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Writing the Emergency:
Early notes from the
underground

India must win over neighbours or will lose out

China has won over these countries by providing timely financial, infrastructural and other material support as required by them.

TO subdue an enemy without fighting is the acme of skill —

Next week, it will be 50 years since the
Emergency was proclaimed by Indira Gandhi.
Like last year, when the new parliament was
constituted, it is bound to generate a lot of
rhetoric, blame, counter-blame and also false
moral equivalences with the present.

When it comes to documenting the brutalities of
the Emergency, a good majority of the
literature falls under the genre of memoir,
which captures emotion, heroics and suffering.
These came much after the Emergency was
lifted, and after many cubic feet of water had
passed under the arches of Indian politics. But
equally or more fascinating was the vigorous
real-time pamphleteering that happened during
the Emergency.It is pamphlets, both
anonymous and signed, that characterised the
Emergency and scarred the Congress and the
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty permanently. They
constructed an enduring perception of the time.

It may be instructive to revisit the very first
underground pamphlet that was smuggled out
of India via London during this time, and
published in faraway United States by a
diaspora group called Indians for Democracy
(IFD). The pamphlet was provocative,
polemical and plain angry, with colourful
phrases of personal attack on Indira Gandhi.

The pamphlet’s ideological position was clear
and the international references it made not just
automatically created a wider appeal, but
looked like a deliberate effort to seek a bigger
audience. It invoked the historical context of
Nazi Germany to drive home the emerging
situation in India rather effectively. In parts, it
was also an instruction manual on how to build
resistance while underground.The words
‘fascist’ and ‘dictator’ was liberally sprinkled
for Indira Gandhi in almost every paragraph of
the long document, which was roughly over
5,000 words long. Indira Gandhi was all
through referred to with ‘Nehru’ as her middle
name—"‘Indira Nehru Gandhi’.The author of
the ‘historical document’ was George
Fernandes, chairman of the Socialist Party of
India. It was datelined June 26, 1975, at
Gopalpur-by-sea, where his wife Leila Kabir’s
family had a bungalow, and from where he had
escaped arrest. The IFD publication date was
July 1, 1975. This meant it had travelled across
the seas with remarkable speed, within a week
of it being penned.There was a short covering
letter to the pamphlet, which said that all the
firepower of the British army and all the
repressive measures of the imperialists had
come to nothing before Mahatma Gandhi’s
movement of non-violence. Therefore, the
response to “this violent war on the people” of
India should remain peaceful and non-violent.
“Of course, Mrs Gandhi and her sycophants
lack the conscience and sense of history that
the British possessed... She will go like all the
despots have gone before her—into the dustbin
of history,” it proclaimed.The beginning had
three quotes on democracy and dictatorship by
Mahatma Gandhi, Jayaprakash Narayan and
Rammanohar Lohia. Then, it said, that Nehru’s
daughter presenting herself as a “dictator” was
not surprising because one saw it coming. It
had become evident when Indira Gandhi had
started filling up her party with “defectors,
opportunists, time-servers, sycophants, with a
large sprinkling of riffraff and other scum of
our society”.Fernandes calls the proclamation
of the Emergency the “blackest day yet” in the
nation’s torturous history. He says Indira
Gandhi had administered the coup de grace to
whatever remained of Indian democracy. It was
about “evil’s triumph over good” and all that
was “decent in our society”.

Sun Tzu, the famous Chinese General, said this around
500 BC; it holds good today as well. The Chinese have
been good students of their old military strategist, as can
be seen in their ‘String of Pearls’ geopolitical strategy vis-
a-vis the Indian sub-continent and the Indian Ocean
through which a large percentage of global shipments
pass.They have built ports in Gwadar (Pakistan),
Hambantota (Sri Lanka), Kyaukpyu (Myanmar) and
Djibouti. When tied with their Belt and Road initiative,
their domination of the region and ability to project
Chinese trade and military strength is apparent. Their
economy grew at 9 per cent from 1978 to 2005, propelling
them from being one of the poorest
countries to the second-largest economy in
the world.At the same time, a long-term
geopolitical strategy was also put into
motion. These ports and other
infrastructure have been decades in the
making. Today, while observing the
political map of the sub-continent, one
can’t avoid seeing the increasingly isolated
environment that we find ourselves in. The
entire northwestern border with Pakistan is
hostile; to the northeast, China dominates
the canvas, with a hostile Bangladesh, a
neutral Nepal, rogue Myanmar and a
fragile Bhutan. To the south, Sri Lanka
finds itself increasingly under Chinese
influence. The Tamil-Sinhalese conflict
over the years, followed by a misguided
IPKF operation, eroded a lot of trust.
Nothing much has been done in the
following decades to repair this relationship. Maldives,
an old ally, barely tolerates us today. We have no
meaningful trade agreement with Southeast Asia, so
where do we stand?The world is caught up in a whirlpool
of extreme violence and there are so many more
flashpoints which can only lead us to further violence.
Three years ago, when war erupted in Ukraine, our Prime
Minister gave a call to shed violence — “this is not an era
of war” found resonance around the globe. However,
since then, the world seems irrevocably drawn towards
the vortex of a cataclysmic denouement. Before coming
to the catastrophe taking place in the Middle East and
Ukraine, let us first see how we are placed in today’s
scenario.lt is true that we have almost never sought war,
but when it has come calling at our door, we have always
stepped up and defended ourselves. However, the
important thing is to deflect war from our borders before
it starts to take a toll. For this, deft diplomacy is called for,
backed with a very strong defence force. We should be

proactive first in our neighbourhood and with our friends
around us. We seem to be having hardly any friends in our
vicinity. This is not an overnight development but the
result of painstaking policy initiatives taken by China in
the absence of any meaningful effort by us. Whereas we
have sought to live in self-denial, China has played deft
hardball and won over these countries by providing
timely financial, infrastructural and other material
support as required by them. Now they have the capacity
to disturb our borders and border states, whether it’s the
northeast or northwest. An active diplomatic mission
with strategic goals could have avoided this scenario.

In Kashmir, where our land was stained by Pakistani

agencies in their quest for bloodlust, we stood firm, and
our political leadership and armed forces were resolute
and decisive in their response. The result of proactive
measures was that after four days, the enemy sued for
peace, and we generously accepted their plea, although
there was a strong lobby in favour of more stringent
action. US President Trump did claim credit for the
ceasefire, but our PM has categorically told him that India
has never and will never accept third-party mediation.

The US, its President and military leadership have praised

Pakistan for its so-called help in containing terrorism. Its
military spokesperson conveyed this in very laudatory
terms before the US Senate Armed Forces Committee.
And Trump hosted the Pakistani Army Chief at the White
House on Wednesday.In the recent cross-border skirmish,
the Chinese, of course, were with the Pakistanis, the
Russians not as effusive in their support to us as before
and the American tone and tenor were disparaging.
Compare this with the Treaty of Peace, Friendship and
Cooperation signed between India and the Soviet Union

(il shock a threat to economic resilience in the near term

in 1971. The US deployed the 7th Fleet, while the UK sent

a carrier group against us. However, the Soviets countered

the pincer move with a deployment of nuclear submarines

and destroyer groups. The US and the UK retreated, and
the rest is history. One might attribute this to Cold War
dynamics, but the fact is that when we needed an ally, we
had one.For long, Indian soft power has helped the country
punch way above its weight. India was one of the key
organisers of the Bandung Conference (1955) on Asian-

African cooperation; India and other NAM countries took

the initiative to foster close relationships with Africa, with

Nehru naming it a ‘sister’ continent. Since then,

subsequent governments kept the effort going in
developing closer ties — did something go amiss
recently that no one rallied to our cause? Nepal and
especially the Nepalese army have had an umbilical
relationship with us, with many of their generals
having been trained at the NDA. The Indian Gurkha
regiment regularly recruited Nepalese citizens —
why did this stop? From being the chief supporters
and architects of the independence of Bangladesh,
why do we find ourselves on the opposite side
today?Some Western countries did try to play fair;
however, the disquieting thing was the silence of
our neighbours.

The conflict in the Middle East threatens to engulfthe
entire region, with the belligerents bent upon a
Machiavellian desire to obliterate the other.
Increasingly, technology in the form of drones and
missiles gives it an apocalyptic dimension. We see
eerie images of the night sky lighting up with the
fire trails of missiles and hear haunting sounds of
air raid sirens. In Europe, war rages on between

Russia supported by its allies and Ukraine backed by
NATO. Are there deeper dimensions to these regional wars
— of course.The US hegemony, both economic and
military, is being challenged by a combined Russia and
China. The old order of NATO, which held strong in the
20th century, is weakened by an increasingly nationalistic
America. There is a need for us to be proactive in the
formulation and execution of our foreign policy. We must
win over our neighbourhood (we cannot choose our
neighbours) through shared diplomatic and economic
goals.On the international scene, maintaining silence or
being seemingly neutral are not always good options.
Sometimes, it is wise to show your hand while keeping an
ace up your sleeve. Whenever the question of a ceasefire
has come up in the UN regarding the Ukraine war, we have
abstained. Similarly, in respect of Gaza, we have
abstained. The result is neither the West is happy with us
nor Russia. It is time to make amends and develop strong
friendships as well as strong deterrence.

Qil demand in India is expected to increase by 1 million barrels per day between 2024 and 2030. Therefore, any

escalation in tensions in West Asia can hit the country’s economic interests in the short and medium terms

Oil is on the boil again. With West Asia getting dragged

into another war, crude oil prices have surged past $76 a
barrel from around $60 a month ago. Some oil
infrastructures in Iran, which has the world’s third
largest reserves of crude and second largest reserves of
gas, have come under attack by Israel. Even in a market
where its scope is heavily curtailed by Western
sanctions, Iran is the ninth-largest oil producer with a
large amount of its exports going to China. The war also
threatens disruption of supplies through the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical sea passage in the region through
which between a fifth and a quarter of the world’s
seaborne traded oil passes. These fears have pushed
crude prices through the roof, with several analysts
estimating prices to cross the $100 mark if the
geopolitical tensions persist. The uncertainty of a
diplomatic solution anchored by the US has not helped
the situation. The rising prices would be a big blow for

India, which has successfully managed to keep inflation

double whammy—on inflation as well as the current
account
below 4 percent this financial year. Higher prices can be a India’s crude oil basket has hit the $76 mark after averaging

Manufacturing a superpower

A country that can make its own weapons and defend its people without external support can claim to be a true powerhouse. At a time of heightened

$67-68 in April and May. The country had managed
to keep its oil import bill in check, with the value of
crude imports rising by only 2.7 percent in 2024-25.
However, if oil prices surge along the trajectory they
have been predicted to, the import bill would rise
drastically and feed retail inflation. There will also
be the risk of imported inflation, with manufacturing
and freight costs rising elsewhere. India is
successfully transitioning on the path of green
energy, but it is still heavily dependent on fossil
fuels, 80 percent of which it imports. A recent report
by the International Energy Agency suggests India
could be the primary global demand driver for
petroleum products through 2030. It says oil demand
in India is expected to increase by 1 million barrels
per day between 2024 and 2030. Therefore, any
escalation in tensions in West Asia can hit the
country’s economic interests in the short and
medium terms, despite the recent rush of positive news on
the domestic macroeconomic front.

geopolitical risks, Indian industry, qgovernment and academia must come together to support self-reliance

With the success of Operation Sindoor, India has
established itself as a military power capable of
defending its people without external support. This
is the result of not just the government’s strategic
interventions and the valour of our armed forces,
but also our economic ascendency and domestic
industrial excellence.With a “focused, measured
and non-escalatory” approach, the operation
neutralised imminent threats while avoiding
civilian casualties. India’s defence systems
intercepted most aerial threats and showcased our
technological edge and operational preparedness to
the world.India’s ascent as a global power is closely
intertwined with its pursuit of defence self-reliance.
The ongoing transformation in the sector is a quiet
revolution that positions the country as a
formidable global player in military
manufacturing. Defence exports in 2024-25
reached 723,622 crore, a remarkable 34-fold
increase over ?686 crore in 2013-14. This
exponential growth is the outcome of sustained
policy initiatives under the twin pillars of
Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India, including
production-linked incentives and targeted
investment support.Domestic defence
manufacturers are increasingly meeting the
evolving requirements of our armed forces. The
inauguration of the BrahMos Aerospace
Integration and Testing Facility in Lucknow, with
an annual production capacity of up to 100 missiles,
highlights our growing competitiveness. This
manufacturing surge has enhanced national
security and transformed defence public sector

units into lucrative investment opportunities,

delivering robust outcomes.For the sector to go to
the next level, industry must come together and
plan ahead. Collaboration among public and
private sector companies, including startups, and

academia is essential to drive innovation, scale up
production, and develop advanced indigenous
capabilities. This collective effort reduces our
dependence on imported hardware, strengthens
national security and ensures the armed forces are
equipped to swiftly respond to emerging threats.
Achieving strategic objectives while reducing our
dependence on imported military hardware is vital
given our complex geopolitical environment. The
government’s 15- year defence modernisation
roadmap, backed by a $160-200 billion business
pipeline over the next five years, creates
unparalleled opportunities for growing domestic
industry. Key reforms, including positive
indigenisation lists and a mandate reserving 75

percent of capital acquisitions for local suppliers,

are driving a paradigm shift towards indigenous
manufacturing. Initiatives—like the Defence
Industry Corridors, Defence Testing Infrastructure
Scheme, relaxed foreign investment norms, and the
iDEX, which, as of this February, has engaged with
619 startups and smaller enterprises, addressing
549 problem statements and resulting in 430 signed
contracts—will foster innovation and private sector
participation. Today, private sector companies are
manufacturing and exporting advanced weapon
platforms, systems, and sub-systems. Encouraged
by the impetus provided by the government, many
of'them are investing in developing technology and
enhancing capacity. With the government declaring
2025 the year of defence reform, collaboration
between industry, academia, and armed forces is
shaping a secure, self-reliant future for India that
reflects its strategic ambitions.On the economic
front, India continues to display remarkable
resilience amid global uncertainties.

April 2025 saw merchandise exports surge 9 percent
to $38.49 billion, driven by advanced sectors such
as electronics and engineering. Services exports
rose to $35.31 billion, reflecting robust
international demand. Domestic indicators, too,
underscore growing consumer confidence and
proactive policy support.o propel the country’s
growth in the face of global uncertainties, a
cohesive approach among businesses, investors,
and policymakers is essential to safeguard supply
chains, diversify markets, and boost domestic
production. By fostering innovation, enhancing

competitiveness, and embracing sustainability,

industry can help build a resilient economy that
supports national security objectives while creating
jobs and driving exports.

Strategic reshaping of trade and suply chains
underscores India’s commitment to safeguarding
long-term national interests. Economic strength is
inseparable from national security, with a stable
and secure environment underpinning sustained
growth. India’s resilient macroeconomic
fundamentals and diversified trade portfolio have
minimised the regional conflict’s economic impact.
Bilateral trade negotiations and agreements
including the India-UAE Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement, free trade
agreements with Australia and the UK, and the
ongoing talks with the EU and the US, aim to
deepen market access, strengthen value chains, and
consolidate India’s position as a reliable global
trade partner. Most importantly, considering recent
geopolitical developments and support extended to
adversarial entities by some countries, Indian
industry must exercise prudence. Investments or
collaborations should be carefully scrutinised to
ensure they don’t indirectly benefit these countries.
Aligning business engagements with the nation’s
strategic and ethical imperatives is essential. Amid
shifting global alliances, India maintains balanced
and trusted relations with major powers and the
Global South. Its stature as the world’s largest
democracy and a leading voice for the Global South
enhances its credibility and influence in global
governance.
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Net direct tax collection
contracts by 1.4% in first
quarter of Fy26

NEW DELHI. Net direct tax collection in the first
quarter (till 19 June 2025) of FY26 has contracted by
1.39% compared to the corresponding period last
year. Even the gross tax collections during the period
showed a moderate growth.The provisional figures
released by the Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) show that gross direct tax collections in the
first quarter stand at Rs 5.45 lakh crore, a 4.86%
growth from Rs 5.2 lakh crore in FY 2024-25 (as on
June 19, 2024).Refunds have surged by 58.04%,
amounting to Rs 86,385.31 crore during the period,
significantly higher than Rs 54,660.79 crore in the
previous fiscal year's comparable period.This
increase in refunds is attributed to "better taxpayer
services and quicker issuance of refunds," according
to CBDT. Consequently, the net direct tax collection
for FY 2025-26 stands at Rs 4.59 lakh crore, a decline
from Rs 4.65 lakh crore recorded in the previous year.

The drop in net tax collection was largely due to a
contraction in net corporate tax collection, which fell
by 5.4% to Rs 1.72 lakh crore. Even personal income
tax collection — which has largely been driving the
direct tax collections in the last few years — showed a
flat growth of just 1% to Rs 2.72 lakh crore.

Advance tax collections for FY 2025-26 (till 19 June

West Asia crisis: India braces for ripple effects

It could particularly affect
exports such as basmati rice,
fertilisers and diamonds (hoth
cut and polished), says a
report by rating agency Crisil
e ———

New Delhi. The ongoing conflict between
Israel and Iran, if further escalated, could
significantly impact not only India’s oil
sector but also broader trade with both
nations.

While India’s direct trade with Israel and
Iran is relatively small — accounting for
less than 1% of its total trade in the last
fiscal year -- some key sectors may be
impacted. It could particularly affect
exports such as basmati rice, fertilisers
and diamonds (both cut and polished),
says areport by rating agency Crisil.

The military escalation between the two
countries has already contributed to

crude oil prices remain elevated over a
longer period, India Inc.’s profitability
may take a hit, says Crisil.

Prolonged uncertainty could drive up air

and sea freight costs, as well as insurance
premiums for trade-dependent sectors.
India’s major export to Iran is basmati
rice, while trade with Israel is more
diversified — covering fertilisers,
diamonds, and electrical equipment. In
FY25, Iran and Israel together accounted
for roughly 14% of India’s total basmati

Hormuz and Red Sea could impact trade.
“...ifthe conflict gets prolonged, there are
implications for trade. To what extent
those implications would be for India, that
we are in constant touch with our
exporters, and we are holding meetings

rice exports.India’s exports to Israel | ——

totaled just over $2 billion in FY25,
while exports to Iran were nearly $1.2
billion. Exports to Israel, which has seen
continuous tensions since Hamas attack
on Gaza strip on 7 October 2023.

Exports to Israel already plummeted by

half in FY25 due to internal strife.

Exports to Iran in FY25 remained flat

with 1.22% growth, but if the current
situation prolongs, trade with the country
may suffer further. Indiaexports rice,
organic chemicals, precious metals and
machinery and mechanical
appliances.The commerce ministry
officials earlier said issues at the Strait of

with the stakeholders,” said a commerce
ministry official.Crisil says for India’s
diamond polishing industry, Israel
functions primarily as a trading hub,
contributing around 4% of total diamond
exports last fiscal. About 2% of India’s
rough diamond imports also came from

Isracl.However, the industry has
alternative hubs such as Belgium and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), and key
buyers in the United States and Europe,
offering resilience against potential
disruptions. Israel is also a significant
global producer of muriate of
potash (MoP), contributing about
7% of India’s MoP imports in the
last fiscal year. Aviation companies
may face cost pressures as jet fuel
accounts for 35-40% of their
operating expenses. Route
diversions and airspace restrictions
due to regional tensions could
further inflate fuel consumption
and costs. Brent crude futures are
hovering around $77 a barrel from
below $70 amonth ago.
1 Rising global crude prices are also
likely to affect India’s
petrochemical sector, as the cost of
ethylene — a key input—will increase.
Downstream industries such as paints,
tyres, adhesives, shipping, and specialty
chemicals may also face margin pressure
due to higher raw material and energy
costs.

2025) also showed a mixed trend. While overall volatility in global crude oil markets. If
advance tax collections have grown by 3.87% to Rs
1.56 lakh crore, the growth is primarily driven by
Corporate Tax, which saw an increase of 5.86% (Rs
1.22 lakh crore). Non-Corporate Tax advance
collections, however, registered a contraction of

2.68%toRs 33,928.32 crore.

What Is 'Search Live'
Feature That Google Has
Unveiled

New Delhi. Google has launched Search Live, a new
feature in its Android and iOS app that enables real-
time, voice-based conversations with Google Search.
Currently available in the U.S. for users who opt into
the AI Mode experiment via Labs, Search Live lets
you have a natural, back-and-forth voice chat with
Search while exploring links from across the web.

Designed for multitasking or when you’re on the
move—Ilike packing for a trip—Search Live allows
you to ask spoken questions and receive Al-
generated audio answers. For example, you might
ask for tips on preventing a linen dress from
wrinkling in a suitcase, then follow up with questions
if you need more advice. Relevant web links appear
on screen for further exploration. A standout feature is
that Search Live works in the background, so you can
keep the conversation going even while using other
apps. There’s also a transcript button to view text
responses and type additional questions. You can
revisit previous conversations through your Al Mode
history.Powered by a custom version of Google’s
Gemini model, Search Live uses a “query fan-out”
technique to provide a broader and more diverse set
of web content, supporting richer discovery. To
access it, users must join the AI Mode experiment in
Labs, after which a new “Live” icon appears under
the search bar.

In the coming months, Google plans to expand Search
Live’s capabilities, including letting users use their
phone’s camera to show Search what they’re seeing
for even more interactive, real-time help.

Apple Is Considering
Acquiring This Indian Origin
CEO Startup, Read Why This

Tesla to open first

Two new GST levies may replace . .
showroom in Mumbai next

compensation cess, but at what cost " "o
. Health and Clean Energy levies may replace the Compensation Cess, but tax

EVs: Report
experts warn of rising compliance burdens and fresh coordination challenges.
New Delhi. Tesla is set to make its debut in India,

opening its first showroom in Mumbai next
month, as the Elon Musk-led company seeks to
expand its operations in the world's third-biggest
automobile market amid declining sales in Europe
and China, Bloomberg News reported.

The company is expected to open its first showroom
in Mumbai, which will be followed by one in
Delhi, according to the people. The electric
vehicle giant has imported supercharger
components, car accessories, merchandise and
spares from the US, China and the Netherlands,
the Bloomberg News report said.The electric
vehicle giant's first set of cars - Model Y rear-
wheel-drive SUVs shipped from Tesla's China
factory - have arrived in India, people familiar
with the matter told Bloomberg News. The Model
Y is the world's largest-selling electric car.The
breakthrough in bringing Tesla to India comes
after Musk met Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
the US in February. The debut will end years-long

transitional measure, which was to
end in 2022. However, with
several extensions, this is likely to
expire on 1st March 2026," Surana
said.He explained that the new
cesses being discussed are
unlikely to compromise the
structural integrity of the GST
system. “In our understanding, as
these levies are centrally proposed
and are likely to follow the
structure proposed by the central
government, they are likely to be
standard levies and do not pose a risk to
return to the fragmented pre-GST tax
structure,” he said.

“Also, the taxes are targeted at very few
products, mostly falling within the
present 28% GST slab. Thus, while
they may not affect the structure of
GST, the major cause of concern would
be distribution. The central and state
governments would have to work out
the method of distribution of proceeds
of these cesses and this will require
cooperative federalism,” Surana
added.

New Delhi. With the compensation cess
set to expire by March 1, 2026, the
Centre is likely to propose two new
levies — a Health Cess on tobacco and
other harmful substances and a Clean
Energy Cess on coal and automobiles,
as part of the discussions at the
upcoming GST Council meeting in
July.The move aims to fill the revenue
gap that will open up once the
transitional compensation cess is
phased out. While these cesses are still
under consideration, experts say they
may introduce fresh complexity into
the GST regime, especially for
businesses and the broader Centre-
State revenue-sharing
equation.POSSIBLE IMPACT

“GST was a landmark tax reform which
then sought to replace a complex web
of fragmented state taxation systems
that were in existence before 2017,”
said chartered accountant Siddharth
Surana.“Prior to 2017, states and union
territories implemented and
administered their own system of Value
Added Tax, and the revenues from

No obstacle will remain in NSE IPO:
SEBI chief Tuhin Pandey says

New Delhi. Sebi chairman Tuhin Kanta
Pandey on Friday affirmed that no
obstacle will remain for the country’s
largest stock bourse, NSE, to go ahead
with its initial public offering (IPO).

Asked whether the much-delayed PO
will happen before Diwali, the chief of

these taxes fell directly within their
purview with no major need for fiscal
co-operation and Centre-State
harmony,” he added.

“To offset the loss by the introduction of
GST and the harmonisation of GST
rates, the state governments were
provided with compensation cess,
which was a tax in addition to GST, and
was applicable on certain demerit
goods and sin products such as aerated
beverages, automobiles and tobacco.
The compensation cess was introduced
only for a temporary period of time as a

We must aim to take the total number of
domestic investors to 400 million in the
next five years from the present 130
million unique investors in the capital
market.Citing his discussions with
foreign investors both in India and
abroad, Pandey said tax issues are nota

comes to ownership of clearing
corporations, pointing out that brokers
own it in the US, while they sit as
separate entities in India.The career
bureaucrat-turned-regulator, who
assumed office in March, said NSE is
in the process of settling some legal

deadlock over the company's entry into India after
Musk differed over tariffs and local
manufacturing.

In February, Bloomberg News reported that Tesla
was expected to ship a few thousand cars to a port

the capital markets regulator declined  processes, which will entail paying deterrent for them but it is other factors ~ near Mumbai.
IS Bud News For Go 0 I e to share any timeline.There is no  someamounts and withdrawal of some  which influence the bets.“Overall, our MODEL Y VEHICLES TO BE SOLD AT
g obstacle that will remain in case of cases at present.He, however, did not = markets are stable, our domestic PREMIUM PRICE

So far, five Model Y cars have already arrived in
Mumbai from Tesla's Shanghai factory, according
to documents reviewed by Bloomberg News. The
vehicles were declared at Rs 2.77 million (USD
31,988) and attracted over Rs 2.1 million in import
levies - a duty in line with India's 70 per cent tarifts
on fully-built imported cars under USD 40,000
plus surcharges, the documents said.

elaborate on the exact nature of the
settlements and the payments which
need to be done.Sebi is not pushing the
‘T+0" settlement period right now,
given the complexities involved in its
especially with regard to the foreign
investors’ play, he said, suggesting that
it will continue to be a optional facility.

NSE IPO,” he said, speaking at the FE
CFO Awards here.Pandey reiterated
that the Sebi is fine with the ownership
of clearing corporation by the stock
bourses, and added that the ownership
is “not an obstacle” in the run up to the
IPO.Pandey explained that every
country has its own models when it

investors, domestic flows are good,
capable of handling the volatility, our
volatility, which was also increased
post tariff like rest of the world, but it
was not as high as in some other
countries, those exchanges and
certainly it is well within our
manageable limit,” he said.

New Delhi. Apple Inc. is weighing a potential bid for
Arvind Srinivas Led Perplexity Al, an artificial
intelligence startup rapidly gaining attention for its
conversational search technology. According to
sources familiar with the matter, Apple’s head of
mergers and acquisitions, Adrian Perica, has
discussed the idea with services chief Eddy Cue and
senior Al leaders. The talks remain preliminary, and

Apple has yet to approach Perplexity’s management
directly. The move comes as Apple seeks to bolster its
Al capabilities and reduce its reliance on Google,
which currently pays Apple an estimated $20 billion
annually to remain the default search engine on its
devices. That lucrative partnership is now under
scrutiny by U.S. antitrust regulators, prompting Apple
to explore alternative search solutions. Acquiring
Perplexity could help Apple develop its own Al-
driven search engine, positioning the company for a
future where its arrangement with Google may be at
risk.Perplexity Al recently valued at $14 billion after
a fresh funding round, offers a service that delivers
real-time answers to user queries by drawing from the
latest web data. A deal at that valuation would mark
the largest acquisition in Apple’s history, far
surpassing its $3 billion purchase of Beats in
2014.Apple is not alone in its interest. Earlier this
year, Meta Platforms Inc. attempted to acquire
Perplexity but was unsuccessful. Meta subsequently
invested $14.3 billion in Scale Al, further intensifying
the race among tech giants for advanced Al talent and

Beyond acquisition, Apple is also considering a
strategic partnership with Perplexity. Such an
arrangement could see Perplexity’s Al search engine
integrated into Safari or even Siri, Apple’s digital
assistant. Sources indicate that Apple’s Al team has
met with Perplexity multiple times in recent months to
evaluate its technology, signaling serious interest in
collaboration.However, Apple may face competition
from Samsung, which is reportedly close to
announcing a significant partnership with Perplexity.
Given Samsung’s status as Apple’s chief rival in the
smartphone market, such a deal could complicate
Apple’s ambitions.Perplexity, for its part, has
downplayed acquisition rumors, stating it is
unsurprising that leading device makers are interested
in offering the best Al search experiences for their
users, but denying knowledge of any active merger
discussions.

World Music Day:

How digital-tech has

transformed music business over the years

On the occasion of World Music
Day—celebrated annually on
June 21 to honour the art and
its creators—nhere is a
snapshot of the evolution of
music production, distribution,
and business models in the

digital era.

New Delhi. The music industry has
undergone a profound transformation
over the past two decades, driven by the
rise of digital technology. From
production and distribution to
consumption and monetisation, nearly
every aspect of the business has been
reshaped. Digital platforms have
empowered artists, disrupted traditional
business models, and expanded the global
reach of music. This report explores the
key ways in which digital technology has
revolutionised the music industry
worldwide.On the occasion of World
Music Day—celebrated annually on June
21 to honour the art and its creators—here

is a snapshot of the evolution of music
production, distribution, and business
models:

Production

Digital recording and editing: Affordable
digital audio workstations (DAWSs) such
as Ableton Live, FL Studio, and Logic Pro
have made professional-grade music
production accessible to independent
artists.High-quality recording can now
take place in home studios, reducing the
need for expensive studio time.Virtual
Instruments and Al: Software instruments
and plugins can simulate orchestras, drum
kits, and synthesizers, significantly
lowering production costs.

Al tools assist in mastering, beat creation,
and even songwriting (e.g., Amper Music,
Aiva).

Distribution and Accessibility

Decline of physical media: CDs and tapes
have largely been replaced by digital
formats such as MP3 and FLAC, and
more recently, streaming.

Digital downloads peaked in the 2000s but
were later overtaken by streaming
services.Online distribution platforms:
Platforms like Spotify, Apple Music,
Amazon Music, and YouTube allow for

global music distribution without the need
for physical infrastructure.

Aggregators such as TuneCore and
DistroKid enable independent artists to
release music worldwide at minimal
cost.Streaming and Monetisation

The rise of streaming: Streaming now
dominates global music consumption. As
of 2024, more than 65% of global music
revenue came from streaming.Both
subscription-based (e.g., Spotify
Premium) and ad-supported models (e.g.,
YouTube, SoundCloud) cater to different
listener segments.Changing revenue
models: Artists now earn per
stream—typically fractions of a
cent—raising ongoing debates about fair
compensation.New revenue streams

include sync licensing, digital tipping
(e.g., Twitch, TikTok), and NFTs.

Marketing and Fan Engagement

Social media platforms: Artists leverage
Instagram, Tik Tok, Twitter, and Facebook
to build fanbases, promote releases, and
directly engage with listeners.

Viral trends on platforms like TikTok can
turn unknown tracks into global
hits.Direct-to-fan models: Platforms like
Patreon, Bandcamp, and Substack enable
fans to support artists directly through
subscriptions and donations.

Email marketing and Discord communities
are increasingly popular for niche fan
engagement.

Data Analytics and Personalisation

Algorithmic discovery: Recommendation
algorithms on Spotify, YouTube, and
TikTok suggest music based on user
behaviour, increasing exposure for new
and independent artists.

This shift reduces traditional gatekeeping
and levels the playing field.

Data-driven decisions: Labels and artists
use analytics tools to understand audience
demographics, optimise release
strategies, and fine-tune advertising
efforts.
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eMahesh

Jirawala’s DNA

Fimmaker Mahesh Jirawala among victims of
Ahmedabad plane crash, DNA confirms

The filmmaker, who had been missing since the plane crash incident, was identified after DNA samples collected

from his familv matched one of the bodies recovered from the crash site.

linked to a
charred body

Agency New Delhi.

Days after the tragic Air India plane crash in

Ahmedabad that killed over 270 people,

from Air India

the death of Gujarati filmmaker Mahesh

plane crash
eFilm producer’s

through DNA analysis.

the June 12 plane crash incident, was

two-wheeler was

identified after DNA samples collected
from his family matched one of the bodies

also recovered

recovered from the crash site.

from the crash

According to police and medical authorities,

site

rHis remains have

placing him near the scene shortly before
the accident.

now been handed

Although the family was initially unwilling

to accept that he had died in the fire caused

Jirawala has been officially confirmed §

The filmmaker, who had been missing since @

Mahesh was last traced to the vicinity of
the crash site, with his mobile location 3

recovered completely burnt from the crash site,

the flight took off.

belonged to Mahesh. This was verified using the "My husband called me at 1.14pm to tell me his

The filmmaker’s remains have now been handed

chassis and engine nu

=

mbers of the vehicle.

7 1 4 g

meeting is over and that he is on his way
home. However, when he did not return, I
called up on his phone but it was switched
off. After police was intimated, the last
location of his mobile phone showed he
was 700 metres away from the crash site,"
Hetal had told.

“™% "His phone got switched off around 1:40pm

(a minute after the ill-fated flight took
off). His scooter and mobile phone are
missing. All this is unusual since he would
never use that route (as per the last
location) to come home. We have
submitted DNA samples to check if he
was one of those killed on the ground due
to the crash," she added.

BJP using fake cases

to divert attention:
Delhi LoP Atishi

N o

Agency New Delhi.
The AAP has accused the BIP of misusing

investigative agencies to deflect attention
from its governance failures in Delhi.

Atishi, the Leader of Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly, alleged that with the city grappling
with power cuts, soaring electricity bills,
water shortages and waterlogging, the BIP’s
“four-engine” government has failed to
govern and is now resorting to fake
investigations and political vendetta.

Her remarks came as former Delhi deputy CM
Manish Sisodia appeared before the ACB for
questioning in an alleged graft case related to
the construction of classrooms in Delhi
government schools.

Speaking at a press conference, Atishi criticised
the BJP for repeatedly targeting AAP leaders

The June 12 crash of Air India Delhi-Ahmedabad-
London flight claimed the lives of over 270
people, including both passengers and local
residents.

by the crash, confirmation came when DNA
testing matched their sample with a charred body
found on-site.

Further investigation revealed that a two-wheeler,

' On Rahul Gandhi's CCTV footage demand, poll

over to his family
for final rites

over to the family. Mahesh's wife said police told
her his phone was last traced 700 meters from the
crash site and switched off just a minute before

Tamil Nadu Governor stuns
crowd with 51 push-ups at Yoga
Day event

Agency New Delhi.
The Governor of Tamil Nadu, Ravindra Narayana Ravi,

left thousands in awe during International Yoga Day
celebrations held on Saturday morning at the Velammal
Educational Institution in Madurai.

Participating alongside over 10,000 students, the 73-year-
old Governor not only led by example during the yoga
session but also delivered a jaw-dropping performance
that blurred the lines between age and youth. Clad in a
tracksuit and vest, eschewing the traditional formal
attire, the Governor embraced the spirit of the day with
energy that belied his age. Drawing on his Indian Police
Service (IPS) training background, he executed each
yoga asana with precision and poise.

The high point of the session came when he effortlessly
completed 51 consecutive push-ups after the yoga
session prompting the audience to cheer wildly.

Many spectators were left in disbelief, with murmurs
across the crowd wondering if the man in front of them
was really over 70 or a 30-year-old in disguise. R N
Ravi’s performance stands as a testament to the timeless
benefits of regular yoga practice and serves as a living
example to the phrase "age is just a number."”

Woman found in 10-foot-deep
pit months after in-laws said
she ran away

Agency Faridabad.

The body of a woman, who had been missing for two
months, was exhumed using a JCB excavator from
under a 10-foot-deep pit in front of her in-laws' house in
Haryana's Faridabad on Friday morning. The in-laws
allegedly killed Tanu Kumar, a native of Uttar Pradesh's
Firozabad district, and buried her under the pit before
telling everyone that she had run away from home.

Visuals seen by showed a mammoth pit in the middle of
the road from where Kumar's body was exhumed.
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP) Central Usha

Kundu said that a complaint was filed on the matter a
week ago. and based on it, the body was recovered from
the pit.Four members of Kumar's in-laws, including her
husband, father-in-law, mother-in-law and sister-in-law,
have been taken into custody for questioning and will be
arrested soon, the DCP added.

Tanu Kumar got married to Arun Singh in Faridabad two
years ago. Her family claimed that Kumar's in-laws used
to constantly harass and torture her over dowry. The
ordeal extended to such a point that she spent the first
year of her marriage staying at her maternal home. Her
father, Hakim, alleged that she only returned to
Faridabad after the intervention of a panchayat.
However, the matter was far from being resolved.

Kumar's family also claimed police inaction, with Hakim
saying that upon learning about his daughter running
away from home, he visited her in-laws' house with his
other daughter, Preeti. Hakim said they knew the in-
laws were lying after spotting the pit in front of their
house. Hakim alleged that despite making several visits
to the local police station and apprising them of the
freshly dug pit, they refused to investigate the matter.

body cites privacy, legal issues

The rebuttal by the Election Commission came amid repeated assertions by Rahul Gandhi

that last year's Maharashtra election, which was won by the BJP-led Mahayuti, was rigged.

Agency New Delhi.
The Election Commission cited privacy

and legal issues in sharing CCTV The EC also said that making public
CCTV footage from polling booths

footage of webcasting of the polling
stations after a demand was
made by Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi, sources said. The
rebuttal by the election
watchdog came amid repeated
assertions by Gandhi that last
year's Maharashtra election,
which was won by the BJP-led
Mahayuti, was rigged.
"Sharing of the footage, which
would enable easy
identification of the electors by
any group or an individual,
would leave both the elector
who has voted and the elector who has
not voted vulnerable to pressure,
discrimination and intimidation by

anti-social
Commission sources said.

elements,"

would violate the legal provisions of
the Representation of the People Act
and the directions of the Supreme
Court of India.

Election The poll body also clarified that such
videos were for internal monitoring
only and would only be shared if
sought by any court in an election case.

Last month, the poll body directed
state poll officers to destroy
webcasting and video footage
of an election process after 45
days, if the results are not
challenged in courts within that
period.

Earlier this month, Gandhi asked
the EC to publish consolidated,
digital voter rolls for the 2024
Lok Sabha election and
assembly polls of all states,
including Maharashtra.

He also asked the poll body to

release all CCTV footage from
Maharashtra polling booths captured
after 5 pm on election day.

Himanta Sarma claims 5,000 accounts from
countries like Pak backing Congress

Agency New Delhi. Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has

accounts, mostly operated from
Islamic countries like Pakistan and
Bangladesh, have become active in the
past one month and were posting
content in favour of the Congress.

Sarma said such foreign involvement
ahead of the elections was
concerning, and he had informed
the Centre about it. Speaking to the
media, Sarma said these accounts
originated from countries like
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan,
and were interacting with content
related to the Assam Congress and
one of'its leaders.

While Sarma did not name the Congress
leader, he appeared to be referring to
Gaurav Gogoi. Gogoi was appointed S
the Assam Congress president in May.

Apart from Islamic fundamentalist
content, Sarma said pro-Palestine
posts and remarks supporting
Bangladesh's interim head

Muhammad Yunus were being put out
by these accounts.

alleged that around 5,000 Facebook "These accounts are not just politically
aligned but are also propagating
hardline Islamic content that does not
resonate with the sentiments of

indigenous Muslims in Assam." the
ChiefMinister alleged.

arma further claimed that the Congress
was highlighting interactions from
these accounts to portray increased
public support. He called this
approach misleading and warned that
such activity from foreign sources

£ —g

could harm India's democratic
process, especially during elections.
He also said there was information that
some people from outside the state had
rented houses in Guwahati and have
connected with

social media
influencers for this purpose.

Congress leaders have strongly

responded to Sarma’s recent
comments linking the Congress
to what he called “online jihad”.
Congress spokesperson Shama
Mohammed dismissed Sarma’s
claim and challenged him to
presentevidence,

“Ask Himanta Biswa Sarma to

show proof. All day long, he
talks about Hindus, Muslims,

and Pakistan. There’s still a year left
for the Assam elections, and instead of
speaking about what his government
has done in the last four years, he
continues to
statements,” she said. “He’s clearly
scared oflosing Assam and is resorting
to divisive rhetoric.”

make communal

through fabricated cases. She claimed after
over 200 failed attempts in past decade, no
evidence of corruption has ever been found
against AAP leaders.

Recalling a SC remark, she said, “Court stated

that the central government’s agencies must
function independently and not act on
political bias.” “This false and baseless
allegation is just another episode in the BIP’s
long-running series of fake cases,” Afishi
added.

Mahila Samriddhi Yojana:

Delhi govt plans expansion of

eligibility base

NEW DELHI. The Delhi government is

considering expanding the scope of its Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana by allowing multiple women
per family to benefit from the scheme, officials
said. Currently, the scheme, which provides
direct cash assistance of Rs 2,500 per month to
eligible women, is restricted to one female
beneficiary per household. However, the latest
proposal seeks to include multiple female
members, especially in joint family setups.

The initiative, which has received in-principle

approval from the ministerial committee
overseeing the scheme, aims to better
accommodate families with more than one
eligible woman, a structure common in joint
families. A consensus was reached during a
recent committee meeting, said a senior official,
on the condition of anonymity.

“Families where a father and his married sons

reside together could be treated as separate units
for the purposes of the scheme. This would allow
eligible female members from each unit to avail
the benefits, provided they meet the necessary
criteria,” the official said.

However, the committee is also considering

implementing safeguards to prevent misuse of
the scheme. One of the proposals includes a
freeze period before the cash amount can be
withdrawn, ensuring that only eligible
beneficiaries access the funds. Additionally,
partial withdrawals of the cash amount may be
considered, though these details are still under
discussion. A meeting will soon be held to
finalise the withdrawal timelines and amounts,”
the official added. Navlendra Kumar, special
director of the Women and Child Welfare
Department (WCD), emphasised that the final
decision will rest with the chief minister. “The
committee’s recommendations, including
eligibility criteria and other details, will be
presented to the CM for approval,” he said. The
Mahila Samriddhi Yojana, approved by the Delhi
Cabinet on March 8, has a financial outlay of Rs
5,100 crore. Initially, the restriction to a single
beneficiary per family drew criticism from
opposition parties, with many arguing that it
excluded many eligible women in joint family
structures.

Days after crash, aviation body orders
removal of 3 Air India officials for lapses

eOfficials removed over
repeated serious safety
violations

cLapses found in crew
scheduling, licensing and
rest requirements

clssue came to light after
airline adopted new flight
and crew management

system

| ———

Agency New Delhi.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Friday issued a strong
directive to Air India to remove three ofits
key officials from crew scheduling
responsibilities following repeated and
serious violations of aviation safety
protocols.

| The officials named are Choorah Singh,

Divisional Vice President; Pinky Mittal,
Chief Manager - DOPS, Crew
Scheduling; and Payal Arora, Crew
Scheduling - Planning.

without delay, and the outcome of such
proceedings shall be reported to this office
within 10 days from the date of issue of

this letter," the DGCA order read.

in scheduling practices, and shall not hold
any position involving direct influence
over flight safety and crew compliance
until further notice," itadded.

According to the DGCA order dated June The officials are also to be reassigned to These issues came to light during the post-

20, these individuals were
involved in multiple lapses,
including unauthorised and non-
compliant crew pairings,
violations of licensing and crew
rest norms and systemic failures
inoversight.

The order comes days after an Air
India flight from Ahmedabad to =~
Gatwick, London, crashed _
moments after takeoff, killing
over 270 people on board and on
ground. ﬁ

The regulator has now directed Air

India to immediately remove the

named officials from their current

operational roles. Air India was also
ordered to initiate internal disciplinary
proceedings against them and submit the

report to the aviation watchdog within 10

days."Internal disciplinary proceedings

must be initiated against these officials

transition audit from the ARMS
to the CAE Flight and Crew
Management System.
Additionally, DGCA has
reportedly issued a show-cause
notice to Air India’s Accountable
Manager after a spot check
revealed that two Bengaluru-
London flights (AI-133)
operated on May 16 and 17,
2025, exceeded the permissible
flight time limit of 10 hours.

“it has been observed that the
Accountable Manager of Air
India operated two flights from

non-operational roles and are barred from
holding any position with direct influence
on flight safety and crew compliance until
further notice.

"The aforementioned officials shall be
reassigned to non-operational roles
pending conclusion of corrective reforms

Bangalore to London (Al-133) on 16 May
2025 and 17 May 2025, both of which
exceeded the stipulated flight time limit of
10 hours.” DGCS said in a separate order.
The officer has been given seven days to
explain why enforcement action should
not be taken for the violation.
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Iran rules out nuclear talks
with US until Israeli strikes
stop, as Israel warns of
‘prolonged’ war

GENEVA. Iran said Friday it would not resume
nuclear negotiations with the United States until
Israel halts its attacks, as Israel's military chief
warned the week-old war will be "prolonged".

A series of blasts were heard in Tehran on Friday as
Iran's Fars news agency said air defences had been
activated, as Israel kept up its bombardment and Iran
launched missiles at its arch enemy."We must be
ready for a prolonged campaign," Israeli military
chief Eyal Zamir told Israelis in a video statement,
eight days after his country launched a massive wave
of strikes it said were aimed at stopping Iran from
developing nuclear weapons -- an ambition Tehran
has denied."The campaign is not over. Although we
have made significant achievements, difficult days
still lie ahead," he said.As US President Donald
Trump mulls the prospect of entering the war
between the two foes, top diplomats from Britain,
France and Germany met with their Iranian
counterpart Abbas Araghchi in Geneva.

Referring to nuclear negotiations with Washington that
had been derailed by the war, Araghchi said after the
meeting that "Iran is ready to consider diplomacy
once again and once the aggression is stopped".

Tehran did "support the continuation of discussion
with" the European countries and was willing "to
meet again in the near future", Araghchi told
reporters.French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot
said "we invited the Iranian minister to consider
negotiations with all sides, including the United
States, without awaiting the cessation of strikes,
which we also hope for".Barrot said there "can be no
definitive solution through military means to the Iran
nuclear problem" and warned that it was "dangerous
to want to impose a regime change" in Iran, after
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu did not
rule out killing supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.On the streets of Tehran, any shops were
closed and normally busting markets largely
abandoned on Friday, an AFP journalist
reported.repaired a road damaged in a recent Israeli
strike.

Internet and phone outage
in much of Gaza disrupts
humanitarian operations
and deepens isolation

CAIRO.A breakdown in communications networks in
central and southern Gaza has cut many Palestinians
off from the outside world for the past week, further
straining aid efforts and emergency services amid
continuing Israeli bombardment.

Israeli strikes damaged a main connection, cutting off
communications in large areas of the strip since
Tuesday, according to the Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority, based in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank. The telecom company Paltel said Friday
that internet and landline services were restored in
some areas in southern Gaza, including Khan Younis,
with repairs ongoing in other southern and central
areas.Paltel warned in a statement to AP that ongoing
attacks on the main network could make future
maintenance impossible, especially due to a shortage
of essential materials and resources.

The Gaza Strip has experienced at least 10
communications partial and full outages since the war
began in October 2023, according to Palestinian
telecom company Paltel. This week’s outage has
impacted aid efforts, emergency services, suspended
academic classes, and cut off displaced Palestinians
from the rest of the territory.Palestinians in Gaza rely
heavily on cell service, as unsafe roads and fuel
shortages limit movement across the enclave.
Humanitarians say those in affected areas will
struggle to access information on aid and medical
services or call forambulances.

US Court Orders Release Of
Pro-Palestinian Activist
Mahmoud Khalil

New Jersey.A U.S. judge ordered on Friday that
Columbia University graduate Mahmoud Khalil be
released immediately from immigration custody, a
major victory for rights groups that challenged what
they called the Trump administration's unlawful
targeting of a pro-Palestinian activist.

Khalil, a prominet figure in pro-Palestinian protests
against Israel's war on Gaza, was arrested by
immigration agents in the lobby of his university
residence in Manhattan on March 8. President
Donald Trump, a Republican, has called the protests
antisemitic and vowed to deport foreign students who
took part. Khalil became the first target of this policy.

After hearing oral arguments from lawyers for Khalil
and for the Department of Homeland Security, U.S.
District Judge Michael Farbiarz of Newark, New
Jersey, ordered DHS to release him from custody at a
jail for immigrants in rural Louisiana by as soon as
6:30 pm (7:30 ET) on Friday.Farbiarz said the
government had made no attempt to rebut evidence
provided by Khalil's lawyers that he was not a flight
risk nor a danger to the public.There is at least
something to the underlying claim that there is an
effort to use the immigration charge here to punish
the petitioner (Khalil)," Farbiarz said as he ruled from
the bench, adding that punishing someone over a civil
immigration matter was unconstitutional.

Khalil was the latest in a string of foreign pro-
Palestinian students arrested in the U.S. starting in
March who have subsequently been released by a
judge. They include Mohsen Mahdawi and
Rumeysya Ozturk.Khalil, a legal permanent resident
of the U.S., says he is being punished for his political
speech in violation of the U.S. Constitution's First
Amendment. Khalil condemned antisemitism and
racism in interviews with CNN and other news
outlets last year.
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Federal judge blocks Trump effort to keep
Harvard from hosting foreign students

Harvard sued the Department of
Homeland Security in May after the
agency abruptly withdrew the
school’s certification to host foreign
students and issue paperwork for
their visas.

WASHINGTON. A federal judge on Friday
blocked the Trump administration’s efforts
to keep Harvard University from hosting
international students, delivering the Ivy
League school another victory as it
challenges multiple government sanctions
amid a battle with the White House.

The order from U.S. District Judge Allison
Burroughs in Boston preserves Harvard's
ability to host foreign students while the
case is decided, but it falls short of
resolving all of Harvard's legal hurdles to
hosting international students. Notably,

Earthquake Of Magnitude 5.1 Hits Iran,

Burroughs said the federal government still
has authority to review Harvard's ability to
host international students through normal
processes outlined in law.

Harvard sued the Department of Homeland
Security in May after the agency abruptly
withdrew the school’s certification to host
foreign students and issue paperwork for
their visas, skirting most of its usual
procedures. The action would have forced
Harvard’s roughly 7,000 international
students — about a quarter of its total
enrollment — to transfer or risk being in the
U.S. illegally. New foreign students would
have been barred from coming to Harvard.

The university said it was experiencing
illegal retaliation for rejecting the White
House’s demands to overhaul Harvard
policies related to campus protests,
admissions, hiring and more. Burroughs
temporarily had halted the government's
action hours after Harvard sued.Less than
two weeks later, in early June, President
Donald Trump tried a new strategy. He
issued a proclamation to block foreign

students from entering the U.S. to attend

Harvard, citing a different legal
justification. Harvard challenged the move,
saying the president was attempting an end-
run around the temporary court order.
Burroughs temporarily blocked Trump's
proclamation as well. That emergency
block remains in effect, and Burroughs did
not address the proclamation in her order
Friday.“We expect the judge to issue a more
enduring decision in the coming days,”
Harvard said Friday in an email to
international students. “Our Schools will

continue to make contingency plans toward
ensuring that our international students and
scholars can pursue their academic work to
the fullest extent possible, should there be a
change to student visa eligibility or their
ability to enroll at Harvard.”

Students in limbo

The stops and starts of the legal battle have
unsettled current students and left others
around the world waiting to find out
whether they will be able to attend
America's oldest and wealthiest university.

The Trump administration’s efforts to stop
Harvard from enrolling international
students have created an environment of
“profound fear, concern, and confusion,”
the university said in a court filing.
Countless international students have
asked about transferring from the
university, Harvard immigration services
director Maureen Martin said.Still,
admissions consultants and students have
indicated most current and prospective
Harvard scholars are holding out hope
they’1l be able to attend the university.

Dalai Lama may name
reincarnation on July 2

BENGALURU. Tibetan spiritual leader the 14th Dalai

Sparks Theorles 0f Nuclweur Testing

On Friday, June 20th, a powerful
earthquake of 5.2 magnitude
struck northern Iran's Semnan
area. According to Tasnim News
Agency, the earthquake happened
27 kilometres southwest of
Semnan. The quake struck at
depth of 10 kilometres.

—

WORLD.On Friday, June 20th, a

powerful earthquake of 5.1 magnitude
struck northern Iran's Semnan area.
According to Tasnim News Agency,
the earthquake happened 27
kilometres southwest of Semnan. The
quake struck at a depth of 10
kilometres.However, the earthquake
has now triggered a wave of
speculations about whether Tehran has
tested a nuclear weapon. It has also

sparked concern because it struck near
a city with a space and missile
complex. The Semnan Space Center
and the Semnan Missile Complex, run
by Iran's military, are said to be located
there.The earthquake comes amid the
ongoing conflict between Israel and
Iran, as they enter the ninth day of the
escalating war. Iran and Israel
exchanged fresh attacks early on
Saturday, a day after Tehran said it
would not negotiate over its nuclear
programme while under threat and
Europe tried to keep peace talks alive.

Iran's news agency IRNA said
that there were no casualties and
only "minimal damage". The
conflict-ridden country is one
of the most seismically active
countries in the world because
of its position along the Alpine-
Himalayan seismic belt where
the Arabian and Eurasian
tectonic plates converge.

Iran typically receives 2,100

earthquakes a year, of which 15 to 16

are of magnitude 5.0 or higher.

Between 2006 and 2015, the country

experienced 96,000

earthquakes.Underground explosions

during nuclear activities can trigger
earthquakes by releasing tectonic
stress near the blast. However,
seismologists can distinguish between
explosions and natural earthquakes by
studying the seismic waves. Seismic

data suggests that the earthquake was a

natural event.

Columbia protester Mahmoud Khalil
freed from immigration detention

JENA. Palestinian activist Mahmoud

Khalil was released Friday from
federal immigration detention, freed
after 104 days by a judge's ruling after
becoming a symbol of President
Donald Trump 's clampdown on
campus protests.The former
Columbia University graduate
student left a federal facility in
Louisiana on Friday. He is expected

to head to New York to reunite with

his U.S. citizen wife and infant son,
born while Khalil
detained."Justice prevailed, but it's
very long overdue," he said outside
the facility in a remote part of
Louisiana. "This shouldn't have
taken three months."The Trump
administration is seeking to deport
Khalil over his role in pro-
Palestinian protests. He was detained
on March § at his apartment building in
Manhattan.Khalil was released after
U.S. District Judge Michael Farbiarz
said it would be "highly, highly
unusual" for the government to
continue detaining a legal U.S. resident

was _

who was unlikely to flee and hadn't
been accused of any

violence."Petitioner is not a flight risk,
and the evidence presented is that he is
nota danger to the community," he said.
"Period, full stop."During an hourlong

hearing conducted by phone, the New
Jersey-based judge said the
government had "clearly not met" the
standards for detention.The
government filed notice Friday evening
that it's appealing Khalil's
release.Khalil was the first person

arrested under Trump's crackdown on
students who joined campus protests
against Israel's devastating war in Gaza.
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio
has said Khalil must be expelled from
the country because his continued
presence could harm American
foreign policy.The Trump
administration has argued that
noncitizens who participate in
such demonstrations should be
deported as it considers their
views antisemitic. Protesters and
civil rights groups say the
administration is conflating
antisemitism with criticism of
Israel in order to silence dissent.
Farbiarz has ruled that the
government can't deport Khalil
on the basis of its claims that his
presence could undermine foreign
policy. But the judge gave the
administration leeway to continue
pursuing a potential deportation based
on allegations that he lied on his green
card application, an accusation Khalil
disputes.

While Dalai Lama’s reincarnation is the most anticipated

“At a time when China speaks about the ‘sinization’ of

Lama will make an important announcement, most
likely on his reincarnation, on July 2, four days before
he turns 90 on July 6.Speaking to TNIE, Sikyong
(President), Central Tibetan Administration (CTA),
Penpa Tsering said the Dalai Lama will make an
“important announcement on July 2. It is likely to be
about his reincarnation”.Dalai Lama is scheduled to
meet senior leaders of the four Buddhist sects -- Sakya,
Kagyu, Nyingma and Gelug -- between July 2 and 4 at
Dharamshala, the headquarters of CTA.

decision keenly awaited not only by Tibetans but
people in the Himalayan region, from Lhasa to
Arunachal Pradesh, who look up to him as their
spiritual guide, it is heavily contested by the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), which sees Dalai Lama as a
separatist leader and a symbol of Tibetan resistance.In
March 2011, the Dalai Lama relinquished his role as
the political head of Tibetans in exile and handed it

over to the democratically elected CTA.He had said his
successor, male or female, will be born in a free world,
inaclear message to PRC on its long-standing claim on
having the sole right to choose the next Dalai Lama.

Tibetan Buddhism (often called the Nalanda Tradition),
which in practice aims at the eradication of the Indian
origin of Buddhism on the Tibetan plateau, it is
important to remember that the Dalai Lama is not only
the leader of all Tibetans, but also of one million Indian
Himalayans (from Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh),”
noted Tibetologist and strategy expert Claude Arpi told
TNIE.Beijing’s nervousness on Dalai Lama’s
announcement on his reincarnation is apparent. During
athree-day inspection tour of Qinghai, in former Amdo
province of Tibet, Chen Wenqing, a member of the 24-
strong Politburo responsible for political and legal
affairs, had remarked that Qinghai is a “strategic
stronghold for maintaining stability in Xinjiang and
Tibet”.“Wenqing’s tour included visits to religious and
cultural institutions in Xining, the provincial capital.
Interestingly, he spoke of resolutely winning the fight
against separatism in Tibet in reference to the Dalai
Lama,” remarked the Tibetologist.

JD Vance says US troops still 'necessary' in Los Angeles

President Donald Trump has sent
roughly 4,000 National Guard
members and 700 Marines,
purportedly to protect federal
property and personnel, after
demonstrations over immigration
raids.

LOS ANGELES. US Vice President JD
Vance said on Friday that the thousands of
troops deployed to Los Angeles this month
were still needed despite a week of relative
calm in the protest-hit city.President
Donald Trump has sent roughly 4,000
National Guard members and 700 Marines,
purportedly to protect federal property and
personnel, after demonstrations over
immigration raids."Unfortunately, the
soldiers and Marines are still very much a
necessary part of what's going on here
because they're worried that it's going to
flare back up," Vance told reporters in Los
Angeles.He was speaking the day after an

appeals court ruled that Trump could
continue to control the California National
Guard, which would normally fall under
Governor Gavin Newsom's
authority.California officials have heavily
criticized Trump over his use of the
military, saying it escalated protests that
local law enforcement could have
handled.The demonstrations were largely
peaceful and mostly contained to a small
part of Los Angeles, the second-largest US
city, although there were instances of
violence and vandalism."If you let violent
rioters burn Great American Cities to the
ground, then, of course, we're going to send
federal law enforcement in to protect the
people the president was elected to
protect," Vance said, adding that Trump
would deploy them again if needed.The
Republican further accused Newsom - a
possible contender for the Democratic
presidential nomination in 2028 - and Los
Angeles Mayor Karen Bass of encouraging
protesters.Newsom and Bass have both
condemned rioting and violence towards
law enforcement while accusing the Trump
administration of manufacturing a crisis in

iy

the city.Bass hit back at Vance during a
news conference on Friday, accusing him
of openly lying and saying that local law
enforcement agencies handled crowd
control."How dare you say that city
officials encourage violence. We kept the
peace. You know that the federal officials
that were here protected a federal building -
- they were not involved in crowd control,"
she said.Bass said that even when there was
vandalism, at its height "you are talking
about a couple of hundred people who are
not necessarily associated with any of the
peaceful protests.""Los Angeles is a city
that is 500 square miles and any of the
disruption that took place took place at

about 2 square miles in our city," she
said, accusing Vance of adding to
"provocation" and sowing "division."
'Jose Padilla'Many in Los Angeles are
angry about immigration raids carried
out as part of Trump's ambition to
deport vast numbers of undocumented
migrants around the country.Outrage at
the use of masked, armed immigration
agents also sparked protests in other
cities, including San Francisco, New
York, Chicago and San Antonio,
Texas.Tensions spiked when California
Senator Alex Padilla, a Democrat, was
handcuffed and forcibly removed last week
when attempting to ask Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem questions during her
news conference.Vance misnamed the
senator when referring to the incident,
saying: "l was hoping Jose Padilla would be
here to ask a question but unfortunately I
guess he decided not to show up because
there wasn't a theater."Bass reacted to the
comment with outrage."How dare you
disrespect him and call him Jose. But I
guess he just looked like anybody to you,"
she said.
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Another bustling day for India or
new-ball miracle for England: What
to expect from Day 2 of Leeds Test

New Delhi. After a rock-solid start on the
opening day of the first Test match against
England, Team India will look to carry on
from where they left on Friday. The visitors,
on the second day, would aim to build on the
dominance they exhibited on an eventful first
day by adding another 200-250 runs to their
already solid score of 359/3.

With an aim to bat England out of the Test
match, skipper Shubman Gill and vice-
captain Rishabh Pant would be out on the
crease trying to pile more misery on the home
team. India were off to a sensational start on
the first day with Gill and Yashasvi Jaiswal as
the major contributors. Seasoned batter KL
Rahul laid a perfect platform in the first
session but fell short of a half-century.Pant,
who arrived at the crease after the dismissal
of centurion Jaiswal, didn’t let the
momentum come down and continued
punishing the English bowlers. When stumps
were called on the first day, Gill and Pant
were solidly placed at scores of 127 and 65

S\
§- o
* ) DREAMN |

i A

respectively with an unbeaten partnership of
138 runs. The only disappointment that came
for India was in form of debutant Sai
Sudharsan’s dismissal who was out for a
duck.

Gill’s double ton, Pant’s ton in sight?

Putting away all the questions regarding his
ability to play Test cricket in England and
lead India from the front, 25-year-old
energetic Gill showed no mercy on the host
side as he raced to his 6th Test century in
utmost style and composure. Though he had
experienced some discomfort in batting at the
opening slot and number three position, the
challenging number four spot proved to be
perfect for the right-hander as he looked in
total control of the game throughout the day.

On the second day, Gill, who’s batting on 127,
seems to be in a perfect mood and form to
complete a double century against a
formidable English unit, which looked
otherwise on Friday. If England are not able
to utilise the chances or conditions to get out
the set batter, Gill’s double ton surely looks in
sight. Pant, who also looked a superb touch
unbeaten on 65 runs at day end, is on course
of completing a century and put India in total
control of the game that will allow their
bowlers to dictate the terms.

Flamengo scores 3 second-
half goals to stun Chelsea 3-
1 at the Club World Cup

PHILADELPHIA. Danilo scored the go-
ahead goal in the 65th minute and Flamengo
scored three second-half goals to move atop
its group at the Club World Cup with a 3-1
victory over Chelsea on Friday.

Coupled with Esperance's 1-0 win against
LAFC in the later group match, Flamengo
became the first team in the field to advance
to the knockout round.Flamengo's win also
kept South American teams undefeated at the
Club World Cup in nine matches.

Pedro Neto gave Chelsea the early lead. The
ball bounced off a Flamengo defender and
Neto gained control, charging toward the
goal before putting it away in the 13th minute.

Flamengo drew even in the 62nd on Bruno
Henrique's goal on a tap-in in front of the
goal. Moments later, the Brazilian giants took
the lead off a corner with Danilo's goal.

Wallace Yan all but put the game out of reach
for the Blues with a goal in the 83rd.

The Blues, the 2021 Club World Cup winner,
defeated LAFC 2-0 in their opening match in

Atlanta. Flamengo downed Esperance 2-0 in
its opener.Former Chelsea defender Filipe
Luis currently coaches Flamengo, while
former Chelsea midfielder Jorginho made his
debut for Flamengo against Esperance.

Down just 2-1, Chlsea still had a chance, but
Nicolas Jackson was sent off in the 68th with
a straight red just four minutes after replacing
Liam Delap, who got his first start for Chelsea
after making his debut for the Blues in the
tournament opener.

Takeaways

The Blues currently sit below Flamengo in
Group D and can still advance to the
knockout round. The final matches will be
played Tuesday with Chelsea facing
Esperance in Philadelphia and Flamengo
meeting LAFC in Orlando, Florida.

What they said

Henrique was named the Man of the Match, and
said the face that there was a large contingent
of red-clad Flamengo fans among the 54,019
at Lincoln Financial Field wasn't lost on him
or his teammates in the pivotal second half.

"I noticed that we had the advantage. We had
the fans on our side," Henrique said. "And
that's when we started to pressure."

For paddler Diya, mental strength
helps her take huge strides

«Tag of being expensive player in
UTT auction made paddler from
Mumbai believe that she is on

the right path.

CHENNAI. DIYA Chitale’s run in this
season’s Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT) here
may have ended in defeat after her narrow
defeat to Sreeja Akula of the Jaipur Patriot in
the deciding women’s single match. But her
demeanour with the paddle stood out in her
performance, like it did in all her games.
With a height of 4 foot 11 inches, Chitale has
put on performances of tall proportions. She
has put on dominant shows, and has shown
her mental fortitude in high pressure
situations. “I knew it was going to be a close
match. I think Sreeja (Akula) is a really
amazing player and we have played each
other many, many times. So, both of us know
each other's game really well. So, I knew it
was going to be a tough match. When the tie
is at 7-7, it can be anybody's match. This is
where I think it's more of the mental battle.

And hats off'to her. She was really calm in the
end. And maybe [ was a bit impatient,” she
told this daily after her semi-final defeat on
Saturday (June 14)She summarised the
season with her franchise, Dabangg Delhi
TTC. “I had an amazing season last year
with Delhi(where they lost the final to Goa).
This year, we were unbeaten in the first four
matches. But there's always going to be one
winner and someone who loses. I am really
very happy with how we played throughout
the tournament and how we went about it,”
she said.Chitale was retained by Delhi for
14.1 lakh tokens, the highest amount in the
UTT auction in April this year. When
quizzed on whether she felt any pressure,
she responded, “It was a huge boost to my
confidence that so many teams wanted me in
their team and really believed in me. So,
definitely it showed me that I'm doing the
right things, I'm on the right path. But, I think
with that, of course, comes some added
pressure to perform for the team. It's how you
deal with that pressure. So, before every
match, I just try to tell myself that, okay, I'm
here for the team and that I will just give my
best and try to help the team and try to win as

many points as possible as I can,” she said,
Check this video interview of Diya Chitale
with the New Indian Express hereSessions
with sports psychologist Mugdha Bhavre has
helped Diya to help deal with such situations.

“I can really talk to her before every match
and we try to prepare for every match with a
new mindset. And of course, there is
visualization, self-talk. I think this all is very,
very important to believe in yourself when
you're out there on the table and keep trying

to push yourself,” she went on to add.

Diya explains herself as an “aggressive table

Bayern Munich advances in the Club World
Cup with 2-1 win over Boca Juniors

«Bayern, which tops the group,
took the lead on Harry Kane's
clinical finish in the 18th and
went on to miss of a slew of
chances before Merentiel's

equalizer.

MIAMI GARDENS. Michael Olise fired
Bayern Munich into the knockout stages of
the Club World Cup, scoring in the 84th
minute for a 2-1 win over Boca Juniors on
Friday night.German champion Bayern
made it two wins in Group C and advanced
to the round of 16 with a game to spare.

Olise secured the victory at Hard Rock
Stadium after Miguel Merentiel had put

Boca in position for a draw with a brilliant
solo goal in the 66th.Bayern, which tops the
group, took the lead on Harry Kane's
clinical finish in the 18th and went on to
miss of a slew of chances before Merentiel's
equalizer.South American teams had been
unbeaten in their first nine games of this
expanded Club World Cup.Bayern looked
like it would be held until Olise's cool finish.
Collecting Kane's layoff inside the box, the
forward curled a powerful first-time effort
low into the bottom corner.

Takeaways
Bayern has the luxury of resting players
for its final group game against second-
place Benfica on Tuesday, which could
be bad news for Boca. Argentine giant
Boca, which plays Auckland City,
needs Bayern to beat Benfica to have
any chance of advancing to the next
round.
What they said
"We knew it wasn't going to be easy, we
knew we were coming into a hostile
environment, hot weather, it was tough. It'sa
massive tournament. We are playing against
the best teams in the world. We just have to
compete to our highest level and we should
be able to beat most teams." — Kane."We
have to find a way (to advance). A draw
would've been great but it's up to us to
compete and do our best and I would not be
surprised if that happened." — Boca Juniors
coach Miguel Angel Russo.

Angel Di Maria leads Benfica past
Auckland City 6-0 in Club World Cup

ORLANDO. Angel Di Maria and Leandro
Barreiro each scored two goals Friday to
help Benfica rout Auckland City 6-0 in a
Club World Cup game that was delayed at
halftime because of thunder and lightning.

Di Maria, who teamed with Lionel Messi to
win the 2022 World Cup with Argentina,
scored his first goal from the penalty spot

deep into added time at the end of the first
half. His second score, and the team's sixth,
was again from the penalty spot and in
added time at the end of the match.
Auckland City exchanged counterattacks
with the Portuguese powerhouse in the first
half of the Group C match, but was still
outshot 18-1.The second half went

Benfica's way. Vangelis Pavlidis made it 2-0
in the 53rd minute, Renato Sanches scored a
short time later and Barreiro then scored a
pair of goals to increase the lead to 5-0.

Athunderstorm delayed the start of the second
half for more than two hours. When the
match resumed at Inter&Co Stadium, the
goals came pouring in for Benfica.

Auckland midfielder Tong Zhou went down
with an apparent head injury just before
halftime. Trainers attended to Zhou on the
field, and Benfica defender Alvaro Carreras
complained about the delay. He was given a
yellow card after a spat with game officials.

Takeaways

With the win, Benfica has four points in Group
C. Bayern Munich, which beat Auckland
City 10-0 in its opening match, plays Boca
Juniors later Friday in Miami Gardens,
Florida.

What they said

"It was very good. We are happy to play here."
— Benfica coach Bruno Lage.

"I'm a little bit frustrated. The first half was
solid. It was just very disappointing to
concede a goal. I think the guys are going to
be a little bit disappointed in the scoreline."
— Auckland coach Paul Posa.

New Delhi.

tennis player.” That aggressiveness, she felt,
is from watching Indian cricket great Virat
Kohli. Wearing a jacket which read “Virat”
did not seem coincidental. “No matter what
the score is, he(Kohli) has this winning
attitude. And this fighting spirit for
every single time you are out there on
the field. So, this is something that I
really look up to. And of course, the
discipline that he has. I think he has
achieved so much. But he is still
hungry for more. So, this is something
that really inspires me,” she added.As
her UTT season ended, Chitale now
shifts her focus onto the WTT
contenders and the Smash events. She
forecasted India’s chances of a medal
in next year’s Asian Games. “So, [
think we have a really good chance. I
think India has been doing amazingly
well in the recent past. And I think we are just
getting better every day. Like also in the
Mixed Doubles, me and my partner Manush,
we are ranked world number 11. So, I really
see a great chance in the Mixed Doubles
event as well as the Women's Doubles
event,” she signed off.

Liverpool signs Florian Wirtz from

Bayer Leverkusen for huge fee that
could climb to $156 million

Liverpool delivered a huge
statement of intent after winning the Premier
League title by signing Germany star Florian
Wirtz from Bayer Leverkusen on Friday.The
transfer fee could climb to 116 million pounds
($156 million), which would make the 22-
year-old Wirtz the most expensive player in the
history of British soccer."I feel very happy and
very proud," Wirtz told the official Liverpool
website. "Finally it's done and I was waiting
for a long time."I'm really excited to have a
new adventure in front of me. This was also a
big point of my thoughts: that I want to have
something completely new, to go out of the
Bundesliga and to join the Premier League."l
will see how I can perform there. I hope I can
do my best. I spoke also with some players who
played there and they told me that it's perfect
for me and every pitch is perfect, you can enjoy

every game. I'm reallylooking forward to
playing my first game."Liverpool, determined
to keep moving forward despite securing a
record-tying 20th English top-flight title,
splashed out a club record to bring in not only
one of the best players from Germany, but one
of the top youngsters in the world. Wirtz has
been a key first-team player for Leverkusen
since he was 17. He was the outstanding
attacking player in the team that won the
Bundesliga and German Cup in 2023-24
without losing a game, and is a regular in
Germany's national team.It's why Liverpool
was ready to pay a guaranteed 100 million
pounds, plus 16 million pounds in potential
add-ons. Wirtz had two years left on his
contract, giving Leverkusen leverage in
negotiations.The Premier League record for an
initial fee was set when Chelsea signed Enzo
Fernandez from Benfica for 106.7 million
pounds ($131.4 million at the time) in 2023,
before the London club agreed to pay up to 115
million pounds ($146 million at the time) for
midfielder Moises Caicedo from Brighton
later that yeaLiverpool manager Arne Slot
arrived last summer and signed just one
outfield player — forward Federico Chiesa —
for the 2024-25 season.has long pursued him.

No 90m this time but Neeraj Chopra beats Weber to
win first Diamond League fitle in two years

«Chopra had won his last DL title

in Lausanne in June 2023 with a
throw of 87.66m. After that, he
finished second in six DL
meetings. This was his first win
in the Paris leg of the prestigious
series.

PARIS. Olympic medal-winning Indian
javelin throw superstar Neeraj Chopra
clinched his first Diamond League title in
two years, upstaging German rival Julian
Weber without having to hit the 90m mark in
a strong field here.The 27-year-old Chopra
won the title late on Friday night with his first
round throw of 88.16m in a star-studded

field, which featured five from the coveted
90m club.His second throw measured
85.10m and he then fouled his next three
attempts before recording 82.89m in his
sixth and final effort. Weber was second with
his opening throw of 87.88m, while Luiz
Mauricio Da Silva of Brazil was third with
his third round attempt of 86.62m."I am
happy with my throw...My run-up was
really fast today. I can't control my speed,
but I'm happy with the result and with the

first position," the Haryana-lad, who has a

gold and silver in back-to-back Olympics,
told the broadcaster.Chopra had won his last
DL title in Lausanne in June 2023 with a
throw of 87.66m. After that, he finished
second in six DL meetings. This was his first
win in the Paris leg of the prestigious
series.He last competed in the Paris DL in
2017 as a junior world champion and
finished fifth with a throw of 84.67m."I will
compete in Ostrava (Golden Spike athletic
meet) after four days on the 24th of June. So
need some recovery," he said of his

upcoming schedule which also includes the
inaugural Neeraj Chopra Classic in
Bengaluru on July 5 -- a World Athletics

category A event which he is hosting.Chopra
had breached the 90m mark in the Doha leg
of the Diamond League on May 16 with a
throw of 90.23m for a second place
finish. Weber had won the title in Doha with
his last roundthrow of 91.06m."I'm hoping
for some 90 metre throws becuse I broke that

barrier in Doha. So now I believe I can do it
some more... But let's see, it depends on
weather and good conditions, how the body
feels, but maybe I will throw far in this
season," he said.The 31-year-old Weber had
also beaten Chopra at the Janusz Kusocinski
Memorial meet on May 23 in Poland where
both performed below their best under chilly
and overcast conditions. Weber had
produced 86.12m while Chopra could only
come up 84.14m to finish second. The Indian
began the 2025 season with a title in an
invitational meet at Potchefstroom, South
Africa, which was a minor (category F)
event with a throw of 84.52m.In Paris, the
three others, apart from Chopra and Weber,
who had previously hit the 90m mark were
Kenya's 2015 world champion Julius Yego,
Trinidad and Tobago's 2012 Olympics gold-
winner Keshorn Walcott and Grenada's
Anderson Peters.While Walcott (81.66m)
finished fourth, Peters (80.29m) and Yego
(80.26m) took the fifth and sixth spot
respectively on Friday.
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Aspirant's Crown Tattoo

I \ormer Miss World Manushi Chhillar silenced a social media user for demeaning a
Miss World aspirant’s tattoo. It so happened that an Instagram user posted a video
from Manushi’s crowning, manifesting her desire to bag the title by inking it on her

hand. The video, which went viral in no time, caught Manushi’s attention. She defended
the aspirant from a netizen who dropped a demeaning comment on the post. _

The Miss World aspirant, who goes by the name Aryanshi on Instagram, posted a video of
a tattoo with a crown and ‘MW" inked on her arms. A troll took to the comment section
and wrote, “I had to re-watch the video 3-4 times to grasp that THIS girl is aspiring t
become a Miss World... Well, then I can become the sun or the moon too", following b
laughter emojis. The contestant, too, replie
saying, “OMG! You're right. But I'll get th:
faster. Just wait & watch",

However, the negativity did not go unanswe
Miss World Manushi Chhillar came fo
contestant’s defence with a powe
response. Replying to the troll’s post,
wrote, “And that would be better than
spending your time belittling someone
else". The troll, too, corrected herself and
responded, saying, “Ma’am with due
respect, | know people say don’t judge
anyone by their looks, but on a
platform like Miss India or Miss
World, beauty is EQUALLY
important.. one has to be beautiful as
well in addition to all other
qualities.. if she was aspiring to be
someone where beauty is not a
criteria to be judged, I won’t have
said so, but look at you, you ARE
beautiful.. period!" Take a look
at the video and then the
comment:The Maalik actor’s
comment drew praise from
netizens who admired her for
taking a strong stand and
transforming a hurtful moment into one of support and encouragement.
Her response sent a clear message about self-belief and the significance
of empowering one another — a core value represented by the Miss
World platform.

When did Manushi Chhillar earn Miss World title?

Manushi Chhillar made India proud by winning the Miss World 2017
title, bringing the crown home after 17 years since Priyanka
Chopra’s win in 2000. She now is establishing a career in the Hindi
film industry, after debuting with Akshay Kumar’s Samrat Prithviraj

onam Kapoor

b Anand Ahuja Jet Off In Style For The Weekend

onam Kapoor and her husband, Anand Ahuja, are
: '.'- S

her hair was pulled back into a neat bun. Lastly, she
carriecd a black purse. Anand Ahuja chose to
compliment his wife by wearing classic casual black
attire. Ahuja wore a black jacket with a tee. He paired
black trousers with grey trainers to complete his
appearance.

Some days back, Anand Ahuja, posted a heartfelt note on
social media for Sonam Kapoor’s
birthday. He shared an amazing
family photo from the intimate
birthday party, which included their
son Vayu. He accompanied it with a
touching poem and affectionately
addressed Sonam as his “baby.”

The photo shows a poignant moment in
which tiny Vayu is seen feeding cake
to his mother while Anand looks on,
totally engaged in his fatherly duties.
Anand and Sonam both chose to
dress in matching black on the
special day. He wrote in the caption,
“’Spend each day trying to be a little
wiser than you were when you woke
up. Day by day, and at the end of the
day. You will get out of life what you
deserve.” Everyday Phenomenal, to
my baby who is always, with every

day, more giving, more thoughtful, more caring. You

deserve all the blessings. It’s impossible to express the
volume of my love for you! Love you, Sonam

Kapoor."Sonam Kapoor and Anand Ahuja married in

May 2018, after two years of dating. The couple had

their first child, Vayu, in August 2022,

one of Bollywood’s power couples. Since their
wedding in 2018, they have consistently flaunted
A their deep love for one another in public. The duo
recently gave us some major fashion goals as they
walked inside the airport holding hands and looking
classy. While the actress experimented with her
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appearance, Anand opted for a dapper look.

‘Sonam Kapoor wore a grey patterned suit. She donned a
blazer that matched her skirt as well as her buttoned
shirt. She finished the ensemble with black boots. The
actress kept her jewellery minimal, opting for only
\ ‘gold earrings. She went for a simple makeup look, and

Bipasha Basu’s Daughter
Devi Wants To Be A

Smentlst? Actress Thmks So

ipasha Basu is joyfully embracing every
bit of motherhood with her little
munchkin, Devi, and this shines brightly
in her social media posts. The actress, who
shares the little one with husband and actor
Karan Singh Grover, loves sharing snippets of
their daughter’s cute antics and adorable
moments on Instagram. Her latest post is no

different. Giving another glimpse of her
cherished moment, the Dhoom actress recently
shared an utterly cute video of her daughter
with her fans.The clip showed the munchkin,
who is undoubtedly a social media darling,
dressed in a charming yellow top and black
pants with beautifully styled hair. In the video,
she was captured playing with the bubble
machine. The amazement and joy on the little
one’s face as the bubble bursts is palpable in the
video.

And this seems to give Bipasha an idea of what

she might be interested in doing as she grows
up. Sharing this thought, she penned, “Now
Devi wants to be a scientist and do
experiments.”

Bipasha Basu and Karan Singh Grover met on

the sets of their horror movie Alone in 2015.
After dating for some time, the couple tied the
wedding knot in a Bengali wedding ceremony
on April 30, 2016. Six vyears later, they
embraced parenthood as they welcomed their
daughter, Devi, in November 2022.

Speaking about her professional life, Bipasha has

been away from the acting career for quite
some time. The actress last appeared in the
2020 crime thriller miniseries Dangerous.
Premiered on the OTT platform MX Player, the
Bhushan Patel show also starred Karan Singh
Grover, Sonali Raut, and Suyyash Rai in key
roles. As for her last film appearance, she
worked in the horror film Alone. In the 2015
film, she played a dual role.Talking about her
comeback in the showbiz world, she told
ETimes, “I went against the tide always. And

it’s always worked for me. So, [ do believe that
you have to live your life.

On Jasmine Bhasin’s
The Traitors Promo,
Beau Aly Goni Dropped
A Queen Emoji

teaser of the upcoming episode from The

Traitors, adding to the growing anticipation
among fans of the reality series. In the teaser,
Jasmine is seen looking absolutely stunning in
a vibrant yellow outfit that features a flattering
sweetheart neckline. Her look is completed
with striking dangling earrings that enhance
her glamorous yet sophisticated appearance.
Right at the start of the video, Jasmine makes a
strong statement, saying, “I can never be a
traitor, not even to people who have been
traitors to me." Her words instantly spark
curiosity about what’s to come in the show.

As the teaser progresses, Jasmine is seen
nominating Sufi Motiwala, leaving viewers
wondering about the context and the reasoning
behind her choice. The suspense builds as
nothing more is revealed, making it clear that
fans will have to tune in to the next episode to
uncover the full story. The air of mystery
around the nomination adds to the show's
gripping narrative, keeping audiences hooked.

In an earlier video posted by Jasmine, the popular
television actress appeared visibly emotional
as she addressed the accusations of being a
traitor.

With tears in her eyes and a voice filled with
genuine emotion, Jasmine seemed to pour her
heart out, trying to convince both viewers and
her fellow contestants of her loyalty. At first
glance, her raw honesty and vulnerability seem
convincing. However, just as you feel assured
of her innocence, the video takes an
unexpected turn. As the camera subtly pans
downward and Jasmine assumes she’s no
longer being recorded, a twist unfolds, hinting
that there’s more to the story than meets the
eye.

l asmine Bhasin recently shared an exciting

The Traitors, hosted by Karan Johar, features a

vibrant mix of personalities from various
fields. The show brings together names like
Karan Kundrra, Raftaar, Uorfi Javed, Raj
Kundra, Jannat Zubair and many more,
exploring themes of trust, betrayal and
strategy.

Produced by BBC Studios India Productions,
this gripping reality series streams on Prime
Video, having premiered on June 12. New
episodes continue to drop every Thursday at 8
PM, keeping viewers eagerly waiting for the
next big reveal.
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