scent
of Pahalgam terrorists; it marks the first time
terrorist have probably escaped and evidence to
nail Pakistan may not be forthcoming. As surprise
is lost, India's inevitable military response
becomes problematic. Political rhetoric and
veterans have hyped expectations about the
intensity of retribution. Modi's grant of strategic
autonomy to the armed forces to design and
deliver punitive action is misleading. There is no
such thing as 'free hand' and 'full operational
freedom' given to the military. While optics is
impressive, the onus of consequences lies mainly
with the military.RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat also
met Modi immediately after his meeting with the
service chiefs. It brought back Bhagwat's
statement in 2018 after troops involved in a
massive terrorist hunt in J&K had not succeeded in
the operation: "Preparing an Army takes six to
eight months while the RSS can raise a force
within two to three days." The statement was
withdrawn. Free hand and full operational
freedom for retribution are within the limits of
escalation.Civilian control over the military is one
of the major successes of India's democracy.
Military response after 1947 in most cases was
based on political guidance. Military objectives
were shaped within political parameters. India's
statement on national interest has led to security
and defence strategies. The armed forces are given
the Raksha Mantri's operational directive, which is
periodically updated. The last known directives
were issued in 2013 and 2021.Frequently, political
directives are given verbally and may be
confirmed in writing. A commander's dream is a
clear mission, adequate resources and no political
interference. The Cabinet Committee on Security
lays down the terms of reference for military
actions. The COAS has been the 'lead service
chief' during conventional wars. The escalation of
wars in J&K, 1965 in particular, and their
cessation were outcomes of PM-COAS
consultations. Decision-making during the 1971
war is a classic study of meshing political urgency
with operational readiness. The Kargil skirmish
ushered in the era of sub-conventional war fought
under a nuclear overhang. Operation Parakram,
the response to attacks against Parliament and
Kaluchak cantt in 2001-02, is the best guide to
shaping the government's package of political,
economic, diplomatic and kinetic responses.In
Kargil, the military was tasked to vacate Pakistan's
aggression of multiple intrusions across LoC. The
term of reference that "LoC will not be crossed"
came from the government as an afterthought.
Like now, there was no timeline for the operation.
The restriction was imposed due to nuclear
signalling by Pakistan. In Parakram, when air
strikes against terrorist camps in PoK and Pakistan
were considered, PM AB Vajpayee told the service
chiefs: "Pervez Musharraf to paagal hai. Woh
yuddh kar sakta hai." The international focus
shifted from stopping cross-border terrorism to a
nuclear exchange. Nuclear fear has become the
key deterrent to any kinetic response.India's first
overt kinetic response to a terrorist assault was
ordered in 2016 by Modi after the Uri attack.
Special forces struck across LoC at eight places 5-
9 km deep. Modi had told the Army Chief, Gen
Dalbir Suhag, there were to be no casualties to own
troops and evidence that targets had been struck be
brought back. In building a bold and punitive
response to the Pulwama attack, the IAF had told
the government that Pakistan's counter-air
offensive and escalation were unlikely. After the
mission, IAF announced that its target was only
the terrorist camp at Balakot, not the Pakistani
state. This was done to ensure that there would be
no escalation. Pakistan's surprise response was
similarly measured; which is another story.The
strategic fallout of the air offensive was the
establishment of deterrence, which was disrupted
by the Pahalgam carnage. Deterrence erosion was
the result of lack of military capability
enhancement.

EVEN after struggling with the intense blowback of
its use of terror as a foreign policy tool and being on
the brink of economic default, Pakistan's thinking
has not altered. While India has covered an
astounding journey in terms of its strategic,
financial and diplomatic growth, Pakistan has
failed to overcome the challenge ofits identity crisis
post 1947. It continues to thrive on its hostility with
India. The Pakistan military has led the national
discourse, and till today, it seeks its identity in its
strategic posturing vis-a-vis India and relies on the
Kashmir issue for its survival.Tensions between
India and Pakistan have escalated after the April 22
killing of Hindu tourists in Pahalgam, claimed by
the Pakistan-linked terrorist outfit The Resistance
Front (and later disowned). The attack has led to
widespread anger in India. In Pakistan, there is
apparent anxiety and there are melodramatic chest-
thumping statements by its civilian and military
leadership, trying to build a narrative of a false flag
operation by New Delhi and project Pakistan's
military readiness to counter India's potential
kinetic moves. Pakistan is seeking ways to gather
support from its allies to de-escalate the crisis.Post
Pahalgam, Pakistan estimated a manageable Indian
military retaliation. But India's punitive actions,
specifically the Indus Waters Treaty abeyance, are a
body blow to it as it thrives on agriculture.
Islamabad also appears to be prepared for India's
aggressive position in terms of holding Pakistan
accountable for terrorism at the international level.
It did use its position as a non-permanent member
and brotherhood with China to tone down the April

The contours & context of caste

Modi govt’s climbdown partly aimed at dispelling the impression that it is pro-rich

CASTE is back in the spotlight. The Centre has decided to

include caste enumeration in the much-delayed Census.
So far, the caste count has been limited to members of
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).
Every state has a separate list of caste groups included in
the SC category, and their enumeration is done as part of
the Census. It not only counts their demographics but also
the individual jaatis (or, tribes, in case of STs) and the
occupational or socio-economic profile of their members.
The obvious reason for doing so is to help the state fine-
tune its policies, such as caste-based reservation, that are
oriented towards their welfare.Interestingly, though the
listing of SCs and the policies targeting their uplift were
enshrined in the Constitution at the time of its adoption,
caste was not viewed as a relevant variable in
development planning by the Nehruvian state. The
mainstream national leadership saw caste primarily as a
cultural hangover.Moving on the path of development and
modernisation was supposed to be the best palliative. The
increasing opportunities for social and economic
mobility, expected to be made available by
industrialisation and the modern service economy, along
with a steady decline in traditional agrarian and caste-
based occupations, were expected to usher in a society
organised around a ‘modern ethos’.

Individual merit and skill acquired through formal

education were to help Indians overlook their caste. As
was widely believed, asking questions about castes and
their compilation into demographic blocks would have
only worked to keep their ‘outdated’ identities alive,
which was the underlying assumption for not including
them in the Census. Such an argument was also supported

by the experiences of colonial administrators who had

enumerated caste from 1881 to 1931 and decided not to do
it later for operational reasons.More important was the
dominant opinion and perspective of the first generation
of India’s modernist ruling class. Beyond the Nehruvian
elite, such a view was also shared by those on the Left and
Right of India’s political spectrum. For the leftists, caste
represented a pre-modern conservative mindset that
divided the working class. The right-wingers’ Hindutva

politics saw caste as a hindrance to the formation of a

united Hindu national identity. Even when the Hindutva
ideologues continued to espouse Manu’s ideological
dictum of chatur-varna, they did not want caste to come in
their way as a politically mobilised identity. However,
caste turned out to be much more tenacious than expected.
It emerged as a potent platform for the articulation of

political aspirations of those who did not find space in the

English-educated elite circles. The post-colonial elite was
not merely a social class made up of people representing
different segments of society. In caste terms, they mostly

INDIA has taken a bold leap into the future of
agriculture with the announcement of the
world’s first genome-edited rice varieties
using 2lst-century CRISPR technology.
Developed by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR), these rice
strains promise higher yields, reduced water °
requirements and climate resilience. They
come without the baggage of traditional
genetically modified organisms (GMOs). The
significance lies not just in the science but
also in the strategy. Genome editing, unlike
transgenic modification, does not introduce
foreign DNA into the plant. This distinction
allowed India to classify these crops outside
the regulatory framework of GMOs, easing
public resistance and expediting approval.

The rice varieties — Improved Pusa Basmati 1121 and
Improved Pusa Basmati 1509 — are expected to deliver

Pak leadership
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came from a narrow set of non-agrarian ‘upper’ castes.
The narrative of merit suited them well. However, political
democracy works on the basis of numbers. As democracy
percolated down to the hinterland, its social dynamics
began to change. The agrarian rich from the regionally
dominant castes were the first to mobilise their
communities for electoral politics. It soon went further
down, to the ‘backwards’ and the ‘Dalits’. By the 1980s,
‘social justice’ emerged as the new political idiom. While
the regionally dominant and ‘backwards’ could gain
access to political power through the electoral process,
their representation in government jobs and institutions of
higher education remained marginal. The introduction of
quotas for Other Backward Classes (OBCs), as proposed
by the Mandal Commission, marked the beginning of a
new caste-centric phase in Indian politics in the 1990s.
Caste was no longer merely about a traditional and
conservative mindset. For those on the margins of society,
it was also an indicator of their social exclusion,
development deficit and discrimination. Caste began to be
seen through the prism of citizens’ rights.Such recognition
of caste being a source of deficit and denial was not
enough. Once accepted as a development variable, how
could the state frame meaningful policies without the
availability of data? How many of them are there? What is

Rice breakthrough

New varieties promise 40% water saving

-

20-30 per cent higher yields while reducing water
consumption by over 40 per cent. In a country where
agriculture is deeply dependent on monsoons and
where groundwater depletion is critical, this innovation

SEEMS uneasy

Pakistan is seeking ways to gather support from its allies to de-escalate the crisis.

T S

25 UNSC statement condemning the Pahalgam
attack.Pakistan’s political stability has been
challenged by the popularity of Imran Khan, who
has blamed the military for being corrupt and
responsible for Pakistan's woes. There has been
polarisation in society; a high debt burden
suffocates the economy, which remains dependent
on external aid; the security situation remains
challenging, with the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) attacking security personnel; and the Baloch
resentment and Pashtun nationalism have been
more pronounced than ever. For the first time, its
military's image has been tarnished by Imran

Khan's posture and popularity. Second, for decades,
the military has projected itself as the sole guarantor
of the nation's territorial and ideological
boundaries, but it has been unable to control attacks
on it by the TTP and Baloch separatists. Third,
Pakistan has been wriggling with the loss of its
strategic relevance after the US’ exit from
Afghanistan.The Pahalgam attack is a desperate
attempt by Pakistan's military to regain its strategic
relevance, internationalise Kashmir, find a
distraction for its people from grievances and
instigate communal dissonance in India. However,
the leadership appears to be uneasy post attack.
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the nature of their deprivations? How do their
deprivations vary across jaatis and regions? How have
they changed over time? Such questions also came up in
courts during disputes about policies and claims.

The rise of Hindutva politics during the second decade of

the current century was seen as a defeat of the politics of
‘social justice’ unleashed by the ‘Mandal moment’. With
the BJP in power, Hindu consolidation took over, and
caste-centric political parties such as the Samajwadi Party
and the Bahujan Samaj Party saw a significant decline.

However, the notion of caste as a system of inequality and

exclusion persists. The growing politicisation of the
OBCs and other socially excluded categories, even among
those who subscribe to Hindutva politics, has also
sharpened their awareness about their marginality in an
economy guided by neo-liberal policies.

It is in this context that Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has

managed to bring the caste count to the centre stage.
Through the demand for a caste census, he has attacked
the ruling party for its apparently pro-corporate and pro-
rich economic policies. Clearly, the decision to include the
‘caste variable’ in the Census is aimed at blunting Rahul’s
criticism of the Modi government. The forthcoming
Assembly elections in Bihar, where the findings of a caste
survey were released in 2023, have also acted as a catalyst.

is a much-needed intervention. What’s more,
India’s move aligns with global trends. The US,
Japan and Australia already have progressive
frameworks for genome-edited crops. By
embracing this technology early, India positions

.« itself as both an agricultural innovator and a

contributor to global food security.

" However, success depends on transparent
communication, rigorous testing and farmer
sensitisation. Public trust can easily be eroded by

/ misconceptions or hasty implementation. The
benefits of science must reach the fields not only
with regulatory ease but also ethical responsibility.
This development rekindles memories of the Green
Revolution, when innovation transformed India
from a food-deficient nation to a food surplus one.

Ifhandled wisely, genome editing could spark a similar

transformation — ushering in a new era of sustainable,

climate-smart agriculture.

Pakistan cannot afford an external war while
fighting the resentment in Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Its relationship with Afghanistan has
been strained and the repatriation of Afghan
refugees and frequent skirmishes on the border
have kept it unstable. Reports suggest that Nawaz
Sharif has advised PM Shehbaz Sharif to use
diplomacy over conflict. It looks like Pakistan's
efforts would aim to attract international attention
and intervention to deter India.How do we see
Pakistan's evolving response to the crisis?

1) At the domestic level, the effort is to assure the
people that the military will guard the nation's
sovereignty against hegemonic India's potential
military moves. The rhetoric challenging India's
decision on the Indus Waters Treaty is likely to
continue.

~ 2) Pakistan has talked about nuclear weapons in both

countries. It is likely to escalate the threat of nuclear
weapons and it will highlight the projection of'a low
nuclear threshold to attract global attention. The
objective of Pakistan's nukes has been to avoid a
conventional war against India and, thus, it has
persistently relied on a projection of ambiguity. It
has maintained a First Use Nuclear Doctrine and
has been confident of achieving a Full Spectrum
Deterrence inrecent years.

3) At the international level, Pakistan would try to
gain leverage by highlighting the threat of regional
instability.4) Pakistan will rely on its bonhomie
with Turkey and bond with Beijing to deal with the
crisis. Both these countries have expressed support
for Pakistan and urged for de-escalation of tensions.
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Pw( to cut 1,500 jobs in the
US: Report

New Delhi. PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), one of

the world’s top accounting firms, is planning to let go
of about 1,500 staff in the United States, reported
Reuters.

The company said this decision affects around 2% of
its US workforce, said the company spokesperson.
Currently, PwC employs more than 75,000 people
across the country.In a statement, PwC admitted that
it wasn’t an easy move. "This was a difficult
decision, and we made it with care, thoughtfulness,
and a deep awareness of its impact on our people,
appreciating that historically low levels of attrition
over consecutive years have made it necessary to
take this step", it said in a statement, mentioned the
report.The company explained that the layoffs
became necessary because very few people had been
leaving the firm on their own in recent years.

Last year, PwC was in the news for possibly cutting
half of its auditing staff in China’s financial services
sector. At the time, the firm was facing pressure due
to a government probe and a drop in the number of
clients.Recently, PwC also closed its offices in nine

Scotch whisky prices set to drop after
India-UK trade deal. Details here

The reduction is expected to

bring premium and mid-range

Scotch whiskies within reach

of a larger section of Indian

consumers. A bottle that

typically costs Rs 5,000 could

soon be priced between Rs

3,500 and Rs 4,000 following

countries across Sub-Saharan Africa as part of a
larger business review.It must be mentioned that
PwC is part of the 'Big Four' accounting firms, along
with KPMG, Deloitte, and EY.In a similar move,
KPMG cut about 330 audit jobs in the US last
November, which was nearly 4% of its audit staff
there.These recent job cuts show that even the
biggest names in accounting are making tough
choices in today’s changing business world.

Operation Sindoor: Equity
markets react to
geopolitical developments
and corporate actions

CHENNALI. India's equity markets opened amid
heightened geopolitical tensions and mixed
corporate cues, reacting sharply to a series of
unfolding developments. Markets had been tense in
anticipation of India's response to the Pahalgam
terror attack, and early Wednesday brought a
decisive military retaliation. Under ‘Operation
Sindoor’, the Indian Armed Forces conducted
precision missile strikes on nine terrorist sites in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK),
which is expected to have a ripple effect on investor
sentiment through the week.

While the Nifty index declined by nearly 100 points
yesterday, reflecting investor caution ahead of the
anticipated military response, the broader markets
on Wednesday showed more volatility, driven in
large part by the responding to the new geopolitical
situations, and also to a great extent reactions to
quarterly earnings.PSU Banks remain under
pressure, with a sharp sell-off noted after Bank of
Baroda's quarterly results.

The market wiped off nearly 760,000 crore in market
capitalization from PSU banks on Tuesday alone,
underscoring the nervousness in the financial sector.

In contrast, Tata Motors' shares surged over 4% on
Wednesday following shareholder approval for the
long-awaited demerger of its commercial vehicle
division.The move, aimed at unlocking value and
improving business focus, will result in two
separately listed entities, which has been well-
received by the markets.With the progress on the
UK-India Free Trade Agreement, attention is turning
to textile, apparel, and AlcoBev companies, which
are likely to benefit from improved export
opportunities and lower trade barriers.

PSU Banks remain under pressure, with a sharp sell-
offnoted after Bank of Baroda's quarterly results.

The market wiped off nearly 760,000 crore in market
capitalization from PSU banks on Tuesday alone,
underscoring the nervousness in the financial sector.

In contrast, Tata Motors' shares surged over 4% on
Wednesday following shareholder approval for the
long-awaited demerger of its commercial vehicle
division.

Rupee vs USD: Indian

currency falls 31 paise to
84.66 against US dollar

Mumbai. The rupee depreciated 31 paise to 84.66
against the US dollar in early trade on Wednesday,
after India’s military strikes against terrorist camps
in Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir
increased cross-border tensions.Indian armed forces
on early Wednesday carried out missile strikes on
nine terror targets in Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir including the Jaish-e-
Mohammad stronghold of Bahawalpur and Lashkar-
e-Taiba’s base in Muridke.The military strikes were
conducted under Operation Sindoor two weeks after
the Pahalgam attack thatkilled 26 civilians.

Forex traders said the military strikes against terrorist
camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir
bring the focus on the escalation of conflict onto the
rupee.At the interbank foreign exchange, the
domestic unit opened at 84.65 and fell to 84.66
against the greenback, registering a loss of 31 paise
over its previous close.

On Tuesday, the rupee settled for the day 5 paise lower
at 84.35 against the US dollar amid growing
uncertainty and a cautious recalibration of risk
appetite.“There could be some dollar buying by
speculators and panicky importers but we think the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will be present to stop
any major slide of the rupee,” Anil Kumar Bhansali,
Head of Treasury and Executive Director Finrex
Treasury Advisors LLP said.Bhansali further said,
“We expect there could be some selling by FII in the
equity markets though that could be subdued as they
would want to wait for further news of escalation to
filter down.Markets today are likely to be nervous
and a bit volatile, but as we said earlier, it would
depend on RBI to control the market volatility and
they will determine where the rupee ends today.”
Meanwhile, the dollar index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading higher by 0.30 per cent at
99.53.

New

the initial tariff cut.

liquor. As part of the recently
concluded India-UK Free Trade
Agreement (FTA), the current
150% import duty on Scotch
whisky will be slashed. Once the
deal takes effect, the tariff will
decrease to 75% and is expected to
gradually fall to 40% over the next
decade.The reduction is expected to
bring premium and mid-range
Scotch whiskies within reach of a
larger section of Indian consumers.
A bottle that typically costs Rs
5,000 could soon be priced between
Rs 3,500 and Rs 4,000 following the
initial tariff cut, and may drop even
further as the tariff continues to

the potential to increase Scotch whisky

With this change, consumers
can expect an influx of new
options, better quality, and
possibly more promotional
offerings, as UK-based brands
aim to compete with local
Indian whiskies.

Prime Ministers Narendra Modi
of India and Keir Starmer of the
UK jointly announced the FTA,
which reflects a broader trade
strategy aimed at doubling
bilateral trade to $100 billion by
2030. UK officials estimate that
reductions in Indian tariffs on
British products—including
whisky, cars, cosmetics, and

decline, depending on local taxes and

exports to India by 1 billion over the next

medical devices—will save 400 million

distributor margins.

New Delhi. Scotch whisky lovers in India
are about to get a pleasant surprise, as the
Indian government has agreed to reduce
the hefty import tariffs on the popular

Mark Kent, the Chief Executive of the
Scotch Whisky Association, described
the FTA asa "once in a generation deal."

He added, “The reduction of the current

150% tariff on Scotch whisky will be

transformational for the industry and has

five years, creating 1,200 jobs across the
UK."The tariff reduction doesn’t just
promise lower prices; it also opens up the
Indian market to a wider variety of Scotch

brands, especially smaller,

Pakistan's Karachi S’rock Exchange crashes
nearly 6% after 'Operation Sindoor’

Delhi.  Pakistan’s benchmark
stock index cratered nearly 6% on
Wednesday, rattled by India’s
overnight military strikes on terror
sites under “Operation Sindoor.”The
Karachi Stock Exchange 100 index
(KSE-100) plunged 6,272 points in
early trade, sliding to 107,296.64
— a sharp drop from Tuesday’s
close 0f 113,568.51.The sharp sell- ¢
off came after India confirmed it

had carried out precision strikes on £

nine terror-linked targets across
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir in retaliation for the
deadly April 22 Pahalgam
attack.The Indian armed forces
jointly executed the cross-border
strikes at 1:44 AM on Wednesday,
destroying what were described as
terror infrastructure hubs used to plot
the recent assault.While Pakistan's
markets bore the brunt of investor

anxiety, Indian equities shrugged off

early jitters. The BSE Sensex opened
lower but quickly recovered, with both
the Sensex and Nifty turning positive
by mid-morning. Analysts attribute the

resilience to strong macro
fundamentals and foreign investor
confidence."What’s key here is that
the operation was focused and non-
escalatory," said Dr. VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at Geojit

Peliztan Stock Exchangs

Financial Services. "Markets had

already priced in a measured Indian
response."Foreign institutional

investors (FIIs) have poured Rs 43,940

crore into Indian equities over the last
14 sessions, offering a cushion against
geopolitical shocks. Much of this flow

has rotated into large-cap stocks,
driven by India’s relative economic

strength and weakness in US and

Chinese growth data."FII inflows are
clearly the anchor," Vijayakumar
noted. "They are focusing on India’s
macro stability, favourable currency
dynamics, and largecap value."

While markets bounced back, traders

remain wary of further
‘ escalation or diplomatic fallout.
Analysts also point to global
factors like rising trade tensions
and the US Federal Reserve’s
upcoming policy decision later
today as potential volatility
triggers.

"Nifty remains choppy with
crucial support at 24,171," said
Prashanth Tapse of Mehta
Equities. "We could see profit-
taking near 24,500-24,550 unless
clarity emerges on the global and
geopolitical fronts."

Back in Pakistan, the steep correction in
the KSE-100 reflects a broader crisis
of investor confidence. Since the
Pahalgam attack, the index has lost
3.7%, while Indian indices have
gained roughly 1.5% over the same
period.

Sensex, Nifty today: Why stock market
didn't crash after 'Operation Sindoor'

New Delhi. Benchmark stock markets
shook off early jitters on Thursday and
remained steady, despite a major
overnight military operation that
heightened geopolitical tensions.The
indices opened cautiously, reacting to
‘Operation Sindoor’—a strike by the
Indian armed forces on nine terror
hubs in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK).In pre-
opening trade, the BSE Sensex fell
sharply but quickly regained ground
once the market opened. By 9:45 am,
both the Sensex and Nifty were in the
green, despite the cautious sentiment
on Dalal Street. Typically, military
escalations tend to trigger a flight to
safety, with investors shifting away
from equities towards safer assets like
gold, bonds, or the dollar, as
uncertainty clouds the economic
outlook.While markets remained

volatile, swinging between gains and
losses, there has been no major crash
as of 10 am. Here are three reasons
why Dalal Street remained steady
after 'Operation Sindoor.FOCUSED
AND NON-ESCALATORY’

“What stands out in ‘Operation Sindoor’
from the market perspective is its
focused and non-escalatory nature,”
said Dr VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services. “We have to wait
and watch how the enemy reacts to
these precision strikes. The market is
unlikely to be impacted by the
retaliatory strike by India since that
was known and discounted by the
market.”

STRONG FII INFLOWS

According to Vijayakumar, the market's
resilience is primarily underpinned by
strong foreign fund flows.“The main

catalyst of the market's strength right
now is the sustained FII buying, which
has added up to Rs 43,940 crore over
the last 14 trading sessions,” he noted.
“FIIs are focused on global macros
like the weak dollar, slower growth in
the US and China, and India’s relative
outperformance. This can keep the
market steady even in the face of
geopolitical risks.”He also
highlighted a shift in FII strategy:
“There is a big move toward
largecaps, away from overvalued mid
and smallcap stocks. FlIs, as always,
are primarily buying into largecaps.
This trend may persist.

MARKETS LIKELY TO REMAIN

VOLATILE

While the indices rebounded, volatility

remains in focus. Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research) at Mehta
Equities Ltd.

boutique
distilleries that may not have previously
had the resources to penetrate the market.

in the first year, with the figure expected
to rise to 900 million over the next decade.

British officials see the whisky tariff
reduction as just one of many “wins” for
the UK in a deal they believe will deliver
substantial economic benefits and job
growth year after year.

Explained: Why foreign
portfolio investors are buying
Indian financial stocks

New Delhi. Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs)
turned strong buyers of Indian financial stocks in
April, marking a sharp reversal in sentiment after
months of caution.

Data from the National Securities Depository
shows FPIs bought Rs 18,409 crore ($2.18
billion) worth of shares in the sector last month,
propelling the Nifty Financial Services index to a
4.1% gain.The second half of April alonesaw
$2.71 billion in FPI inflows—the highest-ever
for a fortnight, and the third-highest monthly
inflow on record for the financial sector. This
influx helped foreign investors post their first net
buying month in 2025, sending the benchmark
Nifty 50 index up 3.5%.Bajaj Broking attributed
the buying spree to easing global trade tensions,
hopes of a US-India trade agreement, and
attractive valuations in Indian equities. The US
government’s move to pause reciprocal tariffs on
April 9 and signals of an imminent bilateral trade
deal also lifted sentiment.

Strong quarterly results from India’s top private
lenders—HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank—further
boosted FPI interest, according to analysts. The
financial sector’s robust earnings stood in

contrast to the information technology space,
which saw outflows of $1.8 billion as global
demand concerns deepened.

Telecom and consumer stocks also attracted
foreign interest in April, but most other sectors
witnessed outflows.Ambit Capital warned that
policy uncertainty due to US tariffs, combined
with slowing growth in the US, UK, and EU,
could weigh on IT margins and demand through
FY2026.

Karachi Stock Exchange bleeds, down
5% after India’s Operation Sindoor

US-based global ratings major

Moody's has told its clients this
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week that Pakistan will sustain

e sraate

major harm in its already-
stressed economy if the gets
into a military conflict with

India.
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Exchange appeared to have nosedived as

trading began on Wednesday, May 7,
hours after India struck back demilishing
nine terror bases in PoK and Pakistan.
According to delayed reports on a
website, the Karachi Stock Exchange
index dived 5,653.07 points, or 4.98%
and wa stading at 107,915.44 even as the
official website of the Karachi Stoch
Exchange remained unavailable.After
India hit back with missile strikes across
the line of control from Tuesday night, all
eyes are on how the Pakistan stock
market behaves on Wednesday, May 7,

2025. The broad index KSE-100 of
Karachi Stock Exchange was down about
4% since tension escalated between India
and Pakistan following the terror attack
in Pahalgam killing 26. data showed that
between April 23 and May 5, the Karachi
Stock Exchange index dipped 3. 7%, Website under maintenance
mirroring nervous investors who According to Bloomberg, the KSE-100
apprehended a strong Indian military
response to the April 22 attack on tourists
in Pahalgam.According to websites of
investment firms in Pakistan the stock
exchange of that country remains open

Exchange website.

from 9:32 am to 3:30 pm Pakistan
Standard Time (GMT+05:00) Monday
through Thursday and from 9:17 am to
12:00 pm and 2:32 pm to 4:30 pm on
Friday. The Pakistan Stock Exchange
closes for lunch/intermission each day.

index stood at 113,476.40 on May 6.
During the day, it declined 601.10 points
or 0.53%. On Wednesday morning, it was
not possible to access the Karachi Stock
“PSX website is

under maintenance and until further
notice,” kept flashing in the screen.

Impact of “Regional geopolitical tension”

Significantly, the Pakistan economy is in a
shambles and any military conflict with
its eastern neighbor can prove to be
suicidal for Pakistan’s economy, global
rating major Moody’s has said. In a note
to its clients on May 5, Moody’s said that
rise in tension across the border could
harm Pakistan’s access to external
financing and pressure its already-
stressed forex reserves. Pakistan is
heavily dependent on external debt and it
does not have the resources to service
that debt. recently China had to roll over
$2 billion debt which was due from
Pakistan, which is an ally of
Beijing.Pakistan is said to have forex
reserves to service only three months of
imports. It owed more than $131 billion
to external lenders at the end of
December 2024. In FY23 and FY24,
Islamabad borrowed in excess of $3
billion from the International Monetary
Fund to keep its head above waters. Since
2022, Pakistan’s economy has been in the
news for all the wrong reasons —
unmanageable deficits, runaway
inflation of food and fuel prices and
overall shortages.
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Plot to revive sleeper cells foiled in
Punjab, grenades, terror hardware seized

NEW DELHI.Over 200 flights were

Air traffic
disruptions rippled
across Asia as
India's retaliatory
strikes in Pakistan
and POK led to the
shutdown of 18

airports and
cancellation of over

200 flights across
domestic and
international sectors.

Mock drills held at several

schools in New Delhi

NEW DELHI. Several schools in New Delhi on
Wednesday morning held mock drills regarding the
preparedness and response during a crisis situation
following the advisory of the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs. The authorities will be conducting mock drills
at 55 locations in Delhi’s 11 revenue districts under
‘Operation Abhyaas’.Mock drills will be carried out at
several other locations at 4 pm. On carly Wednesday,
the Indian Armed Forces carried out Operation
Sindoor, a series of "precision strikes on terrorist
camps" at nine locations in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK).

The airstrikes were launched in response to the deadly 22
April terrorist attack in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam, which New Delhi has blamed on Islamabad-
backed militant groups.The operation was jointly
carried out by the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force,
involving the coordinated mobilisation of troops and
advanced assets.

The mock drills will also be carried out over a couple of
days, covering the entire city.Preparatory meetings
with various stakeholders have already been held to
ensure smooth execution. The move comes in response
to an advisory from the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), urging all states to carry out mock
drills following the recent terror attack in Pahalgam,
which resulted in 26 deaths, mostly tourists.

The authorities have prepared a comprehensive plan to
carry out mock drills. They have identified five spots in
each of the 11 revenue districts of the city having a
market, a residential colony, a school, a government
office and a hospital. Around 2,000 civil defence
volunteers will be part of the drill.

Kung-Fu Pandey in Delhi &
why Delhi’s the best city for
comic net practice

-

Engineer-turned-comedian Privam Pandey performed his first

solo stand-up show, ‘Kung-Fu Pandey’, in Gurugram over the
weekend. A chat with the comic on the ‘Delhi scene’, and his

dream of running a sitcom someday.

T

New Delhi. Priyam Pandey, a software developer by day
and comedian by night, dived into the Delhi-NCR
comedy circuit this weekend with his solo show,
‘Kung-Fu Pandey’. Originally from Gorakhpur, he
moved to Delhi for his engineering studies, but he
admits that engineering never truly clicked with him. It
wasn’t until his college years, when he started
connecting with comedians like Kaustubh Agarwal and
Rajat Sood, that he stumbled into something. “I started
attending comedy shows, and one thing led to another.
Suddenly it just happened,” he says.

Growing up, Pandey was always drawn to comedy. He
watched sitcoms and shows like ‘The Great Indian
Laughter Challenge’, and admired comedians like
Johnny Lever, Raju Srivastav, and Jerry Seinfeld. “I
used to download episodes and watch them over and
over, trying to learn something,” he recalls.

Pandey’s comedy career began during the Covid-19
lockdown in 2021, just as he was finishing his college
degree. ‘I was back home and realised [ may never geta
chance to get on stage again, because I was scheduled
for a corporate lifestyle,” he says. With open mics
moving online, it became easier for newcomers like
him to perform without the pressure of a live audience.
Once he moved back to Delhi for his job, he started
attending shows and performing, unable to stop after
his first experience on stage. “Two years in, after my
first 30-minute set, [ knew this wasn’t just a phase. ['m
a comedian now, and there’s no going back,” says
Pandey.

Despite bombing on stage and facing constant
challenges, he knew one thing for sure: consistency
was key. “There are plenty of hard days, but you can’t
quit. If you want to get better, you have to keep
performing.” Pandey’s solo debut, ‘Kung-Fu Pandey’
Live, reflects his experimental style and love for pop
culture. The name was partly inspired by his nickname,
Panda, and his admiration for Jack Black, who voiced
the character Po in the Kung Fu Panda film franchise.
“Also, people have been calling me Panda because I'm
on the healthier side, so it felt fitting,” says Pandey.

Jaish-e-Mohammad’s stronghold in .
Bahawalpur and Lashkar-e-Taiba’s base = — —
in Muridke. The offensive followed the
recent terror attack in Pahalgam.The —
fallout on air traffic was immediate and
widespread. Flight operations were
suspended across key northern and
western airports, including Jammu, Pathankot,
Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Shimla, Dharamshala and
Jamnagar, amid heightened security restrictions,
Air India, IndiGo, Spicelet, Air India Express,
Akasa Air and several foreign carriers called off
services to and from affected regions.IndiGo
alone cancelled around 165 flights, while a
source said that 35 flights to and from Delhi —

cancelled and at least 18 airports

including Srinagar, Leh, Amritsar and
Chandigarh — were shut temporarily on
Wednesday, following missile strikes
launched by Indian armed forces in
Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir (POK).The Indian armed forces
targeted nine terror hubs in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir, including

\rc)aGo

directives from aviation authorities.
Affected passengers are being offered a

India's busiest

between midnight and morning, including 23
domestic departures, eight arrivals, and four
international flights. American Airlines and
other global carriers also pulled back services.
Air India, in a statement, said it had suspended
flights to and from Srinagar, Jammu, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamnagar, Chandigarh,
and Rajkot until 5.29 am on May 10, following

i one-time rescheduling waiver or full
refunds.IndiGo
cancelling all operations for the day at key
northern airports,
Jammu,
Dharamshala, Bikaner, and Jodhpur. "We
are anticipating changes across our
network," the airline said on X, urging
passengers to check real-time updates
before travelling.Spicelet confirmed the

took similar measures,

including Srinagar,

Amritsar, Leh, Chandigarh,

= ©  closure of multiple northern airports

including Dharamshala,

Srinagar, and Amritsar —

notice," and promised refunds or alternate

options. Akasa Air called off all its Srinagar
flights,
cancelled services to and from Nanded, Hindon,
Adampur,
Express,
particularly to Amritsar, Jammu, Srinagar, and
Hindon.
impacted," it said, without specifying a
resumption timeline.

airport — were cancelled

Leh, Jammu,
"until further
while regional operator Star Air

Kishangarh, and Bhuj.Air India
too, reported several cancellations,

"Multiple flights on our network are

Rajnath Singh Speaks To Army, Air Force And
Navy Chiefs Following Op Sindoor

Operation Sindoor: The conversation happened in the aftermath of the Operation Sindoor conducted by the Indian Armed
Forces where they destroyed terrorist hideouts on Wednesday night.

New Delhi. Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh spoke to chiefs ofthe
Indian Army, Indian Air Force and
Indian Navy, according to the
sources.

The conversation happened in the
aftermath of the Operation Sindoor
conducted by the Indian Armed
Forces where they destroyed
terrorist hideouts on Wednesday
night. Meanwhile. The Ministry of
Defence (MoD) has announced that
a press briefing on Operation Sindoor
will be held on Wednesday at 10:00
AM. Further details regarding the
operation are expected to be shared
during the briefing.Earlier, India
carried out its deepest strikes inside
Pakistan's undisputed territory since

1971, according to CNN, successfully
targeting terror camps in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir. This marks New Delhi's most
significant military action within
Pakistani territory in over five decades.
The strikes were carried out to avenge the
victims of the Pahalgam terror attack

and to eliminate Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) and Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
leaders involved in planning and
executing terrorist attacks in India.
The Ministry of Defence, in its
statement, said, "A little while ago.
the Indian Armed Forces launched
'OPERATION SINDOOR', hitting
terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir from where terrorist attacks
against India have been planned and
directed.""Our actions have been
focused, measured and non-escalatory
in nature. No Pakistani military
facilities have been targeted. India has
demonstrated considerable restraint in

selection of targets and method of

execution," the statement added.

For organ donation, new registry with

New Delhi. The national regulator

overseeing organ allocation and g

transplantation is working to develop a
“more dynamic™ real-time portal to
register patients in need of organs and
donors, track the allocation process,

grant approvals and monitor the §

outcome, The Indian Express has
learnt.Sources said the National Organ
and Tissue Transplantation

Organisation (NOTTO) is also [N

conducting consultations to formulate
auniform policy for organ allocation as
part of its broader efforts to enhance
transparency and establish one
national-level waiting list. These
measures follow a “major national
consultation” with experts held last
year, the sources said.

NOTTO is currently in talks with C-
DAC, the autonomous computing
agency, to create the new portal which,
sources said, will lead to the creation of
a “dynamic national registry and
waiting list”,

This is significant, sources said, because
the portal will allow patients to check
their position on the waiting list, as per

recommendations of national-level

experts.

The portal also will connect all the 712
transplant centres, 31 state-level bodies
and five regional bodies involved in the
process.Asked about the new
measures, NOTTO director Dr Anil
Kumar told The Indian Express: “The
portal currently in use allows hospitals
to register their patients. However,
there are some states from which we

waiting list which puhen’rs can track

to light in recent years, NOTTO will
also make efforts to make the process
of allocation more transparent,
sources said. For instance, they said,
the portal will require hospitals to
upload patients’ health records as well
as deliberations of the expert
committees that approve the
transplantation. “These documents
will not be publicly visible but will be
accessible to officials from NOTTO,
ensuring that they are able to detect
any fraudulent practices,” the sources
said.

Besides, the portal will record all
mandated processes for allocation of
organs to ensure that protocols put in
place separately for deceased and
living donors are followed. Besides, it
will attempt to capture data on the
outcome of transplants with provisions
for uploading health data of patients
during follow-ups.

get aggregate data on the number of Asked about this measure, NOTTO chief

transplants but not the details of
individual cases.”

According to sources, with several
instances of illegal organ trade coming

Kumar said, “While there is a format to
record the outcome data even now, it is
not really captured by most transplant
centres.”

Operation Sindoor is
unique, it hit at the heart
of Pakistan

New Delhi. Indian forces began Operation
Sindoor at 1.05am on Wednesday when most of
the subcontinent was asleep and shattered not
just terror camps, but the spine and will of
Pakistani terrorists, Why Operation Sindoor is
unique is because, for the first time in history,
India has targeted terror camps in the heart of
Pakistan -- Punjab. In the earlier 2016 Uri and
2019 Pulwama counterstrikes, camps in
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (POK) and
adjoining Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa were hit by
India.

It was a 25-minute operation in which nine terror
camps were targeted, of which four were in
Pakistan's Punjab province, said Colonel
Sophia Qureshi and Wing Commander
Vyomika Singh in a media briefing on
Wednesday.One of the terror camps, the one in
Bahawalpur in Pakistan's Punjab, is, in fact,
100km from the Indo-Pakistan International
Border (IB). Bahawalpur also houses one of the
regimental centres of the Pakistani Army.
However, India has made it clear that no
Pakistani military infrastructure were targeted
in Wednesday's pre-dawn strikes.

"This is the first time that targets in Pakistan's
Punjab province have been struck since 1971,"
Sandeep Unnithan, senior defence
correspondent and expert, told India Today
Digital.

Unnithan said Operation Sindoor was big and
unique because four terror camps in Punjab
were attacked by Indian forces. They were:
Markaz Subhan Allah Camp (in Bahawalpur
district), Markaz Taiba Camp (in Sheikhupura
district), Mehmoona Joya Camp (in Sialkot
district) and Sarjal Camp (in Sialkot district).

In the 2016 Uri surgical strikes, camps across the
Line of Control were targeted, while in post-
Pulwama strikes, targets across the LoC and in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa were targeted.

While Khyber-Pakhtunkwa is one of the four
provinces of Pakistan, it is Punjab that houses
the civilian and military establishments of
Pakistan, which wages the terror war against
India. While the Headquarters of the Pakistani
Army is in Rawalpindi, Islamabad, a federally
administered territory, borders Punjab. Both
citiesare just 15 kilometres apart.

Over 80 terrorists were killed across the nine
locations in India's strikes on Wednesday that
were in retaliation for the Pahalgam terror
attack in which Pakistani and Pakistan-trained
terrorists killed 26 peopleColonel Qureshi and
Wing Commander Singh, during the
Wednesday press conference, gave a detailed
description of the terror history of the camps
targeted, including the four in Pakistan's
Punjab.

The four terror camps targeted in Pakistan's
Punjab were:

1. Markaz Subhan Allah, (Bahawalpur District,
Punjab) 100 km from IB

2. Markaz Taiba, (Muridke, Sheikhupura District,
Punjab) 18 km from IB

3. Mehmoona Joya, (Sialkot District, Punjab) 18
km from IB

4. Sarjal Camp, (Sialkot District, Punjab) 6 km
fromIB

It was the barbarity of the Pahalgam terror attack
that made India go for a major retaliation, said
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri."This was the
largest number of civilian casualties since the
26/11 terror attacks. The Pahalgam attack was
marked by extreme barbarity, with people killed
with headshots in front of their family. The
members were asked to take back the message,"
said Misri.

From 1947 war to Operation Sindoor:
Tracmg India-Pak’s history of clashes

D,,Onefutmn Sindoor highlights
the volatile history of armed
conflicts hetween India and

Pakistan, a relationship shaped

by a series of violent

encounters and horder
skirmishes since their
independence in 1947.

terrorists and were reportedly carried out
at strategic locations known for hosting
terrorist training activities. Among these
targets was the site where the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks were
orchestrated.

This latest military action
highlights the volatile history
of armed conflicts between
India and Pakistan, a
relationship shaped by a series
of violent encounters and §
border skirmishes since their | |
independence in 1947. The
roots of their animosity lie

NEW DELHI. In a significant escalation of
ongoing military tensions, India launched
a decisive operation, Operation Sindoor,
targeting nine terrorist camps across
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(POK) on the heels of the Pahalgam terror
attack, which claimed the lives of 26
civilians. The strikes, which lasted only 25
minutes, resulted in the death of over 80

primarily in the disputed region
of Jammu and Kashmir, a
flashpoint that has led to
multiple wars and ongoing conflicts.
1947 - FIRSTINDO-PAK WAR
The first major clash occurred in 1947, soon
after the partition of India and Pakistan.
The war, also known as the First Kashmir
War, erupted when tribal militias backed
by Pakistan infiltrated Jammu and

Kashmir, prompting India to send troops
in defence of the region. The conflict
lasted until 1949, when a UN-mediated
ceasefire was implemented, resulting in

and insurgents to provoke uprisings. India
responded with a full-scale military
offensive, Ieading to heavy casualties on
both sides.

the division of Kashmir along the Line of After intense combat, a ceasefire was

Control (LoC), whichremains the de facto
boundary between the two countries in the
region.

1965- SECOND INDIA-PAK WAR

The 1965 Indo-Pak War broke out in August
over the Kashmir dispute. Pakistan
launched Operation Gibraltar, aimed at
infiltrating Kashmir with disguised troops

brokered by the Soviet Union and the
United States, and the Tashkent
Agreement was signed, but tensions
remained high.
1971- BANGLADESH LIBERATION
WAR
In 1971, Pakistan's crackdown on East
Pakistan (now Bangladesh) led to
widespread violence. India intervened
in support of the Bangladeshi
independence movement, launching
military operations on the eastern
front. After intense fighting, Pakistani
forces surrendered on December 16,
1971, leading to the creation of
Bangladesh as an independent nation.
This war also saw significant naval and
acrial operations by India, including
attacks on Karachi harbor by the Indian
Navy.
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Why Operation Sindoor Is
Unlike Any Mission India
Has Ever Carried Qut

world. Unlike the 2016 Uri surgical strikes, 2019
Balakot airstrikes, or other past Indian operations,
which were limited in scale and scope, Operation
Sindoor was technologically robust, expansive and
unlike any mission India has ever carried out. The
move to strike deep into Pakistan-occupied territory
revealed one thing: a departure from prior doctrine.

Operation Sindoor was not only the most expansive
cross-border strike conducted by India since the
Balakot operation, but also represented an evolution
in India's strategic posture."The sheer scale of
militant loss sent a strong message to terrorist
networks and their handlers. India now reserves the
right to strike preemptively, and no location is
beyondreach," a government source said.

The strikes followed the April 22 terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam, where 26 civilians
were killed. Intelligence agencies linked the
attackers to Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), a Pakistan-based
terrorist organisation with a long track record of
targeting Indian civilians and security forces. In
response, Operation Sindoor was conceived not just
as a retaliatory show of force but as an attempt to
degrade the logistical and operational foundations of
terrorism originating from Pakistani soil.

The Targets

The operation struck nine locations across Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. These included
Muzaffarabad, Kotli, Bahawalpur, Rawalakot,
Chakswari, Bhimber, Neelum Valley, Jhelum, and
Chakwal. The total number of missile strikes stood at
24, making this the most extensive single-day
precision operation India has ever executed

Pak Army Complicity Most
Politically Explosive..."
Sources On Op Sindoor

world. The role of the Pakistani army in supporting
terrorists to launch attacks against India became even
more evident today when they stood up in defence of
terror infrastructure hit by Indian missile
strikes.Called Operation Sindoor, India carried out 24
precision missile strikes in nine locations -
Muzaffarabad, Kotli, Bahawalpur, Rawalakot,
Chakswari, Bhimber, Neelum Valley, Jhelum, and
Chakwal, which were identified as hubs of terrorist
activity, sources said.

The operation targeted camps affiliated with Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM).

Over 70 militants were killed and more than 60
wounded, significantly degrading the operational
capability of these groups, sources said.Perhaps the
most politically explosive dimension of Operation
Sindoor was the direct attribution of complicity by the
Pakistani army in supporting terrorist infrastructure,
sources said.This was not the first time such an
accusation had been leveled, but the timing and scale
of Operation Sindoor highlighted that India had
decided to act on this long-standing intelligence
assessment, they said.Indian military and intelligence
sources pointed to irrefutable evidence that elements
within the Pakistan Army, particularly those
connected to the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI),
were providing logistical support, safe havens,
training, and financial backing to terrorist groups
operating in Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK) and
Punjab province.The proximity of some of the
terrorist camps to known military installations and
cantonments reinforced suspicions that they were
being deliberately shielded, sources said.

In several cases, terrorists were seen using Pakistani
army infrastructure as cover or enjoying unfettered
access to restricted zones, they said, adding that
despite repeated international appeals, the Pakistani
establishment had done little to dismantle these
networks - a passive tolerance that, in India's view,
amounted to active collaboration.

Cincinnati Mayor Aftab
Pureval to face Cory
Bowman, JD Vance's half
brother, this fall

COLUMBUS.Cincinnati Mayor Aftab Pureval will
face Cory Bowman, the half brother of Vice President
JD Vance, this fall after the pair were the top two vote-
getters in Tuesday's primary.

Pureval placed a dominant first in the nonpartisan three-
way contest, in which third-place finisher Republican
Brian Frank was eliminated. Under the rules of the
southwest Ohio city's nonpartisan primaries, only the
top two primary finishers advance to the November
general election.With nearly all votes counted,
Pureval led Bowman by about 70 percentage points
Tuesday night, highlighting the uphill fight that
Bowman will face in November. If Bowman pulls an
upset in this predominantly Democratic city, he would
be the latest family member of a president or vice
president to serve in office. That includes the brother
of Mike Pence, President Donald Trump's first vice
president, elected to Congress during their previous
administration.In a statement, Pureval said the city
deserves a "substantive and healthy debate of ideas
about the future of our city" headed into the fall.

"There is work ahead of us in Cincinnati, but I am
incredibly proud of what we've accomplished over the
past few years," he said. "We have made meaningful,
tangible progress for folks across our community, and
this is a moment to keep building on the momentum
we've worked so hard to create."Bowman did not have
an immediate comment. He has said he wants to
improve his city, not get involved in national
politics.Pureval, 42, is viewed as a Democratic up-
and-comer. A former special assistant US attorney,
congressional candidate and Hamilton County clerk of
courts. He won the 2021 mayor's race with nearly 66%
of the vote to lead Ohio's third-largest city.Bowman,
36, co-founded an evangelical church on the city's
West End and owns a coffee shop. He has never held
public office but says his half brother's inauguration
inspired him to enter politics.
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Urge both sides to remain calm: China's
message dfter India strikes Pakistan

China has termed India's
airstrikes in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir
'regrettable’ and urged both
sides to exercise restraint and
avoid further escalation.

world. China has expressed concern over
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detection at these sites. The missile strikes,
launched in retaliation to the April 22
killing of tourists in Pahalgam, hit key
infrastructure of globally proscribed terror
outfits Jaish-e-Mohammed, Lashkar-e-
Taiba, and Hizbul Mujahideen, they added.
The targeted sites also included Lashkar-e-
Taiba training camps linked to the 26/11
Mumbai attacks (including Ajmal Kasab's
training) and the group's Muridke
(Pakistan's Punjab) headquarters, visited
by David Headley and Tahawwur Rana.
Al Qaeda terrorist Osama bin Laden,
killed in 2001, had donated Rs 10 lakh for

India's recent military operations targeting
areas in Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir (PoK), urging both nations to
avoid escalating tensions.Responding to
the strikes, a spokesperson for the Chinese
Foreign Ministry on Wednesday described
India's early morning action as 'regrettable’
and called for restraint."We are concerned
about the ongoing situation. India and
Pakistan are and will always be each other's
neighbours. They are also China's

neighbours," the spokesperson said.Unlike
Francis, Tagle enjoys a global reputation as
a theologian, which could help him gain
votes from moderate cardinals concerned
by some of Francis' off the cuff utterances,
which led to what some called confusion
about Church teachings.China opposes all
forms of terrorism. We urge both sides to
act in the larger interest of peace and
stability, remain calm, exercise restraint

and refrain from taking actions that may
further complicate the situation," the
spokesperson added.

According to officials, nine targets struck
under "Operation Sindoor", four in
Pakistan and five in Pakistan-Occupied-
Kashmir, were chosen by the Indian Air
Force (IAF) after receiving intelligence
inputs about terror camps operating under
the guise of health centres to evade

the construction of a guest house
there.Meanwhile, the Indian military
establishment said all air defence units
have been put on alert along the frontier
with Pakistan, sources said.After the
operations, India reached out to several
leading countries, including the US, Russia,
the UK, UAE and Saudi Arabia and briefed
them about the military strike on the nine
terror targets in Pakistan and Pakistan-

world.

"At this phase of my life, I'm in

"Prioritise Peace, Stability": China's
Message To India, Pak After Op Sindoor

Beijing. India on Wednesday launched

"Operation Sindoor", hitting terrorist
infrastructure sites in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (POK) in
retaliation for the Pahalgam terror
attack. Reacting to the development,
China has expressed concern and
urged both sides to show restraint in
response to a major escalation
between its nuclear-armed neighbours.

A close ally of Pakistan, China shares

land borders with both countries.
Beijing expressed its '"regret over
India's military action this morning"
and said it was "concerned about the
current developments"."India and
Pakistan are neighbours that cannot be
moved apart, and they are also China's
neighbours. China opposes all forms
of terrorism," a foreign ministry
spokesperson said in a statement."We
call on both India and Pakistan to
prioritise peace and stability, remain
calm and restrained and avoid taking
actions that further complicate the

situation," the spokesperson added.

India's Action Against Pakistan
India and Pakistan exchanged heavy

artillery along the borders on
Wednesday, after New Delhi carried
out "precision strikes at terrorist
camps" at nine sites in POK and
Pakistan's Punjab. The military action
was carried out two weeks after the
killing of 26 civilians in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam.Islamabad said
Indian strikes had killed at least eight
people, while India said Pakistani

artillery fire had killed ten
civilians along the Line of Control
(LoC).

After the operation, the Indian army
said "justice is served", with New
Delhi stressing its actions "have
been focused, measured and non-
escalatory in nature"."No
Pakistani military facilities have
been targeted. India has
demonstrated considerable
restraint in the selection of targets
and the method of execution," an

official statement said.Reports said

that Indian armed forces used stand-
off weapons, drones and precision
munitions, besides other weapons, in
the strike. The targets included Hizbul

Mujahideen's facility in Mehmoona

Joya in Sialkot, Lashkar-e-Taiba's

base in Markaz Ahle Hadith in Barnala

and its camp in Muzaffarabad's

Shawai Nalla. India also struck at

Jaish-e-Mohammad's Markaz Abbas

facility in Kotli.

Michelle Obama Reveals She's In Therapy
As She Gears Up For "Next Phase" In Life

Former First Lady Michelle
Obama shared that she is seeking
therapy to navigate the "next phase of
her life." With her daughters grown,
her public service work concluded, and
her focus now on herself for the first
time in years, she emphasised the
importance of therapy in
navigating this personal shift. Her
comments follow speculation
about a possible divorce from
former President Barack Obama.

therapy right now because I'm
transitioning, you know? I'm 60
years old, I finished a really hard
thing in life with my family intact.
I'm an empty nester. You know
my girls are in — they've been
launched. And now for the first
time, as I've said before, every
choice I'm making is completely
mine," she said in an interview
with the Jay Shetty Podcast. The former
First Lady said a combination of being
out of public service and her children
being fully grown has left her in a

situation where "every choice that I'm
making is completely mine"."I now
don't have the excuse of, "Well, my kids
need this,' or 'my husband needs that, '
or 'the country needs that.' So, how do I
think about this next phase? Let me get
some help," she added.

Mrs Obama, a longtime advocate for

therapy, compared it to getting a "tune-
up." She explained that, having
practiced therapy for years, she feels
this is the ideal moment for it, as she

transitions into a new phase of life,
fully aware of her past experiences and
current needs. She acknowledged that
she was able to "unwind some old
habits" and "sort through some old
guilt" during therapy sessions.

Notably, her absence from events such as

President Donald Trump's
second inauguration and the
funeral of former President
Jimmy Carter earlier this year
prompted speculation that the
Obamas were not in good
health. Mrs Obama revealed
that stepping away from
certain high-profile
commitments was a deliberate
choice rooted in self-care. "I
get to look at my calendar,
which I did this year, was a real
big example of me, myself
looking at something that I was
supposed to do - you know,
without naming names - and I chose to
do what was best for me, not what I had
to do, not what I thought other people
wanted me to do," she said.

Occupied-Kashmir.

No terror camps in Pak
Journalist fact-checks
minister on air after
India strikes

Pakistan’s Information and Broadcasting Minister

Attaullah Tarar was left floundering on live television
after Sky News anchor Yalda Hakim fact-checked him
with his own government’s record of supporting terror
groups — just hours after India launched precision
strikes on terror camps across Pakistan and Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir (POK).In a calibrated military
response to the April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam,
Indian armed forces carried out cross-border strikes on
nine targets early on Wednesday. The strikes, dubbed
Operation Sindoor, destroyed infrastructure linked to
terror groups Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), and Hizbul Mujahideen.During an
appearance on Sky News, Tarar was denouncing New
Delhi for allegedly targeting civilian areas — a claim
that Hakim promptly dismantled.The Indian armed
forces have said that they only targeted terrorist camps
and not Pakistani military facilities," Hakim told the
minister. Tarar responded with a flat denial: "Let me
make it very clear, there are no terrorist camps in
Pakistan. Pakistan is a victim of terrorism. We are the

frontline state against terrorism."But Hakim swiftly
challenged him, pointing to an explosive admission
made just days earlier by Pakistan’s Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif."On my programme, just a week ago,
your Defence Minister Khawaja Asif admitted that
Pakistan has for decades had a policy of funding,
backing, using terrorist groups as proxies in the
country," Hakim said. "In 2018, President Donald
Trump cut military aid to Pakistan because he accused
Pakistan of playing a double game."She continued: "So
when you say there’re no terrorist camps in Pakistan,
that is going against what Gen Parvez Musharraf said,
what Benazir Bhutto said and what your defence
minister said just a week ago."Tarar struggled to
respond before doubling down: "Pakistan is the
guarantor of world peace." He then extended an
invitation to Hakim to visit the country.

"T have been to Pakistan," Hakim replied. "And we know

that Osama Bin Laden was discovered in Abbottabad in
Pakistan."Calling India a “provocator and aggressor”,
Tarar asserted Pakistan would defend its territory and
was readying a response to the missile strikes.

Pakistan condemns India's Operation Sindoor; claims
eight civilian deaths, summons top security meet

Pakistan Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif, condemning

the attack as a "heinous act

of aggression", said, "a

resolute response is already

underway."

n

"heinous act of aggression", said, "a
resolute response is already
underway."Following the strikes, Pakistan
initiated artillery shelling along the Line of
Control in the Bhimber Gali sector of the
Poonch-Rajauri region that claimed at least
three Indian lives.The Indian Army stated
that its troops are '"responding
appropriately in a calibrated
manner."Pakistan has reportedly closed all
major airports fora period of 48 hours.
State-run Pakistan Television, quoting
security officials, said the country's air

world. At least eight people, including a
child, were killed and around 38 were
injured in India's Operation Sindoor early
on Wednesday, Pakistan’s military
spokesperson Lt. Gen. Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry has claimed.

India's missile attacks come in retaliation to
the April 22 terrorist attack in Pahalgam,
when 26 people were killed.India's defence
ministry stressed that the operation was
measured and non-escalatory, with no
Pakistani civilian, economic, or military
installations struck.Pakistan's Minister of
Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif said

"they (India) have targeted multiple
locations, which are all civilian."India had
underlined that their strikes had targeted
known terror centres.Pakistan has called a
National Security Committee meet after
the strikes, reported AFP.Calling the strikes
"a cowardly attack", Chaudhary, claimed
that Indian strikes hit locations in Kotli,
Muridke, Bahawalpur, and Muzaffarabad.

Muridke houses the headquarters of Lashkar-
e-Taiba, while Bahawalpur in Punjab
province is a known base of Jaish-e-
Mohammad, led by Masood
Azhar.Chaudhry also called the strikes a
"heinous provocation" and said "we will
retaliate at the time of our
choosing".Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, condemning the attack as a

force shot down two Indian jets in
retaliation but provided no additional
detail, reported AP.Pakistan's Foreign
Affairs Ministry said Indian forces had
launched the strikes while staying in Indian
airspace. Other locations hit were near
Muridke in Punjab and Kotli in Pakistan-
controlled Kashmir.It said the attack
reportedly resulted in civilian casualties
and posed a significant threat to
commercial air traffic."This reckless
escalation has brought the two nuclear-
armed states closer to a major conflict," the
statement said.
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Hardik Pandya not bowling
final over can cost MI place in
playoff: Sunil Gavaskar

New Delhi. India legend Sunil Gavaskar
believes that Mumbai Indians captain Hardik
Pandya's decision to not bowl the final over
against Gujarat Titans in a rain-curtailed
thriller at the Wankhede Stadium could prove
costly in the race for the IPL 2025 playoffs.
Gavaskar made these remarks after Gujarat
Titans edged past Mumbai Indians by three
wickets under the Duckworth-Lewis-Stern
(DLS) method to move to the top of the IPL
points table.The former India captain pointed
to Pandya's proven track record in high-
pressure situations and questioned the logic
behind giving the final over to Deepak
Chahar, who has limited experience bowling
at the death. "As I explained earlier, because
of the fact that he had bowled those final o

vers - and bowled them very well - he bowled
over against Bangladesh where, I mean, we
got 3 wickets, Bangladesh had to score 4 or 5,
and India managed to win that game by 1. And
then in the final of the ICC T20 World Cup last
year in the West Indies, in Barbados, he
bowled that final over and India win,"
Gavaskar said while speaking on
JioStar.Chasing a modest target of 156,
Gujarat Titans stumbled early and fell behind
the DLS par score when rain first interrupted
play. After a stop-start encounter, which saw
two rain delays, GT needed 15 runs off the
final over following a weather-induced target
revision to 147 from 19 overs.IPL2025. MI vs
GT: Highlights

Mumbai handed the ball to Deepak Chahar, who
had rarely bowled in the final overs. Rahul
Tewatia and Gerald Coetzee capitalised -
Tewatia hit a four off the first ball, and
Coetzee smashed a six off the third. A costly
no-ball by Chahar further tilted the game in
GT's favour. Although he dismissed Coetzee,
Arshad Khan and Tewatia managed to
scramble a single off the last delivery to seal a
dramatic win."So with that, with one over left,
I would have thought that - because, let's face
it, also, you know, in commentary we heard
that Deepak Chahar really hasn't bowled in
the final 5 overs. This is probably, you know,
one of those rare occasions, so he, you know,
he's not used to bowling in the final overs. So
think that is where the... uh... but, I mean, the
game could have changed," Gavaskar
observed.

M1 vs GT: Sunil Gavaskar
honours Shubman Gill with
Player of Match for captaincy

New Delhi. Indian legend Sunil Gavaskar
adjudged Gujarat Titans captain Shubman
Gill the Player of the Match for his all-round
impact against Mumbai Indians on May 7 in
IPL 2025 - not just for being the top scorer,
but for his smart leadership in a rain-marred
nail-biter.Gill was handed the award after GT
clinched a three-wicket win via the DLS
method, where his 43 off 46 stood out on a
challenging Wankhede surface. More
importantly, it was his composed reading of
the pitch and bowling strategy in the first
innings that played a vital role in keeping MI
down to just 156.During the post-match
presentation, commentator Harsha Bhogle
informed Gill that Sunil Gavaskar, the
official adjudicator, picked him as the Player
of the Match not only for his batting but also
for his shrewd captaincy under
pressure.There was a little bit of chaos when

we came to bat after the break. But it was

good to get this result. The game plans were
different when we were batting in the
powerplay when there was some rain. It felt
like a Test match and we thought of playing
normal cricket. The rain kept coming and it
was not easy to come back in and play,"
Shubman Gill said."Lot of emotions. Most of
them were frustrating because at one stage,
we were ahead of the game. But one of those
phases of play when we lost four wickets.
Felt like a Test match. But we got one more
chance and we got across the line," he
added.In a match interrupted twice by rain,
Gill's tactical blend of spin - using Sai
Kishore and a resurgent Rashid Khan - and
pace through Prasidh Krishna helped control
MTI's middle overs. His calls proved decisive
as the visitors failed to build momentum on a
track that typically favours batters.

Even during GT's tense chase, Gill's
partnership with Jos Buttler helped lift the
side above the DLS par score after a slow
powerplay, triggered by Sai Sudharsan's
early dismissal of MI's Trent Boult.

Champions League: Barcelona coach fumes over
refereeing decisions after semi-final exit

«Barcelona's Champions
League journey ended after
a dramatic semi-final
defeat against Inter Milan.
Controversial referee
decisions sparked outrage
amongst Barcelona fans
including coach Hansi Flick.

—

New Delhi.

FC Barcelona manager Hansi
Flick fumed at Polish referee Szymon
Marciniak after the team's semi-final exit in
the Champions League. Barcelona lost 3-4 to
Inter Milan in the second leg of the
competition in a memorable tie at the San
Siro on Tuesday night, May 6.In a high-
intensity game, Barcelona fought back from
0-2 down, just like they did in the first leg of
the competition, but were undone by a late
Extra Time goal. Several 50-50 calls went

P | wj*“——.—.‘:"g’ .

against Barcelona on Tuesday, which had
Flick fuming at the press conference after
the match.Inter Milan stopped the Catalans
from reaching their first Champions League
final in a decade after an extra-time goal by
home substitute Davide Frattesi. Barca
thought they had victory in the bag when
they roared back from two goals down to
grab a 3-2 lead with Raphinha's goal in the
87th minute, but the hosts equalised through
Francesco Acerbi’s well-directed flick-in, in
added time to stay alive, and then scored the
winning goal in extra time.While Flick did
not mention what the inflexion points were,
during the match, the Barcelona coach was

seen agitated with two decisions - one
against Pau Cubarsi which resulted in a
penalty against Barcelona, and then against
Lamine Yamal, where Barcelona were given
a free kick instead of a penalty, despite the
foul being carried into the box.Barca's
players and bench also complained about
what they thought was a handball inside the
box by Inter defender Acerbi and a foul by
fullback Denzel Dumfries on Gerard Martin
in the build-up to the equaliser which took
the game to extra time."I don't want to talk
too much about the referee, but every
decision that was 50-50 went (Inter's) way,"
Flick said in a press conference."l am

IPL 2025: Mumbai Indians will treat every game
as playoffs now, says coach Mahela Jayawardene

«Mumbai Indians lost to
Gujarat Titans on Wednesday

«Mumbai have 14 points from
12 matches

«MI coach said that every
match is a knockout game from
now on

New Delhi

Mumbai Indians complicated
their chances of qualification to the Indian
Premier League playoffs after losing to
Guyjarat Titans on Tuesday, May 6. In a rain-
curtailed match, MI lost on the final ball
after Gujarat chased down 147 runs from 19
overs with three wickets in hand.

With seven teams still in the playoffs race, it is

increasingly looking like 16 points will not
be safe enough to make it to the top 4 this
season. Mumbai have 14 points from 12
matches, and desperately need to win the
final 2 games to ensure a position in the final
4 this season.Speaking on the same at the
post-match press conference, Mumbai
Indians head coach Mahela Jayawardene

said that the team will treat every single
match as a playoffs from now on as they look
to maintain their tremendous second-half
run in the tournament.

Mumbai Indians showed exceptional

resilience to stay in the playoffs race despite
losing four out of their first five matches this
season. MI were on a sensational 6-game
winning haul, which was brought to a halt by
the barest of margins on Tuesday.“Both
teams made quite a few mistakes all day in
the middle and we probably made more than
they did. I think that's the difference. I think
we didn't play our best, especially with the
bat. 1 thought we were set up nicely

\[initially] and then, we just had to bat those
last eight overs, which we didn't bat
smartly," Jayawardene analysed the game at
the post-match press conference.“We're
probably 30 runs short on that wicket The
guys bowled really well and created a lot of
opportunities. So, I think that's a good sign
and we treat every game as a playoff game
from here on. I'm very proud of the boys
today, the way they fought back from that
situation,” he added.Mumbai Indians play
Punjab Kings and Delhi Capitals in their
final 2 matches of the season. They will bank
on their top performers - Suryakumar Yadav
and Jasprit Bumrah - to qualify for the top 4.

Frattesi shoots Inter info Champions
League final after Barcelona epic

MILAN: Davide Frattesi fired Inter Milan into

the Champions League final on Tuesday
with an extra-time winner which gave the
Italians a stunning 4-3 triumph over
Barcelona, 7-6 on aggregate.

Italy midfielder Frattesi won a tie for the ages

under a downpour in Milan when he lashed
home in the 99th minute after great play
from Marcus Thuram, sending a packed and
rocking San Siro wild with joy.Simone
Inzaghi's team will face either Arsenal or
Paris Saint-Germain at the end of this month
in Munich, where they will feel they have a
great chance to be crowned kings of Europe
for a fourth time after coming out on top in
an epic contest.Frattesi has become
something of a super-sub for Inter and he

e

struck late just as he did in the first leg of his
team's quarter-final win over Bayern
Munich."It's just incredible, I don't know
what to say. I thought after the Bayern game

I couldn't ever feel the same emotions, but
tonight was even more incredible," said
Frattesi to Sky Sport.“This has been my
career, really. I wasn't blessed with
incredible talent, but I never give up and
always believe and this is the reward for all
my effort and dedication."Tuesday's
triumph saved Inter's season as their bid for
the treble went up in smoke after getting
past Bayern.Inter conceded top spot in Serie
Ato Napoli, who are favourites to claim the
domestic league title, while AC Milan
dumped them out of the Italian Cup.But
Inter ended Barca's hopes for the quadruple
and head into the final weeks of the season
buoyant with a second Champions League
final in three seasons to look forward to.

disappointed, but not with my team. They
tried everything. It's the way it is. We are
out, but next year we will try again to make
the fans happy."It makes me sad ... My team
did an excellent job. I don't like talking
about the referee ... I've told him what I
think, but I'm not going to say here what I've
said..."Barca were chasing a treble after
winning the Copa del Rey, but will now turn
their focus to La Liga, where they top the
table and on Sunday host rivals Real
Madrid, who trail them by four points with
four games to go.The five-time winners
were hoping to reach their first Champions
League final since 2015, but were left
licking their wounds ahead of Sunday's 'El
Clasico'. Unbeaten domestically since late
December, Barcelona will try to grab a
fourth consecutive victory over Real this
season.

"We'll learn from this. It's a progression. We
want to keep learning. We don't have much
time to train now, but next weekend we are
back. It's normal to be disappointed," Flick
said."The team deserves the respect they
have earned. We play to win, we want to win
titles and we have La Liga, with a very
difficult match. We have a few days to
prepare for this match. Each player, when
they get home, can look in the mirror and be
proud of themselves. We'll analyse the game
calmly and see what we can do," the coach
concluded.

Mumbai Indians must
win both games to

control their destiny in
IPL 2025: Anil Kumble

New Delhi Former India captain and coach

Anil Kumble believes Mumbai Indians (MI)
must win both their remaining league
matches to ensure qualification for the IPL
2025 playoffs without relying on other
results. Speaking on JioStar after MI's
dramatic last-ball defeat to Gujarat Titans
(GT), Kumble underlined the fine margins at
play as the tournament nears its business
end."Eighteen points should secure a play-
off spot. GT need to win just one of their
remaining three to get there. For Mumbai,
they must win both upcoming games. At 16
points, things can get tricky - you don't want
to rely on other teams' results. From winning
six in a row to losing today, MI won't want to
take it to the wire. Winning both games is a
must to control their destiny," Kumble
said.GT snapped MI's six-match winning
streak in a rain-marred thriller at the
Wankhede, clinching victory by three
wickets off the final ball under the DLS
method. The result significantly dented MI's
chances of finishing in the top two, a position
that offers an extra shot at reaching the
final.Despite the setback, MI still have their
fate in their own hands. Wins in both
remaining fixtures will take them to 18 points
- a tally that historically ensures a playoff
berth. However, a top-two finish remains

uncertain, as Gujarat Titans, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, and Punjab Kings all
have the potential to surpass that mark.

If MI manage only one win from their last two

matches and finish on 16 points, they will
have to depend on the outcomes of other
fixtures. A loss in both games would knock
them out of playoff contention.

The only silver lining for the five-time

champions is their superior net run rate of
+1.156, which could prove decisive in a tight
race. With 14 league matches still to be
played and seven teams still in contention,
the playoff equation remains wide open.

Ml vs GT: Hardik Pandya, Ashish Nehra fined for
breaching IPL Code of Conduct in thriller

wMumbai Indians captain Hardik
Pandya was fined Rs. 24 lakh for
his team's second slow over-rate
offense of the season, while
Gujarat Titans head coach Ashish
Nehra was fined 25% of his
match fees and handed a demerit
point for conduct deemed
"contrary to the spirit of the

ame.

New Delhi. The Board of Control for Cricket

in India (BCCI) has taken disciplinary action
against Mumbai Indians captain Hardik
Pandya and Gujarat Titans head coach
Ashish Nehra for breaching the IPL Code of

Conduct during their tightly contested clash
at the Wankhede Stadium.Pandya was fined
for his team's slow over rate - Mumbai
Indians' second such offence of the season.
As a result, he was handed a Rs 24 lakh
penalty, while the rest of the playing XI,

including the impact player and concussion
substitute, were each fined either Rs 6 lakh or
25% of their match fees, whichever was
lesser.Nehra, meanwhile, was sanctioned for
conduct deemed contrary to the spirit of the
game. Though the IPL's official release did

not elaborate on the specifics, the former
India pacer was seen visibly animated during
the rain-interrupted match and engaged in
prolonged, heated discussions with the on-
field umpires. He was fined 25% of his match
fee and handed one demerit point after
admitting to a Level 1 offence under Article
2.20 of the Code.Confirming Pandya's
penalty, the IPL said in an official statement:
"As it was his team's second offence of the
season under the IPL's Code of Conduct
relating to minimum over-rate offences,
Pandya was fined Rs 24 lakh."On Nehra's
conduct, the league added: "Ashish Nehra,
Head Coach, Gujarat Titans, has been fined
25% of his match fees and has also
accumulated one demerit point for breaching
the IPL Code of Conduct. He admitted to the
Level 1 offence under Article 2.20 - which
pertains to conduct that is contrary to the
spirit of the game - and accepted the match
referee's sanction." For Level 1 breaches, the
match referee's decision is final and binding.
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' Ananya
- Panday

Flaunts Oiled And Braided Hair As
She Wraps Up New Project

d nanya Panday has wrapped up yet another of her projects. After

by

impressing viewers with her role as Dilreet in the recently

released Kesari Chapter 2, the 26-year-old actress took to her

Instagram account to share the happy news with fans about the wrap of

her shoot, While Ananya did not specify the name of the film or series,

she gave her followers a fun behind-the-scenes peek featuring her team.

Taking to her Instagram Stories on Monday, May 5, Ananya posted a

cheerful picture taken inside her vanity van. In the picture, she was seen

posing with her hair and makeup team, all flashing big smiles. Ananya

stood in the middle of the image, dressed casually in a black tee, looking all
relaxed and happy.

However, the highlight of the photo turned out to be the actress’ oiled and braided

7 hair, which she did not shy away from flaunting on camera. Sharing it, Ananya

<o

wrote, “& it’s an oil in my

hair kinda wrap with the

girlies," followed by a red
heartemoticon.

Before announcing the
wrap-up of her project,
Ananya shared some
candid snippets from

her trip to Italy as she
attended the Chanel
Cruise 2025/26
show. The post
opened with

selfies of the 26-

year-old actress

and a delicious spread of food. A series of random pictures, including

that of her fur baby, quotes, some tourist spots in the country and a

bottle of oil concluded the post.In the caption, Ananya wrote, “Final
touches and a little bit of this and that.”

On the professional front, Ananya Panday was last seen in Kesari

Chapter 2: the Untold Story of Jallianwala Bagh. The historical

courtroom drama, directed by Karan Singh Tyagi, stars Akshay

Kumar in a lead role alongside R Madhavan, Regina Cassandra,

Simon Paisley Day and Alexx O’Nell. Based on the book The

Case That Shook The Empire by Pushpa Palat and Raghu Palat,

delves into the legal battle led by barrister C Sankaran Nair

(played by Akshay Kumar) to uncover the truth behind the

brutal Jallianwala Bagh massacre that shook India on April 13,

Is Impressed With Diljit Dosanjh’s MET
Gala 2025 Look, Says ‘Hands Down’

Directed by Vivek Soni, the film is going to be a college
iljit Dosanjh made history by appearing for ~ sword case. Styled by Nepalese-American
the first time on the red carpet of the MET

-

reprise her role as Bella Chowdhury in Call Me Bae
his cultural roots in the most stylish way possible.

season 2.

viral. Mrunal Thakur has also joined them and Diljit Dosanjh wore his culture with prid, with
showered praises on singer cum actor. She has  every detail of his outfit thoughtfully chosen. The
called it her favourite look. The actor-singer ivory and gold ensemble featured a sleek
showed up in a jaw-dropping royal Maharaja-  silhouette, a cinched waist, a dramatic cape, and a
inspired look, complete with a cape that had perfect blend of textures. His turban was adorned
beautiful Punjabi words : with fine jewels, and a
embroidered on it. matching maharaja haar
Taking to her Instagram completed the regal look in all
stories, Mrunal shared its splendor. To top it off, he
Diljit’s post and photos carried a sword. Diljit’s cape
with the caption reading, also stood out, with Punjabi
“@Diljit Dosanjh hands words embroidered on the

down my favourite look. back.

@IAMKANWAL BATO On the work front, Mrunal
OL my baby love you Thakur is currently shooting
absolutely nailed it." The % for Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona
actor’s look is a special | Hai. The film stars Varun
tribute to Patiala’s Dhawan and Pooja Hegde. The At
Maharaja Bhupinder Singh team is currently shooting for the film in Glasgow, ’:r )
Scotland, for a month-long schedule. Mrunal ﬁ”_ /
Thakur has shared a photo from the set,

romance about engineering students. Ananya will also
designer Prabal Gurung, the outfit paid tribute to
Gala 2025. His royal look has been going

proving once again
that no one mixes desi swag with global fashion
like Diljit. He later posted photos from the red

carpet on Instagram, and while the pictures were
stunning, it’s his caption that’s winning hearts

everywhere. He wrote: “Main hoon Punjab.
Inspired by the theme of Black Dandyism, I bring
my turban, my culture, and my mother tongue
Punjabito the Met Gala.”

Diljit, the Punjabi music sensation, made his

expressing her disbeliefand gratitude.

Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai, helmed by David

Dhawan, is produced by Ramesh Taurani under
the TIPS banner. The cast of the film includes
Varun Dhawan, Mrunal Thakur, Mouni Roy,
Chunky Panday, Pooja Hegde, Maniesh Paull

S~
Jimmy Shergill. Rakesh Bedi, Ali Asgar, Kubbra Xk
Sait, Rohit Saraf, Rajeev Khandelwal, Nins |

Nirmal, and Sreeleela, among others.

dazzling Met Gala debut in 2025, rocking an all-
white traditional look that featured a turban and a

Tiger Shroff Flaunts His
Toned Back In New Beach

iger Shroff’s social media has become a go-to

source of inspiration for fitness enthusiasts.

Apart from his impeccable acting skills, the
action star is quite a fitness lover. Tiger has once
again left fans in awe with his jaw-dropping
chiselled physique. In the latest video shared on
Instagram, he was seen running shirtless on the
beach. With his back to the camera, Tiger Shroffran
barefoot on the sand. He also flaunted his toned
back and arm muscles in the video. Tiger simply
dropped a sun and a wave emoji in the caption,
followed by the hashtags blessed and nature
therapy. Take a look:

Before this, Tiger Shroff showcased his lightning-fast
running in an Instagram post. The actor shared a
video of himself running on the track, giving fans a
glimpse of his stunning muscular physique. The
clip featured the Baaghi star sporting a yellow
shorts and shoes. The caption on the post read,
“Haven’t tested my full speed in a while..still as fast
as i used to be and any car on our roads."Coming to
Tiger Shroft’s work slate, the actor was last seen in
Rohit Shetty’s Singham Again. Next, he is gearing
up for the release of Baaghi 4. Last year, Tiger
shared a glimpse of his rugged look from the movie
on Instagram. In the pictures, he was seen sporting a
yellow vest with the text “Work Hard" written over
it. In the caption, Tiger wrote, “Half tiger half
gorilla.”

Directed by A Harsha, Baaghi 4 is the latest addition
to the hit Baaghi franchise. The first movie, titled
Baaghi, released in 2016, followed by the second
instalment in 2018 and the third one in 2020.
Besides Tiger Shroff, Baaghi 4 features Sonam
Bajwa as the lead actress, while Sanjay Dutt will
portray the antagonist. The film is expected to hit
theatres on September 5, 2025.

Priyanka Chopra Stuns In
Diamond Mini Dress At Met
Gala 2025 After—Party

riyanka Chopra looked cheerful as she

headed for Met Gala 2025 after-party
with her hubby Nick Jonas!

ctress Priyanka Chopra wowed fans with

her stunning look at the Met Gala 2025. She

graced the prestigious fashion event in a
custom Balmain black-and-white polka dot outfit,
and her pictures and videos from the glamorous
event went viral on social media. After the event,
she was seen heading to the Met Gala 2025 after-
party with her hubby Nick Jonas. She changed into
a shimmery mini-dress that looked absolutely
stunning on her.

Videos shared by Priyanka Chopra’s fan pages show
the actress slaying in a shimmery mini-dress that
perfectly flaunted her curves. The dress seemed to
be covered in diamonds, and the actress looked
gorgeous as she stepped out for the after-party.
Nick Jonas was seen holding her hand as they
made their way to the car. While it seemed to be
raining outside, a staff member held an umbrella
over the couple to shield them from the rain.
Priyanka’s glam was on point as well, and she
appeared to be in a cheerful mood as she headed to
the after-party.

Several fans of Priyanka called out her name, and the
actress politely smiled and greeted them. Fans
went gaga over her. While one fan commented,
“Face card never declines on Priyanka," another
one wrote, “Apart from being a stunning goddess
that she’s, Pri 1s so kind towards everyone. The
way she tries to acknowledge the girls that are
shouting her name." A third comment read, “They
look socute.”

Priyanka and Nick share a special connection with
the Met Gala. They first walked the red carpet
together at the 2017 event as friends and soon
began dating. Since then, they’ve become a power
couple, regularly making appearances together at
global events and always managing to turn
heads.Meanwhile, for Met Gala 2025, Priyanka
chose a stylish look designed by Olivier Rousteing
for Balmain. She wore a matching jacket over her
polka dot dress with a detachable train, which she
removed once she reached the venue. Her outfit
was a blend of old-school glamour with a modern
feel. While her overall look was perfect, it was her
oversized black hat and the sparkling Bulgari
necklace that truly caught everyone’s attention.
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