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Re-shaping of energy
and geopolitics in the
Middle East

Financial markets and policymakers are complacent
about developments in the Middle East and their
effects on energy markets. The market price for oil
for future delivery is trading around the mid-
sixties per barrel, well below the spot price and
below the average inflation-adjusted price for two
decades.Despite the growth of renewables,
especially solar and wind power, oil and gas,
alongside coal, remain the staple source of energy
underpinning modern economies and societies.
Currently, the world consumes around 100
million barrels of oil daily (around 50 percent for
transport and 20 percent for petrochemicals). No
significant decline is forecast due to limited
alternatives for heavy transportation and as a
chemical feedstock. Natural gas is around 23
percent of the world’s total energy consumption
and provides a quarter of global electricity.

The Gulf region is the world’s most important
energy producer, accounting for around 50
percent of proven reserves. It produces around 33
percent of the world’s oil and approximately 17
percent of natural gas. Any severe disruption
would affect availability and price flowing
through to economies.The absence of concern
comes from a perception of ample supplies. In the
leadup to the current crisis, OPEC, driven by
Saudi pressure, increased output, causing sharp
declines in price exacerbated by slowing demand
from decelerating economic activity, particularly
in China. In a repeat 0of 2015, Saudi Arabia sought
to punish producers who exceeded quotas agreed
upon between member states. It may have been to
placate President Donald Trump, who has
consistently sought lower oil prices. Saudi
Arabia’s objective is to maintain its market share
as low prices make US shale oil and gas
uncompetitive and accelerate the use of a
potentially stranded resource.

The spreading conflict alters the equation. There is
increased stockpiling and consumption—military
aircraft are not designed for fuel efficiency. The
most serious threat comes from collateral damage
to energy facilities or the weaponisation of oil and
gas supplies.Israel, whose declared objective is
destroying Iran’s nuclear capabilities and
unseating its leaders, may target oil and gas
facilities to increase pressure on the regime. Iran
exports up to 2 million barrels of oil and refined
petroleum products daily (around 2 percent of
total oil supply). This loss may not be covered by
other producers whose capacities are already
strained due to lack of infrastructure, in part
because of under-investment in the shift away
from fossil fuels. Only Saudi Arabia, the UAE and
Russia, whose capacity is hobbled by sanctions,
may have actual additional available capacity.

The US entry into the war has changed its dynamics.
Iran may seek a total or selective blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz—the chokepoint of global
energy supplies—through which a fifth of the
world’s oil supply passes. A long-standing rule in
the Persian Gulf states is that if Iran is under
threat, it will seek to prevent regional competitors
from selling their oil. Even though free passage is
still theoretically possible, many shipping
companies are already reluctant to transit the
narrow waterway due to insurance concerns. The
charter costs of large crude carriers (capable of
carrying 2 million barrels of oil) from the Gulf to
China have more than doubled (from around
$20,000 to just under $48,000 per day).Another
option is to attack other Gulf nations’ oil facilities,
which has happened previously. American and
Israeli military bases in these countries increase
this risk. Iranian-backed domestic militias,
already in place, could undertake these attacks.
Iraq, which supplies over 4 million barrels of oil
per day, is vulnerable due to the location of its
infrastructure in Basra, close to Iran, and the
history between the two nations.

Two palanquin-bearers from Jammu and Kashmir died

Thousands of poor people in their 20s to 40s shoulder

US pushes West Asia deeper into chaos

The management of the global nuclear domain is set to become even more challenging and volatile.

THE US military attacks on Iranian nuclear facilities at

Fordow, Natanz and Isfahan mark a significant and
definitive escalation in the Israel-Iran conflict, with
potentially complex and destabilising implications.The
US is now directly involved militarily in a regional war
and the potential for further escalation will depend on
four actors and their actions. The first is Iran, the target of
US attacks. Tehran has decided to close the Strait of
Hormuz. This will lead to convulsions in the global oil
market and adversely impact hydrocarbon-importing
nations like India. The second actor is some proxy group
— Houthis, Hamas or Hezbollah — which may adopt a
low-intensity asymmetric warfare strategy against US
and Israeli assets, including merchant shipping.

The third actor is an external power — be it Russia or China

— which in recent days have cautioned the US not to get
involved in the Israel-Iran war directly. However, the
probability that Moscow or Beijing will support Iran with
direct military involvement is low, given their domestic
priorities. The fourth actor is the US, specifically its
domestic politics, where there are reservations within the
Republican Party about the US strikes on Iran. American
public opinion, which has supported President Donald
Trump and his anti-war posture, is wary of the US being
drawn into another long war in a distant part of the world.

The impetuous US action is being justified on the grounds

that Iran must not obtain a nuclear weapon — come what
may — and that its current enrichment programme points
in that direction. Paradoxically, there is no credible
evidence to suggest that Tehran is close to acquiring a
nuclear weapon. Contradictions within the US raise
questions about the rectitude of the American attack.
Tulsi Gabbard, Director of National Intelligence (DNI),
testified to the US Congress in March that “The (US)
intelligence community continues to assess that Iran is
not building a nuclear weapon.”But Gabbard was
rebuked by Trump, who said on June 20 that the DNI was
wrong in suggesting that there was no evidence of Iran
building a nuclear weapon. This was a clear signal that
Trump had decided to strike Iran. Tehran has repeatedly
asserted that it is not seeking to acquire nuclear weapons
and instead wants to defend its sovereign right to nuclear
enrichment as a NNWS (non-nuclear weapon state)
signatory to the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Iran
added that the actions of the aggressors (Israel and the
US) are a grave contravention of international norms and
conventions and that retribution would follow.

In a post on X, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres

condemned the US strikes on Iran. He said: “T am gravely
alarmed by the use of force by the United States against
Iran. This is a dangerous escalation in a region already on
the edge and a direct threat to international peace and

security. I call on Member States to de-escalate and to
uphold their obligations under the UN Charter and other
rules of international law.”Can the US act unilaterally to
contain what it perceives to be a WMD (weapons of mass
destruction) threat and is this action of President Trump a
violation of Washington’s obligations to uphold
international law and related conventions? The answer to
this question will shape the contour of the emerging
world order, or disorder — at a time when there are many
global security challenges that need consensus among the
major powers and collective action.It is instructive that in
West Asia, Israel is perceived to have acquired its covert
nuclear weapon capability with French support and tacit
US endorsement in the late 1960s, though this is a
capability that Israel neither denies nor confirms. Israel is
also a non-signatory to the NPT along with India and
Pakistan.The rationale for the June 13 attack on Iran by
Israel and the current US action is indefensible or
debatable. The trigger was provided by the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) June 12 resolution that
censured Tehran for transgressions over its uranium
enrichment commitments and site inspections. But the
IAEA had not concluded that Iran was very close to
acquiring a nuclear weapon. Yet Israel attacked Iran with
impunity, justifying its unilateral action as an act of pre-
emptive self-defence. The convoluted logic was that Iran
could have acquired a nuclear weapon in the near future
and this was totally unacceptable to Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu and US President Trump.The Asian strategic

Palanquin bearers: The aching burden of piety

framework is very complex, with China being part of the
five nuclear powers (led by the US) who have accorded the
right to possess this capability unto themselves — while
denying it to others. At the time the NPT was introduced in
1968, India had argued that this was a case of ‘disarming
the unarmed’ and refused to sign such an unequal treaty.
Neither did Pakistan and Israel.

Currently, along with the first five, there are four other
nuclear weapon-capable powers : India and Pakistan, who
declared their capability in 1998; Israel, an opaque
nuclear-armed state; and North Korea, a self-declared,
Pluto-like N-weapon state.If these nations exude the
certitude that their current regimes and core national
security will be jeopardised without nuclear weapons,
how is Iran to be convinced that it must renounce the
nuclear/enrichment rights which are due to it as a
signatory to the NPT?Iranian leaders have warned that the
US attacks would have “everlasting consequences”.
Tehran has requested that an emergency meeting of the
UN Security Council be held. Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said : “They crossed a very big red line by
attacking nuclear facilities. We have to respond based on
our legitimate right for self-defence.”President Trump has
succumbed to the principle of power and short-term
realpolitik, abjuring the abiding power of the equitable
principle. Consequently, the management of the global
nuclear domain will become even more challenging and
volatile than it currently is. That would make the current
war definitive in a dangerous manner.

The State must ban such labour practices and offer them dignified economic rehabilitation. Their dignity is their right, not a largesse bestowed by social privilege

last week in a landslide on the rain-hit Kedarnath Yatra
trek route in Uttarakhand. The pilgrim they were
carrying survived with minor injuries. The debris fell
on two more bearers, who escaped with injuries. The
16- km route is treacherous. Hundreds of pilgrims with
comorbidities have died on this route, though porters’

el
'

fatalities are rare. However, these are two deaths too B S :

many.

palanquins (dandi) carrying pilgrims or strap pilgrim-
laden wicker litters (kandi) to their backs. It demands
remarkable strength and endurance. Strained lungs,
weakened spines, and feet eventually force them into
painful retirement. Traditionally, the porter service is
linked to godliness because it fulfils infirm pilgrims’
wish to reach their lord. The travesty of progressive India
is also that it’s the only means in the hills to transport
patients or pregnant women to distant health centres. The
concept dates back centuries, when the influential
travelled in palanquins and brides left their parents’
homes in ‘dolis’. This oppressive system is no different

from the still-surviving ‘cultural tradition’ of hand-pulled
rickshaw drivers of Kolkata. In our cosmopolitan society,
they are a reflection of the excluded who populate the
margins of modernity. They are living contradictions of
social marginalisation in present-day society, proof of the
uncoupling of the right to dignity and fair labour from the

economically vulnerable bottom of the pyramic
at the intersection of rigid hierarchies and 21st-
_=_;i-,; W, century reform.

A ﬁ_ﬁ# By rostering and licensing the dandi-kandi porter:
@i~ of Uttarakhand, like Kolkata’s rickshaw pullers
«| their indignity is both routinised anc
institutionalised. This archaic form of painfu
labour has yet to prod the government tc
dismantle the system. In the absence o
alternative work and hunger and surviva
snapping at their heels, these workers ploc
along. When the West Bengal governmen
decided to ban the undignified work in 2006, the
rickshaw pullers resisted because the decisior
threatened their only means of survival. The
State must ban such labour practices and offe:
them dignified economic rehabilitation. Their dignity i
their right, not a largesse bestowed by social privilege. I
is time they are offered real choices, not vague promises
of progress. In her poem “Palanquin Bearers”, Sarojin
Naidu may have romanticised their task, but the reality is
forbidding.

Finding the soul of India through a foreign language

Bibek Debroy’s Sacred Songs—the Mahabharata’s Many Gitas is one in a luminous list of translations, using English to re-possess ancient spiritual texts and thereby

filling the God-sized hole left in many Indian hearts because of the educational disconnect with their heritage

This week, I came across a book that I read last year
and its value struck me afresh. Particularly because
I am far from ‘ashamed’ of knowing the English
language, despite the odd political opinion in Delhi
on the very many Indians who freely inhabit the
unparalleled depth and range of the Anglophone
world. The book I found was the late scholar-
economist Bibek Debroy’s last published volume,
Sacred Songs—the Mahabharata’s Many Gitas,
devoted to the 24 gitas in the epic apart from the
Bhagavad Gita. It joined a luminous list of
translations from Indian scripture by other
scholars. People like Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan,
who rendered the Bhagavad Gita and the sixteen
principal Upanishads into English; C
Rajagopalachari, whose abridged English
translations of Valmiki’s Ramayana and Vyasa’s
Mahabharata in the 1950s are still very much
around in new editions; and Kamala Subramaniam,
who produced monumental English translations of
the Ramayana, Mahabharata and Srimad
Bhagavatam.The value of such works is that they
used the English language to repossess Indian
scripture and make it accessible to the millions of
Indians trapped in the English language. People
who still longed to know their heritage better but
had to get on with life, study, find jobs, sustain
family responsibilities, all of which consumed their
time.For these millions, people like Dr
Radhakrishnan, C Rajagopalachari, Kamala
Subramaniam, Bibek Debroy, Ramesh Menon and
a score of others performed a valuable public
service. Through their labours, they gave the soul
of India back to those cut off by history. To look at
just Debroy’s prodigious output, he translated the

unabridged version of Vyasa’s Mahabharata into
English, in a series of 10 volumes. He also
translated the Bhagavad Gita, the Harivamsa (an
abridged Mahabharata also credited to Vyasa), the
Vedas, no less, and Valmiki’s Srimad Ramayanam
in three volumes.His services to the Puranas were
no less monumental. He translated the Bhagavata
Purana in three volumes, the Markandeya Purana
in one volume, which contains the Devi
Mahatmyaham recited every year during Durga
Puja, the Brahma Purana in two volumes, the
Vishnu Purana in one volume, the Shiva Purana in
three volumes and the Brahmanda Purana in two
volumes. Besides Manmatha Nath Dutt
(1855-1912), he is the only other person to have
translated both the Mahabharata and the Ramayana
in unabridged form into English.For his
translations, he was conferred with the
Ramakrishna Gopal Bhandarkar Memorial Award
in July 2023 by the venerable Bhandarkar Oriental
Research Institute, Pune, which put the entire
Mahabharata together in a critical edition. This
edition was prepared with the painstaking efforts of
committed scholars over nearly five decades,
consulting 1,259 manuscripts. The completed
critical edition of the Mahabharata was finally
released in 10 weighty volumes on September 22,
1966 by Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, the then
President of India.

It is this milestone Sanskrit text that Debroy gamely

translated into English in the service of modern
Indians. Written simply and accessibly with
footnotes, Debroy’s labours of love found favour
with the Indian public for their reverse engineering,
using the English language to re-possess these

ancient spiritual texts and thereby filling the God-
sized hole left in many Indian hearts because of the
educational disconnect with their heritage.
Debroy’s last legacy to us was Sacred Songs—the
Mahabharata’s Many Gitas, released late last year.
A dense, layered book of 684 pages, it has 25
chapters, each devoted to a gita, 24 from the

Mahabharata, with the last being the Pandava Gita,
which exists outside the Mahabharata. The
Bhagavad Gita or Song of God, not included here,
is of course THE gita of gitas. But these other gitas
bejewel the unabridged Mahabharata, a gita being a
philosophical or advisory passage that can be sung
or chanted.The first gita in this volume is the
Shounaka Gita. This is named for an ancient rishi in
the the forest of Naimisharanya (today’s Neemsar
in modern Uttar Pradesh). Shounaka advises a
depressed Yudhishthira in the Vana Parva or forest
section of the Mahabharata. He tries to implant a

sense of detachment in Yudhishthira, saying that
attachment is the cause of all misery, that
Yudhishthira should ideally “Perform karma, but
also renounce it.” This is popularly understood to
mean, ‘Keep going anyway because that’s what life
is about’. The Dharma Vyadha Gita is from a
beloved Indian story, also from the Vana Parva.
Rishi Markandeya tells the Pandavas how a
butcher taught a Brahmin dharmic
righteousness. That he was a butcher is of no
consequence, for that, too, is a genuine
profession in society, and a butcher is as capable
of dharmic righteousness, in this case more so,
than the Brahmin. It’s a treat to be able to access
their actual conversation through Debroy’s lucid
text.The Nahusha Gita is a dialogue between
Yudhishthira and Nahusha, an ancestor of the
Pandavas, who was expelled from heaven and
cursed to take the form of a python by Rishi
Agastya. He coils himself around Bhima, and
Yudhishthira must set him free by conversing
with Nahusha. When Nahusha asks who is a
Brahmin, Yudhishthira responds that a Brahmin
“is one in whom truthfulness, charity,
forgiveness, good conduct, lack of cruelty and
compassion can be seen”. Not otherwise. Which,
like the grand old Upanishads, posits categorically
that ‘caste’is indicated by character, not birth.

This pattern of outright social subversion and

valorising moral character high above the accident
of birth comes across repeatedly in these ancient
gitas, which amazes and gladdens the modern
reader. But for such translations, we would never
know what our scriptures actually said and how
consistently.
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Stock market down 1%: Why
did Sensex, Nifty fall after
early gains

New Delhi. Sensex and Nifty erased early gains to
tumble over 1% in the afternoon session. While the
Sensex fell 900 points, the Nifty50 lost 200 points
from the day's high to trade marginally higher.The
S&P BSE Sensex was up 261.25 points to 82,158.04,
while the NSE Nifty50 was up 96.85 points to
25,068.75 as of 2:33 pm.

Markets declined after Israel announced it had
instructed its military to launch an attack on Tehran.
This came in response to Iran firing missiles, which
Israel said broke the ceasefire following 12 days of
conflict.Earlier in the day, the indices had gained as
much as 1.3%. Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz
said that he had directed a strong military retaliation,
accusing Iran of breaching the truce.

The rally in early trade came after US President Donald
Trump declared a “total ceasefire” between Israel and
Iran, easing concerns of prolonged geopolitical
instability in the Middle East.

However, the ceasefire was short-lived as Iran fired
missiles on Israel.Adani Ports led the gainers in the
afternoon session with a 2.89% jump, followed by
UltraTech Cement up 1.86%, Tata Steel gaining
1.61%, Kotak Mahindra Bank rising 1.60%, and
Larsen & Toubro adding 0.98%.0n the losing side,
PowerGrid dropped 1.34%, NTPC fell 1.08%, Trent
declined 0.94%, Reliance Industries was down
0.46%, and HCL Technologies slipped 0.43%.

India enters top 100 in
global SDG rankings for first
time; Nordic nations
continue to top index

NEW DELHI. India has for the first time secured a
place among the top 100 out of 167 countries ranked
for their progress in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), according to a report
published on Tuesday.According to the UN
Sustainable Development Solutions Network's 10th
and latest Sustainable Development Report (SDR),
India ranks 99th on the 2025 SDG Index with a score
of 67, while China ranks 49th with 74.4 and the US
44th with 75.2 points.India ranked 109th in 2024,
112th in 2023, 121st in 2022, 120th in 2021, 117th in
2020, 115thin2019, 112thin2018 and 116thin2017.

Among India's neighbours, Bhutan takes 74th place
with 70.5 points, Nepal ranks 85th with 68.6,
Bangladesh 114th with 63.9 and Pakistan 140th with
57 points. India's maritime neighbours, Maldives and
Sri Lanka, stood at 53rd and 93rd places,
respectively.SGDs were adopted in 2015 with the
idea that to save the planet, no one should be left
behind in the overall development matrix by 2030.
The score measures progress on a scale of 0 to 100
where 100 indicates a country has achieved all 17
goals and 0 means no progress has been made.

The report's authors flagged that SDG progress has
stalled at the global level, with only 17 percent of the
17 targets projected to be achieved by 2030.
"Conflicts, structural vulnerabilities and limited
fiscal space impede SDG progress in many parts of
the world," said the report, with world-renowned
economist Jeffrey Sachs as its lead author.

European countries, especially the Nordic nations,
continue to top the SDG Index, with Finland ranking
first, Sweden second and Denmark third. A total of 19
out of the top 20 countries are in Europe.Yet even
these countries face significant challenges in
achieving at least two goals, including those related
to climate and biodiversity, largely due to
unsustainable consumption, the authors said.

Eastand South Asia have outperformed all other global
regions in terms of SDG progress since 2015 largely
due to rapid socioeconomic development.The
countries in East and South Asia that have
demonstrated the fastest progress since 2015 (in
points) include Nepal (+11.1), Cambodia (+10), the
Philippines (+8.6), Bangladesh (+8.3) and Mongolia
(+7.7).

Asian shares rally after
Trump announces Israeli-
Iran ceasefire

BANGKOK. Stocks rallied Tuesday after U.S.
President Donald Trump announced a ceasefire in the
Israel-Iran conflict, although the situation remained
unclear as attacks continued.Trump said Israel and
Iran had agreed to a "complete and total ceasefire"
soon after Iran launched limited missile attacks
Monday on a U.S. military base in Qatar, retaliating
for the American bombing of its nuclear sites over the
weekend.Uncertainty remained, with Israel not
immediately confirming any ceasefire. It was unclear
what the missile launches would do for the ceasefire's
timeline. Trump's announcement on Truth Social said
the ceasefire wouldn't begin until about midnight
Tuesday, Eastern time. He said it would bring an
"Official END" to the war.U.S. futures advanced, as
contracts for the S&P 500 and the Dow Jones
Industrial Average gained 0.5%.

In Asia, Tokyo's Nikkei 225 rose 1% to 38,756.00 and
the Hang Seng in Hong Kong gained 1.7% to
24,078.94.The Shanghai Composite index climbed
0.9% to 3,411.92.In South Korea, the Kospi jumped
2.3% to 3,082.90, while Australia's S&P/ASX 200
gained 0.9% to 8,551.40.0il prices fell further, after
tumbling on Monday as fears subsided of an Iranian
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, a vital waterway for
shipping crude.The price of oil initially jumped 6%
after trading began Sunday night, a signal of rising
worries as investors got their first chance to react to
the U.S. bombings. But it quickly erased all those
gains, with U.S. benchmark crude falling 7.2%. It
dropped further early Tuesday, giving up 2.7% to
$66.67 per barrel. It had briefly topped $78.Brent
crude, the international standard, shed 2.5% early
Tuesday to $69.68.U.S. stocks rallied on Monday
despite the United States' bunker-busting entry into its
war with Israel.

Your CTC is lying to you: CA points out
salary details most people overlook

(TCis total company expense,

not your take-home salary

Components like gratuity, PFE

honuses often locked or

uncertain

Many wrongly plan expenses

based on gross (T(C

New Delhi.

L ]
New Delhi.

Every year, thousands of
professionals land what seem like
impressive job offers. The Cost to
Company (CTC) looks generous, the
offer letter is celebrated, and expectations
are high. But a few salary cycles in,
disappointment kicks in. The in-hand
salary feels much lower than expected,

and confusion sets in.The
confusion often stems
from a simple truth: CTC
is what your company
spends on you, not what
you actually take home.
This gap between
expectations and reality is
exactly what Chartered
Accountant Abhishek
Walia is warning against.
In a recent LinkedIn post,
Walia wrote, “Your CTC is
lying to you!”Walia broke F
down what typically
makes up a CTC and why
it feels misleading. “Gratuity — Locked till
5 years. Not yours yet. Employer PF —
Yours, but not liquid. Think long-term
savings. Performance Bonus — Not
guaranteed. Subjective, delayed. ESOPs —
May sound glamorous, but only valuable
if exercised plus liquid. Insurance

Premiums — Paid on your behalf, but no
cash value in hand.”The real problem,
according to him, isn’t just in the CTC
structure; it’s in how employees interpret
it. “Yet most people plan their lifestyle
expenses based on CTC, which is a
trap.”The post calls for a shift in how

professionals approach
compensation. Walia
encourages individuals to
read beyond the headline
number in their offer letters
and ask more informed
questions. What is fixed
pay? What is variable?
What is the vesting period
for any ESOPs?His
message is clear:
understand your payslip in
full, not just the top line.
Focus on your net income
because, in the end, “The
real paycheck isn’t what’s
written in your offer. It’s what you keep,
grow, and protect.”The post is part
caution and part financial literacy
reminder. It challenges employees to take
ownership of their earnings and not just
celebrate the illusion of abig CTC.

Adani AGM 2025: Gautam Adani denies US
bribery charges, asserts group's clean record

Ahead of its AGM, Adani Airports Holdings Limited (AAHL) on Tuesday confirmed securing $1 hillion in project finance for

Mumbai International Airport Ltd (MIAL), which operates the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport (CSMIA).

The AGM for Adani
Enterprises kicked off at 10:30 a.m.,
with Adani Ports set to follow at 12:30
p.m. Chairman Gautam Adani began
the meeting by saluting the Indian
armed forces for Operation Sindoor
and also remembered the recent Air
India plane crash.Adani Group
Chairman Gautam Adani said the
group’s capital investments are poised
to break records, with plans to spend
$15-20 billion capex annually over
the next five years, not just for
business growth, but to contribute to
India’s infrastructure
development.During the AGM,
Gautam Adani also addressed the
bribery allegations brought by U.S.
authorities, stating that no one from the
group has been charged with violating
the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act

(FCPA) or obstructing justice in
connection with the bribery allegations

by U.S. and the
SEC.Referring to the scrutiny around
Adani Green Energy, Adani said the
group stood firm despite pressure. His
remarks come after the US SEC
summoned him and his nephew Sagar
Adani over alleged bribery and
misleading investors during a $750
million bond issuance.Ahead of its

authorities

AGM, Adani Airports Holdings
Limited (AAHL) on Tuesday
confirmed securing $1 billion in
project finance for Mumbai
International Airport Ltd (MIAL),
which operates the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA).For the quarter
ending March 2025, Adani
Enterprises posted a 752% year-
on-year (YoY) jump in profit to
Rs 3,845 crore, up from Rs 451
crore last year. The rise was
mainly due to an exceptional gain of Rs
3,286 crore. However, revenue from
operations dipped 8% YoY to Rs
26,966 crore.Shares of all Adani Group
companies traded in the green ahead of
the AGM.Key announcements and the
group’s future plans are likely to be
shared during the AGMs.

Novo Nordisk rolls out its much-awaited

obesity drug

CHENNALI. Danish drugs and insulin

maker Novo Nordisk launched
Wegovy, its latest and the much-
awaited weight-loss drug -- a once-a-
week semaglutide injection, in India
today (June 24). The drug is currently
being distributed and will hit
pharmacies by the end of June.

The Drug Controller General of India

(DCGI) had in February 2025 approved
Wegovy for chronic weight
management and to reduce
cardiovascular events after a select
trial. According to the company, the
five dose strengths of the obesity drug
are available in 0.257mg, 0.5?mg,
17mg, 1.7?7mg, and 2.4?mg, and the
starter doses (0.25—1?mg) will cost Rs
4,366/week ($50.7), or about
717,345/month.While, the higher doses
-- 1.77mg and 2.4 mg are priced at Rs
24,280/month and Rs 26,015/month
respectively.According to industry
sources, the company advanced the
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India launch, which was originally
planned for 2026, to mid-2025 to stay
ahead of rivals like Eli?Lilly’s
Mounjaro.Novo aims to reach
$1?billion in Indian sales within 5-7
years, signaling high confidence in
demand, the sources say.To meet gobal
demand, Novo has invested over
$23?billion in production capacity and
is running facilities 24/7 In India, it’s
also building obesity clinics, training
healthcare professionals, and
partnering with state governments on
obesity careWegovy competes with Eli
Lilly’s Mounjaro (tirzepatide) as the
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latter's early presence in India made it
crucial for Novo to fast-track Wegovy
Patent and With semaglutide’s patent
set to expire in India in 2026, local
pharma giants (Sun Pharma, Cipla, Dr.
Reddy’s, Biocon) are also developing
generic versions. Novo had even filed a
patent infringement suit to bar DRL
and OneSource from selling
semaglutide generics, although Delhi
High Court restricted them pending an
August hearing.India has over
250?million individuals with general
obesity and 351?million with
abdominal obesity. Around 24% of
Indian adults are overweight or obese.
However, despite strong demand,
pricing remains a concern in India’s
price-sensitive market. Novo aims to
balance affordability with premium
positioningThe company claims that
Wegovy demonstrated about 15% body
weight loss in global trials and reduces
major cardiovascular events, setting it
apart in the obesity care landscape.

Explained: Why Enviro
Infra Engineers share price
jumped 11% in early trade

New Delhi. Shares of Enviro Infra Engineers Ltd
surged sharply on Tuesday morning, rising over
11% in early trade after the company announced
that it had secured new projects worth Rs 306.30
crore.

At around 9:48 am, the company’s stock was
trading at Rs 233.50 apiece on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE), up 10.43% from the previous
close.The rally came after Enviro Infra Engineers
issued a press release confirming the receipt of
multiple new orders. In the release titled “Enviro
Infra Engineers Limited Secures New Projects
Worth Rs 306.30 crores”, the company said the
new projects are part of its normal business
operations. While the firm did not disclose further
details about the nature of the contracts or the
clients involved, citing confidentiality clauses, it
emphasised that the development was material
enough to warrant a voluntary disclosure.

The company clarified that the provisions under
Clause 4 of Part B of Part A of Schedule I1I of the
SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure

Requirements) Regulations, 2015, along with
recent Sebi circulars on contract awards “not in
the normal course of business,” do not apply in
this case. Since the projects are part of routine
business activity, the firm was not obligated to
disclose them in detail but chose to do so
voluntarily.Market participants took this as a
positive signal, interpreting the development as a
sign of strong order inflow and business
momentum.While the announcement lacked
granular details, the headline figure of Rs 306
crore in new projects appears to have bolstered
investor sentiment and sparked renewed interest
in the stock.The jump adds to recent positive
momentum for the company’s shares, which have
seen steady gains in recent weeks amid growing
interest in infrastructure and engineering firms
with robust order books.Investors will now watch
for future updates on project execution timelines
and whether this order win translates into stronger
financial performance in upcoming quarters.

Better than gold: How Ecuador
cashed in on surging cocoa prices

In 2024, Ecuador's cocoa
exports amounted to 3.6
billion dollars, 600 million
dollars more than mining.

MILAGRO. In Ecuador, farmers who bet

on cocoa beans rather than bananas, the
country's top agricultural export, are
cashing in as a global shortage of the main
ingredient in chocolate feeds a price
bonanza.Cocoa is now a billion-dollar
business in the Andean country, rivalling
gold, copper and silver as well as the
ubiquitous banana.Near the Pacific port
city of Guayaquil, in a region called
Milagro (Miracle), 50-year-old farmer
Cergio Lema can scarcely believe his
luck.A few years ago, the price of cocoa
"was so low you could only earn enough
for the upkeep of the farm," he told AFP as
he strolled through his plantation,
examining the oblong cocoa pods
ripening on his trees.But in the past two
years, poor harvests linked to climate

change and disease in Ivory Coast and

call.

Ghana, which together account for over Gangs sniff opportunities
Ecuador, believed to be the original home of
cocoa, is the world's third-largest
producer of the so-called "food of the

half of global cocoa output, have whipped
global prices into a froth.Lema's income
has more than tripled -- from 100 dollars

for a 100-kilo (220 pound) sack of the
beans packed inside each pod, to 350
dollars per sack.

Nowadays he dreams about expansion.

"I have the vision of saving some money,
taking out a loan, and buying another
plot of land," he said.In 2024,
Ecuador's cocoa exports amounted to
3.6 billion dollars, 600 million dollars
more than mining.Between September
2024 and March 2025, the value of

cocoa exports surpassed those of |

bananas, of which Ecuador is the

Ghana."The current prosperity is no
accident; we are reaping the benefits of
years of private investment and research
into a resilient variety," said Ivan
Ontaneda, president of Ecuadoran cocoa
exporters group Anecacao.African
cocoa crops have also been wiped out
by heavy rains and extreme drought,
both of which experts have linked to
climate change.In December 2024,
international cocoa prices hit a record
$12,000 per metric ton on the back of
the shortages, before falling back to
about $8,500 dollars currently.
Anecacao estimates that around
400,000 producers and exporters have
benefitted from the price surge.
But the boom has left a bitter taste for

world's top exporter, for the first time in

six decades, according to the central
bank.Marco Vasquez used his bonanza to
modernize his farm in Los Rios province,
in the southwest of the country."With the
previous prices, it was impossible to
invest, but now I've bought more seeds
and constructed a small bridge to cross the
stream that used to flood the plantations,"
the 42-year-old told AFP in a telephone

gods," according to its agriculture
ministry.It is also the biggest exporter of
fine flavor cocoa, a premium variety
prized by chocolate makers for its rich,
fruity taste.But 90 percent of its

some: cocoa growers are growing
targets for the extortion gangs that hold
businesses to ransom across Ecuador,
Peru, Venezuela and other South
American countries.

production is of CCN-51, a genetically The rush to cash in on high prices also risks

modified variety created in the 1980s to

reputational damage to Ecuadoran cocoa.

resist the bugs behind an outbreak of Environmental groups have repeatedly

cocoa swollen shoot virus (CSSV), a
disease ravaging crops in Ivory Coast and

warned of rampant deforestation related
to cocoa production.
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Asia heating up twice as fast: Gimate
change report cites recent events

s 5

Agency New Delhi.

With the world already struggling to find
ways to effectively address climate
change, a new report on the global crisis
has sounded concerns, especially for
Asian, with fresh water sources and
coastal areas seriously threatened.

The World Meteorological Organization’s
(WMO) "State of the Climate in Asia
2024" report has highlighted alarming
climate changes across Asia recently,
saying the continent has heated up twice as
fast as the rest of the world. The report
reveals that the continent is facing
unprecedented environmental challenges,
saying in 2024, Asia experienced one of
the warmest years on record.

With average temperatures averaging 1.04
degrees Celsius above the 1991-2020
baseline, the continent is warming nearly
twice as fast as the global average, the
report said. The rapid temperature rise has

mountain ranges, including the
Himalayas and the Tian Shan mountain
range in Central Asia, threatening vital e
freshwater sources and ecosystems.
SEA SURFACE TEMPERATURE
RISE RISKS COASTALAREAS
According to the State of the Climate in
Asia 2024 report, sea-surface &
temperatures in the region have also &5
soared to record highs. Due to the

record-high temperatures, sea levels =

along Asia’s Pacific and Indian Ocean
coastlines rose faster than the global
average. These trends have heightened the
vulnerability of millions living in coastal
arcas of the continent, including India.

They are increasing risks from flooding and
storm surges. The continent also saw a
sharp increase in extreme weather events
throughout 2024,

CONTINENT BRACES FOR DEADLY
HEATWAVE

heat waves struck parts of Asia, causing
hundreds of heat-related deaths,
particularly in India and Japan. Marine
heatwaves expanded dramatically,
reaching a record 15 million square
kilometers, severely impacting marine
biodiversity. Tropical Cyclone Yagi
emerged as the strongest storm of the year,
inflicting widespread damage across
Southeast Asia. Yagi left dozens dead in
northern Vietnam last September.

accelerated glacier melting in key

The report further claimed that prolonged

Also, Central Asia faced its worst floods in

over 70 ycars while the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) experienced
unprecedented rainfall, severely
disrupting infrastructure. Nepal
endured devastating floods in
September 2024, resulting in at least
246 fatalities, However, timely early
warning systems and coordinated
response efforts helped save thousands
of lives.

' NEED FOR URGENT CLIMATE

STRATEGIES

The report underlines the urgent need for

robust climate adaptation strategies. It
emphasises the critical role of national
meteorological services in improving
disaster preparedness to protect lives and
livelihoods in an era of escalating climate
risks.As Asia’s climate continues to warm
rapidly, proactive measures arc essential
to mitigate the human and economic toll of

these extreme environmental changes, it
added.

Vande Bharat Brawl: BJP
MLA Rajeev Singh
Parichha faces party heat

after show-cause notice

Agency New Delhi.

Aviral video depicting a violent altercation aboard

a Vande Bharat Express train has landed BIP
MLA Rajeev Singh Parichha in hot water,
resulting in a show-cause notice from the party’s
Uttar Pradesh unit. The incident, which occurred
on June 19th, involved a group of men allegedly
associated with Parichha, who was travelling
from Delhi to Bhopal with his family.

The video, widely circulated on social media,

shows the men violently assaulting a fellow
passenger, leaving him bleeding from multiple
injuries.The incident quickly escalated into a
political controversy after former Madhya
Pradesh Congress MLA Mukesh Nayak shared
the video, accusing Parichha of “hooliganism”
and his supporters of brutally attacking the
passenger.

Parichha’s response to the controversy has been

met with criticism. He filed a complaint with the
Government Railway Police (GRP), alleging
that the passenger was disruptive, repeatedly
encroaching on his personal space. Parichha
claimed the passenger’s subsequent
misbehaviour led to the altercation, and that the
passenger later called accomplices to attack his

supporters at Jhansi station.However, this
version of events starkly contradicts the widely
circulated video footage. Unverified reports
suggest the conflict originated from a seat-
trading request made by the MLA, which the
passenger refused.

The BIP’s reaction has been swift and firm. State
General Secretary Govind Narayan Shukla
issued a show-cause notice to Parichha,
demanding a response within seven days. The
notice explicitly stated that Parichha’s actions
have severely damaged the party’s image and
constituted serious indiscipline, warning of strict
action should he fail to provide a satisfactory
explanation.”Your actions have tarnished the
image of the party and indicate serious
indiscipline. You are directed to respond within
seven days, failing which strict action will be
taken,” the letter reads.

‘Pukistun will wage war again
if...": Bilawal Bhutto’s threat
to India on Indus Waters
Treaty suspension

New Delhi. Former Pakistan foreign minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari warned India of war over
the suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT).
Bilawal, the chief of the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), said that if India denies Pakistan its fair
water share under the 1960 treaty, then
Islamabad “will have to wage war again” against
New Delhi.”If India refuses to abide by the Indus
Waters Treaty, Pakistan will not shy away from
waging war again. India has two options: share
water fairly, or we will deliver water to us from
all six rivers,” Bilawal said in Parliament,
referring to the six rivers of the Indus basin.
Bilawal’s statement comes at a time there is a
simmering tension between India and Pakistan
over the Indus Waters Treaty. India has indicated
in recent years that it may reconsider the water
pact.

India on April 23 suspended the 1960 agreement, a
day after the terrorist attack in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Pahalgam that killed 26 people.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah last week
asserted that India will never restore the water

Supreme Court grants interim relief to
Rohingya woman facing deportation

The Rohingya woman was declared a foreigner by an Assam Foreigners' Tribunal. She approached the
Supreme Court after the Gauhatl High Court unheld the tribunal's decision.

Agency New Delhi. v tough stance on the deportation of

The Supreme Court has granted Rohingya refugees.In May, the
interim relief to a Rohingya Supreme Court said if Rohingya
woman who was declared a refugees in the country were found to
foreigner by an Assam tribunal, be 'foreigners' under the Foreigners
staying her deportation and barring Act, they would have to be deported
any coercive action until further as per the law. A three-judge bench
orders. The top court also issued a had ruled that the right to reside
notice to the Centre and the Assam anywhere within India was limited to
government on the petition filed by | its citizens.

Zainab Bibi. The petitioners had argued that

In her petition, Bibi challenged the Rohingyas were at risk of genocide in
Gauhati High Court's order that upheld Myanmar and contended that, as
the tribunal's decision. She sought a refugees, they had the right to remain in
stay on her deportation from India. India.

"The petitioner shall not be deported, and However, the top court remarked, "If
no coercive action shall be taken they (refugees) have a right to stay
against her in the meantime," the here, it will be acknowledged.
Supreme Court said, while directing However, if they do not have a right,
that the matter be listed for hearing in they will be deported as per the
the last week of August. procedure prescribed in law",

Gangster, wanted for liquor baron's
murder, killed in encounter at Delhi border

Agency New Delhi. counter-intelligence unit received a
A notorious gangster wanted in several  tip-off from the Haryana Police about
murder cases was killed in an
encounter with police near the Delhi-
Haryana border. Two personnel of the
Delhi Police Special Cell sustained
injuries during the
encounter that broke
out in the early hours
of Tuesday.
Romil Vohra was a
sharpshooter

Sanskrit gets Rs 2,532.59 cr for
language promotion, highest
among six classical languages:

RTI
Agency New Delhi.

A Right To Information (RTI) application has revealed
that the central government spent a major chunk of
funding to promote the Sanskrit language between
2014-2015 and 2024-25. As per the RTI data received
by Hindustan Times, the government has spent a total
of Rs 2532.59 cr for the promotion of Sanskrit, 17
more than the five other classical languages including
Telugu, Tamil. Kannada, Malyalam and Odia.

Every year on an average, Rs 230.24 were doled out for
Sanskrit promotion, while the other five languages
got a combined of Rs 13.41 cr.Tamil is the highest
funded classical language, but received less than 5 per
cent of the total funding given to Sanskrit language.
While Odia and Malyalam got 0.5 per centand 0.2 per
cent of Sanskrit’s total funding.

Sanskrit gets 22 times more funds than Tamil

Tamil got the status of classical language in 2004 and
got Rs 113.48 crore as part of Promotion of Indian
Languages (GPIL) scheme. The amount given to
Sanskrit in this case was 22 times more than allocated
to Tamil. Sanskrit was given the status of classical
language in 2005,

The RTI data also revealed that Hindi, Urdu and Sindhi
languages, though none of them is a classical
language, got less funding than the Sanskrit. As per
the data, Hindi, Urdu and Sindhi received a total
funding of Rs 1,317.96 crbetween 2014-15 and 2024-
25, which is 52 percent of the total funding Sanskrit
got through these years,

Funds for Hindi, Urdu and Sindhi

The report said that Hindi, Urdu and Sindhi
individually received Rs 426.99 cr, 837.94 and Rs
53.03 cr during the said period.

R

Bibi was earlier declared a foreigner by
an Assam Foreigners' Tribunal, a
judicial body tasked with identifying
illegal immigrants in the state. She then
approached the Gauhati High Court,
which upheld the tribunal's decision.

SUPREME COURT ON ROHINGYA
REFUGEES

The development comes weeks after
another bench of the top court took a

incident and were rushed to the
hospital.

the presence of Vohra near the Vohra had several criminal cases
interstate border. A joint team of Delhi
and Haryana police were swifly
dispatched to the border region.Vohra

registered against him. including
charges of murder and extortion. He
was named as the prime accused in the
murder of liquor
businessman Shantanu.
Shantanu, who ran a
liquor business spread
across 12 districts, was
shot dead by two bike-

. associated with the borne: fhen on ‘the pact. *“We will take the water that was flowing to
UAE doctor sends Rs 6 crore aid | ot v national  bighway i Pakisan to Rajasthan by consructng a canal
Noni Rana, gang Shahabad Pakistan will be starved of water that it has been

getting unjustifiably,” he said in an interview to
Times of India. Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry
described Shah’s stance on the water pact as a
“brazen disregard” for international agreements.

Bilawal also advocated dialogue and said that if the
two countries refuse to hold talk and there is no
coordination on terrorism, “violence will
intensify”.

Besides putting the IWT in abeyance and
suspending all trade with Pakistan, India
launched Operation Sindoor on May 7. targeting
terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan in response to
the Pahalgam terror attack.

to Air India crash victims

Agency New Delhi.

UAE-based healthcare entrepreneur and philanthropist
Dr Shamsheer Vayalil’s pledge of Rs 6 crore in financial
aid has begun to reach those affected due to the
devastating Air India Flight 171 crash in Ahmedabad.
The first distribution of this aid took place at BJ Medical
College in Ahmedabad.The atmosphere at BJ Medical
College was heavy with grief as students returned to
classes following the tragedy. However, the solemn
mood was briefly lifted during a private ceremony in the
Dean’s chamber where Vayalil's generous donation was
formally distributed.

“The dreams your loved ones had were shared dreams of
all of us who consider medical service as our life. Please
know that you are not alone. The entire medical
community stands with you,” Shamsheer wrote in a
personal letter.

Vohra was also involved in
a shooting incident in
Yamunanagar last year,
where he allegedly
gunned down four
individuals. A case under
the Arms Act was registered against
him.

Police believe his death would deal a
significant blow to the Kala
Rana-Noni Rana network operating
across northern India.

Vohra was wanted in
connection with
multiple criminal
cases, including the f=
June 14 murder of
liquor baron Shantanu
in Haryana's Yamunanagar
district. The police had been tracking
the gangster's movements since the
sensational killing.

ENCOUNTER BREAKSOUT

According to sources, Delhi Police's

Ghasing the catch, barefoot in the grind

Plastic sheets, fish guts and Styrofoam boxes clog open drain, kites and crows circle, stray dogs

[~— : : =

was spotted on Tuesday and as the
police tried to nab him, he opened fire
and attempted to flee. The police
returned fire in self-defence, killing
Vohra. Two sub-inspectors, Pravin and
Rohan, sustained injuries in the

tear at scraps amid thin rules and regulatmns.

years on, the plan is still stuck ir
tenders, and the only new structure is ¢
half built shed now sheltering
strays.Mohammed Salim, who head:s
an informal workers’ committee
fumes: “We carry Delhi’s fisk
economy, yet on paper we don’
exist.” New labour codes require
contractors to provide safety gear anc
insurance, but enforcement officers
rarely cross the slimy
threshold.Activists say fixes are

Traders see growth

“This market is1000 times better
than Jama Masjid,” says
wholesaler Riaz, whose turnover
tops Rs40lakha day

“We businessmen must take
responsibility for maintaining _
cleanliness. It's not just the
government’s duty; we should
allocate resources for cleaning and
train our workers accordingly,” he
says.Hazards are everywhere.

Agency New Delhi.

Start work at3am while the city still sleeps,
and the ice cuts my fingers till they bleed,
but I have mouths to feed,” says Imran,
hoisting a crate of mullet at Ghazipur Fish
Market. For twelve years the wiry labourer
from WestBengal has lived by the whistle
of refrigerated lorries and the smell of
offal.Each dawn he earns between Rs 500
and Rs 2,500 hauling fish from trucks to
auction tables. After paying for a shared
room and cheap food, he wires home about

This aid,

announced shortly after the crash, was

personally delivered by representatives of VPS Health
from Abu Dhabi to the families of the deceased and
injured.The families of the four deceased medical
students, Aryan Rajput, Manav Bhadu, Jayprakash

Choudhary, and Rakesh Gobarbhai Diyora, each
received Rs | crore. The families of six additional
deceased, including relatives of Dr. Pradip Solanki and
Dr. Nilkanth Suthar, each received Rs 25 lakh.The
gesture wasn’t limited to the families of the deceased.
Recognising the significant medical expenses faced by
the injured, Dr. Vayalil’s initiative also provided
financial support to fourteen seriously injured
individuals, each receiving 3.5 lakh. These individuals,
including both medical students and residents, suffered
injuries ranging from burns and fractures to internal
trauma requiring extended hospitalisation.

Rs 20,000 a month.”If [ stop, the children
stop eating,” he shrugs. Imran’s ordeal is
echoed by hundreds across the market.
Ghazipur, shifted from Jama Masjid in
2000, is now Delhi’s seafood artery. nearly
300 wholesalers and 1,500 labourers
handle 200 tonnes daily from the coast.

Restaurants would starve without them, yet
these men stand ankle deep in melt water
with no gloves, boots or medical cover.
When COVID 19 shut the gates in 2020,
Imran pawned his phone and hitch hiked
home, surviving on boiled leaves. Debt
soon dragged him back. It is a cycle that
traps the poorest in the dirtiest jobs.

Doctors at a nearby hospital treat
workers for foot fungus, infections
and slipped discs. None of the men carry
insurance. Long exposure to ice maims
spines before forty. Cash only trade hides
another cost. Rajesh, a customer from
Kaushambi, waves notes and mutters
about tax evasion. Vendors blame damp air
for failing card machines, but suspicion
lingers: an untaxed economy thrives while
revenue leaks away.

Waste is impossible to ignore

Plastic sheets, fish guts and Styrofoam
boxes clog the open drain beside the sheds.
Kites and crows circle; stray dogs tear at

scraps. During lockdown, when waste
vanished, vets recorded a spike in bird
deaths, proof that even wildlife is chained
to Ghazipur’s fortunes. A pair of
waterproofboots costs Rs 900.

Last year Ghazipur’s turnover topped Rs
1,200 crore. Regulation is thin. The
market committee employs four cleaners
for the entire fish section; their hoses clog
within hours.A single sign urging hygiene
has peeled to blank tin, In 2018 the Delhi
government announced a Rs 150 crore
upgrade with cold stores, mechanised
waste pits and a welfare centre. Seven

cheap, protective gear, a sewage plant

digital payment points, a clinic oper
after hours. The cost, they insist, is ¢
fraction of the cess collected every dawn
Imran’s shift begins with unloading, 4(
kgs baskets of ribbon fish, seer and prawns
hurled from the lorry to the slick concrete.

By5am the auction bell clangs and he darts
between traders, negotiating puddles tha
hide shards of'ice. Breakfast is a five rupec
tea and a dry bun. By noon, when the sheds
turn into ovens, the remaining fish is
boxed for evening retail; hoses flush the
floor, emptying straight into the oper
drain.
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Iran says 'no agreement’ as
of now on ceasefire with
Israel

TEHRAN (Iran). Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said on Tuesday that there was no ceasefire
agreement with Israel as of now, but if it stopped its
attacks then Tehran would also stop firing.

"As of now, there is NO 'agreement' on any ceasefire or
cessation of military operations," Araghchi posted
on social media, shortly after the US president
announced a deal would begin around 0400 GMT.

Araghchi added that if "the Israeli regime stops its
illegal aggression against the Iranian people no later
than 4 am Tehran time, we have no intention to
continue our response afterwards."

These Countries May Offer
The Safest Refuge If World
War 111 Erupts

world. The escalating conflict between Iran and Israel
has triggered widespread concerns about the
possibility of a global war, with many fearing the
onset of World War II1. Recent reports have confirmed
that the United States has carried out military strikes
on Iranian nuclear facilities, including deploying
30,000-pound bunker-buster bombs to target
underground sites over the weekend. These actions,
taken alongside Israel's ongoing air operations against
Tehran, have significantly heightened tensions in the
region and deepened global anxiety about the broader
implications.

Amid the growing instability, US President Donald
Trump has claimed that both Iran and Israel sought his
mediation for "peace", leading to his announcement
of a proposed ceasefire. Despite his efforts, however,
the situation remains volatile, with the fear of an
escalating global conflict hanging over international
relations.In a sharply critical response the current
situation, Russia's Ambassador to the United Nations,
Vassily Nebenzia, condemned the US military strikes
on Iran, accusing Washington of opening a "Pandora's
box" with potentially disastrous consequences for
global security.If the conflict escalates into a global
war, it's likely to involve allies worldwide. However,
some regions may remain less affected. The Metro has
identified countries that could serve as safe havens
due to their geopolitical positioning, military
neutrality, and stable conditions, offering refuge in a
World War III scenario.

Antarctica

Antarctica's extreme southern location makes it one of
the safest places during a nuclear war, with vast
distances from nuclear powers. Its 14 million square
kilometers offer plenty of space for refuge, though the
harsh, icy climate can be challenging for survival.

Iceland

Consistently ranked as one of the most peaceful
countries, Iceland has never participated in a full-
scale war. Its remote geographical location makes it
less susceptible to conventional warfare in Europe,
though nuclear fallout could reach it in small amounts.

New Zealand

With a neutral stance and ranking second in the Global
Peace Index, New Zealand offers protection through
its mountainous terrain. It is unlikely to be targeted in
a Western conflict with Russia, though it has
supported Ukraine financially.

US, [ran And A Night Of
Missiles And Fragile
Messages

world. In the Middle East's topsy-turvy night of June
23, missiles streaked toward American bases after
dusk, and a sweeping ceasefire was proclaimed
online before dawn. Just before 17:00 UTC, Iranian
Fateh-110 rockets targeted Al-Udeid Air Base in
Qatar and Al-Asad in western Iraq, both critical
nodes in the US regional military network. Ninety
minutes later, President Donald Trump announced on
social media that Israel and Iran had agreed to a
"complete and total ceasefire", to be phased in over
twenty-four hours. It seemed like escalation and de-
escalation had collapsed into a single real-time
event.The juxtaposition was more than just
disorienting - it was emblematic of a strategic
landscape spinning faster than the frameworks meant
to govern it. In under two weeks, five inflection
points reshaped the regional equation: Israel's cross-
border airstrikes inside Iran, Iran's retaliatory barrage
against Israeli cities, America's dramatic bunker-
buster strikes on Iranian nuclear and military targets,
Iran's retaliatory targeting of U.S. forces, and finally,
a ceasefire announcement that arrived amid trailing
missile contrails.For all its vagueness, President
Trump's "pause" has positives worth seizing:

By framing the stand-down as an American initiative
rather than an Iranian concession, the proposal
provides political cover for Tehran and permits the
Iranian leadership to accept it as a confidence-
building measure without appearing to capitulate
under pressure.

The time-bound window with the 24-hour phase-in, if
honoured, forces both Israel and Iran to stabilise
positions quickly and provides back-channel
opportunities to keep reinforcing messages of de-
escalation.It has allowed Russia and China to agree to
a US proposal to postpone a Security-Council
resolution that they intended to put to a vote so as to
"allow the cease-fire to take hold". The pause could
be used to fold a formal cease-fire into the resolution
or work on a new resolution that will include the new
ground realities and provide a multilateral
imprimatur to the arrangement.

On the other hand, the ceasefire script is fragile. A
sequenced silence may provide opportunities for
spoilers to disrupt the pause. Six hours of unilateral
Iranian restraint before Israel stands down and
twenty-four hours before the ceasefire comes into
play is long enough for rogue elements and false flag
temptations to come into play.US Forces Are Now
Direct TargetsDe-escalation with unprecedented
swiftness means all actors are required to recalibrate
their positions.The United States finds itself in a
complex position.
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"You Have 12 Hours": Israeli Agent
Threatens lranian General In Leaked Audio

The operative claimed to be
calling from the country that had
moments earlier assassinated
top IRGC figures, including
Hossein Salami, Mohammad

Bagher1, and Ali Shamkhani.

world. Israeli intelligence agents warned top
Iranian generals earlier this month that they
had "12 hours" to flee with their families or
get killed, according to an audio recording
obtained by The Washington Post. The
warnings were part of Operation Rising
Lion, which began on June 13 when Israel
struck Iranian nuclear and military targets.

"You have 12 hours to escape with your wife
and child. Otherwise, you're on our list
right now," an Israeli operative told a senior
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps

(IRGC) general in one of at least 20
phone calls made to Iranian officials.
"We're closer to you than your own neck
vein. Put this in your head. May God
protect you," the operative added.The
operative claimed to be calling from
the country that had moments earlier
assassinated top IRGC figures, =
including Hossein Salami,
Mohammad Bagheri, and Ali
Shamkhani. Iran's state media later
claimed that Shamkhani survived the

attack.

"Listen carefully. I'm calling from a
country that two hours ago sent
Bagheri, Salami, Shamkhani, one by
one, to hell," the operative said, as heard in
the video.

"Do you want to be one of them? Do you want
to be the next one on the list? Do you also
want to destroy your wife and child? No,
right?" the operative pressed. The general
reportedly responded, "So, what should I
do?"The agent instructed him to record a
video denouncing Iran's regime and send it

via Telegram. It remains unclear if the
video was made.Israel delivered the threats
in Persian, targeting mid and high-level
commanders with the aim of destabilising
Iran's leadership and deterring potential
successors from stepping up. The objective,
Israeli sources said, was to instil fear in
second and third-tier officials, making it
more difficult for Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to replace the

regime's fallen commanders.
Israeli operatives used not
only phone calls but also
notes delivered to homes
and messages sent through
spouses to warn targeted
individuals.The
psychological pressure
campaign ran side by side
with Israel's ongoing
military operations inside
Iran. Western officials say
sleeper teams, pre-
positioned weapons caches,
and covert assets inside Iran
were activated as part of
Rising Lion. The US joined the war days
later. A strike led by US President Donald
Trump targeted three of Iran's uranium
enrichment sites with B-2 bombers and
Tomahawk missiles.Iran launched a wave
of retaliatory attacks in Qatar. The Iranian
drones struck Al Udeid Air Base, home to
one of the largest US military presence in
the Middle East.

With missiles overhead, Tel Aviv
residents huddle underground

TEL AVIV. As night falls in Israel's
coastal city of Tel Aviv, hundreds make
the familiar descent into the depths of
the metro to escape the latest salvo of
Iranian missiles.For those with no safe
shelters near their homes, the city's
underground stations and car parks
have become vital refuges since the |
war began on June 13.Despite nightly
missile barrages, Israel's casualty toll g
has remained relatively low, with
authorities repeatedly stressing the
importance of taking cover in life-
saving protected spaces."The day
after the Israeli intervention in Iran

began, there was an explosion, a

bomb not far from my home, and the

entire shelter I was in shock," Muriel

Azria, 58, who works in tourism, told
AFP in a Tel Aviv metro station.She
arrives prepared every evening with
her suitcase and her dog, ready for a
night on her council-provided mttress
set up on the platform."From the
moment I enter the subway, which is
magnificent, I calm down," she said.
"It's not very comfortable, but at least
I'm not afraid, we hear much less
booming.""There are people, everyone

is generally very nice," she told
AFP.Israeli residents receive blaring
phone alerts via SMS to warn them of
incoming Iranian missiles, often in the
early hours of the morning. These are

often followed by the wail of overhead
air raid sirens.Among the haphazardly
placed mattresses on the platforms of
the metro stations, some people clutch
phones while others play cards, do
crosswords or chat to pass the time
underground.For 86-year-old retiree
Yudit Kamara, who does not have a
shelter athome, the daily journey to the
underground station has become an
ordeal."It's too much, I don't have the
strength anymore to go through this.

It's really difficult," she told AFP.

"All these children here, all this mess,

and it's really cold and not so
comfortable. But what other choice do
we have? Where will we go?" she
asked, stifling a sob.More than 60
percent of Israelis do not have a
safe shelter at home, according to
the NGO Latet, which distributes
emergency kits, food parcels and
children's games to the most
vulnerable families.Need to be
strong"I'm very nervous but I
need to be strong for my child,"
said 48-year-old Erlenn Solomon,
who has slept every night in an
underground station since the start
of the conflict.

Asamom, youneed to be strong."Israel's

economic hub Tel Aviv has been
particularly targeted by Iran's missiles
since the start of the conflict on June
13.The full extent of the damage from
Iran's attacks on Israel is not known
due to military censorship rules, but at
least 50 impacts have been
acknowledged nationwide and 24
people have died, according to official
figures.

Tesla Robotaxi A Menace On Road?
Caught Speeding, Driving In

world.US auto safety regulators are
looking into incidents where Tesla
Inc.'s self-driving robotaxis appeared
to violate traffic laws during the
company's first day offering paid rides
in Austin.The US National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration is
aware of the incidents that were
captured in videos posted on social
media and is gathering additional
information from the company, the g
agency said in a statement to
Bloomberg. NHTSA officials
regularly interact with automakers on
safety matters, and it's common for
those discussions to stop short of a
formal investigation. "Following an
assessment of those reports and other
relevant information, NHTSA will
take any necessary actions to protect
road safety," the agency said on
Monday. Tesla's shares fell as much as
1.% in postmarket trading after

Bloomberg reported NHTSA's
discussions with the company.The
stock was little changed at 5:33 p.m. in
New York. In one video taken by
investor Rob Maurer, who used to host

a Tesla podcast, a Model Y he's riding
in enters an Austin intersection in a
left-turn-only lane. The Tesla hesitates
to make the turn, swerves right and
proceeds into an unoccupied lane
meant for traffic moving in the
opposite direction.A honking horn can

Wrong Lane

be heard as the Tesla re-enters the
correct lane over a double-yellow line,
which drivers aren't supposed to cross.

In two other posts on X, initial riders in

driverless Model Y shared footage of
Teslas speeding. A vehicle
carrying Sawyer Merritt, a Tesla
investor, reached 35 miles per
hour shortly after passing a 30
miles per hour speed limit sign, a
video he posted shows.In a
separate live stream from
Herbert Ong, a YouTuber with
more than 123,000 subscribers,
he commented that the vehicle
was going faster than the posted
limit of 35 miles per hour."It's going at
39 right now, which is perfect, right,
because I don't want to drive at 35, and
it's driving at the same flow of traffic,"
Ong said. "If everyone else is driving
at this speed, you want to be at the
same speed."

administration effort to block

WASHINGTON. A federal judge on Monday blocked

Harvard sued the Department of Homeland Security in

The university called itillegal retaliation for rejecting the

Judge halts another Trump

foreign students from
attending Harvard

another effort by the Trump administration to keep
international students from attending Harvard
University, granting a second preliminary injunction in
the case.The order from U.S. District Judge Allison
Burroughs in Boston preserves the ability of foreign
students to travel to the U.S. for study at Harvard while
the case is decided.President Donald Trump has sought
to cut off Harvard’s enrollment of foreign students as
part of a pressure campaign seeking changes to
governance and policies at the Ivy League school.
Administration officials also have cut more than $2.6
billion in research grants, ended federal contracts and
threatened to revoke the tax-exempt status for the
school Trump has derided as a hotbed of liberalism.

May after the agency withdrew the school’s
certification to host foreign students and issue
paperwork for their visas. The action would have
forced Harvard’s roughly 7,000 foreign students to
transfer or risk being in the U.S. illegally.

White House’s demands to overhaul Harvard policies
around campus protests, admissions, hiring and other
issues. Burroughs temporarily had halted the action

hours after Harvard sued and then granted the first
injunction Friday.The second injunction came in
response to another move from Trump, who cited a
different legal justification when he issued a June 4
proclamation blocking foreign students from entering
the U.S. to attend Harvard. Harvard challenged the
move, and Burroughs again had issued a temporary
restraining order.Trump has been warring with
Harvard for months after it rejected a series of
government demands meant to address conservative
complaints that the school has become too liberal and
tolerated anti-Jewish harassment.On Friday, he said in
a post on Truth Social that the administration has been
working with Harvard to address “their largescale
improprieties” and that a deal with Harvard could be
announced within the next week. “They have acted
extremely appropriately during these negotiations, and
appear to be committed to doing what is right,”
Trump’s post said.

Trump holds out Israel-lIran ceasefire deal as
validation for his gamble of US airstrikes

WASHINGTON. US President Donald
Trump on Monday said the “12 day war”
between Israel and Iran was set to end in a
ceasefire, holding out the expected deal as
validation for his strategic gamble of
ordering airstrikes on Iranian nuclear sites.

“It has been fully agreed by and between
Israel and Iran that there will be a Complete
and Total CEASEFIRE,” Trump posted on
social media.Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said Iran would stop its attacks if
Israel would. It’s unclear what role
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s leader,
played in the talks. He had said on social
media earlier Monday that Iran would not
surrender.Israel has not publicly confirmed
that it has agreed to end hostilities."As of
now, there is NO ‘agreement’ on any
ceasefire or cessation of military
operations,” Araghchi posted on
X.“However, provided that the Israeli
regime stops its illegal aggression against
the Iranian people no later than 4 am Tehran
time, we have no intention to continue our

response afterwards.”A ceasefire, if it
culminates as Trump laid out, would be
welcome news for the region and the world.
But the situation in the Middle East remains
far from stable and it's unclear how longer-
term dynamics might be affected. The
Israeli and US bombing of Iran certainly
has slowed Iran’s ability to enrich nuclear
material but it might also have steeled
Tehran’s resolve to breakout toward a
bomb.Trump's announcement comes as he
prepared to depart on Tuesday for the
NATO summit in the Netherlands, where
he will likely make the case that his mix of
aggression and diplomacy has
succeeded.Never shy to suggest he
deserves the Nobel Peace Price, Trump
went so far as to give the conflict between
Israel and Iran the name of the “12 day
war,” a title that seemed to reference the
1967 “Six Day War” in which Israel fought
a group of Arab countries including Egypt,
Jordan and Syria.Later, Trump in another
social media posting said that “Israel & Iran

came to me, almost simultaneously, and
said, ‘PEACE!""*“They have so much to
gain, and yet, so much to lose if they stray
from the road of RIGHTEOUSNESS &
TRUTH,” Trump added. "The future for
Israel & Iran is UNLIMITED, & filled with
great PROMISE. GOD BLESS YOU
BOTH!"As Trump described it, the
ceasefire would start with Iran and then be
joined by Israel 12 hours later, with the
president writing that the respective sides
would “remain PEACEFUL and

RESPECTFUL.”The phased-in
ceasefire was set to begin Tuesday
morning in Israel and Iran and culminate
within 24 hours. But Iran launched
another attack on Israel after 4 am local
time in Tehran, the time Iran's foreign
minister said Iran would cease its attacks
if Israel ended their airstrikes.*This is a
War that could have gone on for years,
and destroyed the entire Middle East,
but it didn’t, and never will!” Trump
said.The White House reposted Trump’s
announcement with a photo of the president
holding a red hat that said “Trump was right
about everything” in all capital letters.A
senior White House official said Trump
communicated directly with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to secure the
ceasefire. The official, who insisted on
anonymity to discuss the Monday talks,
said Vice President JD Vance, Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and special envoy Steve
Witkoff. communicated with the Iranians
through direct and indirect channels.
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We will go for win, that's
the clear message in
change room: Tongue

LEEDS. England fast bowler Josh Tongue
said they will go all out for a victory against
India on the fifth and final day of the first
Test here on Tuesday.England ended day
four at 21 without loss, needing 350 more
runs to clinch the match and take a 1-0 lead
in the five-match series.

If successful, it would mark England's second-
highest successful run chase in Test cricket
and the second-best at this venue.

"No. Just go for the win. That's the clear
message in the changing room," said Tongue
when asked about England's approach in the
final innings."Hopefully we're not in that
situation (draw) anyway. We'll try and be as
positive as we can in that first session, then
see where we are at lunch - then we'll take
things from there."Tongue said the current
England batting line up has the belief of
chasing down any target against any side.

"With our batting line-up I feel we can chase
down anything. Their bowlers are going to
bowl well in periods, but it's about soaking
up that pressure and putting it back on the
bowlers. I don't see why we can't chase it,"
he said."Obviously we're really confident. If
you look at our batting line-up it's very
strong. We play a positive brand of cricket."

Playing only his fourth Test, Tongue (3/72)
took three wickets in four deliveries to help
England dismiss India for 364 in their
second innings.Tongue, is nicknamed 'The
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Mop' by his England and Nottinghamshire
teammate Ben Duckett for running through
the opposition's lower order.And on
Monday he did the same dismissing India's
numbers eight, nine and 10 in the same over.

"I've done it twice now, so I might have to start
calling myself that," Tongue said of his
nickname."Obviously that's part of the
game. I'm happy to contribute to the team by
getting those wickets," he added.

Emma Raducanu praises
Wimbledon after stalker
blocked from buying tickets

New Delhi. Emma Raducanu has expressed
her gratitude to Wimbledon organisers for
blocking her stalker from purchasing tickets
to this year's Championships, calling the
move a reassurance of her safety as a
professional athlete.The British tennis star
had been subjected to a frightening ordeal
carlier this year, after a man followed her
across multiple tournaments and attempted to
approach her in person. He was later handed a
restraining order by Dubai police but
continued to pose a threat, attempting to
secure tickets to Wimbledon despite the legal
restrictions.Thanks to enhanced security
measures at the All England Club, his name
was flagged during a routine check of public
ballot applicants, and his attempt to buy
tickets was blocked."Wimbledon and
everyone did an amazing job," Raducanu told
the BBC. "I got a notification, the police
contacted me and told me everything was
OK."The 22-year-old, who had encountered
the man at events in Singapore, Abu Dhabi

and Doha, recalled breaking down in tears
after spotting him during a match at the Dubai
Championships in February. His persistent
presence deeply unsettled her, leading to
heightened concerns about her safety on and
off the court."l know that I'm not the first
athlete to go through this, and I probably
won't be the last - not just as an athlete, but
females in general," she said.Raducanu, who
rose to global prominence with her stunning
2021 US Open triumph, said she now travels
with significantly more protection, especially
at major tournaments like Wimbledon.

"I have a lot more protection around me -
especially the ones here in the UK, where it's
busy and there's more spectators around. I
feel a difference, and that reassures me and
makes me feel more comfortable," she
added.The British No.3 also praised
compatriot Katie Boulter for opening up
about her own experiences of online abuse,
highlighting the emotional toll of toxic
messages on athletes.

ENG vs IND: Sunil Gavaskar reveals he wanted to
do backstand after Rishabh Pant's hundred

«Pant scored centuries in
both innings against England

«He mimicked Dele Alli's
celebration after second
century

«Gavaskar admitted he
wanted to do a backstand

New Delhi. Former India captain Sunil
Gavaskar has never shied away from
expressing his admiration for Rishabh Pant,
and on Day 4 of the first Test between India
and England, the legendary opener was once
again full of praise for the flamboyant
wicketkeeper-batter. After Pant completed
his second century of the match, Gavaskar
made a light-hearted yet heartfelt revelation
on air - that he had been tempted to mark the
moment with a backstand of his own.Pant
became the first Indian wicketkeeper to

ENG vs IND:

Leeds Test: India and England
struggled with multiple
dropped catches in the Leeds
Test match. Former England
captain Alastair Cook explained
why both teams were dropping
chances at slips.

Leeds. I did not want to create a scene," said
Jasprit Bumrah at the end of Day 3's play in
the Ist Test match between India and
England. India had dropped three catches
off Bumrah's bowling, which frustrated the
bowler, but as per his own admission, he did
not want to create a scene as no one wanted
to drop catches purposefully.India's issues
with catching did not stop there as they
spilled three more chances in the field,
taking the tally to 6 in total. The dropped
chances gave Harry Brook valuable life,
which he used to score 99 runs in England's
first innings, helping the hosts to wipe off
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score centuries in both innings of a Test
match, celebrating his second hundred in
unique fashion, mimicking a gesture made
famous by English footballer Dele Alli - a
change from his usual somersault
celebration. Watching from the Sony Sports
studio, Gavaskar was seen gesturing
animatedly towards the stands, asking Pant
to bring out his now-iconic front flip

celebration - the same one he had performed
after his first-innings century. Gavaskar,
however, was equally prepared to celebrate
in his own way."You know what, I've got to
confess that after that I came here and I, and |
tried not to do the backflip, no chance of, at
my age, but [ used to do the backstand and I
was looking to do the backstand," Gavaskar
said during the post-match analysisSo if I

Why are so many catches
being dropped at Headingley

India's first innings score.

The issue of butterfingers was not limited to

just the visitors, as England dropped four
chances in the field during India's second
innings. KL Rahul and Rishabh Pant were
dropped just before reaching their respective
centuries, momentarily sinking their morale
on Day 4 of the match.

WHY ARE SO MANY CATCHES BEING

DROPPED IN LEEDS?The majority of the
chances were dropped in the slip cordon,
with Yashasvi Jaiswal being the biggest
culprit of them all. On social media
platforms, Jaiswal was berated left, right and
centre, as people forgot his usual brilliance
at short leg in the recent past.But why did the
fielders drop so many catches from both
sides? Former England captain Alastair

.

Cook had an excellent explanation for
it at the end of Day 4. Speaking on
BBC's Test Match Special, Cook said
that there could be two factors
contributing to the dropped catches at
Leeds, and both issues were Leeds-
specific problems.Cook broke down
the two issues, starting with the slope
at Leeds. The former opener said that
while he was unsure about this one, for
young cricketers who have not played
in England a lot, the slope could be a big
factor making it difficult to concentrate."So
we've heard from a number of interviews at
the end of the play, that this is a hard-
catching ground. Ollie Pope mentioned it
and five catches have gone down in the slip
cordon.We're standing here, you can see the
marks actually where the players make, so
they're standing in the right place exactly
where they are. And I think it's probably two
possible reasons why," Alastair Cook said.

"The first I'm not so sure about is actually the

slope, where the players aren't used to the
slope. The square behind just there is quite a
long way above where we are, so whether
that makes an impact on where you're
catchingit," he added.

Neeraj Chopra enters Ostrava Golden Spike
as favourite ahead of homecoming

New Delhi After securing his first win of the
season with a fantastic performance at the
Paris Diamond League, Neeraj Chopra now
shifts his focus to the Ostrava Golden Spike
2025 - a World Athletics Continental Tour
(Gold level) meeting - scheduled for
Tuesday, June 24. With the 90m barrier
finally breached and a title already in his
bag, this will be Neeraj's final competition
before he returns home to Bengaluru for the
inaugural Neeraj Chopra Classic on July
5.This will be Neeraj's first appearance at
the Golden Spike event, having missed out
in recent years due to injury. But this time,
the 27-year-old arrives with momentum on
his side, enjoying a strong run of form under
the guidance of Jan Zelezny. It will be his
fifth outing of the season, following
impressive performances at the Diamond
League meets in Doha and Paris.By his own

admission, Neeraj's primary goal this
season is the World Championships in
Tokyo, where he will enter as the defending
champion. However, a strong showing in
Ostrava would serve as ideal preparation for
the championship in Japan later this year,
while also underlining the progress he has
made under Zelezny's mentorship."l am

really happy to work with such a great
athlete and coach. I've already thrown 90m
this year after a little bit more improvement
in technique. So, let's see when it comes
next time, but I am ready," said
Neeraj."Recently we've done a good
training in Nymburk so I'll do my best here
in Ostrava."

"Main goal for the season is obviously, the
World Championships in Tokyo."

Neeraj was a guest at the event last year and
now has the chance to impress everyone
with his skills."When I was kid, I watched

a lot of videos and photos of athletes like
Usain Bolt competing here (at Ostrava
Golden Spike). I came last year, but I didn't
compete because of injury. Now I feel good,
but I don't want to put any pressure on
myself for 90m. But I'll try really hard,"
Neeraj said.

could do it successfully then, then I
would have shown it here, but [ wasn't
able to," he added with a smile.

With his second hundred in the match,
he etched his name into the record
books, becoming just the second
wicketkeeper in Test history to score
centuries in both innings of a match,
and the first Indian to achieve the feat.

ENG vs IND Ist Test Day 4 Highlights

Gavaskar, beaming with pride, said
Pant's return to form and fitness was
deeply emotional, especially
considering his harrowing road back
after a serious car accident in late
2022."Very, very happy. I mean,
anytime an Indian does well, you feel
very happy because you know the
passion for cricket in India, how just
about every, in every family, I'm sure
there is at least one person who—it might not
be everybody - at least one person who
follows the game," Gavaskar said.

"And therefore to make that family happy, if
you can do well, if India does well, then
naturally it is, it's a great feeling. And so to
see this young kid, come back, I mean, look
what had happened to him with all those,
with that crash," he added.

Pant, Rahul tons power India
before England fight back at
Headingley

LEEDS. Generational talent Rishabh Pant
overcame a moment of self-reproach to etch
his name in cricketing history, becoming only
the second wicketkeeper to score centuries in
both innings of a Test match. His 118 off 140
balls, combined with KL Rahul’s composed
hundred, helped India set England a
challenging 371-run target in the series opener
at Headingley on Monday.

Pant, ever the audacious stroke-maker, formed a
commanding 195-run partnership with Rahul
for the fourth wicket, propelling India to 364 in
their second innings before a late collapse
handed the momentum back to England. At
stumps, the hosts had reached 21 without loss,
with openers Ben Duckett (9*) and Zak
Crawley (12*) reducing the target to 350.

India’s innings, marked by brilliance and frailty,
unravelled in the final session after the
dismissals of Rahul and Pant. The latter’s
century was reached in typical flair, with The
Beatles’ Hey Jude playing softly in the
background as he pushed a single to reach his
milestone — becoming the first Indian
wicketkeeper to score two hundreds in a Test in

England, and only the second globally after
Zimbabwe’s Andy Flower.Pant had earlier
attempted a reckless shot, prompting an
audible moment of frustration picked up by the
stump mic: “If you want to hit, do it with a
straight bat next ball. Why are you trying to
score forcefully?” His self-admonishment
preceded a more disciplined, yet still attacking,
knock as he switched gears post-lunch to take
the game to the bowlers.He was eventually
dismissed attempting a big shot off Shoaib
Bashir, finding Zak Crawley at long-on. Until
then, Pant had tormented England’s bowlers
with an array of aggressive strokes, mixing
finesse with brute force.Rahul, meanwhile,
delivered a masterclass in restraint and timing,
anchoring India’s innings with his calm
presence. He reached his hundred with quiet
authority, after earlier surviving a tough
chance at gully when Harry Brook put down a
quick offering off Josh Tongue.India began the
day with a 96-run lead, but suffered an early
blow as captain Shubman Gill chopped.

Expected stubbornness but Jay Shah is honest and
proper: Ganguly on tenure as BCCl President

Asked about their power dynamics,
Ganguly said he and Jay Shah,
despite their backgrounds, shared a
cordial relationship that continues to

this day.

NEW DELHI. Reflecting on his eventful
tenure as BCCI President, Sourav Ganguly
has revealed that he expected a "certain kind
of toughness and stubbornness" from the
then Board secretary and current ICC
chairman Jay Shah but was left impressed
with his "honesty" and resolve to do things
"properly".Ganguly and Shah were
colleagues at the world's richest cricket
board from October 2019 to September
2022, navigating a tumultuous phase caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic, which brought
sporting activity to a grinding halt for few
months."He (Jay) had his own way of doing

things but the best thing about him was he
wanted to do things properly for Indian
cricket," Ganguly told PTI in an exclusive
interview at his residence in Kolkata."See, he
had the power, the support, so you expected
certain kind of toughness, stubbornness from
him but he would do things for Indian
cricket," the iconic former captain explained,
referring to Shah's status of being the son of
Home Minister Amit Shah.It was the first
time that both Ganguly and Shah held BCCI
positions.

Before that, Ganguly had headed the Cricket

Association of Bengal, while Shah was an
office-bearer in the Gujarat Cricket
Association. While Ganguly was replaced by
another former Test player Roger Binny in
2022, Shah continued as BCCI secretary till
November 2024 before taking over as the
youngest ever ICC chairman at 36 years of
age.Asked about how the power dynamics
and relationship was between the scion of a
political family and a celebrated cricket star,
Ganguly said they shared a cordial equation

which has continued to this date.

"Relationship was very good. It's still very
good. When he came in September 2019. He
was a young boy, straight from Gujarat CA,
very cooperative, approachable," he
recalled."Obviously, he had opinions and
rightfully so, he wanted to do things and still
does, he is the ICC chairman and it is a bigger
post."Ganguly believes that with time, Shah
became better at his job.

"He is very supportive of players. He got better
as he learnt. The good thing about him was he

wanted to do good for the game," the
soon-to-be-53 superstar said.The
Kolkata-based legend said Shah was
acutely aware of his status and always
wanted to carry out his work in a
principled manner.

"He is very honest, he always had the
thought (about) who he was at the back of
his mind, what baggage he carried. So, he
wanted to do things rightfully and
properly all the time. All of us made
mistakes, I did, he did. It was never
intentional but the game never stopped,”
Ganguly added.

The former captain said they do bump into
each other occasionally.

"He has progressed; he is the ICC Chairman
now. You see him at times because you live in
different cities. I am not involved in
administration, I wish him the best. I saw him
in England this time for a little bit. I meet him
in ICC meetings because [ am the chair of the
(ICC cricket) committee and he wants the
game to grow and go forward."
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Looks Fierce In A Red ,.
Jumpsuit With Bold Lipstick

Metro In Dino. This multi-starrer is set to release next month. Ahead of the

release of the movie, she attended a promotional event for the film with the rest
of the cast. Sara Ali Khan’s look for the event caught everyone’s attention as she
looked fierce in ared jumpsuit.

Sara Ali Khan looked radiant in a red, pinstripe jumpsuit paired with a matching red
and white watch. She wore a striking, red lipstick and used dainty jewellery to
accessorise her look. She wore strappy heels to complete her look. The actress :
opted for subtle makeup besides the lipstick, and rocked some power poses as she
posed for the paps. The fitted silhouette added a flirty touch to the overall look.
Have alook here:

Meanwhile, Metro In Dino carries forward the legacy of the interconnected stories in
Life In A Metro, which was released in 2007. It is set to explore the complexities of
modern-day relationships in the fast-paced world. The film is slated for release on
July 4. The romantic drama draws its title from the popular song In Dino from the
previous film. It is written and directed by Anurag Basu. In his signature
storytelling style, the filmmaker has weaved together four different stories of love,
heartbreak and human connection in the upcoming flick.

Metro In Dino is produced by T-Series Films and Anurag Basu Productions. The
film’s dialogue is written by Samrat Chakraborty. The film, shot across Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata and Lucknow, has been generating enough buzz online for its
emotionally rich, layered narratives. Set to release on July 4, Metro In Dino also
stars Aditya Roy Kapur, Pankaj Tripathi, Konkona Sen Sharma, Anupam Kher,
Neena Gupta, Fatima Sana Shaikh, and Ali Fazal. Metro In Dino is poised to be

heartfelt slice-of-life drama with multiple storylines interwoven through a city’s J
emotional chaos. >

-

Rashmika
Mandanna's

Appreciation Post For Kuberaa Co-Star
Dhanush; ‘Gem Of A Person’

ashmika Mandanna is all praise for her day (only know this cz every time we talk we are
Kuberaa co-star Dhanush. A day after the  in different cities, doing different things and
film’s success meet, the actress shared an

talking about how important rest is but how we
unseen picture from the event, and penned a

S ara Ali Khan is currently gearing up for the release of her upcoming movie,

are never actually able to do anything about it)
lovely ‘appreciation note’ for him. She and for giving us this kind of performance not

only in Kuberaa, but in everything that you do..

it’s nothing short of incredible.”
She further added, “You’ve been so incredibly
kind, not only to me but
everyone who I've seen you
interact with.. and that I'll
remember forever  the
number of laddoos you’ve
given me on set.. the way
you’d help me with my Tamil
lines everyday.. when you
liked the way I'd do a scene
and you’d say.. ‘that was
nice..” These might all be small things but they
really stay with you.. (@dhanushkraja sir.. | wish
you the bestest for everything in the future and
last but not the least.. Yaaaay! We did
it!"Dhanush was deeply moved by Rashmika’s
post for him, and he commented, “Such a
beautiful post. Thank you for being your
incredible self. Keep your amazing positive
energy going. More power to you."

mentioned that despite working on an entire film
together, they have only one selfie to show for it.
She then went on to heap praise on him, calling
him a ‘gem of a person’ who
works extremely hard. She
hailed his kindness and also
recalled him giving her
‘laddoos’ on set, and also
thanked him for helping her
with her Tamil lines every
day on set.On Monday,
Rashmika Mandanna took to
her Instagram to share a
picture with Dhanush from Kuberaa success
meet. The selfie, clicked by the actress, shows
them smiling happily for the picture. In her
caption, she wrote, “@dhanushkraja sir,This is
literally the only picture I have with you despite
of doing an entire film with you.. This is a
random appreciation post for you. You’ve been
an absolute gem of a person.. Thankyou so much
for working so incredibly hard each and every

Anushka Sharma Is The 'Primary
Caregiver' For Kids As Virat Kohli
'Plays Round The Year’

Amlshka Sharma married Virat Kohli and

slowly started stepping away from the

limelight when she became pregnant
with her first child, Vamika Kohli. It has been
a while since we have seen Anushka Sharma
in a film, and ever since the birth of her son
Akaay Kohli, the actress has also reduced her
public appearances. In an interview with
Vogue after Vamika's birth, Anushka said that
she is the primary caregiver for her child. She
mentioned that Virat Kohli has to play cricket
throughout the year, but she can choose how
many films she wants to do and when she
wants to do them. She emphasised that she
will focus primarily on her kids, especially
during the early years of their lives.Reflecting
on how she and Virat split duties, Anushka
said, “We don’t see it as mum and dad duties,
but as a family unit. For us, it’s important that
our child be raised with a very balanced
outlook. It is all about shared duties. I will be
the primary caregiver, especially in the first
few years, and that’s the reality... I am self-
employed, and I can decide when [ am
working, if | do one or two films a year. In
Virat’s case, he plays round the year. What
becomes important is the time we spend
togetheras a family.”

The actress added, “Times have changed. It’s
important for children to look at their
parents—they learn from you. And there is a
sense of normalcy that both of us work. Of
course, one will have to manage things
differently and more efficiently to work...
Conditioning is the most important role in
how we see the world. I come from a
progressive background, so that will always
be a part of our home. Love is the underlying
factor in our home, and what’s important to us
is that our child be respectful of people. You
have to create that value structure. We don’t
want to raise brats."

Priyanka Chopra Channels
Boss Lady Energy With
John Cena, Idris Elba For

Heads of State

=TE

—

riyanka Chopra is serving serious boss

lady energy as she kicks off promotions

for her upcoming action-comedy Heads
of State. The global icon recently took to
Instagram to share a series of stylish photos
from her day out in New York City with co-
stars John Cena and Idris Elba. The trio is
currently promoting the film ahead of its
release on Prime Video on July 2.

In the photos, Priyanka Chopra looks striking
in a sharp black shirt paired with matching
boot-cut trousers. Her look exudes
confidence, glamour and elegance, traits fans
have long associated with the actor. Seated
between Idris Elba, who sported a relaxed
ivory T-shirt with brown jeans, and John
Cena, who rocked a blue-striped formal suit,
Priyanka effortlessly took center stage.

She captioned the post, “The scene is sharp.
The mood electric. And we’'re not here by
accident.

" Fans flooded the comments section, praising
her look and charisma. Comments like
“Lovvvveeeee this look of yours,"
“Bollywood and Hollywood royalty," and
“Looking very sharp indeed, Priyanka!"
filled the post, with many fans calling her a
“boss lady" and even “Ms James Bond with
Bond boys.”

Heads of State is directed by Ilya Naishuller,
known for his adrenaline-pumping direction
in Nobody. The film brings together an
action-packed trio: Priyanka as MI6 agent
Noel Bisset, Idris Elba as UK Prime Minister
Sam Clarke, and John Cena as US President
Will Derringer. The unlikely trio must work
together to stop a dangerous global
conspiracy.

The trailer teases high-octane sequences and
witty banter, with Priyanka in full action
mode as she leads the charge. The cast also
includes Paddy Considine, Stephen Root,
Carla Gugino, Jack Quaid, and Sarah Niles.

Produced by Amazon MGM Studios, Heads of
State promises a fast-paced blend of action
and comedy, with international stakes and
star-studded performances. The film will be
available for streaming on Prime Video
starting July 2.
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