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Why FDI investors are
turning away from India

THE Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) recently released the data
of global inward foreign direct investment (FDI)
(what a country receives) and outward FDI (what a
country invests in other countries) for the calendar
year 2024. India's inward FDI, after peaking at
$64.36 billion in 2020, has consistently declined
thereafter. It was $44.73 billion in 2021, $49.94
billion in 2022, $28.08 billion in 2023 and $27.61
billion in 2024. India's FDI inflows, in 2024, were
43 per cent less than those in 2020.

Why is India’s FDI declining so rapidly? Let me say
here, upfront, that the ongoing tensions between
India and Pakistan or the fear that the situation in
the region may escalate towards a dangerous
“nuclear flashpoint” has no bearing on India’s FDI
crisis.Global investors, especially in the last
couple of years, seem to be inured to war, whether
between Russia and Ukraine or between Israel and I
Gaza. The fact is, that India’s problems are much
deeper.Inward FDI is made up of three
components — one, new FDI inflows (an Indian
company receives new/additional FDI); second,
capital repatriation/disinvestments (an existing
FDI exits or partially sells its stake); and third,
retained and reinvested earnings (share of profits
attributable to FDI investors, not distributed as
dividends).India's FDI stock now exceeds $1
trillion (it began to be counted from 2000) as per
data published by the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).In 2023-
24, as per the RBI, the gross inflow of FDI
(investment inflows plus reinvested earnings)
amounted to $70.94 billion whereas the
repatriation/disinvestment of the FDI stock
totalled $44.47 billion, resulting in actual inward
cash/new FDI inflow of $26.47 billion. Retained
and reinvested FDI in 2023-24, as per the DPIIT,
amounted to $19.77 billion. Thus, India received
net cash inward FDI of $51.17 billion ($70.94
billion minus $19.77 billion). If we take out $44.47
billion, which went out as disinvestment/
repatriation, the net inward cash FDI was only
$6.70 billion. Itis quite paltry.

The DPIIT and RBI data, put together, informs that,
in 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24, net
cash FDI amounted to $37.99 billion, $36.88
billion, $22.90 billion and $6.70 billion
respectively. Net cash FDI decline got accelerated
over the last two years. Why?Retained/reinvested
earnings were fairly stable during these four years
— $16.94 billion, $19.35 billion, $19.12 billion
and $19.77 billion, respectively. New FDI inflows
increased from $81.97 billion in 2020-21 to
$84.84 billion in 2021-22 and, thereafter, declined,
though moderately, to $71.36 billion in 2022-23
and $70.94 billion in 2023-24. It is the massive
acceleration in repayments/ disinvestments in
these four years that explain the big decline in net
cash FDI inflows from $27.05 billion in 2020-21
to $28.61 billion in 2021-22, $29.35 billion in
2022-23 and $44.47 billion in 2023-24.

The net new cash FDI inflow situation is not looking
any better in 2024-25 either.The DPIIT data
informs that India received gross FDI inflows of
$62.48 billion during April-December 2024-25, of
which, $16.87 billion was reinvested/retained
earnings. As per the RBI,
repatriation/disinvestment accelerated further
during this period, amounting to as high as $44
billion (almost equalling $44.47 billion in entire
2023-24).This large outflow of FDI stock shrank
the gross inward FDI inflow to only $18.49 billion.
Taking out retained/reinvested FDI of $16.87
billion, the net cash inward FDI inflow turned out
to be only $1.61 billion in the nine months 0f2024-
25. The RBI data for January-February 2025
suggests that acceleration in repayments/
disinvestments continued in the last quarter. There
is a likelihood of the new net cash FDI inflow in
2024-25 to be close to zero, if not in the
negative.Why are FDI investors turning away
from India? Four major factors seem to explain.

First, Make-in-India and Production-Linked

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address to
the nation on Monday night was a strategic
line in the sand. His words — “Terror and
talks cannot go together, terror and trade
cannot go together, and water and blood
cannot flow together” — were aimed not
just at Pakistan but also at the international
community. India will no longer play by the
old rules where diplomacy coexisted with
terrorism, or where international pressure
blurred accountability. Operation Sindoor,
the swift and calibrated response to the
barbaric April 22 Pahalgam terror attack,
marked a tectonic shift in the country’s
security posture. The Indian Army, Navy
and Air Force executed a coordinated
precision strike across nine terror-linked targets in

Feminine value of caring must matter in our economies

The devaluing of 'feminine’ attitudes and work, of caring for humans and for Nature, has destroyed civilisation.

Walking through the park in the morning, [ saw a female

lapwing sitting on her nest in the ground behind the
bushes. She had produced some eggs in her body, laid
them in the nest and was patiently warming them with
her body for new lives to emerge. The next morning,
she was still there. Where was the male lapwing, I
wondered? There was no sign of him. Perhaps, he was
foraging for food for himselfand her.

Why is it that in all species, the females must labour to

produce and nurture new life? Feminists say this is
unfair to the female sex. Do these feminists want to free
females of all species from their labour of producing
life and to make them free (like men) to compete with
others for enough food for their families?

also wonder why industrialised countries want to
protect the beauty of endangered species, who live and
reproduce naturally like all species do, in
reservations unspoiled by humans? What are they
missing in their own 'civilised' lives?For homo
economicus — modern, economic man — all
Nature and all humans are merely 'resources' to be
exploited efficiently. He does not value 'feminine’'
work of nurturing and caring because it does not add
monetary value to the economic enterprise. Women,
who feel their natural work is not valued, and are
treated as lesser human beings, are motivated for
equal opportunities to compete with men in their
enterprises. This is the demand of the modern
feminist movement. At every level of a hierarchical
enterprise, there must be equal numbers of men and
women."For the first time in history, a woman has a
general sense of herself as an individual apart from
men," says philosopher John Ralston Saul in
'Voltaire's Bastards: The Dictatorship of Reason in
the West'."This self-confidence gives her drive and
makes her want to succeed. As a result, she is eager to
join the system. Her enthusiasm makes her work
harder and usually do a better job than the equivalent
male. As a result, the talented female tends to become
an effective defender of the system (in which natural
feminine work has little value)."

Hazel Henderson was an active feminist, who wrote

'Creating Alternative Futures: The End of Economics'

peacefulness — are designated as female."

Henderson explains, "The masculine values are essential

for the male-dominated industrial system to work but
feminine values are most difficult to operationalize."

She ascribes values of humility and cooperation to

women and values of domination and competition to
men. This is not an industrial-era idea. It is as old as
recorded history and is embedded in the religions of the
West and East, where the supreme God is invariably in
the image of a man.Henderson points out that
throughout history, men have designed forms of large
organisations to embody masculine values of
domination and competition to produce large-scale
results and expand their powers.On the other hand,
women nurture families and communities with values

an organisation is a family; the masculine concept of an
organisation is a factory.Henry Ford introduced mass
production to the automobile industry. Humans, each
doing a small task repetitively, were fitted into a large
economic machine. Ford complained, "Why is it when
I want only a pair of hands, I get a whole human
being?" He wanted to use only human labour without
bothering about human needs for dignity and respect.

in 1978. She pointed out: "The values and attitudes that Factory forms of organisation have spread from

are favoured and vested with political power are the
typical masculine values —competition, domination,
expansion, etc. — while those most neglected and
often despised — cooperation, nurturing, humility,

manufacturing into service industries. "White collar'
workers are pigeonholed to perform small tasks within
large, financial services, retail and software
companies, where they work for long hours to earn

PM’s firm message

Talks and trade can’t go with terror

and Lahore’s radar hubs. The downing of a Pakistani

wages.The productivity of enterprises is improved
with this form of organisation, while the family lives of
the workers pulled out of their homes are destroyed.

Computers, robots and artificial intelligence are

enabling employers to replace emotional humans.
Thereby, investors’ 'ease of doing business' is
improved; while the 'ease of living' of common
citizens, who must work and earn enough to live well
reduces.When Mahatma Gandhi was asked what he
thought of western civilisation, he replied, tongue-in-
cheek, "It would be a good idea." The devaluing of
'feminine' attitudes and work, of caring for humans and
for Nature, has destroyed civilisation.Societies have
been converted into economies, with the presumption
that when the size of an economy — its GDP —
increases, the well-being of citizens and, hopefully,
& | harmony within societies will improve.
~ This thesis has been at the core of the
science of economics that emerged in
the twentieth century. History has
proven thesis wrong.The pursuit of
more GDP, regardless of its impacts on
the environment and human well-
being, has brought the world to an
environmental crisis — with depleting
water resources, mounting dumps of
garbage on land, rivers and oceans and
the atmosphere over-loaded with
pollutants.Demographics have
changed along with rapid growth.
Women in the 'Asian miracle'
economies — Japan, Korea,
Singapore, China — are not having
enough children despite their
governments' efforts to motivate
them.Meanwhile, their populations are ageing. Who
will provide care for older persons if there are not
enough younger persons to support them, and to
provide tax revenues for governments' pension
schemes?At the same time, in 'yet-to-develop'
economies, like India's, younger persons are having a
very hard time getting jobs with decent wages.

"Bharat Mata ki Jai" is a jingoist rally for citizens to work

and fight for the honour of their country. Those who cry
it should pause to think what it means. Societies that do
not nurture 'feminine' values of caring for others and
economies in which the 'natural' work of women has no
value, are doomed.

dismantling a fifth of Pakistan’s air
infrastructure, speaks volumes. This was not
mindless retaliation; it was calibrated justice.
And the use of indigenous platforms like Akash
air defence systems and counter-drone tech
reflects military strength as well as strategic
maturity. By calling out Pakistan for holding
state funerals for slain terrorists, the Prime
Minister made one thing clear: India’s only
agenda with Islamabad is the end of terror and
the return of PoK. Everything else, including the
Indus Waters Treaty, is now on the table. Modi
claimed the ceasefire came at Pakistan’s request,
not under international pressure, effectively
silencing voices claiming third-party mediation
(read US President Trump).The era of surgical
caution is over. Operation Sindoor has redrawn the

Mirage jet was demonstrative of resolve.India’s

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and deep inside Pakistan’s
restraint in avoiding civilian targets, even while

military zones, including Karachi’s Malir cantonment

rules of engagement. It is India’s new doctrine. The
onus is now on Pakistan to respect the rules.

Incentive (PLI) initiatives, expected to attract FDI
flying out of China post the US' China+1 policy to

India, have failed miserably.

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi has kept his promise
to the country and demonstrated resolve by carrying
out a muscular retaliation against Pakistan, striking
terrorist targets at nine places, three of them in the
Punjab province, and the remaining in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. This is the first time that India
has carried out attacks in the Pakistani heartland
since the 1971 war. Unlike that conflict, or the
Kargil war of 1999, which produced a clear winner
and loser, the outcomes of this near-war are not as
unambiguous, and have to be extricated from the
fog of disinformation and the silences on both sides.
The best that can be said about it is that it was a
stalemate.May 10. The government has said that
100 terrorists were killed. It appears that the most
ambitious target, Jaish-e-Mohammed’s Markaz
Subhanallah in Bahawalpur, has been substantially
destroyed; similarly, the Lashkar-e-Taiba’s
Muridke headquarters. The Pakistan Army’s
attendance at the funerals in Bahawalpur and
Muridke is confirmation that there is little daylight
between these groups and the Pakistani state.

However, the damage caused to these organisations is
not permanent. Nor will the strikes have caused a
rethink in the Pakistani establishment about its
policy of using terrorist proxies to bleed India in
Kashmir and elsewhere. Thus, it cannot be said with
certainty that these strikes have ensured there will
never be another terror attack from Pakistani soil on
India. This uncertainty is implicit in the
government’s declaration that any future act of
terror will be treated as an act of war. The May 7
response was bigger in scale and more ambitious in
terms of targets than the 2016 “surgical strike” or
the 2019 Balakot response, but its deterrence value

The hyphen stays between India, Pak

‘New normal’ of treating every terror attack as an act of war is unsustainable in practice

will remain in the category of “known unknowns”
for as long as terrorist groups with a special focus on
India continue to operate on Pakistani territory.

On the military front, gains and losses will acquire
more clarity with the passage of time. As the
conflict escalated, India’s ability to fend off the
waves of drones unleashed by Pakistan on May 7, 8

and 9 and protect both civilian areas and military
installations came to the fore in a dramatic fashion
on television screens. India also hit the strategically
important Chaklala airbase, located in Rawalpindi,
and other bases. Pakistan’s military headquarters
and the Strategic Plans Division are also in
Rawalpindi.For now, the statement by Air Marshal
AK Bharti, Director General of Operations of the
Indian Air Force, that “losses are part of combat”
appears to be a veiled acknowledgement of the
reported loss of an undetermined number of Indian
fighter jets — in response to the sighting of
wreckage at Bathinda in Punjab and Pampore in the
Kashmir valley in the early hours of May 7, and
claims by the Pakistani side that its air force had

downed five aircraft.This claim has been made in
several credible international media outlets, some
quoting Western officials. For the West, this combat
was as much about India-Pakistan and its nuclear
risks as it was about France’s Dassault vs China’s
Chengdu Aircraft Industry Group. The IAF has the
Dassault-manufactured Rafale fighters, and the
Pakistan Air Force has the Chinese-made J10
fighters. In one indication, Dassault’s share
prices have crashed since the morning of May 7.
Other indications may come from how India’s
relationship with Dassault evolves.ndia’s
reported losses may also have potentially far-
reaching consequences for its regional and
international diplomacy. China’s assistance
helped Pakistan on the battlefield, how this
impacts Delhi’s moves to normalise its
relationship with Beijing over the last few
months has to be seen. India’s neighbours, ever
playing India against China, would have taken
away their own messages from the four days.In
the larger diplomatic arena, one of the factors
underpinning the India-US relationship, and India’s
importance as a member of the Quad, is its
perceived role as a counterweight to China in the
Indian Ocean Region. From Taiwan to Tokyo,
Canberra to Washington, this India-Pakistan
encounter is being studied for its wider implications
in the Asia-Pacific domain.Many of India’s friends
in the West counselled restraint and dialogue with
Pakistan; there was no condemnation of Pakistan
for enabling terrorism. India’s efforts to turn the
IMF into the UN Security Council failed to prevent
approval of another tranche of its bailout package to
Pakistan. The US statement of solidarity with India

after the terrorist attack changed to equivocation on
India and Pakistan. As the conflict began, the US’s
initial hands-off “this is none of our business”
approach turned within hours to outright
“mediation”. According to some reports, the
turning point was India’s hit on Chaklala. Other
reports speak of Pakistan signalling that it was
preparing to bring out its nuclear arsenal.In his book
India’s Pakistan Conundrum, Managing a Complex
Relationship, Sharat Sabharwal, who was the High
Commissioner to Pakistan in the difficult post-
26/11 years, made an observation about the future
of'the relationship from the experiences of the past:
“Being neighbours, India and Pakistan cannot wish
each other away. When they have not been talking
across the table, they have often done so through
guns. Each time guns become too loud, it has
brought the intervention of influential countries to
defuse the situation”.This is how the Kargil war
ended, how the standoff in 2019 was resolved. And
it is how the rapidly escalating conflict between the
two neighbours was called off in the afternoon of
May 10. In a final flourish, Trump, who is yet to
taste success in his effort to end Russia’s war in
Ukraine, was the first to announce the ceasefire
with a post on his Truth Social and his role in it, not
officials of the two sides. For good measure, he also
threw in an offer to help bring about a resolution to
the Kashmir issue.If Pakistan’s intention was to
draw international attention to Kashmir, last week’s
conflict has achieved that. It has also reversed years
of diplomatic efforts by Delhi to de-hyphenate itself
from Pakistan, especially after making
constitutional changes in Jammu & Kashmir and
abolishing its “special status.
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Sensex, Nifty Open Higher
After Inflation Cools, Geo-
Political Tensions Ease

Mumbai. The Indian frontline indices opened in the
green on Wednesday after retail inflation hit multi-
year low and geo-political tensions eased.

At around 9:25 am, Sensex was up 414 points or 0.51
per cent at 81,562 and Nifty was up 136 points or
0.55 per cent at 24,712.Buying was seen in the
midcap and smallcap stocks. Nifty midcap 100 index
was up 510 points or 0.92 per cent at 56,030 and
Nifty smallcap 100 index was up 132 points or 0.78
per cent at 17,035.0n the sectoral front, all indices
were trading in the green. Auto, IT, PSU bank,
FMCG, metal, energy, infra and PSE were major
gainers.“After a positive opening, Nifty can find
support at 24,500 followed by 24,400 and 24,300. On
the higher side, 24,700 can be an immediate
resistance, followed by 24,800 and 24,850," said
Hardik Matalia from Choice Broking.

In the Sensex pack, Tata Steel, Bharti Airtel, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, Eternal, HCL Tech, M&amp;M,
Bajaj Finserv, L&amp;T, TCS, SBI and NTPC were
major gainers. On the other hand, Tata Motors, Asian
Paints, Indusind Bank, HUL, Nestle and Kotak
Mabhindra Bank were major losers.

Earlier, India’s retail inflation fell to 3.16 per cent in
April from 3.34 per cent in March, to its lowest level
since July 2019.“With crude oil prices sharply
easing, domestic demand softer, and food prices
contained, we expect the RBI to cut rates
aggressively,” said Devarsh Vakil, Head of Prime
Research at HDFC Securities.The Asian stock
markets were trading in a mixed zone. Hong Kong,
Shanghai, Seoul and Jakarta were in the green, while
Japan and Bangkok were in the red.The US markets
closed in the mixed zone on Tuesday. Main index
Dow Jones ended in the red and technology index
Nasdaq closed higher for a second straight day after
softer-than-expected inflation numbers.

The foreign institutional investors (FIIs) sold equities
worth Rs 476 crore on May 13, while domestic
institutional investors (DIIs) extended their buying
on the third day as they bought equities of Rs 4,273
crore on the same day.

Don't just look rich': CA
shares 7 habits to build
lasting wealth

New Delhi. In today’s fast-paced world, where
headlines scream about recessions, market
volatility, and inflation, it’s easy to get caught up in
the idea of flashy spending and trying to "look" rich.
But true wealth isn’t about showing off — it’s about
building a solid foundation that can withstand
anything life throws at you and is about making your
money work for you.CA Nitin Kaushik, recently
shared a social media post on how to thrive
financially, even during uncertain times.

He wrote on X, “Most people hustle for money. But the
real flex? Making your money hustle for YOU.”He
gave seven practical, no-nonsense habits that will
help you build lasting wealth and financial
independence.Kaushik shared, “2 months’ salary
saved = No more end-of-month panic, Emergency
fund (3-6 months) = Job loss? Medical bills? You’re
covered, 5-7% for luxury guilt-free = Life’s short,
buy the damn shoes (within limits).”He explained
that the first step to financial freedom is breaking the
paycheck-to-paycheck cycle. By saving two
months' worth of your salary, you’ll ensure you're
not always one emergency away from financial
panic. This safety net will give you the confidence to
handle unexpected expenses without stress.Next,
Kaushik advised to having a safety cushion, which
should cover you for 3 to 6 months in case of a job
loss, medical emergency, or any unforeseen event.
Put this money in a high-interest fixed deposit,
liquid mutual fund, or a sweep-in account. Whether
it's a job loss or a medical emergency, you’ll have
peace of mind knowing you’re covered.

He also suggesting setting aside 5-7% of your income
for guilt-free spending. This could be on travel,
hobbies, or things that make you happy. The key is to
enjoy life without derailing your financial goals.

GRSE, Cochin Shipyard,
Mazagon Dock shares rise

up to 17%: Good time to
buy

New Delhi. Several defence stocks surged sharply on
Wednesday, led by strong gains in public-sector
shipbuilders. Shares of Cochin Shipyard, Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE), and
Mazagon Dock jumped as much as 17% in early
trade, lifting the Nifty India Defence index over 4%.

At 12:17 pm, shares of Cochin Shipyard were trading
10.37% higher at Rs 1,740.80, while GRSE was
trading 15.92% higher at 2,220. Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders was also up over 5%.The rally reflects
renewed investor confidence in the sector, driven by
a confluence of robust earnings, order visibility, and
sustained policy support for indigenisation.The
shipyard stocks have been on a steady climb for
weeks. Mazagon Dock has gained nearly 20% over
the past month, while niche defence firms such as
Paras Defence and Data Patterns have soared up to
42% during the same period.According to Axis
Securities, the recent spike in defence shares has
been fuelled by expectations of fresh orders
following India’s military skirmish with Pakistan.
The escalation, the brokerage noted, has highlighted
the strength of India’s homegrown weaponry and
bolstered the case for increased
procurement.Antique Stock Broking, in a separate
note, projected a threefold jump in order inflows for
listed defence shipyards by FY27, as the Defence
Acquisition Council’s approvals worth Rs 8.45 lakh
crore begin to materialise. GRSE, one of the standout
performers in the current rally, reported a net profit of
Rs 527 crore for FY25, up 48% from the previous
year. The company posted a record Rs 244 crore
profit in the March quarter alone—more than double
its performance a year ago.The stock has gained 34%
this year and is up 125% over the last twelve months.
The management remains confident of sustaining
this growth, citing a strong pipeline of orders.

New Delhi.

Lowest In 13 Months: India's WPI

Inflation Eases To

New Delhi: India's Wholesale
Price Index (WPI) inflation
eased at 13-month's low to
0.85% for the month of April
2025 as compared to the same
period last year, official data
have shown.

e SN

New Delhi. India's Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) inflation eased at 13-month's low
to 0.85% for the month of April 2025 as
compared to the same period last year,
official data have shown."The annual rate
of inflation based on all India Wholesale
Price Index (WPI) number is 0.85%
(provisional) for the month of April, 2025
(over April, 2024). Positive rate of
inflation in April, 2025 is primarily due to
increase in prices of manufacture of food

—
—

products, other manufacturing,
chemicals and chemical products,
manufacture of other transport
equipment and manufacture of
machinery and equipment etc," Ministry
of Commerce & Industry release
said.The index for Primary Articles
decreased by 0.11% to 184.4
(provisional) in April, 2025 from 184.6
(provisional) for the month of March,
2025. Price of crude petroleum & natural

FN
» -

gas (-5.31%) and non-food articles (-
1.78%) decreased in April, 2025 as
compared to March, 2025. The price of
minerals (7.81%) and food articles
(0.36%) increased in April, 2025 as
compared to March, 2025.The index for
Fuel & Power decreased by 2.82% to
148.1 (provisional) in April, 2025 from
152.4 (provisional) for the month of
March, 2025. Price of mineral oils (-
3.95%) and electricity (-1.38%)

0.85% In April 2025

decreased in April, 2025 as compared to
March, 2025. The price of coal (0.22%)
increased in April, 2025 as compared to
March, 2025.The index for
Manufactured Products increased by
0.35% to 144.9 (Provisional) in April,
2025 from 144.4 (Provisional) for the
month of March, 2025. Out of the 22 NIC
two-digit groups for manufactured
products, 16 groups witnessed an
increase in prices, 5 groups witnessed a
decrease in prices and 1 group witnessed
no change in prices. Some of the
important groups that showed month-
over-month increase in prices were
manufacture of basic metals; chemicals
and chemical products; fabricated metal
products, except machinery and
equipment; machinery and equipment
and other manufacturing etc. Some of the
groups that witnessed a decrease in prices
were manufacture of textiles;
pharmaceuticals, medicinal chemical and
botanical products; paper and paper
products; wearing apparel and printing
and reproduction of recorded media etc in

NDA vs UPA: Who Controlled Retail Inflation
Better Modi Govt's Strategy Explained

PM Narendra Modi-led
NDA government had done a much
better job in controlling retail inflation
— especially in food and fuel —
compared to the UPA era. According
to a post by BJP leader Amit Malviya
on the X social media platform,
“double-digit inflation (over 10 per
cent) seen during the UPA era is no
longer a concern, reflecting effective
governance and price control in the
past decade”.“Since 2014, retail
inflation has not crossed 8 per cent, in
contrast to the UPA’s 2004—14 average
of 8.1 per cent, with 10.4 per cent
during 2009-14,” he mentioned, citing
the official data. On the other hand,
from January 2012 to April 2014 period
during the UPA government, inflation
was above 9 per cent in 22 out of 28
months, hitting double digits nine
times.Malviya, the BJP Information
Technology cell chief, pointed out that
retail inflation in April 2025 fell to 3.16

Explained:

per cent, the lowest in nearly 6 years,
continuing a downward trend. For FY
2024-25, retail inflation was 4.6 per

cent, the lowest since 2018-19,
marking three consecutive years of
decline.“Overall, the data indicates
better inflation control, especially in
food and fuel, under the NDA
government compared to the UPA era,”
he observed. The BJP-led NDA
government had succeeded in
containing inflation with the
implementation of concrete steps such

Why RBI is

as PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
which provides more than 80 crore
citizens with free rations (extended till
2029), ‘Bharat’ brands launched for
retail sale of cereals and pulses at
affordable rates through NAFED,
NCCF and Kendriya Bhandar.

Besides, under the Price Stabilisation
Fund, a dynamic buffer stock of pulses
is maintained and calibrated release of
stocks from the buffer is done to ensure
the availability and affordability of
pulses to consumers. The government
is continuously offloading the wheat
and rice from the central pool under
Open Market Sale Scheme to augment
availability in the market and control
retail prices.As far as fuels are
concerned, the LPG subsidy and the
price of cylinders has been reduced to
benefit both PM Ujjwala and regular
consumers, prices of non-subsidised
LPG were reduced by Rs 100 per 14.2
kg cylinder, effective March 9,2024.

reviewing

EV wallets after BluSmart collapse

The central bank has initiated informal
discussions with EV charging point
operators and other app-based service
providers to assess potential
consumer risks tied to such platforms.

New Delhi. The Reserve Bank of India

is closely examining digital wallets
used by electric-vehicle platforms,
following the abrupt collapse of
BluSmart, which left thousands of
users unable to access funds stored in
its app wallet, reported Bloomberg
News.According to people familiar
with the matter, the central bank has
initiated informal discussions with EV
charging point operators and other
app-based service providers to assess
potential consumer risks tied to such
platforms.The trigger was the financial
distress faced by users who had loaded
money into BluSmart’s so-called

closed-loop wallet—a payment
mechanism that allows transactions
only within the app’s own
ecosystem.Unlike open-system
wallets regulated under RBI's
purview,

closed-loop wallets

currently operate in a grey area, with
limited oversight. This lack of direct
regulation makes them especially
vulnerable when a platform goes bust.

In BluSmart’s case, users were informed

last month that it could take up to 90
days to recover their prepaid balances.

The delay, coupled with the company’s
broader financial troubles and alleged
fraud, has put a spotlight on the
growing but loosely regulated use of
such wallets within India’s digital
services landscape—particularly in
the EV space.Sources told
Bloomberg that the RBI is now
considering a set of policy
options. Among them:
mandatory escrow accounts to
ringfence consumer funds, and
possibly extending elements of
the existing Prepaid Payment
Instruments (PPI) framework to
larger closed-loop wallets.
These measures would be
similar to those already in place
for payment aggregators.No
formal stance has been announced yet.
However, a move toward tighter rules
could reshape how app-based
businesses handle customer funds,
especially in sectors where prepaid
models are central to user engagement.

April, 2025 as compared to March, 2025.

Microsoft To Lay Off Over
6,000 Employees In Largest
Job Cuts Since 2023

New Delhi. Microsoft is gearing up for another
round of job cuts. This is set to affect around 3 per
cent of its global workforce. This means more
than 6,000 employees across various roles and
regions could be let go. It’s the company’s
biggest round of layoffs since it slashed 10,000
jobs in 2023.The move comes as even strong-
performing tech companies are cutting
jobs—just last week, cybersecurity firm
CrowdStrike said it would lay off S per cent of its
staff, showing how workforce reductions are
becoming more common across the
industry.While Microsoft hasn’t shared details
about which roles or departments were impacted.
The tech giant said the layoffs are part of its long-
term plan to stay flexible and focused on areas
like Al cloud computing, and evolving customer
demands.Microsoft is still in strong financial
shape and reported a 25.8 billion dollars net
income for the quarter ending in April and

beating analyst expectations. It also shared a
positive outlook for the near future. However, the
company says the restructuring is aimed at
cutting down on management layers and
improving efficiency—similar to what Amazon
recently did when it trimmed jobs, pointing to
“unnecessary layers” in its operations.

The layoffs also align with changes in how
Microsoft handles employee performance.
According to documents reviewed by Business
Insider, the company has introduced a two-year
rehire ban for workers let go due to performance-
related issues.Microsoft has also introduced a
new “good attrition” metric to track and
encourage the exit of underperforming
employees. The approach is similar to Amazon’s
controversial “unregretted attrition” model and
reflects Microsoft’s focus on stricter
performance management.

Tata Motors share price target: Stock plunges
2% post Q4 Results; what Nuvama said

Despite announcing a final
dividend of Rs 6 per share,
the brokerage firm Nuvama
downgraded Tata Motors'
rating, citing challenges like
the discontinuation of
Juguar models, market
share loss in China, and US
tariffs.

New Delhi. Tata Motors shares on
Wednesday (May 14) dropped nearly 2
percent sharply after the automobile
major declared its Q4 2024-25 Results on
Tuesday. In its January-March quarter
results, the company reported a 51 per
cent decline in consolidated net profit.
The stock traded at Rs 695.65 per equity
share at 12:10 pm.Tata Motors’ Board of
Directors have recommended a final
dividend of Rs 6/- per share subject to

TATA MOTORS

Connecting Aspirations

profit stood at Rs 28,149 crore, while it
was Rs 31,807 crore in 2023-24. The total
revenue in the previous financial year
was recorded at Rs 4,39,695 crore, as
compared to Rs4,34,016 crore in FY24.

Tata Motors noted that tariffs and related
geopolitical actions are making the
operating environment uncertain and
challenging.

Commenting on the Tata Motors quarterly
results, PB Balaji, Group Chief Financial
Officer, Tata Motors said: “Despite
external headwinds, Tata Motors
sustained its strong performance in
FY25, delivering its highest ever
revenues and PBT(bei). On a
consolidated basis the automotive
business is now debt-free, reducing
interest costs. This is both pleasing and

approval by the shareholders.Brokerage
firm Nuvama has maintained a Reduce
rating on Tata Motors shares after Q4
results 2025. The firm has recommended
a share price target of Rs 670. It had
earlier setatarget of Rs 720.

Nuvama said that Tata Motors faces major

challenges due to “discontinuance of
‘Jaguar’ models, loss of market share in
China and tariff implementation in US”.

Tata Motors Q4 2024-15 Results

In its regulatory filing, Tata Motors

mentioned a 51 percent drop in
consolidated net profit to Rs 8,556 crore
in the last quarter of FY25 as compared to
the net profit of Rs 17,528 crore in the
same quarter of the previous fiscal
year.Total revenue from operations: Rs
1,19,503 crore in January-March quarter,
while it was Rs 1,19,033 crore in the
same quarter of 2023-24.For the 2024-25
fiscal year, Tata Motors’ consolidated net

significant as it reflects healthy business
fundamentals delivered by a resilient
team. Drawing strength from it, in this
environment of heightened uncertainty,
we will remain agile, proactively drive
our growth agenda, reduce our cash
breakeven further whilst continuing to
invest in our future. With the
shareholders also approving the
demerger, we are on track to realise the
full potential of each of the businesses.”
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'Have Pahalgam terrorists been found?' CPM
leader questions Operuhon Sindoor

New Delhi. Communist Party of India

achievement.

He added that those in

India Reminds China Of The
"Undeniable Reality" Of
Arunachal Pradesh

New Delhi. India has once again issued a strong
rebuttal to China's attempts to rename certain

Communist Party Of
India (Marxist) Rajya
Sabha MP Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharya,
during an interview,
questioned if the
goals of Operation
Sindoor have been
achieved. He asked if
any terrorist involved

in the Pahalgam
terror attack had

died.

His comments, made during an interview

(Marxist) Rajya Sabha MP and senior
advocate Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharya
has questioned the goals and
consequences of Operation Sindoor, a
military operation carried out by Indian
armed forces in retaliation against the
Pahalgam terror attack. He asked if India
had found a single terrorist and if any
terrorist involved in the Pahalgam attack
had died during the operation.

with Aaj Tak Bangla, have sparked a
political controversy, considering the
support from all Indian political parties
for the government's actions against Pakistan.

Bhattacharya questioned whether Operation

Sindoor had actually achieved its goals. He said
that everyone had a question in their mind about
the location of the terrorist bases, adding that
while India claimed to have destroyed terrorist
bases, Pakistan said it they were civilian areas.
He said that this distinction needed to be
clarified, adding that otherwise it would
resemble "Israel's justification of its actions by

labelling Palestinians as terrorists".
When asked about the Indian Army's claim that it
had destroyed nine terror camps in Pakistan and

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, Bhattacharya
questioned whether India had found a single
terrorist. He pointed out that even the official
statements mentioned only family members
had been killed.

He argued that if someone was identified as a
terrorist, but their wife and mother were killed
in their absence, it could not be considered an

power must take respons1b|hty
Bhattacharya, who is also a former Mayor
of Kolkata, further said that the Indian
Army claims it has destroyed targets. "I
will believe our army. But Pakistan says
civilians were killed. We should not
mistrust anyone without facts. Has any
terrorist involved in the Pahalgam attack
died? Have any of them been caught? If
I'm a militant, it doesn't mean my family is
militant. These are acts against humanity,"
he said.
On being asked if his statements questioned
the Indian Army's actions, Bhattacharya
said, "What the Army is claiming may have
justification, but what were the results? They
think they destroyed 10 places - that needs to be
assessed.

We still demand answers about who was behind

the Pahalgam incident. I haven't seen any
analysis of what led to Pulwama either. If such
incidents keep happening, and we just respond
by bombing some locations and claiming
success, thatisn'tareal achievement.”

Anti-terror agency arrests 2
accused of 2024 Manipur village
murder, arson case

New Delhi. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has
arrested two persons belonging to banned militant
groups for their involvement in the brutal killing of a
woman and burning and looting of houses by armed
militants in Zairawn village in Jiribam district of
Manipur in November last year, officials said.

Accused Nongthombam Meiraba, who hails from
Bishnupur district and belongs to the proscribed
insurgent group United National Liberation Front
(UNLF), was involved in the actual shooting of the
woman, identified as Zosangkim.The other accused,
Sagolsem Sanatomba of Thoubal district, was a member
of the Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup (KYKL), another
insurgent outfit in Manipur, and was part of the team
involved in the carnage.The two accused are in NIA
custody till May 17 in the case, in which investigations
are continuing.

Former Defence Secretary
Ajay Kumar Appointed UPSC
Chairman

New Delhi. Former defence secretary Ajay Kumar was
on Tuesday appointed chairman of the UPSC,
according to a Union Personnel Ministry order.

The post of Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)
chairman fell vacant after the completion of Preeti
Sudan's tenure on April 29.Mr Kumar's appointment

was cleared by President Droupadi Murmu, according
to the order. A 1985-batch retired Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer of the Kerala cadre, Mr Kumar
worked as defence secretary from August 23, 2019, to
October 31,2022, according to his service records.

The UPSC -- which conducts civil services examinations
to select officers for the IAS, Indian Foreign Service
(IFS) and the Indian Police Service (IPS), among others
-- is headed by a chairman and can have a maximum of
10 members.At present, there is a vacancy of two
members in the commission.A UPSC chairman is
appointed for a term of six years or until attaining 65
years of age.

‘Creative naming can't alter reality: India

rejects China's Arunachal renaming

New Delhi. India firmly rejected
China’s latest attempt to rename
several locations in Arunachal
Pradesh, reiterating that the state
remains an integral part of the
country. This comes two days |
after China’s Civil Aviation
Ministry on May 11-12 released
new names for 27 locations in !
Arunachal Pradesh in another
attempt to assert claims over
Indian territory.

In a strongly worded statement, the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
said on Tuesday, “We have noticed that
China has persisted with its vain and
preposterous attempts to name places
in the Indian state of Arunachal
Pradesh.”

The MEA added. “Consistent with our

|

principled position, we reject such
attempts categorically. Creative
naming will not alter the undeniable
reality that Arunachal Pradesh was, is,
and will always remain an integral and
inalienable part of India.”

The MEA’s reaction comes after China’s
repetitive attempt to assert its claim on
Arunachal Pradesh.Earlier in April

2024, China had released a fourth
list of 30 new names of various
places along the line of actual
control (LAC) in India's
northeastern state of Arunachal
Pradesh last year in 2024. This was
not the first time China tried to
rename places inside Indian
territory.Chinareleased a list of so-
called 'standardised' geographical
names in Arunachal Pradesh,
which Beijing recognises as Zangnan,
state-run Global Times reported. The
30 places renamed by Bejing include
12 mountains, four rivers, one lake,
one mountain pass, 11 residential areas
and a piece of land. Apart from the list
of names, the Chinese ministry also
shared detailed latitude and longitude
and a high-resolution map of the areas.

INS Vikrant-led 36-ship armada was
in position to hit Karachi: Sources

New Delhi.In a significant escalation of The deployment included seven

maritime readiness, the Indian Navy
deployed 36 frontline naval assets,
including INS Vikrant and several
submarines, near Karachi during
Operation Sindoor, according to
sources. This marked a sharp contrast
to the six warships mobilised during
the 1971 operations targeting
the city.

Following the recent terror
attack in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam in which
26 people were killed, India
launched a tri-pronged
pressure strategy on Pakistan. =5
The Navy was placed on high
alert, prompting Pakistan to
issue NAVAREA warnings
amid fears of a possible naval
strike.

At the heart of the deployment was the
Carrier Battle Group INS Vikrant,
sources said, accompanied by 8 to 10
warships, forward deployed into the
Arabian Sea. This marked one of the
Indian Navy’s largest real-time
operational movements outside routine
peacetime exercises,

destroyers equipped with BrahMos
missiles, Medium-Range Surface-to-
Air Missiles (MRSAM), and
Varunastra heavyweight torpedoes,
capable of engaging surface, aerial,
and underwater threats. Also in

position were seven stealth guided-

missile frigates, including the newly
inducted INS Tushil, forming a
formidable naval wall off the western
coast.An estimated six submarines
operated in close coordination below
the surface, adding a stealth component
to India's maritime posture. The
operation also saw participation from
fast attack crafts and missile boats,

bringing the total number of assets to
around 36—outnumbering the
Pakistan Navy, which currently fields
fewer than 30 warships.

Pakistan’s naval fleet reportedly

remained confined within Karachi
harbour, unable to respond effectively
due to the Indian Navy’s
overwhelming presence. The
heightened risk even led to
international commercial vessels
re-routing to avoid the tense
waters around Karachi.The Indian
armed forces launched Operation
Sindoor on May 7 to avenge the
Pahalgam attack where 26 people -
mostly tourists — were killed.
Subsequently, the two countries
were involved in military actions
against each other. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh told an all-
party meeting on May 8 that at least
100 hardcore terrorists and their
associates were killed in Indian strikes
on terror sites in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied-Kashmir (PoK) under the
ongoing Operation Sindoor. The two
neighbouring countries reached an
understanding for ceasefire on May 10.

How can we just pack up and
leave, ask Madrasi Camp

residents

NEW DELHI, “This has been our home for sixty years

now. How can we just pack up and leave all of a
sudden?” said 67-year-old Lakshmi Sunil, who moved
to Jangpura’s Madrasi camp as a young child.In an
order on May 9, the Delhi High Court directed the
Delhi government’s Public Works Department to
begin demolishing the camp, inhabited mostly by
migrants from Tamil Nadu, starting from June 1.

“The rehabilitation of the Madrasi Camp dwellers is
essential for the de-clogging of the Barahpullah drain.
None of the dwellers can claim any rights beyond the
right of rehabilitation, as the land is public land which
is encroached upon,” the court said in its order. Of the
370 families residing in the area, only 189 have been
found eligible for rehabilitation under the Delhi Slum
and Jhuggi Jhopri Rehabilitation and Relocation
Policy, 2015.The remaining families will be rendered
homeless.A solemn mood prevailed in the camp on
Tuesday as residents pondered their uncertain future.
A group of elderly women, most of whose families did
not make the cut for rehabilitation, had gathered near
the entrance to the camp to discuss the matter. “We
have built this community from scratch over the
decades. We do not know any other way of life,” said a
distraught Rani.Most of the women in the camp work
as domestic help in the more affluent localities nearby.
“We have no choice but to remain in this area. But how
are we to pay 10,000 rupees as rent if we earn less than
that?” she asks.

places in Arunachal Pradesh, which Beijing
refers to as "Zangnan," or the southern part of
Tibet. The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA),
responding to a fresh round of Chinese place-
naming initiatives, dismissed the exercise as
futile and reiterated India's stance on the status
ofthe state.

"We have noticed that China has persisted with its

vain and preposterous attempts to name places in
the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh," MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal stated on
Wednesday. "Consistent with our principled
position, we reject such attempts categorically.
Creative naming will not alter the undeniable
reality that Arunachal Pradesh was, is, and will
always remain an integral and inalienable part of
India," the External Affairs ministry said in a
statement.

China, which claims Arunachal Pradesh as part of

its territory, has often released maps with several
places within the northeastern state renamed. In
2024, China released a list of 30 new names of
various places in Arunachal Pradesh, which
India categorically rejected. The boundary
dispute between India and China over Arunachal
Pradesh has been a longstanding source of
friction. The region shares a border with China's
Tibet Autonomous Region. Beijing claims the
state as part of historical Tibet, while New Delhi
has administered it as an integral part of India
since independence in 1947 and the subsequent
consolidation of its northeast.

The territorial dispute over Arunachal Pradesh

has, in recent years, been accompanied by
concerns over the use of water resources in the
region. At the centre of these concerns is China's
decision to construct what is expected to be the
world's largest hydroelectric dam on the Yarlung
Tsangpo river in Tibet's Medog County-just
before the river bends and flows into India as the
Siang, and later becomes the Brahmaputra in
Assam,

BSF Soldier, Detained By Pakistan
Rangers On April 23, Handed Over

To India
New Delhi.

Purnam Kumar Shaw, a Border
Security Force (BSF) personnel detained by
Pakistan Rangers after he inadvertently crossed
the International Border last month, was handed
over to Indian authorities at the check post in
Attari today."Today BSF Jawan Purnam Kumar
Shaw, who had been in the custody of Pakistan
Rangers since 23 April 2025, was handed over to
India at about 1030 hours through the Joint
Check Post Attari, Amritsar. The handover was
conducted peacefully and in accordance with
established protocols," the Border Security
Force said in a statement. The 40-year-old BSF
man, posted in Punjab's Firozpur, crossed the
border inadvertently on April 23, a day after the
heinous terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam left 26 innocents dead. The terror
attack led to heightened tension on the border
and his return was delayed.BSF is tasked with
guarding the 3,323-km India-Pakistan border,
from Jammu and Kashmir to Gujarat. Incidents
of BSF personnel crossing over mistakenly
during patrols are common and are usually
sorted out through a flag meeting. Due to
tensions on the border, Pakistan had not been
responding to requests for such a meeting for Mr
Shaw's release, officials had said. "Pakistan is
not responding because of ongoing tension after
the Pahalgam attack, but we have lodged our
protest with the Pak Rangers and are making all
efforts to bring back the jawan," an officer said,
according toan ANI report.

Purnam Kumar Shaw was in his uniform and

carrying his service rifle when he crossed into
Pakistan. The 40-year-old has been with the BSF
for 17 years now. He is from West Bengal's
Hooghly.Days after he was detained in Pakistan,
Mr Sahu's pregnant wife Rajani, his seven-year-
old son and other family members flew to
Chandigarh.

Global Community Recognises Pak As

India

"Epicentre Of Terrorlsm

e
.The Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson,
Randhir Jaiswal, said that
numerous foreign leaders
have acknowledged India's
right to defend itself and
protect its citizens,
emphasising that the
epicentre of terrorism is in
Pakistan.

yE=h
New Delhi. The Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson, Randhir Jaiswal,
on Tuesday stated that the global
community has shown a clear
understanding of India's plight and
recognised that the Pahalgam terrorist
attack targeted Indian tourists and that the

He said that numerous foreign

epicentre of terrorism lies
across the border in Pakistan.

leaders have acknowledged
India's right to defend itself and
protect its citizens, emphasising
that the epicentre of terrorism is
in Pakistan.While addressing a
question of India and Pakistan
‘hyphenation,' Mr Jaiswal,
while addressing the MEA
briefing, said, "There is
widespread understanding in
the world that Indian tourists were the
victims of terrorism at Pahalgam and
that the epicentre of terrorism is across
the border in Pakistan. A number of
foreign leaders, in their conversations
with Indian counterparts. recognised
India's right to defend itself and protect

its people.”

He added, "l also draw your attention to the
UN Security Council press statement of
25th April, which states that - 'there is a
need to uphold perpetrators, organisers,
financiers and sponsors of this

reprehensible act of terrorism

accountable and bring them to justice.
They further stressed that those
responsible for these killings should be
held accountable."

Mr Jaiswal also spoke about the abeyance
of the Indus Water Treaty (IWT) and
highlighted that while the treaty was

originally founded on the principles of

goodwill and friendship, "Pakistan held
these principles in abeyance by its
promotion of cross-border terrorism."
"After the CCS (Cabinet Committee on
Security) decision, the

Indus Water

Treaty has been put in abeyance. |
would also like to take you back a
little. The IWT was concluded in the
spirit of goodwill and friendship as
specified in the preamble of the
treaty. However, Pakistan has held
these principles in abeyance by its
promotion of cross-border terrorism
for several decades now. Now, as per
the CCS decision, India will keep the
treaty in abeyance until Pakistan
credibly and irrevocably abjures its
support for cross-border terrorism.
Please note that climate change,
demographic shifts and technological
changes have created new realities on the
ground as well," Mr Jaiswal said.Mr
Jaiswal, during the press briefing, also
stated that Pakistan's attempt to escape
the consequences of its actions is futile,
given its long history of supporting
terrorism. He highlighted that the
terrorist infrastructure sites destroyed by
India were responsible for the deaths of
not only Indians but also many other
innocents around the world.
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Leo XIV's First Instagram
Post From Official Pope
Account. What He Said

Pope Leo XIV made his social media debut on Tuesday
(May 13), with a first Instagram post, featuring
photos from the first days of his pontificate. He
borrowed words from his first public address at the
Urbi et Orbi after his election on May 8, and wrote:
"Peace be with you all!""This is the first greeting
spoken by the Risen Christ, the Good Shepherd. I
would like this greeting of peace to resound in your
hearts, in your families, and among all people,
wherever they may be, in every nation and
throughout the world," he added.Pope Leo XIV has
chosen "to maintain an active social media presence
through the official papal accounts on X and
Instagram," according to a press release from the
Dicastery for Communication on Tuesday.

The late Pope Francis maintained an active presence on
social media platforms - Instagram and X (formerly
Twitter), sharing excerpts from his speeches and
images from public events.These posts offered
"near-daily accompaniment throughout Pope
Francis' pontificate with short messages of an
evangelical nature and exhortations in favor of peace,
social justice, and care for creation", said the press
release.Pope Francis' posts will be archived in a
special section of the Holy See's institutional website.

Pope Benedict XVI was the first Pope to open a social
media account, sending the first papal tweet on
December 12, 2012.Chicago-born Robert Francis
Prevost is the first American pope in history, but is
considered as much a cardinal from Latin America
because of the many years he spent as a missionary in
Peru.Robert Francis, 69, chose his papal name with
the help of artificial intelligence (AI). He also said
that his name references Pope Leo XIII, who
presided over the church at the dawn of the industrial
revolution."I chose to take the name Leo XIV. There
are different reasons for this, but mainly because
Pope Leo XIII in his historic Encyclical Rerum
Novarum addressed the social question in the context
of the first great industrial revolution," said the pope,
according to the Vatican's translation of his speech.

Armed Gang Tries To Kidnap
Crypto CEQ's Daughter,
Grandson In Paris

Paris.The daughter and grandson of a French
cryptocurrency entrepreneur narrowly escaped a
kidnap attempt by armed men in Paris on Tuesday in
the latest attack on a crypto trader in the French capital,
police said.Four masked men attacked a couple and
their child in the French capital's 11th district, police
sources told AFP. All three suffered light injuries and
were taken to hospital. According to video footage,
three masked men jumped out of a van and tried to
force the woman and her child into the vehicle, the
sources said. They beat the woman's partner who tried
to intervene. The woman resisted, grabbing one of the
attackers' handguns and throwing it away, police said,
and the screams of the victims eventually attracted
passers-by.The attackers fled in a van which was
found closeby.

The woman is the daughter of the CEO and co-founder
of Paymium, a French cryptocurrency exchange
platform.Tuesday's events follow the abduction in
January of a French crypto boss David Balland and his
partner.Balland, co-founder of the Ledger crypto firm,
had his finger cut off by the kidnappers.At least nine
suspects have since been detained, including the
alleged mastermind.In May, attackers kidnapped a
man to force his crypto-millionaire son to pay a
ransom. Police arrested seven people after a raid to
free the man.

Menendez Brothers, Jailed
For Killing Parents,
Resentenced

United States.Lyle and Erik Menendez, who have
spent more than three decades behind bars for the
grisly shotgun murders of their parents in the family's
luxury Beverly Hills home, could soon walk free after
a judge on Tuesday reduced their life sentences.The
ruling came after an emotional court hearing in Los
Angeles during which the men took full responsibility
for the 1989 double killing."I do believe they've done
enough over the last 35 years that one day they should
get that chance" to be freed, Judge Michael Jesic said,
delivering a ruling that makes the men eligible for
parole.Jesic reduced the men's original sentences of
life without the possibility of parole, to a term of 50
years to life. The time they have already spent behind
bars means they are already eligible to apply for
parole, with a hearing scheduled for next month.

The pair have spent two years trying to get their
sentences reduced, with a public campaign bolstered
by celebrity support from the likes of Kim Kardashian
and supercharged by the hit Netflix miniseries
"Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story."

Blockbuster trials in the 1990s heard how the men killed
Jose and Kitty Menendez in their Beverly Hills
mansion, in what prosecutors said was a cynical
attempt to get their hands on a large family fortune.

After setting up alibis and trying to cover their tracks,
the men shot Jose Menendez five times with shotguns,
including in the kneecaps.Kitty Menendez died from
a shotgun blast as she tried desperately to crawl away
from her killers.The brothers initially blamed the
deaths on a mafia hit, but changed their story several
times in the ensuing months.Erik, then 18, confessed
to the murders in a session with his therapist, and the
pair ultimately claimed they had acted in self-defense
after years of emotional and sexual abuse at the hands
of a tyrannical father.On Tuesday, Lyle Menendez,
now aged 57, addressed the court via videolink,
admitting he had murdered his parents.

"Tkilled my mom and dad. I make no excuses. I take full
responsibility," he said, according to reporters who
were in court.His brother, Erik, 54, told the court he
had been wrong to take the law into his own hands and
said his actions were cruel and cowardly.

"I have no excuse, no justification. I take full
responsibility," he said. "I reached out to my brother
for help and convinced him that we couldn't escape.

Chinag, US Slash Sweeping Tariffs On
Each Other, But Is The Trade War Over

Washington.After days of high-level
negotiations, the trade standoff between the
United States and China temporarily
paused on Wednesday, with two of the
world's largest economies slashing
sweeping tariffs on each others' goods for
90 days. Washington and Beijing had
agreed this week to pause the brutal trade
war that has roiled global markets and
international supply chains.

As part of the negotiations in Geneva, the
United States has agreed to lower its tariffs
on Chinese goods to 30 per cent while
China is reducing its own to 10 per cent --
down by over 100 percentage points. The
lower duties came into effect just after
midnight in Washington on Wednesday, a
major de-escalation in trade tensions that
saw US tariffs on Chinese imports soar to

blueprint for a "very, very strong" trade
deal with China that would see Beijing's
economy "openup" to US businesses.

"We have the confines of a very, very strong
deal with China. But the most exciting part
of the deal...that's the opening up of
China to US business...One of the
things 1 think that could be most
exciting for us and also for China is
that we're trying to open up China," he
said in an interview with Fox
News.This came after both nations
held successful negotiations over the
weekend in Switzerland's capital to
find a way out of the impasse.

US-China Trade War

Trump had upended international
commerce with his sweeping tariffs
across economies, wiping billions off

tariff row with Beijing has become a Despite de-escalation in tensions, the deep

problem for US companies that rely on  sources of tension between the two global

Chinese manufacturing, with a temporary  superpowers--the fentanyl issue-- remain.

de-escalation only expected to partially  Thisresulted in the US additional tariff rate

calm the storm. being higher than China's because it
includes a 20 per cent levy over
Trump's complaints about Chinese
exports of chemicals used to make
the drug.

Washington has long accused Beijing
of turning a blind eye to the fentanyl
trade, something China denies. And
while the US said it sees room for
progress on the issue, Beijing on
Tuesday warned Washington to
"stop smearing and shifting blame"
onto it.

Analysts, meanwhile, warned that the
possibility of tariffs coming back

up to 145 per cent, to which China
responded with 125 per cent tariffs on US
imports. Trump On Trade Deal With China
ADay before the temporary truce came into
effect, US President Donald Trump on
Tuesday said Washington now has a

equities and with businesses ailing. China
was hit hardest by Trump's economic
offensive. However, unwilling to budge,
Beijing had responded with retaliatory
levies that brought tariffs on both sides well
over 100 per cent.Trump's rollercoaster

"Can't Put A Price On Creativity, But Can
Tariff 1t": Robert De Niro Slams Trump

head of this year's jury, used her orld. It usually takes six to eight weeks to climb Mount

Hollywood icon Robert De
Niro called on "everyone
who cares about liberty" to
protest against Donald

Trump.

Cannes, France.Hollywood icon Robert
De Niro lambasted "philistine" US
President Donald Trump on Tuesday
and his proposed film tariff at the
Cannes Film Festival's opening
ceremony, where he used his lifetime
achievement award speech to call for
protests.

The 81-year-old actor shared the stage at
the plush Grand Theatre Lumiere with
fellow Oscar-winning superstars like
Halle Berry, Juliette Binoche and
Quentin Tarantino to accept the award
from longtime collaborator Leonardo
DiCaprio.Trump "has cut funding and
support to the arts, humanities and
education. And now he has announced
the 100% tariff on films produced
outside the US," said De Niro, known
for films like "Taxi Driver", "Raging
Bull" and more recently "Killers of the
Flower Moon.""You can't put a price

on creativity, but apparently, you can
put a tariff on it," said De Niro, who
called on "everyone who cares about
liberty" to protest against Trump.

Organisers stress that they want to avoid

politics and focus on the films, but this
year's inclusion of movies from Gaza,
Ukraine and Iran, as well as Trump's
tariff announcement shortly before the
festival, has put more focus on the
world outside Cannes.Binoche, the

speech to pay tribute to Palestinian
photojournalist Fatma Hassona, who
was killed in an Israeli airstrike in
Gaza and is the subject of a
documentary to be shown at Cannes.

Officially Open

Tarantino, the US director who
launched his career at Cannes,
officially opened the festival, which
now runs until May 24, with a mic
drop before audiences settled in for
the opening film, French comedy
"Leave One Day."

US actor Eva Longoria, Japanese
director Hirokazu Kore-eda and US
director Sean Baker - who won the
festival's top Palme d'Or prize last
year for "Anora" - were seen on the red
carpetahead of the festival.

German model Heidi Klum wore a pink
flower petal-esque gown that trailed
quite a ways behind her - but
apparently not long enough to have her
denied entry onto the red carpet after
organisers changed the dress code
recently to ban nudity and over-the-top
trains.Berry, who is also on this year's

jury, was wearing a black-and-white
gown without a train on the red carpet
after she said earlier on Tuesday that
she had to switch her outfit choice last
minute due to the updated dress code.

Who Is Anita Anand, Canada's New
Indian-Origin Foreign Minister

Ottawa.Canadian politician Anita
Anand has been sworn in as Canada's
new foreign minister in a major
Cabinet reshuffle by Prime Minister
Mark Carney. Indian-origin Anand,
who has previously served in roles
including Canada's Defence Minister,
has replaced Melanie Joly, who had
been moved to the role of Minister of
Industry. A senior member of Canada's
Liberal Party, the 58-year-old
politician took the oath of office with
her hand on the Hindu scripture
Bhagavad Gita, a tradition she had
followed in previous Cabinet
appointments as well.

The reshuffle comes as Prime Minister
Carney rebuilds his newly elected
Liberal cabinet, which includes 28
ministers. He also introduced
secretaries of state, with an aim of
showing a fresh start from the Justin
Trudeau era. The cabinet balances

experience and diversity, with women
making up half of the government. Mr
Carney said the Cabinet was chosen to
"deliver the change Canadians want
and need," amid tense Canada-US
relations.After being sworn in to her
new role, Ms Anand took to X and
wrote, "I am honoured to be named
Canada's Minister of Foreign Affairs. I
look forward to working with Prime
Minister Mark Carney and our team to
build a safer, fairer world and deliver
for Canadians."l am honoured to be
named Canada's Minister of Foreign
Aftfairs. I look forward to working with
Prime Minister Mark Carney and our
team to build a safer, fairer world and

Ms Anand represents the Oakville East

riding in the House of Commons after
winning the 2025 federal election. She
has previously represented the Oakville
riding in the House of Commons from
2019 to 2025 and held several key

portfolios, including Minister of Public
Services and Procurement, Minister of
National Defence, Transport and
Internal Trade and President of the
Treasury Board. Ms Anand was born
on May 20, 1967, in Kentville, Nova
Scotia, to Indian immigrant doctor
parents, Saroj D Ram and SV Anand--
who moved to Canada from India in the
early 1960s. Her mother is from Punjab,
and her father is from Tamil Nadu. She
has two sisters, Gita and Sonia.

In 1985, when she was 18, Ms Anand

moved to Ontario, where she pursued
an academic degree in political science
and later completed a Bachelor of Arts
(Honours) in Jurisprudence from
Oxford University. She followed that
up with a bachelor's and a master's
degree in law from Dalhousie
University and the University of
Toronto, respectively, and over the
years.

And Beijing officials have admitted that
China's economy -- already ailing from a
protracted property crisis and sluggish
consumer spending -- is likewise being
affected by the trade uncertainty.

Trade War Not Over

into force after 90 days simply piles on
more uncertainty."Further tariff reductions
will be difficult and the risk of renewed
escalation persists," Yue Su, Principal
Economist at The Economist Intelligence
Unit, told AFP.

4 Ex-Military Friends Plan To

Climb Everest In A Week
Using Anaesthetic Gas

Everest, but four ex-military friends are planning to
accomplish it in a week. It sounds impossible, but they
hope to summit the §,849-metre peak with the help of
noble gas xenon 10.Lukas Furtenbach, CEO of
Furtenbach Adventures, said, "Before you can go to
climb Mount Everest, you need to adapt your body to
the low levels of oxygen." Xenon is sometimes used as
an anaesthetic, he mentioned.He explained that before
trekking to the base camp, you need to do several
rotations on the mountain. It means going up and down
several times to make your body used to the high
altitude.

After weeks of acclimatising, your body is ready to make

more red blood cells to carry oxygen better, and then
you can attempt to reach the top.The four men will fly
from the UK to Kathmandu and will take a helicopter
straight to the base camp. They will then try to summit
the mountain, and if they succeed, it will be the first
time anyone has done it this quickly, according to CNN.

"One side effect of using Xenon is that it triggers the

body's EPO production, and that results in an increase
ofred blood cells in the blood - and that's the same effect
that you have when you are acclimatising at real
altitude," Mr Furtenbach told CNN.

Mr Furtenbach's primary objective with this approach is

to enable climbers to reach the summit quickly, hence

decreasing the possibility of being stranded in adverse
weather conditions, avalanches, or becoming sick,
BBC reported. The UTAA (International Climbing and
Mountaineering Federation) cautioned that xenon
should be treated as a medication since it is an
anaesthetic and that using it in an unmonitored situation
may cause "impaired brain function, respiratory
compromise, and even death."It added that the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) has prohibited the
substance since 2014.Al Carns, a British lawmaker,
said he was comfortable with the risks, as were the other
members of the team, Garth Miller, Kevin Godlington,
and Anthony Stazicker, who have also had careers in the
armed services.He stated, "We're all from a military
background, very specialised elements in the military.
Our whole careers have been built around the ability to
balance risk, to take risk and mitigate it in the most
effective ways."He explained, "Xenon is only one small
section of it that probably enhances our ability by five or
10 per cent and particularly reduces the chances of high
altitude sickness or oedema, which are the big things
that will catch us out."

In Saudi Arabia, Trump Sends Message
To World: Make Deals, Forget Past

Donald Trump rejected
notions of nation-building
and pressure on human
rights that other US
presidents once championed.

world. President Donald Trump sent a
message to the world in Saudi Arabia:
make business deals and the US won't
meddle in your affairs. Trump, on the first
overseas Vvisit of his second term, praised
the country's leadership for its
modernization push and said Iran, Lebanon
and Syria all had the opportunity for a
brighter future. The Middle East would be
"defined by commerce, not chaos," he said.

Fulfilling the wishes of many of his MAGA
base, Trump rejected notions of nation-
building and pressure on human rights that
other US presidents once championed. Of

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,

— I

Trump said, "I like him a lot - I like him too

much."While Trump has signaled that
world view starting in his first term, the
speech on Tuesday laid out his vision in the
clearest terms yet after campaign promises
to end "forever wars" like the conflicts in
Iraq and Afghanistan."The so-called
nation builders wrecked far more nations
than they built and the interventionists

were intervening in complex societies that

they did not even understand themselves,"
Trump said. "In recent years, far too many
American presidents have been afflicted
with the notion that it's our job to look into
the souls of foreign leaders and use US
policy to dispense justice for their sins."It
fit with his broader willingness - staked out
during his first term as well - to deepen
relationships with leaders and political
movements past US leaders had been more
wary of, such as a closer partnership with
El Salvador's Nayib Bukele.The speech
also underscores how Trump has flipped
the script on the traditional US approach.
While he's de-emphasizing rights in

a"genocide" of farmers there.

nations like Saudi Arabia, Iran or Syria, his
administration has criticized traditional
ally Germany over its treatment of the far-
right Alternative for Germany party, and
accepted white Afrikaners from another
partner, South Africa, over what he's called

"I think what's iconoclastic about Trump is
that he doesn't really even pay lip service to
these ideals in general," said Stephen
Pomper, chief of policy at the International
Crisis Group and a National Security
Council official under former President
Barack Obama. "He's waved them away."

Successive administrations have wrestled

with the role of Saudi Arabia and other
Middle East nations with poor human
rights records. Among them was former
President Joe Biden, who backtracked
from his characterization of bin Salman
as a "pariah" for the killing of
Washington Post columnist Jamal
Khashoggi at the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul, Turkey.
Biden later abandoned his early-
administration view that the defining
battle of the world was one of democracies
versus autocracies. Trump's team has taken
that a step farther, slashing foreign aid and
proposing a State Department revamp that
would downgrade the office that oversees
democracy and human rights."President
Trump is a peacemaker, he's a dealmaker
and he's constantly putting Americans
first," State Department deputy spokesman
Tommy Pigott said in response to questions
about Trump's approach. "When we
approach foreign policy and the standards,
we're approaching that American First
perspective that allows opportunities to
pursue common interests.
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Inside the battle for
pickleball: Arvind Ramesh

Prabhoo calls for national
recognition

Pickleball, a sport still finding its footing in
India, has become the center of a dispute after
the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
(MYAS) granted national federation status to
the newly formed Indian Pickleball
Association (IPA). The decision, made on
April 25, gives IPA the authority to regulate
and promote the sport nationwide, alongside
financial backing. However, this has sparked
protests from the All India Pickleball
Association (AIPA), which has been at the
forefront of pickleball's growth in India for
nearly two decades.Established in 2007,
AIPA has a deep-rooted presence in 24 states
and believes its long-standing contributions
to the sport should have earned it the coveted
NSF status. The decision to award this
recognition to IPA, formed in November
2024 and with only a few months of history,
has raised questions of fairness and
transparency.AIPA argues that MYAS's
recognition of IPA undermines years of work
and dedication to the sport's development.
AIPA insists it has laid a solid foundation and,
with its track record, should have been the
rightful recipient of the recognition.

AIPA'S CONCERNS ABOUT FAIRNESS
AND DUE PROCESSIn an exclusive
conversation with Indiatoday.in, AIPA
President Arvind Ramesh Prabhoo expressed
his dissatisfaction with the MYAS decision,

describing the recognition of IPA as both
premature and unjust. According to Prabhoo,
AITPA has laid a solid foundation for the sport
in India and should have been acknowledged
for its consistent, long-term efforts.

"AIPA was established in 2008, and over the
years, we have worked tirelessly to introduce,
nurture, and expand pickleball across India,"
Prabhoo explained. "We are actively
involved in 24 states through our grassroots
programs and have been affiliated with the
International Pickleball Federation (IPF)
since 2015. We have also been a founding
member of the Asia Federation of Pickleball
since 2020. Yet despite all this, the
recognition went to IPA, a body formed just
in November 2024 with little history or
substantial contributions to the sport," he
added, raising concerns about the process
behind the decision.

No dancing girls, no DJ:
Sunil Gavaskar urges
BCCl to hold remainder
of IPL 2025 quietly

New Delhi. Legendary India cricketer Sunil
Gavaskar has urged the BCCI (Board of
Control for Cricket in India) to hold the
remainder of the Indian Premier League
2025 (IPL 2025) in a quiet manner. The IPL
2025 is all set to resume from May 17 with
Match 58 between Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) and Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR).

As the preparation for the restart of the IPL
begins, Gavaskar has requested the BCCI to
host it without loud music and DJ as several
families have lost their near and dear ones
amid the rising border tensions between
India and Pakistan.What I would really like
to see is. These are the last few matches, we
have had about 60 games or thereabouts. I
think it is the last 15 or 16 games. I would
sincerely hope, because of what has

happened and some families have lost their
near and dear ones, I would like that there is
no music. Let's not have the DJS screaming
in the middle of an over,” Gavaskar told
Sports Today.Furthermore, Gavaskar
mentioned that it’s essential to respect the
sentiments of the families, who've lost their
loved ones.“None of that. Let the games be
played. Let the crowds come in. Let's just
have a tournament, the balance of a
tournament. It's just no dancing girls,
nothing. Just cricket would be a really nice
way to respect the sentiment of the families
who have lost their near and dear ones,” he
added.The IPL 2025 was suspended for a
week after Pakistan attacked several parts of
north India during Match 58 between Punjab
Kings (PBKS) and Delhi Capitals (DC) in
Dharamsala.

EX

The IPL 2025 final is likely to
he moved from Kolkata due to
potential weather disruptions
and the early arrival of the
Southwest monsoon.

—

New Delhi. The excitement surrounding the
2025 Indian Premier League (IPL) is set to
resume on May 17 after a brief suspension,
but fans are in for a major surprise: Kolkata’s
Eden Gardens, a historic venue for IPL
playoffs, will not be hosting the coveted
final. Due to unforeseen circumstances and
logistical concerns, including weather
disruptions, the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) has decided to relocate the
playoffs and final to other venues, with
Ahmedabad's Narendra Modi Stadium
emerging as a frontrunner.Following a pause
due to cross-border tensions, the IPL will
restart with the remaining league-stage
games, which will be played across six
venues: Delhi, Jaipur, Lucknow,

Ahmedabad, Mumbai, and Bengaluru.
However, in a surprising move, the playoffs
and final—originally slated for Kolkata’s
Eden Gardens—have been rescheduled to a
later date, with the final now set for June 3
instead of May 25. This marks a significant
change in what many fans anticipated as the
grand culmination of the IPL
season.Kolkata’s Eden Gardens has long
been a premier venue for IPL playoffs, but
this year, unforeseen weather patterns and
logistical challenges have led the BCCI to
reconsider its options. The early onset of the
Southwest monsoon, which is expected to
bring rains and thunderstorms to Kolkata by
the first week of June, has raised serious
concerns. AccuWeather forecasts a 65%
chance of precipitation on June 3, the day of
the final, making it arisky proposition to host
such amarquee event.

According to the India Meteorological

Department (IMD), the monsoon’s advance
into the southern Bay of Bengal is expected
to affect Kolkata and the entire West Bengal
region earlier than initially predicted. This,
combined with potential disruptions to the
IPL schedule, has led to the decision to move
the final to a more weather-resilient venue.

What Does This Mean for the Playoffs?

E 4

In addition to the rescheduling of the final, the
BCCT has also decided to shift the venues for
the IPL 2025 playoffs. Initially, Kolkata was
set to host both Qualifier 1 and the final,
while Hyderabad was earmarked for
Qualifier 2 and the Eliminator. However, due
to similar weather concerns, even
Hyderabad has been relieved of its playoff
duties.Reports suggest that Ahmedabad’s
Narendra Modi Stadium is the most likely
candidate to host the rescheduled IPL 2025
Qualifier 2 and final. With only a 30%
chance of rain in Ahmedabad on June 3, it

WPL history maker ruled out of West
Indies' limited overs tour of England

«West Indies all-rounder
Chinelle Henry missed out on
the tour of England after he
failed to recover from a leg
injury. The visitors called up
Realeanna Grimmond and
Jahzara Claxton.

New Delhi. West Indies all-rounder Chinelle

Henry has been ruled out of the upcoming
limited-overs tour of England. The 29-year-
old, who holds the record for the joint-
fastest fifty in the Women’s Premier League
(WPL) off 18 balls, failed to recover from a
leg injury.4Henry scored 171 runs from five
innings in the Women’s ODI World Cup
Qualifiers in Pakistan, striking at 150. 28-
year-old wicketkeeper Rashada Willams
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couldn’t recover in time from the knee
injury she sustained while playing for the
Gujarat Giants in the WPL.West Indies
head coach Shane Dietz looked forward to
facing England, and re-establishing
themselves as a world-class team.

"Going to England is a fantastic opportunity
to play one of the best teams in the world
for a long time and to really test our skills
and put in practice what we've talked about
off the pitch," Dietz was quoted as saying
on ESPNcricinfo."We brought a good team
to England, and we're looking forward to
putting on a good performance for the
crowd over there and all our supporters
watching back in the Caribbean. It's going
to be an excellent tour for us to reestablish
ourselves as a world-class team with
world-class players,” Dietz added.West
Indies will play three T20Is from May 21 to
26 before playing a three-match ODI series
on May 30, June 4 and June 7.

has also been left out. The visitors have West Indies are looking to rebuild after they

called upon Realeanna Grimmond and
Jahzara Claxton.Deandra Dottin also

failed to qualify for the ODI World Cup to be
held on Indian soil.

Jannik Sinner equals historic feat after pre-
quarters win in ltalian Open 2025

ltalian Open 2025: Jannik
Sinner made his way through
to the quarters in Rome after
beating Argentina's
Francisco Cerundolo 7-6 (7-
2), 6-3 on Tuesday at Centre
Court.

New Delhi. Jannik Sinner advanced to the
quarterfinal of the Italian Open 2025 with a
dominating performance against Francisco
Cerundolo. On Tuesday, May 13, Sinner
took two hours and 17 minutes to beat his
Argentine opponent 7-6 (7-2), 6-3 on
Centre Court.With the win, the 23-year-old
Sinner became the joint-fastest to the

—

landmark of 53 tour-level wins as World
No.1 in the history of the sport. Sinner,
Jimmy Connors and Bjorn Borg reached the
milestone in 53 matches each.ALet’s see

situation for me, I feel fortunate to be here.
I’m very lucky. Then we will see. Whatever
comes out comes out,” Sinner said.

Just tried to stay there mentally’
Sinner also lauded Cerundolo as a tough

competitor, saying that he couldn’t have
afforded to be complacent.“He’s a very
tough competitor. Obviously a great
challenge for me. Especially now in this
moment, trying to get used to so many
difficult situations on the court. [ was up a
break in the first set. Then when he broke
me back, I just tried to stay there mentally
and play every point. [ knew at 5-1 I had to
be very careful. Things can change
quickly,” Sinner added.

how I wake up. I know it’ll be a longer In the quarterfinal, Sinner will lock horns

evening for me. I have to do many things.
Trying to recover in the best possible way.
But exactly as I said, I need this. I’'m happy
to be back. I was out for 3 months. Every

with the winner of the match between
Spain’s Jaume Munar and Casper Ruud,
who’s fresh from winning his maiden ATP
1000 Masters title in Madrid.
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LAINED: Why IPL 2025 Final

ill Likely Move From Kolkata

stands as a much safer alternative compared
to Kolkata. The shift to Ahmedabad offers a
promising venue with a large capacity and a
track record of hosting high-profile matches.

Weather Concerns and Logistical Challenges:
The Key Reasons for the Shift

The decision to move the final out of Kolkata is
not solely based on weather predictions but
also on the logistical challenges involved in
ensuring a smooth conclusion to a delayed
IPL season. With the Southwest monsoon
arriving earlier than anticipated, the risk of a
washout looms large, especially given the
importance of the final. The last thing the IPL
organizers want is a repeat of the 2015 final,
where weather conditions caused a
significant disruption.As the BCCI works to
finalize the new venues for the playoffs, they
are carefully monitoring weather reports to
make an informed decision. Although
Ahmedabad is the top contender, the
possibility of other venues hosting the games
remains on the table.Will Ahmedabad Host
the IPL 2025 Final?While the IPL organizers
are keeping their options open,
Ahmedabad’s Narendra Modi Stadium is
leading the race to host the IPL 2025 final.
The massive stadium, with its state-of-the-
art facilities and vast seating capacity.

Anil Kumble names ideal
contender for Virat
Kohli's no 4 spot in Test
squad

New Delhi. Legendary India spinner Anil

Kumble has revealed the ideal contender for
Virat Kohli’s number four position in Test
cricket, suggesting Karun Nair’s name.
Kohli’s sudden retirement ahead of the all-
important tour of England has left a gaping
hole in the Indian Test squad, which India
must fill for the crucial series.As the team
management begins searching for Kohli’s
replacement, Kumble named Karun Nair to
fill in the massive shoes, mentioning his
success in the domestic season. He also
stated that since Nair has the experience of
playing in England, having plied his trade
for Northamptonshire in County
Cricket."Karun deserves to come back into
the Indian team with the kind of domestic
run he has had. So perhaps he could be the
No.4 for India because I feel, you need a bit
of experience. You ned someone in England

Apne liye. » Celebrating Indian Cricket
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who has been there and done that. He has
played County cricket, so he knows the
conditions. Karun may be on the other side
of 30, but he is still young. If he gets an
opportunity, there will be a lot more hope for
youngsters to play first-class cricket. If the
sheer performance in domestic cricket
doesn't get recognised, it becomes a bit of a
challenge," Kumble told
ESPNCricinfo.Nair was in the form of his
life as he enjoyed a prolific run in the
domestic season. He played a pivotal role in
Vidarbha’s triumph in the Ranji Trophy
2024-25, being the fourth-highest run scorer
of the season. He accumulated 863 runs
from 16 innings at an average of 53.93,
registering four hundreds and two fifties.

Nair likely to be picked in India A

squadEarlier, he played an integral part in
his team’s run to the final of the Vijay Hazare
Trophy 2024-25, being the highest run
scorer of the tournament. The 33-year-old
scored 779 runs from eight innings at a
mind-boggling average of 389.50 and a
strike rate of 124.04 with five hundreds and
one fifty.

IPL 2025: WTC Final-bound South
Africa players likely to miss playoffs

South African cricketers, who
are a part of the World Test
Championship Final against
Australia, are most likely to
miss the playoffs in the Indian
Premier League 2025.

New Delhi. South African players who have

been picked for the World Test
Championship Final against Australia are
likely to miss the IPL playoffs as the
country's cricket board is standing firm on
prioritising national duty over league
commitments.The BCCI confirmed on
Monday that the IPL will resume on May 17
with the final slated for June 3.However, the

revised schedule has left players from WTC
finalists Australia and South Africa in a tight
spot. The franchises and the BCCI have
urged foreign boards to make their players
available for the remainder of the
tournament.CSA, however, has reiterated
its commitment to WTC Final
preparations."It is an individual decision,
obviously, to return or to play or continue,"
CSA's director of national teams and high
performance Enoch Nkwe said during
press conference."One thing we've made
clear, and we are finalising this with the
IPL and the BCCI, is sticking to our
original plan when it comes to the WTC
preparations.""May 26 is the latest for the ©
Tet guys to come back. The original plans

don't change because the No. 1 priority is

the WTC final. We've been engaging with
them over the last day or two to make sure
we're all on the same page," he added.Eight
South African players -- Kagiso Rabada

(Gujarat Titans), Lungi Ngidi (Royal
Challengers Bengaluru), Tristan Stubbs
(Delhi Capitals), Aiden Markram (Lucknow

Super Giants), Ryan Rickelton (Mumbai
Indians), Corbin Bosch (MI), Marco Jansen
(Punjab Kings) and Wiaan Mulder
(Sunrisers Hyderabad) -- have been named
in the Proteas squad for the WTC Final,

scheduled to start from June 11 in

London.Currently, GT, RCB, MI, PBKS,

DC and LSG are in contention for an IPL
playoff spot.South Africa head coach
Shukri Conrad echoed CSA's stance.

"Our initial agreement with [IPL-BCCI was,
with the final being on the 25th, our
players would return on the 26th, so that it
allows them ample time before we fly out
on the 30th. As it stands, we're not
budging on this. We want our players back
on the 26th," he said."That is the ongoing
conversations that are being had between
people in a higher pay grade than I am.
They're dealing with that. We want our
players back on the 26th and hopefully
that comes to fruition."The IPL season
was suspended on May 9 due to a military

confrontation between India and Pakistan,
triggered by the April 22 terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, South Kashmir. A ceasefire
announced the following day paved the way
for the tournament's resumption.
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‘That pulse of tension...’

lio Bhatt

pens emotional note for Indian
soldiers amid Indo-Pak conflict

In her Instagram post, the 32-year-old

Alia Bhatt said the past few nights felt

different as everyone was anxious about

what was happening at the border.

R —

While promoting the show,
Mahvash spoke to Radio
Nasha about her personal life.

. She shared that, like her
character in the series, she
sometimes makes the wrong |
choices when it comes to love.
She also said that in real life,
it’s okay to be “a little dumb in

. love," and that falling for

_ someone doesn’t always

require overthinking.

~ Drawing parallels between the

; series character and real life,

she said, “Just like my

character in the series, I am
dumb in love, but I also avoid

very high.”

'RJ Mahvash

__ 'lf_Says She's Dumb' In Love Amid Yuzvendra Chahal Rumours
J  ‘Standards Go Below...’

R ) Hj ocial media star RJ Mahvash is taking her ~ were just good friends, the speculation didn’t
7 \ | first steps into acting with the web series
Pyaar Paisa Profit. She will be seen
alongside Mihir Ahuja from The Archies, afterhisimpressive IPL hat-trick, adding more
along with Ashish Raghav, Pratik Yadav, fuel to the rumour mill. Taking to Instagram
gi Khedkar, and Neil Bhoopalam,

ollywood star Alia Bhatt on Tuesday penned a

heartfelt post for the Indian armed forces

lauding their bravery amid heightened military
conflict between India and Pakistan following
Operation Sindoor. In her Instagram post, the 32-year-
old actor said the past few nights felt different as
everyone was anxious about what was happening at
the border.

She also shed light on the emotional toll such moments
take on the families of soldiers.

“There’s a certain stillness in the air when a nation holds
its breath. And over the past few days we’ve felt that
stillness. That quiet anxiety. That pulse of tension that
hums beneath every conversation, behind every news
notification, around every dinnertable,” Alia wrote.

“We have felt the weight of knowing that somewhere,
out there in the mountains, our soldiers are awake,
alert, and in danger. While most of us are tucked into
our homes, there are men and women standing in the
dark, guarding our sleep with theirs. With their lives.
And that reality... it does something to you,” she
added.

Behind every soldier is a mother who hasn’t slept either,
Alia further said while paying a tribute to “mothers
who raised heroes™.

“A mother who knows her child is facing a night not of
lullabies, but of uncertainty. Of tension. Of silence
that can shatter in an instant. On Sunday, we
celebrated Mother’s Day. And while flowers were
being handed out and hugs were exchanged...” she
added.

Alia also mourned the loss of lives during the recent
conflict between the two countries.

*... soldiers who will never come home, whose names
are now etched in the soul of this country. May their
families find strength in the nation’s gratitude. So
tonight, and every night forward, we hope for less
silence born of tension, and more silence born of
peace.

“And send love to every parent out there holding
prayers, holding back tears. Because your strength
moves this nation more than you'll ever know. We
stand together. For our protectors. For India. Jai
Hind,” she said.

Indian armed forces launched Operation Sindoor on the
intervening night of May 6 and 7 to avenge the killings
of 26 people in the Pahalgam terror attack. The strikes
targeted nine terror sites in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, killing over 100 terrorists. After
four days of intense cross-border drone and missile
strikes, New Delhi and Islamabad reached an
understanding on May 10 to halt military actions.

fully die down. It flared up again when
Mahvash gave Chahal a shoutout on Instagram

Stories, she wrote, “God mode on kyaaa?

(@yuzi _chahal23 strength of a warrior, sir
red flags. My standards go below my heels  (salute emoji)."
when I meet the person; before that, they’re Chahal didn’t miss the chance to support her

publicly. Taking to his Instagram story, Chahal

Mahvash sparked gossip columns when she was
seen watching a match with cricketer
Yuzvendra Chahal. The timing raised
eyebrows, as Chahal was then in the middle of
his separation from Dhanashree Verma,
leading to whispers of a possible romance.
Though both Mahvash and Chahal quickly
shut down the dating rumours, insisting they

shared a poster of the show and wrote,
“Congratulations (@rj.mahvash proud of you."
His gesture didn't go unnoticed by fans,
especially amid ongoing rumours about their
alleged relationship. The show, currently
streaming on Amazon Prime Video and MX
Player, also stars Neil Bhoopalam, Mihir
Rajda and Shivangi Khedkar.

Virat Kohli, Anushka Sharma
Listen Closely to Premanand
Maharaj’s Message

‘ ’ irat Kohli and Anushka Sharma visited
Vrindavan a day after the cricketer
announced his retirement from Test
cricket. The couple visited Premanand
Mabharaj’s ashram on Tuesday morning to seek
blessings and guidance from him. An inside
video that has surfaced on social media shows
the couple attentively listening to Premanand
Maharaj’s message about devotion, humility,
and inner transformation.The video that has
been shared on social media shows Premanand
Maharaj asking Anushka and Virat, ‘Prasann
ho? (Are you happy?)." to which the couple
responds affirmatively. They are then seen
respectfully listening to Premanand Maharaj’s
message focused on devotion and inner peace.
The couple looks deeply engaged and attentive,
as Premanand Maharaj shared that wealth and
fame are not true signs of God’s grace; rather, it
is a spiritual transformation that truly reflects
His blessings. The video of their conversation
has gone viral on social media. Check it out
below!

This is Kohli’s third visit to the spiritual leader,
following earlier meetings on January 4, 2023
and January 10, 2025. Meanwhile, minutes
before announcing his retirement from Test
cricket, Virat Kohli and Anushka Sharma were
spotted by the paparazzi at the Mumbai
Airport. They jetted offto Delhi from Mumbai.

Meanwhile, in his post announcing his retirement
from Test cricket, Virat Kohli wrote, “It’s been
14 years since I first wore the baggy blue in Test
cricket. Honestly, | never imagined the journey
this format would take me on. It’s tested me,
shaped me, and taught me lessons I'll carry for
life.

There’s something deeply personal about playing
in whites. The quiet grind, the long days, the
small moments that no one sees but that stay
with you forever."“As I step away from this
format, it’s not easy — but it feels right, I've
given it everything I had, and it’s given me back
so much more than I could’ve hoped for. I'm
walking away with a heart full of gratitude —
for the game, for the people I shared the field
with, and for every single person who made me
feel seen along the way. I'll always look back at
my Test career with a smile," he concluded.

Please Don’t Disturh Bipasha
Basu. She Is Getting
pre By Bab Pap

Pa

,

ipasha Basu always keeps her fans
hooked to her Instagram posts. The
actress is known for sharing glimpses of
her life on social media and recently gave fans a
sneak peek inside her family’s Mother’s Day
celebration. Bipasha shared how her husband,
Karan Singh Grover, and daughter, Devi,
pampered her on the special occasion.On
Sunday, Bipasha posted a thread of pictures of
herself sitting beside a windowpane surrounded
by a huge bouquet of colourful flowers. The
actress wrote in the caption, “Pampered by
Baby & Papa.™
From the pictures it was evident that her husband
showered her with flowers and love on this
special day. The bouquet consisted of various
flowers, including different shades of pink and
vellow roses and yellow gerbera daisies. In one
of the snaps, Bipasha’s daughter Devi was seen
holding a yellow gerbera in her hand and
showering her mother with petals. Bipasha was
glowing with happiness in the images.
Previously, the actress had shared glimpses from
her vacation in Goa with her husband and
daughter. Fans gushed over the vacation photos,
as all three of them were looking adorable in the
candid shots. From Devi playing in the pool
with Karan and Bipasha and to some quiet
family time, the carousel of pictures captured
every bitoftheir dreamy holiday escapade.
Bipasha and Karan were also seen celebrating
their ninth marriage anniversary recently with
their daughter. The couple was seen dancing
with Devi and spending quality time together in
a beautiful candlelit garden setup. Bipasha
posted the video from their anniversary
celebration with the caption, “The truth about
love is that it’s the only thing that’s real." The
couple were also seen cutting a monkey-themed
cake with their daughter to celebrate the special
occasion.Bipasha Basu and Karan Singh
Grover met in 2014 while shooting for the film
Alone. They tied the knot in 2016. The couple
welcomed their daughter Deviin 2022.
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