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Touchstones: Hope,
pride and moving on

As T sit down to write this column, my mind is so
distracted by the continuous stream of reports,
opinions and predictions on the ongoing skirmish
between India and Pakistan that I am unable to
think clearly.There is no one who can defend the
attack on innocent tourists in Pahalgam on April
22, nor is it possible to remain calm and unmoved
by the manner in which the men of a certain
religion were singled out and shot dead in front of
their loved ones. The whole country is outraged
and as the bodies of those unfortunate victims
reached their native states and homes (virtually
every part of the country), the intensity of anger
and hatred went ballistic. Our media channels and
all the social media handles set up such a chorus
that it required immense self-control to be able to
plan the midnight attacks across the border
without harming civilian or military enclaves.
What is also evident is that, as Jaishankar said once,
the West thinks that its problems are the world’s
concern but that the world’s problems are of little
consequence to the West. The attack in Pahalgam
was no different from the one by Hamas on Israel’s
young people attending a rock concert. And yet,
none of those countries that supported Israel as it
launched a pogrom on Gaza and the poor civilians
of Palestine caught between this crossfire had a
word of solace to offer us. For days, the BBC
beamed pictures of the late Pope’s funeral and the
conclave that will elect the new Pope. A radio
silence on Pahalgam followed until it was shamed
into squeezing a perfunctory reference to the
conflict between India and Pakistan, almost as if
we are two nations hyphenated for life over
Kashmir. Donald Trump’s declaration that we
have been at war for decades, nay centuries, is too
stupid even by his own standards of idiocy to merit
a response.Let us face it, most of the world’s
problems today are a harvest that was seeded by
the colonial European powers decades, nay
centuries, ago (to misquote the great Trump).
South Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Latin America
— all the current hotspots of war and unrest are
paying the price for the loot and pillage of Britain,
France, Belgium and Portugal over the past two
centuries. However, they will face the
consequences of their own actions soon enough.
Britain is already under threat from its Muslim
immigrants and large parts of the country are under
the control of these aggressive groups. Whether
they like to admit it or not, matters are no better in
southern Europe and even the Scandinavian
countries. Truth be told, India is perhaps the only
country in the world where Muslims live in
relative harmony with the majority community.
So, somewhere in the past, we must have done
something good. Look at the way in which all of
Kashmir and most Muslim leaders across India
stood in solidarity after Pahalgam.

Letus now come to the dragon in the room — China.
This is a knotty problem and as the world’s two
oldest civilisations, our relationship is tricky. It is
not for me to predict the outcome of this
confrontation but all I can say is that China will
always look out for itself. Its interest in political
alignments is directly related to securing its own
position in the world. Pakistan, Myanmar,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka — all these countries have
had a taste of China’s so-called aid and paid a bitter
price for it.So where does this leave us? We have to
trust the wisdom of our own historical thinking
and the discipline of our armed forces in playing
fair. So far, neither our political leaders nor our
armed forces have let us down. Let us hope they
will keep the Indian flag flying proudly. As a wag
said, our politicians divide us while the terrorists
unite us. There is a grain of truth there, for, even the
hardliners of other political and religious groups
have stood together with the rest of the country. In
this lies our hope and pride.Finally, a word on the
water wars. It is shameful that we have to fight
over releasing water between two states in India
and that the courts have to step in to ensure a fair
distribution. The story is no different in the Kaveri
basin and elsewhere. The five rivers of Punjab give
it its very name (Punj-Ab) so to deny the benefits
of its distribution is unacceptable. Choking a
country of water means punishing the people, not
the rival state. I wish we had more compassion for
the human suffering that is bound to follow.

O India has avenged Daniel Pear!’s killing in Bahawalpur

Without fear, without hatred

The people of Pakistan have been herded and reduced to become that ‘second nation’

Every few days, the WhatsApp group of our RWA in

New Delhi is host to a slanging match between the pro-
stray dog faction (a minority), and the anti-stray dog
faction (almost everyone else). A normal exchange
runs something like this: ‘The stray dog that you feed,
bit my child. If you feed them, you’d better take
responsibility for them.” I have nothing to do with this.
I only give food. One must help these animals.’ ‘In that
case, you are responsible to make sure they don’t
bite.”*It is an animal, how can I take responsibility?
And I don’t like your tone.’These acerbic comments
help gear up the residents for the rest of the day. When
the big boss of the RWA sees the messages, he requests
all and sundry to ‘kindly refrain from using
inappropriate language’ and then, dutifully, deletes all
messages. Till the next time.

On the subject of dogs and in another town, a good friend

of mine has a Yorkshire terrier. He adores the dog and
the dog adores him. Another friend refers to the dog as
his four-legged son. We all accept and respect this
great bond between master and pet. Or to use ‘woke’
terminology, between human-parent and non-human
offspring. Those perimeters of genetics and
provenance established, one must point out that the
terrier is tiny. Despite its small size, the breed is known
for its carriage and exaggerated sense of self-
importance. Left on his own, that ‘Yorkie’ would have
no standing in the dog-eat-dog structure of the wider
canine society. But his bark, all sharp ‘yip-yips’, is
expected to strike terror. As he can’t reach higher, he
sends his little teeth to nip and bite around the ankles.
When both dog and parent/master step out for a walk,
their presence can be heard from a distance. The little
chap cannot stand the presence of bigger dogs —
especially the ones that move with an air of
nonchalance and are dismissive of the little ones of
their species. The moment the Yorkie sights another
dog, he goes into a spin and barks his little head off. He
strains at his leash. He takes unnecessary ‘pangas’, as
one could say. He wants to get into a fight to establish
his own worth. He is aware that he can’t win on his
own, but knows that someone will come to his rescue.
If not, he will just back off. There are, of course, times
when both pet and master have to be kept in check as
both can go on arant. One yips, the other yells.

This, as you would have guessed, is not about dogs and

masters, fictitious or real. It is about humans, countries
and belief systems that could have learnt better from

THE Indian Premier League (IPL), the biggest cash cow

in world cricket, has finally been suspended amid an
escalation in India-Pakistan hostilities. The decision
was taken hours after Thursday’s match in Dharamsala
was called off midway following air raid alerts in
neighbouring cities of Jammu and Pathankot. It’s
unpardonable that the match was allowed to begin in
the first place, considering the increasingly volatile
situation after the launch of Operation Sindoor. The
security of everyone who was present there — players,
officials, spectators, etc — was brazenly compromised.
It was a huge lapse for which the IPL organisers and the
local administration owe an explanation. A floodlit
stadium with thousands inside could have been an ideal
target for Pakistani drones; it’s hard to imagine the
scale of the tragedy that could have happened.
Moreover, the evacuation led to chaos outside the
stadium, with blinding car lights making a mockery of
the blackout.War clouds were looming large after the
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the canine world. They’ve not understood or bothered
about the wonderful qualities that man’s best friend
has. You just have to take a look at our neighbour,
General Rant-About. He tried to establish himself as
top-dog. Never mind that he hasn’t. But, he was
absolutely right on one thing when he raked up the
specious ‘two-nation theory’. At the time when Jinnah
propounded this, it had no validity. Today it does. Over
the years, the army, the ISI and Pakistan’s politicians
have conducted a successful heist on their own people.
The result is that Pakistan’s ordinary citizen has been
reduced to a dull, grey-brown life with a hatred for
India as his primary sustenance. The people of
Pakistan have been herded and reduced to become that
‘second nation’.While I may not agree with some of
what he had to say, I have great admiration for the
journalist and author, the late Christopher Hitchens.
He was ruthlessly honest. He demolished shibboleths
and myths with scathing wit and by the sheer power of

IPL suspended at last

(Organisers at fault for delaying the decision

April 22 Pahalgam terror attack, but it remained
business as usual in the IPL, which is organised by the
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) — one of
the richest sports boards in the world. Matches

his formidable intellect.

Former British Prime
Minister Tony Blair said of him: “He was fearless in

the pursuit of truth and any cause in which he believed.
And there was no belief he held that he did not

advocate with passion, commitment and brilliance.”

With Mr Hitchens’ assistance, let us, for a moment, also

summon the feline world. In his bestseller, ‘The

Portable Atheist: Essential Readings for the
Nonbeliever’, he wrote: “Owners of dogs will have
noticed that, if you provide them with food and water

and shelter and affection, they will think you are god.

Whereas owners of cats are compelled to realise that, if
you provide them with food and water and shelter and

affection, they draw the conclusion that they are gods.”

Barbarism has been cultivated by Pakistan, and it has

sprouted terrorism. As a nation with every right to

protect itself and its people, we have to do whatever we
have to do. Let it be done: ‘Nirbhau, Nirvair’. Without

fear, without hatred.

continued to be held with trademark fanfare in
packed stadiums, disregarding not only the pan-
India anger and grief over the massacre but also
the border tensions that were worsening by the
day.Unfortunately, this is not the first time that
the BCCI has allowed commercial interests to
override safety concerns for as long as possible.
In 2021, IPL matches continued for four weeks
even as cases of Covid-19 infections and deaths
rose alarmingly across the country in April. It was
decided to postpone the tournament only in the
first week of May after several players and
support staff tested positive for coronavirus.
Sport is one of the most popular modes of
entertainment in India and abroad, but it is
insensitive and criminally negligent to organise
matches when an armed conflict or a pandemic is
raging. Accountability should be fixed in order to
prevent arepeat of such recklessness.

India’s deepest strike inside Pakistan was at a terror factory in Bahawalpur. Daniel Pearl exposed it as such 23 years ago.
The killing of Abdul Rauf Azhar there brings some justice in the story that led to the reporter’s grisly murder.

I still remember the chill I felt when I first heard of

Bahawalpur to investigate the militant groups that

Hashim Qadeer, who arranged the meeting with What India did this week was not only a military

Bahawalpur. It was late January 2002. My dear
friend and colleague, Wall Street Journal reporter
Daniel Pearl, had just left a home I had rented on
Zamzama Street in Karachi for an interview from
which he never returned. We soon learned terrorists
in Pakistan had kidnapped Danny. As we tried to
trace Danny’s steps, one name kept surfacing: the
dusty city of Bahawalpur.In the days that followed,
we learned terrorists had murdered Danny, brutally
beheading him and cutting him into pieces. Twenty-
three years have passed, but the chain of events that
led to Danny’s murder continues to haunt us—and it
runs straight through Bahawalpur.This week,
India’s Operation Sindoor launched an airstrike on
Bahawalpur and other terrorist targets, killing
terrorist chief Abdul Rauf Azhar. To be clear, Abdul
Rauf did not kidnap or murder Danny. But in 1999,
he masterminded the hijacking of Indian Airlines
flight 814, which forced India to release three
terrorists - including his brother, Masood Azhar,
and a British Pakistani, Omar Sheikh, who would
go on to lure Danny into captivity. Another brother,
Ibrahim Azhar, was a hijacker on Flight 814.

Abdul Rauf opened the prison door that allowed a
kidnapper to walk free. His killing is a reminder that
those who enable terror must answer for their
actions.Bahawalpur, where Abdul Rauf enjoyed a
safe haven, is more than just a city. Since the 1990s,
it has been a hub for a state-sponsored terrorism
industry that has enabled global violence—killing
innocents in India, Pakistan and around the world.
It’s where the story of Danny’s murder began.

In late December 2001, Danny travelled to

Pakistan’s leaders claimed to be cracking down on.
What he found was the opposite: active recruitment,
open bank accounts soliciting jihadist donations,
and posters glorifying holy war still plastered on
office walls. On recruitment day, he walked into the
offices of Jaish-e-Mohammed, the very group
founded by Abdul Rauf’s brother, Masood Azhar,
after being released. On January 2, 2002, Danny
published a prescient article from Bahawalpur. His
headline could just as easily be written today:
‘Militant groups in Pakistan thrive despite
crackdown’.Danny discovered the truth: the
crackdown was a lie. “A nearby Jaish-e-
Mohammed regional centre was still operating
Thursday, its traditional recruiting day,” Danny
wrote. “The group’s name had been painted over,
but the posters praising holy war were still hung
inside.” A Jaish official, he reported, was “waiting
for people to show up to register for jihad”.

Danny was no cowboy. His trip was calculated and

low-risk—at the time, no foreign journalist had ever
been kidnapped in Pakistan. In an email, Danny told
me: “I’m anxious to go to Afghanistan, but I’'m not
anxious to die.” He shared the article with his
mother, worried about her son’s safety like any
parent would be, and added this warning: “Don’t
freak out too much about my story in today’s paper.”

What he wrote from Bahawalpur was prophetic—the

militant infrastructure was alive, well-funded and
protected by the state. He warned the world of
Pakistan’s terrorism industry. And then it destroyed
him.Two of the men involved in Danny’s
kidnapping were also from Bahawalpur. Arif, or

Omar Sheikh that set Danny up for abduction, and
Salman Saqib, who picked up photos of Danny in
captivity in chains with a gun to his head. These
were not abstract extremists. They were foot

soldiers raised in the very soil where India struck
this week.I’ve lived this story as a friend and a
colleague, studying every step of Danny—and the
militants. And it’s clear: Bahawalpur was not a
backdrop. It was a base.The killing of Abdul Rauf
does not bring Danny back. It does deliver some
justice. And it brings the world a step closer to
recognising the deadly consequences of appeasing
extremism. Pakistan’s military and intelligence
establishment have long used men like Abdul Rauf,
Masood Azhar and Omar Sheikh as strategic assets
against India—only to see them bring ruin to
Pakistan itself: to schoolchildren, civil society
leaders and journalists.

action. It was a strike on impunity. It was a historical
reckoning. Bahawalpur is a symbol of the terror
infrastructure that the Pakistani state has harboured,
protected and exported.I still remember the chill I
felt when I first heard of Bahawalpur. It was late
January 2002. My dear friend and colleague, Wall
Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl, had just left a
home I had rented on Zamzama Street in Karachi
for an interview from which he never returned. We
soon learned terrorists in Pakistan had kidnapped
Danny. As we tried to trace Danny’s steps, one name
kept surfacing: the dusty city of Bahawalpur.

In the days that followed, we learned terrorists had
murdered Danny, brutally beheading him and
cutting him into pieces. Twenty-three years have
passed, but the chain of events that led to Danny’s
murder continues to haunt us—and it runs straight
through Bahawalpur.This week, India’s Operation
Sindoor launched an airstrike on Bahawalpur and
other terrorist targets, killing terrorist chief Abdul
Rauf Azhar. To be clear, Abdul Rauf did not kidnap
or murder Danny. But in 1999, he masterminded the
hijacking of Indian Airlines flight 814, which
forced India to release three terrorists - including his
brother, Masood Azhar, and a British Pakistani,
Omar Sheikh, who would go on to lure Danny into
captivity. Another brother, Ibrahim Azhar, was a
hijacker on Flight 814.bdul Rauf opened the prison
door that allowed a kidnapper to walk free. His
killing is a reminder that those who enable terror
must answer for their actions.Bahawalpur, where
Abdul Raufenjoyed a safe haven, is more than just a
city.
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EPFO services simplified:
Now check your PF balance
with just a call or SMS

New Delhi. If you are a member of the Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF), you no longer need to visit the
office or log in online every time you want to check
your account details. The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) now offers simple
services that let you check your provident fund
balance through a missed call or a quick SMS. These
services are free, easy to use, and work even if you
don’thave a smartphone or internet access.

Before you use these services, make sure your
Universal Account Number (UAN) is active and
linked to at least one of these: your bank account,
Aadhaar number or PAN. Also, your mobile number
must be registered with your UAN on the EPFO
portal. Once that’s done, you’re all set.

EPFO MISSED CALLSERVICE

To use the missed call service, just give a missed call to
9966044425 from your registered mobile number.
The call will disconnect automatically after two
rings, and you won’t be charged anything. After that,
you’ll receive a text message with details of your last
EPF contribution and your current PF balance.The
above service is available 24 by 7 and is completely
free.

EPFO SMS SERVICE

If you prefer to use the SMS service, you can send a
text message from your registered mobile number to
7738299899. Type “EPFOHO UAN” and send it to
the number. You’ll receive a reply with your PF
balance and last contribution details.

WANT EFP DETAILS IN REGIONAL
LANGUAGE?This SMS service supports multiple
Indian languages. If you want to get the message in
your regional language, just add the first three letters
of that language after “UAN” in the SMS.

For example, if you want the information in Telugu,
type “EPFOHO UAN TEL” and send it to
7738299899. You can get the SMS in languages such
as Hindi, Punjabi, Gujarati, Marathi, Kannada,
Tamil, Malayalam, Bengali and more. But
remember, the SMS must be sent from the mobile
number that’s linked with your UAN.

Trump moves to cut drug
prices, shaking up Indian
pharma exports

New Delhi. India’s $7 billion pharma exports to the
US may face a major setback as President Donald
Trump is set to sign an executive order aimed at
slashing prescription drug prices in the United States
by up to 80%.In a post on the social media platform
Truth Social, Trump said: “For many years, the
world has wondered why prescription drugs and
pharmaceuticals in the United States of America
were so much higher in price than they were in many
other nations...”While Trump said there are no
correct or rightful answers to this question, he
promised that prescription drug and pharmaceutical
prices would be reduced by 30% to 80%. “They will
rise throughout the world in order to equalize and,
for the first time in many years, bring fairness to
America. I will be instituting a Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) policy whereby the United States will
pay the same price as the nation that pays the lowest
price anywhere in the world,” he said.

Experts believe this move could prompt a global
realignment of drug pricing, as major
pharmaceutical companies come under pressure to
compensate for reduced margins in the U.S. by
pushing for higher prices in traditionally low-cost
markets such as India. This may be done through
renewed demands for stricter patent regimes in trade
negotiations.India has long resisted adopting
additional patent protections often advocated by
developed nations in Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs). These measures include data exclusivity,
automatic patent term extensions, patent linkage,
and broader patentability rules that support
evergreening practices.But things may change now.
“Trump’s MFN pricing policy should be a wake-up
call. As pharmaceutical companies face tighter price
controls in the West, they will redouble their efforts
to raise prices in markets like India. The
battleground is no longer just legal—it has moved to
trade negotiations. India must respond with strategic
clarity and unyielding resolve,” says Ajay
Srivastava, Founder of the Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI), an international trade think tank.

Trump’s announcement resulted in Indian pharma
stocks taking a beating on Monday. Most pharma
manufacturers’ shares fell by over 1% by Monday
noon, with Sun Pharma shares declining by almost
3%.

Gold And Silver Prices :
Check Rates In Major Cities

Including Mumbai, Delhi,
And Chennai

New Delhi. Gold and silver prices fell sharply on
Monday as global investors moved away from safe-
haven assets. Positive signals from US-China trade
talks and a stronger U.S. dollar dampened demand
for precious metals. On the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX), gold futures for June dropped
2.25 per cent (Rs 2,169) to Rs 95,500 per 10 grams,
while silver futures for May slipped 0.6 per cent (Rs
585) to Rs 96,221 per kg.Gold and silver prices
dropped on Monday as investors to riskier assets
amid improving global sentiment. The optimism
around US-China trade talks and a strong U.S dollar
pulled down demand for precious metals. This
caused a sharp fall in their prices on the Multi
Commodity Exchange (MCX).Gold prices slipped
as renewed optimism around global trade pushed
investors away from safe-haven assets. In early
Asian trade, spot gold fell 1.4 per cent to 3,277.68
dollars an ounce, while U.S. gold futures dropped
1.9 per cent to 3,281.40 dollars. The decline comes
after reports that U.S. and Chinese negotiators
reached a “key consensus” during weekend talks in
Switzerland, with a joint statement expected from
Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng later on Monday.

Will India's trade with Turkey, Azerbaijan
suffer amid tensions with Pakistan

Over the years, the trade hetween

India and Azerbaijan has grown
significantly, jumping from $50

million in 2005 to $1.435 billion in

2023. Further, India imported
goods worth $1.235 billion and
exported products worth $201

million to Azerbaijan, according to

the official data.

LS
New Delhi. India shares a strong business

relationship with both Turkiye and
Azerbaijan, with trade ties worth over
$12 billion. While travel from India to
these countries has grown in recent years,
the current border tension between India
and Pakistan could affect Indian tourists
heading there. Both Turkiye and

Azerbaijan have shown support for
Pakistan, prompting some travel
platforms to advise Indians to avoid
non-essential visits.But it’s not just
about holidays. These two countries
are also important trade partners for
India. Let’s have a closer look at how
India’s ties with them go beyond
tourism.
AZERBAIJAN: OIL, TRADE AND
RISING VISITORS
Azerbaijan has become a key oil
supplier to India. In 2023, India was
the third-biggest buyer of crude oil
from Azerbaijan, purchasing crude oil
worth $1.227 billion, as per data from
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).Over the years, the trade
between the two nations has grown
significantly, jumping from $50 million
in2005 to $1.435 billion in 2023. Further,
India imported goods worth $1.235
billion and exported products worth $201

big jump in Indian visitors. In 2023,
Azerbaijan welcomed 1.17 lakh Indian
visitors in 2023, nearly double the 60,731
arrivals in 2022. This number rose further
to 2.43 lakh in 2024. There are now 10

direct weekly flights from Delhi to Baku,
seven by IndiGo and three by Azerbaijan
Airlines. India ranks as the fourth-largest
tourist source for Azerbaijan, after

Meanwhile, India’s trade with Turkiye has

seen steady growth in recent years. In
2022-23, the total trade between the two
countries crossed $13.8 billion. In FY
2023-24, trade stood at $10.43 billion,
with India exporting goods worth
$6.65 billion and importing $3.78
billion.Turkiye has also invested in
India, with total FDI at $227.5
million from April 2000 to
December 2023. Meanwhile, Indian
companies have invested around
$200 million in Turkiye between
August 2000 and March 2024.
TRAVEL CONCERNS AMID
RISINGTENSIONS
Turkiye and Azerbaijan have both
become popular travel spots for
Indians. Turkiye welcomed 3.3 lakh
Indian tourists last year, a rise of 20.7%
compared to 2022However, with current
tensions on the India-Pakistan border and
both countries backing Pakistan, many

million to Azerbaijan, according to the

official data.

On the tourism front, Azerbaijan has seen a

Russia, Turkiye, and Iran.
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Pakistan's stock exchange halts
trading for an hour. Here's why

New Delhi. In a dramatic start to the
week, Pakistan's stock exchange was
forced to halt trading for an hour after
its benchmark KSE-100 index
jumped 8.84% in early trade, '
triggering regulatory circuit |
breakers.The surge was driven
by easing geopolitical tensions
following four days of heavy
cross-border shelling, which
ended with a surprise ceasefire
agreement over the weekend.

According to a notification from
the Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX), all equity and equity-
based markets were temporarily
suspended after the KSE-30
index rose more than 5% from
the previous session's close —
the threshold for a market halt under
PSX rules.Investor optimism wasn’t
confined to Karachi. Dalal Street saw a
similar wave of relief as Indian
benchmarks rallied nearly 3% in early
trade. The BSE Sensex was up
2298.41 points to 81,752.88 at 11:51
am, while the NSE Nifty50 jumped
714 points to 24,721.30.

The rally across both countries

highlights how sensitive markets are
to geopolitical shifts, particularly in
regions with historical volatility. The
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Pakistan Stock Exchange

India-Pakistan ceasefire, coming after
days of missile and drone strikes,
injected a dose of calm into markets
that had braced for a more prolonged
standoff.Back in India, heavyweight
gainers such as Adani Ports, Infosys,
Axis Bank, HDFC Bank, and Reliance
surged around 4%, pushing up the total
market capitalisation of BSE-listed
companies by over Rs 11 lakh crore.
Broader market indices followed suit,

reflecting widespread buying.
Kranthi Bathini, Director — Equity
Strategy at WealthMills Securities,
said the Indian market rally
‘ was backed not only by the
ceasefire but also by
improving global cues. “The
de-escalation between India
and Pakistan has lifted
investor sentiment, and the
positive progress on US-
China trade relations is
adding to the momentum,”

he said.

Bathini added that the India
VIX had cooled below 20,
signalling reduced volatility,
while solid earnings with no
major negative surprises
have helped sustain the uptrend.

With the ceasefire acting as a short-term
tailwind, both Indian and Pakistani
markets appear to be pricing in a
period of relative calm. However,
analysts caution that sustained gains
will hinge on broader fundamentals —
including upcoming economic data,
Q4 carnings, and how long the
diplomatic dtente lasts.

Indusind Bank faces tough questions from
auditors over possible fraud: Report

New Delhi. Indusind Bank is facing
serious questions from its auditors
about a possible case of financial
wrongdoing linked to its accounting of
foreign currency derivative
trades.Auditors are asking the bank to
clearly say whether the issue is an
error, a technical mismatch, or an
actual fraud, reported The Economic
Times.So far, Indusind Bank has
described the issue as a ‘discrepancy’.
This is the term it has used in its stock
exchange notices and in talks with
analysts and credit rating
firms.However, with the accounting
problems now under review by
auditors, the bank’s management will
need to be more clear and specific in its
explanation.AUDITORS SEEK

CLEARANSWERS

As per the report, the issue has reached a
point where the bank’s board of
directors, led by chairman Sunil
Mehta, and the audit committee,
headed by Bhavna Doshi, must decide
how to define the problem.

Under Indian law, if auditors believe that
a fraud involving more than Rs 1 crore
has taken place, they are required to
report it to the government. If it is
under Rs 1 crore, they must inform the
bank’s board or audit committee.

In this case, the accounting issue may
result in losses of nearly Rs 2,000
crore. If the bank officially calls it
fraud, the auditors will have to report it
to the Ministry of Corporate Affairs.
The bank is expected to make its

position clear soon, as its annual
financial statements are due, and they
will reflect the full impact of the losses
related to foreign exchange derivatives
and its microfinance business.

WHAT CAUSED THE ISSUE?

According to the report, the problem
began from different accounting
methods used for two connected
transactions. On one side, the bank
raised deposits in dollars and yen
through internal deals between
departments. On the other side, its
treasury carried out forex derivative
trades in the inter-bank market with
other banks.One part of these
transactions used accrual accounting,
where profits or losses are recorded as
they happen over time.

TURKIYE: A BIGGER TRADE

Indian travel platforms have started
issuing warnings. Some have even
stopped taking new bookings for now.

Eternal, Adani Ports, Infosys:
Top stocks as Sensex jumps
over 2,000 points

New Delhi. Several heavyweight stocks gained
sharply during Monday’s trading session as Dalal
Street’s main indices rose nearly 3% each, buoyed
by a wave of optimism following the ceasefire
between India and Pakistan.Eternal (Zomato) led
the gains, surging nearly 5% to become the top
performer on the 30-share BSE Sensex. Other
major gainers included Adani Ports, NTPC and
HCLTech, all trading up more than 4%.Key index
movers like Infosys, Axis Bank, HDFC Bank,
Bajaj Finance, ICICI Bank, Bajaj Finserv and
Reliance also posted strong gains of over 3%,
driving the broader market rally and adding
significantly to the total market capitalisation of
BSE-listed firms.The BSE Sensex was up
2336.20 points to 81,790.67 around 11:30 am,
while the NSE Nifty50 was trading 730.05 points
higher at 24,738.05. Broader market indices were
in the green as well, with small-cap and mid-cap
segments echoing the upbeat sentiment.

The market rebound was largely driven by the de-
escalation of tensions after both India and

Pakistan agreed to a ceasefire over the weekend.

The temporary calm across the border soothed
geopolitical nerves and re-energised risk appetite
among foreign and domestic investors alike.

Adding to the positive momentum was the
improved global backdrop. Reports of progress in
US—China trade negotiations and the recent
sovereign credit rating upgrade for India by
Morningstar DBRS to ‘BBB (Stable)’ further
boosted investor sentiment.

Analysts say the market is reacting to a confluence
of supportive cues: geopolitical relief, global
tailwinds, and strong domestic fundamentals.

With foreign institutional investors returning to the
buying table and key technical levels being
breached, several large-cap and sectoral stocks
could continue to see bullish traction in the near
term.

Asian shares advance as details awaited
on progress in China-US trade talks

Chinese Vice Premier He
Lifeng said both sides had
agreed to "establishing a
consultation mechanism"
for further discussions on
trade and economic issues.

HONG KONG. Asian shares advanced

Monday after two days of trade talks
between China and the US made what the
US side said was " substantial progress."

US futures and oil prices advanced.
Officials said a joint statement would be

issued later Monday following the trade
talks in Geneva over the weekend.
Investors are also watching for
developments in other flashpoints
including clashes between India and
Pakistan, the war in Ukraine and conflict
in the Middle East.India's Sensex jumped
about 2.5% after it and Pakistan agreed to
a truce after talks to defuse their most
serious military confrontation in decades.
The two armies have exchanged gunfire,

artillery strikes, missiles and drones that
killed dozens of people.In Hong Kong,
the Hang Seng gave up early gains to
trade up 0.6% at 23,009.64, while the
Shanghai Composite Index picked up
0.4% to 3,355.54.Chinese EV battery
maker CATL, or Contemporary Amperex
Technology Co., Ltd., said in a
prospectus filed with the Hong Kong
Stock Exchange that it plans to raise
nearly $4 billion in a share listing.US
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said
there was "substantial progress" in the
weekend trade talks but offered scant
information on exactly what the
negotiations entailed.Separarely,
Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng said
both sides had agreed to "establishing a
consultation mechanism" for further
discussions on trade and economic
issues.Elsewhere in Asia, Japan's Nikkei
225 added less than 0.1% to 37,519.80,
while the Kospi in Seoul gained 0.5% to
2589.30.Australia's S&P/ASX 200
climbed 0.2% to 8,249.70.

Taiwan's Taiex gained 0.9%.
On Friday, US stocks drifted, with the S&P

500 edging 0.1% lower to 5,659.91. It
finished the week with a modest dip of
0.5%. It was the first week in seven where
the index at the heart of many 401(k)

accounts moved by less than 1.5%, after
careening on fears about President
Donald Trump's trade war and hopes that
he'll relent on some of his tariffs.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average dipped

0.3% to 41,249.38, while the Nasdaq
composite edged up by less than 0.1% to
17,928.92. Apart from trade talks and

other geopolitical factors, the flow of
earnings reports for the start of the year
from companies is slowing but still
moving markets.Expedia sank 7.3% even
though the travel website reported a
stronger profit for the latest quarter than
analysts expected.The owner of Vrbo and
Hotels.com said demand was weaker
than it expected during the quarter, and it
highlighted softer-than-expected
demand in the United States, as well as a

nearly 30% decline in bookings from
Canada to its southern neighbor.

Other travel-related companies, including

Hilton and Airbnb, have reported a
similar softening in travel demand to the
U.S. intheir recent earnings reports.

Fast-casual restaurant chain Sweetgreen

wilted by 16.2% after the salad seller
reported a slightly larger loss for the
latest quarter than analysts expected.

| They offset a 28.1% rally for Lyft, which

delivered a stronger profit for the latest
quarter than analysts expected. The
company said it reached the highest
weekly ridership levels in its history
during the last week of March.Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing, the chip
giant known as TSMC, offered an
encouraging report, saying its revenue in
April leaped 48.1% from a year earlier.
That sent its stock that trades in the
United States up 0.7%.Insulet jumped
20.9% for the biggest gain in the S&P 500
after the medical device company
reported stronger results for the latest
quarter than analysts expected.

In other dealings early Monday, US

benchmark crude oil gained 38 cents to
$61.40 per barrel.Brent crude, the
international standard, added 34 cents to
$64.25 per barrel.
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Proud of you: Support pours in for

Vikram Misri after

Soon after Vikram Misri
-- who had led the |
press briefing
throughout Operation
Sindoor -- was
subjected to infense
online trolling following
New Delhi's de-
escalation agreement
with Islamabad on
Saturday, several
senior diplomats and
politicians came out in
his defence.

Two people killed as birthday
party brawl turns fatal in Tamil

Nadu

New Delhi. Two men were killed in Tamil Nadu following

New Delhi. Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
faced online abuse, with many targeting his
family -- including his daughters -- following
New Delhi's de-escalation agreement with
Islamabad on Saturday. Soon after Misri --
who had led the press briefing throughout
Operation Sindoor -- was subjected to
intense online trolling, several senior
diplomats and politicians came out in his
defence.

Strongly condemning the online attack, All
India Majlis-e-Ittechadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin Owaisi said an
"honest, hard-working" officer like Misri
shouldn't be attacked for merely relaying a
decision taken by the Centre.

"Mr Vikram Misri is a decent, honest, hard-
working diplomat working tirelessly for our
nation. Our civil servants work under the
executive this must be remembered & they
shouldn’t be blamed for the decisions taken by
the executive or any political leadership
running Watan E Aziz," he posted on X.

On the other hand, Samajwadi Party chief

Akhilesh Yadav blamed the Centre for not

trolls target his family

defending Misri's honour, clarifying that he was
just the messenger. "It is the government’s
responsibility to make decisions - not
individual officers," he wrote on X. "Some anti-

N2

social criminal elements are openly crossing all
limits of abusive language against the officer
and his family, but neither the BJP government
nor any of its ministers are coming forward to
protect his honour and respect or discussing
possible action against those who make such
unwanted posts," Yadav further wrote. Former
foreign secretary Nirupama Menon Rao called
the online abuses "utterly shameful," saying it

had turned into a ghost town recently
after it bore the brunt of intense
shelling and violations. This comes
after no ceasefire violations were

"crosses every line of decency."

"It's utterly shameful to troll Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri and his family over the India-
Pakistan ceasefire announcement. A dedicated
diplomat, Misri has served India with
professionalism and resolve, and there is
no ground whatsoever for his vilification,

"Doxxing his daughter and abusing his
loved ones crosses every line of decency.
This toxic hate must stop—stand united
behind our diplomats, not tear them
down," she posted on X. After US
President Donald Trump, in a surprise
social media post, announced "full and
immediate ceasefire" between India and
Pakistan on Saturday, Misri, in a press
briefing on Saturday evening, said that the

Director General of Military Operations

(DGMO) of both the sides agreed to reach an

understanding to stop all military actions on

land, air and sea with immediate effect.

Following his announcement, abusive words

such as "traitor," "gaddar," and "deshdrohi"

were hurled towards him, with some posts even
questioning the citizenship of his daughters.

' No shelling, no firing: First calm night
along LoC in 19 days, says Army

After India and Pakistan agreed to a
ceasefire on Saturday evening, the
intervening night of Sunday and
Monday remained largely peaceful

parts of Jammu. With the situation now
improving, people are hoping to return
to their homes in Poonch soon.

Many visuals from Srinagar, Pathankot,

a violent brawl during a birthday celebration on
Saturday. The two men, Vimal and Jagan, were
reportedly friends with multiple pending criminal cases
against them at various police stations. The tragic
incident unfolded when Vimal and Jagan, both
intoxicated, attended the birthday party. A heated
argument during the party escalated into a physical
altercation, with the two men reportedly attacking each
other.

The fight ended with Vimal losing his life on the spot,
while Jagan, severely injured, was rushed to a nearby
hospital by locals. Unfortunately, he succumbed to his
injuries shortly after arriving. The Maraimalai Nagar
Police have launched an investigation into the incident.
Authorities are currently on the lookout for three
suspects who fled the scene following the altercation.

Further investigations are ongoing.

13 killed, several injured as
truck rams trailer in
Chhattisgarh

New Delhi. At least 13 people lost their lives in a road
accident, including nine women, two girls, one boy,
and a six-month-old infant, after a truck collided with
atrailerin Chhattisgarh.

11 people also sustained injuries in the crash, as reported
by the news agency . After the accident, emergency
services rushed the injured to the Kharsora
Community Health Centre and Raipur Medical
College forimmediate treatment.

Reportedly, the victims were returning from a Chhathi
ceremony held in Bana Banarsi village when their
vehicle collided with a trailer truck. Gaurav Singh,
Raipur district collector, told news agency PTI that
district administration officials also reached the spot.
Police registered a case and the matter is being
investigated, the collector further said.

across Jammu and Kashmir and other
areas along the Line of Control and
International Border, the Army said.

No incidents of shelling and firing BLT:

were reported, marking the first calm
nightin 19 days.

The night of May 11 marked a
significant shift, bringing the first
complete lull in ceasefire violations
since the Pahalgam attack on April 22.
From April 23 to May 6, incidents of

small arms fire were reported across

reported last night across border areas
after the ceasefire agreement.

multiple sectors along the Line of Just two days ago, Surankot witnessed

Control, escalating to heavy artillery
shelling and aerial attacks between
May 7and 11.

Normalcy has begun to return in
Poonch's Surankot, a border area that

heavy shelling, causing panic among
residents. Following the attack,
residents fled the town, some took
shelter in nearby hill villages and in
bunkers, while others moved to safer

Rajouri, Akhnoor, Jammu, Kulgam,
Sri Ganganagar and Budgam have
surfaced online that show the
situation is normal.

Normalcy has returned not just to the
border areas but also to other cities,
including Chandigarh, where all
restrictions were officially withdrawn
on Sunday. "As a result, daily life has
resumed and the situation is now
stable," the Chandigarh Deputy

Commissioner said.

Shops and other commercial
establishments are allowed to remain
open as per usual timings. Citizens are
requested to avoid spreading any kind
of false information or misinformation,
the Deputy Commissioner added.

NIA arrests key Khalistani terror operative
involved in 2016 Nabha jailbreak

New Delhi. The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Sunday successfully
caught a key Khalistani operative,
Kashmir Singh Galwaddi, who had
been actively involved in the 2016
Nabha jailbreak and was linked to
foreign-based Khalistani terrorists,
including Harwinder Singh
Sandhu.

Galwaddi, a criminal from

Ludhiana, Punjab, was arrested ==

in Motihari, Bihar, in a
coordinated operation with local

activities in India. Among these
activities was the RPG attack on the
Punjab Police Intelligence
Headquarters. Galwaddi was identified
as a proclaimed offender in the NIA
case, which was filed to investigate the
growing links between terror groups

Motihari Police. His arrestis part
of the ongoing investigation into ....' |

a major Khalistani terror
conspiracy case.

Galwaddi, who has been on the run
since his escape from the Nabha
jail in 2016, has been closely
associated with Rinda and other
designated Khalistani terrorists,

As a significant figure in the Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI). Galwaddi
played a crucial role in providing
shelter, logistical support, and terror
funds to terrorists who had escaped to
Nepal after executing various terror

such as BKI, Khalistan Liberation
Force (KLF), and the International
Sikh Youth Federation (ISYF).

The NIA initiated this case suo moto in
August 2022 to probe the terrorist
activities orchestrated by leaders and
members of these banned
organisations. The investigation

revealed a complex nexus between
terror groups and organised criminal
gangs, with both groups involved in
smuggling terrorist
hardware—including arms,
ammunition, explosives, and
IEDs—from across the border to
execute terror attacks across
India.

In the past two years, the NIA
declared Galwaddi a proclaimed
offender and issued non-bailable
arrest warrants against him. A
cash reward of Rs. 10 lakh has
also been announced by the
agency for any information
leading to his capture. In July
2023, NIA filed chargesheets
against nine individuals,
including Sandhu and Landa. In

the following months, the agency filed
two supplementary chargesheets
against six other individuals.

In August 2024, the NIA secured the
extradition of Landa’s brother, Tarsem
Singh, from the UAE, and filed a third
supplementary chargesheet in
December 2024,

Terror camps hit, Kashmir
narrative changed: What India
achieved under Op Sindoor

New Delhi. In a decisive response to the brutal
killings of Indian civilians in Pahalgam on April
22, India launched Operation Sindoor—a
massive military retaliation targetting terror
camps deep inside Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (POK). The operation
achieved multiple strategic and tactical
objectives, shifting the regional security
paradigm and delivering a strong message
against terrorism.

More than 100 terrorists, including those involved
in the 1999 Indian Airlines flight (IC-814)
hijacking and the 2019 Pulwama attack on
security personnel, were killed in Indian strikes.
India destroyed nine terror camps with precision
strikes and the situation escalated as a rattled
Pakistan fired missiles and drones, targetting
India's borders in Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab
and Rajasthan, prompting fierce retaliation from
India. What followed was four days of drone
attacks and missile strikes and firing along the
Line of Control (LoC) pushing both countries to
the brink of war.

After four days of continuous tensions and
escalations, the two sides reached an
understanding to stop all firings and military
actions on land, air and sea with immediate effect
on May 10. From May 7 to May 10, India showed
to the world how it intends to answer terrorism.

NINE TERROR CAMPS DESTROYED

Indian forces neutralised nine high-value terror
launch pads across Pakistan and PoK. These
camps were operated by terror outfits including
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed, and
Hizbul Mujahideen. Intelligence identified these
locations as major hubs for training and planning
attacks against India.

DEEP STRIKES
MAINLAND

Going beyond PoK, India executed deep strikes
that extended hundreds of kilometres into
Pakistan’s heartland. For the first time, Indian
jets targeted terror infrastructure in Punjab
province, including sensitive hubs like
Bahawalpur—areas even US drones had
avoided. India unequivocally demonstrated that
no geography within Pakistan is off-limits if
terror stems from its soil.

KEY TERROR OPERATIVES KILLED

Several high-value terror targets were eliminated.
India wiped out leadership of multiple modules,
including names on the country’s most wanted
list, inasingle night.

Multiple high-value Pakistani terrorists, including
those involved in the 1999 Indian Airlines flight
(IC-814) hijacking and the 2019 Pulwama attack
on security personnel, were among the 100
terrorists targeted in Operation Sindroor.

AREDLINEDRAWN

Through Operation Sindoor, India asserted a
doctrinal shift. The government established a
new red line—one that makes it clear that
terrorism as a state policy will be met with swift
and visible consequences. This operation firmly
rejects the old separation between terrorists and
their sponsors, placing direct accountability on
the Pakistani establishment.

'NEWNORMAL’

India moved into a new paradigm by targeting both
terrorists and their backers. The operation
challenged long-standing assumptions about
Pakistan’s ability to shelter rogue elements
within its security apparatus. By hitting deep and
hard, India destroyed the illusion of impunity that
surrounded these actors.

"India has also set a "new normal" in response to
Pakistan-backed cross-border terrorism through
the operation and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
directed the armed forces that Indian retaliation
to any action by the Pakistani military should be
"bigger and stronger", government sources said.

PAK’'S FRAGILE AIR DEFENCE EXPOSED

Indian forces bypassed and jammed Pakistan’s
Chinese-made air defence systems. In a precise
23-minute window, Indian Rafale jets equipped
with SCALP missiles and HAMMER bombs
carried out the mission without any losses. The
operation exposed critical gaps in Pakistan’s air
defence preparedness.

SHOW OF INDIA’S ROBUSTAIR DEFENCE

India also showcased its layered and modern air
defence capabilities. The Akashteer Air Defence
System successfully neutralised hundreds of
Pakistani drones and missiles. Its effectiveness
not only secured Indian skies but positioned it as
acredible global export contender.

INTO PAKISTAN'S

Reports of explosion in
Udhampur, drone activity J&K
are false: Government

New Delhi.The government on Sunday dismissed as
"false" social media reports about explosions in
Udhampur and drones being spotted in certain areas of
Jammu and Kashmir. "Claims of heavy explosions in
Udhampur are circulating on social media. The claim is
FALSE. There have been no explosions in Udhampur,”
the Press Information Bureau's (PIB) Fact Check Unit
said in a post on X. It said these rumours were being
spread to create panic and urged people to rely only on
official government sources for accurate information.

The PIB's Fact Check Unit also dubbed as "fake" claims
on social media that drones had been spotted in certain
areas of Jammu and Kashmir. "This claim is fake. There
is no drone activity in Jammu and Kashmir," it said on
X. Social media has been awash with various claims
regarding the recent military conflict between India and
Pakistan in wake of the April 22 terror attack in
Pahalgam. The Indian Armed Forces carried out strikes
against terror sites inside Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) in the early hours of
Wednesday to avenge the attack.

Pakistan retaliated by sending swarms of drones across
the border into India at locations from Leh in Ladakh to
Bhuj in Gujarat that were repulsed by the armed forces'
air defence systems.

Pakistan reached out to India on Saturday with a request
to cease the hostilities that was accepted only after a
strong warning that any future misadventure would be
dealt with firmly.

Pahalgam attack, Op Sindoor, strikes, ceasefire: Timeline of India-Pak tensions

New Delhi.India and Pakistan announced
a truce on Saturday after four days of
intense missile and drone barrage in the
region's most serious military
escalation since the Kargil war. The
hostilities, triggered by a deadly terror
attack in Kashmir, saw both nations
target each other’s military
infrastructure in a series of retaliatory
strikes.

The halt in fighting came after over 100
terrorists were killed by India in cross-
border strikes under Operation Sindoor,
targeting terrorist hubs in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. The US
played a behind-the-scenes role in
"pushing" both sides toward a cessation
of hostilities. However, before cither
government could make a formal
announcement, US President Donald
Trump swooped in to announce the pause.
Within hours though, shelling resumed
along the Line of Control (LoC), before
subsiding overnight. Since then, a fragile
calm has taken hold across the India-
Pakistan border.

Below is a detailed timeline of events
leading up to Operation Sindoor, the
escalation, and the cecasefire
understanding:

April 22:

In one of the deadliest terror attacks in
Kashmir in recent years, 26 men were
gunned down at a tourist hotspot in
Pahalgam by terrorists linked to the
Resistance Front, an offshoot of Lashkar-
e-Taiba. Survivors reported that the
assailants selectively targeted Hindus
before opening fire. The brutal attack
escalated tensions between India and
Pakistan, setting off a series of retaliatory
diplomatic and military moves.

April 23:

India responded swiftly by downgrading
diplomatic ties with Pakistan, suspending
the Indus Waters Treaty, and closing the
Attari-Wagah border. Simultaneously, a
massive manhunt for the perpetrators was
launched. Pakistan denied any role in the
attack, and warned that any military
retaliation by India would be considered
"anact of war."

April 24:

In a tit-for-tat move, both countries
cancelled visas and ordered the
evacuation of each other’s citizens.
Pakistan also shut down its airspace to
Indian-operated aircraft and halted all
trade — direct or through third
countries. Heightened war rhetoric
emerged from Islamabad, with veiled
threats of nuclear retaliation.

April 25:

Pakistan initiated ceasefire violations
across the Line of Control (LoC) and
suspended the Simla Agreement. The
United Nations, the United States, and
other Western nations urged both sides to
de-escalate and exercise restraint.

April 26:

Amid rising tensions, Pakistani Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif vowed a “full-
force” response if India attempted to
divert water resources. US President
Donald Trump and Iran offered to
mediate between the two nuclear-armed
neighbours.

April 30:

Pakistan continued to violate the ceasefire

for a fifth consecutive night. In a

provocative claim, Pakistan’s

Information Minister alleged that India

was planning a military strike within 24 to

36 hours.

May I:

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio reached
out to External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval, as well as to Pakistani PM
Shehbaz Sharif. According to sources,
Jaishankar informed him of India's intent
tostrike.

US State Department spokesperson Tammy
Bruce says Rubio in his call with India
expressed sorrow over the killings in
Pahalgam and reaffirmed the US’s
"commitment to cooperation with India
against terrorism".

May 3:

As tensions surged, Pakistan test-fired a
ballistic missile. India responded by
cutting off all mail and trade routes with
Pakistan, banning Pakistani vessels from
Indian ports, and prohibiting its own
ships from entering Pakistani waters.

May 7:

India launched Operation Sindoor,
conducting precision missile strikes on
nine terror hideouts belonging to
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad,
and Hizbul Mujahideen in Pakistan and
POK. The Ministry of Defence said
civilian and military structures were
deliberately avoided.
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Ukraine says Russia fired
108 drones overnight
despite ceasefire deadline

KYIV. Ukraine said Russia had fired over a hundred
drones overnight despite attempts from Kyiv's allies
to get Moscow to begin a 30-day ceasefire on
Monday.Russia's leader Vladimir Putin answered to
the ceasefire proposal by suggesting to first hold
direct talks, in a bid to appease US President Donald
Trump, who has been pushing for a quick

peace.Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky said he would
be willing to meet Putin on Thursday in Turkey but
insisted that Russia agree to the 30-day ceasefire,
which allies hoped would start Monday.

"From 11:00 pm on May 11, the enemy attacked with
108 Shaheds and other types of drones," the Ukraine
air force said, adding that "as of 08:30 am, 55 drones
were confirmed downed."

The overnight attacks wounded one person and
damaged residential buildings in the southern Odesa
region, the military administration said.

They also damaged railway infrastructure and
wounded a train driver in the eastern Donetsk
region."Ceasefire proposals are being ignored, and
the enemy continues attacks on railway
infrastructure," Ukrainian national railway operator
Ukrzaliznytsia said.

Apartment building fire kills
four, critically injures four
others in Milwauke

MILWAUKEE. A Milwaukee apartment building fire
that began in a common area and spread to multiple
floors Sunday killed four people and critically injured
four others.Several more were treated for lesser
injuries in the fire that began sometime before § a.m.
on Mother's Day.The blaze rendered the 85-unit
building uninhabitable, displacing an estimated 200
people, Milwaukee Fire Chief Aaron Lipski said at a
news conference.Calls came in that people were
trapped and jumping from the four-story building's
second floor to escape. The first firefighters to arrive
were “far, far outmatched” by intense flames, Lipski
said.Platform fire trucks rescued people from
windows while other firefighters went inside, some
crawling on hands and knees to get people out, Lipski
said.In all, about 30 people were rescued. The cause
was unclear but Lipski expressed confidence it would
be figured out in time.Built in 1968, the building
predated a law that would have required it to have a
sprinkler system and was never retrofitted with one,
Lipski noted.“Nobody was required to go back in and
make that building fire safe,” Lipski said. "T have four
fatalities here today. I'm not sure what people think is
more expensive right now.”

House Republicans unveil
Medicaid cuts that
Democrats warn will leave
millions in the US without
care

WASHINGTON. House Republicans unveiled the
cost-saving centerpiece of President Donald Trump's
“big, beautiful bill ” late Sunday, at least $880 billion
in cuts largely to Medicaid to help cover the cost of
$4.5 trillion in tax breaks.

Tallying hundreds of pages, the legislation is touching
off the biggest political fight over health care since
Republicans tried to repeal and replace the Affordable
Care Act, or Obamacare, during Trump's first term in
2017 — which ended in failure.While Republicans
insist they are simply rooting out “waste, fraud and
abuse” to generate savings with new work and
eligibility requirements, Democrats warn that
millions of Americans will lose coverage. A
preliminary estimate from the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office said the proposals
would reduce the number of people with health care
by 8.6 million over the decade.“Savings like these
allow us to use this bill to renew the Trump tax cuts
and keep Republicans’ promise to hardworking
middle-class families,” said Rep. Brett Guthrie of
Kentucky, the GOP chairman of the Energy and
Commerce Committee, which handles health care
spending.But Democrats said the cuts are “shameful”
and essentially amount to another attempt to repeal
Obamacare.“In no uncertain terms, millions of
Americans will lose their health care coverage," said
Rep. Frank Pallone of New Jersey, the top Democrat
on the panel. He said "hospitals will close, seniors will
not be able to access the care they need, and premiums
will rise for millions of people if this bill passes."

As Republicans race toward House Speaker Mike
Johnson's Memorial Day deadline to pass Trump's big
bill of tax breaks and spending cuts, they are
preparing to flood the zone with round-the-clock
public hearings this week on various sections before
they are stitched together in what will become a
massive package.The politics ahead are uncertain.
More than a dozen House Republicans have told
Johnson and GOP leaders they will not support cuts to
the health care safety net programs that residents back
home depend on. Trump himself has shied away from
a repeat of his first term, vowing there will be no cuts
to Medicaid.
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Reel tensions: Trump film trade war looms over Cannes

PARIS. Donald Trump's threat of tariffs on

foreign-made films risks stoking tensions
between the European and American film
industries and dominating conversations at
the Cannes film festival this week.

The US president has added a trade war to the

sector's list of concerns that already
included competition from streaming
platforms.The already tricky commercial
outlook for big-screen owners and film
producers darkened considerably last
Sunday when Trump said he wanted 100-
percent tariffs on movies "produced in
foreign lands".Even if most observers think
the proposal is unworkable, it risks
destabilising an industry that is highly
globalised and depends on open trade.

"It'll be one of the big issues in Cannes," said

Eric Marti from US-based media
measurement agency Comscore.He said
statements from another American leader --
the co-CEO of Netflix, Ted Sarandos -- had
also focused minds.Sarandos said recently
that cinema-going was "an outmoded idea
for most people", pointing to the fact that
audience numbers worldwide have not
rebounded since the Covid pandemic.The
festival in Cannes from Tuesday will see

Trump's tariff salvo is part of a picture

directors, actors and distributors try to
make sense of Trump's intentions and those
of his Hollywood advisors, actors Jon
Voight, Mel Gibson and Sylvester
Stallone."We're a bit perplexed," Marti told
AFP. "We don't know how it's going
towork in practice."

of growing tension between Europe
and the US over the film and TV / ‘
industries since the former reality TV |

star returned to the White House in
January.As part of his ultra-
nationalist "Make America Great
Again" agenda, Trump's Republican
administration also has EU
regulations that protect and promote
European cinema in 1its
crosshairs.The regulations take many
forms but typically include measures such
as taxing cinema tickets to fund
independent filmmakers, quotas for
European or non-English-language
productions, or forcing major studios to
fund domestic productions.In France,
American streaming platforms Netflix,
Amazon and Disney have to invest in
French-language films or series in order to

\,

operate in the country.

In a February 21 memo, Trump took aim at

what he called "overseas extortion", with a
particular mention of laws that "require
American streaming services to fund local

productions".American film industry
groups such as the Motion Picture
Association and the Directors Guild of
America (DGA) have also lobbied the
Trump administration to protest against
European regulations.

A group of leading French film figures,

including "Emilia Perez" director and
Cannes winner Jacques Audiard, fired back

with an open letter to the DGA last
month."At a time when the gap between the
United States and the rest of the world is
widening, we believe it is more important
than ever for European and American
filmmakers to remain united,"
they wrote.French Culture
Minister Rachida Dati vowed last
week to defend French films
"whatever the cost", noting that
"on the other side of the Atlantic,
powerful players in this industry
are hostile to the French cultural
exception".Cannes has always
championed independent arthouse
films but it also reserves part of its
programme to Hollywood
blockbusters made by major
American studios to attract
audiences.This year will see Tom Cruise
return for the world premiere of the latest
and last instalment of his "Mission:
Impossible" series, three years after he lit
up the Riviera while promoting "Top Gun:
Maverick".While he can be expected to
steer clear of politics and controversy, there
will be plenty of Trump critics in
attendance.

Kurdish militant group, PKK, will dishand and
disarm as part of peace initiative with Turkey

The group has led an armed
insurgency since 1984 that
has left claimed tens of
thousands of lives.

ANKARA. A Kurdish militant group

announced a historic decision Monday
to disband and disarm as part of a new
peace initiative with Turkey, after four
decades of armed conflict.

The decision by the Kurdistan Workers’

Party, or PKK, was announced by the B

Firat News Agency, a media outlet
close to the group. It comes days after it
convened a party congress in northern
Iraq.In February, PKK leader Abdullah
Ocalan, who has been imprisoned on
an island near Istanbul since 1999,
urged his group to convene a congress
and formally decide to disband,
marking a pivotal step toward ending
the decadeslong conflict that has
claimed tens of thousands of lives
since the 1980s.

On March 1, the PKK announced a
unilateral ceasefire, but attached
conditions, including the creation of a
legal framework for peace
negotiations.The group has led an
armed insurgency since 1984 that has
left claimed tens of thousands of lives.
It is listed as a terror group by Turkey
and its Western allies.

Firat news said the congress “decided to
dissolve the PKK’s organizational

structure and the end armed struggle,
with the practical implementation of
this process to be led and overseen by
(Ocalan.) As a result, activities carried

out under the name ‘PKK’ were
formally terminated.”

Congress assessed that the PKK’s
struggle had “brought the Kurdish
issue to the point of resolution through
democratic politics, thus completing

its historical mission.”

Burkina Faso forces killed at least 100
civilians in March attack: Human Rights Watch

DAKAR. At least 100 civilians were
killed by Burkina Faso government
forces in March near the western town
of Solenzo, Human Rights Watch said
Monday.According to victim
testimony and videos shared on social
media gathered by the rights group, the
attackers were Burkina Faso special
forces and members of a pro-
government militia, the Volunteers for
the Defense of the Homeland. The
victims were all ethnic Fulani, a
pastoralist community that is
widespread across the region, which
the government has long accused of
supporting Muslim militants.An
earlier report from Human Rights
Watch stated that the government's
involvement was likely, because of
video evidence on social media,
although the findings were not
definitive. The government issued a
sharp denial when first reports surfaced,
saying in a statement it “condemned
the propagation, on social media, of
images inducing hate and community

violence, and fake information aimed at
undermining social cohesion” in the
country.

“The viral videos of the atrocities by pro-
government militias near Solenzo sent
shock waves through Africa’s Sahel
region, but they told only part of the
story,” said Ilaria Allegrozzi, senior
Sahel researcher at Human Rights
Watch. “Further research uncovered
that Burkina Faso’s military was
responsible for these mass killings of
Fulani civilians, which were followed
by deadly reprisals by an Islamist
armed group. The government needs to
impartially investigate these deaths and
prosecute all those
responsible.”Burkina Faso authorities
did not immediately reply to a request
for comment on the group's new
report.The landlocked nation of 23
million people has symbolized the
security crisis in the arid Sahel region
south of the Sahara in recent years. It
has been shaken by violence from
extremist groups linked to Al-Qaeda

and the Islamic State group, and the
governments fighting them.The
military junta, which took power in
2022, failed to provide the stability it
promised. According to conservative
estimates, more than 60% of the
country is now outside of government
control, more than 2.1 million people
have lost their homes and almost 6.5
million need humanitarian aid to
survive.The attack in th western
Boucle du Mouhoun region, including
Solenzo and other towns, began on Feb.
27 and lasted until April 2, involving
hundreds of government troops and
drones, according to eyewitnesses
quoted in the report.“The VDPs shot at
us like animals, while drones were
flying over our heads. Many women
and children died because they could
not run,” said a Fulani herder, 44, from
Solenzo, referring to the pro-
government militias.After the attack,
hundreds of Fulani residents fled
across the border into neighboring
Mali, the report said.

Meteorites and marsquakes

hint at underground ocean of

liquid water on Red Planet

BEIJING/CANBERRA. Evidence is mounting that a

secret lies beneath the dusty red plains of Mars, one that
could redefine our view of the Red Planet: a vast
reservoir of liquid water, locked deep in the crust.Mars
is covered in traces of ancient bodies of water.But the
puzzle of exactly where it all went when the planet
turned cold and dry has long intrigued scientists.Our
new study may offer an answer.Using seismic data from
NASA's InSight mission, we uncovered evidence that
the seismic waves slow down in a layer between 5.4 and
8 kilometres below the surface, which could be because
of the presence of liquid water at these depths.The
mystery of the missing water, Mars wasn't always the
barren desert we see today. Billions of years ago, during
the Noachian and Hesperian periods (4.1 billion to 3
billion years ago), rivers carved valleys and lakes
shimmered.As Mars' magnetic field faded and its
atmosphere thinned, most surface water vanished.

Some escaped to space, some froze in polar caps, and

some was trapped in minerals, where it remains today.

But evaporation, freezing and rocks can't quite account

for all the water that must have covered Mars in the
distant past.Calculations suggest the missing water is
enough to cover the planet in an ocean at least 700
metres deep, and perhaps up to 900 metres deep.

One hypothesis has been that the missing water seeped

into the crust.Mars was heavily bombarded by
meteorites during the Noachian period, which may
have formed fractures that channelled water
underground.Deep beneath the surface, warmer
temperatures would keep the water in a liquid state,
unlike the frozen layers nearer the surface.A seismic
snapshot of Mars' crust In 2018, NASA's InSight lander
touched down on Mars to listen to the planet's interior
with a super-sensitive seismometer.

By studying a particular kind of vibration called -- shear

waves, we found a significant underground anomaly: a
layer between 5.4 and 8 kilometres down where these
vibrations move more slowly.This low-velocity layer is
most likely highly porous rock filled with liquid water,
like a saturated sponge.Something like Earth's aquifers,
where groundwater seeps into rock pores.

We calculated the aquifer layer on Mars could hold

enough water to cover the planet in a global ocean
520,780 m deep, several times as much water as is held
in Antarctica's ice sheet. This volume is compatible with
estimates of Mars' missing water (710?- 920m), after
accounting for losses to space, water bound in minerals,
and modern ice caps.Meteorites and marsquakes We
made our discovery thanks to two meteorite impacts in
2021 (named S1000a and S1094b) and a marsquake in
2022 (dubbed S1222a).These events sent seismic
waves rippling through the crust, like dropping a stone
into a pond and watching the waves spread.

InSight's seismometer captured these vibrations.
We used the high-frequency signals from the events, think

of tuning into a crisp, high-definition radio station, to
map the crust's hidden layers.

Trump Says Alcatraz Prison Is
Unbreakable. History Says Otherwise

The most famous Alcatraz
breakout came in 1962, when
Frank Morris, along with
brothers John and Clarence
Anglin, vanished from the
prison in a brilliantly
executed escape.

_

world US President Donald Trump declared

"nobody ever escaped from Alcatraz,"
outlining plans to reopen the island prison.
It was shut down more than six decades
ago. As far as Trump's claims are
concerned, history says otherwise.

On December 16, 1937, inmates Theodore
Cole, 25, and Ralph Roe, 32, broke out of

the island prison in a "miraculous feat."

Cole, a convicted kidnapper, and Roe, a
bank robber, spent months sawing through
iron bars in the prison's mat shop.

Taking advantage of heavy fog, the pair
slipped through a window and vanished
into the bay on a makeshift raft fashioned
from two large airtight oil cans tied
together. According to reports from the
San Francisco Chronicle, they had even
packed civilian clothes sealed inside one
of the cans, planning to change once they
reached land.While officials believed
they drowned, a San Francisco Chronicle
story published four years later suggested
Cole and Roe were "living comfortably"
in South American hideouts.The most
famous Alcatraz breakout came on June
11, 1962, when Frank Morris, along with
brothers John and Clarence Anglin,
vanished from the prison in a brilliantly
executed escape.

Frank Morris was sent to Alcatraz for his

repeated prison breaks. Known for his

intelligence (he reportedly had an IQ of

133), Morris was considered the
mastermind behind the 1962 escape plan.

Brothers Clarence and John Anglin,

originally from rural Georgia, were

convicted bank robbers with long rap

B

walls, covering their work with painted
cardboard panels. Their escape raft was
stitched from over 50 rubber raincoats,
sealed using steam pipes. Dummy heads
made of papier-mache and real hair
were placed in their beds to deceive
guards during nightly checks.A
converted vacuum cleaner motor
helped them create a makeshift drill. A
concertina, a musical instrument, was
transformed into a bellows to inflate
the raft.On the night of the escape, the
men crawled through the ventilation
ducts, climbed to the roof, descended
down a pipe, scaled a barbed-wire
fence, and launched their homemade
raft into the freezing waters of the San
Francisco Bay.

sheets.On the night of June 11, 1962, Frank They were never seen again.
Morris and the Anglin brothers pulled off The following morning, prison guards

what remains the most famous breakout in
US prison history.The trio spent six onths
preparing. They used sharpened spoons,
cardboard, and glue to tunnel through cell

discovered the lifelike dummy heads still
on the beds. A massive manhunt began,
involving the FBI, Coast Guard, and
military police.
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Navjot Singh Sindhu

wants 'match winner
Mohammed Shami in
England despite poor form

New Delhi. Former India cricketer Navjot
Singh Sidhu has backed Mohammed
Shami’s selection for the upcoming tour of
England amid rumours of him being left
out of the team. Shami hasn’t played Test
cricket for 23 months, with his last
appearance coming against Australia in the
World Test Championship 2023. He made a
comeback to international cricket earlier
this year in January after a 14-month injury
layoff.

However, Shami hasn’t been in the best form
in the Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL
2025), having scalped just six wickets from
nine innings. The speedster has looked
completely out of rhythm in the T20
extravaganza raising doubts on his
readiness to play Test cricket. Despite his
poor form, Navjot Singh Sidhu has backed
Shami’s selection for the England tour,

‘A L |

mentioning his ability to make the ball nip
off the surface.“Let me tell you about
Shami — a lot of people might be thinking,
'No, he’s expensive with the white ball,' but
that's wrong. When the red ball comes into
play, the seam protrudes — it's almost
upright, and it stays that way. When the
seam hits, Shami makes it nip off the
surface by about six inches, and that
movement causes more trouble than the
one that swings in the air. That’s why, as a
red-ball bowler, he is a match-winner —
out and out,” Sidhu told Sports Today in an
exclusive interview.Shami has played 14
Tests in England and has scalped 42
wickets at an average of 40.50 with best
figures of 4/57 in an innings. In his absence,
during the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, the
onus of leading India’s pace attack fell on
Jasprit Bumrah’s shoulders alone.

Sneh Rana credits bowling
coach for Player of the series
performance in tri series

New Delhi. India spinner Sneh Rana credited
bowling coach Aavishkar Salvi after winning
the Player of the Series award in the team’s
tri-series triumph in Sri Lanka. The
Harmanpreet Kaur-led side hammered Sri
Lanka by 97 runs in the final and
successfully avenged a rare loss against them
in the previous fixture.Rana continued her
rich form in the final and picked 4/38 in 9.2
overs, dismissing Sri Lanka captain Chamari
Athapaththu, Nilakshika Silva, Anushka
Sanjeewani and Malki Madara. Following
another match-winning show, Rana was
thrilled to bits and revealed how she worked
alongside the bowling coach and stuck to
pace-off deliveries and yorkers.

"I am very pleased to have contributed.
Coming after so many months, I worked very
hard, so I'm very grateful. The plan was
simple - just stick to pace-off deliveries and
yorkers. Worked with the bowling coach a
lot, and it worked out. (World Cup) Very
confident, especially in my team, who
worked so hard and played brilliantly," said

X
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Rana.Rana finished asthe leading wicket-
taker of the tri-nation series with 15 wickets
to her name from 5 matches at an average of
14 and an economy of 4.73. As a result, she
registered the most wickets by an Indian
women’s player in a multi-national ODI
series and was deservedly adjudged Player of
the Series. She registered her best figures
during the second match against South
Africa as she picked up her maiden five-
wicket haul.Rana registered figures of 5/43
inten overs and triggered a dramatic collapse
of the Proteas women’s batting line up, who
went from 240/4 to 261 all out and set up a
15-run victory for India. The off-spinner was
deservedly adjudged Player of the Match for
turning the game in India’s favour. Rana also
scalped 3/31 and 3/45 against Sri Lanka
during the league stage.

Nurul Hasan Sohan's bizarre tactic
costs Bangladesh A five penalty runs

Bangladesh were handed five
penalty runs after the ball hit
wicketkeeper Nurul Hasan
Sohan's helmet during the
match between Bangladesh A
and New Zealand A on

Saturday.

—
New Delhi. Wicketkeeper Nurul Hasan
Sohan attempted a cheeky move that
backfired, costing Bangladesh A five
penalty runs in their final one-dayer
against New Zealand A on Saturday, May
10, at Sylhet International Cricket
Stadium.However, the ball struck a helmet
placed behind the batter—belonging to
Sohan—resulting in five penalty runs
awarded to New Zealand A. With
Bangladesh A defending a modest total,

the penalty proved costly as the visitors
won by four wickets.In the fifth over of
New Zealand’s chase, Sohan positioned
himself at first slip in an effort to distract
batter Rhys Mariu. Fast bowler Ebadot

Hossain delivered a ball outside off stump
that nipped back in, prompting Mariu to
leave it alone.Bangladesh had already won
the series after winning the first two
games. On Saturday, Nick Kelly’s men

Superbet Classic: Praggnanandhaa remains
in joint lead after draw with Vachier-Lagrave

The Allianz Arena erupted in
tribute as Miiller lifted the
Bundesliga trophy one last time
at home, closing a legendary
chapter with Bayern Munich
while fans and teammates
honoured his unmatched legacy.

New Delhi. Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa

played out a draw with Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave to remain in joint lead with the
Frenchman after five rounds of the Superbet
Classic, a part of the Grand Chess
tour. World champion D Gukesh recovered a
bit to draw with Duda Jan-Krzysztof of

Poland in what turned out to be a rather dull
day with stalemates on all five boards in the
10-player round-robin event.Levon
Aronian of the United States fought till the

end against Firouzja Alireza of France to

earn a half point. It was a similar story for
Nodirbek Abdusattorov of Uzbekistan who
had to split the point with Deac Bogdan-
Daniel of Romania.Apart from Vachier-
Lagrave and Praggnanandhaa, Fabiano
Caruana remained as the third co-leader after
a long-drawn battle against fellow American

Wesley So.

Playing white, Praggnanandhaa faced the

expected Sicilian Najdorf against Vachier-
Lagrave and chose a lesser-known variation
as his reply. However, Vachier-Lagrave,
with his deep understanding on the
opening, did not face any hurdles in
maintaining parity even though
Praggnanandhaa sacrificed a pawn in the
middle game to put some pressure on the
kingside. Vachier-Lagrave came up with a
timely sacrifice, parting his rook for a
knight and the activity of his remaining
pieces ensured that there was no trouble.
Praggnanandhaa eventually allowed a
repetition and the game was drawn after
45 moves.Gukesh went for huge
complications against Duda and could have
lost another game. The Queen's gambit
declined did not yield much for the Indian
and he decided to sacrifice a piece. The game
could have been drawn but Gukesh got a
little ambitious and it took another blunder
from Duda on the 43rd move for the Indian to
getadraw.

20-year-old Czech player hits out at trolls for
targeting her mother on Mother's Day

«Linda Noskova lost to Mirra
Andreeva in the Italian Open

«Andreeva won the match 6-
1, 7-5 on Sunday

«Noskova slammed trolls for
slamming her mother

New Delhi. 20-year-old Czech tennis player
Linda Noskova slammed online trolls after
her loss to Russia’s Mirra Andreeva at the
Italian Open 2025 on Sunday, May 11.
Noskova was defeated in straight sets, 6-1,
7-5, missing out on a spot in the pre-
quarterfinals. In the aftermath, she took to
social media to defend her mother, who had
been targeted with hateful messages on

in Rome after beating Britain’s Sonay Kartal

in straight sets in the Round of 64. However,
she couldn’t step up against the 18-year-old
Andreeva, who has won two WTA 1000
titles this year.Andreeva became the

youngest woman to reach the Round of 16 in
back-to-back tournaments in Madrid and
Rome.

Mother’s Day.Noskova began her campaign Linda Noskova struggles big time

In the first set, Andreeva showed her class,

earning three breaks of serve to dictate
terms. Noskova earned her first break in the
second set, but Andreeva converted both her
break point chances to have the last
laugh.Both players struggled with their
second serves, but Noskova was worse
with a winning percentage of 28 (seven
out of 25).Andreeva is next set to lock
horns with Denmark’s Clara Tauson, who
handed 10th seed Emma Navarro a shock
defeat.In other matches in women’s
singles, 2019 US Open champion Bianca
Andreescu knocked out Elena Rybakina,
winning 6-2, 6-4. She will next lock horns
with Paris Olympics gold medallist
Qinwen Zheng, who beat Magdalena
Frech in straight sets.Emma Raducanu
rallied back from behind to beat Veronika
Kudermetovaver 5-7, 6-0, 6-1. The 2021
US Open champion has a huge task in
hand as she will face the talented Coco
Gauff, who is set to become the World No.2
after Iga Swiatek made an early exit from the
tournament.

secured a consolation win. After being
asked to bat first, Bangladesh scored
226 in 47.4 overs. Left-hander Nasum
Ahmed was their standout batter after
he scored 67 off 97, laced with nine
fours and a six.

Yasir Ali Rabbi also batted beautifully,
making 63 off 65 with the help of seven
fours and three sixes. Adithya Ashok
picked up three wickets while Jayden
Lennox, Ben Lister and Dean Foxcroft
accounted for two scalps apiece.

New Zealand chased down the target with
10 balls to spare. Mariu and Dale
Phillips laid the platform with a 77-run
partnership for the opening wicket off
11.2 overs. But New Zealand A got
themselves into trouble after being
reduced to 166 for six in 34.3 overs.

With 61 runs off 93 balls, Foxcroft and
Zakary Foulkes stepped up and took

their team past the finish line. While
Foxcroft stayed not out on 36 off 43,
Foulkes scored an unbeaten 28 off 42 balls.
Nasum, Mosaddek Hossain Saikat and
Nayeem Hasan took two wickets each.

Rohit Sharma opens up on
weakness against left-
armers: Defending
myself not my job

New Delhi. Star India batter Rohit Sharma has

opened up on his weakness against left-arm
seamers, calling it a part of the game. Rohit
has often been called out for his weakness
against the left-arm seamers due to his
repeated dismissals against them. In the
Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL 2025), the
opening batter has been dismissed thrice by
the left-arm bowlers as he lost his wicket
against Khaleel Ahmed, Yash Dayal and
Arshad Khan.In his international career,
Rohit has lost his wicket 110 times against a
left-arm bowler. Recently, the star batter
addressed the criticism on his batting, saying
that it’s a part of the game, and he can’t go
around defending himself for every comment
made.“I’ve faced a lot of criticism, even
unnecessary criticism. I can’t say that
criticism doesn’t affect anyone. So much has
been said about me getting out to left-arm
seamers. Fine, it happens. That’s part of the
game. But if you go around defending every
comment, you're just wasting your time.
Defending myself is not my job,” said Rohit

in an interview with Vimal Kumar.Recently,
Rohit announced his retirement from Test
cricket ahead of the upcoming tour of
England. He finished his career with 4301
runs from 67 matches at an average of 40.57
and a strike rate of 57.05. Rohit scored 12
hundreds in his career, all of which came in a
winning cause.The right-handed batter also
hita whopping 88 sixes in the longest format,
the second most by an Indian after Virender
Sehwag (91 sixes). He led India in 24 Tests
and won 12, lost nine and three ended in a
draw. Meanwhile, in the IPL 2025, Rohit has
scored 300 runs from Il innings at an
average of 30 and a strike rate of 152.28.

Marinakis' heated chat with Nuno Espirito
Santo after draw with Leicester City

Nottingham Forest owner
Evangelos Marinakis had a
heated conversation with coach
Nuno Espirito Santo over not
substituting the injured Taiwo
Awoniyi after the drawn fixture
against Leicester city.

New Delhi. Nottingham Forest owner

Evangelos Marinakis was seen angrily
confronting the team’s coach Nuno Espirito
Santo following their 2-2 Premier League
draw against Leicester City on Sunday, May
11. Marinakis entered the pitch and
expressed his frustration after the final

whistle as he questioned Santo for not
substituting the injured Taiwo Awoniyi.The
27-year-old came on as a late substitute as
Forest were desperate to search for a winner.
However, he had to leave the field after
clattering into the far post on a quick counter-
attack. Awoniyi returned a few minutes later
but was far from his best as he was seen
limping around with his team in desperate
need of a goal to keep their Champions
League fate in their hands.The situation left
owner Evangelos Marinakis visibly
frustrated as he had an angry outburst at
Santo for his tactics.Santo opened up about
the controversial incident after the game and
defended Marinakis, saying that it’s obvious
to get frustrated in such a scenario."It was
due to the situation. There was a confusion
over the situation of (Awoniyi). There was
frustration to play 10 minutes with a player
that had so much confidence and being
positive that he's going to score," Espirito
Santo told Sky Sports."We made the sub,

then played with one man less. That causes
frustration, it's obvious... When there's a
player down, you get information about

them. We got information he was okay to
keep going. Unfortunately, we didn't have
another stoppage to change him and he was
not able to continue to help the team. We're
all frustrated,” he added.Nottingham Forest
secure return to Europe after 30
yearsMeanwhile, after the drawn game,
Nottingham Forest are on the seventh spot in
the Premier League points table. Although

their Champions League hopes are slipping
away, they secured a return to Europe for the
first time in 30 years. In a statement released
after the game, Marinakis expressed his
elation at the historic achievement of his
side and asked everyone to keep believing
until the final kick in the final game.“Today
is a day for celebration, because after thirty
years Nottingham Forest is now guaranteed
to be competing on the European stage once
again, a promise I made to our supporters
when we achieved promotion! "With two
more games to go in the Premier League,
we must keep believing and keep dreaming,
right to the final kick in the final game. We
are extremely proud and close to Nuno and
the team, and we must all celebrate the
historic achievements of this season,” said
Marinakis in the statement.He also explained
the reason behind his emotional outburst on
Santo, saying that the medical staff’s
misjudgement of Taiwo’s ability to continue
the game left him frustrated.
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Ash

Hits Back At Mahira Khan For Anti- lndlg --

Comments; 'Pakistan Hosted Osama”

! I \elevision star Ashi Singh didn’t hold back when responding to Pakistani actress

Mahira Khan, who recently condemned India’s Operation Sindoor—a

retaliatory airstrike mission targeting terror camps in Pakistan and PoK
following the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 civilians and
soldiers.Mahira, in a now-controversial post, had called the Indian operation:
“cowardly" and accused India of using war and hate rhetoric. *“You attack cities in
the middle of the night and call it a victory? Shame on you," she wrote, while
alleging that Pakistan was being blamed without evidence.On May 11, Ashi Singh,
known for Meet: Badlegi Duniya Ki Reet, fired back on her Instagram stories with a
scathing takedown, “Coming from a country that hosted Osama in its backyard,
trained terrorists in camps, and cried innocent after 26/11, Kargil, and
Pulwama—that’s rich. Spare us the lecture and ask some sensible questions to your
own nation (where you CAN have a voice). India doesn’t celebrate war, we respond
when provoked. #JaiHind.”

Her remarks instantly drew both support and backlash, with a surge of messages from

Pakistani users—some hateful,

some threatening. But Ashi

didn’t back down. In a follow-
up post, she addressed the
online flak head-on, “To all my
dear Pak fans flooding my DMs
with love, I genuinely feel sorry
for you. Not just because you’re
misinformed, but because you
choose to be. Instagram
chalana aata hai, toh thoda

Google bhi try kar lo.”

She then laid out a fact-based reality check, “Start here: Who started Kargil after the
Lahore peace talks? Where was Osama bin Laden found? Who trained the 26/11
attackers? Why does your awam say ‘no clectricity, no jobs, but nukes zindabad’?
Still think your hands are clean? Try international media—not just what you're fed.
That is, if opening your eyes isn’t too exhausting. With love and facts,Ashi’s bold:
response has resonated with many in India amid ongoing tensions, with her post § _,
going viral across X (formerly Twitter) and Reddit. U

Meanwhile, on May 8, the All Indian Cine Workers Association (AICWA) rclcasedv' " '
statement blasting both Mahira and Fawad Khan for their comments. Th
association demanded a “strict and complete ban" on all Pakistani actors ang ’
filmmakers from working in India, calling their statements “disrespectful tof nox ' . .

nation" and *“an insult to our brave soldiers."*No Indian artist will collaborate with ¢
any Pakistani talent, nor will any global platform be shared with them." the AICWA
declared.As tensions simmer on both political and cultural fronts, Ashi Smgh S
unapologetic patriotism has ignited a fiery debate—one that shows no stan,w £,
quicting down.
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Kusha Kapila

Warns Fans About Fake Facebook Account
Asking For Money In Her Name

usha Kapila is warning her fans about a
fake Facebook account that’s been
asking for |

money in her name.
The actor and social
media influencer
shared a note on her
Instagram Stories on
Saturday, cautioning
her followers about the
scam. In the post, she
urged everyone to
1gnore any messages
coming from the
fraudulent account
and reassured them
that she’s not involved
inany such requests.
Kusha posted a
screenshot of the fake
Facebook account,
which displayed her
profile picture and |
name. The bio of the
account read, “Small
and stupid." and it had
122K followers, while |
only following three |
people.

Sharing it, Kusha wrote,
“Apologies for highlighting this at a time like
this but this Facebook page is not owned/ run

by me. Please ignore all inappropriate

messages/money requests."She further wrote,
“Thank you to everyone
who pointed this out.
Please stop engaging with
this page, thinking it’s
me." On Instagram, Kusha
has 4.2 million followers
and 2,732 following.

Recently, Kusha Kapila
took a stand against online
abuse when a follower
used a derogatory term on
one of her Instagram
posts. In a strong
response, Kusha shared a
collage of herself
enjoying some peaceful
views on her Instagram
stories, alongside a
screenshot of the
offensive message.

She responded with a firm
offer to pay for therapy
and personal growth for
the person, urging them to
heal so they wouldn’t feel
the need to spread
negativity towards a
happy woman. Kusha

even created a playful email address for the

individual to contact her for support.

Varun Dhawan And Janhvi Kapoor
Pay Tribute To Mothers Who Lost

Their Sons For Nation

arun Dhawan and Janhvi Kapoor have paid a
heartfelt tribute to the mothers who lost their

sons for serving the nation during Operation
Sindoor. The actors shared an emotional video on
Mother’s Day. They called them courageous in the
post.Taking to their Instagram stories, Varun and
Janhvi shared an old video in which women are seen
receiving awards from the president as their sons
lost their lives while fighting at the border. “Happy
mother’s day to all courageous mothers who gave
their brave sons for nation." Many celebrities have
devoted this year Mother’s day to Armed Forces.

Taking to his Instagram handle, Rajkummar shared

photos and wrote, “Happy Mother’s Day Everyone.
Maa is the closest you can ever be to God. Thank
you for every hug, lesson, happiness and Smile."
Taking to her Instagram stories, Kiara shared
unseen photos with both and wrote, “Happy
mother’s day to my whole world." Kareena Kapoor
Khan wishes all her fans happy mother’s day with a
strong message on mother’s day. She has shared a
post reading never to underestimate a mother.
Taking to her Instagram stories, Neetu shared a
photo from Alia-Ranbir’s wedding. Both Alia and
Riddhima are seen sitting and posing. “Happy
mother’s day my love," read the caption.

Hours after a ceasefire was announced, India said on

Saturday evening that Pakistan had violated the
understanding and the armed forces were
responding appropriately. Both countries had
agreed upon a ceasefire on land, sea, and air, which
was to be in effect from 5 pm on May 10.The
development came days after India launched a
massive strike deep inside Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied J&K to avenge the brutal killing of its
civilians in the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack.
Operation Sindoor marked a significant
demonstration of India’s military and strategic
prowess through a blend of military and non-
military means.

Preity Zinta Apologises To
Dharamshala Fans For Being

‘Curt': 'Said No To Pictures...'

reity Zinta penned a long note on Instagram,
thanking officials for ensuring their safe

departure from Dharamshala amid air raid
alerts in neighbouring cities of Jammu and
Pathankot on May 6. She also apologised to fans
for her “curt" response to photo requests amid the
stadium evacuation process. For the unversed, the
IPL match between PBKS and DC at Dharamshala
stadium on Thursday was abruptly called off after
10.1 overs of play in the first half amid tensions
between India and Pakistan.“Finally back home
after a crazy last few days," wrote Preity, further
stating, “A heartfelt thank you to Indian Railways
& our Railway minister Mr Ashwini Vaishnaw for
helping both IPL teams and all officials & families
leave Dharamshala in a safe, swift & comfortable
way (sic).”

She then tagged BCCI and IPL authorities for

handling the situation in an orderly manner, “A big
thank you to Mr Jay Shah, Mr Arun Dhumal, BCCI
& our CEO Mr Satish Menon & the Operations
team of Punjab Kings for helping co-ordinate the
evacuation of our stadium in Dharamshala safely
& in an orderly manner. Everything was handled
sowell (sic)."

Lastly, she lauded the people in Dharamshala for

evacuating the stadium without panicking. She
also apologised to her fans for not adhering to their
photo requests. She penned. “Finally to all the
people that were in the Dharamshala stadium —
Thankyou Thankyou Thankyou Thankyou for not
panicking & for any stampedes. You guys are
absolute rock stars. 'm sorry | was a bit curt & said
no to pictures with everyone but the need of the
hour was the safety of everyone and it was my duty
& responsibility to make sure everyone stayed safe
Thank you for making it possible Love you all,
before ending the note with her usual, “Ting". Take
alook:

A viral video from Dharamshala stadium had

emerged on Thursday, wherein Preity was seen
asking fans at the stadium to vacate the premises
quickly but in an orderly fashion. Her composed
demeanour and quick response received praise
from onlookers and social media users alike.

As per a PTI report, PBKS and DC contingents

evacuated from Dharamshala on Friday and were
escorted to the Jalandhar railway station in groups
through Hoshiarpur amid tight security, Kangra’s
Superintendent of Police Shalini Agnihotri
revealed. The squads transit to New Delhi
aboarded a special train, added the official.
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