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A call for collective
sanity in these
violent times

It is not easy to come out of the shock, pain and anger

The disastrous consequences of playing with rivers

Stopping the water flow of the Indus may be a smart diplomatic move, but playing with the river's course could prove hazardous in the long run.

THE painting, 'At the Water's Edge' (1890), by Paul

Cézanne is a study of light and reflection where the
composition threatens to dissolve into patches of colour. I

Nile fertile. Not only that, it also led to the spread of
Bilharzia or Schistosomiasis, a deadly disease spread by
snails, and it helped in the growth of malaria.

and water cannot flow together" following a militant
attack in Kashmir, but China reportedly came to
Islamabad's rescue by blocking a tributary of the Tsangpo.

am not sure what he had in mind when he gave the title, but A dammed river is no longer a river. And increasingly, a India has only run-of-the-river hydro-projects that cannot

that the recent terrorist attack at Pahalgam in

Jammu and Kashmir has caused to our collective
consciousness. And, as many suspect the
involvement of Pakistan in this brute act, the mass
psychology of revenge seems to have affected the
public sentiment. Yes, it is for the Indian state, and
associated officials, foreign policy strategists and
army personnel to decide the way the entire gang
of terrorists and their sponsors are punished and
eliminated.Yet, as a teacher/educator, I dare to be
contemplative, and ask myself a difficult question:
Can our 'legitimate' violence be necessarily
appreciated as the most appropriate response to
their illegitimate violence? Or, is there any other
way to acknowledge the roots of this violence, and
move towards a state of collective sanity through
self-reflexive education and mass awakening?

As teachers, we have some responsibility to
communicate with the young generation, urge
them not to get carried away by the instinctive urge
for revenge and problematise what these days we
have almost normalised. In this context, let me
make three observations.First, whenever a crisis of
this kind erupts, the proponents of hyper-
nationalism become super active. And as an
emotion, hyper-nationalism is immensely
addictive because it simplifies a complex
phenomenon, creates binaries, popularises
conspiracy theories, negates the possibility of
authentic self-critique and demonises the
‘enemies' of the nation for every problem it
confronts. While the ruling regime loves the
gospel of this ideology of binaries to hide its own
failures, we, as ordinary citizens, are almost
hypnotised to think that our 'enemies' — say,
Pakistan, or 'separatists' in Kashmir, or the Muslim
population in general — cause all sorts of
problems; and if we succeed in eliminating these
enemies, we would live in peace forever! No
wonder, the stimulation of hyper-nationalism, far
from restoring sanity and the spirit of dialogue,
takes us to a never-ending chain of violence vs
counter-violence.Second, the discourse of hyper-
nationalism, as we are witnessing, is sustained by
yet another dangerous practice of religious
fundamentalism. In fact, the practice of religious
fundamentalism robs religion of the religiosity of
love and compassion, or the spiritual quest for the
oceanic merger of the temporal and the eternal,
form and formlessness, or the finite and the
infinite. Instead, it blinds our visions, and makes
us think that it is only our religion that is supreme,
and all those who adhere to different faiths are
necessarily our enemies and potential sources of
cultural contamination. When the terrorists killed
innocent people on the basis of their religious
identities at Pahalgam, we could see a close link
between terrorism and religious fundamentalism.
But then, there is a great danger, if in order to cope
with this sort of Islamic fundamentalism, we too
are tempted to fall into the same trap. Is it,
therefore, surprising that at this crucial moment, a
group of militant Hindu nationalists are provoking
us so that we begin to see every Muslim as a
potential enemy of the nation? Likewise, when
every Kashmiri Muslim is reduced to an object of
perpetual surveillance or military gaze, we
reproduce the same ideology of violence.Third, it
is high time we began to interrogate militarism as
an answer to terrorist violence. War is not fun; war
is not a television spectacle; and war, far from
solving a problem, intensifies it further. Yes, the
wound it causes does not heal easily. Even if the
narcissistic ego of a nation seeks to manifest itself
through its military power, missiles, bombs and
nuclear weapons, the celebration of militarism
brutalises our consciousness and negates the
possibility of dialogue, reconciliation and peace.

In recent times, we have witnessed the devastating
effect of the Russia-Ukraine war, or, for that
matter, the Israel-Palestine war. And despite a
series of wars with Pakistan, Indo-Pak relationship
remains tension-ridden. The 'victory' in a bloody
war might help the power-hungry politicians to
win another election.

Kashmir's Pahalgam massacre has pushed the two
neighbouring and warring nations, India and Pakistan, at
the water's edge over River Indus, that lends its name to
India and the subcontinent from the original Tibetan and
Sanskrit Sindhu.Rising in southwestern Tibet near Lake
Mapam at 18,000 feet, the gorgeous Indus is one of the
largest river systems that has flowed through millennia,
often shifting its course, like rivers do.I haven't seen many
paintings of the Indus river, except one by Singaporean
artist Choo Keng Kwang and another of the 'Hyderabad
Fort across Indus River' by RM Grindley (1808) at the
Victoria and Albert Museum. But we have seen many
photographs and it is a terrifyingly stunning landscape
across glaciers and gorges that reach depths
of 17,000 feet, flowing across mountain
ranges and plains, entwining nation states
and civilisations within its embrace.In recent
years, there has been a lot of writing about
rivers and their histories and what they mean
to people. In one of my curatorial efforts
around an edition of 'ArtEast', a festival
around art and livelihood, we decided to
explore the Ganga and the Brahmaputra. In
one of the sessions, I recall a speaker
referring to the book 'The Conquest of
Nature' by the great British historian of
Germany, David Blackbourn, who posits a
question on the conquest of nature: When do
you decide to conquer nature? "The very idea
of conquering nature has, within it, a lot of
assumptions about the power of technology,
the power of humanity and a very different
kind of attitude to the river as an entity."Now
that India wants to weaponise the Indus, we
could return to Blackbourn, who wrestles
with this question: How can we pretend to
know how a river thinks, even if we were to
assume that the river is an entity?But we can
surely attempt to find out what people think
about rivers. The people who live along these rivers. That
led us to begin a series of conversations, River Dialogues,
to try and revive the river imagination not just through
measuring cusecs of water, but through flora and fauna,
music, invoking folklore and creation myths.

We know the disastrous consequences of playing with

rivers. Over the last 200 years, attempts to transform the

Nile have not worked. The building of the great dam of

Aswan cut off the flow of silt which kept the delta of the

INCESSANT public scrutiny has prompted the higher

judiciary to take proactive steps for ensuring greater
transparency and accountability. Weeks after Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhankhar expressed outrage over
what he perceived to be judicial overreach and
opacity, the Supreme Court has made public the entire
process of appointments to the high courts and the
apex court, uploading the details on its website. The

names of judges recommended by the collegium, their
relation to sitting or retired judges of the SC or high w.

courts, the inputs received from the Central and state
governments — it’s all there in black and white,
readily accessible to everyone. What’s more, the SC
has uploaded statements of its judges’ assets, a month
after a full-court decision was taken to publicly
disclose the specifics.The exercise, carried out “for
the knowledge and awareness” of the people, will go a
long way towards boosting public confidence in the
judiciary. This institution, a vital pillar of the State, has

river, as ecologists continuously remind us, is a living
entity and, as Blackbourn writes: The "conquest of water
led to a decline in biodiversity and brought damaging
invasive species.... Hydrological projects also wiped out
human communities, and with them valuable forms of
knowledge: carefully calibrated ways of living with and
from the water."While the Pakistan army chief made a
provocative statement a few days before the Pahalgam
massacre, saying that Kashmir is the "jugular vein of
Pakistan", in reality, it is the Indus that threatens to push
the two nations to a war-like situation.In addition to the
routine military posturing and tactical ground operations,
India, the upper riparian state, has decided it would hold

TN T

the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT), in place since 1960, "in
abeyance." This is a first in many India-Pakistan face-
offs.For decades, security experts have been apprehensive
of water wars and this could well be a tester. However,
suspending the treaty is not the same as saying water will
not flow down the Indus river. Though the Jal Shakti
Minister of India has used his right of political rhetoric to
threaten Pakistan, saying not a drop of the Indus waters
would be given, most of us know that it is not possible to
suddenly stop the flow. In 2016, India warned that "blood

Keep it up, judiciary

SC stress on transparency is laudable

of late been targeted not only by Dhankhar but also by
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey, who accused the Supreme

A critical milestone is set to be reached in consumer
electronics, with most of Apple’s iPhones meant for
the US to be sourced from India in the April-June
quarter this year. This does not mean that China will
cease to be the dominant player in the Apple
ecosystem. But it does mean there is a window of
opportunity for this country to develop into a
consumer electronics hub for the world.

The rate of production and exports of iPhones has
been rising exponentially in recent times. Latest
data shows that exports of these devices have
virtually doubled from Rs 28,500 crore in the
January-March quarter of 2024 to Rs 48,000 crore
during the same period this period. The aim is to
source iPhones meant for the American market
primarily from India, leaving China to supply to the
rest of the world.The tech giant’s anxiety to
diversify the supply chain is a result of several
unexpected developments over the past few years.
The first was the altered environment in China
during the pandemic as a fallout of the zero-Covid
policy. Ties with the US had also become strained
due to economic issues and tensions over Taiwan.
Apple, which had placed its bets entirely on China
till then, recognised the need to identify alternative
investment sites in order to resume hassle-free
operations. Like many other multinationals, it went
ahead to implement a ‘China Plus One’ policy in the
post-Covid era. The new strategy resulted in a spate
ofinvestments in India and Vietnam.

The second unforeseen event that brought about a
renewed urgency in shifting operations is the tariff
policy unleashed by Donald Trump after taking over

A bigger piece of the Apple pie

A window of opportunity for India to become a global hub of consumer electronics

as US President. As of now, it seems that countries
other than China would have a tariff advantage in
the American market. Apple CEO Tim Cook has
categorically stated that most iPhones delivered to
the US in future would come from India. Other
devices like the iPad, Mac and AirPods would be
supplied from Vietnam. Yet India looks set to
become the tech leader’s second major
manufacturing hub, after China.

What is interesting is that till recently, Apple had
little interest in investing in India or even

exploiting the enormous domestic market for |

smartphones. The outlook is now diametrically

opposite as production is not just for the export 4

market but also for the Indian consumer. Sizeable
investments have been made by the tech company’s
collaborators Foxconn, Pegatron and Tata
Electronics in the southern states of Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu. At the same time, sales volumes in the
domestic market are crossing quarterly records.
These moves to expand the footprint of one of the
biggest tech giants could turn out to be a tipping
point for the Indian electronics industry. It merits a
comparison with the sea change witnessed in the
1980s when Japan’s Suzuki Motor Corporation
ventured into car production here in the face of
warnings from other auto majors. The gamble by the
relative minnow in the global automobile sector
paid off handsomely. Other foreign brands entered
the market, but none could match the first-mover
advantage that Suzuki gained and has retained till
now in the Indian market.It was not just the entry of
Suzuki that revolutionised the car industry in this

country. It was the creation of the network of auto
ancillary manufacturers that sprung up to provide
components for the new Japanese-Indian joint
venture, Maruti. These component enterprises laid
the basis for an automobile industry that now has a
commanding 50 per cent share in India’s
manufacturing sector.

Ultimately, it was the success of Maruti-Suzuki that

gave an impetus to other global auto majors to
invest here in the 1990s. This happened despite
continuing concerns over complex regulatory
systems even after the launch of the 1991 economic
reforms. It was the viability and profitability of
Suzuki that became a catalyst for others to make the
leap of faith to enter the Indian market. The
expansion of the auto ancillary sector also made it
possible to make more components for the new
foreign car ventures indigenously instead of merely
importing them in CKD (completely knocked
down) kits.Apple’s newfound commitment to

store such a large amount of water nor does the Indus
Waters Treaty allow for that. This could well be a
diplomatic bait to renegotiate the treaty and allow
building of infrastructure for the storage of water.
Currently, India can't utilise more than 20 per cent of the
water of the Indus basin due to inadequate capacity. It also
runs the risk of flooding its own geography.

Since 2022, India and Pakistan haven't convened any

meetings to resolve the water disputes. In 2023, India
proposed the treaty be renegotiated, with changing
demographic and climate conditions.

Diverting rivers also means price of the water. To divert

water is expensive and may not be feasible. Even China
has been hesitant about diverting the Tsangpo
water.

The Indus wasn't waiting for Pahalgam.
Parineeta Dandekar from South Asia Network
on Dams, Rivers and People (SANDRP)
writes: "The war with climate change is
already going on with massive changes in
hydrology in Indus basin in general and
Chenab basin in particular."

The Chenab basin has the largest number of
completed, under-construction and planned
hydropower projects among the western rivers
of'the Indus basin in India. Any hasty decisions
to push for more reservoirs and dams without
cumulative studies will push both India and
Pakistan to the brink of a natural disaster.

Based on an extensive travel and fieldwork in
2024 from the origin of the Chenab to
Akhnoor, where the river exits India,
community interviews, review of government
reports and scientific studies in the Chenab
basin, Chenab headwaters and communities,
the report by SANDRP cautions development
of any large projects in a place that is
seismically active and has been witnessing

repeated climate disasters.Hydro engineering in this
fragile terrain has irreversible geological and ecological
consequences for the river and various entities that live
within and around the rivers, and for the people who live
along the river, downstreamand upstream.

People living in areas around the origin of the diversion will

also suffer and millions could be displaced. Stopping the
water flow may be a smart diplomatic move, but playing
with the river's course could prove hazardous in the long
run.

Court of taking the country towards anarchy and
blamed the Chief Justice of India for ongoing
“civil wars”. Even though the apex court has
refused to entertain a plea seeking contempt
action against Dubey, the blatant attempts to
undermine the authority of the judiciary don’t
augur well for our democracy; they must be
condemned in the strongest terms.The push for
transparency is also aimed at warding off the
detractors of the collegium system of judicial
appointments. Allegations of nepotism have
turned the spotlight back on the National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act, which
was struck down as “unconstitutional” by the SC
in 2015. At stake is the independence of the
judiciary, which is being criticised by the
executive and the legislature to hide their own
shortcomings. The Supreme Court is doing well

by standing firm in the face of these challenges.

investments in smartphone production could be the

trigger for a similar effect, making India an

investment hub for consumer electronics. It could

have an even greater impact since Apple is not a

minnow, as Suzuki was, but a big fish in the global

tech order. It is one of the Magnificent Seven that
tower over American stock markets. Other tech
companies are thus likely to follow its lead.

‘What must give even greater comfort to investors is
the fact that Korean tech conglomerate Samsung
has also invested heavily in India’s electronics
manufacturing industry. It ranks second only to
Apple in terms of exports and is a much bigger
player in the domestic market.The interest
expressed by Big Tech comes amid the launch of a
$2.7-billion production-linked incentive scheme
for the consumer electronics industry. This is
aimed at removing the biggest lacuna in this
segment, the slow pace of making components
indigenously. The unveiling of the scheme in April

is timely as it comes just as Apple is expanding its
presence in the Indian economy.India’s role as an
international hub for consumer electronics
especially phones has remained at the level of mere
potential for quite some time. Things may change
now. Even so, one must make the usual caveats.
China continues to be a world leader by many
lengths, and smaller countries like Vietnam are also
attracting new investments in this area. Yet it is
possible for India to play catch-up over the next few
years, especially given the pace at which Apple has
been ramping up output and exports. The regulatory
system will have to be simplified much more.
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India-Pak tensions lift
Chinese jet maker's stock by
36% in 2 days

New Delhi The stock of Chinese jet maker Avic
Chengdu Aircraft Co Ltd has gone up by over 36% in
just two days. This sudden rise comes as tensions
between India and Pakistan have increased
following India’s recent military action.Avic
Chengdu Aircraft is a Chinese defence company. It
makes fighter jets such as the JF-17 Thunder and the
J-10C Vigorous Dragon, which are used by the
Pakistan Air Force. As of Thursday, the company’s
share price rose by 16.37% to reach 80.68 yuan. This
was after a 17% jump on Wednesday. In total, the
stock has gained 36.21% in two days and has gone up
44% in the past one month.

This jump in the company’s stock price comes at a time
when there have been many reports following India’s
recent strikes. Some reports on social media claimed
that Pakistan had shot down Indian fighter jets.
However, these were later debunked by fact
checkers. The Indian Embassy also warned the
Chinese state-run Global Times not to share
unverified news about India’s military operations.

India carried out what it called Operation Sindoor, a
missile attack on nine terror camps in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) on May 7. These
included targets in Bahawalpur, Kotli,
Muzaffarabad, and Muridke, according to a
statement from Pakistan’s foreign ministry. Other
places reportedly hit by Indian missiles included
Gulpur, Bhimber, Bagh, Chak Amru, and Sialkot.

This was the first such missile operation by India since
the 1971 war. It was a joint action by the Indian
Army, Navy, and Air Force. Following the strikes,
Pakistan’s Karachi 100 stock index dropped by
3,559.48 points, or 3.13%, closing at 1,10,009.03 on
Wednesday.Indian stock markets, however,
remained steady. Both Sensex and Nifty ended the
day in green. Market experts said that while the
situation with Pakistan has become tense, it has not
affected investor confidence in India so far.

A report from Emkay Global said India’s strong reply
after the Pahalgam terror attack has increased fears
of further conflict. However, it believes markets will
notbe deeply affected unless the situation worsens.

It added that the market might see some pause or
sideways movement in the short term, but still
expects Nifty to grow by around 7% in FY26. Emkay
also said small and mid-cap stocks may perform
better.Pankaj Singh, Founder at SmartWealth.ai, said
that short-term caution is normal, but Indian markets
have shown strong recovery in the past after similar
incidents. “Unless there is a larger economic or
global shock, tensions between India and Pakistan
have not caused long-term damage to markets.
Investors should keep their focus on business
fundamentals, not fear,” he said.

Retirement age IS moving
from 60 to 45": An
investment banker explains
why

New Delhi. In India’s fast-changing corporate world,
the idea of working comfortably until 60 is slowly
fading. These days, professionals are starting to feel
the pressure much earlier, often by their mid-40s.
Investment banker and advisor Sarthak Ahuja says
this shiftis real, and it’s worrying.He said, “There's a
very disturbing trend coming up in Indian corporates
where the retirement age is moving from 60 to 45,
and not in a good way.”Unlike fields such as law or
medicine, where age brings more respect and higher
pay, corporate roles like sales, marketing,
operations, product, and tech are seeing the
opposite. “In functions like sales, marketing,
operations, product management, and especially in
tech, a lot of companies are realising that people in
their mid-40s are now redundant,” he
mentioned.Ahuja explained, “They're not upskilled,
they're not as agile as younger talent, which also
comes at a fraction of their cost, which is why a lot of
companies are not outrightly firing these people, but
setting up new departments with a lot of younger
people and giving them a lot of more attention
resources.”As a result, many of these mid-career
professionals are preparing for life after corporate
jobs. Ahuja says chartered accountant offices are
seeing a rise in LLP registrations, as people in their
40s set up consulting firms not for passion projects,
but as backup plans. These small firms are often
created to offer consulting services once their
regular jobs start drying up.

Uber CEO says it's OK if
employees leave over new
workplace policies

CHENNALI. Uber CEO Dara Khosrowshahi says he
understands that some employees may choose to
leave the company due to recent changes in
workplace policies. Acknowledging that not
everyone will agree with the newly updated work
policy in the company in Wednesday interview with
CNBC, he said these changes might lead some
people to move on.Starting in June, Uber will require
its corporate employees to work in the office at least
three days a week. The company is also increasing
the amount of time employees must work before they
are eligible for a paid sabbatical.“...but the good
news is that the job market is strong, and Uber
employees have lots of opportunities out there,”
Khosrowshahi said in the interview.

He emphasised that Uber wants its employees to stay
and grow with the company. “We want them to take
the opportunity to learn and advance here,” he said.

Khosrowshahi added that the goal is to strike a balance
between flexibility and in-person collaboration. “We
want more people in the office. It’s about finding the
right mix to support teamwork,” he said.

An Uber spokesperson, while talking to media said
that these changes are not tied to layoffs or efforts to
push people out.According to industry analysts, the
Uber move mirrors a larger trend in the tech industry.
Many companies are rethinking remote work and
employee perks.

Pakistan's Karachi Stock Exchange
crashes 7%, trading halted

According to the official

notification from the exchange,

official notification from the exchange,
trading was paused after the benchmark
index plunged 6.3% in a short period.
The sharp fall triggered automatic
circuit breakers to stop further

trading was paused after the
henchmark index plunged
6.3% in a short period. The
sharp fall triggered automatic

circuit breakers to stop further

decline.Market experts said that selling
pressure increased after reports
emerged that Pakistani military had
shot down 12 drones from India. The
military claimed these drones had
entered Pakistan's airspace a day after
India carried out missile strikes on
terror targets inside Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir under
“Operation Sindoor”.

decline.

Adnan Sheikh, Head of Research at Pak
Kuwait Investment Company, said,
“Reports of drones being shot down in

New Delhi Stock market trading was
stopped for an hour at the Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) on Thursday after its
main index fell sharply. The sudden drop
came as panic spread in the market
following reports that drones had been
shot down in major cities, including
Karachi and Lahore.According to the

major cities including Karachi and
Lahore pushed the market down more
than 6% in a short span of time, triggering

biggest drops in recent months.Not just
stocks, Pakistan’s international bonds

also came under stress. Trade data
showed that the 2036 bond maturity fell
by more than 1 cent, now trading at 73.8
cents on the dollar. Investors pulled back
fearing a wider conflict between the two
neighbouring countries, both of which
have nuclear weapons.Jim Reid, global
head of macro and thematic research at

around 138 points on Thursday.
However, analysts said the Indian
market was relatively calm
compared to Pakistan. The Indian
markets did not face the same level
of selling pressure, and analysts
pointed out that investors are more
focused on economic data and
corporate results.India’s recent
military action came after a terror
attack in Pahalgam, Jammu and
Kashmir, that killed 26 civilians in
late April. In response, India launched
missile strikes on nine locations inside
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. The areas reportedly targeted
included Bahawalpur, Kotli,
Muzaffarabad, Muridke, Gulpur,
Bhimber, Bagh, Chak Amru and
Sialkot.The Indian government also held
an all-party meeting on Thursday to brief

a halt.”Pakistan’s stock market had
already been under pressure due to
tensions with India. On Wednesday, the
market had opened lower and later closed
down by 3.1% after falling nearly 6%
during the day. This marked one of the

Why stock market investors shouldn't
panic amid rising Indo-Pak tensions

New Delhi. Missile strikes and border
escalations tend to send a chill down
investors’ spines. But in the case of the
latest Indo-Pak flare-up, India’s
markets appear to be taking it in stride,
and with good reason.While
'Operation Sindoor' led to worries
about increased market volatility and
losses, the main indices on Dalal Street
actually managed to end in green in the
previous session. Even today, the stock
markets remained steady.

The quick rebound of the markets after
initial jitters, strong domestic inflows,
and muted foreign outflows all point to
amarket that has matured well beyond
knee-jerk panic.Ram Medury,
Founder and CEO at Maxiom Wealth,
was among analysts who said that
‘Operation Sindoor’ was focused and
non-escalatory. “The strikes were
precise, targeting only terrorist
infrastructure, and avoided Pakistani
military facilities, signaling restraint
and an intent to avoid a broader
conflict,” Medury said.He noted that
the Defence Ministry’s framing of the
operation as “measured and non-
escalatory” helped contain market
nerves.BE CAUTIOUS, DON’T

PANIC

Looking ahead, he cautioned that

Waters Treaty, closure of airspace
and ports to Pakistani traffic, and
blocking digital channels, aiming to
further weaken Pakistan’s already
fragile economy,” Medury
said.“India’s economic exposure to
Pakistan is negligible, and India’s
robust reserves and economic
fundamentals provide stability, while
Pakistan faces heightened risk of
fiscal and external financing stress if
tensions persist,” he added.

investor sentiment hinges on He concluded that India would likely

Pakistan’s response. “Market
sentiment remains stable for now, but
if Pakistan’s response escalates
significantly, especially beyond
symbolic retaliation, foreign
institutional investors (FII) could turn
cautious, particularly given the rupee’s

continue leveraging its economic
strength: “India is expected to
continue using economic and
diplomatic levers to isolate Pakistan,
regardless of the military situation.”

WHY INVESTORS DON’T NEED TO

WORRY

recent appreciation and global risk The bigger takeaway for investors,

aversion. However, if Pakistan’s
reaction is limited to face-saving
measures, markets are unlikely to see a
significant correction,” he said.

Medury also flagged India’s non-

military moves as a potent signal to
investors.“India has intensified non-
military pressure, including a total
trade ban, suspension of the Indus

particularly Indian retail participants,
is that this geopolitical storm hasn’t
spooked the markets, and for good
reason. India’s economy, which
recently crossed the $4 trillion mark,
has minimal direct trade with Pakistan.

Citi analysts point out that past conflicts

haven’t shaken financial markets for
long.

Hostilities between India-Pakistan
heighten credit risks for both nations: S&P

New Delhi. S&P Global Ratings on
Thursday said the hostilities between
India and Pakistan heighten risks to the
credit metrics of both countries, and
any escalation in clashes would put
downward pressure on sovereign
credit support. S&P, which rates India
and Pakistan at ‘BBB-* with a positive
outlook and a ‘CCC+’ (outlook stable),
said that in the current scenario, it does
not see any immediate impact on
sovereign credit rating and expects the
tensions to remain high over the next
two to three weeks, with significant
further military actions on both sides
possible.“The outbreak of hostilities
between India and Pakistan has
increased regional credit risks,

especially for the two sovereigns
involved. Our base case is for the
intense military actions to be
temporary, which will give way to a
longer period of contained and
sporadic confrontations,” S&P Global
Ratings said in a statement. In a strong
retaliation to the Pahalgam massacre,
India’s armed forces early on
Wednesday destroyed nine terror sites
including that of Jaish-e-Mohammad
and Lashkar-e-Taiba in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).15
days after the Pahalgam carnage in
which terrorists killed 26 civilians,
mostly tourists, in Pahalgam, India
launched its military response
codenamed ‘Operation Sindoor’ using

deep strike missiles. Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has said his
country has every right to give a
“befitting reply to this act of war
imposed by India.” Pakistani Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif, however, said
Islamabad is ready to “wrap up”
tensions with New Delhi, if it de-
escalates the situation.S&P said it
expects India to maintain strong
economic growth that allows gradual
fiscal improvements to continue, and
also the Pakistan government to
remain focused on supporting the
recovery of its economy and fiscal
stability. Both countries have no
incentive to allow current tensions to
become prolonged, it said.

Deutsche Bank, said in a note, “The
situation has raised fears about an
escalation between the two countries. It
also shows how the Global South is likely
to become more important for the global
backdrop.”The Sensex was down by

leaders about the success of Operation
Sindoor. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
told the leaders that at least 100 terrorists
were eliminated. However, he said
further details would be shared later as
the operation was still ongoing.

[TR Filing 2025: What is ITR
Form 3, check eligibility,
documents and deadlines

New Delhi. The Income Tax Department has
rolled out the ITR-3 form for the financial
year 2024-25 (assessment year 2025-26) and
is used for reporting income earned between
April 1,2024 and March 31,2025.If you’re an
individual or part of a Hindu Undivided
Family (HUF) running a business or working
as a professional, say a doctor, lawyer, CA, or
even a freelancer, this is the form you’ll likely
use to file your income tax return.This form
covers those who earn from business or
professional work and need to maintain
proper books of accounts. You can also use it
if you’ve got income from salary, house rent,
capital gains, or other sources along with your
business earnings. WHO CAN FILE ITR-3?

You should file ITR-3 if you run a business or
work as a self-employed professional,
regardless of whether a tax audit is needed. It
also applies if you’re earning a salary, rental
income, capital gains, or any income from
other sources along with your business or
professional income.Even if you receive
income as a partner in a firm, such as your
share of profits or remuneration, this is the
right form for you WHO CANNOT FILE
ITR-3?

You can’t use the ITR-3 form if you’re not an
individual or a member of a Hindu Undivided
Family.It’s also not for those who don’t have
income from a business, profession, or
partnership firm. If your earnings come only
from salary, rent, or interest, this isn’t the
right form for you.

WHAT DOCUMENTS DO YOU NEED?

To file your ITR-3 smoothly, keep your PAN
and Aadhaar cards ready, along with your
bank account details.If you’re salaried, you’ll
also need Form 16. For those who’ve made
investments, having proof of those
investments is important too.And if you’re
running a business or working professionally,
make sure your books of accounts are up-to-
date and available.

WHAT'S THE LAST DATE TO FILE ITR-3?

When it comes to ITR-3, the deadline varies. If
you don’t need an audit, the last date to file is
July 31, 2025. If your accounts require
auditing, you get time until October 31,
2025.In case you’ve had international
dealings, your deadline goes further to
November 30, 2025. And if you still miss it,
you can file a late return by December 31,
2025.

Return of Campa Cola is helping expand
soft drink market: Varun Bev's Jaipuria

Coca Cola remains the market
leader in the carbonated soft
drink market in India.

NEW DELHI. The return of Campa Cola
under Reliance Industries’ umbrella
would only help expand the carbonated
soft drink (CSD) market, feels Ravi
Jaipuria, chairman of Varun Beverages
Ltd, PepsiCo’s India franchisee.

“The good part is competition is making all
of us put in more chilling equipment,
more go-to-market (GTM) efforts. As a
result, the overall market is growing
faster than it has in recent years,” Jaipuria
said in an analyst call. He added that
lower price-point entries like Campa
Cola are helping broaden consumer
access.According to Jaipuri, India
remains significantly underpenetrated
when it comes to soft drink distribution.
Out of nearly 12 million FMCG outlets in
the country, VBL currently reaches only
about 4 million. “There is still so much
room for everyone to add new outlets
through increased GTM and by putting in
more chilling equipment,” he said.
Moreover, due to logistical challenges,
any serious player must build proximity

to market — transporting water over long
distances is not viable, Jaipuria
noted.Reliance Industries, in its recent
investor presentation has noted in the
perspective of its retail business that
Campa Cola has gained double-digit
market share in key markets in India.
Coca Cola remains the market leader in

the carbonated soft drink market.

Despite the heightened activity, Varun
Beverages does not anticipate a major
squeeze on margins. In Q1 of 2025, the
company posted an EBITDA of
?12,639.6 million, up 27.8% year-on-
year, broadly aligned with net revenue

growth. Gross margins in India declined
by 171 basis points to 54.6%, mainly due
to a higher share of lower-margin
carbonated drinks and smaller pack sizes.
Yet, EBITDA margins in India actually
improved by 111 basis points, thanks to
operational efficiencies and volume
growth.On the international front,
Africa— where VBL recently expanded
— saw margins of 14.4%, a rise from
around 10% before the acquisition,
though still trailing India. “Margins
remain lower due to a higher share of own
brands,” Jaipuria explained, adding that
increasing the share of PepsiCo’s

portfolio will help improve profitability
inthatregion.

VBL is also betting on backward
integration and new Greenfield facilities
to improve long-term margins, targeting
an EBITDA margin of 21% or higher in
India. “Our margin outlook is stable. We
don’t expect any major dips going
forward,” Jaipuria affirmed.As for
marketing, VBL is not following
competitors into big-ticket sponsorships
like the IPL or Kumbh Mela. “We remain
aligned with PepsiCo’s ATL/BTL
strategy. There’s no need to match
aggressive spending from new entrants,”
he said. Above the Line (ATL) marketing
involves broad, untargeted campaigns
designed to build brand awareness and
reach a wide audience through mass
media channels. In contrast, Below the
Line (BTL) marketing focuses on highly
targeted efforts aimed at specific
individuals or segments, offering
measurable returns on investment and
clear audience engagement.Varun
Beverages shares were trading at Rs 500
at 1:00 pm (IST) on Thursday. The shares
are under pressure from intense
competition in the market especially
from re-entry of Campa Cola. The share
prices have fallen by 22% since January
this year.
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Anti-money laundering law review:

Peace, and the weight of

Supreme Court asks parties to frame issues

NEW DELHI.

The Supreme Court
has asked the
government and
petitioners to frame
issues to be
considered in the

review pleas
challenging its 2022

verdict that upheld
the provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the Centre and petitioners to
frame issues to be considered in the review
pleas challenging its 2022 verdict that upheld
the provisions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), including the
Enforcement Directorate's powers to arrest and
attach properties.A bench led by Justice Surya
Kant directed both sides, including the Union
government and the Enforcement Directorate,
to formulate and circulate the issues, so that the
court can determine the questions that need to
be adjudicated. The court has scheduled the
matter for listing on August 6, with a possible
further hearing on August 7. It will also take up
the case on July 16 to finalise the issues.

Notably, in February 2025, the Supreme Court

said that the concept of PMLA cannot be used to
ensure that a person remains in jail. The court
made this remark while granting bail to an
accused in a money laundering case in
connection with the alleged Chhattisgarh liquor
scam.

During Wednesday's hearing, Solicitor General

Tushar Mehta submitted that the court had

issued notice on the review petitions only with
respect to two limited aspects: the supply of a
copy of the Enforcement Case Information
Report (ECIR) to the accused, and the validity of
the provision reversing the burden of proof. He
contended that the respondents had opposed the
filing of the review itself and argued that the
issues framed by the petitioners were an attempt
to reopen the entire judgment.Senior Advocate
Kapil Sibal, appearing for the petitioners,
objected to the Union filing an affidavit seeking
modification of the earlier order passed in the

review pleas. He said another connected matter
had been fully heard by the court, where he had
argued for a full day, and urged the court to
proceed with the case. He also pointed out that
a three-judge bench of the Supreme Court had
already ruled that the ECIR must be provided.

The Supreme Court bench said, "Based on this

matter and other matters, you can propose
some issues. You also see comprehensively
what the issues are, once and for all, that we can
resolve. If you can all do that, it makes it easy
forusalso."

In its July 2022 judgment in Vijay Madanlal

Choudhary vs Union of India, the top court
upheld key provisions of the PMLA, including
those related to arrest, seizure, presumption
against the accused and stringent bail conditions.
It also said that the ECIR was an internal
document and need not be supplied to the
accused, as it was not equivalent to a First
Information Report (FIR).

A notice on the review plea filed by Congress

leader Karti Chidambaram was issued in August
2022 by a bench led by then-Chief Justice NV
Ramana.

Security tightened, patrolling
intensified at key locations in
Delhi

NEW DELHL. In the aftermath of ‘Operation Sindoor’,
security across the national capital has been
significantly heightened.Additional forces, including
paramilitary personnel, have been deployed at critical
locations, and patrolling has been intensified to ensure
increased vigilance and public safety.On Wednesday,
the Indian Armed Forces conducted ‘Operation
Sindoor’, a series of precision strikes on terrorist camps

at nine

locations in

Pakistan and

Pakistan-

occupied

Kashmir

(PoK). In

response to

t h e s e

developments,

Delhi police

has ramped up

security
measures,
particularly at
the city’s

borders.

Asenior police officer confirmed that vehicle checks have
been strengthened at the city’s entry points, with all
vehicles entering Delhi undergoing thorough
inspections.Intensified foot patrolling has been carried
out across several areas, including parks, bustling
markets, residential colonies, malls, and airports,
particularly during the evening and night hours.
Additionally, strategic vehicle checkpoints have been
set up at key locations to deter suspicious activities, the
officials said.

Very clear message needed
to be sent: Ex-Air Force
chief on Operation Sindoor

-

After India launched strikes on terror camps in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, Air Chief Marshal RKS
Bhadauria (Retd.) said that a very clear message needed to
be sent, and it has been sent.

\

New Delhi. After India launched strikes on terror camps
in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, Air Chief
Marshal RKS Bhadauria (Retd.) told India Today TV
that a very clear message needed to be sent, and it has
been sent. He added that terrorism will not be tolerated.

Talking to India Today, on being asked if the Pakistani
army and Pakistani army chief General Asim Munir is
desperate for an escalatory retaliation after Operation
Sindoor, RKS Bhadauria said that Pakistani army, in
the aftermath of what happened, will be desperate
enough and might not stop. "They would act
irrationally in all probability," he added.RKS
Bhadaurla said that if the Pakistani army has "some

sense of

rationality”, their
response should

"reasonably

calibrated". He

added that we must
be prepared for any
action and ensure
that India must
defend effectively.

"l am sure our
Armed forces are well prepared to do that," he said.

He further said that in the long run, the retaliation against
Pakistan was an important action and a "very robust

ne". "The nature of the barbaric Pahalgam attack was
such that it had to be responded," Bhadauria said. He
added that internationally, Pakistani needs to be
isolated and the world needs to ask them questions.

While the Indian Air Force (IAF) carried out air-to-
surface missile strikes, the Indian Army
simultaneously launched surface-to-surface missiles,
sources told India Today TV. The coordinated precision
attacks reportedly targeted terror infrastructure linked
to banned outfits Jaish-e-Mohammed, Lashkar-e-
Taiba, and Hizbul Mujahideen. The strikes were in
retaliation to the April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam that
claimed 26 lives. More than 80 terrorists were killed in
the overnight operation.

T

Iranian foreign minister arrives in India to co-
chair 20th Joint Commission Meeting

Iranian Foreign Minister Dr Abbas Araghchi arrived in India on Wednesday for a two-day official visit to co-chair the 20th
Joint Commlssmn Meehng hetween the two countries.

NEW DELHI. Dr Abbas Araghchi,

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the

Islamic Republic of Iran, arrived in |
India on Wednesday for a two-day |
official visit to co-chair the 20th Joint
Commission Meeting between the
two countries. This marks his first
visit to India since taking office in |
August 2024.The high-level
meeting, scheduled from May 7 to 8,
is being held to commemorate the
75th anniversary of the signing of the
India-Iran Friendship Treaty. It aims to
review key bilateral matters and
discuss ways to deepen cooperation
across political, economic, and
strategic domains.Dr Araghchi’s visit
comes at a sensitive time, as regional
tensions escalate in the wake of a

Meeting are expected to shape the

deadly terror attack in Pahalgam. In a
notable development earlier this week,
the Iranian Foreign Minister met with
Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff,
General Syed Asim Munir,
underscoring Tehran’s diplomatic
engagements in the subcontinent. The
outcomes of the Joint Commission

trajectory of India-Iran ties in the
coming months, with both sides
emphasising shared interests and
regional stability.

= During his visit, Araghchi will hold a

bilateral meeting with External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar at
Hyderabad House on May 8. Later in
the day, he will meet President
Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati
Bhavan.On April 25, the Iranian
Foreign Minister had given a call for
peace to prevail in the neighbourhood
in a post on X. He had shared that
Tehran stands "ready" to put its good
offices in Islamabad and New Delhi to
use for forging a "greater
understanding at this difficult time".

Pak continues relentless shelling along
LoC after Op Sindoor, jawan dies

New Delhi.Pakistani troops resorted to
cross-border shelling along the Line of
Control (LoC) for the 14th consecutive
day on Thursday, escalating to heavy
artillery fire and mortar shelling on
forward villages in :
Kupwara, Baramulla, Uri,
and Akhnoor, officials
said.The Pakistani side
targeted civilian areas in
the Karnah area, firing
shells and mortars after
midnight, officials said.
"There have been no
reports of civilian }
casualties so far in the &
Karnah shelling," they
added.

The Indian Army responded
with proportionate force,
targeting Pakistani positions
responsible for the provocation.

The fresh wave of hostilities comes in the
immediate aftermath of India's high-
precision military offensive —
Operation Sindoor — which struck
nine terror camps in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (POK)

early on Wednesday. The operation
targeted infrastructure linked to Jaish-
e-Mohammed, Lashkar-e-Taiba, and
Hizbul Mujahideen.

In retaliation, Pakistan shelled civilian

areas in the Karnah sector of Kupwara
late on Wednesday night. Mortar shells
and artillery rounds landed near
residential zones shortly after
midnight, forcing residents to flee to
safer locations. Most of the civilian
population in Karnah had already
relocated following earlier shelling on

Wednesday and one jawan, Dinesh
Kumar of 5 Fd Regt, was killed.

However, earlier on Tuesday night,
Pakistan's indiscriminate shelling
along both the LoC and International

Border killed 15 Indian

nationals and injured at least

43 in Poonch and Tangdhar

regions. The worst-hit in the

Pakistani shelling was Poonch

district, which accounted for

all the civilian deaths reporting
from ground zero, captured the
trail of destruction left by

Pakistani shelling along the

LoC and IB in Jammu and

Kashmir. The visuals were

stark, with houses razed to

rubble, shattered glass littering
the ground, and crumbling
walls.

According to Defence sources, the Indian
Army's immediate retaliation in the
Kupwara and Rajouri-Poonch sectors
inflicted "significant damage" on
Pakistani military installations, with
reports indicating substantial enemy
casualties.

memory
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New Delhi.The night before the news broke, my

husband and I had gone out for a modest date

night—no occasion, no celebration. Just a

gentle pause carved out of the everyday. We

stepped into one of the finest restaurants in the
country, tucked away in a quiet corner of

Colaba.Now settled as journalists in Delhi—a

city that, over the past decade, has become more

than just a workplace or a postal
address—we’ve built a life shaped by the
thythm of headlines and deadlines, late-night
edits and early morning coffees. Delhi, with all
its noise and nuance, has become a kind of
chosen belonging. But Mumbai is different. In
Mumbai, there are roots. There’s family and
friendship, and memories tucked into every
lane.That evening, as we entered the restaurant,
an old acquaintance spotted us. “A special
occasion?” he asked, smiling. “No,” we replied,
smiling back. “Just the two of us. Just because.”

He found the sentiment endearing—the idea of
turning an ordinary night into something
quietly meaningful. And in that moment, it
struck me too: how far we’ve come, not just as
individuals but as a country. Once, an evening
like this—a leisurely dinner overlooking the Taj
Mahal Palace—felt aspirational, almost
cinematic. Now, it sits within reach. The
extraordinary woven into the everyday.The
evening ended with a soft rain, the kind
Mumbai is known for. As we drove from the
city’s southern tip back to my parents” home in
the suburbs, the streets shimmered with
reflections. The moment stretched out like a
sigh—unhurried, luminous, full.

But morning arrived heavy.l woke with a sinking
feeling—something primal, something in my
gut. News had broken of surgical strikes across
the border, retaliation for a horrific attack on
civilians in Pahalgam. The headlines were loud.
But all I could feel was a quiet dread. They say
the gut knows before the mind can make sense
of things. Mine had already begun its silent
protest. It wasn’t just the horror of what had
happened—it was the fear of what might still
unfold.

For many who came of age in quicter decades,
waris a story from another time. But for those of
us who remember the early *90s—or the tension
and breathlessness of the Kargil conflict in
1999—this unease is all too familiar. The
tremor in the breath. The ache that settles deep
in the bones. The knowledge that peace,
however cherished, is never permanent. It is a
thread—fragile, fraying, too easily forgotten.

In moments like this, everyday pleasures begin to
feel strange.Can one still think of food—what
to cook, what to serve, whether to invite friends
over?ls it irreverent to talk of cake and
celebration when grief hangs in the air?

Can we still gather, still laugh, still light candles
for dinner, even as something inside us quietly
unravels?] was seven when the Kargil War
began. We were living in Dehradun then, a
leafy, quiet town known for its boarding schools
and military cantonments. Many of my
classmates were army children.

[ remember it was break time when Aditya was
called out of class. We were busy unwrapping
tiffins, licking jam off our fingers, arguing over
who got first go on the swing. His departure was
quiet. Later, we learnt his father had been
martyred. That was the day I realised that war
wasn’t just on television, or confined to the
sombre columns of the newspaper. It could
enter your classroom. It could sit beside you at
lunch.

To this day, I associate aloo ka paratha—one of

my favourite comfort foods that I eat at home in

Delhi—with that moment. With the confusion

of a child, the silence that followed, and the

realisation that not all stories have happy
endings.

In a first, Union minister Manohar Lal Khattar holds
mee’rmg with CM Rekha Gupta in Delhl secretariat

..The meennq between Delhi

(M Rekha Gupta and Union
minister Manohar Lal
Khattar was to discuss
several ongoing projects in

Delhi, including cleaning the

matters.

As the BJP government in Delhi

congestion and other key infrastructure

address them, water supply management
during summer months and related
issues, power related matters.“Heads of

Yamuna river and improving

city infrastructure.

approaches the end of its first 100 days,
attention is focused on the party’s
leadership to deliver on its promise of
transforming Delhi into a ‘world-class’
city. The BJP has successfully gained

control of the Municipal Corporation of |

Delhi (MCD) after the Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) declined to participate in

the mayoral elections.While several
meetings with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and several Union ministers have
been held over the past three months to
discuss development work in Delhi, this

NEW DELHI. In a first, Union Minister
Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal
Khattar, along with secretary and other
senior officers of the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Thursday
held a meeting at the Delhi secretariat
with Chief Minister Rekha Gupta. The
meeting was to discuss a wide range of

traffic

issues such as water, road,

is the first time such a meeting has been
held in the Delhi Secretariat.

PM Narendra Modi in April held a review
meeting to discuss issues related to the
cleaning of the Yamuna river and Delhi’s
drinking water supply at 7, Lok Kalyan
Marg, which was attended by CM Gupta,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Jal
Shakti Minister C R Patil, Principal
Secretary to Prime Minister P K Mishra,

the concerned departments will raise and
discuss the issue and give presentations
before the union minister and the
officials. It will talk about the issues,
what steps the government has taken and
progress so far,” said an official.

The meeting was to be attended by heads of

13 departments, including transport,
urban development, Delhi Development
Authority, New Delhi Municipal Council,
MCD, Delhi Metro, and Delhi Traffic
Police.

However, the meeting agenda schedule did
not mention the Council of
Ministers.During the Delhi Assembly
elections, the BJP made several key
promises, including cleaning the Yamuna
river, improving and redeveloping roads,
and making the city free from traffic jams,
potholes, and waterlogging during the
monsoon. It also pledged to provide 24-
hour water supply and enhance
cleanliness throughout the city.

g

Principal Secretary-2 to Prime Minister

1N

Shaktikanta Das, and Additional
Secretary to PM Atish
Chandra.According to senior officials, the
Delhi government made grand
arrangements to welcome Khattar. The
programme started at 10.50 am and will
continue till 2 pm.

Some of the key topics for discussion this
high-level meeting is status of flats for
jhuggi inhabitants, environment and
forest regarding tree cutting and
afforestation issues, issues related to
central vista and traffic management,
discussion on water logging points and
efforts made by the Delhi government to
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Juish chief's brother
critically injured in strikes
under Op Sindoor: Sources

world. Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Masood
Azhar’s brother was critically injured in Indian
airstrikes carried out under Operation Sindoor in
Pakistan's Bahawalpur, according to intelligence
sources.

Masood Azhar’s brother, who is also the terror group's
second-in-command, is currently undergoing
treatment at a Pakistani military hospital, the sources
added.The development follows a statement issued
by the JeM chief in which he confirmed that 14
members of his family and four close aides were
killed in the Indian strikes. According to a report by
BBC Urdu, the dead include Azhar’s elder sister, her
husband, his nephew and his wife, another niece, and
five children, along with Azhar’s mother and three
key aides.In a swift and coordinated blitz lasting just
25 minutes, India carried out its most expansive
cross-border strikes since Balakot, targeting nine
terror facilities in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) early on Wednesday. The assault was
launched in response to the Pahalgam terror attack,
in which 26 civilians — mostly tourists — were
killed by Pakistan-backed terrorists.

Bahawalpur, a key base for JeM, was one of the
primary targets of Operation Sindoor. Indian
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Black smoke pours from Sistine Chapel chimney,
indicating no pope was elected as conclave opens

Black smoke pours from Sistine
Chapel chimney, indicating no
pope was elected as conclave
opens

VATICAN CITY. Black smoke poured out
of the Sistine Chapel chimney on
Wednesday, signalling that no pope had
been elected as 133 cardinals opened the
secretive, centuries-old ritual to choose a
new leader of the Catholic Church.The
cardinals participating in the most
geographically diverse conclave in the
faith’s 2,000-year history took just one
round of voting Wednesday evening. After
failing to find a winner on the first ballot,
they retired for the night and will return to
the Sistine Chapel on Thursday morning to
try to find a successor to Pope Francis. They
had opened the conclave Wednesday
afternoon, participating in a rite more

theatrical than even Hollywood could
create, a wash of red-robed cardinals, Latin
chants, incense and solemnity that
underscored the seriousness of the
moment.Outside in St. Peter’s Square, th
scene was festive, as thousands of
people flocked to the piazza to watch the
proceedings on giant video screens,
applauding when the Sistine Chapel’s

doors slammed shut and the voting =

began. They waited for hours, watching
screens that showed just a skinny
chimney and occasional seagull. After
the vote dragged on to dinnertime, some
left in frustration, but those who stayed
cheered when the smoke finally billowed
out.“My hope is that cardinals will choose a
man who can be a peacemaker and could
reunify the church,” said Gabriel Capry, a
27-year-old from London.A diverse group
of cardinalsHailing from 70 countries, the
cardinals were sequestered Wednesday
from the outside world, their cellphones
surrendered and airwaves around the
Vatican jammed to prevent all

communications until they find a new
pope.Francis named 108 of the 133
“princes of the church,” choosing many

pastors in his image from far-flung
countries like Mongolia, Sweden and
Tonga that had never had a cardinal before.

His decision to surpass the usual limit of 120

cardinal electors and include younger ones
from the “global south” — often
marginalized countries with lower
economic clout — has injected an unusual
degree of uncertainty in a process that is
always full of mystery and suspense.

Many cardinals hadn’t met until last week

and lamented they needed more time to get
to know one another, raising questions
about how long it might take for one man to
secure the two-thirds majority, or 89 ballots,
necessary to become the 267th pope.

“Wait and see, a little patience, wait and see,”

said Cardinal Mario Zenari, the Vatican’s
ambassador to Syria.

The oath and “Extra omnes”
The cardinals had entered the Sistine Chapel

in pairs, chanting the meditative “Litany of
the Saints” as Swiss Guards stood at
attention. The hymn implores the saints to
help the cardinals find a leader of the 1.4
billion-strong church.Cardinal Pietro
Parolin, the 70-year-old secretary of state
under Francis and himself a leading
contender to succeed him as pope, assumed
the leadership of the proceedings as the
senior cardinal under age 80 eligible to
participate.He stood before
Michelangelo’s vision of heaven and hell,
“The Last Judgment,” and led the other
cardinals in a lengthy oath. Each one
followed.

missiles struck the Subhan Allah complex, home to
JeM’s Jamia Masjid and known locally as the
Usman-o-Ali campus, reducing much of it to rubble.
Visuals accessed by India Today confirmed
widespread destruction at the site.

Israel revises advisory
asking its nationals to
'leave immediately' Kashmir
region

JERUSALEM. Amid escalating tensions between
India and Pakistan, Israel has updated the existing
travel advisory for its nationals urging those in the
Kashmirregion to "leave immediately."

The revised advisory came on Wednesday after the
Indian military carried out strikes against terror
targets in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) and
Pakistan's Punjab province earlier in the day.

Pakistan army carried out one of the most intense
artillery and mortar shelling in years targeting
forward villages along the LoC in Jammu and
Kashmir.The Israeli Foreign Ministry called on
Israelis to avoid visiting the Jammu and Kashmir
region, with the exception of Ladakh.

Israelis currently in Kashmir should "leave
immediately" and obey the instructions of local
security forces, the ministry said.

This is in line with the existing travel advisory issued by
the National Security Council, it added.

India launched Operation Sindoor early Wednesday
hitting nine terror targets in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) and Punjab province of Pakistan in
retaliation for the April 22 terror attack that killed 26
people in Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam.

Pakistan army said 31 people were killed and 57 others
injured in the Indian missile strikes launched shortly
after midnight.Separately, at least 13 people,
including four children and a soldier, were killed and
57 injured as the Pakistan army carried out one of the
most intense artillery and mortar shelling in years
targeting forward villages along the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir after the Indian missile strikes.

Blasts heard in Pakistan's
Lahore day after Operation
Sindoor: Report

world. A series of loud explosions were heard in
Pakistan's Lahore on Thursday, a day after India struck
terror targets in Pakistan in an operation code named
Sindoor.

The blasts were heard in the Gopal Nagar and
Naseerabad areas of Lahore near Walton Airport,
reports quoting the local media and the Reuters said.

Police sources said the explosion might have been
caused by a drone, measuring 5-6 feet. The drone was
reportedly shot down by jamming the system.

No casualties or damage to civilian infrastructure have
beenreported so fa

In the aftermath of the Indian strikes, flight operations at
airports in Karachi, Lahore, and Sialkot were
temporarily suspended. According to Reuters, the

Civil Aviation

Authority of Pakistan

announced that

services would
remain unavailable at

Lahore and Sialkot

airports until 12 noon

local time (07:00

GMT). No additional

India has right to

defend itself: UK MP
calls out Pak in fiery
Parliament speech

world. UK MP Priti Patel staunchly defended India's
military strikes on terror camps in Pakistan while
emphasising that terrorists based in Pakistan threaten
both India and Western interests. In a fiery speech in
Parliament, Patel called for more active involvement of
the UK in working with India to tackle terrorist
threats."We want to avoid a state-on-state military
escalation. However, India has the right to take
reasonable and proportionate steps to defend itself and
to dismantle the vile terrorist infrastructure that has
caused deaths and continues to threaten them," Patel
said.In its most expansive cross-border strikes, Indian
armed forces struck nine terrorist camps linked to
groups like Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) and Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) deep inside Pakistan under 'Operation
Sindoor' on Wednesday. The strikes were in response to
the terror attack in Pahalgam, which left 25 tourists and
a local dead.Pakistan has termed it an "act of war" and

Cardinals return for Papal conclave's
second day to elect a new pope

world.  The largest and most
geographically diverse conclave in
history was due to resume on Thursday,
with Roman Catholic cardinals
returning to the Sistine Chapel to try to
settle a wide-open papal election.The
red-hatted "princes of the Church"
started the heavily ritualised process
of choosing a new leader for the
world's 1.4 billion Catholics on
Wednesday. In the evening, black
smoke billowed from a specially- §
installed chimney visible from St
Peter's Square to signal an
inconclusive ballot.he largest and
most geographically diverse conclave
in history was due to resume on
Thursday, with Roman Catholic
cardinals returning to the Sistine
Chapel to try to settle a wide-open
papal election.The red-hatted "princes
of the Church" started the heavily
ritualised process of choosing a new
leader for the world's 1.4 billion
Catholics on Wednesday. In the
evening, black smoke billowed from a

specially-installed chimney visible
from St Peter's Square to signal an
inconclusive ballot.White smoke

around geography, doctrinal affinity or

common languages.Other potential

"papabili" - papal candidates in Italian
- are France's Jean-Marc Aveline,
Hungary's Peter Erdo, American
Robert Prevost and Italy's
Pierbattista Pizzaballa.During the
conclave, cardinals are sequestered
from the world and sworn to secrecy,
their phones and computers
confiscated, while they are shuttled
between the Sistine Chapel for
voting and two Vatican guesthouses
to sleep and dine.

In recent days, they have offered

different assessments of what they are

looking for in the next pope, following

a relatively liberal pontificate marked

by bitter divisions between

traditionalists and modernisers.

While some urged for continuity with
Francis' vision of greater openness and
reform, others longed to turn the clock
back and embrace traditions. Many
have indicated they want a more
predictable, measured pontificate.

would signal the election of a new
Church leader.

There are no clear favourite, although
Italian Cardinal Pietro Parolin, who
served as the Vatican's number two
under Francis and Filipino Cardinal
Luis Antonio Tagle are considered the
front-runners.If it becomes obvious
that neither can obtain the necessary
two-thirds majority, votes are
expected to shift to other contenders,
with the electors possibly coalescing

Pakistan's propaganda machine in
overdrive after Operation Sindoor

Punjab, in 2021 — entirely unrelated to

current events.Another misleading

claim surfaced in the form of a video

purportedly showing Indian troops

surrendering under a flag at Chora Post.
This fabricated narrative
was amplified by Pakistan’s
Minister Attaullah Tarar,
who publicly endorsed the
claim without a shred of
evidence.

By lending his voice to an
unsubstantiated claim, Tarar
contributed to spreading a
narrative that lacked factual
backing. UNRELATED
FOOTAGE PASSED OFF
AS COMBAT EVIDENCE

In another misleading post, a video was
circulated with the claim that the
Pakistan Air Force targeted the
Srinagar airbase. The footage actually
originated from sectarian clashes in
Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
earlier in 2024 and bore no connection
to any military activity in Kashmir.

is not new, the scale and coordination
of recent efforts suggest a deliberate
strategy to mislead the public and
influence perception both at home and
abroad.

world. Following India’s missile strikes
under ‘Operation Sindoor’, Pakistan
has launched a widespread
disinformation campaign in an attempt
to regain control of the narrative
through digital manipulation
and unverified claims.

What began as a targeted military
operation by the Indian Armed
Forces has quickly devolved
into a chaotic online §
propaganda war, largely fuelled
by pro-Pakistan social media
accounts and influential §
political figures deliberately
spreading fake news.A familiar §
pattern has emerged: state- "
affiliated accounts have
resorted to recycling outdated images,
misrepresenting old videos, and
pushing baseless claims.The intent
appears to be to flood online spaces
with so much disinformation that it
becomes increasingly difficult for
observers to discern fact from fiction.
While misinformation during conflicts

promised to retaliate at a "time, place, and manner of its
choosing".Urging de-escalation by both countries,
Patel attacked Pakistan for "harbouring terrorists"
while pointing to the history of terrorism that India has
faced."This was an act of terrorism... Pahalgam has
joined Mumbai, New Delhi and other places in India
that will be forever scarred by an act of terror," Patel,
who previously served as the UK's Home Secretary,
said.

Citing the longstanding security cooperation agreements
with India, the UK MP urged the Keir Starmer-led
government to work with allies to dismantle terror
networks. She also asked whether the UK had provided
any security aid to India after the Pahalgam attack.

"The UK government should be at the forefront of
working with our friends and allies to tackle the terrorist
threats that we face collectively," she said.

OLD IMAGES, MISLEADING
CLAIMS GO VIRAL

One of the most prominent examples is a
viral image falsely claiming that the
Pakistan Army had shot down an
Indian Rafale jet near Bahawalpur. The
image was debunked by PIB Fact
Check, which confirmed that it was
actually from a MiG-21 crash in Moga,

Two children drown to death as Indian
family tries to enter US illegally

details were provided . old boy from the family has been declared  including an 18-year-old boy and another  reported that nine people were missing
about Karachi airport wh I4-yeur-o|d Indian bOV has dead and his 10-year-old sister, still —man, according to the Mexican consulate,  following the accident.Later, Border Patrol
or the reasons behind i . missing, is presumed dead. Though their ~ AP reported.According to the consulate,  agents on Monday night found eight of the
the suspension. been declared dead and his 10 parents were rescued by coast guard missing illegal migrants alive as they

~ The Indian military

launched a

coordinated attack on

Wednesday, targeting

terrorist training
camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (PoJK). These strikes were part of what the
Indian government described as a strategy of
"precision, precaution and compassion,” aimed at
avoiding civilian casualties while destroying terror
infrastructu

The Indian action was in response to the deadly terrorist
attack in Pahalgam on April 22, in which at least 26
people—most of them tourists—were killed and
several others injured. It was the deadliest such
incident since the Pulwama attack in 2019.

Following the Indian strikes, Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif responded strongly, saying, “we will
avenge the blood of our innocent martyrs,” after at
least 31 people were reported killed and dozens
wounded in India’s attack on Pakistan’s Punjab
province and Pakistan-administered Kashmir.

year-old sister presumed dead as
a boat their family was using to
enter illegally into the US
capsized off the coast of San
Diego, California. Their father is
in a state of coma. The Indian
family was among other illeqal
immigrants on the boat, and five
people have heen hooked in
connection with the case.

world. Tragedy struck an Indian family of
four trying to enter the US illegally as the
boat they were travelling in capsized off the
coast of San Diego, California. A 14-year-

personnel, the father is in a comatose
condition in hospital. The boat capsized
on May 5, and the boy was declared dead
on May 7 even as details emerged of the
tragedy and the Indian family. The family
was among other illegal immigrants, and
three people have been confirmed dead in
the boat tragedy.

Five people have been charged in the

case.The 10-year-old girl from the Indian
family still remains untraced, and
thereby, presumed dead, according to a
report by the Associated Press, citing the
US Attorney's Office in San Diego's
statement.

The children's father, who was one of the

four people, including his wife, was
rescued and taken to hospital and is in a
coma. His wife remained hospitalised. Two
others who were rescued were taken into
custody and later arrested by the police. The
other two killed were from Mexico,

the 18-year-old's girlfriend,16, is being
treated after water filled her lungs. The
consulate is working with the families in
Mexico to send the mortal remains of those
who died. Two Mexican nationals were
arrested at the beach near where the boat ILLEGAL MIGRANTS TURNING RISKY

capsized early Monday morning (May 5).

managed to make it to shore. Three agents
were seen earlier near the accident site.
They were waiting for the migrants in their
vehicles. They fled the scene with eight
migrants who managed to swim to
safety.Soon, the agents identified vehicles
with drivers who were waiting to pick up
the migrants as part of the smuggling
scheme, according to court documents
filed against 5 Mexicans in connection
with the accident.The drivers of the
vehicles — Melissa Jenelle Cota, 33,
Gustavo Lara, 32, and Sergio Rojas-
Fregoso, 31 — were arrested and charged
with the transportation of undocumented
immigrants, The Los Angeles Times
reported.

ALTERNATIVEROUTES

They were charged with human smuggling  ADVERTISEMENT
resulting in death, a crime that carries 8 The official described the vessel as a

maximum penalty of death or life in prison,
according to the report.Initially, it was

panga—an open fishing boat with one or
two engines, often used by smugglers.
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IPL 2025 | Brevis, Noor
star as CSK clinch
thrilling win over KKR

New Delhi. Dewald Brevis’s explosive 25-ball
52 and a disciplined four-wicket burst from
left-arm spinner Noor Ahmad virtually
extinguished defending champions Kolkata
Knight Riders’ IPL play-off hopes, as Chennai
Super Kings edged to a thrilling two-wicket
win at Eden Gardens on Wednesday, a match
that might have witnessed MS Dhoni’s final
flourish at the iconic venue.

The Afghan spinner exploited the turning
conditions brilliantly, picking up 4/31 to
restrict KKR to 179/6 after Ajinkya Rahane
opted to bat first in their must-win clash.

For CSK, their spin trio dominated the middle
overs, taking a combined 5/84 in 11 overs, a
spell that ultimately proved decisive.Chasing
180 under tricky conditions, CSK were
rocked early, losing half their side for just 60
inside 5.2 overs under the glowing Eden
Gardens lights.But it was Dhoni who had the
final say, possibly for the last time at this
venue, finishing the chase with his trademark
calm and power, as CSK completed the task
with two balls to spare.This was the end of
KKR'’s campaign at home. They now have 11
points from 12 matches. The three-time
champions play their next two matches away
against Sunrisers Hyderabad and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, and even if they win
both, they will have to depend on other results.
With eight runs needed off the final over, Dhoni
hammered Andre Russell’s low full toss for a
towering six over deep mid-wicket, triggering

wild celebrations. He then calmly took a
single, passed on advice to debutant Anshul
Kamboj, who sealed the chase with a
boundary.As he walked off unbeaten on 17
from 18 balls, the Eden crowd rose one last
time, savouring what could be a farewell
flourish from their most beloved finisher.
Earlier, Vaibhav Arora and Moeen Ali struck in
the first two overs, before Harshit Rana
picked up wickets in back-to-back overs to
leave CSK reeling at 56/4 inside five overs.
CSK’s teenage prodigy Ayush Mhatre fell for a
two-ball duck in the opening over of the
chase. New signing Urvil Patel, a like-for-like
replacement for the injured Vansh Bedi,
launched a blistering counter-attack,
smashing Moeen Ali for two sixes and a four
off his first three balls.But Moeen hit back,
dismissing Devon Conway for a duck in the
same over.

Operation Sindoor impact:
PBKS vs Ml likely to be
shifted from Dharamsala to
Ahmedabad

New Delhi. The IPL 2025 match between
Punjab Kings and Mumbai Indians,
scheduled for May 11, is likely to be shifted
from Dharamshala to Ahmedabad. The
BCCI is exploring all options to ensure the
fixture is not postponed or cancelled amid
the crucial race to the play-offs.Logistical
concerns have emerged around Sunday’s
match in Dharamshala. The city’s airport was
among those shut on Wednesday following
Indian armed forces' strikes on nine terror
sites in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir as part of Operation Sindoor. As
part of its contingency plans, the BCCI
approached the Gujarat Cricket Association
(GCA) to host the game.

"We have accepted the BCCI's request to host
the match in Ahmedabad. It is now up to the
BCCI to confirm it," Anil Patel, secretary of
the GCA, told India Today.Dharamshala will
host Wednesday’s game between Punjab
Kings and Delhi Capitals. Sources told India
Today that the BCCI secured clearance from
the government to stage the match as

planned. There had been earlier concerns
about hosting matches in Dharamshala amid
rising tensions between India and Pakistan,
given the city’s proximity to the border.
Notably, Delhi Capitals reached Dharamshala
before the airport closure. However, they
will now have to return to Delhi via road, or
use a combination of road and rail, as flight
services remain suspended. Delhi Capitals
are scheduled to face Gujarat Titans at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium on May 11.Meanwhile,
Mumbai Indians are awaiting a final decision
from the BCCI before confirming their travel
plans for their next game. The five-time
champions last played against Gujarat Titans
atthe Wankhede Stadium on Monday.

The BCCI announced a musical tribute to the
Indian armed forces with a performance by
singer B Praak at the HPCA Stadium in
Dharamshala on Thursday.

Bukayo Saka misses a sitter against
PSG and Arsenal misses out again

«PSG won the two-
leqged semifinal 3-1
on aggregate and will
play Inter Milan in the
final in Munich on May
3.

—

New Delhi. Bukayo Saka missed from a near-
unmissable position and Arsenal missed out
again.A 2-1 loss to Paris Saint-Germain on

Wednesday ended Arsenal's hopes of

winning the Champions League and halting a
barren trophy run that now stretches five
years.PSG won the two-legged semifinal 3-1
on aggregate and will play Inter Milan in the
final in Munich on May 31.Arsenal will
wonder how another season of promise has
ended up empty-handed."We have to learn
from this. We did a lot of good things, but it's
not enough," captain Martin Odegaard said
after the match in Paris.It might have been

different had Saka not fired over the bar
with an open net to aim at in the 79th —
but Arsenal had already given itself a
mountain to climb at that point, having
gone 2-0 down. Saka reduced the deficit
and could have leveled the score on the
night if not for his wayward
finish."Inside the boxes, over the two
games, we weren't good enough,"
Odegaard said.

A top class center forward is likely top of
Mikel Arteta's wanted list when the
transfer window opens — and his failure §
to strengthen his forward line in January |
has undermined Arsenal's campaign.

A challenge for the Premier League title #a

fizzled out and it is only Arsenal's form
in Europe that has disguised its failings
since the turn of the year.Arsenal's Bukayo
Saka reacts during the Champions League
semifinal, second leg soccer match between
Paris Saint-Germain and Arsenal at the Parc
des Princes in Paris, Wednesday, May 7,
2025. Arsenal's Bukayo Saka reacts during
the Champions League semifinal, second leg
soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain
and Arsenal at the Parc des Princes in Paris,
Wednesday, May 7,2025. (Photo | AP)
Arteta's team has won only three of its last 10
league games and just one of the last five.
Blowing the lead against Bournemouth last
weekend was the fourth time in five league
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games that it has dropped points from a
winning position.Arsenal has saved its
biggest performances for the Champions
League — beating holder Real Madrid home
and away in the quarterfinals. But its hopes
of a first final appearance since 2006 were
ended by a PSG team that finally looks ready
to conquer Europe after more than decade of
lavish spending from its Qatari backers.

What next for Arsenal after this latest near

miss?Injuries to forwards Kai Havertz and
Gabriel Jesus have not helped, but Arsenal's
trophy wait goes on.

Arteta's only major trophy with the club was in

Varun Chakaravarthy fined 25 per cent of his
match fees for code of conduct breach

«Chakravarthy, who
hagged two wickets,
gestured to Dewald
Brewis to leave the

field after dismissing
him on 52.

KOLKATA. Kolkata Knight Riders spinner

Varun Chakaravarthy has been fined 25 per
cent of his match fees and handed one
demerit point for breaching the IPL Code of
Conduct during the match against Chennai
Super Kings.CSK, who are out of the
playoffs race, defeated the home team by
two wickets at the Eden Gardens on
Wednesday to also effectively end Ajinkya
Rahane's side's hopes of making the top
four."Varun Chakaravarthy admitted to the
Level 1 offence under Article 2.5 and

Rohit calls

CHENNALI In many ways, the writing was on
the wall. The signs were there on January 2,
2025 on the eve of the fifth and final Test
against Australia in Sydney. After head
coach Gautam Gambhir refused to confirm
Rohit Sharma's place in the playing XI, the
Indian captain was detached and did little
during the training session ahead of a must-
win game. He stood with deputy Jasprit
Bumrah and watched the rest train before
having a short stint with the reserve batters.

Three days earlier, when he addressed the
media after losing in Melbourne, Rohit wore
aresigning look like never before. He spoke
about looking within himself, after a horror
run with the bat and how disturbing it has
been. If that was the first sign of Rohit
playing his last Test in Melbourne, the
proceedings in Sydney only reaffirmed it.

While Rohit said he had dropped himself and
is not retiring anytime soon on day two of
the Sydney Test which India went on to lose,
it all came to an end on Wednesday evening

accepted the Match Referee's sanction. For
Level 1 breaches of the Code of Conduct, the
Match Referee's decision is final and
binding," said the IPL statement, without
specifying the incident.Article 2.5 pertains
to any "language, action or gesture used by a
player and directed towards a batter upon his
dismissal, which has the potential to provoke
an aggressive reaction from the dismissed

batter".Chakravarthy, who bagged two
wickets, gestured to Dewald Brewis to leave
the field after dismissing him on 52.The
South African's half-century played a vital
role on CSK winning the contest. KKR will
play their remaining two league matches,
against Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) on May
10 and against Royal Challengers Bengaluru
onMay 17, away from home.

it a day as Test cricketer

as the Indian captain announced that he is Rohit’s announcement comes after reports of

calling it a day as Test cricketer. "Hello
everyone, [ would just like to share that [ am
retiring from Test cricket. It's been an
absolute honour to represent my country in

whites. Thank you for all the love and
support over the years. I will continue to
represent India in the ODI format," Rohit
wrote on Instagram alongside a picture of
faded Test cap.

the selectors conveying the BCCI about
moving on from the captain for the
upcoming tour of England. His place and
captaincy had been under the scanner in the
second half of 2024 when India lost a home
Test series for the first time in 12 years. His
poor form in batting and captaincy
continued in Australia where India lost in
Adelaide, held on to a draw in Brisbane
before crumbling in the Boxing Day Test.
That it happened after Bumrah had led India
to victory in Perth only added pressure as
Rohit did not take part in the fifth and final
Test of the series. And it ended up being his
last Test series as an India cricketer.

For someone who was always looked at as

'unfulfilled potential' in Test cricket, Rohit
came to his own six years after making his
debut during Sachin Tendulkar's farewell
series against West Indies in 2013. For the
better part of the decade, he would be moved
up and down the order before being made a
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his first year when they won the
FA Cup in 2020.Since then he
has restored Arsenal to one of
the biggest forces in English
soccer and returned it to the
Champions League.

There were back-to-back runner-
up spots in the Premier League
over the past two seasons and it
is currently second to champion
Liverpool this year.A
Champions League quarterfinal
last year was followed by a
semifinal this time around. But
still no trophy.There have been
two Community Shields since
the FA Cup triumph, but they are
not widely considered major

trophies, rather a curtain raiser to the season

that is often described as a glorified friendly
match.

"Sometimes you have to lose a few in order to

win and you have to overcome some of these
setbacks and mentally grow as a person and
as a player and as a group," Arsenal
midfielder Declan Rice said. "We're going
through that at the moment, a few losses, in
terms of losing out in the league and coming
close in the Champions League in back-to-
back years."PSG have gone through tonight
and we're absolutely gutted but this doesn't
define us for sure."

Skipper Rahane still
hopeful of KKR's
playoff qualification
despite loss to (SK

KOLKATA. Kolkata Knight Riders stand on

the brink of elimination from Indian Premier
League after the loss to Chennai Super Kings
but captain Ajinkya Rahane remains hopeful.

With just two matches remaining, the

maximum KKR can finish with is 15 points
while a safe number for play-off
qualification is 18." think on 15 points, we
can still qualify. We still got to think positive.
We have two games left, one against
Hyderabad and then Bangalore," Rahane
said at the post-match press conference on
Wednesday."So as a team, we have to be
positive, think about how can we win the next
two games. We are playing very good
cricket.""Last three games were really good.
This one didn't go to our plan, but again, as a
team, we are coming back."KKR's
qualification hopes would also depend on
Mumbai Indians losing both their remaining
matches to stay on 14 points.

Since one of MI's fixtures is against Delhi

Capitals (currently on 13), that result would
lift DC to 15 as well, setting up a potential
Net Run Rate battle for the final playoff spot
between KKR and DC.An alternative

scenario could see Punjab Kings losing all
three of their remaining games.

In that case, MI could move beyond 15, while

DC, PBKS, and KKR could all finish on 15,
leading to a three-way NRR showdown.

KKR's bowlers had CSK struggling at 60/5 in

the powerplay on a turning Eden pitch, but
they could not bundle them out.Backing the
bowling unit Rahane felt they weren't at fault
and believed they were short by about 15 runs
with the bat."Dube and Dewald (Brevis) they
were brave, they took their chances and that
paid off."I thought we still came back into the
game really well. We picked up five wickets
initially and they had a very good
partnership. But after that, we knew that
couple of wickets, we can still come back
into the game and that was the plan."As a
bowling unit, we did that pretty well. Six
balls, eight runs.

Red-hot RCB aim to seal play-off
spot against under-pressure LSG

«Pant, who became the

- - games.
hIQheST-pﬂld plﬂyer af Ihe IPL  Pant, who became the highest-paid player at

auction, has had a season to
forget thus far.

LUCKNOW. Royal Challengers Bengaluru

would look to secure play-off qualification
while the struggling Lucknow Super Giants
will aim to stay alive in the tournament when
the two sides clash in the Indian Premier
League here on Friday.Pressure is mounting
on LSG skipper Rishabh Pant with every
passing game, with his lack of runs
coinciding with the team's slide in the
business end of the tournament.

LSG have lost four of their last five games and

can only reach 16 points if they win their
remaining three games.

18 is a much safer number in the play-offs race

His strike rate of 99.92 sums up his struggles

and RCB would back themselves to get
there after winning five of their last six

the IPL auction, has had a season to forget
thus far. He has tried batting at different
positions but consistency has eluded him.

this season. LSG have relied heavily on
their top three, including Mitchell Marsh,
Aiden Markram and Nicholas Pooran, but
that will have to change if they are to go deep
in the tournament." The dream is still alive. If
we are going to win the next three matches,
we definitely can turn it around. It makes
sense when your top order is batting really
well. Every match you can't hope they will
come off nicely," said Pant following the loss
to Punjab Kings in Dharamsala.

On the bowling front as well, they can improve

a lot. Injury-prone pace sensation Mayank
Yadav has proved expensive since his

Chasing an elusive title, RCB, on the other

hand, have enjoyed one of their most
professional campaigns in IPL history. Virat
Kohli continues to pile on the runs with
ridiculous consistency, having collected
seven fifties in 11 innings.He provides the
platform and the likes of Rajat Patidar and
more recently Romario Shepherd flex their
muscle in the death overs.

Mayank Agarwal has joined the squad as a

replacement for injured Devdutt Padikkal,
who had reinvented himself'this season.

comeback.The fielding and catching of the The spin duo of Krunal Pandya and Suyash

team has also left a lot to be desired.

Sharma have been very effective while Josh
Hazlewood and Yash Dayal have bowled
the difficult overs with ease in the pace
department.LSG will need to come up with
something special to halt the RCB
juggernaut.Squads: LSG: Nicholas Pooran,
Ravi Bishnoi, Mayank Yadav, Ayush
Badoni, Rishabh Pant (¢ & wk), David
Miller, Aiden Markram, Mitchell Marsh,
Avesh Khan, Abdul Samad, Aryan Juyal,
Akash Deep, Himmat Singh, Manimaran
Siddharth, Digvesh Singh, Shahbaz Ahmed,
Akash Singh, Shamar Joseph, Prince Yadav,
Yuvraj Chaudhary, RS Hangargekar, Arshin
Kulkarni, Matthew Breetzke, Mohsin Khan.

RCB: Virat Kohli, Rajat Patidar (c), Swastik

Chikara, Mayank Agarwal, Jitesh Sharma,
Philip Salt, Manoj Bhandage, Tim David,
Krunal Pandya, Liam Livingstone, Romario
Shepherd, Jacob Bethell, Swapnil Singh,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Josh Hazlewood,
Nuwan Thushara, Lungi Ngidi, Yash Dayal,
Rasikh Dar Salam, Suyash Sharma, Mohit
Rathee, Abhinandan Singh.
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Channels Her Inner Tithi’ For Bhul
Chukk Maaf Promotions

amiqa Gabbi has been all over social media for some time now promoting
her new film Bhool Chuk Maaf. In addition to her noteworthy appearances
on, she is making an effort to share captivating posts on social media.

Recently, the actress shared another set of images flaunting yet another look in a

pastel-hued outfit. The photos feature the actress in an oh-so-gorgeous and glam

appearance in a multicoloured lehenga and we surely can’t take our eyes off

her.Wamiqa was seen in a heavily embroidered lehenga, which had a mix of blue,

green and pink fabric with intricate white threadwork. The matching blouse featured

strappy sleeves and a symbolic butterfly motif in the centre. Wamiqa’s character in

Bhool Chuk Maaf is called Titli and the actress’s promotional outfits so far have

featured elements related to it. In

the caption, she wrote, “Watch Titli

fly away in ‘Bhool Chuk Maaf” on

9th May in cinemas near you.”

Earlier this week, the actress v
attended another promotional . ’ o A
event in town and was seen
dressed in a pastel pink saree. In
the video, she briefly interacts
with paparazzi before stepping
inside with the other team
members. She wore a beautiful,
lightweight saree. The drape was

) decorated with various colours of

L
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pink and beautiful floral motifs on
the pallu. She styled it with a
strappy blouse and simple

: - 1 accessories.
% e T Wamiqa is set to star opposite
\""w—.— , . -
£ — Rajkummar Rao in Bhool Chuk

Maaf. The film is set in Varanasi
and follows Rajkummar’s
character, Ranjan, as he attempts
: to get the approval of Titli and her
4 ! entire family for marriage by
acquiring a government job. Even
though the wedding date has been set and he wants to begin work as soon as possible,
something is wrong. On the day of their wedding, Ranjan discovers that he is locked
in an endless time loop. He recognises it, but everyone else, including Titli, is
ignorant. The plot revolves around Ranjan’s efforts to break out of this pattern.
Dinesh Vijan produced Bhool Chuk Maaf in collaboration with Amazon and MGN
Studios. Karan Sharma directed and authored the romantic comedy, which
released in theatres on May 9. The film also includes Sanjay Mishra, See
Pahwa, Raghubir Yadav, Ishtiyak Khan, Anubha Fateh Puria, Jay

Dhanashree Yerma

Rajkummar Rao's Bhool Chuk
Maaf BTS Pics Are Fire

! I \he makers of the upcoming comedy entertainer,

h
kar a

'\

-

snapshots, Rajkummar is looking at Dhanashree with

an adoring expression while she is lying on a cot bed.

The next few posts depicted a candid moment

between the two as they flaunted their adorable

smiles. Lastly, she dropped a picture featuring both of

them holding a prop in their hands and standing beside

each other.Sharing the pictures on Instagram,
Dhanashree wrote in the caption,
“Are you coming for Ranjan’s
bachelor party at your nearby
theatres on 9th of May? Cuz We got
the moves, pure energy and the
charm. #bhoolchukmaaf.”

The music video for Ting Ling Sajna
begins with Rajkummar’s character
arriving blindfolded at a surprise
bachelor party hosted by his close
friends. Dhanashree Verma then
makes a stunning entry, bringing a
vibrant spark to the screen with her
killer dancing skills and
confidence. Later on, the actor also
joins her on the dance floor and the
two set the stage on fire with their
sizzling moves.

Backed by Dinesh Vijan’s Maddock
Films and helmed by Karan

Sharma, it features Rajkummar Rao and Wamiqa

Gabbi in the lead roles. Bhool Chuk Maaf'is all set to

hit the big screens on May 9. Set in Varanasi, the film

follows the story of Ranjan, a small-town groom, who
gets stuck in a time loop on the day before his wedding
ceremony.

Bhool Chuk Maaf, recently released a new track
from the film — Ting Ling Sajna. Sung by
Madhubanti Bagchi and Tanishk Bagchi, the song
features Rajkummar Rao and Dhanashree Verma. A
while ago, Dhanashree took to social media and
shared a series of behind-the-scenes pictures from the

sets of the song, leaving fans excited.
The carousel post begins with a close-up picture of
Dhanashree and Rajkummar, where she is seen sitting
on the actor’s lap, dressed in a red traditional outfit.
The next photo is a long shot with several dancers in
the background. In another image, the Trapped actor
is seen holding Dhanashree close to him.In one of the

l

Farida Jalal Grooves To

'Koi Shehri Babu' In Viral

Video, Fans Say ‘Cute’

eteran actress Farida Jalal has proved that age

is just a number after a video of her dancing

went viral. She captured the hearts of fans
with a delightful dance to the classic Bollywood
song “Koi Shehri Babu Dil Lehri Babu." A video of
her gracefully moving to the iconic tune has gone
viral on social media. Fans are calling her cute.In the
video, shared by a fan on X handle, we can see
Farida Jalal swaying to the rhythm of the song,
reminiscent of her performance in the 1973 film
Loafer, where she originally featured alongside
Mumtaz. The song, sung by Asha Bhosle and
composed by Laxmikant—Pyarelal, remains a
beloved classic in Hindi cinema. One of the fans
wrote, ‘Kitne din baad dikhi the legend actress."
Another wrote, “cuticee she is.”

Veteran actress Farida Jalal recently recalled working
with Shah Rukh Khan in several films, and said that
she was always very motherly towards him. She said
that she genuinely felt the mother-son bond when
working with King Khan, and since he didn’t have a
mother in his life, she would always feel like she
should give him more ‘mamta’.

In a conversation with Galatta Plus, Farida Jalal spoke
about Shah Rukh Khan and said, “I had the
opportunity of being with him in so many films. He
was so full of life. I have never seen this kind of
energy in anyone. | have enjoyed every moment of
my journey with him." Speaking about her
motherly affection for King Khan, she said, “I have
done so many films with him, played his mother. I
really feel that feeling of a mother-son relationship
with Shah Rukh. I really feel that and since he didn’t
have amother in his life so [ used to always feel that I
should give him more and more of all the ‘mamta’
can. [t would come naturally to me."

She also recalled meeting Shah Rukh Khan for the
first time on the set of the 1992 film ‘Dil Aashna
Hai’, which was among the first films he had signed.
She said that he was a shy person, and kept to
himself. She further added that she met a different
version of him when shooting for DDLI.

Shraddha Kapoor’s ‘Then Vs

Now’ Post Proves Her Bangs
Were Always Meant To Be

ollywood actress Shraddha Kapoor is the

brand ambassador of cuteness. Fans, do you

agree? The Stree star never fails to leave her
fans in awe of her adorable antics and impeccable
charm. Yet again, she treated her fans to a dose of
nostalgia by sharing adorable ‘then and now’
photos on social media. The actress took a trip
down memory lane and dropped some throwback
pictures on Instagram. In the heartwarming post,
the star revealed that her current stylish look,
featuring bangs, has been planned ever since her
childhood.Shared on May 6, the post showcased
the present-day Shraddha looking chic in ared top,
complemented by multiple gold chains, hoop
earrings, statement rings, and bracelets adorned
with evil-eye charms from her brand Palmonas.

The last photo is a picture of her younger self
holding a rabbit, sporting the same fringe she rocks
today. What’s even more interesting is the uncanny
resemblance and how little her face has changed
over the years.Hinting that her signature hairstyle
has been a long-term plan, the actress playfully
captioned the post, “Swipe to see iss look ki
planning kis umr se chal rahi hai >>>.

This glimpse into Shraddha’s personal style
evolution has resonated with her InstaFam, who
are showering the actress with love and
appreciation for the charming throwback.“Ayeece
soo cute the last picture," a fan wrote. Another
expressed, “That little girl is still the same." “That
nazar bracelet is necessary, Itne khubsurat ho roz
hi nazar lagti hogi," said a user. An account
remarked, “Beautiful as always miss
(@shraddhakapoor." “Such a cute throwback pic
hehe," an individual wrote.On the cinematic front,
Shraddha Kapoor was last seen in Stree 2. The
horror-comedy, released in 2024, starred her
alongside Rajkummar Rao, Abhishek Banerjee,
Aparshakti Khurana and Pankaj Tripathi. The
Amar Kaushik’s directorial took the box office by
storm and emerged as the highest-grossing Hindi
film of the year. Up next, she has not yet officially
announced her next project.

The actress previously talked about why she did only
a handful of films in the last few years. In a
conversation with Elle, she said that she is just
following her heart. “I do what I want to do. I'm
not in a rush to sign films back-to-back...
Following my heart is what keeps me grounded."
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