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Role of air power in crossing
the Rubicon again

India’s armed forces have upped the ante against
Pakistan a day after Operation Sindoor was
launched. An air defence system in Lahore has
been neutralised. India has targeted air defence
radars and systems at a number of locations in
Pakistan.It is clear that there will be no let-up in
India’s measured but strong military response to
the Pahalgam massacre.The Pakistani media are
conceding that Indian drones fell on Lahore,
Attock, Gujranwala, Chakwal, Rawalpindi and
Bahawalpur in Punjab province, as well as on
Sukkur’s Miano, Umerkot’s Chhor and near
Karachi in Sindh.eace in India has never been easy,
having to live with Pakistan, a neighbour born out
of bitterness and an unfulfilled Kashmir
aspiration. It is these very aspects which continue
to be fostered and leveraged by Pakistan's
duplicitous, self-serving military leadership to
remain in power.Having lost all its wars and failed
to wrest Kashmir, the use of terror as a strategic
instrument of statecraft has been a deliberate
choice employed against India for years.
Pakistan's cultivated terror groups have taken
many innocent Indian civilian lives in the past
attacks, but a line was crossed in the targeted
Pahalgam killings that uncannily echoed the
vitriolic words of its Islamist military chief.India's
enormous patience has been bitterly tested
periodically, forcing punitive responses in Uri and
Balakot, to drive home the lesson that terror will
come at a cost.The strong, well-deliberated, multi-
pronged military response, which has been
initiated in concert with all elements of
comprehensive national power, underscores
India's rise towards great power and the
acceptance that it will often come at a cost. Its
integrated and escalated controlled kinetic action
has for the first time struck deep into the heartland
of Pakistan, the home of'its power brokers.

The deliberate, selective and simultaneous targeting
of nine terror hubs at depths ranging up to 100 km,
once again displayed the enormous maturity and
restraint in India’s response strategy -- we believe
that civilian lives matter.This controlled punitive
escalation sends three clear signals — that India
will continue to punish acts of terror; that
punishment will encompass all instruments of
India's growing comprehensive national power
and the scale of the punishment will keep
increasing in a calibrated manner.Whether the
punishment will spill over into Pakistan's military
and the nation as a whole, lies entirely in the hands
of its elitist dysfunctional military and political
leadership, as India has no intention of making
Pakistan’s deprived citizens pay the price. But this
time around, the messaging is loud and clear: no
more terror, period. The large coordinated strike is
just the beginning of what is evidently a strategy
reset with a long-term approach in India's response
matrix.India's scale of the calm and collected
military response has certainly created panic and
disarray in Pakistan, triggering a predictable litany
ofrhetoric and false narratives in a desperate effort
to save face.Predictable also will be the follow-on
deliberate show of outrage, riding on threats of
being forced into raising the nuclear ante,
orchestrated to garner international pressure to get
a "belligerent India" to back down from
decimating an "innocent Pakistan". Even as the
Pakistani establishment plays on international
concerns of a potential “nuclear flashpoint.”

Unfortunately for Pakistan, having continued to
pursue the use of terror, it is no longer able to
generate sympathy and support for being an
unwitting victim.The world has changed and
moved on as India's true friends are showing firm
support and the rest, concerned with a nuclear
escalation and not wanting to pick sides, urge
restraint from both sides. Even China,
interestingly, has simply expressed concern and
urged the return to peace in the neighborhood. For
the moment it hasn't come out in open support of
Pakistan, its all-weather ally.India's strategy reset
has several unique facets. After having crossed the
Rubicon in 2019 when it used offensive air power
in conditions of no-war-no-peace to strike the
Jaish-e-Mohammed training camp in Balakot, air
strikes against terror have evidently become a
significant part of the operational repertoire of the
Indian Air Force as well as a kinetic response
option ofthe nation.

ON the night of May 6-7, India launched Operation
Sindoor, comprising a series of military strikes
against terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan. Nine
terror camps were hit, which included five in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and four in the Punjab
province. Among the most significant targets were
Muridke and Bahawalpur.Muridke, about 40 km
from Lahore, is the headquarters of Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and its front organisation, Jamaat-ud-
Dawa. The Resistance Front (TRF), which initially
claimed responsibility for the Pahalgam massacre,
is known to be affiliated with the LeT. Bahawalpur
is home to the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), which
operates from the Jamia Masjid Subhan Allah
complex, also known as the Usman-o-Ali campus.

Operation Sindoor is significantly larger in scale and
scope than the cross-border strikes in 2016 and
2019. The message that it sends out is also far more
powerful and unequivocal. And in this message,
there are some key shifts in India’s future strategy
for dealing with Pakistan.First, major terror attacks
will meet with a punitive response. Since the
limited strikes of 2016 and 2019 failed to deter
Pakistan from using terrorism as an instrument of
state policy, greater pain must be felt by those who
are directly controlling the terrorist movement. If
the Pakistani military is unwilling to rein in the
terrorist leadership, then India will do so using the
military instrument.India has long adopted a
posture of strategic restraint. However, the shifting
security environment, particularly after the
gruesome Pahalgam attack, has triggered a
recalibration. Targeting deeper locations like
Bahawalpur and Muridke indicates that India no
longer considers mere retaliation sufficient. The
new approach seeks to alter cost-benefit

How political power is shaping National Herald narrative

In an age where ‘gossip is gospel’, must the accused be condemned in the public sphere before a definitive judicial finding of guilt?

THE charge-sheeting of the Gandhis and others by the

Enforcement Directorate in the National Herald case for
alleged money-laundering and criminal misappropriation
of public property has invited countrywide protests by the
Congress and its sympathisers. They see the criminal case
as one without a basis in fact or in law and a brazen act of
political vendetta. The protest by the principal Opposition
party has elicited a counter-response by the ruling
dispensation.Speaking through its former Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad at a special press conference, the BJP
alleged that the accused had misappropriated public
property through devious devices and were now seeking
to intimidate the ED.The former
minister, embarking upon an
elaboration of the prosecution's case
on the basis of selective leaks, was
recently reported by the media as
querying: "If public property worth
thousands of crores is
misappropriated, then why are you
protesting and calling it vendetta?"
The BIJP spokesperson is also
reported to have said that no one had
a "license to loot." Another Cabinet
minister in office has reportedly
asserted: "It is an open and shut case
of fraud, corruption and money
laundering."Clearly, the accused
have been condemned through the
media, without trial and even
without an opportunity of being
heard at the time of cognisance of
the chargesheet, which was fixed for
May 8. The Special Judge trying the
case has since held that "the right to
be heard at any stage of the
proceedings breathes life into a fair
trial."Therefore, the usurpation of
judicial function by the
government's spokespersons to -

conclude at the inception of the trial

itself that the accused had misappropriated property worth
thousands of crores offends against the first principles of
liberal democracy and constitutional justice.

Such assertions by senior representatives of the government

against political adversaries facing criminal charges have
fuelled an unrelenting trial of the accused in the print,
electronic and social media, which could interfere with the
course of justice in several ways.

epeated claims by the BJP of cheating, fraud,

misappropriation and money laundering by the accused,
when the trial is at its initial stage, could create a hostile

IN the immediate aftermath of Operation Sindoor —
India’s precision strikes on terror camps across
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir — the
government on Thursday projected unity and resolve,
even as tensions remain high and retaliatory hostilities
continue. In response to attempted strikes by Pakistan,
India pre-emptively neutralised missiles aimed at 15
major cities and destroyed a key air defence system in
Lahore.Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s high-level
review meeting underscored the gravity of the
situation. Terming this a “sensitive period”, he called
for institutional synergy and citizen safety as top
priorities. The Whole-of-Government approach —
focussing on civil defence, countering disinformation
and safeguarding critical infrastructure — signals
readiness beyond the battlefield. The directive to
ministries to ensure emergency response protocols and
operational continuity reflects a sober understanding of
hybrid threats,

including cyberattacks and

public perception against them and influence the
judgement of those charged with conducting a judicial
trial. Extensive discussion in the media of selective parts
from the prosecution complaint, of which judicial
cognisance is yet to be taken and for which the case was
adjourned to May 8, can cause presumptive prejudice to
the accused, which is proscribed in several judgements of
the highest court (Sahara, 2013 and Manu Sharma, 2010,
etc). In Manu Sharma, the Supreme Court declared that
the "presumption of innocence of an accused is a legal
presumption and should not be destroyed at the very
threshold through the process of media trial." And, the

Constitution Bench in Sahara has ruled that "the
presumption of open justice has to be balanced with the
presumption of innocence which is now recognised as a
human right."The accusatory tone and tenor of senior
members of the ruling party in their media interactions
concerning the case impairs the fundamental right of the
accused to fair trial and presumed innocence, apart from
violating their sacrosanct right to reputation, privacy and
dignity.Restraint in condemning leaders of political
parties without a judicial finding of criminal culpability
would ensure that political parties, the life blood of

Strikes to strategy

National resolve amidst rising tensions

misinformation campaigns. Lending equal weight to
the day was Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s detailed
briefing to an all-party meeting, where he confirmed
the neutralisation of at least 100 terrorists. The
Opposition, notably the Congress and the AIMIM,

Red alert for Pak on the terror front

calculations for those orchestrating terrorism from
across the border.At the government briefing after
Operation Sindoor, a montage of past terror attacks
(from the 2001 Parliament attack to Mumbai 2008,
Uri 2016, Pulwama 2019 and the Pahalgam attack)
was shown to underscore the toll of cross-border
terror, after which the message “...No More”
flashed. The presentation may have appeared
dramatic, but it underlined India’s resolve that it

would no longer tolerate terrorism emanating gg

from Pakistani soil.Second, there are two choices
in front of the Pakistan Army. It must either
dismantle the entrenched military-jihad complex
it has long nurtured, or risk plunging the country
into a ruinous conflict with India, one that could
push Pakistan deeper into instability and peril.For
decades, the Pakistan Army has treated jihadi
groups as strategic assets, using them to bleed
India while maintaining plausible deniability.
With Operation Sindoor, India is making it clear
that there is no distinction between the state and
the proxies it sponsors. This blurring of lines is
deliberate. By hitting targets in Punjab, India
signals that safe havens are no longer immune,
regardless of their political sensitivity.In his
briefing to the press, Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri said India’s “actions were measured, non-
escalatory, proportionate, and responsible. They
focused on dismantling the terrorist infrastructure
and disabling terrorists likely to be sent across to
India.” This was a subtle message to Pakistan that
the escalation could be controlled if it restrains from
any military retaliation, and in the long run, puts a
check on terrorist activities. Whether the Pakistan
Army heeds this message is uncertain.

Third, India is clear that space exists for a limited

Operation Sindoor has signalled key shifts in India’s strategy for dealing with the neighbour

conventional conflict below the nuclear threshold.
Pakistan flashes its nuclear card at the very first
opportunity whenever there is an India-Pakistan
crisis. Minister Hanif Abbasi has stated that if India
were to halt water supply to Pakistan by suspending
the Indus Waters Treaty, Islamabad would be
prepared to strike with nuclear weapons.
Muhammad Khalid Jamali, Pakistan’s Ambassador

to Russia, made a similar threat.India no longer sees
itself as constrained by Pakistan’s nuclear
blackmail. It has gradually moved up the ladder in
the use of conventional forces to target terror
infrastructure in Pakistan. Operation Sindoor, with
its strikes in the Punjab heartland, has set a new
standard in the employment of airpower, once
considered highly escalatory, in responding to
terror attacks.Fourth, the clamour from some
international quarters for providing direct evidence
linking Pakistan to terror attacks in India has run its
course. India has been the victim of Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism for decades and is on firm

democracy, and their leaders are not discredited without a
trial in accordance with law (Article 21). This would
afford minimal protection to all political parties against
the retributive inclinations of those in power and enhance
the quality of democratic engagement.Lest our
democracy is wasted and weakened from within and the
nation's founding ideals allowed to wither, the National

Herald case should be a test of the republic's adherence to

the ideal of equal justice for all. This case will test the

inviolability of procedural justice, integrity of the judicial
process and the constitutional promise of justice through
fair trial, as against trial by accusation.

Indeed, media trials, especially in criminal
cases, can adversely impact the liberty and
freedom of individuals, a result that signals
the "soulful requiem to liberty", as Justice
DY Chandrachud reminded us in his
eloquent dissent in the Bhima-Koregaon
case.

The National Herald case raises several
questions of seminal importance. In an age
where "gossip is gospel", must the accused
be condemned in the public sphere before a
definitive judicial finding of guilt? Can
unrestrained public conversations with
media in cases of unproven criminal
culpability of individuals be allowed to
violate their right to justice and dignity?
Should the principles of legal due process
for discovery of truth in criminal trials be
compromised to win the political battle of
perception, in a trade-off between political
expediency and the constitutional
principle? What is the recourse, if any, for
those who are punished by the oppressive
processes of our criminal justice system
and the endless trials that crush the accused
even before the pronouncement of
guilt?These questions must stay alive in
the consciousness of the nation and spur us
to civilise ourselves in the use of power.

Only then can we redeem the constitutional promise of a
just society in which justice is not at the sufferance of the
powers that be.The qualitative distinction of the
democratic way is the taming of power to the community's
sense of fairness and justice. The sanctity of legal
processes depends likewise in ensuring that the rigours of
law do not result in the mortality of justice.

Because events shape and define the future, the National

Herald case will hopefully be an opportunity to reaffirm
the nation's commitment to the rule of law and to draw the
boundaries of partisan politics.

displayed commendable maturity, putting aside
political divisions to rally behind the national interest.
This rare moment of bipartisan consensus sends a
strong message to both domestic and international
audiences: when India’s sovereignty is challenged, its
political fabric holds firm.However, the larger picture
remains fraught. With India stating that it has no intent
to escalate but is fully prepared to retaliate, strategic
restraint must continue to be balanced with credible
deterrence. The emphasis must now shift from
tactical victories to strategic stability. In the days
ahead, civilian protection, diplomatic messaging and
internal security will demand unwavering focus.
India must continue briefing global partners and
maintain transparency with its citizens, without
compromising operational security. Even as Operation
Sindoor continues, the unified political posture and
institutional alertness offer a template for democratic
resilience in the face of external threats.

ground when it states that the fountainhead of
terrorism lies in that country. The problem is not the
foot soldiers who execute the attack, but the
terrorist and army leadership in Pakistan that
nurtures terrorism.The demand for irrefutable
proof ignores the nature of proxy warfare. Terror
outfits are designed precisely to offer deniability.
The consistency of terror attacks in India, the
identity of the perpetrators, their training
grounds, ideological narratives and sources of
funding all point to an ecosystem that cannot
function without state patronage.Fifth, there is
also a message for the international community.
There is a level of frustration in India over the
inability of global institutions like the United
Nations to hold Pakistan accountable for its
support to terrorism. Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar admitted in the National Assembly that
he had worked hard to get the reference to the
terror group TRF removed from the final text of
the UN Security Council resolution condemning
the Pahalgam attack.
While international opinion and diplomatic
support are important, they are not key factors when
deciding on India’s options to respond to Pakistan’s
terrorism. Platitudes that seek to equate both
countries and call on them to exercise restraint,
irrespective of the nature of the provocation, will be
ignored by India.Operation Sindoor sets new
doctrinal benchmarks: that terror infrastructure will
be struck; that nuclear deterrence will not shield
proxy actors; that the global community’s moral
ambivalence will not override India’s sovereign
choices; and that the Pakistan Army must reckon
with the consequences of its long-standing compact
with jihadist groups.
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Govt to allocate satellite

spectrum for five years; to
charge AGR at 4%

New Delhi. The government will administratively
allocate spectrum to satellite communication
providers such as Starlink, Eutelsat Oneweb, and Jio
Satellite Communications for five years, which can
be extended for another two years.

According to the recommendation made by the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) on
Friday, the companies will be charged 4% adjusted
gross revenue (AGR) for both non-geostationary
satellite orbit (NGSO) and geostationary satellite
orbit (GSO) based fixed-satellite service (FSS) and
mobile satellite service (MSS). The regulatory body
released recommendations on 'Terms and
Conditions for the Assignment of Spectrum for
Certain Satellite-Based Commercial
Communication Services’ to the Department of
Telecommunication (DoT).“Satcom services, once
available, can play a vital role in taking connectivity
to underserved areas where telecom networks are
not available. They also play a critical role in
disasters, in rescue and relief operations,” said
TRAI Chairman Anil Kumar Lahoti. Lahoti also
said satellite communication services are
complementary to terrestrial networks. There is no
ground for competition between the players. “There
iS no comparison on competition; these are
complementary services,” added Lahoti.Currently,
India has two players: Bharti-backed Eutelsat
Oneweb and Jio Satellite Communication, which
have been granted a Global Mobile Personal
Communication by Satellite (GMPCS) licence to
operate in India. The DoT issued a letter of intent to
Elon Musk-led Starlink on Tuesday, and now the
company needs to submit all the required
documents within next 21 days, including the
licence fee and approval from the Indian National
Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-
SPACe), the space regulator.

According to the recommendation, the TRAI has
proposed that both GSO and NGSO-based FSS
operators will be required to pay 4% AGR, with a
minimum annual charge of 3,500 per MHz
spectrum block. Additionally, operators offering
services in urban areas would have to shell out *500
per subscriber annually.

IT firms allow WFH option
amid India-Pakistan conflict

BENGALURU. In light of the ongoing conflict
between India and Pakistan, several global tech
services firms, including major Indian IT
companies, have allowed employees to work from
home (WFH), particularly in northern regions.

While no IT company officially commented on any
advisory sent to staff, sources familiar with the
matter said, “All IT services companies are flexible
when it comes to the WFH option, and in a situation
like this, employees can work from home, especially
those in Delhi, Gurugram, Noida and other northern
regions.”A source from the country's largest IT
services firm noted that companies prefer not to
cause panic among employees by issuing formal
advisories, as the option to work from home is
already available. “They don’t want to panic
employees by sending advisory asking employees to
WFH as they have an option to do so, if required,”
the source said.

On Friday, HCLTech officially declared WFH for its
offices in Chandigarh, Gurugram and Noida.

Deloitte India, meanwhile, has advised employees
currently on assignment in border states affected by
the conflict to return to their base locations at the
earliest. “All non-essential domestic and
international travel has been postponed. An all-India
command centre hotline has been set up to support
colleagues,” said a source from Deloitte India.

India—Pakistan tensions
escalate. What's next for
Dalal Street investors

New Delhi. Despite the escalating tensions between
India and Pakistan, Dalal Street has managed to hold
its ground, with investors staying calm even as
geopolitical risks loom large.While the Sensex and
Nifty ended over 1% lower in the previous session,
experts suggest that the decline was far less than
what could have been expected in such a volatile
environment. They also agree that while the situation
remains fluid, the underlying market sentiment is
still supported by strong economic
fundamentals.Vinod Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services, pointed to sustained
foreign institutional inflows and record GST
collections in April as key factors buoying investor
confidence.A sharp escalation in India-Pakistan
tensions has not dampened the domestic market
sentiment,” he said, highlighting how the market has
remained resilient despite the volatility.

STRONG FII SUPPORT

Foreign investor sentiment has also been supported by
a weaker US dollar, stable crude oil prices, and
optimism around the India-UK Free Trade
Agreement. Sectors such as textiles, automobiles,
and IT have been key beneficiaries of this optimism.

On the global front, however, the outlook remains
mixed. Nair adds that while the US Federal Reserve
has expressed concerns over heightened tariffs
exacerbating inflationary pressures, market
sentiment has improved with encouraging signals
from both the US and China about potential trade
talks. Optimism surrounding a US-UK trade deal has
also helped maintain a positive tone across global
markets.Still, the escalating geopolitical tensions
between India and Pakistan remain a key overhang.
“Markets will closely monitor macroeconomic
indicators, particularly CPI and WPI inflation data,”
Nair notes, adding that the consensus points to a
softening of inflationary pressures in the coming
months. The market largely expects the current
geopolitical flare-up to subside, with India’s military
and diplomatic strength seen as crucial in stabilising
the region.

“IndianOil has ample fuel

Businesses in border region
brace for tough times ahead

—
Sectors such as automobiles,

travel & tourism, retail and
real estate fear severe

repercussions if hostilities
hetween the two countries

intensify further
—

New Delhi. Escalation in tensions between

India and Pakistan over the past three
days has begun to hamper businesses in
border regions. Industry executives and
experts interviewed by TNIE reported a
fall in customer inquiries and footfall, as
consumers prioritise spending on
essential goods. Sectors ranging from
automobiles, travel & tourism, and retail
to real estate fear severe repercussions if
hostilities between the two countries

India-Pak tensions: A week of volatility,
resilience, and market turmoil

CHENNAL Investor wealth eroded by
over ?7 lakh crore over the past few
sessions, as escalating geopolitical
tensions between India and Pakistan
triggered sharp volatility in Indian
equity markets. Between May 2 and
May 9, 2025, the markets witnessed
heightened uncertainty, with
geopolitical risks dominating investor
sentiment.

Market Performance Overview:
The week began with relative stability in

the markets on May 2, and it saw even a
modest uptick, with the BSE Sensex
rising by 0.13% to 80,746.78, and
ICICI Bank's stock gaining 0.26% to
close at ?1,435.35.However, the
situation deteriorated sharply the next
day. On May 8, India launched
"Operation Sindoor," targeting terrorist
infrastructure in Pakistan-administered

Ample petrol, diesel
at our outlets: Indian Oil

NEW DELHI. Indian Oil Corporation

Limited (IOCL), India’s largest oil
refinery company, on Friday assured
the public that it has adequate fuel
stocks across the country and that all
operational systems are functioning
smoothly.

In an official statement

released via social media,
the company emphasised
that there is no cause for
concern, as petrol and diesel
are readily available at all
retail outlets.

stocks across the country
and our supply lines are
operating smoothly. There
is no need for panic
buying—fuel and LPG is
readily available at all our
outlets. Help us serve you
better by staying calm and
avoiding unnecessary rush. This will
keep our supply lines running
seamlessly and ensure uninterrupted
fuel access for all,” said the marketing

intensify further.

“If the current conflict broadens,
residential absorption in Delhi-NCR
and other parts of north India may see a
short-term dip of between 5-10%.
Luxury housing buyers tend to delay
purchases in periods of uncertainty.
Demand for mid-income housing will
be the first to recover once normalcy is
restored,” said Prashant Thakur,
regional director & head — research,
ANAROCK Group.Arealty developer
who has a strong presence in Punjab
said enquiry level for their listed
properties has come down to 70-80%

in the past three days as there is a fear

among consumers that the two countries

may go to war. “In case of war, we will
have difficulty in completing projects as
this would result in shortage of labourers
and make raw materials dearer,” he said,
requesting anonymity.Tensions have
peaked in the region after Pakistan’s
missile strikes targeting several Indian
cities. The missiles were intercepted by

Indian air defence units, but the
escalation triggered blackouts in border
towns and heightened fears of a full-scale
war.Tours & travel sector, which took a
hit from attack in Pahalgam last month
and subsequent closure of Pakistan

airspace, is expecting additional hurdles
in the near future. Operations remain
suspended till May 15 at many airports,
including major hubs like Leh,
Chandigarh, Amritsar, and Jodhpur. This
has resulted in cancellation of about 430
flights alone on Friday.Rikant Pittie,
CEO and co-founder, EaseMyTrip, said
traveller sentiment remains cautious,

with concerns around safety and
uncertainty. “Several airlines have cut or
suspended operations, leading to a rise in
cancellations and rescheduling across
travel services,” adeed Pittie. Karan
Agarwal, director at Cox & Kings, said
they have paused all new travel
offerings to Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan,
and Turkey. “We advise Indian
travellers to avoid any non-essential
travel to these destinations until there is
greater clarity and alignment in broader
geopolitical environment,” added
Agarwal.An aviation industry
executive said the four leading airlines
are losing millions of dollars daily due
to cancellations and closure of Pakistan
airspace. “We are hopeful that the
government will acknowledge the losses
and provide support when situation
eases,” added the executive.Air India
recently told the government that it is
expecting $600 million in additional
costs if Pakistan airspace ban lasts for a
year.

Dixon to manufacture Alcatel

smartphones in India

New Delhi. Dixon Technologies’ wholly-owned
subsidiary, Padget Electronics, has signed a

Contract Manufacturing Agreement with NxtCell

Kashmir. In retaliation, Pakistan
launched drone and missile strikes

across several Indian cities, including

spending and demand.Banking Sector:
ICICI Bank's stock edged up by 0.26%
on May 7, outperforming some

India to produce smartphones for the Alcatel
brand under the “Make in India’ initiative.
“We are delighted to announce that Padget

Sectoral Impact:
Defence Stocks: Companies like Bharat

Panic buying was particularly evident

Amritsar. The Indian military
successfully intercepted these attacks
using the S-400 missile system.As the
situation turned worse, the markets
reacted negatively to the heightened
tensions on May 9. The Nifty 50 index
fell by 1.18% to 23,983.3, and the BSE
Sensex dropped 1.12% to 79,443.08.
Small- and mid-cap indices declined by
1.8% and 1.2%, respectively. Volatility
surged, with the VIX reaching its
highest level in over a month,
indicating increased investor fear.

Electronics and Hindustan Aeronautics
saw gains of 3.4% and 2.1%,
respectively, due to increased defense

company.The statement came in
response to widespread social media

competitors.Electric Vehicle Sector:
Ather Energy's IPO debuted weakly,
with shares falling over 4%, reflecting
investor skepticism toward the
unprofitable e-scooter sector.

Currency and Bond Market:

Rupee: The Indian rupee weakened,
prompting the Reserve Bank of India to
likely intervene by selling U.S. dollars
through state-run banks to stabilize the
currency. The rupee dipped to a session
low of 85.8425 before rebounding to
85.50 .Bond Yields: The 10-year
government bond yield increased by
3 basis points to 6.42%, indicating
broader market concerns linked to
regional instability .

available

In an official statement

Electronics has entered into a Contract
Manufacturing Agreement with NxtCell India to
manufacture smartphones for the iconic brand
Alcatel. This strategic association with NxtCell
India will further strengthen our manufacturing
excellence and execution capabilities,” said Atul
B Lall, vice cairman & managing drector of Dixon
Technologies
Technologies is India’s largest home-grown,
design-focused electronics manufacturer,
catering to the consumer durables, lighting, and
mobile phone segments. The company has been
actively expanding its partnerships. On April 30,
2025, Dixon announced a joint venture with
Taiwanese IT hardware major Inventec to form
Dixon IT Devices Private Limited (60% Dixon,
40% Inventec), focused on manufacturing

(India) Limited.Dixon

notebook and desktop PCs, servers, and

posts and videos showing long
queues at petrol stations, triggered

released via social media,

by escalating tensions between India
and Pakistan following 'Operation

the company emphasised

that there is no cause for

concern, as petrol and

diesel are readily available

at all retail outlets.

Sindoor,' a coordinated missile strike
targeting terrorist infrastructure at
nine locations in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

Punjab, where residents, especially
those in border areas, rushed to stock
up on fuel and essential supplies.
Many petrol pump owner border areas
said that fuel sales had nearly tripled
due to heightened public anxiety.

As of May 2025, IndianOil has an
extensive network of over 37,500 fuel
stations spread across India. This
makes it the company with the highest
number of petrol pumps in the country.

TN

.

components.

Also in April, Dixon entered a 50:50 joint venture
with lighting company Signify (formerly Philips
Lighting) to manufacture LED bulbs, downlights,
spots, and battens. In 2024, Padget Electronics
began manufacturing HP laptops, desktops, and
all-in-one PCs at its facility in Tamil Nadu.

Stock Performance

on Wednesday in several parts of Ag of May 10, 2025, Dixon Technologies' share
price stood at 715,190, reflecting a 2.79% decline
from the previous close. Over the past week, the
stock has experienced a downward trend,
influenced by broader market volatility and
geopolitical tensions in the region.
over the past one year, Dixon Technologies’
shares have gained over 81% backed by strong
financial performance.In the first 9-month of
FY25, the company posted a 120% growth in
revenue to Rs 28,600 crore, and 155% growth in
net profit to Rs 696 crore.

However,

US, China trade talks begin: A test for the
power of Donald Trump’s tariff hammer

Any tariff war between the two
of the biggest economies of
the world can roil the global
markets as the past few weeks
have amply demonstrated. The
competition to raise tariffs
began with Trump slapping a
10% levy on Chinese imports
in February and then quickly

ramping it up.

Washington. The way President Donald

Trump sees it, beating China in a trade
war should be easy. After all, his logic
goes, the Chinese sell Americans three
times as much stuff as Americans sell
them. Therefore, they have more to lose.
Inflict enough pain, like the combined
145% taxes he slapped on Chinese
imports last month, and they’ll beg for
mercy. Trump’s treasury secretary, Scott
Bessent has confidently compared

Beijing to a card player stuck with a
losing hand. “They’re playing with a pair
of twos,” he said.Somebody forgot to tell
China. So far, the Chinese have refused to
fold under the pressure of Trump’s
massive tariffs. Instead, they have
retaliated with triple-digit tariffs of their
own. “All bullies are just paper tigers,”
the Chinese Foreign Ministry declared in
a video last week. “Kneeling only invites
more bullying.” The stakes are high
between the world’s two biggest
economies whose trade topped $660
billion last year. Bessent and Trump’s top
trade negotiator, Jamieson Greer, are
heading to Geneva this weekend for
initial trade talks with top Chinese
officials. Trump suggested Friday that
the U.S. could lower its tariffs on China,
saying in a Truth Social post that “80%
Tariff seems right! Up to Scott.? While
businesses and investors welcome any
easing of tensions, the prospects for a
quick and significant breakthrough
appear dim.“These are talks about talks,
and China may be coming to assess
what’s on the table — or even just to buy
time,” said Craig Singleton, senior China
fellow at the Washington-based think
tank Foundation for Defense of

Democracies. “There’s no shared
roadmap or clear pathway to de-
escalation.” But if the two countries
eventually agree to scale back the
massive taxes — tariffs — they have
slapped on each other’s goods, it would
relieve world financial markets and
companies on both sides of the Pacific
Ocean that depend on US-China trade.

“The companies involved in this trade on

both sides just cannot afford waiting
anymore,” said economist John Gong of
the University of International Business
and Economics in Beijing. In a worst-
case scenario, China could walk away
from the negotiations if it feels the US
side isn’t treating China as an equal or
isn’t willing to take the first step to
deescalate, Gong said. “I think if
(Bessent) doesn’t go into this negotiation
with this kind of mindset, this could be
very difficult,” he said.For now, the two
countries can’t even agree on who
requested the talks. “The meeting is
being held at the request of the U.S. side,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Lin Jian said Wednesday. Trump
disagreed. “They ought to go back and
study their files,” he said. Trump’s faith
in tariffs meet economic reality What

seems clear is that Trump’s favorite
economic weapon — import taxes, or
tariffs — has not proved as mighty as
he’d hoped.For Trump, what’s happened
here is that the rhetoric of his campaign
has finally had to face economic reality,”
said Jeff Moon, a trade official in the
Obama administration who now runs the
China Moon Strategies consultancy.
“The idea that he was going to bring
China to its knees in terms of tariffs was
never going to work.” Trump views
tariffs an all-purpose economic tool that
can raise money for the US Treasury,
protect American industries, lure
factories to the United States and
pressure other countries to bend to his
will, even on issues such as immigration
and drug trafficking.e used tariffs in his
first term and has been even more
aggressive and unpredictable about
imposing them in his second. He’s
slapped a 10% tariff on almost every
country in the world, blowing up the rules
that had governed global trade for
decades. But it’s his trade war with China
that has really put markets and businesses
on edge. It started in February when he
announced a 10% levy on Chinese
imports.
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Drones launched, a radar destroyed: How
India responded to Pak's May 8 attack

New Delhi.In response to Pakistan's drone and  Rajouri, Akhnoor and Udhampur.
missile attack on Thursday, May 8, India While a forensic investigation of the wreckage of
launched armed drones at four air defence sites  the Pakistani drones is currently underway,

India-Pakistan War: Pakistani
Fighter Jets Shot Down in
J&K, Pilots Yet To Be Located

forces shot down many of these drones using
kinetic and non-kinetic means. The possible
purpose of such large-scale aerial intrusions was

.Winq Commander

Vyomika Singh said
that in response to
the Pakistani
attack, India
launched armed
drones at four air
defence sites in
Pakistan and one
of the drones was
able to destroy an
AD radar.

defence radar."”

Singh said.

32 airports shut till May 14 as
India-Pak tensions escalate

New Delhi. The Airports Authority of India (AAI) has
issued a series of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs)
announcing the temporary suspension of all civil flight
operations at 32 airports across northern and western
India. The closure will remain in effect from May 9 to
May 14, 2025.The affected airports include: Adhampur,
Ambala, Amritsar, Awantipur, Bathinda, Bhuj, Bikaner,
Chandigarh, Halwara, Hindon, Jaisalmer, Jammu,
Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kandla, Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod,
Kishangarh, Kullu Manali (Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana,
Mundra, Naliya, Pathankot, Patiala, Porbandar, Rajkot
(Hirasar), Sarsawa, Shimla, Srinagar, Thoise, and
Uttarlai.“All civil flight activities at these airports will
remain suspended during this period.,” said the
NOTAM.

On May 8, the airport authority closed the 24 airports and
later extended the closure till May 15 in the wake of the
India-Pakistan escalation.he NOTAM comes in the
wake of escalating tensions in the region. It follows
India’s precision strike targeting reported terror camps
in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, which led
to retaliatory drone and missile attacks by Pakistan
targeting areas in Jammu, Punjab, and Rajasthan.
Although Indian defence systems successfully
intercepted and neutralised the threats, aviation security
has been significantly heightened.

Earlier, several airlines cancelled their flights to the
affected locations. Air India confirmed flight
cancellations to and from Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Chandigarh, Bhuj, Jamnagar, and
Rajkot, offering impacted passengers eithera full refund
or a one-time rescheduling waiver.IndiGo also
cancelled services to multiple cities covered under the
NOTAM and has provided online links for customers to
check flight status, rebook, or apply for refunds.

What India said on Jaish

group's link to US journalist's
Karachi killing in 2002

New Delhi. Bahawalpur's Markaz Subhan Allah, the
nerve centre of the Pakistan-based terror outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammed, was among the camps targeted and
destroyed by India in its Operation Sindoor.
Commenting on the operation, the government on
Friday said that the Masood Azhar-led group was
directly or indirectly involved in the 2002 murder of
American journalist Daniel Pearl in
Karachi."Bahawalpur is the headquarters of the
Jaish-e-Mohammed terrorist group, which is
proscribed by the UN. Its leader, Masood Azhar, is a
proscribed individual," Foreign Secretary Mishri said
ata press briefing.Pearl, the South Asia Bureau Chief
for The Wall Street Journal, was kidnapped and

murdered

in Karachi
while
reportedly
researchin

g alleged

l'inks

between

Pakistan's

spy agency

I[ST and

Islamic

militants.
Y o u
brought up the connection with the tragic death or
killing of Daniel Pearl of The Wall Street Journal. The
JeM was in some way directly or indirectly
responsible for the death of Daniel Pearl," he said.

The Foreign Secretary added, "The real connection is
through Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh, the British-
Pakistani jihadi who was held in India but was
released in 2000. He was the person who lured Daniel
Pearl, eventually leading to his murder."

"So these are all obviously connected figures,
connected individuals, connected institutions-and the
attack on that facility of the Jaish-e-Mohammed in
Bahawalpur is, I would imagine, a fitting part of this
unfortunate incident," he added.

The foreign secretary's remarks came as tensions
between the two countries soared significantly
following India's strike on terror infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied-Kashmir under
Operation Sindoor early Wednesday.

"

Talking about the May 8 attack,
the government said that
Pakistan carried out artillery shelling across the

line of control using heavy-calibre artillery guns “Around 300 to 400 drones were used to attempt
and armed drones at Uri, Poonch, Mendhar,

in Pakistan, the government
said on Friday.In its latest press
briefing over the unprovoked
and failed attack by Pakistan,
India said that the swarm of
drones launched from Pakistan
were intercepted."In response
to the Pakistani attack, armed
drones were launched at four air
defence sites in Pakistan. One
drone was able to destroy an air
Wing B«
Commander Vyomika Singh =
said on Friday. The Pakistan |}
Army also suffered major g
losses in Indian retaliatory fire,

IFT_ W

infiltration at 36 locations. The Indian armed

initial reports suggest that they are likely Turkish
Asisguard Songar drones.

to test air defence systems and collect
intelligence. Forensic investigation of
the wreckage ofthe drones is being done.
Initial reports suggest that they are
Turkish Asisguard Songar drones...” the
Wing Commander added.

She also said that later, an Unmanned

Aerial Vehicle (UAV) of Pakistan
attempted to target the Bathinda military
station, which was detected and
neutralised by the armed forces.

4 While talking about the possible reason

behind the unprovoked attack by
Pakistan last night, Singh emphasised
that "the possible reasons for large area
intrusions were to test the AD system and
gather intelligence.”Notably, Pakistan’s
bombardment of artillery fire, drone and
missile attacks came a day after India

conducted precision strikes at terror hideouts in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
under Operation Sindoor.

Army destroys Pak posts, drone
launch pads in precision strikes

NEW DELHLThe Indian
Army has destroyed
multiple Pakistani posts and
terrorist launch pads near
the Jammu region, which
were being used to launch
tube-launched drones into
Indian territory, according
to defence sources.The
action comes amid
heightened tensions along
the border following
repeated drone incursions
and shelling from across the Line of
Control.

Pakistan launched a series of drone
attacks on Friday, targeting nearly 36
cities across Jammu and Kashmir,
Punjab, Rajasthan, and Gujarat for the
second consecutive day. Among the
targets was an air base in Awantipora,

-

'l

which, along with other attempted
strikes, was successfully thwarted by
Indian defence systems. Sources said
that 15-20 blasts were heard during
attempts to destroy the drone.

Multiple drones were reported over
Jammu, Samba, Rajouri, Pathankot,

Amritsar, Jaisalmer, Barmer, and
Pokhran, while heavy artillery

exchanges were witnessed

along the Line of Control in

areas such as Kupwara, Poonch,

Uri, Nowgam, and

Handwara.In its latest press

briefing over the unprovoked

and failed attack by Pakistan,

India said Pakistan had

launched between 300 and 400

Turkish drones across locations

from Leh to Sir Creek in its

failed attempt to target Indian
military installations.

"In response to the Pakistani attack,
armed drones were launched at four air
defence sites in Pakistan. One drone
was able to destroy an air defence
radar,” Wing Commander Vyomika
Singh said on Friday. The Pakistan
Army also suffered major losses in
Indian retaliatory fire, Singh said.

Bangladesh woman granted bail after cops
delay her court appearance upon arrest

New Delhi.The Bombay High Court
has granted bail to a Bangladeshi
woman arrested along with her
one-and-a-half-year-old child for
allegedly entering India illegally, g
citing that the Maharashtra Police §
failed to produce her before a WgH
magistrate within 24 hours of her ¢
arrest.

Justice Milind Jadhav, while
granting bail, criticised the
prosecution for violating basic legal
procedures. “It is unfortunate that
prosecution officers are indifferent to
these elementary but statutory
requirements regarding detention
beyond 24 hours are not permissible
unless the accused person is produced
before the magistrate. This ground of
breach of Section 50 of the Criminal
Procedure Code and violation of the
fundamental rights of the applicant go
to the root of the matter and deserves
immediate consideration even in the
bail application,” the judge said.The
woman, Sabnam Suleman Ansari, was
arrested by the prosecution on January
20, 2025, based on intelligence

However,

received from a secret informant. She
was accused of staying in India without
valid documents and was booked under
the Foreigners Act and Passport (Entry
into India) Actat APMC Police Station.

The prosecution alleged that Ansari

entered India along an unauthorised
route from Bangladesh without proper
travel documents. She was caught
while on patrol duty by officers who
acted on the tip-off from an informant.
At the time of arrest, Ansari had her
young son with her, and both were
lodged in prison following the arrest.

advocates Shubham
Upadhyay and Aryan Kotwal,
representing Ansari, argued that the

India’s air def

It was a loss of face
for Pakistan after
India avenged
Pahalgam terror
attack.

after India avenged Pahalgam terror
attack. In a move to reclaim its lost
image and shore up receding spirits,
Pakistan escalated the situation in
the border areas by launching
missile strikes on Indian military

installations across Jammu and |

Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Gujarat.

allegations were based solely on a
confession made to the police and
that she had several official
documents to prove her Indian
residence.”She has all documents;
Aadhar Card, Pan Card, Election ID
Card, Gram Panchayat confirming
her Indian residence, Ration Card,
marriage certificate for having
married an Indian citizen and living
in India for the past several years,”
they submitted.The defence also
contended that Ansari was arrested at
12:30 pmon January 28, 2025, and was
produced before the Magistrate only at
4:30 pm on January 29, 2025—well
beyond the 24-hour limit mandated by
law.The bench noted that the
prosecution failed to explain the delay
in producing Ansari before the court.
*The production of the Applicant thus
beyond the permissible limit of 24
hours, is in clear violation of the
fundamental rights guaranteed under
Articles 21 and 22 of the Constitution
of India,” the court said, adding that it
is the duty of the bail court to intervene
insuch cases.

However, every single missile was =%

NEW DELHI. The surgical precision with

which India destroyed terror camps in
Pakistan and its occupied territories in
Kashmir not only asserted the country’s
status as one of the most forceful nations
in counter-terror operations, but also
exposed the vulnerabilities in Pakistan’s
defence network.It took over a decade for
India to strategically strengthen its air
defence system and enhance its combat
power by incorporating cutting-edge
warfare technologies. “Many experts
believe the successful execution of
Operation Sindoor has sent a clear and
unequivocal message that India is no
longer just capable of defending its
skies—it now commands, dictates, and
controls them,” remarked a senior
official.It was a loss of face for Pakistan

intercepted or neutralised. Despite

the setback, Pakistan continued its -

reckless provocation by unleashing
indiscriminate drone and missile

New Delhi: India has reportedly shot down

Pakistan’s fighter jets between Jammu and
Kashmir’s Baramulla-Budgam-Srinagar areas
amid escalation between India and Pakistan.
Search operations are underway to locate the
pilots.Debris of a drone have also been found in
a field at Muglani Kot village in Punjab’s
Amritsar district,

Meanwhile, surface-to-air missile systems have

been activated in Srinagar by armed forces, ANI
reported quoting sources. Heavy engagement is
going on with Pakistan over Srinagar and
adjoining areas.The sources told the news
agency that at least four airbases in Pakistan
have been targeted by Indian strikes. In an
immediate response to Pakistan's attack on 26
Indian locations on May 10, India launched
retaliatory strikes.Smoke was seen rising aftera
loud explosion in the Dibber area of J&K's
Udhampur, Houses and property were damaged
in the Rajouri region following a continuous
series of explosions. Loud explosions were
heard in Rajouri and Akhnoor as well.Earlier in
its statement, the Ministry of Defence (MoD)
said, "Drones have been sighted at 26 locations
along the International Border (IB) and the Line
of Control (LoC) with Pakistan. These include
suspected armed drones. The locations include
Baramulla, Srinagar, Avantipora, Nagrota,
Jammu, Ferozpur, Pathankot, Fazilka, Lalgarh
Jatta, Jaisalmer, Barmer, Bhuj, Kuarbet and
Lakhi Nala.”

The MoD expressed regret for launching an

armed drone, which targeted a civilian area in
Ferozpur, The mishap resulted in injuries to
members of a local family. The injured have
been provided medical assistance and the area
has been sanitised by security forces.

The Indian armed forces are maintaining a high

state of alert and tracking aerial threats. They
are also using counter-drone systems. “The
situation is under close and constant watch and
prompt action is being taken wherever
necessary, Citizens, especially in border areas,
are advised to remain indoors, limit
unnecessary movement and strictly follow
safety instructions issued by local authorities.
While there is no need for panic, heightened
vigilance and precaution are essential," said the
ministry in its statement.

Four Pakistani Airbases TargetedMeanwhile,

India has targets at least four airbases in
Pakistan in the early hours of May 10, sources
told ANI. India launched the retaliatory strikes
immediately after Pakistan attacked 26
locations across India.

Intermittent firing is still going on at several

places along the LoC.In Jammu and Kashmir's
Udhampur, smoke was seen rising after a loud
explosion in the Dibber area. In the Rajouri
region, houses and other property were
damaged after a series of explosions. Loud
blasts were also heard in Rajouri and Akhnoor.

Meanwhile, in Punjab, a drone-related explosion

damaged a house in Kanganiwal village in rural
Jalandhar.Surjeet Kaur, a local resident,
described the moment of the attack, "A red
coloured flash came above our house and there
was a huge explosion. We got scared.
Everything was dark. We came out of our
houses after a short while and saw that the water
tank above our houses and our neighbours'
houses had exploded. There was a blackout at
that time, and all the lights were off."

On May 9, aday after Indian air defences foiled an

attempt by Pakistan to target civilian
infrastructure along the LoC and the IB,
Pakistani drones were again spotted in the
Jammu, Samba and Pathankot sectors.On the
night of May 7-8, Indian forces also
successfully neutralised Pakistan’s large-scale
drone and missile attack aimed at several Indian
military bases in northern and western parts of
the country.

ence success: A saga of decade-long toil

defence unit in Lahore, as well as
damaging vital radar infrastructure.
Such preparedness is not the result of a
single day’s effort. Since 2014, the
Modi government has systematically
strengthened India’s air defence
architecture. Key acquisitions and
developments include the Rs 35,000-
crore deal for five S-400 Triumf
squadrons—signed in 2018. Three
squadrons are now operational along
the borders with China and Pakistan.
The deployment of Barak-8 Medium-

attacks on the night of May 8 in several
parts of India. Thanks to India’s elaborate

and robust air defence system, none of

these attacks reached their intended
targets.

Sources within the government said India’s
swift, coordinated response showcased
the formidable strength of its air defence
ecosystem—painstakingly developed
over the past 11 years under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
According to information available in the

publicly domain, a combination of

technologies—including the Integrated
Counter-Unmanned Aerial System (UAS)
Grid, S-400 Triumf Systems, Barak-8

Amid continuous

missiles, Akash surface-to-air missiles,
and DRDO’s anti-drone Systems—came
together seamlessly to form an aerial
shield over India that held firm and
thwarted every single attempt by the
enemy to inflict damage on this side of the
border.

cross-border
provocations, India did not limit itself to
defence. It retaliated swiftly with
precision, inflicting significant
destruction on the Pakistani side. Under
‘Operation Sindoor,” the Indian Armed
Forces demonstrated their sharpest and
most accurate decp-strike capabilities,
penetrating Pakistani territory and
destroying a Chinese-supplied HQ-9 air

Range Surface-to-Air Missiles (MR-
SAM), part of'a $2.5 billion deal signed in
2017 with Israel, now actively defends
key bases such as Bathinda.

There are also indigenous Akash missile

batteries and DRDO-developed counter-
drone systems that collectively form a
robust shield against enemy manoeuvres.
India’s Man-Portable Counter-Drone
Systems (MPCDS), installed in 2024 to
jam and disable hostile UAVs, have also
significantly enhanced modern warfare
capabilities. Notably, “*Operation
Sindoor” marked the combat debut of
loitering munitions—so-called ‘suicidal
drones’ ordered in 2021 and
manufactured domestically.
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European leaders arrive in Kyiv in
show of solidarity against Russia

KYIV. The leaders of France, Britain and
Germany arrived in Ukraine on Saturday
for talks with President Volodymyr
Zelensky, vowing to ratchet up pressure on
Russia until it agrees a ceasefire the day
after alavish military parade in Moscow.

French President Emmanuel Macron,
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz and

INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

Rubio dials Pakistan army
chief, Indian External Affairs
Minister, urges de-escalation

world. In another bid to defuse escalating tensions
between India and Pakistan, US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio spoke with Pakistan's Army Chief
General Asim Munir on Friday, according to the US
Department of State.Rubio also called Indian
External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar.The calls came amid a dramatic surge in
hostilities between India and Pakistan, marking their
most severe confrontation in nearly three decades.

since June 2022 when he went with the
Italian and German leaders of the time.

In the talks with Zelensky they will make

are advancing... in quite a confident way"  their "steadfast commitment to Ukraine",

on the front, Peskov said, adding that the statement said."We, the leaders of

: . 11 France, Germany, Poland and the United

. Kingdom will stand in Kyiv in solidarity

to a ceasefire.
Atruce would otherwise be an "advantage for
Ukraine" at a time when "Russian troops

far." Alongside the US, we call on Russia to
agree a full and unconditional 30-day
ceasefire to create the space for talks on a
justand lasting peace," the leaders said in a
statement ahead of the visit.

"We are ready to support peace talks as
soon as possible, to discuss technical

“Secretary Rubio urged both parties to find ways to
de-escalate and offered US assistance in initiating
constructive dialogue to prevent future conflicts,”
said State Department spokesperson Tammy Bruce.
She emphasised Washington’s commitment to
regional stability and its willingness to support peace
efforts. The conversation took place just hours before
Pakistan claimed to have launched a military
operation against India early Saturday.According to

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
arrived together by train from
neighbouring Poland. Later, they were to
be joined by Polish Prime Minister Donald
Tusk.It is the first time the leaders of the
four European nations have made a joint
visit to Ukraine.More than three years into
Russia's invasion, the hugely symbolic
show of European unity comes a day after

implementation of the ceasefire, and [
prepare for a full peace deal," they added.
"We are clear the bloodshed must end, &
Russia must stop its illegal invasion, and
Ukraine must be able to prosper as a safe, |
secure and sovereign nation within its
internationally recognised borders for
generations to come".They warned: "We
will continue to increase our support for |
Ukraine. Until Russia agrees to an

with Ukraine against Russia’s barbaric
and illegal full-scale invasion," they
said."We reiterate our backing for
President Trump's calls for a peace deal
and call on Russia to stop obstructing
efforts to secure an enduring peace,"
they added.After meeting Zelensky in
the morning, they are to host a virtual
meeting to update other European
leaders on moves to create a European

Pakistani officials, the strikes targeted several Indian
military installations, including a missile storage
facility in northern India. The continuing escalation
signals a dangerous turn in bilateral relations, raising
concerns of wider regional instability.

The US has called on both Islamabad and New Delhi to

Ukraine was "not ready for immediate
negotiations."

interview with the ABC news channel on Russia obstructing efforts'

Saturday, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry For Merz, who took office only this week, it

President Vladimir Putin struck a defiant
tone at a Moscow parade marking 80 years
since victory in World War I1.US President
Donald Trump has proposed a 30-day
unconditional ceasefire as a step to end the
conflict. But Putin has resisted so

enduring ceasefire, we will ratchet up
pressure on Russia's war machine."In an

force that could provide Ukraine with
security after the war.Such a force "would
help regenerate Ukraine's armed forces
after any peace deal and strengthen
confidence in any future peace", the
statement said.

will be his first visit to Ukraine as
chancellor. Macron has not been to Kyiv

Peskov said arms deliveries from Ukraine's

exercise restraint and return to diplomatic channels,
warning that continued military action risks spiraling
into a broader conflict.

Rubio dials EAM Jaishankar

Secretary of State Marco Rubio spoke with Indian
External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.
Secretary Rubio emphasized that both sides need to
identify methods to de-escalate and re-establish
direct communication to avoid miscalculation. He
further proposed US support in facilitating
productive discussions to avert future disputes.

Pak defence minister refutes
reports of nuclear body
meet amid India tensions

world. Pakistan's Defence Minister Khawaja Asif has
said that no meeting of the National Command
Authority, the country's top civil-military body
overseeing its nuclear arsenal, is scheduled in the
aftermath of India's overnight military strikes,
Reuters reported on Saturday.This comes despite an
earlier statement from Pakistan's military that the
Prime Minister had called for a meeting of the
authorities following a military escalation with
India.According to Indian government sources, the
latest flare-up began when Pakistan fired a long-range
missile aimed at a strategic Indian target, which was
intercepted and destroyed by India's air defence
systems in the Western Sector.In response, India
intercepted and destroyed drones and missiles after
Pakistan tried to attack 26 locations across the border,
ranging from Jammu and Kashmir to Gujarat. India
also overnight successfully struck six key Pakistani
airbases including Chaklala in Rawalpindi, Murid in
Chakwal, Rafiqui in Shorkot, Rahim Yar Khan,
Sukkur and Chunian.India's Ministry of Defence said
no major damage was reported on its side, crediting
the swift action of defence systems, including S-400s
and Akashteer units, which successfully neutralised
incoming threats.

Cinnamon May Reduce
Effectiveness Of Some
Prescription Drugs: Study

world Cinnamon, when consumed in large dosages,
particularly as nutritional supplements, may reduce
the efficacy of several prescription medications,
according to a new study.

The study, published in the June edition of the Food
Chemistry: Molecular Sciences journal, looked at
how cinnamon and its primary ingredients affected
the body's capacity to metabolise drugs, The
Washington Post reported.It noted concerns
regarding cinnamon's potential interactions with
medicines and the shortage of scientific data on the
spice's effects on human metabolism.

While minimal intake may have health benefits,
extended use may increase the risk of drug
interactions, the study said, without specifying how
much was excessive.According to researchers,
"overconsumption" of cinnamon may cause the
body to quickly flush out prescription drugs,
affecting a person's capacity to absorb them.

Lead researcher Bill Gurley, chief scientist at the
University of Mississippi's National Centre for
Natural Products Research, told The Post, "We
know there's a possibility for cinnamaldehyde to
activate these receptors that can pose a risk for drug
interactions."The researchers studied cinnamon oil
and two of its chemical constituents,
cinnamaldehyde and cinnamic acid, simulating
human digestion to ascertain whether and how
cinnamon influences drug metabolism.

They found that both cinnamaldehyde and cinnamic
acid have the ability to trigger the body's xenobiotic
receptors. These sensors aid in regulating how drugs
are processed by the body.According to CNN
wellness expert Dr Leana Wen, supplementing with
cinnamon may help manage diabetes or aid in
weight loss, per some studies, but further research is
required to explore its potential advantages fully.

Cassia cinnamon may contain high concentrations of
the blood thinner coumarin, and traces of coumarin
may also be present in Ceylon cinnamon.

Thus, an individual taking anticoagulant drugs may be
at higher risk of bleeding if they consume a lot of
coumarin, said Mr Wen.How much is too much was
not specified in the Food Chemistry study, but
researchers cautioned that concentrated forms, such

allies must stop before Russia would agree

Pakistan's Operation Bunyan al-Marsoos: Trump's new plan: Free

Why the name, what it means

world Pakistan fired drones and missiles,

including a Fattah-1 missile, at India in
a pre-dawn strike on Saturday under
what Pakistani media called Operation
Bunyan al-Marsoos. The firing of the
Fattah-1 ballistic missile came as
Pakistan escalated the situation a day
earlier targeting 26 locations in India
with drones and missiles after India's
Operation Sindoor."Pakistan has
started 'Operation Bunyan-un-
Marsoos'," reported Radio
Pakistan.It's variants are Bunyan Ul
Marsoos, Bunyan-un-Marsoos and
Bunyanun Marsoos.Bunyan al-
Marsoos is a verse from the Quran, the
holy book of Muslims.According to Al
Jazeera, "Bunyan Marsoos is an Arabic
phrase which directly translates into 'a
structure made of lead'." According to
the Qatar-based Al Jazeera, the verse
from Quran reads: "Truly Allah loves
those who fight in His Cause in battle
array, as if they were a solid cemented
structure."With the name, Pakistan
likely wants to portray itself as an
impregnable wall or structure fighting

G7 calls for
as Indiq,

for a cause.Click Here For Operation
Sindoor Live UpdatesThe massive
escalation comes after India hit terror
camps inside Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (POK) as part of
Operation Sindoor after the April 22
Pahalgam terrorist attacksin which 26

civilians were killed.India attacked
nine sites in Pakistan and POK as part
of the aerial strikes on May 7.Pakistan
must have named its military
misadventure -- Operation Bunyan al-
Marsoos -- because it has been
breached.It was the first time since the
1971 War that India hit a target in
Punjab province, deep in Pakistani
territory. The terror camp in Pakistan's

'immediate de-escalation’
Pakistan trade missiles

world The G7 nations on Friday urged
immediate de-escalation amid rising
tensions between India and Pakistan
following alleged missile strikes.

In a joint statement, the bloc called on
both nuclear-armed neighbors to
engage in direct dialogue to prevent
further conflict and ensure regional

<Pakistan closed its airspace

on May 10 amid rising

stability.“We, the G7 Foreign Ministers
of Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the United Kingdom, and the
United States of America, along with
the High Representative of the
European Union, strongly condemn the
egregious terrorist attack in Pahalgam
on April 22 and urge maximum

tensions and attacks near its

airbases, disrupting flights.

Currently, no flights are

operating within Islamabad's

arrspace.

_

world The Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority
announced on Saturday that the country’s
airspace will be closed to all types of flights
between 3:15 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. local
time on May 10, 2025.The suspension,

Saturday.The flight schedule at Islamabad

Punjab was 100km from the
border.The use of Quranic verse could
also be part of the pattern of giving the
attacks a religious tone.At Pahalgam
on April 22, Pakistani and Pakistan-
trained terrorists asked the tourists to
read kalma to identify the non-
Muslims, and shot them dead from
point-blank range in front of their
family members.The communal line
in the attack also comes after the dog-
whistling by General Asim Munir.
"Our forefathers believed that we were
different from Hindus in every
possible aspect of life. Our religion is
different. Our customs are different...
That was the foundation of the Two-
Nation Theory," said General Munir
on April 16.This was perceived as a
signal to the Pakistani terror assets,
according to reports.Pakistan has been
targeting gurdwaras, convents and
temples in India with drones and
missiles since Operation Sindoor.
While India targeted only terror camps,
Pakistan has tried to hit civilian and
military areas.

restraint from both India and Pakistan,”
the statement read.“Further military
escalation poses a serious threat to
regional stability. We are deeply
concerned for the safety of civilians on
both sides.”The statement added: “We
call for immediate de-escalation and
encourage both countries to engage in
direct dialogue towards a peaceful
outcome. We continue to monitor
events closely and express our support
for a swift and lasting diplomatic
resolution.”

Tensions between the two nuclear-armed
neighbours escalated sharply after the
Indian Army conducted precision
strikes on May 7, codenamed
‘Operation Sindoor’, targeting terror
launchpads in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK). The
operation was launched in retaliation
for the April 22 terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, which
claimed the lives of 26 people, most of
them tourists.

flights for illegal
migrants who self-
deport from US

world US President Donald Trump signed an executive
order on Friday establishing a new voluntary
deportation program that offers free flights to
undocumented migrants who choose to leave the US on
their own.

The proclamation, titled “Establishing Project
Homecoming,” was announced in a video message
posted by the official White House X account.

In a 90-second address, Trump detailed what he described
as “the first-ever self-deportation program for illegal
aliens.”Any illegal alien can simply show up at an
airport and receive a free flight out of our country,”
Trump said. “We have also launched a phone app called
CBP Home. That’s C-B-P-H-O-M-E, where illegals
can book a free flight to any foreign country. As long as
it’s not here, you can go anywhere you want.”

Trump also described what he called an “important exit
bonus” for illegals to “incentivize” their self-
deportation."This deportation bonus will save

American taxpayers billions and billions of dollars.
What Biden did to this country can never be explained,
will never, ever be accepted. Eventually, when the
illegals are gone, it will save us trillions of dollars.
However, if illegal aliens choose to remain in America,
they’re remaining illegally, and they will face severe
consequences," Trump said."Illegal aliens who stay in
America face punishments, including significant jail
time, enormous financial penalties, confiscation of all
property, garnishment of all wages, imprisonment and
incarceration, and sudden deportation. In a place and
manner solely of our discretion. So, to all illegal aliens,
book your free flight right now. We want you out of
America, but if you’re really good, we’re going to try

and help you get back in. Thank you," he added.

Pakistan shuts airspace amid escalation
after India's retaliatory attacks

delayed.Currently, no flights are operating

keeping its airspace open during the
initial offensive, accusing Islamabad of a
deliberate attempt to use civilian aircraft
as cover to deter an immediate
counterstrike.At a press briefing, Wing
Commander Vyomika Singh of the
Indian Air Force (IAF) said, “Pakistan
refrained from shutting down its civil
airspace despite carrying out an
unprovoked and unsuccessful drone and
missile attack on Indian cities. This
shows a clear and dangerous tactic of
using civilian airliners as shields, fully
aware that India’s air defense forces
would respond robustly.”Tensions
between the two nuclear-armed
neighbours soared after the Indian Army
on May 7 carried out precision strikes,
codenamed ‘Operation Sindoor’,
targeting terror launchpads in Pakistan

confirmed by the Pakistan Airports
Authority, comes amid heightened regional
tensions after Indian armed forces
launched retaliatory strikes on at least four
air bases in Pakistan in the early hours of

and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), in
retaliation for the April 22 terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, which
killed 26 people, mostly tourists.

as supplements, are more dangerous.

Patients are advised to consult their physician before
consuming supplements containing cinnamon or
similar products.

Airport has been disrupted after a recent
attack in Rawalpindi. Departures of both
national and private airline flights from
Islamabad Airport have been

within Islamabad’s airspace. Arrivals and
departures at Lahore and Sialkot airports
have also been affected.

On Friday, India criticised Pakistan for
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Ukraine's Kostyuk shakes
hands with Kasatkina, praises
ant1-war stance

New Delhi. Ukrainian tennis player Marta
Kostyuk shook hands with Daria Kasatkina
following her straight-sets victory over the
former Russian at the Italian Open on
Friday.Kostyuk, ranked 27th in the world,
defeated Kasatkina 6-4, 6-2 in the
tournament's second round. But it was the
handshake on the net - a gesture she has
consistently withheld from Russian and
Belarusian opponents since Russia's full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 - that
drew immediate attention.Kasatkina, now
competing under the Australian flag, is one
of'the few former Russian players who have
publicly condemned the war. She came out
as gay in 2022 and has not returned to
Russia since, citing the country's
increasingly repressive climate.Kostyuk
acknowledged the significance of
Kasatkina's stance in a message posted on
Instagram after the match.

"Since the beginning of the war, I've chosen
not to shake hands with Russian or
Belarusian players," she wrote. "But when
someone not only tells the truth - calling
Russia the aggressor - but also acts on it, that
deserves respect.""Daria Kasatkina has
clearly spoken out against the war and made
the decision to give up her Russian sports
citizenship. That takes courage - and I
acknowledge it," Kostyuk added. "I hope
this is not the final step, but part of a deeper
commitment. I stand with Ukraine. I stand

for truth, for dignity, and for those who
choose to speak and act - when staying quiet
would be easier."Kasatkina, currently
ranked 15th in the world, has been an
outspoken critic of Moscow's actions in
Ukraine, and her decision to switch
allegiances is seen as a rare and bold move
in the world of Russian sports, where
dissent is often met with severe
repercussions.

Confused Rishabh Pant has
forgotten his best game:
Sanjay Bangar

New Delhi. Lucknow Super Giants captain
Rishabh Pant has failed to have any impact
on the Indian Premier League so far. Having
scored just 128 runs after playing 129 balls in
9 matches, this turned out to be the batter's
worst outing in the competition.Pant's
struggles have had a direct result on LSG's
performance this season as they have failed
to win games where their top order has not
fired. Former India cricketer Sanjay Bangar
analysed the batter's technique in the
tournament and said that Pant was confused
and had forgotten his strengths."We have to
recognise that he's still yet to totally
understand the white-ball game - both
formats, 50-over cricket as well as T20
cricket. A fabulous Test match batter, make
no mistake about it, but here in this particular
season, what I noticed is that he got out a
number of times looking to play shots behind
the wicket," Bangar said on Star Sports on
Friday, May 9.The former India batting
coach argued that Pant was at his best when
he tried to hit down the wicket and then use
his shots behind square as a variation to
confuse the bowlers. Bangar based his

argument on the matches that Pant had done

well in Test cricket, against Australia and
England, both home and away.

"Now, you pull out the best innings of Rishabh
- where has he looked to score the runs?
Drives through covers, step down the track
and try to hit the sightscreen or go over
midwicket, square. But here he was trying to
play those reverse sweeps or shots that are
very fine. So as a batter, I think probably he
just got caught in that confusion and forgot
that his best game, or that he plays at his best,
is when he's looking to scre down the
ground," Bangar said."If you do look to score
down the ground a lot of times, then all those
other areas open up. But if you're only
looking to score behind.

IPL suspended for one week amid escalating
tensions between India and Pakistan

«Uncertainty loomed over the
tournament's future after
Thursday's Punjab Kings vs
Delhi Capitals match in
Dharamsala was halted
midway due to air raid alerts
in nearby Jummu and

Pathankot.
—

New Delhi. WITH tensions escalating
between India and Pakistan, the ongoing
edition of the Indian Premier League (IPL)
has ground to a halt, at least for the time
being. The BCCI made the decision public
after informing the franchises earlier on
Friday morning.

“The decision was taken by the IPL Governing
Council after due consultation with all key
stakeholders following the representations

sponsors and fans; while the BCCI reposes
full faith in the strength and preparedness of
our armed forces, the Board considered it
prudent to act in the collective interest of all
stakeholders,” the statement read.

from most of the franchisees, who conveyed This decision came less than 15 hours after the

the concern and sentiments of their players,
and also the views of the broadcaster,

match between Punjab Kings and Delhi
Captials in Dharamsala was called off

midway after a series off projectiles from
Pakistan and a subsequent blackout in
bordering states. The BCCI top brass met on
Friday morning and the final decision was
made.On Thursday night, Arun Dhumal, the
IPL Governing Council chair, had told this
daily that they are assessing the situation.
BCCl vice-president, Rajiv Shukla, had said:

Mohammed Afsal breaks 800m national
record in UAE Athle’ncs Grund Pr|x

New Delhi.

«India's Mohammed Afsal set a
new national record in the
men's 800m race at the UAE
Athletics Grand Prix 2025 in
Dubai, clocking 1:45.61.

Asian Games silver medallist
Mohammed Afsal on Friday broke the
seven-year-old 800m national record while
finishing second at the UAE Athletics Grand
Prix event in Dubai.The 29-year-old Afsal
clocked 1 minute and 45.61 seconds to erase
the earlier national record of 1:45.65s set by
Jinson Johnson in 2018.Afsal finished
behind Kenya's Nicholas Kiplagat, who
clocked 1:45.38s to win the race in the World
Athletics Continental Tour bronze-level
competition held at Dubai Police Stadium.

He, however, could not breach the 2025 World

Championships automatic qualification time
of 1.44.50s.Afsal won a silver in the 800m at
the 2023 Hangzhou Asian Games with a time
of 1:48.43s.

National record holder Animesh Kujur won

the 200m race in a time of 20.45 seconds. He
had clocked 20.40 seconds during the 2025
Federation Cup to break Amlan Borgohain's
previous national record of 20.52 created
three years ago.

India-Pakistan matches under spotlight

- After the terror strike in
Pahalgam last month and the
subsequent Operation Sindoor
launched by India against
Pakistan, questions now hover on

the scheduled matches hetween
India and Pakistan later this
year. What happens to those An

explainer...

New Delhi. Is there any threat for those
games?Officially, yes. But unofficially, a lot
of the murmurs. There was some sort of
reportage that the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) had written to the
ICC about asking the world body to keep the
two teams in separate groups. One ICC
insider has told this daily that there has been
no sort of communication to the ICC. India
coach, Gautam Gambhir, in his personal

capacity, has said India shouldn't play
Pakistan.Why do ICC insist on pairing
these two nations?This is where the cricket
body differs from say, FIFA. The latter
goes out of its way to ensure warring
nations don't face each other in the group
stages. But the ICC do the opposite. One of
the reasons why they do this is the money on
the table from a single India v. Pakistan
match. These two nations have faced other
in 11 back-to-back men's global events.
With cricket having a lot of TV audience
from this part of the world, it's
understandable that this one match

generates a lot of revenue in terms of
TV rights deal. Even if ICC sells
rights deal for the entire package and
not on a per match basis, broadcasters
pay top dollar because of the
guarantee of a single game inside that
package. The ICC could lose out on a
lot of revenue if that assumed
guarantee is removed.Is there
anyway of knowing the finances of a
single India v. Pakistan game?

It's very hard to put a number. For what
it's worth, it has been communicated
to this daily that the ICC have not
even privately put a number for this

game over the course of a rights circle. But

one insider broke it down like this.

"Hypothetically speaking, let's assume

every men's ICC event is worth 100 crore.

That one guaranteed game could be worth

Rs7.5-10 cr. Youremove that 7.5-10 cr from

every tournament and all teams will be

financially hit."Which teams will bear the
brunt?It will affect all teams on a pro rata
basis but the acual effect will be felt
inequally. For example, the loss of that
proportionate revenue will not affect BCCI,
Cricket Australia and the England an

"Today there were security concerns in
Jammu and Pathankot, which were close
to Dharamsala, that is why we called off
the match. Tomorrow we don't know
what will happen, based on that we will
take a decision. We are arranging a
special train tomorrow (Friday) for
everyone to leave safely.” With both
militaries actively engaging, Pakistan
have already moved their T20 league,
Pakistan Super League, to United Arab
Emirates (UAE). The BCCI, meanwhile,
has decided to suspend the tournament
for one week at the time being.
| On Friday, Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) were supposed to play in
Lucknow but as things stand, teams will
return to their respective bases until
further notice. Multiple reports indicate
that Cricket Australia have informed their
players to return home in the days to
come. Both CA and Cricket West Indies
have released statements regarding the
safety of their players and their well
being.As things stand there is no clarity on
what lies ahead for the IPL. One has to wait
and see how things proceed from here and
whether this has any impact on India’s
international schedule when they tour
Bangladesh in August and are expected to
play the Asia Cup In September.

India men's compound

team wins gold at Archery
World Cup Stage 2

New Delhi. India clinched a glorious feat at the

Archery World Cup Stage 2 in Shanghai,
with the compound men’s team leading the
charge in a memorable campaign that saw the
country return with three medals, including a
gold, on Saturday, May 10.

The men’s compound team—comprising

Abhishek Verma and Ojas Deotale, alongside
youngster Rishabh Yadav—delivered a
composed and clinical performance in the
final. They edged past Mexico 232-228 in a
thrilling encounter to claim the gold medal,
underscoring India’s dominance in the
compound discipline.It was an end-to-end
battle against a strong Mexican side, but the
Indian trio held their nerve with precise
shooting in the final ends to secure a historic
victory in Shanghai.In the women’s
compound team final, India’s trio of Jyothi
Surekha Vennam, Madhura
Dhamangaonkar, and Chikitha Taniparthi
put up a spirited fight but had to settle for
silver after a 221-234 loss to a superior
Mexican team that dominated the contest
from the outset.Meanwhile, the Indian
compound mixed team—featuring Abhishek
Verma and Madhura

Dhamangaonkar—bounced back strongly

after missing out on the final. They secured a
bronze medal by defeating Malaysia
convincingly in the third-place match,
adding yet another podium finish to India’s
growing archery credentials.These
consistent performances are only the latest
chapter in India’s rising archery narrative. At
Stage 1 of the Archery World Cup in the
USA, India had already bagged four medals,
including a silver in the men’s recurve team
event and a bronze by promising archer
Dhiraj Bommadevara in the individual
recurve category. With compound archery set
to make its Olympic debut in the mixed team
format at the 2028 Los Angeles Games,
India’s current trajectory offers genuine hope
of clinching its first-ever Olympic medal in
the sport.

BCCI, pleuse convince him to stay: Fans on
Vlru’r Kohli's Test retirement indication

New Delhi. In news that has left cricket fans

across the country shocked and emotional,
former India captain Virat Kohli has
reportedly informed the BCCI of his
intention to retire from Test cricket ahead of
the upcoming tour of England. Sources say
Kohli is unlikely to feature in the five-match
series starting June 20, as he considers
stepping away from the longest format.The
timing couldn’t be more dramatic. Just days
ago, Rohit Sharma announced his retirement
from Tests, closing a significant chapter in
Indian cricket. Both veterans had already
stepped down from T20 internationals after
India’s World Cup triumph in Barbados last
year, signalling a shift in their careers. Now,
with Kohli likely to follow Rohit, Indian
cricket faces a moment of transition few were
ready for.

A senior BCCI official has reportedly reached

out to Kohli, urging him to reconsider. The
selectors are due to meet soon to finalise the
squad for the England tour, which also marks

the start of a new World Test Championship
cycle. Losing Kohli at this juncture would be
a major blow.Kohli has had a tough run this
season. In the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
against Australia, he managed just 186 runs
in five Tests. He did score a century in the
opening match in Perth, but his form faded
after that. Still, his career numbers speak for
themselves—8,895 runs in 105 matches,
including 27 centuries. Even in a slump, he
remains one of India’s
greatest.Unsurprisingly, fans flooded social
media as the news broke. Many pleaded with
the BCCI to do everything possible to keep
Kohli in whites for a little longer.If Kohli
does walk away, India will face a tough
challenge. The middle order, already without
Rohit, will suddenly look far less
experienced. Players like KL Rahul,
Shubman Gill, and Yashasvi Jaiswal will
have to rise quickly to the occasion. But for
fans, it’s not just about runs or averages—it’s
about watching one of the game’s modern
greats bow out, and perhaps too soon.

—
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Ananya
. Panday

On Growth From Student Of The Year 2
To Kesari 2: Td Always Worry

scared anymore."

Reflecting on her role in Kesari
Chapter 2, Ananya shared that
portraying Dilreet Gill—a
young lawyer assisting C
Sankaran Nair in his legal
battle against the British
Empire after the Jallianwala
Bagh massacre—was a turning
point. “I had read about the
massacre in school, but the film
gave me a deeper, emotional
understanding of what
happened. Being part of that
story felt important."She found
personal resonance in the quiet
strength of her character.

Year 2. With each passing project, the actress has steadily grown—both in

terms of craft and confidence. Her most recent performance in Kesari Chapter
2 is being hailed as one of her most grounded roles yet, and in a new interview with
Mid Day, Panday revealed how her carly carcer was marked by overwhelming
anxiety and self-consciousness.“When 1 first started acting, I constantly felt like
everyone was watching and judging me," Ananya admitted. “I used to worry about
how I looked, what people were thinking, or how the final product would turn out.
That made it very hard to stay present in the moment.”

It wasn’t until she took on more
challenging and diverse
roles—like those in the web
series Call Me Bae and the
upcoming thriller CTRL—that
she began to fall in love with
the process of acting, rather
than just the end result. “With
these projects, I stopped
fixating on the camera and
started listening to my
instincts," she said. “I don’t feel

ﬁ nanya Panday is no longer the unsure debutante once seen in Student of the

“Dilreet doesn’t shout to be
heard, but she’s fierce in her own way." Ananya explained. “1 related to that. I may
come across as soft-spoken, but there’s a fire inside me too."

. lleana D'Cruz

Working alongside industry veterans like Akshay Kumar and R Madhavan was equally
transformative. “Just observing them taught me so much. It reminded me that growth
happens when you stop performing and start being."

Never Wants Her Kids To Feel They

'Must Earn' Her Love:

ctor Ileana D’Cruz has shared a heartfelt note
o on parenting, expressing how she wants to

raise her children with unconditional love. The
actor, who confirmed her second pregnancy earlier
this year in February, took to Instagram Stories to

respond to a fan’s comment on her earlier post about
love and parenting.In the fan’s message, they wrote,
“People, and especially kids, should be taught that
being cruel, wicked, unkind or selfish are not lovable
traits and you will not be loved and also should not
reward love to those. Love has to be earned just like
respect and happiness. And its not wrong to chase
love... We just have to teach kids not to chase people

Y

'It's Worst Feeling'

for their response to our positive qualities but merely
to nurture them so that people will turn to us on their

LE)

own.

Sharing the screenshot, Ileana responded with a deeply

personal message: “I will never want my children to
feel that they need to ‘earn’” my
love. That is by far the worst
- - feeling I have ever experienced.
- Feeling *not good enough’. |
want to raise happy, healthy, kind
children (I am sure all parents
do) and I will do my best to
ensure to know how loved they
are. These are, of course, my
views and opinions. You do
you."
lleana and her husband Michael
tied the knot in a private
ceremony in 2023. She first
surprised her fans in April last
year by announcing her
pregnancy with a picture of a
baby onesie and the caption,
“Coming soon. Can’t wait to
meet you, my little darling." The
couple welcomed their son in August, with Ileana
sharing the news: “No words could explain how
happy we are to welcome our darling boy to the
world. Heart’s beyond full."On the professional
front, Ileana was last seen in the romantic comedy Do
Aur Do Pyaar, directed by Shirsha Guha Thakurta.
The film also featured Vidya Balan, Pratik Gandhi,
and Sendhil Ramamurthy.

Happy Birthday Sai Pallavi:
Did You Know The South

0

he actress is known for portraying strong,

complicated characters with ease. Sai Pallavi

has received numerous accolades, including six
Filmfare Awards South and two SIIMA Awards.
Besides her acting, she also keeps winning fans’
attention with her ﬁancing skills and sartorial sense.
But do you know, the Fidaa star was initially a
medical student by profession? On her 33th
birthday, take a look at her educational qualification
as well as top movies, latest movies and upcoming
projects.

One of the most-loved actress, Sai Pallavi was born in
a Badaga family in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. After
receiving her initial education in Coimbatore, she

ursued medical studies at the Tbilisi State Medical

niversity in Georgia. However, destiny had some
other plans, and she has still not registered as a
medical practitioner.

It was in 2014 when film director Alphonse Puthren
approached her with the script for Premam, but she
initially declined the offer. Later, Puthren managed
to convince the actress, and she was roped in the role
of Malar in the film. This marked her debut in the
Malayalam film industry. She went on to win
several awards that year, and eventually signed
other projects.

Premam (2015):; Sai Pallavi became widely
recognised for her natural beauty and acting skills
right from her debut film, where she plays the role of
ateacher. This is also credited as the breakout film of
her career.

Kali (2016): The next year, Sai Pallavi was
approached to work in her second Malayalam
romantic drama. Her character, and her chemistry
with Dulquer Salmaan, etched a special place in the
hearts of her fans.

Fidaa (2017): Sai Pallavi played the role of
Bhanumathi, a doctor, opposite Varun Tej. She was
immensely praised for ﬁcr screen presence in the
Telugu romantic drama.

Athiran (2019): Directed by Vivek, this movie
features Sai Pallavi As Nithya Lakshmi, a mute girl.
It showcased the diva’s versatility and impeccable
expressions.

Love Story (2021): A Telugu drama-romance, written
and directed by Sekhar Kammula, stars Naga
Chaitanya and Sai Pallavi in lead roles. The film
revolves around a couple in an inter-caste
relationship.

Operation Sindoor: Palak Tiwari
'Happy’ India Is 'Fighting Back'
But Hopes For Peace

ollywood actors Akshay Kumar, Kareena

Kapoor Khan, Alia Bhatt and Katrina Kaif,

among many others, took to social media and
reacted to Operation Sindoor, India’s military
retaliation to the April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam
that claimed 28 lives. Many, in fact, lauded the two
senior women officers — Colonel Sophia Qureshi of
the Indian Army and Wing Commander Vyomika
Singh of the Indian Air Force — who shared key
operational details alongside Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri, marking a historic moment for
women in Indian military leadership.

Now, speaking exclusively to Newsl8 Showsha,
Palak Tiwari reacts to India’s strikes against
terrorism in the Pakistani-administered Kashmir.
While she feels that war is never the answer, she
praises the Indian government for taking a stand for
its civilians. “It’s really unfortunate and deeply,
deeply saddening that it ever had to come to this
because lives matter. But I understand that often in
situations like this, we’ve to do what we’ve to do.
With India’s political stance, we wouldn’t have
[attacked Pakistan] if we didn’t absolutely have to,"
she states.

Speaking to us during the promotions of her
upcoming release Romeo S3, Palak says that she
recognises the efforts of our armed forces and prays
for better times. “At the same time, it’s innocent
lives that are lost and that’s never right. As happy as
I’'m that our country is fighting back, it’s always
sad. I truly hope that it doesn’t escalate, for the
betterment of our country and for the sake of our
lives. Our soldiers are putting their entire lives at
risk to protect us. And [ wish for peace," she adds.

Following Operation Sindoor, on the night of May 7-
8, the Integrated Counter UAS Grid and Air
Defence systems neutralised Pakistani drones and
missiles that attempted to target northern and
western India. Reacting to it, Palak’s Romeo S3 co-
star Thakur Anoop Singh of TV shows Ramayan
and Mahabharat fame, says, “We're just reacting to
the action caused earlier.

We’ve put our faith in the government and they know
the best. We’ve no idea what the frontline officers at
the borders are dealing with. I completely give
credit to them."Praising PM Narendra Modi and his
measures to avenge the deaths of the tourists in
Pahalgam, he remarks, “India’s a country that
wouldn’t attack unless provoked. But how much
will you tolerate? You can’t come to our home and
damage everything.
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