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Reshaping West
Asia's strategic map

The roots of the Iran-Israel standoff lie in the
seismic shift of 1979, when the Iranian
Revolution overthrew the Shah and birthed a
Shia regime with ambitions that aimed to claim
a leadership position in the Islamic world. This
ideological transformation triggered a
sectarian rivalry that rallied other Sunni states
to counterbalance Iran’s regional influence, the
primary one being Saudi Arabia. It was also a
time when Arab states were seen to be
retreating from their once-strident anti-Zionist
positions after repeated military defeats.

The new clergy-led Iranian regime stepped in
with a fierce anti-Israel posture. Israel was cast
as a symbol of Western-backed
oppression—an ideological anathema.
Support, over time, for militant groups like
Hezbollah (Shia), Hamas, and Islamic
Jihad—despite the sectarian
diversity—underscores how Iran’s strategic
opposition to Israel could bridge even Shia-
Sunni divides. Iran today is probably more
anti-Israel than all the Arab nations put
together. For Iran, confrontation with Israel
serves three purposes—regime consolidation,
assertion of regional influence, and provision
of a strategic and ideological counterweight to
the Western-aligned Sunni monarchies of the
Persian Gulf.The nuclear dimension
complicates this further. Iran’s nuclear
programme, long a subject of global anxiety, is
more than just a shield against regime change.
It represents a bid to strategically balance
Israel, the region’s undeclared nuclear power.
While Israel remains the most prominent target
in Tehran’s rhetoric, the implications of an
Iranian bomb go well beyond.

The latest Israeli strikes on Iranian nuclear and
military infrastructure must be seen in this
context, with the idea that Israeli intelligence
suspected a few weeks or even days to Iran’s
overt declaration of nuclear weapon status.
However, to be fair, we have had such reports
earlier too, including in the context of Iraq two
decades ago.Then there is the contingency of
Benjamin Netanyahu under the pressure of a
pending legal action postponed because of
national security contingencies. Many believe
the unilateral Israeli initiation of war with Iran
is linked to enhancing the contingencies. Israel
employed air-launched and long-range
missiles against known and suspected nuclear
sites, drone facilities, missile depots, and
command-and-control nodes. Its ability to
damage the Natanz facility, partially above
ground, is plausible. But Fordow, buried deep
beneath a mountain near Qom, presents a
greater challenge. It’s fortified beneath layers
ofrock and concrete, likely beyond the reach of

Acid test for India’s Look West policy

New Delhi may find it progressively difficult to sustain its policy posture in West Asia amid the Israel-Iran conflict

NDIA often faces unexpected foreign policy and security

challenges as collateral fallout of regional conflicts or
global crises. The outbreak of an all-out war between
Israel and Iran threatens to undo the gains made in
pursuing, in parallel, closer political, security and
economic relations with the countries of West Asia and
the Gulf and with Israel, even while maintaining a
relatively cordial relationship with Iran.India has
displayed considerable deftness in juggling what could
have been competitive relationships. Israel has become a
key partner in upgrading India’s defence and security
capabilities and the value of this
partnership was evident in the recent
military clash with Pakistan. That the
key Gulf countries were themselves
seeking a more collaborative
relationship with Israel created an
opportunity to reinforce,
simultaneously, relations with all key
players in India’s western
neighbourhood. This includes the US,
which has maintained a strong security
presence in the region and serves as the
last-resort guarantor.The tacit Indo-US
partnership in the Gulf is underscored
by India’s participation in the 12U2
grouping, which brings together India
and Israel, and the UAE and the US in
what has been described as the “Quad”
in the West. The US Central Command
headquarters (Centcom), which is
responsible for maintaining security in
the West Asian and Gulf region, hosts
an Indian liaison officer. The India-
Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) project, which would have established a
transport corridor between India and the Gulf on to the
port of Haifa in Israel, was based on the expectation of
relative peace and stability in this region.One must
acknowledge that neither Iran nor Turkiye, both key
countries in the region, have been happy about these
initiatives, in which they play no role. However, India has
been careful to maintain good relations with them.This
Look West policy has been successful in promoting
India’s energy security, in finding expanding markets and
investment sources and in ensuring the welfare of the 9
million Indians living and working in the countries of the
region.The eruption of the war in Gaza in 2023, Israel’s
escalating violence and barbarity towards the Palestinian
people and the revival of the Palestinian issue as a
centrepiece of regional peace and stability has thrown the
entire region into turmoil. While India has made

proforma statements in support of the so-called two-state
solution (i.e. establishing two independent sovereign
states — Israel and Palestine — side by side), it has
refrained from voting for UN resolutions critical of Israel.
This has so far not impacted adversely its relations with
Gulf and Arab states, but as Israel continues to pursue
what are, unambiguously, policies of ethnic cleansing of
the West Bank and Gaza, India may find it progressively
difficult to sustain its current policy posture in the region.

And this has now been further complicated by Israel’s latest

unprovoked attack against Iran, targeting its nuclear

facilities and energy infrastructure. Iran has retaliated
with its arsenal of ballistic missiles, some of which have
penetrated Israeli defences and caused considerable
damage and loss of life.Israel’s initial success in being
able to launch precision aerial attacks against Iranian
targets at will and especially its ability to locate and
assassinate virtually the entire senior leadership of
Iranian revolutionary guards as well as the armed forces
and several nuclear scientists, would have been deeply
demoralising for Tehran. It would have also bred a mood
of triumphalism and hubris among the Israelis, but they
are now surprised at the ability of the Iranians to hit back
with unexpected lethality.

The war is in an escalatory phase. It could spread across the

region. It has already led to a spike in oil prices, a
disruption in trade and transportation and could threaten
the large Indian diaspora in the region. India will be
paying a heavy price for Israel’s reckless action. Does the

Parents, teachers must shield kids from e-abuse

It is up to parents and school authorities to inculcate in children a sense of responsibility while exploring social media, and put in place guidelines for usage

partnership with Israel override the need to safeguard our
significant stake in regional peace and stability?

Why did Israel unleash this dangerous war with Iran? And
what role has the US played in this? Israel would not have
embarked on this so-called “Rising Lion” operation
without the tacit go-ahead from the US. America has
acknowledged that it was aware that this operation was
being launched and that is why it ordered non-essential
personnel and family members of other personnel
deployed in the region to be evacuated. The US has been as
determined as Israel in preventing Iran from becoming a

nuclear weapon state. It is as

convinced as Israel that Iran has
been severely weakened by the
decimation of its proxies —

Hezbollah in Lebanon and the

Hamas in Gaza— and the more

recent fall of its ally Assad in

Syria. Its close ally, Russia, is

embroiled in the war against

Ukraine, and China is unlikely

to go beyond rhetorical

support.Several pro-Israel
elements in the US have argued
that this may be the best

opportunity to carry out a

military strike to disable Iran’s

nuclear facilities and even
engineer a regime change.

While Israel has carried out the

initial attacks, it is likely that

the US will join in carrying out
subsequent and more deadly
attacks. It has powerful bunker-
busting bombs, which Israel
does not, and which could destroy the facilities buried
deep underground both at Natanz and Fordow. The US and
Israel believe that while Arab and Gulf countries have
criticised the attacks against Iran, they would in private
welcome the destruction of Iran’s nuclear capabilities.Iran
has never been as weak as it today since it was engaged in
an eight-year-long war with Iraq soon after the founding of
the Islamic republic. It is also surprising how deeply the

Israeli intelligence has been able to penetrate the highest

echelons of the Iranian government. Iran is no doubt very

vulnerable. However, it is a large country with a

significant population. It is a civilisational state with a

strong sense of identity. Its Shia character gives its people

the capacity to bear pain and sacrifice that must never be
underestimated. Even in its weakened state, it has been
able to inflict considerable damage on Israel with its

missile attacks.

even sophisticated Israeli bunker-busting
munitions. Nonetheless, cyber sabotage,
electromagnetic disruption and precision
strikes on adjoining infrastructure would have
happened.With much of Iran’s proxy
network— from Hezbollah in Lebanon to
Houthis in Yemen—disrupted or degraded
through prior action, Israel is now
systematically targeting Iran’s conventional
military infrastructure. This would include
airbases, radar systems, ballistic missile
launchers, drone factories, logistics hubs and
military units. Such a strategy, while risky, is
motivated by the belief that this is a narrow
window of opportunity to impose long-term
strategic costs on Iran’s ability to project
power. Ensuring Iran’s proxies do not
reconstitute easily will also be a challenge.

The US has not publicly joined the war, but its
imprint is unmistakable. Washington’s
strategic backing and coordination is a force

multiplier.

One could be excused for being weighed down by a
sustained spell of sadness on account of last week’s
pointless tragedy of an Air India flight crashing into
a college hostel and killing more than 270 people in
all. One supposes in the same breath that it’s the
essence of tragedies—their pointlessness; death
without reason.Despite the heavy toll and the
sensational nature of the incident, the fact remains
that air travel in India has been getting safer.
According to the International Civil Aviation
Organization, India recorded zero accidents per
million departures for scheduled commercial
flights in 2023, a marked improvement over the
0.87 accidents per million in 2022. Since 1947,
commercial airline accidents in India have claimed
areported 2,173 lives in 52 fatal incidents, with 80
percent of those between 1951 and 2010 attributed
to pilot error. These numbers, however, pale against
other types of accidents. Perhaps because we are
congenitally more tolerant of chaos as a
civilisation, deaths from road accidents result in
vast numbers of deaths. Tardy observance of traffic
rules is only one factor. The state of the roads
themselves is fatality-inducing.Mind-numbing
numbers of casualties are distributed across road
traffic collisions, rail accidents, drownings, fires
and industrial mishaps. Data from the National
Crime Records Bureau paints a funereal picture.
Road traffic collisions are the leading cause of
accidental deaths in India, far surpassing others.In
2023, an estimated 1,72,000 people died in road
accidents, averaging 474 deaths per day. That’s a
lot. The NCRB reported a significantly lower

The dangers of smartphone usage by the young are

showing up in multiple ways—from sleep
deprivation to online sexual abuse and exploitation.
A study by the Karnataka State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights lays bare the growing
number of young children ensnared in nets of abuse.
It raises concern on their exploitation, and that both
parents and teachers are unaware and ill-equipped to
handle such situations. Conducted across five
districts among those aged 8-18 years, it found that
one in six teenagers had connected with strangers
online, and one in ten had even met them personally.
Gender-wise, 17 percent of boys and 4 percent of
girls indulged in such risky behaviour, which is more
prevalent in rural areas (12 percent) than urban
spaces (9 percent). Worse, 1 percent of children
across genders admitted to sharing intimate photos or
videos, and 7 percent had shared personal information
like addresses with strangers online. The 15-18 age group
was the most vulnerable and also aware that they had had
unsafe experiences. Instagram accounted for 77 percent
of such cases. Only a third of the parents reported these

crimes to the police, while others preferred to close the
chapter by deleting the accounts.

While such risky behaviour could be put down to adolescent

curiosity, it exposes them to cyberbullying, emotional
abuse, blackmail, stalking and sexual exploitation. This
could play havoc with young minds, diverting them from

Skies clearer, clouds on ground

The numbers say that air travel has become safer in India since the turn of the century. The bigger problem is on the ground, where road and rail
accidents claim thousands of lives each year, abetted by systemic failures and a cultural disregard for safety norms

number in some years prior, though. In 2021, for
example, the number of fatalities was 1,55,622,
with two-wheeler crashes accounting for 69,240
deaths.This kind of situation calls for thorough
discussions at the right forums, including
parliament. But how many times have MPs
raised the issue?Despite improvements in road
safety in some surveys, the sheer volume of
vehicles—295 million in 2019—and lax
observance of rules such as seatbelt and helmet
usage, and scant road sense, contribute to the
crisis.

India’s vast railway network is another terrifying
source of mortality. Between 2018 and 2022, |
rail accidents resulted in 1,07,071 fatalities.
Which brings an old nagging question to the
fore: why are railway passengers not reasonably
insured?

The NCRB recorded 17,993 railway accidents in
2021, a 38 percent increase from 2020, with
Mabharashtra seeing the highest numbers.
Mumbai contributes heavily. An average of seven
local train commuters die daily in Mumbai, based
on 2023 data reporting 2,590 deaths on the
suburban railway network. Only last week, five
commuters fell offin a cluster from a speeding local
train to their death. Who knew going to work was
war? And when was the last time the issue found
mention in the assembly?Determining how
accidental deaths are increasing exponentially
requires nuanced analysis by experts. For aviation,
the trend is clearly downward. The 2011- 2020
decade saw only two fatal commercial airliner

crashes in India—one in Mangaluruin 2010 and the
other in Kozhikode in 2020, compared to seven in
the 1991-2000 period. The Ahmedabad crash,
while devastating, is an outlier in an otherwise safer
aviation sector.

Road accidents, however, show a more complex
picture. While the annual death toll remains
staggeringly high, the rate of fatalities per 1,00,000
people—16.6 in 2013, as per WHO—has not risen
proportionately with the increase in vehicles or
population. Initiatives like the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research’s online accident reporting
portal and road safety audits suggest progress, but
the absolute number of deaths remains a public
health crisis.Other accidental death categories,
such as drownings or industrial incidents, lack
sufficient recent data to confirm trends, but
historical patterns suggest they remain persistent

academics and healthy interactions. UNICEF
has also flagged the risks of Al-driven
technology on digital platforms, and the need to
protect young users from manipulative
practices, personal data monetisation and
exploitative digital marketing. Online child
sexual exploitation and abuse is labelled as a
global health issue. Youngsters should know the
‘4Cs of online safety’—regarding content,
contact, conduct and commerce. Broadly, what
is harmful content, whom to avoid, what to
share, and being wary of gambling, phishing
and other financial scams. With the pandemic
having regularised the use of mobile phones
and laptops for study, supervision of screen
time needs to be tightened. It is up to parents
and school authorities to inculcate in children a sense of
responsibility while exploring social media, and put in
place guidelines for usage. Parents and youngsters should
ensure they report such crimes to the authorities to enable
asystematic crackdown on perverts on the prowl.

challenges. Then there are religious gatherings and
pilgrimages where scores die in stampedes. That
the gods or godmen, the believers crowd around to
have a glance at, have no power to save them from
death does not prevent the frequent recurrence of
the tragedy.The Maha Kumbh Mela
stampede in Prayagraj in January, resulted
in at least 30 deaths. But that is the official
figure. Reuters reported a higher toll, with a
witness counting 39 bodies in the morgue at
Moti Lal Nehru Medical College. A BBC
report later claimed at least 82 deaths. That
these figures vary points to fundamental
flaws in the way we assess even the
factuality of such incidents.All said,
aviation remains the safest mode of travel.
Still, the crash exposes vulnerabilities. The
official investigation is progressing. But as
a lay observer, I do wonder how a six-story
college hostel was allowed to come up so
close along the airport’s take-off
path.Critics have argued that India’s aviation
regulator and airport authorities have been lax, with
urban encroachment around airports posing risks.
The fact is that India’s chaotic urban
development— whether it is Mumbai, Bengaluru
or Ahmedabad—is innocent of any great rigour in
planning.In contrast, road and rail accidents, which
claim far more lives annually, suffer from systemic
issues: inadequate infrastructure, weak
enforcement and a cultural disregard for safety
norms. The public and media’s focus on the rarer air
crashes often overshadows these chronic problems.
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Microsoft layoffs: Tech giant
to cut thousands of jobs in
sales, says report

New Delhi. Microsoft is preparing to cut thousands of
jobs, mainly in its sales division, reported Bloomberg.
The news of workforce reduction comes as the tech
company continues to adjust its workforce while
investing more heavily in artificial intelligence.

The report, which cites people familiar with the matter,
says that the job cuts could be announced as early as
next month. This will likely follow the end of
Microsoft’s current financial year. While sales teams
are expected to be affected the most, the report notes
that the layoffs will not be limited to them. The final
decision on timing may still change.This round of
layoffs follows Microsoft’s earlier job cuts in May,
which impacted around 6,000 workers across various
departments.Microsoft has been focusing more on Al
as it tries to stay ahead in a fast-changing technology
landscape. The company is putting more money into
data centres and Al research to support growing
demand from businesses that are adopting Al tools
and services.The report also said that Microsoft has
planned capital expenditure of around Rs 6.6 lakh
crore ($80 billion) for the ongoing financial year. A
large part of this spending will go into expanding data
centre infrastructure. The aim is to reduce pressure on
existing facilities that support Al services.

After license, India looks to
partner with Starlink on
satcom infrastructure,
others

CHENNAI. Tata Technologies shares surged
approximately 2% in early trade, hitting ?746.10—a
clear signal of investor confidence in its global
business expansion after being selected by Volvo
Cars as a strategic supplier. Although the stock later
dipped to ?730.35 by 11 a.m., sector analysts view the
Volvo deal as a strong endorsement of Tata
Technologies’ credibility with other global original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs).

The Tata Group company informed stock exchanges
today that it has been chosen by Volvo Cars as a
strategic supplier, recognizing its capabilities in
delivering sustainable solutions for global
automotive companies. Volvo Cars—renowned for
its leadership in automotive safety and
sustainability—is reimagining mobility through
electrification, software-defined vehicles (SDVs),
and intelligent in-car experiences.This new
partnership significantly expands the existing
relationship between the two companies. Tata
Technologies will now provide enhanced product
engineering, embedded software, and product
lifecycle management (PLM) services through its
global delivery hubs in Gothenburg, India, Romania,
and Poland.In its exchange notification, Tata
Technologies stated that its expertise in turnkey
product engineering and digital transformation will
play a broader role in supporting Volvo’s innovation
journey.Commenting on the collaboration, Warren
Harris, CEO and MD of Tata Technologies, said: “We
are delighted by the trust that Volvo Cars has shown
in our capabilities by providing newer opportunities
to collaborate and scale our relationship.”

Start-up founders get relief
on Esops holding

New Delhi. In a move that will offer a major relief to
the start-ups founders planning public listing, capital
market regulator Sebi has allowed them to hold on to
their employees stock ownership plan (Esops)
provided they were issued one year before the public
issue filing. The regulator has also created a special
category for foreign funds to invest in government
securities called GS-FPIs and aligned their KYC
norms with that of the Reserve Bank. Announcing
these decisions and a host of others after a marathon
board meeting here this evening, which cleared as
many as 19 proposals/amendments to the existing
sebi norms on Wednesday, Sebi chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said all the 19 decisions have been
taken after detailed consultation with the industry
and will go a long way to further relax the ease of
doing business.“The proposal approved by the Sebi
board shall facilitate founders who received ESOP
benefits at least one year prior to the filing of IPO
papers with the Sebi, to continue holding, and/or
exercising such benefits even after being specified as
the promoters and the company becoming a listed
entity," the chairman said highlighting that the
decisions are part of an overall objective of
enhancing the ease of business.The start-up
ecosystem has been seeking amendment to the Esop
rules as many founders are listed as promoters for an
IPO, based on their shareholding including the
options which were vested, because public-issue
norms require that. This decision is expected to
convince start-up founders to come to the public
markets, said Pandey, adding however, that an
industry proposal for allowing fresh ESOPs benefits
to be availed by founders after the listing was not
approved by the board.Currently, founders have to be
classified as promoters before filing for an IPO, but
the hindrance is that the rule also prohibit issuance of
Esops to them as promoters. The watchdog said a
person who ceased to be an employee after having
been identified as a promoter be allowed to continue
to hold their Esops, provided those or other benefits
were issued one year before the IPO.

New Delhi.
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Air India cuts 15% of international ops
till mid-July citing checks, global unrest

Air India has temporarily cut
15% of its international
widebody flights until mid-July
due to Middle East tensions,
airspace curfews in Europe and
East Asia, and increased safety
measures following recent
disruptions. This comes after the

June 12 Ahmedabad plane crash.
]

Air India has announced a
temporary curtailment of its international
flight services, reducing operations by
15% on widebody aircraft from now until
at least mid-July. Notably, this comes
after an Air India flight crash in
Ahmedabad on June 12, shortly after
takeoff. The airline said that the decision is

Your savings account is

In apost on X, Air India wrote, "Due to

aimed at ensuring greater operational
stability, better efficiency and
minimising passenger inconvenience
amid several compounding
challenges.

the geopolitical tensions in the
Middle East, night curfew in the
airspaces of many countries in
Europe and East Asia, the ongoing
enhanced safety inspections, and also
the necessary cautious approach
being taken by the engineering staff
and Air India pilots, there have been
certain disruptions in our international
operations over the last 6 days leading to a
total of 83 cancellations."In its statement,
the airline also noted that these temporary
cuts will also serve to increase the
availability of reserve aircraft, allowing
for smoother handling of any unplanned
issues that may arise. It added that the
route curtailment was a "necessary and

measured" step under the current
circumstances.Regarding the
inconvenience faced by the passengers,

the airline wrote on X, "Air India
apologises to the passengers affected due
to these curtailments, and will inform
them in advance and make its best efforts
to accommodate them on alternate flights.
Passengers will also be offered a choice to
reschedule their travel without any cost or
to be given a full refund, as per their

choice. The revised schedule of our
international services, effective from
June 20, 2025, will be shared
shortly."Air India also commented
on the Ahmedabad crash and said that
investigations into the cause of the
recent accident are still underway,
with authorities working to
determine the exact reasons behind
the incident. Meanwhile, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has directed enhanced
safety inspections of Air India’s
Boeing 787-8 and 787-9 fleet.

It added that of the total 33 aircraft, 26 have

already undergone thorough checks and
have been cleared to return to service. The
remaining aircraft are expected to
complete inspections in the coming days.
The clearance of the majority of the fleet
serves as a strong endorsement of the
safety protocols and maintenance
standards being upheld, the airline wrote.

quietly

robbing you, says financial advisor

Financial advisor Lovish Anand has issued a sharp reality check for Indian savers in a

recent LinkedIn post titled: "Your Savings Account Is Quietly Robbing You."

New Delhi. You save diligently. You cut

back on luxuries. You park your hard-
earned money in a savings account or a
fixed deposit, thinking it's the safe and
responsible thing to do. But what if

that very habit is slowly eating into 8

your wealth? Financial advisor Lovish
Anand has issued a sharp reality check
for Indian savers in a recent LinkedIn
post titled: “Your Savings Account Is
Quietly Robbing You.”Anand said
most Indians still rely heavily on
traditional instruments like savings
accounts, fixed deposits, or LIC
policies for financial planning. But
these tools, he warns, aren’t keeping up
with inflation, and in many cases, are
actually reducing your purchasing
power over time.The disparity between
interest rates and inflation is
significant, with SBI's savings account
interest rate at just 2.5% while inflation
hovers around 5-6%. "SBI’s latest
interest rate? Just 2.5%," Anand
pointed out, "Inflation? Hovering at 5
to 6%. Let that sink in."The impact of
this imbalance is stark. Even with

significant savings, such as 10 lakhs,
individuals are technically losing
money every single year. Anand
describes fixed deposits,

LICs, and

savings accounts as "safety nets" that
can sometimes be "leaky," highlighting
that while they offer security, they do
not foster wealth creation.Anand
suggests moving past outdated
financial habits that don’t align with
one's long-term goals. "Fixed deposits,
LICs, and savings accounts aren’t
wealth creators," he says. "They’re
safety nets. And sometimes... they’re
leaky." He emphasizes, "If your
financial plan still revolves around
these, you’re not just playing it safe,

you’re playing it small."

To mitigate the erosion of wealth, Anand

advocates for a strategic shift based on
individual risk appetites. He suggests
exploring alternatives like index
funds, mutual funds, hybrid funds,
and arbitrage funds. "These are low-
cost or professionally managed
options that can help your money
grow instead of gathering dust," he
said.Anand's remarks reflect a
broader trend towards more dynamic
and growth-oriented financial
instruments, which offer the
potential for better returns compared to
traditional savings methods. He
asserts, "Your money deserves to
grow," and warns against letting it "sit
idle while inflation chips away at its
value."By embracing newer financial
tools tailored to diverse risk profiles,
savers can potentially enhance their
financial outcomes. The objective is to
transition from merely preserving
wealth to actively growing it in a way
that outpaces inflation and meets
personal financial goals.

Household gold holdings value jumps
to 56% of GDP at $2.4 trillion

New Delhi. The value of gold the Indian

households are sitting on is as much as
56% of the nominal GDP in FY26 and
is also bigger than the bank credit,
which is only 55% of the economy,
according to a foreign brokerage.

The brokerage forecast a further rally in

gold, which is already quoting near
record highs. The 25,000 tone of gold
holding with the Indian households is
the world’s largest and represents 14%
of the global gold stock and at current
prices is worth $2.4 trillion, Tanvee
Gupta Jain, chief economist at UBS
Securities India, said in a note.

She also said their house view on gold

price is that the yellow metal will again

touch $3500 per ounce in FY26. On
April 22, the price had crossed this
mark by a notch at $3501 for an
ounce/28.8 grams of gold.“We believe
the case for gold has become more
compelling in an environment of
escalating tariff uncertainty, weak
growth, high inflation and lingering
geopolitical risks. As most of domestic
gold demand is met by imports (87%),
higher global gold prices (although we
expect softer gold volume demand)
imply that our net gold imports could
remain high at $55-60 billion or 1.2%
of GDP) in FY26. However, we expect
current account deficit to remain
manageable on additional buffers

created after the pandemic in the form
of services trade surplus and
remittance flows” she said. Forecasting
for a further rally in gold, which is
already quoting near record highs, a
foreign brokerage has said the value of
the 25,000 tonne gold at $2.4 trillion
that our households sit on is as much as
56% of the nominal GDP in FY26 and
is also bigger than the bank credit
which is only 55% of the economy.
The 25000 tone of gold holding with
the households is the world’s largest
and represents 14% of the global gold
stock and at current prices is worth $2.4
trillion which is as much ad 56% of the
FY26 nominal GDP.

Sensex opens flat, Nifty
helow 24,800; Tech Mahindra
shares down 1%

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices
opened marginally lower, tracking global
developments on Thursday. The US Fed
maintained key lending rates, while the Israel-Iran
conflict continues to weigh in on investors. IT
sector stocks fell in early trade, dragging markets
down.The S&P BSE Sensex was down by 225.26
points to 81,219.40, while the NSE Nifty50 lost
56.75 points to 24,755.30 as of 9:21 am.Dr. VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Investments Limited, said that the 24500-25000
range for the Nifty is likely to hold till news from
the Israel-Iran conflict change for the better or for
the worse."If news of deescalation of tensions
break, Nifty will break out of the upper band of the
range. If the news is about escalation of tensions,
particularly relating to troubles in the strait of
Hormuz resulting in sharp spike in crude, it would
be difficult for Nifty to hold on to the 24500
support level. So watch out for the developments
in West Asia," he added.

Titan led the early gainers with a 0.68% jump,
followed by Tata Motors up 0.66%, Kotak
Mahindra Bank gaining 0.47%, Mahindra &
Mabhindra rising 0.35%, and Bajaj Finserv adding
0.23%.0n the losing side, Tech Mahindra dropped
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1.63%, Infosys fell 1.01%, HCL Technologies
declined 0.75%, IndusInd Bank was down 0.60%,
and Adani Ports slipped 0.58%.

Auto and banking stocks showed early strength
while IT companies faced selling pressure as
markets opened for Thursday's session.

The broader market indices opened with mixed
signals as Nifty Midcap fell 0.07%, Nifty
Smallcap gained 0.14%, while India VIX dropped
2.38%. Among sectoral indices, several posted
gains including Nifty Consumer Durables up
0.58%, Nifty Auto rising 0.44%, Nifty Media
adding 0.24%, Nifty Realty gaining 0.22%, Nifty
Financial Services up 0.15%, Nifty Private Bank
rising 0.15%, and Nifty FMCG advancing 0.04%.

Karnataka plans 10-hour days for
tech sector employees Report

At present, Section 7 of the
Karnataka Shops and
Commercial Establishments Act,
1961, limits working hours to
nine per day, and allows a
maximum of 10 hours of
overtime in three months.

New Delhi The Karnataka government is

planning to increase daily working hours
for employees in the information
technology (IT) sector, reported the
Deccan Herald. The move has been met
with strong criticism from trade unions,
who say it will hurt workers’ rights and
damage work-life balance.At present,
Section 7 of the Karnataka Shops and
Commercial Establishments Act, 1961,
limits working hours to nine per day, and
allows a maximum of 10 hours of
overtime in three months. The total
overtime in this period cannot go beyond
50 hours. However, under the
government’s new proposal, the

maximum working hours would be

raised to 10 per day, with overtime
going up to 12 hours per day. The total
overtime allowed in three months
would also be increased from 50 to 144
hours.

SIMILAR MOVE IN ANDHRA
PRADESH

The Karnataka government’s proposal
follows a similar decision taken in
Andhra Pradesh, where the TDP-led
NDA government recently allowed

industry and trade unions to discuss
the possible amendment to the law.
The Karnataka State IT/ITeS
Employees Union (KITU) took part
in the meeting and clearly opposed
theidea. KITU called the proposal a
form of “modern-day slavery” and
said it would harm workers” health,
work-life balance, and job security.
The union appealed to all
employees in the sector to stand
together against the proposed

companies to increase the daily
working hours from nine to 10. The
change was made as part of the state’s
efforts to attract investment and make
doing business easier.Andhra Pradesh’s
Information and Public Relations
Minister, K Parthasarathy, said that the
state wants to make labour laws more
friendly for both workers and companies.
He also said that women, who were earlier
not allowed to work at night, can now do
so with certain safety rules like consent,
transport, security, and proper lighting at
the workplace.

The minister added, “When you work extra,

income will increase. By these rules,

women can work in the formal sector.
They empower women economically and
promote gender inclusion and industrial
growth.”But the move has also seen
opposition. CPI state secretary K
Ramakrishna said that the changes in
labour laws are against the interest of
workers and benefit companies more than
employees.

STRONG OPPOSITION FROM TRADE

UNIONS IN KARNATAKA

Several trade unions in Karnataka have

opposed the government’s reported plan
to extend working hours. On Wednesday,
the state Labour Department held a
meeting with representatives from the

changes.KITU leaders Suhas Adiga
and Lenil Babu, who attended the
meeting, said the law already allows up to
10 working hours per day including
overtime. They warned that the
amendment would make 12-hour shifts
legal and encourage companies to
introduce a two-shift system. This, they
said, could lead to job cuts and increased
pressure on workers.

Adiga said, “The government is trying to

normalise inhuman working conditions.
This change is not about improving
productivity—it is about keeping
corporate heads happy by turning human
beings into machines.”
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Huge blow to Indian diplomacy: Congress
slams Centre after Trump-Munir meet

Congress general
secretary in-charge
of communications
Jairam Ramesh said

Field Marshal Asim
Munir is not the
Head of State or
Head of
government of
Pakistan and is the
Chief of Army
Staff, yet he gets
invited by Trump
for lunch and
receives much

praise.

"This is the same man whose atrocious

government after US President Donald Trump
hosted Pakistan Army Chief Asim Munir for
lunch, saying it is a "huge blow" to Indian
diplomacy.

Congress general secretary in-charge of

communications Jairam Ramesh said
Field Marshal Asim Munir is not the
Head of State or Head of government of
Pakistan and is the Chief of Army Staff,
vet he gets invited by Trump for lunch
and receives much praise.

and inflammatory remarks formed the
immediate backdrop to the brutal
Pahalgam terror attacks orchestrated by
the establishment over which he
presides," Ramesh said on X. "It is a
huge blow to Indian diplomacy (and
huglomacy too0)," he said, taking a
swipe at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

The Congress has been taking swipes at Modi,

giving "hugs" to foreign heads of state during his
meetings with them at international or bilateral

New Delhi.The Congress on Thursday attacked the Meanwhile, Trump has said the two very smart

leaders of India and Pakistan decided not to
continue a war that could have turned nuclear, a
first in weeks. He did not claim credit for

e N\

stopping hostilities between the two
neighbouring nations. Trump made the remarks
while speaking to the media in the Oval Office
after hosting Munir for lunch at the White House
on Wednesday.
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When asked if Iran was discussed in his meeting

with Munir, Trump said:" Well, they know Iran

very well, better than most, and they're not happy

about anything. It's not that they're bad for Israel.
They know them both, actually, but they
probably, maybe they know Iran better,
but they see what's going on, and he
agreed with me.

"The reason I had him here is [ want to
thank him for not going into the war,
ending the war. And [ want to say, as you
know, Prime Minister Modi just left a
little while ago, and we're working on a
trade deal with India. We're working ona
trade deal with Pakistan" the president
said.

"They were both here, but I was with Modi
a few weeks ago. He was here actually,
but now we speak to him. And I'm so
happy that two smart people, plus, you
know, people on their staff too, but two

smart people, two very smart people, decided not

to keep going with that war. That could have been

a nuclear war.Those are two nuclear powers, big

ones, big, big nuclear powers, and they decided

that," he said.

ED raids 37 locations in Delhi
over Rs 2,000 crore classroom
construction scam

r

NEW DELHI. The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on
Wednesday conducted raids under provisions of the
Prevention of Money laundering Act (PMLA) at
multiple locations in the city in connection with its
probe into an alleged Rs 2,000 crore classroom
construction scam, which allegedly took place during
the previous AAP government.

The ED’s action has come after it recently registered a
case under criminal provisions of PMLA afier taking
cognisance of an Anti-Corruption Branch (ACB) FIR
with regard to the alleged scam. At least 37 premises of
private entities linked to the case have been raided by the
ED officials.

In its FIR on April 30, ACB has named former ministers
Manish Sisodia and Satyendar Jain and a few AAP
leaders. The FIR alleged that financial irregularities
worth Rs 2,000 crore were done in the construction of
over 12,000 classrooms in government schools between
2015-16 and 2022-23. The sources said the ED in its
Enforcement Case Information Report (ECIR),
equivalent to a police FIR, has also named the same
persons. AAP accused the BJP was using the ACB as a
“tool” to target its leaders. Sisodia had held the finance
and education portfolios in the AAP government and
Jain was in-charge of PWD and some other
departments.

IMD approves cloud seeding
pilot project

NEW DELHI. The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has approved Delhi’s pilot project on cloud
seeding aimed at mitigating air pollution and all the
preparations are complete, Delhi Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said on Wednesday.

He said the cloud-seeding flights will take off once
favourable weather conditions -- particularly the
presence of moisture-laden clouds -- are observed. “All
major permissions have been secured. Only minor
operational formalities -- such as final flight clearance --
are pending. All preparations are complete. Now we are
just waiting for the right clouds to appear. The moment
the weather cooperates, Delhi will witness its first
artificial rain,” Sirsa said. The minister said that the pilot
project reflects the government’s commitment to clean
air. “When we say ‘Right to Clean Air’, we mean it.
From anti-smog guns and sprinklers to strict dust
mitigation at construction sites, we are pushing every
boundary --and now even the skies -- for our people,” he
said. The project, titled *Technology Demonstration and
Evaluation of Cloud Seeding as an Alternative for Delhi
NCR Pollution Mitigation’, will be executed under the
leadership of IIT Kanpur, which will oversee the
scientific, technical and operational aspects of the effort.
Five aircraft-based sorties are planned over low-
security zones in northwest and outer Delhi. These
sorties, each lasting around 90 minutes and covering
approximately 100 square kilometres, will deploy a
custom cloud-seeding mixture using flare-based
systems mounted on specially equipped Cessna aircraft.
The formulation, developed by IIT Kanpur, includes
nanoparticles of silver iodide, iodised salt and rock salt.

The IMD will provide real-time meteorological data,
including cloud type, altitude, wind direction and dew
point to assist with flight planning. The seeding will
target Nimbostratus clouds located between 500 and
6,000 metres above ground level, with moisture levels
of at least 50 per cent. To assess effectiveness,
Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations
will track real-time changes in PM2.5 and PM 10 levels
in and around the seeding zones.

engagements, using the term "huglomacy" forit.

Trump also said he was honoured to meet Munir.

' Brass tree, silver pot, paintings: PM's gifts to

G7 leaders echo incredible India

A look at what Prime Minister Narendra Modi presented to

world leaders at the G7 Summit in Canada last weekend.

New Delhi. As PM Narendra Modi
met world leaders during the G7
Summit in Canada, which was held
over the weekend, he gified them a
variety of art and craft pieces
representing diverse Indian
traditions. The gifts for the world
leaders were sourced from various
parts of the country. Let’s explore
the unique gifts presented to each
leader and the rich cultural heritage
behind these handcrafted works.

Canadian Prime Minister
Carney

PM Modi gifted Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney a handcrafted
Brass Bodhi Tree during the G7
Summit in Canada. This intricate
sculpture from Bihar represents the
sacred tree where Buddha attained

Mark

enlightenment, symbolising wisdom,
peace and spiritual awakening.
French President Emmanuel Macron

Emmanuel Macron received a
handcrafted Dokra Nandi sculpture
from Tamil Nadu from PM Modi
during the G7 Summit in Canada.
Made using the ancient lost-wax

technique, the sculpture depicts
Nandi, Lord Shiva’s sacred
bull, featuring intricate open
latticework and a vibrant red
saddle that highlights
traditional Indian metal
artistry.
Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum Pardo
PM Modi gifted Mexican
President Claudia Sheinbaum
Pardo a traditional Warli
painting during the G7 Summit in
Canada. Originating from
Maharashtra’s Warli tribe, this folk art
uses simple white rice paste designs on
mud backgrounds to depict everyday
village life, featuring scenes like
farming, dancing and celebrations,
symbolising community and tradition.

Fire officials, cops among 10 eyewitnesses
who saw cash at Justice Varma's house

New Delhi. A Supreme Court-appointed
inquiry panel has, for the first time,
named the 10 eyewitnesses who saw
large quantities of cash inside the store
room of Justice Yashwant Varma's
official residence in Delhi.

The list includes fire officials, police
officers, and personnel from the
child rights body: Ankit Schwag,
Pradeep Kumar, Manoj Mehlawat,
Bhanwar Singh, Pravindra Malik,
and Suman Kumar — all officers
from the Delhi Fire Service (DFS);
Rajesh Kumar and Umesh Malik
from Tughlaq Road police station;
Roop Chand, a head constable; and
Sunil Kumar, an officer from the
Indian Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (ICPCR).

The panel found that these eyewitnesses
saw stacks of currency notes —
reportedly piled 1.5 feet high — in the
aftermath of a fire at the judge’s
residence in March. One witness
described being "shocked and
surprised" by the sheer volume of

cash, saying it was unlike anything he
had ever seen.

Despite the discovery, Justice Varma
made no effort to report the matter to
police or judicial authorities, the panel

noted. "No plausible explanation has
been given. The judge’s claim of lack
ofknowledge is unbelievable," it said.
The panel also flagged what it called
"unnatural conduct” by the judge,
highlighting how the store room —
access to which was exclusively
controlled by Justice Varma and his

family — was later cleaned out and the
cash disappeared. Visual evidence
reportedly showed some notes were
half-burnt.

Rejecting Justice Varma's defence that

the entire episode was a
conspiracy to malign him, the
inquiry committee stated:
“Currency notes were seen by
multiple people and recorded
in real time. It is implausible
they were planted to frame
him.”

The committee concluded there
was "sufficient substance" in
the allegations against the
Allahabad High Court judge
and has recommended his

removal. Justice Varma, who was

transferred back to the Allahabad High

Court following the incident, has not

been allotted any judicial work since.

He has neither resigned nor taken

voluntary retirement and continues to

claim the process against him is

“fundamentally unjust.”

Ghazipur mandi:
Filth, feathers and

Y
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NEW DELHL. At just past 3 am, the first truck
arrives—its towering stack of wire crates
squealing and shaking under the weight of
thousands of live chickens,

The Ghazipur poultry market, a key hub for the
wholesale poultry trade in the capital, is
already awake. Flashlights dart in the
darkness, middlemen shout prices and buyers
elbow through narrow, slippery lanes to claim
their stock before daybreak. By sunrise, the
stench of blood and decay hangs thick in the
air. Kites circle low overhead, hoping for
scraps. Stray dogs scavenge around heaps of
discarded feathers, entrails and bones.

In gumboots slick with muck, workers pull

birds from cramped cages and slit their throats
in swift, practised motions. The viscera is
tossed into handcarts, blood swept away with
brooms and trickling water, forming crimson
puddles that run into open drains.

Photography is strictly prohibited and women

are barred from entering. Yet residents of
nearby colonies complain that the stench
spreads across several streets. The adjacent
drain, they say, turns red every morning.
Outside the market gate. sellers have illegally
constructed tin-shed stalls, taking over the
space above the drain. The market rarely sees
proper cleaning and during rain, pools of
filthy water collect in every corner, stagnating
for days. Technically, the slaughter lines
operate on land owned by the Delhi
Agricultural Marketing Board (DAMB). But
in practice, much of what goes on at Ghazipur
violates national regulations for animal
slaughter. These rules require hygienic
handling of blood and offal. hand-washing
stations, tool sterilisers and closed drainage
systems. Eyewitnesses and repeated
inspections confirm: Ghazipur has none of
these.

Supreme Court directs cops to

ensure safety of minor

seeking marriage annulment
NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court on Wednesday

in its interim order directed the Bihar director
general of police (DGP) and the Delhi police
commissioner to provide adequate security to a
minor girl who was allegedly forced into a
marriage with a contractor, and is now seeking its
annulment after escaping from her in-laws’
house. A bench of Justices Ujjal Bhuyan and
Manmohan also directed the senior police
officers to ensure that no harm is caused to her or
her friend who held her escape. The court also
sought a status report from the police on the next
date ofhearing on July 15.

In her plea, the girl claimed to have been forcibly

married to Bihar-based contractor Jai Shankar on
December 9, 2024, when she was 16 and a half
years old, towards the repayment of the debts
owed by her parents. Alleging physical abuse by
the 33-year-old man, she also sought the
annulment of her marriage with him under the
Prohibition of Child Marnage Act, 2006.

“Her husband, who is a civil contractor, claimed

that the petitioner’s parents were indebted to
them and she would have to continue in the
marriage rather than go for further studies to
pursue her dream of becoming a teacher or a
lawyer,” her plea said. The girl also claimed that
she was on the run with a friend, and feared for
their lives if they returned to Bihar. She said she
was sent away immediately after the wedding
ceremony, even though her Class 10 board
examinations were due to start,

Air India black box damaged, to be sent to
US to decode crash mystery: Report

Ahmedabad plane crash:

Presently, India is not
equipped to extract data
from black boxes that have

sustained heavy damage.
The temperature in and
around the crash site
reached about 1,000

degrees Celsius.

8 B ———

New Delhi. India is likely to send the black
box recovered from the ill-fated Air India
flight AI 171, which crashed in
Ahmedabad last week, to the United States
for data recovery as the recorder sustained
heavy external damage due to the fire, a
report in Economic Times said.

Presently, India is not equipped to extract
data from black boxes that have sustained

heavy damage. Thus, according to the
report, the Flight Data Recorder (FDR)
will be sent to the Washington-based
laboratory of the National Safety
Transport Board (NTSB) for analysis.

The report will then be :
shared with the
government's Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), which
is probing the horrific
crash.

The report said the time to
extract data from the
black box could range
from days to months,
depending on the extent

passengers and crew on board and over The AAIB, which has been given three
two dozen others on the ground, dead. months to complete the probe, recovered

Such was the intensity that the temperature  the cockpit voice recorder (CVR) as well
in and around the crash site reached about  as the flight data recorder (FDR) two days

after the crash.

The CVR, which captures audio
from the cockpit, including pilot
conversations, and FDR
collectively form what is known

i asthe"black box".

Decoding the black box is
significant as it would provide
an in-depth insight into what led
to the crash and the moments
before the tragedy itself.

While the exact reason behind the
crash will only be known after

of damage. decoding the black box, an
IMPORTANCE OF aviation expert has suggested
BLACK BOX dual engine failure as a possible

Last week, the London-
bound Air India flight, a
Boeing 787 Dreamliner,
crashed into the BJ
Medical College hostel building in
Ahmedabad within seconds of take-off.
The tragedy left 274 people, including 241

cause.

Former US Navy pilot Captain
Steve Scheibner, in an interview
with India Today, suggested that

the deployment of the ram air turbine

(RAT) shortly after takeoff pointed to a

dual engine failure,

1,000 degrees Celsius. This probably
explains why the black box, despite being
designed to survive extreme conditions,
suffered such extensive damage.
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Early humans survived in a
range of extreme
environments before global
migration, study says

WASHINGTON: Humans are the only animal that
lives in virtually every possible environment, from
rainforests to deserts to tundra.

This adaptability is a skill that long predates the
modern age. According to a new study published
Wednesday in Nature, ancient Homo sapiens
developed the flexibility to survive by finding food
and other resources in a wide variety of difficult
habitats before they dispersed from Africa about
50,000 years ago.“Our superpower is that we are
ecosystem generalists,” said Eleanor Scerri, an
evolutionary archaeologist at the Max Planck
Institute of Geoanthropology in Jena, Germany.

Our species first evolved in Africa around 300,000
years ago. While prior fossil finds show some groups
made carly forays outside the continent, lasting
human settlements in other parts of the world didn’t
happen until a series of migrations around 50,000
years ago.“What was different about the
circumstance of the migrations that succeeded —
why were humans ready this time?” said study co-
author Emily Hallett, an archaeologist at Loyola
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Homeland insecurity: Expelled
Afghans seek swift return to

Since April and a renewed
deportation drive, some 200,000
Afghans have spilled over the two
main horder crossings from Pakistan,
entering on trucks loaded with
hastily packed belongings.

N
PESHAWAR. Pakistan says it has expelled

more than a million Afghans in the past two
years, yet many have quickly attempted to
return -- preferring to take their chances
dodging the law than struggle for existence
in a homeland some had never even seen
before."Going back there would be
sentencing my family to death," said
Hayatullah, a 46-year-old Afghan deported
via the Torkham border crossing in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province in early 2024.

Hayatullah, a pseudonym,

Since April and a renewed deportation drive,

some 200,000 Afghans have spilled over

the two main border crossings from g

Pakistan, entering on trucks loaded with
hastily packed belongings. But they carry
little hope of starting over in the
impoverished country, where girls are
banned from school after primary level.
returned to
Pakistan a month after being deported,
travelling around 800 kilometres south to
the Chaman border crossing in Balochistan,
because for him, life in Afghanistan "had
come to a standstill."He paid a bribe to
cross the Chaman frontier, "like all the day
labourers who regularly travel across the
border to work on the other side."His wife
and three children -- including daughters,
aged 16 and 18, who would be denied
education in Afghanistan -- had managed to
avoid arrest and deportation.

Hayatullah moved the family to Peshawar,

the capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and a

region mostly populated by Pashtuns -- the
largest ethnic group in Afghanistan.
"Compared to Islamabad, the police here
don't harass us as much," he said.

The only province governed by the

opposition party of former Prime Minister
Imran Khan -- who is now in prison and in
open conflict with the federal government -
- Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is considered a
refuge of relative security for Afghans.

Samad Khan, a 38-year-old Afghan who also

spoke using a pseudonym, also chose to
relocate his family to Peshawar. Born in

eastern Pakistan's Lahore city, he set foot
in Afghanistan for the first time on April
22 -- the day he was deported."We have no
relatives in Afghanistan, and there's no
sign of life. There's no work, no income,
and the Taliban are extremely strict," he
said.

At first, Khan tried to fin work in a country
where 85 percent of the population lives
on less than one dollar a day, but after a
few weeks he instead found a way back to

Pakistan. "I paid 50,000 rupees (around
$180) to an Afghan truck driver," he said,
using one of his Pakistani employees' ID
cards to cross the border.

Khan rushed back to Lahore to bundle his

belongings and wife and two children --
who had been left behind -- into a vehicle,
and moved to Peshawar. "I started a second-
hand shoe business with the support of a
friend. The police here don't harass us like
they do in Lahore, and the overall
environment is much better," he told AFP.

University Chicago.Earlier theories held that Stone
Age humans might have made a single important
technological advance or developed a new way of
sharing information, but researchers haven’t found
evidence to back that up.This study took a different
approach by looking at the trait of flexibility itself.
The scientists assembled a database of archaeological
sites showing human presence across Africa from
120,000 to 14,000 years ago. For each site,
researchers modeled what the local climate would
have been like during the time periods that ancient
humans lived there.“There was a really sharp change
in the range of habitats that humans were using
starting around 70,000 years ago,” Hallet said. “We
saw a really clear signal that humans were living in
more challenging and more extreme environments.”
While humans had long survived in savanna and
forests, they shifted into everything from dense
rainforests to arid deserts in the period leading up to
50,000 years ago, developing what Hallet called an
“ecological flexibility that let them succeed.”

Congo, Rwanda to ink peace
deal on June 27 in push to
end eastern Congo fighting

DAKAR. Congo and Rwanda will sign a peace
agreement in Washington on June 27, a joint press
release from the nations and the US State Department
said Wednesday. Both countries have agreed to the
terms of the deal aimed at ending fighting in eastern
Congo.Congo has accused Rwanda of backing M23
rebels in the east of the country. UN experts say the
rebels are supported by about 4,000 troops from the
neighboring nation.The decades-long conflict
escalated in January, when the M23 rebels advanced
and seized the strategic Congolese city of Goma,
followed by the town of Bukavu in February.

The draft agreement includes "provisions on respect for
territorial integrity and a prohibition of hostilities;
disengagement, disarmament, and conditional
integration of non-state armed groups,” a joint
statement said. The agreement that will be signed also
includes a commitment to respecting territorial
integrity and the conditional integration of non-state
armed groups. Both countries have in the past held
peace talks that have largely stalled, including talks
hosted by Qatar.Corneille Nangaa, leader of the
Congo River Alliance, a coalition of rebel groups, told
The Associated Press in April that international
sanctions and Congo’s proposed minerals deal with
the United States in search of peace would not stop the
fighting.M23 is one of about 100 armed groups that
have been vying for a foothold in mineral-rich eastern
Congo near the border with Rwanda. The conflict has
created one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises
and has displaced more than 7 million people.

Putin says Russia could help
broker a deal between Iran
and Israel

ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA. Russian President
Vladimir Putin offered Wednesday to help mediate
an end to the conflict between Israel and Iran,
suggesting Moscow could help negotiate a settlement
that could allow Tehran to pursue a peaceful atomic
program while assuaging Israeli security concerns.

Speaking to senior news leaders of international news
agencies, Putin noted that "it's a delicate issue," but

In a first, Trump says leaders of India
and Pcukls’rqn 'decided’ to stop conflict

For the first fime in weeks,
Trump did not claim credit for
stopping India-Pakistan
tensions after earlier saying
trade pressure helped avert a
military conflict.

EW YORK/WASHINGTON. US
President Donald Trump said the two
"very smart" leaders of India and
Pakistan "decided" not to continue a
war that could have turned nuclear, the
first time in weeks he did not credit
himself for stopping of hostilities
between the two neighbouring nations.

Trump made the remarks while speaking
to the media in the Oval Office after
hosting Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff,
Asim Munir, for lunch at the White
House on Wednesday. Trump said he
was "honoured" to meet Munir. When
asked if Iran was discussed in his

meeting with Munir, Trump said: "Well,
they know Iran very well, better than
most, and they're not happy about
anything. It's not that they're bad with
Israel. They know them both, actually,

but they probably, maybe they know
Iran better, but they see what's going on,
and he agreed with me.""The reason I
had him here, I want to thank him for
not going into the war, ending the war.
And I want to thank, as you know,
Prime Minister Modi just left a little
while ago, and we're working on a trade
deal with India. We're working on a

trade deal with Pakistan," the president
said."They were both here, but I was
with Modi a few weeks ago. He was
here actually, but now we speak to him.
And I'm so happy that two smart people,
plus you know, people on their
staff too, but two smart people,
two very smart people decided not
to keep going with that war. That
could have been a nuclear war.
Those are two nuclear powers, big
ones, big, big nuclear powers, and
they decided."This is the first time
in weeks when Trump did not take
credit for stopping the military
conflict between India and
Pakistan.Since May 10, when
India and Pakistan decided to stop
the military conflict, Trump has
repeatedly claimed on multiple
occasions that he "helped settle"
tensions between the two countries and
that he told the nuclear-armed South
Asian neighbours that America would
do a "lot of trade" with them if they
stopped the conflict.

Myanmar's Aung San Suu
Kyi marks 80th i in |unic| jail

YANGON, Myanmar's deposed
democratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi
marked her 80th birthday in junta
detention on Thursday, serving a raft
of sentences set to last the rest of her
life.Suu Kyi was the figurehead of
Myanmar's decade-long democratic
thaw, becoming de facto leader as it
opened up from military rule.But as
the generals snatched back power in a
2021 coup, she was locked up on
charges ranging from corruption to
breaching Covid-19 pandemic
restrictions and is serving a 27-year
sentence.It will be hard to be
celebrating at the moment," said her
47-year-old son Kim Aris from the UK.

"We've learned to endure whe it's been
going on so long."He is running 80
kilometres (50 miles) over the eight
days leading up to her birthday, and has
collected over 80,000 well-wishing
video messages for his mother.But Suu
Kyi will not see them, sequestered in
Myanmar's sprawling capital
Naypyidaw from where the military
directs a civil war against guerilla

'(l idb¢ '
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fighters.Aris said he has heard from his
mother only once via letter two years
ago since she was imprisoned.

"We have no idea what condition she's
in," he said.While she remains hugely
popular in the majority Buddhist
country, her status as a democracy icon
abroad collapsed before the military
takeover after she defended the
generals in their crackdown against the
Rohingya Muslim minority.Hundreds
of thousands were sent fleeing to
neighbouring Bangladesh under her
rule, though some argued she was
powerless against the lingering

influence of Myanmar's
military.Nonetheless
institutions and figures that
once showered Suu Kyi with
awards rapidly distanced
themselves, and her second
round of imprisonment has
received far less international
attention.Suu Kyi, the daughter
of Myanmar independence
hero Aung San, became a
champion of democracy almost
by accident.After spending much of
her youth abroad, she returned in 1988
to nurse her sick mother but began
leading anti-military protests crushed
by a crackdownShe was locked up for
15 years, most of it in her family's
Yangon lakeside mansion where she
still drew crowds for speeches over the
boundary wall.The military offered
freedom if she went into exile but her
poised refusal thrust her into the
spotlight and won her the 1991 Nobel
Peace Prize.This time, she disappeared
from the public eye on the eve of the
coup.

Canada admits to Khalistan
extremism on its soil, then
accuses India of meddling

world. In a first, Canada’s top intelligence agency
officially acknowledged that Khalistani extremists are
operating from within its borders, even as it accused
India of meddling and espionage.In its latest annual
report to parliament, the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service (CSIS) confirmed what India has long alleged:
that pro-Khalistan extremists are using Canadian soil to
promote separatism, raise funds, and plan violent
actions in India.“Khalistani extremists continue to use
Canada as a base for the promotion, fundraising or
planning of violence primarily in India,” the report

stated, the first time the agency has publicly labelled
such individuals as “extremists.”The CSIS noted that
since the 1980s, Canada-based Khalistani extremists
(CBKEs) have pursued a campaign to create an
independent Sikh state in Punjab, often through violent
means. New Delhi has for years accused Ottawa of
turning a blind eye to anti-India elements operating in

Canada. The CSIS admission is a long-overdue
acknowledgement of the threat.Yet, in the same breath,
the agency also named India as one of the “main
perpetrators of foreign interference and espionage” in
Canada, alongside China, Russia, Iran, and
Pakistan.“Indian officials, including their Canada-
based proxy agents, engage in a range of activities that
seek to influence Canadian communities and
politicians,” the report alleged. It warned that such
activities, if deceptive or threatening, amount to foreign
interference.This dual position puts Canada in a
diplomatic bind, especially as Prime Minister Mark
Carney’s government tries to reset ties with New Delhi
following months of standoff over the killing of
Khalistani terrorists Hardeep Singh Nijjar in British
Columbia last year.The report claimed that the Nijjar
case revealed “links between the Government of India
and criminal networks,” and said it represented “a
significant escalation in India’s repression efforts
against the Khalistan movement.”“In particular, real
and perceived Khalistani extremism emerging from
Canada continues to drive Indian foreign interference

Hospital in southern Israel hit by Iranian missile;
Israel strikes Arak heavy water reactor

added that "in my view, a solution could be found."

Asked how Russia would react if Israel kills Iran's
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Putin
refused to answer, saying that "I don't even want to
discuss such a possibility."Khamenei has rejected US
calls for surrender in the face of more Israeli strikes
and warned that any military involvement by the
Americans would cause "irreparable damage to
them."Putin said he shared Moscow's proposals with
Iran, Israel and the United States."We are not
imposing anything on anyone; we are simply talking
about how we see a possible way out of the situation.
But the decision, of course, is up to the political
leadership of all these countries, primarily Iran and
Israel," he said.Russia has maintained a delicate
balancing act in the Middle East for decades, trying to
navigate its warm relations with Israel even as it
developed strong economic and military ties with
Iran, a policy that could allow Moscow to play power
broker.Putin's comments follow a mediation offer
that he made in a call with U.S. President Donald
Trump last weekend. Trump said Wednesday that he
told Putin to stay focused on finding an endgame to
his own conflict with Ukraine."I said, 'Do me a favor,
mediate your own,"" Trump said he told Putin. "I said,
'Vladimir, let's mediate Russia first. You can worry
about this later.'

Iranian state TV reported the

attack on the Arak site,

saying there was “no

radiation danger whatsoever.”

TEL AVIV. An Iranian missile slammed into

the main hospital in southern Israel early
Thursday, wounding people and causing
“extensive damage," according to the
medical facility. Israeli media aired footage
of blown-out windows and heavy black
smoke.Separate Iranian strikes hit a high-
rise apartment building in Tel Aviv and
other sites in central Israel. At least 40
people were wounded, according to Israel's
Magen David Adomrescue service.

Israel, meanwhile, carried out strikes on

Iran's Arak heavy water reactor, its latest
attack on Iran's sprawling nuclear program,
on the seventh day of a conflict that began
with a surprise wave of Israeli airstrikes
targeting military sites, senior officers and

nuclear scientists.Iran has fired hundreds
of missiles and drones at Israel, though
most have been shot down by Israel's
multi-tiered air defenses, which detect
incoming fire and shoot down missiles
heading toward population centers and
critical infrastructure. Israeli officials
acknowledge itis imperfect.

The missile hit the Soroka Medical Center,
which has over 1,000 beds and provides |

services to the approximately one million
residents of Israel’s south. A hospital
statement said several parts of the medical

there was
whatsoever.”
An Iranian state television reporter, speaking
live in the nearby town of Khondab, said
the facility had been evacuated and there

“no radiation danger

Israel had lifted some restrictions on daily
life Wednesday, suggesting the missile
threat from Iran on its territory was easing.

Already, Israel’s campaign has targeted

Iran’s enrichment site at Natanz, centrifuge
workshops around Tehran and a nuclear
site in Isfahan. Its strikes have also killed
top generals and nuclear scientists.

A Washington-based Iranian human rights

center were damaged and that the .

emergency room was treating several
minor injuries. The hospital was closed to
all new patients except for life-threatening
cases.Many hospitals in Israel activated
emergency plans in the past week,
converting underground parking to
hospital floors and move patients
underground, especially those who are on
ventilators or are difficult to move
quickly.No radiation danger’ after strike on
reactorlranian state TV, meanwhile,
reported the attack on the Arak site, saying

was no damage to civilian areas around the
reactor.Israel had warned earlier Thursday
morning it would attack the facility and
urged the public to flee the area. The Israeli
military said Thursday’s round of airstrikes
targeted Tehran and other areas of Iran,
without elaborating. The strikes came a day
after Iran’s supreme leader rejected US
calls for surrender and warned that any
military involvement by the Americans
would cause “irreparable damage to them.”

group said at least 639 people, including
263 civilians, have been killed in Iran and
more than 1,300 wounded. In retaliation,
Iran has fired some 400 missiles and
hundreds of drones, killing at least 24
people in Israel and wounding hundreds.

Arak had been redesigned to address nuclear

concerns

The Arak heavy water reactor is 250

kilometers (155 miles) southwest of
Tehran. Heavy water helps cool nuclear
reactors, but it produces plutonium as a
byproduct that can potentially be used in
nuclear weapons. That would provide Iran
another path to the bomb beyond enriched
uranium, should it choose to pursue the
weapon.
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India start new era without Kohli

and Rohit against England

LONDON. Shubman Gill will be in the
spotlight as a new-look India, without star
batsmen Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma, bid to
end their 18-year wait for a Test series win in
England.Gill succeeded Rohit as captain
after the latter announced his retirement from
Test cricket last month.Just days later, Kohli
said he was bowing out of red-ball
internationals as well.Gill also has the
additional responsibility of filling Kohli's
shoes at number four in the batting order.

India vice-captain Rishabh Pant on Wednesday
revealed that was where his new skipper
would bat in the first of a five-Test series
against England starting at Headingley on
Friday.The 25-year-old Gill has a modest
Test batting average of 35 in 32 matches, a
figure that drops to 29 in away games and
declines even further to under 15 in three
matches in England.India's number four
position has been dominated during the past
three decades by all-time batting great Sachin
Tendulkar and Kohli, who in that specific
position scored 21,056 runs between them in

278 Tests.Gill's first challenge will be
ensuring the demands of captaincy don't
detract from his batting in England, where
India have won just three Test series -- in
1971, 1986 and 2007.Thus far Gill has made
all the right noises, saying last month: "I
believe in leading by example -- not just by
performance, but, I think, off the field by
discipline and hard work."He will have the
ebullient Pant to lean on after the
wicketkeeper-batsman's return from a life-
threatening car crash in 2022, while opener
Yashavsi Jaiswal is one of the game's rising
stars.But it is not just in batting where India --
who have had limited warm-up time in
England -- must cope without stalwart
performers.Jasprit Bumrah is arguably the
best all-format bowler in world cricket at
present but, following a back injury lay-off,
the quick may only play in three of the five
Tests given the tight schedule.

Veteran off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin has
retired from Test cricket, while experienced
Mohammed Shami, not fully fit following
ankle surgery last year, has been omitted.If
there are concerns about India's ability to take
the 20 wickets they need to win a match,
those doubts apply to England as well.

WTC 2025-27: Australia
play most Tests, Sri
Lanka least

New Delhi. The new cycle of the World Test
Championship has already begun, just days
after South Africa were crowned as the
champions of the third edition of the
tournament. South Africa's win was seen as a
story of incredible grit and perseverance,
given they had given up hope on the
competition midway through the
cycle.Inspired by Aiden Markram's
sensational 4th innings hundred and two
gritty knocks from captain Temba Bavuma,
South Africa beat the mighty Australians,
who were favourites to clinch the title.The
victory was seen as refreshing from a neutral
perspective, as fans saw the result as a win for
Test cricket, as the South African team came

b
-

together for a sensational run in the red-ball
format, eventually breaking their 27-year
wait for an ICC title. However, there was one
thing that laser-eyed fans could not ignore. It
was the number of Test matches that South
Africaplayed in their WTC cycle.

South Africa reached the summit clash of the
WTC 2025 by playing just 12 Test matches.
This was the lowest among all teams in the
tournament. In comparison, England played
22, Australia and India 19, and New Zealand
and Pakistan 14.1t did not sit well with many
fans that South Africa did not play Australia
and England en route to the finals and only
played 2 matches at home against India. The
argument was that India, Australia, and
England play 5 matches against each other,
meaning that they compete against tougher
opposition more frequently.On that note,
here's the complete breakdown of matches
that teams will be playing in the WTC cycle.
It needs to be noted that these fixtures were
already agreed in advance with the FTP —
ICC's Future Tours Programme.

Jose Mourinho vs Turkish FA: Fenerbahce

demand investigation after leaked texts
SEER NI

««Fenerbahce demand investigation of

the Turkish disciplinary authority

««Jose Mourinho was allegedly

targetted by the Turkish FA

«« Mourinho has been critical of the

Turkish referees in the league

Noida. Turkish football club, Fenerbahe have

released a statement demanding an
investigation into the alleged leaked text
messages by the Turkish FA, which involve
hostile statements being made about the club
and their manager, Jose Mourinho.The club
released their statement on X, where they
want an explanation regarding the alleged

that “We will make him pay for this next
season. He has been tolerated too much".

leaked text messages from the members of  Additionally reports from The Mirror, also

the Professional Football Disciplinary Board
(PFDK), which were targeting the club
impartially.Various reports claim that the
board members had some of their messages
leaked on the internet, and the conversations
allegedly included the President implying

suggest that the members of the Turkish
Football Federation, including the club
president, Celal Nuri Demirturk have
resigned as well.A club spokesperson was
reportedly quoted as saying, “Our club has
made an official application to the Turkish

Football Federation in response to the
correspondence that has been made public
today and is claimed to belong to members of
the Professional Football Disciplinary
Board".Mourinho made the sensational
switch to the Turkish club back in June, the
previous year, following his three-year stint
with the Serie A side, Roma.During his time
in Turkey, the Portuguese manager has often

Indian foothall body drops ISL from 2025-26
calendar, future of league in doubt

«AIFF's official 2025—26 calendar
omits Indian Super League

«ISL organisers inform clubs
season won't start without MRA

dlarity
«FSDL manages ISL under a Master

Rights Agreement expiring
December 2025

New Delhi. The All India Football Federation
has dropped its top-tier tournament — the
Indian Super League — from its roster for
2025-26. The AIFF, in an official release,
put out its calendar for 2025-26, which did
not feature the competition, which has been
running since 2014.According to media
reports, uncertainty looms over the future of
the Indian Super League. Several clubs have
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been informed by the league's organisers
that the next season will not begin until there
is clarity on the Master Rights Agreement
(MRA), According to the Times of India. A
MRA is a legal contract that outlines the
ownership and usage rights of a product in
use, in this case, the ISL.Football Sports
Development Limited (FSDL) — a joint
venture between Reliance and Star —
manages the ISL and serves as the

Gautam Gambhir will enjoy
a young captain: Sanjay

«Manjrekar believes Gambhir will
relish working with a young
captain like Gill

«He compared Gill's appointment to

Azharuddin who was made captain

in the 90s

«Manjrekar feels Gill will not come
into the series under pressure

New Delhi. Former Indian cricketer Sanjay
Manjrekar believes that the head coach of
the Indian cricket team, Gautam Gambhir,
will enjoy working with a young captain as
they prepare to embark on their first big
challenge, the England tour, to begin their
new World Test Championship (2025-2027)

season.Manjrekar compared the results
seen in India's T20I side, where
Suryakumar Yadav was made the new
captain after Rohit Sharma's retirement
from the shortest format, following the T20
World Cup win. He believes that Gambhir
will be able to bring out similar results in
red-ball cricket with Gill at the helm.Gill
was appointed captain of the Test side
before the tour of England. He replaced
Rohit Sharma, who retired from the longest
format of the game weeks before Virat Kohli
called it quits. Rishabh Pant was named
vice-captain of a side that is undergoing

commercial partner of
the All India Football
Federation (AIFF).
According to TOI, the
FSDL signed a 15-year
MRA with AIFF in
2010, under which it
pays the federation
either Rs 50 crore
annually or 20% of total
revenue, whichever is
higher. This agreement
is set to expire in
December 2025.Since
last week, senior FSDL
officials have met club owners individually
and informed them that the ISL won’t start
unless the MRA’s future is clarified,” a
source told TOL

“It’s well known that the MRA can’t be

finalised overnight. And with the Supreme
Court expected to rule on the new AIFF
Constitution soon, there’s widespread
uncertainty,” the source added.

working with
Manjrekar

transition."Gautam Gambhir, as coach, will
enjoy a young captain with him. You can see
him as a coach when he's playing with
Suryakumar Yadav as the Indian captain
versus, you know, Rohit Sharma. He'll enjoy
that job. So there's going to be a better kind
of relationship between the captain and the
coach," Manjrekar told ESPNCricinfo.

'GILLHASNOTHINGTO LOSE'
Manjrekar compared Gill's appointment to be

similar to that of Mohammed Azharuddin,
who was made captain back in 1989
following Krishnamachari Srikkanth's
removal."The advantage that Shubman Gill
has, this team has it was a bit like the team in
the 90s when we went to New Zealand,
where Mohammed Azharuddin, out of the
blue as a young cricketer, was made the
captain. You go with the feeling that you've
got nothing to lose," he commented.The
former cricketer is also of the opinion that
Gill may have had to push himself for the
role, considering the senior stalwarts like
Virat Kohli and Rohit called time on their
Test careers.

found himself in the middle of controversy
across several incidents. One of the major
incidents was when rivals, Galatasaray
accused Mourinho of making racist
comments which prompted the Fenerbahce
manager to hit back by suing the club for
wrongful claims as well.

In addition, Mourinho has been critical of the

Turkish referees in the league and VAR as
well during the domestic campaign.

Mourinho's results in Turkey
In his first season with Fenerbahce, he

finished second in the league standings
with 84 points, 11 points short of the top
where Galatasaray took the league title.

| In the Europa League, the club went down in

the Round of 16 clash against Rangers,
where they fell short during the penalty
shoot-out, despite coming back with a 2-0
win in the second leg to even things out.Now
his future remains uncertain with the club
and it will be interesting to see of 'The
Special One' will continue in Turkey or if he
will make the move to another club or better
yet, a Premier League return with another
club.

If Shubman Gill shows
white-ball form at No.4,
the world is his oyster:

Dinesh Karthik

New Delhi. Former India wicketkeeper-batter

Dinesh Karthik said Shubman Gill will be
well served if he is able to replicate his white-
ball form in Test cricket. Gill will take up a
new role in the batting order as he will be
India's new No.4 following the retirement of
Virat Kohli in Test cricket. The India captain's
new role was revealed by Rishabh Pant during
the press conference on Wednesday, June 18.

This will be the third new batting spot for Gill

since the start of his Test career, after
beginning as an opener and playing at No.3 in
the past few years. Speaking in a video on his
official Instagram account, Karthik said that
Gill would know about the expectations on
him and the new India captain will be eager to
win over the dressing room."Shubman Gill,
who is going to take over the mantle from the
King. That's a big one, but he knows. He wants
to win that dressing room. If he gets going
with the bat and shows the form he has shown
in white-ball cricket, the world is his oyster,"
said Karthik.The pressure is certainly on
India's new Test
skipper. Considering
the lack of runs from
the batters in the last
few series, Gill will
certainly be expected
to shoulder that
responsibility while
also ensuring his
captaincy when on
the field is on the
mark.Gill has scored
1893 runs in 32
Tests, scoring six hundreds.

The Punjab Kings captain, however, has

struggled in overseas conditions, especially in
SENA (South Africa, England, New Zealand
and Australia), averaging. Gill averages 25.70
in 11 Tests. Gill has scored only two fifties,
both of them coming in Australia. The young
captain has managed just 88 runs in three Tests
at an average of 14.66.In contrast, Gill has
2775 runs in one-day internationals at an
average of 59.04. He has hit eight hundreds,
including a double hundred in his nascent
career.Vice-captain Rishabh Pant confirmed
Gill will bat at No. 4, a position that was long
occupied by Virat Kohli who retired in May.

Karthik named his playing XI for the first Test

and started off with KL Rahul and Yashasvi
Jaiswal at the top of the order. The former
wicketkeeper-batter felt that Jaiswal was
ready for the challenge and said that Sai
Sudharsan, who impressed in IPL 2025, will
beatNo.3.

Hope both of us play fogether for long: KL Rahul
lauds childhood buddy Karun Nair's resolve

Rahul, who had a stellar IPL
season with the bat, backed Nair
to do well in his comeback
series.

LEEDS. Senior batter K L Rahul is quite

excited about Karun Nair's return to India's
Test fold in the five-match series against
England starting here on Friday as he
believes that his childhood teammate has
displayed commendable resolve while
dealing with the hardships of being left out in
the past.Nair and Rahul, both 33, have played
age-group cricket together since their
childhood and are close friends.

While Rahul has been a part of the Indian set-

up, Nair endured a prolonged eight-year snub
despite a good Test beginning, including a
triple hundred against England.

"We started playing cricket as 11-year-old
boys together and we have been on this
journey ever since. Both of us have had
our ups and downs.
opportunity, scored a triple hundred,
faced a bit of tough time after that for a lot
of reasons," Rahul told IPL side Delhi
Capitals' media team after the season that
concluded earlier this month."But what
has stood out is the way he has performed
in the last 2-3 years," he added referring
to Nair's stellar run for Karnataka in the
domestic circuit. Rahul said Nair relied
on going "back to basics" during his time
away from international cricket."We have
spoken about his time in the UK and him
having played County cricket, and the
difficulties and the challenges that he faced.

"To have that drive to make a comeback to the
Indian team despite all the hardships is
commendable. I hope both of us can play for
a very long time for the Indian team," he

He got his |

said.Rahul, who had a stellar IPL season with
the bat, backed Nair to do well in his
comeback series.Talking about his own
preparations for the series, the right-handed
batter said he began right after the IPL."I
spoke to my coach as well to get prepared for
this assignment. It's always a challenge
coming to England as they are a pretty good
side, especially when they play at home. It's

going to be a challenge for all of us as
we are a comparatively young team,"
he said.
Kohli, Rohit will be missed
Rahul reiterated that the dressing room
would miss Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma, both of whom retired from
Tests last month."Virat and Rohit have
been the pillars of Indian cricket for
the last decade or so, and not having
them around will be a huge miss. In
my whole career so far, I have never
walked into a team where there is no
Virat or Rohit," he said."The 50-odd
Test matches that I have played, either Virat
or Rohit or both of them have been there. To
walk into that dressing room feels a bit
strange. But of course, you have to respect
their decision."They have given absolutely
everything for the country and they will
remain legends of Indian cricket. But it's time
for the rest of us to step up," he concluded.
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Since Parineeti frequently visits Delhi due to Raghav Chadha’s parliament sessions, many noted the
actress’s absence from her uncle’s funeral. Parineeti Chopra’s father, Pawan Chopra, and brother Sahaj
Chopra were also present at the funeral and were seen consoling Mannara and her family. However,
Parineeti herself was noticeably absent from the final rites. The actress later took to her Instagram Story
to share picturesque locations from London, seemingly hinting at why she was missing from the last
rites. While Priyanka Chopra Jonas, who lives abroad, could not attend either. she paid tribute on social
media. Sharing a photo on Instagram Stories, Priyanka wrote, “You’ll always be in our hearts. Rest

seen

carrying her father’s
mortal
herself. At one point,
she nearly fainted and
~ had to be supported
by grieving family
members, including
- her mother, Kamini
Chopra Handa.
Mannara Chopra had earlier shared an official statement on her father’s demise: “With profound grief
and sorrow, we inform the sad demise of our loving father who left us for his heavenly abode on
16/06/2025. He was the pillar of strength for our family."
Raman Handa was a practising lawyer at the Delhi High Court. He is survived by his wife, Kamini and
" daughters Mannara and Mitali. Kamini is the paternal aunt of Priyanka Chopra and Parineeti Chopra,
placing the family in close relation.
nnara, known for her work in Telugu and Hindi films, garnered widespread attention after finishing as
the second runner-up on Bigg Boss 17, She has continued to receive public support as she mourns the

-

Handa,

insisting on

remains

personal loss with her family.

Kriti Sanon

Joins Dhanush For Raanjhanaa Screening;
Sonam Kapoor Gives It A Miss

skirt. Her open hair, soft makeup, and confident aura
completed the look—elegant and playful, much like her
onscreen presence. Dhanush, on the other hand, opted for an
effortlessly sharp black suit with a matching tee and layered
necklaces. His sleeves were rolled up, adding a hint of casual
charm to his tailored look.

s Aanand L Rai’s Raanjhanaa approaches its 12th
anniversary on June 21, 2025, the film continues to
resonate deeply with audiences. A special fan screening
of the 2013 romantic classic was held in Mumbai ahead of the
milestone, and it turned into a nostalgic evening for movie

lovers. Dhanush, who played the iconic Kundan Shankar,
arrived at the event along with director Aanand L Rai and

\.\I
actor Kriti Sanon, who will be seen next with Dhanush in
Rai’s upcoming project Tere Ishk Mein. Notably, Sonam
Kapoor, the original film’s lead actress, was missing from the
celebration.

On the red carpet, Kriti Sanon looked striking in a scalloped
wine-hued cut-out bodice paired with a flowy coral-orange

Speaking about

Raanjhanaa, Dhanush had once shared,

“Aanand Rai did not choose me for Kolaveri
Di, but for my National Award-winning film

Aadukalam. Frankly speaking, I did nothave

to go through any rigid preparation for the
role."

Reflecting on his Hindi dialogues, the actor

recalled the challenge of dubbing all his
lines, “It was tough but the writer Hemanshu
and editor Hemal guided me all through the
pauses and punches." He also credited
Sonam Kapoor for supporting him during
filming, adding, “She helped me understand
so many things... it must have been difficult
for her to act with me."Director Aanand L
Rai has always believed Dhanush was the
perfect choice. “l needed someone who
could look vulnerable on screen. When I saw
Aadukalam, I liked him immediately—he
looked honest and ordinary, which was the
demand of the character,”" he had told India
Today.

Raanjhanaa was re-released in theatres on February 28, 2025,
rekindling love for its music and storytelling. Rai noted, “It’s
fantastic that people still listen to Raanjhanaa’s music and
shower the same kind of love. It’s a film very close to my

heart."

Hints At Why She Skipped Mannara
Chopra's Father's Funeral

Parinccti Chopra has seemingly broken her silence on why she skipped her cousin Mannara

'
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Chopra’s father’s funeral in Delhi. The actress took to Instagram to share a picture of a serene lake
geo-tagged to London, UK, in the wee hours of June 19. Mannara’s father’s funeral was held in

easy, Raman uncle (fufaji). Om Shanti." Parineeti is yet to issue any statement or reaction about her
uncle’s death.Mannara Chopra bid a tearful farewell to her father, Raman Rai Handa, on June 16. The
72-year-old passed
away in Mumbai, and
the final rites were
performed by his
" daughters, Mannara
and Mitali
who were visibly
emotiomnal
throughout the
ceremony. In one of |
the heartbreaking
visuals from the
funeral, Mannara was

Disha Patani Calls Her 'Sexxl

Sonam Bajwa Looks Jaw-
Dropped In Latest Photos,

no doubt about it. Each time the actress

drops photos or videos of herself on social
media, she leaves everyone completely
stunned. On Wednesday too, the Punjabi
heartthrob took to her Instagram handle and
shared a series of pictures, which are now
setting fire online.In these latest clicks, Sonam
Bajwa was seen posing ina grey tank top with a
body hugging skirt. She was also seen holding
a matching jacket in her arms, which covered
one of her shoulders. The actress ditched
accessories, opted for minimal makeup and left
her tresses open. Needless to say, she looked
breathtakingly gorgeous as ever.

: ; onam Bajwa is a fashion icon and there is

Soon after the photos were shared online, several

fans and followers reacted to it and praised
Sonam. While Tamannaah Bhatia dropped fire
emojis in the comments box, Disha Patani
called the actress “sexxyy". Jacqueline
Fernandez also dropped a red heart and a fire
emoticon in the comments section.

On the work front, Sonam Bajwa was recently

seen in Housefull 5. The film is produced by
Sajid Nadiadwala’s Nadiadwala Grandson
Entertainment and has one of Bollywood’s
largest ensemble casts in recent years. Akshay
Kumar, Riteish Deshmukh and Abhishek
Bachchan play the lead roles, with Fardeen
Khan, Nana Patekar, Jackie Shroff, Ranjeet and
Johny Lever serving as supporting characters.
The female cast includes Jacqueline
Fernandez, Nargis Fakhri and Soundarya
Sharma, with Chunky Panday and Dino Morea
also playing prominent roles.

Housefull 5 starts on a luxurious cruise liner and

cenires on a murder mystery. Shortly after a
billionaire proclaims that his fortune will be
left to his successor, Jolly, he is found dead. But
here’s the catch: there are three Jollys on board,
and each of their girlfriends is a prime suspect
in the crime.Housefull 5 received mixed
reviews from all and has earned around Rs 160
crore at the Indian box office as of now.
Moreover, the global box office collection for
Housefull 5 stands at Rs 243 crore.

There Is A Reason Why
Jackie Shroff Is The ‘0G
Bhidu’ Of Bollywood

unmatched. Known for using the

catchphrase ‘Bhidu,” many find his style and
personality to be effortlessly unique, which
resonates with fans even today. On Tuesday
night, the veteran star made a stylish
appearance as he stepped out in the city for a
meeting, seemingly for a new project.In a
video shared on Instagram, the Singham Again
actor was seen stepping out of a building after
wrapping his meeting. On his way to his car,
the actor took a moment and posed for the
shutterbugs stationed outside the building.
During this, the senior actor also engaged in a
fun chat with the paparazzi,

Jackic Shroff’s charm and swag are

Jackie Shroff’s charm and swag are unmatched.

Known for using the catchphrase ‘Bhidu,’
many find his style and personality to be
effortlessly unique, which resonates with fans
even today. On Tuesday night, the veteran star
made a stylish appearance as he stepped out in
the city for a meeting, seemingly for a new
project.

In a video shared on Instagram, the Singham
Again actor was seen stepping out of a building
after wrapping his meeting. On his way to his
car, the actor took a moment and posed for the
shutterbugs stationed outside the building.
During this, the senior actor also engaged in a
fun chat with the paparazzi.

On the work front, Jackie is riding high on the

success of his recently released ‘killer-
comedy’ Housefull 5. Released on June 6, the
film is directed by Tarun Mansukhani and
produced by Sajid Nadiadwala.

It also featured an ensemble cast including:
Akshay Kumar, Fardeen Khan, Abhishek
Bachchan, Riteish Deshmukh, Sonam Bajwa,
Jacqueline Fernandez, Nargis Fakhri, Chunky
Panday, Johnny Lever, Chitrangada Singh,
Sanjay Dutt and others.

In the film, Jackie portrayed the role of a cop,
Chief Inspector Baba and his fun banter with
colleague Sanjay Dutt, Bhidu, was one of the
key highlights of the film.Up next, the veteran
actor will be seen in Anupam Kher’s second
directorial project, Tanvi The Great. The star
will be playing the role of Brigadier Joshi in the
film. Last month, Anupam took to Instagram to
share Jackie’s look from the film, in which he
was seen clad in an Army uniform.The film is
slated to hit the big screens on July 18 and will
face a clash with Yash Raj Films’ upcoming
romantic drama, Saiyaara featuring debutant
Ahaan Panday and Aneet Padda.
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