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India strikes, Trump blinks:
Tale of two powers

TWO developments in the last 10 days — first, the
swift punishment to Pakistan in Operation Sindoor
and India's diplomatic measures earlier; second,
the recall of high tariffs by the US on China— will
affect global realignments.India met the strategic
objectives of the operation, which included the
destruction of Pakistan's terrorist infrastructure;
setting up a new deterrence against terror attacks;
inflicting considerable damage to Pakistan's key
airbases and establishing military superiority and
ability to strike wherever it wanted.

Without crossing the LoC or the International
Border, India launched missiles and drones on
May 7 at Pakistan's nine terror bases, some deep
inside the country, in a calibrated, measured and
responsible manner, hitting its targets with few
civilian casualties.Pakistan's Air Defence (AD)
system failed to intercept the missiles. More than
100 terrorists, including some top leaders of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed and Hizbul
Mujahideen such as Abu Jundal, Hafiz
Muhammed Jameel, Khalid and Mohammed
Hassan Khan, were killed in the strikes. Their
close links with the Pakistan army were visible as
senior army officials attended their funeral.

When Pakistan tried to launch missile and drone
attacks against Indian airbases on the night of May
7-8, the multi-layered Indian AD system
comprising the indigenous Akashteer, Akash
missiles, air defence guns, Russian S-400 and
Israeli Barak 8 easily neutralised Pakistan's
Chinese, Turkish and indigenous missiles and
drones.As a result, the Indian airfields, logistic
installations and military infrastructure remain
largely unaffected by the enemy's retaliation.

The ISRO's 10 satellites working round the clock
played a stellar role in informing the Indian armed
forces about the enemy's positions, military
infrastructure and bombing attempts.

India's Brahmos missiles were able to bomb the
Sargodha airport near Rawalpindi by confusing its
radars with pilotless aircraft. It sent shockwaves in
the neighbouring Kirana hills that house Pakistan's
nukes and the Pakistan army headquarters in
Rawalpindi.The Indian satellites could see the
blind spots in the Chinese and American AD
systems, including radars, and Indian missiles
struck those positions with pinpoint accuracy. That
is when Pakistan got alarmed and contacted its
American friends and the Chinese 'iron brother'.

The Brahmos caused massive damage to a number
of other Pakistani airbases, too, including those at
Chaklala, Bholari and Jacobabad (near another
nuke site in Chagai Hills), destroying a Pakistani
AWACS parked at Bholari. Indian military
officials have shown satellite images of these
damages in public briefings.Pakistan, China and
American lobbies have made considerable efforts
to portray the success of the Pakistani bombing
efforts by alleging that Pakistan had hit five Indian
fighter aircraft, including three Rafales, one
Mirage and one Sukhoi, in its initial raids, but they
have not been able to present any corroborating
evidence.India dominated the air space and
maritime theatre, with aircraft carrier Vikrant and
other accompanying ships positioned at a
comfortable distance from the Karachi port.

After the ceasefire, PM Narendra Modi told Pakistan
that Operation Sindoor had only been paused. Any
further terror attack by Pakistan would be
considered an act of war by India and India would
retaliate at a time and place of its choosing. He
added that India would not accept Pakistan's
nuclear blackmail and the Indus Waters Treaty
would remain in abeyance till Pakistan ceased
cross-border terrorism against India.India can
draw multiple lessons from this operation. First,
that future wars will be more technology driven
and India must stay ahead of its adversaries in the
adoption of new technologies, training and
networking of different platforms. Second,
Pakistan's nukes are no barrier to a conventional
war. Three, India must send more satellites for full
scanning of the military infrastructure of its
adversaries and establish a robust GPS.China
plans to send 300 satellites by 2030 in low orbits
for high-resolution images. India must become
more atmanirbhar in every field by pursuing
research, innovation and new technologies.

The Indian Navy’s (IN) 2015 maritime

Indian Navy stood tall in Operation Sindoor

The Indian maritime services deployed a powerful task force within hours of the Pahalgam terror attack

OPERATION Sindoor has served as a compelling

demonstration of India’s growing military capabilities
in several key areas. The technical means to acquire
intelligence of targets deep inside the opponent’s
territory; to strike them with long-range missiles with
pinpoint accuracy — all the while maintaining a multi-
layered, impervious air defence of its own assets. This
capacity for waging “non-contact warfare”, using
guided weapons and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs)
without ground troops or air forces crossing borders,
marks a paradigm shift in warfare.In this context,
maritime power has, historically, specialised in
employing strategies that aim to achieve political
objectives through their presence and “non-contact”
force projection rather than by engaging in direct
combat. Decades ago, Admiral Sergey
Gorshkov (Commander-in-Chief, Soviet
Navy, 1956-85) had described the perennial
utility of naval power: “Demonstrative
actions by the fleet, in many cases, have
made it possible to achieve political ends
without resorting to armed action, merely
by application of pressure and threat of
military operations.”

strategy offers, in detail, various options for
potential force projection. These include
maritime strikes with carrier-borne aircraft
or long-range weapons like the ship-
launched BrahMos, or the ship/submarine-
launched Klub land-attack missiles. In
order to apply “strategic leverage,
including economic and psychological
pressure”, the strategy also envisages
disruption/denial of the adversary’s use of the sea for
military purposes and maritime trade.The IN, while
drawing up its contingency plans for Operation
Sindoor in coordination with sister services, would
have taken note of Pakistan’s maritime vulnerabilities
stemming from its geography, relatively limited naval
capabilities and economic dependence on key coastal
infrastructure.Pakistan’s 1,000-km-long coastline,
stretching mostly across the troubled province of
Balochistan, hosts just a handful of ports. Of these,
only Karachi, Port Qasim and Gwadar handle
merchant ship traffic, while Ormara is a naval base and
the rest are fishing harbours. Pakistan’s economy,
already strained, relies heavily on maritime trade,

mostly through Karachi and Port Qasim. Disruption of
shipping traffic to and from these ports, even
temporarily, can cause a significant impact on
Pakistan’s economy, industry and military operations,
apart from affecting public wellbeing and morale.

As far as naval strength goes, the IN is a diverse and

substantial force organised into two fleets, each
fielding an aircraft carrier and a cohort of missile-
armed destroyers and frigates as well as fleet support
vessels. India’s submarine force of nuclear and diesel-
powered submarines is strategically deployed on both
seaboards. The Pakistan Navy (PN) is relatively
smaller and lacks many of these key assets.

While the IN aspires to play the role of a blue-water navy,

with power-projection capabilities across the Indian

Ocean and beyond, the PN’s focus is primarily on
coastal defence and maintaining credible maritime
deterrence against India through a strategy of “sea
denial”. Although the past few decades have seen both
navies growing in size and capabilities, the IN has
managed to retain its significant edge.In the 1971 war,
India’s maritime power had played a key role in the
outcome of the operations in both theatres of war. In the
west, it had undertaken two attacks with ship-launched
surface-to-surface missiles, inflicting attrition on the
PN and heavy damage to the Karachi port, bringing its
operations to a halt. In the eastern theatre, the IN’s
carrier-borne aircraft had ranged far and wide over
East Pakistan and inflicted heavy damage on ports,
shipping and riverine traffic. The trauma of this

A win for the environment

conflict has lingered in the Pakistani psyche, and PN
units did not venture forth during Operation Sindoor.

Today, a major advantage accrues to the IN from its

comprehensive capability for “maritime domain
awareness”. This is a dynamic framework that receives
inputs from satellites, aircraft, UAVs, ships and coastal
radars to compile a real-time operational picture of all
activities at sea in the region. The availability of
“situational awareness” on a 24x7 basis in all three
dimensions enables the IN to keep track of the
adversary’s moves and respond with alacrity to any
suspicious activity. The PN lacks a similar facility.

“Naval compellence” has, historically, been a useful

instrument of state policy to influence the behaviour of
others and force an adversary to do something he does
not want to do, or to stop him from doing
something that he intends to do. This is
achieved by the deployment of coercive
sea-based forces, which may or may not
involve actual violence.During media
briefings by the three armed forces, the
Director General of Naval Operations
announced that within hours of the
Pahalgam terror attack, the IN had
deployed a powerful task force
composed of destroyers, frigates and
submarines, led by the aircraft carrier,
INS Vikrant, in the Arabian Sea, south of
Karachi. Posing a serious challenge in
numbers and capability to the Pakistani
fleet, this force established a de facto
blockade, confining PN units to their
harbours. Units of the task force are
understood to have conducted live missile firing drills
to revalidate crew readiness and ensure operational
preparedness of units.

From its location in international waters, where it could

have remained poised for prolonged periods, the IN
carrier group acted as a force for “compellence”.
Through rapid deployment and strategic positioning of
overwhelming maritime power, India confined
Pakistan’s navy to harbour, disrupted its maritime
operations and reinforced its dominance in the Arabian
Sea.The IN task force had ample firepower to target
ships, harbours and shore facilities with missiles
having a range up to 300-450 km at sea. But the Navy,
true to its sobriquet of the “Silent Service”, has not said
so.

SC verdict overruling post-facto environmental clearances underlines that sustainable development is not a zero-sum game

Environment clearances are guardrails that ensure

developmental projects do not injure ecosystems,
wildlife and natural resources and harm people’s
health. One of the defining elements of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Rules of
2006, these screenings were meant to enable
policymakers to strike the right balance between the
imperatives of development and sustainability. The
precautionary principle behind this provision has,
however, been substantially undermined in the past
eight years. In 2017, the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change issued a notification that
allowed developers to obtain an environmental
clearance after beginning work on a project. The
notification provided a one-time window to defaulters
to comply with due procedure. However, in the
process, it inaugurated a regime of post-facto
clearances, which was consolidated in 2021 when the
Centre issued an Office Memorandum (OM) to

“identify” and “handle” violation cases. Now, the
Supreme Court has called out the government for
“going out of its way... to protect those who harm the
environment”. On May 16, a two-judge-bench struck
down the 2017 notification and the 2021 OM.

The verdict is not the first time that the SC has
admonished the Centre for diluting the EIA. In
Common Cause vs Union of India (2017), a two-

judge-bench ruled that the government had
committed “serious lapses” in allowing large-
scale mining to be “carried on without forest and
environmental clearances”. Such “violations of
laws and policy need to be prevented,” it
underlined. Three years later, in Alembic
Pharmaceuticals vs Rohit Prajapati, the Court
held that post-facto clearances go against the
“fundamental principles of environmental
jurisprudence”, and that they were an “anathema
to the EIA notification”. Then, in January last
year, the SC stayed the 2021 OM. However, as an
analysis by this newspaper in February revealed, the
regulatory laxity precipitated by the 2017 notification
allowed more than 50 defaulting projects to go
unpunished — coal, iron and bauxite mines, steel and
iron factories, cement plants and limestone quarries
were approved without proper scrutiny of their
impacts on people’s health and ecology.

O Why the world ignored role of Turkiye in Indo-Pak conflict (.

Op Sindoor has shown that global powers, even while backing India diplomatically, may turn a blind eye to the Pak-Turkiye partnership

THE four-day intense standoff between India and Pakistan
during Operation Sindoor was marked by violations and
aerial assaults along the International Border, redefining
red lines and pushing the two countries to the brink of
war. Amid the fog of mounting tensions, an unexpected
actor emerged to strengthen the Pakistani hand —
Turkiye. Pakistan and Turkiye have long had close
relations, with Ankara regularly supporting Islamabad
on Kashmir. But this time, the proximity was far more
specific, and, more importantly, hostile to India.

With drone warfare becoming a defining feature of the
conflict, Ankara's fingerprint on Islamabad's Operation
Bunyan Ul Marsoos became harder to ignore. Indian
military briefings confirmed that Pakistan had launched
nearly 400-500 drones into the Indian airspace. As many
as 350 of them were reportedly of Turkish origins. They
reportedly include Bayraktar TB2, a medium-altitude
long-endurance tactical UAV, Byker YIHA IIT kamikaze
drones, and Asisguard Songar-armed drones.

What makes the Turkish role more concerning is the
inclusion of the Songar-armed drones in Pakistan's aerial
toolkit. Unlike the Bayraktar TB2 or YIHA kamikaze
drones, which were recorded in Pakistan's arsenal in
2022 and 2023, respectively, there is no public record of
the Songar being transferred to Pakistan. Songar is
Turkiye's first indigenously made armed drone system
and it has been with the country's military since 2020.
Media reports of 2022 suggest the drones were sold to
three unnamed countries in the Asia-Pacific and Africa
regions.However, publicly available data about
Pakistan's UAV inventory does not specifically mention
the Songar, suggesting that this sale was likely fast-
tracked in the brief window between the April 22
Pahalgam attacks and the May 7 Operation Sindoor
launch.During this period, several interactions between
Turkiye and Pakistan were recorded. Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif was in Turkiye on the day of the
terrorist attack in Pahalgam. On April 27, as tensions
began escalating along the Indo-Pak border, a Turkish C-
130 Hercules jet reportedly landed in Karachi. While

Turkiye has dismissed it as a routine refuelling stop and
categorically denied the use of the plane for sending
arms, the timing and parallel Turkish support for
Pakistan through this conflict have raised significant
doubts. This was followed by the visit of a high-level
delegation led by Turkish intelligence chief to the
Pakistan air force headquarters on April 30. Finally, the
TCG BUYUKADA, a Turkish naval warship, arrived at
the Karachi port on May 5 and remained docked till May
7.These developments suggest that the Turkish support
went beyond the symbolic messaging of solidarity from
the leadership and was a deliberate effort to bolster
Pakistan's military capability and deterrence against
India.However, a report by India Today published after
the ceasefire has added a concerning layer to the Turkish

involvement. The report, quoting unidentified sources,
suggests that two Turkish military operators, who helped
Pakistan coordinate drone attacks on India after May 7,
were reportedly killed during Operation Sindoor.

While neither Turkiye nor Pakistan have confirmed this,
the embedding of Turkish military advisers in a combat
operation reveals an alarming edge of their military
partnership and compels New Delhi to review Ankara's
role in the recent standoff and recalibrate its approach.

Turkiye's ability to bolster Pakistan's military posture
without direct accountability reflects a broader
involvement in their global engagements. Both countries
have managed to straddle competing power blocs for
their own interests. Nowhere is this more visible than in
the two countries’simultaneous engagements with the

US, China and Russia.Islamabad and Ankara have
long leveraged their geographical positioning in
South Asia and West Asia to become indispensable
assets in varying engagements of these superpower
rivals.

Pakistan became a key player for the US in 2001 with its
operations in Afghanistan. Since then, the US has
provided Pakistan with military equipment, including
tanks, surveillance radars, fighter jets, missiles and
drones. When the US halted defence sales to Pakistan,
China emerged to fill the vacuum. As Islamabad's all-
weather ally, Beijing has expanded Pakistan's arsenal
with a steady supply of weapons, many of which were
used in the recent standoff against India.

Turkiye, a NATO member, is a major American partner
in the region, housing strategic American military
bases and receiving key military equipment,
including fighter jets, tanks, ships and other
hardware. At the same time, Turkiye has managed to
diversify its military partnerships by getting its hands
on the Russian S-400, a sophisticated surface-to-air
missile system. Finally, Turkiye is also a member of
the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative and a part of the
"Silk Road Economic Belt" route that travels through
Central Asia, Iran and Europe.

Due to these parallel engagements, many argue that the
US-Turkiye partnership had hit an all-time low, but with
Donald Trump back at the White House, this partnership
has received a new impetus.Despite Turkiye's overt role
in the Indo-Pak standoff, Washington has reaffirmed its
defence ties with Ankara by announcing a $350-million
missile sale just days after the ceasefire between India
and Pakistan. This should definitely be a cause of
concern for New Delhi, especially in light of the growing
military cooperation between Turkiye and
Pakistan.Operation Sindoor has not only bared the depth
of the Turkiye-Pakistan military partnership but also
shown that global powers, even while backing India
diplomatically, may turn a blind eye to this partnership to
suit their own strategic calculi.




THE PHETON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Thursday, 22 May 2025

Sensex jumps 700 poin'}s
despite global headwinds.
Whu’r s driving the rally?

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices rallied
sharply on Tuesday morning, defying weak global
cues and a massive bout of foreign selling. The BSE
Sensex jumped 687.83 points to 81.874.27 by 10:18
am, while the NSE Nifty50 surged 214.15 points to
24.898.05.

The broad-based rebound came after Monday’s steep
fall and was driven by value hunting in mid- and
smallcap stocks, even as global investors remained
wary due to rising bond yields and a US credit rating
downgrade.Yet, domestic investors appear to be
shrugging off the noise, with analysts pointing to
increased value hunting and contrarian bets as key
drivers of the rally.

“The recent market correction, particularly in mid- and
smallcaps, has brought the index to a critical
trendline support level. We're seeing signs of a
hidden bullish divergence forming, which could
spark a near-term reversal,” said Aditya Gaggar,
Director at Progressive Shares. He noted key levels
for the Nifty at 24,900 on the upside and 24,535 on
the downside, with Bank Nifty resistance at 55,700
and support at 54,550.The bounce also comes after a
phase fprofit booking that analysts say was overdue.
Technical indicators had been stretched, and the
correction helped normalise conditions, creating a
setup for selective buying.Despite Monday’s
massive FII outflow of over Rs 10,000 crore—a
sharp reversal from their May buying
spree—analysts say the domestic outlook remains
constructive."Yes, the FII sell figure was a jolt, but
the fundamentals haven't deteriorated,” said Dr. VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at Geoyjit.
“We're still seeing the effects of strong Q4 earnings,
moderating inflation, and the possibility of another
RBI rate cut, all of which are supportive for equities
in the medium term.”

Accenture promotions:
15,000 India staff finally get
nod, says report

New Delhi.Accenture will promote nearly 50,000
employees worldwide in June this year, according to
a report by Bloomberg News. This decision comes
after the company delayed its usual round of
promotions by six months due to a slowdown in
demand for consulting services.

The global consulting and technology firm, which is
headquartered in Dublin, had initially planned to roll
out promotions in December 2024. But the move
was pushed to June 2025 as the company faced
weaker demand and uncertain business conditions.

INDIATO SEE HIGHEST NUMBER

Out of the 50,000 promotions, about 15,000 will take
place in India. This makes India the country with the
highest number of staff being promoted this time.
According to the internal memo seen by Bloomberg,
the company will also promote 11,000 employees
across the Europe, Middle East and Africa region,
and another 10.000 across the Americas. Accenture
currently employs about 801,000 people around the
world, as per its latest earnings report. That means
about 6% of the company's global workforce will be
promoted this June.

SHIFT IN PROMOTION TIMING

The company’s decision to delay promotions was part
of a broader plan to manage costs during a time of
falling demand. Like other large consulting firms
such as McKinsey and Ernst & Young, Accenture
hired heavily during the pandemic when demand for
digital services was high. However, in recent times,
business has slowed, forcing the company to take
cost-cutting steps.In 2023, Accenture reduced its
workforce by around 19,000 employees to adjust to
lower client spending. Other firms have also made
similar decisions. Bloomberg earlier reported that
Deloitte is also planning job cuts in its government
consulting team.

Gensol's hooks under review:
NFRA launches preliminary probe

New Delhi. The National Financial Reporting
Authority (NFRA) has started a preliminary inquiry
into the financial records of Gensol Engineering
after fraud allegations surfaced. This was confirmed
by NFRA chief Ravneet Kaur during an event on
Tuesday.Ravneet Kaur, who also heads India’s
competition regulator, said that the inquiry was
launched following a reference made by the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi). This
step marks a widening of the ongoing investigation
into the company, which began last month with
Sebi’s report.In April, Sebi took action against
Gensol Engineering and its promoters, brothers
Anmol Jaggi and Puneet Jaggi. The market regulator
barred the two from accessing the stock markets and
called for a forensic audit into the affairs of the
company. Sebi’s interim report suggested misuse of
funds and poor corporate governance.According to
the report, Gensol had borrowed Rs 977.75 crore
from lenders. Out of this, Rs 663.89 crore was meant
for buying 6,400 electric vehicles (EVs) that were to
be leased to BluSmart, a related company. However,
Gensol admitted in its response to Sebi in February
thatonly 4,704 EVs had been purchased. This raised
questions about where the rest of the loan amount
had gone.

ROLE OFAUDIT BODIES

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAT) is also looking into the matter. Last month,
ICAI President Charanjot Singh Nanda said the
institute would examine Gensol’s financial
statements and statutory audit reports for the
financial year 2023-24. The ICAI will also review
the financial records of BluSmart.If ICAI’s
Financial Reporting Review Board finds that the
financial statements are not “true and fair”, the case
could be forwarded to the ICAI’s disciplinary
committee. This could lead to action against the
company’s auditors.Since the release of Sebi’s
interim report on April 15, Gensol’s shares have
fallen by more than 40% in the last month. On
Tuesday, the shares closed at Rs 70.99 apicce on the
BSE.

CHENNALI

Crisil projects 7-9% growth for India’s

auto component mdusiry in Fy25

India’s automotive
component sector is expected to register
7-9 percent revenue growth this ﬁscal.
mirroring last year’s performance, driven
by sustained demand from two key
segments — two-wheelers (2Ws) and
passenger vehicles (Pvs), particularly
utility vehicles, which together account
for nearly half of the industry’s total
revenue, according to rating agency
Crisil Ratings.The aftermarket segment
— sales of auto components as spares or
replacements — which contributes at
least 15 percent of the industry’s total
revenue, is also expected to grow steadily
at 5-7 percent, according to a recent
report by the rating firm.

The report further notes that moderate

growth in commercial vehicle and tractor
sales — which collectively contribute
around 17 percent of industry revenue —
will provide an additional boost to overall
growth.However, weak demand for new
vehicles in the US and Europe, which
together represent about 60 percent of

India’s auto component exports, could
actas adampener, the report cautions,

Operating margins in the sector are &

projected to remain stable at 12-12.5
percent this fiscal, supported by the
increasing share of high-margin
components such as automated driver

assistance systems (ADAS) modules,

infotainment systems, and advanced

braking systems. A decline in input :

costs — particularly of steel (45-50%
share in input costs), aluminium
(15-20%), and plastics (10-12%) —
used for structural rigidity, weight
reduction, and interiors, will further
support profitability. However, the
imposition of new tariffs could erode
margins for companies heavily reliant on
US exports, Crisil warns.Continued high
capital expenditure will be funded
primarily through internal accruals.
Alongside tight control over working
capital, this will limit dependence on
external borrowing, keeping credit
profiles stable.

An analysis by Crisil Ratings, covering

automotive component makers that
accounted for nearly 35 percent of the
sector’s total revenue of approximately
27.9 lakh crore last fiscal, supports this
outlook. However, demand trends are
expected to vary across the three key
scgments served by component
manufacturers — original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs), the aftermarket,

“Demand from automotive OEMs, which
contribute two-thirds of total revenue, is
expected to grow 8-9 percent this fiscal,
with value growth outpacing volume
growth due to rising safety. emission,
and electronic content, especially in
PVsand 2Ws,” said Poonam Upadhyay,
Director, Crisil Ratings.“The
aftermarket segment will post steady
6-7 percent growth, supported by an
ageing vehicle base. Export growth,
however, is expected to moderate to 7-8
percent amid weak demand for internal
combustion engine vehicles and a
slowdown in electric vehicle (EV)

adoption across the US and Europe,” she
added.While the US contributes only
about 5% to total industry revenue, it
commands a significant 28 percent share
of export carnings and is currently the
fastest-growing export market for auto
components. The proposed 25% tariff by
the US could significantly impact
companies with high exposure to that
market.

and exports.

Banks take 67 % haircut in 1,194
insolvency cases yielding resolution

New Delhi. Lenders have recovered Rs
3.89 lakh crore against admitted
claims of Rs 12 lakh crore through
resolution plans under the Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process
(CIRP) till March 2025, resulting in a
recovery rate of 33%. This means on
average bankers have taken a haircut
of 67% from CIRPs which yielded in
resolution. However, the recovery is

163% of the total liquidation value (Rs ==

2.30 lakh crore) of the companies
which got resolved through insolvency
resolution process.

The total number of insolvency cases
yielding resolution plans rose to 1,194
by March 2025, up from 947 in
FY2023-24. At the end of FY24, the
total recovery was to the tune of Rs
3.36 lakh crore.Of the 1,194 cases,
lenders in 172 cases had admitted
claims exceeding Rs 1,000 crore.

While these large corporate debtors
owed creditors Rs 10.24 lakh crore. the
fair value of their assets at the time of
entering CIRP was only Rs 1.95 lakh
crore. Creditors in these cases realised
33.89% of their admitted claims, but
177.61% of the liquidation

value.While a 67% haircut raises
serious question over the efficacy of
the IBC, the insolvency regulator —

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of
India (IBBI) — has says that the
recovery amount does not account for
potential future recoveries such as
proceeds from personal and corporate
guarantees, equity value, or
avoidance transaction recoveries.

; It further says that significant portion of

resolved case (40%) were previously
defunct or with the erstwhile Board
for Industrial and Financial
Reconstruction (BIFR). In these
cases, claimants realised just 19.03%
of their admitted claims, though they
achieved 151.92% of the liquidation
value.On the liquidation front, 2,758
cases ended in liquidation as of March
2025. Of the total cases, 214 involved
admitted claims exceeding Rs 1,000
crore, but had asset values of merely Rs
0.46 lakh crore. according to IBBI
newsletter.

Leela Hotels IPO details: Check price band,
GMP, subscription and listing date

New Delhi. The PO action on Dalal
Street seems to have picked up pace as
2 IPOs are open for bidding this week
and 3 will open next week. One of the
three IPOs opening next week for
subscription is Leela Hotels, aiming to
raise Rs 3,500 crore through a book-
built issue.

This comes at a time when Dalal Street
has been performing well,
with Sensex and Nifty
having seen gains in the last
month.Leela Hotels plans to
raisec Rs 2,500 crore by
issuing 5.75 crore fresh
shares. In addition to this,
2.30 crore shares will be sold
by existing shareholders,
bringing in Rs 1,000 crore
through the offer for sale
route.

Leela Hotels [PO will open for
bidding on May 26, 2025
and will close on May 28, 2025. Price
band for the IPO has been set between
Rs413 and Rs 435 pershare.

The minimum lot size for retail investors
is 34 shares. This means that the

minimum mvestment at the lower end
of the price band would be Rs 14,042,
If an investor bids at the higher end or
the cut-off price of Rs 435, the
minimum investment would come to
around Rs 14,790.

Small non-institutional investors are
required to apply for at least 14 lots or
476 shares, which works out to Rs

2,07,060. For large non-institutional
investors, the minimum application

size is 68 lots or 2312 shares,
amounting to Rs 10,05,720.
Several investment banks are working as

v )

the book-running lead managers for
this IPO. These include JM Financial,
BofA Securities India, Morgan Stanley
India, J.P. Morgan India, Kotak
Mahindra Capital, Axis Capital,
Citigroup Global Markets India, IIFL
Securities, Motilal Oswal Investment
Advisors, and SBI Capital Markets.
Kfin Technologies is the registrar for
~ the public issue.After the 1PO,
. the market capitalisation of
Leela Hotels is expected to be
Rs10,155.36 crore.

__;__;_, The latest grey market premium

for the Leela Hotels IPO was Rs
15 per share, as of 21 May 2025
at 1:28 PM. Based on the
highest end of the price band,
which is Rs 435, the estimated
listing price is Rs 450 per share.
This reflects an expected gain
of around 3.45% if the stock
lists at that level.Allotment is
likely to be finalised on May 29, 2025,
The shares of Leela Hotels are
expected to be listed on the BSE and
NSE on June 2, 2025, which is the
tentative listing date.

sama

.

.
=

India well-positioned to negate
impacts of US tariff: Moody’s

NEW DELHI. India is well positioned to deal
with the negative effects of US tariffs and global
trade disruptions due to its large domestic
economy and low dependence on exports,
Rating agency Moody’s has said in a recent
report. It says that government initiatives to boost
private consumption, expand manufacturing
capacity and increase infrastructure spending
will help offset the weakening outlook for global
demand. [t says that India's limited reliance on
the trade of goods and its robust service sector
arc mitigants to US tariffs”“India-made goods
may even benefit from increased US demand if
trade talks lead to lower tariffs on India
compared to other emerging markets,” it says in
its report released on Wednesday.

According to it, homegrown demand shiclds
nonfinancial companies against tariffs. Further,
infrastructure development and favorable
demographics would underpin the businesses of
India's nonfinancial companies.

“Significant government investments will boost
sectors such as construction, mining and
manufacturing, while urbanization and a young
population will fuel demand for housing and
consumer goods. However, sectors with exports,
like automotives, are exposed to global trade
challenges, despite diversified operations,” it
says.It highlighted the fact that India's sound
banking market and stable credit conditions
underscore its economic strength despite global
volatility. However, it feels a deterioration in
global economic and credit conditions can have
knock-on effects.

“Easing inflation offers the potential for interest
rate cuts to further support the economy, even as
the banking sector's liquidity facilitates
lending,” says Moody’s.

It further says that India’s banking sector is poised
to weather potential turbulence. Healthy
profitability and strong capitalization drive the
credit strength of Indian banks, it says, adding
that domestic conditions remain favorable
because of government capital spending, tax cuts
and monetary easing.

On the Pakistan-India tensions, it says the recent
flare-up between the two nations would weigh
on Pakistan's growth more than on India's.

'‘Biggest scam': Bengaluru CEO on
India's silent middle-class salary crisis

In a LinkedIn post,
PeepalCo Group CEQ
Ashish Singhal called
India's middle-class
salary stagnation amid

soaring costs "the biggest

wrote on LinkedIn,
arguing that the illusion of
financial stability is being
held together by EMIs,
credit cards, and
compromised dreams.
Singhal’s frustration is
rooted in hard numbers,
Over the past decade,
Indians earning between
Rs 5 lakh and Rs 1 crore
annually—a group

scam no one talks
about".

typically defined as
middle-income—have
seen their incomes grow
at a meagre 0.4% CAGR.

crisis of cash flow, but a crisis of
recognition. Middle-class
Indians form the backbone of
consumption, savings, and tax
revenue, yet their concerns
rarely make policy headlines.
According to estimates, India’s
middle class made up 31% of the
population in 2021 and is
projected to grow to 38% by
2031 and nearly 60% by 2047.
But despite this demographic
momentum, there’s little
evidence of corresponding gains
in economic security or upward
mobility.Instead, real wage
growth has stagnated, EMIs are

New Delhi. [s India’s middle class living a
lie? That’s the question Bengaluru-based
entrepreneur Ashish Singhal is putting on

In contrast, food prices

alone have surged nearly 80% over the
same period, while inflation has chipped
away atreal purchasing power.

the table and it has sparked a wave of And yet, the facade holds. Middle-class

online introspection.In a LinkedIn post,
the Group CEO of fintech firm PeepalCo
called out what he termed “the biggest
scam no one talks about”: stagnant
middle-class salaries in a time of soaring
costs and growing inequality.“This isn’t a
collapse. It’s a well-dressed decline.” he

households are still flying once a year,
buying the latest smartphones, and
making EMI payments. But behind this
aspirational image is a growing economic
squeeze: skipped savings, postponed
doctor visits, and the constant mental
math of affordability.*The poor are being

supported. The rich are scaling. The
middle class is just expected to absorb the

shock—in silence,” Singhal noted.His
post comes at a time when India’s middle
class, already under chronic financial
stress, is staring down fresh threats. Al is
beginning to disrupt white-collar jobs,
and political focus continues to remain
tilted toward welfare schemes or big-
ticket growth metrics, leaving a key
economic engine under-
addressed.Singhal said this isn’t just a

ballooning, and lifestyle inflation is
pushing many families into debt-funded
consumption. Credit card usage is up.
healthcare costs are rising, and urban
affordability is eroding—quietly,
steadily. The question Singhal is raising
cuts deeper than just earnings data. It’s
about the silent erosion of economic
dignity in a group that’s long been
celebrated for its resilience, and
increasingly ignored.
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Interim bail for Ashoka professor over Op

Sindoor post after court S publluty rap

Ali Khan
Mahmudabad

New Delhi.The Supreme Court on Wednesday
granted interim bail to Ashoka University
Professor Ali Khan Mahmudabad over his
controversial post on Operation Sindoor but
refused to stay the investigation into the case.

of |

Ashoka

University was

arrested last

week after his

While granting the interim relief, a bench of

Justice Surya Kant and Justice NK Singh |

blasted the professor for the timing of his —
remarks, La]lm;, it "dog whistling" and an !

attempt to get "cheap publicity".
"We direct the petitioner be released on interim
bail... Having regard to the contents of two

social media post

alleged offending online posts, we are satisfied
that no case for staying the investigation is

on Operation
Sindoor was

perceived as
critical of the

armed forces.

made out." the court said.

COURT DIRECTS SITFORMATION

The court also directed the Haryana top cop to
constitute within 24 hours a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) comprising senior
IPS officers for a further probe. However, the

|

comprising three IPS officers who do not
belong to Haryana or Delhi," the bench further
said.

court said the officers should not be from IMPOSESRESTRICTIONS
Haryana or Delhi and one should be a The court also imposed certain conditions on

woman."To understand the complexity and for
proper appreciation of the language used in the

Mahmudabad, barring the professor from
posting or making any speech on the case.

to the Pahalgam terror attack and the
subsequent hostilities between India and
Pakistan. The court also ordered the professor
to surrender his passport.Mahmudabad was
arrested on May 18 and was sent to 14-day
judicial custody by a Haryana court on Tuesday.

" His post was perceived as critical of the military

and disrespectful to the women officers,
Colonel Sofia Qureshi and Wing Commander
Vyomika Singh, who led the media briefings on
Operation Sindoor.

* | 'RIGHT TO FREE SPEECH FINE, WHERE
-‘ ISTHEDUTY?'
D

uring the hearing, the Supreme Court, however,
didn't mince any words while pulling up the
professor, saying his remarks amount to "dog-
whistling" and he should have used "neutral and
respectful” language."The entire projection is
that he is anti-war, saying families of Army
people, civilians in border areas suffer. But
some words have double meanings also," the
court said. The court said while everyone had
freedom of speech, such occasions (during
India-Pakistan tensions) should not be used to

Centre can reclaim land
declared waqf under wagf-hy-
user principle, court told

New Delhi. The Centre on Wednesday told the Supreme
Court that it was legally empowered to reclaim
properties that are declared waqf under the
contentious 'waqf-by-user' principle. Presenting his
arguments a day after the Muslim side made their
submissions, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta asserted
that nobody could claim right over government land.

"Nobody has the right over government land... There is

=

a Supreme Court judgment which says the
government can save the property if it belongs to the
government and has been declared as waqf," Mehta
said.

The 'waqf-by-user' provision, which has been done
away with in the new law, allows a property to be
treated as waqf'based on its long-term use for religious
and charitable purposes, even without formal
documentation.

Mehta's assertion came as the Supreme Court was
hearing petitions challenging the Waqf law, which
expands government oversight in regulating wagqf
properties.

Court orders appointment of
domestic violence Protection
officers within 6 weeks

NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court on Tuesday
mandated all states and Union Territories to appoint
designated Protection Officers within six weeks in
order to improve the enforcement of the Protection of
Women against Domestic Violence (DV) Act.

The bench, comprising Justice BV Nagarathna and
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma, took note of the lack
of appointed Protection Officers in many regions and
issued clear instructions for states and UTs to
designate “one officer of the Women and Child
Development Department or the Social Welfare
Department at every District and Taluka level” under
the Act.

The Protection Officers are the first point of contact for
women subjected to physical, mental, sexual, or
financial violence within the family. These officers are
responsible for ensuring appropriate action, initiating
legal proceedings, and monitoring the safety and
welfare of the affected women.

Despite the DV Act being in force for two decades, its
implementation remains uneven across the country.

The issue stems from several states assigning the
responsibilities under the DV Act to officials already
handling the Integrated Child Development Scheme
(ICDS), which includes child welfare and protection
duties. Senior advocate Shobha Gupta, representing
the NGO "We the Women," argued that these officers
are overburdened and unable to manage the workload,
leaving vulnerable women and children unsupported.

“Designating ICDS or Anganwadi workers as PO will
not be enough,” Gupta submitted.

While various state governments cited logistical
challenges such as recruitment, training, and funding
as obstacles to appointing dedicated officers, Justice
Nagarathna noted, “Maybe it’s an ideal long-term
situation that a cadre may be created, but we cannot
say someone else cannot come and help in the
meantime.”

The Court also directed the Central Government and the

post, we direct DGP Haryana to constitute a SIT  He also cannot make any remarks in connection

garner publicity.

India's Banu Mushtaq wins International

New Delhi. Indian author Banu
Mushtaq and translator Deepa
Bhasthi won the International
Booker Prize for fiction Tuesday for
“Heart Lamp,” a collection of 12
short stories written over a period of
more than 30 years and which
chronicle the everyday lives and
struggles of women in southern
India.The award was announced by
bestselling Booker Prize-longlisted
author Max Porter in his role as chair
of the five-member voting panel, ata
ceremony at London’s Tate Modern.

It is the first time the award has been
given to a collection of short stories.
Bhasthi is the first Indian translator —
and ninth female translator — to win
the prize since it took on its current
form in 2016. Mushtaq is the sixth
female author to be awarded the prize
since then.

Written in Kannada, which is spoken by
around 65 million people, primarily in
southern India, Porter praised the

“radical” nature of the translation,
adding that “It’s been a joy™ to listen to
the evolving appreciation of the
stories by members of the jury.

“These beautiful, busy, life-affirming

stories rise from Kannada,
interspersed with the extraordinary
socio-political richness of other
languages and dialects," said Porter,
"It speaks of women’s lives,
reproductive rights, faith, caste, power
and oppression.”

Booker Prlze for 'Heart Lamp'

The book, which beat five other
finalists, comprises stories written
from 1990 to 2023. They were
selected and curated by Bhasthi, who
was keen to preserve the multilingual
nature of southern India in her
translation.

Mushtaq. who is a lawyer and activist
as well as writer, told a short-list
reading event on Sunday that the
stories “are about women — how
religion, society and politics demand
unquestioning obedience from them,
and in doing so, inflict inhumane
cruelty upon them, turning them into
mere subordinates.”

The 50,000-pound ($66,000) prize
money is to be divided equally
between author and translator. Each is
presented with a trophy too.The
International Booker Prize is awarded
every year. It is run alongside the
Booker Prize for English-language
fiction, which will be handed out in the
fall.

India's Operation Sindoor outreach
starts, 2 delegations head to Japan, UAE

New Delhi. As India's Operation
Sindoor global outreach starts today,
two delegations led by Sanjay Jha
and Shrikant Shinde are scheduled to
leave today. Sanjay Jha's delegation
will depart for Japan at 11.40 AM,
while Shrikant Shinde's delegation
will leave for the UAE at 9
PM . Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
briefed the members, MPs and
former parliamentarians of three of
the seven all-party delegations. The
delegations will leave for foreign
capitals to convey India's strong
stand against Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism.

"While India is committed to peace, it
will not tolerate any terror attacks on its
soil and will hit back as part of its "new
normal", Misri told them, according to
SOUrces.

ID(U) leader Sanjay Jha, who is leading a
delegation to Japan, Singapore, South
Korea, Malaysia, and Indonesia, told
reporters after the briefing that their

[

message to global leaders would be that
"India has decided enough is enough."
He said Pakistan has repeatedly acted
like "a thief asked to probe his own
crime” whenever India trusted its
assurances on taking action against
terrorism.Shiv Sena MP Shrikant
Shinde, heading the delegation to the
UAE and several African nations, said
they would present evidence of
Pakistan’s involvement in terror
attacks not just in India but abroad,

highlighting its role in crimes against
humanity.

Congress leader and former Union
minister Salman Khurshid, who is part
of the delegation led by Jha, clarified
that the decision to halt military
actions was taken mutually by India
and Pakistan, with no third-party
mediation - countering US President
Donald Trump’s earlier claim.

Commenting on the briefing, Khurshid
said, "There was no interference by
anyone (in understanding between
India and Pakistan), there was no
mediation. But when such things
happen in the worlds different people
try to send a message. But whatever has
happened, has happened only between
the two nations. When the matter
escalated, it was between our two
nations. When it ended, it ended
between the two nations. [t was
initiated by the Pakistan DGMO, they
said that we should end this. We said
that it should be done if they are ready."

Population of Asiatic lions in
Gujarat see over 32% rise,
reveals 2025 census

New Delhi.The population of Asiatic lions in
Gujarat rose from 674 to 891 as per the 2025
census, Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel said.
The new figures mark a rise of 217 lions, or an
increase by over 32% in their numbers, over five
years following the last census conducted in

2020.The 16th Asiatic lion census was
conducted over four days from May 10 to 13,
covering 35,000 square kilometres across 11
districts of Gujarat, PTI reported.

The exercise was carried out in two phases. A

preliminary survey took place on May 10 and

11, followed by the final population count on

May 12 and 13.Around 3,000 volunteers,

including regional, zonal and sub-zonal

officers, enumerators, assistant enumerators
and inspectors, participated in the operation,
according to an official release.

The census covered 58 talukas across the districts
of Junagadh, Gir Somnath, Bhavnagar, Rajkot,
Morbi, Surendranagar, Devbhoomi Dwarka,
Jamnagar, Amreli, Porbandar and Botad.

Asiatic lions, a distinct sub-species, are found
only in Gujarat's Gir National Park and the
surrounding districts.

This edition of the five-yearly lion census, first

conducted in 1936, used closed-circuit

television (CCTV) surveillance for the first time
along with traditional direct sighting methods.

The Direct Beat Verification (DBV) method,

also known as the block count method and used

since 2000, was also employed.

Lawyers Unwilling To Work During

Vacations, Blame Judiciary: Chief
Justice

New Delhi. Chief Justice of India B R Gavai on
Wednesday said lawyers don't want to work
during vacation but the judiciary is blamed for
the backlog of cases.A bench comprising Chief
Justice B R Gavai and Justice Augustine George
Masih got miffed when a lawyer urged listing of
a petition after the summer vacation.

"The first five judges are sitting through the
vacation and continuing to work, yet we are
blamed for the backlog. In reality, it is the
lawyers who are unwilling to work during the
vacations," the CJ1 said.

Recently, the top court issued a notification on the
benches that will function during the upcoming
summer vacation, rechristened as "partial court
working days", from May 26 to July 13.

Significantly, there will be two to five vacation
benches sitting during the partial court working
days and even top five judges, including the CJI,
will be holding courts during this period.

According to earlier practice, there used to be only
two vacation benches during the summer
vacation, and senior judges were not supposed to
hold courts.The notification outlined the weekly
allocation of justices across benches.From May
26to June 1, the CJ1, Justices Suryakant, Vikram
Nath J K Maheshwari and B V Nagarathna will
be heading the five benches respectively. During
this period, the supreme court registry will
remain open from 10 am to 5 pm for all officers
and staff. The registry will be closed on all
Saturdays (except July 12), Sundays. and public
holidays.

Who is Banu Mushtaq, Kannada writer who

Kannada writer to win the |

drew her inspiration from the Dalit

mude history with In’rernuhonul Booker?

~.Banu Mushiuu scripted history by

hecoming the first Kannada writer

to win the coveted International
Booker Prize. With this

achievement, Mushtaq now joins an

elite list of Indians who have won

the coveted prize since its inception

in 1969 -- including V.S. Naipaul,
Salman Rushdie, Arundhati Roy,
Kiran Desai, Aravind Adiga, and
Geetanjali Shree.

prestigious prize. The anthology
-- a collection of 12 stories --
chronicles the everyday
struggles of Muslim women in
Karnataka, spanning three
decades from 1990 to 2023.

In her acceptance speech,

Mushtagq, hailing the stories of T

the women she poignantly
portrayed in her work, said,
"This is not just my victory, buta
chorus of voices often
unheard.”

Deepa Bhasthi, who translated the
collection into English, was also

awarded the International Booker Prize

alongside Mushtaq,

left |

wrote her first short story in middle
school. She took the writing world by
storm when her first story was published

National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) to
support the Act’s enforcement. The bench instructed
NALSA’s Member Secretary to coordinate with state
and UT legal services authorities to publicise the
availability of free legal aid and advice for vulnerable
women at the district and taluka levels.

writer, lawyer,

New Delhi. In a historic achievement for

Indian literature, 77-year-old Kannada
and activist Banu
Mushtaq has bagged the prestigious
International Booker Prize for her short
story collection, Heart Lamp.Mushtaq
scripted history by becoming the first

With this achievement, Mushtagq now
joins an elite list of Indians who have won
the coveted prize since its inception in
1969 -- including V.S. Naipaul, Salman
Rushdie, Arundhati Roy, Kiran Desali,
Aravind Adiga, and Geetanjali Shree.

WHO IS BANUMUSHTAQ?

Hailing from Karnataka's Hassan, Mushtaq

story collections, a novel,

at the age of 26 in a popular Kannada
magazine, Prajamata.
According to her profile on The Booker
Prize platform, she has authored six short

an essay
collection and a poetry collection.

In an interview with the Booker Prize
Foundation, Mushtaq revealed that she

movement, farmers’ movement,

language movement, women’s

struggles, environmental activism in
the seventies while growing up in

§ Karnataka.

"My direct engagement with the lives
of marginalised communities,
women, and the neglected, along
with their expressions, gave me the
strength to write. Overall, the social
conditions of Karnataka shaped
me," she was quoted as telling the
Booker Prize Foundation.

When questioned about her work,
Mushtaq told the Booker Prize
Foundation that she doesn't engage in
"extensive research” as she draws
inspiration from real-life interactions.
"...my heart itself is my field of study."
she said.

A champion of women's rights, Mushtaq
was inspired and moved by stories of
women who came up to her for help. She
has also raised her voice against religious
and caste oppression.
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Pakistanis came to India to
create problem: Ethiopian
envoy on Pahalgam attack

world. Ina rebuke of cross-border terrorism, Ethiopian
Ambassador to India, Fesseha Shawel Gebre,
condemned the April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam,
Jammu and Kashmir, attributing full responsibility to
Pakistan. The assault, which left 26 civilians dead,
was carried out by Pakistan-backed terrorists,
sparking outrage both within India and amongst its
international partners.

Speaking to ANI, Ambassador Gebre praised India’s
composed yet firm response, calling it “very
responsible™ and underscoring the shared values
between Ethiopia and India in the global fight against
terrorism. It is not Indians who went to Pakistan to
create a problem; it is the Pakistanis who came to
India to create a problem,” he said, directly calling
out Islamabad’s involvement.“The terrorists were
identifying people with religion. This is terrible This
is unacceptable,” Gebre stated, expressing concern
over the targeting of civilians based on their faith.

The Ambassador further revealed that an Indian
delegation is expected to visit Ethiopia by the end of
May to brief on the incident. “Like India, Ethiopia is
also fighting terrorism in East Africa,” he added,
expressing solidarity with India’s counterterrorism
efforts.

The April 22 terror attack, executed by Pakistan-
backed terrorists, prompted India to launch
'Operation Sindoor' on May 7, targeting nine terror
camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK).

[ . . 4 I
No permission needed: lran's
supreme leader Khamenei
slams US nuclear demands

world.Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei on Tuesday dismissed US criticism of
Tehran’s nuclear program, asserting that Iran does
not need permission to enrich uranium and calling
American statements “nonsense.”

“They say, “We won’t allow Iran to enrich uranium.’
That’s way out of line,” Khamenei declared during
a memorial for the late President Ebrahim Raisi,
who died in a helicopter crash last year. “No one in
Iran is waiting for their permission. The Islamic
Republic follows its own policies — and will stick
to them.”"For the Americans to say, “We won’t
allow Iran to enrich uranium,’ is utter nonsense. We
aren’t waiting for anyone’s permission. The
Islamic Republic has certain policies, and it will
pursue them," Khamenei wrote on X (formerly
Twitter).

Khamenei’s remarks come amid ongoing indirect
talks between Iran and the US, though he expressed
doubt about their outcome.“Yes, indirect
negotiations were held during Raisi’s time too, just
like now,” he said. “But they didn’t go anywhere —
and we don’t expect much from the current ones
either. Who knows what will happen?”

Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei told
the state-run IRNA news agency that “no definitive
decision has been made about the next round of
negotiations,” adding that “the Islamic Republic of
Iran is reviewing the matter while considering the
U.S. side’s contradictory and constantly changing
positions.”

Nottoway Plantation fire
unearths deep pain over
enslavement of Africans

world. A fire engulfed the historic Nottoway Plantation
in White Castle, Louisiana on May 15, 2025, leaving
behind only ashes and a storm of public reaction. The

mansion, built in 1859 by sugar planter John
Hampden Randolph with the forced labor of enslaved
Africans, was the largest remaining antebellum house
in the American South.

At over 53,000 square feet, it had long stood as both a
historic site and a lightning rod for controversy over
its romanticized portrayal of slavery-era wealth.

As flames consumed the towering white pillars and
grand verandas—once used to host weddings and
luxury events—video footage quickly spread across
social media and news platforms.

For some, the destruction was a loss of architectural
heritage. For many others, particularly Black
Americans, it represented long-overdue justice and a
symbolic end to alegacy of oppression,

Memes and celebratory posts flooded the internet. One
clip of the fire set to Usher's “Let It Burn” went viral,
while others added ASMR-style sound design to the
crackling wood. In a widely shared post, historian
Mia Crawford-Johnson shared a grinning selfie from
across the river, writing, “Went and watched
Nottoway Plantation burn to the ground!™

While fire officials confirmed the blaze was likely
caused by an electrical fault and found no signs of
arson, the emotional impact ignited intense debate.

Preservationists mourned the loss, citing the skill of the
enslaved craftspeople whose work had been erased in
the fire. But critics pointed to how the plantation had
for years downplayed its brutal origins, often omitting
or sugarcoating the experiences of those who were
enslaved there.

Dr Andrea Livesey, a historian who visited Nottoway in
2019, noted that the site’s museum offered just a
single placard on slavery, one that disturbingly
claimed enslaved people were “treated well for the
time.” As of this writing, the plantation’s official
website makes no mention of either its enslaved
history or the fire that destroyed it.
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US intel indicates possible Israeli attack
on Iranian nuclear facilities: Report

world. New US intelligence indicates that
Israel is preparing to strike Iranian
nuclear facilities, multiple American
officials familiar with the matter have
said, CNN reported. However, it was not
clear whether Israeli leaders had made a
final decision.Officials stated that they
are not certain that Israel has decided to
attack yet. Inside the US government,
there are different opinions about
whether Israel will actually go ahead with
a strike, the report claimed. The decision
may depend on how Isracl views the
ongoing talks between the US and Iran

about Iran’s nuclear program.

"The chance of an Israeli strike on an
[ranian nuclear facility has gone up
significantly in recent months. And the
prospect of a Trump-negotiated US-Iran
deal that doesn’t remove all of Iran’s
uranium makes the chance of a strike
more likely," one source familiar with the

intelligence said as quoted by CNN,

The US believes that Isracl may be

preparing for military action.
This involves weapon
mobilisation and wrapping up air
force exercises. But others stated
that these movements may be
mere pressure tactics from Israel
to make Iran abandon its nuclear
project.

AMID RISING TENSIONS,
WILL US-IRAN TALKS
WORK?

President Donald Trump has
threatened to take military action,
which the US is prepared to do, if
the talks on Iran's nuclear

that deadline was set.

e,

program are not successful. Trump has
set Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran's leader,
a 60-day deadline for progress in the
talks. It is more than 60 days now since

A high-level Western diplomat reported
Trump said the US would only allow a
few more weeks for the talks before
resorting to military action as reported by

defences and

No growth, just loans: Pakistan seeks $4.9 billion

Ty

from worl

world.Pakistan’s economy
grew by just 2.68% in the
fiscal year 2024-25, falling
short of its target of 3.6%,
according to a report by ARY
News. The report came after
a meeting of the National
Accounts Committee, led by
the Secretary of Planning.

According to ARY News, the
report was revealed during a
meeting of the National
Accounts Committee,
chaired by Pakistan's
Secretary of Planning. The meeting
revealed that the country's economic
output reached USD 411 billion, with
per capita income increasing to USD
1,824, Sector-wise performance
varied, with agriculture growing by
1.8 per cent during the first three
quarters, while the industrial sector
declined by 1.14 per cent.

Notably, the services sector posted a
strong growth of 39 per cent between
July and March, as per ARY News. In
parallel, Pakistan is preparing to raise
USD 4.9 billion in external
commercial financing for the next
fiscal year (FY2025- 26), according
to sources familiar with the matter. As

¥

part of its financing plan, the
government intends to secure USD
2.64 billion in short-term loans from
commercial banks at expected
interest rates of 7-8 per cent, without
strict conditions or performance
benchmarks, as per ARY News.

An additional USD 2.27 billion is also

expected to come through long-term
borrowing arrangements from
commercial banks. Efforts are
underway to tap four major
international banks. This includes a
proposal to obtain USD 1.1 billion
from the Industrial and Commercial
Bank of China (ICBC). along with
USD 500 million each from Standard

ing IMF deal

Chartered Bank and Dubai
Islamic Bank.

Meanwhile, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has set a
goal for Pakistan to increase its
foreign reserves to USD 13.9
billion by the end of June. The
State Bank of Pakistan currently
holds around USD 14 billion,
which is enough to cover three
months of imports.

This month, Pakistan's central
bank cut its key policy rate by
100 basis points to 11%, citing

an improved inflation outlook and

resuming a series of cuts from a

record high of 22%, following a brief

pause in March, to support growth.

The latest national accounts aggregates

for fiscal 2024/25 showed the size of
the economy at 114.7 trillion rupees
($410.96 billion) up from 105.1
trillion rupees ($ 371.66 billion), the
committee said.Pakistan's
manufacturing sector growth slowed
to a seven-month low in April, with
the HBL Pakistan Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI)
easing to 51.9 from 52.7 in March,
weighed by concerns over global
trade.

Trump deports dozens of Asian migrants
to South Sudan in violation of court order

world. The Trump administration has

violated a federal court order by
deporting at least a dozen migrants
to South Sudan without giving them
a chance to contest their removal,
according to attorneys and a US
District Judge.
The deportations, revealed in an
emergency court motion on
Tuesday, targeted Vietnamese and
Burmese nationals, some of whom
do not speak English fluently and
had little to no understanding of the
legal proceedings against them.

US District Judge Brian Murphy, who
previously barred the administration
from deporting migrants to third
countries without written notice and

a meaningful opportunity to object,
expressed serious concern in court.
“Based on what [ have been told, this
seems like it may be contempt,”
Murphy said, addressing a Justice
Department attorney during a tense
hearing in Boston.

The emergency motion details how

one Burmese client was quietly
removed to South Sudan despite
limited English proficiency and no
clear communication from
authorities. Another Vietnamese
migrant “appears to have suffered
the same fate,” according to the
filing. Attorneys believe at least 10
more migrants were deported in the
same manner.The deportations

occurred in violation of Murphy’s
earlier injunction, which was issued
to prevent swift and potentially
dangerous transfers of migrants to
countries other than their own,
particularly when those countries
pose risks of torture or persecution.

Attorneys are now demanding that the

court order the return of those
deported and take immediate steps
to block future violations.The
development underscores a renewed
confrontation between the federal
judiciary and Republican President
Donald Trump’s administration, as
it pushes forward with mass
deportations central to his hardline
immigration agenda.

CNN. However, the current official US

position is to prioritise diplomacy.
TEHRAN STRUGGLES AMID

SANCTIONSAND STRIKES
Iran is now weaker than ever.
missile factories were
bombed by Israel in October. Sanctions
and damage to the Iranian allies also
weakened the country. US officials report

that Israel regards this as an

opportunity toact.
¥ The US is stepping up intelligence

activities to aid Israel if it attacks.
A source familiar with the Trump
administration, however, said the
US likely won't assist Israel in
attacking Iran's nuclear facilities
unless Iran creates a significant
provocation, the report
added.Israel can't defeat Iran's
nuclear program alone. It
requires US assistance, including
midair refuelling for its aircraft
and high-yield bombs that can
penetrate deep underground.
For now, negotiations between the US and
Iran are at stuck. The US demands that
Iran suspend uranium enrichment, which
is applicable to the production of nuclear
weapons yet also applicable for civilian
use. Steve WitkofT, the US envoy leading
the talks, said, "We cannot allow even 1%
ofanenrichment capability” inany deal.

Joe Biden went a decade
without prostate cancer

screening, his office confirms

Its air

world.Former US President Joe Biden had not received a
test for prostate cancer, known as a PSA, formore thana
decade before he was diagnosed with an advanced form
of the disecase last week, a spokesperson said on
Tuesday.The latest comments from the former
Democratic president's camp come amid questions
from Republicans and some health professionals about
why his cancer was not caught before reaching an
advanced stage.

Biden, 82, has also faced broader questions about
whether he and his allies withheld critical information
from the American public about his ability to serve in
the White House. A new book, "Original Sin," details
widespread concerns about Biden's mental acuity
amongst aides as he pursued reelection last year.

"President Biden's last known PSA was in 2014." the
Biden spokesperson said on Tuesday. "Prior to Friday,
President Biden had never been diagnosed with
prostate cancer."A PSA test, or prostate-specific
antigen test, is a blood test that is used to screen for
prostate cancer.Some health professionals consulted by
Reuters expressed surprise at the diagnosis given that
most prostate cancers are detected at an earlier stage
and that presidents undergo thorough health
monitoring.

Still, others said it is not unusual to discontinue testing for
prostate cancer in older patients because the test is less
reliable in that age group. Prostate cancer has a much
higher survival rate than most other cancers.

In 2012, the US Preventive Services Task Force
recommended against PSA-based screening for
prostate cancer in men of all ages. The task force
reversed the recommendation in 2017, advising against
screening for men older than 70.Biden, who ultimately
abandoned his reelection bid and left office in January,
was in his early 70s at the time ofhis 2014 screening.

"It is very reasonable to discontinue PSA screening at age
72, regardless of health status, or significantly decrease
the frequency of screening," said Dr. Scott Eggener, a
urologic cancer specialist and professor of surgery at
the University of Chicago.Biden's office said he had
been diagnosed on Friday with "aggressive" prostate
cancer that had spread to his bones. Cancers that have
spread, or metastasised, are considered stage 4, the
most advanced.

OnlyFans in crosshairs: Sweden criminalises
purchase of custom sexual content

Sweden has banned the
purchase of custom-made
sexual content on platforms
like OnlyFans, criminalising

remote paid sex acts under its The law explicitly

remotely."This is a new form of sex
purchases, and it is high time that we
modernise the Sex Purchase Act," said

Social Democrat MP
Teresa Carvalho, who
backed the bill that
passed with a large
majority in parliament.

prostitution laws. Pre-made
content remains leqal: law
takes effect July 1.

criminalises paying for
a person to perform a
sexual act in real-time
on request, while still
allowing users to buy
or view pre-made
videos and material

world.In a step to update its prostitution
laws for the digital age, Sweden has
passed a new law criminalising the
purchase of custom-made sexual content
online, including that on platforms like
OnlyFans. The law, which comes into
effect on July 1, targets "on-demand" sex
acts for money — even if performed

legally. Italso prohibits
profiting from or
promoting such
performances, in line
with Sweden's broader
legal framework that

criminalises buying sex but not selling it.
"The idea is that anyone who buys sexual

contact," explained Justice Minister
Gunnar Strmmer to Svenska Dagbladet.

acts performed remotely should be Sweden already prohibits paying for sex,
penalised in the same way as those who
buy sexual acts involving physical

with violators facing up to one year in
prison. Swedish law penalises buyers
while protecting sex
workers. Pimping, for
example, carries a four-
year prison
sentence.According to the
New York Post, the move is
similar to the
SESTA/FOSTA law passed
in the United States under
the Trump administration,
which similarly cracked
down on digital facilitation
of sex work. "It mirrors
SESTA/FOSTA in its
impact on online sex
workers, limiting platforms
and income," said Yigit
Adin, activist at the
European Sex Workers'
Rights Alliance, speaking to
Netzpolitik.org.
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If I was MS Dhoni, [ would
say enough: Sanjay Bangar on
CSK legend's retirement

New Delhi.Sanjay Bangar feels it is time for
MS Dhoni to move on from the IPL after
CSK loss to RR in Delhi on Tuesday, May
20. Dhoni's retirement from the IPL has
been a topic of discussion over the past few
years with the CSK legend himself being
coy about the idea.Dhoni has always taken
the 8-month gap after the IPL to see if his
body is fit for another IPL season and said
that he hasn't decided anything when it
comes to the 2026 season. Speaking to
ESPNCricinfo, Bangar said that if he was in
Dhoni's shoes, he would call it a day after
playing enough cricket and looking after the
interests of the franchise.

The former India batting coach feels that there
will never be an ideal time to retire if Dhoni
is thinking that the transition for CSK will
happen in his presence. Bangar said that the
legendary wicketkeeper should make peace
with the fact that the franchise will develop
onitsownevenifheisn't there."I mean, it all
boils down to MS, but if | was MS, I would
say enough. I've played whatever I wanted
to play. I've looked after the interests of the
franchise as well, if there is any, if that was
the motivation, but you know, you move
on.""If you're thinking that the transition
will happen fast, there's never an ideal time
to pick. So you might as well have peace
with the fact that, OK, even if I leave now,
the franchise will develop on its own.
Maybe it will take a year longer, but I'm not
going to be here for the entire cycle. So that's
how I would look at MS' position if I was in
that position," said Bangar.

Dhoni's IPL 2025 campaign so far

In the 13 matches he has played in IPL 2025,
Dhoni has scored just 196 runs at a strike-
rate of 135.17. Often the legendary
wicketkeeper has come way down the order
and even at No.9 during a match as CSK
have struggled this season.

IPL 2025: Amidst heavy showers in Mumbai,
Jayawardene hopes new IPL rule will help M

Mumbai Indians head coach
Mahela Jayawardene
expressed hope that the
IPL's extended match
window will help avoid
rain disruptions as the
team gears up for a
crucial do-or-die clash
against Delhi Capitals.

—

New Delhi. Mumbai Indians head coach
Mahela Jayawardene has hoped that a key
rule change in the Indian Premier League
will help them in their crucial match against
Delhi Capitals. Mumbai are competing
against Delhi Capitals for the final playoffs
place this season. However, rain might play
spoilsport in Mumbai's incredible push for
the final. With India entering the monsoon
season, it is expected that several matches
will be affected by rain from now on. The
Indian Cricket Board, keeping this in mind,

has extended the match time by one more
hour. Jayawardene spoke about the same and
hoped that teams will be able to play out their
matches with the help of this
rule."Obviously the weather has been

Challengers Bengaluru, and Punjab Kings
being the other three. However, a loss will
mean MI will have to depend on the outcome
of the contest between DC and PBKS on
May 24.

threatening most of the games, and it's a "We were always in contention for playoffs

decision that they've collectively
taken. If it helps, it helps, but if
you have serious rain, | don't
know whether the extra hours are
going to help." Mahela
Jayawardene said in the pre-
match press conference in
Mumbai.

Mumbai Indians have once again
staged an incredible comeback
in the Indian Premier League.
After losing the first four of their
five matches, Mumbai went on a
belligerent run, courtesy of a
complete effort by the team.
Jayawardene was asked about
the team's ability to make comebacks and

make the playoffs.

The five-time IPL winners will need a win
against Delhi Capitals in Mumbai on
Wednesday to book the fourth and final spot
in the playoffs, with Gujarat Titans, Royal

after we had that run.
said that they were "always in contention" to  For us, it's good to start the tournament (again)

and play cricket, the guys have been waiting
for this, training has been pretty good and
just take one game at a time," Jayawardene
told the media.

“It's in our control, it's a great position to be

Manchester United vs Tottenham, UEFA
Europa League final: All you need to know

Amidst rain threat in Mumba,
Parth Jindal wants MI vs DC
clash moved out: Report

New

«Manchester United and
Tottenham Hotspur are all
set to square off in an
exciting UEFA Europa League

final in Bilbao on Wednesday, |

May 21. United and Spurs
will be aiming to end a

wretched 2024-25 campaign
with some silverware.

Delhi.Manchester United and

Tottenham Hotspur march into Bilbao with

New Delhi. Amidst the rain threat in Mumbai,
Delhi Capitals co-owner Parth Jindal has
requested the IPL to move the game out of
the city in order to maintain consistency. The
game is considered to be a virtual knockout
as MI and DC are vying for the final playoff
spot in IPL 2025. However, rain is all set to
play spoilsport on Wednesday May 21 after
heavy rains hit the city on Tuesday evening.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
has forecast more rain for the city and
surrounding regions over the next few days,
with a yellow alert being issued for the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR),
including Mumbai, Thane, and Kalyan-
Dombivli through the week. This has forced
Jindal to write to the IPL and make his
request.

In an email, that was accessed by
ESPNcricinfo, the DC co-owner pointed out
that the "virtual quarter final is also expected
to be washed out". Jindal's plea comes after
the RCB vs SRH game was moved out of
Bengaluru due to the incessant rain in the
city. Jindal said it would be 'consistent' to
move the MI vs DC game as well as there is a
strong possibility of it being washed out.

"The forecast in Mumbat is for heavy rains and
there is a strong likelihood that the game will
be washed out," Jindal wrote. "Just as the
game between RCB vs SRH has been moved
out of Bengaluru in the quest for consistency
and in the interest of the league it is my
request that tomorrow's game also be moved
to a different location as we have known for
the better part of 6 days that the forecast for
21stin Mumbai is for heavy showers."

What happens if the MI vs DC game is
washed out?

If the game on Wednesday is washed out, both
teams will share a point each, heading into
their final league games. This means that M1
will have 15 points while DC will have 14.
Both teams will face PBKS in their final
games.

If the game in Mumbai does go on and if MI
win, then they will qualify for the play-offs.
However, if DC win, neither team will
qualify and the fight for the spot will move
into their final league game.

DC will face PBKS on May 24 while MI take
on Punjab two days later. PBKS have
already booked their place in the play-offs.

their eyes firmly set on winning the UEFA
Europa League on Wednesday, May 21. It
has been season where both teams have
failed to impress as the campaign has been
filled with poor results and a dreadful run of
form.

United find themselves 16th in the table with

39 points to their name, while Spurs are just

a point and a place behind them in 17th.
However, in Europe, both teams have
looked strong with United being the only
team unbeaten in European competitions
till now. United's last win in the Premier
League came in March, while Spurs tasted
success six weeks ago.

However, in the Europa League, both teams
have been able to produce magic and
showcase their true potential. United staged
an incredible comeback against Lyon in the
quarterfinals and then blanked Athletic
Bilbao in the semis to reach the final. Spurs
thrashed Bodo/Glimt across two legs in the
semis tomake it to the final.

With the winner of the final being guaranteed a

Y

place in the Champions League
final, there is everything to play
for both sides as they look to
salvage some pride in an
otherwise wretched campaign
this season.
Manchester United vs Tottenham
Hotspur: Head-to-Head
United and Tottenham have faced
each other 176 times with the Red
Devils holding a 90-43
advantage. 43 games between
both sides have ended in a draw.
Incidentally, both teams have faced each
other three times this season with Spurs
winning all of them. Apart from completing
a league double, Tottenham knocked United
out of the League Cup as well.

Manchester United vs Tottenham Hotspur:

Team news

For Manchester United, there was a triple

injury boost just ahead of the final on
Tuesday. Joshua Zirkzee, Leny Yoro and
Diogo Dalot were able to train with the first-
team ahead of the final. Zirkzee was initially
thought to be ruled out for the season, but he
was able to get back into the squad for the
final in Bilbao on Wednesday.

Mumbai weather report: Who qualifies for playoffs
if Ml vs DC ge’rs wushed out at Wankhede?

New Delhi. Mumbai's inclement weather
is set to have a huge effect on the

playoffs race in the Indian Premier g&°

League on Wednesday. May 21. With 80
per cent chances of rainfall on the §
matchday, it is possible that Mumbai
Indians and Delhi Capitals, the only two
teams who are vying for the final
playoffs spot this season, have to share
poinis.That puts both teams in a difficult
place as they are nearly neck and neck in
terms of points in the tournament.
Mumbai Indians are slightly ahead of
Delhi Capitals, with 14 points from 12
matches, while Delhi have 13 from 12
games.

This match was expected to be the decider
between the two teams, but it might get a
little trickier than that. If the match indeed
gets washed out on Wednesday at Wankhede
Stadium, then Delhi will not only have to

win their next game, but also bank on Punjab
Kings to beat Mumbai Indians in their final
game of the season.

On the other hand, in the case of a washout on
Wednesday, MI would have to win their
final match vs PBKS to directly qualify for
the final playoffs spot this season. Even if

Delhi win their final match of the
season vs PBKS by the biggest margin,
they would not be able to catch M1,

! What are the chances of rain in

¥  Mumbai?

Rains are going to lash out in Mumbai on
Wednesday as monsoon hits India
earlier than expected. At daytime, there
are 80 per cent chances of rainfall in the
city, but that reduces down to 50 per
cent later in the evening. As the day
goes on, the chances of a clear sky will
improve, but then it will simply be a
race against time — on if the
groundsmen will be able to get the

outfield ready and safe.

The Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai does not

have as good a drainage system as the
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru and
that might make things quite tricky on
Wednesday.

here. The message from me for the boys was
to make sure that we go through our routines,
our processes, the way we train, the way we
plan, and the way we've gone about this
tournament."

"It's better to have it in our control than anyone
else's and watch that situation, so
we've played good cricket to
deserve to be in that situation, and
we'll go out and try and play our
best game of cricket tomorrow," he
added.Jayawardene confirmed
that the team's England and South
African players will be leaving in
the next few days. While the
English leave after the group stage,
the South African stars will leave
on May 26, the coach confirmed.

“The same is going to happen for
most of those teams which have
qualified already. They're going to
be in the same situation so | haven't
thought that far ahead." he said.

"We've obviously named the three guys that
we're looking at to bring. Two of them
(Richard Gleeson and Charith Asalanka) are
already here. I think Jonny (Bairstow) will
arrive tomorrow (Wednesday)," he
concluded on the matter.

Ml vs DC, IPL 2025
Preview: Predicted XI,
team news and Mumbai
pitch conditions

New Delhi. Hardik Pandya’s Mumbai Indians

(MI) and Axar Patel’s Delhi Capitals (DC) are
all set to cross swords in Match No.63 of the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025 on
Wednesday, May 21 at the iconic Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai.For MI, the equation is
straightforward as a win would make them the
fourth and final team to qualify for the
playoffs. DC, the only other team fighting for
the last spot, are in a must-win position. A loss
would knock them out of the competition.

Even if they win their next game, they will have

to look at the result of MI’s last game against
Punjab Kings (PBKS) to ascertain their fate.
MI are also at an advantage since their net run
rate of +1.156 is far better than DC’s +0.260.

Having won six out of their last seven matches,

MI are in red-hot form. DC, on the other hand,

looked amongst the first teams to secure a

berth in the top four, but their campaign is in

the doldrums aftera string of defeats.

MI vs DC: Head-to-Head

Mumbai and Delhi have met 36 times since their
first meeting in 2008. Ml are leading them 20-
16. At the Wankhede Stadium, MI have a 7-3
lead. But in their last five meetings, DC have a
3-2lead.

Ml vs DC: Team News

MI have recently signed Jonny Bairstow,
Richard Gleeson and Charith Asalanka in
place of Will Jacks, Ryan Rickelton and
Corbin Bosch, who will all leave for national
duties after the league stage.MI have had an
impressive run of late, and it’s unlikely that
they will make a lot of changes to their playing
XI. DC, on the other hand, can bring in young
left-handed batter Sediqullah Atal in place of
Fafdu Plessis.

M1 vs DC: Predicted Xis

M1

Ryan Rickelton (wk), Rohit Sharma, Will Jacks,
Suryakumar Yadav, Tilak Varma, Hardik
Pandya (c), Naman Dhir, Corbin Bosch,
Deepak Chahar, Trent Boult, Jasprit Bumrah

Impact Player: Karn Sharma

DC

Faf du Plessis/Sediqullah Atal, Abishek Porel
(wk), Sameer Rizvi, KL Rahul, Axar Patel (¢),
Tristan Stubbs, Ashutosh Sharma, Vipraj
Nigam, Kuldeep Yadav, T Natarajan,
Mustafizur Rahman, Dushmantha Chameera

Impact Player: Dushmantha Chameera

M1 vs DC: Pitch and Weather Conditions

The pitch in Mumbai has been good for batting

as the average from six matches thus far in

IPL 2025 is 182. Chasing teams have won

four out of six times.

Vaibhav Suryavanshi showed maturity and
temperament under pressure: Vikram Rathour

«IPL 2025: Vaibhav

Suryavanshi drew praise
from Rajasthan Royals
batting coach Vikram
Rathour after scoring a
33-ball 57 against the

Chennai Super Kings on
Tuesday.

New Delhi. Rajasthan Royals (RR) batting

coach Vikram Rathour praised Vaibhav
Suryavanshi for his “maturity and
temperament” during Tuesday’s IPL 2025
clash against five-time champions Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) at the Arun lJaitley
Stadium in New Delhi.Chasing 188 on a

batting-friendly pitch, Suryavanshi had
limited opportunities early on, facing
just seven balls during the powerplay.
However, once settled, he shifted gears
confidently, reaching his half-century in
just 27 deliveries.He eventually made
57 oft 33 balls, hitting four fours and
four sixes, before falling to R Ashwin.
Suryavanshi also shared a 98-run stand ©
with skipper Sanju Samson, setting the
foundation for RR’s convincing six-
wicket victory.“Very impressive. We've
been working with him for quite some
time now—maybe three to four months.
We've seen all these aspects, but it's
great to see him doing that in a game,
especially under pressure,” Rathour said in
the post-match press conference.“In a big
game like today, the ball was moving when
he went in. He hardly got any deliveries,
wasn't on strike much during the powerplay.
But the maturity and temperament he

These kinds of

showed were excellent.
experiences will definitely help him become
abetter player over time,” Rathour said.
‘Vaibhav Suryavanshiis very unique’
Rathour revealed that the Royals' backend
team had recommended Suryavanshi after
the youngster impressed with a 104 off 62

balls for India U19 in a Youth Test against
Australia last September at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium.

“Yes, there's a team - a backend team - that
monitors all the leagues, watches all
kinds of cricket that people are playing.
And they recommended him. Like, he
scored that 100 against Australia in the
U-19s, [ think. So, the recommendation
was made. And honestly, when I saw him
forthe first time, I was convinced.

“Just from that downswing of his bat - |
think he's very, very unique. | haven’t
seen anything like that in a long. long
time. And now he's showing that he has
the temperament as well. He's going to

be a very very special player,” Rathour

added.After becoming the youngest PL
debut and the youngest T20 centurion,

Vaibhav finished his campaign with 252 runs

from seven matches at an average of 36 and a

strike-rate 0f206.55.
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Pednekar's,

BTS Video From The Royals Is
All About ‘A Girl Living Her Life’

humi Pednekar and Ishaan Khatter’s starrer The Royals has been

generating quite a buzz online since it was released. Although the

romantic comedy show was released weeks back, the actors show
no signs of slowing down sharing the behind-the-scenes (BTS) videos
and appreciation posts for the co-stars. Speaking of which, the lead
actress recently shared a montage video on her social media giving fans a
glimpse of her fun time at the sets.

The Instagram video opens to show Bhumi standing by a pool wearing a
stunning bikini and sarong. It then shifts to show the actress grooving
with a team member, practising horse riding for a scene and smashing a
chocolate bar with a hammer. Following
this, she was again seen dancing. The
video also captured moments of her
enjoying the beautiful sunset at a beach,
listening to a guitar tune and playing with
adog.

The entire video proves that she had enjoyed
her heart out while shooting for the Netflix
series. Sharing the video, Bhumi penned,
“Just a girl living her life."Soon after the
video surfaced online, fans and industry friends

} flocked to the comments section of the post to share:

"M theirreactions.

B 8 Sister Samiksha Pednekar reacted, “Love love love.™

: Rhea Chakraborty said, “What a girl." “STAR™
Sumukhi Suresh posted. “Best girl, best vibe," wrote a
user. Another commented, “You are beautiful, inside
and out! Keep shining, @bhumipednekar." “Loved
you in Royals. You look stunning. Waiting for the next
season," said a user.Coming to The Royals, the Netflix
series revolves around Aviraaj Singh (Ishaan Khatter),

a modern-day prince, and Sophia Kanmani Shekhar
(Bhumi Pednekar), the ambitious CEO of a luxury homestay startup. The rom-com
show depicts how the two fell in love while transforming the struggling haveli of
Morpur into a unique luxury B&B experience.

Priyanka Ghose and Nupur Asthana’s directorial boasts a stellar ensemble, including
veteran actress Zeenat Aman, Dino Morea, Sakshi Tanwar, Chunky Panday, Nora
Fatehi, Milind Soman, Kavya Trehan, Vihaan Samat, Udit Arora, Sumukhi Suresh,
Lisa Mishra, and Luke Kenny.Talking about Bhumi Pednekar’s upcoming projects,
the actress will be next seen in the web series Daldal. The show, which will be released
on Prime Video, will feature her in the role of a cop. The filming of the series has
already been completed, but the release date is yet to be announced. She also has
Karan Johar’s grand historical drama Takht in her pipeline. Originally announced in 4
2020 with a star-studded ensemble including Ranveer Singh, Alia Bhatt, Vicky = d{ﬁ' .
Kaushal, Kareena Kapoor Khan, Janhvi Kapoor, and Anil Kapoor, the filmmaker - 38 SS i Cis
recently announced that the film has been shelved for now but not cancelled. '

Naomika Sara

Casual Chic Look Proves Style
Runs In The Family

ajesh Khanna and Dimple Kapadia’s granddaughter ~ camisole featuring thin straps and a deep neckline. She o

L 3

Naomika Saran has not made her entry into teamed it with a pair of comfy denim pants and white
b Bollywood, but still enjoys a huge fanbase on social ~ sneakers for utmost comfort during her movements. Subtle
media. The youngster has almost 1.75 lakhs on Instagram  makeup with glossy lips added charm to her laid-back
and constantly drops lovely glimpses from her life.  style. Meanwhile, she picked only a watch to accessorise
Besides that, every time she steps out of her home, her  her overall appearance. Additionally, a sleek ponytail
glimpses grab the entire attention. Be it her fashion sense ~ wrapped up the look. _
or humble nature, social media users never miss Soon after the video was posted, social media users began
complimenting the girl.In a video posted on Instagram, rallying in the comments section, complementing the
Naomika Saran was papped outside her residence in  diva’s sweet appearance on the streets of Mumbai. One
user wrote, “Preety preety." Another mentioned,
“Beautiful face." Many others dropped
appreciative emojis.
Who is Naomika Saran?
Daughter of Twinkle Khanna’s sister, Rinki
Khanna, who played the lead role in films liks
Jis Desh Mein Ganga Rehta Hai, Yeh Hai Jalwe
Jhankar Beat and Chameli and her businessm
husband, Sameer Saran. Talking about h
educational background, the young girl has
completed her schooling in Mumbai, followed
by her graduation from St. Xavier’s College in
the same city before moving abroad. As per the
latest reports, she has been pursuing her higg:el_"

education at New York University’s E‘f
g

School of the Arts and came to Mumbai d
semester breaks.Naomika also shares a lqvf):ly

bond with her nani, Dimple Kapadia and proof

Mumbai. She was seen exiting her home and walking  ofthe same was found in one of her social media posts..
towards her car parked on the other side of the road. During  Dropping glimpses from her graduation ceremony® on
this time, W}}en Rinkie Khanna's daughter was spotted by  [nstagram, she penned, “Graduated with my favourite
the paps stationed over there, she humbly waved herhands  people by my side." And the opening frame of her pe
towards them and won many hearts. featured the legendary actress Dimple. The duo was'seen
For the casual day outing, Naomika opted for a pink  sharingacosy hug, leaving their fans awestruck. i

I

‘BC Aunty' Snehil Mehra On
YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra's
Arrest: "It Is Really Shameful’

Il

|4 i
ontent creator and actress Snehil Mehra
shared her views on the arrest of

YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra after being
accused of espionage. During an exclusive
interaction with IANS, Snehil demanded that
if found guilty, Jyoti should be severely
punished for betraying her country.She told
IANS, “When I learned about this, [ found it to
be really unbelievable- just like a plot of a
Bollywood movie. But if the Indian Army has
made such serious accusations against her,
there must be some truth to it. And if these
accusations turn out to be true after the
investigation, then it is really shameful- the
country in which you live, the people of which
have made you a celebrity, if you work against
that country, it will be considered treason. |
believe she should be given a harsh
punishment if proven guilty.”

When asked if social media influences have

been given too much freedom, she shared, “I
belong to the film industry, and my years of
experience say that we cannot shoot
anywhere. If you wish to shoot a film,
especially at a religious place like the Maha
Kumbh or near a military base, then you need
proper permissions. Similarly, | believe some
regulations should be placed on the
influencers, as the smartphones in our hands
have turned everyone into an influencer."

“When the layer of permissions is imposed on

these influencers, they will not be able to do
such things. Just like censorship in the
movies, there must be some rules and
regulations in the world of social media," the
actress added and stressed establishing
accountability for such incidents.

Haryana YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra was recently

ooks like Ishaan Khatter has got a plus
one at the Cannes Film Festival 2025.

arrested on charges of spying for Pakistan.
Jyoti, who owns the YouTube channel “Travel
with JO" was taken into custody on May 16.
She will be questioned by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), the Intelligence
Bureau (IB), and military intelligence
officials.

Cannes 2025: Ishaan
Khatter Brings The
Charm And Maybe A
Plus One?

Any guesses? The actor who flew to
France to attend the premiere of his film
Homebound at the film festival is joined by
his rumoured girlfriend Chandni Bainz.
What made us think so? Well, it’s Chandni’s
latest post on social media. She shared a
picture on Instagram stories, featuring a
glimpse of the picturesque lane in
France.There is also a building with the
signboard saying, “Cannes Riviera." Sharing
the picture, Chandni wrote, “Hello Hello.”

Before Chandni shared the picture, Ishaan

Khatter turned the streets of France into his
runway ahead of his debut at the Cannes Film
Festival 2025. The actor dropped multiple
images of himself in a post on Instagram
from his time at the festival. Channelling his
inner model, he made fans swoon over him
with his killer looks and we are not
complaining here. In the cation, he wrote,
“Bonjour festival de Cannes.”

Ishaan Khatter is set to make his red carpet

appearance at the Cannes Film Festival this
year for the premiere of his movie,
Homebound. Directed and penned by Neeraj
Ghaywan, the film is the official selection of
Cannes 2025 in the Un Certain Regard
category. It is bankrolled by Karan Johar. In
the film, Ishaan shares screen space with
Janhvi Kapoor.Earlier, the actor also penned
a long post, expressing his excitement for the
film’s achievement. In a touching post on
Instagram, he wrote, “We're
‘HOMEBOUND' to Cannes babyyyyyyy. A
film that 1 knew was special from the
moment it entered my life and my most
challenging part yet. This is what dreams are
made of. Pure intention, grit, compassion
and truth. One of the proudest moments of
my cinematic journey thus far.”

As for Ishaan Khatter and Chandni Bainz’s

relationship, the duo has been reportedly
dating for a year now. Speculations about
their ongoing romance began in July 2024
when they made their first public appearance
outside a restaurant in Mumbai. The
rumoured lovebirds were seen stepping out
of the eatery, holding hands, with Ishaan
ensuring a safe passage for her towards their
car.
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