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Has India forgotten the
'smart power' lessons
Narasimha Rao employed

Congress May Have Finally Solved Its Tharoor Dilemma In Kerala

With the Nilambur by-election in the bag, maybe the Congress can finally put the sordid Tharoor saga behind it and concentrate on the challenging panchayat and assembly elections looming ahead.

The Congress party's victory in Kerala's Nilambur by-

A spectacular display of strategic autonomy in
world politics appeared on Sunday at the United
Nations Security Council emergency session after
the US-led strikes on Iranian nuclear sites.
Pakistan joined hands with Russia and China to
propose a resolution demanding an “immediate
and unconditional ceasefire”. While the draft
resolution did not explicitly name the US or Israel,
it condemned the attacks on Iranian nuclear
facilities.To pass, the resolution requires the
backing of at least nine members— which it has
reportedly secured—but also not attract any veto
by the permanent members. That proviso makes it
a non-starter, since the US won’t censure itself.
Nonetheless, it is an astonishingly assertive
display of strategic autonomy by Pakistan within a
week after the lunch hosted by US President
Donald Trump for Pakistan’s army chief General
Asim Munir at the White House and their one-on-
one conversation. Trump has a way of intimidating
people positively or negatively. He could not find
time to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
the sidelines of G7 summit last week, but instead
invited him to the White House. Trump probably
intended to get Modi and Munir together, which
would have been a feather on his cap as a
‘mediator’. So typical of Trump! But Modi
preferred to visit ‘Mahaprabhu’s land’, Odisha.

How does Gen Munir get away with such blatantly
provocative ‘multi-alignment’—to borrow
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s coinage?
The answer is that the exceptional hospitality
Munir received at the White House did not cloud
his firm judgement about the highest importance
of Islamabad acting—and be seen as acting—as
Iran’s best friend in the neighbourhood at such a
time of trial and tribulation in that country’s
2,700-year history, when it faces an existential
threat from the US-Israel juggernaut.

Alas, India lacks such clarity of mind about the
importance of Iran. Some 30 years ago, the UN
arena in Geneva witnessed another diplomatic
pirouette involving Pakistan and Iran, when Iran
killed an Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
resolution sponsored by Pakistan at the UNHRC
condemning India’s alleged human rights
violations in Kashmir. Iran was responding to an
Indian request made personally by Jaishankar’s
then predecessor, the late Dinesh Singh. I had
accompanied Singh on that historic
mission— " historic’ because Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao had ordered such a diplomatic
initiative on the basis of a meticulous assessment
that the OIC resolution had a good chance of
getting approval at the UNHRC, which, we
feared, might lead to the reopening of Kashmir file
at the Security Council in New York. Neither
Boris Yeltsin’s Russia nor Bill Clinton’s America
was a dependable friend at that time.Rao, our only
statesman who draws comparison with Jawaharlal
Nehru in sheer erudition, took that audacious
decision since he was a scholar-politician-
diplomat himself who spoke Persian and was
deeply immersed in Iran’s history to comprehend
the subtlety and sophistication of the Iranian
mind—and its intense desire for a close
relationship with India. Fortunately, in Singh, too,
we had a rare foreign minister who genuinely
believed in India’s independent foreign policy and
strategic autonomy. Indeed, Rao and Singh made
a great combination as statesmen. Although
neither wasted time spinning airy geostrategies to
educate their peer groups in western capitals, they
were real practitioners of what Joseph Nye would
call ‘smart power’ in politics.Suffice to say, not
only did Iran support us, but they also arranged an
impromptu meeting for Singh with China’s
foreign minister Qian Qichen, who happened to
be in Tehran on that day. To our great delight,
Qian, who was a politburo member too, told Singh
that Kashmir was a backlog of colonial history
and a purely bilateral issue between India and
Pakistan that ought to be resolved by the two
countries directly.

election has pretty much sealed the fate of its high-profile
dissident Lok Sabha MP from the state capital, Shashi
Tharoor. The Thiruvananthapuram MP had deliberately
boycotted the campaign on the plea that he was "not
invited" to address any rallies. The Congress won
anyway, wresting the seat back from the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) (CPI-M) with a handsome
margin of more than 11,000 votes.The outcome is a huge
morale booster for the Congress, coming as it does a few
months before next year's crucial assembly polls, which
the party hopes to win and end its losing streak in the state
elections that followed the big 2024 battle last summer.

The 'Tharoor Effect'
The verdict also lays to rest fears of the

Tharoor effect in Kerala, because of which
the Congress leadership had been handling
him with care despite his flirtation with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and his
defiant admission of "differences" with his
party.One swallow does not make a
summer. The win in Nilambur is no
guarantee of a state-wide victory for the
Congress in Kerala's complex
demographic landscape. The next big
hurdle for the Congress is the upcoming
panchayat polls due towards the end of the
year.Five years ago, the CPI(M)-led Left
Democratic Front (LDF) had swept these
elections, paving the way for its stunning
second consecutive victory in the
assembly face-off that followed a few
months later.The LDF is no pushover, and
as the numbers in Nilambur show, it put up
a strong fight despite the presence of a
rebel candidate who cut into its votes. The
Congress, therefore, dare not rest on its
Nilambur laurels and depend on anti-
incumbency - visible in the by-poll - to see it through the
panchayat elections first and then the assembly face-
off. However, what the Congress party's success in
Nilambur has done is to render Tharoor less relevant in its
political calculations for both battles. Congress circles
are confident that he has lost his damage potential and
that going ahead, they can afford to ignore him.

The Post-Op Sindoor Outreach
Perhaps Tharoor had an inkling of the Nilambur outcome

and read the writing on the wall. It is significant that on
the morning of the result day, an article penned by him
appeared in an English newspaper widely read in the
South, in which he called Prime Minister Modi "a prime
asset for India on the global stage".The article was

ostensibly about the Modi government's post-Op Sindoor
outreach, in which Tharoor led one of the seven
international delegations that travelled across the world.
There, he heaped praises on the Prime Minister for "his
energy, dynamism and willingness to engage". In what is
being seen as an oblique disapproval of his party's
repeated criticism of the government, Tharoor said the
PM "deserves greater backing".

Congress Indifferent?
Perhaps the Congress was busy celebrating its Nilambur

win because, for the first time since Tharoor began his
campaign to needle his party, regular baiters like Jairam
Ramesh did not carp about the fulsome compliments for

Modi from one of their own MPs. In fact, few bothered to
respond to what Tharoor wrote.

This was in sharp contrast to the daily war of words that
broke out between Tharoor and his critics in the party,

such as Ramesh and Pawan Khera, to name a few, while
the Thiruvanthapuram MP was jetting his way around the

American continent extolling the virtues of Operation

Sindoor.Congress spokespersons lost no opportunity to
mock Tharoor, and he responded in kind. The petty level
ofthe exchanges caused much mirth in BJP circles, which
could not hide their glee that yet another favourite of the
Gandhi family had turned rogue and was giving his party
sleepless nights.

What's Next?
Many in the Congtess feel that the Nilambur verdict may be

Hate crime bill needs balanced execution

a wake-up call for Tharoor. Is he on the margins of
irrelevance in Kerala?

Tharoor's main dilemma now is this: he's lost his exalted

status in the Congress, and the CPI(M) will not have him.
But is the BJP ready to accommodate him, and if yes, in
what capacity? At one point, there was speculation that
Tharoor would be useful for the BJP to make a
breakthrough in Kerala, which has been off-limits to the
party since the state's inception despite an active RSS and
ABVPpresence.

Why ABJP Journey Won't Be Smooth
There are two difficulties here. One is Tharoor's own

diminished stature in the state after he butted heads with
his party in Nilambur and came off
badly. The other is the BJP's
politics. The party ran a polarising
campaign in Nilambur, in which it
accused both the Congress and the
CPI(M) of pandering to Islamic
fundamentalists and extremist
elements. It had hoped to woo
both Hindu and Christian votes in
the constituency through high-
voltage propaganda. However,
voters weren't happy. The BJP's
candidate, Mohan George, not
only polled marginally fewer
votes than in the last election but
even lost his security deposit.

Congress Gets Some Breathing
Space

Nilambur is an assembly segment in
Priyanka Vadra's Wayanad Lok
Sabha constituency. It has been a
traditional Congress stronghold,
but in the last two assembly
elections, the seat was won by the
LDF.

It is populated by Hindus and Muslims in roughly equal

numbers and has a sizable Christian population as well. An
initial study of the results suggests the Muslims
consolidated in large numbers behind the Congress. The
party also retained the support of the Christians.

Congress circles hope that if this pattern repeats itself in

other parts of Kerala, it will be able to recapture the state
after a decade out in the cold.With the Nilambur by-
election in the bag, maybe the Congress can finally put the
sordid Tharoor saga behind it and concentrate on the
challenging panchayat and assembly elections looming
ahead. For the party to retain political relevance, it is vital
that it wins both polls and proves that it is still a force to
reckon with, at least in the southern states.

The law aims to suppress prejudice, and could have a sobering effect on fringe political elements whose vitriolic speeches lead to sharp divisions

The Karnataka government intends to take on the new- =

age maladies of hate speech, hate crimes and fake =
news with two bills. The Karnataka Misinformation
and Fake News (Prohibition) Bill proposes to make
the spreading of fake news a non-bailable, cognisable
offence. Meanwhile, the Karnataka Hate Speech and
Hate Crimes (Prevention and Control) Bill, modelled
along a similar national law, defines hate crime as an
act that “causes harm, incites violence, or spreads
hatred based on identity markers such as religion,
caste, gender, sexual orientation, tribe, language or
disability”’; hate speech is defined as “any form of
communication—verbal, written, visual or
digital—that is intended to promote hostility or incite
harm”. The former bill would include content shared
on digital media and make social media platforms,
telecom operators and internet service providers
liable to face legal action, with up to three years in
prison and a fine of ?5,000. Spreading fake news online
could invite prison terms of up to seven years and a fine of
up to 710 lakh.

It is commendable that the government is taking on the

——

hydra-headed monster called fake news, which feeds on
itself and has become the cause of much social discord.
The law aims to suppress prejudice, and could have a
sobering effect on fringe political elements whose

Hearing Kashmir's call for progress

Following the Pahalgam attack, Kashmiris united in an unprecedented manner to condemn terrorism. It highlighted the social cohesion and empowerment reflected in

vitriolic speeches lead to sharp divisions.
“Hurting religious sentiments” has become an
oft-used phrase while targeting certain
communities or castes, and is interpreted at will.
The new laws are likely to bring in clear
definitions of hurt and hate, and aid law-
enforcing agencies in discerning malicious
cases.

While it is almost impossible to filter through the
vast folds of social and other media, the
proposed laws give district authorities sweeping
powers to crack down on offenders. They are
expected to face resistance on the grounds of
protecting the freedom of speech. A balanced
implementation would be essential, as the laws
could be misused against honest expression and
as a political tool. The drafts exempt artistic
works, academic research, factual journalistic

reporting and religious discourse, provided the content

does not incite violence. It is laudable that the government
is making a concerted effort to rein in communalism and
foster an atmosphere of positivity.

last year’s Lok Sabha and assembly elections. It shows that Kashmiris’ yearning for empowerment can’t be easily doused now

In the prevailing wilderness of global and national
events, public attention has partly shifted away
from the Pahalgam terror strike that was followed
by the response of Operation Sindoor only a few
weeks ago. What may have gone unnoticed are a
few signs of a move back to normalcy shown in
Jammu and Kashmir.For one, the opening of the
world’s tallest rail bridge over the Chenab was an
affirmation that Kashmir would move forward
undeterred. Tourism is again picking up. Yet,
irrespective of this, anxieties and emotions
triggered by the terror attack will take time to
settle—both among the local population and
visitors.More than any guarantee from outside,
what provides assurance is the newfound beliefand
determination of the Kashmiri people. Candlelight
vigils, shutdowns and community leaders leading
the castigation of terrorism were signs of a sure
shift from past trends. There were processions of
condemnation in every corner of the valley in the
aftermath of the attack. The strong, united response
against terrorism appeared to be an extension of the
spirit of electoral participation seen last year.

The tenacity of this new Kashmir was significantly
drawn from the two spotless elections in 2024, first
for Lok Sabha and later for the assembly. There
were no complaints of fatigue among the people
even though the two elections were held in short
succession. Campaigning by the parties and
candidates was as combative as it could be, with a
significantly larger number of candidates,
especially women, hitting the ground than in the
past.The voter turnouts carried a powerful
message. The five Lok Sabha constituencies saw a
turnout of 58.58 percent. For the 90-member

assembly, it went as high as 63.88 percent. Border
constituencies, including the 470 polling stations
near the Line of Control returned remarkably high
turnouts. Assembly segments of Pulwama,
Zainapora and Eidgah, saddled with a history of
militancy and boycotts, registered 10
percent higher polling than in 2014. There
was not a single repoll and no violence.
Befittingly, the election in the territory was
termed “Jashn-e-jamhuriyat”, a celebration
of democracy.Elections in the erstwhile state
of J&K were marked by protests, boycotts,
threats and fear, which led to low turnouts.
Contrasted with allegations of poll-rigging
and a sense that the elections were imposed
by the authorities, the two elections last year
had the semblance of a choice made by the |
people, of the people and for the people.
After the process, there were no grievances
from any candidate, winner or loser, or even
the ever-intrusive J&K watchers. There were
no complaints about unnecessary detention
or high-handedness.

These were no consolation elections either,
customised for any constrained zone. The ‘gold
standard’ of election management was equally
applied. Ensuring accuracy of the electoral roll,
strict enforcement of the model code, capture of
money and drugs, facilitation of voters including
home voting for the needy, webcasting of
polls—each bit meticulously followed. Not taking
away from the special sensitivity about the Union
Territory, the elections were like anywhere in India.
The achievement would look taller if seen against
the complex background of bifurcation of the

fill |

erstwhile state, abrogation of Article 370 and
delimitation of constituencies that preceded the
polls.However, the electoral process is not the main
point of discussion. Both the character and
outcome of the two elections was a collective

yearning for peace and progress, that went much
beyond voting action—a rejuvenation of the force
of the people who themselves led the process,
writing a chapter of vindication. The Election
Commission described the exercise as
“underscoring a renewed spirit of civic
participation and hope for a new era with people
deciding their own future”.

The assembly election made it clear that the people of
the valley have taken responsibility for their own
lives, veering away from the gun and choosing
peace and progress instead. Citizens were, in a way,

giving a reply to the elements of dissonance and
sabotage both inside and outside the country. The
consensus among political parties for holding the
elections suggested a unity of purpose.

While being a battleground of political ideas, polls
do create a social cohesion that is valuable.
Stability and energy generated by free and
fair elections can galvanise a whole
community to push forward development
and reconstruction. J&K elections have
created a resounding trail of community
strength that can overcome shocks like the
Pahalgam massacre and jumpstart
normalcy.

Alevel of nrmalcy is ordinarily a prerequisite
for conducting elections. At the same time,
elections augment normalcy and add to its
quality and endurance, by endowing it with
legitimacy. Jammu and Kashmir has
accrued this capital which should help it see
through aberrations like Pahalgam in a
social and political sense and help buttress
security even while the state may have its

arsenal in paused readiness.The terror attack was a

manifest attempt to disrupt peace and distract

people, especially the youth from the democratic
and developmental path they so decisively chose
through the two elections. The good thing is that the
successful conduct of elections has fortified the
polity and the society of Kashmir against these and
other challenges, big or small, present or future.

Hopes born out of the democratic churning of 2024

are likely to keep growing; not to be doused by odd

voices or acts of insinuation and skepticism from
outside or within.
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Hiding income or making
wrong claims Your ITR could
attract a 200% penalty

New Delhi. It’s that time of the year again when
taxpayers across the country start filing their Income
Tax Returns (ITR). But hold on. If you’re all set to hit
submit, take a moment and double-check your return.
Under the new ITR rules, even a small mistake or a
false claim can lead to big trouble.

Ifataxpayer hides actual income, a200% penalty on the
tax evaded is charged for misreporting. For
underreporting, the penalty is 50% of the tax owed
under Section 270A, as mentioned by
ClearTax.Sounds serious? It is. That’s why you need
to be extra careful while filing your ITR, as even
minor errors can result in significant financial
consequences. Therefore, taxpayers must be vigilant
and ensure all information is accurate to avoid hefty
penalties.

COMMON MISTAKES INITRFILING

One of the primary areas of concern is the tendency of
taxpayers to claim deductions under Section 80C
without adequate proof or documentation.

Additionally, issues arise when taxpayers declare false
House Rent Allowance (HRA) claims or list personal
expenses as business expenses. Such practices can
lead to severe penalties, regardless of the taxpayer's
intentions or errors.Moreover, failing to report
earnings from freelancing, crypto, or side jobs in your
ITR may attract strict penalties. Make sure nothing is
left out.

AVOIDING PENALTIES

To avoid incurring penalties, taxpayers should ensure
that all claims are backed by legitimate
documentation. Mistakes made by a Chartered
Accountant (CA) or consultant do not exempt
taxpayers from liability. The law holds the taxpayer
accountable, not the person who prepared the return.

Therefore, it is imperative for individuals to review
their tax returns meticulously before submission. This
proactive approach can safeguard against potential
errors and subsequent penalties.

Airtel says new fraud
detection system shielded

3.5 million users in Delhi-
NCR

NEW DELHI. Telecom operator Airtel on Thursday
said its advanced fraud detection system has
protected over 3.5 million users in Delhi-NCR within
43 days of launch of the new tool.

The statement assumes significance given the rising
instances of digital frauds where unsuspecting users
are lured online and deceived by scamsters
leveraging advanced techniques, malicious links and
fake profiles."As part of the nationwide rollout of its
Al-powered fraud detection system, Airtel has
successfully safeguarded more than 3.5 million users
across the state, within just 43 days of launching its
advanced fraud detection system," Airtel said in a
release.The system, automatically enabled for all
Airtel mobile and broadband customers, scans and
filters links across SMS, WhatsApp, Telegram,

; “ -

Facebook, Instagram, e-mail, and other browsers.

"It leverages real-time threat intelligence to examine
over | billion URLs daily and blocks access to
harmful sites in under 100 milliseconds," the telco
informed.

Gold prices keep falling
after Israel-Iran ceasefire:
Check the latest rates

Kolkata. Gold prices kept declining on Thursday, June
26 as the tension in West Asia seemed to ebb after the
ceasefire between Israel and Iran was not violated for
another day despite some rumblings to the contrary.
According to market information, the price of the
yellow metal fell by Rs 1,800 per 10 gms compared to
the level at the beginning of the week. According to
IBJA (India Bullion and Jewellers Association) data,
the spot price of gold of the 999 variety fell below Rs
97,200 per 10 grams on Wednesday. It touched Rs
97,030 today June 26 in morning trade.According to
data from the All India Sarafa Association, gold prices
slipped Rs 300 to Rs 98,600 per 10 grams in New
Delhi on Wednesday. Weak global trends prompted
stockists to sell the metal, triggering the decline, said
analysts.Gold 999 rates over the past few daysin

India, gold prices have been falling since June 23 after
the uneasy ceasefire agreement between Israel and
Iran. According to IBJA (India Bullion and Jewellers
Association) data, the price of 10 gms of gold 999
variety is as follows:The price of gold breached Rs 1
lakh per 10 gms for the first time on April 22 following
the continuous uncertainty triggered by the retaliatory
trade tariffs of US President Donald Trump. Analysts
pointed out that though the prices have declined now,
the markets will be on the lookout for any uptick in
trade-related tensions and rising geopolitical risks in
the coming weeks. It needs to be reiterated that
Trump’s tariffs have merely been suspended and not
cancelled. Some analysts pointed out that gold could
stay in the band of Rs 96,000 and Rs 98,500.

“The second quarter of 2025 was a

NSE Nifty climbed 131.60 points,

Both indices have risen nearly 1% over

Indian banks still prefer funding fossil fuels
project amid rising risk to investment: Report

An analysis shows that
public banks provided
roughly 75% of the coal
loans while private banks
financed roughly 83% of
the total underwriting.

NEW DELHI. Even as India aggressively
pushes for a clean energy transition,
Indian banks have substantially financed
fossil fuel and coal-fired power
projects—totalling approximately USD
29 billion between 2016 and
2023—which could hinder and
complicate the path to achieving net-zero
emissions, states a recent report.Prepared

Housing sales drop 20% across top 7
cities in Q2 2025 as prices stay high

by Climate Risk Horizon, a Bangalore-
based non-profit organisation that
monitors climate-related risks for
investors, the report highlights that the
State Bank of India (SBI) and private
lenders such as Axis Bank and ICICI
Bank were among the top financiers of
coal.Titled “Stuck in the Past: Coal Ties
Hinder Indian Banks’ Energy Transition”
the report indicates that India’s leading
banks invested around USD 29 billion in
coal during the specified period. Of this
amount, approximately USD 15.2 billion
was provided as coal loans, while USD
13.5 billion was allocated to coal
underwriting servicesFurther segregating
the data, the analysis shows that public
banks provided roughly 75% of the coal
loans while private banks financed
roughly 83% of the total
underwriting.According to the report,
over these eight years, the amount of coal
loans fluctuated significantly. Still, coal
underwriting by Indian banks remained
relatively stable with an average of USD
1.7 billion per year.Underwriting service
is a process of mitigating risk for financial

transactions by financial institutions by
guaranteeing repayment in case of
damage or financial loss.Data shows that
underwriting has become the dominant

channel for financing coal globally.“In
India, higher indirect coal financing by
private banks indicates a continued desire
to profit from the climate-changing fuel,
albeit with a lower risk exposure given the
coal sector’s historical volatility,” said
Anusha Das, co-author of the report.

The report analysed that over 200 Financial

Institutions worldwide—including more
than 80 banks—have adopted coal

skewed supply dampening sales—hut softening rates and easing tensions may turn the tide.

exclusion policies to align with
decarbonisation and Net Zero goals. In
India, Federal Bank, RBL Bank, and
Suryoday Small Finance Bank have set an
example by adopting coal exclusion
policies.However, most banks have
25-35% of their loan books tied to
coal, which raises serious concerns
about their commitment to
transitioning to clean energy and
threatens investment.For instance,
declining price of renewable energy
compare to coal energy and stricter
environmental scrutiny further
stressed the debt of coal-power
sector.According to the report,
between 2016 and 2020, major
Indian and foreign investors such as
HDFC Mutual Funds and ICICI
Prudential lost an estimated USD 3 billion
in foregone earnings because of the
underperformance of coal sector
stocks.The data related to lending to coal-
related projects was collected from open
sources and Urgewald, a German non-
profit advocating environmental and
human rights organisation.

Nvidia overtakes Microsoft
as world's most valuable
company after 4% surge

New Delhi.
company in the world after a sharp rise in its share
price on Wednesday. The chipmaker's stock went

Nvidia has become the most valuable

. A sluggish Q2 masked early signs of recovery in India's housing market, with rising prices, cautious buyers, and

New Delhi. Housing sales across India’s
top seven cities declined 20% year-on-
year in Q2 2025, with approximately
96,285 units sold compared to over 1.2
lakh units in the same period last year,
according to the latest data from
ANAROCK Research. On a quarterly
basis, however, sales saw a modest 3%
rise.

rollercoaster for the Indian housing
market,” said Anuj Puri, Chairman,
ANAROCK Group. “The war-like
climate pushed homebuyers into wait-
and-watch mode, compounding the
impact of soaring property prices over
the past two years.”Puri attributed the
soft Q2 sentiment to geopolitical
tensions such as Operation Sindoor and

continued price escalation across key
markets. “Buyers paused, not
disappeared,” he added. “Now, with
domestic tensions easing and the RBI’s
repo rate cut injecting fresh optimism,
sentiment is already beginning to turn.”

CITY-LEVEL TRENDSAmong the

seven major cities, only Chennai

bucked the national trend, recording an
11% annual sales increase to around
5,660 units. The city also saw a sharp
40% rise from the previous quarter. In
contrast, sales in MMR and Pune,
which together contributed nearly half
ofall homes sold in Q2, fell by 25% and

27% year-on-year, respectively.
the Iran-Israel conflict, along with Bengaluru saw sales rise slightly (1%)

from the previous quarter but was still
8% below last year’s numbers.
Hyderabad posted a 9% quarterly rise
but dropped 27% annually. Kolkata saw
the steepest sequential fall at 10%.

LAUNCHES AND PRICE

TRENDSDevelopers launched 98,625
new units in Q2 2025, a 16% drop year-

on-year, as they responded to subdued
demand. MMR led in fresh supply with
over 28,000 units but saw a 36% annual
decline. NCR was the only city with a
supply uptick—launches rose 69%
quarter-on-quarter and 10% year-on-
year, driven heavily by high-end
projects.“New supply continues to
skew towards the upper end of the
spectrum,” Puri said. Luxury and
ultra-luxury homes (above Rs 1.5
crore) accounted for 46% of new
launches, while the affordable
segment (below Rs 40 lakh) made up
just 12%. “This clear supply mismatch
is pricing out large sections of the
middle-income market.” Average
residential prices in the top cities rose
11% year-on-year, with NCR leading
the surge at 27%, followed by
Bengaluru (12%) and Hyderabad
(11%). However, quarterly price
growth has begun to moderate, coming
in at just 1%.“If prices remain in check
and financing costs stay favourable,
housing demand should bounce back in
the second half of the year,” Puri noted.

Markets gain for third straight
session as Indian benchmarks rise

CHENNALI Indian equity benchmarks

rose on Thursday, extending their two-
day rally amid hopes of a ceasefire
between Israel and Iran, despite weak
cues from Asian markets. BSE
Sensex, which rose 502 points in the
early trade, settled at 83116.14, up
360.63 points or 0.44% at 12.03 noon.

reaching 25,376.35, marking a
0.57%?gain for the session.

the previous two sessions,
approaching nine-month highs.Key

commodity-linked stocks.

June monthly F&O contracts expire

However, MSCI index was mixed,

slipping 0.2% before firming modestly.

tomorrow, adding volatility especially Sectoraction inIndia
near 25,400-25,500 levels. Cumulative  Metals outperformed (+1%) benefiting

drivers behind the rally have been | A

hopes of a ceasefire between Israel
and Iran, which has calmed
geopolitical risk—and lifted global
sentiment. Weakening dollar and bond
market softness bolstered metals and

foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
selling of over Rs 9,500?crore in the
past three sessions remains a headwind.

from weak dollar dynamics.
Financials & large-caps like HDFC
Bank (+0.7%) and Reliance
(+1.3%) advanced.

Defense stocks also gained 1-2%,
fueled by global defense spending
positivity.

3 But, June derivative contract expiry is

tomorrow—expect last-hour

swings. Despite rally, foreign

capital is still leaving—a drag on

near-term momentum.Market

experts expect the day to open
positively, backed by the GIFT Nifty’s
40-point uptick and supportive global
cues.

up by over 4%, taking its total market value to
about $3.763 trillion. This helped Nvidia move
ahead of Microsoft, which is now the second-
most valuable firm globally with a market value
of $3.658 trillion.Nvidia's shares touched a new
record high of $154.10, after climbing 4.33%
during the trading session. This rally followed a
positive report from Loop Capital, which raised
its price target for Nvidia from $175 to $250. The
research firm also kept its “buy” rating on the
stock.Ananda Baruah, an analyst at Loop Capital,
quoted in Reuters, wrote in a note to clients that
Nvidia is "at the front-end of another material leg
of stronger than anticipated demand.” He referred
to the growing use of artificial intelligence (Al)
and said the market is entering a “Golden Wave”
of generative Al adoption.

Even though Nvidia’s share price has gone up, it is
still trading at about 30 times its estimated
earnings for the next 12 months. That figure is
lower than its average of about 40 times over the

.

last five years, according to data from LSEG.
Analysts say this shows that the company’s
earnings have been rising fast enough to match
the jump in share prices.

Nvidia, Microsoft, and Apple have been switching
places frequently in the race to become the
world’s most valuable company. Microsoft
recently held the top position after overtaking
Nvidia in early June. But now Nvidia is back at
the top.Apple remains in third place with a market
value of about $3.010 trillion after a 0.63% rise in
its stock price on Wednesday.Here’s a look at the
top 10 most valuable companies in the world
based on market capitalisation:

US Bitcoin Reserve signals a shift: An opening for India

India stands at a pivotal juncture. A
measured Bitcoin
strategy—perhaps a reserve
pilot—could strengthen economic
resilience and project modernity. As
the US advances and nations like
Bhutan adapt, India has a unique
opportunity to lead.

New Delhi. The US Strategic Bitcoin

Reserve, launched in January 2025 under
President Donald Trump, has elevated
digital assets to a global stage. Valued at
more than $20 billion as of June 2025, it
underscores Bitcoin’s emerging role as a
store of value.For India, this shift invites
reflection: could Bitcoin, thoughtfully
integrated, enhance our eonomic toolkit?

The US initiative currently repurposes

200,000 seized Bitcoins as a buffer
against inflation, a strategy cemented by
last month’s White House Crypto Summit
with clearly articulated plans to buy more
Bitcoin by exploring budget-neutral
manners.Thereby, expanding its Bitcoin
reserve holdings in the coming times
without hurting the taxpayer.

Three US states have now passed

legislation authorising the deployment of
public funds to purchase and hold Bitcoin

as a reserve asset, with more expected to
follow.These measures reflect a growing
recognition of Bitcoin’s potential to

decentralisation is its bedrock, setting the
stage for three defining traits: scarcity,
liquidity, and transparency.

bolster fiscal resilience and serve as a Only 21 million Bitcoins will eer exist,
which, unlike traditional currencies or
even assets like stocks, bonds, or
commodities that face oversupply and
hence inflation, has a fixed supply.

hedge in uncertain economic conditions.

This isn’t a reckless pivot, it’s a calculated
step toward embracing digital assets’
legitimacy. For India, observing this
offers a lens to assess whether Bitcoin
could diversify our reserves,
complementing traditional holdings in
anuncertain global economy.

BHUTAN & BITCOIN: A REGIONAL
PERSPECTIVE FOR INDIA

Bhutan provides a regional perspective.
Since 2021, it has mined Bitcoin with
hydropower, amassing a $1 billion-
plus reserve by May 2025. Born from
tourism’s decline, this approach now
supports public services and
sustainability goals.India, with its
renewable energy capacity, has the full
scale of capability to adapt this model,
though scale and regulation pose distinct
challenges. Bhutan’s success suggests
digital assets can stabilise economies, a
point worth considering.

WHAT MAKES BITCOIN STAND OUT?

Bitcoin stands apart as an asset without an
issuer—a commodity, not a security, as

This mirrors gold’s finite nature but

operates at digital speed. Bitcoin trades
globally 24/7, offering liquidity
unmatched by most decentralised assets;
gold, by contrast, sits static in vaults or
jewellery, less fluid in daily exchange.

And its blockchain—a public, tamper-proof

ledger—makes every single transaction
verifiable to anyone, reducing the opacity
that often clouds traditional markets.

the US SEC now recognises. Like gold, it Thege qualities echo gold’s appeal: a trusted

has no central authority; no government,
bank, or company controls it. This

store of value beyond any single entity’s
grasp. Yet Bitcoin transcends it, digital

and dynamic where gold is physical and
inert. At $100,000+ today, it’s this
blend—gold’s scarcity with digital
fluidity—that earns it the “digital gold”
label by many including the White
House.It’s an intuitive shorthand: finite
and reliable like metal, but built for a
borderless, tech-driven world.Bitcoin
also stands out because of its
programmability and portability. It can
move at the speed of the internet, settle
transactions with verification but,
without intermediaries, and be stored
securely with modern cryptography-
based security.

In an increasingly digital and
decentralised world, it aligns with how
the next generations are thinking about
money and value. THE ROLE OF
REGULATION

Regulation remains pivotal. India’s

crypto policy—taxed but
unregulated—needs clarity to unlock
potential. During its G20 presidency in
2023, India chaired the formation of a
crypto working group with the IMF,
tasked with shaping global standards.
While its recommendations will take their
due course, we are seeing other
jurisdictions including Russia, China, and
Brazil from the BRICS, and other G20
nations led by the US, race ahead—not
pausing for consensus.
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The Directorate

Agency New Delhi.
The Delhi Government’s “Mission

of Education

Mathematics and Special
Enrichment Classes™ initiative has

(DoE) has
directed Delhi

classes 6 to 10 for the 2025-26
academic session to strengthen
maths learning and address

learning gaps.

Government The Directorate of Education (DoE)
made the announcement in a
SthOOlS fo departmental circular issued on

analyse Class

Monday, citing improved
performance in annual

10 mid-term

assessments and the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE)

board examination results since

performu nce the initiative began in 2022,
. . Launched in response to poor
(Il'ld ldelﬂlfv mathematics performance in
. board exams, the programme
Ieu !‘I‘Ilﬂg_glllls initially focused on classes 8 to 10,

It introduced activity-based

now been extended to students of

tools to foster “joyful and concept-
driven learning”. These resources
were expanded to Classes 6 to 10
in June 2024 and will now be
shared digitally with schools for
all targeted classes —three times a
week — starting July 7.

To further personalise support, DoE
has directed schools to analyse

accordingl

N

worksheets,
Da){‘!'!

Four charred to death as Rohini
building housing 3 plastic
factories catches fire

Agency New Delhi.

At least four persons died and three others sustained
injuries after a building housing three plastic item
manufacturing units caught fire at Rithala in Delhi’s
Rohini on Tuesday evening. The blaze was doused after
a 15-hour operation on Wednesday. As per preliminary
reports, the cause of the fire is suspected to be a short
circuit. In a statement, the police said the owner of the
building, Suresh Bansal, and his son Nitin Bansal, ran a
factory on the ground and first floors. Nitin (31) is
among the injured.

Delhi Fire Service (DFS) officials, meanwhile, are also
investigating the possibility of the fire being set off
during a self-immolation bid by a factory worker.

The deceased, all suspected to be migrant workers, are yet

to be identified, police said. An officer attached to DFS
said they received a call regarding the fire at 7.30 pm on
Tuesday. “A blaze had started at a four-storey building
near Rithala Metro Station in Rohini Sector 5. At least

16 fire tenders were pressed into service,” the officer
said. Around 1.30 am on Wednesday, three charred
bodies were recovered from inside the premises, the
police said. Later, one more charred body was retrieved.

“We will be conducting DNA tests if required. We are
waiting for the family members of the victims to
approach,” a police officer said, adding that a case is
being registered to probe the incident.

An official in the mortuary of Dr Baba Saheb Ambedkar
Hospital said, “No family members of the deceased
have approached us so far.”Besides Nitin, the other two
injured have been identified as Virender (25) and
Rakesh (30), who has sustained 80% burns.

“Told him to stay calm’; robbers
barge into businessman’s
farmhouse in Delhi’s Ghitorni, take
him to Gurgaon, loot Rs 30 lakh

Agency New Delhi.

Four men, one of them claiming to be a delivery agent,
allegedly barged into a businessman’s farmhouse in
Ghitorni in Delhi Monday night, robbed the premises,
and took him in his car to his office in Gurgaon to take
more cash.

According to the Delhi Police, Karan Chopra, who has
multiple CNG filling stations across Delhi and the
National Capital Region (NCR), was at his farmhouse in
Ghitorni with some of his family members when the
incident happened.

“A person came to the door, claiming to be a delivery boy.
As soon as the complainant (Chopra) opened the door,
three more men barged inside and took him hostage.
They told him that they have guns. They told him to stay
calm, and let them leave with the cash,” a police officer
said. The police officer said they then took Chopra to his
office at M G Road in Gurgaon, and asked him to
arrange for more cash. Chopra then directed his
accountant at the office to comply with their demand.
The robbers allegedly robbed him of Rs. 30 lakh in cash
and some jewellery.

After being released, Chopra called the police, and a case
was filed. The suspects are yet to be traced.

Amit Goel, Deputy Commissioner of Police (South West),
said they received information about the robbery at the
Vasant Kunj South Police Station. “On receipt of the
information, SHO, along with staff, reached the spot,
where they met complainant Karan Chopra. He alleged
that three to four persons forcefully entered his house
and office and looted around Rs 30 lakh. He told the
police that he is engaged in the business of CNG gas
distribution,” he said. The police said crime and
forensics teams were called to the spot immediately, and
an investigation was launched.

“Question
exercises, and assessment

of the Class 10 mid-term performance

and identify learning gaps

accordingly. A centralised
tracking module is also being
developed to monitor attendance
and academic progress in
Mathematics.

Eligibility and implementation

Students for the Special
Mathematics Enrichment (SME)
classes are selected based on their
prior academic performance. For
Classes 6, 9, and 10, students must

have scored at least 50 per cent
with grace marks in Mathematics
or passed via compartment exams.
For Classes 7 and 8, students
scoring 40 per cent or below in the
previous year are eligible.

In both cases, subject teachers may
recommend additional students
based on classroom performance.

SME classes will be conducted in
small groups of 20-25 students,
before or after school hours,
Schools have been allowed to
appoint resource persons for these
sessions, with dedicated funds
already allocated, as per the
circular,

Teachers will have to maintain
detailed records, including a
separate notebook for ecach
student. They have also been
advised to use curriculum
mapping to align Class 10 content
with foundational gaps from
previous years.

Delhi man dupes travellers, airlines using
forged death certificates: arrested

Akshay Sharma targeted international travellers, and his scam involved

booking tickets, cancelling them, and then claiming refunds, the police said.

Agency New Delhi.
A travel agency, a fake call centre, and

forged death certificates: This is how a
Delhi man allegedly duped hundreds
of international travellers and airline
companies by booking tickets,
cancelling them, and pocketing
the refunds, the Delhi Police said
on Wednesday.

Akshay Sharma, 40, a resident of
Kirti Nagar and the director of
AVS Holidays, was arrested on
Tuesday by the Delhi Police
Special Cell for allegedly
orchestrating a sophisticated
scam under the cover of a
legitimate travel agency.

According to the police, Sharma’s
alleged modus operandi involved
getting crucial documentation
from his customers, along with their
financial details like credit card CV'Vs,
on the pretext of booking their flight
tickets. Once the tickets were booked,
Sharma would use the documents to
forge the death certificates of the

travellers and obtain a full refund from
the airlines, the police said. His “call
centre employees’” would then call the
customers and tell them that their
flights had been cancelled and give
them a small fraction of the refunded

amount, the police added.

Sharma was arrested on charges of
cheating and forgery under sections
318(4), 319(2), 339/61(2) and 3(5) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
Section 66C of the Information

Technology Act.

“During sustained custodial
interrogation, the accused confessed to
establishing and operating fraudulent
call centres over several years, under
the facade of a legitimate travel service

provider. He admitted to
orchestrating a scheme that
primarily targeted US and other
foreign nationals by posing as an
authorised flight booking
agency,” Amit Kaushik, Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Special
Cell, said. “The illicit proceeds
were partially returned to the
victims—after deducting
fictitious cancellation fees—or
withheld entirely. Preliminary
forensic analysis of seized
electronic devices has revealed

hundreds of forged documents used to
facilitate these fraudulent claims,” he
added. The company has more than
500 employees, and multiple arrests
will follow, a senior police official
said.

Mother-in-law of Faridabad woman buried in pit arrested;

police say victim was given juice laced with sleeping pills

Tannu Rajput’s father-in-law, Bhoop Singh, has allegedly revealed that his family had

conspired to murder her and reported her missing to mislead people.

Agency Faridabad.
Five days after Tannu Rajput’s

decomposed body was found
buried inside a pit outside her
in-laws’ house in Haryana's
Faridabad, the police on
Wednesday arrested her
mother-in-law in the case.

The Crime Branch (DLF)
arrested Sonia. 45, after her |
husband, Bhoop Singh, who
was arrested in the case |
carlier, allegedly confessed
that the family had conspired
to murder Rajput due to
ongoing domestic disputes, including
talks of divorce.

The case was initially being probed as a
dowry dispute.

According to the police, Singh allegedly
revealed that he and his family had
planned Rajput’s murder. On April 21,
Singh allegedly sent Sonia to her
relatives in Uttar Pradesh to create an

alibi. The same day, a pit
was dug outside their house,
the police said.

Rajput was allegedly given
sugarcane juice laced with
sleeping pills, and later that
night, while she was
unconscious, Singh
strangled her with a dupatta,
the police said. Her body
was then buried in the pit
with her husband Arun’s
assistance, the police said,
adding that the family
subsequently reported her

missing to mislead people.

While Arun is absconding, the role of
Singh’s daughter,
investigation,

Kajal, is under

Accused should be given

strictest punishment, says

famlly of Delhi girl pushed
off terrace

Agency New Delhi.

“She was just a child... Her whole life was ahead
of her,” a teary-eyed Sonia said, as family
members, neighbours and friends gathered
around her. On Monday, Sonia’s 19-year-old
sister, Neha, was pushed off the terrace of the
building she lived in with her family, allegedly
by a 26-year-old man she knew,

On Tuesday morning, the injured Neha succumbed
to her injuries in Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital.

“Multiple teams from Jyoti Nagar police station,
Gokulpuri subdivision and Operations unit of
North East were deployed to trace the accused,
Taufeeq. He was arrested on Tuesday night from
Rampur in Uttar Pradesh,” DCP (North East)
Ashish Mishra said.

Neha's father Surendra works as a security guard,
and she recently took up a job in a private firm.
She studied till Class 12 and could not go to
college because of the family's poor financial
condition, police sources said. Anticipating
communal tension, the police, meanwhile, have
stepped up security in the area. Gaurav Gupta,
Additional DCP (North East) said that Neha’s
family was contemplating getting her married
soon. “Neha and the accused knew each other but
she had not

been speaking to him for

some time. The accused found out that her family
was planning to get her married. He was
enraged,” he said. A police officer said that he
wore a burga and called her to the terrace of the
five-storey building. “They likely had an
argument there after which he pushed her,” said
the officer. Taufeeq was no stranger to the family.
“We have known him for three years... We
considered him our brother. I don’t know what
happened in the last few months,

‘A double blow’: Imports of
dry fruits hit, traders in Khari

Baoli tackle challenges

New Delhi. The traders in Khari Baoli in Old Delhi,
one of India’s oldest markets, stare at uncertain
times. The imports of dry fruits from Iran have
been hit amid escalating geopolitical conflict in
West Asia. This latest blow comes at a time
merchants are navigating a setback triggered by
the closure of the Attari-Wagah border following
tensions between India and Pakistan after the
April 22 Pahalgam terror attack.

Sharing his plight, Sudhir Jaggi, President of the
Sarve Vyapar Mandal of the Khari Baoli market,
said, “First, the Attari-Wagah border was shut
down... so goods from Afghanistan completely
stopped coming in. And on top of that, this issue
with Iran has happened — it’s like a double blow.
We have no idea what’s going to happen next. The
Afghanistan route has been shut for a while, and
there’s still no clarity. ”

He added that the market is deprived of new foreign

stock of dry fruits. “Abhi to maal nahi aa raha, jo
maal India mein tha wahi bik raha hai. Iran se dry
fruits container se maal aata hai sea se, seedhe
ports aur phir humare godowns mein utaarte hai,
uske baad hum apni requirements ke hisaab se
uska distribution karte hai. Abhi maal to kahi se
bhi nahi aa raha (Right now, no new stock is
coming in— only what’s already in India is being
sold. Dry fruits from Iran come by sea, directly to
the ports, and then to our godowns. From there,
we distribute it as per our requirements. At the
moment, nothing is coming in from anywhere),”
he said. The heightened tensions in West Asia
have contributed to a surge in the prices of dry
fruitimported from Iran.
Jaggi highlighted that almond prices have
increased by Rs 400-450 per kilo, whereas
pistachio prices have increased by Rs 300 per kilo
and now stand at over Rs 1,000 per kilo. Hari Om,
a trader, said, “Varieties of dates like Kimia,
Mariam, Zahedi, Rabbi, and Irani, which are
imported from Iran, are witnessing a surge in
prices in the market.” Kimia Date boxes, which
were earlier priced at Rs. 250 per kilo, are now
being sold at Rs 400 per kilo, in the market. “Even
some medicinal herbs like Salam Mishri used in
Ayurveda medicines are imported from Iran, and
their price has also significantly increased,” said
Sunny Kashyap, a trader selling dry fruits and
medicinal herbs.

‘Nobody listens to us: Street vendors, rickshaw pullers
protest at Delhi's Jantar Mantar against evictions

Street vendors in Delhi have alleged that they often face difficulties in

retrieving their confiscated items from the authorlhes.

Agency New Delhi.

Street vendors, rickshaw pullers and slum
dwellers from across Delhi protested at
Jantar Mantar Wednesday against
evictions and demanded recognition and
rehabilitation for urban workers.

The protest was led by the Indian Hawkers
Alliance, Mazdoor Awas Sangharsh
Samiti and Delhi Rickshaw Chalak-Malik
Sangharsh Association. Workers from
various markets, such as Chandni Chowk,
Sarojini Nagar, Meena Bazaar, GTB
Nagar, India Gate, Kamla Nagar, Sangam
Vihar, and Ratiya Marg, were present.

Women dry fruit sellers from Jahangirpuri
complained of theft when the authorities
came to evict them. Rajini, a vendor who
has sold dry fruits for the past eight years

at Chandni Chowk, said, “We face loss of

goods; sometimes we don’t even get it
back. They just make us run from one
office to another saying that you don’t

have the required documents. I sell
perishable goods: they get spoiled
ifkept forlong.”

A group of women street vendors
from India Gate sat holding
placards in the last row. “I have
been doing this for the last ten
years at the same location. Earlier,
we never used to face any
problems, but now officials and the
police come and kick our goods,
confiscate them and seek money.
When we ask for our goods back,
nobody listens to us,” said Gulesha
Khatoon.

A few rows ahead sat Ritu Joshi, 40, a

resident of Nehru Colony, Govindpuri,
who feared whether her family would get
accommodation if their camp is
demolished. “Our camp is also about to get
demolished, they promised us to give flats,
but I fear if they will, what if we are stuck

like some families of the Bhomiheen camp

who still don’t have places to live,” she
said.

Sanjeev Kumar, 34, a rickshaw puller from
Karampura, said that for the last two or
three years, the traffic police have been
confiscating his rickshaws. “I have lost

two rickshaws in the last few years. They

said that we have sent it to
Hapur, go get it from there.
How will I be able to go?” he
asked.

Sandeep Verma, the convener of
the Indian Hawkers Alliance
and a member of the town
vending committee (TVC) for
the Sadar Paharganj Zone
within the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD),
expressed his dissatisfaction
with the way the authorities
treat street vendors in the area.

“There are many flaws in the
previous survey conducted; officials don’t
even consult the elected TVC for any
actions or decisions. The vendors are
ready to pay fees for the space, but first,
the authorities need to recognise us as we
have been historically living and selling
things over here,” Verma said.
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12 killed in attack on
celebration in Mexico's
Guanajuato state city

MEXICO CITY. Twelve people were killed overnight
in the Mexican state of Guanajuato when gunmen
opened fire on a celebration in the city of Irapuato,
authorities said Wednesday.People were dancing and
drinking in the street in celebration of St. John the
Baptist when the shooting began. Revelers screamed
and ran to escape the gunfire, according to videos
circulated online.Irapuato official Rodolfo Gomez
Cervantes, said in a news conference Wednesday that
the number of victims had risen to 12. Some 20
others were wounded.President Claudia Sheinbaum
lamented the attack, saying that it was under
investigation.

Last month, seven people were killed in a shooting that
targeted a party organized by the Catholic Church in
San Bartolo de Berrios, Guanajuato.Guanjuato,
which is northwest of Mexico City, has been one of
the country’s most violent states, as various
organized crime groups battle for control. There have
been 1,435 homicides in the state through the first
five months of the year, more than double any other
state.

Israel kills at least 60
Palestinians waiting for aid
at distribution sites of US-
hacked GHF in last 24 hrs

world.Israel has killed at least 60 starving Palestinians
who were waiting for the much-needed humanitarian
aid at the distribution sites of the US-backed and
Israeli military-established Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation (GHF) in the last 24 hours, reported Al
Jazeera.

The latest in a string of deadly attacks on desperate aid
seekers came after the United Nations had condemned
Israel's "weaponisation of food" against the
Palestinians after a three-month-long blockade of
humanitarian assistance, which was partially lifted
only to replace the established aid distribution
systems with the GHF. Rights groups and the UN had
refused to cooperate with the GHF, slamming it as a
"death trap" for Palestinians and accusing it of aiding
Israel in its genocidal war in Gaza.

The UN agency for Palestinian refugees, UNRWA,
called the GHF an "abomination" that has put
Palestinians' lives at risk, while a spokesman for the
UN human rights office, Thameen Al-Kheetan,
condemned the "weaponisation of food" in the
territory.According to Gaza's health ministry, Israel
has killed more than 500 Palestinians at aid
distribution sites since the GHF began operations last
month.Meanwhile, Israeli forces also shot dead a 13-

year-old Palestinian boy during a raid on al-Yamoun,
west of Jenin in the occupied West Bank on
Wednesday. The boy, Rayan Tamer Housheh, was
shot in the neck.Israel's genocidal war on Gaza has so
far killed at least 56,077 Palestinians, mostly women
and children. Israel has also targeted and killed
hundreds of journalists, health care workers and aid
workers.

Haka and flag-burning: Why
New Zealand is seeing anti-
immigration protests

world."Faith, flag, family," chanted the crowd in
Central Auckland as anti-immigration protestors
gathered under the leadership of Destiny Church’s
Brian Tamaki. The demonstrators, many of whom
performed the haka, tore, stomped on, and burned
flags representing Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, and
Palestine, each act of destruction followed by
traditional war dances.The protest reflected a
growing unease among some segments of New
Zealand’s population regarding the country’s
changing immigration landscape.

Tamaki, a radical religious leader known for courting
controversy, made his intent clear. "The spread of
non-Christian religions is now out of control," he said,
adding that "Any type of immigration without
assimilation is invasion."The response from the
country’s leaders was swift and firm. Acting Prime
Minister David Seymour called Tamaki’s views "un-
Kiwi".He also asserted that "New Zealand’s great
strength is that we are a nation of pioneers who
moved here to give their children a better tomorrow."

New Zealand's Police Minister Mark Mitchell also
condemned the protest, describing the event and its
use of sacred cultural practices as "vile rhetoric and
behaviour," which, he said, had no place in the
country.But New Zealand has seen a larger anti-
immigration sentiment. Here's why.

WHY AN IMMIGRATION PROBLEM IN NEW
ZEALAND?

The outburst in Auckland did not emerge in a
vacuum.New Zealand, a country of just over 5.3
million people, has seen a dramatic surge in
migration since late 2022.While the government has
emphasised the need for skilled immigrants,
particularly in areas like education, it has also sought
to prioritise native citizens for jobs where there are no
shortages. The government is focused on attracting
and retaining highly skilled migrants such as
secondary teachers, where there is a skill shortage,"
said Immigration Minister Erica Stanford.

Bezos and Sanchez arrive in Venice as protesters
say their wedding highlights wealth inequality

Their wedding has drawn
protests by groups who view it

as a sign of the growing disparity,
with locals saying it highlights
how their needs are ignored

amid mass tourism.

VENICE. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos and
Lauren Sanchez arrived in Venice, Italy, on
Wednesday ahead of their star-studded
weekend wedding, which has galvanized
an assortment of protesters.Bezos waved
from a water taxi as he and Sanchez arrived
at the dock of the Aman Hotel on the Grand
Canal with two security boats in tow.Their
wedding has drawn protests by groups who
view it as a sign of the growing disparity
between the haves and have-nots, while
residents complain it exemplifies the way
their needs are disregarded in the era of
mass tourism to the historic lagoon city.

Analysis: A battered Iran faces an uncertain
future after its grinding war with Israel

About a dozen Venetian organizations —
including housing advocates, anti-cruise
ship campaigners and university groups —
have united to protest the multi-day event
under the banner “No Space for Bezos,” a
play on words also referring to the bride’s
recent space flight. They have staged small-
scale protests, unfurling anti-Bezos
banners on iconic Venetian sites. They were
joined Monday by Greenpeace and the
British group “Everyone Hates Elon,”
which has smashed Teslas to protest Elon
Musk, to unfurl a giant banner in St. Mark’s
Square protesting purported tax breaks for
billionaires.On Wednesday, other activists
launched a float down the Grand Canal
featuring a mannequin of Bezos clinging
onto an Amazon box, his fists full of fake
dollars. The British publicity firm that
announced the stunt said it wasn't a protest
of the wedding “but against unchecked
wealth, media control, and the growing
privatisation of public spaces.”The local
activists had planned a more organized
protest for Saturday, aiming to obstruct
access to canals with boats to prevent
guests from reaching a wedding venue.

They modified the protest to a march from
the train station after claiming a victory,

asserting that their pressure forced
organizers to change the venue to the
Arsenale, amore easily secured site beyond
Venice's congested center.It will be a strong,
decisive protest, but peaceful,” said
Federica Toninello, an activist with the
Social Housing Assembly network. “We
want it to be like a party, with music, to
make clear what we want our Venice to look
like."Among the 200 guests confirmed to

be attending the wedding are Mick Jagger,

Ivanka Trump, Oprah Winfrey, Katy Perry
and Leonardo DiCaprio.

Venice, renowned for its romantic
canal vistas, hosts hundreds of
weddings each year, not
infrequently those of the rich and
famous. Previous celebrity
weddings, like that of George
Clooney to human rights lawyer
Amal Alamuddin in 2014, were
embraced by the public. Hundreds
turned out to wish the couple well at
City Hall.

Bezos has a different political and
business profile, said Tommaso
Cacciari, a prominent figure in the

movement that successfully pushed for a
ban on cruise ships over 25,000 tons
traveling through the Giudecca Canal in
central Venice.“Bezos is not a Hollywood
actor,” Cacciari said. “He is an ultra-
billionaire who sat next to Donald Trump
during the inauguration, who contributed to
his reelection and is contributing in a direct
and heavy way to this new global
obscurantism.’

Mississippi executes the longest-
serving man on the state's death

DUBAI. The bombing has quieted in

Iran’s 12-day conflict with Israel. Now
its battered theocracy and 86-year-
old Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei must regroup and
rebuild in a changed
landscape.Israeli airstrikes !

decimated the upper ranks of Iran's &

powerful Revolutionary Guard and
depleted its arsenal of ballistic
missiles. Israeli missiles and
American bunker buster bombs
damaged the nuclear program —
though how much remains disputed.
Khamenei went into deep isolation
in an undisclosed location,
appearing only twice in videos as the
Israelis had free rein over the country’s
skies.Iran's self-described “Axis of
Resistance,” a group of allied
countries and militias in the Mideast,
has been mauled by the Israelis since
Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, attack. Foreign

support Tehran may have expected
from China and Russia never

materialized. At home, old problems
remain, particularly an economy
wrecked by international sanctions,
corruption and mismanagement.
“Iran’s leadership has been dealt a heavy
blow and will be conscious of
preserving the ceasefire, which gives
the regime breathing room and allows

space to focus on internal security and

reconstruction,” the Eurasia Group
said in an analysis
Wednesday.Shoring up
loyaltyOne thing Israel’s
campaign showed was how much
its intelligence agencies have
infiltrated Iran, particularly its
swift pinpointing of military and
Guard commanders and top
nuclear scientists for strikes.

The No. 1 task for Khamenei may be
to root out any suspected
disloyalty in the ranks.There must
be some sort of purge. But who
will implement it? That is the

question,” said Hamidreza Azizi, a

visiting fellow at the German Institute

for International and Security Affairs.

“This level of distrust that apparently

exists now is going to paralyze any
effective planning or security
overhaul,” he said.

Trump grapples for upper hand in debate
over damage caused by US strikes on Iran

THE HAGUE. President Donald
Trump on Wednesday rejected an early
intelligence assessment that U.S.
strikes inflicted only a marginal
setback on Iran's nuclear program,
insisting that his country's spies did not
have the full picture and defending his
own swift conclusion that American
bombs and missiles delivered a
crushing blow."This was a devastating
attack, and it knocked them for a loop,"
Trump said as his administration
scrambled to support his claims, made
only hours after the attack, that Iranian
nuclear facilities were "completely
and fully obliterated."Trump said
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and
other military officials would hold an
"interesting and irrefutable" news
conference Thursday morning to
"fight for the Dignity of our Great
American Pilots" who carried out the
mission.He wrote on social media that
"these Patriots were very upset" by
"Fake News" reports about the limited
impact of the strikes.The issue
dominated Trump's attendance at
NATO's annual summit in the

Netherlands, which was otherwise Jeffrey Lewis, a professor of

focused on European security. The
White House highlighted an Israeli
statement that Iran's nuclear efforts
were delayed by years, much longer
than the few months determined by
American intelligence. A
spokesperson for the Iranian foreign
ministry also said the facilities have
suffered significant damage.But those
comments fell short of Trump's
hyperbole and did little to suggest that
U.S. strikes had eliminated the threat of
Iran developing a nuclear
weapon.Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, speaking in an interview with
Politico, limited his own assessment to
saying Iran was "much further away
from a nuclear weapon today than they
were before the president took this bold
action."Drawing reliable conclusions
about the impact of the U.S. strikes
remains difficult, especially only days
after they took place. That makes the
issue a breeding ground for competing
claims that could determine how
American voters view Trump's risky
decision to join Israel's attacks on Iran.

nonproliferation at the Middlebury
Institute, said Trump was trying to
have it both ways."If it's too early to
know, why is Trump saying it's
obliterated?" he said. "Either it's too
early to know, or you know."What's
next?Also at stake are Trump's next
steps in the Middle East, where
diplomatic efforts could be required to
prevent Iran from rebuilding its
nuclear program.Trump said U.S. and
Iranian officials would meet soon,
resuming a dialogue that was
interrupted by nearly two weeks of war,
even as he suggested that negotiations
were no longer necessary."l don't care
if I have an agreement or not," Trump
said, because Iran was too badly
damaged to even consider rebuilding
its program. "They're not going to be
doing it anyway. They've had it."Iran
maintains that its atomic ambitions are
for peaceful purposes, while U.S. and
Israeli leaders have described the
country's nuclear program as the
precursor to obtaining a nuclear
weapon.

row for 1976 killing

PARCHMAN. The longest-serving man on
Mississippi's death row was executed Wednesday,
nearly five decades after he kidnapped and killed a
bank loan officer's wife in a violent ransom scheme.

Richard Gerald Jordan, a 79-year-old Vietnam veteran
with post-traumatic stress disorder whose final appeals
were denied without comment by the U.S. Supreme
Court, was sentenced to death in 1976 for killing and
kidnapping Edwina Marter. He died by lethal injection
atthe Mississippi State Penitentiary in Parchman.

The execution began at 6 p.m., according to prison
officials. Jordan lay on the gurney with his mouth
slightly ajar and took several deep breaths before
becoming still. The time of death was given as 6:16
p-m.Jordan was one of several on the state's death row
who sued the state over its three-drug execution
protocol, claiming it is inhumane.

When given an opportunity to make a final statement
Wednesday, he said, "First I would like to thank
everyone for a humane way of doing this. I want to

apologize to the victim's family."

He also thanked his lawyers and his wife and asked for
forgiveness. His last words were: "I will see you on the
other side, all of you."Jordan's wife, Marsha Jordan,
witnessed the execution, along with his lawyer Krissy
Nobile and a spiritual adviser, the Rev. Tim Murphy.
His wife and lawyer dabbed their eyes several
times.During a news conference after the execution,
Keith Degruy, a spokesperson for Marter's family, read
a statement on behalf of her two sons and husband,
who were not present at the execution.

"Nothing will bring back our mom, sister and our friend.
Nothing can ever change what Jordan took from us 49
years ago. Jordan tried desperately to change his ruling
so he can simply die in prison. We never had an
option," he said.Jordan's execution was the third in the
state in the last 10 years; previously the most recent one
was carried out in December 2022. It came a day aftera
man was put to death in Florida, in what is shaping up
to be a year with the most executions since 2015.

Youth-led protests erupt again in Kenya over
police brutality and poor governance

NAIROBLI. Youth-led protests against police
brutality and poor governance have erupted
across Kenya again on Wednesday, with
thousands making their way to the central
business district in the capital, Nairobi.The
protests, which coincided with the first
anniversary of demonstrations opposing
tax hikes that left 60 people dead and 20
others missing, followed last week's rallies
that demanded answers for the unexplained
death of a Kenyan blogger while in police
custody.Frustration is growing, especially
among Generation Z, over police violence,
economic struggles, and government
mismanagement.The Communications
Authority of Kenya has directed local
media to stop all live broadcasts of the
protests halfway through the day as
President William Ruto warned that
violence wouldn’t be tolerated.

Many turned to social media to share updates
and remember slain protesters. Others
posted anti-government messages and
memes. On the streets, some could be seen

offering protesters water.

Here’s why unrest is gripping Kenya:

Police brutality

Calls for accountability have grown louder in
Kenya after a street hawker was killed
during last week's protests. A Kenyan
court has given detectives 15 days to
complete investigations into two
police officers suspected of the
shooting. This came as young people
flooded social media platforms
throughout the week with
commemorations of protesters killed
last year. At the time, Ruto
apologized and vowed to end police
brutality as the top police chief
resigned.“Not a single officer has
been held to account,” said Hussein |
Khaled, a human rights activist, P Fir
adding that people took to the streets
“to demand justice in terms of
compensation ... arrest of those officers
who were involved ... police reforms
because too many Kenyans are losing their

lives” to police brutality.Economic
frustration

Last year’s deadly protests strongly opposed
a finance bill that raised taxes significantly
to address debt, putting an undue burden on

young, educated people struggling with
unemployment and a rising cost of living.
Ruto later scrapped the bill.Some tax
proposals were reintroduced later, drawing

widespread criticism and calls for Ruto's

resignation, following the appointment of a

new but widely criticized cabinet. A

revamped healthcare levy also changed

standard premiums to a progressive tax,
based on income.United Nations'
data shows that 70% of sub-Saharan
Africa is under the age of 30, with
67% of Kenya's young people
unemployed.

Both the health and the education
sectors, which greatly affect the
youth, are seemingly sinking due to
misguided policies and failure to
provide needed resources. At the
same time, there appears to be
unlimited funds for ‘aristocratic’
luxuries,” said Macharia Munene,
professor of History and
International Relations at United

States International University Africa in

Nairobi, referring to some state people’s

spending that has been strongly

condemned.
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After Shamar Joseph runs
through Australia, lan Healy
responds to sledge at pacer

NEW DELHI. Former Australia
wicketkeeper [an Healy has responded to his
sledge against Shamar Joseph after it went
wrong on Day 1 of the first Test. Healy had
taken offense to the comments made by
Shamar to recalled Aussie opener Sam
Konstas and felt that the West Indies pacer
was picking on the 19-year-old.The former
wicketkeeper said that Shamar had been
sub-par after his Gabba performance, where
he rocked the Aussies with a seven-wicket
haul and guided West Indies to a famous
win. Healy ended his comment by saying
that Shamar was no Curtly Ambrose.He’s
had a terrible year since he went through us
at the Gabba,” Healy said on SENQ
Breakfast.“Shamar has come out today and

\
.

said ’just look out and watch what is
coming’. OK Shamar, well, you’ve
delivered crap all year."“He’d better
improve, that’s what I’'m saying in the
dressing room. He’s got real trouble. You’re
not Curtly Ambrose champ.”However,
Healy was left with egg on his face as
Shamar picked up four wickets, including
Konstas to bundle Australia out for 180.'Sort
of talked about what the dressing room
might say'Healy commented on his
comments on Shamar and said they were
taken out of context and labelled as sledging.
The former wicketkeeper said that he was
saying what the Australian dressing room
might say about Shamar.Healy did end his
response with a cheeky dig on Shamar and
the jewellery he was wearing.“Yesterday,
when I talked about backing up Sam Konstas
when an opponent sledges him I sort of
talked about what the dressing room might
say —is that the context, do you reckon, that
was talking about?” Healy asked co-host,
NRL great Corey Parker.

“Do you believe I was talking about what the
dressing room might say to Konstas, or was
it me saying something against Shamar
Joseph?"“Geez, they’ve come out at me,
haven’t they! They’ve said ‘oh no, I've
sledged Shamar!” Apparently, it’s saying
I’ve had a personal dig at Shamar."

ENG vs IND: How Ben Duckett
and Ollie Pope neutralised
Jasprit Bumrah in 1st Test

New Delhi. I've faced him in a five-Test series
before. I know what he's going to do to me,
and the good thing about that is I know what
skills he has," Ben Duckett said before the
start of the 5-match Test series against India.

For someone with Ben Duckett's history of
interviews, it was a brave statement to make,
given a backlash was expected if he were to
fail against the best bowler in the world. But
here we are, a full five days of Test cricket
later, with Ben Duckett smiling ear to ear
after he helped England gun down a 371-run
total in Leeds.Ben Duckett's breakdown of
Bumrah was methodical, something that we
have rarely seen by an opening batter in a Test
match. It was very Travis Head-esque in
many ways. He knew that if he was able to
survive the first spell, runs would be there for
the taking. While we harp on Duckett, who is

slowly getting into the conversation of one of
the best all-format batters going around, one
more name needs to be mentioned. Ollie
Pope, the England vice-captain, came into the
Test series with his spot in question. At the
pre-match press conference, Ben Stokes had
to explicitly mention that Pope would be
playing ahead of Jacob Bethell in the first
game of the series.

And that trust was paid in full. Like he does in
most series, Pope started exceptionally well.
His century in the first innings, where he
batted from the second over itself, was
instrumental in England nullifying India's
massive first innings total of 471 runs.Pope,
who has been dismissed by Bumrah five
times in the nine Test matches, put up a brave
face and executed a plan that might get
replicated in the near future against the star
India fast bowler.Pope rotated strike often
against Bumrah, handling the bowler with
Ben Duckett. The constant changes of strike
did not let Bumrah settle. He had to keep
switching his plans between Duckett and
Pope, which did not allow him to settle into a
rhythm. This came in sharp contrast to
Bumrah's bowling against Zak Crawley,
whom Bumrah was able to overhaul by
bowling six straight balls in the first over of
the England innings.

AUS vs IND: Tickets for Sydney ODI and
Canberra T20I sold out in |us’r ’rwo weeks

Cricket Australia has announced
that tickets for two matches in
India's white-ball tour this
November were snapped up within
just two weeks of going on sale.

NEW DELHI. Tickets for two matches in the
upcoming white-ball series between
Australia and India, scheduled for
November this year, have sold out within two
weeks of going on sale. According to Cricket
Australia, over 16 percent of the tickets sold
were purchased by Indian fan clubs, with
some setting records for the most tickets
bought by a single buyer for a single
match.“Exhausting our public ticket
allocation for the SCG ODI and Manuka
Oval T20I four months before the series is a
testament to the tremendous interest in the
upcoming season amongst cricket fans,"
Koel Morrison, Executive General Manager
Events & Operations, Cricket Australia,
said.

The last time the two sides met in Australia, the
hosts ended up winning the ODI series 2-1
while India took the T201 series 2-1 as well.

INDIAN CRICKET AUSTRALIA 'S

GOLDEN GOOSECricket Australia's CEO,
Todd Greenberg, has highlighted how Indian
cricket's involvement has played a major role
in overturning their debt owed to the
Commonwealth Bank. The association had
taken a loan of 300 million Australian dollars
during the COVID-19 pandemic period.

.---

When India toured in 2021, the series reduced

their deficit by generating a revenue of 31.9
million Australian dollars. In addition, the
series in 2024-25 also helped Australia
reduce their deficits.Earlier this month, CA's
new CEO, Todd Greenberg, had talked about
the importance of Indian games for the
cricket board. During the Covid pandemic in

England Cricket Board and BCCl join hands
to scuttle ambitious Saudi T20: Report

wSaudi T20 leaque is a USD 400
million project backed by Saudi
investors

«IPL and The Hundred franchises
generate billions in revenue
w(ricket Australia keen on
partnering with Saudi investors

NEW DELHI. The ambitious Saudi T20
league, which is believed to be a USD 400
million project, won't be backed by the
BCCI or the England and Wales Cricket
Board as they try to protect their respective
flagship tourneys from getting diluted,
British newspaper The Guardian has
reported."During discussions at the World

Test Championship final at Lord's this
month, the ECB and BCCI agreed to unite in
opposing the new league. The boards agreed

they would not issue "no objection
certificates" to their players to signup for the
new competition, as well as lobbying the
International Cricket Council (ICC) to
withhold their endorsement," the newspaper
wrote.Apparently Cricket Australia (CA)
was keen on partnering with Saudi investors
in the league."Under plans that emerged in
Australia this year, Saudi's SRJ Sports
Investments has pledged to inject USD

400m to set up the new league, which
would have eight teams playing four
tournaments in different locations each
year in a set-up that has been compared to
tennis's Grand Slams," Guardian said.

For CA, the main aim is to earn profit from
the cash inflow by a private investor as the
Big Bash League (BBL) franchises are
owned by the governing body and the
states.

However, IPL is a USD 12 billion product

and the ECB is all set to get richer by GBP

520m (USD 700 million) from the sale of
49% of the eight 'Hundred
franhises'."Cricket South Africa raised more
than GBP 100m (USD 136 million) by
selling franchises in its SA20 competition to

Indian Premier League owners three years

ago."The paper also reported that the ICC,

currently run by former BCCI secretary Jay

Shah, is unlikely to go against the wishes of

the Indian board.

Why was Jasprit Bumrah's participation not
kept a secret Aakash Chopra questions call

New Delhi. Aakash Chopra has questioned
why Jasprit Bumrah's participation in the
England series wasn't kept a secret.
Bumrah's workload management was a big
question heading into the series and India
coach Gautam Gambhir said at the press
conference before the series that the pacer
spearhead would only play 3
Tests.Gambhir reiterated this while talking
to reporters after the loss at Headingley
and said that their plan with Bumrah would
remain the same. Chopra, speaking on his
YouTube channel, wondered if it was
really necessary to publicise this, and he
suggested that India should have made
England play the guessing game."Bumrah
said he will play three matches only, and I
am thinking whether it was required to
publicize it. Why was it not kept a secret?
We don't announce our team as well. So
why was it necessary to reiterate it
repeatedly before the start of the tour that
he would play three matches only? Let them
guess. You play whichever Tests you wish,"
said Chopra.Chopra feels that if Bumrah
will play the second Test at Edgbaston, then
it means he will be part of only one of the

three remaining matches. This will allow
England to prepare pitches accordingly for
the rest of the series."You have played one,
and you know you can play only two of the
remaining four matches, which is not a good

thing. If you play the second as well, you
will play one of three. So, suddenly, the
opposition gets into a great frame of mind
that Bumrah, your biggest strength, is also
not there. You can prepare pitches
accordingly," said Chopra.

'Next generation of Indian fast bowlers will

have to be prepared'Chopra feels that a new
generation of Indian fast bowlers will have
to be prepared as there are doubts about
Bumrah's availability, Mohammed Shami is
reaching the end of his career and
Mohammed Siraj isn't hitting the
levels that were expected from him.
"The next generation of Indian fast
bowlers will have to be prepared. It's a
serious issue. There were two
important pillars of India's good
performances away from home. One
was batters starting to score runs, but it
doesn't work out with that as you need
to pick up 20 wickets. So Mohammad
Shami and Mohammed Siraj were
outstanding with Jasprit Bumrah," said
Chopra.l also remember Ishant
Sharma, and Bhuvneshwar Kumar's
Lord's Test. When there are doubts
about Bumrah's availability, who will
take the responsibility going forward,
because Mohammad Shami, I think that
story is not over, but it is close to an ending.
Mohammed Siraj is good, but he hasn't
reached the rank of Bumrah or Shami."

NEW DELHI.

2020, it was reported that Cricket
Australla had to take a loan of A$300
million from the Commonwealth Bank.
"The Indian series in 2021 helped the
Australian board. And in October last
year, they announced a deficit of A$31.9
million ($21.34m). The last 2024-25
series against India in Australia further
boosted the finances of the CA,"
Greenberg said.“T agree we’ve still got a
lot of work to do, and we would like to be
attracting more of those communities to
be playing cricket, but part of that
challenge is on us in how we offer
participation. I think our participation
offerings in this country are very
traditional, and they have historically
been offered in the same way to the same
types of people over generations. And if
we’re going to attract a new generation of
participants, then we need to do things
differently. We need to think differently.
We need to communicate differently, and
we need to make sure that the clubs and our
environments are both safe and welcoming
and inclusive,” Greenberg mentioned.

The CEO reiterated that they have a long way

to go, and one of his biggest goals is to fully
integrate the sport within the diverse
communities within the country.

Rohit Sharma reveals India

wanted November 19
revenge on Australia in

120 World Cup

Rohit Sharma revealed that
India wanted to knock Australia out of the T20

World Cup 2024 as revenge for losing the final

of the ODI World Cup 2023. India were
soundly beaten by the Aussies in the final in

Ahmedabad on November 19, 2023 as
Australia won their 6th ODI World Cup.The
Aussies won the match by 6 wickets and

defeated India, who were unbeaten throughout

the tournament. This left a bad taste in the
mouth of the Indian players and the fans, who
were eager to see the team win the cup at
home.India faced Australia in their final Super

8 match to book their place in the semi-final of

the T20 World Cup. The Aussies need to win
the match to remain in contention for making it
to the final four as they suffered a shock defeat
to Afghanistan. However, the loss to India
meant that it was Afghanistan and Rohit and
his men who went through and the Aussies
were sent packing.

Rohit, who starred with the bat and scored 92,
revealed the dressing room talk between the
players. The former T20I skipper said that
Australia had ruined November 19 for them

and the players wanted to give a 'gift' to
Australia.Rohit said that the players knew if
they beat Australia, then Aussies would be
knocked out of the tournament."Australia had
ruined our and the whole country's November

19 in ODI WC Final, so we should also give

them a gift. These kinds of things were talked
about in the dressing room. We had it in our
minds that if we win this match, Australia will
be out of this T20 World Cup," said Rohit in the
interview with Star Sports.

The win against Australia acted as the catalyst to
India's momentum as they went all the way and
claimed the T20 World Cup 2024 title by
beating South Africa in the final.

Who could join Carlos Alcaraz, Jannik Sinner
in new Big Three John McEnroe reveals

«« American tennis legend John

McEnroe has called for the
emergence of a third standout player
to join Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik
Sinner in forming a new Big Three.
He believes that a strong third
contender would raise the level of
competition and named three rising
stars as potential candidates.

New Delhi. The American tennis great, John
McEnroe, highlighted how the sport was in
need of one more star to rival the towering
modern-day stars in Carlos Alcaraz and
Jannik Sinner to form the next generation's

'‘Big-Three'.The term is a fairly common
usage to denote the trio of Roger Federer,
Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic, who
ruled the sport for about two decades. With
Federer and Nadal having retired and
Djokovic already going on a downward
spiral in terms of his form, the sport has seen
Alcaraz and Sinner emerge as the two best
players in the men's singles division.Alcaraz
has already begun dominating, with two
consecutive Wimbledon and French Open
titles and a lone US Open crown in 2022.
Similarly, Sinner is also making his mark,
with the Australian Open and US Open titles
to his name. With Wimbledon set to begin on
June 30, later this month, both men will be
considered favourites to take home the men's
singles title. But the question remains: does
anyone have what it takes to rival these two
on the court?"It's going to be an interesting
time to see if there's another player or two
who can break in with those two the way

Novak (Djokovic) did when he was trying to
get to the same level as Roger (Federer) and
Rafa (Nadal)," McEnroe was quoted as
saying by Reuters.The recent French Open
final was a testament to how hard-fought the
rivalry between the two top stars is. Despite
being two sets down, Alcaraz saved three
match points and staged a stunning
comeback to win the contest, which turned
out to be the longest final in French Open
history."It shows you what type of player he
was that he was able to do that. But right now,

there's a void," he added.

WHO CAN RIVAL ALCARAZ-SINNER
DOMINANCE?

When it comes to who can rival these two,
McEnroe mentioned some of the younger
stars in Jakub Mensik (19), Joo Fonseca
(18), and Ben Shelton (22) as his
picks."One of those two guys or Ben
would be my choice right now," McEnroe
said."I think it would be important to get
another guy or two to add to the mix. That

would be really helpful," he added.Shelton is
probably amongst the well-known faces,
considering he is placed at 10th in the ATP
rankings. His most notable feat was making
it to the Australian Open semi-final in
2025.Mensik is still making his way up to the
top tiers, but he has already had one win over

Djokovic in the Miami Open earlier this year,

in straight sets. It's not every day that the

Serbian legend gets taken down like this, and

it could be a precursor for what to expect later

onin his career.
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Janhw
Kapoor

Sweats It Qut In Gym, Shares
Glimpse Of Rigorous Workout Session

anhvi Kapoor is a fitness lover and continues to inspire fitness enthusiasts with her
dedication to staying fit. The Mr. & Mrs. Mahi star took to social media to give fans a peck
into her rigorous workout routine, and it’s safe to say — she’s not cutting any corners when
it comes to training hard. Taking to her Instagram stories, Janhvi shared a photo in which she
is doing Pilates. Her trainer Namrata Purohit shared the same photo. Recently, the actress
made debut at Cannes red carpet. Her look went viral on social media. Her boyfriend Shikhar

Pahariyaand sister Khushi also joined her.

Recently, Janhvi Kapoor and Shikhar Pahariya’s London getaway has taken over the internet,
especially after a heart-melting moment between the rumoured couple went viral. In a video
that has now caught fans’ attention, Janhvi is seen casually eating from Shikhar’s plate, even
though the same dish is served to her. Shikhar looks at her affectionately, and Janhvi returns
the gaze with a sweet, cheeky smile.

The video was part of a series of photos and clips Janhvi recently shared on her Instagram,

giving followers a peek into her vacation. She was seen posing confidently in a black tank top

and green cargo
trousers in front of

a scenic London

bridge. Other

photos included
wholesome  sister
moments with

Khushi Kapoor,

with whom she

enjoyed a

picturesque picnic

by the lakeside and
even went horse
riding. The
adorable moment
with Shikhar in the
final slide of her
post has especially
captured fans’
attention.

anhvi had
previously spoken
about her
relationship with Shikhar Pahariya on Koffee With Karan 8. Host Karan Johar teased her
about their on-again, off-again dynamic, to which Janhvi responded, “Have you heard that
song, Nadaan Parindey Ghar Aaja? Shikhar used to sing that to me a lot." The actress had also
been spotted wearing a necklace bearing his name in the past.Earlier this year, Shikhar
accompanied Janhvi to the Cannes Film Festival, where she attended the premiere of her
upcoming film Homebound. Directed by Neeraj Ghaywan, the film also stars Ishaan Khatter
and Vishal Jethwa.On the work front, Janhvi has a packed schedule. She will be seen in

Param Sundari opposite Sidharth Malhotra, Sunny Sanskari Ki Tulsi Kumari alongside

Varun Dhawan, and Peddi with Ram Charan,

Leo '8
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Offers Duas At Sana Khan’s Home
Rfter Mother’s Demise

I \ormer actress and Bigg Boss 6 fame Sana  gratitude to her. “No love is more pure and

unselfish than a mother’s love. Had to post this
because we often forget the love and sacrifices
they make for us," she wrote. “No matter how old
emotional post, Sana expressed her profound you are, you will always be a chota bacha for
grief and the deep pain she has been going them,"sheadded.
through. During this time, her close friend and Who Is Sana Khan?
mom-to-be Gauahar Khan, along with her Sana rose to fame after her appearance in Salman
husband Zaid Darbar, arrived at her
residence to pay their heartfelt
condolences.In a video shared on
Instagram, Gauahar, dressed in a
white suit, is seen entering the
building as her husband follows her.
Apart from Gauahar and Zaid, several
close friends like comedian
Munawar Faruqui’s wife
Mehzabeen Coatwala were seen
visiting Sana’s residence to pay their
respects and support the grieving
family.Sharing an emotional note on
[nstagram stories, Sana wrote, “Inna
Lillahi Wa Inna Ilaih Rajioon, My
beloved mother, Mrs Saceda, has
returned to Allah after struggling with bad health
conditions. Namaz-e-Janaza will be performed at
Oshiwara Qabarsthan after isha salat @9:45. Ho, Wajah Tum Ho, Toilet: Ek Prem Katha and
Your prayers for my mother will be helpful." Her  others.
mother’s funeral and burial ceremony were held In 2020, she announced her departure from
on Tuesday night in Mumbai. showbiz due to religious reasons and has since
Sana has always had a strong bond with hermother. ~ adopted a spiritual lifestyle. She is now an
In 2023, she shared a heartfelt video of her mother ~ entrepreneur and mother of a child with husband,
fixing her shoelaces, expressing her respect and ~ Anas Saiyad.

Khan is going through a rough phase in her
life as she lost her mother, Saeeda, on
Tuesday, due to prolonged illness. In an

......

Khan’s controversial reality show, Bigg Boss 6.
She appeared in a number of films including Jai

ollywood star and global fashion icon
Sonam Kapoor yesterday visited the

Sonam Kapoor And Isha Ambani Bring

Star Power To Serpentine Summer

Party, Pose With Cate Blanchett

B RS

Serpentine Gallery and was also
announced as Member of the Summer Party
Host Committee while attending Arpita
Singh’s exhibition: Remembering. Following
the exhibition, Sonam attended the Serpentine
Summer Party, co-hosted by Academy Award
Winner Cate Blanchett which is an invitation-
only fundraiser designed to bring together
leading individuals and supporters of the
institution from the worlds of art, fashion,
business and technology.

Sonam Kapoor was seen posing with none other

than two-time Oscar-winning actress Cate
Blanchett. Cate, who is regarded as one of the
most accomplished and revered figures in
Hollywood, has won Academy Awards for her
performances in The Aviator and Blue Jasmine.
At the event, she made a bold sartorial
statement in an intricately embellished dress
featuring seashells, metal accents, and a
sculptural hip detail — a look that was nothing
short of avant-garde and theatrical, in true
Blanchett fashion.

Also in attendance was Isha Ambani, who looked

radiant as always in a champagne-toned
beaded dress that shimmered in the evening
light. The sleeveless dress featured a petal-like
pattern, delicate embellishments, and a soft
flared hem that added to the dreamy vibe.
Isha’s soft waves, natural makeup, and
sparkling heels completed the look — she truly
looked elegant and effortlessly beautiful.

At the Summer Party, Sonam, the global

ambassador for the French luxury fashion
house Dior, sported a Kimono jacket from the
Dior Fall 2025 collection, embracing cultures
through the world with her fashion. Others
present at the fundraiser included Isha Ambani,
Eiza Gonzalez, Alicia Vikander, Rebel Wilson,
Georgia May Jagger, Lady Amelia Spencer,
Lady Eliza Spencer, Lily Allen and more.

Esha Gupta Reacts To
Being Called A ‘Sex
Symbol’: “It's Not A
Good Title To Have’

e

ctress and model Esha Gupta has shared
her thoughts on being called a “sex

symbol" in the industry. The tag, often
associated with actresses, is something that she
dealt with as people stereotyped her based on
her striking features. Speaking to Siddharth
Kannan on his YouTube show, Esha expressed
her frustration at being associated with
“sex."The conversation around this began
when the host enquired about the people who
tried to pull her down in the industry. She
candidly revealed that the agency she was
eyeing for a debut with refused to do so
because a “director-producer” asked them not
to, as they were planning to launch another big
artist. The same people also made her feel bad
about her looks.

“In the beginning, I did not stereotype myself;

people did it. And [ don’t think it was the media
either, the media does not do that. You are
feeding the media; it is the people who feed the
media," she said. Esha further reflected on
being called a “sex symbol." She added, *“‘Sex
Symbol’, *Hot’, what does that even mean?
What is a symbol of sex? Kamasutra is a
symbol of sex, it’snot Esha."

Esha continued, “If you say Esha Gupta is a sex
symbol, then this is something God has given
me, something Kamdev has given me. If you
are calling me a sex symbol, it’s not a good title
to have. It’s not bad either." She then explained
how such stereotyping impacted her, revealing
that she became very underconfident about her
look.

“Because you feel like, *Oh, I shouldn’t look like

this, right? I should look like the girl next door.”
Because that’s what people keep teaching you,
that how you look is not good," she mentioned,
pointing out how actresses now get surgeries to
look like her. The 39-year-old actress also
shared that a guy from the industry asked her to
get a nose job done, but she chose to remain
confident with the way she looked rather than
changing anything.As for her work, Esha, who
made her debut with Jannat 2, starring Emraan
Hashmi, was last seen on screen in Bobby
Deol’s Aashram. Reportedly, she has been
roped in for Dhamaal 4, featuring Ajay Devgn,
Riteish Deshmukh, Arshad Warsi, Sanjay
Mishra, Jaaved Jaaferi, along with fresh faces
like Sanjeeda Shaikh, Anjali Anand and
Upendra Limaye. It is slated to hit theatres on
Eid 2026.
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