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Election Commission must
justify need for Bihar
voter roll revision

There’s something about Zohran K Mamdani

THE GREAT GAME: The Indian American New York mayoral candidate is perhaps reminding us of the idea of India, a sort of One Nation, Many Melting Pots

Who’s afraid of Zohran Kwame Mamdani? The 33-year-

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has
announced a special intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar just weeks before the
likely notification of assembly elections. Such
revisions, when conducted this close to polling,
are extraordinary and must meet a high bar of
justification. Yet no explanation, let alone
evidence, has been offered for why this exercise
is necessary now. Instead, the justification has
taken a familiar and troubling shape: vague and
unsubstantiated claims about “illegal voters” and
“cross-border infiltration”.If this is not a
damning indictment of the ministry of home
affairs’ failure in protecting our borders, then it is
definitely dog-whistling to create a pretext for the
possibility of large-scale manipulation. The
pattern is unmistakable and, to the opposition
parties, the objective seems transparent: to
manipulate voter rolls in a manner that
systematically excludes minorities and the
poor.This is not the first time such tactics have
been deployed. In the run-up to the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections and subsequent state elections in
Maharashtra, lakhs of names were added to the
electoral rolls in a short period. Opposition
parties have raised valid concerns about the
sudden spike and the unusually high late-evening
turnout surges. The ECI has refused to release
digital, machine-readable electoral rolls or
polling-day CCTV footage.Also, ahead of the
elections,right-wing commentators and
academics belted out dubious ‘studies’ raising
unfounded alarms about “illegal voters”. The
exercise was repeated in Delhi right before the
2025 assembly elections. No other official data
supported these claims.The fear-mongering in
the name of “illegal migrants™ or “bogus voters”
used to be an ideological fringe position—it has
become a tool of institutionalised
disenfranchisement. This framing is used to
justify aggressive and opaque revisions of
electoral rolls that disproportionately target
Muslim, Dalit and poor migrant communities.
Now the ECI is echoing this language without
any evidence and without accountability. There is
a conspicuous absence of data and a deliberate
invocation of public anxiety around border
security and demographic change. The shift from
dog-whistle politics to executive
action—particularly by a constitutional body like
the ECI—is a dangerous point.

The ECI must conduct a thorough and honest
investigation into these allegations if India’s
reputation as a democracy is to survive. The
Constitution of India, under Article 324, entrusts
the ECI with the conduct of free and fair
elections. This does not just mean ballot secrecy
or smooth polling logistics, it means ECI is
constitutionally bound to protect the integrity of
the electorate. This integrity is compromised
when entire communities are asked to prove their
right to vote without a shred of evidence against
them.

These allegations are not speculation of losers.
Research by Sabyasachi Das has demonstrated
that in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, BJP
candidates won a disproportionate number of
tightly contested seats, especially in BJP-ruled
states. His analysis points to patterns consistent
with the possibility of ‘manipulated’ rolls and
irregularities in voter turnout data, not campaign
strength. Economist Abusaleh Shariff, who was a
member of the Sachar Committee, conducted
voter roll audits in Karnataka that revealed nearly
20 percent of adult Muslims were missing from
the electoral list, while 30-35 percent of Muslim
households had only one listed voter. These
patterns are not random— they are engineered
exclusions.

The air quality discourse appears to have increasingly turned punitive over the years. From banning

old Democrat candidate for New York mayor, whose
many names are clearly more than a sum of its parts, has
stirred and shaken half the globe in recent days — from
Donald Trump (“he’s a Communist lunatic”) to Congress
leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi (“when he opens his
mouth, Pakistani PR takes the day off”), to frothing right-
wingers like Kangana Ranaut (“he’s ready to wipe out
Hinduism”).So what is it about this suited-booted young
man that’s got the whirlwind in his sail? Let’s start with
the names — the middle a reference to the Marxist
Socialist first prime minister of Ghana; the last to his
father, a Gujarati-Muslim scholar from Uganda, now a
professor of international affairs and anthropology at
Colombia University; the first to an Arabic word that
means ‘a ray of light.” As for his mother, she is the Hindu
Punjabi documentary film-maker Mira Nair, who we all
know has made both Monsoon Wedding and Mississippi
Masala. Zohran’s wife, meanwhile, is Syrian and works
in animation.The young man himself identifies as
“democratic socialist”. He reached across New York
City’s several divides — Black and South Asian,
Hispanic and White and Chinese — to win 92 per cent of
the Democratic vote to secure his seat as the party
candidate earlier this week. He fought for basic issues
like free bus fares, free child-care and controlled public
housing rentals. He and his large band of volunteers
invoked the old-fashioned principles of politics to go
from house-to-house to ask for votes — a bit like what the
RSS still does, what the Congress has forgotten to do, and
what the Aam Aadmi Party once did back in the day.

Some of Zohran’s comments are, clearly, more hearsay

than fact — and, yes, he should be far more careful, even
if he’s 33. For example, he said last month that so many
Muslims were killed in the 2002 riots in Gujarat that
“people don’t even believe we exist anymore.” (In fact,
there are 5.8 million Muslims in Gujarat.) He has likened
PM Modi to Benjamin Netanyahu, who he described as a
“war criminal.” (In 2022, the Supreme Court upheld the
SIT’s clean chit and cleared the PM of any connection
with the 2002 riots.)Notwithstanding the blood-letting in
states like Mizoram — when the Indian Air Force in 1966
strafed Mizos seeking to secede from India— and later in
Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab and Chhattisgarh, the Indian
state has largely stayed away from carrying out mass
violence against its own people; even in Chhattisgarh,
Congress rulers gave up the ‘Salwa Judum’ vigilante
movement it had orchestrated in 2005 to contain Left-
wing extremism, which meant that tribals were killing
tribals, as a bad idea.Manipur, in the last two years,
remains a continuing exception.

And yet there’s something about Zohran. In 2023, as a

member of the New York state Assembly, he read from
the notes of jailed student Umar Khalid about “the
stillness in Tihar jail” — where he remains jailed, under
several sections of the UAPA, for his alleged role in the
2020 Delhi riots. It will be 1,749 days, today, of Khalid’s
incarceration, nearly five years of living in a cell, but
charges have still not been framed against the young man.

Perhaps some of Zohran’s incredible popularity is simply a

reminder of what we once were — less cynical, braver,
and determined to rearrange our societies so as to make
them more egalitarian. He clearly likes to break down the
walls, as Robert Frost once wrote, wondering what the
functions of walls were — what were they walling in, or
walling out. He likes to open the windows and let the air
come in, as Gandhi once said was the function of
windows.In an interview with Vogue India in 2020, soon
after he became a member of the NY Assembly, Zohran
talked about the run-up to his campaign when he was
advised to be “less desi.” Instead, he spoke of his own

Dumping threat looms elsewhere as India nears U.S. deal

immigrant experience and called it “Roti and Roses.”
There was a video called ‘Nani,” a “woke granny,”
featuring the star Madhur Jaffrey. As he walked across the
city, he said, he listened to Meesha Shafi, Ali Sethi and Dr
Zeus.

Perhaps the fact that he’s simply not embarrassed to be a bit

of this and a bit of that, is what’s so charming about
Zohran. He reminds us of the ceaseless ebb and flow that is
the dharma of the Indian subcontinent — aham
brahmasmi, I am brahman, the idea of a philosophy that
incorporates the spurning of hierarchy, the inclination to
pray to a multitude of gods or none, the refusal to be
defined by inherited caste, class, gender.

Zohran’s father told The New York Times this week that

when they lived in South Africa when he was a child and
all the children in Zohran’s class were asked to identify
themselves as White, Black or Coloured, Zohran
described himself as “mustard.” Yellow. The colour of

haldi in a khichri.

While the contours of the proposed deal are unknown, it’s likely that it would enhance economic partnership, transform bilateral trade and lower tariffs, making products competitive across sectors

Donald Trump has dropped a big hint about signing a “very

big” trade deal with India. The remarks, coming ahead of
his July 9 deadline for striking deals or resuming
‘reciprocal’ tariffs, offer a significant relief for markets,
policy makers and industry. Tariff-related uncertainties
have triggered a massive sell-off in global and domestic
equity markets, with foreign portfolio investments
remaining volatile. While the contours of the proposed
deal are unknown, it’s likely that it would enhance
economic partnership, transform bilateral trade and lower
tariffs, making products competitive across sectors such
as energy, agriculture, defence and aviation. It’s also
possible that India would gain market share in some
American sectors owing to lower tariffs; although the
gains would depend on India’s comparative advantage
against other countries. The anticipated direct export loss
is pegged at $14 billion, amounting to 0.38 percent of
India’s GDP, according to a working paper published by
the National Institute of Public Finance and Policy.

The export basket might change, too. Some of India’s top 10

exports to the US—including electronic goods and gems
& jewellery—may lose market share as competing

countries are subject to lower tariffs on these products. On
the other hand, we may gain in the footwear, apparel,
electrical machinery and toy markets. For instance,
according to the NIPFP paper, China, Vietnam, Indonesia,

Why India’s tailpipe pollution regime needs urgent reform

Italy and Cambodia account for 45.5 percent of the total
in footwear exports to the US. Even if China is
excluded, India can potentially corner a bigger share
from Vietnam and Indonesia, which are subject to
much higher tariffs of 46 percent and 32 percent,
respectively. Similar opportunities exist in the furniture
and sports equipment markets, tooAt the same time, a
multi-product, multi-country dumping threat looms
over India. We should be watchful as China, Vietnam,
Taiwan and others facing higher tariffs look to flood us
with cheaper goods. While India reduces the tariff
deficit with the US, it needs to offer calibrated
concessions on select US goods like aerospace
components. We should secure sector-specific
exemptions, negotiate duty waivers for auto
components and electronics, and diversify export
markets away from the US, pursuing opportunities in
the EU, the UK and ASEAN. Above all, India should
strengthen domestic manufacturing, boost Make in India
initiatives in key areas such as semiconductors,
renewable energy and electronics to reduce import
reliance and attract investments.

older vehicles to restricting fuel

access for “over-aged” vehicles, Delhi appears to be shifting all its environmental responsibility onto vehicle owners

The Commission for Air Quality Management
recently directed that all end-of-life vehicles (ELV)
will not be given fuel in Delhi starting July 1, 2025.
While the move reflects an intent to curb vehicular
pollution to address the Delhi-NCR’s chronic air
quality crisis, it distracts from the deeper malaise:
the failure to strictly enforce emission compliance
on all vehicles on the road, not just the old ones.
The air quality discourse appears to have
increasingly turned punitive over the years. From
banning older vehicles to restricting fuel access for
“over-aged” vehicles, Delhi appears to be shifting
all its environmental responsibility onto vehicle
owners. Using vehicle age as a proxy for pollution,
itoverlooks the complex relationship between fuel,
engine maintenance, and usage. A closer look into
the systemic architecture such as unrenewed
emission verification norms, regulatory gaps in
testing frameworks, and poor enforcement of fuel
efficiency standards reveals a troubling reality:
India’s policy focus is targeting the tailpipe without
reforming the pipeline.Age vs. Emissions: A
Scientific Disjunct India’s air pollution control
framework, influenced by European emission
regulations and early 2000s Supreme Court
rulings, has evolved into the Bharat Standards
(BS). Judicial decisions force diesel vehicles off
the roads after 10 years and petrol after 15,
regardless of compliance with the set emission
standards. This approach that prioritises age over
actual emissions creates a disjunct: a well-
maintained BS-IV vehicle running on petrol or
diesel and regularly passing pollution tests must be

scrapped, while newer, but poorly
maintained vehicles can continue to
operate. Originally a thumb rule to
compensate for limited available
enforcement facilities, this blanket age-
based criterion needs replacement by
more granular, real-time metrics using
emission data, owing to the changes in
the air pollution index in Delhi-NCR.
While in 2000s, studies attributed
vehicular contributions to PM2.5
emissions at around 25 per cent, today,
other denser sources such as
construction dust, industrial emissions,
and seasonal fires also contribute
significantly to Delhi’s pollution.

Systemic Gaps in Enforcement

A 2022 CAG report also highlighted
systemic deficiencies in Delhi’s vehicle
fitness testing regime. As of 2021, automated
testing centres comprised just 12 pc of testing
capacity and were used at only 5 pc of their
capacity. Manual centres, which rely on visual
checks and cannot assess pollutants like NOx and
PM2.5, handled 95 pc of tests. This opacity allows
manipulation and undermines vehicle fitness
declarations, rendering the PUC regime
toothless.Furthermore, Delhi’s vehicle scrapping
ecosystem is also ineffective with most ELVs
ending up with unauthorised scrap dealers or are
resold in states with laxer rules, merely shifting
pollution elsewhere. Instead of modernising
outdated frameworks using data-driven,

performance-based criteria, the government is
forcing people to scrap or replace functional
vehicles that may still meet existing testing norms.
The approach also overlooks circular economy
principles, and the embedded emissions associated
with manufacturing new vehicles.

This blanket approach also unfairly affects senior
citizens, who may be maintaining their vehicles
well, drive sparingly, and use them for essential
mobility. Additionally, it may be putting significant
financial strain and inequitably penalises all those
who have vehicles but prefer to use public
transport. The Overlooked Efficiency Gap

Each year, Delhi-NCR faces severe air pollution, yet
responses such as the Graded Response Action

Plan and the odd-even scheme
remain short-term measures. A
robust fuel and emissions control
strategy is now critical — one that
allows even older, well-maintained
vehicles to remain
compliant.Tailpipe emission
verification is key and must be
enforced rigorously along with
tightening of the emission norms.
Regular checks can identify high
emitters and ensure compliance,
addressing real-world emissions.
With the planned installation of
ANPR cameras, Delhi can create an
automated system to restrict entry
for high-emitting vehicles based on
real-time data. Vehicle profiles
(linked to VAHAN data) could
include fuel type, age, emissions and PUC
compliance status, and past testing history,
supplemented by remote sensing devices. Such a
system, free of human tampering, would allow
well-maintained vehicles to continue while
restricting true polluters — irrespective of the
vehicle age.Furthermore, authorities can consider
transferable scrapping credits linked to Aadhaar
and vehicle registration, which can reward owners
scrapping vehicles with incentives or offset
allowances for new purchases or public transport
usage. Such market-based mechanisms have a
better chance of nudging behavioural change more
efficiently than blanket bans.
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Market Qutlook: PMI, Auto
Sales, FII Activity, Key

Economic Data To Drive
Stock Market This Week

Mumbai. Major factors, including auto sales figures,
PMI data, Foreign Institutional Investor (FII) activity,
and international economic updates, are expected to
drive the Indian stock market this week. According to
Bajaj Broking Research, several important economic
data releases are scheduled between June 30 and July
4 in both India and the United States.

India's industrial production data for the month of May
will be released on June 30, which will offer insights
into the country's manufacturing output. The current
account data for the first quarter is also expected to be
announced on the same day.On July 1, S&P Global
will publish India's Manufacturing PMI for June,
while auto companies will release their monthly sales
numbers. Later, on July 3, S&amp;P Global will also
release the Services PMI, providing a broader picture
of the country's economic activity.Globally, key data
from the US, such as Manufacturing PMI, jobless
claims, non-farm payrolls, and unemployment
figures, are expected next week. These indicators
could significantly impact global markets.
Meanwhile, Indian stock markets ended the week on a
strong note.During the week, the 50-share index Nifty
rose 525.40 points, or 2.09 per cent, to close at
25,637.80, while the 30-share index Sensex climbed
1,650.73 points, or 2 per cent, ending at 84,058.90.

Big Relief For NRIs: US Senate Cuts Proposed
Remittance ]ux From 3.5% To

The revised proposal is
expected to benefit around
2.9 million Indians living in
the U.S.—the second-largest
immigrant group in the
country, according fo the
Migration Policy Institute.

New Delhi. Indian expats in the U.S. may
soon get some relief on money transfers
back home. The final draft of the ‘One Big
Beautiful Bill Act’, backed by former
President Donald Trump, now proposes
slashing the remittance tax to just 1 per
cent. This is a major reduction from
earlier versions which suggested a 5 per
cent levy, later brought down to 3.5 per

\

centin the House proposal.

The revised proposal is expected to benefit

around 2.9 million Indians living in the
U.S.—the second-largest immigrant
group in the country, according to the
Migration Policy Institute. As per The
Economic Times, the Senate’s latest draft,
released on Friday, limits the 1 per cent
remittance tax only to physical transfers
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like cash, money orders, or cashier’s
cheques. Transfers made through bank
accounts, credit or debit cards, and
official financial channels will remain
tax-free.Lloyd Pinto, Partner—US Tax at
Grant Thornton Bharat, shared that
Senate Republicans have released an
updated draft of the proposed ‘One Big
Beautiful Bill Act’ and are aiming to get it

p

1%

passed by their self-imposed deadline
of July 4“The updated Senate version
significantly changes the remittance
transfer provisions that was passed by
the House Republicans. In the latest
Senate draft, the remittance transfer tax
has been reduced to 1 per cent from the
erstwhile proposal of 3.5 per cent,” he
said.Interestingly, the Senate’s
proposal does not include transfers
made through bank accounts or using
debitand credit cards issued in the U.S.

_J The 1 per cent remittance tax will apply

only to transfers where the sender uses

cash, money orders, cashier’s checks,

or similar physical payment methods.
This new rule is set to take effect from
January 1, 2026.“This should come as a
huge relief for the NRI community in the
U.S.,” said Pinto, “as they won’t have to
pay the remittance tax if they send money
through accounts with designated U.S.
banks or use debit or credit cards issued in
the country.

The broader market also followed suit as the Nifty
Midcap 100 index rose 2.40 per cent and the Nifty
Smallcap 100 jumped 4.30 per cent. Sectorally, the
Nifty Metal index surged 4.81 per cent, followed by
Nifty Commodities (4.03 per cent) and Nifty Infra
(3.37 per cent) as top performers.Analysts attribute
the recent rally to easing geopolitical tensions
between Iran and Israel and improving global
stability. FIIs returned as net buyers last week,
investing over Rs 4,423 crore in Indian equities.This
was supported by falling crude oil prices, a stable
rupee, and improving global risk appetite. Domestic
Institutional Investors (DIIs) also remained net
buyers, purchasing nearly Rs 12,390 crore worth of
Indian equities.

Al's Power Problem: Satya
Nadella Warns Tech World to
Use Energy Wisely as
Microsoft Plans More
Layoffs

New Delhi. Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella is urging the
tech industry to think hard about how much energy
artificial intelligence (AI) uses and whether it truly
benefits people. Speaking at Y Combinator’s Al
Startup School, Nadella said, “If you’re going to use a
lot of energy, you need to have a good reason. We
can’t just burn energy unless we are doing something
useful with it.” He stressed that Al should make real
improvements in daily life, like making healthcare,
education, or paperwork easier and faster.

Nadella pointed out that Microsoft, one of the world’s
biggest Al companies, used about 24 terawatt-hours
of electricity in 2023—about as much as a small
country. He said AI’s true test is whether it solves real
problems, such as helping hospitals discharge
patients faster, saving both time and money.ut while
Microsoft is betting big on Al, it’s also cutting jobs.
Over the past year, the company has laid off more
than 6,000 employees as it reorganizes to focus on Al
and cloud computing. More layoffs are expected
soon, especially in the Xbox gaming division and
sales teams, as Microsoft tries to boost profits after
spending billions to buy Activision
Blizzard.Nadella’s message is clear: Al should not
just be about new technology or profits—it must
prove its worth by genuinely helping society,
especially given its massive energy appetite. As
Microsoft leads the Al race, it’s also facing tough
choices about jobs and the true cost of innovation.

Digital Payments at Indian
Post Offices: UPI Payments
from August 2025

New Delhi. Post offices across India will begin
accepting digital payments at their counters
starting August 2025, following the completion of
a new IT system rollout, as per the official
sources. The proposed move is expected to
provide streamlined services to the customers, as
per the PTIreport.

Currently, post offices are unable to process digital
payments as their accounts are not yet integrated
with the Unified Payments Interface (UPI)
system. National Payment Corporation of India
(NPCI) provides the unified payment interface

India's Forex Reserves
Dip By USD 1.02 Billion To
USD 697.93 Billion

New Delhi. India's foreign exchange reserves
(forex) declined by USD 1.02 billion this week
after extending gains in the previous week
stabilising at USD 697.93 billion, official data
released by the Reserve Bank of India showed.
The Forex extended their gains, jumping USD
2.294 billion to USD 698.950 billion in the week
ending June 13. As on June 20, the data shows that
the foreign currency assets declined USD 0.36
billion to USD 589.07 billion. Gold reserves were
down by USD 5.73 million to stand at USD 85.74
billion during the week, the apex bank's data
shows while the The special drawing rights were
down USD 85 million to USD 18.67
billion.Central banks worldwide increasingly
accumulating safe-haven gold in their foreign
exchange reserves kitty, and India is no exception.
The share of gold maintained by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) in its foreign exchange
reserves has almost doubled since 2021, till
recently.In 2023, India added around USD 58
billion to its foreign exchange reserves,

FPIs On Course To Become Net Buyers In India For Third Month

FPIs have fueled the recent bull run in the stock market following a sharp slump. By
definition, Foreign Portfolio Investment involves investors buying foreign financial assets.

New Delhi. Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIs) are on course to become net
buyers in Indian stock markets for the
third straight month in June. In January,
February, and March, they were net

other categories, stood at 78,915 crore
through the 27th," said VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit Financial Services.
"FIIs were buyers in financials, capital

bonds. Ample liquidity and investor

optimism have the potential to sustain

the rally, though high valuations

remain a limiting factor and could

trigger profit booking," Vijayakumar
added.

The benchmark Sensex is now about
2,000 points below its all-time high
of 85,978 points. At one point, the
Sensex had fallen nearly 13,000
points from its peak. Recent FPI
buying has helped support the
indices.

Indian stock markets have
outperformed global markets in
recent weeks, even as volatility
persisted globally due to concerns
over potential upcoming US
reciprocal tariffs as the July 9

deadline approaches. A favorable

inflation figure in India has also
provided some support to domestic
equity indices.

sellers throughout. Since
April, however, they have
turned net buyers in Indian
equities.The latest data from
the National Securities
Depository Limited (NSDL)
shows that FPIs have bought
stocks worth 78,915 crore in
June so far. In April and May,
FPIs accumulated stocks
worth ?4,223 crore and
719,860 crore,
respectively.FPIs have fueled
the recent bull run in the stock
market following a sharp
slump. By definition, Foreign Portfolio
Investment involves investors buying
foreign financial assets.A declining
dollar is always positive for emerging
market equities; this encouraged FlIs to
invest in India. The FII buying figure
for June, including purchases through
the exchange, primary market, and

goods, and realty stocks, while they
were sellers in FMCG, consumer
durables, and IT. FII buying has
strengthened large-cap stocks, helping
the Nifty and Sensex scale new highs In 2024, both the Sensex and Nifty have

for 2025. However, FIIs continued to
sell in the bond market, and this trend is
likely to continue due to the low yield
differential between US and Indian

posted gains of around 9-10%. In 2023,
they rose by 16-17% cumulatively,
while in 2022, the gains were a modest
3% each.

Indian Cement Sector Reaches 39.6
Million Metric Tonnes In May, Up 9%

New Delhi. The Indian cement sector
reached 39.6 million metric tonnes
(MT) in May, recorded a strong 9 per
cent year-on-year (YoY) growth in
volumes, according to a new report.
The positive trend continued in the first
two months of FY26, with volumes
rising 8 per cent YoY to 78.7 million
MT, according to the report by ICRA.

For FY2025, cement volumes grew by
6.3 per cent YoY, totalling 453.0
million MT. ICRA projects a further 6-
7 per cent growth in FY2026, with
volumes expected to reach 480-485
million MT, driven by sustained
demand from the housing and
infrastructure sectors.Average cement
prices saw an 8 per cent YoY increase in
May 2025, reaching Rs 360 per bag,
while prices for the first two months of
FY2026 were up 7 per cent YoY. ICRA

contrasting with a cumulative decline of USD 71
billion in 2022. In 2024, the reserves rose by a
little over USD 20 billion. India's foreign
exchange reserves (Forex) are sufficient to meet
11 months of the country's imports and about 96
per cent of external debt, said Governor Sanjay
Malhotra while announcing the outcome of the
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) decisions.

The RBI governor expressed confidence, stating
that India's external sector is resilient and key
external sector vulnerability indicators are
improving. Foreign exchange reserves, or FX
reserves, are assets held by a nation's central bank
or monetary authority, primarily in reserve
currencies such as the US Dollar, with smaller
portions in the Euro, Japanese Yen, and Pound
Sterling. The RBI often intervenes by managing
liquidity, including selling dollars, to prevent
steep Rupee depreciation. The RBI strategically
buys dollars when the Rupee is strong and sells
when it weakens.

anticipates an 80-150 basis points (bps)
improvement in operating margins for
its sample set of cement companies,
rising to 16.3-17.0 per cent in

supporting India’s infrastructure and

housing development.
The combined Index of Eight Core

Industries (ICI) increased by 0.7 per
cent in May compared to the same
month last year, according to the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry data. The production of
cement, steel, coal, and refinery
products recorded positive growth
last month.The final growth rae of
the Index of Eight Core Industries
for February, March and April was
observed at 3.4, 4.5 and 1.0 per
cent, respectively, said the ministry.
Cement production rose by 9.2 per
cent in May. Its cumulative index
increased by 7.8 per cent during April
to May, 2025-26 over the
corresponding period of the previous
year.

.

FY2026.The rating agency maintains a
‘Stable’ outlook for the Indian cement
sector, reflecting confidence in
continued demand and favourable cost
conditions. The sector’s resilience
underscores its critical role in

Policy miss: 71% of small manufacturers say
government skill schemes haven't helped - Report

New Delhi A majority of small 30 per cent output per worker, burdens. In a separate

(UPI) services for better financial services and
promotes the digital payment ecosystem in
India.The Department of Posts is upgrading its IT
infrastructure with new applications capable of
handling transactions using dynamic QR codes.
This rollout is expected to be completed across all
post offices by August 2025,” a government
official told As part of the IT 2.0 initiative, a pilot
implementation of the system has already begun
in the Karnataka circle. QR code-based booking
for mail services has been successfully tested at
the Mysore Head Office (HO), Bagalkot HO, and
associated branch offices.Earlier, the department
had introduced static QR codes at post office
counters to facilitate digital payments. However,
persistent technical issues and frequent customer
complaints led to the discontinuation of that
method.In India, post offices offer a wide
spectrum of services, including mail delivery,
speed post delivery, financial services like Post
Office Savings Account, Recurring Deposit, Time
Deposit, Monthly Income Scheme, Public
Provident Fund, Senior Citizen Savings Scheme,
Sukanya Samriddhi Account, and Kisan Vikas
Patra, etc. Additionally, post offices facilitate
money transfer services and act as agents for
government services.

manufacturing enterprises in India say
government-run skill-training initiatives
are failing to reach them effectively, with
71 per cent reporting no benefits from
such programmes, according to a report
by Cushman & Wakefield.The survey,
part of the firm’s report ‘Elevating India's
Manufacturing Resilience: Charting the
Path to Self-Reliance’, highlights major
gaps in talent support to Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

According to news agency ANI, around 61

per cent of MSMESs overall said they had
not received any support from
government skill and talent programmes,
while just 39 per cent confirmed any
benefit. The disconnect is sharpest among
smaller firms, those employing fewer
than 500 people.The report notes that
MSMEs employ four out of every five
workers in the manufacturing sector and
contribute to 40 per cent of the output.
Yet, productivity remains low. A worker
in an MSME generates only 14 per cent of
the output compared to one in a large
enterprise.Comparable firms in other
emerging economies are already nearing

Cushman & Wakefield’s executive

“Plug-and-play industrial parks,

while the gap is even narrower in
developed nations.

managing director Gautam Saraf
said bridging capacity and cost
gaps in areas like logistics,
integrated facilities, and MSME
productivity is vital.

multimodal logistics networks,
and improved land aggregation
frameworks are not just
enablers—they are essential
levers for converting policy
momentum into production-
ready outcomes,” he said, as
quoted by ANI.Interestingly,
while skill initiatives lag, infrastructure
spending is having a strong impact. About
88 per cent of respondents said projects
like Bharatmala, Sagarmala, Dedicated
Freight Corridors, and the National
Industrial Corridor Development had
influenced their capital expenditure
plans.In fact, 93 per cent reported better
operating efficiency and profitability
where modern industrial parks and

corridors are present, and 94 per cent of
large enterprises credited infrastructure
upgrades as key to their growth.However,
long-term competitiveness is still
threatened by high logistics costs, limited
warehousing (0.2 sq. ft. per urban resident
in India compared to 47.3 sq. ft. in the
US), low domestic value addition (17 per
cent vs China’s 25 per cent), and skill
shortages, especially in MSMEs.These
challenges compound existing regulatory

study by TeamLease
RegTech, a typical
manufacturing MSME
deals with over 1,450
compliance obligations
annually, costing Rs
13-17 lakh per year.
These span seven legal
categories and involve
486 imprisonment
clauses, many for
procedural lapses.Rishi
Agrawal, CEO of
TeamLease RegTech,
stressed that India must
urgently reduce its
“deeply entrenched
hostility and inspector raj” to unshackle
MSME growth. “We need to add
compliance to India’s DPI (Digital Public
Infrastructure) stack,” he added, as cited
by ANI.The latest findings reinforce calls
for a more holistic and MSME-centric
policy approach—one that combines skill
development with regulatory relief and
infrastructure support to truly empower
India’s 6.45 crore MSMEs.




NATIONAL

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Monday, 30 June 2025

Monsoon arrives early in India as Delhi
sees light rains, floods in Uttarakhand

Agency New Delhi.

The India Meteorological
Scaﬂered Department (IMD) on Sunday
l’aill a“d announced the arrival of the

thunderstor

Monsoon over the entire country,
including Delhi, nine days ahead
of schedule. According to the

m warnings

IMD, the monsoon has now
covered the remaining parts of

kept Delhi-

Rajasthan, West Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and all of Delhi as of June

NCR on alert

29, beating its usual timeline of
July 8.The early onset brought

as the
monsoon

light to moderate rain across
Delhi-NCR on Saturday and
Sunday, with showers and gusty
winds reported in Rohini,

tightened its

Pitampura, Karawal Nagar,
Rajouri Garden, Dwarka, IGI
Airport and several other parts of

ri

on
North India.

the capital.

Neighbouring areas in Haryana and
western Uttar Pradesh, including
Noida, also saw scattered rain and

thunderstorms, with wind speeds

=

reaching up to 50 km/h in some

places.
Meanwhile, in Uttarakhand, the
Char Dham Yatra has been

suspended for the next 24 hours
following a red alert for heavy
rainfall.Garhwal
Commissioner Vinay
Shankar Pandey confirmed
that pilgrims heading to
Badrinath and Kedarnath
are being stopped at
Srinagar or Rudraprayag,
while those bound for
Yamunotri and Gangotri are
being halted at Vikasnagar (=&
and Barkot. Pilgrims
already at the shrines are
being brought back under strict
safety measures.

The IMD has issued a red alert for
today and tomorrow for
Uttarkashi, Rudraprayag,
Dehradun, Tehri, Pauri,
Champawat, Bageshwar, Udham

AAIB probing sabotage angle
too in Air India plane crash
case: Union minister

Agency Faridabad.
Minister of State for Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol has

said that the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) is investigating all possible angles, including
sabotage, in its probe into June 12 Air India plane crash
in Ahmedabad, which killed 274 people.The minister
added that the black box of the crashed Air India flight,
which has been recovered, is currently in the custody of
the AAIB and will remain within the country for a
complete analysis. He made these remarks during a
conclave held by .

He said that the AAIB had started a full probe into the
unfortunate incident. “It is being probed from all angles,
including any possible sabotage. The CCTV footage are
being reviewed and all angles are being assessed...
several agencies are working on it,” the minister pointed
out.The Ahmedabad-London Al 171, belonging to
Boeing Dreamliner 787-8 fleet, crashed seconds after
taking off from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International
Airport. Out of the 242 passengers and crew members
on board, only one survived the crash.

The minister said that the crash was a “rare case™. "It has
never happened that both engines have shut down
together,” he pointed out.

His comments came amid claims by veteran pilots and
aviation experts suggesting that a dual engine failure
may have caused the plane to go down and burst into
flames. He added that once the (probe) report is out, it
will be possible to establish whether it was an engine
problem or fuel supply issue or why both the engines
had stopped functioning.

“There is a CVR (cockpit voice recorder) in the black box
which has stored the conversation between the two
pilots. [t is too early to say anything but whatever it is, it
will come out. The report will come in three months,” he
pointed out.

“They’ve dumped us here, how will we
survive!’: What Delhi’s bulldozers left

behmd — broken hves bitter politics
- Y e

Agency New Delhi.

Perima stands outside the gate of a building in Sector G7,
Narela’s Pocket 4, packing sambar and chutney and
arranging them on a plastic plate atop her pushcart. She
wants to have everything ready — in case a customer
shows up — so she doesn’t waste time packing the order
later.She stays in the flats behind her, provided by the
Delhi Development Authority (DDA).

But the home where she’s lived since she was a child is 50-
odd km away, at Madrasi Camp in Jangpura — now a
mass of rubble. The colony was razed on June | after the
Delhi High Court ordered the demolition of over 300
houses to clear the blocked Barapullah drain ahead of
the monsoon.

Like this slum cluster, several of the Capital’s densely
populated informal settlements — Bhoomiheen Camp,
Taimoor Nagar, and Jailerwala Bag! e been razed
over the last two months. While the courts and
authorities cite encroachment on government land,
those displaced — many of them work as daily-wage
workers or house help — say they are being uprooted
not just from their homes, but also from their
livelihoods.Perima says she arrived at the flats in the
Northwest Delhi suburb on the night of the demolition
and set up the cart just three days ago. “Yesterday, it
took me six hours to make the chutney because I had to
travel to Jangpura to get the right chana dal. Here, there
are no provision stores,” she says.

At Jangpura, she used to work as a domestic house help in
four homes.“Yahan par laake daal diya, ab kaise
guzaara karein, samajh hi nahi aa raha hai, har cheez
mehengi hai yahan. (They have brought us here, how we
will survive, we don’t know. Everything is expensive
here.) I used to earn Rs 20,000, but now | hardly earn
anything.

Singh Nagar and Haridwar,
warning of extremely heavy
rainfall. An orange alert has also
been declared across Uttarakhand
for July 1 and 2, with the weather
office cautioning that people

g™

living in sensitive or low-lying
areas face risks of waterlogging
and landslides.

In Uttarkashi, a cloudburst near Silai
Band in Barkot triggered a
landslide at a hotel construction
site early Saturday morning.

According to District Magistrate
Prashant Ary'i nine labourers are
missing after debris hit their
shelter.

Rescue operations by the State
Disaster Response Force, National
Disaster Response Force,
police and local
administration are underway
despite continuous rain.
Landslides have also blocked
stretches of the Yamunotri and
Gangotri highways.

Himachal Pradesh is also on
alert, with the weather
department's Hydromet
Division warning of moderate
to high flash flood risk in parts

of Bilaspur, Chamba, Hamirpur,

Kangra, Kullu, Mandi. Shimla,

Sirmaur, Solan and Una districts

over the next 24 hours. Heavy

rainfall could trigger surface
runoff and flooding in low-lying
areas.

3 dead, 50 injured in stampede during Puri
Rath Yatra; Chief Minister apologises

Puri stampede: The incident took place near Saradhabali, in front of the temple,

where Lord Jagannath was seated on the chariot.

Agency New Delhi. The

At least three people died and 50 others
were injured in a stampede near Sri
Gundicha Temple in Odisha’s Puri
during Lord Jagannath Rath Yatra. The
incident occurred early Sunday
morning, around 4-4.30 am
amid heavy crowd.According
to Puri District Collector
Siddharth S Swain, the incident
happened when hundreds of
devotees had gathered near the
Shree Gundicha Temple for
darshan. The crowd suddenly w
surged and created a stampede- *
like situation.

Emergency services responded
quickly and the injured were {*
taken to Puri District Hospital. |
Six of them are in critical g
condition.

The victims have been identified
as Prativa Das Female (52),

incident took place near

The crowd became

were trampled.
Authorities

have launched an

Premakanta Mohanty (78) and Basanti
Sahu (42), all residents of Khurda
district. Their bodies have been sent for
postmortem.

investigation into the cause of the
incident. “We are looking into what
triggered the rush and whether there
were any lapses in crowd control,” said

an official.

Saradhabali, in front of the temple, NEGLIGENCE UNFORGIVABLE:
where Lord Jagannath was seated on
the chariot.
uncontrollable during the darshan and

in the chaos several people fell and

CHIEF MINISTER

Hours after the incident, Odisha Chief

Minister expressed deep sorrow and
said, "Due to the intense eagerness
among devotees to have a glimpse
of Mahaprabhu at Sharadhabali,
an unfortunate incident occurred
because of the resulting jostling
and chaos. Personally, I and my
government seek forgiveness
fromall Jagannath devotees.”
“We express our condolences to the
families of those devotees whose
lives were extinguished at
Sharadhabali and pray to
Mahaprabhu Jagannath to grant
them the strength to bear this
profound sorrow,”™ he
added.Calling the incident a result
of serious negligence, the Chief
Minister declared it "unforgivable"
and ordered a prompt investigation
into the security lapses. "Strict and
exemplary action will be taken against
those found responsible," he added.

Jharkhand hoy kills girliriend, posts
murder video online, then dies by suicide

Police said the two teenagers had attended the Rath Yatra fair with friends, but a dispute on

their way back allegedly led the teen to fatally stab the girl to death.

Agency New Delhi.
Lohardaga police recovered the body of

an 17-year-old boy who died by
suicide after allegedly
murdering his teenage
girlfriend. According to
authorities, the boy attacked
14-year-old girl and killed
her by slitting her throat with
a knife. The incident took
place in a forest area under
the Serengdag police station
limits.

The boy recorded the horrific
act, shared it on social media
and later took his own life by hanging
in a nearby jungle. Lohardaga SP
Sadique Anwar Rizvi reported that the
two teens, who were dating, attended

the Rath Yatra fair in Dandu village
with friends.While returning in the Jaynath filmed the attack, took selfies
evening,

a dispute reportedly led

Jaynath to stab the girl multiple times,
resulting in her death. Sources suggest Police recovered both bodies and sent
the girlfriend had recently distanced
herself from Jaynath, possibly fueling

his anger.

with the girl's body and the blood-
stained knife and posted the
footage online before fleeing to the
jungle. Villagers attempted to
apprehend him, but he escaped and
later hanged himself from a
tree.The father of the victim,
Ramdayal Kherwar, said his
daughter, a student at Dunduru
school, had gone to the fair with
friends, including Jaynath.
Bystanders tried to intervene
during the attack but could not save
her.

them for post-mortem examination
while continuing their investigation.

Ten years, just two projects:
Where does Delhi’s slum
rehabilitation policy stand?

Agency New Delhi.

In 2015, Delhi introduced a rehabilitation policy
that prioritised in-situ housing for slum dwellers,
with relocation permitted only in “exceptional
circumstances.” However, a recent surge in
demolitions has run contrary to the policy’s
intent, with many residents being shifted to far-
flung locations.

Major demolitions that have taken place after the
BJP came to power are in Madrasi Camp (340
structures demolished), Bhoomiheen Camp (344
structures demolished), Jailerwala Bagh Camp
(300 structures demolished) and Taimoor Nagar
(100 structures demolished). Eligible residents
of Madrasi Camp have been offered housing in
Narela, 50-odd km away.

According to a list compiled by Basti Suraksha
Manch, an organisation advocating for housing
rights of slum dwellers in Delhi, many more
demolitions have been taking place at an
accelerated pace in recent months. “Since
coming to power, the BJP government
demolished around 30-40 slums. Currently, there
are 5-10 settlements under threat of demolition.
The government had given a slogan of ‘Jahaan
Jhuggi Wahin Makaan’, but, instead, the poor are
being removed from their homes,” said Neelesh
Kumar, a social activist and member of the
group.

What does the policy entail?

The rehabilitation of slums is governed by the
Delhi Slum & Jhuggi Jhopri Rehabilitation and
Relocation Policy, 2015, which was approved by
the Cabinet in 2016.It prioritises in-situ
rehabilitation — alternate accommodation has to
be provided to a slum dweller on the same land or
withinaradius of 5 km.

But under exceptional circumstances, in-situ
rehabilitation need not be undertaken and
relocation is considered. Such circumstances
include a court order; if the slum encroaches ona
street, road, footpath, railway safety zone, or a
park; and if the encroached land is required by
the land-owning agency for a public project that
is urgent.

Madhya Pradesh: Seven
engineers suspended over ‘faulty
design’ of over bridge in Bhopal

Agency New Delhi.

The Madhya Pradesh government suspended seven
engineers, including two chief engineers of the
Public Works Department(PWD) for
constructing a bridge with faulty design in
Bhopal. Additionally, an inquiry has been
launched against a retired superintendent
engineer, as the said bridge has an unusual 90-
degree turn.Apart from this, a construction
company and a design consultant have been
blacklisted by the government. A committee has
been set up to make improvements in the bridge,
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav said.

Odd design of bridge a laughing stock
The newly built over bridge has been ridiculed by

netizens, for its odd design. However, the
engineers in the initial stages justified the flawed
alignment to limited land availability near a metro
station.

The officials against whom action has been taken

include chief engineers Sanjay Khande and G P
Verma, in-charge executive engineer Javed
Shakeel, in-charge sub-divisional officer Ravi
Shukla, sub-enginner Umashankar Mishra,
assistant engineer Shanul Saxena, in-charge
executive engineer Shabana Rajjaq and retired
superintendent engineer M P Singh, said PWD
additional chief secretary Neeraj Mandloi.The
firms which was blacklisted i1s M/s Puneet
Chaddha and design consultant M/s Dynamic
Consultant.

Justification of ‘faulty design’
The primary objective of the 18 crore ROB was

improving the connectivity between Mahamai Ka
Bagh, Pushpa Nagar and the station area with
New Bhopal, aiding almost 3 lakh people.

The officials involved in the construction process of

the over bridge justified their act by claiming that
they had no alternative but to construct the bridge
in that way, due to the scarcity of land and the
presence of a metro rail station nearby.

India makes huge strides in QS 2026
Rankings, but has a long way to go

Agency New Delhi.

India has scripted a huge achievement of late
in the education field, which largely went
unnoticed. This is because, unfortunately,
education receives scarce attention in a
country obsessed with politics, cricket,
Bollywood and wars. New reforms and
fresh initiatives in the education sector are
rudimentary, but sadly, these are often
given a short shrift At a time when
education in India is facing challenges
galore comes a good news — which offers
a ray of hope. The QS World University
Rankings 2026, released on June 19,
underscores India’s strongest showing yet.
Out of 8,000 educational institutions and
universities from 106 countries, 1,501
were ranked this year, including 112
which made their entry for the first time.

A massive leap

What is heartening is that a record 54
institutions from India found place in this
coveted list — the highest number to date
for the country. This feat puts India ahead
of countries like Germany (48) and Japan
(47). It makes India the fourth most
represented country in the rankings,

behind only the US, the UK, and China. It
is to be noted that in 2014, merely 11
educational institutions from India made it
in the prestigious rankings.

So, it's a huge leap indeed — from 11 to 54,
In other words,
massive 390 percent growth — nearly
five times more — over the past 10
years. This amazing progress has
come not just from top public
institutions like the 12 1ITs, Indian
Institute of Science (11Sc) Bengaluru, ¥
Delhi University, Anna University, [
and Delhi's Jawaharlal
University, but also from several
private universities that have made a
huge impact.

This is not just about numbers -
shows that despite the prevailing
challenges,
higher education is getting better and
more competitive around the world.

This year, almost 48 percent of Indian
institutions in the QS rankings went up,
while only 20 percent dropped.
Undoubtedly, the implementation of the
National Education Policy (NEP) — 2020

India has seen a

Nehru

italso

the quality of Indian

needs to be done.

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
has rightly said that NEP 2020 is not just

changing the academic landscape, but
transforming it in a truly revolutionary
way. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said:
“The QS World University Rankings have
brought excellent news for our education
system. Our government is committed to
strengthening the ecosystem of research

has gone a long way in bringing about this
steady improvement. However, still more

and innovation for the benefit of India’s

youth.”
Brilliant showing, but long road ahead
India’s brilliant showing in the QS Worlc

University Rankings 2026 is laudable, anc
the steps taken to better the educatior
system are truly praiseworthy
However, we can’t deny the fact tha
this success is still mostly restricted tc
[ITs, central universities, and a few
other prime institutions. A large
number of universities nationwide are
still reeling under fund crunch, deartt
of qualified teachers, outdated labs
low research work, negligible focus or
new ideas, and hardly any ties with
foreign universities.It is also a matte
of great concern that approximately
1.8 million Indian students are a
presently studying at foreigr
universities, with an estimated Rs 2
lakh crore spent each year on then
education. The pertinent question is: Car
we prevent this trend of large-scale studen
migration by strengthening our highe
education system and offering world-class
opportunities within the country?




INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

Ukraine says Russia
launched its biggest aerial
attack since the start of war

KYIV. Russia launched its biggest aerial attack against
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‘Kisses Yes, Bezos No’: Venice fumes as
billionaire’s lavish wedding disrupts city

activists protesting it as an exploitation of

organizations working to preserve Venice, stood alongside a tuxedo-clad

Ukraine overnight, a Ukrainian official said on
Sunday, part of an escalating bombing campaign that
has further dashed hopes for a breakthrough in
efforts to end the 3-year-old war.

Russia fired a total of 537 aerial weapons at Ukraine,
including 477 drones and decoys and 60 missiles,
Ukraine’s air force said. Of these, 249 were shot
down and 226 were lost, likely having been
electronically jammed.Yuriy Ihnat, head of
communications for Ukraine’s air force, told the
Associated Press that the overnight onslaught was
“the most massive air strike” on the country, taking
into account both drones and various types of
missiles. The attack targeted regions across Ukraine,
including western Ukraine, far from the frontline.

Poland and allied countries scrambled aircraft to
ensure the safety of Polish airspace, the Polish air
force said Sunday.Kherson regional Gov. Oleksandr
Prokudin said one person died in a drone strike. Six
people were wounded in Cherkasy, including a child,
according to regional Gov. Thor Taburets.

In the Lviv region in the far west of Ukraine, a large-
scale fire broke out at an industrial facility in the city
of Drohobych following a drone attack that also
forced parts of the city to lose power.The fresh
attacks follow Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
saying Friday that Moscow is ready for a fresh round
of direct peace talks in Istanbul. However, the war
shows no signs of abating as US-led international
peace efforts have so far produced no breakthrough.

Two recent rounds of talks between the Russian and
Ukrainian delegations in Istanbul were brief and
yielded no progress on reaching a settlement.

The demonstration contrasted
with the expensive wedding
bonanza, seen by critics as an
affront to the lagoon city’s fragile
environment and its citizens,
overwhelmed by throngs of
tourists.

|
VENICE. Hundreds of protesters marched
through Venice's central streets on Saturday
to say “No” to billionaire Jeff Bezos, his
bride and their much-awaited wedding
extravaganza, which reached its third and
final day amid celebrity-crowded parties
and the outcries of tired residents.On Friday,
the world’s fourth-richest man and his bride
Lauren Sanchez Bezos tied the knot during
a private ceremony with around 200
celebrity guests on the secluded island of
San Giorgio.The wedding, however,
angered many Venetians, with some

Rain-related incidents leave 38 dead in
Pakistan; Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa bears the brunt

the city by the billionaire Bezos, while
ordinary residents suffer from overtourism,
high housing costs and the constant threat
of climate-induced flooding.As the two
newlyweds prepared for the final party
Saturday evening, hundreds of Venetians
and protesters from across Italy filled

Venice's tiny streets with colorful banners g5

reading “Kisses Yes, Bezos No” and “No
Bezos, no War.” Venice has around 50,000
residents.The demonstration contrasted

with the expensive wedding bonanza, seen &

by critics as an affront to the lagoon city’s
fragile environment and its citizens,
overwhelmed by throngs of tourists.

“We are here to continue ruining the plans of
these rich people, who accumulate money
by exploiting many other people ... while
the conditions of this city remain
precarious,” said Martina Vergnano, one of
the demonstrators.The protest organizers
claimed that their planned protest had
forced the relocation of Saturday’s party
from a supposed initial location to a former
medieval shipyard, the Arsenale.Bezos
donated 1 million euros ($1.17 million)
each to three environmental research

according to Corila, the Venetian
environmental research association.But
many protesters blasted the move as a clear
attempt to appease angry residents.“We
want a free Venice, which is finally

|
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dedicated to its citizens. ... Those
donations are just a misery and only aimed
at clearing Bezos’ conscience,” said Flavio
Cogo, a Venetian activist who joined
Saturday’s protest.Details of the exclusive
wedding ceremony Friday night were a
closely guarded secret, until Sanchez
Bezos posted to Instagram a photo of
herself beaming in a white gown as she

Bezos.Athletes, celebrities, influencers and
business leaders converged to revel in
extravagance that was as much a testament
to the couple’s love as to their extraordinary
wealth.The star-studded guest list included
Oprah Winfrey and NFL great Tom
Brady, along with Hollywood stars
Leonardo Di Caprio and Orlando
Bloom, tech entrepreneur and
philanthropist Bill Gates and top
socialites, including the Kardashian-
Jenner clan.Ivanka Trump, her
husband Jared Kushner and their three
children also joined the celebrations.
The bride and groom stayed at the Aman
Venice hotel on the Grand Canal,
where Bezos posed for photos and
Sanchez Bezos blew kisses to the
press.“The planet is burning but don’t
worry, here’s the list of the 27 dresses of
Lauren Sanchez,” read one protest slogan, a
reference to the bride’s reported wedding
weekend wardrobe. It featured a mermaid-
lined wedding gown by Dolce & Gabbana
and other Dolce Vita-inspired looks by
Italian designers, including Schiaparelli
and Bottega Veneta.

Ex-Israeli PM Bennett
says Netanyahu 'must go',

Long-range drone strikes have been a hallmark of the

war, now in its fourth year. The race by both sides to
develop increasingly sophisticated and deadlier
drones has turned the conflict into a testing ground
for new weaponry.

Iran judiciary say’s Israeli
strike on Tehran's Evin
prison killed 71

TEHRAN. An Israeli strike on Tehran's Evin prison
during this month's 12-day war killed at least 71
people, Iran's judiciary said Sunday, days after a
ceasefire ended hostilities between the two arch-foes.

The strike on Monday destroyed part of the
administrative building at Evin, a large, heavily
fortified complex in the north of Tehran, which rights
groups say holds political prisoners and foreign
nationals."According to official figures, 71 people
were killed in the attack on Evin prison," said
judiciary spokesman Asghar Jahangir of the attack,
part of the bombardment campaign Israel launched on

ISLAMABAD.Death toll in rain-related
incidents in Pakistan has risen to 38
with 63 injured as pre-monsoon
showers continued to wreak havoc in
various parts of the country, officials

ultimately swept away.The provincial
government suspended four officials
and removed Swat Deputy
Commissioner Shehzad Mahboob
from his post for failing to save the

blames him for 'divisions'

in rain-related incidents. While 41
people were injured in Punjab, 16 in
Sindh and six in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
in separate incidents.Among other
losses, 63 houses were damaged and

in Israeli society

JERUSALEM. Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin

said.The pre-monsoon spell began on
June 26 and continued with intervals
in different parts of the country, the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) said on Saturday
night, adding that the Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province in the
northwest was the worst hit.

At least 19 people of the same family

were killed when they were swept

away by a flash flood on Friday in the
Swat area of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.
The provincial government of Pakistan

family.However, federal information

30 animals were killed across the
country. Roads and bridges were
also damaged in the rains and floods.
Rescue and rehabilitation efforts
were going on to help those affected,
the NDMA said.Scattered rains were
expected in the next 24 hours and an
alert has been issued for glacial lake
outburst floods, urban flooding, and
flash floods across various regions
of Pakis-tan over the next 24 to 48
hours, NDMA added.

The NDMA has urged all provincial and

Netanyahu must leave office, his predecessor Naftali
Bennett has told a televised interview, refusing to say
whether he intends to challenge the country's longest-
serving leader in an election.In an interview with
Israel's Channel 12 that aired on Saturday, former
prime minister Bennett said Netanyahu "has been in
power for 20 years... that's too much, it's not healthy."

"He bears...heavy responsibility for the divisions in

Israeli society", Bennett said of growing rifts within
Israel under Netanyahu, who has a strong support base
but also staunch opponents who have demanded his
departure including over his handling of the Gaza war
since October 2023.etanyahu "must go", said the

June 13.According to Jahangir, the victims at Evin
included administrative staff, guards, prisoners and
visiting relatives as well as people living nearby.

Images shared by the judiciary showed destroyed walls,
collapsed ceilings, scattered debris, and broken
surfaces across waiting areas at the facility.

The judiciary said that vin's medical centre and visiting
rooms had been targeted.On Tuesday, a day after the
strike, the judiciary said that the Iranian prison
authority had transferred inmates out of Evin prison,
without specifying their number or identifying them.

The inmates at Evin have included Nobel Peace Prize
laureate Narges Mohammadi as well as several
French nationals and other foreigners.

Japan launches climate
change monitoring satellite
on mainstay H2A rocket's
last flight

TOKYO. Japan on Sunday successfully launched a
climate change monitoring satellite on its mainstay
H-2A rocket, which made its final flight before it is

replaced by a new flagship model designed to be
more cost competitive in the global space market.

The H-2 A rocket lifted off from the Tanegashima Space
Center in southwestern Japan, carrying the GOSAT-
GW satellite as part of Tokyo’s effort to mitigate
climate change. The satellite was safely separated
from the rocket and released into a planned orbit
about 16 minutes later.Scientists and space officials
at the control room exchanged hugs and handshakes
to celebrate the successful launch, which was delayed
by several days due to a malfunctioning of the
rocket's electrical systems.Keiji Suzuki, a Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries official in charge of rocket launch
operations, said he was more nervous than ever for
the final mission of the rocket, which has been his
career work. “I've spent my entire life at work not to
drop H-2Arocket... All I cansay is I'm so relieved."

Sunday's launch marked the 50th and final flight for the
H-2A, which has served as Japan’s mainstay rocket to
carry satellites and probes into space with a near-
perfect record since its 2001 debut. After its
retirement, it will be fully replaced by the H3, which
is already in operation, as Japan's new main flagship.

“It is a deeply emotional moment for all of us at JAXA
as a developer,” Hiroshi Yamakawa, president of the
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, told a news
conference.The GOSAT-GW, or Global Observing
SATellite for Greenhouse gases and Water cycle, is a
third series in the mission to monitor carbon, methane
and other greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere.
Within one year, it will start distributing data such as
sea surface temperature and precipitation with much
higher resolution to users around the world, including
the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, officials said.The liquid-fuel H-2A
rocket with two solid-fuel sub-rockets developed by
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency has so far had
49 flights with a 98% success record, with only one
failure in 2003. Mitsubishi Heavy has provided its
launch operation since 2007.H-2A successfully
carried into space many satellites and probes,
including Japan’s moon lander SLIM last year, and a
popular Hayabusa2 spacecraft in 2014 to reach a
distant asteroid, contributing to the country’s space
programs.

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) came under
immense criticism for failing to help
the family, which took refuge on
higher ground for an hour when
surrounded by flood water, butwere

'Bid to reshape CHP": Graft case piles
pressure on Turkey's main opposition

The outcome could see several
CHP figures -- including jailed
[stanbul mayor Ekrem
Imamoglu -- facing up to three
years in prison and a political
ban for graft, Turkish media

reported.

ANKARA. A court hearing that could |

upend the leadership of Turkey's
main opposition CHP is the latest bid
to hobble the party behind a wave of
spring protests that shook the
government, analysts say.

The hearing, which takes place on
Monday at an Ankara court, could
render null and void the result of a
leadership primary within the
Republican People's Party (CHP) in
November 2023 on grounds of alleged
fraud -- thereby overturning the
election of leader Ozgur Ozel.

In February, the Ankara public
prosecutor opened an investigation

minister Atta Tarar on Saturday
demanded that the chief minister, Ali
Amin Gandapur, should take
responsibility for the deaths and
resign.Another 12 people were killed
in Punjab and seven in Sindh provinces

into allegations of vote buying at the
congress which resulted in Ozel
defeating longtime incumbent Kemal
Kilicdaroglu.The CHP has denied the
allegations.The outcome could see
several CHP figures -- including jailed
Istanbul mayor Ekrem Imamoglu --

facing up to three years in prison and a
political ban for graft, Turkish media
reported.And if the election result is
cancelled, the party leadership would
almost certainly revert to 76-year-old
Kilicdaroglu.He was ousted five
months after losing a bitterly fought
presidential campaign against
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan that
was widely seen as the most important
vote in generations, leaving the party in

district administrations to remain on
high alert to deal with all emergencies.

The monsoon weather system annually
brings rains in the vast sub-continent
region, including Pakistan.

crisis.
Taming the opposition
"This is a bid to reshape the CHP and
create an opposition that is controlled
by a government which is becoming
more and more authoritarian," Berk
Esen, a political science expert at
Istanbul's Sabanci University, told
AFP."This will provoke a split
within the party, putting a weak,
defeated leader in charge whom the
voters don't want any more," he
said.Kilicdaroglu has already said
he would be willing to take on the
party leadership again if the court
overturned the primary result,
sparking uproar within the CHP."It
would be out of the question to not
recognise such a verdict. Would it
be better if a trustee was appointed to

former prime minister, a right-wing leader who in 2021
joined forces with Netanyahu critics to form a coalition
that ousted him from the premiership after 12
consecutive years at the helm.But the fragile coalition
government Bennett had led along with current
opposition chief Yair Lapid collapsed after about a year.
Snap elections ensued, and Netanyahu again assumed
the premiership with backing from far-right and ultra-
Orthodox Jewish parties.Bennett, who has taken time
off from politics, has been rumoured to be planning a
comeback, with public opinion polls suggesting he
may have enough support to oust Netanyahu again.No
vote is currently planned before late 2026, however,
although early elections are common in Israel.In his
Saturday interview, Bennett claimed credit for laying
the groundwork for Israel's bombardment campaign
earlier this month against Iranian nuclear and military
sites.The decision to launch attacks against the Islamic

lead the party?" he said, also voicing
his disapproval of the mass protests
called by the CHP following
Imamoglu's arrest and jailing in
March.Widely seen as the only
politician capable of defeating
Erdogan at the ballot box, Imamoglu
was arrested in connection with a graft
and terror probe which the CHP has
denounced as groundless.

republic "was very good" and "needed", said Bennett,
claiming that the offensive would not have been
possible without the work of his short-lived
government.In Gaza, where Israel has waged war since
Hamas's October 2023 attack, Bennett said the military
has displayed "exceptional" performance but "the
political management of the country" was
catastrophe, a disaster".

a

What's in the latest version of Trump's 'big
beautiful bill' now before US Senate

WASHINGTON. At some 940-pages, the
legislation is a sprawling collection of tax
breaks, spending cuts and other Republican
priorities, including new money for
national defense and deportations.Now it's
up to Congress to decide whether President
Donald Trump's signature domestic policy
package will become law. Trump told
Republicans, who hold majority power in
the House and Senate, to skip their holiday
vacations and deliver the bill by the Fourth
of July.Senators were working through the
weekend to pass the bill and send it back to
the House for a final vote. Democrats are
united against it.Here's the latest on what's
in the bill. There could be changes as
lawmakers negotiate.

Tax cuts are the priority

Republicans say the bill is crucial because
there would be a massive tax increase after
December when tax breaks from Trump's
first term expire. The legislation contains
roughly $3.8 trillion in tax cuts.The
existing tax rates and brackets would

become permanent under the bill. It
temporarily would add new tax breaks that
Trump campaigned on: no taxes on tips,
overtime pay or some automotive loans,
along with a bigger $6,000 deduction in the
Senate draft for older adults who earn no
more than $75,000 a year.It would boost the
$2,000 child tax credit to $2,200 under the
Senate proposal. Families at lower income
levels would not see the full amount.A cap
on state and local deductions, called SALT,
would quadruple to $40,000 for five years.
It's a provision important to New York and
other high tax states, though the House
wanted it to last for 10 years.There are
scores of business-related tax cuts.The
wealthiest households would see a $12,000
increase from the legislation, which would
cost the poorest people $1,600 a year,
according to the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) analysis of the
House's version. Middle-income taxpayers
would see a tax break of $500 to $1,500, the
CBO said.Money for deportations, border

wall and 'Golden Dome'The bill would
provide some $350 billion for Trump's
border and national security agenda,
including $46 billion for the US-Mexico
border wall and $45 billion for 100,000
migrant detention facility beds, as he aims
to fulfill his promise of the largest mass
deportation operation in US history.Money
would go for hiring 10,000 new
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
officers, with $10,000 signing bonuses and
a surge of Border Patrol officers, as well.
The goal is to deport some 1 million people
per year.The homeland security secretary
would have a new $10 billion fund for

grants for states that help with federal
immigration enforcement and deportation
actions. The attorney general would have
$3.5 billion for a similar fund, known as
Bridging Immigration-related Deficits
Experienced Nationwide, or BIDEN,
referring to former Democratic President
Joe Biden.To help pay for it all, immigrants
would face various new fees, including
when seeking asylum protections.For the
Pentagon, the bill would provide billions
for ship building, munitions systems, and
quality of life measures for servicemen and
women, as well as $25 billion for the
development of the Golden Dome missile
defense system. The Defense Department
would have $1 billion for border
security.How to pay for it? Cuts to
Medicaid and other programsTo help partly
offset the lost tax revenue and new
spending, Republicans aim to cut back
some long-running government programs:
Medicaid, food stamps, green energy
incentives and others.
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WI vs AUS: ICC punishes

Darren Sammy for criticising
umpire Adrian Holdstock

West Indies head coach Darren Sammy has
been fined by the ICC (International Cricket
Council) for his disparaging remarks against
third umpire Adrian Holdstock during the
first Test against Australia in Barbados.
Sammy had expressed his concerns over two
contentious calls during Day 2 of the Test
match, which went against the West Indies.

He has been fined 15% of his match fee for a
Level 1 breach of the ICC Code of Conduct.
The former West Indies captain was found to
have violated Article 2.7 of the Code, which
pertains to “public criticism of, or
inappropriate comment in relation to an
incident occurring in an International Match
or any Player, Player Support Personnel,
Match Official or team participating in any
International Match.”One demerit point has
also been added to Sammy’s disciplinary
record, with this being his first offence in a
24-month period. The West Indies head
coach has accepted his sanction proposed by
Match Referee Javagal Srinath for the
charge levelled by on-field umpires Richard
Kettleborough and Nitin Menon, third
umpire Adrian Holdstock, and fourth umpire
Gregory Brathwaite.Three decisions
became the talking point of the Test match as
on Day 1, Australia batter Travis Head was
given a reprieve by TV umpire Adrian
Holdstock after he ruled him not out on 53,

citing a lack of evidence on a clear catch by
Shai Hope behind the stumps. Later on Day
2, Roston Chase was given out Ibw against
Pat Cummins, despite the cameras showing
an inside edge onto the pads on replays.To
add to West Indies” woes, Shai Hope was
given out against Beau Webster as a low take
from wicketkeeper Alex Carey was ruled in
Australia’s favour. Darren Sammy even met
with match referee Javagal Srinath after Day
2 to express his concerns over the
controversial decisions.

"You don't want to get yourself in a situation
where you're wondering about certain
umpires. Is there something against this
team? But when you see decision after
decision, then it raises the question,” said
Sammy at the end of the day’s play.

Carlos Alcaraz targets rare
Wimbledon three-peat:
Really want to win the fitle

New Delhi. Carlos Alcaraz said that he
desperately wants to get his hands on the
Wimbledon 2025 title. The young Spaniard
is on the cusp of a major landmark with a
chance to become only the fourth man after
Bjorn Borg, Pete Sampras, Roger Federer
and Novak Djokovic to complete a three-
peat in the grass-court major.Last year,
Alcaraz successfully defended his title after
beating 24-time Grand Slam champion
Djokovic in the final. The 22-year-old is in
good stead, having recently won the HSBC
Championships after beating Jiri Lehechka
in the final.

"I'm coming here thinking that I really want to
win the title, I really want to lift the trophy,
not thinking about how many players have
won three Wimbledons in a row," Alcaraz

told the reporters on Saturday."I just want to
be ready, to prepare myself in the best way
possible to start the tournament with a lot of
confidence. Obviously I feel a lot of
confidence right now," he said."Two weeks
could be really long in a Grand Slam but
right now I'm not thinking about who I could
join if I win three Wimbledons in a row,”
Alcaraz added.Since missing the Madrid
Open due to injury, Alcaraz has won two
titles on the trot. Earlier this month, he won
his maiden French Open title after beating
Jannik Sinner in the final, following which
he won the HSBC Championships."The
style that the people bring to the court when
they play on grass, I think is so beautiful. The
sound of the ball, the movement is really
tough -- but when you get it, it's like you're
flying.”"It's just pretty to me because I really
want to hit slices, dropshots, go to the net all
the time and play aggressively. I think on
grass it's the style that you have to play, so
that's what I like the most,” Alcaraz
added.At Wimbledon, Alcaraz will kick off
proceedings with his first-round match
against Fabio Fognini of Italy on Monday,
June 30.

Novak Djokovic figures Wimbledon gives him his

best chance at a record 25th 6

Djokovic has won seven
championships at the grass-court
major and come oh-so-close to
making his total eight — the
number Roger Federer won — but

lost in the 2023 and 2024 finals to
Carlos Alcaraz.

LONDON. It's become part of Novak
Djokovic's routine now, particularly at
Grand Slam tournaments: He shows up and
gets asked — at the start of the event, during
the event, after the event or sometimes all
three — whether this will be his final
appearance there.Happened again Saturday
at Wimbledon, and his response was the
same it tends to be, which essentially
amounts to: Who can tell?"Whether it could
be my 'last dance,” the 24-time major
champion began, repeating the phrase used
by the reporter who posed the question, "I'm
not sure — as I'm not sure about Roland
Garros or any other Slam that I play
next."And then Djokovic continued,

"My wish is to play for several more

offering something of a mix of
seemingly trying to quiet any talk about
whether he truly is pondering
retirement at age 38 while also being
realistic about where things stand.

years. I would love to be healthy
physically and also mentally motivated
to keep on playing at the highest level,"
he said. "That's the goal. But you never
know at this stage."What Djokovic did
concede is that the All England Club
might offer the likeliest spot for him to
gather one more Grand Slam singles
title, which would allow him to raise his
career haul to 25 — a number that no tennis
player ever has reached."l would probably
agree that Wimbledon could be the best
chance, because of the results I had, because
ofhow I feel, how I play in Wimbledon," said
Djokovic, who faces Alexandre Muller in the
first round Tuesday. "Just getting that extra
push mentally and motivation to perform the
best tennis at the highest level."Djokovic has
won seven championships at the grass-court
major and come oh-so-close to making his
total eight — the number Roger Federer
won, and one behind Martina Navratilova's
record nine women's trophies — but lost in

rand

the 2023 and 2024 finals to Carlos Alcaraz.

All told, Djokovic has appeared in the title

match each of the past six times the
tournament was held (it was canceled in
2020 amid the COVID-19 pandemic),
winning itin2018,2019,2021 and 2022. His
most recent Wimbledon loss came all the
way back in 2017, when he was defeated in
the quarterfinals by 2010 runner-up Tomas
Berdych.As for the persistent questions
about Djokovic's future, it's the same type of
topic that was presented to Federer, Rafael
Nadal and Serena Williams as those greats of
the game neared their farewells.

Now it's just Djokovic's turn.
But just because he hasn't won a Grand Slam

Club World Cup: Chelsea's late goals take down
Benfica, 10-man Palmeiras beat Botafogo

The first two round of 16 matches
in the Club World Cup went to extra
time, with Chelsea taking the win
over Benfica while Palmeiras edged
past the in-form Botafogo despite
having one player sent off.

NEW DELHI. Chelsea’s extra-time goals
ensured they got the better of Benfica, while
a 10-man Palmeiras dug deep to squeeze out
awin over Botafogo in the first two round of
16 games at the FIFA Club World Cup on
Sunday, 29 June.Chelsea’s clash against
Benfica saw at least a two-hour delay due to
a lightning storm in the Charlotte area,
which triggered safety protocols and led to
players and spectators being moved away
from exposed areas.Once the game
resumed, it was a fairly even contest until
the second half, when a brilliant set-piece by
captain Reece James gave Chelsea the lead.
To make matters worse for Benfica,

India pacer Khaleel Ahmed set to make
county debut, signs deal with Essex

«Khaleel Ahmed played for CSK
in IPL 2025

«He picked 4 wickets vs England
Lions

«He last played for India in 2024
in Sri Lanka

New Delhi. India seamer Khaleel Ahmed is
all set to make his debut in County Cricket
as he’s signed a deal with Essex. The left-
arm seamer will be seen playing the
remainder of the English County
Championship and the entirety of the One-
Day Cup.Ahmed recently had a good season
with Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in the
Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL 2025) as

Prestianni was sent off. However, the
Portuguese side managed to equalise
through a penalty converted by veteran
Angel di Maria.Very proud. The
performance, for me, was top until 85
minutes when they stopped the game and it
started a completely different game,”
Chelsea manager Enzo Maresca
commented.“When you are inside for more
than one hour, it’s not easy. But 1-1, and then
we continued to play, and the reward was the
one that we deserved,” he added.

Once the match entered extra time, Chelsea

completely outclassed their opponents, with
Christopher Nkunku, Pedro Neto, and
Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall all getting on the

_—

he scalped 15 wickets in the tournament.
The 27-year-old expressed excitement on
his signing and is eyeing to make an
immediate impact for the team.“I am
thrilled to sign for Essex. I have heard a lot
about the rich history of the Club, and I'm
excited to be part of it and will look to make
an immediate impact. I’'m looking forward
to playing at Chelmsford, meeting the loyal
Essex Members and fans, and delivering
performances they can be proud of,” Ahmed

“We are really pleased to be bringing Khaleel

scoresheet to seal their place in the
next round.Meanwhile, in the battle
between the Brazilian sides,
Palmeiras came out on top with an
extra-time winner to beat the in-
form Botafogo 1-0. Paulinho
scored the decisive goal in the 110th
minute, although there was late
drama as Gustavo Gmez was sent
off in the 126th minute.“We played
an incredible game,” Palmeiras
manager Abel Ferreira told
reporters.“We did very well in the
90 minutes and in extra time. We suffered
together with one player less, but we
deservedit,” he added.

The Brazilian sides have continued to impress

in this competition and will be looking to go
deep in the tournament, hoping to challenge
the top European teams and prove they are
also quality opposition.The next set of
fixtures will see Lionel Messi’s Inter Miami
take on PSG — a highly anticipated
encounter, with the Argentine going up
against his former club. It promises to be a
contest to watch, especially as the reigning
Champions League winners are set to be in
action.

told Essexcricket.Essex’s Director of
Cricket, Chris Silverwood, was also
delighted with Ahmed’s signing after his
stellar performance against India A against
the England Lions.

into the Club. We were impressed with his
performances for India A and firmly believe
he can strengthen our already very strong
seam attack. As a left-arm seamer, he offers
something different and will add a new
dynamic to the squad in both the One Day
Cup and the County Championship,”
Silverwood said.Ahmed scalped four
wickets in the first innings of the second
unofficial Test between India A and England
Lions as he helped his team take a slender
first innings lead. He will be expected to
continue his good form for Essex, who are
currently in eighth place in Division One of
the County Championship with one win in
eight games.

m fitle

trophy in more than 1 1/2 years

Sla

™ } — he collected three in 2023,

capped by the U.S. Open that
September — don't think that
Djokovic isn't capable of
grabbing another.

As he reminded anyone listening
Saturday, he made it to the
semifinals at the Australian
Open this January before
stopping after one set because
of a hamstring injury, and got
to the final four at the French
Open this month before losing

to No. 1 Jannik Sinner. After that one,

Djokovic took time as he left the court to kiss

his hand and lean down to touch the clay,

then said it could have been his last match at

Roland-Garros.There also was the not-so-

small achievement of claiming a gold medal

for Serbia at the Paris Olympics less than a

year ago by beating Alcaraz, no less.

"These tournaments give me the biggest drive,

still," Djokovic said. "I like the way I feel
right now, physically. Tennis-wise, I've been
playing good on the practice sessions.
Obviously completely different when you
start a tournament. I'll try to have a very good
tournament and go as faras I can."

Alexis Vega snaps scoreless streak,

Mexico beats Saudi Arabia 2-0 in
CONCACAF Gold Cup quarterfinals

GLENDALE. Alexis Vega snapped a 19-match

scoreless streak in international play with a
goal in the 49th minute and defending
champion Mexico beat Saudi Arabia 2-0 in the
CONCACAF Gold Cup quarterfinals on
Saturday night.Mexico will face Honduras in
the semifinals on Wednesday in Santa Clara,
California. Honduras beat Panama in a penalty
shootout earlier Saturday after the teams
playedtoa 1-1 draw inregulation.

The 27-year-old Vega scored after finding some

room to work following a nice pass from Raul
Jimenez. His first shot bounced off goalkeeper
Nawaf Alaquidi, but the forward quickly
corralled the rebound and sent it through
Alaquidi's legs and into the net.

Vega was initially ruled offside but after review,

the goal was allowed and Mexico had a 1-0
lead.Mexico coach Javier Aguirre was pleased
with how his team played, particularly after
halftime. He said they're heading in the right

direction going into the semfinals.

"It was an A-plus," the coach said.
Vega's goal snapped a scoreless streak in

international play that dates back to 2022. It
also ended a dry spell for Mexico, which
scored for the first time in 166 minutes of play.

El Tri's final match in group play ended with a

scoreless draw against Costa Rica.

Mexico pushed ahead 2-0 in the 81st minute on

an own goal by Saudi Arabia's Abdullah Madu.
Mexico's Mateo Chavez sent a crossing pass to
Roberto Alvarado, who never made contact
with the ball. Instead, it caromed off a
defending Madu and into the net.

Saudi Arabia stifled Mexico's offense for much

of a scoreless, physical first half. The tension
escalated just before the halftime break —
Saudi Arabia's Ali Majrashi and Mexico's
Jesus Gallardo were both being shown yellow
cards after the two exchanged shoves.

Let Shubman Gill captain for 3 years,

even if we lose in England

<Former India head coach
Ravi Shastri has urged the
team management to
retain Shubman Gill as
the captain of the Test
team for three years,
irrespective of what
happens in the ongoing
series against England.

New Delhi. Former India head coach Ravi
Shastri has urged the team management to
retain Shubman Gill as captain, even if
India lose the ongoing series against
England. Gill has been appointed as India’s
new skipper following the retirement of
Rohit Sharma from the longest format of
the game.The 25-year-old began his tenure
in style as he became the fifth India captain
to score a century on captaincy debut.
However, his innings ended in vain as
England beat India by five wickets as they
chased down the target of 371 in the fourth
innings.Despite India’s loss, Gill earned
praise from Ravi Shastri, who extolled him
for his maturity and urged the team
management to let him continue as captain
for three years.““He’s matured a lot. The way
he handles the media, the way he talks at
press conferences, at tosses—he’s matured a
lot. Let him be there for three years. Don’t

chop and change irrespective of what
happens in the series. Stick with him for
three years, and I think he will deliver for
you,” Shastri told Wisden.

Furthermore, he also mentioned that the
youngster has all the ingredients to be one of

: Ravi

the greats of the game and needs to
adapt to the conditions with time.
“I’ll be disappointed if Gill doesn’t go
places. Languid, lazy elegance, and
he’s got a regal element of being
regal out there when he’s batting. If
he can learn with exposure and
adapt to conditions, I think that’s the
one name I can see,” he
added.Meanwhile, following
India’s loss, several experts have
been after Gill for his on-field
tactics during the match. Hence, he
has a major task at hand to regroup
his men and prepare them for the
second Test, set to begin from July 2
at Edgbaston, Birmingham.India have never
won a Test match at the venue, having lost
seven out of eight matches played. The
Shubman Gill-led side will be up against
history as they aim to level the series in the
upcoming encounter.
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BACKS Parag Tyagqi As He
Takes His Dog For A Walk: 'Her

Sudden Passing...’

ashami Desai was in the same scason as late Shefali Jariwala in Bigg
Boss 13. After expressing grief over Shefali’s death on social media,
he defended Parag Tyagi and criticised social media users for
‘judging him’ for walking their dog while holding his late wife’s photo in
one hand. She urged everyone to show empathy and not spread
“sensationalism".Rashami posted a screenshot of Parag walking their dog
Simba, whom Shefali was extremely close to. Taking to her Instagram
story, she wrote, “Arreee bhaiya, let’s spread kindness and compassion
instead of judgment! Simba was more than just a pet — he was Shefali’s
beloved son. Her sudden passing leaves a huge void, and | urge the media
to respect the family’s grief and give them space during this difficult time.
Let’s show empathy and understanding, not sensationalism (sic)." Take a
look:

Earlier today, Rashami shared a picture of Shefali and wrote, I am still
trying to process the news, you were an incredible person and 1 am
struggling to find the words to express...You will be deeply missed. gone
too soon." Meanwhile, Himanshi Khurrana shared a throwback selfie with
Shefali, and wrote, “Bigg
Boss that place is cursed |
think" along with
heartbreak emoji.

What did Shefali’s
residential security say?
Shatrughan, the watchman of °
Shefali Jariwala’s
residential society,
recounted the events that
unfolded on the night of her
death. He shared that
Shefali was taken to the
hospital around 10:30 PM
on Friday. Still in shock, he remembered seeing Shefali and her husband
Parag Tyagi just the cvening before, casually walking their dog in the
compound. “It was just like any other day," he said, adding, “1 couldn’t

believe it when I heard on Friday night that she had passed away."

Shatrughan, the security guard on duty, recounted the events of Friday night.
While speaking with , he mentioned. “Around 10:30 at night, Shefali ji
was taken to the hospital. Before that, at around 9 PM, her husband Parag
Tyagi came to the society on a motorcycle. [ was the one who opened the
gate."Shortly after Shefali was taken to the hospital, police teams and
forensic units arrived at the scene, said Shatrughan. “The police have been
inside since last night. There were two mobile forensic unit vehicles — one
has left, one is still here," he added.

As for the latest update, police officials and forensic experts are still probing
the case of her death. Her body was sent to Cooper Hospital for
postmortem on Friday night.

Rashami 4

|
| 5
(

-

elevision actress Khushi Mukherjee has
been the talk of the internet recently, and

not for her acting projects. The former
Splitsvilla contestant and social media
personality has found herself in the spotlight
for her bold fashion choices, frequently making
appearances in extremely revealing outfits that
have gone viral across platforms.

While the internet remains divided over

her clothing, actress Falaq
Naaz—known for her role in Sasural
Simar Ka—has now weighed in on the
matter, without naming Khushi
directly. In a strongly-worded
Instagram video, Falaq referred to
Khushi only as “didi" and expressed
her frustration with the government’s
double standards when it comes to
public decency and civic penalties. Hi
everyone," Falaq begins in the video.
“Toh pichle baar aap sabko yaad hoga
maine ek didi ke upar video banayi thi.
Yaha pe na baat bahot zyada didi se
aage jaa chuki hai. It is not about any XYZ
person. It is something jo main government s¢
puchna chahti hoon—Zke stray dogs ke upar itna
udham mach jata hai, penalties, hum log khaana
nahi khila sakte, log objection lete hai.”

The actress then draws a direct comparison

between penalties for feeding stray animals and
the lack of regulation over provocative public
attire. “Iss tarah ka kuch pchenke agar sadak
par nikal rahe hai toh uspe objection kyu nahi
utha rahi hai government? Media jo inko cover

Takes Dig At Khushi Mukherjee’s Revealing
Dress?; Asks Govt "Why No Penalty'

3 X2 L7
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kar rahe hai, aur aise logon pe jo cover ho rahe
hai, aise logon pe penalty kyu nahi hai? Mujhe
yeh janna hai."

Falaq also made an emotional appeal to the public
to raise this question with the authorities. *So,

jitne log yaha pe baithe hue hai, help me out, tag
authorities, and [ want the answer now ke yeh
sahi hai. Aur agar yeh sahi hai toh stray dogs ko

khaana khilane pe koi aawaz naa uthaaye. Agar
nang pane mein aawaz nahi uthrahi, toh
bachcho ko khaane khilane mein aawaz naa
uthana."

Khushi Mukherjee, on the other hand, remains
unfazed as paparazzi videos of her continue to
rack up views. While she has yet to respond
directly to Falag’s comments, her wardrobe
choices have certainly kept social media
buzzing—and now, they’ve sparked a wider
debate around societal norms, personal
freedom, and public decency.

Sonakshl Sinha Pregnant? Actress

Finally Breaks Silence, Says, 'l
Have Found a Way...’

onakshi Sinha’s personal life has often been

under the media microscope — from whispers

about her relationship with Zaheer Igbal to
public curiosity around her inter-faith wedding and
now pregnancy rumours. The Heeramandi star, who
tied the knot with longtime boyfriend Zaheer in a
quiet civil ceremony last year, recently celebrated
their first wedding anniversary on June 23, 2025,

The couple, who appeared together in Double XL
(2022), kept their relationship under wraps for
several years before making it official. But even
after going public, the scrutiny didn’t stop. Their
interfaith relationship, with Sonakshi being Hindu
and Zaheer Muslim, sparked even more curiosity.
Many even questioned, “Is Sonakshi Sinha
pregnant?" as she quietly got married without much
fanfare.

Sonakshi, however, has chosen calm over chaos. Ina
recent interview, she reacted to the relentless noise
surrounding her private life. “I have found a way of
shutting out the noise," she said. I live a very happy
life off screen when I am not at work, and [ am okay
and peaceful, so when I am at work and I have to
deal with such things, I just end up dealing with it
better," the actress added.

The actress, who dated Zaheer Igbal for seven years
before they got married, shared how time and
experience have helped her build emotional
resilience. “You realise that people will say what
they want to say, no matter what you do. [f say [ am
wearing white, someone will say no, it’s black.
Someone will always be there to challenge what
you say, so you just move on with your life. You
cannot pay attention to every little thing."

Sonakshi Sinha and Zaheer Igbal Marriage

Sonakshi Sinha and Zaheer Igbal got married in a
quiet civil ceremony at her Bandra home on June
23, 2024. The wedding was attended by close
family and a few friends, including her parents,
Shatrughan and Poonam Sinha. Later that evening,
the couple hosted a grand reception at Bastian
restaurant in Mumbai.

The celebration was a star-studded affair with guests

like Salman Khan, Rekha, Kajol, Anil Kapoor,

Tabu, Raveena Tandon, Vidya Balan with Siddharth

Roy Kapur, and many more.

Shweta Tiwar’s Ex-Husband Says He
Gave Up Meeting Daughter Palak

Tiwari: ‘Beti Bhi Na Ml T Bhi Na i

F I \clevision actress Shweta Tiwari’s ex-
husband Raja Chaudhary is once again in
the spotlight, shedding light on his past with

her. Speaking in a candid interview, he shared
details about their whirlwind romance, the family
resistance they faced, and how their relationship
deteriorated over time—allegedly after Shweta’s
rising success on TV.They crossed paths during a
shoot and quickly grew close. “We dated only for
2-3 months, then we got married. She said that she
was 19 but I always felt she was older, maybe 20-
21. I'was also 24-25 years old at the time. We got
married in a rush. And then, shortly afterwards,
our daughter was born. And soon after our
daughter was born. she started getting those Ekta
Kapoor serials," he said, in a chat with Hindi
Rush.

While their relationship began with love, it didn’t
take long for differences to surface. Raja admitted
that the cracks were visible quite early, even
though they officially separated several years
later, “We broke up some 6-7 years later and all
this while, she would be on set and I would be at
home, taking care of the daughter and taking care
of the house," he said and added, “*Awara dost bhi
bana raha hu, usme kya hai? Gharwale kehte hain
jo log sharab peete hain woh log awara hote hain.
Toh kuch aise sharabi log maine dost bana liye,"
he said.

Their marriage had opposition from both sides, but
they went ahead with it regardless. Raja shared
how both families warned them against rushing
things. “My family said, “wait, let us see what’s
up’ but I didn’t listen to them. I said I will get
married the next day. It was a mutual decision.
Even her family members said, ‘don’t get
married’ but she snuck out of the house with her
brother and came to the court to get married," he
said.Shweta eventually became a well-known
face in every Indian household after landing the
lead role in Kasautii Zindagii Kay. According to
Raja, this shift brought more tension into their
personal life. “Life changed after her show
became a huge hit. Then she started charging
money by the hour.
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