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Ph.D AWARDED
TR

Brajesh Kumar Mishra (S/o Mahesh
Kumar Mishra) is declared to have
successfully passed the Doctor of
Philosophy (Faculty of Humanities)
Examination in Hindi held in the month of
March, 2025 as per provision of the UGC
(Minimum Standards and Procedure for
Awards of Ph.D Degree) Regulation 2009
as amended upto 2016 from Kolhan
University, Chaibasa on the topic entitled
" aaita @t A dae SR

181" under the supervision of Dr. Avinash

Kumar Singh, Assistant Professor, Deptt
of Hindi, Jamshedpur Women's University,

Jamshedpur.
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Universe: What it means
to be a samnt

Saints are an integral part of all religions. They
are conduits through whom the divine power
reveals itself. A saint is one who has
eliminated his base passions by diligent
worship and altruistic deeds. He has a direct
vision of God. The Jews call them Hasid or
tsaddiq, the Zoroastrians call them fravashi,
the Hindus sanyasi or sant, the Jainas and the
Buddhists call them sadhu, arahant, or
Bodhisattva. They are known as waily in
Islam, in Taoism as sheng-jen, and in
Shintoism as kami.

Being moral, intellectual and emotional are the
characteristics of a saint. Discipline,
asceticism, sacrifice, chastity and self-control
are their moral qualities. Contemplation on
the self, the phenomenal world, and ultimate
reality are their intellectual qualities.
Unqualified universal love that redeems and
welfare of all without discrimination are their
emotional attributes.

A saint readily and gladly helps devout seekers
of the Supreme Being. Saints are
extraordinary people with extraordinary
powers. Their life extends to eccentric
boundaries. They ignore the prevalent social
conventions and traditions.

They ‘dwell eternally with God’. In fact, there
is no difference between God and a saint. As
Janabai says in her verse couplet, abhanga
250: “Santa is God/and god is santa/Jani
says,/The difference is only in the name.”All
saints engage themselves in service to others,
constant prayer, reading from scriptures,
preaching sermons, alms-giving and ascetic
practices, compassionate acts, self-denial,
and generosity.A saint is a jivanmukta, who,
according to Bhagavadgita 6.3 and 6.4,
neither desires nor hates anything... he is
liberated from the bonds of material energy.
He is neither attached to sense objects nor
actions. He is the one who has renounced all
cravings for all actions and their fruits. He
accepts both positive and negative outcomes
with equanimity.A saint renunciates all
kamya karmas — works related to acquisition
of wealth, progeny, prestige, status, power,
etc. However, he continues to perform the
nitya karmas — the essential deeds for the
maintenance of the body. According to
Bhagavadgita, 6.1, a saint performs an action
as his duty without caring for its result. He
performs his action for its own sake. He is the
one who has given up not only all his desires,
butalso all his expectations.

Baudhayayana Dharamsutra, 11.10.17.2,
prescribes major and minor vows that a saint
ought to follow. The major vows are:
abstention from injuring living beings,
truthfulness, abstention from appropriating
the property of others, and abstention from
sex and other worldly pleasures. The five
minor vows are: abstention from anger,
obedience towards the guru, avoidance of
rashness, cleanliness, and purity in eating.

The motivation, the guiding maxim of a saint, is
his as well as everyone else’s spiritual growth.
For him, there is no other. He is an ardent
follower of the Upanishadic principle — [ am
Brahman, so are you.As a consequence, his
behaviour, as BG 18.27 asserts — he becomes
non-covetous, non-violent, pure, unmoved by
joy and sorrow. His actions are free from raga
and dvesha — attachment and avarice, and his
intention is invariably authentic.

A saint, according to Sant Kabir, is “truly
brave” because true bravery does not lie in
fighting with arrows and swords, but in
renunciation and living an authentic life.

- ICYMI #Tribune Opinion: India resets the new normal; ceasefire against Pakistan just a pause if it doesn’t behave

Declaring ecocide as crime against humanity

Like homicide or genocide, ecocide too involves killing, but on a planetary scale

First, the context. It’s not working. The planet is headed

for Armageddon in this century itself if we continue
with our present unsustainable lifestyles. The Paris
Accordredline of 1.5° C temperature increase has been
breached, CO2 levels have gone up by 125 per cent
above pre-industrial levels and at 425 ppm are
approaching the survival limit of 450 ppm. The last
three years were the hottest in recorded history;
Himalayan glaciers are expected to disappear by the
end of the century, causing unimaginable water
shortages for a quarter of the world’s population;
thousands of species are going extinct every year. The
planet cannot live with this depredation for very much
longer.One of the main reasons for this impending
calamity is the humongous scale of deforestation.
Global Forest Watch has reported that 10 million
hectares of forest are felled every year globally;
that is, 100,000 sq km or twice the area of
Himachal Pradesh. Between 2001 and 2023, we
have lost 408 million hectares of forests to
development, farming and logging, losing also a
CO2 sequestration capacity of 204 giga tonnes.
And this cuts across countries, as governments
look for short-term economic gains and §
multinationals plunder natural resources with 8
impunity. The regular Conference of the Parties
(COP) meetings are exercises in futility. Just
consider a few of the most recent rapacious
examples of environmental bloodletting — 30 |
per cent of the forests in the Amazon basin have
already been lost to mining and logging. And yet,
Ecuador has finalised plans to auction 3 million
ha of the Amazon forests for mining. The
bombing of the Kakhovka dam in eastern Ukraine §
in 2023 by Russia released 18 cubic km of
impounded water and devastated hundreds of &4
square kilometres of the natural environment and
habitats.Indonesia is in the process of implementing
the largest deforestation project in the world: 30,689 sq
km of the third largest rain forest is being cleared to
grow sugarcane (for ethanol and food crops). This will
completely shatter the biodiversity of the region.
Hundreds of thousands of hectares of virgin forests
have been deforested in Indonesia, Malaysia and
Papua New Guinea for palm oil plantations. WWF has
estimated that wildlife populations (including marine
life) have declined by 70 per cent in the last five
decades.India, as befits a country at the bottom of the

Environmental Performance Index, is one of the worst
plunderers of forests. Notwithstanding the regular
fudging of reports and statistics, the government’s own
admission in Parliament indicates that 1,73,000
hectares of forests were diverted for non-forestry
activities in just the last 10 years. According to Global
Forest Watch, the country has lost 2.33 million ha of
forests between 2000 and 2024; the State of the Forest
Report for 2022 notes that between 2015 and 2021,
31,36,700 ha of dense forests have degraded to open or
scrub categories, and 9.4 million trees have been felled
for road, mining, hydel and other projects. And this
onslaught on biodiversity goes on relentlessly with
approved projects such as the Great Nicobar terminal,
the Kancha Gachibowli in Hyderabad, destruction of
9,000 mangroves for a Mumbai Coastal Road project,

the Char Dham NH, a special road to Rishikesh (at a
cost of 33,000 trees) for Yogi’s Kanwariyas, the iron
ore mining project in Sanders forest of Karnataka
which will result in the removal of 99,000 trees, a
pumped storage project in the Shahabad forests of
Rajasthan’s Baran district which will fell more than
100,000 mature trees. It is a never-ending and heart-
breaking list of environmental apocalypse.This level
of environmental massacre and extinction of
biodiversity is, in a way, worse than genocide because
it affects not just one or two communities but the entire

Talking to Taliban

planet. Temperatures, CO2 levels and biodiversity loss

do not recognise political, ethnic or national frontiers.

And these effects persist not for just a generation or

two, but for thousands of years. It is now beginning to

be recognised by scientists, naturalists, climate
activists and even politicians that such actions amount
to a crime against humanity, and a new word has been
coined to describe them — ecocide.Ecocide is another
variant of homicide or genocide because it too involves
killing, but on a planetary scale. It can be defined as

“unlawful or wanton acts committed with the

knowledge that there would be a severe and

widespread and long-term damage to the environment
caused by these acts”. In 2024, Vanuatu, Fiji and

Samoa proposed that ecocide be recognised as a crime

by the International Criminal Court. They argued that it
should be added as the fifth crime in
the Rome Statute, along with
genocide, crimes against humanity,
war crimes and the crime of
aggression. It is no coincidence that
these three South Pacific nations
would be the first to be submerged
by rising sea levels as a result of
climate change.

Many countries already have laws
against environmental destruction,
but these are ineffective as large-
scale ecocide is usually committed
by the governments themselves.
The calamitous effects extend far
beyond borders. That is why an
international law or covenant is
needed to hold them to account or to
dissuade them. The same logic
applies to large multinationals,
which are mostly immune from

nation-specific laws because of their spread and

influence.

Covenants, treaties, conferences have not worked. The

time has perhaps come to punish nations and leaders
who continue to be irresponsible. We cannot allow
leaders and corporates, without any vision and driven
by material lust, to, in the words of Mahatma Gandhi,
“strip the world bare like locusts”. As Ronald Reagan
said: “If you can’t make them see the light, let them feel
the heat.” Ecocide must be recognised as the worst
crime against humanity.

It should not be seen as an endorsement of the regime, but a calibrated engagement focused on regional security

When the Taliban took over Afghanistan in August

2021, India responded with caution. A few days into
the takeover, New Delhi withdrew its ambassador and
diplomatic staff from Kabul and suspended direct
engagement. Realising that a stringent no-talk policy
was impractical, India started to gradually open
channels of communication. The reopening of the
Indian embassy in June 2024 was followed by a public
meeting in January this year between Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri and Afghanistan’s acting
Foreign Minister, Amir Khan Muttaqi, in Dubai.
Amidst these developments, since August 2021, India
has been regularly delivering wheat, pesticides,
medical supplies and other forms of aid. Even in the
Union Budget for 2024-25, there was an allocation of
Rs 100 crore for assistance to Afghanistan.

The first-ever ministerial-level conversation between

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Muttaqi on
Thursday should be seen as the next logical step in the

incremental outreach by both countries. The phone
call took place days after the India-Pakistan ceasefire
following the Pahalgam terror attack, which was
unequivocally condemned by the Taliban regime.

Traditionally, Delhi and Kabul have had warm ties,

barring the years of Taliban 1.0 (1996-2001), when
India saw it as a proxy for Pakistan’s strategic
interests.

But relations between the Taliban and Pakistan have

been deteriorating rapidly, primarily driven by issues
over the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, operating along
the Afghan-Pakistan border.

Realising that it does not have a hold on the Taliban any

more, Rawalpindi has been trying to drive a wedge
between India and Afghanistan. In a post on X,
Jaishankar welcomed Muttaqi’s “firm rejection” of
Pakistan’s “recent attempts to create distrust between
India and Afghanistan through false and baseless
reports” — a reference to reports in Pakistan that

Indian missiles had hit Afghanistan during Operation
Sindoor. Amid a widening rift between Taliban 2.0
and Pakistan, India needs to keep communication
lines open and prevent Afghanistan from becoming a
sanctuary for anti-India terror groups.

There is no denying that the Taliban continues to be an

autocratic regime with little regard for human rights,
especially the rights of women. That is why India is
yet to recognise the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.
Indeed, increased engagement risks undermining
India’s moral stand. But to not engage at all carries
risks, too. China has signed significant investment and
security agreements with the Taliban, including a
$540-million oil extraction deal.

Within the power politics of South Asia, given the

China-Pakistan-Bangladesh axis, a Kabul-Beijing
entente would be a matter of concern. India does not
have the power to alter Afghan politics and society,
but it has to deal with whoever sits in Kabul.

As PM Modi gets tough post-Pahalgam attack, experts debate sustainability of treating terror as war and the risks of escalatory doctrine

Late last week, the India-Pakistan hostilities ceased after
India hit Pakistan’s air bases, making the Pak DGMO
beg for a ceasefire. Later, giving a clear message to
Pakistan, Indian PM Narendra Modi warned that talks,
trade and water will not be discussed till terror
originating from Pakistani soil ends.After decades of
attempts at every possible approach to hold Pakistan
accountable for acts of terrorism, India had reached a
point where an aggressive shift in policy became
inevitable. Now, a new normal has been established by
PM Modi. As per this new normal, this ceasefire is not an
end but a pause to Operation Sindoor and the terms and
conditions have been laid down, writes Jawed Ashraf in
his article 'Not going back from the new normal'.

However, in her Op-Ed piece, 'The hyphen stays between
India and Pak', senior journalist Nirupama Subramanian
brings to the fore that the ‘new normal’ of treating every
terror attack as an ‘act of war’ is unsustainable in the long
run. Next time, Delhi’s friends would want to see
concrete evidence of Pak involvement before India
retaliates. The danger is that we have handed the levers to
trigger an India-Pakistan conflict to the adversary with
the act of war pronouncement, she writes.From India’s
policy shift to the core contradictions in the West’s
response to terror, Lt Gen SS Mehta (retd) writes in his
Op-Ed piece 'To win the war before the war' that when it
hurts the West, it calls it terror but not otherwise. Now
India has rewritten the rules of the game, which is to win
the war before the war. This is the new norm in the
escalatory ladder.Meanwhile, super cop Julio Ribeiro
complimented the prime minister in his article, 'PM
Modi has come up trumps' with the way he handled the
situation after the Pahalgam attack. But he also had a
word of advice for the PM -- he would have to win the
hearts of the locals, all of whom are not extremists -- to
end terrorism in J&K.Unlike Ribeiro, in a critique,
former Ambassador to Iran and UAE KC Singh has
pointed out that if the dialogue process with Pakistan,
based on the Gujral doctrine, failed, so has the post-2019
Modi doctrine. The Pahalgam attack meant that

deterrence like the Balakot strikes, constitutional
changes in J&K, et al failed. And Pakistan would often
hint that terrorism would end if India ceded Kashmir.
Now, India has a matching card—you will get Indus
waters once terror ends.Amongst all the discussions on
the post-India-Pak flare-up, later in the week one good
thing happened and that was the meeting of External
Affair Minister S Jaishankar with Taliban Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi. And to top it all, India did

that openly without unduly bothering about what the
world would say. So, the story of how India won over the
Taliban is perhaps the most fascinating of all, this week,
writes The Tribune Editor-in-Chief Jyoti Malhotra in her
weekly column The Great Game 'Three morals and a
Trump story'.Shifting focus from the battleground to the
digital frontlines, we saw the social media warriors
armed with half-facts and half-lies during the standoff.
Yashwant Deshmukh and Sutana Guru in their article

'Social media warriors join ranks of useful idiots', took
the shameless social media warriors to task who
blatantly trolled Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri while
he was working round the clock handling the fallout of
Operation Sindoor. Also bearing the brunt was Himanshi
Narwal, all of 22, newly married and tragically widowed
in the Pahalgam attack. All she had done was ask fellow
Indians not to target an entire community in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam attack. And immediately.
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Candidate held 141 lohs in
seven years in India’s
wildest moonlighting case,

says EPFO data via OnGrid

BENGALURU. According to verified data from the
Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO),
one candidate has done 141 jobs in just seven years,
reveals background verification platform
OnGrid.On Monday, it flagged one of the most
extreme cases of moonlighting that was witnessed
in the country. Through its Employment History
Check (EHC) solution, OnGrid identified the
candidate who had 141 overlapping employment
records.

Moonlighting means employees having a second job
or side gig alongside their main employment.
During Covid period, the moonlighting issue
ignited several debates and IT companies such as
Infosys and Wipro had warned their employees,
saying "no double lives".

OnGrid said between 2018 and 2021, the candidate
was simultaneously employed by up to 10
organisations at once, without a single day’s gap
between roles.

In 2020, while the world grappled with layoffs and
employment uncertainty, this individual clocked 50
new jobs, switching between start-ups, large
enterprises, and MNCs, the background verification
platform added.”As remote work, freelancing, and
hybrid models become the norm, employment risks
are also evolving. Traditional background checks
are simply not enough anymore,” said Piyush
Peshwani, Co-founder & CEQO, OnGrid.*This case
is a wake-up call. It underscores why reliable
employment history verification like our EHC is
now indispensable for modern hiring.”

Indian markets open on a

cautious note; Sensex down
123.31 points

CHENNALI. Indian equity markets opened on a
cautious note today, with the Sensex declining by
123.31 points (0.15%) to 82,207.28 at 9:16 AM,
following an opening at 82,354.92. The Nifty 50
traded flat at 25,024.40, reflecting a subdued
investor sentiment amid weak global cues.

The GIFT Nifty, an early indicator of market
sentiment, was trading at 25,070, signaling a flat
opening for Indian markets. Analysts anticipate
moderation in the current "pullback" rally, with
market focus shifting towards domestic earnings
and high-frequency economic data for directional
cues. Updates on global trade deals and their impact
on global markets will also be closely monitored.
According brokerage ICICI Direct, market
participants will continue to track foreign capital
flows, which have played a significant role in
sustaining the current rally,

Key Market Drivers

Global cues: Asian markets are trading lower, which

Supreme Court dismisses Vodafone-Idea, Airtel
writ petitions seeking AGR interest waiver

CHENNAL

determine the revenue
operators must share with

usage charges or licensing charges.

Vodafone filed its petition seeking the
interest waiver on AGR early last week,
and followed by Bharti Airtel on

The Supreme Court on
Monday (May 19) dismissed a writ
petition filed by telecom companies
Vodafone Idea (Vi) and Bharati Airtel,
challenging the Department of
Telecommunications' (DoT) calculation
of Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) dues,
legal news portal Bar & Bench posted on
its X handle.The companies had sought a
waiver of interest and penalty
components associated with its AGR
liabilities. The court's ruling upholds the
financial obligations levied on Vi,
stemming from a protracted legal battle
over the definition and calculation of
AGR, which includes license fees and
spectrum usage charges owed to the
government. AGR is a metric used to
that telecom
the
government in the form of spectrum

implications for Vodafone
Currently, Vi's AGR liabilities
reportedly amount to 70,320
crore, a substantial burden on the
company's financial health. The
company's debt profile is also at
precarious level. As of the first
quarter of FY235, Vodafone Idea
reported a total debt of 22.09
trillion, which includes deferred
spectrum charges and AGR dues
.Financial strategists project that
Vodafone Idea's debt repayment
obligations will commence in FY
2026, with negative cash flow |
expected to persist until financial
year2031.

Market Reaction

The market responded sharply to
the Supreme Court's decision.

Friday. The dismissal of the curative
petition has significant financial
Idea.

Vodafone Idea's shares fell by 8.96% on
Monday (at 1.48 pm) following the
ruling, reflecting investor concerns over

the company's

and the AGR 1ssue.

Brent crude slips below $65: These
stocks may benefl’r mves'rors

New Delhi. Brent crude oil pnu.s have
dropped below $65 a barrel, raising
fresh questions about the state of the
global oil market and the potential
impact on
Monday, Brent futures for July
delivery were trading at $64.98 a
barrel, down 0.66%. This is a steep
fall from January, when prices were
above $80 a barrel. The sharp decline
has been linked to several global
developments.

Analysts say demand has weakened due

to uncertainty caused by possible trade
tariffs. At the same time, output from
the Saudi Arabia-led OPEC+ group
has gone up, even though the market is
already seeing more supply than
demand.

There is also the possibility of more oil

coming from Iran. If the United States

related stocks.On ¥

removes sanctions, Iran could add 0.5
million barrels per day (mmbpd) to the
global supply. This is a big shift from

ecarlier expectations where a
tightening of sanctions could have cut
Iran’s supply by | mmbpd.

Amid this changing situation, brokerage
IM Financial believes Brent crude is
unlikely to stay below $70 for long.

It advised investors to consider buying
shares of ONGC and Oil India.

According to the brokerage, the
current stock prices of these
companies reflect a net crude
realisation of only $55-60 per barrel.
IM Financial is also confident about
the production outlook for both
companies, which is expected to
grow by 15-25% over the next 1-3
years.
The brokerage also said that lower oil
prices could help oil marketing
companies (OMCs) like BPCL,
HPCL, and IOC. These companies
might see better profit margins on auto
fuels such as petrol and diesel.
However, JM Financial warned that
such gains may not last. If crude prices
stay low for a longer time, the
government may increase excise duty
or reduce retail fuel prices, which
would lower the margins again,

'High salaries may not last forever': Zoho's
Sridhar Vembu warns software engineers

liabilities.Brokerages have expressed
caution, with some firms maintaining a

'Sell' rating on Vodafone Idea's stock,
citing the company's financial challenges

growing The Supreme Court's decision also has

broader implications for the Indian
telecom sector.

The ruling reinforces the
I government's stance on revenue
sharing from both telecom and
non-telecom activities,
potentially leading to further
financial distress for cash-
strapped companies in the sector.
Vodafone Idea, in the petition,
emphasised that banks are
hesitant to lend to the company,
with some institutions
reconsidering their support due to
the unresolved AGR issue and the
company's financial situation.In
light of the Supreme Court's
decision, Vodafone Idea has
expressed its intent to seek
government intervention to
manage its debt burden. The
company maintains that its AGR curative
petition had significant merits and
continues to explore solutions.

Why investing regularly and
staying invested matters

New Delhi. In a country where economic growth
and corporate profits are growing steadily, you
need to align your long-term investments to
benefit from that growth. A regular, systematic
investment plan in a diversified equity mutual
fund over 20 years can easily take care of your
retirement. The catch is that you cannot touch this
money and withdraw just because you can.

Atul Bhole is a renowned fund manager at Kotak
Mutual Fund. He revealed a fascinating insight
into the journey of a 20-year-old mutual fund
scheme he managed. He talked about it in a
podcast on YouTube. The scheme generated a
compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of
18%. The most important thing he said was that
only 23 investors stayed invested for that period.
Everybody else came and went. The average
return for investors who did not stay invested for
20 years was only 7.5%. The story pretty much
narrates the importance of investing regularly and
staying invested. It also explains the cost of being
fickle when investing. The difference is
significant when you look at the span of the
investment.

A Rs 5,000 per month investment in the equity fund
over 20 years would have created a pool of nearly
Rs 1 crore at 18% CAGR. The 23 investors
managed to create that wealth for themselves. If
they had been smart enough, they would have
used the step-up option, which allows you to add
more money to the existing systematic
investment plans.

Your retirement should not be considered a burden

New Delhi.Sridhar Vembu, Zoho's

may weigh on Nifty 50 and Sensex.Foreign
Portfolio Investment: Foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) have been net buyers in recent sessions,
contributing to market support.Sectoral
Performance: IT stocks are among the top drags,
while financial stocks are providing some support.

Stocks to Watch

Gensol: The company is in focus due to recent

CEO, recently cautioned software
engineers regarding their job security
and salaries ahead.He wrote on X, “I
have often said this to our employees:

the fact that software engineers get

paid better than mechanical e
engineers or civil engineers

"disrupted" - and the more we assume
we won't be, the more likely we will
be.”The CEO also stressed that
customers paying for software
products is not something to be taken
for granted either. Everyone’s career

artificial intelligence (Al), might lead
to many software jobs being
lost.While this idea may sound
worrying, Vembu believes it’s
important for everyone to understand
and acceptit.
His views match a recent report
from the International

for your 40s and 50s. A simple path shown by the
diversified equity fund would help you achieve
your financial goals without hurting your
finances. You could create a moat if you
contribute small amounts in your 20s and
increase them in your 30s, 40s and 50s. In old
times, forts used to be protected by a water body
around to stop the enemy from easily entering it.

2 TRLT
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Your savings could have created that moat for you
in your 40s if you started in your 20s and 50s if
you started in your 30s.

The emergence of the National Pension System
(NPS) is an opportunity for those who are
conservative and unhappy to take risks by
investing through mutual funds. A defined
contribution scheme allows you to benefit from
market-linked returns with a maximum equity
allocation of up to 75%. In such a situation, you
could have made a 13-14% return annually since
the inception in 2009 if you stayed invested,
according to the NPS Trust data. Salaried
individuals contribute money to their retirement
and then can buy an annuity to pay themselves a
pension. There is a facility for employers to pay
for their employee’s retirement too. In an
employee provident fund, the government
guarantees a return of 7-8%. In an NPS, there is
no such guarantee. You benefit from the upside in
the market if you allocate more to equity assets.

or chemists or school *
teachers is not some
birthright, and we cannot
take that for granted, and we
cannot assume it will last ©
forever.”

Vembu reminded ecveryone

that earning high salaries is - .’J 3 -
not a guaranteed right, unlike l,,. ‘qg —

Monetary Fund (IMF)
published in January 2024. The
IMF said that about 40% of jobs
worldwide could be affected by
Al Unlike earlier automation
that mostly took over simple,
routine tasks, Al is now
threatening even high-skilled
jobs, especially in richer
countries.
~ According to the IMF, nearly
60% of jobs in advanced
economies might face Al’s impact.
Some workers might benefit from new
tools that make them more productive,
but others could see fewer job
opportunities, lower pay, or even lose
their jobs entirely. The report warned
that in the worst cases, some jobs may
disappear completely.

Dr. Reddy’s Labs stock in focus amid
FDA inspection report, Q4 results

In a recent regulatory filing, the
company—India’s sixth most valued
drug maker in terms of market
capitalisation—disclosed that the

developments.

Delhivery: The logistics firm is seeing increased
investor interest.

Dr. Reddy's Laboratories: The pharmaceutical
company is under scrutiny following recent news.

Outlook

Market participants are advised to remain cautious and
monitor developments closely. With no major global
or domestic events scheduled, market focus is
expected to shift towards domestic earnings and
high-frequency economic data for directional cues.

Once earning Rs 1.28 crore,
metaverse engineer now sidelined
by Al and delivering food

New Delhi. Just a year ago, Shawn Kay. was earning
around Rs 1.28 crore a year as a metaverse engineer
in the US. Today, the 42-year-old lives in a small
trailer in New York and delivers food to survive.Kay
has worked in tech for 20 years. He was involved in
virtual reality, web development and artificial
intelligence. But after being laid off in April last
year, things took a turn for the worse. The metaverse
boom faded and jobs in that space dried up,
especially with the sudden rise of Al tools like
ChatGPT.

Despite trying for 800 roles, he’s barely had 10

interviews, and

many were with
automated systems,
not people.Since
losing his job, Kay
has applied to over

other professions like
mechanical engineers, civil
engineers, chemists, or
school teachers who generally earn
comparatively less and pointed out
that the high pay software engineers
enjoy today could change
quickly.“The fact that customers pay
for our products also cannot be taken
for granted,” he added. “This is to
remind ourselves that we can be

/4] VR

can face sudden disruptions.

He quoted Andre Grove, the co-founder
of Intel, saying, “Only the paranoid
survive.”

Vembu explained that the upcoming
changes in software development,
especially with large language models
(LLMs) and new tools powered by

Consolidated net profit rose 22% year-
on-year to 1,594 crore.Revenue for the
quarter stood at 8,506 crore, marking a
20% increase from 7,083 crore in the

same period last year.
The board has recommended a final
dividend of 8 per equity share (face value
1) for the 2024-25 financial

are resolved to the regulator’s
satisfaction. While the specific nature of
the observations was not disclosed, the
company’s assurance of timely
FDA issued a Form 483 with two  remediation suggests that the issues are
observations following an inspection  manageable, industry analysts say,

of its active pharmaceutical ingredient Financial Performance

(API) facility in

FDA observations in the
inspection report typically lead
to a temporary suspension of
product distribution from the

-

-r

o 800 positions. But . . ) Middleburgh, New York. year.
|° - he barely had 10 | respective facility until the The inspection was anagement: gicibied e
= i interviews, and = . conducted from May 12 to growth in revenue and profit to
et § many were with nUiEd dEhUenﬂes are May 16,2025. successful product launches,
automated systems, 3 “We have received a Form gFG® increased contributions from
not people. resolved to the requlator’s 483 with two key products in the US, and the
Despite his struggles, Kay still has faith in Al. He observations, which we integration of the recently

will address within the [

specified timeline,” the 0

company stated in its
stock exchange filing.

A Form 483 is issued at the
conclusion of an FDA
inspection when
investigators observe any
conditions that may violate
the Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic (FD&C) Act.

satisfaction. acquired NRT business.Co-
Chairman and Managing
Director G.V. Prasad stated in
the company’s earnings
release that Dr. Reddy’s
achieved double-digit growth
across its businesses.

“We will continue to strengthen
and grow our core businesses
through portfolio management

and operational excellence, while

pursuing strategic partnerships and
inorganic growth opportunities,” Prasad
added.

believes it holds great potential but feels companies
are misusing it by replacing skilled workers instead
of supporting them.He doesn’t see his experience as
isolated. He cautions that by laying off talent to
reduce expenses, companies may be hurting their
long-term potential as well as their ability to grow
and evolve.

With his savings drying up, Kay is thinking about
taking up short courses or getting a commercial
driving licence to start earning again, but the high
cost of upskilling is holding him back.His story is a
sign of how fast the tech world is changing. And for
many like Kay, keeping up feels harder than ever.

CHENNALI. Shares of Hyderabad-based
drug maker Dr. Reddy's Laboratories Ltd.
arc in the spotlight today following a
regulatory update from the US Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) and the
announcement of the company’s
January-March quarter and full-year
(2024-25) financial results.As of 10:40
a.m. on Monday, the company’s shares
were trading at ¥1,229.20 on the NSE,
down 0.12%.

Regulatory Development

Such Dr.
observations can lead to a temporary
suspension of product distribution from
the facility until the noted deficiencies

Reddy’s reported robust financial
results for the final quarter of the
2024-25 fiscal year, reflecting resilience
and growth across its global operations.
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‘Damage Control™: Congress' Jairam

"Mistake s His Name":
Congress Compares Action
Against Professor, Minister

New Delhi. Opposition parties Congress and

Ramesh On All-Party Delegations

The all-party

delegations will

New Delhi. Congress General
Secretary in charge of
Communications, Jairam Ramesh,
on Monday criticised the Central
government, describing the decision

project India's
national

consensus and
resolute
approach to

combating
terrorism in all

to send a delegation to key partner
countries as a 'damage control'
effort. Mr Ramesh claimed that
India's 'Vishwa Guru' image has
taken a hit following tensions with
Pakistan.He further argued that the
delegation's visit to key partner
countries to highlight India's
ongoing fight against cross-border
terrorism and Operation Sindoor
would have been more appropriate if it had
come after an all-party meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

..Congress party believes that an all-party
meeting should have been done before this and

PM Modi should have chaired the

forms and meeting...Our second demand was to hold a
F A special session of the Parliament to discuss the
manifestations. issues of the relationship between China and

_‘/‘-

delegation had gone after this, then it would
have made a lot more sense... You are sending 7
delegations now, but what is the difference that
it is going to make? Our narrative has already
gotten worse. Pakistan and India are again
being compared...The narrative of 'Vishwa
Guru' has also gotten worse," the Congress
Rajya Sabha MP added.Mr Ramesh further

criticised the government for omitting three of

the names recommended by the party for the

for damage control. We have been saying
that we need to stay united, and we are
standing with our armed forces like a
rock. We have said that Operation
Sindoor is a historic operation, but PM
Modi does not speak with the LoP or the
Congress President. They ask us to give
names. When we gave 4 names, they
picked only one of them and added names
on their own. What type of politics is
this?" he added. The all-party delegations
will project India's national consensus
and resolute approach to combating
terrorism in all forms and manifestations.
They would carry forth to the world the
country's strong message of zero tolerance
against terrorism.According to Congress, the
party had submitted four names to the Minister
of Parliamentary Affairs by May 16, but the
final list released late on May 17 included only
one of the suggested names.The list includes
MPs from multiple parties, divided into seven
groups of 8-9 members. A leader has been
assigned for each group, who will lead the

Pakistan," Mr

After Haryana YouTuber, UP
Businessman Arrested For
Spying For Pakistan

New Delhi. A businessman in Uttar Pradesh's Rampur has
been arrested for allegedly spying for Pakistan, the
police said on Sunday. The accused, Shahzad, was
arrested by the Uttar Pradesh Police's Special Task
Force (STF) from Moradabad following inputs about
his alleged involvement in cross-border smuggling and
espionage activities for Pakistan's Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI).He was also passing sensitive
information related to national security to his handlers,
the STF said in a statement.

Shahzad had travelled to Pakistan multiple times over the
years and was allegedly smuggling cosmetics, clothes,
spices, and other items across the border, the agency
said.His illegal trade served as a cover for conducting
his covert operations for the ISI, the STF said.

The investigation also revealed that Shahzad used to
provide money and Indian SIM cards to the IS agents in
India.The STF claimed he also used to send people from
the Rampur district and other parts of Uttar Pradesh to
Pakistan to work for the ISI."The visas of these people
were arranged by the [STagents," the agency said.

YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra Arrested For Spying For
Pakistan

Shahzad's arrest comes days after a Haryana-based
YouTuber was arrested on the charge of passing on
sensitive information to Pakistani intelligence
operatives.Jyoti Malhotra, who runs a YouTube channel
called 'Travel with JO' and has over three lakh
subscribers, was allegedly in contact with a Pakistani
staffer working at the Pakistan High Commission in
Delhi. On May 13, India expelled that Pakistani official
for allegedly indulging in espionage.She also uploaded
some videos from her visi to Pakistan -- 'Indian Girl in
Pakistan', 'Indian Girl Exploring Lahore', 'Indian Girl at
Katas Raj Temple' and 'Indian Girl Rides Luxury Bus in
Pakistan' on her YouTube channel.

50% of 4K dark spots in Delhi
fixed: PWD to police

NEW DELHIL. In a city where safety dims with the
street-lights, a flicker of progress has emerged. The
Public Works Department (PWD) has informed Delhi
Police that work has been completed at more than
50 percent of the city’s dark spots—areas lacking
proper street lighting and considered unsafe,

especially atnight.
The Delhi Police had identified 4,289 dark spots
city-wide, and the PWD told police in a meeting that
necessary work has already been finished at 2,800 of
locations,

these officials said, adding that the
remaining sites will be
addressed shortly.

1 It was further clarified
that the repair and
maintenance of

street-lights is a

regular, ongoing
process. In the
meeting, PWD

officials also

suggested that any

street-lights remaining

non-functional for

15days or more be

reported so that repairs
can be carried out immediately, they added.

A senior police officer said that whenever they come
across a dark spot—"an area probably unsafe due to
poor lighting”—the police first make an initial effort
to resolve the issue on their own, Their first step is to
assess whether the problem can be rectified internally.
“However, when the matter is beyond the police’s
capacity or jurisdiction, we contact the concerned
authorities and pursue the issue with them,” the officer
said. Another officer stated that, where crime is a
concern in such areas, several steps are taken to

Ramesh

told ANL"If this

all-party delegation."This delegation is going

delegation ata global level.

Former UCO Bank Official Arrested
In Money Launderlng Case

New Delhi. The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Monday
said it has arrested former UCO
Bank CMD Subodh Kumar
Goel on money laundering
charges in an alleged bank loan
fraud case of more than Rs
6,200 crore linked to a Kolkata-
based company.Goel was
arrested from his residence here
on May 16 in the case being
probed against Concast Steel
and Power Ltd (CSPL) and others.

He was produced before the special
Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court in Kolkata on May 17
which sent him to Enforcement
Directorate custody till May 21, the
federal probe agency said in a
statement.The Enforcement
Directoratehad raided the premises of
Goel and some others in April as part
of this investigation.

The money laundering case stems from a
CBI FIR related to the sanction of
credit facilities to CSPL and

subsequent large-scale "diversion"
and "siphoning" of loans amounting to
Rs 6,210.72 crore (principle amount The agency said several properties

without interest).

The Enforcement Directorate claimed
that during the tenure of Goel as the
CMD of UCO Bank, large credit
facilities were "sanctioned" to CSPL
which were subsequently "diverted"
and "siphoned off" by the borrower
group.In turn, italleged, Goel received
"substantial illegal gratification" from
CSPL."The illegal gratification was
layered and channelled through

various entities to give a facade of

legitimacy."Investigation revealed
that Goel received cash,
immovable properties, luxury
goods, hotel booking ete routed
through a web of shell companies,
dummy persons and through
family members to conceal the
criminal origin of the money," the

Enforcement Directorate said.

1 Goel or his lawyer could not be
contacted for a response on the
allegations made by the

Enforcement Directorate against him.

acquired through shell or dummy
companies have been identified. These
shell entities are "beneficially owned
or controlled" by Goel and his family
members,
funds of these entities is linked to
CSPL. Evidence gathered so far also
shows use of accommodation entries
and structured layering through front
companies for systematic settlement
of kickbacks," the Enforcement
Directorate said.

After Bombs And Briefings, India To Blow Whistle
On Pukistun’s Terror Industry At FATF

New Delhi. Following the devastating

Pahalgam terror attack and the 1 55

thunderous retaliation by Indian forces
under ‘Operation Sindoor’, India is no
longer in a mood to play nice with
Pakistan. With surgical precision and
diplomatic clarity, New Delhi is
preparing to lay bare the charade of
Pakistan’s “counter-terrorism” stance
before the international community.

Reports suggest that India is set to submit
to the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF), a global terrorist financing
watchdog, a dossier of fresh and
irrefutable intelligence that points to a
thriving ecosystem of terror camps
inside Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK). This is not just about
launching pads or safe houses; this is a
full-blown terror industry being
nurtured with state complicity.

Despite Pakistan’s desperate attempts to
whitewash its image and parade its
removal from the FATF Grey List in

2022 as a diplomatic victory, India’s
revelations could push Pakistan right
back under the scanner.

The FATF had warned that Pakistan’s
compliance must be ongoing,
especially in preventing financial
networks that feed jihadist proxies.
Islamabad apparently took that as a
suggestion, notarequirement.

The pattern is familiar and damning.
Each time Pakistan is grey listed, it
trots out half-baked measures, stages
symbolic arrests and freezes bank
accounts that mysteriously get

reactivated once international
attention fades.Meanwhile, UN-
designated terrorist groups like the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-
Mohammed continue to operate
openly under new names, with the
blessings of Pakistan’s military-
intelligence complex.

India’s upcoming dossier does not just
document locations; it exposes
logistics routes, financial conduits and
communication channels — everything
that connects Rawalpindi’s power
corridors to the rifle butts in PoK
jungles.New Delhi has also redoubled
its diplomatic offensive, urging global
financial institutions — including the
IMF and the World Bank — to rethink
their generosity toward a country that
uses international aid not for
development, but for destabilisation.
“You cannot expect peace if you are
funding the arsonist,” an official
sharply said.

Renu Bhatia,

it claimed."The source of

Samajwadi Party have slammed the ruling BIP
over the arrest of an Ashoka University professor
for a social media post on Operation Sindoor and
questioned why Madhya Pradesh minister Vijay
Shah, whose remarks on Colonel Sofiya Qureshi
sparked a row, had not been arrested yet.

In an apparent swipe at the ruling BJP, Samajwadi

Party chief Akhilesh Yadav has put out a social
media post, ostensibly drawing a parallel
between the swift police action against the
professor and the sluggish probe against the
Madhya Pradesh minister.

Hukmarano ki badzubani par bhi azadi, aur kisi ke

sach kehne par bhi giraftari," the Kannauj MP
said in a post on X. The lines roughly translate to:
"Those in power are free even after speaking ill of
others and those who spoke the truth have been
arrested."Ali Khan Mahmudabad, associate
professor of political science at Ashoka
University, was arrested yesterday after two FIRs
were registered against him for a social media
post on Operation Sindoor, India's counterstrike
to avenge the Pahalgam terror attack. The
charges include endangering India's sovereignty
and integrity, statements conducing to public
mischief, deliberate actions aimed at insulting
the modesty of a woman and promoting enmity
between different groups on grounds of religion.
chairperson of Haryana State
Commission for Women, filed one of the
complaints against Mr Khan. Referring to the
government choosing Colonel Sofiya Qureshi
and Wing Commander Vyomina Singh for the
Operation Sindoor briefings, the professor had
said he was happy to see right-wing
commentators applauding the Colonel. "... but
perhaps they could also equally loudly demand
that the victims of mob lynchings, arbitrary
bulldozing and others who are victims of the
BJP's hate mongering be protected as Indian
citizens. The optics of two women soldiers
presenting their findings is important but optics
must translate to reality on the ground otherwise
it's just hypocrisy".

Delhi government rolls out SOP to

handle bomb threats in schools
NEW DELHL. In compliance with a high court

order, the Delhi government has rolled out a
comprehensive standard operating procedure
(SOP) for managing bomb threats in schools that
includes measures like installing CCTV
cameras, making evacuation plans and holding
regular safety audits & mock drills. The step is
significant, as more than 200 schools in the
national capital received hoax bomb threats in
2024-25.Designed by the Directorate of
Education (DoE). the protocol lays emphasis on
a four-tier strategy based on prevention,
preparedness, response and recovery. *“The SOP
aims to instill a culture of preparedness and
vigilance while ensuring a swift and coordinated
response during emergencies. To maintain
transparency and accountability, schools are
now required to submit a monthly safety
checklist to their respective district authorities,”
the DoE said.

According to a statement from the DoE, the SOP

drafted following directions from the Delhi HC
is aligned with national safety guidelines. It takes
immediate effect and applies to all schools in the
Capital, including government, government-
aided, minority-run and recognised unaided
private institutions. “Each school must create its
own threat management plan tailored to its
layout and resources,” it stated.

The SOP also emphasised the need for regular

safety audits, structured staff training and
awareness campaigns to prepare students and
parents for possible emergency situations.

The department has instructed all principals and

schools to form school safety committees to
oversee routine mock drills, ensure that
emergency kits are maintained and coordinate on
evacuation routes. Further, the SOP has
highlighted the need for seamless coordination
with emergency services like the Delhi police
and fire service.“Schools are required to
maintain updated building layouts, install CCTV
cameras and secure their perimeters to assist
police and fire personnel during threat
assessments and evacuation,” the statement
stated. Recognising the unique vulnerabilities of
some students, the SOP included clear directives
for the evacuation of children with special needs.
“Schools must prepare a separate evacuation
plan that ensures no child is left behind during an
emergency.” itstressed.

Trinamool Says Centre Can't Decide
MPs For Global Outreach, BJP Responds

.The Centre had named
Trinamool Congress MP

Yusuf Pathan to be part

of the seven delegations

that will travel to
different countries to
convey India's message

week named Trinamool
Congress MP Yusuf Pathan to
be part of the seven
delegations that will travel to
different countries to convey
India's message of zero-
tolerance against terrorism
and Operation Sindoor, which
was launched on May 7 aftera |
deadly terror attack in Jammu
and Kashmir's Pahalgam last
month.

We believe that the nation is
above all, and we pledged our

A&

views and actions. They cannot
decide the member's name on their
own. It is not their choice, it is the
choice of the party. If they request
me to send someone, we will
decide on the name and tell them.
It is not that we are boycotting or
that we are not going." she said.

Trinamool national general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee also
spoke to the media about the
delegations and said the Centre
can't unilaterally decide who will
go from which party.

address the issue. “If such areas are affected by crime, support to the Union "l am saying this very clearly that

of zero-tolerance aqainst

we increase both foot and vehicle patrols in the = government to take whatever Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, whatever decision the Union

vicinity,. We also signal our presence with sirens; ferrorism. action was needed to protect our great  the Trinamool boss, said she didn't  Government takes, which aims at

whenever our personnel pass thruugh dark stretches, country. Our Armed Forces have made receirve any request regardmg SCl'ldll'lg a combating terrorism to protect the
oy - e —_— - f .

they sound their sirens,” the officer said. member to the Centre's multi-party

our nation proud, and we are forever
indebted to them. Foreign policy is
entirely within the domain of the Union
government. Therefore, let only the
Union government decide our foreign
policy and take complete responsibility
forit," asenior Trinamool leader said.
Speaking to reporters on Monday, West

national interest of the country, the TMC
will stand with the Centre shoulder to
shoulder.

We do not have a problem with any
delegation going, but which member of
our party should go in the delegation is
the decision of my party," he told
reporters.

New Delhi. The Trinamool Congress has
said that its MP or any other party leader
will not be part of the multi-party
delegations named by the Centre to tour
world capitals to campaign against
Pakistan's cross-border terrorism,
sources said on Monday.The Centre last

“We also stay in touch with Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) and Market Welfare
Associations (MWAs) to seek their help. We ask if
they can assist us in resolving issues related to these
spots. Where possible, we try to cover the entry and
exit points with CCTV cameras,” the officer added.

diplomatic mission.

"No request came to us. [fa request came to
us, then we could consider. We are in
favour of the country. In the external
affairs issue, we have always supported
the policy of the Centre. At present., we
are supporting the central government's
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Joe is a fighter: Kamala
Harris, Trump voice support
after Biden's cancer reveal

world. Former President Joe Biden'’s office announced
Sunday that he has been diagnosed with an
aggressive form of prostate cancer that has spread to
his bones. The diagnosis sparked an outpouring of
support and prayers from leaders across the spectrum,
as Biden began treatment for the disease.Biden’s
office shared that the cancer has a Gleason score 0of 9
(Grade Group 5) and has spread to his bones. The
statement also said the cancer is hormone-sensitive,
which means it can be treated effectively.

US President Donald Trump posted on Truth Social,
"Melania and | are saddened to hear about Joe Biden's
recent medical diagnosis. We extend our warmest and
best wishes to Jill and the family, and we wish Joe a
fastand successful recovery.”

Former Vice President Kamala Harris posted on X,
"Doug and I are saddened to learn of President
Biden’s prostate cancer diagnosis. We are keeping
him, Dr. Biden, and their entire family in our hearts
and prayers during this time. Joe is a fighter — and |
know he will face this challenge with the same
strength, resilience, and optimism that have always
defined his life and leadership. We are hopeful for a
full and speedy recovery."

Who is Guy Edward Bartkus,
FBI's suspect in Palm
Springs fertility clinic blast?

world. The FBI has named 25-year-old Guy Edward
Bartkus as the main suspect in a bombing outside a
fertility clinic in Palm Springs, California. The blast
occurred just before 11 AM local time on Saturday,
killing one person and injuring at least five others. It
shook the neighbourhood around the American
Reproductive Centre, where couples go for in vitro
fertilisation (IVF) treatment. At a press conference on
Sunday, Akil Davis, assistant director of the FBI's
Los Angeles field office, said, "We are fairly
confident that Mr. Bartkus is our primary suspect."
He stated that the attack was carefully planned and
not random.

Davis added, "The subject had nihilistic ideations, and
this was a targeted attack against the IVF (in vitro
fertilisation) facility. Make no mistake. We are
treating this ... as an intentional act of terrorism.”

The explosion happened in or near a car parked close to
the clinic.

FBI PROBES POSSIBLE MOTIVE

FBI authorities suspect that Bartkus was killed in the
explosion that he might have organised. His body
was discovered near the wrecked car, a silver 2010
Ford Fusion. Authorities also suspect that he was
attempting to broadcast the attack live on the internet
atthe moment it occurred.

The FBI is currently conducting a search of Bartkus'
residence with the court's permission for additional
evidence relating to what prompted the attack. "We
do not believe that there's an ongoing threat to the
public," Davis explained in the press conference.
Law enforcement is investigating a potential
manifesto that the suspect had written, which may
provide some explanation of his actions.US media
outlets reported a website contained messages that
appeared to be linked to the suspect, in which he laid
outa loose argument against human life.

Pro-EU Nicusor Dan wins
Romania presidential election
in surprise turnaround

world.Romania’s centrist Bucharest mayor, Nicusor
Dan, won the presidential election, surprising many
aftera tough race against a far-right rival.

Dan had more than 5.83 million votes with nearly
99% of the total votes counted, giving him an
insurmountable lead over hard-right rival George
Simion. Exit polls right after the voting suggested
he had 54-55%.

MESSAGE TO SUPPORTERSAFTER WIN

After the election results were announced, he said ina
social media post, "It was an unprecedented
mobilisation and, therefore, the victory belongs to
cach of you. To each Romanian who went to vote,
made their voice heard and thus fought for what
they believe in, for the country they want and in
which they wish to live. Starting tomorrow, we
begin the reconstruction of Romania, a united,
HONEST Romania, based on respect for the law
and for all people."Dan. a quiet mathematician aged
55, made a strong comeback in the last days of the
campaign. For weeks, he had been behind George
Simion, a far-right politician who supports US
President Donald Trump and wants Romania to
stop military aid to Ukraine,

Dan has been supporting Ukraine in its war against
Russia. He also promised to keep Romania close to
the European Union. Romania has helped Ukraine
with important military logistics.He said that he
expected coalition talks to form a new government
to last a few weeks. Speaking to private television
station Digi24, Dan said he wanted a new coalition
government to include all four centre-right and
centre-left parliamentary parties.

Now, Dan has to pick a prime minister to work with
parliament on fixing Romania’s large budget
deficit, which is the biggest in the European
Union. After the exit polls came out, Dan told his
supporters, "There will be a difficult period ahead.
But we must be hopeful and patient to build a strong
and healthy society."
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Israel to allow limited food aid into
Gaza amid extensive ground operations

world.Israel Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu's office said it will allow a
small amount of food into Gaza, after
beginning large-scale ground operations
in the north and south of the region.Israel
had halted nearly all aid to Gaza since
March, prompting fear of famine. Just in
the last week, Palestinian health
authorities reported that hundreds had
been killed by Israeli attacks, including
130 overnight.

"At the recommendation of the IDF (Israel

Defence Forces), and out of the
operational need to enable the expansion
of intense fighting to defeat Hamas, Isracl
will allow a basic amount of food for the
population to ensure that a hunger crisis
does not develop in the Gaza Strip,"
Netanyahu's office said.

The United Nations confirmed that talks

are happening with Israel to begin
delivering limited aid. "We have been
approached by Israeli authorities to

resume limited aid delivery," said Eri

Kaneko, spokesperson for UN aid chief

Tom Fletcher. She added that discussions
are ongoing due to the extreme
conditions on the ground.

HEAVY STRIKES
CONTINUE, PEACE TALKS
STALLED

The announcement came as
negotiations in Qatar between
Israel and Hamas remained
stalled. The negotiations focused
on a potential truce, release of
hostages, and offers to stop the
war. One proposal involved
exiling Hamas leaders and
disarming weapons in the area --
something Hamas has already
refused before.However, the

=
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leaders in achicving the leeway for an
agreement.

Over the past week, the Israeli army said it
hit over 670 Hamas targets under a new
operation called "Gideon's Chariots" and

killed dozens of Hamas fighters.

Isracli army signalled that it could powever, Gaza’s Health Ministry reported

diminish its activities to help in a

potential deal. Chief of Staff Eyal Zamir

stated troops that the army would assist

that at least 464 Palestinians died in just
one week., "Complete families were
wiped off the civil registration record by

(overnight) Isracli bombardment," said
Khalil Al-Degran, a spokesperson for the
Gaza health ministry.

Gaza’s authorities say more than 53.000

people have been killed since the war
began, with most being civilians. Two
million residents have been forced to
flee their homes in Gaza.lsrael has cut
off food, fuel, and medicine since
March to try to push Hamas to free
hostages. It has also authorized plans
to potentially seize full control of
Gaza and oversee aid deliveries
directly. Global organisations have
warned of the possibility of an
impending famine if aid is not
permitted to enter.

QATARTALKS

Asked about the Qatar talks, a Hamas

official told Reuters: “Israel's position

remains unchanged, they want to release

the prisoners (hostages) without a

commitment to end the war."

Beaten, starved, isolated: How Australian Portugal's centre-right
man survived five years in Chinese prison

world. Australian video
producer Matthew Radalj
spoke publicly about the

five horrific years he spent
within Beijing No. 2

Prison, a jail notorious for
its foreign prisoners. He
told of a brutal system of
torture, mental coercion,
and cruel treatment that
started das s00n as he was
detained in January 2020.

According to the BBC, he
was arrested after a dispute
with shopkeepers over a
phone repair in Beijing.

The situation escalated quickly, and
Radalj found himself facing criminal
charges.

"I was in really bad shape when I arrived.
They beat me for two days straight in
the first police station that I was in. I
hadn't slept or eaten or had water for 48
hours and then | was forced to signa big
stack of documents," Radalj said as
quoted by the BBC.

Radalj says he was intimidated into
signing a fabricated confession for
robbery when he was informed that
there was no hope of winning a court
case. According to court records, the
confession served to shorten his

sentence to four years,

LIFE INSIDE CHINESE PRISON

Before entering the prison, Radalj spent
months in a detention centre where
hygiene was nearly impossible to
maintain. "We were banned from
showering or cleaning ourselves,
sometimes for months ata time... waste
from the toilets above would
constantly drip down on tous," he said.

Upon arrival in Beijing No. 2 Prison, he
was put in cramped cells with prisoners
from around the world. The rooms
were flooded with light 24 hours a day,
with the prisoners having minimal
room to move. The meals usually
included watery soup and bread, and

discipline consisted of
reducing the food allowance or
limiting calls home.

The prison operated a "points
system" where good behaviour
could reduce sentences. But
Radalj described it as deeply
flawed. "Infractions included...
hoarding or sharing food,
walking ‘incorrectly” in the
hallway, or even standing too
close to the window," he said.

After being caught in the middle
of a fight between other
prisoners, Radalj was placed in
solitary confinement for 194

days. "You start to go crazy, whether
you like it or not... After four months,
you just start talking to yourself all the
time," he recalled.

Despite the restrictions, Radalj secretly
kept a diary using scraps of unpeeled
face masks. North Korean prisoners
helped him in writing minuscule script
to maximize the space. He concealed
the writings in his jacket and
successfully smuggled them out when
he was released on October 5, 2024.

“They trashed all my belongings... But
the guard holding my clothes never
knew the secret journal had been
slipped inside," he said.

Ahead of Trump-Putin call, Zelenskyy
meets JD Vance, Marco Rubio in Rome

world.Afier the setbacks in failed peace
talks, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy held a series of high-level
meetings with US officials and
European leaders in Rome on Sunday -
- just a day before the scheduled phone
call between US President Donald
Trump and Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin, which will decide the
fate of ceasefire between Russia and
Ukraine.

Zelenskyy used his visit to Rome for
Pope Leo XIV's inaugural Mass to
meet top US and European officials,

During his visit, Zelenskyy spoke with
US Vice President JD Vance and
Secretary of State Marco Rubio at the
US ambassador’s residence. After the
meeting, Zelenskyy shared on social
media that he restated Ukraine’s

commitment to a "full and
unconditional ceasefire.”

"We have also touched upon the need for
sanctions against Russia, bilateral
trade, defence cooperation, battlefield
situation and upcoming prisoners
exchange," he said. "Pressure is needed
against Russia until they are eager to
stop the war."

This was the first in-person meeting
between Zelenskyy and Vance since
their tense interaction at the White
House in February.

In the 'Face the Nation' interview, Rubio
said, "The only way that these talks will
move forward is if Mr. Trump and Putin
meet in person." He added that Trump
is willing to hold a one-on-one meeting
with the Russian president. "The
mechanics of setting that kind of

meeting up would require a little bit of
work," Rubio said. "But the president
wants to do it. He wants to do it as soon
as feasible."When asked whether
Russia and Ukraine were only
engaging in talks to "buy time," Rubio
responded, "We'll find out pretty
soon." He added, "On the one hand,
we’re trying to achieve peace andend a
very bloody, costly and destructive
war. So, there’s some element of
patience that is required. On the other
hand, we don’t have time to waste."
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, who
was also in Rome, said he spoke with
both Zelenskyy and Rubio. Merz added
that leaders from Germany, France, and
the UK have agreed to more
conversations with the American
president to coordinate efforts.

bloc wins election, falls
short of majority

world. Portugal’s centre-right Democratic Alliance
(AD) won the Sunday’s snap parliamentary election
but once again fell short of securing an outright
majority. The result means the country will likely
continue to face political uncertainty, as no single

party commands enough support to govern
alone.AD, led by Prime Minister Luis Montenegro,
secured 89 seats in the 230-scat parliament - just nine
more than their previous count, but still short of the
116 seats needed for a majority.

The centre-left Socialist Party and the far-right Chega
party were locked in a close contest for second place,
making coalition talks a key part of what comes next
in forming a stable government.

This was Portugal’s third general election in just three
years. The latest vote was triggered just a year after
the AD formed a minority government. Prime
Minister Luis Montenegro was forced into the polls
following a failed vote of confidence in March, which
was sparked by concerns raised over the involvement
of his family’s consultancy firm."The Portuguese
don't want any more snap elections, they want a four-
year legislature," Montenegro told cheering
supporters. As people chanted his campaign slogan
“Let Luis work,” he said the result showed that people
had faith in him and that the opposition must now
respect that vote.

CHEGARISES, SOCIALISTS FALL

One of the big stories of this election was the rise of the
far-right Chega party. Chega gained 58 seats - its
highest result to date and eight more than in the
previous year. The centre-left Socialist Party also got
58 seats, with around 50,000 fewer votes than Chega.
However, this was a decline from the 78 seats held by
the Socialists at the last election.As a result, Socialist
party leader Pedro Nuno Santos said he would resign.

Chega’s leader, Andr Ventura, told his supporters, "We
didn’t win this election, but we’ve made history." He
said he was confident his party could still move ahead
of the Socialists once all votes are counted.

Ventura founded Chega in 2019. Despite Chega’s
growth, Montenegro has ruled out working with
them. This means he will either have to negotiate with
other smaller parties or rule with limited support in
parliament.

Joe Biden, 82, diagnosed with
aggressive form of prostate cancer

Former US President Joe Biden

has been diagnosed with an

aggressive form of prostate

cancer that has spread to his

hones. His team says the

cancer is hormone-sensitive

and treatment options are

being explored with doctors

options, and the former president is
consulting closely with doctors and his
family.

"While this represents a more aggressive
form of the disease, the cancer appears to
be hormone-sensitive which allows for
effective management," his office said.
"The President and his family are

reviewing treatment options with his

physicians.”Soon after news of Biden’s

cancer spread, his main political rival --

US President Donald Trump, who often
ridicules his cognitive abilities -- said he

|

certain he will fight this challenge with his
trademark resolve and grace. We pray fora

disease, the cancer appears to be hormone-
sensitive which allows for effective
management.”

Prostate cancer that spreads outside the

prostate - especially to the bones, as with
Biden - is much harder to treat.
Metastasised cancer is more difficult for
drugs to target all areas. Yet, cancers that
depend on hormones to develop can still
be treated with drugs that inhibit hormone
production, holding out a glimmer of hope
for disease control.

BIDEN’S HEALTH CONCERN

and family.

—

world. Former US President Joe Biden has

was "saddened" by the development and
wrote on his social media platform: "We
extend our warmest and best wishes to Jill
and the family, and we wish Joe a fast and

fastand full recovery."

GLEASON SCORE REVEALS
ADVANCED STAGE OF CANCER
Prostate cancers receive a score known as a

Speculations about Joe Biden's health had
begun during his presidency. His physical
and mental sharpness came under question,
particularly after a disastrous debate

been diagnosed with an aggressive form of
prostate cancer that has spread to his bones,
according to a statement from his office
released on Sunday.The diagnosis was
confirmed on Friday after Biden reported
experiencing urinary issues. His medical
team is now evaluating possible treatment

successful recovery."

Wishing Biden a full recovery, former US

President Barack Obama took to X and
wrote: "Michelle and I are thinking of the
entire Biden family. Nobody has done
more to find breakthrough treatments for
cancer in all its forms than Joe, and I am

Gleason score that indicates, on a scale
from 1 to 10, how closely the cancerous
cells resemble normal cells. Biden's office
reported his score was 9, which means his
cancer is amongst the most aggressive.

According to Biden's office, "While this

represents a more aggressive form of the

performance in June when he was seeking
reelection. Biden eventually dropped out of
his bid for a second term following the
outrage. Democrat Kamala Harris, who
was then the Vice President, then became
the party's nominee but was defeated by
Republican Donald Trump in the election.
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LSG focussed to win last 3
games and somehow sneak
mto

playofs: 'William. O'Rour_ke |

<,

New Delhi. Lucknow Super Gianst (LSG)
fast bowler Willaim O Rourke has revealed
that the team is just focusing to win the last
three matches and somehow get a chance to
make it to the playoffs. LSG are set to take
on Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) on Monday,
May 18 at Ekana Stadium in Lucknow.

The Rishabh Pant-led side are in a must-win
situation as they desperately need to win all
of their last three fixtures by a good margin
to stay alive in the playoffs race. Ahead of
the fixture, William O’ Rourke, who’s been
signed as the replacement for Mayank
Yadav for Rs 3 crore, spoke about his team’s
playoffchances .

"Obviously, there's only so much that's in our
control, but what we can do is focus on
winning the next three games. We need to
take responsibility for that, put in strong
performances, and if we manage to sneak
into the semifinals, that would be a great
result,” said O’Rourke in the pre-match
press conference.Lucknow are on the
seventh spot on the points table with five
wins from 11 matches having ten points to
their name. They have their last three
matches against SRH, Gujarat Titans (GT)
and Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB).
Moreover, their poor net run rate of -0.469
has further made their road to the playoffs
tougher as all the other teams have a positive
net run rate. The Rishabh Pant-led side will
have to play out of their skin in the last three
fixtures and also hope for certain results to
go in their favour. Meanwhile, O° Rourke
also spoke about bowling on Indian pitches
against some of the best players in the
world.

India will not play or
host Asia Cup 2025
amidst tensions with
Pakistan: Sources

A Y
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New Delhi. The Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) has decided that India will
not play or host the Asia Cup 2025 amidst the
growing tensions with Pakistan, sources told
India Today, citing the escalating
geopolitical and military tensions with
Pakistan. India and Sri Lanka were supposed
to host the tournament this year. According to
sources, the Women’s Emerging Teams Asia
Cup, scheduled for next month in Sri Lanka,
has been cancelled amidst the ongoing
standoff between India and Pakistan.

As for the Men’s Asia Cup in September, a final
decision will be made at the upcoming ACC
(Asian Cricket Council) meeting, which is
headed by Pakistan Cricket Board chairman
Mohsin Naqvi. However, sources suggest
India has already informed the ACC that it
will neither play in nor host the tournament.
Without India’s participation, the event is
likely to be cancelled or scrapped altogether.
Since, Mohsin Naqvi is the ACC chair right
now, all the financial losses will have to be
borne by him.The move signals a broader
shift in India’s approach to cricketing ties
with Pakistan. India’s withdrawal has put the
future of this year’s Asia Cup in serious
doubt. The tournament, which was
scheduled to be played in a T20 format at a
neutral venue as preparation for the 2026 T20
World Cup, was set to feature five nations —
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh. India are the defending
champions of the Asia Cup, having won the
title in 2023,

A large chunk of the tournament’s financial
backing comes from Indian sponsors and
broadcasters. Sony Pictures Networks India
(SPNI) acquired the media rights to Asia Cup
events in 2024 for a reported USD 170
million over eight years. The Asia Cup was
given a 19-day window in September this
vear, where at least two Indo-Pak matches
were to take place, apart from the possibility
of a final clash between the rivals, which
would have assured the broadcasters of high
advertising revenue,

In previous years, similar concerns led to
hybrid models being adopted for multilateral
tournaments. The 2023 Asia Cup was
technically hosted by Pakistan, but India’s
matches — including the final — were
played entirely in Sri Lanka. The same model
was adopted earlier this year during the ICC
Champions Trophy, with India playing their
fixtures in Dubai instead of travelling to
Pakistan.

" Max Verstappen admits his Imola win

surprised him: Didn't think I'd win

Formula 1: Max Verstappen
turned a weekend of doubt into

triumph at Imola, securing Red
Bull's milestone 400th race
victory and tightening the title
race with a win he hadn't

expected to even compete for.

—

New Delhi. Red Bull and Formula 1 icon Max
Verstappen claimed a dramatic and
unexpected victory at the Emilia-Romagna
Grand Prix on 18 May, turning a weekend of
low expectations into one of celebration for
both himselfand Red Bull Racing.

Heading into Imola, Verstappen and his team
were unsure of their competitiveness. The
early sessions provided little confidence,
with the car appearing less responsive than
required for the tight and demanding circuit.
But things changed as qualifying progressed.

with Verstappen managing to extract strong
pace over a single lap—enough to secure a
place near the front of the grid.

"Before I got here this weekend, [ didn’t really
have a lot of hope that we
could actually win a race
here. But then 1 think from
yesterday onwards, the car
was more competitive over
one lap and luckily also
today," Verstappen said
after the race."As soon as |
braked late and then came
off the brakes, I felt like,
OK, there might be a move
on. So, I just carried the
speed in. And, luckily, it
basically was sticking. It's
not an easy move to make,
but luckily, everything
went well," he added.

At the start of the race,
Verstappen wasted no time.
With bold commitment into the opening
corners, he made a decisive move on pole-
sitter Oscar Piastri, setting the tone for a
high-pressure afternoon. That early overtake
proved pivotal, as Verstappen pulled away
steadily inclean air.

=

Despite the interruption of a mid-race safety
car that neutralised his advantage,
Verstappen maintained control. Lando
Norris moved up to second in the final laps,

passing teammate Piastri, but neither
McLaren was able to mount a serious
challenge for the lead.

Tactics also played a crucial role in the win.
While several drivers, including Piastri,
pitted early to switch to hard tyres,

GT assistant coach backs Shubman Gill's
captaincy with MS Dhoni reference

«GT assistant coach
Aashish Kapoor backed
Shubman Gill's calm,
strategic leadership during
IPL 2025, drawing
parallels with MS Dhoni as
speculation grows around
Gill becoming India's next
Test captain.

New Delhi. GT assistant coach Aashish
Kapoor backed Shubman Gill's calm,
strategic leadership during IPL 2025,
drawing parallels with MS Dhoni as
speculation grows around Gill becoming
India's next Test captain.

"When (MS) Dhoni was made captain for the
World Cup for the first time, he was not
captain anywhere. So nobody knew, 10
years, 12 years down the line, he is going to
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be one of the world's best captains,"

Kapoorsaid.
"If you had asked somebody at that point in

time, including Dhoni, what do you think
of your captaincy? There would be no
answer. So you have to see a person over a
period of time before you can make any
judgement on him. And he has not even
started," he added.Gill led Gujarat Titans
into the IPL 2025 playoffs after a dominant
win over Delhi Capitals on May 18. The
victory was powered by a brilliant 202-run
opening partnership with Sai Sudharsan,

where Gill remained
unbeaten on 93. While he
has consistently been one
of the top batters this
season, his leadership has
also played a crucial role
in Gujarat Titans’ rise as
strong title contenders.
Gill’s form this season has
marked a return to
prominence after a quiet
IPL 2024 campaign. His
composed approach and
ability to guide the team
through pressure
situations have stood out.
His performance and leadership have also
sparked increased conversations within the
cricket fraternity about his readiness for the
Test captaincy role.With Gujarat already
securing a playoff spot, the focus now shifts
to finishing in the top two. Their final league
games against playoff-chasing Lucknow
Super Giants and defending champions
Chennai Super Kings will be critical. A
strong finish could see Gill push his team
toward a second IPL title, adding another
feather to his growing leadership rsume.

Jannik Sinner jokes brother chose Formula
| over watching his final vs Alcaraz

Rome. World No. 1 Jannik Sinner showed
humour in defeat after losing to Carlos
Alcaraz in the Italian Open final, playfully
criticising his brother Mark for skipping the
match in favour of attending the Emilia
Romagna Grand Prix.The 22-year-old
Italian, who was beaten 7-6(5), 6-1 by
Alcaraz in front of a packed home crowd in
Rome, maintained a positive outlook after
the match. Despite the disappointment of
missing out on the title, Sinner thanked his
team during the post-match ceremony and
made light of his brother’s absence, joking
about his decision to choose Formula | over
a Masters 1000 final.“I’d like to thank my
team. There have been a few months that
weren’t easy. It’s been a great result just to be
here in the final. We trained a lot. We can be
proud of the results we achieved. We didn’t
win the final but we are happy with this

trophy. It’s been a great success since we
came here. Paolini won singles and doubles
with Errani. Lorenzo and I did our part on
the men’s side. Italians, we hope you're
happy with this tournament. A lot of friends
of mine are here," Snner said.

“Special thanks to my brother, who, instead of
being here, is in Imola watching Formula 1.
He's watching the racing,” he added.

Alcaraz’s victory marked his fourth
consecutive win over Sinner and his seventh
career Masters 1000 title. The match was
their first meeting in six months and
Sinner’s first defeat of the year in a main-
draw event, ending his remarkable 26-
match winning streak.

Sinner had impressed throughout the
tournament, including a dominant straight-
sets win over Madrid Masters champion
Casper Ruud in the quarter-finals. His
performance in Rome reaffirmed his form
ahead of the French Open, despite the loss.

Meanwhile, Alcaraz’s success in Rome — his
first title at the Italian Open — capped off a
strong clay-court season that began with a
Monte Carlo Masters win and a runners-up
finish in Barcelona. The 22-year-old
Spaniard now heads to Roland Garros as one
ofthe firm favourites.

Verstappen remained out longer on

mediums. This strategy paid off when a

Virtual Safety Car on Lap 29—triggered by

Esteban Ocon’s retirement—allowed him to
make his pit stop with
minimal time lost,
rejoining the race with a
healthy lead.

The victory, Verstappen's
second of the season, was
especially significant for
Red Bull, marking their
400th Grand Prix start with
a win. It also helped him
close the gap in the drivers’
standings to just nine
points behind leader Lando
Norris, with Oscar Piastri
sitting a further four points
back.

Even Verstappen admitted
the win had caught him off
guard, as he had arrived in

Italy with little belief that a top result was

possible. But with the car finding form at the

right moment, and his race execution near

flawless, he walked away from Imola with a

crucial 25 points—and momentum firmly

back on his side.

Neeraj Chopra hits 90.23:
2016 Olympic champion
welcomes India athlete

to 90m club
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New Delhi. Delhi Capitals batter Abishek Porel
said that the team is upbeat about their
chances to make it to the playoffs of IPL 2025
despite their loss to GT on Sunday, May 8.
The Titans handed a 10-wicket loss to the
Capitals in Delhi on Sunday, which has left
them in a precarious spot.The win for GT
meant that they, along with RCB and PBKS,
qualified for the playoffs with just one more
spot up for grabs. It will be a three-way battle
for the final spot with DC battling MI and
LSG. Speaking at the post-match
presentation, Porel said that GT batted well
on the day.

However, the batter felt that Delhi played good
cricket on the day and feels if they can make
full use of the chances in the next two games,
then they can qualify.“They batted really well
actually. In the first innings, the ball was
getting stuck a little bit initially and that
dictated how we played at that time. But later
the wicket was very good. So I used to think
that seeing like that in the first innings, then it
was a very good score for us. But they batted
very well."We played good cricket. In some
moments, we were a little behind - that's why
we didn't win. But we played good cricket.
We didn't play bad cricket. We played good
cricket. We still have two chances. If we win
two-on-two, we still have chances to qualify.
So there is no such ground challenges,” said
Porel.

"Will play where team management prefers
me to play’

DC have used seven different opening pairs
over the course of the IPL 2025 season, with
Porel also being a part of the merry-go-round.
When asked if he would want to play as an
opener, Porel said that the decision lies with
the team management. The southpaw said his
aim is to play good cricket for the side.”It's
totally up to the team management. It's not in
my hands.

Rahul Dravid defends Dhruv Jurel after
yet another close defeat in IPL 2025

New Delhi. Rajasthan Royals head coach
Rahul Dravid hit back at critics of Dhruv
Jurel after the team slumped to their sixth
loss while chasing in the Indian Premier
League 2025. The Royals have now chased
in seven matches this season, winning just
one — against Gujarat Titans on April
28.Sunday was another missed opportunity,
as Sanju Samson’s side fell short while
chasing 220 runs, despite a flying start. The
loss once again put the spotlight on
Rajasthan's misfiring middle order, which
has struggled to close out games from
winning positions throughout the season.

Dhruv Jurel, in particular, came under fire for
his performance, but Dravid firmly defended
the Rs 14 crore retention, stating that the
young wicketkeeper-batter had done an
excellent job under pressure all season.

“In every single match that he has come out in,
he’s been chasing 13-14 runs per over — that
is not easy,” said Dravid at the post-match
press conference. “He played really well,

even though we lost a bunch of wickets
in the middle overs. He brought us
close to the target. It’s not like he’s
walked in needing 7 an over and failed.
It’s always 12-13, sometimes even
more. I think Jurel has done well for us
atNo. 5. It's a very difficult position to
bat in.”Dravid also voiced hope for the
future of Rajasthan’s young Indian
core, which has drawn criticism this
season. He noted that many of the
players are set to gain valuable
international experience in the coming
year, and expected them to return
stronger in [PL 2026.

“We've seen the talent — today again, the
batting from Jaiswal, Vaibhav, Jurel, even
Sanju and Riyan. We have a strong group of
young Indian batsmen. They’ll only be better
inayear,” Dravid said.

“Vaibhav (Suryavanshi) will play a lot of
cricket, like the India U19 setup. Riyan Parag
too. These guys will be playing tough cricket,

international cricket through the year. So
hopefully when they return next season,
they’ll be more experienced. They're already
very talented.”

Dravid Rues Lack of Finishing Touch

Rajasthan fell short against Punjab Kings on
Sunday, despite a blazing start. Openers
Vaibhav Suryavanshi and Yashasvi Jaiswal

powered the team to a 50-run stand in
just three overs, but the Royals failed to
capitalize and were restricted to 209 in
their chase of 220."We’ve got close but
haven’t been able to finish the job,”
Dravid admitted. “It’s been one of those
seasons where you feel we give 15-20
runs too many with the ball, and with the
bat, after getting into good positions, we
haven’t been able to finish with the big
shots we needed from the lower middle
order.”

Punjab were 159 for five in the 16th over
but hammered 60 runs in the final four
overs to reach 219/5 at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium — a period Dravid
believed swung the game.

“It’s been five games now — 10 runs, tie, 1 run,
2 runs, 10 runs again. These are one or two
hits in that final phase that we just haven’t
managed.”He also pointed out that bowlers
should share the responsibility for the
defeats.
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Ishaan Khatter Feature In
Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia 2025 *

I \orbes has announced the landmark 10th edition of its 30 Under 30 Asia list, which q._

highlights 300 of the region’s most promising entrepreneurs, innovators, and

leaders under 30. A big shoutout to Ananya Panday and Ishaan Khatter for making it
to the Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia list for 2025. Among the select few from Bollywood this
year are these two actors.Ananya Panday, who debuted with Student of the Year 2 in
2019, has steadily built her brand with a mix of diverse film roles and a strong presence
in fashion. Her latest film, Kesari Chapter 2, a poignant drama centered on the
aftermath of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, showcased a more serious and layered
side to her acting. Beyond movies,
Ananya became the first Indian
ambassador for luxury fashion house
Chanel earlier this year, further
cementing her status as a style icon.
She also actively promotes her
campaign So Positive, focused on
combating cyberbullying among
youth.On the other hand, Ishaan
Khatter, who began his journey
with Beyond the Clouds and
gained mainstream attention
with Dhadak, has been
making bold choices with
more complex and global
projects. 2025 is a
milestone year for him as
he prepares for his
Cannes debut with the
film Homebound,
which will feature in a
special segment of the Q

festival. Ishaan’s .y
recent works inc]uf‘l’-'
the Netflix rom-co

series The Royals and »

the international
Netflix Original The !

Perfect Couple, where

he stars alongside - ‘

Nicole Kidman, expanding his footprint in global cinema.

Forbes 30 Under 30 is an annual list published by Forbes magazine since
2011, highlighting 30 influential young achievers under the age of 30
across different industries.

Tamannaah Bhatia

Looks Uncomfortable As She Gets
MOBBED At Event; Fans Express Concern

! I \amannaah Bhatia was mobbed after an event in  look:

Mumbai last night, May 17. The actor, whose Fans took to the comment box and expressed their

special appearances in film songs have support. “Wo uncomfortable ho rhi h bhai samjte nhi
consistently trended, performed at the Zee Cine tumlog," wrotea fan. “Isiliye in chha*ri ko ignore karte
Awards. While exiting the venue, she was seen hactor and actress, vo Kitna uncomfortable feel kr rhi
maintaining her distance as a horde of male fans came  h," wrote another. A third user questioned why her
running towards her for photos, Tamannaah quickly  security was missing.

Meanwhile, Tamannaah has
joined the star cast of
Sidharth Malhotra-led Vvan:
Force Of The Forest. Though
the actor’s face wasn’t
revealed in fH§E
announcement, the makers
vaguely showed an artistic
imagery of her wearing a red
saree, running barefoot with
a lamp in her hand in the
middle of the forest at night.
Sharing the teaser online,
Balaji Motion Pictures had
written, “Rooted in Indian
mythology and mysticism,
VVAN - Force of the Forrest
unfolds a tale straight from
the pages of history and

] folklore.
navigated her way away from the crowd and hopped Delighted to welcome (@tamannaahspeaks to this
into her car.Tamannaah Bhatia was seen protecting  powerful narrative — a force in her own right, ready to
herself from a sea of male fans who had gathered  ¢ommand the screen like never before." Apart from her
around her for photos. The Aaj Ki Raat star was spotted  work diaries, Tamannaah Bhatia has been making
without any security. After politely obliging fora few  peadlines for her alleged breakup with Vijay Varma.
photos while fixing her dress, she looked The duo have chosen to remain silent on their
uncomfortable and hurried away from the spot. Take a  rejationship status.

Aishwarya Rai, Abhishek
Bachchan Enjoy As Rahul Vaidya
Sings Ku|ru Re A’r A Weddmg

ishwarya Rai Bachchan and Abhishek
Bachchan never fail to make heads turn

every time they step out together, and this
time was no different! The couple, along with
their daughter Aaradhya Bachchan, recently
attended a wedding in Mumbai. A video from
the wedding ceremony has surfaced on social
media, and it shows the family enjoying and
grooving as singer Rahul Vaidya sang the song
‘Kajra Re’ from the 2005 film Bunty Aur Babli.

At a recent wedding ceremony, Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan and Abhishek Bachchan were seen
fully enjoying themselves as Rahul Vaidya
performed Kajra Re to the lively beats of the
dhol. A video that has gone viral shows
Aishwarya grooving, while Abhishek and
Aaradhya clapped along to the beat. While
Abhishek looked dapper in an ivory sherwani,
Aishwarya donned an ivory full-sleeved
anarkali with a dupatta. Aaradhya also donned
a matching lehenga. Check out the video
below!

Meanwhile, last month, Aishwarya Rai and
Abhishek Bachchan celebrated their [8th
wedding ceremony. To mark the special
occasion, the actress took to Instagram to share
a heartwarming family photo featuring her
husband Abhishek and their daughter
Aaradhya. The trio was seen posing closely
together, radiating warmth and love.
Aishwarya looked stunning with her signature
red lipstick and sleek hair, while Abhishek
sported a classic white shirt and bold red
glasses. Aaradhya stood between them, smiling
sweetly, making it a perfect family portrait. A
few months ago, rumours about Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan and Abhishek Bachchan’s divorce
began circulating on social media. However,
the couple has since been seen together on
multiple occasions, appearing happy and
united, thus putting an end to those
speculations. In March, Aishwarya and
Abhishek were spotted at Ashutosh
Gowariker’s son Konark Gowariker and Niyati
Kanakia’s wedding reception in Mumbai. In
December, they were spotted together at a star-
studded wedding reception. They also reunited
to celebrate their daughter Aaradhya’s
birthday.

Malti Marie Hosts Tea Party
For Mom Priyanka Chopra's
Manager Anjula Achunu

riyanka Chopra’s daughter Malti Marie

enjoys a huge fan following. The little

munchkin grabs attention for
everything she does. Recently, she hosted an
adorable tea party for her mother’s manager
Anjula Acharia, and her husband Furhan
Ahmad. She shared the photos on social
media and it is going viral. Taking to her
Instagram stories, Anjula shared photos in
which they are seen enjoying the party.
“Massi and Furhan uncle got invited to the
cutest tea party with the truly special Malti
Marie (sic)," read the caption. In another
photo, Malti decided it was time for a
makeover. Anjula playfully wrote, *She also
thought 1 needed a makeover. I couldn’t
agree more!”

Privanka Chopra and Malti celebrated
Mother’s Day with Nick Jonas with a
beautiful picnic organised by the latter at a
park. The photos went viral, with fans
lauding the Sucker singer’s heartfelt gesture
for his family. Recently, Nick spoke about
how he planned the whole setup with help
from his brother, Joe Jonas. He further
lauded wife Privanka for being an amazing
mother to Malti.

Priyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas, who tied the
knot in 2018, welcomed baby girl Malti
Marie on January 15, 2022. Taking to
Instagram, the duo had shared a long note
about welcoming their first child via
surrogacy. A year later, the 7 Khoon Maaf
actor spoke about why they had to opt for the
procedure. “I had medical complications,"
PeeCee had said, opening up for the first time
with Vogue.

The actor further mentioned that surrogacy
“was a necessary step, and I'm so grateful I
was in a position where | could do this. Our
surrogate was so generous, kind, lovely, and
funny, and she took care of this precious gift
for us for six months."

Meanwhile, on the work front, Priyanka
Chopra is making her comeback in Indian
films with SS Rajamouli and Mahesh Babu’s
SSMB 28.
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