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Kashmir’s normalcy,
Pakistan’s turmoil

Everyone must watch the talk delivered by
Pakistan’s army chief, Gen Asim Munir on April
14-16 at the Annual Convention of Overseas
Pakistanis. It was certainly the most extreme
speech [ have seen by any leader, anywhere. Many
have linked, or believe, that this “hate” speech was
the green signal the Pahalgam terrorists were
waiting for before they carried out their massacre.
The speech certainly outlined the battle between
secular India and theocratic Pakistan. In Munir's
narrow world-view, there is a lack of connection,
or commonality, between the citizens of India and
Pakistan. In fact the reality is quite the opposite,
especially in Punjab.Gen Munir’s first gross
miscalculation is that he addressed his remarks to
overseas Pakistani residents. But in the audience
pictures, you will be hard-pressed to find a smile of
approval to what Munir was saying, let alone
cheer. Many of these overseas Pakistanis have
worked, lived and roomed with the very same
people that Munir was saying were Pakistan's born
enemy, i.e. Indians — some even have inter-
married. Hence, the lack of applause, if not
downright embarrassment, perhaps even
contempt.Gen Munir’s second miscalculation was
the expectation of support his Muslim terrorists
would get from India’s Muslims. Instead, there
was overwhelming condemnation of their
unsparing brutality as well as of Pakistan, the
country they came from. The response by Indian
Muslims, both leaders and ordinary people, across
the country as well as in Kashmir, has been most
pronounced in the outright condemnation of
Munir’s hate speech.It is likely that this response
was not anticipated by the terrorists and their
political handlers. Perhaps their warped world-
view also does not allow them to comprehend
fundamental and structural divergences between
the economies of India and Pakistan.This process
of change has been long in the making. In 1985,
Pakistan's per capita income (Penn World Tables,
2017 PPP), relative to India reached a peak of 2.2,
i.e. Pakistan's per capita (pc) income was more
than twice that of India. In 2024, at the time of its
13th IMF loan since 1991 (the last time India got
an economic loan from the IMF), Pakistan's pc
income was reduced to 60 per cent of India's level.
This continuous fall in Pakistan's living standards,
especially relative to India, partially explains
Munir's desperation in appealing to the only factor
he thinks reflects the welfare of both domestic and
foreign Pakistanis — religious fanaticism and
Kashmir.Along with these Grand Canyon gaps in
performance, it is the fullest integration of
Kashmir with the rest of India that seems to have
affected Munir the most. Today India is in the
midst of major trade deals with the US, UK and the
EU, while Pakistan begs for Chinese financial
help, debt and armaments alongside the 25th loan
from the IMF — the highest for any country ever.
Meanwhile, PM Narendra Modi, with his visit to
Saudi Arabia, is demonstrating India’s closest
linkages with the Arab world than at any time
before — traditionally Pakistan’s friends and
allies.The tragically explicit copycat behaviour of
the Pahalgam terrorists with Hamas terrorists
attack in Israel on October 7, 2023 was not missed
-- the same terrorist playbook. At the time of the
Hamas terrorist attack, Israel was in the final
stages of negotiating with Saudi Arabia, a
complete normalisation of relations.However, the
real Munir-Pakistan misjudgment was not about
bilateral country aggregates, but what is
happening in Kashmir itself. It is not just India that
has economically leapt way past Pakistan.
Government initiatives, particularly after the
abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, have
substantially improved the normalisation of
Kashmir. It is this integration and development
that Munir and his army have completely missed.
Why did Pakistan stir up the terrorist pot again?
That’s a question every Indian — Hindu, Muslim,
Sikh, Isaai — is asking. Was it to provide an
alternative to the distress caused by the relative
decline of Pakistan? Note, that the standing of the
Indian economy and polity was at its peak and that
of Pakistan at its trough, when Munir made his
speech. One week later, on April 22, the terrorists
struck.

Beyond Indo-Pak truce: Reimagining peace in a region on the edge

The historical trajectory of South Asia, marked by seminal events as Partition, the Kargil conflict and the Indo-Pak wars of 1965 and 1971, has bequeathed a complex legacy of societal fragmentation

WAR means an ugly mob madness, crucifying the truth
tellers, choking the artists, sidetracking reforms,
revolutions and the working of social forces — these
words by John Reed, American socialist activist,
written in 1917 amidst the carnage of World War I, ring
disturbingly true in our time. The recent escalation
between India and Pakistan, marked by military
exchanges and public panic, brought the subcontinent
close to the same disaster.But in a remarkable turn of
events, a ceasefire was abruptly announced —
facilitated by an unexpected diplomatic intervention.
While it brought welcome relief, its sustainability
remains uncertain. The fragile nature of the agreement
was evident in the renewed military hostilities that
followed shortly after, highlighting the deep-seated
trust deficit and questionable intentions between the
two nations.The terrorist attack in Pahalgam, which
left 26 innocent people dead, rightly drew widespread
condemnation. India's military response — described
as calibrated and proportional — unleashed a chain of
retaliatory moves that risked spiraling out of control.
Even measured actions, in a region so steeped in
historical grievance and mistrust, can set off
devastating consequences. In border regions like
Punjab and Kashmir, the suffering was acute, with
families displaced, agricultural livelihoods disrupted,
and civilian lives lost. The cost of conflict is
incalculable.The ceasefire has potentially averted a
catastrophic conflict between two nuclear-capable
nations. However, true peace demands more than a halt
to hostilities. It requires reflection, moral clarity and a
commitment to sustained diplomacy. The conflation of
patriotism with militarism warrants critical
reevaluation, as the pursuit of justice necessitates a
more nuanced approach. Consequently, effective
accountability for acts of terror requires a multilateral,
rules-based framework that prioritises evidentiary
rigour and international cooperation rather than
unilateral actions that may compromise truth and
exacerbate conflict.As Ernest Hemingway astutely
reminded us, "Never think that war, no matter how
necessary, nor how justified, is not a crime."
Regardless of its perceived necessity or justification,
war constitutes a profound failure of political and
diplomatic endeavours. The historical trajectory of
South Asia, marked by such seminal events as
Partition, the Kargil conflict and the Indo-Pak wars of
1965 and 1971, has bequeathed a complex legacy of

societal fragmentation, collective psychological
trauma, and enduring animosities. These historical
antecedents cannot be perpetuated indefinitely and the
subcontinent's future stability cannot be predicated on
chance, rather they necessitate a concerted effort to
transcend the pathologies of past conflicts.Pakistan,
under General Asim Munir, remains a troubled state.
Its economy is on the verge of collapse, its foreign
reserves are dangerously low and its democratic
institutions under siege. Its military continues to
dominate its political discourse. For Pakistan's
establishment, escalating tensions with India offered a
convenient distraction from domestic chaos and
economic mismanagement. India, however, resisted
falling into this trap and showed strategic restraint and
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There must also be a reckoning with the militarised

visionary leadership, displayed in its laudably
measured and calibrated approach, that has not
escaped global attention.A more enduring solution lies
in investing in democratic values, regional cooperation
and economic justice. As it is, militarisation of the
Kashmir dispute has led only to entrenched hostility
and alienation. A focus on democratic inclusion,
dignity, and development can build trust where fear
now festers. The wounds will heal through through
education, dialogue and a reaffirmation of our shared
humanity. The people of Kashmir, who have long been
caught in the crossfire of competing nationalisms,
must remain central to any solution that aspires toward
justice and peace.

Furthermore, the prospect of nuclear escalation warrants

utmost gravity, particularly given the unstable
leadership dynamics in Pakistan, characterised by
questionable decision-making capacity and a
propensity for disinformation, thereby heightening the

Talking to Taliban

imperative for cautious diplomacy. Any miscalculation
can lead to consequences far beyond our imagination.
The ceasefire is slippery and must be seen as the
beginning of a broader peace process. Nations like
Sweden and New Zealand have shown that true
security stems not from arms, but from equity and
cooperation. India and Pakistan must move in that
direction.The subcontinent cannot overlook that the
trauma induced by past wars continues to cast its
shadow over generations. The psychological effects of
conflict — seen in veterans, widows, orphans and
refugees — remind us of the heavy price we pay for
political failures. Such trauma is not just personal; it
seeps into the collective consciousness, shaping
identities, reinforcing fear, and stifling possibilities of
reconciliation. The silence of those who lost
everything in war should echo in our decisions.

On international relations, a shift is necessary,
wherein strategic alliances are reoriented towards
fostering peace and cooperation rather than
perpetuating conflict. Partnerships with nations like
the US or within frameworks like the Quad should
prioritise collaborative initiatives in trade,
innovation, climate resilience and regional stability,
rather than serving as conduits for confrontation
with countries like China or Pakistan. It is essential
to distinguish between patriotic sentiment and
national arrogance.

mindset that dominates much of our political
discourse. We must understand peace as not the
absence of war but as a proactive state — built through
institutions, education, empathy and exchange. Civil
society, artists, writers, teachers and journalists have a
key role to play in imagining a new regional future. The
stories we tell, textbooks we write, films we produce,
all must move us towards common ground.The
moment demands critical introspection, not
triumphalism, as we consider the potential
consequences of military action and the human and
moral costs associated with it. Effective leadership
necessitates questioning prevailing narratives,
embracing hope, and refusing to succumb to the logic
of violence.Let us seize this pause in violence to
initiate conversations long overdue, not only between
governments, but also among peoples. Religious
leaders, scholars, entrepreneurs, students — all must
collectively contribute to building bridges of trust.

It should not be seen as an endorsement of the regime, but a calibrated engagement focused on regional security

When the Taliban took over Afghanistan in August 2021,

India responded with caution. A few days into the
takeover, New Delhi withdrew its ambassador and
diplomatic staff from Kabul and suspended direct

incremental outreach by both countries. The phone call
took place days after the India-Pakistan ceasefire
following the Pahalgam terror attack, which was
unequivocally condemned by the Taliban regime.

engagement. Realising that a stringent no-talk policy Traditionally, Delhi and Kabul have had warm ties,

was impractical, India started to gradually open
channels of communication. The reopening of the
Indian embassy in June 2024 was followed by a public
meeting in January this year between Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri and Afghanistan’s acting Foreign
Minister, Amir Khan Muttaqi, in Dubai. Amidst these
developments, since August 2021, India has been
regularly delivering wheat, pesticides, medical
supplies and other forms of aid. Even in the Union
Budget for 2024-25, there was an allocation of Rs 100
crore for assistance to Afghanistan. The first-ever
ministerial-level conversation between External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Muttaqi on Thursday
should be seen as the next logical step in the

HOURS after India’s Ministry of External Affairs issued a
six point-by-point rebuttal on how the US never
mediated last week’s India-Pakistan conflict, Donald
Trump has insisted, for the sixth time since the conflict
began, that he did.“...And by the way, I don’t want to say
1 did, but I sure as hell helped settle the problem between
Pakistan and India last week, which was getting more
and more hostile,” Trump told troops at the US al-Udeid
airbase in Qatar on Thursday, the last stop of his Gulf
tour. It sounded like a parting shot. I’'m telling you guys,
he was saying,  am the one who averted a nuclear war.

Now you could roll your eyes or you could believe what
the US President says, which is that it needed a powerful
third party — him — with influence in both New Delhi
and Islamabad to stop the natives from going at each
other again and continuing their “1,000-year war.”

But there are three more morals to the story. The first penny
dropped when External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar got
on the phone with his counterpart in Afghanistan,
Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi, on
Thursday evening. Nobody knows who called whom,
but the MEA did put out that Jaishankar expressed his
appreciation of Muttaqi’s earlier condemnation of the
Pahalgam massacre.The first (of the last three) morals is
not that Jaishankar and Muttaqi actually spoke to each
other — a leader of the world’s largest democracy
speaking to a man who doesn’t even represent a country,
merely a regime — or that he did so openly.The lesson
here is that New Delhi didn’t seem unduly bothered
whether it would be criticised or not for speaking to the
Taliban, which has violated every rule in every book
before and since it came to power for the second time on
August 15, 2021.Fact is, Jaishankar was only taking a
leaf out of Trump’s book. Which is that if you have the
ability to exercise power, you will be forgiven the vanity
of changing your mind as well as the direction of your
country’s policy.Just check out Trump. He is making
nice with Vladimir Putin, his country’s arch-enemy; in
Riyadh earlier this week, he shook hands with the Al-
Qaeda’s newest ally which now rules Syria; and in Qatar,

barring the years of Taliban 1.0 (1996-2001), when
India saw it as a proxy for Pakistan’s strategic interests.
But relations between the Taliban and Pakistan have
been deteriorating rapidly, primarily driven by issues
over the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, operating along the
Afghan-Pakistan border. Realising that it does not have
a hold on the Taliban any more, Rawalpindi has been
trying to drive a wedge between India and Afghanistan.
In a post on X, Jaishankar welcomed Muttaqi’s “firm
rejection” of Pakistan’s “recent attempts to create
distrust between India and Afghanistan through false
and baseless reports” — a reference to reports in
Pakistan that Indian missiles had hit Afghanistan
during Operation Sindoor. Amid a widening rift

Three morals and a Trump story
THE GREAT GAME: The story of how India won over the Taliban is perhaps the most fascinating of all

the home of the radical Islamist Muslim Brotherhood
group, he ignored all the signs because the Al-Thani
sheikhs flattered him with a welcome that included the
gift of a $400-million plane for the US President’s
use.Even when Trump brought up his grouse about
Apple CEO Tim Cook making iPhones in India with
Qatari businessmen (“I said to him, ‘my friend, I am
treating you very good... but now I hear you are building
in India. I don’t want you building in India...”), New
Delhi simply refused to react. They turned to the Apple
folks, instead, who assured them that Cook would,
indeed, continue with his plans to set up factories in

India.In the bad, old days, New Delhi would have been
shaken if someone as powerful as the US President said
the things he did. But India is learning to hold her own, in
the face of far more powerful economies like China and
the US cutting a deal that brings down their own tariffs
— a decision that is bound to affect India’s own
exports.Fact is, this week, India relearnt the oldest
maxim in the book of politics — there are no permanent
friends or enemies, only permanent interests. Like
yesterday’s newspaper which is today’s raddi, last
week’s fast friends could be distant cousins today.That’s
why ‘Ab ki baar Trump sarkar’ is a slogan from another

between Taliban 2.0 and Pakistan, India needs to keep
communication lines open and prevent Afghanistan
from becoming a sanctuary for anti-India terror groups.

There is no denying that the Taliban continues to be an

autocratic regime with little regard for human rights,
especially the rights of women. That is why India is yet
to recognise the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.
Indeed, increased engagement risks undermining
India’s moral stand. But to not engage at all carries
risks, too. China has signed significant investment and
security agreements with the Taliban, including a $540-
million oil extraction deal. Within the power politics of
South Asia, given the China-Pakistan-Bangladesh axis,
a Kabul-Beijing entente would be a matter of concern.
India does not have the power to alter Afghan politics
and society, but it has to deal with whoever sits in
Kabul.There is no denying that the Taliban continues to
be an autocratic regime with little regard for human
rights, especially the rights of women.

century. Today’s protection will come from having
Apple on your side, because that company is so powerful
that Trump has no option but to have Tim Cook on his
side.As for Trump taking credit for “mediating” between
India and Pakistan, in any case, even the New York
Times now admits that India inflicted the most damage
on Pakistani facilities. As for Pakistan celebrating its
“victory” in this conflict, perhaps neither Trump nor the
Pakistanis have noticed that 11 Pakistani bases were
spiked by Indian missiles. Which is when the Pakistanis
sought the attention of the US President and requested
him to shut it down.Or, maybe, Trump has noticed — just
that he’s moved on to something else, this time to
celebrating a newly arrived grandchild.The third moral
is that in his three months in power, Trump has
successfully antagonised half the world. The fact that he
went back on his own promises to burn China to the
ground — because his own enormous US conglomerates
who make in China and large profits at that, must have
told him that high tariffs would only hurt American
customers — only indicates that when you’re this
powerful, talk is cheap.As for the Jaishankar-Muttaqi
conversation, the fact that it took place so close to the end
of Operation Sindoor or that Pakistan and Afghanistan
have been at daggers drawn for some time has escaped no
one.Fact is, India has been wooing the Taliban for some
time now, almost as soon as it took Kabul in 2021 on the
anniversary of India’s independence. On a visit to Kabul
a year later, it was plain to see that the Taliban were
already losing patience with their one-time mentors and
guardians, the Pakistani military establishment.The
story of how the IST won over the Taliban and nurtured it,
until the West took back Afghanistan in the wake of 9/11;
how the ISI bided its time for 20 years and then helped
the Taliban wrest the country back from the Americans
and its NATO allies — that’s a story for another time.In
this great game this week, as Trump changes course as
quickly as the Sutlej and the rest of the world rearranges
itself — the story of how India won over the Taliban is
perhaps the most fascinating of all.
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Stock Market Forecast this
‘ .
week: ‘Q4 earnings, Fll
activity to guide Sensex,
. ’

Nifty

New Delhi. Stock markets will be mainly driven by
quarterly earnings by corporates, foreign fund flows
and global trends this week, analysts said. Updates
on global trade deals and their impact on world
markets will also be closely tracked, experts noted.

*As the India-Pakistan conflict now stabilized and all
major geopolitical events behind, investors’ focus is
likely to shift towards assessing the ongoing Q4
corporate earnings season.

“Additionally, there is growing optimism around the
possibility of an early India-US trade deal. which
could provide further support to market sentiment,”
Puneet Singhania, Director at Master Trust Group,
said.Domestic developments and key global
economic data releases will also influence investor
flows and overall market direction, he added.

India is willing to cut 100 per cent tariffs on American
goods, US President Donald Trump claimed once
again while saying that a trade deal between New
Delhi and Washington is coming soon.

Power Grid Corporation of India, Hindalco Industries,
ONGC, Sun Pharmaceutical Industries, ITC and
JSW Steel will announce their earnings this week.

*With no major global or domestic events scheduled,
markets focus is expected to shift towards domestic
earnings and high-frequency economic data for
directional cues. Updates on global trade deals and
their impact on global markets will also be closely
tracked,” Ajit Mishra — SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said.

Participants will continue to monitor foreign capital
flows, which have played a significant role in
sustaining the current rally, he said.”On the corporate
earnings front, several prominent companies,
including ONGC, ITC, Hindalco, JSW Steel and
Power Grid are set to announce their quarterly

results, which could influence near-term market
trends,” Mishra added.

EPF: Don't underestimate a
low salary; trust it to build a
nice corpus; check how

Kolkata. Legislated in 1952 a few years after
Independence, the Employees Provident Fund
(EPF) is not only the earliest social security scheme
for employees in the country but also one of the most
impactful. It provides assured and tax-free returns
for all employees working in any organisation that
employ 20 or more persons. The most important
feature of the EPF is that it uses the force of
compounding and regular contribution to build a
sizeable corpus.

The EPF scheme draws on a 12% contribution from
the basic + DA of the employee’s salary. It is taken
from the employee. A contribution is also taken from
the employer. The entire amount taken from the
employee’s salary is deposited in the EPF account.
But only 3.67% of the portion deducted from
employer is put in the EPF account. The rest (12-
3.67=28.33%) is put into a pension account.

Since EPF contributions are a percentage of the basic
salary (and DA) of an employee, the amount of
contribution is directly dependent on the quantum of
salary of the employee. Significantly, while this
statement is most definitely true, the reverse is not
true. Which means if one has a small salary, the EPF
kitty can turn out a significant corpus, thanks to the
immense force of compounding. Let’s check the
calculations.

EPF calculator: Basicsalary less than Rs 5,000

Let’s assume a person starts earning at the age of 23
and retires at the age of 58. Let’s assume that he/she
gets a basic salary of Rs 4,500. Let’s also assume that
this individual gets an average salary increment of
5% — a rate that can barely keep pace with retail
inflation. The EPF calculator will tell you that the
EPF kitty will stand at Rs 28,95,567 (Rs 28.95 lakh)
when this person retires. By the way, this calculation
assumes that the rate of interest paid by EPFO stands
at8.25% as paid in Fy24.

Now if we assume that this person is able to earn a
salary increment of 7.5%. the kitty will swell to Rs
45.00,093 (Rs 45 lakh) in the same period of time. If
the rate of increment jumps to 10%, the money in
EPF will rise to Rs 73,95,334, or Rs 73.95 lakh.

Income Tax: Be careful of
these transactions to avoid
taxman’s glare

Kolkata. It is well known that the government of India
does not encourage ash transactions. However, it is
not easy to dispense with cash and millions of
millions of people continue to transact in cash.
However, one of the obstacles that the government
has erected on the path of cash transaction is to limit
the use of cash is various transactions. It is
significant that one keeps in mind the transactions
where one should not try to use a lot of cash.

Experts point to a lot of transactions which are under
constant watch by the income tax personnel and if
these norms are breached, the taxman can come
knocking at your door, which is not a pleasant
experience for anyone. Let’s have a look at what are
these transactions and what are the limits that one
need to adhere to.

Banks, AMCs etc asked to report high-value
transactions

Income Tax department officials monitor high-value
transactions through a statement of financial
transaction (SFT).

The government has mandated bodies such as banks,
post offices. cooperative societies, credit card
issuers, mutual fund houses etc to furnish
information about high-value transactions that were
registered during a fiscal year by May 31 of the
following fiscal year. With the help of this SFT the
Income Tax Department can track an individual’s
financial activities. SFT full form is a Statement of
Financial Transactions.

Outlook For Nifty Remains Bullish,
Adopt Buy-On-Dips Strategy: Analysts

TFTH N

Among the sector,
Nifty Realty, Media
and FMCG were top

gainers while Nifty
IT, Healthcare and
Metal sector ended

in the red.
—_—

Mumbai. The Indian equity benchmarks
paused their recent rally last week, with
the Nifty ending just above the
psychological 25,000 mark. However,
the momentum indicators favour the
bullish setup next week, according to
analysts. While the headline indices
showed signs of mild pressure, the
broader markets outperformed

significantly. The BSE Midcap
index gained 0.8 per cent, and the
Smallcap index added 1 per cent,
indicating continued buying
interest beyond the large-cap
space.

“This suggests that investors are
becoming more confident in the
market's breadth, often a bullish
sign for the overall trend,”
according to Kailash Rajwadkar of

Choice Broking.From a technical ' &

standpoint, the Nifty has recently
broken out of a Rounding Bottom
pattern on the weekly chart,
supported by strong volumes—a
bullish signal.
“The pattern projects an upside potential
toward 28.000 in the short term.
Immediate resistance is seen at
26,000-27,000 levels, where partial
profit booking may be considered. On the
downside, 24,300 and 24,000 are strong
support zones; any correction toward
these levels should be viewed as a buying
opportunity, keeping the broader trend

intact,” Rajwadkar mentioned in a note.

Momentum indicators also support the

bullish setup. The Relative Strength
Index (RSI) stands at 61.9 and is trending
upwards, indicating growing strength.
Furthermore, the Nifty is trading well
above its key exponential moving
averages — 20, 50, 100, and 200 —
highlighting sustained positive
momentum. This technical alignment
continues to favour a buy-on-dips
strategy.

In the derivatives space, market
volatility cooled off slightly, with
India VIX dropping 23.49 per cent to
16.55, reflecting a decline in fear and a
more stable trading environment.

“However, heavy call writing at 25,500
and 26,000 levels signals resistance at
higher zones, while strong put writing
at 25,000 confirms it as a crucial
support. Traders should keep a close
eve on the 25,000 level—a sustained
hold above it may trigger fresh buying
interest, though a risk-managed
approach is recommended in the near
term,” said Rajwadkar.

Bank Nifty closed the week on a steady

note, consolidating just below the key
56,000 mark. Despite limited movement
in Friday’s session, the index held firm
above previous breakout levels,
reflecting underlying strength in the
banking space. The weekly chart shows a
breakout from a recent consolidation
range, and the price action continues to
hold above that breakout zone, signalling
potential for further upside.

RBI To Issue Rs 20 Notes With New
Governor Sanjay Malhotra's Signature

New Delhi. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has announced that it
will soon issue 20 denomination
banknotes in the Mahatma Gandhi
(New) Series, bearing the signature
of the new RBI Governor, Sanjay
Malhotra, according to an official
statement.

The new notes will retain the existing
design and features of the current
20 notes in circulation, except for the
updated governor’s signature. The
RBI also clarified that all previously
issued 20 banknotes will continue to
be legal tender. Sanjay Malhotra was
appointed as the RBI Governor
effective December 11, 2024, for a
tenure of three years.Legal tender
refers to coins or banknotes that are
legally accepted for the discharge of
debts or obligations. According to the
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central bank, every banknote issued
by the Reserve Bank of India—unless
withdrawn from circulation—is legal
tender across India for the amount
stated on it and is guarantecd by the
Central Government, subject to the
provisions of sub-section (2) of
Section 26 of the RBI Act, 1934, 1
notes issued by the Government of
India are also considered legal tender.
Banknotes are printed at four currency

presses: two are owned by the
Government of India through the
Security Printing and Minting
Corporation of India Ltd. (SPMCIL),
and two are owned by the Reserve
Bank through its wholly owned
subsidiary, Bharatiya Reserve Bank
Note Mudran Private Ltd.
(BRBNMPL). The SPMCIL currency
presses are located in Nasik (Western
India) and Dewas (Central India),
while the BRBNMPL presses are
located in Mysuru (Southern India)
and Salboni (Eastern India).Coins are
minted at four mints owned by
SPMCIL, located in Mumbai,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, and NOIDA.
Coins are issued for circulation only
through the Reserve Bank, in
accordance with Section 38 of the RBI
Act.

Want To Support Your Retired Mother? SCSS
Lets You Gift Rs 30 Lakh Without Any Tax

New Delhi. Planning to secure your |
mother’s retirement while looking
for an option to save taxes as well.
You can gift your senior citizen
mother up to Rs. 30 lakhs for
investment in the Senior Citizens’
Savings Scheme (SCSS) FDR.
This regular interest income helps
her stay self-reliant in her old
age.CA Kinjal Shah, Secretary §
BCAS has decoded SCSS scheme
and its tax implications.

Senior Citizens’ Savings Scheme
(SCSS)—Key Highlights

SCSS is a government-backed fixed
deposit scheme offering assured
returns for senior citizens.

Eligibility:

—Individuals aged 60 years and above.

—Individuals aged 55-60 years who have
retired under Superannuation, VRS, or
Special VRS.

— Retired Defence Services personnel
aged 50 years and above (excluding
civilian employees).

The account can be opened individually
or jointly with a spouse.You can

deposit a minimum of Rs 1,000 and a
maximum of Rs 30 lakhs, in multiples
of Rs 1,000.The tenure is 5 years from
the date of account opening.

The account can be extended for an

additional 3 years after
maturity.Interest is payable quarterly
on the first working day of April, July,
October, and January. Interest does not
accrue further ifitisnot claimed.

The account can be closed prematurely
after one year, subject to specific
conditions.

Tax Benefits for Senior Citizen

(Mother)

Investment Deduction (Section 80C):
Deduction up to 1.50 lakhs is
available in the year of investment.

Interest Income: The interest income
is taxable.Interest Deduction
(Section 80TTB): Deduction up to
250,000 can be claimed on the total
interest earned from deposits in
banks, post offices, etc., including
SCSS.

Tax Implications Under SCSS

Any gift from a son or daughter to their
senior citizen mother for investment

in SCSS is tax-free under Section 56 of

the Income Tax Act.SCSS accounts
can be opened at public and private
sector banks or post offices. To open an
account, fill out the application form
and submit your PAN card, address
proof, and passport-size photographs.

Deposits below Z1 lakh can be made in

cash, while amounts above %1 lakh

must be made by cheque. Upon
successtul submission, an SCSS

account will be opened, and a

passbook will be provided.

Aditya Birla Fashion Demerger:

Record Date This Week, Check
Ratio & Other Details

New Delhi. Aditya Birla Fashion And Retail has
demerged into two listed entities, aimed at
stronger growth trajectories in their niche
markets. Aditya Birla Lifestyle Brands Limited
(ABLBL) is spinning off from Aditya Birla
Fashion and Retail (ABFRL) to cater to different
customers.

Last week, shares of Aditya Birla Fashion and
Retail Limited settled 0.54 per cent higher to Rs
278.90 apiece.

Aditya Birla Fashion Demerger Record Date

Aditya Birla Fashion And Retail Limited’s board
has fixed Thursday, May 22, 2025, as the record
date for the purpose of determining the equity
shareholders of the company who will be
entitled to be issued equity shares of ABLBL as
per the scheme of arrangement.

Aditya Birla Fashion Demerger Ratio

Shareholders of ABFRL will get shares of ABLBL
in the ratio of 1:1. Accordingly, as per the
sanctioned Scheme, 1 (one) fully paid-up equity
share of ABLBL having face value of Rs. 10
(Rupees Ten) each for every 1 (one) fully paid-
up equity share of Rs. 10 (Rupees Ten) each of
the Company will be issued and allotted by
ABLBL to the equity shareholders of the
Company holding equity shares as on the
Record Date.The said equity shares to be
allotted by ABLBL are proposed to be listed
with BSE Limited and the National Stock
Exchange of India Limited.

ABLBL’s portfolio of brands

The new entity Aditya Birla Lifestyle Brands Ltd.
now holds some of India’s best-known brands in
its kitty.

Lifestyle brands — Louis Philippe, Van Heusen,
Peter England, Allen Solly, Simon Carter

Sportswear — Reebok

Van Heusen innerwear

Youth western wear—American Eagle

ABFRL’s portfolio of brands

The post-demerger entity ABFRL covers a wide
selection of options, ranging all the way from
mass appeal and digital-first brands to luxury
offerings and designer couture.

Masstige & Value Retail

Masstige fashion — Pantaloons

Value fashion—StyleUp

Ethnic Brands

Designer led brands — Sabyasachi, Shantnu and
Nikhil, House of Masaba, Tarun Tahiliani

Premium wear brands — TASVA, TCNS Brands,
Jaypore

The Real Cost Of No-Cost EMIs: What
You Need To Know For Your Credit Score

Splitting purchases
into ‘No-Cost EMIs’
sounds like a win-win.
But if misused, these
schemes can lower
your credit score and
raise red flags for

bureaus. However, it’s
important to be diligent with
emi payments as missed
payments or deferred interest,
can negatively affect your credit
score.

No-Cost EMI schemes can be
misleadingly named, as they are
not entirely free of cost. Rather
than charging the customer
interest directly, the interest is
typically subsidized by the
seller, OEMs, or financing
partner, or embedded into the
product’s price. An example of

by a few days, can significantly
impact your credit score. Since
these loans are often of small value,
users tend to deprioritise them,
assuming that it will have minor
impact to their credit profile, thisis a
costly mistake (eg. Assume, a
customer has 3 loans, two consumer
loans taken for mobile phone and
LED TV and one home loan, if this
customer delays payment on their
mobile phone EMI, in the credit
report it will reflect as 1 out of 3
loans payment is missed and could
have a significant impant on the

lenders.

New Delhi. No-Cost EMI schemes have
become a popular fixture in Indian
consumer finance. Whether you're
buying a smartphone, a refrigerator, or
even paying for a vacation. chances are
you've been offered a “No-Cost EMI"
option at checkout. Splitting a high-ticket
purchase into monthly payments with no
added interest can be a compelling option
for managing expenses.This approach
may also help in building a credit profile
as these transactions are reported to credit

this  structure is, dealer
subvention, a practice commonly used in
the sale of two-wheelers and consumer
durables, where the interest is borne by
the dealer or OEM, or adjusted through
an advance payment or factored into the
cost price.

Many young professionals and first-time

credit users are attracted to No-Cost
EMIs due to easy of access to credit, also
as a way to establish or build their credit
profile. On paper, this makes sense.
Timely EMI payments improve your
credit score, especially if you lack a credit

history. Used judiciously, No-Cost EMIs
can help you demonstrate repayment

behaviour and improve your
creditworthiness over time.However, the
benefits can backfire under certain
scenarios. If you frequently use No-Cost
EMI options across difterent platforms,
you could end up with several open loan
accounts in your credit report, this will
reflect as multiple open credit facilities in
your credit report and raise concerns for
lenders about your borrowing habits
especially if the income does not support
the credit exposure. A missed EMI, even

score) . Additionally, applying for
a No-Cost EMI facility, results in hard
inquiries on your credit report before
approving the transaction. Frequent
inquiries within a short time frame can
impact your credit score adversely.Since
EMIs seem painless, users may commit
to multiple EMIs such No-Cost EMI
facilities in a short duration. This
increases your credit utilization and
perceived financial burden, leading to
increased leverage which can lower your
creditworthiness in the eyes of lenders as
one ofthe matric that is measures.
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Free entry to all monuments on International
Museum Day: Archaeological body

ASI said that this

New Delhi.The Archaeological Survey of India The premier archacological body also has a
dedicated Museum Wing which deals with the
maintenance and management of 52 museums,
which include Sarnath (1910) being the carliest

(ASI) has announced that the entry to all
monuments under its purview and museums
across the country will be free on the occasion

excavated and movable artefacts near the site so
that the displayed objects don't lose their
context and may be studied by researchers and
visitors alike.

initiative seeks to
deepen public
engagement with
India's rich cultural
legacy and to

provide @

meaningful
platform for people

to reconnect with

history and
heritage.

and all the

some

artefacts —

an ASI statement said.

Delhi Launches First Brain Health
Clinic In Dwarka, Plans 10 More

New Delhi. Delhi's first dedicated brain health clinic has
been set up at the Indira Gandhi Hospital in Dwarka,
officials said.The clinic, inaugurated by Delhi Health
Minister Pankaj Singh on Saturday, promises "district-
level access" to neurological treatment and
rehabilitation within the next year, they said.Set up
under India's Brain Health Initiative with support from
NITI Aayog and technical partner IHBAS, the clinic
will offer screening and therapy for stroke, epilepsy,
Parkinson's, dementia, migraine and other disorders,
along with counselling and tele-neurology links for
follow-up care, a statement said.

"This is not just a facility, it is a mission. Whenever you
face a brain-related problem, come here. Don't hide or
delay treatment. Similar centres will be opened in every
district,” Singh said.

Neurological conditions are already the world's second-
biggest cause of death and the leading cause of
disability-adjusted life years (DALYSs), the statement
said.Delhi plans to replicate the Dwarka model across
all the 11 districts in the capital, combining clinics with
lifestyle-modification counselling and caregiver
support, while IHBAS will train the staff and monitor
the outcomes, it said.

Two brothers arrested for
extortion bid in West Delhi

NEW DELHI. A 35-year-old man, who reportedly
suffered a financial loss of Rs 80 lakh in his artificial
jewellery business, has been arrested along with his
brother for allegedly attempting to extort money from a
friend in West Delhi.The duo sent a threatening letter
containing empty cartridges and photographs of the
victim’s family, police said on Saturday.

The accused, Rohit Nagpal (35) and his brother Sagar
(30), residents of Rajan Babu Road in Adarsh Nagar, are
alleged to have hatched a plan to extort money from
their victim, a businessman based in Punjabi Bagh.

On May 13, the victim received a courier at his home
containing two photographs of his wife and son, along
with two empty cartridges and a letter demanding a
large sum of money in US dollars.

The letter also threatened harm to the family if the
payment was not made. Upon receiving the letter, the
victim registered a complaint.“During questioning,
Rohit, who was a close friend of the complainant,
confessed to being behind the extortion attempt. He
explained that he and his brother were struggling to
repay a loan of Rs 80 lakh,” DCP (west) Vichitra Veer
said.

Delhi University to implement
uniform seniority policy for
teachers

NEW DELHI. Delhi University (DU) is set to introduce
a uniform policy to determine the seniority of college
teachers, aiming to promote transparency and
eliminate confusion in faculty appointments and
promotions. The proposal is slated for final approval at
the Executive Council (EC) meeting on May 23,
chaired by Vice-Chancellor Yogesh Singh. The lack of
a clear framework, particularly for Assistant
Professors (Level 10), has led to ambiguity in
promotions and nominations for academic and
statutory committees across DU colleges.

To address this issue, a high-level committee was
formed in July 2024. Led by the Dean of Colleges, the
committee included college principals, Executive and
Academic Council members, as well as
representatives from SC, ST, and OBC communities.
After five meetings and a comprehensive review of
Ordinance XI, the committee presented its
recommendations.

The proposed policy stipulates that departments with
earlier appointments will be deemed senior. In
departments without a unified seniority list, age will
be used to determine seniority, ensuring equal
treatment of first-ranked candidates from different
categories. This approach will be applied until all
ranks are covered.Additionally, the policy introduces
parallel seniority lists within categories, ensuring
clarity without altering overall rankings. This system
is designed to uphold constitutional reservation
provisions and guarantee fair representation in
university governance.

|- of International Museum
Day on Sunday, May
18.ASI said that this year,

it is offering free access to

its network of 52 museums
ticketed
monuments across the
country, which house
of India’s most
treasured archaecological
from
prehistoric tools and
sculptures to mediaeval
inscriptions, to encourage
wider public participation.
This initiative secks
deepen public engagement
with India’s rich cultural
legacy and to provide a
meaningful platform for
people to reconnect with history and heritage,

to

New Delhi. Indian Space Research
Organisation's (ISRO) 63rd PSLV
launch to put the EOS-9 surveillance
satellite in orbit could not be
accomplished as the launch failed
during the third of four stages due to a
fall in pressure.The space agency said
the on Sunday morning that an
anomaly during the solid fuel stage
was observed after successful first and
second stages, minutes after PSLV's
lift-off from the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota at 5.59 am. This
was the agency's 101st mission launch
from Sriharikota.

[SRO's workhorse rocket Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle's (PSLV) launch failed
due to a fall in chamber pressure, the
space agency's chairman V
Narayanan, instrumental in
determining
Chandrayaan-2 lander failure in 2023,
said. "Today we targeted the 101st
launch from Sriharikota, the PSLV-
C61 EOS-09 mission. The PSLV is a
four-stage vehicle and up to the second
stage, the performance was normal.
The third stage motor started perfectly
but during the functioning of the third

the cause of

in the series of Archaeological Site Museums in
the country.The concept of Archaeological Site
Museums came up to preserve and display the

L L N
=1

stage we are seeing an observation and
the mission could not be
accomplished,"” Mr Narayanan said.
"There was a fall in the chamber
pressure of the motor case and the
mission could not be accomplished.
We are studying the entire
performance, we shall come back at
the earliest," Mr Narayanan said post
the unsuccessful launch. During the
third stage, a solid rocket motor
provides the upper stage with a high
thrust after the atmospheric phase the
launch.As per standard procedure,
ISRO's internal failure analysis
committee and the government's
external committee are now expected
to probe the failure of the PSLV,
considered a reliable rocket that

Recently, India's first
underground museum at the
World Heritage Site of
Humayun's Tomb was
inaugurated, along with the
Virtual Experiential Museum
at Man Mahan Observatory in
Varanasi and the
Archacological site of
Lalitagiri in Odisha,

The ASI also said that its Site-
Museums are being upgraded
to facilitate the needs of every
section of society and modern
interventions like AR-VR are
also being incorporated to
ensure a holistic experience
for visitors.Having a
nationwide reach with 3,698
protected monuments and

sites and 52 museums, ASI’s 26 sites are in
UNESCO’s World Heritage list.

Why ISRO's EQS-9 Satellite Launch Failed

launched the Chandrayaan and
Mangalyaan missions. The
conclusions of these committees'
findings are usually expected in a few
weeks.

On board the rocket was the Earth
Observation Satellite - 9 (EOS-9),
designed to provide continuous and
reliable remote sensing data for
operational applications across
various sectors. Had it been placed
into orbit 500 kilometres above the
Earth's surface, it would have
enhanced India's surveillance
capabilities shortly after a ceasefire
brought cross-border tensions to a halt.

Though EOS-9 was not put into orbit
today, four radar satellites and eight
cartosats continue to maintain vigil.
EOS-9, however, had the capability to
continue surveillance in all weather
conditions and at night owing to its
Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR).
Apart from maintaining a hawk's eye
along India's borders, it would have
been vital for applications ranging
from agriculture and forestry
monitoring to disaster management,
urban planning and national security.

Ashoka University professor arrested over
social media post on Operation Sindoor

New Delhi. An associate professor and
head of the Political Science
department at Ashoka University in
Haryana has been arrested over a social
media post related to Operation
Sindoor, India’s
retaliatory action against
Pakistan following the
Pahalgam terrorist
attacks.

The professor, Ali Khan
Mahmudabad, was taken
into custody in Delhi
after a complaint was
filed by a member of the
BIP’s vouth wing. The
Haryana State B8
Commission for Women |
had also issued anotice to |
him regarding his
remarks.The Commission’s notice
included excerpts from Mahmudabad’s

for Colonel Sofia Qureshi and
suggested that the same people should
also advocate for victims of mob
lynchings and the “arbitrary”

demolition of homes. Mahmudabad,

however, has said that his comments
were misinterpreted.

pos{ i which ‘he queslloned the Assistant Commissioner of Haryana

"applause from right-wing supporters"

'‘Justice, Not Revenge":

Police (ACP) Ajeet Singh confirmed to

news agency PTI that the professor was
arrested over his remarks related to
Operation Sindoor.

The arrest has sparked an online debate,

with several political leaders and
academics voicing support for
the professor. AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi condemned
the move, stating that the
professor's post was neither
anti-national nor misogynistic,
and accused the police of
targeting individuals for
expressing their opinion.
Utterly condemnable. If true,
Haryana police reportedly
arrested him from Delhi,
violating legal process. This
targets an individual for his
opinions; his post wasn’t anti-
national or misogynistic. A mere
complaint by a BJP worker made
Haryana police take action," Owaisi
tweeted.

Meanwhile,

Goa is for yoga, cows, not
pleasure: Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant

Y WHATAA VI STEATE HEleAd

New Delhi.Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant

said that Goa is more of a "vog bhoomi" (land of
devotion and yoga) and "go-mata bhoomi" (land
of cows) than a "bhog bhoomi" (land of
pleasure), asserting that the coastal state is
attracting more people for its temples and culture
than for its "sun, sand, and sea.""Earlier,
whenever people used to come to Goa, they used
to think that this is bhog bhoomi (land of
pleasure). But, this is not bhog bhoomi, it is yog
bhoomi (land of devotion and yoga) instead. This
is go-mata bhoomi...Over here, there is the
ashram of Sanatan Sanstha as well," said Chief
Minister Sawant, addressing the opening
ceremony of 'Sanatan Rashtra Shankhnad
Mahotsav' on Saturday.

Referring to the legend of Lord Vishnu's avatar,

Lord Parashuram, creating Goa by shooting an
arrow into the Arabian Sea and causing it to
recede, Chief Minister Sawant said: "This 1s Lord
Parshuram's land." Chief Minister Sawant was
speaking at the 83rd birth anniversary of Sanatan
Sanstha’s founder, Jayant Athavale.Sawant said
that the state's clean and beautiful temples are
drawing more people than its beaches."In the
past, people visited Goa to witness sun, sand, and
sea. That has changed now. Tourists are arriving
here to experience our rich culture and grand
temples," he said, as reported by news agency
PTI.He further mentioned that the temples in Goa
are not managed by the government but by local
communities who have upheld centuries-old
rituals and customs.

India blocks land route for
several Bangladeshi goods, hits

textile trade
NEW DELHI. In a tit-for-tat move, India has

banned imports of several items from
Bangladesh via land routes, dealing a severe
blow to Dhaka, which already has a massive
trade deficit with Delhi amounting to USD 9.2
billion for the fiscal year ending March 2024,

As per a notification sent by the Commerce

Ministry, dated May 17. imports from
Bangladesh will only be allowed through
Mumbai's Nhava Sheva and Kolkata's
seaports.Several items like fruits, fruit-
flavoured and carbonated drinks. processed
food items, wooden furniture, plastic, dyes,
cotton and cotton yarn waste, among others,
have been included in the list.

Imports of these products through the land

customs check posts in Assam. Meghalaya,
Tripura, Mizoram and Changrabandha and
Fulbari in West Bengal have now been barred.

However, fish, edible oil, LPG and crushed

stones have been exempted from the list. This
latest move will make Bangladeshi goods even
more expensive, acting as a disincentive for
Indian importers.Bangladesh -- a major
exporter of textiles and readymade garments -
will now be unable to send these goods via
land routes, severely impairing Dhaka's export
sector.

Last month, the Narendra Modi government

pulled the plug on the transshipment facility
that had allowed Bangladesh's export cargo to
flow smoothly to other countries like Bhutan,
Nepal and Myanmar.Days later, Bangladesh
stopped its import of yarn -- which forms 30
per cent of Delhi's textile exports to Dhaka --
through Benapole, Bhomra, Sonamasjid,
Banglabandha and Burimari land ports.
Bangladesh's Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus called for "an integrated
economic plan for Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan,
and the Seven Sisters" last week. This proposal
came two months after Yunus urged China to
extend its economic footprint not only to
Bangladesh but also to India's seven
northeastern states.

Indian Army

Shares New Operahon Sindoor

.The Indlun Army
shared fresh visuals
of military action
carried out under
Operation Sindoor,
calling it justice for

the Pahalgam attack.

hrmg and shelling on Pakistani
territory as part of the strikes on
May 7 and later. A soldier can
be heard saying, "This

(Operation Sindoor) started ==+ B

with the Pahalgam attack. It is
not anger but a resolve to teach |
a lesson that will be
remembered in the future. It is
justice, notrevenge.” \
In the video captioned as
"Planned,
executed", the soldier is heard
saying that all Pakistani posts

trained and B

no meeting of the Directors General of

under:- No DGMO talks are
scheduled today. As far as
continuation of a break in
hostilities, as decided in
DGMOs interaction of 12
May is concerned, there is no
~ expirydatetoit.”

.~ The Centre also announced a
list of fifty-one political
leaders, parliamentarians and
former ministers from
various political parties who
will be part of the seven
delegations travelling to

from where firing was initiated were
decimated.As cross-border tensions

continued after May 7 Operation

New Delhi. The Indian Army shared fresh
visuals of military action carried out

calling it
justice and not revenge for the Pahalgam
attack in which 26 civilians were killed.

The video shared on the Army's Western
Command X handle showed military

under Operation Sindoor,

Sindoor, in which nine terror targets in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir were struck, a ceasefire was
reached between the two countries on
May 10. New Delhi said trade with
Pakistan and the Indus Water Treaty
would continue to remain in abeyance.
This comes on a day the Indian Army said

Military Operations (DGMO) of India
and Pakistan was scheduled for Sunday,
adding that the ceasefire between the two
countries continues.

A defence ministry statement said, "Some
media houses are reporting that the
Ceasefire between India and Pakistan is
ending today. In addition, queries are also
being received if a DGMO-level talk is
scheduled today? The response is as

world capitals to put across India's
resolve to tackle terrorism against the
backdrop of Operation Sindoor. The
delegations led by Baijayant Panda, Ravi
Shankar Prasad (both BIP), Sanjay
Kumar Jha (JDU), Shrikant Shinde (Shiv
Sena), Shashi Tharoor (Congress),
Kanimozhi (DMK) and Supriya Sule
(NCP-SP) will visit a total of 32 countries
and the EU headquarters in Brussels,
Belgium.

AN B
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Estonian businessmen among
5 dead as two helicopters
collide midair in Finland

world. Two helicopters collided in mid-air over the
western Eura province of Finland on Saturday:, killing
all five on board, Finnish news outlet Helsinki Times
reported. The helicopters crashed to the ground after
the collision.Finnish police said that five people were
on board the two helicopters, and there were "several
fatalities." The authorities are yet to determine the
victims and the complete details of the event.

Estonian tycoons Oleg Snajalg, a wind energy pioneer,
and Priit Jaagant, construction firm chairman, died in
the accident.The accident occurred close to Eura
airport, within the area that British helicopter
squadrons had been deployed recently for milita
manoeuvres in late April. Finnish General Staff
verified that no Finnish Air Force or foreign military
aircraft were involved. The helicopters were civilian
and were said to be carrying businessmen who flew
from Estonia.

HELICOPTERS’ FLIGHT PATH AND WITNESS
ACCOUNTS

Local media reported that one helicopter had three

assengers, and the other had two. Both the

helicopters departed from Tallinn, the capital of
Estonia, and were on their way to Piikajarvi Airportin
Kokemaki, some 15 kilometers from Eura airport.

As India expels illegal
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Donald Trump tells Walmart to
'eat the tariffs,’ not raise prices

President Trump told Walmart
to "eat the tariffs" instead of
raising prices. He criticised
the retailer for blaming import
taxes and said it should use its
profits to avoid passing costs
to shoppers. Walmart says it's
trying to keep prices low.

world.US President Donald Trump blasted
Walmart and saying "eat the tariffs"
instead of passing the cost on to American
consumers. Trump took to social media
on Saturday, accusing Walmart of
blaming his administration's import

duties for price hikes. He asked the
company to absorb costs

itself."Walmart should STOP trying to
blame Tariffs as the reason for raising |

prices throughout the chain,” Trump
wrote on Truth Social. “Walmart made
BILLIONS OF DOLLARS last year,
far more than expected. Between
Walmart and China they should, as is
said, 'EAT THE TARIFFS, and not
charge valued customers ANYTHING.
Il be watching, and so will your
customers!!!"Trump spoke after
Walmart announced on Thursday that
prices on many items like groceries and
children's car seats might increase soon.
Walmart's warning came in defiance of
the government's move to lower tariffs
temporarily for Chinese imports. Walmart
CEO Doug McMillon said during the
company’s earnings call, "We can control
what we can control. Even at the reduced

levels, the higher tariffs will result in
higher prices."

The company expects these price increases
to take effect later this month.

WALMART SAYS IT’S DOING ITS
BESTTO KEEPPRICES LOW

A Walmart spokesperson responded to
Trump’s criticism, telling CBS News that
the company is committed to keeping
costs down for shoppers. “We'll keep
prices as low as we can for as long as we
can given the reality of small retail
margins," the spokesperson said. "We
won’t stop.”

Walmart's Chief Financial Officer, John
David Rainey, described how despite
price control efforts, certain products are
becoming more costly to manufacture.
He indicated that a $350 car seat
produced in China could soon be an
additional $100 higher because of
tariffs."We're wired to keep prices low,
but there's a limit to what we can bear, or
any retailer for that matter," Rainey told
The Associated Press.Walmart is not
alone in dealing with tariff headwinds.
Other large companies, like Amazon and
Apple, have also been hit by supply chain
issues and rising costs. Numerous
companies have lowered their annual
estimates due to consumers reducing
spending in reaction to higher
prices. Trump had promised that tariffs
would mostly be paid by foreign
countries, not US businesses or
consumers.

Bangladeshi immigrants,
Dhaka claims 'push-ins' at
horder

Dhaka. Bangladesh Home Affairs Adviser Lieutenant
General (Retd) Md Jahangir Alam Chowdhury on
Saturday said that Indian nationals found staying
illegally in the country will be repatriated through
proper diplomatic channels. The adviser made these
remarks after inaugurating the third floating Border
Outpost in Satkhira, news agency Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) reported.Bangladesh does
not engage in “push-ins like India but believes in
resolving issues through diplomacy", Chowdhury
said, according to The Dhaka Tribune newspaper.

Bangladesh has always abided by international laws
and protocols,” he said."The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has already written to India regarding the
matter. Foreign Affairs Adviser Touhid Hossain and
National Security Adviser and Chief Adviser’s High
Representative on Rohingya Affairs Khalilur
Rahman are maintaining diplomatic communication
ontheissue,” he added.

He said that India has been informed that if any
Bangladeshi citizen is residing in India illegally. they
should be returned through proper channels.

Similarly, if any Indian nationals are found to be
staying in Bangladesh without authorisation. they
will be repatriated following legal procedures, he
said.He added: “We have requested the Indian side
not to conduct push-ins but to follow formal
repatriation procedures.”The adviser claimed that on
Friday, an attempt was made by India “to push in
individuals along the Brahmanbaria border, which
was foiled with the help of the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB), Ansar members, and local
residents™.“If the local community remains united
and vigilant, such push-ins can be resisted,” the
adviser said.

Handshake power play?
Turkey's Erdogan grabs
Macron's finger mid-talk

f

Russian spies targeted Elon
Musk using sex, drugs: Ex-FBI
agent drops bombshell

Who are Oleg Sonajalg and Priit Jaagant,
business tycoons died in helicopter crash?

"We regret to inform you that today, at
noon on May 17, two Estonian
helicopters crashed in Finland,
killing Priit Jaagant, the chairman of
the board of one of Estonia's largest
construction company groups,
Mapri, and his wife Lilit Jaagant,
According to unconfirmed reports,
there are no survivors," the company
announced.

The second helicopter involved in the
crash was an Austrian-registered
Robinson helicopter with the

registration OE-XOS. Jaagant, who

had no official aviation background,
was said to be flying his aircraft.

Emergency crews responded quickly.
One of the helicopters was said to have
burst into flames upon impact, aiding
rescuers in finding the location. The
areca was secured by the Finnish
Defence Forces, and a full
investigation is currently being led by
the National Bureau of Investigation
(NBI) into why the helicopter crashed.

Organisers of the Piikajrvi Airfield, the

site of the crash, said that the two

helicopters belonged to a fleet of about

20 aircraft and 50 participants flying

from Estonia for a weekend aviation

festival.

world. A midair collision between
two helicopters near Eura airfield
in Finland has resulted in the deaths
of five individuals, including two
of Estonia’s prominent business
figure -- Oleg Snajalg, 58, a wind
energy pioneer, and Priit Jaagant,
52, an Estonian business
executive.The aircraft, both
lightweight four-seater helicopters,
were en route from Tallinn to a
private aviation gathering in
Finland when the fatal collision
occurred. Estonian businessman Vaino
Kaldoja, founder of Silberauto,
confirmed the involvement of the two
men to the local media."Priit Jaagant
had his own helicopter and Oleg
Snajalg had his. They collided with
each other," Kaldoja said.

According to authorities, five people
were aboard the two aircraft—three in
one and two in the other. Estonian
public broadcaster ERR, citing initial
information from the country’s foreign
ministry, reported that no one survived
the crash.

OLEG SNAJALG: WIND ENERGY
PIONEERAND ENTREPRENEUR

Oleg Snajalg, along with his brother
Andres, played a key role in propelling

world.A former FBI agent has claimed that Russian
intelligence targeted billionaire and Donald Trump's
close aide Elon Musk for blackmail, using his
interests in sex and drugs to possibly influence him.
The former Counterintelligence agent, Jonathan
Buma, made the claim during a documentary aired by
German broadcaster ZDF.

Buma said that Musk and PayPal co-founder Peter
Thiel were under scrutiny by Russian spies after the
war in Ukraine began. He added that secret
information was collected to potentially use against
them, if needed."Musk’s susceptibility to
promiscuous women and drug use, particularly
ketamine were scen by Russian intelligence as an
opportunity for an agent to exploit," Buma stated in
the documentary. He also noted that Musk’s love for
events like Burning Man, adult entertainment, and
gambling made him even more vulnerable to such spy
attempts.

Buma spent 16 years in the FBI before he was arrested
in March for leaking confidential information to a
publishing house. He was indicted on one count of
"Disclosure of Confidential Information" and freed
on $100,000 bail.

DID PUTIN KNOWABOUT THE OPERATION?

According to Buma, Russian President Vladimir Putin
was aware of the plans. "The agents would not have
gotten involved in the blackmail plot had the Russian
president not known about the action and approved
it," he said. However, Buma did not share the source
of his information.

"Musk’s susceptibility to promiscuous women and
drug use, particularly ketamine were seen by Russian
intelligence as an opportunity for an agent to exploit,"
said ex-FBI agent Jonathan Buma.The Wall Street
Journal had earlier reported that Musk and Putin have
been in contact since 2022, the year Russia invaded
Ukraine. This link raised questions regarding the
control Russia would seek to have over influential
American businessman.

MUSK'STIES WITH UKRAINE

Musk's stature dipped in the US, and his businesses,
including Tesla, have struggled financially. He
announced he would take a step back from his
position as chair of DOGE (Department of
Government Efficiency) to concentrate more on
Tesla.

Estonia towards renewable energy.
Their company, Eleon, was behind the
development of the Aidu wind farm,
which marked a big step for the nation's
wind power sector.

Oleg Snajalg was often seen in the
Estonian media, not just for his
business ventures but also for speaking
openly about personal matters. He used
to piloting the aircraft often. He was
operating a Robinson R44 registered as
ES-ETR at the time of the crash.

PRIIT JAAGANT: CHAIRMAN OF
MAPRI EHITUS

Priit Jaagant was the head of Mapri
Ehitus, the largest construction group
in Estonia. His firm also confirmed his
and his wife, Lilit Jaagant, who was
also on board.

Lufthansa flight flew unattended for 10
minutes after co-pilot fainted: Report

thanks to the active autopilot.
During this time period, the voice
recorder recorded strange noises in
the cockpit that were consistent with
an acute health emergency. dpa
reported.

The captain initially tried entering the
regular door opening code, which
triggers a buzzer in the cockpit so
that the co-pilot can open the door.
He did so five times without being
able to enter the cockpit. A

stewardess tried to contact the co-pilot
using the onboard telephoneFinally,
the captain typed in an emergency code
that would have allowed him to open
the door on his own. However, shortly
before the door opened automatically,
the co-pilot opened it from the inside
despite being ill, dpareported.

world.A Lufthansa flight from
Frankfurt, Germany, to Seville,
Spain, was left without a pilot in
control for nearly 10 minutes after
the co-pilot fainted while alone in
the cockpit. According to a report by
the Spanish air accident °
investigation authority CIAIAC, the
co-pilot of the Airbus A321 lost
consciousness on February 17,
2024, when the captain stepped
away to use the restroom.The
aircraft, which was carrying 199
passengers and six crew members, flew
for around 10 minutes without a pilot in
command of the plane, according to the
report.

Lufthansa told dpa that it was aware of
the investigation report and that its own
flight safety department had also

Bomb blast near California clinic kills
one; FBI calls it act of terrorism

conducted an investigation. The
company didn't disclose its results, dpa
said.

HOW DID UNCONSCIOUS CO-
PILOTAPPARENTLY OPERATE
Although the unconscious co-pilot
apparently operated controls
unintentionally, the aircraft was able to
continue flying in a stable manner

world.Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan not
letting go of his French counterpart Emmanuel
Macron's fingers during the European Political
Community (EPC) summit in Albania has left
social media commentators amused. Many
wondered whether the finger-grabbing gesture was
Erdogan’s subtle display of power play, even
catching Macron off guard.In the video, which has
now gone viral, Erdogan is seen grabbing Macron's
hand and patting it. Things take a curious turn when
an unsuspecting Macron extends his other hand to
Erdogan. As Macron tries to free his hand, Erdogan
-- while exchanging a few words -- holds on to the
French President’s index finger.

The next 13 seconds appear uncomfortable for A b b I d d interest in the investigation. AN W N Acrial footage showed a burned-out car in a
Macron as he stands there talking and trying to free omp explodaea near a The person killed was found close to a & R parking lot behind the building that housed
his hand, with Erdogan silently holding his finger fel"l'ili'l'v dinic in Pﬂlm vehicle that had been completely | ZEAN the fertility clinic’s office space. The blast

caved in the building’s roof and blew a
wide debris field across a sidewalk and
four lanes of the street on the other side of
the structure.Rhino Williams, 47, was
chatting with customers at a restaurant he
helps manage inside the Skylark Hotel just
over a block away from the scene when he
heard a huge boom. Everything rattled, he

destroyed outside the clinic run by
American Reproductive Centers, Davis
stated. The blast occurred around 11
AM local time near the intersection of
North Indian Canyon Drive and East
Tachevah Drive."Make no mistake, this
is an intentional act of terrorism," Davis k
said, adding the FBI would determine if

while seated, before eventually letting it go.

Since the video has gone viral, many have started
speculating about Erdogan's body language during
the briefinteraction captured in the footage.

According to a Turkish media outlet, Erdogan reacted
in that manner as "Macron tried to establish
psychological superiority by putting his hand" on

Springs, killing one and
injuring at least five. The
FBI has called it an
intentional act of

the Turkish President's shoulder."But Erdogan did
not allow it, he held his finger tightly and did not let
go," the Turkish media outlet added.The EPC
summit saw the representation of leaders from 47
countries on Friday. The summit aimed to boost
regional security ties and strengthen political
stability across Europe. However, it will be
remembered for several unique moments.In
another standout instance, Albania’s Prime
Minister, Edi Rama, bent on one knee and greeted
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni with a
'namaste’ -- winning the hearts of many online with
his respectful gesture.

terrorism. The FBI and ATF

are investigating the
cause.

—

world. An explosion near a health clinic in
Palm Springs, California, resulted in the
death of one person and lefi at least five
others injured on Saturday. The FBI called
the incident an "intentional act of
terrorism". The assistant director of the
FBI's Los Angeles field office, Akil Davis,
said that authorities have a person of

it was an act of "international terrorism
or a domestic terrorism."The Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) and the FBI have
assisted in investigating the incident and
were sent to the scene to help local law
enforcement agencies.

The aftermath video shows thick black
smoke rising from the clinic as firefighters
work to put out the fire.

CLINIC SUSTAINS DAMAGE

Dr. Maher Abdallah, who runs the American
Reproductive Centres fertility clinic,

confirmed that his clinic was damaged. He
told The Associated Press in a phone
interview that all of his staff were safe and

accounted for.The explosion damaged the
practice’s office space, where it conducts
consultations with patients, but lefi the IVF
lab and all of the stored embryos there
unharmed."l really have no clue what
happened,” Abdallah said. “Thank God
today happened to be a day that we have no
patients."

said, and Williams — who has a
background in aviation — immediately
sprinted to the scene to see if anyone was in
need of help, thinking a helicopter might
have crashed.

Williams saw a large dark grey plume of
smoke and covered his nose with his shirt
as he smelled burning plastic and rubber.
He said he saw a building had “blown out”
into the street, with bricks and debris
scattered everywhere, and spotted a car’s
front axle on fire in the building’s parking
lot.
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Ageless James Anderson
stars with double wickets on
County Cricket comeback

Y \E
AR

New Delhi. James Anderson marked his
much-anticipated return to competitive
cricket by claiming two wickets for 24 runs
for Lancashire in their County
Championship fixture against Derbyshire
on May 17. The veteran seamer’s
performance played a key role in putting
Lancashire in control on Day 2 of the match
at Old Trafford.Making his first appearance
of the season after recovering from a calf
injury, Anderson wasted little time
reminding fans of his class. Despite
conceding three boundaries in his opening
over, the 42-year-old struck with his 18th
delivery, removing Caleb Jewell to break
Derbyshire’s opening partnership. He later
dismissed David Lloyd, further denting the
visitors” innings and reducing them to 112/4
— still trailing Lancashire’s first-innings
total of 458 by a considerable margin.

This outing marked Anderson’s first
competitive match since his international
farewell against the West Indies last June.
Earlier this year, he signed a one-year
contract extension with Lancashire,
committing to red-ball cricket following the
end of his England career.

The Old Trafford crowd greeted his return
with a warm standing ovation, and
Anderson responded in kind with a typically
precise and effective spell. Though now part
of England’s coaching setup as a bowling
consultant, Anderson has been vocal about
his desire to continue contributing on the
field.With 1,100+ first-class wickets to his
name, the County Championship’s most
prolific bowler showed once again why he
remains an invaluable asset for Lancashire.

| am surprised: Sourav
Ganguly shocked after
Virat Kohli's Test
retirement

“ 3y

New Delhi. The Indian cricket team is reeling
from the sudden retirements of two of its
most iconic players, Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli, from Test cricket. This unexpected
move has created a massive void in the team,
leaving many to wonder who will fill their
shoes.

Back on May 7, the 38-year-old Rohit hung his
boots from the purest format. On May 12, it
was Kohli’s turn to bid goodbye to Test
cricket. Both players retired with India set to
start their campaign in the 2025-27 World
Test Championship with the five-match Test
series in England.

Former Indian captain Sourav Ganguly shared
his thoughts on the retirements, saying,
"Playing or leaving is your own decision.
Both Virat and Rohit have left the game of
their own free will. Both of them have had
incredible careers." While Rohit's retirement
may not be surprising, Ganguly expressed
his surprise at Kohli's decision, stating, "Yes,
I am surprised."With Rohit Sharma’s
retirement, the big question on everyone’s
mind is: Who will lead India in Test cricket?
Ganguly acknowledged the challenge,
saying that it’s a tough decision and believed
the selectors will choose the next skipper
based on their deep understanding of the
team’s needs and the demands of the longest
format."The selectors will take decisions as
per their understanding. A lot must be
thought about in terms of captaincy. Long-
term thinking. Many are talking about Jasprit
Bumrah. There are concerns about his injury.
We will have to think about everything
together," he said.

Meanwhile, the Indian Premier League is back
in full swing. The match between Royal
Challengers Bangalore and Kolkata Knight
Riders in Bengaluru was abandoned due to
rain, but the spotlight is already shifting to
the IPL final, scheduled for June 3. Although
Eden Gardens in Kolkata was initially set to
host the final, rumours are swirling that the
venue may be shifted to
Ahmedabad.Ganguly, however, remains
optimistic about Kolkata hosting the final.
"The final cannot be removed so easily!
Efforts are underway to conduct the finals
here by CAB. Nothing will be achieved by
protesting and marching. Talks are ongoing
with the board. CAB is having a great
relationship with BCCI. Everything will be
fine. I am optimistic, the final will be here."
Ganguly said.

IPL 2025: How KKR collapsed right
after their hile-wmnlng season

Kolkata Knight Riders were
eliminated from IPL 2025 after a
rainout capped off a disappointing
season marked by poor team
decisions and underperformance.
The franchise now faces pressure
to overhaul its squad and

leadership.

New Delhi. Defending champions Kolkata
Knight Riders' Indian Premier League
campaign was ended by rain on Saturday,
May 17, at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium.
KKR, playing their 13th league stage match
of the tournament, needed a win to stay alive
in the competition, but it was not to be, as the
rain refused to stop in Bengaluru.lt felt
fitting that even the gods didn’t wish to see
this KKR team in action—a side that made
some odd decisions throughout the season.
The Ajinkya Rahane-led team looked like a

shadow of the unit that dominated the
competition in 2024.

KKR's record of 5 wins, 6 losses, and 1
no result from 13 matches stands in
stark contrast to their fortunes last
season, when they won 9 and lost only
3 games. And that hasn’t come as a
major surprise, given how the team
was set up this year.

The franchise broke up their successful
opening combination of Phil Salt and
Sunil Narine, who were prolific in
2024. That opening pair consistently
set the pace in games, giving the lower
order the cushion to occasionally fail
without hurting the team,

P — ] owever, with Salt gone, KKR needed their

other top-order batters to step
up—something that unfortunately didn’t
happen. The team stayed rigid with its
batting order, delaying the entry of hitters
like Andre Russell, Rinku Singh, and
Ramandeep Singh. That lack of flexibility
showed in their middling scores this season.
What didn’t help was the prolonged poor form
of Venkatesh Iyer, who has scored just 142
runs in 11 maiches so far. lyer, the most
expensive player (723.75 crore) in KKR's
history, insisted that he didn’t feel any

pressure from the price tag, but that seemed
increasingly unlikely as his performances
dwindled.

The exit of Shreyas lyer

"Shreyas lyer was not given the credit he
deserved after KKR won the IPL 2024."
fumed Sunil Gavaskar after the team’s exit
from the Indian Premier League.Gavaskar
criticised the narrative built around KKR’s
2024 success, where most of the praise went
to Gautam Gambhir. Since leaving the
franchise, Iyer has led Punjab Kings to a
sensational season in IPL 2025, thriving in
an environment of trust and belief under
Ricky Ponting. On the other hand, both

Pep Guardiola avoids Dean Henderson VAR
question after Crystal Palace defeat

«Crystal Palace stunned
Manchester City to clinch their
first-ever major trophy, with a
controversial VAR call and @
heroic Dean Henderson
performance playing pivotal
roles in a dramatic FA Cup Final

at Wembley.

New Delhi.Manchester City manager Pep

Guardiola refused to comment on the
controversial VAR (Video Assistant
Referee) decision that went against his side
during their 1-0 defeat to Crystal Palace in
the FA Cup Final. The incident in question
involved Palace goalkeeper Dean
Henderson, who appeared to handle the ball
outside the penalty area in the 26th minute
while attempting to intercept a pass

intended for City striker Erling Haaland.
However, foliuwmg a VAR review, the But it’s a question of rhythm for the New Delhi. Former Olympic champion

decision was given in favour of
Henderson.When asked about the incident
post-match, Guardiola declined to share
his views, instead suggesting that such
questions be directed towards the referees.
Crystal Palace made history by lifting their
first-ever major trophy in 120 years,
courtesy of a 16th-minute goal from
Eberechi Eze. Despite being dominated in
terms of possession, Palace managed to hold
firmagainst City’s star-studded attack.

“Don’t ask me, ask the VAR and the referee"

Guardiola said post-match.Guardiola also
shared his take on Dean Henerson wasting
time whenever he recieved the ball, which

leftalot of City fans and players irritated,
specificlly after conceeding the goal in
the 16th minute.”Listen, he defended his
position, we defended our position. |
understand in the last minutes, but since
the first or second minutes? He's British,
you know, in the English football, you
have to play,” Guardiola said.

“I"m sorry, everyone can do whatever they
want. We have to score goals. We didn’t
lose because Henderson was time-
wasting.

players,"he added.Henderson emerged as
one of the key figures in the match. Besides
the contentious moment, he made several
crucial saves — most notably denying Omar
Marmoush from the penalty spot in the 36th
minute. The former Manchester United
goalkeeper went on to reveal the overvioew

Gambhir and KKR have struggled in
their respective roles."He didn't get
the credit for the IPL victory last
season. All the plaudits were given to
someone else. It's the captain who
plays a major role in what’s happening
in the middle, not someone sitting in
the dugout. See, this year he's getting
fair credit. No one is giving all the
credit to Ricky Ponting,” Gavaskar
said on Star Sports afier KKR's exit.
The reality is that before winning the
Champions Trophy 2025, Gambhir's
position as India coach was under
threat. While that pressure has eased
for now, the same can’t be said for KKR,
whose decision to change leadership and
appoint Ajinkya Rahane has completely
backfired,

Time for a rejig
After their brilliant run in [PL 2024, KKR were

forced to part ways with mentor Gautam
Gambbhir and batting coach Abhishek Nayar,
two long-serving members of the franchise.
The abrupt change caught the team off guard,
as new relationships had to be built between
players and coaches. That disruption directly
contributed to poor planning and execution,
especially in the batting order.

Neeraj Chopra hits 90.23:

2016 Olympic champion

welcomes India athlete
to 90m club

Thomas Rohler welcomed Neeraj Chopra to
the 90m club after the Indian athlete delivered
a stellar performance at the Doha Diamond
League.On Friday, Neeraj crossed the 90m
mark for the first time in his career,
surpassing his previous best of 89.94m set at
the 2022 Stockholm Diamond League.

of the conversation he had with Guardiolaat [y Doha. the 27-year-old recorded a throw of

full-time, and even his sly added-time dig at
the City manager."l just went to shake his
hand but obviously I think he was
disappointed with the time wasting. | said,
“You got the 10 minutes [of added time] that
you wanted.” No hard feelings." Henderson
said.

Jusmine Paolini beats Coco Gauff to end 40-
year wait for home winner of Italian Ope

New Delhi. Jasmine Paolini scripted history -

on Saturday, becoming the first Italian
woman in 40 years to win the singles title at

the Italian Open with a commanding 6-4, 6- 8

2 win over world No. 3 Coco Gauff.Roared
on by a passionate home crowd at the Foro
Italico, the 29-year-old from Tuscany
produced a composed and confident
performance to secure the biggest
claycourt title of her career and her second
WTA 1000 crown, following her victory in
Dubai last year. Paolini is the first Italian to
lift the trophy in Rome during the Open Era.
The last to win the women's title was
Raffaella Reggi in 1985, when the
tournament was held in Taranto."It's pure
joy to have this trophy in my hands here in
Rome at home," Paolini said. "Really happy
about it and grateful, as well."i, ATP Finals,

Australian Open and Rome.

"Congrats for the amazing week Coco. You
reached finals so you're playing great. You
are such a great player and a great person,"
Paolini said.Paolini, who will return to a
career-high world No. 4 ranking on Monday,
took early control of the final, edging a tight
first set in 54 minutes before racing to a 3-0
lead in the second. She sealed the match in

just under 90 minutes.Gauff, the reigning
U.S. Open champion, struggled with
consistency, committing 55 unforced
errors, while Paolini remained steady,
winning 76% of her first-serve points.
Gauff had been in strong form throughout
the week, beating Zheng Qinwen, Mirra
Andreeva, and Emma Raducanu, but was
unable to match Paolini's level in the
final.[Paolini] forced me to play that way,"
Gauff said after the match. "Maybe | could
have served better and put more balls in the
court, could play better. I definitely could
and can, But she played to win today and she
deserved to win,""Congrats Jasmine on this
incredible achievement. You're an
incredible person and player. It's always
tough playing you. Good luck in the doubles
final.

RR vs PBKS, IPL 2025 Preview:
XI, team news and Julpur pl’rch

«IPL 2025: Rajasthan

Royals have their task cut
out when they face the
Punjab Kings, who are on
the cusp of making their
way through to the
playoffs in the ongoing
edition of the T20 league.

New Delhi. Punjab Kings (PBKS) have a

golden opportunity as they take on Rajasthan
Royals (RR) in the first match of Sunday’s
doubleheader in the Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2025 at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium
in Jaipur. A win would bring PBKS closer to
ending their 10-year wait for a spot in the IPL

final—their last top-four finish came
in 2014, when they finished as
runners-up after losing to Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR).

Currently, placed third on the points
table with 15 points and a net run rate
of +0.376, PBKS have won seven of
their 11 matches so far. Their most
recent outing was interrupted when
IPL 2025 was halted during their
game against Delhi Capitals (DC) at
the HPCA Stadium in Dharamsala.

Rajasthan Royals, meanwhile, are
already out of contention for the
playoffs. However, they’ll be eager to
wrap up their home campaign in

after a narrow one-run loss to KKR at Eden
Gardens.

With regular captain Sanju Samson
unavailable, stand-in skipper Riyan Parag
has faced mounting pressure. Another loss
could see RR slip to the bottom of the table,

currently occupied by Chennai Super Kings.
Jaipur on a high. They come into this game RR vs PBKS: Head-to-Head

The Royals and Kings have faced each other in

29 matches since 2008. RR have a 17-11 lead
over their opponents with one game ending
in a tie. In Jaipur, RR have won five out of six
matches. In their last five meetings, RR have
a3-2lead.

90.23 metres, although it wasn’t enough to
secure the top spot. Germany’s Julian Weber
clinched first place with a throw of 91.06
metres.Rohler, the gold medallist at the 2016
Rio Olympics, praised Neeraj for his
outstanding achievement.Rohler wrote,
“Welcome to the 90m+club.”

Rohler, who won the gold medal in Rio with a

throw of 90.30 metres, had previously bested
Kenya’s Julius Yego (88.24m) and Trinidad
and Tobago’s Keshorn Walcott (85.38m) at
the 2016 Olympics.

Notably, Rohler’s personal best came at the

2017 Doha Diamond League, where he
registered an impressive 93.90 metres. He
currently ranks third on the all-time list of

javelin throws, behind Jan Zelezny’s world

record of 98.48 metres and Johannes Vetter’s
97.76 metres.After Neeraj crossed the 90-
metre mark, Weber followed suit by
breaching the milestone for the first time in
his career as well, becoming the 26th athlete
to do so.Reflecting on his performance in
Doha, Neeraj said he will continue to push
himself and aims to perform even better in
upcoming events.“A lot of people had this
question - whether I'd be able to throw 90m or
not - since [ hadn’t done it despite competing
since 2018. I had broken 88-89m before but
not 90m. But finally, not just for me, but at
least for Indians, the burden has reduced. I
feel T can do even better," Neeraj told
Revsportzinan interview.

Predicted

conditions

- RRyvsPBKS: Team News

= Jofra Archer and Nandre Burger won’t be

available for the Royals. For PBKS,
there are uncertainties over the
availability of Josh Inglis, Marcus
Stoinis and Aaron Hardie. Kyle
Jamieson has been roped in as an injury
replacement for Kyle Jamieson.

RR vs PBKS: Predicted Xis

RR

Yashasvi Jaiswal, Vaibhav Suryavanshi,
Riyan Parag ©, Kunal Singh Rathore,
Dhruv Jurel (wk), Shimron Hetmyer,
Wanindu Hasaranga, Maheesh
Theekshana, Yudhvir Singh Charak,

Akash Madhwal, Fazalhaq Farooqi

Impact Player: Shubham Dubey
PBKS
Priyansh Arya, Prabhsimran Singh (wk),

Shreyas lIyer (c), Mitchell Owen, Shashank
Singh, Nehal Wadhera, Marcus Stoinis,
Azmatullah Omarzai, Marco Jansen,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Arshdeep Singh.
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Prince Narula Was Not Absent During
Vik

| Chandhary’

\Uhaudhary's

Delivery: 'He Cut The Umbilical Cord

. - 4

during her delivery last year. In a recent interview, the actress

dismissed reports that Prince was not in the city when she
delivered her baby girl. She urged everyone not to believe in rumours and
shared that Prince stood by her in the hospital.Recently, Yuvika appeared
on Paras Chhabra’s podcast when she was asked if she missed Prince
during her delivery. The actress mentioned that there was no chance of
missing her husband since he was present with her. She also shared that it

- was Prince who had cut the umbilical cord.

“Why would I miss him? He was there. Yes, Prince was there during my
delivery of course. Don’t trust the rumours, he was there making the
video of our child’s birth. I always wanted him to be present in the
delivery room when I'm giving birth to our baby. I wanted him to know
what all women go through when they give birth to child. Main chahti thi
ke woh dekhe ke ek zindagi bahar kaise aati hai aur woh cord apne haanth
se kaate," Yuvika said.

The Main Hoon actress further shared that even though Prince was
shivering while cutting the umbilical cord, she told him to do it.

“He cut the umbilical cord and making the video, he was shivering. He was
like baby mujhse nahi ho paayega. I told him you have to do it. He is very
strong, he saw the entire C-section process. But he was nervous due to the
happy emotions. He was becoming a father suddenly, from a boy to a
father, so there is a change from inside. The change is very beautiful,
because your body responds to the change and sometimes you cry, you
shiver, you laugh. So that was his reaction," she added.

Yuvika and Prince fell in love with each other in Bigg Boss 9 and have been
together ever since. The couple got married in 2018 and welcomed their

first child, a baby girl, in October 2024,

[aapsee Pannu/

Buys Rs 4.33-Crore Premium Apartment In Mumb's Goregaon

‘_ 7 uvika Chaudhary has revealed that Prince Narula was not absent

LA L Y T YT T

&

L L iy

screens in Khel Khel Mein.

Up next, she’s gearing up for some exciting releases
including Gandhari and Woh Ladki Hai
Kahaan?.Taapsee had earlier revealed her fitness
regime for the upcoming movie Gandhari. She said,
“Now Gandhari Prep is going on apart from Squash,
acrial yoga and gym training I'm also doing some

1,669 sq. ft. Plus, they got two dedicated parking boxing so my stamina is ready for the long fight so -l
spots.The deal was wrapped up and officially thereisn’talotoftime I waste on set forrecovery. »
stamped in May 2025. Taapsce and Shagun shelled "The film revolves around the story of a mother who
out Rs 21.65 lakh in stamp duty and another Rs takes on a fierce fight to save her child who is
30,000 in registration fees to make this dreamy abducted. Billed as an action-thriller, the film
address theirs. promises yet another powerful performance from the
On the work front, Taapsee was last seen lightingup the  actress.

aapsee Pannu is now the proud owner of a
swanky new apartment in Mumbai. Along with
her sister Shagun, the actress bought a stylish
home in Goregaon West’s posh Imperial Heights. She
paid a whopping Rs 4.33 crore to buy the apartment.

This gorgeous spot spreads out overabout 1,390 sq. ft.
of carpet arca, with a total built-up space of around

Natasa Stankovic’s Facts Vs
Opinions Game With Son Has
Internet’s Attention

atasa Stankovic has been a doting parent
Nto her and Hardik Pandya’s son,
Agastya, over the years. She recently
uploaded an adorable video on Instagram that
depicts how she is striving to teach vital life
lessons early on in life. In the clip, Natasa
teaches her little son, Agastya, the distinction
between fact and opinion in a vital session
wrapped in a dose of humour.

The clip begins with Natasa questioning Agastya
if a statement about her longer hair is a fact or
opinion. The youngster promptly responds
with a fact. She then asks “My hair is better
than yours, Is it a fact or opinion?" Agastya
rightly responds, “Opinion." This back-and-
forth continues as Natasa tests her son’s
comprehension with real-life situations, such
as someone’s view of his T-shirt etc. Agastya
readily understands the situations and answers
rightly.

In the caption, he wrote, “Yesterday we had a
little chat about fact vs. opinion and how not to
get caught up in what others say — especially
if it’s not so kind. At the end of the day, it’s our
own opinion of ourselves that really matters."
Many users praised Natasa for dedicatedly
teaching her son crucial life skills. One of them
wrote, “Natasha is a great mom... It’s a
FACT.”

Natasa Stankovic, recently shared about the
cutest surprise from her son. Agastya, on
Mother’s Day. The video started with little
Agastya entering the room where his mother
was sleeping, carrying lights and a paper-rose
bouquet in his tiny hands. He swiftly
approached her, handed the gift, and wished
her a “Happy Mother’s Day". The video
concluded with Agastya receiving numerous
pecks on the cheeks and hugs in return. In the
caption, she wrote, “My heart must have done
something right to be blessed with you.
Forever grateful for the gift of motherhood and
for you, my sweetest boy."

Preity Zinta Channels Her
Inner Barbie For Punjab
Kings™ IPL Return

Preity Zinta 1s currently involved in

supporting her team, Punjab Kings,

during the ongoing IPL 2025. On Friday,
the diva arrived in Jaipur to attend her team’s
next match with the Rajasthan Royals,
scheduled on May 18.

She is a co-owner and is often seen at matches,
celebrating every boundary and wicket, and
enthusiastically cheering for her team
players. Several pictures and videos of the
Veer-Zaara actress are currently surfacing
online.In one such video, dropped on
Instagram, Preity is seen outside the airport
arrival and heading towards her car. Before
that, she engaged in a conversation with her
team members but avoided posing for the
camera.

The actress looked beautiful in a pink co-ord
set paired with a white top. She accessorised
her look with brown shades, a matching
handbag and a golden wristwatch. As for the
hair, she kept it open and let it cascade down
her shoulders.Recently, the actress
conducted an Ask Me Anything session on X
where she answered several questions from
her fans and admirers. During this, a user
asked, “What’s one thing fans don’t know
about you?", to which she responded. *I hate
taking pictures at temples, early in the
morning after a flight, in restrooms, and
during security checks! Asking me for a
photo is the best way to get one, unless you
are in one of the situations listed above.
Taking photos of my children would bring
out my Kali avatar; otherwise, | am a joyful
person. Do not start making videos without
my consent; it is really very annoying. Just
ask me gently, and please leave my kids
alone.”

Preity got married to Gene Goodenough in
2016 and welcomed their twins, a baby boy
named Jai and a baby girl named Gia, via
surrogacy in November 2021,

On the work front, Preity will be making her
acting comeback with the upcoming period
drama film, Lahore 1947, opposite Sunny
Deol. Directed by Rajkumar Santoshi and
produced by Aamir Khan, the official release
date of the film is yet to be announced. Set
against the backdrop of the partition of India
in 1947, the film also stars Ali Fazal and
Shabana Azmi.
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