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Three lessons for today
from Emergency 1975

Come June 25, India will be observing the 50th
anniversary of a murderous attack on its
democracy. Announcing the cabinet decision last
July, Home Minister Amit Shah had said that, as a
reminder of how Indira Gandhi had thrown lakhs
of people behind bars for no fault of their own and
the way media’s voice was muzzled, the
government had decided to observe every June 25
as ‘Samvidhaan Hatya Diwas’. He further stated,
“This day will commemorate the massive
contributions of all those who endured the
inhuman pains ofthe 1975 Emergency.”

On March 21, 1977, India Gandhi decided to
withdraw the Emergency after the results of that
year’s Lok Sabha elections were announced.
While the electoral verdict was the last nail on the
coffin, many other factors hugely contributed to
compel Mrs Gandhi to backtrack. One of them
was the satyagraha movement started mainly by
the RSS and Sangh-inspired organisations.

The RSS’s role in mobilising the satyagraha
movement was appreciated by many, including by
some who were dichard opponents of RSS
ideology. Achyutrao Patwardhan, a noted socialist
leader, is on record saying, “I am pleased to learn
that the volunteers of the RSS, as well as any other
group of political resistance, were willing to
openly collaborate and support those who
opposed Emergency and are able to work with
enthusiasm and integrity, against the diabolical
regime that resorts to blatant repression and lies.”

Deeply impressed by the satyagrahis’ valour in
leading the movement in the face of police
atrocities and brutality, CPI(M) leader A K
Gopalan observed, “There must be some high
ideal giving them indomitable courage for such a
heroic act and sacrifice.” (June 9, 1979, Indian
Express).The history of the Emergency,
conducted in a draconian manner that independent
India has never witnessed, has three key lessons
that all Indians must learn. Firstly, the dynasty-
driven political parties pose a serious threat to
democracy. Remember, most dynastic parties
emerged on the political horizon of India around
the 1970s. It was in that decade that many
dynasties tightened their stranglehold on
otherwise ideology-driven parties and converted
them into family businesses.There is reason to
believe that Indira Gandhi’s brand of politics
inspired them. By the late 1960s, Indira Gandhi
realised that she was almost totally isolated in her
party. Deeply disturbed by this, instead of re-
building bridges, she chose to create her own
party, only to realise that she could completely
rely only on her close family
members—especially her younger son Sanjay
Gandhi. In the mid-1970s, with the opposition
parties coming together and sharpening their
attack, media roundly criticising her and anti-
corruption youth movements in Gujarat and Bihar
gaining momentum, a sense of insecurity
overwhelmed Indira Gandhi’s mind. Alone at the

50 years after Emergency, our democracy still fragile

The most important question for us today is — what have we learnt, what can we learn from the experience of the Emergency

REMEMBERING is somewhat easy, not forgetting much

more difficult. Remembering involves recalling. In the
case of the Emergency that was declared on June 25,
1975, just 50 years back, one can resurrect much of what
happened in the following 21 months in considerable
detail. The events are well chronicled and, above all,
etched in the memory of those who lived through that
period. The more challenging task is ‘not forgetting’, for
it entails learning from that experience so that we are not
“condemned to repeat” the same mistakes.

Hence, the most important question for us today is — what

have we learnt, and even more importantly, what can we
learn from the experience of the Emergency?

Looking back at those tumultuous months, perhaps the

most important lesson for us is that there is a distinction
between the letter of the law and the spirit of the law, and
itis the latter that can nurture democratic life.

In 1975, the Allahabad High Court set aside Prime Minister

Indira Gandhi’s Lok Sabha election victory on the
grounds of electoral malpractices. Although the Supreme
Court stayed that verdict, the opposition within the House
and outside asked for her resignation on moral grounds.
They questioned her moral legitimacy to rule and govern,
invoking as it were, an appeal to the conscience (and not
merely to the letter of the law) to do the right thing.

Mrs Gandhi prioritised political judgement over the moral

one and we know the consequence of that decision. In the
hustle and bustle of electoral competitive politics, the
moral frequently loses out to the practical-political, and
every time that happens democracy takes a step back.
How can we bring the ‘moral’ back into political life?The
Emergency has left us with this difficult question, and
even today we are no closer to answering it. However,
what that period in our history has shown is that
democracy stays on track when governments take note of
the concerns raised by the Opposition. When they
dismiss them, as Mrs Gandhi did then, democracy is at
risk.Our Constitution has provisions for declaring state
and national emergency along with clauses for
‘preventive detention’. In fact, in 1975, the Emergency
was declared under the existing constitutional
provisions. The suspension of civil liberties and political
rights, mass arrests of Opposition leaders, journalists and
other dissenting voices under MISA (Maintenance of
Internal Security Act) that allowed indefinite preventive
detention, search and seizure without warrant, muzzling
of the freedom of the press, postponement of elections to
central and state legislative bodies, and with it, the
concentration of power in the hands of the central
executive, was made possible by the invocation of Article
352.This, more than anything else, has made us aware
that our democracy is fragile and our rights vulnerable.

We cannot take either for granted. In 1975, even the
Supreme Court ruled that writ petitions challenging the
legality of detention could not be considered by the court
during the period of the Emergency. Hence, without
continuous vigilance by citizens and all institutions, we
may always remain vulnerable.A few lessons have been
learnt. In 1978, the 44th Amendment of the Constitution
stipulated that Articles 20 and 21 (dealing with personal
liberty) could not be suspended even during a declared
Emergency. Since then, the Supreme Court has also made
some course correction. Reflecting on its own (in)action
during the Emergency, it has extended and strengthened
the right to liberty. In 2017, a Constitutional Bench ruled
that the right to life and liberty is inalienable and its
limitation must be in accordance with a procedure that is
fair, just and reasonable.All these important changes in
the institutional framework are a product of ‘not
forgetting’ the Emergency. However, much more still
needs to be done. When legal scholars note that the rules
for granting bail remain flexible, open to considerable
interpretation, at times presuming guilt rather than
innocence, then the task of protecting the citizen’s
democratic rights remains unfinished and warrants
urgent attention.No democracy is perfect. Each has its
own weaknesses. In parliamentary democracies,
elections often give one party the majority of the seats,
and this allows it to shape laws and policies. Mrs Gandhi

New Olympics chief faces stiff challenge

advised the President to declare the Emergency without a
formal meeting and endorsement by the full Cabinet,
saying that the threat of internal disturbances warranted
immediate action. In hindsight, we can only underline the
need for strengthening processes of formal consultation in
an environment where different points of view are likely to
be expressed. It did not happen in 1975 and democracy got
derailed.The Emergency did not merely suspend
democratic rights. The policies during this period — from
compulsory sterilisation to reporting dissent — were
successfully and energetically pursued by innumerable
officials at various levels. Writing about the extermination
of Jews, Hannah Arendt argued that horrific acts of terror
and violence were carried out by individuals who saw
themselves as following orders. Bureaucratic structures
promote this form of thoughtlessness and ‘banality of
evil’. We could question that analysis and say that
individuals always have a choice. When the Emergency
was declared, some resigned from their positions and
refused to endorse the government’s diktat. But expecting
such heroic action from most people is unrealistic.
Usually, the costs of critically assessing one’s actions, or
the attraction of promised rewards, take their toll. These
vulnerabilities can only be addressed by creating a system
in which each institution is held responsible and
accountable for its actions and individuals within them
protected by norms of collective action.

The State must ban such labour practices and offer them dignified economic rehabilitation. Their dignity is their right, not a largesse bestowed by social privilege

Thomas Bach’s words summed up the importance of
Kirsty Coventry’s position in the world of sport.
“With her election, you (members) have also sent a
powerful message to the world: the International
Olympic Council continues to evolve,” declared the
outgoing IOC president during the handover
ceremony on June 23, which marks the birth of the
modern Olympics. “As the first woman and first
African to hold this position—and indeed the
youngest IOC president since Pierre de
Coubertin—she reflects the truly global nature and
the youthful, forward looking spirit of our Olympic
community.” Coventry is also the first to be elected
from a developing country. In short, she made
history the moment she took the key to the Olympic
House in Lausanne from Bach.The transfer of the
key is more than symbolic as it indicates that the
two-time Olympic gold medallist from Zimbabwe
now holds the most powerful position in all of sport.
Alotis expected of her. During the last three months of the
initiation period, she has shown glimpses of what is to
come while saying she would prefer more consultation

walking into is more politically charged and
divided than ever before. Amid persisting
geopolitical tensions, Russian athletes are still not
allowed to participate under their national flag. It
needs to be seen how she and her team react to a
world where global leaders are increasingly using
sport to further their political ambitions. Then there
is the Trump factor facing the sporting community,
with two of the biggest events—the men’s football
World Cup and the Olympics—to be held in the US
in the next three years. Coventry will be directly
associated with LA 2028’s organising committee.
India would be looking towards Coventry with hope,
especially with the country’s intention to host the
2036 Olympic Games. The Indian Olympic
Association has sent the letter of intent and there
has been buzz on the ground as well. Given the new
IOC president’s roots in a developing country,
India would be hoping for a closer association. The
mental strength she exhibited while winning Olympic
medals will be put to test again—this time as the IOC
chief.

top and suspicious of her colleagues in
Congress—although it was completely under her
control—she found dependable support in only in
Sanjay. Her dependence was so complete that
although she rescinded Sanjay’s directives on
June 25, 1975 to cut power supply to media houses
and keep high court chambers under lock, she
couldn’tdirectly confront her son.

Over the years, the Indira-Sanjay duo became a
model to orchestrate son-rises in different
political parties. Remember, it is the post-
Emergency era that has witnessed the emergence
of younger generations among the Thackerays,
Stalins, Abdullahs and the Yadavs of UP and Bihar
coming forward to take control of the parties
earlier helmed by their fathers. It would not be an
exaggeration to suggest that the Emergency
emboldened many to convert their parties into
family fiefdoms. Dynastic parties do not just lack
in ideology-based policy perspectives, but also
promote birth-based discrimination, something
that our Constitution rejects lock, stock and barrel.
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among members and that she would prefer to listen first.
Her first step towards that was a two-day ‘Pause and
Reflect’ session with members. Yet, the world she is

Protect data without hurting business

The blacklisting approach to requlating the cross-border flow of personal data can disrupt the operations of multinational companies in India. A key concern is that
neither the DPDP Act of 2023 nor the draft rules of 2025 specify adequacy, standard contractual clauses, or binding corporate rules for such transfers

Under the Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023
and its recently-released draft rules, personal data
can be freely transferred to a foreign country and
processed there as long as the country is not
blacklisted by the Union government. The
blacklisting approach is in contrast to the earlier
approach of restricting data transfers only to a
select list of countries.The current provisions have
a direct impact on the multinational companies that
process, store and collect personal data in multiple
countries. For instance, if an MNC operating in
India is located in a blacklisted country, then its
operations would effectively cease under the
DPDP Act. But it’s not clear what happens if it is
located in a whitelisted country, but the data is
transferred to one of its branches operating in a
blacklisted country where it gets processed. The
Act and the draft rules have not addressed this
issue.Given that some amount of personal data is
essential for providing goods and services, foreign
companies operating in countries to which data
transfers are prohibited (once notified by the
government) may face challenges in conducting
business in India. If data is already being
transferred to a country that the government later
restricts, immediate action would be required to
halt such transfers. This gives rise to the
question—is it desirable to put an outright ban on
multinational organisations operating in
blacklisted country without having a specific
mechanism to regular cross-border transfer of
data? The blacklist approach under the DPDP Act
and the draft rules can backfire and harm
businesses operating in India.

The Union government will issue the blacklist, based

on factors it considers relevant. However, there is
no clarity on what these factors would be. Neither
has an illustrative or comprehensive list of factors
been mentioned in the Act or the draft rules nor has
an obligation been imposed on the government to
outline the mechanisms for regulating this list. This
is necessary as greater transparency is needed to
prevent arbitrary decision-making.

It is pertinent to note here that the DPDPA’s
extraterritorial scope extends its applicability to
data fiduciaries outside India, which means
foreign companies collecting personal data of
individuals in India must comply with the same.
Cross-border data transfers will be allowed to all
countries unless the government issues a
notification prohibiting transfers to any specific
country. Unlike privacy regulations around the
world, the DPDP Act doesn’t specify particular
mechanisms such as adequacy decisions,
standard contractual clauses, or binding
corporate rules for cross-border data transfers. It
was anticipated that the government would
clarify through the draft rules. But that has not
happened. As such, the government’s decision to
blacklist certain geographic locations for cross-
border data transfer may be arbitrary, discretionary
and discriminatory. There is also the possibility that
India’s data localisation regime can land us in
disputes before the World Trade Organization.
Under the 1995 General Agreement on Trade in
Services’ privacy framework, WTO members need
to take a balanced approach when it comes to
privacy rights and trade. Article XIV(c)(ii) of the
agreement lays down that it should not prevent
member states from adopting measures necessary

to ensure compliance with laws related to
protecting individuals’ privacy in the transfer of
personal data. Article IV specifies such measures
should not lead to arbitrary or unjustifiable
discrimination between countries. Therefore,
India’s blacklisting strategy must not lead to

arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination between
countries.This is in contrast to the cross-border
transfer of data under the European Union’s
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) that
lays down a specific mechanism to facilitate cross-
border transfer of data. Under the GDPR, cross-
border data transfers are permitted only if adequate
protection of personal data is ensured by the
receiving organisation or country. As per Article 45
of'the GDPR, cross-border transfers can take place
provided they follow the corporate rules given in

Article 47 of the GDPR. Alternatively, there needs
to be compliance with safeguards mentioned in
Article 46 of the GDPR for the crossborder transfer
to take place. These include standard data
protection clauses, binding corporate rules, codes
of conduct, certification mechanisms and ad hoc
contractual clauses. The government
should explore similar safeguards while
regulating cross-border data
transfers.Additionally, the transfer of
cross-border data will have to take place in
accordance with sector-specific laws. The

DPDP Act stipulates that sector-specific

laws will be given precedence. For

instance, the IRDAI (Outsourcing of

Activities by Indian Insurers) Regulations

2017 states that records pertaining to

policyholders need to be confined to the

Indian jurisdiction. This means even if the

cross-border transfer of data is permitted

for whitelisted countries, the IRDAI

regulations will take precedence and cross-

border transfer of policyholders’ data will

not be permitted. This could pose potential

obstacles when it comes to enforceability
of the DPDP Act as sector-specific laws are ever-
evolving and will thereby restrict the extent of
cross-border transfer of data.

The restriction on transfer of cross-border data can
have an adverse impact on India’s trade and
business. The upcoming DPDP rules should
address the above challenges to make it a robust
legislation that achieves its objective of protecting
personal data without harming India’s economic
interests.
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EPFO increases auto-

settlement limit to Rs 5
lakh

New Delhi. The Employee provident fund officer
(EPFO) has increased the auto-settlement limit for
advance claims from existing Rs1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh,
enabling members to receive higher funds in time of
need.EPFO had first introduced auto-settlement of
advance claims during the COVID-19 pandemic to
provide quick financial assistance to members. Since
then the facility has been extended to cover advance
claims for illness, education, marriage, and housing
purposes. These claims are processed automatically
by the system without any human involvement,
ensuring quick turnaround and transparency.

This step is part of EPFO’s broader push to improve
service delivery by using technology, said a labour
ministry statement.With the elevated limit of Rs 5
lakhs, additional advance claims will now qualify for
auto-settlement, leading to their processing within
three days of submission. This enhanced limit and
faster access to funds will help members get timely
financial support when they need it the most.

In 2024-25, EPFO achieved a significant milestone by
successfully processing a record 2.34 crore advance
claims through auto-settlement, reflecting a sharp
increase of 161% over the previous year. Around 59%
of all advance claims in 2024-25 were settled through
the auto mode.Continuing this upward trajectory, in
the first two and a half months of FY 2025-26, EPFO

New Delhi.

Hindalco to ucqmre US-based AluChem for $125 mn

The acquisition will be
carried out through Aditya
Holdings LLC, a stepdown
wholly owned subsidiary
of Hindalco

Hindalco Industries Limited,
the metals flagship of the Aditya Birla
Group, has announced the acquisition of a
100% equity stake in US-based AluChem
Companies, Inc., a prominent
manufacturer of Specialty Alumina, for
an enterprise value of $125 million
(around Rs 1,050 crore), the company
said in a statement. The acquisition will be
carried out through Aditya Holdings LLC,

a stepdown wholly owned subsidiary of

Hindalco.“This strategic acquisition
marks a significant investment in
specialty alumina, a key step in scaling its
high-value, technology-led materials
portfolio,” the company said on Tuesday.

Mangalam Birla, Chairman of Aditya
Birla Group.He added that by integrating
advanced technologies into our value
chain, we are reinforcing our commitment
to self-reliance, import substitution, and
building scale in innovation-led
businesses.

The global Specialty Alumina market is
projected to grow significantly, with
increasing demand for tailored solutions
in sectors ranging from ceramics and
electronics to aerospace and medical
applications. Hindalco currently operates
500,000 tonnes of specialty alumina
capacity and aims to scale up to 1 million
tonnes by FY30.AluChem brings

upcoming quarter, subject to customary
closing conditions and regulatory
approvals.The company said that
Hindalco’s Specialty Alumina business, a
key pillar of its value-added strategy, has
delivered consistent double-digit growth
in recent years and emerged as a high-
growth, high-margin vertical within the
company’s portfolio.As specialty
alumina finds newer applications across
cutting-edge sectors such as electric
mobility, semiconductors, and precision
ceramics, this acquisition, according to

the company, propels Hindalco up the
innovation curve -- enabling access to
next-generation alumina applications and
driving value-accretive growth.“This
acquisition is an important step in our
global strategy to build a leadership
position in value-added, high-tech
materials. Our strategic foray into the
specialty alumina space will not only
accelerate the development of future-
ready, sustainable solutions but also open
new pathways to pursue high-impact
growth opportunities,” said Kumar

Hindalco a strong presence in North
America with an annual capacity of
60,000 tonnes across its three advanced
manufacturing facilities in Ohio and
Arkansas. The company is a long-
established supplier of ultra-low soda
calcined and Tabular Alumina—materials
known for their exceptional thermal and
mechanical stability used in cutting-edge
applications in high precision mechanical
components, and energy-intensive
industrial refractories.

The transaction is expected to close in the

has already auto-settled 76.52 lakh claims,
constituting around 70% of all advance claims settled
so far. This growth highlights EPFO’s strong focus on
automation and delivering faster, more efficient
services to its members.

The labour ministry in a statement said that the move
reaffirms the government’s commitment to enhance
ease of access for EPFO members. It said that the
EPFO will continue to leverage technology and
process simplification to ensure a seamless and
efficient service experience. These reforms have not
only accelerated the claim settlement process but
have also contributed to minimising member
grievances, further enhancing ease of living for the
member.

Oil prices fall below $70 as
Trump announces ceasefire
between Israel and Iran

New Delhi. Oil prices dropped below $70 a barrel
following US President Donald Trump’s
announcement of a ceasefire agreement between
Israel and Iran. Global oil benchmark Brent Crude —
which had surged more than 13% after the escalation
between the two countries— was trading at $67.89 a
barrel, while WTI (West Texas Intermediate) was at
$65.05 abarrel as of 8:18 pm IST.

The 12-day-long conflict appeared to come to an end
after Trump declared the ceasefire on Truth Social,
describing it as “complete and total.” He stated that
Iran would begin the ceasefire, followed by Israel
twelve hours later, with a formal end to the conflict
marked after 24 hours. “During each ceasefire phase,
the other side will remain peaceful and respectful,”
he added.However, Iran denied that any agreement
had been reached, though it indicated a pause in
military operations. “As of now, there is no
'agreement' on any ceasefire or cessation of military
operations. However, provided that the Israeli regime
stops its illegal aggression against the Iranian people
no later than 4 am. Tehran time, we have no intention
to continue our response afterwards,” said Iran’s
foreign minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi in a social
media post.The conflict, which broke out on June 13,
2025, had caused oil prices to spike from around
$64-65 per barrel to $74—75 per barrel due to fears of
supply disruptions in the Middle East—responsible
for roughly a third of global oil production.Although
no major oil infrastructure was significantly
damaged during the escalation, there were concerns
about potential blockages of key maritime choke
points—particularly the Strait of Hormuz, which
handles about 20% of global crude and 25% of LNG
(liquefied natural gas) shipments. The Strait is the
main exit route from the Persian Gulf for oil exports
from Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Iraq, and
Iran, and represents a large portion of the world’s
spare production capacity.

Personal Finance Advisor
Reveals How India’s New-

Age Investors Are Reaping

Rs 50 Lakh Profit In Real
Estate

New Delhi. While most mutual fund investors are
content with 12% CAGR over 10 years, some real
estate investors subtly surpass 18-22% IRR by
compounding hard assets, argues personal finance
expert. "This is how India’s new-age rich play the
long game." These are the views expressed by Sujith
SS, founder of the personal finance platform
Moneydhan, in his LinkedIn post. Passive
commercial incomeTo explain an investment idea,
Sujith presented a financial case study and introduced
Riya in his LinkedIn post. He says in the first year,
Riya books two units for a new branded project
launched in Gurgaon. "She’s buying early due to price
entry discount," he writes.Sujith says that at launch,
the flat costs Rs 1.2 crore. Similar flats nearby are

Indian markets rise on easing geopolitical
tensions and falling crude prices

- BSE Sensex up 586 points of 0.73% to 82,641, while Nifty?50 gained 0.68% to 25,214.2.

CHENNAI. Wednesday (June?25)
marked a broad risk-on session for
Indian markets, supported by calmer
geopolitical signals and lower crude
prices. Benchmark indices, BSE
Sensex rose 586 points of 0.73% to
82,641, while Nifty?50 gained 0.68%
to 25,214.2.Gains were driven by relief
from falling oil prices and optimism
following a tentative ceasefire between
Israel and Iran .All sectoral indices
were in green territory, with
meaningful contributions from IT,
FMCG, mid/small caps, and select
heavyweight stocks. Still, investors
should remain watchful of stretched
valuations, foreign outflows, and
potential flare-ups in geopolitical
tensions (notably around the Strait of
Hormuz).Nifty MidCap +0.43%, Nifty
SmallCap +1.36%. India VIX dropped
nearly 3%, reflecting calmer market
sentiment.Sectoral winners today were
Nifty IT, up 1%, and Nifty FMCG, up
0.8%.The key drivers behind the rally
include geopolitical ease, stable to

lower oil prices and stronger
rupee.Ceasefire news boosted global
risk sentiment and helped oil prices
drop sharply—US futures saw West

Texas Intermediate fall of about 3.2%

and Brent crude about 3.4%. Brent
crude softened to sub-$70 following the
ceasefire—providing relief to India’s
import-heavy economy.The rupee
strengthened 0.2% to ?85.82/USD
amid lower US yields, and RBI’s
liquidity withdrawal (?1?trillion
variable reverse repo auction)
supported forward premiums .Supply-
Demand Imbalance in IPO

Sensex has surged around 14% in six
months, fueling a wave of IPOs
(US?$1.75?billion expected this week)
and secondary offerings amid stretched
valuations.
Global Context
While MSCI World Index hit new
highs, Asian and emerging market
stocks reached their best levels since
early 2022, and after Iran’s missile
strikes, Brent crude fell 7% intraday,
with traders interpreting
geopolitical signals as controlled
and not targeting critical
infrastructure.Iran’s parliament
voted to consider closing the Strait of
Hormuz on June?22—a move carrying
potential to disrupt oil flows, though
deemed unlikely for now.
Risks & Caution Ahead
With Sensex up 14% over six months,
record IPO/investment activity raises
concerns of a bubble and potential
correction if demand wanes. Similarly,
any escalation in Middle East tensions
may reignite oil price volatility.

No one from Adani Group charged
under US FCPA: Gautam Adani

New Delhi. Adani Group chairman
Gautam Adani on Tuesday stated that
no one from the Group has been
charged with violating the US Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) or
conspiring to obstruct justice. He made
the remark during the group’s annual
general meeting (AGM).Adani, along
with several senior executives, is under
investigation in the US for allegedly
orchestrating a $265 million bribery
scheme to secure solar energy contracts
in India. According to the US
Department of Justice (DOJ) and the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC), between 2020 and 2024, Adani
and his associates are alleged to have
paid bribes to Indian officials in
exchange for favorable energy deals.
The authorities also allege that these
actions were concealed from US
investors during fundraising efforts.

The allegations include potential

violations of the FCPA, as well as
securities fraud and wire fraud. The
Adani Group has strongly denied the
accusations, calling them baseless.
“We proved that true leadership is not
built in sunshine but forged in the fire of
crisis. This was tested again last year
when we faced allegations from the
U.S. Department of Justice relating to
Adani Green Energy,” Adani
said.“Despite all the noise, the fact is
that no one from the Adani Group has
been charged with violating the FCPA
or conspiring to obstruct justice. We
live in a world where negativity often
echoes louder than the truth. As we
continue to cooperate with legal
processes, let me also reaffirm that our
governance is of global standards, and
our compliance frameworks are non-
negotiable,” he added.During the
AGM, Adani also highlighted the
group's performance, stating that even

amid turbulence, the conglomerate
recorded '"record-breaking revenue,
unprecedented growth, and historic
profitability." Meanwhile, a
Bloomberg report last month revealed
that representatives of Adani have been
in discreet talks with officials from the
Trump-led U.S. administration.
According to the report, the meetings
began earlier this year and intensified
in recent weeks, with Adani’s
emissaries arguing that the case
conflicts with President Trump’s
current policy priorities. They are
reportedly lobbying for the charges to
be reconsidered or withdrawn. The
developments come at a critical
juncture for the Adani Group, which
has been navigating regulatory and
reputational challenges globally since a
short-seller report last year triggered
intense scrutiny of the conglomerate’s
financial practices.

Jiohotstar closes in on
Netflix, subscribers
touch 300 million

MUMBAL Jiohotstar's overall subscriber base has

touched 300 million, just shy of the global OTT
giant Netflix's last reported number of 301.63
million, the domestic streaming platform said on
Wednesday.The recently concluded edition of the
Tata IPL seemed to be aiding in the subscriber
addition, which had stood at just 50 million in
February as per a media report.The BCCI-
promoted cricket league had many firsts in 2025,
including digital viewership at 652 million
crossing the 537 million on television, as per a
report published by its parent Jiostar, which came
into being in February this year with the merger of
Reliance-led Jiocinema and Disney+Hotstar.

Sanjog Gupta, the chief executive for sports and
live experiences for Jiostar, suggested that the
high viewership also translated into
revenues."We have managed to make this IPL the
most monetised edition of the event and also the
most monetised sporting event ever in India
across advertising and subscription revenue," he
said.It can be noted that in 2022, Disney Star had
won the TV rights of the tournament by offering
Rs 23,575 crore for five years, while the India
digital rights was bagged by Reliance-backed
Viacom18 for Rs 20,500 crore.There was a 5.16
per cent jump among those who watched the
cricket league in the digital format -- then known
as Jiocinema -- from 620 million last
year.However, the growth was restricted by a
marginal 1.6 per cent dip in the TV watchers from
the year-ago edition's 546 million who watched it
on Star Sports.The final fixture between Royal
Challengers Bengaluru and Punjab Kings on June
3 won by the Virat Kohli-led team from the
southern city, had a reach of 237 million on
digital, and 189 million on television, Jiostar said
in a report.It can be noted that in February, Jiostar
had just 50 million subscribers which raced to 280
million by May with start of the cricketing league,
as per a media report.Netflix had 301.6
subscribers across 190 countries as of end-
December 2024, with over 18 million added in
October-December 2024.The overall reach of IPL
across digital and TV mediums for Jiostar stood at
1.19 billion, and the average daily reach touched
121 million on TV and 170 million on digital
platforms, the report said.The report said 129
million of the TV viewers were on the higher-cost
Star Sports HD, and added that 47 per cent of the
overall viewers on Star Sports were women.On
the digital front, the reach on the streaming
platform Jiohotstar stood at 652 million, while the
same on connected TV was 235 million and 417
million watched it on mobile phones.

India to roll out incentive scheme for
rare earth production 15-20 days

Heavy Industries Minister H D
Kumaraswamy said consultation

with stakeholders is underway
to decide the amount of the
incentive programme. According
to ministry officials, if the total
incentive crosses Rs 1,000 crore,
the scheme will be sent to the
Union cabinet for approval
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company has promised to deliver 500
tonnes by this year-end.The secretary said
the actual production of rare earth
magnets will take about two years, and the
government, along with the industry, is
looking at alternative sources of
procurement in the interim period,
including Japan and Vietnam.

Rare earth magent, an alloy rare earth metal,
are integral to Permanent Magnet
Synchronous Motors (PMSMs), which
are widely used in electric vehicles (EVs)
for their high torque, energy efficiency,
and compact size. Hybrid vehicles also
rely on them for efficient propulsion. In
Internal Combustion Engine (ICE)

going for Rs 1.5 crore. That’s a 20% discount. Riya | New Delhi. With the rare earth material vehicles, their use is primarily limited to

books it with a staggered payment plan. "No EMI yet.
No loan disbursement. Just early commitment," he
writes. The tower is halfway up in year two, and the
cost has slightly increased to Rs 1.4 crore. Demand is
growing from NRIs and rental brokers. By year 3, as
possession draws closer, the market value of her flat
has increased to Rs 1.75 crore. Riya sells one unit and
books a clean Rs 50 lakh gain. The other unit, she
"Rent it out, earn 6% yield, and refinance against it at
cheap rates," he writes.Sujith says that money from
the sale of the flat is invested in a commercial unit.
"Money that came after selling is invested into a pre-
leased commercial unit near Nh8.

supply crisis looming large, the
government is set to launch an incentive
programme to encourage domestic
production of these minerals. The
government will roll out a scheme to
subsidise domestic production of rare
earth magnets in 15-20 days, Heavy
Industries Minister H D Kumaraswamy
said on Tuesday.The minister said that
consultation ith stakeholders is underway
to decide the amount of the incentive
programme.  According to ministry

officials, if the total incentive crosses Rs
1,000 crore, the scheme will be sent to the
Union cabinet for approval.The latest
crisis emanates from stricter controls
imposed by China on the export of seven
rare earth elements and finished magnets.
This revised framework demands detailed
end-use disclosures and client
declarations, including confirmation that
products will not be used in defense or re-
exported to the US. This added scrutiny
has prolonged the clearance process to at

least 45 days, leading to significant delays
and a growing backlog that is tightening
global supply chains. China is the world's
dominant exporter of rare earth magnets,
controlling over 70% of global Rare Earth
Element (REE) production and over 90%
of refining capacity. Kumaraswamy on
Tuesday said India is looking at
alternative sources for procurement of
rare earth minerals in the interim period,
including Japan and Vietnam. He
informed that one Hyderabad-based

electric power steering and other
motorized systems. Elements like
Dysprosium (Dy), Terbium (Tb),
Neodymium (Nd), and Praseodymium
(Pr) are crucial for these magnets,
especially in high-performance
applications.Meanwhile, ministry
officials said that said 30 automotive
firms have sought authorisation from the
Directorate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) to import rare earth magnets
from China a fortnight ago.




NATIONAL

THE PHCTON NEWS

03,

www.thephotonnews.com
Thursday, 26 June 2025

UAE Ambassador to India launches landmark start-

up series to power cross-border innovation

Agency New Delhi.

New Delhi: The UAE-India CEPA Council
(UICC), in partnership with the Embassy
of the United Arab Emirates in India,
launched the UAE-India CEPA Start-up
Series at a high-level event hosted at the
Taj Mahal Hotel, Delhi. The mitiative
delivers on a key commitment under the
UAE-India Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) to
promote innovation-led collaboration and
support the internationalisation of Indian
start-ups.In his special address,
Abdulnasser Alshaali, PhD, the UAE
Ambassador to India, underscored the
UAE’s commitment to entreprencurship
and cross-border nnovation. “Start-ups
are central to the UAE-India economic
corridor. Through this Series, the UAE-
India CEPA Council seeks to connect
India’s brightest entreprencurial minds
with the UAE’s world-class ecosystem,
supporting their scale-up journeys while
enriching our bilateral innovation
landscape,” he said.

The launch comes amid a period of strong Building on its efforts to deepen

economic momentum between the UAE  collabo
and India. In FY 2023-24, bilateral trade
reached USD 83.64 billion, marking a
nearly 15% year-on-year increase since
the CEPA came into effect. o
India’s non-oil exports to the =
UAE surged by over 20%, I'j_'
while UAE foreign direct
investment (FDI) into India >
tripled, rising from USD 1.03
billion in FY 202122 to USD |
3.35 billion in FY 2022-23, |
making the UAE India’s
fourth-largest investor.

These gains further reinforce the
UAE’s enduring commitment
to championing India’s
dynamic start-up ccosystem.
Since 2000, UAE-based investors have
channelled an estimated USD 20 billion
into the Indian economy, fueling
innovation, accelerating growth, and
cementing the UAE’s position as a key
strategic partner.

Unders

uicc

entrepreneurial  institutions,
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Domestic air traffic rises
1.89% to 14.05 million in May,
says DGCA

Agency New Delhi.

India’s domestic air passenger traffic increased 1.89
per cent to 14.05 million in May compared to that of
the same month last year, according to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

DGCA’s monthly data showed the number of domestic
passengers flown by Indian airlines in May 2024 was
13.79 million.In the previous month, IndiGo flew a
total 0f9.30 million passengers with a market share of

64 per cent, followed by the Air India Group, which
recorded 3.72 million passengers, grabbing a 26.5 per
cent market share.The two other major carriers,
Akasa Air and Spicelet, flew 0.74 million and 0.34
million passengers, respectively, during the month
under review.Akasa’s market share stood at 5.3 per
cent, while Spicelet’s share in the total domestic
passenger traffic was 2.4 per cent, as per the data.

In terms of scheduled integrity, IndiGo delivered the
highest on-time performance at 84 per cent in May,
followed by Air India, which clocked 79.7 per cent
OTP from six key airports, as per data. The six airports
are Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Chennai,
and Kolkata.

Rail Fares To Increase From July

1, Officials Say Lowest Hike In

12 Years
Agency New Delhi.

Train fares are set to increase marginally next month,
Railway Ministry officials said. While the fare in non-
AC class in Mail and Express trains will be hiked by 1
paise per km, tickets for travelling in AC classes will be
dearer by 2 paise per km."As compared to the previous
fare revisions in 2020 and 2013, the current increase will
be the lowest," a railway official told news agency PTIL.
"As far as suburban train and monthly season tickets are
concerned, it has been decided not to increase any fare in
the interest of daily commuters," the official added.

The official said that second-class fare up to 500 km of
travel will remain unchanged. For distances over 500

km, fares may be hiked by half paisa per km.

According to officials, train fare was last hiked on January
1, 2020. Then, second-class fare for ordinary and
Mail/Express trains was increased by | paisa/km and 2
paise/km, respectively. Fares in sleeper classes and all
AC classes went up by 2 paise/km and 4 paise/km,
respectively.

"Before 2020, it was in 2013 when the train fares for all
classes were revised significantly. For instance, the
second-class fare for ordinary trains was raised by 2
paise and the second-class fare for Express/Mail trains
increased by 4 paise. The sleeper class fare went up by 6
paise,” the official said. "In 2013, all AC class fares,
except AC I, were increased by 10 paise/km, and AC 11
fare went up by 6 paise/km."

July will see another major change in Railways, as the
ministry has decided to incorporate Aadhaar-based OTP
authentication into the ticket reservation system to cut
off middlemen.

Pak officer who captured Abhinandan
Varthaman in 2019 killed in Taliban clash

ration with India’s innovation

ecosystem, the launch event featured the
signing of several Memoranda of
tanding (MoUs) between the

and prominent academic and
including
Meghalaya under the Meghalaya

Basin Management Agency (M.B.M.A.),
IDEATE Lab @ O.P. Jindal Global
University, and Jamia Hamdard.

The event concluded with a presentation by

MrAhmed Aljneibi, Director of the UICC,
who unveiled the bold vision and strategic
framework of the Start-up Serics. He
outlined how the initiative will culminate
in a high-profile pitch event in
New Delhi, where five
exceptional start-ups will be
selected to receive an exclusive
UAE soft-landing
package—including incubation
support, business licencing,
tailored mentorship, and direct
access to leading investors,
innovation hubs, and free zone
networks across the Emirates.
The event drew over 100
participants from across the start-
up, investment, policy, and
media landscape. Attendees witnessed the
unveiling of the official Start-up Series
microsite and the premiere of a
promotional trailer calling for
applications from high-potential Indian
ventures.

A

Palistani Major Moiz Abbas Shah, who was involved in the 2019 capture of Indian pilot Abhinandan Varthaman, was one

of two personnel killed in a clash with Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (T'I'P) terrorists in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa region.

Agency New Delhi.
Pakistani Major Moiz Abbas Shah,
who was involved in the 2019
capture of Indian pilot Abhinandan
Varthaman, was one of two
personnel killed in a clash with
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
terrorists in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa region.Security
forces killed 11 terrorists, while two
security personnel also lost their (&g
lives, during an intelligence-based
operation (IBO) in the South
Waziristan district of Pakistan, the
military said in a statement on Tuesday.
Following India's attack on a terrorist-
training camp at Balakot in Pakistan's
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province on
February 26 - twelve days afier the
Pulwama attack - Pakistan responded
with a plan to target India's military
installations. A fleet of up to 24 fighter

jets headed towards India, drawing a
prompt response from India. An aerial
dogfight ensued.
Abhinandan Varthaman,
commander, was part of the Indian
pushback team of Srinagar-based 51

then wing

Squadron.His plane, too, was shot
down by Pakistan fighter jets.
Abhinandan Varthaman ejected the
plane to land on the other side of the

Line of Control (LoC).Abhinandan
Varthaman became the focus of
India-Pakistan tension after his
capture. Hectic back-channel
communications took place. India
reportedly foiled Pakistan's attempt
to use Abhinandan Varthaman as a
bargaining tool with a blunt warning
of further retaliation.

Finally, Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan announced Abhinandan
Varthaman's release as a "gesture of
peace" - a decision that was widely

seen as a victory of the Modi

government's aggressive intent. PM

Modi soon said Abhinandan

Varthaman made India

proud.Abhinandan Varthaman

returned to India 58 hours after he was
captured by Pakistan. He walked
through the Attari-Wagah border on the

night of February 28.

|AF to get af least 6 Tejas jets by March,

delays due to engine unavailability: HAL chief

Agency New Delhi.

The Indian Air Force will get at least
half-a-dozen Tejas Light Combat
Aircraft by March 2026, Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd CMD D K Sunil has
said, weeks after the [IAF chief flagged
serious concerns over delays in
the delivery of the jets.Sunil,
chairperson and managing
director of the aviation
behemoth, attributed the
delivery delays to US defence
major GE Aerospace missing
the deadline for supply of its
engines to power the fighter
jets.The slippage in the delivery
schedule for the LCA Mk-1A
variant of the jet had become a
major issue with Chief of Air
Staff Air Chief Marshal A P Singh
raising the matter publicly.

Sunil said the delay was caused only due
to the US firm’s inability to supply the
F404 engines on time.In an exclusive
interview with PTI Videos, the HAL
chiefsaid GE Aerospace is expected to

supply 12 engines in the current fiscal.
This will facilitate delivery of the jets
tothe [AF.

“Every company goes through its fair

share of criticisms. It does happen.

Unfortunately, in the case of LCA According to Sunil, the technical issues

Mark 1A, we have built the aircraft. As
of today, we have six aircraft lined up,”
he said.“But the engine deliveries have
not happened from GE Aerospace.
They were to deliver the engines in
2023. Till date, we have got only one
engine,” he added.

The delay from GE side was initially due

to production timelines falling behind
during the Covid pandemic, and the
subsequent departure of many senior
engineers from the company, causing
cascading supply chain bottlenecks.

with GE Aerospace have been
sorted out and HAL is set to receive
12 jetengines by March 2026.“I can
assure you that as of today, six
aircraft are ready. There is no let up
from our side. We are building those
aircraft and getting them ready and
we will be in a position to deliver
(by this fiscal),” he said.

HAL plans to produce 16 jets in the
coming year provided there is
steady flow of engine supplies by
GE Acrospace.In February 2021,

the defence ministry secaled a Rs

48,000 crore deal with HAL for the

procurement of 83 Tejas Mk-1A jets

for the IAF. The ministry is also in the
process of procuring 97 more LCA

Mk-1As at a cost around Rs 67,000

crore.

India enters top 100 n
UN’s Sustainable

Development Goals ranking

Agency New Delhi.

India has, for the first time, secured a place among

the top 100 out of 167 countries ranked for their
progress in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), according to a
report published on Tuesday.According to the
UN Sustainable Development Solutions
Network’s 10th and latest Sustainable
Development Report (SDR), India ranks 99th on
the 2025 SDG Index with a score of 67, while
China ranks 49th with 74.4 and the US 44th with
75.2 points.India ranked 109th in 2024, 112th in
2023, 121st in 2022, 120th in 2021, 117th in
2020, 115th in 2019, 112th in 2018 and 116th in
2017.

mong India’s neighbours, Bhutan takes 74th
place with 70.5 points, Nepal ranks 85th with
68.6, Bangladesh 114th with 63.9, and Pakistan
140th with 57 points.

India’s maritime neighbours, the Maldives and Sri

Lanka, stood at 53rd and 93rd places,
respectively.The SGDs were adopted in 2015
with the idea that to save the planet, no one should
be left behind in the overall development matrix
by 2030.The score measures progress on a scale
of 0 to 100, where 100 indicates a country has
achievedall 17 goals and 0 means no progress has
been made.

The report’s authors flagged that SDG progress has

stalled at the global level, with only 17 per cent of
the 17 targets projected to be achieved by 2030.

“Conflicts, structural vulnerabilities and limited

fiscal space impede SDG progress in many parts
of the world,” said the report, with world-
renowned economist Jeffrey Sachs as its lead
author.European countries, especially the Nordic
nations, continue to top the SDG Index, with
Finland ranking first, Sweden second and
Denmark third. A total of 19 out of the top 20
countries are in Europe.Yet even these countries
face significant challenges in achieving at least
two goals, including those related to climate and
biodiversity, largely due to unsustainable
consumption, the authors said.

Man Wearing Burqa Enters
Delhi Teen's Home, Pushes
Her From 5th Floor

New Delhi.A 26-year-old man has been arrested

for allegedly killing a 19-year-old woman by
pushing her off the fifth-floor roofiop of her
residence in northeast Delhi's Ashok Nagar. The
accused, identified as Taufeeq, a resident of
Rampur in Uttar Pradesh, was taken into custody
late on Tuesday night after a brief period in
hiding. The incident was first reported to the
Jyoti Nagar Police Station around 8:30 am on
Monday. According to the police, the victim,

Neha, was found in critical condition after being
allegedly pushed from the rooftop of her family's
residence. She was rushed to Guru Teg Bahadur
(GTB) Hospital, where she died of her injuries
later that day.

To conceal his identity and avoid detection by the

victim's family and neighbours, Taufeeq entered
the residential building wearing a burga. During
interrogation after his arrest, Taufeeq admitted
that he used the disguise to gain direct access to
Neha without raising alarm.

CCTYV footage shows a figure in a burqa entering

the building and later leaving under suspicious
circumstances. Investigators are working to
reconstruct the full timeline of events using
footage from multiple cameras positioned
around the complex.

Nitish Katara murder case: 3G grants furlough to
sukhdev Pehalwan; orders security for Neelam Katara

The top court, earlier while hearing the matter pulled up the State and had issued a contempt notice to the Government of National Capital

Territory of Delhi for its failure to comply with the directions of the court on taking decisions on remissions applications.

Agency New Delhi.

The Supreme Court on Wednesday (June
25) granted three-month furlough to
Sukhdev Yadav alias Pehalwan who was
awarded 20-year jail term in the Nitish
Katara murder case.

A bench comprising Justice Ujjal Bhuyan
and Justice K Vinod Chandran granted the
relief to Pehalwan on his plea cha]leng,mg
a Delhi High Court order dismissing his
plea seeking his releasing on furlough for
three weeks.

The bench also directed authorities to
provide security to Neelam Katara, the
mother of Nitish Katara.

The bench, while granting Pehalwan three-
month furlough, noted that he has has
served 20-year uninterrupted jail term
without remission and directed that he be
produced before the trial court within a
period of seven days and appropriate
conditions be imposed on him by the trial
court before grant of furlough. Yadav said
in his plea that he had served the entire

sentence of 20 years as per the order of the The top court, earlier while hearing the
court and the High court by refusing him to
grant furlough failed to appreciate that he

is entitled to avail furlough as
he satisfies the eligibility
conditions as laid down in Rule
1223 of Delhi Prison Rules,
2018.

*The Hon’ble High Court all
throughout has relied upon the
judgement convicting the
petitioner (Pehalwan)
completely ignoring the fact
that the offence in question

dates back to the year 2002 and &, o

thereafter the petitioner has
reformed himself which is
reflected from his nominal roll &
that shows the jail conduct of
the petitioner to be satisfactory,

matter pulled up the State and had issued a
contempt notice to the Government of

the grant of remission that either the

assurances given on behalf of the Delhi

Government are not complied with or the
orders of this Court are not
complied with,” the top court
earlier observed.

The apex court on October 3,
2016 awarded 25-year jail
term  without remission to
Vikas Yadav and his cousin
Vishal Yadav for their role in
the Nitish Katara murder case
and co-convict Pehalwan was
awarded a 20-year jail term
for hisrole in the case.

% They were convicted and

sentenced for kidnapping

Nitish Katara from a marriage

party on the intervening night

the condition necessary for being released
on furlough,” Pehalwan said in his plea.

Pehalwan’s plea seeking furlough was
opposed by the State.

National Capital Territory of Delhi for its
failure to comply with the directions of the
court on taking decisions on remissions
applications.

*“We have seen in several cases concerning

of February 16 and 17, 2002
and then killing him for his alleged affair
with Bharti Yadav, sister of Vikas Yadav

and daughter of Uttar Pradesh politician
DP Yadav.
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Vietnam government
abolishes death penalty for
spying, anti-state activities

HANOIL. Vietnam has abolished the death penalty for
eight crimes including espionage, graft and
attempting to overthrow the government, state media
said Wednesday.The number of offences facing
capital punishment will be almost halved from an
original 18 to 10 from July, according to the penal
code approved by the National Assembly, the official
Bao Chinh Phu news portal reported.According to
the amended law, the crimes no longer punishable by
death include attempting to overthrow the
administration, sabotaging state facilities,
production and trade of counterfeit medicine, illegal
transportation of narcotics, sabotaging peace and
waging war, espionage, property embezzlement and
bribe-taking.Convicts would instead be given the
maximum sentence of life in prison.

Minister of Public Security Luong Tam Quang said
"the current structure of capital punishment was
problematic and, in some cases, misaligned with
evolving socio-economic conditions and the realities
of crime prevention."One of the reasons for the move
given by Minister of Justice Nguyen Hai Ninh was
that in most cases people sentenced to death for the
above crimes were not actually executed.

"The abolishment of capital publishment for several
crimes will also serve international cooperation
work, especially when Vietnam is promoting closer
relations on the basis of mutual trust," Ninh was
reported as saying.Vietnam has carried out death
sentences by lethal injection since 2013 when it
replaced execution by firing squad.The number of
executions has not been made public, but Amnesty
International estimates more than 1,200 people were
on death row in Vietnam by the end 0f2023.

Under Vietnamese law, those sentenced to death for the
above eight crimes before July 1 will have their
sentences converted to life imprisonment by the
chiefjudge of the Supreme People's Court.

Al fakes duel over VP Sara
Duterte impeachment in
Philippines

MANILA. Days after the Philippine Senate declined to
launch the impeachment trial of the country's vice
president, two interviews with Filipinos arguing for
and against the move went viral.

The schoolboys and elderly woman making their cases
were Al creations, examples of increasingly
sophisticated fakes possible with even basic online
tools."Why single out the VP?", a digitally created
boy in a white school uniform asks, arguing that the
case was politically motivated. The House of
Representatives impeached Sara Duterte in early
February on charges of graft, corruption and an
alleged assassination plot against former ally and
running mate President Ferdinand Marcos.

A guilty verdict in the Senate would result in her
removal from office and a lifetime ban from
Philippine politics.But after convening as an
impeachment court on June 10, the senior body
immediately sent the case back to the House,
questioning its constitutionality.Duterte ally Senator
Ronald dela Rosa shared the video of the schoolboys -
- since viewed millions of times -- praising the youths
for having a "better understanding of what's
happening" than their adult counterparts.The vice
president's younger brother Sebastian, mayor of
family stronghold Davao, said the clip proved
"liberals" did not have the support of the younger
generation.When the schoolboys were exposed as
digital creations, the vice president and her supporters
were unfazed."There's no problem with sharing an Al
video in support of me. As long as it's not being turned

into a business," Duterte told reporters."Even ifit's AL..

I agree with the point," said Dela Rosa, the one-time
enforcer of ex-president Rodrigo Duterte's drug
war.Five minutes' work

The video making the case for impeachment -- also with
millions of views -- depicts an elderly woman
peddling fish and calling out the Senate for failing to
hold atrial.

US intelligence report says
strikes did not destroy Iran
nuclear program, Trump
responds

WASHINGTON. A classified preliminary US
intelligence report has concluded that American
strikes on Iran set back Tehran's nuclear program by
justa few months, rather than destroying it as claimed
by President Donald Trump.However, President
Donald Trump and the White House on Tuesday
sharply pushed back against a new intelligence
assessment.US media on Tuesday cited people
familiar with the Defense Intelligence Agency
findings as saying the weekend strikes did not fully

eliminate Iran's centrifuges r stockpile of enriched
uranium.The strikes sealed off entrances to some
facilities without destroying underground buildings,
according to the report.In a post on Truth social,
Donald Trump said that the report was fake and
aimed at demanding the military strike. “Fake news
CNN, together with the failing New York Times,
have teamed up in an attempt to demean one of the
most successful military strikes in history. The
nuclear sites in Iran are completely destroyed! Both
the Times and CNN are getting slammed by the
public,” he wrote.White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt confirmed the authenticity of the
assessment but said it was "flat-out wrong and was
classified as 'top secret' but was still leaked."

"The leaking of this alleged assessment is a clear
attempt to demean President Trump, and discredit the
brave fighter pilots who conducted a perfectly
executed mission to obliterate Iran’s nuclear
program,”" Leavitt posted on X."Everyone knows
what happens when you drop fourteen 30,000 pound
bombs perfectly on their targets: total obliteration,"
she added.
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Who is Zohran Mamdani Meet the Indian- origin New York
City mayoral candidate and son of director Mira Nair

Mamdani is the son of Indian-origin
parents, renowned filmmaker Mira
Nair, known for films such as Salaam
Bombay! and Monsoon Wedding, and
academic Mahmood Mamdani, an
Indian-born Ugandan scholar.

world. In alandmark political upset, 33-year-
old democratic socialist Zohran Mamdani
has clinched the Democratic nomination
for New York City mayor, defeating former
governor Andrew Cuomo in a high-stakes,
closely watched ranked-choice primary on
Tuesday night.With 89% of precincts
reporting an hour after polls closed at 9 p.m.,
Mamdani led the field with 44% of first-
choice votes, while Cuomo trailed at 36%.
City Comptroller Brad Lander secured
11%.Cuomo conceded defeat Tuesday
night, following the first round of vote
tallies.Mamdani's campaign centered on
the cost of living jolted the contest, told

supporters, “I will be your §
Democratic nominee for the mayor of
New York City,”

“I will be the mayor for every New
Yorker, whether you voted for me, for ,.’
governor Cuomo, or felt too
disillusioned by a long-broken
political system to vote at all,” he said.
“I'will work to be a mayor you will be
proud to call your own.”Cuomo, who
had been the front-runner throughout
arace that was his comeback bid from
a sexual harassment scandal,
conceded the election, telling a crowd
he had called Mamdani to congratulate
him."Tonight was not our night," Cuomo, a
political veteran who was vying to come
back from a sexual harassment scandal,
told supporters at an election night party. "I
called him, I congratulated him...he
won."Mamdani's early lifeBorn on October
18,1991, in Kampala, Uganda, Mamdani is
the son of Indian-origin parents, renowned
filmmaker Mira Nair, known for films such
as Salaam Bombay! and Monsoon
Wedding, and academic Mahmood
Mamdani, an Indian-born Ugandan scholar.

He spent his early childhood in Cape Town,
South Africa, attending St. George’s
Grammar School, before moving to New
York City at the age of seven.

He later graduated from the Bank Street
School for Children and the Bronx High
School of Science. In 2014, he earned a
bachelor’s degree in Africana Studies from
Bowdoin College.

Activism and political rise

Mamdani’s political activism began during
college, where he co-founded a chapter of
Students for Justice in Palestine.

He later volunteered for Khader El-
Yateem’s 2017 City Council
campaign, managed Ross
Barkan’s State Senate bid, and
organized for Tiffany Caban’s
Queens District Attorney race.In
2019, he was elected to the New
York State Assembly representing
the 36th District, which includes
Astoria and Long Island City.

His legislative work focused on
affordable housing, public transit,
and immigrant rights—issues that
became central to his citywide
campaign.Personal life and public appeal A
practicing Shia Muslim, Mamdani married
Syrian artist Rama Duwaji earlier this
year.Mamdani’s identity and progressive
platform have energised younger, left-
leaning voters across the city, drawing a
sharp contrast with Cuomo’s more
moderate support base.

With the Democratic nomination now
secured, Mamdani is on track to make
history. If elected in November, he would
become New York City’s first Muslim and
first Indian-American mayor.

Explosive kills seven Israeli soldiers in Gaza
inside an armored vehicle, military says

JERUSALEM. Seven Israeli soldiers
were killed Tuesday in the southern
Gaza city of Khan Younis when their
armored vehicle was struck by an
explosive, an Israeli military official
said Wednesday.The official, who
spoke on the condition of anonymity in
line with military regulations, said six
of the soldiers’ names had been cleared
for publication, while one was still
being kept confidential.Also in the
area of Khan Younis area, one soldier
was seriously wounded Tuesday by
weapons fire, the military said.

Al-Qassam Brigades, Hamas’s military
wing, said on its Telegram channel it
had ambushed Israeli soldiers taking
cover inside a residential building in
southern Gaza Strip.Some of the
soldiers were killed and other injured
after they were targeted by a Yassin
105 missile and another missile south

Khan Younis, Hamas said. Al-Qassam
fighters then targeted the building with
machine guns.It was not immediately
clear whether the two incidents were
the same.Gaza’s Health Ministry said
Tuesday that Israel’s 21-month
military operation in Gaza has killed
56,077 people. The war was sparked
by Hamas’ surprise attack on southern
Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, that killed
around 1,200 people dead, mostly

civilians, and took 251 others hostage.
Many hostages have been released by
ceasefire or other agreements.

The death toll is by far the highest in any

round of Israeli-Palestinian fighting.

The ministry said the dead include 5,759

who have been killed since Israel
resumed fighting on March 18,
shattering a two-month ceasefire.

The ministry doesn’t distinguish

between civilians and combatants but
says more than half of the dead were
women and children.

Israel says it only targets militants and

blames civilian deaths on Hamas,
which operates in heavily populated
areas. Israel says over 20,000 Hamas
militants have been killed, though it
has provided no evidence to support
that claim. Hamas has not commented
onits casualties.

A whirlwind 48 hours: How Trump's Israel-
Iran ceasefire agreement came together

WASHINGTON. In a 48-hour
whirlwind, President Donald Trump
veered from elated to indignant to
triumphant as his fragile Israel-Iran
ceasefire agreement came together,
teetered toward collapse and
ultimately coalesced. Trump, as he
worked to seal the deal, publicly
harangued the Israelis and Iranians
with alevel of pique that's notable even
for a commander in chief who isn't shy
about letting the world know what he
thinks.The effort was helped along as
his aides and Qatari allies sensed an
opening after what they saw as a half-
hearted, face-saving measure by
Tehran on Monday to retaliate against
the U.S. for strikes against three key
nuclear sites. And it didn't hurt that
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, after 12 days of bombing,
could tell the Israeli public that Iran's
nuclear program had been
diminished.“This is a War that could
have gone on for years, and destroyed
the entire Middle East, but it didn’t,
and never will!” Trump declared in a
social media post announcing the
ceasefire.Netanyahu is less than

enthusiastic about Trump’s
messageThe agreement began taking
shape early Sunday morning, soon
after the U.S. military carried out
blistering strikes on Iranian nuclear
sites that U.S. defense officials said

have set back Tehran's nuclear
program.Trump directed his team to
get Netanyahu on the phone.

The president told Netanyahu not to

expect further U.S. offensive military
action, according to a senior White
House official who was not authorized
to comment publicly about the
sensitive diplomatic talks.The U.S.
president made the case that it was time
to stop the war and return to diplomatic
negotiations with Iran. Trump also
noted that the U.S. had removed any

imminent threat posed by Iran,
according to the official.For his part,
Netanyahu listened to Trump's
argument as Israel was nearing its own
objectives with Iran, the official said.
Netanyahu did not enthusiastically
agree, but understood Trump’s stance
that the U.S. had no desire for
additional military
involvement.Around the same time,
Trump special envoy Steve Witkoff
spoke directly with Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi, telling him
to come back to the bargaining table
because Iran had seen what the U.S.
military could do and that it was
capable of doing much more, the
official said.Witkoff stressed that the
U.S. wanted peace — and Iran should,
too. Trump ebullient about Israel-Iran
deal prospectsLess than 48 hours later,
Trump took to his social media
platform to announce that a “Complete
and Total CEASEFIRE” had been
achieved.The ceasefire was based
solely on the end of military hostilities,
rather than on additional conditions
about Iran’s nuclear program or its
economic interests.

Indian- American Democratic socialist
Lohran Mamdani declares victory in
NYC mayoral primary

NEW YORK.Zohran Mamdani declared victory in New
York City’s Democratic mayoral primary Tuesday
night after Andrew Cuomo conceded the race in a
stunning upset, as the young, progressive upstart who
was virtually unknown when the contest began built a
substantial lead over the more experienced but
scandal-scarred former governor.Though the race’s
ultimate outcome will still be decided by a ranked
choice count, Mamdani took a commanding position
just hours after the polls closed that put him in a distant
first place. With victory all but assured, Mamdani, a 33-
year-old democratic socialist whose energetic
campaign centered on the cost of living jolted the
contest, told supporters, “I will be your Democratic
nominee for the mayor of New York City,”

“I will be the mayor for every New Yorker, whether you
voted for me, for governor Cuomo, or felt too
disillusioned by a long-broken political system to vote
at all,” he said. “I will work to be a mayor you will be
proud to call your own.”Cuomo, who had been the
front-runner throughout a race that was his comeback
bid from a sexual harassment scandal, conceded the
election, telling a crowd he ha called Mamdani to
congratulate him."Tonight was not our night," Cuomo,
apolitical veteran who was vying to come back from a
sexual harassment scandal, told supporters at an
election night party. "I called him, I congratulated
him...he won."Cuomo trailed Mamdani by a
significant margin in the first choice ballots and faced
an exceedingly difficult pathway to catching up when
ballots are redistributed in New York City’s ranked
choice voting process.

Mamdani would be the city’s first Muslim and Indian
American mayor if elected. Incumbent Mayor Eric
Adams skipped the primary. He’s running as an
independent in the general election. Cuomo also has
the option of running in the general election.

“We are going to take a look and make some decisions,”
Cuomo said.Unofficial results from the New York
City’s Board of Elections showed that Mamdani was
ranked on more ballots than Cuomo.

Mamdani was listed as the second choice by tens of
thousands of more voters than Cuomo. And the number
of votes that will factor into ranked choice voting is
sure to shrink. More than 200,000 voters only listed a
first choice, the Board of Elections results show,
meaning that Mamdani’s performance in the first
round may ultimately be enough to clear the 50%
threshold.The race’s ultimate outcome could say
something about what kind of leader Democrats are
looking for during President Donald Trump’s second
term.The vote took place about four years after Cuomo,
67, resigned after a barrage of sexual harassment
allegations. He entered the race touting deep
experience, strong political connections and a
juggernaut fundraising apparatus, running a campaign
that depicted the city as a dangerous, out-of-control
place that needed a steady hand to put it back on track.

NATO leaders meet for what could be a
historic summit or a divided one

THE HAGUE. U.S. President Donald
Trump and his NATO counterparts will
meet formally Wednesday for a summit that
could unite the world's biggest security
organization around a new defense
spending pledge or widen divisions among
the allies.Just a week ago, things had
seemed rosy. NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte was optimistic the European
members and Canada would commit to
invest at least as much of their economic
growth on defense as the United States does
for the first time.Then Spain rejected the
new NATO target for each country to spend
5% of its gross domestic product on
defense, calling it “unreasonable.” Trump
insists on that figure, but doesn't say it
should apply to America. The alliance
operates on a consensus that requires the
backing of all 32 members. Trump has since
lashed out at Prime Minister Pedro
Séanchez's government, saying: “NATO is
going to have to deal with Spain. Spain’s
been a very low payer." He also criticized

Canada as “a low payer.”European allies
and Canada also want Ukraine to be at the
top of the summit agenda, but they are wary
that Trump might not want President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to steal the
limelight.The two-day summit has been
overshadowed by Trump's decision to
order the bombing of nuclear installations
in Iran. In 2003, the U.S.-led war on Iraq
deeply divided NATO, as France and
Germany led opposition to the attack, while
Britain and Spain joined the coalition.A
short summit, decades of mutual
security The summit in The Hague involved
an informal dinner Tuesday and one
working session Wednesday morning. A
very short summit statement has been
drafted to ensure the meeting is not derailed
by fights over details and wording.Indeed,
much about this NATO summit is brief,
even though ripples could be felt for
years.Founded in 1949, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization was formed by 12
nations to counter the threat to security in

Europe posed by the Soviet Union during
the Cold War, notably via a strong U.S.
presence on the continent.Dealing with
Moscow is in its DNA. Keeping the peace
outside the Euro-Atlantic area is
not.NATO’s ranks have grown to 32

countries since the Washington Treaty was
signed 75 years ago. Sweden joined last
year, worried by an increasingly aggressive
Russia.NATO’s collective security
guarantee — Article 5 of the treaty —

underpins its credibility.It’s a political
commitment by all countries to come to the
aid of any member whose sovereignty or
territory might be under attack. Trump has
suggested he is committed to that pledge,
but he has also sowed doubt about his
intentions. He has said the U.S. intends
to remain a member of the
alliance.Asked again on Tuesday
whether he would abide by NATO's
security guarantee, Trump said:
“There’s numerous definitions of
Article 5, you know that, right? But
I’'m committed to being their friends.”
He added only that he is “committed to
life and safety.”A civilian runs NATO,
but the U.S. and its military hold
powerThe United States is NATO’s
most powerful member. It spends
much more on defense than any other
ally and far outweighs its partners in terms
of military muscle. Washington has
traditionally driven the agenda but has
stepped back under Trump.
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Canada beats El Salvador
2-0, advances to

CONCACAF Gold Cup

quarterfinals

HOUSTON. Jonathan David and Tajon
Buchanan scored 2 minutes, 35 seconds
apart early in the second half and Canada
defeated El Salvador 2-0 on Tuesday night to
reach the CONCACAF Gold Cup
quarterfinals.E1 Salvador, which was
eliminated, finished two men short after
Santos Ortiz and Jairo Henriquez were
ejected late in the first half.Canada won
Group B with seven points and advanced to a
quarterfinal against Guatemala on Sunday in
Minneapolis, with the winner moving on to a
semifinal against the U.S. or Costa Rica.

In the other quarterfinals, Mexico meets Saudi
Arabia and Panama plays Honduras, both on
Saturday in Glendale, Arizona.El Salvador
was last in the group with one point,
becoming the 14th team not to score a goal in
the group stage.Canada coach Jesse Marsch
returned from a two-game suspension
assessed for his conduct during the
CONCACAF Nations League third-place
match against the U.S. in March.David

scored in the 53rd minute, his Canada record
35th goal in 66 appearances. He took a pass
from Mathieu Choiniére, turned and beat
goalkeeper Mario Gonzalez to the far post
with a diagonal shot from about 15 yards.

Gonzalez had jumped to his left to save
David's penalty kick in first-half stoppage
time after a foul by Jefferson Valladares on
Jacob Shaffelburg.Buchanan scored his
eighth goal in the 56th, lifting the ball over
Gonzalez after a feed from Niko Sigur, who
had intercepted Diego Flores' pass

Ortiz received yellow cards in the 13th and
35th minutes, the second for a lunging tackle
from behind on Sigur. Henriquez got a red
card in the ninth minute of first-half
stoppage time for elbowing Alistair
Johnston in the head.Ortiz and Henriquez
will be suspended when El Salvador starts
the third round of World Cup qualifying in
September.Honduras defeated Curagao 2-1
at San Jose, California, on Luis Palma's goal
in second-half stoppage time.Panama beat
Jamaica 4-1 at Austin, Texas, behind Ismael
Diaz's hat trick to win Group C with a 3-0
record, and the Reggae Boyz were
eliminated in the group stage for the first
time since 2009. Guatemala beat
Guadeloupe 3-2 in Houston.

England chases down 371
runs to beat India in series

opener at Headingley

LEEDS. England brilliantly paced a mammoth
chase of 371 runs to beat India by five wickets
and take the series-opening Headingley test
on Tuesday with 14 overs to spare.England
pulled off the 10th highest successful run
chase in test history by playing clinically and
confidently on a fifth-day pitch and in
conditions, especially in the morning and
afternoon, that suited India's bowlers.Ben
Duckett's and Zak Crawley's magnificent
opening partnership of 188 — knocking off
more than half of the required runs —
underpinned a chase that was ultimately
finished in style by Jamie Smith's massive
knee-down six over long-on.After a
wicketless morning, pacers Prasidh Krishna
and Shardul Thakur were India's surprising
wicket-takers in the afternoon. When spinner
Ravindra Jadeja claimed captain Ben Stokes
after tea with 69 runs needed, the chase
finally became tense.But Joe Root, 53 not

out, and Smith, 44 not out, removed all drama
by hitting the remaining runs without giving
India a sniff.The odds were heavily against
England when it resumed the chase on a
gloomy morning on 21-0, needing 350 more
runs. But England strengthened its reputation
for gunning down big targets. It achieved its
12th successful run chase in 14 chances at
home under coach Brendon 'Baz'
McCullum.In a big year for England with
four more home tests against India followed
by the Ashes in Australia, England said it was
prioritizing winning over entertainment. And
this wasn't a typical "Bazball" crash-bang
chase, but grown up "Bazball," measured and
controlled. The asking run rate was just under
four an over and England stayed around it.

"What a mint test match," Stokes told the BBC.
"To get to day five and come home with the
win is amazing and what a game to be a part
of. A great start to the series.

New Zealanders hail Auckland City's amateurs as
'heroic’ after CWC draw with Boca Juniors

wo-Auckland lost 10-0 to Bayern
Munich and 6-0 to Benfica in its first
two matches, leading to questions
over FIFA's decision to allow a team
of part-timers to compete with the
professional superstars of world
Soccer.

WELLINGTON. It might not have been the

shot heard around the world but it was a goal
that reverbrated 13,000 kilometers (8,000
miles) away when Auckland City FC scored
Tuesday to draw 1-1 with Boca Juniors at the
FIFA Club World Cup.Christian Gray, a
trainee teacher at Mt. Roskill Intermediate
School in Auckland, rose to meet the corner
of Jerson Lagos, a barber, and headed in the
equalizer as the mostly-amateur team from
New Zealand held Diego Maradona's
fasmous old Argentine club to a draw.

Auckland lost 10-0 to Bayern Munich and 6-0

to Benfica in its first two matches, leading to
questions over FIFA's decision to allow a
team of part-timers from Oceania, it's

Liam Delap scores his 1st Chelsea goal i

3-0 win over Esperance in Club World Cup

w-Chelsea finished with six points, one
behind Group D leader Flamengo, and
will play Benfica on Saturday at
Charlotte, North Carolina, in the round of
16.

PHILADELPHIA. Liam Delap scored his
first goal for Chelsea and Enzo Fernandez
has two assists in a 3-0 win over Esperance
on Tuesday night that helped clinch a round-
of-16 berth in the Club World Cup.Tosin
Adarabioyo scored on a header from 7 yards
from Enzo Fernandez's free kick in the third
minute off first-half stoppage time. Delap
scored two minutes later, taking
Fernandez's pass with his back to the goal,
dribbling around Yassine Meriah and
slotting it past goalkeeper Bechir Ben Said.

Tyrique George scored from the top of the
circle seven minutes into second-half
stoppage time on a shot that went in off the
hands of Ben Said.A crowd of 32,967
attended the match at Lincoln Financial
Field on a 90-degree night during a heat
wave. There were hydration breaks in both

Club World Cup: Benfica beats Bayern
Munich in scorching heat to win Group (

CHARLOTTE. Andreas Schjelderup scored
in the 13th minute to give Benfica a 1-0
victory over Bayern Munich in scorching
heat on Tuesday, sending the Portuguese
club to the top of Group C in the Club World
Cup.The loss dropped Bayern Munich to
second place as Boca Juniors was

eliminated. The game was played in a 97 |

degree temperature (36 Celsius). Benfica
winger Gianluca Prestianni was attended by
the medical staff in the 25th minute due to
heat-related issues and was replaced in the
55th.Schjelderup ran onto a cross from
Fredrik Aursnes and scored with a right-
footed shot from near the penalty
spot.Bayern's Joshua Kimmich put the ball
in the net in the 61st minute but the goal was

smallest confederation, to compete with the
professional superstars of world soccer.

Even Auckland City's local paper, the New
Zealand Herald, joined the critics,
suggesting the team had "damaged Auckland
City FC's proud 20-year legacy" in -
FIFA events."It's been a trying few £
weeks," the Herald reported after
two defeats. "In the past, Auckland
City have been renowned for
punching above their weight on the |
global stage, while usually having |
a couple of outstanding g
individuals. That hasn't quite been
the case here."But Auckland City
left its best to last, producing an
outstanding performance to the &
satisfaction of FIFA president |
Gianni Infantino, who was among
the crowd at the match in |
Nashville.

"It's been a tough trip, you know, we've had
some tough results but just happy for the
team," Gray said. "I think we deserve it. We
got a little bit of respect back I hope.We rely
on volunteers, we don't have a lot of money
so I'm just happy that they're happy."

The New Zealand media hasn't paid close
attention to the Club World Cup, mostly
focused on the end of the Super Rugby

halves.

Key moment
Delap's goal was his first since the 22-year-old

joined Chelsea from Ipswich just before the
tournament.

Takeaways
Chelsea finished with six points, one behind

Group D leader Flamengo, and will play
Benfica on Saturday at Charlotte, North
Carolina, in the round of 16. Esperance
finished third in Group D and was

.

goalkeeper Anatoliy Trubin.

Bayern lost its first match of the tournament as
it struggled to find a rhythm ahead of the What they said
knockout stages later this week, despite a "Opponents play tough ... In the end when the

late attacking effort including a disallowed
goal.

disallowed because Harry Kane was in an Key moment
offside position in the line of sight of Schjelderup's early goal changed the

competition. Soccer takes a back seat in
rugby-mad New Zealand. But this result got
prominant coverage.Radio New Zealand
described the draw with Boca Juniors as
"stunning.""Thanks to Gray's heroics and

probably impossible," the newspaper wrote.
"But they have done it — against massive
odds.Anyone around the football world
coming across this result will be rubbing
their eyes in disbelief. But it's true. It's all
true."The Herald said Auckland
City "will leave the tournament on
a bit of a high, knowing that the

some incredibly committed defense,
Auckland City managed to pull off a result
that will reverberate strongly around the
football world," RNZ said. The New Zealand
Herald branded it "remarkable" and
"famous.""The squad of real estate agents,
teachers, sales reps, tradesmen and students
would have hoped they could make a mark
on the world stage while knowing it was

|

45

eliminated.

What they said
"Coming to this club of this size and getting

my first goal means everything to me. Every
goal is special, and this one is definitely up
there." — Chelsea forward Liam Delap."We
see that thepublic is always with us.
Esperance fans are always present when we
travel. There's great passion around the
club." — Esperance midfielder Mohamed
Wael Derbali.

dynamic. Though insufficient, Bayern
made an attacking effort that fell short
against Benfica's organized defense,
leaving the German champions unable to
find an equalizer despite increased
pressure in the second half.

Key stat

Bayern started only four of players from the
starting lineup in Friday's win over Boca
Juniors and introduced all five substitutes
at the start of the second half: Kane,
Kimmich, Konrad Laimer, Michael Olise
and Jonathan Tah.

goalkeeper is the man of the match, then you
did not do everything wrong." — Thomas
Miiller of Bayern Munich."It's an important
victory.

painful journey has been

worthwhile."A leading local news

website, Stuff, said Auckland City

"were rank outsiders against one of

South America's most famous

institutions.""Most of their team is

comprised of amateur players who
will be returning to their regular
jobs at home. But they went toe to
toe against one of South America's
largest professional clubs that was
home to Argentine icon Diego

Maradona."Television New

Zealand said Auckland City had
been "humiliated" in its first two matches at
the World Cup but their performance on
Tuesday was "heroic."

It's unlikely a story of the same magnitude will
be written in future. From now on Oceania
— which includes the likes of New Zealand,
Fiji and the Solomon Islands — will be
represented by a professional team.

India should play Kuldeep
Yadav in second Test:
Monty Panesar

NEW DELHI. Former England spinner Monty

anesar believes it's time for India to unleash
Kuldeep Yadav at the expense of seam-
bowling all-rounder Shardul Thakur in the
second Test in Birmingham where spin is
likely to play a biggerrole.

India lost the first Test on Tuesday at Leeds as the

hosts chased down a stiff 371 on the final day
courtesy a brilliant 149 by opener Ben
Duckett."At Edgbaston, India could probably
play (Ravindra) Jadeja and could actually go
for the X-factor spinner in Kuldeep Yadav...we
know that the Edgbaston wicket does turn a
little bit. So you have that bit of an X-factor,
which I think would be a better option. There's
something about him," Panesar told PTI
Videos.Panesar, who played a pivotal role in
England's last Test series win in India (2012),
feels the numbers are strongly in Kuldeep's
favour. The left-arm wrist-spinner has taken 56
wickets in just 13 Tests at an average of22.16.
Thakur, in comparison, has 33 wickets in 12
Tests at a costlier average 0f 29.36 and a strike
rate of 46.8."He doesn't need turning tracks.
This IPL showed that even without
exaggerated turn, he can bowl tough lines that
make life difficult for batters," he added.
Thakur bowled just 16 overs and took two
wickets giving away 89 runs in the first Test at
Leeds and failed to make a meaningful impact
with the bat, raising questions about his all-

round value on English pitches that are no
longer seaming as much."If Shardul Thakur is
only going to bowl six to eight overs and not
give you 15 overs in the day, there's no point in
playing him," Panesar pointed out.Pressed on
whether India should pick Kuldeep instead of
Jadeja, Panesar didn't hesitate.l think they
need to play Kuldeep because he has more of
an X factor. There's something about him.
Jadeja bowls too quickly. So I think, yeah, they
need to bring in Kuldeep Yadav instead of
Jadeja. He becomes the main attacking
option," he said.But Panesar acknowledged
India may hesitate to play only one spinner,
especially given Jadeja's ability to contain
runs.] just think India won't go with that.

We need to give them time: Gambhir
on India's mis-firing pace attack

«« Gambhir felt that Prasidh, who

got five wickets in the match
despite going for plenty of runs,
has "all the ingredients of
becoming a very good Test match
bowler".

LEEDS. The lack of depth in India's bowling
resources was exposed during the opening
Test defeat to England but head coach
Gautam Gambhir has urged critics to give the
inexperienced pace attack more time in its
"early days".Barring Jasprit Bumrah, who
got five wickets in England's first innings,
none of the other bowlers looked penetrative
as the hosts chased down a target of 371 with
minimum fuss on the fifth and final day of the

match on Tuesday.The pace trio of Prasidh
Krishna, Mohammed Siraj and Shardul
Thakur was not consistent enough with the
line and length."We will have to give them
time. Earlier, we used to have four fast
bowlers in the squad with an experience of
more than 40 Tests. It doesn't make such a
big impact in one-day or T20 matches, but
when you go to Australia, England, or South
Africa for Tests, experience matters," said
Gambhir following the loss."These are early
days. If we start judging our bowlers after

every Test, how will we develop a bowling
attack? Outside Bumrah and Siraj, we don't |
have that much experience, but they (the |

got five wickets in the match despite going

for plenty of runs, has "all the ingredients of

becoming a very good Test match bowler".
He also defended Shardul Thakur, who just

others) have quality, which is why they arein

this dressing room."But we have got to keep
backing them because it's not about one tour.
It's about building a fast-bowler battery that
can serve India for a long time in Test
cricket."

Also part of the squad, Arshdeep Singh is yet to

aplay a Test while Harshit Rana has featured
in only two games.He felt that Prasidh, who

bowled 16 overs in the entire match with only
six overs in the first innings."Sometimes
captain goes with his instincts and Ravindra
Jadeja gave us control in the first innings,
that was important and we could rotate our
three pacers at the other end," he said."We
know what is Shardul's quality and that is
why he is playing for India and is in the

dressing room. Just because he is the fourth
seamer does not necessarily mean that he has
to be brought ahead of a spinner. A captain
went by his instinct and depending on
surface, we were playing."Sometimes
people fail: Gambhir on lower-orderTwo
late batting collapses in as many innings
cost India dearly in the series opener.

They were on course to amass 600 in their first

innings but ended up with 471, losing seven
wickets for 41 runs.In the second innings,
the visitors lost six for 31 to allow England
to come back in the game once again."First
of all, I'll tell you it's not that they were not
applying themselves," Gambhir said of the
tail."Sometimes people fail, and that's okay.
I know it is disappointing and more
importantly, I think they are more
disappointed than anyone. Because they
knew that we had the opportunity. If we had
got up to 570, 580 in the first innings, we
could have dominated from there."It's not
that they're not working hard in the nets as
well.
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Ankita Lokhande’s Banter With 9%

subair

And Reem Shaikh Is All Things Fun

ﬁ nkita Lokhande has been winning hearts with her culinary art and <

AR

L 3
¥ ol

-
-

hilarious punchlines in the cooking-based reality show, Laughter Chefs:

Unlimited Entertainment Season 2. In the show, she is paired with her
husband, Vicky Jain. As the season is about to conclude soon, the actress gave
special marriage advice to her co-contestants Jannat Zubair and Reem Shaikh
and it will surely leave you in stitches.

In a video shared by the makers on Instagram, Ankita is seen lip-syncing to the
funny audio, “Zabaan chalaogi na shaadi nahi hogi tumhari fir (You won’t get
married if you speak too much)." Replying to this, Jannat and Reem, too, lip-
synced to the audio, “Apki kaise hui fir (Then how did you got married),"
leaving the actress breaking into mock tears and the viewers in splits.Sharing the
clip, the makers wrote in the caption, “Shaadi ka laddu tasty ho yaa naa ho but
Laughter Chefs mein entertainment ka dose toh ekdum perfect milta hai!"As
soon as the makers dropped the clip, the comment section was flooded with

/

4N/
reactions from fans and admirers. An Instagram user wrote, “Jannat rocked
Ankita Shocked." Another one commented, “Ankita looking so beautiful.”
Some fans expressed their disappointment over the show going off air soon. One
of them shared, “We’ll miss this after some days.”

Apart from the trio, Laughter Chefs 2 also features an ensemble cast including
Krushna Abhishek, Kashmera Shah, Abhishek Kumar, Samarth Jurel, Ali Goni,
Rubina Dilaik, Rahul Vaidya, Sudesh Lehari, Nia Sharma, Karan Kundira,
Elvish Yadav and Vicky Jain. Notably, Mannara Chopra and Abdu Rozik were
also a part of the show but left midway.

According to Siasat.com, Aly Goni and Reem Shaikh have emerged as the winners
of this season of Laughter Chefs 2. The two joined the show midway and
instantly became fans’ favourites. Aly got the most Stars this season,
demonstrating his culinary prowess and comedic timing.

The first runner-up spot has been secured by Karan Kundrra and Elvish Yadav.
while Rubina Dilaik and Rahul Vaidya got the third spot, according to
Siasat.com, citing insiders. However, the makers are yet to confirm the same.

-

i hile the buzz around Housefull 5
I ' continues, Jacqueline Fernandez has
another reason to celebrate. This time,

17

on the international stage. The actress was
honoured at the 2025 edition of the Italian
Global Series Festival (IGSF) in Rimini, where
she was recognised for her contribution to
cinema during the festival’s grand opening
night.

Sharing her joy online, Jacqueline posted
photos from the prestigious event and penned
a heartfelt message reflecting on the power of
cinema. “Cinema as an art for me is not just
about storytelling but a way to connect people
across time, language, and continents. To be
acknowledged for helping share that with the
world means more than words can express!
Grazie di cuore #IGSF2025
#ItalianGlobalSeriesFestival #Openingnight
#TVseries#InEmiliaRomagna," she wrote.
The IGSF, known for celebrating excellence in
both television and film on a global platform,
saw Jacqueline among a select group of
distinguished awardees this year. Being
included in such company was clearly a
moment of pride for the Kick actress, who
added in her post, “@igsfestival it was an
honour to be awarded here in Rimini at your
prestigious event with all the extraordinary
awardees in attendance. Here’s to many more
moments for us to celebrate cinema across the
globe."

iofessionally, Jacqueline has been keeping
busy. She recently appeared in Housefull 5, a

-
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crueling Farnandsz

Felicitated At Italian Global
Series Festival, Calls It An Honour

comedy blockbuster directed by Tarun
Mansukhani, which released on June 6, 2025.
The film featured an ensemble cast including
Akshay Kumar, Sanjay Dutt, Riteish
Deshmukh, and more.

In addition, she also starred in the web series Hai
Junoon! Dream. Dare. Dominate, directed by
Abhishek Sharma, alongside Neil Nitin
Mukesh and Boman Irani.Jacqueline

Fernandez is a Sri Lankan actress who has
made a successful career in the Indian
entertainment industry. She has also featured in
music videos and appeared on various reality
shows. Raised in Bahrain, Jacqueline later
pursued a degree in mass communication at the
University of Sydney. She began her
professional journey as a television reporter in
Sri Lanka before transitioning into the world of
modelling. In 2006, she earned the title of Miss
Universe Sri Lanka and went on to represent
her country at the Miss Universe pageant the
same year.

ctress and singer Shruti Haasan raised
eyebrows on Monday, June 24, 2025,

Shruti Haasan’s X Account
Hacked? Actress Posts Bizarre
Tweets About Memecoins

after a series of unusual tweets
appeared on her official X (formerly known as
Twitter) account. They were memecoins and
cryptocurrency-related content. The sudden
posts have led fans to speculate that her
account may have been hacked.The tweets,
which were entirely out of character and
unrelated to the actress’s usual content,
included phrases like “Wait... @mcuban
really dropped a memecoin? Just spotted it on
(@JaredDudley619, assistant coach of the
Mavs.”

It had vague
mentions of
CI'ypIOCLIITEﬂC
y projects.
None of the
p os ts
provided
context or
explanations.

While Shruti
Haasan has
not issued an
official
statement yet,
many believe
her account
was compromised. Some fans even took to the
comments to ask if her account was hacked.
As of now, the questionable tweets remain on
her timeline, and no clarification has been
provided by her team or representatives.

Meanwhile, Shruti is gearing up for her next
big-screen outing in the much-anticipated
Coolie, directed by Lokesh Kanagaraj and
starring the legendary Rajinikanth. The film is
slated to release on August 14, and
expectations are already running high.

When Alia Bhatt
Admitted She 'Loved’
Sidharth Malhotra: ‘I'm
Not Nachaoing Him...

1

. i'-

lia Bhatt and Sidharth Malhotra shared

undeniable on-screen chemistry when

they debuted in Student of the Year
(2012), the film that launched both their
careers under Karan Johar. Their connection
deepened during Kapoor & Sons (2016), and
rumours of an off-screen romance emerged
around the same time . Despite neither
confirming it outright, they were often referred
to as one of Bollywood’s cutest pairs.

By 2017, their alleged one-year relationship
ended, with Alia Bhatt later describing their
split as mature and amicable. Before the
breakup, Alia and Sidharth starred in Kapoor &
Sons and during an interview with Rediff, she
opened up on dating him. She had said, I love
him, there’s no stress. | am not nachaoing
(making him dance to my tune) him, in films or
inreal life.”

Post break, she said, in a chat with DNA, “I have
a lot of love and respect for Sidharth. I have
known him for a long time and there’s too
much history between us. Honestly, there will
never be issues. We have witnessed several
milestones of our lives together. There are no
bad vibes."

Sidharth echoed that sentiment during an
appearance on Koffee With Karan, calling their
breakup civil while talking about the shared
history. “1 don’t think it’s bitter. We haven’t
really met after that, to be honest. And it’s civil.
[t’s been a while and it happens... just like any
other relationship. I have known her for much
longer. 1 did know her much before, even
before we were dating," he said.

Following the breakup, Alia and Sidharth
distanced themselves personally, although they
reconnected briefly at a Bollywood event in
2019, which Alia described as “extremely
normal".

Both Alia and Sidharth have embraced married
life wholeheartedly. Alia Bhatt found love with
actor Ranbir Kapoor.

The couple got married in an intimate ceremony
at their Mumbai home in April 2022. Later that
same year, in November, Alia and Ranbir
welcomed their first child, a daughter named
Raha Kapoor. Meanwhile, Sidharth Malhotra
married actress Kiara Advani in early 2023 in
an intimate ceremony. They’re now expecting
their first child.
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