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Capt Kohli’s spirit will
forever echo in the
mountains

An era came to an end with the peaceful passing of
Captain Mohan Singh Kohli, aged 94, on June 23
in New Delhi. All his dear ones were there by his
bedside: his wife Pushpa (his rocklike support in
life), sons Maninder and Ravinder, with their
wives and children. He had led a full life.By far
India’s most renowned mountaineer, he is best
known as the leader of the epoch-making Indian
Everest Expedition 1965. Nine climbers reached
the summit, creating a world record which held
for 17 years. Indira Gandhi, while describing it as
one of India’s six major achievements since
Independence, paid a rich tribute: “The record of
Commander Kohli’s expedition will find a
special mention in history. It was a masterpiece of
planning, organisation, teamwork, individual
effort and leadership.”According to mountain
writing legend Walt Unsworth, the Indian success
by its very magnitude completed the
mountaineering subjection of the Southeast
Ridge. All this added immensely to national pride
and the great resurgence of mountaineering in
India.Captain Kohli was born on December 11,
1931, at Haripur surrounded by Kaghan hills, on
the banks of the Indus, in the foothills of the
Karakoram mountains in the erstwhile NWFP,
now in Pakistan. His love affair with the
mountains began in his childhood itself.
Psychologically, the 1947 Partition, where he
survived the mass massacre of innocents, was a
major turning point in his life: emerging
physically and mentally stronger with a
survivor’s instincts. These traits came to the fore
in 1962 when as the deputy leader of the Everest
expedition and leader of the summit party, he,
along with two others, spent three nights, two
without oxygen, in raging blizzards. They had, in
Unsworth’s words, almost passed the point of no
return. The descent had the qualities of a
nightmare.Earlier, in 1960, on India’s first
expedition to Everest, he reached the South Col
as amember of the second summit party when the
expedition had to be called off due to bad weather
and the onset of monsoon.He was commissioned
into the Indian Navy in 1954, reporting to INS
Shivaji at Lonavala, the offshore training
institute. He later joined the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police and developed the force into a formidable
mountaineering organisation.Starting with Saser
Kangri (25,170 ft) in 1956, Captain Kohli was a
member/leader of 20 major expeditions, which
included the first ascents of Nandakot (1959) and
Annapurna iii (1961).Having reached the
pinnacle of his mountaineering career in 1965,
Captain Kohli did not rest on his laurels. Later
that year, he was involved in an exciting Indo-US
secret mission to install nuclear-powered
listening devices on the Himalayan peaks,
notably Nanda Devi and Nandakot, to monitor
Chinese missile capabilities, vividly described in
his book, ‘Spies in the Himalayas’.He joined Air
Indiain 1971. He began by promoting trekking in
the Himalayas and India’s other vast outdoors
with their unlimited scope for adventure. There is
hardly any discipline in the realm of aero, water
and terrestrial sports that escaped his attention. In
1978, he flew over the South Pole.He became
deeply involved in the ‘Save the Himalayas’
movement. In 1989, he cofounded the Himalayan
Environment Trust (HET) with Sir Edmund
Hillary, also involving mountaineering legends
such as Maurice Herzog, Chris Bonington,
Reinhold Messner and Junko Tabai and eminent
Indian personalities like Dr Karan Singh.He had a
long stint as the vice-president and president of
the Indian Mountaineering Foundation and his
achievements were many. He mentored the 1984
Everest expedition which had the distinction of
having the first Indian woman, fifth in the world,
Bachendri Pal, reaching the summit. I was the
leader of this expedition.

Buddhism that rose in India around 500 BC did

Universe: Buddhism was pushed out, or pulled out

When people speak of how Buddhism was driven out of India, they often overlook the possibility that it could have simply moved out to lands of receptive kings

not thrive in the land of its origin after 1200
AD. When people speak of how Buddhism was
driven out of India — either by Brahmins or
Islamic invasion — they often overlook the
possibility that Buddhism could have simply
moved out to greener pastures, to lands of
receptive kings.In Buddhist lore, the decline of
Buddhism was always prophesied, in keeping
with the doctrine of impermanence. It was
related to the failure of kings to protect
Buddha’s legacy (sasana). But this failure was
compensated by the resilience of monks.
Brahmins believed journeys to distant lands
would result in loss of caste. The fear also
restricted the movements of Jain monks. By
contrast, Buddhist monks were adventurous,
willing to travel to spread Buddha’s
word.Much of Buddhism’s initial success lay
in its appeal to foreign kings such as Yavanas,
Shakas and Kushans, who controlled the
Gandhara-Mathura-Ellora-Sopara-Amravati
trade routes between 200 BC and 200 AD.
When the Shakas and Kushans were pushed
out by local kings, Buddhism moved with them
to Central Asia.India, which was the centre of
the Buddhist world, or Jambudvipa, in 700 AD,
came to be seen on the edge by 1700 AD. By
then, China was known as the land of
Manjushri, Mongolia the land of Vajrapani
Mahakala, and Tibet the land of
Avalokiteshvara Padmapani. The most
magnificent Buddhist temples and pagodas
were built in South-East Asia: Angkor Wat in
Cambodia, Borobudur in Java, Ayutthaya in Thailand,
Bagan in Burma, and Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka. The
last of the great Buddhist kings in India was
Harshavardhan of Thaneshwar, a contemporary of Tang
dynasty in China, and Prophet Muhammad in Arabia.The
Theravada school of Buddhism had reached Sri Lanka by
the Sth century AD. It spread further in the 10th century to
Burma and Thailand. Meanwhile, the Mahayana school
of Buddhism became popular in China from as early as
300 AD. Chinese emperors imported relics from India
and imitated Ashoka in building stupas. They sent monks
to study original texts in Nalanda and other universities.

New forms of Buddhism emerged in the East, focused not

on Gautama Buddha, but more on future Buddha
Maitreya, wise Buddha Manjushri and King Buddha
Amitabha, of Pure Land Buddhism. There was even a
female Bodhisattva, Kwanyin.In Tibet, the Vajrayana, or
the occult school of Buddhism, thrived from 1000 AD,

ra

introducing ideas such as “war magic”. Buddhist
Mahakala and the fierce Heruka deities of Tibet were
venerated by the Mongols who conquered
China.Opposition to Buddhism began in the Ganga river
basin during the Gupta period, 400 AD. Gupta kings saw
themselves as the wild-boar Vishnu-Varaha saving the
earth and dharma from Buddhism-patronising foreign
rulers. Sun-worshipping Hunas attacked Buddhist
monasteries in Gandhara in north-west India and wiped
out Taxila universities around 500 AD. In the Deccan
region, long-trade routes collapsed with the fall of the
Roman Empire. Attention of kings, after 600 AD, shifted
from trade to agricultural income. Brahmin skills in
managing farm lands through temple-corporations made
them popular amongst Chalukyas, Pallavas, Pandavas,
Gangas and Cholas.

By 800 AD, India had three major religious influences: a

powerful Buddhist lobby in the east led by Palas, a
dominant Jain lobby in the south led by Rashtrakutas, and

Dumping threat looms elsewhere as India nears U.S. deal

a significant Shaivite presence in the north led by Gurjara-
Pratihara. Many wars were fought between the three.
Hindu hagiographies from India and Nepal, composed
after 1300 AD, claim that Adi Shankara (who lived around
700 AD) won many debates against Buddhists. But
Tibetan books, composed after 1500 AD, claim he lost to
Buddhist masters. Relying on texts is unreliable.By 1000
AD, the Buddhist Palas were replaced by Shiva and
Vishnu worshipping Senas. Jain Rashtrakutas were
replaced by Shiva and Vishnu worshipping Chalukyas and
Gangas, and later Hoysalas, Kakatiyas and Yadavas. After
1300 AD, Islamic Sultanates stopped supporting Buddhist
universities.

To survive, many monks migrated to Sri Lanka and South-

East Asia.Emphasising the “pushing out” of Buddhism
frames it as a passive victim. Its “pull out” strategy in
response to local hostility, and greater opportunities in
foreign lands, reminds us that even ideologies can have

agency.

While the contours of the proposed deal are unknown, it’s likely that it would enhance economic partnership, transform bilateral trade and lower tariffs, making products competitive across sectors

Donald Trump has dropped a big hint about signing a “very

big” trade deal with India. The remarks, coming ahead of
his July 9 deadline for striking deals or resuming
‘reciprocal’ tariffs, offer a significant relief for markets,
policy makers and industry. Tariff-related uncertainties
have triggered a massive sell-off in global and domestic
equity markets, with foreign portfolio investments
remaining volatile. While the contours of the proposed
deal are unknown, it’s likely that it would enhance
economic partnership, transform bilateral trade and lower
tariffs, making products competitive across sectors such
as energy, agriculture, defence and aviation. It’s also
possible that India would gain market share in some
American sectors owing to lower tariffs; although the
gains would depend on India’s comparative advantage
against other countries. The anticipated direct export loss
is pegged at $14 billion, amounting to 0.38 percent of
India’s GDP, according to a working paper published by
the National Institute of Public Finance and Policy.

The export basket might change, too. Some of India’s top 10

exports to the US—including electronic goods and gems
& jewellery—may lose market share as competing

countries are subject to lower tariffs on these products. On
the other hand, we may gain in the footwear, apparel,
electrical machinery and toy markets. For instance,
according to the NIPFP paper, China, Vietnam, Indonesia,

Turning back the pages of time

Italy and Cambodia account for 45.5 percent of the total
in footwear exports to the US. Even if China is
excluded, India can potentially corner a bigger share
from Vietnam and Indonesia, which are subject to much
higher tariffs of 46 percent and 32 percent, respectively.
Similar opportunities exist in the furniture and sports
equipment markets, tooAt the same time, a multi-
product, multi-country dumping threat looms over
India. We should be watchful as China, Vietnam,
Taiwan and others facing higher tariffs look to flood us
with cheaper goods. While India reduces the tariff
deficit with the US, it needs to offer calibrated
concessions on select US goods like aerospace
components. We should secure sector-specific
exemptions, negotiate duty waivers for auto
components and electronics, and diversify export
markets away from the US, pursuing opportunities in
the EU, the UK and ASEAN. Above all, India should
strengthen domestic manufacturing, boost Make in
India initiatives in key areas such as semiconductors,
renewable energy and electronics to reduce import
reliance and attract investments.

At any given time, | always have 10 or 15 unread books on my shelves and feel the richer for it

Hazaribagh in Bihar in the early 1960s. I was 10
when [ first got to know Dr Binoy Chatterjee. |
don’t know how old he was, but he looked pretty
old to me because when you are 10, everyone
beyond 40 looks like a centenarian. Dr Chatterjee
was our family doctor, a homeopath, and I don’t
think he charged us a penny. He was a big, burly
man but I think he had some problems with his feet
because they were always bandaged and he never
stepped out of his house. Why do I remember him
after almost 60 years? Because he introduced me to
the wonders of the English language and the habit
ofreading.l was studying in St Xavier’s and, as you
can imagine, we were given a constant overdose of
the classics, Wren and Martin and Palgrave. These
did not, however, excite Dr Chatterjee much.
“Abhoy,” he used to counsel me in that rolling
Bengali accent which in later days Mamata
Banerjee transformed into a rolling pin, “Classical
literature is useful, but it puts the English language
into a strait-jacket. Na, baba, it makes it too serious.
Language must be fun, you should be able to play
with it like a puppy with a ball; it should be capable
of many meanings, like the fleeting glance of a
beautiful woman.” I saw what he meant, vaguely; |
had a puppy at home and every woman looked
beautiful to me, but each in a different way. And so
the good doctor took it upon himself to initiate me
into the unfettered world of an English language
that could convey the joy of living, and not just its
grim tragedies.Leave the classics in school, he told
me sternly, and plied me instead with Mark Twain,
Steinbeck, Oscar Wilde, JH Chase, Perry Mason,
Bennett Cerf, JJ Hunter, Jim Corbett, Max Brand,

Billy Bunter, Zane Grey, Manohar Malgaonkar,
Alistair Maclean, Spike Milligan, Richard Gordon,
even the first edition of Fitzgerald’s ‘Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam’! He had the most wonderful
collection, carefully packed in cartons, catalogued
and indexed. On top of his list was PG Wodehouse.

The prescription was simple: one’s reading must be

eclectic, every genre is as important as the next, if
reading is not fun then it’s a waste of time. And then
there were the magazines: Punch, RD, Imprint and
a glossy precursor of the National Geographic
whose name [ now cannot recall. And I didn’t have
to buy a single book: Dr Chatterjee had trunk loads
and disbursed them to me lovingly, after
conducting a short viva voce on each book returned
by me!The good doctor’s bug made me a
bookworm for life. My family moved to Calcutta,
where my grandfather had two bookshops in New
Market and one in the Grand Hotel. I soon struck a
Trumpian deal with him: during my school/college
holidays, I would help in selling the books (for
which I received a commission of 4 annas per
book), and spend the rest of the time devouring as
many more as [ could. I could never afford to buy a
new book, of course, having started life on a pocket
money of 5 rupees a month, which subsequent
inflation took to 25 in my college days.

So, one scoured College Street in Calcutta, Navin

Market in Kanpur and the Red Fort/Chor Bazaar
markets in Delhi in later life for second-hand
books. I still have them — handsome, leather-
bound, picked up for as little as 8 annas in those pre-
globalisation days. Till today, I cannot buy a book at
its printed price — it has to be a discounted Amazon

one, a Book Fair offering, or a gift! Old habits, like
old Gods, die hard.During this journey from Mulk
Raj Anand to Bill Bryson, however, I have picked
up quite a few quirks. During my younger days, I
was not beyond filching a book or two from a

bookshop when in a severe state of penury, which
was most of the time. The SOP was quite simple,
really: walk in with three books and walk out with
four, the desired title sandwiched between the
others. Fortunately, this phase didn’t last long,
preventing me from becoming the head librarian in
Tihar jail.I don’t like people borrowing books: I
consider it an invasion of my private space and akin
to borrowing someone’s girlfriend. I hoard newly
bought books and defer reading them for as long as
I can. It’s like these tomes are my capital, a kind of
fixed deposit, and reading them would amount to
breaking the FD and depleting this precious stock.
So, at any given time, [ always have 10 or 15 unread
books on my shelves and feel the richer for it. My

sons have tried to introduce me to Kindle and
digital reading, without success. How does one
explain to them that a book is a living entity and not
a jumble of algorithms? That it must feel good to
touch; the smell of paper, ink and time fondly
reminds one of where and when it was bought
(or filched); enables one to make notes in the
margins. It’s a difficult feeling to convey, but |
think Jawaharlal Nehru came closest to it,
though in an entirely different context. At a
formal dinner, Nehru and Lord Mountbatten
were having tandoori chicken. Nehru was
eating with his fingers, but Mountbatten was
making heavy weather of it with knife and fork.
Panditji could not contain himself: “My lord,
use your fingers. Eating tandoori chicken with a
knife and fork is like making love to a beautiful
woman through an interpreter, you know!” That
is exactly what Kindle does to reading: it can
make you a promiscuous reader but not a faithful or
satiated one.l have just acquired my latest tome,
Yuval Harari’s ‘Home Deus’. It’s at number 16 of
my waitlisted books, and in the normal course its
turn for reading should come in 2026 or 2027. But it
isall of 1,000 pages and weighs about 2 kg. If [ wait
too long, the Grim Reaper may knock on my doors
before I finish it.I have seriously considered doing a
Chetan Bhagat to it, i.e. read the first and last pages
only, and instantly get the gist of all that lies in-
between. But that would be worse than using an
interpreter — it would be like employing a
stenographer. So I think I’ll just give it away to
Arnab Goswami. It will fill the yawning gaps in his
education but best of all.
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Adani Enterprises to raise Rs
1,000 crore via retail bonds

New Delhi. Billionaire Gautam Adani’s flagship firm,
Adani Enterprises, is planning to raise Rs 1,000 crore
through a retail bond issue, according to stock
exchange filings. The company has submitted a draft
prospectus for the same.This would mark the
conglomerate’s second foray into the public debt
market within a year.Back in September 2024, Adani
Enterprises raised Rs 800 crore in its maiden retail
bond issue, which received strong investor
response.The latest proposed issue includes a green-
shoe option of Rs 500 crore, allowing the company to
retain oversubscription if demand is strong.

The bonds will be managed by Nuvama Wealth
Management, Trust Investment Advisors, and Tip
Sons Consultancy Services. However, key details
such as the interest rate (coupon), tenure, and launch
date are yet to be announced.

The proposed bonds have been rated AA- by both ICRA

and Care Ratings, signalling a relatively stable credit

outlook.This move comes at a time when more

corporate giants are looking to tap the retail bond

market, as investor appetite for fixed income products
grows amid volatile equity markets.

Most corrupt I've seen:
Finfluencer on Indian metro
real estate market

New Delhi. India’s metro real estate market is “one of
the most corrupt” spaces in the country, according to
finfluencer and financial educator Akshat
Shrivastava, who recently stirred debate online with a
blunt critique of how property prices in big cities
remain inflated by black money and speculative
hoarding.In a widely shared LinkedIn post,
Shrivastava claimed that just nine families control
nearly 20% of Mumbai’s real estate, wielding
disproportionate power over pricing."Real estate in

Indian metros is one of the most corrupt I have ever |

seen," he wrote, pointing to how untaxed money
continues to fuel demand—not out of necessity, but
to park wealth securely in physical assets.“Rich
businessmen deal with black money the only option
is to buy real estate or physical gold,” he explained.
That capital, according to him, goes into properties
that are often left vacant. “These rich guys don’t need
to rent. They’re cool with keeping properties vacant,”
Shrivastava added.He explains that the result is a
distorted market where home prices soar, rental
yields shrink, and the average middle-class buyer is
left chasing an increasingly unattainable dream.
“You don’t need to own a house in a metro,”
Shrivastava said, arguing that many end up buying at
inflated rates for paltry rental returns—typically
around 2—-3%—while locking in long-term debt.

"Anyone telling you to buy a property in metros to get
your 2-3% yield is a sales agent disguised as
YouTuber,” he warned.He urged potential buyers to
do the math before investing, especially in metros,
and suggested buying homes only when rental yields
exceed 4%. "Treat your house as lifestyle, not
investment," Shrivastava wrote. "People lie, math
doesnot."

Sensex falls over 100 points,
Nifty down slightly; Jio
Financial rises 1%

New Delhi. Benchmark stock indices opened
slightly lower on Thursday despite easing
geopolitical tensions and strong global cues. The
weak start on Dalal Street appeared to stem from
mild profit booking in banking and financial
services stocks, even as broader sentiment
remained cautiously optimistic.Around 9:24 am,
the BSE Sensex was down 56.62 points at
84,002.28, after briefly falling over 100 points in
early trade. The NSE Nifty50 slipped 10.55 points
to 25,627.25. The 50-share index, which has
rallied in recent sessions, remains just shy of its
all-time high of 26,277 .Broader market indices
opened largely in the green, but volatility ticked
higher, signalling a likely tug of war between bulls
and bears as the session progresses.Early gainers
included Jio Financial Services, Eternal, ONGC,
Trent and IndusInd Bank. Among the top laggards

were Hero MotoCorp, NTPC, Tata Consumer
Products, Bharti Airtel and HDFC.

Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services, pointed to favourable
global tailwinds. “With the S&P 500 and Nasdaq
setting new record highs, and most global markets
in bullish mode, the overall market construct
looks positive,” he said. “The decline in
geopolitical tensions in West Asia, a sharp
pullback in Brent crude to $67, and progress on
trade deals between the US and major partners are
all supportive of equities.”He noted that recent
gains in Indian markets have been driven by
institutional accumulation in large-cap stocks
such as HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, RIL and L&T.
Meanwhile, a weak dollar index continues to
favour foreign investor inflows, while steady
retail participation is supporting domestic fund
flows.However, Vijayakumar cautioned that
while staying invested in this bull market makes
sense, “making fresh investments at elevated
valuations would be risky.”

Alembic Pharma stock jumps 12% on US

One of India's pioneering
pharma companies, Alembic
has heen steadily building its
presence in the US market

recently.

CHENNALI. Shares of Vadodara-based
drug maker Alembic Pharmaceuticals
jumped over 12% after the company
received approval from the US Food and
Drug Administration (USFDA) for its
generic version of Doxorubicin
Hydrochloride Liposome injection. This
drug is used in cancer treatment and is
part of a high-value and competitive
segment in the US pharmaceutical
market. The approval marks another
important step in Alembic’s efforts to
expand its US generics portfolio.

One of India's pioneering
pharma companies, Alembic
has been steadily building its
presence in the US market,
with more than 180
Abbreviated New Drug
Applications (ANDAs) filed
and over 120 already
approved. This latest
approval is expected to add
to its revenue stream and
improve market visibility,
especially in the oncology

nod for its generic cancer drug
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to be a major growth driver for
Alembic. In the fourth quarter,
US sales contributed around
7521 crore, with strong year-
on-year growth. The company
has also been actively
launching new products and
investing in new facilities --in
Jarod and Karakhadi -- to
I support future growth.

5 Investor reaction to the USFDA
approval has been positive, as
the market sees this as a sign of

segment.

The company, which was previously
focused mainly on the domestic market
through its active pharmaceutical
ingredient (API) and formulation
businesses—primarily in
antibiotics—has only recently begun
actively expanding into international
markets."While the stock gained strongly
on this development, it comes shortly
after Alembic reported its financial

results for the fourth quarter of FY25. The
company posted a 17% year-on-year
increase in revenue, reaching around
?1,770 crore. However, its net profit
declined by about 12% to ?157 crore due
to increased investment in R&D,
manufacturing capacity, and regulatory
compliance. Despite the dip in profit, the
company’s EBITDA rose 9% to ?286
crore, showing that its core operations
remain strong.The US business continues

Alembic’s growing
capabilities in complex generics.
Although recent profit numbers were
slightly lower, the long-term outlook
remains promising with more product
launches and international market
expansion expected.The sharp rise in
Alembic Pharma’s share price reflects
investor confidence in its US growth
strategy and the commercial potential of
its newly approved cancer drug.

IndusInd Bank submits CEO shortlist 8

to RBI after leadership exits: Report

. The candidates include Rajiv Anand, Rahul Shukla, and Anup Saha — all experienced financial sector leaders. The move comes after the abrupt exits of CEQ

Sumant Kathpalia and deputy Arun Khurana in April, following a $230 million hit from years of misaccounting in internal derivative trades.

New Delhi. Indusind Bank has
submitted a shortlist of three
senior bankers to the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) for |
consideration as its next chief
executive officer, reported
news agency Reuters, quoting
two people familiar with the
matter.

The candidates include Rajiv
Anand, Rahul Shukla, and
Anup Saha — all experienced
financial sector leaders. The
move comes after the abrupt
exits of CEO Sumant Kathpalia
and deputy Arun Khurana in
April, following a $230 million hit
from years of misaccounting in internal
derivative trades.The central bank,
which has the final say in leadership
appointments at Indian banks, had
directed IndusInd to provide a list of

Indusing '8 .
Bank

potential successors by June 30. The
board has proposed a three-year term
for the incoming CEO, one of the
sources said.Anand, currently deputy
managing director at Axis Bank, has
held senior positions at global and
domestic financial institutions.Shukla,

presently on sabbatical, was
group head at HDFC Bank
with over three decades of
industry experience. Saha,
meanwhile, serves as
managing director at Bajaj
Finance and has worked in
financial services for 25
years.“Rajiv Anand’s name
has been given as the first
priority by the board, given
his reputation and the
experience he brings to the
table,” one of the sources
said.
Indusind Bank, the RBI, and
Saha did not respond to requests for
comment. Anand and Shukla also did
not respond to messages seeking
comment.Shares of Induslnd Bank
were up 1% around 12:35 pm, but have
declined over 10% so far this year.

Government's favourite baby: Investment
banker on India's real estate hoom

New Delhi. [s India’s real estate market
in a bubble? Not even close, says
investment banker Sarthak Ahuja. In a
LinkedIn post, Ahuja argues that the
sector isn’t just growing, it’s

structurally protected and relentlessly

supported by policy. Why? Because
real estate, he says, is the Indian
government’s “favourite baby.”

“They will always keep making policy
for its growth compared to all other

children,” he wrote, using a metaphor &§

to highlight the long-standing tilt in

favour of the housing market over other ==

asset classes.At the heart of Ahuja’s
argument is taxation. No other
investment avenue, he says, enjoys the
kind of fiscal privileges that real estate
does. From a flat 30% standard
deduction on rental income—without
the need for proof or bills—to the
capital gains exemption that lets
investors reinvest profits from any

long-term asset into residential
property tax-free, the system is built to
reward real estate ownership. Even
housing loan repayments offer twin

e
A I}'

hARRRRRREEEEE
IRITREEEEE

Vi

1)
[}
1)
[}
1)
1)
1)
3
[}
I

45

T
! T

interest from taxable salary
income.“How many other expenses
can you reduce from your salary
income for taxability?”” Ahuja asked,
pointing out that this isn’t just a
loophole, it’s policy by design.

But his reasoning goes beyond tax.
India’s unique demographics, he

explains, also make a compelling case.
The average Indian household has
around five members, far higher than
the 2-3 seen in most developed
countries. As nuclearisation grows and
millions remain without homes, the
pressure to double housing stock Add
to this the sector’s economic
footprint—real estate is India’s second-
largest employer—and it becomes
clear why the government would
continually prioritise its growth.
“Given the skill level of the masses,
they will need to continue boosting the
sector to create more jobs,” he said.

Ahuja’s post is a rebuttal to the popular
belief that India’s property market is
overheated or on the verge of
correction. On the contrary, he believes
the real action is still ahead.“Anyone
who says India’s real estate is in a
bubble can’t see what the sector will do
in the next one decade,” he wrote.

years of GST: Top 5
achievements you
should know

New Delhi. It has been eight years since India
rolled out the Goods and Services Tax (GST), one
of the country’s biggest tax reforms. Back in July
2017, GST promised to bring ‘One Nation, One
Tax’ by merging various indirect taxes under one
umbrella. Today, it is part of our daily lives, from a
cup of tea to a car, almost everything we buy has
GST added to its bill.But what has GST really
achieved in these eight years? Let’s look at five
key highlights that show how far the system has
come.

‘ONENATION, ONE TAX’MADE REAL

Before GST, businesses dealt with multiple taxes
like VAT, service tax and excise duty, which often
made things complicated. With GST, these
different taxes were replaced by a single, uniform

8Years Of
DGST.

tax.This made doing business smoother and
easier for companies and shopkeepers alike.
Goods can now move freely across states without
long queues at checkposts.

ABOOSTTOFORMALECONOMY

GST helped bring more businesses into the tax net.
Small traders, start-ups and online sellers now
have to register under GST if they cross certain
turnover limits.This push towards formalisation
means more tax compliance and better
transparency in the system. Also, over the years,
the number of GST-registered businesses has
grown steadily.According to Karthik Mani,
Partner, Indirect Tax, BDO India, "Beyond any
doubts, implementation of GST in India is one of
the key taxation reforms that not only changed the
way business manage their taxes but also helped
business to adopt technology and improve
efficiencies. From multiple State level tax system
to a unified tax law, the GST law has grown from
~Rs.7.19 lakh crore in FY 2017-18 (for 9 months)
to Rs. 22.08 lakh crore in FY 2024-25, which
reflects the level of economic growth in the
country and growth in tax compliance."

STRONGER REVENUE COLLECTION

Since its launch, the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
has boosted India’s revenue growth and
broadened its taxpayer base.

Rural India holds steady as urban
consumption slows, finds Equirus Securities

New Delhi. India’s consumption story is

even as Ola faced sharp declines. In the

launches.

But Mumbai’s construction

estate launches that began in FY22 hasn’t

beginning to fracture along old lines
again. While urban markets cool off under
the weight of inflation, high ownership
costs, and erratic weather, signs of
resilience are starting to re-emerge in the
countryside.

Equirus Securities, in its latest round of
channel checks across sectors, reports a
patchy but telling picture of the current
demand environment. The mood remains
subdued overall, but analysts note an
undercurrent of recovery in rural pockets,
led by fast-moving consumer goods
(FMCQG), electric mobility and segments
of real estate.The report suggests that
short-term momentum in auto (excluding
electric two-wheelers), building materials
and consumer durables will likely stay
weak until the festive cycle kicks in
around late August. But within that broad
softness, some encouraging patterns have
begun to surface.

WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS
SECTORS?Electric two-wheelers are
holding ground. Registrations rose on a
year-on-year basis, with players like TVS,
Bajaj and Hero seeing growing traction,

FMCG space, rural demand has quietly
outpaced urban, especially across
essentials like staples, oral care and
beverages.Retailers are adapting to urban
fatigue with smaller SKUs and price

pipeline remains sluggish due to
regulatory headwinds. Even in markets
showing energy, the earlier frenzy around
redevelopment project bids is visibly

discounts, but that hasn’t masked the |

underlying caution.“Rural volume
growth has meaningfully outstripped
urban in recent months,” the Equirus note
states, adding that demand for summer-
linked products like juices and cooling
personal care was dented by unseasonal
rains.Consumer durables, especially air
conditioners and coolers, took a hit as
milder-than-expected temperatures and
erratic rainfall suppressed peak season
sales. After a strong showing in March,
volumes dropped by 10—15% in April and
up to 25% in May. The southern markets
were the most affected.

CAUTIOUS REVIVAL FOR REAL
ESTATE

In real estate, momentum is slowly
rebuilding. Pre-sales remained strong in
key markets like NCR, Bengaluru and
Pune, driven by recent big-ticket

easing.Leasing activity is seeing a steady
uptick across cities, though infrastructure
construction, especially contract awards,
remains muted. Where approvals arenow In QSRs and large appliances, the urban

falling into place, construction work has
started to pick up. Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM) projects continue to dominate the
bidding landscape.Still, the building

filtered into this segment yet.Ceramic
tiles, bathware, and wood panels are
seeing slower offtake, delayed both by
seasonal construction pauses and wider
volatility in retail demand. Labour
shortages, pollution-related construction
bans, and cost concerns continue to cloud
the outlook.A TALE OF TWO
ECONOMIESThe auto sector, often a
microcosm of the broader economy,
reflects this divergence. Two-wheeler
demand slowed after the wedding season,
though brands like TVS and Royal
Enfield continued to post better numbers.
Passenger vehicle sales are still soft,
dragged by rising ownership costs and a
lull in new launches.

consumer’s fatigue is becoming clearer.
March brought a brief spurt, with
consumer durables logging 25% growth
year-on-year, but that energy faded fast.

materials segment, which depends on Volumes in April and May have trended

final-stage demand from both new builds
and renovations, remains in the doldrums.
Spending is tight and recovery from real

sharply downward. It’s an early sign that
optimism around urban discretionary
spending may have been premature.
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Improper parking, no PUGG, riding without heimet
top 3 traffic offences in Delhi, shows data

Agency New Delhi.

With over four lakh challans issued till May
31, improper and obstructive parking is
the top offence going by the challans
issued by the Delhi Traffic Police (DTP)
this year. Plying wvehicles without a
pollution under control (PUC) certificate
and riding two-wheelers without helmets
also make the list of the top three traffic
violations in the Capital.

A total of 4,19,230 challans were issued
against obstructive parking, 3.73.197
against vehicles plying without PUC
certificate, and 2,59,123 against
helmetless riders on two-wheelers, as per
the official data till May 3 1. More than two
lakh challans were issued against drivers
not carrying a licence.

Dr S Velmurugan, Chief Scientist and Head,
Traffic Engineering and Safety Division,
Central Road Research Institute, opined,
“There are many ways to control such
offences... some require enforcement,
while some need basic sense among
people. For PUCC, refilling of fuel can be
denied, or the vehicle can be impounded.

Even Al-based solutions can be adopted to
find a possible solution.”

On improper parking as an offence, he said,
“The population of humans and the
number of vehicles are way beyond what
the city can accommodate, and it is next to

In public transport boost,
Noida to get 8 double-decker

e

impossible for policemen and even
technology to be omnipresent. The issue
of improper parking is more of a civic and
behavioural problem. The same is the
issue of riding without a helmet.
Considering that road accidents lead to

loss of lives, especially in a scenario

where people are riding without

helmets, it should be more of a

practice at an individual level than an

imposition,’ VcImurugdn said.

‘ He added that wearing the right quality

" of helmet is also another practice that
must be followed.

The Delhi Traffic Police takes several
measures on the ground to ensure that
rules are followed. Apart from on-
ground challans, notices are also
issued for violations caught on
cameras.Some of the offences like
driving without a licence, underage
driving, driving on the wrong side of
the road, improper parking are the
issues wherein the individual is well
aware of the violation... yet they are
doingit.

Parking on the roadside or improper parking
also adds to the traffic woes as a lane is
occupied, and if just one car is parked,
others follow. In some scenarios, due
diligence is a must,” said Ajay Chaudhary,
Special CP Traffic.

Delhi government seeks Rs 1K crore
for measures to clean up air

PWD Minister Verma along with Environment Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa, was inspecting

e-huses. Here are the details

the Nehru Park area as part of the government’s initiative to install air purifiers in the city.

Agency New Delhi.
In a boost to Noida’s public transport, the city is set to
receive eight double-decker electric buses, which will

Agency New Delhi.

Singh said.

The Delhi government has requested a The ministers visited Nehru Park to

Nehru Park has been identified as a
potential pilot site for the installation

run between Botanical Garden Metro Station and
Greater Noida West, said officials.

grant of Rs 1,000 crore from the Centre
to deploy new technology and

review the feasibility of creating a pilot
Clean Air Zone. The government is

of 150 advanced air purification
machines, subject to further analysis.

Despite facelift, many find

Arogya Mandirs as old wine

in new bottle

Agency New Delhi.

The newly launched Urban Ayushman Arogya

Mandirs (U-AAMs), transformed from existing
dispensaries operated by the government and
municipal bodies, are being projected as a
significant overhaul of the city’s primary
healthcare system. These centres promise a
wider range of services, including online
registration, advanced diagnostic facilities,
daycare admissions, regular yoga sessions, and
more.

“Infrastructure has drastically improved. There

was a lot of seepage earlier. CCTV cameras will
also be installed. DOT and malaria centres are
being upgraded too,” said a nurse at the Sewa
Nagar U-AAM.

Doctors reported that footfall has increased since

the transformation, indicating growing public
interest in the initiative. “We are seeing a
significant rise in patients coming to the facility
ever since it turned into a U-AAM. It may also be
due to the online registration facility. Patients
don’t have to stand in a queue for consultation.
It’s saving their time,” said Dr Nikhil Kumar,
medical officer at the Defence Colony U-AAM.
A medical officer at the Molarband centre said
that minor trauma care—previously
unavailable—is now functional across all U-
AAMs. “We have a dresser now. Minor accidents
canbe managed at the facility itself,” he said.

Dr Kumar added that the centres now offer daycare

admissions and oxygen support. “Patient
admission for oxygen support is available. We
have enough equipment like oxygen cylinders,
concentrators, and masks,” he further said.

Currently, 11 types of diagnostic tests—including

HIV, blood sugar, typhoid, and malaria—are
conducted at U-AAMs. For advanced
investigations, a private diagnostic firm has been
engaged, the officials said.Additionally, each

centre is preparing a dedicated space for
biweekly yoga sessions for patients. While the
upgraded infrastructure—with fresh paint, floor
tiling, and improved waiting areas—has
enhanced the appearance of these centres, many
long-time patients say the quality of care remains
largely unchanged.

‘We maintain parks well, can
oversee sweeping’: Gurgaon
RWAs seek speedy handover of
sanitation duties from civic body

Agency New Delhi.
Residents in Gurgaon have called for the municipal

implement measures to improve the  evaluating whether the installation of
Air Quality Index (AQI) of the
national capital, PWD Minister
Parvesh Sahib Singh said on
Sunday.

Verma, along with Environment
Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
was inspecting the Nehru Park
area as part of the government’s
initiative to install air purifiers
in the city.

“Since we have formed the
government, our cabinet
minister Singh Sirsa and his
department have taken several
steps in lowering pollution and AQI in
Delhi. We will identify spots in Delhi

“We are conducting a study. The
technology has shown promise
in limited applications, and we
aim to determine whether it can
work across larger green
zones, such as Nehru Park. We
aim to ask people if the
technology fit to work or not in
their feedback,” said Sirsa.
“This is part of a proactive
approach — testing innovation
before scale, and only where it
truly benefits people.” Each
proposed purifier is over 9 feet
tall and uses advanced
filtration technology to capture
harmful PM2.5 particles. If

Of the eight buses, four will operate between Botanical
Garden and Pari Chowk. while the remaining four will
run deeper into Greater Noida West. Officials said the
routes and stops for these buses are still under
consideration. An announcement in this regard is
expected soon. The authorities are expected to launch a
trial run around mid-July.

Earlier, the plan was to transport the buses to Noida by
road. However, due to the lack of charging facilities
along the route, the Uttar Pradesh Transport
Corporation has now decided to bring them by rail
instead. “The buses are expected to arrive by mid-July,”
Manoj Kumar, Regional Manager, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, told the media.

Surveys are being conducted to finalise the routes for the
four buses that will serve Greater Noida West.

outdoor air purifiers across public
parks can create micro-climates of

Authorities are taking into account infrastructure
constraints such as underpasses and foot overbridges to
ensure the buses can move safely and without
obstruction. Officials also said the buses would run on
service lanes to avoid congestion on main roads and
reduce the chances of flyover-related accidents.

At present, a large number of private buses operate
between Botanical Garden and Pari Chowk.
Commuters have raised repeated complaints about high
fares, lack of designated stops, and frequent
overcrowding. “These double-decker buses are
expected to provide a safer and more reliable option,”
Kumar said. The fare structure for the new service will
be announced soon. The transport department is also
working on a monthly pass system for regular
passengers to make daily travel more convenient. The
buses are likely to operate till 10 pm each day, even as
this schedule may be revised based on ridership patterns
once the service is started, officials said.

Fuel ban policy
faces key hurdles

Agency New Delhi.

In a bold move to combat pollution, the government is set
to launch an unprecedented solution: a complete fuel
ban on end-of-life vehicles (ELVs). The initiative, the
first-of-its-kind in the country, aims to curb the
emissions from vehicles that are believed to be the most
polluting. Backed by cutting-edge technology,
including Automatic Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) cameras, the new system will automatically
detect and block fuel access for these vehicles at petrol
pumps, preventing them from refuelling at petrol
stations, effectively taking them off city roads.

But with just one day left before the highly anticipated
rollout, all is not smooth sailing. A visit at over a dozen
petrol stations revealed a troubling lack of preparation.

There's confusion among petrol pump staff, many of

whom are still unaware of how the new system works,
and missing standard operating procedures (SOPs).
Adding to the chaos is an absence of coordination
between the gas stations and the implementing agencies
responsible for enforcing the order. which raises
concerns about how effectively the ambitious plan will
take off. As the countdown begins, the question
remains: can this unprecedented solution deliver on its
promise or will it stumble at the starting line?

What’s behind fuel ban system

Despite previous attempts at curbing pollution through
odd-even schemes, BS-VI fuel adoption, and EV
incentives, older internal combustion engine vehicles
remain a major hurdle. Majority of the ELVs are
operating on below BS VI emission standards or even
lowerto BS [Iland BS 1.

Vehicles particularly those operating below BS-VI
emission standards, have significantly higher emission
potential. BS 1V vehicles have 5.5 times higher PM
emissions than the BS VI vehicles. The new rule,
announced by the Delhi Transport

Department under directives from the Commission for
Air Quality Management (CAQM), defines end-of-life
vehicles (ELVs) as those diesel vehicles that are more
than 10 years old and petrol vehicles older than 15 years.

The policy draws on a 2015 order of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) banning such overaged vehicles from
the capital’s roads, which was later upheld by the
Supreme Courtin2018.

and come forward with our best
technology. We have requested a
funding of Rs 1000 crore from the
central government for this,”Sahib

significantly cleaner air, particularly
during days with increased AQI levels.
This is part of a larger exploratory study
that could lead to Delhi’s first Clean
Air Zone if found viable. The 85-acre

implemented in the future, these could
cover a 400-600 square meter radius
and offer year-round relief to walkers,
joggers, and children using the park.

Two years on, Jamia’s medical
college still a distant dream

Agency New Delhi.

In 2023,
Jamia Millia Islamia, Najma Akhtar,
made a major announcement that
sparked hope and excitement within
the university and among medical
aspirants: the launch of a full-
fledged medical college, with
admissions expected to begin as
carly as 2024,

Nearly two years later, the promise
remains unfulfilled, with no &8
visible signs of construction or
official updates on the project.

The ambitious plan, aimed at
bringing Jamia on par with other
central universities housing
medical institutions, was touted as
a step forward in expanding access to
quality medical education. However,
as of mid-2025, there is little to
sugegest that any

groundwork—figuratively or

the then Vice Chancellor of “No construction

literally—has been laid.
has started. No

announcements, no tenders, no official
circulars. We don’t even know if the
plan is alive anymore,” said a senior
faculty member on condition of

anonymity. Najma Akhtar had
proposed setting up the medical
college within the campus as an eight-
storey building, previously referred to
as the ‘Health Sciences Building.’

Before her retirement, she announced
that the work was in progress.

She also revealed that the university had
reserved five acres of land near Jasola
for a 150-bedded hospital. The
medical college and the hospital could

be at different locations, and ideally,
the hospital should be away from the
university premises due to hygiene
concerns. The former Vice Chancellor
had intended to have the project
framework ready before leaving
office.

Attempts to reach current Vice
Chancellor Mazhar Asif for
comments went unanswered.
Meanwhile, students and staff have
grown increasingly skeptical. Setting
up a medical college in India requires
approval from the National Medical
Commission (NMC), along with
infrastructure, faculty appointments,
and substantial funding.

corporation to promptly transfer sanitation duties
to Residents’ Welfare Associations (RWAs) amid
a rising garbage menace in the area. Despite a
proposed agreement for RWAs to take over these
responsibilities, no formal policy has been
established, they said.

In a meeting on May 18, more than 60 RWAs in

Gurgaon resolved to take over sanitation duties
from the municipal corporation. The decision
received in-principle approval from the previous
municipal commissioner Ashok Garg, but the
handover of sanitation duties has not commenced
formally. A corporation official also confirmed
that no policy in this regard has been finalised
and notified yet, despite the civic body having
accepted the handover of sanitation duties to
RWAS.

Residents alleged that current policies do not

adequately address the garbage issues. leading
residents to hire additional labour at their own
expense. The existing policy only deals with the
operation and maintenance of sanitation in
sectors without specifying the number of
labourers needed to be posted, said residents.

“For two years now, residents have been crying

about this, but nothing has happened. We sent a
representation, but the commissioner said there
is no policy. When we have been maintaining
parks, which are under the horticulture
department, we can oversee sweeping, too, rather
than let the situation slide further,” said Kusum
Sharma, a Suncity RWA member. Sharma added
that the civic officials in power appear not to be
concerned about the sanitation issue.

Nearly 1/4th of MCD drains in Delhi
are yet to be desilted: Report

Desilting is an ongoing process, said officials — it started on January 1 and is being carried out in a

phased manner. The target is set for the entire year, as per the report

Agency New Delhi.

parts: drains with a depth or width of less

The Southwest monsoon has reached the
Capital, and 77.5% of drains have been
desilted across the city, as per the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi’s status
report. A total 0f 2,29,018 metric tonnes of
silt has been removed from the drains that
come under the civic body’s jurisdiction in
12 zones till June 23, the report
underlined.

The report was issued by the civic body after
questions were raised on monsoon
preparedness at the first meeting of the
Standing Committee on June 27.

At 59%, Karol Bagh was at the bottom of the
list of 12 =zones achieving the total
desilting target. In some areas, such as
Central Zone and Keshav Puram, the total
silt removed exceeded the estimated
tonnes of silt.

Desilting is an ongoing process, said
officials — it started on January 1 and is

being carried out in a phased manner. The
target is set for the entire year, as per the
report. The civic body said a Rs 36 crore The report has been segregated into two

budget has been allocated for 2025-2026
fordrain cleaning.

than 4 feet, and more than 4 feet. As per
an overview of the data, the civic body
has desilted small drains in large
numbers, but deeper and larger drains
remain to be cleared.

While Najafgarh, the longest running
drain in Delhi, achieved 110% of the
desilting target, only 67% of the drains
of height or width of 4 feet and above
have been desilted in the area.

For North Shahdara Zone, the MCD
cleared 100 of % silt from small drains
(less than 4-ft deep). but only 60% of the
targeted silt had been removed from
biggerdrains.

Likewise, for the South Zone, only 63% of
silt from the 45 km stretch of deeper
drains has been removed before the
monsoon. For the West Zone, while 86%

of the small drains are cleared, only 67%

of the targeted silt from deeper drains has

been cleared, as per the report.
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Canada rescinds tax on US
tech firms in hopes of
Trump trade deal

OTTAWA. Canada will rescind taxes impacting US
tech firms that had prompted President Donald
Trump to retaliate by calling off trade talks, Ottawa
said Sunday, adding that negotiations with
Washington would resume.The digital services tax,
enacted last year, would have seen US service
providers such as Alphabet and Amazon on the hook
for a multi-billion-dollar payment in Canada by
Monday, analysts have said.Washington has
previously requested dispute settlement talks over
the tax -- but on Friday Trump, who has weaponized
US financial power in the form of tariffs, said he was
ending trade talks with Ottawa in retaliation for the
levy. He also warned that Canada would learn its new
tariff rate within the week.But on Sunday, Ottawa
binned the tax, which had been forecast to bring in
Can$5.9 billion (US$4.2 billion) over five years.

Finance Minister Francois-Philippe Champagne
"announced today that Canada would rescind the
Digital Services Tax (DST) in anticipation of a
mutually beneficial comprehensive trade
arrangement with the United States," a government
statement said.It added that Trump and Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney "have agreed that
parties will resume negotiations with a view towards
agreeing on a deal by July 21, 2025." There was no
immediate comment from the White House or Trump.

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent told CNBC on
Friday that Washington had hoped Carney's
government would halt the tax "as a sign of
goodwill."Canada has been spared some of the
sweeping duties Trump has imposed on other
countries, but it faces a separate tariff regime.

Since returning to the White House in January, Trump
has also imposed steep levies on imports of steel,
aluminum and autos.Canada is the largest supplier of
foreign steel and aluminum to the United States.

Debate is underway in the
Senate on Trump's big bill. It
may go all night

WASHINGTON: Debate is underway in the Senate for
an all-night session Sunday, with Republicans
wrestling President Donald Trump's big bill of tax
breaks and spending cuts over mounting Democratic
opposition — and even some brake-pumping over the
budget slashing by the president himself.

The outcome from the weekend of work in the Senate
remains uncertain and highly volatile. GOP leaders
are rushing to meet Trump's Fourth of July deadline to
pass the package, but they barely secured enough
support to muscle it past a procedural hurdle in a tense
scene the day before. A handful of Republican
holdouts revolted, and it took phone calls from Trump
and a visit from GOP Sen. Thom Tillis of North
Carolina announced Sunday he would not seek
reelection after Trump badgered him for saying he
could not vote for the bill with its steep Medicaid cuts.
A new analysis from the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office found that 11.8 million more
Americans would become uninsured by 2034 if the
bill became law. It also said the package would
increase the deficit by nearly $3.3 trillion over the
decade.But other Senate Republicans, along with
conservatives in the House, are pushing for steeper
cuts, particularly to health care, drawing their own
unexpected warning from Trump."Don't go too
crazy!" the president posted on social media.
"REMEMBER, youstill have to get reelected."

All told, the Senate bill includes some $4 trillion in tax
cuts, making permanent Trump's 2017 rates, which
would expire at the end of the year if Congress fails to
act, while adding the new ones he campaigned on,
including no taxes on tips.

Canada To Bring New
Permanent Residency Route:
What We Know So Far

Ottawa.In a move to strengthen its economic
immigration framework, Canada is planning to
launch a new permanent pathway to residency in
2025, building on the success of the existing
Economic Mobility Pathways Pilot (EMPP). The
program aims to offer a stable route to skilled
refugees and displaced individuals to live and work in
the country, according to a report by CIC News.The
announcement about the launch of the new program
was part of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada's (IRCC) annual plan for 2025-2026. The
Mark Carney government has said the new program
will be launched before the EMPP expires on
December 31, 2025, but has not announced the
program structure or the eligibility criteria.The
EMPP was launched in 2018, and to date, nearly 970
individuals have settled in Canada under this
initiative, according to official data as of March 2025.

Other Initiatives Under IRCC's 2015-26 Program

IRCC said Canada is also planning to create a new
foreign labour stream and a type of work permit for
the agriculture and fish processing sector.In a good
move for students, including Indians, seeking to
study in Canada, IRCC is planning to establish a
framework for updating the field of study
requirements for post-graduation work permits
(PGWPs).Canada also wants to change the eligibility
requirements for spousal open work permits
(SOWPs) issued to spouses of foreign workers and
international students. The details regarding the new
requirements are not known yet.The IRCC also
reaffirmed its commitment to prioritise permanent
residency for healthcare workers, trades workers,
education workers, and French speakers under
Express Entry's category-based selection.

Priority will also be given to temporary residents
already in Canada for PR admissions, with an aim of
at least 40 per cent of PR admissions coming from
temporary residents (TRs) already in Canada.

Canada also plans to speed up the processing of family
sponsorship applications for family members living
outside Canada.
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Key moments from the closing arguments at
Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs’ sex trafficking trial

Two prosecutors insisted that he
had coerced, threatened and
sometimes viciously forced two
ex-girlfriends to have sex with
male sex workers to satisfy his
sexual urges. They cited multiple
acts of violence he carried out
against them as proof that they

had no say.

NEW YORK. A jury will begin deliberations
on Monday over the fate of Sean “Diddy”
Combs after hearing wildly differing views
from prosecutors and a defense lawyer over
whether he engaged in sex trafficking for
two decades.Two prosecutors insisted that
he had coerced, threatened and sometimes
viciously forced two ex-girlfriends to have
sex with male sex workers to satisfy his

sexual urges. They cited multiple acts of
violence he carried out against them as
proof'that they had no say.A defense lawyer
then mocked the government’s closing
argument and warned that prosecutors were
employing a novel approach to sex crimes
that risked turning the swinger lifestyle that
Combs and his girlfriends enjoyed into

potential crimes for all Americans.Combs,

55, the founder of Bad Boy Entertainment,

has pleaded not guilty to sex trafficking '

and racketeering conspiracy charges in
the trial, which continues Monday when

the judge will read instructions on the law |

to jurors before they begin
deliberations.Here are key moments from
closing arguments on Thursday and
Friday:Prosecutors showed they weren’t
withdrawing claims against
CombsProsecutors triggered headlines
last week that they had backed off or
eliminated claims of arson and
kidnapping against Combs when they said
they were removing instructions on the law
regarding them to be given jurors on
Monday in response to the judge’s request
to streamline the case for the jury.“The
Government is no longer planning to

proceed on these theories of liability so
instructions are no longer necessary,”
prosecutors wrote in a letter to the
judge.But when Assistant US Attorney
Christy Slavik launched closings on
Thursday, she gave the allegations of arson
and kidnapping a starring role in her first

sentences, naming them before any others.
“Over the last several weeks, you’ve learned
alotabout Sean Combs. He’s the leader of a
criminal enterprise. He doesn’t take no for
an answer. And now you know about many
crimes the defendant committed with

members of his enterprise: Kidnapping of

one of the defendant’s employees; arson by

trying to blow up a car; forced labor,
including of an employee the defendant

repeatedly sexually assaulted; bribery of a

security officer to keep damning evidence

against the defendant buried; and of course,
the brutal crimes at the heart of this case
— sex trafficking,” she said.The arson
claim stemmed from evidence that
Slavik said showed Combs was behind
the firebombing of rapper Kid Cudi’s
Porsche in 2012. The kidnapping
allegation also related to Cudi. Slavik
said Combs kidnapped one of his
employees to join him when he broke
into Cudi’s home after learning the
rapper was dating his girlfriend.

A defense lawyer strikes back, belittling
government’s caseAttorney Marc
Agnifilo in an at-times folksy
presentation spared few theatrics in

mocking the government’s case against

Combs as overreach, saying hundreds of

agents poured into Combs’ residences in

Miami and Los Angeles to seize hundreds

of bottles of baby oil and Astroglide

lubricant.

Lone shooter who killed three first responders found
dead after ambush on U ﬁreﬁghters in ldaho

world. US authorities said late Sunday
that one shooter was found dead and is
believed to have acted alone, after
firefighters were ambushed while =
tackling a blaze in the northwestern
state of Idaho.

"Based on preliminary information, we
believe that was the only shooter," |

Kootenai County Sheriff Robert &

Norris told a news conference, adding,
"there is no threat to the community at
this time."Firefighters were ambushed
by sniper fire while responding to a
blaze in a northern Idaho mountain
community Sunday.Authorities said
that the man armed with a rifle started
the wildfire and then began shooting at
first responders. Three firefighters
were killed during a barrage of gunfire
over several hours in an attack the
goveror called a "heinous" assault.

The three victims were brought to
Kootenai Health, said hospital
spokesperson Kim Anderson.Two
were dead on arrival and the third was

(0)
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being treated for injuries, Anderson
said. The wounded firefighter was
“fighting for his life” after surgery and
was in stable condition, Norris said.A
shelter-in-place order was lifted
Sunday night after a tactical response
team used cell phone data to “hone in”
on a wooded area where they found the
suspect's body with a firearm nearby as
flames rapidly approached, Kootenai
County Sheriff Bob Norris said.

fficials did not release his name, nor
did they say what kind of gun was

found.“We do believe that the
suspect started the fire, and we
do believe that it was an ambush
and it was intentional,” Norris
said at a Sunday night news
conference. “These firefighters
did not have a chance.”Three
victims were brought to
Kootenai Health, said hospital
spokesperson Kim Anderson.
Two were dead on arrival and
the third was being treated for
injuries, Anderson said. The wounded
firefighter was “fighting for his life”
after surgery and was in stable
condition, Norris said.Sheriff's
officials said crews responded to a fire
at Canfield Mountain just north of
Coeur d’Alene around 1:30 p.m., and
gunshots were reported about a half
hour later.

The scene was sheer pandemonium as

the brush fire burned and firefighters
rushed to the scene only to come under
heavy fire.

A week into the fragile Israel-Iran peace
agreement, here's what we sfill don't know

The fragile peace, brokered hy
the U.S. the day after it dropped
30,000-pound "bunker-busting"
hombs on three of Iran's key
nuclear sites, is holding. But
much remains unsettled.

DUBAL It's been a week since the
United States pressed Israel and Iran
into a truce, ending a bloody, 12-day
conflict that had set the Middle East
and globe on edge.The fragile peace,
brokered by the U.S. the day after it
dropped 30,000-pound "bunker-
busting" bombs on three of Iran's key
nuclear sites, is holding. But much
remains unsettled.How badly Iran’s
nuclear program was set back remains
murky. The prospects of renewed U.S.-
Iran peace talks are up in the air. And
whether U.S. President Donald Trump
can leverage the moment to get Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 's

government and Hamas focused on a
ceasefire and hostage deal that brings
about an end to the 20-month war in
Gazaremains an open question.

Hereisalook at what we still don't know:
How far Iran's nuclear program has been

set backTrump says three targets hit by
American strikes were “obliterated.”
His defense secretary said they were
“destroyed.” A preliminary report
issued by the U.S. Defense Intelligence
Agency, meanwhile, said the strikes
did significant damage to the Fordo,
Natanz and Isfahan sites, but did not

totally destroy the
facilities.Rafael Grossi,
head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency,
said on CBS’ “Face the
Nation” on Sunday that
the three Iranian sites
with “capabilities in
terms of treatment,
conversion and
enrichment of uranium
have been destroyed to
an important degree

But, he added, “some is
and that because
“if they so wish,

o
"4

still standing”
capabilities remain,
they will be able to start doing this

again.” He said assessing the full
damage comes down to Iran allowing
inspectors access. What future US-Iran
relations might look like

After the ceasefire deal came together,

Trump spoke of potentially easing
decades of biting sanctions on Tehran
and predicted that Iran could become a
“great trading nation” if it pulled back
once-and-for-all from its nuclear
program. talks.

China resumes some
Japanese seafood
imports after
Fukushima ban

BEIJING. China has lifted a ban on seafood imports from

most regions of Japan, partially mending a years-long
dispute over Tokyo's handling of nuclear wastewater.

China and Japan are key trading partners, but increased

friction over territorial rivalries and military spending
has frayed ties in recent years.

Japan's brutal occupation of parts of China before and

during World War II remains a sore point, with Beijing
accusing Tokyo of failing to atone for its past.

Japan began gradually releasing treated wastewater from

the stricken Fukushima nuclear plant into the Pacific
Ocean in 2023.The move was backed by the
International Atomic Energy Agency and the plant
operator TEPCO says all radioactive elements have
been filtered out except for tritium, levels of which are
within safe limits.But it drew sharp criticism from
Beijing, which banned imports of Japanese seafood as
aresult. Russia later followed suit.Samples from long-
term monitoring of nuclear-contaminated water from

Fukushima had "not shown abnormalities", China's
General Administration of Customs said in a statement
Sunday.As a result, China "decided to conditionally
resume" seafood imports from Japan, with the
exception of imports from 10 of the country's 47
prefectures, including Fukushima and Tokyo, which
remain banned.The Japanese government received the
decision "positively", Kazuhiko Aoki, deputy chief
cabinet secretary, told reporters in Tokyo.

But Japan "will strongly demand the Chinese side lift

remaining import regulations on seafood from 10
prefectures”, he added.Japanese Agriculture Minister
Shinjiro Koizumi also called China's move "a major
milestone".In 2011, a huge earthquake triggered a
deadly tsunami that swamped the Fukushima nuclear
facility and pushed three of its six reactors into
meltdown.China vociferously opposed the release of
the treated wastewater, casting it as environmentally
irresponsible. But in September last year it said it
would "gradually resume" importing the seafood.

Production companies that had suspended trade must

reapply for registration in China and would be
"strictly" supervised, Beijing's customs administration
said Sunday.

Ukrainian woman beat cancer, bu’r her fight
to free captive husbund isn't over

KYIV. "You have no moral right to die."
That's what Olha Kurtmalaieva told herself
as she lay in intensive care, her body
shutting down after emergency
chemotherapy. Her cancer had progressed
to Stage 4, meaning it had spread to other
parts of her body and was now incurable.
The pain was unbearable. The doctors
weren't sure she'd make it through the
night.She was facing death alone in the
Ukrainian capital, while her soldier
husband was in Russian captivity in the
more than three-year war."If I die now, who
will bring him back?" Olha thought to
herself. "He has no one else in Ukraine."

Against the odds, she learned she was in
remission last year. But even after multiple
prisoner exchanges, including one that
freed over 1,000 people, her husband, a
Ukrainian marine, remains a captive.

She hasn't given up. At nearly every
exchange, she's there waiting, one of
hundreds of Ukrainian women still trying
to bring home their husbands, sons and

brothers."He's everywhere in my life,"
Olha said."His (photo) is on my phone
screen, in my wallet, on the kitchen wall, in
every room."

Day and night, questions circled in her mind:
"What can I do to speed this up? What did
do today to bring him home?"Life before
Russia's full-scale invasionOlha was just
21 when she learned she had cancer. It was
Hodgkin's lymphoma, Stage 2. The
tumours were growing but were still
treatable."At that age, you're thinking:
cancer? Why me? How? What did I do?"
she recalled. Her husband, Ruslan
Kurtmalaiev, promised to stay by her side
through every round of chemotherapy.

When they met, in 2015, he was 21 and she
was just 15. ?It wasn't love at first sight,?
she said with a wide smile, eyes sparkling.

Their attraction blossomed gradually that
summer in Berdiansk, in what is now the
Russian-occupied zone in the southern
Zaporizhzhia region. Three years later, as
soon as she turned 18, they wed.

When they first met, it was not long after
Russia illegally seized Crimea, Ruslan's
homeland, in 2014, and also invaded
eastern Ukraine. Ruslan, a professional
soldier, had already served on the front line.

From the beginning, Olha understood that
life as a military wife meant constant
sacrifice ? long separations, missed
milestones, and the uncertainty of war. But
she never imagined that one day she would
be waiting for he husband to return from
captivity. When she describes Ruslan, tears

well up in her eyes. "He's kind, he has a
heightened sense of justice,’ " she said."For
him, it was a matter of principle to return
home and bring our Crimea home," she
said, a loss she fully comprehended only
after Russia's full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in Febrary 2022.

"Only when I lost my home did I fully
understand him."Facing cancer and hair
lossOlha managed to complete only two
sessions of chemo before the full-scale
invasion. When her long hair began to fall
out, she shaved her head. When she sent

Ruslan a photo, he didn't hesitate: "God,

you're so beautiful," he told her.

Later, he made a confession.

"He told me, "Yeah, I saw your hair falling out
in the mornings. I gathered it all from your
pillow before you woke up ? so you
wouldn't get upset."At the time, she
believed that losing her hair was the worst
thing that could happen to her. But soon
after, she discovered what real tragedy
meant.
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Who is Ayush Shetty? India's

6ft 4in-tall badminton hope
wins US Open 2025

New Delhi. A39-shotrally in the semi-final of
the US Open, a Super 300 tournament, spoke
volumes about Ayush Shetty’s hunger to
excel on the big stage against established
names. Across the net stood top seed and
World No. 6 Chou Tien Chen, one of the
most experienced players on the circuit.
Ayush showcased his powerful jump
smashes, and his improved ability to retrieve
from the front court was evident
throughout.In the third game, the 20-year-
old played an excellent drop from the back
court, but Chou lunged forward to retrieve it.
As Ayush advanced to the net, he attempted a
cross-court jab, hoping to catch Chou off
balance. However, Chou, with his lightning
reflexes, played a passing shot that nearly
clinched him the point. But Ayush wasn’t
ready to give up. Diving backwards from the
front court, he somehow managed to return
the shot and eventually secured a sensational
point.Ayush has been making waves at the
highest level over the past couple of years,
but the US Open has truly helped him grab
headlines. After a hard-fought three-game
win over Chou in the semi-final, Ayush
clinched his first major title of 2025,
defeating Canada’s Brian Yang in the final
on Sunday. In doing so, he became the first

Indian to win a title on the senior tour this
year—signalling a bright future ahead.He
became the toast of the crowd in Iowa,
where strong Indian support cheered him
throughout the week.It means a lot—it’s my
first title on the senior circuit,” Shetty said.
“So I'm really happy. There are a lot of
positives to take away. I played some
excellent badminton here, and I’'m looking
forward to the Canada Open next week.”

On social media, his tall frame has already
drawn comparisons with Olympic champion
Viktor Axelsen.For the 20-year-old from
Mangalore, 2025 has been a breakthrough
year. Earlier this season, Shetty reached the
semi-finals of the Orleans Masters Super
300, defeating former world champion Loh
Kean Yew and Rasmus Gemke along the
way. In May, he beat senior compatriot
Kidambi Srikanth to reach the semi-finals of
the Taipei Open.

US gets past Costa Rica in
Gold Cup quarterfinals on
penalty kicks

MINNEAPOLIS. Damion Downs scored in
the sixth round of a shootout after three
saves by Matt Freese, sending the U.S. to the
semifinals of the CONCACAF Gold Cup
with a4-3 penalty-kicks win over Costa Rica
aftera 2-2 tie on Sunday night.

The U.S. advanced to a Wednesday matchup
in St. Louis against Guatemala, which upset
Canada on penalty kicks in the opener of the
quarterfinal doubleheader."They showed
today great character," U.S. coach Mauricio
Pochettino said.Freese batted away shootout
attempts by Juan Pablo Vargas, Francisco
Calvo and Andy Rojas.

"Penalties are my thing," Freese said. "On the
plane ride over here to Minnesota I was
studying the penalties and I've been studying
them all week."Mexico plays Honduras in
the other semifinal on Wednesday in Santa
Clara, California. The championship is in
Houston on July 6.The U.S. has reached the
semifinals in 17 of 18 Gold Cups, including
13 straight since a penalty-kicks loss to

Colombia ina 2000 quarterfinal.

Diego Luna and Max Arfsten scored in
regulation for the No. 16 U.S., which faced
its highest-ranked opponent of the
tournament in Costa Rica (54th) after
breezing through the group stage with an §-1
goal differential. Alonso Martinez scored the
tying goal for the Ticos in the 71st minute
with a left-footed shot after Carlos Mora
split Luca de La Torre and Arsten to take a
shot on Freese and seize the rebound to set
up Martinez.CONCACAF changed the
rules for this edition of the biennial
championship for North America, Central
America and the Caribbean, eliminating
extra time except for the championship
game.John Tolkin had the first chance to win
the shootout for the U.S. Keylor Navas
knocked down his try in the fifth
round.Freese then denied Rojas with a
diving hand, climbing to his feet while
nodding his head and sticking out his tongue
toward his cheering teammates at midfield.
That set up the winner by the 20-year-old

ENG vs IND: Can India make a comeback in
Birminghamn Here's what history suggests

«India have never won a Test
match in Birmingham

«India lost the opening Test in
Leeds by 5 wickets

«India won a Test series vs

England last year after going
0-1 down

New Delhi. India will be looking to bounce
back when they take on England in the
second Test, starting July 2 at Edgbaston in
Birmingham. Despite having the hosts on the
ropes for most of the series opener at
Headingley in Leeds, India failed to seize the
decisive moments on Day 5, ultimately
losing by five wickets as England chased
down a daunting target of 371.With the series
now tilted in England’s favour, the pressure

is on the visitors to stage a strong comeback
and keep alive their hopes of winning a Test
series on English soil for the first time since
2007.Can India turn things around at

Edgbaston? Will they find inspiration from
their comeback at home last year, when they
bounced back after losing the Hyderabad
Test by 28 runs?Here’s what history has to

RCB head coach joins Southern
Brave for Hundred Women's 2025

w-Luke Williams has joined Southern
Brave as their head coach

wWilliams coached RCB to their maiden
WPL title in 2024

« Williams also helped Adelaide Strikes
win the WBBL two times

New Delhi. Luke Williams has been
appointed head coach of Southern Brave for
the 2025 edition of The Hundred Women’s
competition. He takes over from the
legendary Charlotte Edwards, who recently
assumed the role of head coach of the
England women’s team, replacing Jon
Lewis.Williams had served as Edwards’
assistant at Southern Brave since the
inaugural season of the Women’s Hundred.
Under their leadership, the Brave finished
as runners-up in 2021 and 2022, before
clinching the title in 2023.Williams also
enjoyed success in the Women’s Premier
League (WPL), guiding Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) to the title in 2024. He has
been RCB’s head coach since replacing Ben
Sawyer in 2023."It's a privilege to take

charge of Southern Brave this year from
Charlotte Edwards,” Williams was quoted as
saying in a statement.“‘Having worked with
the team since for a number of years, we
have an excellent group of players and staff
and recruited well in the draft earlier this
year, so hopefully we can get back to Finals
Day and lift the trophy this summer,”
Williams added.He also enjoyed a
successful stint in the Women’s Big Bash
League (WBBL), guiding the Adelaide

Strikers to back-to-back championships in
2022 and 2023.In addition to Williams'
appointment, the Brave have brought in
former England men’s batter Marcus
Trescothick as their new batting coach. He
replaces Jimmy Connors, who will be
coaching Hampshire in the Men’s One-Day
Cup this August.The Brave had a torrid time
last season as they finished at the bottom of
the points table with three points after wins
in one out of eight matches.

Pukls’run appoint former all-rounder
as uc’nng couch‘ for Test team

New Delhi. The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) has named Azhar Mahmood as
the acting head coach of the men’s red-
ball team, effective Monday, June 30.
He replaces Aaqib Javed, who had
stepped in after Jason Gillespie
resigned in April 2024 - just eight
months into his stint. Mahmood’s first
assignment is expected to be the two-
match Test series against South Africa
at home, scheduled for October later
this year.A seasoned cricketing mind,
Azhar Mahmood steps into the role with an
impressive portfolio of experience. Having
served as the assistant head coach of the
national side, Azhar has long been a pivotal
part of the team’s strategic core. His deep
knowledge of the game, combined with
hands-on international exposure and proven
success in the English county circuit, make
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him exceptionally well-suited for this
position,” the PCB wrote in a
statement.Mahmood brings a wealth of
coaching experience to the role. He
previously served as Pakistan’s bowling
coach from 2016 to 2019. In 2023, he took
charge as head coach during the T20I series
against New Zealand. On the domestic
front, Mahmood has worked as bowling

coach for both the Karachi Kings and

Multan Sultans in the Pakistan Super

League (PSL), and also served as head

coach of Islamabad United.“His red-

ball pedigree is underscored by two

County Championship titles - an

achievement that speaks volumes

about his leadership, tactical acumen

and unwavering commitment to

excellence. The PCB is confident that

under Azhar’s guidance, the red-ball

squad will continue to grow in
strength, discipline and performance on the
global stage,” the PCB added.

Pakistan failed to qualify for the finals in both
editions of the World Test Championship. In
the ongoing 2023-25 cycle, they currently
sit at the bottom of the standings, having
suffered a shock home defeat to
Bangladesh.

say.India’s record in Birmingham is far
from encouraging. Since 1967, they have
played eight Tests at Edgbaston and lost
seven. Their only draw came in 1986,
during a historic series win under Kapil
Dev’s captaincy.In that match, India
were chasing 236 but found themselves
in deep trouble at 105 for five. A gritty,
unbeaten 69-run stand between
Mohammad Azharuddin and Kiran
More rescued the visitors and ensured a
draw.More recently, in 2022, India had a
golden opportunity to break their
Birmingham jinx. After setting England
a target of 378, they looked well-placed.
But Joe Root and Jonny Bairstow
stitched together a massive 269-run
partnership to guide the hosts to arecord-
breaking chase.As India prepare to take
the field in Birmingham once again, they
will be eager to bury the ghosts of the
Leeds defeat. A comeback is the need of
the hour - but history suggests it won’t be
easy.If India falter in Birmingham, salvaging
the series - let alone winning it - will become
anuphill task.

From Bublik to Medvedev: 5 men
who can spring a surprise in

Wimbledon 2025

2025 has been the year for the bottlers. From
RCB winning the IPL to Tottenham winning
the Europa League and PSG winning their first
Champions League title and more, many first-
timers got their hands on a major title, and the
upcoming edition of Wimbledon could see an
unexpected individual laying their hands on
the prestigious title.The men’s singles
competition is very likely going to produce
some iconic battles, play out storylines that
could be remembered for ages and so forth. As
always, the spotlight will always be on the top
draws like Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner,
who are at present the best players in the world,
alongside an ageing Novak Djokovic, who is
eyeing thatrecord-levelling eighth title.But the
question remains if one of these stars can break
the deadlock and beat the top stars to be
crowned champions in one of tennis’s iconic
tournaments. Let us look at the top five
contenders that could spring a surprise in the
men’s singles competition:

JACKDRAPER

The fourth-seed and British talent seems to be
finding his best form in recent times. He made
it to the semi-finals of the recently concluded
Queen's Club tournament in London, showing

that he can be a nuisance to play against on
grass.Despite being the fourth seed, it would
be very interesting to see if the British number
one can go far in the tournament. If he can
make it to the knockout stages, he is surely
going to fancy his chances of putting up a good
fight and hopefully see himself through.The
draw has been fairly kind to start things off, but
he could be up against Alexander Bublik in the
third round, which could be his first big test
before the round of 16 stages.

JIRTLEHECKA

The 23-year-old from the Czech Republic had a
very positive showing at the Queen's Club,
where he took down some fairly big names like
Jack Draper, Alex de Minaur and Gabriel
Diallo. While he may have fallen short in the
final, he did give a good fight to Carlos
Alcaraz. He won five games in the first set and
took the game to the third by winning the
second set as well. Considering his recent
form, it would come as no surprise if he can put
up a strong showing at Wimbledon.

Armed with English wisdom, Kuldeep Yadav
makes bold promise ahead of Test comeback

«Kuldeep spent time with
Pietersen during IPL,
discussed bowling in
England

«Kuldeep is likely to play
the second Test against
England in Birmingham

w«1he left-arm wrist-spinner
last played for India in
October 2024

Birmingham. Spinner Kuldeep Yadav spent

valuable time with English great Kevin
Pietersen during the latter's stint as mentor of
the Delhi Capitals in the Indian Premier
League. While Kuldeep's primary focus was
on performing in the IPL, he also absorbed key
insights from Pietersen on how to succeed as a
spinner in English conditions.With India's
bowling attack under scrutiny following a
defeat in the series opener at Headingley,
speculation is rife that Kuldeep will be drafted
into the playing XI for the second Test of the
Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy in Birmingham.
In Leeds, India fielded five bowlers, including
all-rounder Shardul Thakur, but it was Jasprit
Bumrah who carried the bulk of the workload.
Despite a five-wicket haul in the first innings,
Bumrah received little support in the second,
as England chased down 371 to take a 1-0
series lead.Kuldeep, who last played a Test for
India in October 2024, has been bowling at full

£

intensity in the nets. Having recovered from a
groin injury earlier this year, he also
contributed to India's Champions Trophy
triumph. Reports suggest India may opt for a
dual spin attack at Edgbaston, pairing Kuldeep
with Ravindra Jadejato strengthen their
bowling firepower.Speaking to The Indian
Express, Kuldeep made it clear that he's
focused on playing an attacking brand of spin
if given the opportunity in the second Test."If
you don't take wickets, you can't justify your

place in the side-especially in England.

Whether you're playing at home or abroad,
the goal is the same: get revs on the ball,
generate drift, and take wickets," he
said.Kuldeep has a strong record against
England, with 21 wickets from six Tests.
However, his only appearance on English
soil came at Lord's in 2018, where he bowled
just nine overs.Now older and wiser,
Kuldeep is hoping to make a bigger impact,
helped by Pietersen's guidance."He
[Pietersen]| gave me a lot of insights for the
England tour. We discussed field placements,
pitches, and the mindset of their batters. He
walked me through their line-up and stressed
the importance of an attacking mindset,"
Kuldeep said."Pietersen told me that most
spinners come to England with a defensive
mindset. They assume the fast bowlers will do
the damage, and that they'll just play a
supporting role.
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Mourns Mujhse Shaadl Karogi
Co-Star Shefali Jariwala's Death,
Sends Condolences To Parag
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] . riyanka Chopra paid tribute to Shefali Jariwala, extending her

condolences to her husband Parag Tyagi and family. Priyanka and Shefali

: worked together in Mujhse Shaadi Karogi, which also starred Salman

Khan and Akshay Kumar. Popularly known as the Kaanta Laga girl, she passed

away on Friday night.Priyanka Chopra took to her Instagram stories and

posted a solo photo of Shefali. Mourning her, she extended condolences to her
sband Parag and family. She wrote, “So shook. She was too young. Sending
condolences to Parag and the family (sic)." Take a look:

fali Jariwala made a memorable appearance in the 2004 romantic comedy

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi. Though her role was brief, she brought her

gnature charm and screen presence to the film, riding high on the popularity

her iconic music video Kaanta Laga, which also played in the background
ing her cameo.

while, Varun Dhawan recently called out paps and the media or their

wverage of Shefali Jariwala’s death. The Sunny Sanskari Ki Tulsi Kumari

tor wrote, *Again one more passing of a soul being insensitively covered by
media. I just don’t understand why do u have to cover someone’s grief
one looks so uncomfortable with this how is this benefitting anyone. My
quest to my friends in the media this isn’t the way someone would want their

Journey covered."Last night, after Shefali’s funeral, a devastated Parag

appeared in front of the media and requested privacy wnh folded hands. He

alse said, “Meri pari ke liye pray kijiyega aap sab log, please." Parag was
surrounded by police personnel while he urged the media to pray for Shefali’s
soul'to rest in peace.

How did Shefali Jariwala die?

Shefali Jariwala passed away late Friday night, between June 27 and 28. She was
rushed to Bellevue Multispeciality Hospital in Mumbai by husband Parag
Tyagi, and three close aides. She was declared brought dead.Initial reports of
Shefali’s death claimed she died of cardiac arrest. However, Mumbai Police
stated that her body was found in her apartment and her mortal remains were
sent to Cooper Hospital for a postmortem. The reason behind her death
couldn’tbe confirmed as yet,

Mouni Roy's

Film Salakaar Inspired By National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval's Life?

ational security, mystery, and espionage secem  film’s storyline unfolds across two different time
to be at the heart of Mouni Roy’s next film, periods, tracing the journey of a young Indian spy as
Salakaar, which is reportedly based on the life

he uncovers secrets that tie into India’s complex
of one of India’s most respected intelligence officers,  legacy of espionage.
Ajit Doval. Directed by Faruk Kabir, the film is said In a statement, director Faruk Kabir described his
to follow a gripping spy narrative and will premiere  approach to the film:“Salakaar is not just a spy
on JioHotstar this Independence Day, August 15, thriller, it’s a deeply emotional narrative about
2025.While the makers haven’t officially confirmed  fractured legacies and the cost of silence. We're
looking at espionage not only as a mission but
as a burden, as a debt that passes from one
generation to another."Mouni Roy, who
became popular through Indian television
before venturing into Bollywood with films
like Brahmastra and Gold, was last scen in

“PS- Iss video ke saare patra kalpanik hai,"

Vedaa. Mouni rose to fame with her role as a
shape-shifting serpent in the popular
supernatural series Naagin (2015-2016) and’
its sequel Naagin 2 (2016-2017). She began
her acting journey in 2006 with the iconic TV
show Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi. Her
portrayal of Sati in Devon Ke Dev...Mahadewv
and Meera in Junoon — Aisi Nafrat Toh Ka

Ishq further solidified her position

television.Mouni made her film debut in 2(
with the Punjabi romantic drama Hero Hitler i
Love.

Her entry into Hindi cinema came with the
2018 period sports drama Gold, for
which she was nominated for the
Filmfare Award for Best Female
Debut. In 2022, her performance in the
fantasy epic Brahmastra: Part One —
Shiva earned her critical acclaim.

the connection, a report by Filmfare claims Salakaar
draws from the real-life story of Ajit Doval, who
currently serves as India’s National Security Advisor.
Details about the rest of the cast are still being kept
under wraps, but Mouni is confirmed to play a key
role.

Earlier, Mouni had posted a picture with director Faruk
Kabir, hinting at their collaboration for Salakaar,
though at the time, plot details were minimal. The

Hina Khan Praises Supportive In-
Laws, Shares Hilarious
‘Expectationss Reality’ Video

ctress Hina Khan seems to be living like a

princess post her wedding to Rocky Jaiswal.

She took to her Instagram and dropped a fun
video of expectations vs reality of life with in-laws.

In the expectation part, Hina was seen serving food to
everyone with a smile on her face just like a good
bahu, whereas in the reality part she was being
served by all of them.

Hina said that she feels blessed to have such a
supportive group of people in her life. She penned a
heartfelt note that read, “Expectations vs
Reality...What a feeling it is to have In-laws so
supporting.. Yes they have been my family for a
long time now and they do make me feel like a
princess. Not just after the official marriage but
from the beginning. Even though almost all of them
are Camera Shy, but they came together for this one
without any hesitations or questions..Just to make
me happy...Blessed to have so much Love around
me, blessed to have people who understand fun and
how it’s important to have a happier life. Thank you
guys for being a Sport.”

Hina

concluded.On June 4, the “Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata

Hai’ actress announced her wedding with her long-

time boyfriend with a social media post comprising

some love-filled photos from the court ceremony.

The post had stills of the lovebirds embracing each

other on their special day, some close-up shots of
the Mchendi, along with them signing the marriage
document.They wrote in the caption, “From two
different worlds, we built a universe of love. Our
differences faded, our hearts aligned, creating a
bond to last lifetimes. We are our home, our light,
our hope and together, we transcend all barriers.
Today, our union is forever sealed in love and law.
We seek your Blessings and Wishes as Wife and
Husband. #MM’sMinimalistBride #TwinFlame
#OurLoveStory #SoulBound A special piece from
the one and only MM".

Hina looked beautiful as a bride in a custom-made
saree by designer Manish Malhotra.

Rupali Ganguly Lauds Brother
Vijay's Work In Aamir Khan’s

Sitaare Zameen Par: ‘So Proud’

nupamaa actress Rupali Ganguly has shared a
lovely post on Instagram to celebrate her
brother Vijay Ganguly’s milestone as the solo
choreographer for Aamir Khan and Genelia

Deshmukh starrer ‘Sitaare Zameen Par’. Sharing
pictures with Aamir Khan and Vijay from the set of
the film, she expressed that she is incredibly proud
of her brother. In her post, Rupali also praised Rishi
Shahani, who plays Sharmaji in the film. She
revealed that he is her ‘dancing partner’ in SDIPA,
where Vijay 1s their teacher. She wrote that she is so
happy he got the chance to make his debut with
Sitaare Zameen Par, a film that celebrates his
abilities and uniqueness. Lastly, she also lauded the
powerful dialogues by Divy Nidhi Sharma,
mentioning that he is the reason why her television
show Anupamaa’s dialogues go viral.

On Sunday, Rupali Ganguly took to her Instagram to

share a series of pictures with Aamir Khan, Vijay
Ganguly, and Rishi Shahani from the sets of Sitaare
Zameen Par. Another picture shows her brother
Vijay’s name in the end credits as the film’s
choreographer. In her caption, she wrote, “Sitaare
Zameen Par ..... a film with a heart A film special to
me for many reasons. ... This marks a journey for my
super gifted sibling ... my Pappas favourite child
(@vijayganguly ....from a beginning with “Bum
Bum Bole * in Taare Zameen Par , to this film with
Aamir Sir where he has solo credits as a
choreographer ...1I feel so so so proud when i see ur
name on screen | know how special this film is to
you because you could revisit training of 15 years of
training specially abled children and The beauty of
your choreography here is that it blends in so
beautifully with the narrative here and when it has to
stand out it does that too fantastically.”

Rupali Ganguly Gives A Shoutout To Sitaare

Zameen Par Actor Rishi Shahani

She further added, “*Also big thank u for inviting me to

your set where 1 met fabulous people like Prasanna
Sir and Aamir Sir and along with my sweetheart
Rishi (@rishi.shahani.24 my dancing partner in
SDIPA with Vijay himselfas our leacher .Afriend
for more than 25 years I m so so so proud ofyou that
you got to make your debut with this beautiful story
that celebrates your ability and your uniqueness And
ofcourse our biggest asset of #Anupama... the
reason why Anupama’s dialogues goes viral, the
most amazing writer and human being
(@divynidhisharma sir for adding soul to this film
The dialogues uff uff uff @rs.prasanna you are a
genious.
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