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An age to worry
about ageing
population

Most global reports on demographic patterns
often glaze over issues that are of significance
to large countries like India. For its flagship
annual report of 2025, the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) conducted a survey
along with YouGov of more than 14,000 men
and women across 14 countries that, together,
are home to more than 37 percent of the world’s
population. The aim was to learn about the
fertility aspirations and achievements of
individuals, and to understand the challenges
they have experienced, if any, and the way
forward. India was one of the countries studied.

Let me begin with what I believe to be India’s
most important demographic concerns today,
which are mostly not highlighted in the UNFPA
report. First, a couple of years ago, India
became the world’s most populous country,
from being the second most populous since
1947. India’s population at independence was
350 million, against China’s 550 million in
1951. China’s leaders invested heavily in
women’s education and the health of its
population in the first three decades after 1949.
They reaped the benefits when their country
became the world’s second-largest economy
and a veritable superpower.Had India’s
policymakers understood the importance of
education and health (including nutrition) for
its population, especially in the Hindi belt, our
population would not be expected to peak in
2065 at over 1.65 billion. It will continue
exacerbating the vicious cycle of population
growth, environmental degradation and
poverty unless policy corrections occur
faster.Second, India’s demographic dividend
began in the early 1980s and will end in 2040.
During this time, the share of the working-age
population is rising, and that of the dependent
population falling, which would mean an
attendant economic growth if the right
economic policies create enough non-farm
jobs. Thus, far from what policymakers
believe, India is no more a youthful country,
but is a rapidly ageing one. The working-age
population will start shrinking from 204 1.

The demographic dividend is a golden period
when the young are getting better educated and
desperately need non-farm jobs. However, in
India today they are still not getting those jobs
in the numbers needed.There are four
dimensions to the looming jobs crisis, which
our governments are not willing to recognise:
the young joining the labour force each year;
the currently unemployed; the youth not in
education/ employment/ training and willing to
work, but not looking for work, hence are
‘discouraged’ workers; and the millions
underemployed that need to be pulled out of
agriculture.Third, the first point mentioned
above is tied to the fact that India’s population
problem has essentially been a Hindi belt
problem, and is now one confined to three large
northern states—Bihar (with a total fertility
rate of 3), Uttar Pradesh (2.7) and Jharkhand
(2.4), the only major states with TFRs above
the replacement level, while India’s overall
TFR is 2.0.UNFPA 2025 tells us that global
fertility rates have declined from an average of
5 children per woman in 1950 to 2.25 in 2024.
So India, as a whole, is doing better (except for
the three large states) than the world average,
although it will need to do much better.

These are also the three states with the highest
‘unmet need’ for family planning—an
indication of the failure of successive
governments in these states. While the national
average for unmet need is 12.9 percent
(National Family Health Survey 2021), in UP it
is 18.1 percent and in Bihar 21.2 percent.
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Nuke shadow looms over West Asia

Israel’s action against Iran can only be assessed as being a dangerous and reckless act of aggression that poses danger to the region and the world

N March 26, US Director of National Intelligence Tulsi
Gabbard told a House committee that the American
intelligence community “continues to assess that Iran is
not building a nuclear weapon and Supreme leader
Khomeini (sic) has not authorised the nuclear weapons
program that he suspended in 2003.”Yet on June 13,
Israel launched what it claims was a “pre-emptive” attack
to destroy Iran’s nuclear weapons capability. Israel’s
action can only be assessed as being a dangerous and
reckless act of aggression that poses danger to the region
and the world. Iran does not have the most savoury
regime running it; nor does Israel, and it most certainly
does not have the right to attack Iran.As he contemplates
joining the war, US President Donald Trump has rudely
brushed aside the US intelligence assessment and
embraced the Israeli view that Iran had been very close to
making a nuclear weapon when the war began.Israel’s
war aims are to destroy Iran’s nuclear capacity and effect
regime change. Neither is an easy task. Last week, in the
wake of the Israeli attacks, former Prime Minister Ehud
Barak told Christiane Amanpour on CNN that Israel
alone cannot delay the nuclear programme of Iran by a
significant time period. “Probably several weeks... a
month... Even the US cannot delay them by more than a
few months,” he said.Current assessments are that
besides destroying Iran’s air defence system, Israel has
severely damaged the principal nuclear enrichment
facility at Natanz as well as the Isfahan Nuclear
Technology Centre, while the Arak Nuclear Complex
remains largely undamaged, as does the Parchin military
complex which stores centrifuges and uranium. Israel has
not targeted the Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant over
worries of nuclear radiation leaks.Importantly, no
significant damage is reported as yet to the deeply buried
Fordow fuel enrichment plant, which is said to be
invulnerable to conventional strikes. This facility is
crucial because it can quickly enrich Iran’s stock of 60 per
cent enriched uranium to 90 per cent required for one
weapon in a week. Iran reportedly possesses 408.6 kg of
enriched uranium as of May 2025 and estimates are that
this could be sufficient to make nine nuclear weapons in
the coming weeks if enriched further.

Fordow would need US involvement in the form of the

massive ordnance air blast bomb (MOAB) that Israel
does not possess. Besides, Iran has had two decades to
spread out its programme and build other deeply buried
ultra-secure sites such as the one in the Pickaxe mountain
south of Natanz, which is deeper and better protected than
the one in Fordow.Kinetic means alone cannot destroy
the Iranian programme. That would require a ground
invasion. That is where the US role, which has so far been
curious, comes in. The Israeli strikes came amidst US-
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Iran talks on building down the nuclear programme. After
saying that the US would not be involved, President
Trump now wants Iran to settle things on his terms — the
principal demand being an “unconditional surrender” by
Iran. Looking back, one wonders whether the war on Iran
was always a US-Israeli venture.American involvement
could widen the war and trigger Iranian missile attacks on
its facilities in the Persian Gulf region in Qatar, Bahrain,
UAE, Iraq and Syria, in addition to facilities in Saudi
Arabia, Oman and Kuwait. A shutdown of the Strait of
Hormuz, through which around 25 per cent of the world’s
oil is shipped, could see an escalation of oil prices beyond
$100 a barrel, triggering global inflation. The US needs to
weigh its options carefully. Destroying Iran’s facilities
and effecting regime change are one thing. Replacing it
with a democratic setup quite another. Recall America’s
disastrous experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan that have
roiled the region for the past 25 years. Having spent tens
of trillions of dollars on wars in the region, the US is now
on the brink of yet another, this time with a larger and
better organised country.This is a fraught moment. The
demand for unconditional surrender and regime change
could push Iran to actually fabricate a nuclear weapon.
Israel has telegraphed its intentions for so long that Iran
has had sufficient time to establish other secret facilities

PM rebuts Trump's mediation claim, resets Canada ties
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for its military programme. A nuclear breakout could have
Israel and the US resorting to nuclear weapons strikes to
prevent Iranian deployment. Any use of nuclear weapons
would be catastrophic for the region and the world.The
primary trigger for the Iranian nuclear weapons
programme has not been Israel. It was the 1980-1988 war
following the invasion of the country by Iraq, an action
that was aided by the US. Iraq’s use of chemical weapons
and missile attacks on Iranian cities found little
international reaction. So from the mid-1980s, Iran began
its military nuclear programme.Iran’s strategy was to
develop its nucear cycle — mining, processing and
enriching uranium — to deter adversaries. But the fate of
neighbouring Iraq following the US invasion in 2003
hardened the Iranian conviction that there would be no
guarantee for its security in the absence of nuclear
weapons.

The subsequent experience of North Korea only deepened

this perception.Iran is a resource-rich country of over 90
million people, some two-thirds the size of India. It has a
strong sense of history and nationhood. As is in the case of
Iraq, the US and Israel could well succeed in wreaking a lot
of destruction on the country and possibly even effecting
regime change, but you can be sure that this will not be the

end of the story.

In this uncertain world, it is not easy to forge hreakthroughs propitious for peace. That credit must be given where it is due

After months of holding his silence, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi played his diplomatic hand during the
G7 summit in Canada to reset two matters of
consequence in India’s favour. First, in a telephonic
conversation with Donald Trump, he set the record
straight on the US president’s claim of mediating peace
between India and Pakistan. During the 35-minute call
on Wednesday, Modi made it clear that India has never
sought third-party mediation and there was no
consideration of a trade deal influencing the talks with
Pakistan. He said the ceasefire was agreed between the
military leaderships of the two countries during talks that
were held at Pakistan’s behest. After listening to the
points conveyed, Trump expressed support for India’s
fight against terror, according to a report of the
conversation given by the foreign secretary.

During the call, which took place on Trump’s initiative as

he had to leave the summit early to attend to the Israel-
Iran crisis, Modi also declined Trump’s request to stop

by for a one-on-one in Washington on his way back from
Canada, citing prior engagements. The conversation
ended with Modi inviting Trump to the Quad summit in

India later this year. In his address at the G7 outreach
summit, without mentioning Trump, Modi also de-
hyphenated the false equivalence between the victim and

the perpetrator of terror.However, ever eager to
ingratiate himself as a deal-maker at global
flashpoints, Trump reiterated his claim during an
interaction with the media at the White House
just a few hours after the call. Despite the typical
Trumpian U-turn, the PM’s clear stance during
the conversation should give him a firm footing
while facing the opposition at parliament’s
monsoon session.Another significant outcome of
Modi’s trip was the decision to end two years of
diplomatic impasse between India and Canada
by posting high commissioners to each other’s
capitals at the earliest.

Justin Trudeau’s successor Mark Carney hit the
reset button after talks with Modi on the sidelines
of the G7 summit. It is a win for both sides as
India has a large diaspora in Canada and Ottawa
is struggling to stabilise an economy that is being
mauled by Trump’s tariffs. In this uncertain

world, it is not easy to forge breakthroughs propitious for

peace. That credit must be given where itis due.

- Need to go back to no-go zones during war -

Prohibition on attacking open towns and undefended places was codified in the 1907 Hague Convention. But the Second World War made civilian and

culturally significant zones fair targets aqain. The bombing of Tehran and Tel Aviv should make the world revive the idea of non-militarised cities

As Israel seeks to flatten Tehran and Iran bombs Tel
Aviv into a version of Beirut, here’s a case for the
revival of demilitarised ‘open cities’ of cultural
significance.A post on the matter by G S Seda set
me down the path of history-leafing and thinking
about the past, present and future of demilitarised
urban areas. Even as war-makers distinguish less
and less between combatant and non-combatant,
between logical targets and unreasonable
collateral, between cultural inviolability and
military vulnerability, entire conurbations have
become acceptable as strike-worthy zones.

The history of war strategy deliberately levelling
heritage cities is long—Timbuktu, Benin,
Baghdad, Mandalay, Hiroshima, Nagasaki,
Dresden, Aleppo, Afrin, Ypres, Sarajevo, Palmyra,
Mostar, Narva, Magdeburg, Warsaw, Norrkdping,
Kyiv and London are just a few examples of
cultural pulverisation in times of war.

We seem not particularly moved by entire cities
blitzed by indiscriminate bombing, or historio-
cultural sites of significance within cities being
razed in attempts at ethnic eradication from history.
We take heritage sites in the quotidian cityscape for
granted, but bombs and missiles—or even
rampaging soldiery—don’t.Until the Second
World War—when bombs were directed not by live
satellite feeds or GPS, but by cartography—maps
had areas of protection mapped out. Bombs were
aimed for maximum damage to armaments
production or arms transportation facilities, at
airfields set outside urban spaces, at dams located
far from cities, at shipyards, at supply lines.In 1939,

when Germany invaded Poland, the mayor of
Krakow declared it an open city after a Polish army
division moved out. It was occupied by the German
army with little fighting. In 1940, the Belgian
government declared Brussels an open city,
minimising destruction. Also in 1940, the French
government moved to Bordeaux after declaring
Paris an open city, thus saving the city’s cultural
sites. In 1941, the then Kingdom of Yugoslavia

declared Belgrade an open city, preventing further
destruction. In 1942, after the Dutch forces had left,
Batavia (now Jakarta) was declared an open city,
and the Japanese took it over with little destruction.
In 1943, following the cessation of Allied bombing,
the Italian government declared Rome an open city,
halting razing even as German troops fled. In 1944,
the retreating Germans declared Florence an open
city, preventing rapine during the chase. Again in

1944, the harried Germans declared Athens an
open city before departing. They did the same to
Hamburg in 1945, leaving it preserved for the
British troops to take over.But missilery brought
its own dynamics of lack of human supervision.
London was never declared an open city, and
Hitler may never have respected that status even if
it was. During the Blitz that reduced London to a
smoking ruin, Hitler’s V2 long-range ballistic
missiles—the world’s first, and named Vengeance
Weapon 2 for the civilian damage it wreaked—
caused carnage far above and beyond military
targets. Britain, like Germany, had embedded its
weapons and defence machinery among thickets
of civilians, both to hide them from scrutiny and to
cushion them with human flesh.The expansion of
collateral-damage zones carried over
exponentially into the US’s post-war missile and
bomb development, built by expatriated Nazi
rocketeers brought into the US through Operation
Paperclip. The zenith of the idea of mass
obliteration of civilians was Operation
Meetinghouse in March 1945, during which
Tokyo was fire-stormed with incendiary bombs in
what became the deadliest conventional air-
bombing in WW?2. (This was followed by the since-
unmatched civilian slaughter of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki five months later. But it might be
instructive to note that more people died during the
conventional bombing of Tokyo than in the nuclear
bombing of Nagasaki.) By this time, war-makers
had obliterated the combatant-noncombatant
binary.
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CA explains how Rs 80,000
per month income can bheat
Rs 2 lakh

New Delhi. A chartered accountant and financial
advisor has said that managing money isn't solely
about earnings, but rather about aligning finances
with personal goals. Abhishek Walia, a Chartered
Accountant and Founder of Zactor Tech, uses a case
study from his practice to illustrate this point.
"Managing money isn’t about how much you earn,"
he writes. "It’s about how well you align your money
with your goals."

One example Walia shared involved a young
professional earning Rs 90,000 monthly. "A few
months ago, a young professional came to us," Walia
recounts. "She earned Rs 90,000 a month. No side
hustle. No major investments. But she had zero debt, a
six-month emergency fund, and SIPs set up for her
MBA dream three years down the line." Her financial
strategy, though simple, was effective. This approach
allowed her to focus on her long-term goals without
the stress of immediate financial instability.

In contrast, Walia describes another client earning 2.5
lakh per month who faced financial instability. "She
was always broke at month-end. No emergency fund.
No investments. Just lifestyle upgrades, FOMO
spending, and no clear direction." This highlights the
importance of having a financial plan, regardless of
income level. The lack of a structured approach led to
a cycle of financial distress, despite a higher
income.The takeaway, according to Walia, is that
wealth depends on mindset more than income.
"People confuse a bigger paycheck with financial
success. But wealth is what you keep, not what you
earn," he notes. "Without a plan, even 2 lakh a month
can vanish by the 25th." This serves as a cautionary
tale that underscores the necessity of financial
literacy and planning. Walia identifies the issue as one
of clarity, stating, "It’s a clarity issue," he says. "The
90K earner knew her ‘why’. The 2.5 lakh earner
didn’t." The statement underscores the need for
clarity in financial planning. Understanding one's
financial priorities can make a significant difference
inachieving long-term stability.

Sivasubramanian Ramann
Takes Charge As PFRDA
Chairperson: Finance
Ministry

New Delhi. Sivasubramanian Ramann on Friday
assumed charge as the Chairperson of the Pension
Fund Regulatory and Development Authority
(PFRDA), according to a Finance Ministry
statement. He has been appointed for a tenure of five
years, with effect from the date of assumption of
charge of the post or till he attains the age of 65 years,
or until further orders, whichever is the earliest, the
statement read.Ramann served as an officer of the
Indian Audit and Accounts Service (IA&AS) from
the 1991 batch. Prior to joining PFRDA, he served as
the Deputy Comptroller and Auditor General and
Chief Technology Officer in the Office of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India.According
to the ministry, he has previously held several
leadership positions, including Chairman and
Managing Director of the Small Industries
Development Bank of India (SIDBI), Managing
Director and Chief Executive Officer of National E-
Governance Services Ltd. (NeSL), and Principal
Accountant General of the State of Jharkhand.For
period 2006 to 2013, he also served as Chief General
Manager (CGM) and then as Executive Director at
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).
Ramann holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and
an MBA from the University of Delhi. He also has
multiple professional and academic qualifications.

“With his vast experience in public finance,
technology, and financial regulation, Ramann will
guide PFRDA in its objective to strengthen India’s
pension system and promote retirement security for
all citizens,” said the ministry.Meanwhile, the
National Pension System (NPS) has emerged as a
cornerstone of India's pension sector with an
accumulated corpus of Rs 14.4 lakh crore and 8.4
crore subscribers under NPS and the Atal Pension
Yojana (APY), said PFRDA chairman Deepak
Mohanty during an event in April.

Amazon India fo invest over
Rs 2,000 crin 2025

New Delhi. Amazon India will invest over Rs 2,000
crore( $233 million) this year to enhance its pan-India
operations network. On Thursday, the company
announced that the investment will be used to expand
and upgrade operations infrastructure, improve
associate safety and well-being programs, and
develop new tools and technology for its fulfillment
network.Amazon plans to leverage these investments
to launch new sites and upgrade existing facilities
across its fulfilment, sortation and delivery network.
This investment will enhance processing capacity,
improve fulfillment speed, and increase efficiency
across the company's operations network that will
help Amazon serve customers across India faster and

New

Nifty crosses 25,000, Sensex rises

710 points; all sectors

The indices opened on a
positive note today,
rebounding from
Thursday’s decline and
signaling a cautious

recovery.
L ]

CHENNALI. Stock markets are trading
strong in the mid-morning session on
Friday, with the Sensex up by 710 points
and the Nifty reclaiming the 25,000 level.
Both the BSE Midcap and Smallcap
indices have gained around 0.5%. The
uptick is being driven by continued
buying from foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) and domestic institutional
investors (DIIs), though overall

momentum remains subdued amid
ongoing Middle East tensions.Top
gainers on the Nifty include M&M, Jio
Financial, Bharti Airtel, Power Grid Corp,
and Shriram Finance. Meanwhile, Bajaj
Auto, Hero MotoCorp, Bajaj Finance,
Wipro, and Tech Mahindra are among the
top losers. All sectoral indices are in the
green, with metals, PSU banks, real
estate, and telecom stocks rising between
1% and 2%.

Institutional Flows & Sector Trends:
FIIs continued their buying streak for a third

straight session on June 19, with net
inflows of 7934 crore. DIIs were also net
buyers, adding ?605 crore, lending
support to the market.Financials led
intraday gains (+0.5% to 0.8%),
especially power-financing firms and
state-owned banks, buoyed by the RBI’s
easing of infrastructure funding norms,
effective October.Defensive sectors like
FMCG, pharma, and IT remain in favor
amid prevailing uncertainty.Market

S€

Expectations and Analyst Forecasts:The
Nifty is encountering resistance near the
25,000 mark, struggling to hold above it,
with sell-offs seen at each attempt.

A Reuters poll of analysts projects the Nifty

to reach 26,500 by end-2025 and 28,450
by end-2026, though a short-term
correction is likely given elevated
valuations. Axis Securities expects a bull-
case target of 27,600 by March 2026.

Markets remainin a consolidation

phase—volatile, geopolitically sensitive,
and characterized by a “sell-on-rise”
sentiment.Investor expect choppy
trading, with sentiment closely tied to

e gains

global and geopolitical developments.
However, the medium-term outlook
remains positive, underpinned by robust
earnings, supportive policies, and
sustained capital inflows. Key indicators
to monitor include crude prices, rupee
movement, FII activity, and RBI
signals.Tensions in the Middle
East—particularly Israeli strikes on
Iranian nuclear sites and retaliatory
actions by Iran—have heightened risk
aversion, pushing up oil prices
($77-77.5/barrel), pressuring the Indian
rupee, and dampening equity
sentiment. The rupee has slipped to a
three-month low, trading in the
786.7-786.9/$ band, weighed down by
rising oil prices and geopolitical
risk.Economists and oil sector analysts
caution that persistent crude price
increases could widen India’s current
account deficit—each $10 rise in oil
prices may add approximately 0.4% to
GDP pressure.

Planning to retire at 40 Here's what it really takes

The idea of retiring at 40 sounds almost rebellious. Stop working just when most people are hitting their career peak, and

live the rest of your life on your own terms. No hosses, no Monday blues, no waiting for the weekend. But can you do it?

Delhi.  For many working

that number may be around 35 times.

professionals, retiring at 60 feels like a Nehal Mota, Co-Founder and CEO of to
Finnovate, agrees. “Yes, it is possible
— but only with high discipline and
intentional planning. The focus should
not just be on earning more, but on

finish line etched in stone. But in recent
years, a new goal has quietly gained
popularity, retiring at 40.The idea
sounds almost rebellious. Stop working
just when most people are hitting their
career peak, and live the rest of your
life on your own terms. No bosses, no
Monday blues, no waiting for the
weekend.But behind this new
aspiration, lies a tough question: Can
you really afford to stop earning at 40
and still live comfortably for the rest
of'yourlife?

ISITPOSSIBLE TO RETIRE AT 40?
Abhishek Kumar, a Sebi-registered

investment adviser and founder of
SahajMoney, says it is possible but
highly challenging. “It depends a lot on
how much of your income you save and
how your investments grow over time,”
he says.According to him, someone
who is 28 years old and aiming to retire
by 40 would need to save around 79
times their current annual expenses,
after adjusting for inflation. At age 40,

HOW MUCH DO YOU NEED TO

Let’s take the example of someone

saving more,” he says. He believes
even those earning a middle-class e
salary can do it if they consistently save
over 50% of their income and invest
wisely.

SAVE EVERY MONTH?
earning Rs 1 lakh per month. Abhishek

Kumar explains that a 40-year-old with
Rs 50,000 in monthly expenses would

need to save Rs 18,080 per month just

retire by 60. “But if the goal is to

retire at 40, the monthly savings will
need to be 60—-70% of income or even
more,” he adds.Nehal Mota offers a
similar view. “If someone earning Rs

83,000 a month wants to retire by
40, they should save Rs 40,000 to
Rs 45,000 each month and invest
through SIPs in mutual funds
targeting 10-12% annual
returns,” he says. Over time, this
could help build a corpus of Rs
2-3 crore by 40, which may
generate a passive income of Rs
1-2 lakh per month depending on

how the money is invested after

tirement.

WHAT IS FIREAND IS IT RELEVANT
FOR INDIANS?

FIRE, or Financial Independence Retire
Early, is a lifestyle movement that
encourages people to save and invest
aggressively with the goal of retiring
decades earlier than usual. While it
originated in the West, it is slowly
catching onin India too.

Digital Payments award for City Union Bank

Chennai. City Union Bank (CUB) has

been conferred the Digital Payments
Award, instituted by the Department of
Financial Services, for its exemplary
contributions to the promotion of
digital payments.Dr. N. Kamakodi,
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of City Union Bank,
received the award from Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Wednesday, June 18. The award
ceremony was held at the Plenary Hall,
Vigyan Bhawan, in New Delhi.CUB
secured second position among private
sector banks for its overall digital
payments performance during FY
2024-25.The Department of Financial
Services, Ministry of Finance,
organised the Digital Payments Awards
to recognise innovative and
outstanding initiatives by banks and

CITY UNION BANK

fintech companies in advancing digital
payments. CUB was selected as one of
the winners based on its significant
efforts and impact in this
domain.Founded in 1904 and
headquartered in Kumbakonam, Tamil
Nadu, City Union Bank is one of the
oldest private sector banks in India.
Celebrating 120 years of service, the
bank currently operates 880 branches

pa

fitness watches,
authentication for mobile banking
login, a multilingual voice chatbot in
regional languages, voice-based UPI
123Pay, end-to-end digital loan
processing, and the Nap ID fraud filter
layer.

and around 1,767 ATMs across the
country. It has consistently delivered
profitability and dividends to its
sharcholders. As of March 31, 2025,
the bank recorded a total business of
?1,16,592 crore and a net profit of
71,124 crore for the financial year
2024-25.According to the bank, it
has always been a pioneer in
adopting advanced technology
solutions to meet the evolving needs
of its diverse customer base. Recent

innovations include tap, pay & go

yments through keychains and
voice-based

Largest data breach ever: 16
billion login credentials from
Apple, Google, Facebook leaked

New Delhi. A team of cybersecurity researchers at
Cybernews, led by Vilius Petkauskas, has exposed
the largest data breach, leaking 16 billion login
credentials, passwords, and sensitive data from
major online platforms, Forbes reported.The
Cybernews is one of the top cybersecurity news
platform, delivering real-time updates, threat
intelligence, data breach reports, expert analysis
etc. The investigation team found 30 separate data
dumps, each containing anywhere from tens of
millions to over 3.5 billion records. In total, the
team has confirmed, the number of compromised
records has now hit 16 billion. According to Vilius
Petkauskas, the leaked data appears to be the result
of wvarious infostealer malware attacks —
malicious software designed to quietly collect
usernames, passwords, and other sensitive data
from infected devices.The leaked credentials
reportedly include login information for social
media accounts, VPNs, developer tools, and major

online services, including Apple, Google,
Facebook, GitHub, Telegram, and even
government portals.How was the data stolen?

Petkauskas told Forbes that most of the stolen info is
formatted as simple URL links followed by
usernames and passwords. In short, if you've ever
logged into anything online, your information
could be in this leak."This is not just a leak —it's a
blueprint for mass exploitation. These credentials
are ground zero for phishing attacks and account
takeover; these aren't just old breaches being
recycled," the researchers warned.Speaking to
Forbes, Darren Guccione, the CEO and co-
founder of Keeper Security, a privileged access
management platform to prevent data breaches
and mitigate cyber threats, said that consumers
should invest in password management solutions
and dark web monitoring tools more than ever.

"This means that cybersecurity is not just a technical
challenge but a shared responsibility. People need
to remain vigilant of any attempts to steal login
credentials," he added.

Is lifestyle inflation fuelling debt
among India’s middle class

Lifestyle inflation is no longer a
silent threat. It is reshaping how
India's middle class earns,
spends and saves. It fuels debt,
shrinks buffers and puts long-
term financial goals at risk.

“It’s a major concern,” says Abhishek
Kumar, SEBI-registered investment
advisor and founder of SahajMoney.
“Even professionals earning substantial
salaries are left with limited disposable
income. As their income grows, so do
their expenses, often faster than the
income itself.”Over time, this pattern
erodes financial flexibility. A higher
salary that once promised upward

. |

high, and delinquencies in BNPL
accounts have been rising steadily.

CHASING SOCIAL MEDIA
TRENDS

The psychological triggers behind
lifestyle inflation are just as strong
as the financial ones. “FOMO is
real,” Kumar notes. “Social media
creates the impression that everyone
else is doing better. That pressure

more reliably, the ecommerce giant said in arelease. New Delhi. The paycheque is bigger, but mobility ends up funding short-term pushes people to upgrade faster than

Apart from this, the company will continue to invest and
expand initiatives aimed at improving the health and
financial well-being of employees and associates
across the operations network. This includes
expanding programs like ‘Ashray’ — to provide
dedicated rest points for delivery associates, even
those not delivering for Amazon — offering seating,
water, charging stations, and washroom facilities;
‘Samridhi’ - a financial well-being program focused
on financial education and personal finance support
for associates and drivers; ‘Pratidhi’ program
supporting children of associates with scholarship;
and ‘Sushruta’to address the healthcare needs of truck
drivers, the company added in the release.Recently,
Amazon launched a nation-wide initiative to offer
free health check-ups to over 80,000 delivery
associates and partners through medical camps by the
end 0f2025.

the wallet feels thinner. Across urban
India, many salaried professionals are
earning more than they did five years ago,
yet they’re still anxious at the end of each
month, juggling EMIs, credit card bills,
and shrinking savings.The culprit isn’t
just stagnant salaries or rising costs. It’s
what personal finance experts call
lifestyle inflation—the quiet, creeping
habit of spending more as you earn
more.Lifestyle inflation refers to the
tendency to increase spending in line with
income growth. A salary hike often
triggers upgrades: a bigger house, a newer
car, fancier gadgets, or more frequent
eating out. But these expenses can quickly
outpace actual earning power if not kept
incheck.

gratification and long-term liabilities.

ASALARY HIKE, FOLLOWED BY AN

EMI

cumulative burden strains monthly
budgets,” he adds.Debt often creeps in
gradually until repayments consume a
third or more of someone’s income.

they can afford.”A curated life on
Instagram or an aspirational reel can
influence everything from vacation plans

With every job switch or annual raise, many
professionals slide into bigger EMIs and
costlier routines. But when those income

THE WARNING SIGNS

The red flags of lifestyle overextension

to restaurant bills. But these comparisons
often come at a financial cost.
COMPROMISED SAVINGS

jumps are modest, the math doesn't hold.
“High earners are increasingly falling into
what I call the ‘new middle class.” They
earn well but feel stretched every month,”
says Kumar.Buy Now, Pay Later (BNPL)
schemes, no-cost EMIs, and credit card
offers make it easier than ever to
overspend. “These products change
behaviour. They make expensive
purchases seem affordable by breaking
them into smaller chunks, but the

often go unnoticed. “Living paycheck to
paycheck despite a good salary, relying on
credit for groceries or bills, dipping into
savings for everyday needs—these are all
warning signs,” Kumar says.Frequent use
of short-term loans, missing credit card
due dates, and falling credit scores are
also markers that someone is living
beyond their means.These patterns are no
longer rare. Personal loan growth among
salaried urban professionals is at a record

Perhaps the most damaging effect of

lifestyle inflation is what it crowds out:
long-term savings. “When people spend
more on lifestyle, they invest less for the
future. And those early years are critical
for building wealth,” Kumar says.

Missing out on compounding in your 20s or

early 30s can delay financial goals by
years. A few indulgences now might mean
postponing retirement or taking on more
risk later.




NATIONAL

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Saturday, 21 June 2025

On Allahabad High Court Judge's
Impeachment, Congress Sends 'Reminder’

e

The judge was

New Delhi. The Congress on Friday
'reminded' Rajya Sabha Chair

speaking at an

Jagdeep Dhankhar to act on a six-
month-old notice to impeach an

event organised

Allahabad High Court judge accused
of making communal remarks.The

by right-wing

VHP and said,

opposition party's nudge follows
strong remarks by Rajya Sabha MP
Kapil Sibal about Mr Dhankhar's lack
of action in this matter. He also

have no
hesitation in

saying that this

accused the government of trying to
‘shield' the judge.

Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav is staring
down the barrel of an impeachment
process after 55 MPs - five over the
threshold to begin his removal - sent

is Hindustan...this

that notice to the House

country would

Chairperson.At least 50 Rajya Sabha MPs must
sign a motion - a record of the intention to

function as per

impeach - for the matter to proceed further. In the
Lok Sabha that numberis 100.

the wishes of
majority".

Once that threshold is reached, the Chair of the
former or the Speaker of the latter, depending on
which House first admits the motion, will decide
whether or not to carry the issue forward.In this
case the motion to impeach was submitted on

December 13, 2024, The file has been pendmg
since, prompting Mr Sibal's sharp words and

Also, the possibility that one MP signed
twice had to be ruled out, sources
explained.A detailed verification of these
signatures is ongoing, sources said.Mr
Sibal, though, demanded to know why this
process needs to take six months. "I want
to ask those sitting in Constitutional
posts... their responsibility is to verify if
signatures are there... should that take six
months? Is this government is trying to
protect Shekhar Yadav," he was quoted by
news agency PTI.

In January the Rajya Sabha's pending action
on this matter had been challenged in the
Allahabad High Court. A PIL demanded
the court issue direction to the Rajya Sabha
to not act on the proposed impeachment.

However, the PIL was rejected because it did not
constitue a public interest issue.

Congress' 'reminder'.Mr Sibal, a senior advocate What Justice Shekhar Yadav Said

in the Supreme Court, pointed out swifter action
had been taken in the case of Justice Yashwant
Varma, the former Delhi High Court judge caught
in the cash-at-home row.

Sources told the delay might be because 19-21

signatures on the motion had yet to be verified.

The judge was speaking at an event organised by

the legal cell of right-wing Vishwa Hindu
Parishad in Prayagraj on December 8, when he
said, "I have no hesitation in saying that this is
Hindustan... this country would function as per
the wishes of the (majority)... This is the law."

In Honeymoon Murder
Case, Cops Write To
Instagram Over Vlogger's

New Delhi. The Meghalaya police have written
to social media platform Instagram seeking
details on the vlogger who posted two videos
showing the Raghuvanshis and the three
killers climbing a hill in the state on May 23 -
just hours before Raja's murder. According to
the police, they contacted him initially to
record his statement, but received no
response."We reached out to him and have
written to Instagram to provide us with details.
We've only contacted him so far, but he hasn't
responded. We've now officially requested
Instagram's assistance so that his statement
can also be recorded,” East Khasi Hills
Superintendent of Police, Vivek Syiem, said.

The tourist, Dev Singh. posted the first video on
May 16 in which Sonam was leading the way
up the hill, with Raja following her. She was
seen wearing a white t-shirt - which was found
by the Meghalaya police near the crime scene.
She was also carrying a polythene bag, which
reportedly had araincoat inside.

Yesterday, | was checking videos and I found a
recording of the Indore couple. It was around
9:45 am when we were going down, and the
couple was going up. I think this was the last

Delhi breathes easy for second
day in row with AQI at 89, rain
expected

IS

NEW DELHL Delhi is in the midst of a clean air spell,
with the air quality remaining in the *satisfactory’ range
for the second consecutive day. The city’s 24-hour
average AQI was recorded at 89 on Thursday. a slight
rise from Wednesday's 81, but still the cleanest stretch in
over eight months. The improved air came on the back
of consistent pre-monsoon showers and gusty winds,
which helped disperse pollutants.

Wednesday’s AQI was the cleanest air Delhi has recorded
since September 29 last year, breaking a 261-day streak
of poor to moderate conditions. With monsoon onset
expected soon, experts anticipate further improvement
if wet spells continue through the weekend. Meanwhile,
Delhi reeled under muggy weather on Thursday as
humidity levels soared to 87%, leading to an increase in
‘feels like’ temperature, amid generally cloudy skies
and no rainfall. According to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), maximum temperatures in the
capital rose appreciably over the last 24 hours, with
Safdarjung recording 36.4 degrees celsius, a 2.2 degrees
celsius increase from the previous day, while minimum
temperatures also climbed to 27.2 degrees celsius, up by
3 degrees celsius. Despite the rise, temperatures
remained below or near normal for this time of the year,
as the maximum was 2.4 degrees celsius below the
seasonal average of 38.8 degrees celsius. No rainfall
was recorded at most stations in the national capital
region till 5:30 pm.

Man disguises as woman to find work
under MNERGA scheme in Karnataka’s
Bagalkote: Here’s what happened

New Delhi. In a bizarre incident reported from
Karnataka's Bagalkote district, a man disguised himself
as a woman to fraudulently claim work meant
exclusively for women under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA). The incident has raised serious
concerns about the implementation of the scheme
especially at the grassroots level.

The fraud came to light in Siddanakolla village’s Ilkal
taluk, where a man, who posed as “Mangalamma Ari”, a
woman, wore a saree to appear as female worker in
official photos, to claim work under block plantation
projects in the area.

Duplication exposed

The man’s same photograph was reused across multiple
Anganwadi construction sites in both [lkal and
Hunagunda taluks, using different names for the same
person.The blatant duplication, officials say, violates
scheme norms which
mandate the use of
local labourers for
each panchayat
jurisdiction.

According to reports, as |
many as 23 '
Anganwadi building
projects are ongoing in Hunagunda taluk, jointly funded
by MGNREGA and the Woman and Child Welfare
Department. Each project received arounds Rs 32 lakh,
including Rs 8 lakh from MGNREGA.Same
photographs uploaded multiple times

The evidence suggests that the same group of workers
was listed under different projects and the same
photographs were uploaded multiple times.

When questioned, local panchayat officials played the
blame game. Praveen Kanchi, PDO of Binjawadgi
Gram Panchayat, claimed that the Panchayat Raj
Department handled the construction and requested a
list of labourers from them. Even officials from the
taluk panchayat and engineers of the Panchayat Raj
Department admitted to oversight due to work pressure
but promised a thorough inquiry.

Scooty for Rs 1 lakh, VIP number for Rs 14

lakh; Himachal man wins online auction
The online auction was attended by only two participants, with one bidder from Baddi in Solan district

offering Rs 13.5 lakh. However Sanjeev Knmar outbld hlm to clmch the number at Rs 14 lakh.

New Delhi. A resident of
Himachal Pradesh has
made headlines by =
purchasing a VIP vehicle
registration number for Rs
14 lakh for his scooty
which is valued at justRs |
lakh. Sanjeev Kumar from
Hamirpur secured the
coveted number plate
HP21C-0001 through an
online auction conducted |
by the Himachal Pradesh °
Transport Department.The
online auction was attended by only
two participants, with one bidder from
Baddi in Solan district offering Rs 13.5
lakh. However, Sanjeev Kumar outbid
him to clinch the numberat Rs 14 lakh.

The entire amount has been deposited
into the state government's treasury,

providing revenue without any
additional expenditure. According to
transport officials, this may be the most
expensive registration number ever
issued for a two-wheeler in the state.
Sanjeev Kumar shared that he has a
passion to collect special and unique
numbers. He bought the VIP number

for his brand-new scooter.
“There’s no price tag on
passion. When you want
something extraordinary, you
don’tlook at the cost,” he said.
Sanjeev’s son, Dinesh Kumar,
confirmed that the VIP
number was acquired purely
out of personal interest. “We
applied for the number online.
Another individual was also
in the race, but we were
allotted the number through
the bidding process,” he
said.The incident has sparked
widespread discussion online and
offline. While many are surprised by
the extravagant purchase, others see it
as a reflection of evolving lifestyles
and the transparency of the digital
auction process.

How New Rs 3,000 FASTag Annual
Pass Will Help You Save More

New Delhi. If you are a frequent
traveller or love your road trips, you're
in for big savings on toll charges with
the introduction of the annual FASTag.
Union Minister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday
announced the new
plan for private
vehicles.The annual
pass will be effective
from August 15 and

cost Rs 3,000, as
compared to the earlier 7
Rs 10,000.

The plan is designed
specifically for non-
commercial vehicles, |
including cars, jeeps
and vans, and is valid
for either 200 journeys
or for one year from the date of
activation, whichever is
earlier. According to the ministry, the
cost per trip under the scheme will be
reduced to Rs 15 from Rs 50. This way,

people who travel regularly can save
up to Rs 7,000 annually.

Here's how much you can save with the
new FASTag annual plans.

. Ddhl to Chandlgarh route

Travelling from Delhi to Chandigarh, a
private vehicle is charged toll at
Murthal, Panipat, Gharaunda and
Ambala. If the one-way toll is around
Rs 405, the round trip costs
approximately Rs 810.

If you are travelling twice a month, the
monthly charges will be
approximately Rs 1,620, and the
annual cost adds up to Rs 19,440, With
the new FASTag annual plan, you just
have to pay Rs 3,000 for a
year for unlimited travel on
this route and save over Rs
16,000.

2. Delhi to Jaipur

There are four tolls --
Ghamroj, Hilalpur,
Bhandarraj and Rajadhok -
- between Delhi and Jaipur.
The one-way toll tax is
around Rs 322, so the
round trip costs
approximately Rs 644. And
if you're travelling twice a
month, the monthly
charges are approximately

Rs 1,288, making the annual cost Rs

15,456.With the FASTag annual plan,

you pay just Rs 3,000 for a year of
unlimited travel on this route and can

save over Rs 12,000.

NEW DELHI.

Dr Mithuraaj Dhusiya,

recording of the couple, and Sonam was
wearing the same white t-shirt, which was
found near Raja. I hope this will also help
Meghalaya police in connecting the dots," Mr
Singh wrote on Instagram.

He added, "Every time I watched Raja in the

video, 1 felt very bad about him. He was
looking normal but unaware of what would be
waiting for him."Another video, posted a day
later, shows the three killers - Anand Kurmi,
Akash Rajput, and Vishal Chauhan - following
the Raghuvanshis.

Sources familiar with the sequence of events

leading to the grisly murder on May 23 said the
newlywed couple had checked out of a hotel at
around 5.30 am and set out on a trek in
Cherrapunji halfan hour later.

DU admission form triggers
outrage for listing 'Muslim'

as language category

Delhi University’s
undergraduate admission form sparked
widespread outrage on Thursday after
discrepancies were found in its “Mother
Tongue” section. “Muslim”™ appeared as a
supposed language among the listed language
options—an inaccurate categorisation that has
left many baffled.

What has amplified the anger is the absence of

Urdu, a language recognised under the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution and commonly
associated with cultural and literary heritage,
especially among North Indian Muslims.

The DU is yet to issue an official statement.Abha

Dev Habib, DTF general secretary, said, “This
is not just a clerical error. It reflects a deep-
rooted communal mindset that reduces an
entire community to a religious label, stripping
away linguistic, cultural and regional
identities. Muslim is not a language. Muslims
speak the same languages as others in their
regions, be it Hindi, Punjabi, Bengali,
Malayalam, Tamil, or Urdu.”

Executive Council
member, said, "It is sad that a premier
university like Delhi University is committing
such mistakes. These should be rectified
immediately. Diversities and multilingualism
need to be acknowledged and respected.”

Social media platforms were abuzz with

screenshots of the form, with students and
teachers demanding an immediate correction
and apology.

Other DU professors said omitting Urdu, the

mother tongue of millions, is not just a
linguistic oversight but a political statement.

International Yoga Day: Indian embassy
hosts Yoga session at meoln Memorial

=—
The Indian Embassy in Washington, D.C.

organised a large-scale yoga session at the
Lincoln Memorial, ahead of International
Yoga Day on 21 June. The event attracted

many participants, including members of
the Indian diaspora and local residents.

Acharya Govind Brahmachari led the
session, highlighting yogas holistic

benefits for physical and mental well-

philosophical aspects of yoga, its
connection to meditation, and its
ultimate goal of achieving oneness with
the universe.

The event’s success reflects the growing
global popularity of yoga and its
increasing recognition as a valuable tool
for promoting both individual and
collective well-being. The choice of the
Lincoln Memorial as the venue
underscored the event’s significance
and its aspiration to reach a wide
audience. The Embassy’s initiative is
also in line with the current global focus
on “One Earth, One Health”,
showcasing yoga’s potential

being, and its role in promoting global
peace and environmental harmony.

ERe—————————

New Delhi. Ahead of International Yoga
Day, the Indian Embassy in Washington,

D.C., organised a vibrant yoga session at

the iconic Lincoln Memorial. The event,
which aimed to promote the physical

>

and mental health benefits of yoga,
attracted a diverse and enthusiastic
crowd, including members of the
Indian diaspora and residents.Acharya
Govind Brahmachari, a respected yoga
and meditation instructor, guided
participants through a series of asanas
and meditation practices. In his address,

2
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Brahmachari underscored yoga’s
holistic approach to well-being, The large turnout demonstrated the

emphasising its capacity to alleviate
stress, anxiety, and depression. He also
highlighted its positive impact on
children, improving attention span and
focus. Beyond the physical postures,
Brahmachari discussed the deeper

contribution to international peace and
environmental sustainability.

widespread appeal of yoga and its ability
to connect people across cultural
backgrounds. The event served as a
powerful reminder of yoga’s capacity to
bring people together, promoting a
sense of community and shared purpose.

AN B



INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

China sends scores of
planes across central line in
Taiwan Strait

TAIPEI. China sent 74 warplanes toward Taiwan
between late Thursday and early Friday, 61 of which
crossed the central line in the Taiwan Strait that
unofficially divides the sides, an unusually large
number as tensions remained heightened in the
region.It wasn’t clear why so many planes were
scrambled between late Thursday and early Friday,
as tabulated by Taiwan’s Defense Ministry. The
planes were sent in two separate tranches, it added.

China considers Taiwan its own territory and uses such
deployments to advertise its threat to encircle and
possibly invade the self-governing island. China also
hopes to intimidate Taiwan’s population of 23
million and wear down its equipment and the morale
of its armed forces.On Thursday, Taiwan's Ministry
of Foreign Affairs “confirmed and welcomed” the
transit of the British Royal Navy’s off-shore patrol
craft HMS Spey through the Taiwan Strait a day
earlier. The ship's transit, the ministry said, “once
again (reaffirmed the Strait's) status as international
waters.”“Such transits by the U.K. and other like-
minded countries are encouraged to safeguard peace
and stability in the Taiwan Strait, and to promote a
free and open Indo-Pacific,” the Foreign Ministry
said.Britain’s representative office in Taipei said in a
statement that the Spey had conducted a navigation
of the Taiwan Strait in accordance with international
law and rights provided under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea.Wherever the
Royal Navy operates, it does so in full compliance
with international law and exercises its right to
Freedom of Navigation and overflight,” the
statement added.China responded angrily, saying the
Eastern Theater Command of the People’s
Liberation Army “organized troops to monitor and
guard the entire process and effectively responded
and dealt with it."

How Israel Is Targetting Key
Iranian Nuclear Scientists

Atlanta.At least 14 nuclear scientists are believed to be
among those killed in Israel's Operation Rising Lion,
launched on June 13, 2025, ostensibly to destroy or
degrade Iran's nuclear program and military
capabilities.Deliberately targeting scientists in this
way aims to disrupt Iran's knowledge base and
continuity in nuclear expertise. Among those
assassinated were Mohammad Mehdi Tehranchi, a
theoretical physicist and head of Iran's Islamic Azad
University, and Fereydoun Abbasi-Davani, a nuclear
engineer who led Iran's Atomic Energy Organization.

Collectively, these experts in physics and engineering
were potential successors to Mohsen Fakhrizadeh,
widely regarded as the architect of the Iranian nuclear
program, who was assassinated in a November 2020
attack many blame on Israel.As two political
scientists writing a book about state targeting of
scientists as a counterproliferation tool, we
understand well that nuclear scientists have been
targeted since the nuclear age began. We have
gathered data on nearly 100 instances of what we call
"scientist targeting" from 1944 through 2025.The
most recent assassination campaign against Iranian
scientists is different from many of the earlier
episodes in a few key ways. Israel's recent attack
targeted multiple nuclear experts and took place
simultaneously with military force to destroy Iran's
nuclear facilities, air defenses and energy
infrastructure. Also, unlike previous covert
operations, Israel immediately claimed responsibility
for the assassinations.But our research indicates that
targeting scientists may not be effective for
counterproliferation. While removing individual
expertise may delay nuclear acquisition, targeting
alone is unlikely to destroy a program outright and
could even increase a country's desire for nuclear
weapons. Further, targeting scientists may trigger
blowback given concerns regarding legality and
morality.

Which Countries Use Nuclear
Power Without Developing
Nuclear Weapons

world. Nuclear power and nuclear weapons might be
rooted in the same technology, but not all nations
pursue both. Many have nuclear energy programmes
but have opted out of the weapon race. These nations
exemplify how atomic technology can be used
peacefully, even amid geopolitical tensions.

Here's a closer look at some of the countries that use
nuclear power but have not developed nuclear
weapons.

Japan

Japan, the only nation to suffer wartime atomic
bombings (Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 1945), adopted
a non-nuclear stance, guided by its ‘Three Non-
Nuclear Principles — no possession, production or
hosting of nuclear weapons. The country upholds the
peaceful use of nuclear energy to address its energy
security needs.

South Korea

South Korea dropped its nuclear weapons plans in the
1970s under US pressure and reaffirmed its
commitment with the 1992 Denuclearization
Declaration. Today, while nearly 29% of South
Korea's electricity comes from nuclear power, it
remains committed to peaceful use.

Germany

Germany does not possess nuclear weapons but
participates in NATO's nuclear sharing arrangement
by hosting US nuclear arms on its soil. While it once
relied on nuclear power, the country has undergone a
major energy shift. On April 15, 2023, Germany
permanently shut down its last three nuclear power
plants, marking a complete exit from nuclear energy.

Australia

Australia holds the world's largest known uranium
reserves — nearly a third of the global total — and
has mined the resource since 1954. Yet it operates no
nuclear power plants and has not developed nuclear
weapons.
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What is 'bunker buster' The US bomb that
reshape Israel-Iran conflic

could

Measuring 6.6m in length and
equipped with a hardened steel
casing and specialised delayed-fuse
system, the 30,000-pound GBU-57
is capable of penetrating up to 200ft
through rock or concrete before

exploding.

world. As Israel's confrontation with Iran
escalates, the American-made GBU-57
'bunker buster' bomb has drawn renewed
attention as the only weapon capable of
striking Iran's deeply buried nuclear sites,
raising questions over whether US
President Donald Trump will authorise its
use as he mulls over military
intervention.While Israel has already

targeted multiple nuclear-related sites and
struck key military positions, Fordo —
Iran’s heavily fortified underground
uranium enrichment plant — remains
untouched.Its depth and construction make
it nearly impossible to destroy without
outside help, raising questions about
whether the United States might intervene
more directly by deploying its bunker-
busting bomb.

What s the ‘bunker buster’?

The “bunker buster” broadly refers to bombs
designed to penetrate deep underground
before detonating.In this case, it
specifically refers to the GBU-57A/B
Massive Ordnance Penetrator, a 30,000-
pound (13,600 kg) precision-guided bomb
designed to destroy deeply buried bunkers
and tunnels, according to the US Air Force.

Measuring 6.6 metres in length and equipped
with ahardened steel casing and specialised
delayed-fuse system, the GBU-57 is

capable of penetrating up to 200 feet (61
meters) through rock or concrete before
exploding — much deeper than standard
munitions.“It’s not going to immediately
explode under that much shock and
pressure,” said Masao Dahlgren, a missile
defense fellow at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies (CSIS). “These
weapons need to be designed with thick,
hardened casings to punch through layers
of rock.”The US began designing the bomb
inthe early 2000s, and Boeing was awarded
an order for 20 units in 2009.

How is the bomb deployed?

The only aircraft capable of deploying the
GBU-57 is the US B-2 Spirit stealth
bomber, produced by Northrop Grumman.

While theoretically any aircraft with
sufficient capacity could deliver it, only the
B-2 has been configured and tested for the
task. With a range of 7,000 miles (11,000
km) without refueling — and over 11,500
miles (18,500 km) with aerial refueling —
the B-2 can reach targets worldwide. The B-
2 can carry two GBU-57 bombs, and
according to Former US Army Lt. Gen. and
RAND researcher Mark Schwartz,
multiple strikes would likely be required.
“They’re not going to just be one and
done,” he said.Earlier in May, B-2 bombers
were spotted at Diego Garcia, a strategic
UK-US military base in the Indian Ocean,
though they had reportedly left the area by
mid-June, according to AFP analysis of
satellite imagery.

Paris makes clean water bet
for River Seine bathers

Parisians and tourists will be
able to dive into the river
from July 5, weather
permitting, according to

Paris (France). A year on from athletes
competing in the River Seine during
the 2024 Paris Summer Olympics,
French authorities guarantee the water
will be safe for the public to swim in
this summer.Parisians and tourists will
be able to dive into the river from July 5,
weather permitting, according to
authorities. The public will be able to
access three bathing sites at bras Marie
in the heart of the historic centre, the
Grenelle district in the west of Paris, as
well as Bercy in the east.

Last year, water treatment stations,
holding tanks and connections to the
Parisian boat sanitation system were
installed."For the Games, we cleaned

up three quarters of the Seine. And the
water was 100 percent ready for
bathing on dry days," said Marc
Guillaume, the prefect for the Ile-de-
France region that includes
Paris.According to Guillaume, the top
state-appointed official for the region,
the new bathing zones will be popular.

This year, the weather is predicted to be

drier than the record rainfall during the
Games, which had led to the
cancellation of six of the eleven
competitions held the river."It was an
extraordinary moment (in 2024), but
swimming during the Games was not
an end in itself," Paris Mayor Anne

Hidalgo had told reporters in May.

"Making the Seine swimmable is first

10 years after Europe's

migration crisis, the
fallout reverherates in
Greece and heyond

and foremost a response to the LESBOS. Fleeing Iran with her husband and toddler,

objective of adapting to climate change,
butalso of quality oflife," she added.

Last year, Hidalgo dove into the Seine in

front of journalists from around the
world before the Games began.

The historic swim signalled the end of

years of efforts to clean the Seine and
the river which flows into it, the Marne.

Work had started in the 1990s, with an

initial investment of more than nine
billion euros (10.4 billion dollars) from
the greater Paris sanitation authorities.

Following initial efforts, the "bathing

plan" leading up to the 2024 Paris
Games was launched in 2016. The
French state and local authorities had
invested another 1.4 billion euros (1.6
billion dollars).The plan was focused
on preventing the city's waste waters
from flowing into the Seine.The mid-
19th century Parisian sewage system
often overflows on rainy days, causing
rain and waste waters to pour into the
river.

Israel and Iran launch strikes a week into their
war as new diplomatic effort takes shape

TEL AVIV. Israel and Iran exchanged
strikes a week into their war Friday as
President Donald Trump weighed US
military involvement and new
diplomatic efforts appeared to be
underway. Trump has been weighing
whether to attack Iran by striking its
well-defended Fordo uranium
enrichment facility, which is buried
under a mountain and widely
considered to be out of reach of all but
America’s “bunker-buster” bombs.He
said he'll decide within two weeks
whether the US military will get
directly involved in the war given the
“substantial chance” for renewed
negotiations over Tehran's nuclear
program.Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi appeared headed to
Geneva for meetings with the
European Union’s top diplomat and
counterparts from the United Kingdom,
France and Germany.A plane with his
usual call sign took off from the
Turkish city of Van, near the Iranian
border, flight-tracking data from

FlightRadar24 showed. Iran typically
acknowledges his departure hours
afterward.Britain’s foreign secretary
said he met at the White House with US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio and
envoy Steve Witkoff to discuss the
potential for a deal that could cool the
conflict.Israel said it conducted
airstrikes into Friday morning in Iran
with more than 60 aircraft hitting what
it said were industrial sites to
manufacture missiles. It did not
elaborate on the locations. It also said it
hit the headquarters of Iran’s
Organization of Defensive Innovation
and Research, known by its acronym in

Farsi, SPND.The US in the past has
linked that agency to alleged Iranian
research and testing tied to the
possible development of nuclear
explosive devices.Israeli airstrikes
reached into the city of Rasht on the
Caspian Sea early Friday, Iranian
media reported. The Israeli military
had warned the public to flee the area
around Rasht’s Industrial City,
southwest of the city’s downtown. But
with Iran’s internet shut off to the
outside world, it’s unclear just how
many people could see the message.

In Israel, a paramedic service said

missiles struck a residential area in
southern Israel causing damage to
buildings, including one six-story
building. They have provided medical
treatment to five people with minor
injuries such as bruises, smoke
inhalation, and anxiety, it said.

This comes a day after at least 80 patients

and medical workers were wounded in
a strike on the Soroka Medical Center

Amena Namjoyan reached a rocky beach of this eastern
Greek island along with hundreds of thousands of others.
For months, their arrival overwhelmed Lesbos. Boats
fell apart, fishermen dove to save people from drowning,
and local grandmothers bottle-fed newly arrived babies.

Namjoyan spent months in an overcrowded camp. She

learned Greek. She struggled with illness and depression
as her marriage collapsed. She tried to make a fresh start
in Germany but eventually returned to Lesbos, the island
that first embraced her. Today, she works at a restaurant,
preparing Iranian dishes that locals devour, even if they
struggle to pronounce the names. Her second child tells
her, “‘I"'m Greek.””

“Greece is close to my culture, and I feel good here,”

Namjoyan said. “I am proud of myself.”

In2015, more than 1 million migrants and refugees arrived

in Europe — the majority by sea, landing in Lesbos,
where the north shore is just 10 kilometers (6 miles)
from Turkey.The influx of men, women and children
fleeing war and poverty sparked a humanitarian crisis
that shook the European Union to its core. A decade later,
the fallout still reverberates on the island and
beyond.For many, Greece was a place of transit. They
continued on to northern and western Europe. Many
who applied for asylum were granted international
protection; thousands became European
citizens.Countless more were rejected, languishing for
years in migrant camps or living in the streets. Some
returned to their home countries. Others were kicked out
of the European Union.For Namjoyan, Lesbos is a
welcoming place — many islanders share a refugee
ancestry, and it helps that she speaks their language. But
migration policy in Greece, like much of Europe, has
shifted toward deterrence in the decade since the crisis.

Far fewer people are arriving illegally. Officials and

politicians have maintained that strong borders are
needed. Critics say enforcement has gone too far and
violates fundamental EU rights and values.“Migration is
now at the top of the political agenda, which it didn’t use
to be before 2015,” said Camille Le Coz Director of the
Migration Policy Institute Europe, noting changing EU
alliances.

in the southern city of Beersheba.

Israel wants him dead. Can Iran’s supreme
leader survive his greatest crisis yet

Ayatollah Khamenei faces a stark
choice: escalate against Israel and
risk severe damage, or pursue
diplomacy to avoid US involvement,
possibly at the cost of Iran’s
nuclear ambitions.

world. Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who crushed internal threats
repeatedly during more than three decades
in power, now faces his greatest challenge
yet.His archenemy, Israel, has secured free
rein over Iran’s skies and is decimating the
country’s military leadership and nuclear
program with its punishing air campaign. It
is also threatening his life: Israeli Defense
Minister Israel Katz said Khamenei
“cannot continue to exist.” The 86-year-old
leader faces a choice. He could escalate
Iran's retaliation against Israel and risk
even heavier damage from Israeli
bombardment. Or he could seek a

diplomatic solution that keeps the US out of
the conflict, and risk having to give up the
nuclear program he has put at the center of
Iranian policy for years.In a video address
on Wednesday, he sounded defiant, vowing
“the Iranian nation is not one to surrender”
and warning that if the US steps in, it will
bring “irreparable damage to them.”When
he rose to power in 1989, Khamenei had to
overcome deep doubts about his authority
as he succeeded the leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.
A low-level cleric at the time, Khamenei
didn't have his predecessor's religious
credentials. With his thick glasses and
plodding style, he didn't have his fiery
charisma either.But Khamenei has ruled
three times longer than the late Khomeini
and has shaped Iran’s Islamic Republic
perhaps even more dramatically. He
entrenched the system of rule by the
“mullahs," or Shiite Muslim clerics. That
secured his place in the eyes of hardliners as
the unquestionable authority — below only
that of God.At the same time, Khamenei

built the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard
into the dominant force in Iran’s military
and internal politics. The Guard boasts
Iran’s most elite military and oversees its
ballistic missile program.Its international
arm, the Quds Force, pieced together the
“Axis of Resistance,” the collection of pro-
Iranian proxies stretching from Yemen to
Lebanon that for years gave Iran
considerable power across the
region.Khamenei also gave the Guard a
free hand to build a network of businesses
allowing it to dominate Iran’s economy. In
return, the Guard became his loyal shock
force.He fended off domestic

challengesThe first major threat to
Khamenei’s grip was the reform movement
that swept into a parliament majority and
the presidency soon after he became
supreme leader. The movement advocated
for giving greater power to elected officials
— something Khamenei’s hardline
supporters feared would lead to
dismantling the Islamic Republic system.

Khamenei stymied the reformists by rallying
the clerical establishment. Unelected
bodies run by the mullahs succeeded in
shutting down major reforms and barring
reform candidates from running in
elections.

The Revolutionary Guard and Iran’s other
security agencies crushed waves of protests
that followed the failure of the reform
movement. Huge nationwide protests
erupted in 2009 over allegations of vote-
rigging.Under the weight of sanctions,
economic protests broke out in 2017 and
2019. More nationwide protests broke out
in 2022 over the death of Mahsa Amini after
police detained her for not wearing her
mandatory headscarf properly.
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Life has come full circle:
Karun Nair ready for Test
comeback in England series

New Delhi. Karun Nair is set to experience a
full-circle moment as he prepares to return to
Test cricket after eight long years, with a
likely appearance in the upcoming series
against England.After making his debut in
2016, following which he made his mark with
a whopping 300 in Chennai, Nair was unable
to get an extended run in the side, with his last
Test being played against Australia at
Dharamsala in 2017.Having delivered
consistent performances on the domestic
circuit, and with the recent retirements of Test
stalwarts Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli, Nair
has climbed the pecking order and now looks
poised to feature in the playing XI.In an
interview with the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), Nair spoke about his
determination to make a comeback. He
admitted to being desperate to return to the
national side and said he had done everything
within his power to turn that ambition into
reality."My first thought when I woke up was
that I wanted to play Test cricket. I want to
play for India again. That's probably what
kept me going and kept me hungry. The
driving force go to training every day, go to

y .‘\
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practise every day. I had a goal of wanting to
play Test cricket again, and I was always
looking at playing test cricket, and every day,
every morning, I used to wake up thinking,
what I should do to achieve that goal," Nair
shared.

SENSE OF BELONGING IN THE INDIAN
TEAM

Named in India's squad for the Test tour of
England, the 32-year-old expressed his joy
and relief at earning a recall. He said he now
feels confident about belonging at the highest
level and is thrilled to be back in the Indian
dressing room."Feeling honoured to wear
this jersey and honoured to be representing
my country. When [ saw everyone for the first
time, that's when I felt that [ was finally in the
team. Till then, it was like a wait for me to
kind of start feeling like I'd made it again. It's
been a few years," he commented.He
mentioned how it was a full-circle moment in
his career, considering that he was part of the
squad for the 2018 tour but did not get a
game. Now he makes his return to where he
leftand is looking to enjoy his time in whites.

OTD: Rahul Dravid, Virat Kohli
and Sourav Ganguly make
Test debuts for India

New Delhi. June 20 holds a special place in
Indian cricket history, marking the Test
debuts of three players who would go on to
become giants of the game — Sourav
Ganguly, Rahul Dravid and Virat Kohli.
Though they started in different years and
under varying circumstances, each of them
left a lasting impact on Indian cricket.In
1996, India were on tour in England and
arrived at Lord’s for the second Test of the
series. With the team undergoing changes,
Ganguly and Dravid were handed their Test
caps. What followed became the stuff of
legend. Ganguly, batting at No. 3, scored a
majestic 131 on debut, announcing himself'in
style at the Home of Cricket. His cover drives
and confidence under pressure stood out
instantly.At the other end, Dravid, who came
in at No. 7, compiled a solid 95 before falling
justshort of a debut century. While Ganguly’s
innings was more flamboyant, Dravid’s
knock was marked by grit and classical
technique — qualities that would define his
career. That Test marked the start of two
outstanding journeys, with both players

becoming the backbone of India’s middle
order for years to come.Fifteen years later, on
the same date in 2011, a young Virat Kohli
made his Test debut against the West Indies at
Sabina Park in Kingston. Fresh off India’s

World Cup triumph earlier that year,
expectations were high. However, Kohli
endured a difficult start, scoring 4 and 15 in
his two innings. The challenge of red-ball
cricket proved a steep learning curve.Despite
that modest beginning, Kohli quickly adapted
to the demands of the format. He went on to
become one of India’s most prolific Test
batsmen and a successful captain, leading the
side to memorable victories both at home and
abroad. Kohli retired as India's most
successful Test captain. The former skipper
amassed an impressive 9,230 runs from 123
Tests at an average of 46.85, including 30
centuries and 31 half-centuries. He made his
Testdebutin 2011 against the West Indies and
played his final match earlier this year against
Australia atthe Sydney Cricket Ground.

Sai Sudharsan or Abhimanyu Easwaran: Ex-
cricketers back experience over potential

««Fenerhahce demand investigation of
the Turkish disciplinary authority

«Jose Mourinho was allegedly
targetted by the Turkish FA

««Mourinho has been critical of the
Turkish referees in the league

Noida. India's vice-captain Rishabh Pant has
already clarified the batting order for himself
and captain Shubman Gill. However, one
major question remains: who will occupy the
crucial No. 3 spot?Over the years, stalwarts
like Cheteshwar Pujara and Rahul Dravid
have defined what it means to bat at No. 3-
anchoring the innings, facing a bulk of
deliveries, blunting the new ball, and laying
the foundation for the middle order to
flourish.In the current squad, the contenders
for that role appear to be the experienced
Abhimanyu Easwaran and the in-form
youngster Sai Sudharsan.The 23-year-old
Sudharsan, a stylish left-hander from Tamil
Nadu, is coming off a stellar IPL season,

-

where he won the orange cap (most runs)
while Easwaran has remained on the fringes-
often away from the domestic scene due to
regular stints with India A and periodic call-
ups to the senior side.Several former
cricketers believe it's time India backed
experience over promise and handed
Easwaran a long-awaited opportunity.
Among them is former India batter
Mohammed Kaif, who voiced his support on
X (formerly Twitter), stating that Easwaran's
consistent run in first-class cricket deserves
recognition at the highest level.Kaif also
expressed disappointment over the

exclusion of Sarfaraz Khan, despite his
impressive performances in practice
matches. He urged the selectors not to repeat
the same mistake with Easwaran,
emphasising the importance of rewarding
sustained domestic excellence.

Abhimanyu Easwaran deserves to be in the
playing XI before Sai Sudarshan. Easwaran's
27 first-class hundreds, almost 8k FC runs,
need to be respected.

By dropping Sarfraz, someone who scored
runs for India A in England, the selectors
made a mistake. They shouldn't repeat it by
keeping Easwaran out of the Leeds Test,"

(PL 2025: Trinbago Knight Riders appoint
Dwayne Bravo as new head coach

«Dwayne Bravo named head coach
of TKR for Caribbean Premier

League 2025
«Bravo played 107 (PL matches
and helped TKR win four titles

«Phil Simmons leaves TKR to coach
Bangladesh men's national team

New Delhi. Trinbago Knight Riders (TKR)
have appointed Dwayne Bravo as their head
coach for the 2025 edition of the Caribbean
Premier League (CPL), ushering in a new
era for the most successful franchise in
tournament history. Bravo replaces Phil
Simmons, who has taken up the role of head
coach of the Bangladesh men's national

team.A CPL stalwart, Bravo’s association
with the tournament stretches back to its
inception in 2013. He played 107 matches
across 11 seasons, finishing with 129
wickets at an economy rate of 8.74. Nine of
those seasons were spent with TKR, a
franchise he helped to four titles, and a fifth
with St Kitts and Nevis Patriots in 202 1—his
lone season away, which also saw him lead

the side to their maiden crown."It's
an honour to be given the
opportunity to be head coach of
TKR, a team that’s very close to my
heart,” Bravo said in a post on social
media. “I would like to personally
thank Coach Phil Simmons for his
time and commitment over the last
few years, and now I look forward to
this new challenge for me and my
staff.”This appointment continues
Bravo’s growing coaching
portfolio. Last year, he was named
head coach of the Abu Dhabi Knight Riders
in the ILT20, another team owned by the
Knight Riders group. He also served as a
mentor for the Kolkata Knight Riders in the
2025 IPL and had stints as a bowling
consultant with Chennai Super Kings in
2023 and 2024, following his retirement
from playing in the IPLin 2022.

Women's Asian Cup qualifiers
moved to Qatar amid Israel-lran war

KUALA LUMPUR. Women's Asian Cup
qualifiers originally starting next week in
Jordan have been moved to Qatar because of
the "ongoing situation" in the Middle East,
football officials said Friday.Tensions have
escalated in the region after Israel and Iran
intensified air strikes against each other,
with the conflict risking the involvement of

«1he Foothall Association of
Singapore (FAS) said

the United States.The Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) said that matches in
qualifying Group A scheduled June 23-July
5 in the Jordanian capital Amman have been
moved to Qatar and will now take place July
7-19."More details on the venue and match
timings will be confirmed in due course,"
the AFC said in a statement.Jordan,

separately that the move
was due to the "ongoing
situation in the region and
logistical concerns raised hy"
the participating teams.

Singapore, Iran, Lebanon and Bhutan are in
Group A qualifying for the Women's Asian
Cup in Australia in March 2026.The
Football Association of Singapore (FAS)
said separately that the move was due to the
"ongoing situation in the region and
logistical concerns raised by" the
participating teams.There are eight
qualifying groups with the winner of each
booking a spot at the 2026 showpiece.

Hosts Australia, South Korea, Japan and
holders China are already sure of their
places.

Kaif highlighted.Meanwhile, former
cricketer-turned-coach WV Raman offered a
different perspective. Instead of batting at
No. 3, he believes the Bengal veteran should
be slotted at the very top of the order.Like
Kaif, Raman expressed frustration over
Easwaran's limited opportunities and feels
that the current situation presents the ideal
chance for him to finally make his mark in
Test cricket."Let's not forget that Easwaran
has been getting runs much higher than him
over a long period. We have had Easwaran as
a part of the squad. We are not playing him.
And that is again creating a lot of dilemmas
when the next selection comes up. We will
have to try and reward him fully in the sense
that there is no point picking him in the
squad," Raman said in an interview with the
Times of India."There is a vacant slot at the
top of the order. And here you have, on the
other hand, you have a player who has been
opening right through his life, who has got
runs almost every season. And then you pick
him in the squad. When there is an opening
slot which is vacant, you don't use him. I
think we need to first answer that particular
bit," he added.

No Karun Nair: Ajinkya
Rahane's big call in India
playing XI for England Test

Ajinkya Rahane, the experienced middle-order
batter who has been out of favour for quite
some time, offered an interesting take on what
India's playing XI should look like for the first
Test against England at Headingley, starting
Friday, June 20. Notably, Rahane left out in-
form domestic star Karun Nair and instead
picked Dhruv Jurel in his XI.Speaking on his
YouTube channel, Rahane shared his thoughts
based on his international experience.
Rishabh Pant, India's newly appointed vice-
captain, had already confirmed during the pre-
match press conference that skipper Shubman
Gill would bat at number four, with Pant
himself following at number five. That leaves
a question mark over the number three and
number six spots.Given Karun Nair's stron
domestic season and his recent double-
hundred during the practice match, many
expected him to feature in one of those
middle-order positions.Nair has been through
the grind since being dropped from the side in
2018, consistently performing in both first-
class and List A cricket. He scored 863 runs in
the recent Ranji Trophy season and followed it
up with 779 runs in the Vijay Hazare Trophy.

RAHANE BACKS SUDHARSAN TO BAT AT
NO:3

Rahane believes that the young and
swashbuckling talent, Sai Sudharsan,
deserves a chance at the number three spot. He
backed Sudharsan's inclusion based on his
Indian Premier League season and his recent
domestic performances as well.

"I think so. Yes, he has been in very good form in
T20 cricket as well as red-ball cricket.
Whatever domestic matches he has played,
he's done really well for his side and his
technique looks really composed and calm
whenever he is batting at the crease, so I think
he should be given a chance to bat at number
three.All eyes will be on the screen as the
Shubman Gill era officially begins. Fans and
experts alike will be eager to see how the
playing XI shapes up - and whether Karun
Nair manages to make the cut.

Paris Diamond League: After breaking 20m
iinx, Neeraj Chopra eyes first win in 2025

Neeraj broke the 90-metre barrier at Doha
Diamond League this year

w-Neeraj returns to Paris for a Diamond
League meeting after eight years

wFive out of the eight competitors have a
personal best above 90 metres

New Delhi. "Not just for me, but at least for
Indians, the burden has been reduced." These
were the words of Neeraj Chopra when he
was finally able to break the 90-metre mark
at the Doha Diamond League in May this
year. It was a dragon that Neeraj had been
chasing for quite some time after starting his
journey in 2018. He came close a few times
but was never really able to get over the line.
But finally, at the Suheim bin Hamad
Stadium, Neeraj was able to hit 90.23 m and
get the monkey off his back.However, that
wasn't enough for him to get the win on the

day as Germany's Julian Weber was able to
produce a throw of 91.06 m with his final
throw in Doha and claim the top step of the
podium. Now, in a stacked card that includes
some big names, the 27-year-old will look to
go again, with a first title win in mind.This
will be the first time in eight years that Neeraj
will compete in a Diamond League event in
Paris. He had skipped the event last year to
focus on the Paris Olympics, where he
finished with a silver medal. The last time he
took part was as a junior world champion,
and he finished fifth with the best throw of
84.67 m. Since then, the legend of Neeraj has
grown, adding an Olympic gold and silver to
his name.

NEERAJIN 2025

Neeraj started his year by winning the Potch
Invitational Meet in Potchefstroom, South
Africa, in April with a modest throw of 84.52
m. His first Diamond League appearance
was in Doha, where he broke the 90-metre
jinx and finished second behind Weber. The
German upstaged Neeraj once again at the

Janusz Kusocinski Memorial in Poland last
month with a throw of 86.12 m.

The coaching changes he made after the end of
last season have worked wonders for Neeraj
as Jan Zelezny, the world record holder in
javelin, has given him a new perspective to
things. Now, the aim is to get that first title in
the bag, especially with the Neeraj Chopra
Classic in India just a few weeks away.

STACKED FIELD IN PARIS
However, the Indian star will have his work
cut out. The Indian ace will be up against
Weber once again, who will form a
formidable lineup that will contain the
likes of Andersen Peters, Julius Yego and
Keshorn Walcott. In fact, out of the eight
participants, five have a personal best
above 90 metres.Peters achieved the mar
in 2022 and has the best personal throw
(93.07 m) amongst the eight participants.
He also took part in the Doha Diamond
League and the Janusz Kusocinski
Memorial in Poland and finished in the
third spot.The Paris Diamond League
organisers were happy with the star cast for
the event and expect Neeraj to be the main
attraction of the evening."Few meetings can
boast a field of five javelin throwers over
90m. Foremost amongst them is Tokyo
Olympic champion and Paris silver medallist
Neeraj Chopra of India, who is as powerful
as he is consistent," the Paris DL organisers
stated in a promotional release for the event.
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Is Vibing To Ranjheya Ve
Like No One Is Watching

ﬁ vneet Kaur has emerged as a social media sensation primarily for her fashion-

forward style and dance performances. She often shares content related to her life,

fashion and entertainment on Instagram. Known for carrying bold and risque
looks, the diva recently grabbed attention with her elegance in a traditional embroidered
mustard suit. Needless to say, she looked gorgeous.In a video shared on Instagram,
Avneet is seen vibing to the romantic Punjabi track, Ranjheya Ve, from singer duo Zain
‘and Zohaib. She kept her hair open and let them cascade down her shoulders and
accessorised her look with long oxidised earrings and a bindi. Above all, her adorable
smile mesmerised the audience. She captioned the post , writing, “Song.”
Fans and admirers were quick to share their reactions to the video. An Instagram user
wrote, “Looking so pretty." Another person said, *So apsara coded." One of them
shared, “Khoobsurat."Recently, Avneet Kaur made headlines after she met Hollywood
star Tom Cruise o8 0l o U N ]
‘during the premiere . | 1
of Mission:
impossible- The
‘Final Reckoning in
‘London. Not only
did she meet the
actor and interact
with him, but also
receive a lovely
compliment from
- him. .
aking to Instagram, |
the actress shared a |/}
video of herself
interacting with the §
Hollywood
heartthrob, which
sent the fans into a
frenzy. The clip
begins with Avneet
asking Tom, “*How are you?" to which he replies, “Great! Very nice to see you." He then
complimented her outfit, and said, “Beautiful dress! So elegant, so elegant.”
Furthermore, Tom Cruise held her hand as she walked ahead. Avneet then congratulated
him and said, “Congratulations on the amazing premiere, well deserved. Amazing," He
replied, “Thank you." Sharing the clip, Avneet wrote in the caption, “Tom, the
gentleman that you are."
On the work front, Avneet Kaur made her Bollywood debut with the 2014 action thriller
film Mardaani, where she played the role of Meera, the niece of Rani Mukerji’s
character. However, she gained widespread recognition after her appearance in the lead
role in Tiku Weds Sheru, alongside Nawazuddin Siddiqui. The film was directed by Sai
Kabir and produced by Kangana Ranaut. She will be next seen in the film Love In
Vietnam opposite Shantanu Maheshwari,

Rukmini Vasanth

Shares New Photo, Fans Believe
She Is Joining Jr NTR’s Next

ukmini Vasanth has sparked a fresh wave of
speculation among fans with her latest social
nedia post. Fans believe that she is hinting at
a potential collaboration with Telugu superstar Jr
NTR. While there has been no official
confirmation, her caption has left fans buzzing with

the film are planning to drop the title Dragon and
are actively looking for a new one. The reason? A
Tamil film with a similar name was released earlier
this year which was also dubbed into Telugu. To
avoid legal complications, the team decided to seek
anew title for the upcoming film.

excitement.Taking to her Instagram handle, According toareportby Pinkvilla, the title Dragon is
Rukmini shared a photo which immediately went

already registered which prevents the production
house from reusing the title within a_
short period. The entertainment
portal also quoted a source as saying,
“The issue stems from the fact that
Dragon is already a registered title
with a 2025-released Tamil film,
which restricts the production team
from locking it officially. Moreover,
the Tamil film titled ‘Dragon’ was
also dubbed in Telugu. To avoid legal
complications and fan confusion,
especially in the Telugu-speaking
market, the makers are taking no
chances."
Directed by Prashanth Neel, the
upcoming film is creating a lot of
buzz online. With names like Jr NTR, Prashanth
Neel and Mythri Movie Makers associated with the
project, expectations are rising high, with fans
cagerly awaiting the title announcement, followed
by glimpses.Last year, in an interview for the
production house Hombale Films, Prashanth Neel
revealed that his upcoming film with Jr NTR will be
aperiod drama.

viral. Her caption read, “Tiger Tiger Burning
Light." Fans immediately reacted saying that she is
the next leading lady of Jr NTR’s next upcoming
film. However, makers are yet to confirm it. JrNTR
and Prashanth Neel are collaborating for their next
film which is said to be period drama. It is also
rumoured that it might get a new title soon.
According to the latest development, the makers of

Naga Chaitanya Smiles As

Sobhita Dhulipala Enjoys Dosa At
Akhil Akkineni’s Wedding Bash

ecently, Nagarjuna’s son Akhil Akkineni

got married in an intimate ceremony. The

wedding photos were later released and
went viral, too. However, now a video from the
wedding bash is going around. Naga Chaitanya
and Sobhita Dhulipala were spotted sharing a
heartwarming moment at the post-wedding
feast, and fans can’t stop gushing over the
chemistry.

A video, shared by a caterer, has gone viral. The
video starts with the preparation of all the
delicacies and how they are being served at the
wedding. From crispy dosas, fresh idlis and
more treats are being prepared for the wedding
guests. What grabbed attention was Sobhita
gorging on food with the rest of the guests and
doting husband Chaitanya Akkineni is smiling
watching her.

Recently, Akhil Akkineni, the younger son of
actors Nagarjuna and Amala Akkineni, has tied
the knot with artist and businesswoman Zainab
Ravdjee in an intimate ceremony in
Hyderabad. The couple exchanged vows in a
traditional Telugu wedding held in the early
hours of Friday, surrounded by close friends
and family.

Dressed in a soft yellow sherwani, Chaitanya
looked elegant for the occasion, while Sobhita
turned heads in a cream saree paired with a
contrasting full-sleeved red blouse. In his
caption, Chaitanya wrote, “Congrats to the
newlyweds, welcome to the family dear
Zainab, (@akkineniakhil." Sobhita shared the
same image, adding, “Welcome to the family
dear Z Congratulations to the
newlyweds."Chaitanya was last seen in,
Thandel. During the film’s trailer launch event
in Vizag, he also talked about his wife, actress
Sobhita Dhulipala, who also hails from the city.
“Vizag is so close to my heart that I fell in love
with a Vizag girl and married her. Now, there’s
a piece of Vizag in my home too. Even in my
household, the ruling party is Vizag. So,
brothers, I have a small request—Thandel
should rock Vizag’s box office; otherwise, I'll
lose my honour athome. Please!" he said.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu's
Rumoured BF Raj Nidimoru's
Ex-Wife Drops Cryptic Note:

'Best To Remain Silent'

R - . = W

s speculations about Samantha Ruth

Prabhu and Raj Nidimoru‘s rumoured

relationship continue to create a stir on
social media, the director’s former wife,
Shhyamali De’s, recent Instagram Story has
caught everyone’s attention. Shhyamali De
took to her Instagram Story to share a post
about remaining silent and letting destiny take
action,

The post read, “Whatever is destined not to
happen will not happen, try hard as you may.
Whatever is destined to happen will happen, do
what you may to prevent it. This is certain. The
best course, therefore, is to remain silent."
While Shhyamali often takes to Instagram to
share quotes, they have particularly caught
everyone’s attention since Samantha Ruth
Prabhu and Raj Nidimoru’s dating buzz caught
momentum.

While she hasn’t named anyone directly in any of
her posts, the timing of her messages has fans
and followers wondering if they’re linked to
the ongoing buzz. Though subtle, the quotes
have been interpreted by many as a possible
reaction to the reports of Samantha and Raj
spending more time together. The speculation
intensified after Samantha shared photos from
a recent trip, one of which showed her resting
her head on Raj’s shoulderduring a flight.

Is Raj Nidimoru Dating Samantha Ruth
Prabhu?

While there is no confirmation on whether Raj is
now dating Samantha, the actress’ recent
Instagram post has caused a frenzy online. In
one image, Samantha is seen posing alongside
Raj Nidimoru and the rest of the Subham team
in front of the film’s banner. But it was the
second photo, a cosy in-flight selfie with
Samantha resting her head on Raj’s shoulder,
that really got fans talking. While neither of
them has confirmed the nature of their
relationship, the affectionate snap has led
many to wonder if Samantha is subtly making
things official.As for Raj and Shhyamali,
according to reports, they tied the knot in 2015
but separated in 2022. Shhyamali De is a
psychology graduate and has worked as an
assistant director with Rakeysh Omprakash
Mehra and Vishal Bhardwaj. She is also a
scriptwriter and has worked as a creative
consultant for films like Rang De Basanti,
Omkara, and Ek Nodir Golpo.
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