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J P Nadda: BJP president
with nine lives

As the world’s largest political party contesting
serial elections, notching more hits than misses
and running governments at the Centre and 14
states, the BJP is known to be a stickler for
organisational propriety and discipline. It’s no
mean achievement considering that the exercise
of executive and legislative power alters the
dynamics within a party for the worse.

In the long years when the BJP was in the
opposition, it scrupulously adhered to its own
Constitution—as distinct from the Indian
Constitution— particularly when confronted with
imbroglios involving the leadership. The veto
power lay with the extended family’s head, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, that had the last
word and sometimes shot down the BJP’s
proposals and decisions to party leaders’
discomfiture. The RSS’s assertions were manifest
after the BJP was seated at the Centre and some
states. Competing pulls and pressures became
inevitable as the playing field grew larger and the
stakes for BJP leaders bidding for absolute power
became apparent.In 1991, when L K Advani
became the opposition leader in the Lok Sabha,
without a fuss he relinquished the BJP presidency
for Murli Manohar Joshi. The import of this act
gets amplified when in 2005, he scripted
encomiums for Muhammad Ali Jinnah during a
visitto Jinnah’s mausoleum in Karachi.

Following the first outcry of protest from Gujarat,
where Prime Minister Narendra Modi was the
chief minister and in the thick of fighting local
body polls, Advani was pressured by the BJP and
RSS’s sarsanghchalak K S Sudarshan to quit
office as the BJP chief. But ringed by a cabal of
new friends and advisers who advocated the
merits of converting to secularism, Advani fought
back for a while and eventually gave up office. If
the BJP and Advani had still not become the forces
they were by then despite the BJP losing the 2004
election, the view was he would have acquiesced.

Notwithstanding the skirmishes in BJP-ruled
states—most notably between two factions in
Gujarat, of which one was aided by Modi, then a
state general secretary—the party made it a point
to hold organisational polls from the lowest tier
every three years. Rivalries often surfaced at the
mandal and district tiers, but these were quelled to
allow the process of appointing a new president to
go on. So far in its history, the top post was never
contested in the BJP, unlike the Congress which
held polls twice to elect its president. It was either
the RSS’s writ that prevailed, pre-empting the
inevitability of a contest that would have
undermined the Sangh’s own authority or the
parivar’s unified purpose to reach the
commanding heights which disallowed
disruptions in an all-important quest for absolute
power.The current incumbent, J P Nadda, leads a
charmed life. The soft-spoken and amenable party
president—who has no choice but to lie low in the
highly centralised power structure run by the
Modi-Shah duopoly—is nearly at the end of a
five-year term. It’s a record in a party whose
Constitution stipulates two terms of three years
each to a president. He stepped into the post once
Amit Shah demitted office in 2019 on becoming a
central minister.Nadda hangs on to the post even
after his induction in the Union cabinet, which
was believed to be the first sign that a successor
was being readied. His continuance has virtually
put to rest the ‘one person, one post’ principle. But
who cares for the party’s Constitution any longer?
When an old-timer timorously brought up the
subject of not adhering to the book at an internal
meet, he was told that the Constitution existed
because of the party and not the other way—so
there was no need to obsess over its importance.

Where is the much-awaited successor? A plethora of
names are bandied about periodically. But like the
cat with nine lives, each time the succession
chatter gains momentum, Nadda manages to
survive. He was seldom embroiled in a
controversy like his role model, former party
president Kushabhau Thakre, who served during
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s prime ministerial tenure.

The recent Air India crash, whose causes are still

Public faith in judiciary at stake

The higher judiciary serves as a bulwark against injustice. If the judiciary hesitates to step in to restore people’s faith in a just order, we as a nation stand doomed.

A three-member committee comprising two Chief Justices

of high courts and a judge of a third high court, selected
by then Chief Justice of India (CJI) Justice Sanjiv
Khanna, examined more than 60 witnesses and inspected
the residential premises. The panel concluded that Justice
Varma could not explain satisfactorily the presence of
sacks 0fRs 500 notes, some of them damaged by the fire.

The committee recommended impeachment proceedings

against the judge as this was the course prescribed in the
Constitution for the dismissal of'a Supreme Court (SC) or
high court judge.The CJI and the SC’s Collegium of
senior judges recommended Justice Varma’s transfer
back to the Allahabad High Court, his parent HC, in

March itself. The CJI had instructed the Chief Justice of —/____,_,_——— X

the Delhi High Court not to allot judicial work to Justice
Varma while he was in the Capital. The CJI at that time
had an onerous duty to perform. He was well aware that
public trust in the integrity of the higher judiciary had to
be salvaged. At the same time, no scope should be left for
people to think that the judiciary at the highest level was
involved in any form of cover-up of a recalcitrant brother
judge. In my opinion, the CJI passed the test with
distinction. He opted for transparency, a route rarely
favoured by government agencies under attack.

The judiciary and the armed forces of the country are the

only two institutions left which people still respect. All
others, including the media to a great extent, have fallen
by the wayside. If these holdouts are politicised or
weakened by corruption, the present system of
governance would slip into full-fledged dictatorship.

The higher judiciary serves as a bulwark against injustice.

When winning elections at any cost becomes more
important than ensuring good governance by upholding
the rule of law, instances of injustice are bound to
increase. If the judiciary hesitates to step in to restore
people’s faith in a just order, we as a nation stand
doomed!Corruption in the judiciary is becoming a
problem. The CJI and other senior judges should sit up
and take notice. As corruption in society increases, as it is
happening today, leaders from all walks of life should
ponder over measures to combat the disease. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi used to say that he would not
touch tainted money and also not allow those under his
watch to do so.It is to be noted that he has not been
repeating this boast nowadays. Corruption in public life
goes on as merrily as before. Even his party, which was
voted to power in 2014 as it swore to end corruption, has
not bucked the trend. Having completed 11 years in
power, Modi’s party is absorbing in its ranks assorted
Congressmen, Shiv Sainiks and others who had been
named and even prosecuted by his government for big-
time corruption. An English term, “washing machine”,
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has entered common parlance in Mumbai.

Former Cabinet Secretary BG Deshmukh was a good

friend of mine. He and I, along with Dr Raj Kumar
Anand, a leading paediatrician of Mumbai, formed the
Public Concern for Governance Trust (PCGT). The Trust
concentrates on college and school students, trying to
make them good citizens by imbibing good values. We
felt that this was the only way concerned citizens like us
could contribute to fight corruption.A girl who served on
the staff of our NGO competed for a First-Class Judicial
Magistrate’s appointment in Maharashtra. She was
selected. Having worked with our NGO, where she
herself was involved in spreading noble values among the
youth, we are confident that there will be at least this one
dispenser of justice to perform her dharma, as the Gita

collegium of five senior judges of the Supreme Court.
Opposition parties cannot afford to vote against this
motion.

In a court of law, it might have been more difficult, though

not impossible, to sustain the charges. The main omission
of counting the burnt and unburnt notes could come to the
rescue of the accused. The leading legal luminary who has
taken the judge’s brief will certainly play up this defect in
the prosecution case.The firemen and the security detail
who were the first responders talked of sacks of currency
notes and burnt notes scattered on the ground. If a HC
judge was not involved, the panchnama would have been
drawn up. It would have sealed the culprit’s fate. But the
imperative of informing the CJI and getting his consent at
each stage threw up impediments to the normal procedure.

expects every good human to do without any expectation Three judges of repute have concluded that sacks of money

of a reward. The PCGT’s trustees will follow her career
with much interest.Reverting to Justice Varma’s case,
some previous impeachment proceedings went in vain.
This may not happen this time round as the BJP has taken
the correct stand, supporting the findings of the three-
member committee which passed muster with the

Develop a robust aviation maintenance ecosystem in India

were seen by the first responders but were removed by
Justice Varma’s personal staff before the Delhi High Court
officials could arrive at the scene. The then CJI’s decision
to hide nothing from the public and keep it informed at all
stages has helped to build public trust in the higher
judiciary, but there is along road ahead.

The safety of the millions flying every day rests squarely on ensuring the regulator tasked with overseeing it has the resources to perform its job. The recent crash unequivocally underscores this

being investigated, casts a harsh light on an issue
critical for aviation safety—the country’s
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO)
ecosystem. It’s not merely about fixing aircraft,
but having a well-regulated backbone to ensure
that every plane taking off is fit to do so. MRO is
not an option; it’s a critical pillar of aviation safety.
However, the sector is in a nascent stage in India
even after years of regulatory efforts to establish an
ecosystem. The crash and the frequent flight
cancellations due to technical glitches should be
seen as a warning for the government to address
the challenges the sector faces and clear the
hurdles to its development.The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)—the body that
oversees aviation safety and enforces MRO standards in
the country—faces its own share of challenges. A
Parliamentary Standing Committee report tabled just
days before the Air India incident highlighted that the
DGCA is facing a staggering 53 percent vacancy. How
can the country’s primary safety regulator effectively
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audit MRO providers, ensure compliance with complex
civil aviation requirements and oversee a rapidly
expanding sector—reflected in the number of airports
growing from 74 to 220—with over half its sanctioned
posts vacant? Similarly high levels of vacancy plague the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security, which is responsible

for security, and the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau. All this adds up to a
systemic oversight deficit in the country. The
domestic MRO sector is hobbled by some
inherent deficiencies. A Niti Aayog report has
highlighted manufacturing monopolies that
restrict access to vital data and manuals,
inadequate infrastructure such as modern
hangars and specialised training facilities, and a
lack of universal recognition for DGCA’s
certifications, which severely hinders India’s
ability to undertake high-value MRO work.
While policy adjustments like GST reduction are
welcome steps, they alone cannot address the
foundational issues hampering the sector’s
growth and efficacy. The safety of the millions
flying every day rests squarely on ensuring the regulator
tasked with overseeing it has the resources to perform its
job. The recent crash unequivocally underscores this.
Building a robust MRO infrastructure and filling critical
regulatory vacancies are not avoidable expenses—they
are essential investments needed to save lives.

- Family values: Court affirms Tamil Nadu’s inclusive gender traditions

Madras High Court’s ruling that same-sex couples can form a family is a testament to Tamil Nadu’s progressive legacy rooted in Indic traditions, activism and legal

reforms. The state has led in establishing significant milestones for LGBTQIA+ rights in the country

In a landmark ruling delivered earlier this month, the
Madras High Court affirmed that same-sex couples
can form families without legal marriage. It
marked a major milestone for LGBTQIA+ rights in
India, particularly in Tamil Nadu. Emerging from a
habeas corpus petition, the ruling addressed the
case of a 25-yearold lesbian woman detained by her
natal family. Her partner sought her release so that
they could live together. While securing her
freedom, Justices G R Swaminathan and V
Lakshminarayanan expanded the definition of
family under Indian law, emphasising personal
autonomy and right to self-determination.

It comes decades after the 2002 suicide of two
lesbian women in Erode’s Satyamangalam forest
after facing societal rejection of their relationship.
Despite this, the 2025 verdict builds on Tamil
Nadu’s progressive legacy rooted in both legal
reforms and Indic traditions fostering wider
acceptance of diverse identities. The verdict
signals progress while recognising the concept of a
“chosen family” under Article 21 of the
Constitution, which guarantees life and personal
liberty. The court’s assertion that “marriage is not
the sole mode to found a family” validates non-
traditional relationships and offers hope where
despair once prevailed.Despite a section of society
refusing to accept gender-diverse communities,
every May to July, vast numbers of indigenous
gender-variant and diverse SOGIESC (sexual
orientation, gender identity, expression, and sex
characteristics) communities in south India honour
their patron deities at temples such as those for
Koothandavar Aravan in Tamil Nadu, and for
Ellamma, Bhagavati and Mariamman across the

region. These communities enact gender-specific
Hindu rituals, which have historically provided
sacred spaces for early LGBTQIA+ activism. This
cultural acceptance, though not universal, has
helped shape a more inclusive societal framework
and complemented the legal efforts.

The court’s legal reasoning in the latest case was
meticulous. The detainee confirmed her lesbian
identity and desire to live with her partner,
exposing familial coercion. The judges,
referencing the Supreme Court’s 2023 ruling in the
Supriyo @ Supriya Chakraborty case, noted while
same-sex marriage remains unrecognised, same-
sex couples can still form families. The court
criticised police inaction and directed law
enforcement to protect the couple, reinforcing the
judiciary’s role in safeguarding individual rights
against societal and familial pressures

Tamil Nadu’s history of activism and legal
milestones has been crucial in reaching this point.
In 1994, former Chief Election Commissioner T N
Seshan granted voting rights to transgender
individuals, setting a precedent for inclusion. In
2004, advocate G R Swaminathan, now a judge,
secured voter identity cards for transgender people,
prompting the state to publicise their voting rights.
By 2006, a government order aimed to improve
transgender living conditions, promoting
counseling to prevent disownment and ensure
educational access.

In 2008, Tamil Nadu established a transgender
welfare board, and in the early 2000s, it introduced
one of India’s first transgender welfare policies,
offering free gender-affirming surgeries and socio-
economic benefits. Asia’s first Genderqueer Pride

Parade and Education Fest for school children and
college students were organised in 2012. Anjali
Gopalan of Naz Foundation flagged off the event in
Madurai.In 2019, the Madurai bench of the Madras
High Court led by Justice Swaminathan banned
forced sex-selective surgeries on intersex infants,
making Tamil Nadu the first state to do so. It also

became the first to recognise and register marriages
of transgender and intersex persons under the
Hindu Marriage Law, amend police guidelines to
prevent harassment of the LGBTQIA+ community,
ban conversion therapy, and include LGBTQIA+
issues in curriculums in 2017.

Organisations like Srishti Madurai and Orinam
Collective have supported these efforts through
legal petitions, providing shelters, funds and
organising workshops, pride parades, embedding
queer rights within Tamil Nadu’s cultural and legal
fabric. Today, the Tamil has native terminologies
for diverse SOGIESC identities, which is missing
inmany Indian languages.

Festivals and rituals at temples like Koothandavar

Aravan, where gender-diverse individuals are
celebrated, has provided a foundation for
LGBTQIA activism. These sacred spaces, where
GIESC communities perform rituals honoring
deities associated with fluid gender identities, have
historically challenged societal norms, fostering a
sense of belonging and resistance against
discrimination. This cultural acceptance, though
not without resistance, has been a catalyst for legal
victories, like the latest ruling, which resonates
with the communal spirit of these traditions.

Despite these advancements, challenges persist. The
2002 suicide underscores the personal struggles
behind legal battles. Activists say societal
acceptance often lags behind legal progress, with
financial hardships and exclusion remaining
prevalent.The latest verdict complements rulings
by former Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud and
Justice Venkatesh of Madras High Court, creating
an ecosystem where personal identity and
relational freedom are upheld as matters of dignity
and public interest, the ruling has sparked broader
discourse on queer rights, inviting debate on legal
recognition of diverse family structures. It signals a
future where all, regardless of sexual orientation,
can live with integrity and autonomy.

The ruling is a testament to the enduring power of
activism Activists are continuing to push for
comprehensive legal recognition, including same-
sex marriage, and cultural acceptance to address
ongoing discrimination. Building on decades of
progress, the latest judgement ensures that love in
all its forms is protected, offering a path towards an
inclusive future where past tragedies are not
repeated.
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Sensex ends 300 points
higher, Nifty above 25,600;
Jio Financial shares jump
4%

New Delhi. Benchmark indices closed higher for the
fourth straight session on Thursday, buoyed by easing
global concerns and renewed foreign inflows.

The S&P BSE Sensex rose 303.03 points to end at
84,058.90, while the NSE Nifty50 gained 88.80
points, settling at 25,637.80. All broader market
indices also finished in positive territory as volatility
eased, bringing both key benchmarks within striking
distance of new record highs.Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial Services, said recent
global developments have lifted market
sentiment.“Key catalysts like the ceasefire in the
Middle East and optimism around easing trade
tensions have cleared investor concerns. After several
sessions of selling, FIIs have turned net buyers, which
is helping stabilise the market,” he said.

“Benign oil prices, a stronger rupee, and steady
macroeconomic indicators are driving interest in
domestic growth themes. Expectations of stronger
earnings, supported by resilient consumption, are
further boosting optimism.”

Pump and dump scam: Sebi
says has raided many shell
companies

MUMBAI. Markets watchdog Sebi has confirmed
reports in a section of the media that it had carried out
raids in multiple locations and on multiple shell
companies for what it considers to be cases of pump
and dump scams.“Sebi has conducted search and
seizure operations at multiple locations in June in
connection with pump and dumpin certain scrips
and has seized incriminating evidence,” Sebi said
in a statement Friday, confirming various news
reports regarding its raids in the pump and dump
scam.“Further investigatio in the matter is under
progress,” the regulator added in the statement
without offering any more details such as the number
of companies raised or the value of the alleged scam
etc.Some section of the media has been reporting
since last week that Sebi raided around two dozen
shell companies involved in the Rs 300-crore pump
and dump’ scheme across Ahmedabad, Mumbai and
Gurugram. These raids are one of the biggest in
Sebi’s history in terms of monetary value.

The raids primarily involved 15-20 shell companies
which were allegedly created by promoters of some
listed companies to pump and dump their own shares.
At least two listed agro-tech companies along with
their promoters are said to be at the helm of the
alleged network, sources had said.“Sebi has seized
several documents including company documents,
rubber stamps. Preliminary assessment suggests the
scam was at least Rs 300 crore, however more details
would emerge once the seized documents are
analysed,” a source was quoted by one such report.

Generally, in cases of pump and dump schemes, Sebi
issues an order against the entities. In in very few
cases, Sebi also uses its search and seizure powers
against the entities like in the current case.The pump
and dump scam works in the following manner:
promoters create shell companies and register them
as proprietary traders which will buy and sell the
company stocks later. In the past, there have many
instances where Sebi has gone after promoters of
small and mid-cap companies for manipulating their
stocks.In a pump and dump scheme, entities related
to the scamsters first start buying shares of own
companies in large numbers to drive up the stock
price and once the price has gone up significantly, it
catches the attention of retail investors and the
manipulators then exit the stock at a profit by selling
the shares to gullible retail investors.

Output of farm sector rises
to Rs 29.49 lakh crore in
FY24: Govt data

New Delhi. The Gross Value of Output (GVO) from the
agriculture and allied sector increased 54.6 percent
from FY 12 to FY24 to Rs 29.49 lakh crore at constant
prices, the National Statistics Office (NSO) said on
Friday.The NSO, part of the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI), has released
the annual publication of ‘Statistical Report on Value
of Output from Agriculture and Allied Sectors (2011-
12 to 2023-24)’.“Gross Value of Output (GVO) from
the agriculture and allied sector at constant prices has
shown steady growth from Rs 1,908 thousand crore in
2011-12 to Rs 2,949 thousand crore in 2023-24,
marking an overall increase of approximately 54.6
percent,” NSO said.It further said the Gross Value
Added (GVA) of agriculture and allied sectors at
current prices registered a growth of about 225
percent, increasing from Rs 1,502 thousand crore in
2011-12to Rs 4,878 thousand crore in 2023-24.

The publication is a comprehensive document that
provides detailed tables on values of output of crop,
livestock, forestry and logging, and fishing and
aquaculture sectors of agriculture and allied activities
from 2011-12 to 2023-24 at both current and constant
(2011-12) prices.The detailed publication comes after
the major aggregates at the all-India level have been
released in the form of National Accounts Statistics on
28th February 2025, NSO said.According to the data,
the crop sector with GVO at Rs 15.95 lakh crore
remains the largest contributor to total GVO (at
constant prices) of agriculture and allied sectors with
a share of 54.1 percent in 2023-24. Cereals and fruits
and vegetables together accounted for 52.5 percent of
total crop GVO in 2023-24. Among the cereals, only
paddy and wheat constituted approximately 85
percent of GVO (at constant prices) of all cereals in
2023-24.Five states—Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Punjab, Telangana, and
Haryana—contributed nearly 53 percent of GVO (at
constant prices) of cereals in 2023-24.With a reduced
share (18.6 percent in 2011-12 to 17.2 percent in
2023-24), Uttar Pradesh maintained the top position,
according to the NSO data.In the fruit group in 2023-
24, the constant price GVO of bananas (Rs 47,000
crore) has surpassed that of mangoes (Rs 46,100
crore). Mango was the top-most contributor in GVO
(at constant prices) in the fruit group consistently
from2011-12t02021-22.

—
MUMBALI.

New Delhi HDFC Bank has again cut

Indusind Bank shortlists 3 names for
__top job ahead of RBI deadline

The hank is run by an RBI-
approved executive
committee comprising its
consumer hanking head
Soumitra Sen and the chief
administrative officer Anil
Rao.

The troubled Indusind Bank,
which has been headless since late April
when the scam-tainted chief executive
Sumant Kathpalia and his deputy Arun
Khurana resigned owning moral
responsibility for the massive losses in its
forex derivatives trading book, has
reportedly shortlisted three names--Rajiv
Anand of Axis Bank, Anup Saha of Bajaj
Finance, and Rahul Shukla of HDFC

HDFC Bank slashes FD and savings
rates again in June. Details here

Bank--to man the top deck.While Ra]lV
Anand is currently the deputy managing
director of Axis Bank, Anup Saha is the
managing director of Bajaj Finance, and
Rahul Shukla is the group head of
commercial and rural banking at HDFC
Bank and is on a sabbatical from the
largest private sector bank.

While Sumant Kathpalia resigned on April

29, his deputy Arun Khurana did so a day
before. Both had cited moral
responsibility for the scam for the
decisions to leave, which came in well
after seven weeks since the crisis came
out. Both have also been banned by the
market regulator from the market for
insider trading—they had pocketed over
Rs 157 crore from selling bank’s shares in
2023-24.Since their resignations, the
bank is run by an RBI-approved executive
committee comprising its consumer
banking head Soumitra Sen and the chief
administrative officer Anil Rao.
According to a source in the know of the
development, the board of the Hinduja
group-promoted bank is expected to clear

HDFC Bank's latest changes signal that deposit rates could remain soft if the RBI continues its rate-cutting cycle. Depositors

these names and submit the list to the
Reserve Bank for approval any day now
before the regulatory deadline of June 30.
The regulator has also asked the board to
suggest probable names only from

outside IndusInd Bank. During a recent
analyst call, Indusind chairman Sunil
Mehta had assured stakeholders that the
names would be submitted well before the
deadline.The upcoming leadership
change is seen as a crucial development
for the bank, which has been in focus
since early March when it was forced by
the RBI to inform all stakeholders that it

should review their plans, stay updated with rate changes, and make informed decisions hefore hooking new FDs or Rds.

its fixed deposit (FD) interest rates
this month. This is the second rate cut
in June 2025 for India’s largest
private bank. From June 25,2025, the
bank has lowered the interest rate on
single FD tenures by 25 basis points
(bps) for deposits below Rs 3
crore.This follows a similar cut made
earlier on June 10, 2025, after the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reduced

I} HDFC BANK

Sewa Corporate Park, M. G. Road, Gurugram Branch

Along with the FD rate cut, HDFC
Bank has also lowered the
interest rate on all savings
accounts. From June 24, 2025,
the savings rate is down by 25
bps, i.e., from 2.75% to 2.50%
per annum for all balances.The
savings account interest is
calculated daily and paid every
three months.

WHAT ABOUT RECURRING

New Delhi
option to withdraw their Employees’ Provident
Fund (EPF) money directly using ATMs or UPI,
once their bank accounts are linked with their
EPF.

NEW SYSTEM IN WORKS

A senior official has shared that the labour ministry
is working on this new plan. To make this work,
EPF accounts will be linked with members’ bank
accounts.A part of the EPF amount may be kept
frozen, but a large portion will be available to
withdraw using debit cards or UPLCURRENT
WITHDRAWAL PROCESS

made accounting mistakes in the forex
derivatives books for several years and
that it would have to make provisions to
the tune of 1.35% of its net worth as of
December 2024 when it was Rs 64,000
crore.But the bank on May 22 said while
announcing the March quarter earnings
that the losses were much higher at Rs
2,329 crore. It had booked a net profit of
Rs 2,349 crore in the year-ago period.
Most of the loss was due to the
impairment in its forex derivatives book,
which the management first said would
be only around Rs 1,600 crore. The lender
reported net interest income of just Rs
3,048 crore in Q4 a whopping 43% less
from Rs 5,376 crore a year ago.The 59-
year-old Rajiv Anand of Axis Bank has
over 35 years of experience in the
financial services sector. He began his
journey at Axis Asset Management
Company in 2009 as its founding
managing director and chief executive. In
2013, he moved to Axis Bank as president
of retail banking, eventually joining the
board in the same year.

EPFO may soon allow
direct EPF withdrawals via

ATMs and UPI

EPFO members may soon get the

the repo rate by 50 bps, from 6% to
5.5%.

WHICH FD TENURE ISAFFECTED?

HDFC Bank has reduced the interest rate
on FDs with a tenure of 15 months to
less than 18 months. Earlier, this rate
was 6.60% for general customers and
7.10% for senior citizens. Now, it is
6.35% for general customers and
6.85% for seniors.The bank offers FD
rates from 2.75% to 6.60% for the
general public (for 18 months to less
than 21 months) and 3.25% to 7.10%

for senior citizens for amounts under Rs
3 crore.PENALTY FOR
PREMATURE WITHDRAWAL

If you need to break your FD early,
remember that the bank charges a
penalty. According to HDFC Bank’s
rules, if you withdraw your FD before
maturity, you will get 1% less than the
rate applicable for the period your
money stayed with the bank, and not the
original contracted rate.

SAVINGS ACCOUNT RATES ALSO
REDUCED

DEPOSITS?

The bank’s recurring deposit (RD)
interest rates remain between 4.25%
and 6.60% for general customers and
4.75% to 7.10% for senior citizens,
depending on the deposit period. These
rates have been in effect since June 10,
2025.

WHAT ITMEANS FOR CUSTOMERS

With two rate cuts in a single month,
HDFC Bank customers will now see
slightly lower returns on fresh FDs and
savings accounts.

Weekly Review: Gold prices fall as investors
turn away from safe-haven assets

CHENNALI. Gold prices have recently
declined, marking their second
consecutive weekly loss, as global
investors increasingly shift
focus away from traditional
safe-haven assets. The
weakening demand for gold
comes amid a broader surge in
risk appetite, buoyed by rising
equity markets, easing
geopolitical tensions, and
firming expectations of a
stable macroeconomic
environment.

In India, the precious metal
prices have eased this week, |
offering a potential buying
opportunity. On June 28, the
price for 22-carat gold fell by
about Rs55 per gram from the previous
day—now around Rs. 8,930 per
gram—while 24-carat gold was Rs.
9,742 per gram. Over the last ten days,
22-carat prices have dropped from Rs.
9,265 on June 19 to Rs. 8,930 on June

28—a fall of roughly Rs. 335.

Similarly, 24-carat gold fell from Rs.
10,108 toRs. 9,742—aRs. 366 decline.

This downward trend reflects a broader

global correction, driven by easing
geopolitical tensions (such as the
Israel-Iran ceasefire), a stronger dollar,
and rising U.S. Treasury yields
reducing the appeal of non-yielding

assets like gold . In MCX futures,

domestic prices dropped about Rs.

1,630 per 10?g this week amid reduced
safe-haven demand. For
buyers, this dip may be a good
chance to purchase jewelry or
invest—but it's wise to monitor
global trends, interest rates,
and inflation data for future
movements.

Spot gold dropped by
approximately 1.2% to around
$3,288 per ounce, while US
August futures fell by 1.7%,
closing the week with a nearly
3% decline. This drop reflects
investor preference for higher-
yielding or growth-oriented
assets, with the Nasdaq hitting

fresh record highs—signaling a strong
risk-on sentiment in the market. Gold’s
earlier rally, which saw prices touching
historic highs earlier this year, has also
prompted technical profit-taking,
accelerating the recent sell-off.

Right now, if you want to withdraw your EPF
money, you have to file a claim online or offline.
This process can take time. Even though the
EPFO does have an auto-settlement system where
claims are cleared within three days, you still have
to submita claim.

Recently, the EPFO increased the auto-settlement
limit from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh. This means
members can get up to Rs 5 lakh cleared
automatically within three days for things like
medical expenses, education, housing, or

U
Provident Fund
y

marriage. WHY IS THE CHANGE NEEDED

The EPFO, which serves over 7 crore people, first
brought in online auto-settlement for advance
claims during COVID-19 to help members in
financial need. Yet, people still need to file claims
to get their EPF. The new plan hopes to cut out this
step and lighten the EPFO’s load, as it deals with
over 5 crore withdrawal requests annually. The
official added that this new plan aims to cut down
on paperwork and save time for both the EPFO
and its members. However, the EPFO cannot
directly allow cash withdrawals like a bank
because it does not have a banking licence. So, the
government is trying to upgrade EPFO’s services
so they work more like regular bank services.

Wall Street rallies to record highs as Al
stocks soar, recession fears ease

US stock markets hit all-time
highs on Friday thanks to an Al

hoom and Fed hints at looser
policy ahead. Trade deals with
the UK and China have also
fuelled market hopes that a
global recession could be
avoided.

New Delhi. The S&P 500 and Nasdaq

closing high.The Nasdaq had tumbled
26.7% from its previous peak, marking
a bear market days after Trump's
"Liberation Day" on April 2.Since
then, US trade deals with the UK and
China have firmed up market
expectations for more such agreements
on the hopes that a global recession
could be avoided.The S&P 500 has
surged more than 23.5% and the
Nasdaq about 32% since their recent
lowest close on April 8, largely
powered by a handful of megacap
stocks such as Microsoft, Nvidia, Meta
Platforms and Amazon.If the Nasdaq
closes above the December 16 record

Composite hit all-time highs on Friday as
megacap stocks surged on renewed Al
enthusiasm and the prospect of a looser
monetary policy, powering a recovery in
US stocks from months-long rout.The
benchmark index rose 0.2% to 6,154.81
points, surpassing the previous peak of
6,147.43 on February 19, while the tech-
heavy Nasdaq gained 0.3% to 20,229.31
points, exceeding its record high of
20,204.58 on December 16.Markets

rallied this week as an upbeat forecast
from chipmaker Micron brought back
investor confidence around artificial
intelligence, while Al bellwether Nvidia
hit a record high to reclaim its position as
the world's most valuable company.Risk
appetite also benefited from a US-
brokered ceasefire to a 12-day air battle
between Israel and Iran that sparked a

jump in crude prices and raised worries of
higher inflation.Dovish remarks from
Federal Reserve policymakers have also
aided sentiment.Trump's April 2
"reciprocal tariffs" on major trading
partners and their chaotic rollout had put
the S&P 500 within a striking distance of
confirming a bear market when it ended
down 19% from its February 19 record

close at 20,173.89, it would be the end

of the bear market and start of a new
bull market, according to common
definitions.A bear market is defined as a
20% decline from a record high close, on
a closing basis.Both the Nasdaq and S&P
500 have gained 4.4% this year as of
Thursday's close. The blue-chip Dow has
risen about 2% this year and remains
about 3.7% below its all-time peak.
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Delhi bans fuel for old

In first meeting of MCD’s Standing 50",
Committee, 25 proposals get nod vl defersbe acke!

-

The delay
caused due to o
tussle hetween
AAP and BJP
had ended with

NATIONAL

25% WP, used to kill
mosquito larvae in its
initial stage. This is in
line with the initiative
taken up by MCD’s
Public Health department
to prevent and control of
vector-borne diseases
ahead of the monsoon.
Also passed were items
related to the revision of
the layout plan of DDU

Hospital.

Leader of Opposition,
AAP councillor Ankush
Narang, meanwhile,
raised the issue of poor
sanitation in Central,
West, and South zones,

ol questioning the budget

N sanctioned to each

. councillor.
A At the meeting,

councillors boug,hl

Agency New Delhi.

Poor sanitation, dog menace,
monsoon preparedness, and status
of desilting were among the few
issues discussed on Friday at the
first meeting of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi’s (MCD)
Standing Committee, a body setup
after a delay of two-and-a-half
years.

The delay caused due to a tussle
between AAP and BJP had ended

Agency New Delhi.
Starting July 1, Delhi will stop supplying fuel to all
overage vehicles. As part of this effort, the

the
appointment of

BJP councillor
Satya Sharma
as chairperson
on June 12

- -

with the appointment of BIP
councillor Satya Sharma as
chairperson on June 12. Every
project worth over Rs 5 crore
needs to be passed by this
committee.

At the meeting on Friday, Sharma
announced that the deadline for
availing a 10% rebate on property
tax has been extended till July 31.

Over 25 items on the agenda were
passed at the meeting, including
the purchase of Diflubenzuron

Marg, as well as Delhi
University colleges, including
Shri Ram College of Commerce
(SRCC)and St Stephen’s College.
The proposal for SRCC included the
construction of a new academic
block and the addition of two
floors for a girls” hostel. The
approval for this proposal had
been pending since 2012, For St
Stephen’s College, the approved
proposal included the addition of a
new academic block, a hostel

Faridabad murder: Police await
post-mortem report to confirm

. - , .
rape by victim’s father-in-law
Agency Faridabad.

The Faridabad police, probing the murder of a 25-year-
old woman, whose decomposed body was found buried
in a pit, 1s awaiting the post-mortem report to confirm
the rape confession of the victim’s father-in-law, who
allegedly strangled her in April.

The Crime Branch-DLF, Haryana Police, have added rape
charges against the father-in-law, who was arrested on
June 20, the same day the woman’s body was recovered
outside his house in Faridabad.

A police officer told while the accused had stated during
interrogation that he had allegedly raped the deceased.
before the murder, they are awaiting the medical and
post-mortem reporis of the deceased are still awaited.
“He did not tell the family about the (alleged) rape,” the
officer said.

Five days after the decomposed body was found beneath a
concrete slab, the Crime Branch on June 25 arrested her
mother-in-law in the case. The case was initially being
probed asa dowry dispute.

The father-in-law had allegedly confessed that the family
had conspired to murder the daughter-in-law due to
ongoing domestic disputes, including talks of divorce.

According to the police, the father-in-law had allegedly
revealed that he and his family had plotted the murder a
week before the incident. On April 21, he allegedly sent
his wife to her relatives in Uttar Pradesh. The same day,
apit was dug outside their house, the police had said.

The victim was allegedly given sugarcane juice laced
with sleeping pills by the father-in-law, and later that
night, while she was unconscious, he strangled her with
a dupatta. Her body was then buried in the pit with her
husband’s assistance, the police said, adding that the
family subsequently reported that she had gone missing
to mislead people. The police had initially registered a
missing case based on a complaint by the husband on
April 25. While the husband is absconding, the role of
the husband’s sister is under investigation. However,
the police intensified the investigation following
suspicions and complaints from the deceased’s father
that her in-laws were involved in her disappearance.

Minor boy, tailor stabbed to

death in separate incidents in
Delhi’s Rohini

block.
auditorium block. A proposal in
this regard had been pending for
the last 10 years.

The meeting also approved the
extension of contract for private

staff quarters, and an

security services, sanitation
workers, and housekeeping staffat
MCD-run hospitals such as
Kasturba Hospital, Rajan Babu
Institute of Pulmonary Medicine
and Tuberculosis and Maharishi
Valmiki Infectious Discases

status and data on drains
desilted ahead of monsoon, open
drains, JJ Colony clusters,
encroachments, illegal parking,
and vacant posts of sanitation
workers, among others.

A civic body official said,
“Authorities have hastened the
process of desilting. Till now, 1.56
lakh metric tonne of silt has been
removed, while 37,000 small
drains have been desilted against
the 40,000 target.”

Delhi BJP chief accuses ILBS of
labour & PF law violations

In his letter, Sachdeva wrote, "The specific issue relates to PF contributions being made by the institute,

which, as per information received, are not in compliance with statutory requirements”

Agency New Delhi.

Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva
has written to Central Provident Fund
Commissioner Ramesh Krishnamurti
alleging serious violations of labour
laws and provident fund
regulations at the Institute of
Liver and Biliary Sciences
(ILBS), an autonomous
institution under the Delhi
government.

In a letter dated May 15,
Sachdeva alleged that the
employer’s contribution
towards provident fund (PF)
at the super-speciality
hospital for liver and biliary |
diseases is reportedly
limited to only 8% of the
employees’ salaries, in
contravention of the
statutory requirement of 12%. He
alleged that an equivalent amount is
deducted from employees’ salaries.

When asked, ILBS Director Dr S K Sarin
said, “So far, I have not received any
complaint from anyone.” Sarin further

Employees’

said that he will look into the details as
soon as he receives any official
intimation.

In his letter, Sachdeva wrote,

“The

specific issue relates to PF

contributions being made by the
institute, which, as per information
received, are not in compliance with
statutory requirements.”

“The salary figures submitted to the

Provident Fund

Organisation (EPFO) are shown to be
lower than the actual amounts, thereby
misrepresenting the contribution as
compliant,” he added. This
manipulation not only violates the
Employees’ Provident
Fund and Miscellaneous
Provisions Act, 1952, but
also undermines the
financial security of the
employees, he further said.

. “Moreover, it is alleged that
these actions are taking
place with the full
knowledge and complicity
of senior officials at the
institute. Employees, most
of whom are on contractual
appointments, reportedly
refrain from raising these
issues formally due to fear
of termination and other reprisals. I am
also informed that these irregularities
have been going on for a few years now
and largely unchecked,” he said in his
complaint. Despite attempts, Sachdeva
could not be contacted for aresponse.

This park in Delhi could soon he
‘nollution-free’. Here are the details

The previous AAP Delhi government had explored various measures to control air pollution,

including the installation of two smog towers at Connaught Place and Anand Vihar

Agency New Delhi.

The Delhi government has an ambitious
plan up its sleeve to turn the famed
Nehru Park in the diplomatic enclave
of Lutyens® Delhi into a *pollution-
free zone”— by installing ‘modern air
purifiers’ equipped with a unique
system to capture and store polluting ps.
particles, said officials.

According to Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) first
installed the air purifiers on a trial

initiative on a Iargc-scalc basis,
starting with Nehru Park..

The

prcnuscs has a good green cover. But

the trial run were selected based on

whether they saw a large influx of

vehicles or where pedestrian footfall
was high.

“For instance, Anand Vihar-ISBT
sees buses passing through, it has a
high footfall, and there is
construction work going on. So,
this spot was suggested by the
Commission for Air Quality
Management. In Jangpura, the
machines were installed at a petrol
pump, which also sees vehicles

Niharika Rai,

Transport Department, the Traffic Police, and the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) will
work together to identify hotspots that see a high
number of such vehicles attempting to pass
through the city. These vehicles will be identified
by ANPR (Automatic Number Plate
Recognition) cameras that have been installed at
498 fuel stations, officials said Friday.
According to directions issued earlier this year by
the Commission for Air Quality Management in
NCR and Adjoining Areas (CAQM), all end-of-
life vehicles (ELVs) — 10 years for diesel
vehicles and 15 years for petrol ones — will be
denied fuel starting Tuesday. From October 31,
the plan comes into effect in five high-vehicle-
density districts of Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Ghaziabad, Gautam Buddha Nagar, and Sonipat.
Secretary-Cum-Commissioner,
Transport Department, said the number of ELVs
arriving at a fuel station will be noted, as it could
be a proxy for vehicle owners residing in nearby
areas. Targeted action will be taken at such fuel
stations, Rai said. “Joint teams of the transport
department, traffic police and MCD will be
deployedatall identified fuel stations reporting a
high number of such vehicles.”

Ajay Chaudhary, Special Commissioner (Traffic),

Delhi Police, said, “The departments are still
assessing how the teams should be deployed as a
few fuel stations work around the clock, but
others work fora few hours.” He emphasised that
there will be no loopholes and the plan will be
implemented stringently, as all staff at fuel
stations have also been trained.

Delhi: Man on scooter
dies after throat slit by

Chinese manjha
Agency New Delhi.

A 22-year-old man died after his throat was slitby a

banned Chinese manjha — a sharp string used for
flying kites — while he was riding his scooter
near Bara Hindu Rao Hospital in North Delhi on
Friday evening. Chinese manjha, which is coated
with glass, metal, or other sharp materials, has
been banned in the Capital since 2017.

Police said the victim, Yash Goswami, a resident of

Karawal Nagar, was on his way home when he
came in contact with the sharp thread near the
Rani Jhansi flyover. “Goswami suffered a deep
cut on his neck, causing him to collapse on the
spot. He was rushed to the hospital by passersby,
where he was declared dead on arrival,” a police
officer said.

Goswami used to run an auto parts shop in Karol

Bagh. He was alone at the time of the incident but
was wearing a helmet, the officer added.

Police said a case under Section 106(1) (causing

death by negligence) of the BNS has been
registered against unknown persons at Bara
Hindu Rao police station. “The crime scene was
inspected by the forensics team, and strands of
Chinese manjha were recovered from the body as
well as from the scooter,” another officer said.

This is not the first incident of Chinese manja

claiming lives in the Capital. In July 2023, in West
Delhi’s Paschim Vihar, a seven-year-old girl lost
her life after the thread slit her neck while she
travelling with her parents on a scooter.

Last year, in August, a 47-year-old Assistant Sub-

Inspector (ASI) of the Delhi Traffic Police and a
34-year-old businessman were injured by the
abrasive string in two separate but similar

when the air-quality level deteriorates
overall, it also affects this space —
even if the AQI is better than other
locations. So, with these machines, we
want to make this park pollution-free,”
he said. Officials said the locations for

passing through. As for the two other
locations, one is a residential area and
the other a hotel. Thus, the key aim is
to reduce harmful exposure to people
in outdoor spaces that see a high
footfall,” said an official.

basis at four locations — Anand Vihar
ISBT in 2023, Ambassador hotel in
Khan Market, and New Moti Bagh in
2024, and Jangpura in January 2025 -

which were successful. “The
government is planning to extend this

Delhi govt schools directed to set up Special
Admission Cells for children out of school

The cells have been tasked with ensuring smooth and time-bound admission of identified out-of-
school children, including those with special needs, in Delhi.

incidents in Northeast Delhi. Cracking down on
the illegal stocking of Chinese manja, the Delhi
Police Crime Branch had conducted a raid in
Rohini in August 2024. During the raid, they
recovered around 12,000 reels of illegal Chinese
manja and arrested three people for slockmg it.

Agency New Delhi.

Two people, including a | 5-year-old boy, were stabbed to
death in separate incidents which took place within a
span of two hours in Rohini’s Aman Vihar area on
Thursday evening, the Delhi Police said.

According to the police, at 8.30 pm on Thursday, they
received a call about two siblings being stabbed by a
group of people in the Aman Vihar area, with one of
them succumbing to the injuries. The deceased was
identified as Praveen, 25, a tailor who had been living in
Aman Vihar’s Balveer Nagar for the past two months.

A police team rushed his brother Deepak to Sanjay
Gandhi Hospital where he was reportedly in a critical
condition,

A police officer said Praveen and Deepak were on their
way to buy vegetables on Thursday night when some
assailants attacked Praveen with knives. Deepak
intervened to save his brother, but was also stabbed by
the attackers, who then fled.

“Praveen had an altercation with some local residents
earlier this month, and they were allegedly looking for
revenge. The assailants have been identified and
attempts are being made to nab them.” an officer said.

Just two hours before the incident, at 6.30 pm, Aman
Vihar police received another call about a 15-year-old
boy being stabbed to death by boys in his
neighbourhood.

According to a senior police officer, the boys who
attacked the Class 10 student had an argument with him
and his friends at a park in Rohini’s Sector 20. *Three to
four boys came to the park where the deceased was with
his friends. The deceased got into an argument with the
visiting boys, who then started beating him,” a police
officer said. Four friends of the deceased then stepped in
to help him, upon which the attackers took out knives
and stabbed all five.

Resource Centre Coordinator
(CRCC)to give data to the cell.
The SAC has been tasked with
ensuring smooth and time-bound
admission of identified out-of-
school children, including
Children with Special Needs. It is
also expected to guide and
counsel parents and children
during the admission process.
According to the circular, the
SAC should ensure minimal -
documentation and coordinate
with the school head and Special
Training Centre (STC) teachers for
enrolment support. Other responsibilities

listed include:
To monitor retention, attendance

W The reports should include the
admission status of the children,
their attendance in schools and
Special Training Centres, status of
textbook supply, uniform, writing
material, assessment status and
mainstreaming plan, among others
which should be provided to the
Samagra Shiksha headquarters
through district project offices.

=" According to the department’s
standard operating procedure for
out-of-school children, their
identification is done “to admit
them in regular class/STC at the earliest.”
They should be given admission in a
regular government school immediately
in the age-appropriate class where

Agency New Delhi.

Delhi’s Samagra Shiksha Department has
directed the heads of all government
schools, including that of the Directorate
of Education (DoE), Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD), New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) and the Delhi
Cantonment Board (DCB). to set up
Special Admission Cells (SAC) for
children who were never enrolled.

According to a circular issued on Thursday,
the department aims to “strengthen and
streamline the admission process of never-
enrolled Out-of-School children (OOSC),
including Children with Special Needs
(CWSN)" as well as students who dropped
out of the school system due to any reason.

These cells need to comprise the school

A

Coordinate with the Cluster Resource
Centre Coordinator to update the Unified
District Information System for Education
(UDISE+) data from time to time

Identify and address dropout cases

. .. . . head, admission in-charge and an Follow up on absenteeism and academic Identify issues and counsel parents, resolve  learning assessment of the child is done.

The police rushed all five injured to Sanjay Gandhi educational and vocational guidance progress of the admitted out-of-school  difficulties This is to mainstream the child as after the
Hosp_nal,wherethelS-year-oIdboywasdeclareddea_d. counsellor (EVGC) or a representative of ~ children. These need to be done by Ensure timely re-enrolment of affected assessment, the child may be
His friends are currently under treatment, the police similar expertise from the management  maintaining their records. children recommended schooling in regular class

added. No arrest was reported in connection with the
stabbings till Friday night.

or STC for a bridge course, as per the stage
oflearning.

belonging to MCD, DCB or NDMC
authorities. There also has to be a Cluster

Review the progress of out-of-school
children by holding periodic meetings

Prepare fortnightly reports on identified out-
of-school children
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Netanyahu denounces
report that Israeli soldiers
have orders to shoot at
Palestinians seeking aid

JERUSALEM. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Defense Minister Israel Katz
emphatically rejected a report in the left-leaning
Israeli daily Haaretz on Friday, which claimed Israeli
soldiers were ordered to shoot at Palestinians
approaching aid sites inside Gaza. They called the
report’s findings “malicious falsehoods designed to
defame” the military.

More than 500 Palestinians have been killed and
hundreds more wounded while seeking food since
the newly formed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation
began distributing aid in the territory about a month
ago, according to Gaza’s Health Ministry.

Palestinian witnesses say Israeli troops have opened
fire at crowds on the roads heading toward the sites.
Reacting to the Haaretz piece, Israel’s military
confirmed that it was investigating incidents in
which civilians had been harmed while approaching
the sites. It rejected the article’s allegations “of
deliberate fire toward civilians.”The foundation,
which is backed by an American private contractor,
has been distributing food boxes at four locations,
mainly in the far south of Gaza, for the past month.

“GHEF is not aware of any of these incidents but these
allegations are too grave to ignore and we therefore
call on Israel to investigate them and transparently
publish the results in a timely manner,” the group
said in a social media post.Palestinians trying to find
food have frequently encountered chaos and
violence on their way to and on arrival at the aid sites.
Tens of thousands are desperate for food after Israel
imposed a 2 1/2 month siege on Gaza, blocking all
food, water and medicine from entering the territory
pending the setup of the GHF sites.

The bodies of eight people who died Friday had come
to Shifa Hospital from a GHF site in Netzarim,
although it was not immediately clear how they died,
Dr. Mohamed Abu Selmyiha, the hospital's director,
told The Associated Press. A GHF spokesperson
challenged the report, saying they did not know of
any incidents at or near their sites Friday. Twenty
other bodies his hospital received Friday came from
airstrikes across north Gaza, he said.

Protesters gather in
Bangkok to demand PM
Shinawatra's resignation
over leaked phone call with
Hun Sen

BANGKOK. Hundreds of protesters gathered in
Thailand’s capital on Saturday to demand the
resignation of Prime Minister Pactongtarn
Shinawatra, part of the brewing political turmoil set
off by a leaked phone call with former Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Sen.Paetongtarn faces growing
dissatisfaction over her handling of a recent border
dispute with Cambodia involving an armed
confrontation May 28. One Cambodian soldier was
killed in a relatively small, contested area.The
recorded phone call with Hun Sen was at the heart of
the demonstration Saturday and has set off a string of
investigations in Thailand that could lead to
Paetongtarn’s removal.Outrage over the call mostly
revolved around Paetongtarn telling Hun Sen, the
current Cambodian Senate president, not to listen to
“an opponent” in Thailand. It’s believed to be a
reference to the regional Thai army commander in
charge of the area where the clash happened, who
publicly criticized Cambodia over the border dispute.

Protesters held national flags and signs as they occupied
parts of the streets around the Victory Monument in
central Bangkok. At a huge stage set up at the
monument, speakers expressed their love for
Thailand following the intensified border
dispute.Many of the leading figures in the protest
were familiar faces from a group popularly known as
Yellow Shirts, whose clothing color indicates loyalty
to the Thai monarchy. They are longtime foes of
Paetongtarn’s father, former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, who reportedly has a close relationship
with Hun Sen.

Driven to starvation,
Sudanese people eat weeds
and plants to survive as war
rages

CAIRO. With Sudan in the grips of war and millions
struggling to find enough to eat, many are turning to
weeds and wild plants to quiet their pangs of hunger.
They boil the plants in water with salt because, simply,
there is nothing else.Grateful for the lifeline it offered,
a 60-year-old retired school teacher penned a love
poem about a plant called Khadija Koro. It was "a
balm for us that spread through the spaces of fear,” he
wrote, and kept him and many others from starving.

A.H, who spoke on the condition his full name not be
used, because he feared retribution from the warring
parties for speaking to the press, is one 0f 24.6 million
people in Sudan facing acute food insecurity
—nearly half the population, according to the I
ntegrated Food Security Phase Classification. Aid
workers say the war spiked market prices, limited aid
delivery, and shrunk agricultural lands in a country
that was once a breadbasket of the world.Sudan
plunged into war in April 2023 when simmering
tensions between the Sudanese army and its rival
paramilitary the Rapid Support Forces escalated to
fighting in the capital Khartoum and spread across
the country, killing over 20,000 people, displacing
nearly 13 million people, and pushing many to the
brink of famine in what aid workers deemed the
world’s largest hunger crisis.Food insecurity is
especially bad in areas in the Kordofan region, the
Nuba Mountains, and Darfur, where El Fasher and
Zamzam camp are inaccessible to the Norwegian
Refugee Council, said Mathilde Vu, an aid worker
with the group based in Port Sudan.
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"This 1s not an ordinary fraud case': Funeral home owner who
stashed nearly 190 decaying bodies sentenced to 20 years in prison

Federal prosecutors accused both
Hallfords of pandemic aid fraud,
siphoning the money and spending it
and customer’s payments on a GMC

Yukon and Infiniti worth over
$120,000 combined, along with
$31,000 in cryptocurrency...

DENVER. A Colorado funeral home owner
who stashed nearly 190 dead bodies in a
decrepit building and sent grieving families
fake ashes received the maximum possible
sentence of 20 years in prison on Friday, for
cheating customers and defrauding the
federal government out of nearly $900,000
in COVID-19 aid.Jon Hallford, owner of
Return to Nature Funeral Home, pleaded
guilty to conspiracy to commit wire fraud
in federal court last year. Separately,
Hallford pleaded guilty to 191 counts of
corpse abuse in state court and will be
sentenced in August.At Friday’s hearing,

federal prosecutors sought a 15-year
sentence and Hallford’s attorney asked for
10 years. Judge Nina Wang said that
although the case focused on a single fraud
charge, the circumstances and scale of
Hallford’s crime and the emotional damage
to families warranted the longer sentence.

“This is not an ordinary fraud case,” she said.
In court before the sentencing, Hallford told

the judge that he opened Return to Nature
to make a positive impact in people’s lives,
“then everything got completely out of

control, especially me.”I am so deeply ©

sorry for my actions,” he said. “I still hate

myself for what I've done.”Hallford and

his wife, Carie Hallford, were accused of
storing the bodies between 2019 and 2023

and sending families fake ashes.

Investigators described finding the bodies
in 2023 stacked atop each other throughout
a squat, bug-infested building in Penrose, a
small town about a two-hour drive south of
Denver.The morbid discovery revealed to
many families that their loved ones weren’t
cremated and that the ashes they had spread
or cherished were fake. In two cases, the
wrong body was buried, according to court
documents.Many families said it undid

their grieving processes. Some relatives
had nightmares, others have struggled with
guilt, and at least one wondered about their
loved one’s soul. Among the victims who
spoke during Friday’s sentencing was a boy
named Colton Sperry. With his head poking

just above the lectern, he told the judge
about his grandmother, who Sperry said
was a second mother to him and died in
2019.Her body languished inside the
Return to Nature building for four years
until the discovery, which plunged Sperry
into depression. He said he told his parents
at the time, “If I die too, I could meet my
grandma in heaven and talk to her again.”
His parents brought him to the hospital for a

mental health check, which led to therapy
and an emotional support dog.“I miss my
grandma so much,” he told the judge
through tears.Federal prosecutors accused
both Hallfords of pandemic aid fraud,
siphoning the money and spending it and
customer’s payments on a GMC Yukon
and Infiniti worth over $120,000
combined, along with $31,000 in
cryptocurrency, luxury items from stores
like Gucci and Tiffany & Co., and even
laser body sculpting.Derrick Johnson told
the judge that he traveled 3,000 miles
(4,830 kilometers) to testify over how his
mother was “thrown into a festering sea of
death.”T lie awake wondering, was she
naked? Was she stacked on top of others
like lumber?” said Johnson.While the
bodies rotted in secret, (the Hallfords) lived,
they laughed and they dined,” he added.
“My mom’s cremation money likely helped
pay for a cocktail, a day at the spa, a first
class flight.”Jon Hallford’s attorney, Laura
H. Suelau, asked for a lower sentence of 10
years in the hearing Friday, saying that
Hallford “knows he was wrong, he
admitted he was wrong” and hasn’t offered
anexcuse.

Bangladesh government reaffirms
commitment to safequard minority rights

DHAKA. Bangladesh government has
said that it remains firmly committed
to safeguarding the rights of all
communities and protecting places of
worship but building religious
structures on public land is not
permissible "under any

reminders.On June 26, Bangladesh
Railways proceeded with the
"peaceful eviction of all unauthorised
structures along the rail track in
Khilkhet area," it said.

"While the laws of the land ensure full

rights of all communities, including
protection of the places of worship," it
added.During a briefing on Thursday,
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said,
"We understand that extremists were

clamouring for demolishing the

circumstance".

The Foreign Ministry's statement on
Friday came a day after India
denounced the reported destruction
of a Durga temple in Dhaka and
stressed the responsibility of
Bangladesh's interim government to
protect Hindus as well as religious
institutions.The ministry claimed
that the temple in Dhaka's Khilkhet

Durga temple in Khilkhet,
Dhaka.""The interim government,
instead of providing security to the
temple, projected the episode as
illegal land use and they allowed
the destruction of the temple
today," he said.

"This has resulted in damage to the
deity before it was shifted. We are
dismayed that such incidents

area was built on land owned by
Bangladesh Railways, and its
removal was carried out following due
process to recover public land, the
state-run BSS news agency reported.It
alleged that the temple started as a
makeshift pavilion, with organisers
attempting to make the temporary
structure permanent despite repeated

protection to all places of worship
without discriminating against any
built-in conformity with law, it is not
permissible for any to build any
religious structure encroaching public
land under any circumstances," the
ministry said."Bangladesh remains
firmly committed to safeguarding the

continue to recur in Bangladesh,"

he added.Jaiswal underlined that it
is the responsibility of the interim
government of Bangladesh "to protect
Hindus, their properties, and religious
institutions."The Hindu population in
Bangladesh has been affected by a
series of incidents against minority
communities in the country.

Thousands mourn top Iranian military
commanders, scientists killed in Israeli strikes

DUBAL Thousands of mourners lined
the streets of downtown Tehran on
Saturday for the funeral of the head of
the Revolutionary Guard and other top
commanders and nuclear scientists
killed during a 12-day war with Israel.

The caskets of Guard's chief Gen.
Hossein Salami, the head of the
Guard’s ballistic missile program, Gen.
Amir Ali Hajizadeh and others were
driven on trucks along the capital's
Azadi Street as people in the crowds
chanted: “Death to Aerica” and “Death
to Israel.”Salami and Hajizadeh were
both killed on the first day of the war,
June 13, as Israel launched a war it said
meant to destroy Iran's nuclear
program, specifically targeting
military commanders, scientists and
nuclear facilities.There was no
immediate sign of Iran’s Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in the
state broadcast of the funeral.
Khamenei, who has not made a public
appearance since before the outbreak
of the war, has in past funerals held
prayers for fallen commanders over

their caskets before the open
ceremonies, later aired on state
television.Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi was on hand, and state
television reported that Gen. Esmail
Qaani, who heads the foreign wing of
the Revolutionary Guard, the Quds
Force, and Gen. Ali Shamkhani were
also among the mourners.Shamkhani,
an adviser to Khamenei who was
wounded in the first round of Israel's
attack and hospitalized, was shownina
civilian suit leaning on a cane in an
image distributed on state television's
Telegram channel.lran’s
Revolutionary Guard was created after
its 1979 Islamic Revolution. Since it
was established, it has evolved from a
paramilitary, domestic security force to
a transnational force that has come to
the aid of Tehran’s allies in the Middle
East, from Syria and Lebanon to Iraq. It
operates in parallel to the country’s
existing armed forces and controls
Iran’s arsenal of ballistic missiles,
which it has used to attack Israel twice
during the Israel-Hamas war in the
Gaza Strip.Over 12 days before a

ceasefire was declared on Tuesday,
Israel claimed it killed around 30
Iranian commanders and 11 nuclear
scientists, while hitting eight nuclear-
related facilities and more than 720
military infrastructure sites. More than
1,000 people were killed, including at
least 417 civilians, according to the
Washington-based Human Rights
Activists group.Iran fired more than
550 ballistic missiles at Israel, most of
which were intercepted, but those that
got through caused damage in many
areas and killed 28 people.Saturday's
ceremonies were the first public
funerals for top commanders since the
ceasefire, and Iranian state television
reported that they were for 60 people in
total, including four women and four
children.Authorities closed
government offices to allow public
servants to attend the ceremonies.Iran
has always insisted its nuclear program
is only for peaceful purposes. But
Israel views it as an existential threat
and said its military campaign was
necessary to prevent Iran from
building an atomic weapon.

and beyond electrified by Mamdani's

World The success of Zohran Mamdani in New York

Mamdani stunned the political establishment when he

For Kondabolu, this moment is not just exciting, but

“I think so many of us have had those experiences in New

South Asians and Muslims riveted by primary in New

“So many global South Asians ... they’re like, ‘Oh, this

New York voter Zainab Shabbir said family members in

Many South Asians, Muslims in NYC

mayoral primary triumph

City's Democratic primary for mayor is euphoric for
Hari Kondabolu, a stand-up comedian who's been
friends with the candidate for 15 years.

declared victory in the primary on Tuesday, a ranked
choice election in which his strongest competition,
former New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, conceded
defeat. When he launched his campaign, the unabashed
democratic socialist ranked near the bottom of the pack.
Now, the 33-year-old state assemblyman has a chance
to be New York City's first Asian American and
Muslim mayor. Mamdani's family came to the United
States when he was 7, and he became a citizen in 2018.
He was born to Indian parents in Kampala, Uganda.

emotional.

York of being brown and in a city that has always been
really diverse and feels like ours. But after 9/11, like
you start to question it like, is this our city too,”
Kondabolu said. “And 25 years later ... it’s surreal, like
this is the same city but it’s not because we’ve elected
this person.”Mamdani's campaign has piqued the
interest of many Indian, Pakistani and other South
Asian Americans, as well as Muslims — even those
who may not agree with Mamdani on every issue.
Despite that opposition, some still see his rise as a sign
of hope in a city where racism and xenophobia erupted
following the Sept. 11,2001, terrorist attacks.

York, and beyondMany of New York City's over
300,000 South Asian residents have been inspired by
Mamdani’s extraordinary trajectory.“My mom was
texting her friends to vote for him. I’ve never seen my
mother do that before,” Kondabolu said. “So the idea
that it’s gotten our whole family activated in this way
— this is, like, personal.”Snigdha Sur, founder and
CEO of The Juggernaut, an online publication
reporting on South Asians, has been fascinated by the
response from some people in India and the diaspora.
guy is my mayor and I don’t live in New York City,””
Sur said.At the same time, some are also concerned or
angered by Mamdani's past remarks about Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who he publicly called
a “war criminal.”’In Michigan, Thasin Sardar has been
following Mamdani’s ascent online. When he first
heard him, he struck him as “genuine” and he felt “an
instant connection,” he said.“As a Muslim American,
this victory puts my trust back in the people,” said
Sardar, who was born and raised in India. “I am happy
that there are people who value the candidate and his
policies more than his personal religious beliefs and
didn’t vote him down because of the color of his skin,
or the fact that he was an immigrant with an uncommon
name.”

California, and beyond, have also excitedly taken note.

Pakistan welcomes Court of Arbitration's
ruling on J&K hydroelectric projects

ISLAMABAD. Pakistan on Saturday
welcomed the ruling by the Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague over two
hydroelectric projects in Jammu and
Kashmir and indicated its readiness for
talks with India on issues relating to Indus
Waters Treaty.The "high priority", at this
point, is that "India and Pakistan find a way
back to a meaningful dialogue, including
on the application of the Indus Waters
Treaty IWT)," Pakistan said in a statement
released early on Saturday.India on Friday
strongly rejected the ruling saying it has
never recognised the so-called framework
for dispute resolution with Pakistan.

India rejects this so-called "supplemental
award", the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said, referring to the ruling in the
case related to Pakistan's objections to
Kishenganga and Ratle hydropower
projects.In its ruling, the Court of
Arbitration said India's decision in April to
keep the Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance
"does not limit" its competence over the

dispute and that its ruling is binding on the
parties.However, India has never
recognised the proceedings at the
Permanent Court of Arbitration after
Pakistan raised objections to certain design

elements of the two projects under the
provisions of the Indus Waters Treaty.On
the other hand, Pakistan called the ruling a
"major legal win" emphasising that it is a
"clear message that India cannot
unilaterally suspend or sideline the

treaty."The MEA called out Pakistan by
saying that "this latest charade at Pakistan's
behest is yet another desperate attempt by it
to escape accountability for its role as the
global epicentre of terrorism.""Pakistan's
resort to this fabricated arbitration
mechanism is consistent with its
decades-long pattern of deception and
manipulation of international forums,"
it said in a statement.The illegal Court
of Arbitration, purportedly constituted
under the Indus Waters Treaty 1960,
albeit in brazen violation of it, has
issued what it characterizes as a
'supplemental award' on its competence
concerning the Kishenganga and Ratle
hydroelectric projects in the Indian
Union Territory of Jammu and

Kashmir," the MEA said.

"India has never recognised the existence in
law of this so-called Court of Arbitration,"
it said.The MEA said India's position has
all along been that the constitution of this
so-called arbitral body is in itself a serious

breach of the Indus Waters Treaty and
consequently any proceedings before this
forum and any award or decision taken by it
are also illegal for that reason.A day after
the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack, India
took a series of punitive measures against
Pakistan that included putting the Indus
Waters Treaty of 1960 in "abeyance".

"Following the Pahalgam terrorist attack,
India has in exercise of its rights as a
sovereign nation under international law,
placed the Indus Waters Treaty in
abeyance, until Pakistan credibly and
irrevocably abjures its support for cross-
border terrorism," the MEA said.

"Until such time that the treaty is in abeyance,
India is no longer bound to perform any of
its obligations under the treaty," it said.

"No court of arbitration, much less this
illegally constituted arbitral body which
has no existence in the eye of law, has the
jurisdiction to examine the legality of
India's actions in exercise of its rights as a
sovereign," itadded.
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Arshdeep Singh, tailenders'
batting in focus at India's
practice session In
Birmingham: Report

NEW DELHI. Fast bowler Arshdeep Singh
had a long practice session in India's first
training session in Birmingham, reported
Times of India on Friday, June 27. The left-
arm fast bowler, who is yet to make his Test
debut, worked closely with bowling coach
Morne Morkel.In case Jasprit Bumrah does
not play the second Test match at Edgbaston,
Arshdeep could be in the running to make
his Test debut. The fast bowler is well
established in the white-ball format with the
Indian team and would love to get a chance
with the red ball, in conditions where he has
played County Cricket before.According to
the report, star fast bowlers Jasprit Bumrah
and Prasidh Krishna did not train with the
side, despite being at the stadium premises.
Bumrah has already mentioned that he
would play 3 Test matches and would take a
call on more if his body responds better to
the workload. The fast bowler captained
India at Edgbaston back in 2022, a Test
match where Ben Stokes' England chased
down 378 runs to script an incredible
win.The second Test of the 5-match series
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begins on July 2. India are already 0-1 down
in the series after the hosts chased down 371
runs in little more than a day at Headingley,
Leeds. Ben Duckett was instrumental in
neutralising Jasprit Bumrah in the final
innings of the Test match. Bumrah went
wicketless in the final innings as India failed
to defend a big total.

INDIA'S FRONTLINE PACERS WITHOUT
BUMRAHIn case Bumrah does not play the
2nd Test, this is how India's potential pace
attack might look like.

Mohammed Siraj - 37 Tests

Akash Deep - 7 Tests

Prasidh Krishna - 4 Tests

Arshdeep Singh - Yet to debut

It is expected that the Indian team will make
changes to their combination. India might
play two spinners in the 2nd Test match in
case the hosts once again offer a dry and flat
pitch like Headingley.Apart from
Arshdeep's training, focus was also put on
Mohammed Siraj's batting, as Sitanshu
Kotak spent an extended amount of time
fixing the technique of the fast bowler.

Prabath Jayasuriya spins Sri
Lanka to innings victory over
Bangladesh in 2nd Test

Raphinha praises Nico Williams amid possible
Barcelona move: Player of highest quality

««Raphina is unbothered by the club's
likely new signing, Nico Willimaons

«He feels as long as the team is
willing to work hard for all the
available titles

«He said some of his national
teammates from PSG have vet to
celebrate their Champions League

victory

NEW DELHI. Barcelona's attacking star,
Raphinha, is not surprised that the club is
linked to the signing of Spanish forward
Nico Williams, as he deems the winger to be
a player of the highest quality.Since the start
of the 2024-25 season, the Spanish giants
have been linked with the transfer, and
reports suggest that the move could finally
happen soon. Many will also be keen on
seeing how the side will line up, considering
that Raphinha had taken the left-wing role,
albeit playing with more freedom, while
Lamine Yamal tends to stick to the right

side."It's no coincidence that he's being
considered to play with us at Barcelona and
for the Spanish national team. He's a player
of the highest quality. He has a very high
level, a lot of quality," Raphinha was quoted
as saying by Mundo Deportivo.Should the
Spaniard make the switch, Raphinha

remains unfazed and would welcome his
arrival. Instead, he wants to nurture a culture
within the team where everyone is willing to
put in the work and not play for their self-
interest."There's no room for sadness or
depression about anything, with the arrival
of one or another. As I said, any teammate

Roston Chase demands penalty for
umpires after contentious calls in 1st Test

wAustralia beat West Indies by 159
runs in 1st Test

«Several decisions went against
West Indies during match

w1V umpire Adrian Holdstock faced
flak for his calls

NEW DELHI. West Indies captain Roston
Chase demanded a penalty for the umpires
after several controversial decisions went
against them during the first Test against
Australia in Kensington Oval, Bridgetown,
Barbados. Australia beat West Indies by 159
runs as Josh Hazlewood ran through the
hosts on Day 3 with his five-wicket
haul.Following their loss, Chase called out
the contentious decisions during the match
and said that the umpires should face
penalties for their wrong calls as one bad

decision can make or break a player’s career.
He mentioned how players face harsh
penalties when they’re found breaching the
code of conduct and asked for similar
treatment of umpires.“But the officials,
nothing ever happens to them. They just
have a wrong decision or questionable
decision, and life just goes on. You're talking
about guys' careers. One bad decision could
make or break a guy's career. I just think that
it should be an even playground in terms of
when players step out of line, they're
penalised. I think that there should be some
penalty put in place when you have blatant

decisions going against you," said

Chase in the post-match press

conference.Three decisions

became the talking point of the

Test match as on Day 1, Australia

batter Travis Head was given a

reprieve by TV umpire Adrian

Holdstock after he ruled him not

out on 53, citing lack of evidence

on a clear catch by Shai Hope
behind the stumps. Later on Day

2, Roston Chase was given out

lbw against Pat Cummins, despite
the cameras showing an inside edge onto the
pads onreplays.

To add to West Indies’ woes, Shai Hope was
given out against Beau Webster as a low take
from wicketkeeper Alex Carey was ruled in
Australia’s favour. West Indies head coach
Darren Sammy even met with match referee
Javagal Srinath after Day 2 to express his
concerns over the controversial decisions.
Meanwhile, after losing the first Test, West
Indies will be eager to make a comeback in
the second Test of the series, beginning from
July 3 in Grenada.

MLC 2025: Heinrich Klaasen quits Seattle

who arrives intending to work hard to
help the team will be very welcome, both
by me and by the other players. That's the
most important thing," he shared.The star
attacker also opened up about how
players have not had the chance to
celebrate their major victories properly
due to the hectic scheduling with the
addition of the FIFA Club World Cup. He
mentioned how some of his national
teammates from PSG have yet to
celebrate their Champions League
victory as well."Giving up vacations out
of obligation is complicated. For
example, PSG's Marquinhos and Beraldo
played in the Champions League final;
they didn't even get to celebrate properly,
and they travelled here to South America
to play for their national team. The second
game ended, and they came back straight
to represent their club and play in the
World Cup. They haven't stopped yet," he
said.For now, Raphinha and the club are
enjoying some time away from the pitch
as they are not participating in the FIFA
Club World Cup. With some time off,
Raphinha hopes that he can get back to his
best form at the start of the new season and
once again show why he is amongst the best
in the world, regardless of whether the club
sign Nico Williams or not.

The KL Rahul comeback:

Are India reaping rewards

of Rohit Sharma and
Abhishek Nayar's work

NEW DELHI. India batter KL Rahul has been

enjoying some sensational form since the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. A gritty outing in
Australia and then two fantastic performances
in the Champions Trophy 2025 and Indian
Premier League, KL Rahul is enjoying one of
the best patches of his career.In the absence of
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma in the Test series
against England, Rahul has started strongly as
well, hitting a century in the second innings of
the opening Test match. Former India batting
coach Abhishek Nayar has revealed that
Rahul's revival of form was one of the main
projects he undertook during his tenure with
the Indian team."When I first picked up that
role, I remember I had a conversation with
Rohit, and he said that one of the things he was
really keen on me doing was working with KL
and bringing out a more aggressive outlook to
how KL played the game, and bringing the best

New Delhi. Sri Lanka completed a massive
win by an innings and 78 runs over
Bangladesh in the 2nd and the final Test of
the two-match series on Saturday, June 28 at
Sinhalese Sports Club, Colombo. Prabath
Jayasuriya’s 12th five-wicket haul helped the
hosts win the series by 1-0 as Bangladesh
capitulated for 133 in the second innings.The
Dhananjaya de Silva-led side could smell
victory late on Day 3 as they left Bangladesh
reeling at 115/6 at stumps after Tharindu
Ratnayake got Mehidy Hasan Miraz (11 off
16) lbw in the last over of the day. It didn’t
take long for Jayasuriya to get into the act on
Day 4 as he added to his overnight tally of
two wickets by getting Litton Das (14)
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out of him because he believed strongly that
KL would play a major role in the Champions
Trophy, World Cup and everything going
forward including the BGT [Border-Gavaskar
Trophy] and the Tests in England," Abhishek
Nayar told ESPNcricinfo in an interview.

KL Rahul's Comeback in 2024The current KL
Rahul is vastly different from the KL Rahul of
2023, who was heavily criticised for his outing
in the ODI World Cup 2023 final. In that
match, Rahul got stuck between gears and
failed under the pressure of the big occasion
against Pat Cummins' Australia
team.Subsequently, Rahul was dropped from

Orcas captaincy, coach Matthew Mott sacked

unanimous choice once we heard from
Klassen about his decision. We believe
these changes set the stage for a strong
second half ofthe season," he added.

ORCAS BREAK OUT OF LOSING
RUT

The changes to the side have resulted in
the side finally picking up its first win
of the season. They beat MI New York
in a last-over thriller to win by three
wickets in Dallas. Shimron Hetmyer
stole the show as he went on to score 97
runs in just 40 balls to take the Orcas

over the line.MI New York had set a

«Heinrich Klaasen stepped down as
captain of the Seattle Orcas

«dikandar Raza will take over as
captain for the rest of the season

«Coach Matthew Mott has also been
sacked from his role

rest of the season.This is a moment of

New Delhi. The Seattle Orcas are undergoing

major changes in their setupmidway reflection and renewal for the Seattle Orcas.

caught behind the stumps by wicketkeeper

Kusal Mendis.The left-arm spinner struck
again in the next over as he outfoxed Nayeem
Hasan, who was made to drag his foot outside
the batting crease and Mendis wasted no time
in dislodging the bails to pile on the misery
on Bangladesh.There was no stopping
Jayasuriya as he further got rid of Taijul
Islam in his third over the day and completed
his five-wicket haul. Ratnayake (2/19) hit the
final nail in the coffin by dismissing Ebadot
Hossain lbw for 6 (7) as Bangladesh got all
out for 133 in 44.2 overs.Captain De Silva
(2/13) and Asitha Fernando (1/22) were also
amongst the wickets as Sri Lanka began the
World Test Championship (WTC) cycle
2025-27 with a series win. Pathum Nissanka
was adjudged Player of the Match for his
magnificent innings of 158 in the first
innings, laced with 19 fours. He was also
adjudged Player of the Series, for finishing as
the highest run scorer of the two-match
rubber with 369 runs from three innings at an
average of 123 with two centuries to his
name.He earlier scored 187 in the first
innings of the drawn first Test in Galle.
Meanwhile, after losing the series,
Bangladesh captain Najmul Hossain Shanto
stepped down from his position.

through MLC 2025. Heinrich Klaasen has
stepped down as the captain, while head
coach Matthew Mott has been sacked from
his role with the franchise.The decision was
made after the franchise was unable to bring
up their first points of the season after
playing five games in the 2025 season.
Klaasen decided to step away from the
captaincy to focus more on his batting, and
the leadership duties have been passed
down to Zimbabwe's Sikandar Raza for the

This has been a tough run for the team, and
with it, some difficult decisions had to be
made. We are grateful to Matthew for his
commitment and professionalism during his
time with us, and we wish him the very best
in his future endeavours," Hemant Dua, the
CEO of the Seattle Orcas, shared in a
statement."We respect Heinrich’s decision
to step down voluntarily as captain to focus
on his batting. This reflects his character and
team-first mindset. Sikandar was our

whopping 238-run target thanks to the
skipper, Nicholas Pooran, hitting a
blistering 60-ball 108 while Tajinder
Dhillon played a masterful 95 in 35 balls.

But the Orcas put up a collective batting
display with cameos from Kyle Mayers,
Raza and Klaasen while Hetmyer did the
heavy lifting despite coming in at six in the
batting order. The southpaw's knock was
laced with five boundaries and nine sixes,
which saw his side go over the line for their
first win of the season.

the T20 World Cup team in 2024 and was also
let go by his Indian Premier League franchise,
Lucknow Super Giants.

Nayar revealed that drastic changes needed to be
made in KL Rahul's technique and mentality,
and the duo got to work during India's ill-fated
Test series against New Zealand."Australia
was going to be critical for him because it was
almost like what if you didn't get runs there,
then where is his career going? Because he was
out ofthe T20 [squad].

Josh Hazlewood 5-for leads Australia to three-

day win over West In

BRIDGETOWN. Australia blew away the
West Indies for 141 and won the first test by
159 runs at Kensington Oval on day three
Friday.The West Indies was set a stressful

301 target to win on a tricky pitch and folded
in 33.4 overs.The chief destroyer was seamer

Josh Hazlewood with 5-43 from 12 overs.
The West Indies collapsed to 86-8 inside 27
overs but the Australians didn't mop up the
last resistance until the day's last over in an
extra 75 minutes.Despite the inevitable,
allrounder Justin Greaves, 38 not out, and
No. 10 batter Shamar Joseph, a career-best
44 with four sixes, went for broke in a team-
best ninth-wicket stand of 55 runs.Australia
started the day in some bother at 92-4 in its
second innings, but half-centuries from
Travis Head, Beau Webster and Alex Carey
hoisted them to an impressive 310 all out and
a300-run lead."We wanted to get 200 but felt
lot more comfortable (with 300)," captain
Pat Cummins said. "We're lucky to have

Josh, he presents a good seam and hits good
areas. He bowled beautifully."West Indies
start chase badlyWest Indies' attempt at its
eighth highest successful run chase and
highest in eight years was in trouble from the
outset.Mitchell Starc claimed opening batter
Kraigg Brathwaite in the first over, caught at
backward square by a diving Sam Konstas.
"We lost our most experienced batsman in the
first over and never got a foot back in the
game," West Indies captain Roston Chase
said. "The result was heartbreaking. We did
well to get a (10-run first-innings) lead but
couldn't put a batting innings together."Starc
also should have bagged Keacy Carty on 1
but Cameron Green spilled the catch at gully.
That was the 10th dropped catch in the match
and Australia's third.Hazlewood changed
ends and suddenly had success by dismissing
John Campbell, scooping badly and gloving
to wicketkeeper Carey, and Brandon King,
caught above the 1.98-meter Green's head, in
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successive balls.When Chase gave Konstas
another catch at short leg, West Indies was
49-4 in 13 overs.Carty used his one life to
reach 20 when he tried defending Hazlewood
and lost his off stump.Shai Hope, the leading
West Indies run-scorer in the first innings,
faced 21 balls for 2 until his off stump was hit
by a low shooter from Cummins.Alzarri
Joseph was then slow coming from the non-

dies in Barbados test

striker's end and run out by a throw from
substitute fielder Marnus
Labuschagne.Jomel Warrican's edge
behind gave Hazlewood his 13th test
five-for and second in the Caribbean, 10
years after the first.Greaves and Shamar
Joseph frustrated Australia with lusty
strokes but Nathan Lyon ended the
joyride in his second over of the innings.
On day one, 14 wickets fell, and on day two
10 wickets. Before Friday's play, Lyon
said, "Every run is gold." But Australia
enjoyed a gold rush from Head, who
made 61, Webster 63, and Carey
65.Australia, starting on 92-4 and a lead of
82, amassed a bonus 310 total. After taking
cover late Thursday, Head came out firing in
the morning but should have gone on 21 and
it be 107-5. Greaves spilled the catch at
second slip off the bowling of Alzarri Joseph.
It was West Indies' seventh dropped catch in
the match.
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Shraddh

Napoor's |

Cryptic Emotional Note 33
Lieaves Fans Concerned: 'She "4
Is Silently Struggling'

: ; hraddha Kapoor took to Instagram to pen a heartfelt poem about

i -

comforting someone in their sad times. The poem resurfaced on
Reddit and left fans divided. While some believe that the poem is a cry
for help and that the actress is expressing her loneliness, others said that it’s a
romantic poem that she wrote for her rumoured boyfriend Rahul
Mody.The poem read, “Jab tum akele ho, Main tumhare paas baith /

-

jaungi. Jab tum udaas ho, Main tumhe baahon main bhar loongi.
Mujhe pata hai tum kho jaate ho. Mujhe pata hai tum bhaag jaate ho.
Lekin main tumhe dhoond loongi, aur tumhe thaam loongi.”

One person wrote, “Life’s complicated-even and especially for those
in the public eye. They have the same insecurities as we do, but they
live in a bubble, so they don’t always get to touch grass. The least we
can do is practice kindness towards everyone." Another added, “Life is

hard, and 2025 has

particularly been hard fora
lot of people. Wishing her
strength." One person
wrote, I feel like

Shraddha Kapoor is

silently struggling.

Lately, I've been

noticing something

different about

Shraddha Kapoor. In

her recent photos, her

smile doesn’t feel the
same—it’s like it’s missing the
spark we all used to see."

| Someone else wrote, “Why do I feel like
this is a romantic story, not a sad one, &
she i1s so much in love!" Another wrote,
“1 feel this is a message for her
boyfriend." One comment read, “This
feels like something her boyfriend
wrote for her and not a call for help."
Another added, “Idk this seems
dedicated to Rahul Mody, not her being
sad or anything." Someone else wrote,
*“Is this for her boyfriend?"

Meanwhile, Shraddha Kapoor’s recent
spotting outside Maddock Films’ office in Mumbai stirred quite the buzz, leading to
fan speculation about a possible new project with the production house. And now,
reports are rife that the actress was at the office for a creative meeting with producer
Dinesh Vijan, and the conversation points to an exciting reunion. The upcoming
projectis believed to be based on a popular Marathi novel and will showcase Shraddha
inaculturally rooted role.

Shraddha Kapoor was last seen in Stree 2. The horror-comedy, released in 2024, starred
her alongside Rajkummar Rao, Abhishek Banerjee, Aparshakti Khurana and Pankaj
Tripathi. The Amar Kaushik’s directorial took the box office by storm.

Taarak Mehta Ka Qoltah Chashmah: Dilip Joshi

Munmun Dutta

Quit Asit Modi's Show?
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ho does not know Jethalal and Babita ji? The
iconic characters, played by Dilip Joshi and

Munmun Dutta respectively in Taarak Mehta

Ka Ooltah Chashmah, are widely loved by the Asreported by ABP News, the show’s production house

audience. However, the current plot in the show doesn’t
feature the favourite pair of characters. And therefore,
their absence has left everyone wondering if Dilip Joshi
and Munmun Dutta have left the popular sitcom.The
rumours of Dilip Joshi and Munmun Dutta’s exit from

TMKOC started after fans noticed that Jethalal and
Babita Ji have been missing from the current ‘Bhootni’
plot for a long time now. All the members of the
Gokuldham society are on vacation in a haunted
bungalow. While other characters like Bapu ji,
Popatlal, Sodhi and others have joined Taarak Mehta
and Anjali on this vacation, Jethalal and Babita Ji have

been missing in action. This has left everyone
wondering if Dilip Joshi and Munmun Dutta are
planning to quit the show.

has confirmed that Munmun Dutta and Dilio Joshi are

still part of the show. While the current plotline

indicates that “Jethalal” is on a business trip with his

associates, ‘Babita’and ‘lyer’ are said to be vacationing

in Mahabaleshwar.It should be noted that both
Munmun Dutta and Dilip Joshi have
been a part of TMKOC ever since its ,
beginning. The former plays the role of = *%
Babita ji in the popular sitcom, and her
chemistry with Jethalal (essayed by
Dilip Joshi) is widely loved by all.

Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah Chashmah has
been running successfully for 17 years
now. However, in these years, several |
actors have also left the show. Among
others, Disha Vakani, Jheel Mehta,
Bhavya Gandhi, Raj Anadkat, Palak
Sindhwani, Gurucharan Singh Sodhi and
Neha Mehta are no longer a part of
TMKOC.

In a previous interview with the SCREEN,
Asit Modi talked about actors leaving the
show and then making allegations

against him. “I have never detached myself from the

actors. If there is any issue, they can always contact me.
| have always been very honest and kept the show first.

[ have never thought of any personal gains, so with

incidents like these, 1 do get upset, but it’s a part of life,"

he said.

Ranveer Brar Attends Cannes Lions,
Calls Experience ‘Truly Magical’

The event is a global gathering of
creative minds determining the future
of marketing and advertising.

hefRdnveer Brar recently graced the red carpet

at the Cannes Lions International Festival of

Creativity 2025, a prestigious global event that
celebrates innovation in marketing and advertising.
The festival gathers creative minds from across the
world, recognising how imagination and storytelling
can spark change, forge connections and drive
progress.

Taking to Instagram, Ranveer shared a carousel
capturing memorable moments from his trip to the
stunning French Riviera. The first photo shows him
descending a red-carpeted staircase with poise,
followed by a quirky shot in front of a hotel featuring
a giant Mickey Mouse installation. Another frame
shows him striking a stylish pose by the beach, while
the final image features him near a staircase, exuding
calm confidence.

Captioning the post, Ranveer wrote, “They said
Cannes is magical... turns out, it really
is!"—perfectly summing up his experience at this
remarkable celebration of creativity.

For the event, Ranveer opted for a white and teal
deconstructed suit that combined sharp tailoring
with playful, avant-garde elements including quirky
prints and a feathery shoulder detail. The ensemble
was from the shelves of the fashion designer Anurag
Gupta.

In no time, the comment section was flooded with
reactions from fans and admirers. An Instagram user
wrote, “Chef with style." Another one shared,
“Wonderful chef looks awesome." One of them
commented, “Love the looks."

Known for his culinary art and his sense of styling, the
Chef recently bagged the Most Stylish Culinary
Artist of the Year 2025 award.Being one of India’s
most acclaimed chefs, his journey began from the
backstreets of Lucknow to become one of the
youngest executive chefs at a five-star hotel, before
wowing viewers as a host on MasterChef'India, Raja
Rasoi Aur Andaaz Anokha and Station Master’s
Tiffin. His culinary style is based on culture,
nostalgia and a great appreciation for
ingredients—every dish is a tribute and each plate is
a story.Recently, he appeared as a judge on the
cooking-based reality show Celebrity MasterChef
along with Chef Vikas Khanna and Farah Khan.

Disha Parmar’s Mom Life
Moment With Rahul Vaidya On
Phone Is Relatable

isha Parmar 1s melting hearts once again,

this time with a slice-of-life moment that

perfectly captures the sweet chaos of
parenthood. The Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2
actress, who welcomed her baby girl Navya
(fondly called Navu) in 2023 with husband Rahul
Vaidya, has been sharing glimpses of their joyful
family life ever since.In her latest Instagram story,
Disha dropped an adorable photo featuring the
trio in full-on cozy mode. While she’s seen
snuggling Navu on the sofa, Rahul is blissfully
engrossed in his phone, offering a hilariously
relatable snapshot of everyday family life.
Adding the perfect soundtrack, Disha paired the
image with the viral audio “If it’s cute, that’s it,"
and captioned it cheekily: “Life every day (sin)
Navu & mummy clinging to each other whilst
Baba is on phone (sin).”

Since becoming a mother, Disha has been open
about her journey, sharing both the joys and
challenges of parenting. From sweet milestones
with Navya to her unwavering dedication to
fitness, she continues to balance her personal and
professional life with grace. Fans admire her
authenticity, as she keeps them updated with
heartwarming glimpses into her world.

A few weeks ago, Disha revealed how her life has

been lately while throwing light on the struggles
of her motherhood phase. “It’s been over 2 years
since | last slept well! That uninterrupted 8-9 hrs
of sleep... I don’t remember what that was or
waking up fresh without the cries! Urgh...
waiting for that to come back.
Hopefully soon!" she wrote in an Instagram
post.Disha Parmar and her husband Rahul Vaidya
welcomed their princess in September 2023 after
being in marital bliss for almost two years. As the
couple navigate this new chapter, their adorable
family moments serve as a reminder of the beauty
of togetherness. With Navya at the centre, this trio
is undoubtedly winning hearts, one post at a time!
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