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Chart a path out
of dark woods

Global lessons in realpolitik

THE GREAT GAME: Trump’s feting of Pakistan’s two top generals in the White House — army chief Asim Munir and ISI chief Gen Asim Malik — is proof the US is checking out Pakistan as a potential frontline state with Iran.

THE thing about foreign policy is, that it changes faster

The cycle of communal killings in Dakshina
Kannada and Udupi districts of Karnataka appears
to be unending. Sectarian fire has spread far in
these two coastal districts, sometimes touching
the neighbouring Uttara Kannada district as well.
Even as the killings go on and provocative hate
speeches keep the pot boiling, successive
governments have done little to douse the fire. As
a result, the region has become a communal
laboratory where both Hindus and Muslims vie
for each other’s blood.

The region, a Congress bastion earlier, has become a
BJP stronghold in the last two to three decades.
The BJP has not lost any of the last nine Lok Sabha
elections from the Dakshina Kannada/Mangaluru
seat since 1991, whereas it is a mixed bag in
Udupi/ Chikkamagaluru districts. The BIJP
bagged 17 and 16 of the 19 assembly seats in the
three coastal districts in 2018 and 2023,
respectively.

Dakshina Kannada, with the prosperous Mangaluru
as its headquarters, is second only to Bengaluru
Urban in revenue generation and GST collection.
The coastal region is a major educational centre
where tens of thousands of students study in nine
medical colleges, seven engineering colleges, and
countless other institutions. It has the highest
literacy rate in the state.

The district is also a significant financial centre,
having seen the birth of several banks. It is home
to several specialty hospitals, an international
airport, a major port, several industries and many
well-known temples. With high urbanisation, the
region’s transport and communication networks
are better than in all other districts except
Bengaluru.

Still, there is unemployment and the rich-poor gap is
widening, contributing to the divide on the basis
of religion. Riots, which were once confined to
urban areas, are now seen in rural pockets too.The
region had its first brush with communal tension
way back in 1976, when a newspaper agent,
Ismail, was murdered and violence broke out in its
wake. Two years later, Raghavendra Nagori, the
editor of a local daily, was killed in what was seen
as a retaliation. So far, more than 50 communal
murders have been reported over the last 30 years
from the coastal districts, some of which have led
to riots, forcing the shutdown of the region’s main
cities.While a couple of decades in the middle
were relatively calm, rightwing trouble-makers
had an eye on Bhatkal, a Muslim-majority town
that gained infamy because of the terrorists Riaz
and Yasin Bhatkal. The RSS sent to the town a
full-time karyakarta, Dr U Chittaranjan. The
doctor-turned MLA soon gained popularity
among both the communities with his affable
manners and ?5 fee per patient. Bhatkal saw no
violence after the Babri masjid demolition.But
turf war in this fishing town— where Muslims
mainly belong to the Nawayat sect and speak
Nawaity, which is close to Persian—was brewing
between the RSS and Muslim organisations for
control of the municipality. This led to riots in
1993, in which 19 people from both communities
were killed. In 1996, Dr Chittaranjan was shot
dead in his house. The probe was handed over to
the CBI, which could not arrive at any conclusion
over the Kkillers.Despite the murder, neither
Bhatkal nor Uttara Kannada had witnessed any
major communal incident till recent times. The
BJP tried to paint with communal colours the
death of one Paresh Mesta near Honnavar in 2017,
and held massive protests across Karnataka. But
the CBI, which probed the death, concluded it was
an accidental death, not murder. However, the
saffron outfit’s electoral gains were massive. It
has won all Lok Sabha elections from 1996 till
now, except once, from the Uttara Kannada seat
(two assembly segments here belong to Belagavi
district).

than Chandigarh’s fickle weather and you have no idea
how to deal with an approaching storm until it bursts over
your head.Something like this happened in Kananaskis
last week. Prime Minister Narendra Modi travelled
11,056 km from Delhi, via Cyprus, to attend one session
at the G7 summit where some of the world’s most
powerful men had gathered — except Donald Trump left
early because Israel had bombed Iran and Pakistan’s Field
Marshal Asim Munir, it later turned out, was showing up
atthe White House for lunch. (And yes, it was halal.)

Here, then, are three learnings from the global mood change

this week :First, like Arjuna in the Mahabharata, keep
your eye on the eye of the fish. From revving up the 2019
slogan, ‘Abki baar, Trump sarkar,” to turning down
Trump’s invite to drop in to see him in Washington DC,
has been a long and sobering journey for PM Modi. The
key lesson in realpolitik here is that there are no
permanent friends or enemies, just permanent interests.

The PM is a master of this game on the domestic politics

front. He is able to beautifully manage the contradictions,
for instance, between his avowed admiration for Dalit
leader BR Ambedkar and his party’s earlier discomfort
with a caste census — and yet, after much badgering from
the Congress, such a caste enumeration was announced.

It may well be that the BJP can wrest the credit for this,

especially since the Congress remains more or less
disorganised. The PM has well managed the dissonance
on this matter at home. He must do the same on the
foreign affairs front.The second much-needed change is
the ability to be realistic. Trump’s feting of Pakistan’s two
top generals in the White House — army chief Asim
Munir and ISI chief Gen Asim Malik — is proofthe US is
checking out Pakistan as a potential frontline state with
Iran, in case the conflict with Israel escalates. Besides,
Pakistan has an ingress with China like few
others.America understands well the nature of power. By
ignoring the Pakistani political leadership and talking to
its military establishment, Trump is making clear he has
no time for frills. He knows that if anyone can deliver
what he wants, it’s the military establishment in
Rawalpindi.Does this mean that America no longer cares
to believe the Indian position, which is that Pakistan is a
sponsor of cross-border terrorism? Or that it no longer
believes that the Pahalgam attack was carried out by
Pakistani handlers?The answer is both yes and no. The
US surely continues to agree with India’s analysis of
Pakistan’s sponsorship of cross-border terror into India.
Unfortunately, its need of Pakistan at this moment seems
to be more important than the hurt it may have caused
Indians who thought that Trump and Modi would always
be fast friends.The point here is that Trump believes he

can be best friends with both Asim Munir and Modi — in
fact, not just Trump, all big powers have the ability to deal

with nations and leaders it may not like much and who
may not like each other. That’s a necessary ingredient of
big power-ship.Which is why the international

community is probably mystified why there’s such a
storm in the Delhi teacup about so-called US “mediation”
on the India-Pakistan May 10 ceasefire, especially when
everyone knows that US diplomats were separately

talking to both Indians and Pakistanis to call it off.
Which is how it exactly turned out, in the aftermath of the

IAF bombing 11 Pakistani airfields on May 10 : When the

Americans called their counterparts in Delhi, telling them
to end the pulverisation of Pakistan, they were told they

should tell the Pakistani side to call the Indian side to

make that request. Which is what the Pakistani DGMO

did later that day.The third change in the global mood this

week is a strengthening of rhetoric against the Israeli
bombing of Iran. Trump’s early support of Israel is giving
way to a pause. Russia and China have already come out

against Israel and the rest of Europe is talking once again
about the need to use diplomacy. The Arab street remains
deeply worried. It seems as if the world is gathering itself

Parse Keezhadi findings without political pulls

to prevent an expansion of the conflict in the Middle East.

In this situation, troubling questions remain over India’s
abstentions both at the UN and at the China-led Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on resolutions against
Israel. The answer, of course, is the personal chemistry
between the PM and Benjamin Netanyahu and the
consequential friendship between India and Israel. The
Israeli PM called Modi and, no doubt, sought his support.

As the global order shifts again, it might be time for New
Delhi to expand its relationships with all the powers again,
all around, and return to a multi-alignment it had once so
carefully crafted and maintained for decades. Certainly,
there is much to promote the idea of allying yourself with a
strong power and riding on its coattails in the acquisition
of strength — with the US, for example — instead of
spreading yourselftoo thin among a galaxy of powers.The
problem with alliances, of course, is the danger of
becoming a camp follower. On the other hand, walking
alone, as Rabindranath Tagore once proposed, is hardly a
mantra in the 21st century. India’s ideal should be to make
friends and influence people — to try and change, like
Mary Poppins once said, the direction of the wind in its
favour.

As political parties in TN took up the cudgels to defend his report, the Union minister of culture called for more scientific proof to validate the findings

The Keezhadi debate has returned to dominate political

discourse in Tamil Nadu. The village in Tamil Nadu’s
Sivaganga district, located about 12 km from
Madurai, is an archaeological treasure trove. Findings
from the site have suggested that an urban civilisation
and language was thriving near Vaigairiver as early as
580 BCE, upending previously accepted theories
regarding the emergence of civilisation in the
subcontinent. However, as the latest eruption of
controversy suggests, the journey forward from these
discoveries has been far from straightforward.The
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) recently asked
the archaeologist who led the first two seasons of
excavation at the site to answer some fresh questions
and revise the report he had submitted in 2023.
Amarnath Ramakrishna, the archaeologist who was
transferred out before the third season in 2017,
refused to revise his report. As political parties in TN
took up the cudgels to defend his report, the Union
minister of culture called for more scientific proof to
validate the findings. The DMK accused the BJP of
attempting to suppress Tamil identity, history and culture,

and had its students’ wing mount protests demanding the
report’s release. The contentions hark back to 2017, when
Ramakrishna was transferred to Guwahati and the ASI
conducted one more season of excavation before stopping

Why bigger may not be better for Indian cities

work at the site. The next seven seasons of
digging were conducted by the state
archaeological department.Beyond the noise
and fury are two key factors. First, the finds
from Keezhadi are seen by TN political
parties and a section of the state’s populace as
amatter of Tamil pride in the antiquity of their
language and civilisation. Others allege that
Keezhadi is being used as a political gambit to
validate or dispute the Aryan migration
theory. The second and more important factor
is the need to apply scientific and academic
rigour in analysing the findings, which should
be conducted without political pressure. The
state archaeological department’s work at the
site, so far published only in short booklets,
also needs to be properly documented and
published in full so that experts from across
the world can study it and draw conclusions.
If the story of Tamil—and therefore Indian—civilisation
is to be rewritten, it must be done with utter care and
without politics.

Urban planning in India is often performative, going for glitzy projects that add little value to governance.

To manage our cities effectively, first we need to delineate them smartly

Disparate events in recent weeks have offered a
window into how India’s governing class,
regardless of party, sees our cities.On May 15, the
Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA) replaced,
nominally for now and substantially in due course,
the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagar Palike as the
city’s governing body. The chief minister of
Karnataka will be GBA’s chairman. Various civic
functions, including land, water supply, sewage
and electricity, currently provided by separate
agencies under the state government, are to come
under its umbrella.Later in May, the prime
minister, speaking to the governing council of Niti
Aayog, asked states to make cities, especially Tier
2 and Tier 3 ones, the engine of sustainability and
growth, and referred to the Urban Challenge Fund
(UCF) announced in this year’s budget with a
planned corpus of ?1 lakh crore.The UCF also
anchors the $10-billion plan for India’s urban
transformation announced by the Asian
Development Bank, after its president met with the
prime Minister. Curiously, the announcement
makes specific reference to “metro extensions
[and] new regional rapid transit system corridors”
and “private investment for urban infrastructure”,
indicating that the investments and UCF are
targeted at larger cities.Finally, last month,
following on from the trend to mandate sewage
treatment plants in apartment complexes in which
Karnataka is a pioneer, the newly-elected Delhi
government made it mandatory for high-rise
commercial, institutional and hospitality buildings
to install anti-smog guns to combat air
pollution.What do these events tell us about how to
address three big questions that shape our approach

to urbanisation? First, should we focus on the
biggest cities or the not-so-big ones? Second, as K
C Sivaramakrishnan, a former secretary in the
ministry of urban development, was fond of
asking: “Who rules the city?” And third, what
should we think of as the city—the urban local
body or the economic region? After all, as part of its
Growth Hub initiative, Niti Aayog has advanced an
economic master plan for the Surat ‘region’
comprising five districts.As an economist, one is
tempted to favour °‘large’ cities, where much
vaunted agglomeration economies supposedly
drive economic growth. And yet, it is not clear how
large a city needs to be to benefit from these
economies. Boston and San Francisco, two global
hotspots for new ideas, both have less than a
million people. This is also true for European hubs
of innovation such as Torino in Italy and Braga in
Portugal.India has many more cities with a
population above a million than the US, Europe
and Japan combined. The districts around the 10
largest cities in India by population have less than a
tenth of India’s population, but a little over a fifth of
India’s GDP. Should one focus on these or, as the
PM said, on the Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities? Might it be
easier to improve governance in smaller cities
compared to our large metros?Large cities are
difficult to govern. Not only is their infrastructure
complex and large, large cities also embed
significant opportunities for rent extraction. Small
changes in rules can generate substantial changes
in the value of land—for example, during the
redevelopment of textile mills in Mumbai.

This is true not just in India, but in other countries,
too—such as the growth machines in the US and

local governments in China, whose officials are
often disciplined for corruption. It is
understandable, therefore, if state politicians balk
at handing these decisions and rents over to local
representatives. By contrast, smaller cities with
limited rents may stand a chance of being better
governed.The GBA model is perhaps an

acknowledgment of this tension with
representation. It removes local politicians from
decision-making and promises better coordination
across civic functions. Should this be a model for
the future? What if we had a trade-off, with chief
ministers controlling the capital city, as in
Bengaluru, but implementing the Constitution’s
74th amendment—also known as the Nagarpalika
Act—in letter and spirit in the other cities of the
state?Could this create an open, constructively
competitive ecosystem across secondary cities,
resulting in a sustainable and vibrant process of
urbanisation, as hoped for by the prime minister?

Eventually, those in the capital cities may also
demand a voice, emboldened by an encirclement of
the state capital—mot Mao-like from the
countryside, but by smaller cities.
Not only is urban governance not representative, it is
often also performative. Like anti-smog guns, they
have limited effectiveness but look modern and
give the appearance of action. Delhi has shifted
this expenditure to the private sector, but public
money, too, is often spent on ineffective
infrastructure that has popular support because of
its performative aspect. Consider the metro rails
in many cities. While in some they are both
necessary and effective, they do little to solve the
transportation problem in others. But residents
feel proud to live in a city with a metro rail,
unaware that for that cost they could have
mitigated their transport woes with an effective
bus system.Finally, the identity crisis. Is the urban
local body an artificial administrative construct
and should one instead consider the ‘metropolitan
area’ or ‘economic region’ determined by
commuting, spread of contiguous night lights, or
just fiat? How can such regions be governed?
Indeed, for cities like Delhi, Bengaluru and
Chennali, such a region will spill across even state
boundaries and trigger a series of other
questions.Are investments such as the Namo
Bharat regional rapid transit system, which takes
less time to reach Meerut from Delhi than it does to
reach parts of Gurugram by road, to be seen as
guideposts? s the preferred expansion of Delhi to
be along this corridor? If so, should one shift
defence operations to Jewar instead, and develop
Hindon as a civilian airport.
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Amid Flaring Middle East
Tensions, IPO Worth Rs
15,800 Crore Is Set To Hit
Dalal Street This Week

New Delhi. Dalal Street is gearing up for a blockbuster
week with five mainboard IPOs and eleven SME
issues opening for subscription, collectively aiming
to raise over rS 15,800 crore amid strong market
sentiment. HDB Financial Services: HDFC Bank-
promoted NBFC launches a Rs 12,500 crore IPO (Rs
2,500 crore fresh issue + Rs 10,000 crore OFS) from
June 25-27, priced at Rs 700-Rs 740 per share.
Listing is expected on July 2. Funds will boost Tier-1
capital and support future growth.Globe Civil
Projects: Infrastructure and EPC player, Rs 119 crore
fresh issue, June 24-26, price band Rs 67?71, likely
listing July 1.

Ellenbarrie Industrial Gases: Industrial and medical
gases firm, Rs 852.53 crore IPO (Rs 400 crore fresh +
Rs 452.53 crore OFS), June 24-26, price band
?380-7400, listing July 1.

Kalpataru Projects: Real estate developer, Rs 1,590
crore fresh issue, June 24-26, price band Rs 387-Rs
414, listing July 1.Sambhv Steel Tubes: Steel pipes
manufacturer, Rs 540 crore (Rs 440 crore fresh + Rs
100 crore OFS), June 25-27, price band Rs 77—Rs 82,
listing July 2.

SME IPOs Opening This Week

11 SME IPOs from sectors like jewellery, food, EV
tech, and infrastructure will open, including AJC
Jewel Manufacturers (June 23), Abram Food (June
24), Icon Facilitators (June 24), Shri Hare-Krishna
Sponge Iron (June 24), Suntech Infra Solutions (June
25), Supertech EV (June 25), and others, with listing
dates spanning July 1-4.IPO Listings This Week

Eight companies will debut, including Patil
Automation, Samay Project Services (June 23),
Eppeltone Engineers (June 24), Arisinfra Solutions
(mainboard, June 25), Influx Healthtech (June 25),
and Safe Enterprises, Aakaar Medical Technologies,
Mayasheel Ventures (June 27).

Residential sales plunge to

14-quarter low, under 1 lakh

in Q2

New Delhi. Housing sales across India’s top 9 cities
during the second quarter (Q2) of 2025 (April-June)
fell below 1 lakh unit mark for the first time since Q3
of 2021 while supply remained below his threshold
for the fourth consecutive quarter.Sales fell by 19%
on Y-o0-Y basis to 94864 units while supply fell by
30% on Y-0-Y to 82027 units in the April-June period
of 2025, according to data shared by real estate
consultant PropEquity. Housing sales stood at
116432 units and supply stood at 117208 units in
April-June period of 2024.According to the report,
housing sales fell Y-o-Y in 7 out of the 9 cities with
Mumbai and Thane witnessing the sharpest fall at
34% each while Delhi-NCR at 16% and Chennai at
9% were the only two cities that saw a rise in sales in
April-June of 2025.Similarly, housing supply fell Y-
0-Y in 6 out of the 9 cities with Mumbai recording the
sharpest fall at 61% while three cities saw rise in
supply, namely Delhi NCR at 37%, Hyderabad at
19% and Chennai at 6% in April-June of 2025.Samir
Jasuja, Founder and CEO, PropEquity said, “There
has been a decline in both sales and supply on Q-0-Q
basis in Mumbai, Bengaluru and Navi Mumbai as
these cities recorded their high in 2023 and 2024, and
are now stabilising to their normal pace. Delhi-NCR
has witnessed the maximum growth in this quarter
owing to rise in supply in Ghaziabad and Greater
Noida.”

According to the report, housing sales in top 9 cities fell
by 10% while supply rose by 2% on Q-0-Q basis.
While Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Pune and
Delhi-NCR saw a rise in supply, the sales rose in
Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata and Delhi-NCR.

Rs 12k SIP in MF: When do

you have to begin investing
to get Rs 5 cr at 60

Kolkata. Systematic investment plans in mutual funds
seems to be running on steroids. Take the month of
May for instance. Though inflows into equity mutual
funds hit a one-year low in May 2025, SIPs continued
to rake in a rising amount of investments. It stood at
Rs 26,688 crore, which is a new record. The number
of SIP accounts stood at 8.56 crores in this month.

The reason for the immense popularity of SIP is the fact
that it harnesses such giant compounding power that it
allows an individual to generate a big amount without
straining one’s finances. One can invest a relatively
small amount of money regularly — once a month, or
a day, or a week — to run up a big amount over a long
period of time. Millions of Indians aspire to become a
crorepati. But let’s take up a calculation to find out
how long does one need to amass Rs 5 crore with a
relatively small amount of investment every month.

Goal-based SIP calculator

Let’s take a situation which can be quite common in this
country. Suppose a youth can afford a monthly SIP of
about Rs 12,000. This person has a target of amassing
Rs 5 crore by the time he/she retires at the age of 60.
The question is, how long is it likely to take him/her to
reach the Rs 5-crore figure? Depending on the
approximate time, one can also find out when he/she
should begin investing to sail to the target. For the first
set of calculations, let’s assume that this person gets a
return of 12% annually which is a significant but
moderate return. Several equity funds generate a
higher rate of return though.

Using the goal-based mutual fund SIP calculator, one
can see that with a 12% return, it will take this person
31 years and contribute a SIP of Rs 12,655 a month. If
one wants to stick to the Rs 12,000 figure, one will
need a few months more. The calculator tell us that
with an SIP of Rs 11,199 one can generate a value of
Rs 5 crore in 32 years. Therefore, an SIP of Rs 12,000
will create a Rs 5 crore pool in somewhere between 31
and 32 years.

Hyundai Motor's Exports From US
Plant Plunge Amid Tariff Woes

Hyundai Motor, which

exported 637,000 vehicles to

the United States last year is

reportedly considering

redirecting U.S.-produced

vehicles to the domestic

market instead of exporting

them overseas.

Market analysts warn that any further

]

Seoul. Hyundai Motor’s vehicle exports

from its US plant plunged last month,
industry data showed on Sunday, as the
company accelerates production
realignment strategies to cope with rising
tariff tensions. Hyundai Motor
Manufacturing Alabama (HMMA), a
U.S. production unit of the South Korean

It marked the first time HMMA's

automaker, exported just 14
vehicles in June, a sharp decline
from 1,303 units in the same month
last year and 2,386 in May,
according to the data, reports
Yonhap news agency.

monthly exports fell below 100
units since April 2020, during the
early stages of the COVID-19
pandemic. HMMA exported a total
of 22,600 wvehicles last year.
Industry insiders attributed the
sharp decline to Hyundai's production
realignment strategy aimed at mitigating
the impact of Washington's tariff policies,
which impose a 25 percent duty on all
imported vehicles.Hyundai Motor, which
exported 637,000 vehicles to the United
States last year, is reportedly considering
redirecting U.S.-produced vehicles to the
domestic market instead of exporting
them overseas.To reduce tariff exposure,
te company has earlier announced plans to

official said during an earnings
call in April.In line with that

HYUNDAI

boost U.S. production capacity by
expanding output at its Alabama and
Georgia plants to meet local demand. At
the same time, it will scale back
production of U.S.-bound models at Kia
Corp.'s plant in Mexico."In order to
minimise the impact of U.S. tariffs, we
have implemented measures to shift
Tucson production from Mexico to
HMMA and moved HMMA's Canadian-
bound production to Mexico," a Hyundai

shift, Hyundai shipped around
2,100 units of the Tucson
crossover from Mexico in
February, but that number
dropped to 522 in March and has
remained at zero since April.
Meanwhile, South Korea's
automobile exports declined
slightly in April from a year
earlier, largely due to a sharp
drop in shipments to the United
States following Washington's imposition
of steep tariffs on foreign-made cars,
government data showed.The value of
outbound shipments of automobiles came
to US$6.53 billion last month, down 3.8
percent from a year earlier, according to
data from the Ministry of Trade, Industry
and Energy. By region, exports to North
America tumbled 17.8 percent on-year to
$3.36 billion, with shipments to the U.S.
plunging 19.6 percent to $2.89 billion.

Market Qutlook: Iran-Israel Conflict, Crude Oil Prices,
FII Activity To Drive Stock Market This Week

- Market analysts warn that any further escalation in the conflict could weigh heavily on investor sentiment.

New Delhi. The coming week will be

crucial for Indian equities, with market
sentiment likely to be shaped by
geopolitical developments, crude oil
trends, and foreign institutional
investor (FII) activity. The spotlight is
now on the escalating Iran-Israel
conflict, especially after the US
launched airstrikes on Iran’s
nuclear facilities, marking its direct
involvement in the war.

escalation in the conflict could
weigh heavily on investor
sentiment. According to Sudeep
Shah, Head of Technical Research
and Derivatives at SBICAP
Securities, the Iran-Israel war is
playing a significant role in driving
market emotions.“Currently, the
market is witnessing selective strength
as investors reassess the risks of a
broader regional conflict,” he noted.

Crude oil prices have remained
elevated after breaching their 200-day
EMA last week, although momentum

25,112.40, while the Sensex rose by
1.59 per cent or 1,289.57 points to
settleat 82,408.17.

has slowed slightly.Shah pointed out This rally was led by the Nifty Private
that persistently high oil prices are
stoking fears of inflation and potential

supply chain disruptions, both of which
are key concerns for the market going
forward. Despite geopolitical tensions,
Indian markets ended the past week on
a strong note. The Nifty surged 1.59 per
cent or 393.80 points to close at

Bank Index, which gained 1.64 per

cent. Other sectoral indices also
performed well, with Nifty Auto up
1.51 per cent, Nifty IT rising 1.36
per cent, and Nifty Services gaining
1.48 per cent. However, the Nifty
Metal and Pharma indices declined
more than 1.5 per cent during the
same period.

Commenting on the Nifty’s outlook,
Shah said, “Over the last 28 trading
sessions, the Nifty has largely
oscillated between 25,222 and
24,462. Notably, 16 of those

sessions saw gap-up or gap-down
openings, indicating continued market
volatility. This pattern suggests limited
opportunities for directional trades in
the current environment.”

India's Next Phase Of Growth Must
Focus On Per Capita GDP: Report

New Delhi.India has overtaken several

economies in terms of GDP over the
past decade, but its citizens' per capita
income remains low. In this context, a
report by Llama Research suggested
that the next phase of India's growth
must translate into individual
prosperity. Manufacturing scale-up,
digital formalisation, and rising
income tiers are some of the factors
working to India's advantage.

Noting that India ranks the lowest in per

capita income among the top 10
economies, Llama Research asserted,
"This isn't a flaw; it's a window of
compounding potential." A tech-savvy
population, solid policy framework,
room for long-term capital formation,
and macroeconomic stability are other
positives for India, according to the
report.India is not just rising in rank;
it's building the foundations to lead

from the ground up," Llama Research
stated in its report, India's Growth:
Journey from Size to Strength.To
realise the vision of Viksit Bharat—a
developed nation by 2047—India will
need to achieve an average growth rate
of around 8 percent at constant prices
for about a decade or two, according to
the Economic Survey document for
2024-25, tabled on January 31.India
has made a significant turnaround,
climbing the ladder of economic
growth. Fromranking 11thin2013-14,
India has positioned itself to become
the fourth-largest economy. Even as
India has surpassed many countries in
terms of the size of its economy over
the past decade, per capita income
remains very low.In 2013, India was
placed in the league of the 'Fragile Five'
economies—a term coined by a
Morgan Stanley analyst to describe

five emerging countries, including
India, whose economies were
underperforming. The other four
countries were Brazil, Indonesia,
South Africa, and Turkey.Currently,
India is the fifth-largest economy and
among the fastest-growing major
economies. It is projected to maintain
this momentum over the next few
years, according to many global
agencies.In the current financial year,
India is set to overtake Japan to become
the world’s fourth-largest economy, as
projected by the IMF.As widely
expected, the Indian economy grew by
6.5 percent in real terms in the recently
concluded financial year 2024-25. In
2023-24, India's GDP grew by an
impressive 9.2 percent. According to
official data, the Indian economy grew
by 8.7 percent and 7.2 percent in
2021-22 and 2022-23, respectively.

Gen.Al Is Making
You Dumb, Finds
New MIT Study

New Delhi. A new MIT study found that using AI
chatbots like ChatGPT to help write essays leads
to much lower brain activity compared to writing
without any digital help or even just using a
search engine. The research team, led by Dr.
Nataliya Kosmyna, had college students write
essays under three conditions: unaided, with a
search engine, or with OpenAl’s GPT-40, while
monitoring their brain activity using EEG
headsets.Students who used only their own
brains showed the strongest and most
widespread brain activity.

Those using a search engine had moderate brain
engagement.The group using ChatGPT had the
lowest brain activity—up to 55 Percent lower
than the unaided group—indicating less
cognitive effort and weaker memory formation.

When tested later, ChatGPT users remembered
less about what they wrote and felt less

v

hatgpr

ownership over their work.Students who started
with Al support struggled more when asked to
write without it, while those who first worked
unaided performed better when later given Al
tools.

The researchers warn that relying on Al early in the
learning process may make it harder to deeply
learn and remember information. They suggest
students should first try to understand and
process information on their own before using Al
tools to enhance their work.Dr. Kosmyna
stresses the importance of teaching students to
develop their own thinking skills before turning
to Al, as overuse could quietly erode memory,
critical thinking, and brain activity.

Suzlon shares in focus as company bhags
3rd successive order from AMPIN

Suzlon Enerqy shares will be
in focus on June 23,2025,
Monday after the company

bagoed 170.1 MW wind
energy order from AMPIN.

New Delhi. Suzlon shares jumped on June

20,2025 after itannounced sealing a third
successive order from AMPIN Energy
Transition for a 170.1 MW wind project
in Andhra Pradesh’s Kurnool.

Suzlon shares jumped 3 percent on Friday

after the announcement of the deal with
AMPIN. However, the stock pared most
of the gains and closed 0.69 percent high
at Rs 62.96 per equity share.As per the
deal, Suzlon Group, India’s No.1 Wind
Energy Solutions provider, will supply 54
of its advanced S144 wind turbine
generators (WTGs) with Hybrid Lattice
Towers (HLT), each with a rated capacity
of 3.15MW.

“Three orders from AMPIN reflect the

energy portfolio by 2030,
reinforcing our commitment to
delivering clean, dependable power
to India’s growing Commercial and
Industrial sector,” Vivek Srivastava,
Chief Executive Officer, India
Business, Suzlon Group, said.

Suzlon Financial Results

Suzlon’s revenue from operations
during the last quarter of FY25
jumped 73 percent year-on-year to
Rs 3,774 crore.In 2024-25, Suzlon
Energy’s net profit surged to Rs
2,072 crore, while it was Rs 660
crorein FY24.

Suzlon’sFY25vsFY24

The company recorded a 118 percent
increase in deliveries to 1,550 MW
inFY25from 710 MW in FY24.

67 percent increase in revenue with Rs
10,851 crore from Rs 6,497 crore

|

power of shared mission. Together, we’re
committed to a self-reliant, affordable and
sustainable energy future by blending
innovation, local manufacturing, and
deep sectoral expertise in promoting
decarbonisation of India’s power

distribution infrastructure.” Pinaki
Bhattacharyya, Founder, Managing
Director & CEO, AMPIN Energy

Suzlon reported 81 percent increase in
EBITDA with Rs 1,857 crore in 2024-25
fromRs 1,029 crore in2023-24

Transition Limited, said, “This projectisa 103 percent increase in profit before

strategic step forward in AMPIN’s
journey toward a 25 GW renewable

exceptional items and tax with Rs 1,447
crore from Rs 713 crore.
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Two caught for harbouring Pahalgam
attackers, three LeT terrorists identified

cParvaiz and

Bashir Ahmad

The arrested accused, Parvaiz Ahmad Jothar and Bashir Ahmad Jothar, also disclosed the names of
three of the terrorists involved in the April 22 attack, in which 25 tourists and a local were Killed.

Jothar provided

Agency New Delhi.

Exactly two months after 26 innocent civilians

shelter to
attackers

rThey revealed

were gunned down by Pakistani terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam, the National

Investigation Agency (NIA) on Sunday |

announced that it has arrested two persons who
allegedly provided shelter and logistical support

names of three

to the attackers.
The two men have been identified as Parvaiz

terrorists
involved

clerrorists were

Ahmad Jothar and Bashir Ahmad Jothar, who
also disclosed the names of three of the terrorists
involved in the April 22 attack, in which 25
tourists and a local were killed."In a major
breakthrough in the Pahalgam terror attack case,

Pakistani

nationals from

the National Investigation Agency (NIA) has
arrested two men for harbouring the terrorists
who had carried out the horrendous attack that
killed 26 innocent tourists and grievously injured

Lashkar-e-

Taiba

16 others," an NIA statement said.

"The two men - Parvaiz Ahmad Jothar from
Batkote, Pahalgam and Bashir Ahmad Jothar of
Hill Park, Pahalgam — have disclosed the

11 more officials suspended in
Rs 40 crore Maharashtra crop

relief scam

Agency New Delhi.

The Jalna district administration has suspended 11
revenue department officials over the alleged
embezzlement of Rs 40 crore meant for crop loss
compensation to farmers affected by excessive rainfall.

The scam was uncovered after farmers from Maharahtra’s
Ambad and Ghansawangi raised concerns about
irregularities in the disbursement of relief funds.Acting
on the complaints, Jalna Collector Dr. Shrikrishnanath
Panchal formed a district-level committee in January to
investigate the matter.

identities of the three armed terrorists involved in
the attack, and have also confirmed that they were
Pakistani nationals affiliated to the proscribed
terrorist outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)." it added.
As per the investigation, Parvaiz and Bashir had
knowingly harboured the three armed terrorists at
a seasonal dhok (hut) at Hill Park before the
attack, the agency added."The two men had
provided food, shelter and logistical support to
the terrorists, who had, on the fateful afternoon,
selectively killed the tourists on the basis of their

religious identity, making it one of the most
gruesome terrorist attacks ever," the statement
read further.

The anti-terror agency has arrested the duo under
Section 19 of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention)Act, 1967.

On April 22, four heavily-armed terrorists stormed
the Baisaran Valley in Pahalgam and shot Hindu
men at point-blank range afier confirming their
religion.

This prompted a major military conflict between
India and Pakistan with the former launching
Operation Sindoor precision airstrikes on terror
launchpads in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (POK) on May 7. The strikes resulted in
the annihilation of nine terrorist camps operating
from the Pakistan-administered territory and over
100 terrorists were killed.In the following days,
India inflicted further damage to Pakistani
military infrastructure, including the Noor Khan
air base in Rawalpindi in Pakistan's Punjab
province.

UP Man Kills Wife In Delhi Hotel, Arrested

After Confessing To Cops On Call

The accused husband, Gopal Sharma (24), who ran off to his native place in Mathura,

was arrested by the local police and later handed over to the Delhi Police, they said.

Agency New Delhi.

A woman was found dead in a hotel
room in Delhi after her husband
called the Uttar Pradesh Police,
confessing to strangling his 24-
year-old wife to death over [
suspicion of infidelity, officials said
on Saturday.The accused husband,
Gopal Sharma (24), who ran off to
his native place in Mathura, was
arrested by the local police and later

|

to get food, the DCP said.However,
he never returned to the hotel and
instead fled to Mathura, the police
said.

"Later, from Mathura, Gopal made a
distress call to the 112 emergency
number and claimed that he had
killed his wife. Acting on the
information, Mathura police traced
him and detained him at the Highway
Police Station. They subsequently

Initial findings led to the suspension of 10 talathis
(village-level officers). Following deeper inquiry, 11
more officials, comprising talathis, gram sevaks and
agricultural assistants, were suspended.

The list includes D.G. Kurewad, Sachin Bagul, Raju
Sheikh, S.S. Kulkarni, Jyoti Kharjule, S.S. Jarwal, D.G.
Chandamare, R.B. Mali, Ashish Paithankar, Sushil
Jadhav and D.D. Sasane.

The administration is expanding the investigation to cover
other talukas in Jalna and seven additional districts in
the Marathwada region.The District Collector has
assured that further action will be taken against the
remaining accused employees after document
verification and seeking clarifications.

Meghalaya murder case: Indore
property dealer arrested for

destroying evidence

Agency New Delhi
The Indore Police on Sunday arrested a property dealer,

identified as Shilom James, in the Meghalaya
honeymoon murder case for tampering with evidence.
Shilom allegedly disposed of a black bag belonging to
the main murder accused, Sonam Raghuvanshi. The
bag contained Rs 5 lakh in cash, her jewellery, a
country-made pistol and her clothes -- all items were
linked to the probe, the police told India Today TV.
During the course of the investigation, one of the
arrested accused -- Vishal alias Vicky Chauhan, a
hitman allegedly hired by Sonam to kill her husband
Raja Raghuvanshi -- revealed that he had booked an
online auto from his Indore residence to Sonam's
hideout in the same city with a black bag containing
her clothes, jewellery, Rs 5 lakh in cash, and a pistol.

IndiGo cancels Chandigarh-
Lucknow flight after pilot
detects techmcal issie

handed over to the Delhi Police,

they said.At around 3 am on Saturday,
the Highway Police Station in Mathura
called the manager of New Victoria
Hotel, located in Delhi's Paharganj
area, and asked him to check one of
their rooms, citing information
provided by Gopal, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Central)
Nidhin Valsan said.Upon checking the
room, hotel manager Prem Kumar

discovered a woman lying motionless
on the bed. He immediately informed
the local police, and a team rushed to
the spot and confirmed that the woman
had been strangled, he added.Initial
investigation revealed that Gopal and
his wife, Kriti Sharma, had checked
into the hotel at 6.35 pm on June 20. At
around 9 pm, the man left the hotel
alone, informing the staff he was going

alerted Delhi Police," the DCP
added.

The accused was later handed over to

Delhi Police's Paharganj police station,
where he was formally arrested.

During interrogation, Gopal confessed to

the crime and told investigators that he
suspected his wife of having an
extramarital affair, which led to a
heated argument and in a fit of rage, he
strangled Kriti to death, the police said.

Pahalgam terror attack: NIA arrests two persons for sheltering
Park, identities of attackers disclosed

terrorists at Hil

Agency New Delhi.
The National Investigating Agency
(NIA) arrested two local residents for
allegedly harboring terrorists involved
in the Pahalgam terror
attack on Sunday. The
arrest comes two months |5
after India conducted
retaliatory attacks in [§
several areas of Pakistan &
and Pakistan-occupied- {5
Kashmir.
The arrests came days 8
after the NIA along with
the Jammu and Kashmir
police and central
paramilitary personnel
carried out raids at 32
locations in Kashmir.
The raids were carried
out in Shopian, Kulgam,
Pulwama, Sopore and
Kupwara. Several overground
workers were found to be living in
these areas with alleged connections
with Pakistan based terror groups,
Hindustan Times reported.

Provided shelter to terrorists
The accused Parvaiz Ahmad Jothar and

Bashir Ahmad Jothar were residents of

Batkote and Hill Park, areas of Jammu
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and Kashmir respectively. The two are
accused of allegedly providing food,
shelter and logistical support to three
armed terrorists affiliated with the
banned Pakistan-based terror group

Lashkar-e-Taiba(LeT), said NIA

officials. They allegedly provided
shelter to the terrorists in a seasonal
hut (dhok) in the Hill Park area, before
the attack.The NIA reported that the
two accused Parvaiz and Bashir
revealed the identity of the
three terrorists and said that the
attackers were Pakistani
nationals. The two have been
arrested under Section 19 of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act of 1967. The
NIA officials are further
investigating the case.
Pahalgam attack
The Pahalgam terror attack took
place on April 22. It claimed at
least 26 innocent lives and
injured almost 16 people in the
Baisaran valley, making it one
of the most horrendous attacks
in the history of India. India
launched “Operation Sindoor” on May
7, targeting Pakistan’s terrorist bases.
The Indian military hit 9 terror camps
in both Pakistan and Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir,

According to the CBI,

Congress names 40
district, city unit
chiefs for Gujarat

Agency New Delhi.
After a process that lasted more than two months

and saw senior Congress leaders visit 26 Lok
Sabha constituencies, 182 Assembly segments,
and 235 Blocks, the All India Congress
Committee (AICC) Saturday appointed 40
chiefs of district and city units for Gujarat under
the the *Sangathan Srijan Abhiyan’ — a pilot
project intended to empower the district units.

The list saw only one woman leader, Sonal Patel,
who will head the Ahmedabad City unit. Patel, a
former vice president of the Congress Mahila
Morcha was the candidate against Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in the 2024 LS polls from
Gandhinagar constituency. She replaces former
mayor and ex-MLA Himmatsinh Patel.
“Ahmedabad city president is a position that
carries a lot of weight,” said a Congress leader.

At least five of the DCC presidents were repeated
— Rutvij Joshi (Vadodara city), Jashpalsinh
Padhiyar (Vadodara district), Naushad Solanki
(Surendranagar), Pratap Dudhat (Amreli), and
Rajendrasinh Rana (Bharuch city).

The party said the newly appointed DCC chiefs
“represent Gujarat’s social and regional
diversity and have been chosen for their
grassroots connection, ideological clarity, and
organisational ability”. At the AICC Session on
April 9-10 in Gujarat, held in the state for the first
time in about 60 years, district units were
identified as key building blocks to build the
Congress back-up. While this is a nationwide
project, the Congress launched the pilot from
Gujarat, a state where the party has been out of
power now for 30 years and which is identified
most closely with the BJP’s rise post-Modi.The
party on April 12 appointed 43 AICC and 183
PCC observers comprising senior leaders,
including state in-charges, MPs, MLAs, and
former PCC presidents, to oversee the
appointments and make recommendations to the
party high command.

(Bl arrests Mathura resident
in minors’ sexual assault case

NEW DELHI.The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) Saturday arrested a man in
Mathura in connection with a case involving the
sexual assault of minors along with possession
and dissemination of Child Sexual Abuse
Material (CSAM).

the accused has been

identified as Shyam Bihari and he was arrested

Saturday, who is currently in their custody:.

“A case was registered suo-moto on June 17

against the accused, from Mathura, on serious
allegations, including the creation, collection,
storage and uploading of CSAM depicting
minors in explicit sexual acts,” the CBI said in a
statement.“The accused also possessed
pornographic content involving children in
violation of laws,” the statement added.

Searches were conducted at the residential

premises of the accused on June 19, resulting in
the seizure of incriminating electronic devices.

“Subsequent forensic analysis uncovered a

substantial volume of CSAM in the form of
images and videos. These materials were
corroborated with data from Interpol’s
International Child Sexual Exploitation (ICSE)
database as well as Cyber Tipline Reports
(CTRs) generated by Google and shared with the
Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C),
Ministry of Home Affairs,” the spokesperson
said.

“Investigation and analysis of electronic devices

revealed the electronic content depicting minor
children being raped, sexually assaulted,
sexually harassed, threatened and their obscene
photographs were taken by the accused in
Mathura. In a swift and coordinated effort, the
CBI was able to identify, locate, and rescue the
minor victim children.” the spokesperson said.

Delhi CM leads yoga on banks of Yamuna, vows clean-up

rBesides the CM, her

ministerial colleaques,

Besides the CM, her

Kumar Saxena, Mayor,

Lieutenant Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena,

Delhi government
programmes at 11 prominent
locations in the city to mark the

Mayor, and others
participated in yoqa

Afler the issue was detected, the airline ensured that all

passengers were safely deboarded as a precautionary measure.

sessions at various
locations across the

L B,

Agency New Delhi.

An IndiGo flight, 6E 146, from Chandigarh to Lucknow
was cancelled on Friday after the pilot detected a
technical issue during pre-flight checks.

The issue was flagged before the aircraft began taxiing.
According to sources, the airline did not proceed with
takeoff and all affected passengers were offered either
alternate flight arrangements or a full refund. After the
issue was detected, the airline ensured that all
passengers were safely deboarded as a precautionary
measure.

The technical glitch is being investigated by the airline's
maintenance team. No injuries or emergencies were
reported during the incident.

national capital.

[ e

Agency New Delhi.

occasion, with ministers,
MLAs, and BJP MPs actively
participating in the
celebrations.

Speaking on the occasion, the
CM emphasised that Yoga Day
should not be seen as a one-day
event but rather as a lifestyle
choice. *A healthy citizen is
the foundation of a prosperous
nation,” she said, reiterating g
that turing Delhi into the

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on Saturday
performed yoga on the banks of the
Yamuna River on the occasion of
International Yoga Day, taking a swipe at

former Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

She said her act aimed to highlight her
administration’s commitment to cleaning
the river - something she alleged the AAP
government failed to do despite years of

promises.

health capital of the country is a
shared responsibility.

On choosing the Yamuna bank as
the venue, she said, “The

purpose was to show people that the
cleaning work of the river is underway.
Yamuna is a symbol of our faith, but the
previous governments ignored it. They did
not work to clean it. But in the four months
that we have been in power, we have made

ministerial
colleagues, Lieutenant Governor Vinai
and others
participated in yoga sessions at various
locations across the national capital. The
organised

significant efforts

Modi.

“If they associate yoga with Prime Minister
Modi, what can we do? Tomorrow, he
might leave his food too if it’s linked to the
PM. After seeing the BJP government in

toward
rejuvenation.” Targeting the AAP, Gupta
said the previous government chose not to
celebrate Yoga Day because of its
association with Prime Minister Narendra

Delhi, he left the national capital,”
remarked. The CM also spoke about the
visual impact of the celebrations, saying.

its  “Witnessing youth perform yoga on boats

under the theme “Yoga with Yamuna’® was

deeply inspiring. Themes like *One Earth

One Health’ unite us with purpose.”™ She

expressed happiness that, for the first time

in decades, such a grand celebration was
organised under the banner ol
the Delhi government with ovei
20,000 participants—ze
milestone event.

L-G and DDA Chairman Vina:
Kumar Saxena led a session ai
Baansera, a 37-acre bamboo-
themed park developed as ¢
model project for Yamune
floodplain rejuvenation. Delh:
Assembly Speaker Vijendei
Gupta took part in a yoge
session at Lodhi Garden
organised by the Ayusk
Ministry. Education Minister
Ashish Sood performed yoga ai
Chhatrasal Stadium anc
highlighted yoga’s globa

journey since 2014. Health Minister

Pankaj Kumar Singh led a session at Deer

Dayal Upadhyay Park, while

Environment Minister Manjinder Sing}

Sirsa joined the celebrations in Ashok

Nagar.

she
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Amid Iran's Retaliation

Warning, A Look At US
Military Bases In Middle
East

Tehran.Amid tensions spiralling in the Middle East,
Iran has warned of "severe consequences" for the
United States after the US military joined Israeli
forces to strike three nuclear sites in Iran early on
Sunday. Iranian state television said "every
American citizen or military personnel" in West Asia
was now on Tehran's "target" after US airstrikes on
Iran's Fordow, Natanz and Isfahan nuclear facilities.

Hossein Shariatmadar, a close aide of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and managing editor of the
hard-line Kayhan newspaper, wrote an editorial on
Sunday calling on Iranian forces to strike the US
naval fleet in Bahrain and close the Strait of Hormuz
for American, British, German, and French ships.

"It is now our turn to act without delay. As a first step,
we must launch a missile strike on the US naval fleet

in Bahrain and simultaneously close the Strait of

Hormuz to American, British, German, and French
ships," he wrote. Shariatmadari's editorial followed a
warning from Khamenei himself, who -earlier
cautioned the United States of "severe
consequences" for its military intervention.While
Iran plans its next move, NDTV looks at key US
military bases in the Middle East that could be on
Iranian target as the Pentagon braced for almost-
certain retaliation against American forces in the
region. Across the Middle East, the US has
reportedly stationed over 40,000 troops on American
bases and warships in the region-- which fall under
the US military's Central Command (CENTCOM).
The major concentrations of US forces in the region
are in Qatar, Bahrain, Iraq, Syria, Kuwait, and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Top Chinese University
Graduate Stole Wallets To
Fund 'Wanderlust' Lifestyle

WORLD. A Chinese man has been arrested by the
police for stealing to fund his lifestyle of travelling
around the world. The 25-year-old 'wanderlust' thief
typically stole wallets full of cash and credit cards and
immediately used the money to venture to exotic
locations. What makes his habit of stealing more
perplexing is the fact that he is a graduate from a top
university in Shanghai and works in human resources
at a major company in the city. The man, identified
only as An, has undertaken over 120 domestic and
foreign trips in the last three years, solely due to
sleight of hand. Suspicion regarding his lavish
lifestyle was raised as he earns only Rs 1.20 lakh
(10,000 yuan) a month, which is hardly enough to
cover the cost of his extravagant travel escapades,
according to areportin South China Morning Post.

The local police arrested An after a man attending a job
interview at his company complained that his wallet
was missing. In the complaint, the man said An had
been acting suspiciously and that he received a call
from the bank, informing him that someone had used
the credit card to buy a return air ticket to a foreign
country in An's name.After apprehending An, the
police officers also discovered two wallets belonging
to men surnamed Zhou and Zhang at his home.“I left
my wallet on the check-in counter and went to a
nearby counter to pack my luggage. When I returned
two minutes later, my wallet was gone. It was so
incredible,” said Mr Zhang.Prior to the arrest, An was
planning to fly to Africa, for which he had even
received the necessary vaccines. During the police
interrogation, he confessed to his crime, saying he
loved travelling and showcasing the trips on social
media.

Washington, New York On
High Alert After US Bombs
Iranian Nuclear Sites

New York.US authorities are on heightened alert
following the American-led military strikes on
Iranian nuclear facilities, with major cities like New
York and Washington stepping up security across
sensitive locations.The New York Police Department
(NYPD) announced enhanced deployments to
religious, cultural, and diplomatic sites throughout
the city."We're tracking the situation unfolding in
Iran," the department said in a post on X.

"Out of an abundance of caution, we're deploying
additional resources to religious, cultural, and
diplomatic sites across NYC and coordinating with
our federal partners. We'll continue to monitor for any
potential impact to NYC," it added.The NYPD's
move comes as concerns rise over potential
retaliatory threats or lone-wolf incidents inspired by
the escalating conflict between Iran and the United
States.In the nation's capital, the Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD) issued a similar advisory.

"The Metropolitan Police Department is closely
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Bombing Iran, Trump gambles
on force over diplomacy

Trita Parsi, an outspoken critic of
military action, said Trump "has now
made it more likely that Iran will be a
nuclear weapons state in the next
five to 10 years."

WASHINGTON. For nearly a half-century
the United States has squabbled with Iran's
Islamic Republic but the conflict has
largely been left in the shadows, with US
policymakers believing, often reluctantly,
that diplomacy was preferable.With
President Donald Trump's order of strikes
on Iran's nuclear sites, the United States --
like Israel, which encouraged him -- has
brought the conflict into the open, and the
consequences may not be clear for some
time to come."We will only know if it
succeeded if we can get through the next
three to five years without the Iranian
regime acquiring nuclear weapons, which

they now have compelling reasons to
want," said Kenneth Pollack, a former
CIA analyst and supporter of the 2003
Iraq war who is now vice president for
policy at the Middle East Institute.US
intelligence had not concluded that
Iran was building a nuclear bomb, with
Tehran's sensitive atomic work largely
seen as a means of leverage, and Iran Jf
can be presumed to have taken
precautions in anticipation of
strikes.Trita Parsi, an outspoken critic
of military action, said Trump "has now
made it more likely that Iran will be a
nuclear weapons state in the next five to 10
years."

"We should be careful not to confuse tactical
success with strategic success," said Parsi,
executive vice president of the Quincy
Institute for Responsible Statecraft."The
Iraq war was also successful in the first few
weeks but President Bush's declaration of
'Mission Accomplished' did not age well,"
he said. Weak point for Iran

Yet Trump's attack -- a week after Israel
began a major military campaign -- came as
the cleric-run state is at one of its weakest
points since the 1979 Islamic revolution
toppled the pro-Western shah.

Iran's main ally among Arab leaders, Syria's
Bashar al-Assad, was also toppled in
December.Supporters of Trump's strike
argued that diplomacy was not working,
with Iran standing firm on its right to enrich
uranium."Contrary to what some will say in
the days to come, the US administration did
not rush to war. In fact, it gave diplomacy a

real chance," said Ted Deutch, a
former Democratic congressman who
now heads the American Jewish
Committee."The murderous Iranian
regime refused to make a deal," he
said.Top Senate Republican John
Thune pointed to Tehran's threats to
Israel and language against the United
States and said that the state had
"rejected all diplomatic pathways to
peace."Abrupt halt to
diplomacyTrump's attack comes
almost exactly a decade after former
president Barack Obama sealed a deal in
which Iran drastically scaled back its
nuclear work -- which Trump pulled out of
in 2018 after coming into office for his first
term.Most of Trump's Republican Party
and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who has long seen Iran as an
existential threat, attacked Obama's deal
because it allowed Tehran to enrich
uranium at levels well beneath weapons
grade and the key clauses had an end date.

At least three impacts in Israel

during Iran missile attac

The Israeli police said in a
statement that they had been
deployed to at least two other
impact sites, one in Haifa in the
north and another in Ness Ziona,
south of Tel Aviv.

JERUSALEM. Three areas of Israel

including coastal hub Tel Aviv were hit
Sunday morning during waves of
Iranian missile attacks, with at least 23
people injured, according to rescue
services and police.Several buildings
were heavily damaged in the Ramat
Aviv area in Tel Aviv, with holes torn in
the facades of apartment
blocks."Houses here were hit very,
very badly," Tel Aviv mayor Ron
Huldai told reporters at the scene.
"Fortunately, one of them was slated
for demolition and reconstruction, so
there were no residents inside."Those
who were in the shelter are all safe and
well. The damage is very, very

extensive, but in terms of human life,
we are okay."The Israeli police said in
a statement that they had been
deployed to at least two other impact
sites, one in Haifa in the north and
another in Ness Ziona, south of Tel
Aviv.A public square in a residential
area of Haifa was left strewn with
rubble and surrounding shops and
homes have been heavily damaged,
AFP photos showed.Eli Bin, the head
of Israeli rescue service Magen David
Adom, told reporters that a total of 23
people had been wounded nationwide
in the attacks, with "two in moderate
condition and the rest lightly
injured."Two waves of missiles were

ks, 23 hurt

launched at Israel from around 7:30
am (0430 GMT), the Israeli military
said.Sirens rang across the country,
with air defences activated shortly
afterwards, causing loud explosions
heard in Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem.Israeli police reported "the
fall of weapon fragments" in a
northern area encompassing the port
of Haifa, where local authorities said
emergency services were heading to
an "accident site".Reporting on missile
strikes 1is subject to strict military
censorship rules in Israel, but at least
50 impacts have been officially
acknowledged nation-wide and 25
people have been killed since the war
began with Iran on June 13, according
to official figures.

Tel Aviv, the southern city of Beersheba

and the northern port of Haifa have
been the three areas most frequently
targeted by Iran.Israel's sophisticated
air defences have intercepted more
than 450 missiles along with around
1,000 drones, according to the latest
figures from the Israeli military.

Israeli strikes on Iran killed 865 people,
wounded 3,396 others, says human rights group

DUBALI. Israeli strikes on Iran have

killed at least 865 people and wounded
3,396 others, a human rights group
said Sunday.The Washington-based
group Human Rights Activists
offered the figures, which covers
the entirety of Iran.It said of those
dead, it identified 363 civilians
and 215 security force personnel
being killed.Human Rights
Activists, which also provided [
detailed casualty figures during
the 2022 protests over the death g
of Mahsa Amini, crosschecks W&
local reports in the Islamic

Republic against a network of )\

sources it has developed in the
country.

Iran has not been offering regular

death tolls during the conflict and has
minimized casualties in the past.On
Saturday, Iran's Health Ministry said
some 400 Iranians had been killed and
another 3,056 wounded in the Israeli
strikes.Meanwhile, Israel's Airport

Authority announced Sunday it was
closing the country's airspace to both
inbound and outbound flights in the
wake of the US. attacks on Iranian

nuclear sites.The agency said it was
shutting down air traffic 'due to recent
developments' and did not say for how
long.The US struck three sites in Iran
early Sunday, inserting itself into
Israel's war aimed at destroying the
country's nuclear programme in a risky

gambit to weaken a longtime foe

despite fears of a wider regional

conflict.Iran said there were ?no signs

of contamination? at its nuclear sites at
Isfahan, Fordo or Natanz
after U.S.airstrikes targeted
the facilities.

Iranian state media quoted the
country's National Nuclear
Safety System Centre,
which published a statement
saying its radiation
detectors had recorded no
radioactive release after the
strikes.

"There is no danger to the
residents living around the
aforementioned sites," the
statement added.Earlier

Israeli airstrikes on nuclear sites

similarly have caused no recorded

release of radioactive material into the
environment around the facilities, the

International Atomic Energy Agency

has said.

Here's how Iran could
retaliate after US strikes on
its nuclear program

WORLD. Iran has spent decades building multi-tiered
military capabilities at home and across the region that
were at least partly aimed at deterring the United States
from attacking it. By entering Israel's war, the U.S.
may have removed the last rationale for holding them
inreserve.

Thet could mean a wave of attacks on U.S. forces in the
Middle East, an attempt to close a key bottleneck for
global oil supplies or a dash to develop a nuclear
weapon with what remains of Iran's disputed program
after American strikes on three key sites.

A decision to retaliate against the U.S. and its regional
allies would give Iran a far larger target bank and one
that is much closer than Israel, allowing it to
potentially use its missiles and drones to greater effect.
The U.S. and Israel have far superior capabilities, but
those haven't always proven decisive in America's
recent history of military interventions in the region.

Ever since Israel started the war with a suprise
bombardment of Iran's military and nuclear sites on
June 13, Iranian officials from the supreme leader on
down have warned the U.S. to stay out, saying it would
have dire consequences for the entire region.

It should soon be clear whether those were empty threats

ora grim forecast.

Here's alook at what Iran's next move might be.

Targeting the Strait of Hormuz

The Strait of Hormuz is the narrow mouth of the Persian
Gulf, through which some 20% of all oil traded
globally passes, and at its narrowest point it is just 33
kilometers (21 miles) wide. Any disruption there could
send oil prices soaring worldwide and hit American
pocketbooks.Iran boasts a fleet of fast-attack boats and
thousands of naval mines that could potentially make
the strait impassable, at least for a time. It could also
fire missiles from its long Persian Gulf shore, as its
allies, Yemen's Houthi rebels, have done in the Red Sea.

The U.S., with its 5th Fleet stationed in nearby Bahrain,
has long pledged to uphold freedom of navigation in
the strait and would respond with far superior forces.
But even a relatively brief firefight could paralyze
shipping traffic and spook investors, causing oil prices
to spike and generating international pressure for a
ceasefire.

Decoding Tehran’s next move: How Iran
could respond to US military strikes

monitoring the events in Iran. We are actively
coordinating with our local, state, and federal law
enforcement partners to share information and
monitor intelligence in order to help safeguard
residents, businesses, and visitors in the District of
Columbia," the department said in a statement.

While the MPD clarifid that there are currently "no
known threats to the District,” it confirmed an
increased police presence, particularly at religious
institutions."We continue to ue the public to remain
vigilant and help keep our community safe," the
statement added.The coordinated precautionary
measures underscore the growing concern among US
security agencies about the ripple effects of the
military confrontation in the Middle East.Trump
announced that America had bombed three nuclear
sites in Iran and warned Tehran of further precision
strikes unless it ended its confrontation with Israel.
The targeted locations reportedly include the highly
fortified Fordow, Natanz, and Esfahan nuclear
facilities.Addressing a media briefing just hours after
the strikes on Saturday (US time), Trump stated, "I
want to congratulate the great American patriots who
flew those magnificent machines tonight and all of
the United States military on a operation, the likes of
which the world has not seen in many many decades.
Hopefully we no longer need their services in this
capacity. [ hope so."

[ran’s potential retaliation could
range from closing the Strait of
Hormuz to direct and proxy strikes on
US bases in the Persian Gulf, along
with broader asymmetric tactics.

WORLD. Israel and the US are drawing
West Asia closer to another prolonged
conflict, after fresh American air strikes on
Iran intensified an already volatile regional
crisis.US President Donald Trump on
Sunday announced that the military had
carried out air strikes targeting Iran's main
nuclear enrichment facilities -- Fordow,
Natanz, and Isfahan -- and warned of more
attacks to come if Tehran chooses to
retaliate.The fresh US military
entanglement comes despite Trump’s
promises to avoid another "forever war" in
the Middle East, while Iran has vowed to
retaliate against US forces in the region if
Washington gets involved.Tehran’s
potential retaliation, likely to involve both

direct and proxy attacks through the Axis of
Resistance, could include attempts to block
the Strait of Hormuz and target US military
bases across the Middle East.The Strait of
Hormuz, a narrow maritime corridor
between Iran and Oman’s Musandam
Peninsula, is one of the world’s most
critical oil transit routes, carrying more
than 20% of global daily oil supplies.
Only around 33 kilometres wide at its
narrowest point, the strait connects the
Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman and the
Arabian Sea.In 2024, nearly 20 million
barrels of oil passed through it each day,
though that number has remained flat in
2025, according to the US Energy
Information Administration.Iran has
previously threatened to close the Strait -
of Hormuz in response to Western
sanctions and pressure. At one point,
Tehran warned it could deploy up to 6,000
naval mines in the waterway -- a tactic
aimed at trapping US warships inside the
Persian Gulf. With limited alternative
routes for oil shipments, any disruption to
this strategic chokepoint could send

shockwaves through global energy and
trade markets.Notably, the Strait of
Hormuz has long been a flashpoint in
regional tensions, with cargo vessels
repeatedly targeted during conflicts.During

/

the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988), both
countries targeted commercial shipping in
what became known as the "Tanker War" --
a chapter Tehran may revisit in shaping its
response this time.Iraq began striking
vessels supplying Iran, later expanding

attacks to oil exports. Iran retaliated by
targeting ships linked to Iraq’s allies and
creditors. The campaign became the most
sustained assault on merchant shipping
since World War II, killing hundreds of
civilian seafarers, damaging numerous
vessels, and causing major economic
disruption. The broader risk lay in its
threat to global oil supply, as the
conflict jeopardised free navigation
through one of the world’s most critical
chokepoints.
Strikes on US bases, ships in the Gulf
The United States has maintained a wide
military footprint across the Middle
East and North Africa for decades,
operating as many as 19 military
facilities across the region.According
to the Council on Foreign Relations
(CFR), which cites US defence
officials, around 40,000 American service
members are currently deployed across the
Middle East as of June 2025. A significant
number of them are stationed on naval
vessels patrolling regional waters.
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[l Kylian Mbappe out of
second Real Madrid Club
World Cup clash

PALM BEACH GARDENS. Il Real
Madrid striker Kylian Mbappe did not
travel to Charlotte for the team's Club
World Cup match against Pachuca, but
could be back for the final group stage
game, coach Xabi Alonso said on
Saturday.The French superstar was taken to
hospital on Thursday for tests and treatment
after suffering gastroenteritis, before later
being released.Mbappe is improving "bit
by bit" a club source told AFP, but he did
not fly with his team-mates for Sunday's
match against Mexican side Pachuca.Real
coach Xabi Alonso addressed the striker's
condition during his pre-match press
conference.

"He's doing better, he's back from the hospital
and is recovering. We're optimistic about
having him against Salzburg," he said.
Madrid face Salzburg in the final game of
Group H on Thursday in Philadelphia.

The 26-year-old missed the opening game
with the same illness as Madrid were held
1-1 by Al-Hilal in Xabi Alonso's debut as
coach.

Madrid B-team player Gonzalo Garcia, 21,
started in Mbappe's stead and opened the
scoring for Real Madrid against their Saudi

7

o

B

/4

Arabian opponents.Alonso indicated that
Gonzalo would again deputise for the
Frenchman."Gonzalo can do what he did
the other day. He scored a goal and had
three chances. Looking ahead, we'll see
what happens. Having players with that
sense of smell is very important. He did
very well," he said.Mbappe finished as the
European Golden Shoe winner in his first
season at Real Madrid with 31 goals in La
Liga and 43 across all competitions, but
Los Blancos finished the season without a
major trophy.

Jon Jones, UFC legend,
retires hefore highly
anticipated fight against
Tom Aspinall

New Delhi. Jon Jones, a legend in mixed
martial arts, has retired and interim
heavyweight champion Tom Aspinall has
been elevated to the undisputed title holder,
UFC president and CEO Dana White said
Saturday."Jon Jones called us last night and
retired," White said during a press conference
in Azerbaijan, where UFC Fight Night was
held. "Jon Jones is officially retired. Tom
Aspinall is the heavyweight champion of the
UFC."Jones, who turns 38 on July 19, has
compiled a 28-1 record (11 TKOs) in
capturing UFC titles at light heavyweight and
heavyweight. He was in line for a highly
anticipated unification bout with Aspinall,

d P .

32, who became the UFC's interim
heavyweight champion in November 2023
when an injured Jones couldn't
fight.Englishman Aspinall (15-3 MMA, 11
TKOs, 1 KO, 8-1 UFC) posted a message on
Instagram after White's announcement.

"For you fans. It's time to get this heavyweight
division going," wrote Aspinall, 32. "An
active undisputed champion."Jones last
fought on Nov. 16, 2024, winning by a third-
round TKO over Stipe Miocic. Jones has won
six consecutive bouts since a no contest with
Daniel Cormier on July 29, 2017.White's
announcement countered Jones' own words
on Thursday when he appeared on the "Full
Send" podcast."I don't want to say that I'm
retired because fighting's in my blood," Jones
said on the podcast, per multiple media
reports. "Right now, I could really care less
about fighting. I've been doing it my whole
life at a very high level and when the itch
comes back -- and if it comes back -- then I'll
do it with my whole heart, do it to the best of
my abilities."" think I will fight again.
Where the future of combat sports is going,
it's going to be amazing when I pop back up."

Jones has had a checkered history out of the
octagon, where he became the youngest UFC
title holder at age 23 with a win over Mauricio
Rua for the 205-pound crown.

No fielding medals for Indian team after
disappointing Leeds display: Sunil Gavaskar

Sunil Gavaskar criticised India's
fielding after three dropped
catches on Day 2 of the first
Test against England. India's
sloppy fielding allowed England
to recover strongly.

New Delhi.Legendary Sunil Gavaskar was not

happy about India's fielding standards on
Day 2 of the first Test match against England.
Assloppy Indian team put down three catches
on the second day of the opening Test, failing
to contain the English line-up.England made
merry in conditions that were largely biased
towards the batters and raced to 209 runs in
just 49 overs for the loss of three wickets.
India, if they had grabbed their chances,
would have been in a much better position in
the Test match.The Shubman Gill side made
silly errors in the field. Despite Jasprit
Bumrah removing Zak Crawley in the very
first over, India let go of several key chances.

L

Ravindra Jadeja dropped Ben Duckett on 15
— a rare lapse from one of India's safest
fielders — while other half-chances and
edges went begging throughout the session.
Duckett and Ollie Pope capitalised fully,
putting together a 122-run stand that dragged

8

England right back into the contest. ENG vs
IND 1st Test Day 2 Highlights

Speaking on the broadcast after the game, an
unhappy Sunil Gavaskar said that there
should be no fielding medal given by T Dilip,
the fielding coach, in the dressing room.

Daniil Medvedev defeats old rival Alexander

Lverev to reach Halle Open fi

lt's Medvedev's fourth
consecutive win over Zverev
and it extended his lead to 13-7
in their head-to-head series.

HALLE. Daniil Medvedev ended home
favorite Alexander Zverev's hopes of grass-
court glory witha 7-6 (3), 6-7 (1), 6-4 win in
their Halle Open semifinal on Saturday.

Medvedev recovered from squandering three
match points on Zverev's serve at 5-6 in the
second set and took nearly 3 hours to get
past his old rival and reach his first final in
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15 months."T could have done much better
when I had the break in the second but it is

normal," Medvedev said. "The same
happened in the third set that when I had the
break, he started playing better, returning

nal, Bublik awaits

better. I am happy that in the third set I
managed to stay more composed and
managed to save those break points."It's
Medvedev's fourth consecutive win over
Zverev and it extended his lead to 13-7 in
their head-to-head series.he Russian
player will face Alexander Bublik — who
beat top-ranked Jannik Sinner in the
second round — in Sunday's final. Bublik,
the 2023 champion, fired 18 aces as he
defeated Karen Khachanov 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-
4 in the other semifinal. Medvedev hasn't
played a final since March 2024, when he
lost to Carlos Alcaraz at Indian
Wells.Zverev, who had been bidding to
reach the Halle final for the third time, will
have to wait for his first title on grass.

Bumrah is world's best, extremely hard to face when
he comes in down hill with lights on: Ben Duckett

LEEDS. Jasprit Bumrah is undoubtedly the
world's best bowler and extremely hard to
face when he "comes in down the hill with
lights on and swinging both ways", feels
England opener Ben Duckett after the India
pace spearhead tormented the host batters in
the opening Test here.Bumrah (3/48)
was exceptional, grabbing all the
England wickets that fell on Day 2,
including that of the dangerous Joe
Root.

England, though, recovered from the
early loss of opener Zak Crawley (4)
to end the day on 209 for 3 in reply to
India's first innings total of 471.0ne- |
down Ollie Pope was holding fort on
unbeaten 100 with England still
trailing by 262 runs.

"He (Bumrah) is the best bowler in the
world. He's extremely hard to face,
good in any conditions, and when he's
coming in down the hill with the lights on
and it's swinging both ways, it's tough,"
Duckett said after play on Day 2
Saturday."His ability to bowl three or four
different balls with no cue -- you don't know

England fightback and hit his ninth Test ton
under trying conditions, and Duckett said
the one-drop batter "stayed true to the way
he plays".He (Pope) was just so calm
coming out. He probably couldn't come out
in tougher conditions, with Jasprit Bumrah

running down the hill with the lights on. I
don't know what's inside his head, but he's
just stayed true to the way he plays," said
Duckett who made 62 before becoming
Bumrah's second victim.

if he's bowling a bouncer, or a slow ball, a "There's no better feeling than that, scoring a

yorker, an away-swinger or an inswinger
until it comes out of his hand. You've got to
watch the ball so hard with him, it's very
difficultto pick up Jasprit."

Pope survived Bumrah onslaught to lead the

hundred against that attack, coming out in
the first over. You could see it in the way he
celebrated, and it didn't just mean a lot to
him, it meant a huge amount in the dressing
room as well. Thad goosebumps for him."

Bumrah (3/48) was
exceptional, grabbing all
the England wickets that
fell on Day 2, including
that of the dangerous Joe
Root.

There was speculation about Pope's place in
the team despite his 171 in the one-off Test
against Zimbabwe last month, but the
century under pressure and against a fiery
Bumrah may silence the sceptics for a while
at least."We're very good at keeping things
in the dressing room, but obviously you can
hear the noise from outside of it. There's
noise outside the dressing room but there's

no noise in it. We're not having discussions
about who's going to play," said Duckett.

"It seemed pretty clear coming into this Test

match that if a bloke scores 171 a few weeks
ago he's going to play this one. The way
Pope has dealt with that has just been superb
and just sums up and proves why he's
England's No 3 and doing the things that he's
doing."
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"I don't think there will be any medal
given. T Dilip gives those after a
match. This is what was really very,
very disappointing. Yashasvi
Jaiswal is a very good fielder but he
hasn't been able to hold on to
anything this time," Sunil
Gavaskar, who was commentating,
said at the close of play.India
batting coach Sitanshu Kotak
addressed the same issue and rued
the mistakes made by the Indian
team.

"Those dropped catches and the no-
ball were definitely disappointing.
Usually, we're sharper in the field.
But as a support staff and team, we
take it as one of those unfortunate
days — not the norm. Overall, we
bowled well barring a few loose
patches. There was something in the
wicket, and we tried to make the
most of it," Kotak said in the post-match
press conference.

At the end of Saturday's play, England were
only 262 runs behind India's 471-run total in
the first innings.

Inter Milan strike late to

beat Urawa Reds at Club
World Cup

SEATTLE. Valentin Carboni struck the winning
goal in stoppage time as Inter Milan came from
behind to beat Urawa Red Diamonds 2-1 on
Saturday and knock the Japanese team out of
the Club World Cup.Ryoma Watanabe got an
early opening goal for Urawa Reds, who were
backed by a noisy contingent of their
supporters at Lumen Field in Seattle.

But captain Lautaro Martinez had got Inter's
equaliser in their 1-1 draw with Monterrey of
Mexico in their first match at the tournament,
and he repeated the trick to level matters here
with 12 minutes to go.Carboni, the 20-year-old

Argentine who had not made an appearance for
Inter in more than two years, then appeared in
the 92nd minute to give the Italians the victory.

"Our opponents play with their hearts and to
counter that as a team we need to play with
more pride, be humble and know how to
suffer," Martinez told broadcaster DAZN after
Inter were made to work for the victory.

The result leaves Cristian Chivu's team in a good
position to now go and qualify for the last 16,
while a second defeat in as many matches
means Urawa Reds are eliminated."Our
emotion is very bad after this game. We are out
of the tournament so now we can only fight in
the last game to achieve our one and only win,"
said their Polish coach Maciej Skorza.

Winners of the Asian Champions League in
2023, Urawa Reds were aiming to bounce back
from a 3-1 loss against River Plate in their
opening game and they went in front in the
11th minute. Takuro Kaneko made te goal with
a good run down the right before his low cross
was swept home first-time by
Watanabe.Martinez hit the crossbar from a
header for Inter soon after, and it looked as if
the UEFA Champions League runners-up
might slip to a shock defeat when Henrikh
Mkhitaryan missed the target from a good
position in the second half.But they got the
leveller in the 78th minute when a Nicolo
Barella corner from the left was deftly turned
in by Martinez, who scored with an overhead
kick as he fell back the way.

Rishabh Pant is unique in many ways, let him be
that only: Ex-players after his somersault goes viral

««Pant was involved in a horrific car

accident in 2022, which left him
grievously injured. To perform a
somersault like that after undergoing
several surgeries is indeed awe-

Inspiring.

LEEDS. Swashbuckling India batter Rishabh

Pant's perfect somersault after smashing a
breathtaking century in the first Test against
England has caught the fancy of his legion of
fans, while former players felt the acrobatic
act that has since gone viral was a statement
of his "unique" ways.Pant hit an entertaining
178-ball 134, his seventh Test ton, as India
amassed 471 against England under new
skipper Shubman Gill on Day 2 of the
opening Test here on Saturday.Former India

head coach Ravi Shastri said Pant probably
had been doing gymnastics from a very
young age."Nothing wrong in that. That's
him. Let him be. You know, he's different. At
avery young age, he did a lot of gymnastics,"
said the cricketer-turned-commentator.
"Even if I might have tried it, I think I might
have... (but) it would have been to go into the

pool," Shastri joked in a video posted by
BCCI.Pant was involved in a horrific car
accident in 2022, which left him grievously
injured and his return to professional cricket
is one of the most heartwarming stories in
sport.To perform a somersault like that after
undergoing several surgeries is indeed awe-
inspiring."Rishabh being Rishabh, he does

something unique. He does it really well.
I think it was unique. No one expected
him to do that. I've never tried it. I'll need a
lot of practice because that is something if
you haven't tried, you can't do it," said
India batter Cheteshwar Pujara.Former
India cricketer Dinesh Karthik said he
was in awe of Pant, as the wicketkeeper-
batter was made of a different
stuff."Neither could I do the somersault
like him, nor can I bat like him. I think on
both fronts (keeping and batting) he has
exceeded expectations. It's quite an effort
to do that, actually. And he does it
consistently," said Karthik, himself a
wicketkeeper-batter."When I was very

young, my parents did make me
participate in gymnastics and I did try and I
was an utter failure at that. So, let's just leave
it there because he (Pant) is doing it so much
nicer when he celebrates it," added
Karthik."I think I've never seen anything like
that in my life. With pads on as well.
Amazing," said an English fan.
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Has A Special Message For ‘Everyone
Who Showed Up’ On Birthday

hanzaadi, also known as Firoza Khan, celebrated

her birthday on June 19 with a heartfelt celebration

surrounded by close friends from the industry. The
rapper, who rose to fame with her fierce performances
and signature style, gave fans a peck into her special day
through a series of warm and vibrant posts on Instagram.

The intimate bash saw the
presence of several well-
known faces, including
Ankita Lokhande, Shiv
Thakare, Isha Malviya, ®
Karan Veer Mehra, |
filmmaker Nishank
Swami, Tablespoon
Films founder Zubin
Khan, and Dilwale
actress Chetna Pande,
among others.

The celebration began with
a touching cake-cutting
moment. In the video
leading the carousel, Khanzaadi is seen slicing into a
chocolate and vanilla cake while her friends cheer her on
with the birthday song. Ankita Lokhande, standing close
by, shared a warm embrace with the birthday girl,
capturing the affection between the two.The party table
was adorned with thoughtful details—rose bouquets,
glowing candles, chocolate cupcakes topped with pink

cream, and decorative photo cutouts of Khanzaadi in
monochrome, all adding a personal touch to the night.
Reflecting on her journey, Khanzaadi shared a heartfelt
caption, “19th June is not just my birthday—it’s a
reminder of how far I've come. Grateful for the love, the
people who stayed, and the strength [ found within.

love, the people who stayed, and the strength I found
within.

Cheers to another year of becoming," she wrote.In the
following snaps, the birthday girl was seen posing with
her friends in the various corners of her well-decorated
house, showcasing how her birthday was a blast with the
presence of her close ones.

World Music Day 2025: Top 10
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Ghoshal

Songs For Your Spotify Playlist

‘ N ? ith over 3,000 songs recorded across 20 languages and more than 150 awards,

including 5 National Film Awards, she is regarded as India’s Number | singer.
Can you guess who we are talking about? She is our very own Shreya Ghoshal.

Her exceptionally melodious voice and versatile singing have made her a fan favourite,
solidifying her position as a leading figure in Indian playback singing.As we celebrate
World Music Day today, June 21, let’s take a look at her iconic songs that you must add
to your Spotify playlist.

Yeh Ishq Haaye

Don’t call yourself a Shreya Ghoshal fan if you haven’t heard this beautiful track from
Imtiaz Ali’s Jab We Met. Shreya’s melodious voice and Kareena Kapoor’s charm made
this song a big hitand still remains fans’ top choice.

Agar Tum Mil Jaao

If men have got Arijit Singh to recover from heartbreak, women, you have Shreya
Ghoshal. This classic heartache song is brought to life by the singer’s emotive, nuanced
performance; she helps the listener feel each pulse of
separation and hope.

Manwa Laage

The romantic track from the film Happy New Year was
picturised on Deepika Padukone and Shah Rukh
Khan. It is known for its soulful melody and heartfelt
lyrics, which capture the essence of love and longing.

Teri Ore

Teri Ore, from Akshay Kumar and Katrina Kaif’s Singh
Ki Kinng, spreads the emotion of discovering love (8%
and happiness after a period of grief and searching. Tt J&
depicts the experience of being guided towards a
better future and emotional fulfillment.

Tum Kya Mile

Shreya Ghoshal and Arijit Singh’s duet from the film
Rocky aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani was among the
most loved romantic tracks in recent times. It features
Ranveer Singh and Alia Bhatt.

Dil Dooba

If you're looking for an upbeat party track to dance with
your partner, then this iconic anthem should have to
be on your list. Shreya collaborated with singer Sonu Nigam for his peppy number and

~ itturned out to be a big hit.

ere Dholna

reya showcased her singing prowess in this classical-based Bollywood song in the film

Bhool Bhulaiyaa. The song’s intricate classical melodies and challenging high notes are

Shréya Ghoshal’s rendition of Dola Re Dola from the film, Devdas was highly praised
loved by audiences. Her voice perfectly captured the innocence required for the

g and the character of Paro in the film. Kavita Krishnamurthy and KK also lent their

s to the track.

a

ck from the film, I Hate Luv Stories, is recognised for its beautiful tune and

ssionate interpretation by Shreya Ghoshal and Sona Mohapatra.

Cheers to another year of
becoming."The post
resonated with fans and
followers, who showered
her with wishes and
praised her for staying
grounded while
continuing to shine.

She captioned the frames,
revealing her gratitude for
her career so far in the
industry. “19th June is not
just my birthday—it’s a
reminder of how far ['ve
come. Grateful for the

order 2 has been generating a lot of buzz
even as the team is in the filming stage.

Ankita Lokhande Expresses
Her Eternal Love For Dance:

‘My Language Since Birth’

- o,
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nkita Lokhande shares a deep love for
dance and has showcased her dancing

skills in various shows like Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa. Now, the actress expressed her
love for the art form, stating that it has been an
integral part of her life and the one name that
first ignited the passion within her is Madhuri
Dixit. Taking to Instagram, Ankita shared a
video of herself depicting effortless dance
moves to Shah Rukh Khan’s popular romantic
track Mere Naam Tu from the film Zero.

Sharing the video, she wrote in the caption,

“Dance has been my language since birth—a
gift from the universe, not taught but felt. This
is my way of expressing every emotion.”

Ankita highlighted how Madhuri Dixit’s words

from the romantic dance drama, Dil To Pagal
Hai, deeply resonated with her. She added,
“Ever since [ saw Dil Toh Pagal Hai, Madhuri
Ma’am’s words lived in me — *Maya sirfapne
live nachti hai.” And 1 felt it deep within.
Dance is my truth, my magic. Main Maya
hoon... sirf apne liye nachti hoon.” And that’s
my happiness."

In no time, the comment section was flooded

with reactions from fans and admirers. An
Instagram user mentioned, “Treat with an eye
to watch you always." One of them wrote,
“Brilliant performance, Gorgeous Ankita."
Another person shared, “Wow so cute and
sweetdi."

Ankita participated in Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa

Season 4 along with chorcographer Nishant
Bhat. The duo ended up in the 5th position.
Apart from this, she made a special
appearance in Dance Deewane 4.0n the work
front, Ankita is winning hearts with her
culinary talent and hilarious punchlines in the
cooking-based reality show, Laughter Chefs:
Unlimited Entertainment Season 2. In the
show, she is paired with her husband, Vicky
Jain.

Ahan Shetty, Varun
Dhawan Get ‘Lost’ In
Pune. Here’s What
They Did Next

4

The third schedule has begun at the
National Defence Academy in Pune with Diljit
Dosanjh, Ahan Shetty, Varun Dhawan and
others shooting together. While the team is
following a tough schedule, they have also
taken some time out to roam around in the city.
But Varun and Ahan’s city adventures took an
interesting turn when they found themselves
lost in the night. Ahan and Varun shared a video
where they appeared stranded at the Pune
metro station. In the clip, both Ahan and Varun
along with other crew members tried to find
their way back to the hotel. Recently, Varun
Dhawan and others have been sharing
exclusive glimpses of the shoot diaries on
social media. A day back Varun posted a picture
with the team and wrote, “Can’t wait for this
one” Earlier, Sunny Deol uploaded a snapshot
from the film’s set, which included himself,
Varun Dhawan, Diljit Dosanjh and Ahaan
Shetty. Director Anurag Singh, producers
Nidhi Dutta and Bhushan Kumar, and co-
producers Shiv Chanana and Binoy Gandhi. In
the caption, he wrote, “When all ‘Forces’
Come together! #BORDER?2. Diljit Dosanjh &
Ahan Shetty join Sunny Deol and Varun
Dhawan as the battalion kicks off the 3rd
schedule at Pune’s National Defence
Academy!”

Border 2 production had officially begun in

December 2024, and the filmmakers had
informed fans on social media. The makers
shared a picture of the clap stick and penned,
*“The cameras are rolling for Border 2! With
Sunny Deol, Varun Dhawan, Diljit Dosanjh
and Ahan Shetty leading the charge, this
Anurag Singh directorial, powered by
cinematic legends Bhushan Kumar, JP Dutta
and Nidhi Dutta promises action, drama, and
patriotism like never before. Mark your
calendars: Border 2 hits theaters on Jan 23,
2026!"

Border 2 is the follow-up to the 1997 blockbuster

Border, which was based on the Battle of
Longewala during the 1971 India-Pakistan
war. The original film starred Sunny Deol,
Suniel Shetty, Jackie Shroff, and Akshaye
Khanna, among others. The film, produced by
T-Series and JP Dutta’s JP Films, is set to
release on January 23, 2026.
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