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Indian identities: Politics & optics of govt recruitment in Uttar Pradesh

Remaining vocal about — I e | ,
b e | 0 g I 0ca I Yogi Adityanath has been in power in UP since 2017. The “sudden realisation” of over 60,000 vacancies means that the government has not followed a regular recruitment process.

I am an Indian first and everything else later. Fag
good to say that. Am proud that | am an Indial
am a nationalist, and love to be one. Indiais in
DNA.Not everyone needs to say that, or feel
for sure. This is something very person
Nationalism and a feel for the nation must no
thrust upon you. You must feel it, if at all. And y¢
don’t need to feel it all the time as well. You do
need to wear jingoism on your sleeve, do you?

Even as | write this, there is noise around Di
Dosanjh. Dosanjh is a star who represe
Punjabi culture to the Indian and glob
audiences. He does say, at every show, that h
Punjabi. He represents the culture proudly. H
is it a crime to represent your roots, then? H
the first Punjabi artist to perform at the Coachd
festin the US. The first to make an appearanc
The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon. These a
his recent appearance at the Met Gala in
York are all personal milestones that put Pu
on the world map, in his own words.At the M
Gala, Dosanjh presented himself in an ivory-al
gold sherwani paired with a tehmat (drap
bottoms) and a sweeping cape embroidered
the silhouetted map of Punjab—not of India.
turban completed the look and around his n
hung a copy of the famed Patiala neckla

ON June 15, newspapers carried full-page advertiseme S——
proclaiming the ‘distribution of letters’ among 60,244
civil police constables by Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in Uttar Pradesh. The advertisement also stated

Y the constables, including 12,048 women, were “select

at through a fair and transparent recruitment process by

l. Uttar Pradesh Police Recruitment and Promotion Boarc

D€ Despite a regular selection procedure, the distribution

job letters by the Home Minister apparently conveyed t

t impression that the appointments were largesse besto -lqn

by the ruling party.No wonder former UP CM and

it Samajwadi Party MP Akhilesh Yadav commented on ) h"t !

ts “To overcome the shortage of policemen, long-term ste 5 |

like regular recruitment drives should be undertake . il |

is abecause by the time the recruitment process is comple - ‘ ; i f

|! 1

r

is would have retired and the shortage will remain th
la Same.”Public appointments in India at all levels ar
on constitutionally ordained. Articles 308 to 312 unde
g Chapter | Part XIV of the Constitution elaborate th
processes for recruitment for all posts of the Union ar
b the States. Chapter Il prescribes public servig:
commissions at the central and state levels.Article 3¢
provides that “... Acts of the appropriate Legislature ma§
regulate the recruitment, and conditions of service
persons appointed, to public services and posts |
connection with the affairs of the Union or of any State.”|
S Further, it enables the President — and in the case of a st
K the Governor, or any ‘such person’ authorised by him
, ) : ¢ €. “to make rules regulating the recruitment, and t
What's wrong with representing Punjab? Whells  conditions of service of persons appointed to su
wrong with wearing Punjab on your cape?lls services and posts” until a provision under an Act of t
Diljit a Punjabi first and an Indian later? And &  appropriate legislature is made. Article 309 thus gives 4
thatacrlme of omission or commission? _ option for making immediate recruitment. |
Think about yourself, then. Who do you think y@u Wwhile distributing the letters, Shah praised the chig ]
really are? And who do you pretend you are? fhe minister for the “largest ever” such appointments tha
answer is personal and is different to ev@y would help in maintaining law and order in the statebeen scrapped by states).Uttar Pradesh has constable  discretion and judgment...” Obviously, the recruits
individual Indian. Are you an Indian first or @  Praising Adityanath’s reign, he said, “Goons no longefraining centres in Meerut, Gorakhpur, Lucknow, Agra  police organisation, even at the lowest level, must
Malayali? This reminds me of a fimthatwas aflit ~dictate terms in the state. The rule of law has beeihd Kanpur. Can these centres accommodate and train  trained keeping the needs of the 21st century in mind
in Kerala and among the Kerala diaspgfa established. Each of you was selected purely on megiach a large number of recruits simultaneously? Buth the Centre (since 2014) and the Adityanath
worldwide: Malayali from India. | hear this titl from among 48 lakh applicants. There were no bribegaining period for constables in the state is six monthgovernment have shown an inclination to use the latter
as a social introduction at the many meeting$ | recommendations or caste-based bias, unlike when othiile in other states, it varies from nine months to a yeasart of Article 309 to escape the regular processes of
attend in Dubai and the rest of the UAE all tlo governments were in office."While the initiative of The training schedule and syllabi drawn up for thenaking appointments and/or promotions to higher levels
frequently. The Malayali is proud to be fa filling vacancies in the constabulary needs to be laudedonstabulary by the Bureau of Police Research ardvarious departments.
Malayali, just as a Kannadiga is proud to b@ a this exercise and its amplification raise a number dbevelopment is very extensive and comprehensiverds example, while the Centre has used lateral entry and
Kannadiga. But what are you first— a Kannad@a guestions. Adityanath has been in power in UP sinagis being followed and can this be achieved logisticallyaxtensions, the UP government has tried to evade the
or an Indian? Are you a Bengali from India or fin  2017. This “sudden realisation” of over 60,000 vacanciegiven the learning capacity of the recruits, in siXSupreme Court guidelines that the UPSC must be
Indian from Bengal? And does it matter at all? means that the government has not followed a regulanonths?The need to upgrade the constabulary waolved in the selection process for the appointment of
Aritifical Inteligence usesAtritifical Inteligence time-bound recruitment process. The reason for suchrécognised in the early 1960s. In 1961, the Bihar Poliage Director General of Police (DGP).
usesSome very patriotic folks feel it matters dhd large-scale appointment in one go is also not clear. Theg@mmission observed: ... The state government has skirted the guidelines by
are throwing memes and rocks at Dosanjh recruits will have to go through proper training, for teconstable should be expected to exercise his discretigpointing acting DGPs (three so far) in succession since
ih. Bet police job is highl lised. Th i R on D actng eSSt
i i police job is highly specialised. The increasing use Gind assume responsibility. In all progressive policglay 2022. At the central level, some secretaries, Director
me peel this a bit to make us all feel even m technoloav by criminals has made policing far mor ; . . - y 2 ; , DIrec
uncomfortable than we are already feel g gy by 1 p g ¢OI’C_€S, every constablg Is a I|v.e L.Jnlt Of the force... Thgnte|||gence Bureau) and the Research &Ana|y5|s Wing
reading all this on a Tuesday morning complex and challenging. Gone are the days when thgtional Police Commission, in its first report (1979)chief have got extensions over the years. In 2023, the
A recent sociological research into the mind 2 constabulary was a lathi-wielding, uniformed herd oktressed “the changed needs of policing the country” amiipreme Court declared two extensions granted to the

d personnel needed for mechanical duties, includinghe im maki i ; ; ;
o ; . ! . . €S, portance of making the constables function as irector of the Enforcement Directorate, beyond the fixed
mood of Indians in rural and deep-rural marketfis - serving seniors as orderlies (this demeaning task has Rg&ponsible functionary with due sense of value « i » ’
telling. As | study deep-rural markets (which afe P Y But-off date, as *notvalid in law".

and fee a very ifrent ni—one at wesks Q@Y Puri stampede probe must lead to better crowd management  SEEE—

w in3-4years under the BJP rule, 50,000-60,000 policem
4 !

W

and feel a very different India—one that lives
the level of the village and local communiy.

Feople out lare afe that much mote disconne N dCherry-pickimz fall guys can assuage the prevailing mood, but accountability must be fixed and it should start right from the top. The government would also do well to explain

with national realities and come alive only to t
most local realities that touch their lives ajgd the role of the special panel headed by a deputy chief minister constituted to ensure smooth conduct of the festival
o resources and technology at hand.

livelihoods. The nation is a very distant though

The closest thought is my home and the villagé
live in. To me, my world is my village. | kno The BJP government responded by removing the distric
everyone in my village, and | spot evef§ collector and a police superintendent, and suspgndin
newcomer to the village like an aberration1 country, this year’s Rath Yatra saw the largest bandol-=—... _1 two police officers. It ordered an administrative inguir
watch him and her carefully, with suspicion ev@h. of security in recent memory. Over 10,000 poli " ey v o W E o g and carried out a shake-up in the overall management
A lot of government folks come in on transfefs. personnel were pressed into duty and 22 IPS offici== " ' o since other key segments of the festival are due ower th
They are also watched carefully as tempor@lry manned various responsibilities, with the sta _—_. next five days. Cherry-picking fall guys can assuage th
residents. | trust them less than my fello@- administration’s top brass watching over th§ prevailing mood, but accountability must be fixed @nd i
villagers. The villager owns the village; everyofle ~ arrangements. Yet, in the small hours of Sunday, an utt= should start right from the top. The government \aoul
else rents it. Ownership is the ultimate respect avoidable tragedy occurred. Eye-witnesses complai also do well to explain the role of the special pane

In the deep-rural markets of India that representiihe that inadequate police presence and poor med headed by a deputy chief minister constituted to ensur
gut of the country, villagers identity themselv@s response led to the death of devotees, two of them mi smooth conduct of the festival. Chief Minister Moha
differently. In the beginning, | am from Mayyao aged women. ‘ Charan Majhi’s personal apology to Jagannath devotee
my village. To those who don’t understand wiiat The journey of the deities from Srimandir to Gundichia for the loss of lives was earnest; but he must use th
that means, | am from the area called Bijoor. Ald  temple this time, in state law minister Prithivirajpeen recorded on the third day of the festival. The policé?Pportunity to crack the whip and prepare a robus
to those who do not identify with that bigg8r  Harichandan’s admission, witnessed 1.5 times the normad well as the Jagannath temple administration had cldd¢eprint for crowd management—for both the templ
identity, | am from Coondapura. And to thoBe crowd. The first day of the yatra always draws the largeghowledge of the devotees’ inflows since a large numb@nd the yatra. Professional management using dat
who don't understand even that, | am from fe footfall, as it involves chariot-pulling for which devoteesof vehicles had made a beeline for the town the night ¢ience and case studies of other festivals mast b
Greater Mangaluru area, if | may dub it that. | ¢ from all over the world converge. The ritual has witnesseghe mishap; but it went unresponded. The outcome was @xplored. The probe into the tragedy must net b

from PTa][nata:(ad_ of course. And | am md&t crowd surges in the past, too. But never has any mishap-round coordination failure despite having the require@erfunctory—it must lay a safer road ahead.
certainly from India.

- When the spin is the win -

In a post-truth world, we live in the bubble of one official narrative or another. It doesn’t matter whether the US strikes on Fordo in Iran
had the desired effect. With the loudest megaphone in his hand, Donald Trump’s claims drown out others’

These days, truth is much like a B2 stealth bomber.Jvictims have been compensated for their plight. In  later.Why is truth so elusive even when facts are international affairs. Yet, when it came to cc
is hard to detect it, though it hovers right over oushort, we are swallowed by the official bubble.In  available? No independent body—the United creditfor calling off Opedatira&d making
heads. The US bombing of the nuclear reactors the absence of clear evidence, then, you are freeto  Nations, Nato or the International Atomic Energy  peace with our one constant enemy,
Fordo, Natanz and Isfahan was allegedly on behdi¥e in the truth bubble of your choice. Or so one  Agency—can pierce the fog. The UN, a toothless  version, so appeaitigdt tires shot down
of Israel. How did a war between Israel and Irathought until Trump bombed Iran, marking the pensionary, issues platitudes that vanish into the by Trump, who said he was the one who &
spin around to consolidate the narrative that the U8turn of the unipolar world, where the American  void, its Security Council paralysed by vetoes. peace.Lastweek at the White House, Trumy
has returned as the global supercop and that Donalersion of the truth increasingly seems ja the course of a speech: “| said, cancel
Trump is the only world leader worth talkingbe the only one, gaining ascendance o all deals with India and Pakistan...
about?Satellite imagery showed six gapin@ther national narratives.Th Look, you want to have trade with the
wounds at Fordo, a blackened sprawl at Isfahamdeterminacy of reality is a haz United States. It's great, but you want
and an 18-foot hole at Natanz. Trump repeatedbnveloping the world. Never mind if wi to go and start using nuclear weapons
asserted that Iran’s nuclear programme waare living in one of the most surveille on each other. We are not going to
“completely obliterated”, a claim the Israel Atomictimes in history: almost nothing goe allow that. And they both agreed.”
Energy Commission backed. Yet, making defianinrecorded. Even what we search for To revisit an earlier point, Khamenei's
noises from his bunker, Ayatollah Ali Khameneithe internet comes back to haunt us claim of victory is a case study of the
proclaimed a “severe slap” to America and advertisements. We walk naked in ti world becoming a mirage of itself. He
“victory” over the “Zionist regime”. There were crowd, as it were.Great events happ had hailed Iran’s missile strikes on
photographs of Iranians dancing on the streets fight in front of us, but we do not know f Israel as a crushing blow. Yet, the facts
celebration, having chosen to believe in theiwhat reason. And because we do not kn sneer in his face: Israel swatted most
victory. As a great author said, patriotism is théhe reason, what transpires before our ve missiles and officially incurred only
opium of the people.Closer home, one thought @yes appears distant and unreal, a gz 28 civilian deaths. Iran’s Qatar strike
Operation Sindoor. Prime Minister Narendra Modivhose rules and meaning are unknowa... grazed the base, killing no one. Why
had said it was an unqualified success. Pakistarsus. o . would you warn your enemy? The
General Asim Munir, in return, claimed his armAn instance of such mass illusion happened Iagl[ato.’ a military white elephan't, watches from th?‘nissiles were not meant to kill but to strike a
had shot down Indian planes. We chose officialljortnight when, after ‘obliteration’, Iran fired 19 Sidelines, irrelevant as Trump's America bypasseﬁosture, to feed a narrative of defiance against the
not to believe him. Yet, the latest on this front is amissiles at the US military base at Al Udeid inaIIIes for_unilateral g_Iory. The 1AEA, r’neant 0«reat Satan” and the “Zionist enemy”.In a post-
admission of downed planes by an Indian defenc@atar. Clearly, this was retaliatory and a gesture 9f"a“_j r_lucle_ar safety, is barred fror_n Iran's shatterq th world, the posturing is the point. But even this

attaché, a naval officer, at a seminar in Jakarta @ssurance to the Iranian people. But hoy'teS; Its director, Rafael Grossi, is reduced t in dire straits as a pumped-up US blows out into

%‘ing the one bubble that swallows the rest of the

June 10. But we still don’t know how many planesneaningless it was. According to reports, |ra§\?rsclingfatelllteklmag_?sthand guessmgdt_hti darlnag)
India might have lost, or how many died or werénformed Qatar and the US of its intent in advanc et %n %\_/en Pn_ow IM' ‘?“t? W?\;IS %.r"’;] 'a |o|n eabvorld. As the wise said, history is the writ of the
wounded during the operation.We don’t even seeso they could evacuate the base. It was all likeBPSt oM km? rllm_e I'ré'.s er Modi has 6}"V"?‘y%ictor. And the world increasingly seems to have
to know for certain if the families of the Pahalganmgame. It happened and did not happen. More onttﬁgen quick o claim Indias ‘growing' rofe n only one.
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| The stampede that claimed three lives in Odisha’s Puri
gross administrative lapses and negligence written E—
over it. One of the most popular religious festivals of e -
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Don't ignore your EPF:

oSy hcing Ghee, soap and snacks to get cheaper
reqularly matters o )
gl —— Blg GST cut like Iy, Say sources

years, often thinking it will quietly grow in the
background until retirement.Would you leave your .
bank account unchecked for years, so why do it withSources say the qovernment is

-

the government may choose to scrap the
12% slab entirely and reallocate items
into existing lower or higher slabs.A
final decision is likely to be taken at the
upcoming 56th meeting of the GST
Council. As per protocol, a 15-day
notice is required before convening a
Council meeting, but sources indicate
that the session could take place later
this month.

The move is expected to be politically
significant, especially in a pre-election
year, and could help ease inflationary
pressure on essential goods consumed
by a large section of the population.

The GST Council, chaired by the Union
Finance Minister and comprising state

your EPF? iahi . iiq of GST
Think of your EPF account as your financial time weighing a major rejig o

capsule, slowly growing in the background while you ;
hustle through the 9-to-5 grind. But what if one day slabs that could brmq down the

you pop it open and find a big chunk missing? Ortax hurden on everyday
worse, no updates for years?Experts warn that many A
salaried employees don't realise until it's too late thatessentials.

their employer hasn't been depositing funds, or that C——
simple KYC error has locked their money away. And . . .
by then, the damage is already done, to both yodeW Delhi. In what could bring major
money and your peace of mind.Abhishek Kumar, '¢/iéf to middle- and ‘lower-income
Sebi Registered Investment Adviser and Founder at ggﬁiﬁgﬁdfénggeﬁﬁgtglrgsci\r/fcrtnurﬂﬁgto'
SahajMoney.com, said it is important for employees ;

to keep an eye on their EPF accounts. “It helps in (h€ Goods and Services Tax (GST) slab

keeping one updated on their retirement savings SCUrces told India Today. A key propose
growth and interest accrual,” he said. under discussion is to either reduce th

One major reason to check your EPF regularly is to GST 0N certain essential items from 129 finanice rinisiers, holtis the autharity to
ensure that | s d iting. th to 5% or to eliminate the 12% slab recommend changes in tax rates.
your employer is depositing the money . iy . . o If the proposal goes through, it would
e [ Sere cesee. arllovars AeiiE Tie | g altogether. ordinary citizens. These include products  plamder consideration involves p 1LY
gmgunty%rom the salarv Bt faFi)I tc): Jeposit it with theAccording to sources, most of the itemsthat feature heavily in the consumption  reclassifying these items into the lowark one of the most significant
Emplovees ProvidentyFund or anigation (EPFO). currently attracting 12% GST are goodspatterns of middle-class and e bracket, effectively making them overhauls of GST rates since the indirect
“Chgclzing the EPFO balance Eelps in identifying commonly used ‘in everyday life by economically weaker households.Thecheaper for end consumers. Alternatively!@x system was rolled outin 2017.

such issues early on,” Abhishek explained.There are
several other problems people face when they do no 0 M M M I nvestor earns RS 7
track their EPF accounts for a long time. “Common 0 0 n I u n S cu S I S c r III' I cu UT
issues include missing or delayed employer / Iu kh fu ces RS 74 000
contributions, outdated KYC information, and ° 4 ° I
technical errors that can make funds inaccessible or . fux desp“‘e Rs ] 2
cause withdrawal delays,” he said.Incorrect  or re evu n ru m ewo r S S I u g o e p O r R .
missing deposits also hurt your savings in the long Iu kh Ilm“- Know Why
[ ]
ew Delhi. Across Asia Pacific, a quiet attracting and keeping top talent,Australia and Malaysia in building

term. Over time, this could result in a smallerN
shift is underway inside boardroomsbuilding a strong bench of future mature skills frameworks.Austr&f@W Delhi. Atax expert has explained how a retail

retirement fund than expected. “Missing or incorrec

deposits reduce one’s retirement corpus and thezng HR departments. As technologyleaders, and making the workforce leads the region, with nearly 7abyestor who earned Rs 7 lakh in stock market
compounding interest they earn over time. This €anchanges fast and the world growsagile and resilient in the face of seeing progress towards advan@%gfits ended up with a tax demand of Rs 74,375.
significantly impact their financial security after ynpredictable, companies are realising skills programmes, while about 13% of e case highlights how misreading the nature of
retirement and limit their access to EPF benefits,” that skills, not just experience, hold th x ' Malaysian organisations have reachedncome can lead to unexpected tax liabilities,

, - .
Abhishek added. key to staying ahead.Aon's lates € L 1 5 high maturity.Despite advances in tech@ven when total earnings seem modest.
L]

. APAC Skills Impact Survey shows tha: Pl . andAl, India and China are not ahead #ujit Bangar, founder of TaxBuddy.com and a
STOCk murke‘l‘ hohduys July a huge number of organisations ar _E + skills maturity, maybe because former IRS officer, shared the example on

putting skills at the heart of their peopl¢: b [ abundant talent supply dampens thelinkedin to warn investors against a common

2025 H ! h 1. 1. d strategy. But are they truly ' drive to invest heavily in skills misconception. The investor, Rahul, believed that
. rere S wnar rradaers ready?According to the survey, i . E development. since his total income was below Rs 12 lakh, he

India’s buzzing job market, one thing is _z_ﬂ ;g HOW INDIA CAN STAY AHEAD would not be liable to pay tax. What he

ShOUId knOW clear, skills are now more than just i = e = = Aon’s report shows that while many Overlooked was how different types of market
buzzword. As companies race to firms have started building skills iNcome are treated under the tax code.Rahul's

New Delhi. Before you plan your trades, book profits, attract, grow and keep good peoplechange.These are not small goals, butrameworks, few have a €amingsincluded aRs 3 lakh loss from intraday
or sneak in a quick holiday, one common question Skills are stepping into the spotlight. Indian companies are waking up to thecomprehensive organisation-wide trading, a Rs 2.5 lakh gain from futures and
pops up for every investor: Is the stock market shut But while India's workforce is huge power of skills to get there. 61% of plan. Most frameworks remain focused 9Ptions, Rs 3.5 lakh in short-term capital gains
today? and tech-ready, the country still hasindian organisations focusing on theseon specific departments or job families ffom equities, and Rs 4 lakh in long-term capital

For the month of July 2025, there’s good news for work to do to fully catch up with its priorities have adopted skills-drivenlike technology, data, or risk and 9ans. After subtracting the losses, he assumed
active traders and investors. Both the Bombay Stock~PAC neighbours. measures. compliance.Despite much talk about]Ehat ths Rs 7B lakh  net |rc11come hwash tax-
Exchange (BSE) and National Stock Exchangd OP_ TALENT PRIORITIES FOR SKILLS ARE VALUED, BUT IS  skills-based pay, only a few reet- °V‘éever: f‘“ﬁllaf PO'”tﬁ out t 5t‘.t t eEtaXh
(NSE) will stay open all weekdays throughout July. NDIA _ INDIAUSING THEM FULLY? organisations have put it into practuce,syf em °e]§' not aflow suc aggfgga 'OCT- . ac d
There are no special trading holidays lined up for thiéon’s 2025 APAC Skills Impact Survey57% of Indian respondents say skills aréevealing a big opportunity to & ego¥y| 0 _;qulc.?me IS ?ssesse Et‘.n ax%
month.However, as usual, the markets will be closed reveals what really matters for Indian vital for business success, followed bystrengthen  skills-based performancesepa][fa ely, with Its own rules, exemptions, an
on Saturdays and Sundays. So, in total, trading will firms today. For the next two to three 50% in China, 62% in Australia, and and pay programmes across APAC, theSet-olt provisions.
be paused for eight days in July, four Saturdays andy€ars, their main priorities are 67% in Malaysia. Yet India still trails survey mentioned.
four Sundays.

o
NEXT MARKET HOLIDAY INAUGUST . . . . 'f d' ? .
oL N AUCUST ey b OB Classifies Reliance Communications loan account as 'fraud' £\
NSE, the next official market holiday will fall on
August 15, 2025, when the country celebrateNew Delhi Reliance Communications onand conditions of its loans and the  referenced by SBI pertain to the p |
Independence Day. After that, trading will also take a Tuesday said that the State Bank ofrregularities in the conduct of its  prior to the initiation of its Corpora
break on August 27 for Ganesh Chaturthi. India (SBI) has classified its loan accounts.SBI's Fraud Identification  Insolvency Resolution Process (CIH
OTHER KEY HOLIDAYS IN 2025 _ ~account as “fraud” and plans to reportCommittee subsequently resolved to  in 2019.The company argued
Looking further ahead, the stock exchanges willremainthe company and its former director, classify the account as fraud and  under Section 32A of the IBC, once
closed on other key dates in 2025, including Anil Ambani, to the Reserve Bank of initiate the process of informing the  resolution plan is approved, it is to
E/Iaha_tm;l Gandhi éa¥at;1t| 02n1 Ogtol_ber t_21 dD'Wa“ India (RBI).In a stock exchange filing, granted immunity from liabilities
Oaclz)t(?bler gjza,man%nPraigsrfreurp'urbasnr)i%llﬁ)ﬁl ﬁlaﬂgkthe company stated that SBI has tak relating to offences Cofpm'tte%_traday trading is treated as speculative business
Dev on November 5.The final market holiday of the the decision in connection with cred before CIRP began."These jncome. Itis taxed atthe individual's slab rate, and
[ e ameny et sy facilities dating back to August 2016 facilities are necessarily required any losses can be adjusted only against
Sg if vou're planning anv trades this Jul. ou can do Reliance Communications is current to be resolved under the resolution speculative gains. If not utilised, such losses can
S’O f)r/eely opn weel%day)g Just keep a)r/f ¥aye on theundergoing insolvency proceeding plan or I_iquidation, and the be carried forward for four years.Futures and
EE e e el e T veal e il under the Insolvency and Bankruptd company is (_:urrently protected options are considered non-speculative business
' " Code (IBC) and has a resolution ple from proceedings under IBC," income under Section 43(5). These are also taxed
awaiting final approval by the Reliance Communications said, at slab rates, but the losses can be set off against a
0|(l, Uber get govemmem National Company Law Tribunafsss adding that it is seeking legal }Nide”éilf”lge oftincprﬁtes except salary, and carried
s o (NCLT).According to a report by advice on the matter.This is not the Torward 1or up to eigntyears.
Ok(ly f0r SUTge p“(lng, can CNBC-TV18, SBI had sent show. : first time a bank has flaggedShort-term capital gains, such as those from selling
cause notices to the company in Reliance Communications' €quities within a year, fall under Section 111A.
(h(]rge dOUble ihe bﬂse f(]re December 2023, March 2024, andRBI, including naming Anil Ambaniin account. In November 2024, Canaralhese gains are taxed at a flat rate of 20 percent.
_ . . September 2024.After reviewing theaccordance with regulatory Bank also classified the account asWhile losses in this category can be adjusted
New Delhi. Cab aggregators will now be permitted to company's responses, the bankequirements to report key manageriaffraud, but the Bombay High Court against both short- and long-term capital gains,
charge up to twice the base fare during peak trafficc oncluded that Reliance personnel associated with suchstayed that decision in February 202Ethey do not qualify for basic income exemptions.
hours, as per the Motor Vehicles Aggregator communications failed to adequatelyaccounts.In its response, Relianceciting a failure to follow RBI guidelines ong-term capital gains from listed equities are

Guidelines (MVAG) 2025 issued by the Ministry of ; . ; ; C : by : covered under Section 112A.
Road Transport and Highways on July 1. Until now, explain non-compliance with the termsCommunications said the loanson giving the borrower ahearing.

the upper limit on surge pricing was capped at 1.5

times the base fare.States have been advised t o o o o o
implement the updated guidelines within the next I n u n c I u I S s u re m I U m ®
three months. The revised fare structure is aimed at o )

giving platforms flexibility during high-demand

periods, while maintaining an overall regulatary

 J
framework for pricing and operationsThe MVAG
2025 also addresses a longstanding regulatory gap by o u o u o o r o I o r o
allowing the use of non-transport (private)

motorcycles for passenger journeys via aggregators,

subject to state government approval. According to . . .

the guidelines, “The state government may allow HDB Financial share price: The stock
aggregation of non-transport motorcycles for journey opened at Rs 835 on both the NSE
by passengers as shared mobility through - -
aggregators,” with the objective of reducing traffic and BSE, compared to its [PO price of
congestion, lowering vehicular pollution, and :

improving access to affordable mobility and Rs 740 per share. This was better
Ihypecrjlo_lcal deli\kllery.S]Eates_ VPI\iIII hfave the authority to than what the grey market had
evy daily, weekly, or fortnightly fees on aggregators . .
for the use of such motorcycles under Clause 23 of the€Xpected, which had estimated a
guidelines.Bike taxi operators like Rapido and Uber, gain of around 8% to 10% on listing
who have operated in a regulatory grey zone in
several states—including Karnataka, where a recentd_“)L

ban led to protests—have welcomed the mave.

Rapido called the clause a “milestone in India's\ew Delhi.HDB Financial Services made
journey towards a Viksit Bharat,” saying the change 3 strong debut on the stock market o
would help improve last-mile connectivity and Wednesday, July 2, listing at a premium o

expand affordable transport in underserved 0 e i :
areas.Uber also lauded the revised guidelines as aggg::g dl ?;?Fg;/egr:%ltss (I)SnSLtl)%tF;]”fﬁ éTngét?i% . terms of geography and products, and it

i i . . has been built from the ground up, havin
iltaeriﬁ)y “Erci)r¥1v§3r/dadlonprt]igxat;[;/ogtatgg ciINi”reb%ull(g;[/otrg/ BSE, compared to its IPO price of Rs 740nvestors and closed on June 27 with an  hold the stdok long-term anaged through difﬁcgult crediIt) cyclesg
ensuring uniform implementation and buiiding Pe share. This was better than what th@verall subscription of 17.65 times. The  gains.Prashanth Tapse, Research Angly, ing Covid. This strong foundation,

much-needed predictability for all stakeholders. We grey market had expected, which hadbiggest interest came from qualified — at Mehta Equities Ltd, said that the 9Q@ghpined with its reach and scale, makes
commend the ministry for its consultative and estimated a gain of around 8% to 10% orinstitutional buyers (QIBs), who  response to the IPO shows confidencgiigne of the key NBFCs to watch in the
balanced approach,” a company spokespetsonlisting day.The company, a subsidiary ofsubscribed their portion 31.73times.After  the company'’s business model and stfAgket HDB Financial offers a range of
said. The MVAG 2025 guidelines replace the 2020 HDFC Bank, had launched a Rs 12,50disting, the total market capitalisation of  backing from the HDFC Group. lending services such as enterprise loans,
version and reflect changes in India’s shared mobility crore IPO. This included a fresh issue ofiDB Financial stood at around RSThe robust response signals marketonsumer loans and asset financing. The
landscape, including increased demand for bike Rs 2500 crore and an offer-for-sale69,268.82 crore. This listing has drawnconfidence in HDB's business model,company has a strong presence across the
taxis, e-rickshaws, electric vehicles, and flexible (oFs) of Rs 10,000 crore. The IPO sawattention from investors who are now parentage (as an HDFC group company)eountry with 1,771 branches and a

pricing models. strong interest from all categories ofwondering whether to book profits or and long-term growth potential in the workforce of more than 60,000 people.

NBFC space,” said Tapse.Brokerage
Emkay Global has also taken a positive
view on HDB Financial. It initiated
coverage on the company and gave a
‘buy’ rating with a target price of Rs 900
per share.This target price reflects a 22%
upside from the IPO’s upper price band
of Rs 740. Emkay's positive outlook is
based on the company’s large customer
base of over 1.9 crore people, diversified
loan book, and wide branch network. It
also noted that only 0.34% of its assets
under management come from its top 20
accounts, which shows how granular its
lending is.The brokerage said HDB
Financial is well-diversified both in
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Parliament breach accused
get bail, barred from posting

on social media on nase

NATIONAL

THE PRETON NEWS

India to launch review to eliminate
[:lllllﬂ-lllﬂlll narts In military equipment

suppliers. He said that reducing forcign

I.‘|L|1l."l'll.|l."l.'ll.."-' parircutarly o China, remiuns o

ke priarity to uL-.lm-|mwn||1J.~-.*~::ur by reaks.
T Army is also working to identily apd suppog

e comes |IJI1I'i.- growing concerms thal
certmin vendors  have exaggernled their
indigenous content  fignres, with essentiol
companenis  often tracsd hack £0 Ching,
sinefimes viw tind couninies. Drones wnd
anfi-deone  svatems have emerped o
p:in.mnl.ir‘-‘!l. BEMEINTVE OreEs L||'.|'I¢|"-.¢rL|IiJ|:-.'
The consultanis hived by the minsiry will alss
e patent ovasership amd investigaie
instances where private firms may have

AZENEY Mrw I‘H'Ilu.

The Ministry of Defence s set 10 lumeh
comprehensive review of miliary procurement
i identify Chinese-origin  comgspnants  in
u-::|||iru1'||.'n| :-.l'.|1?|'i|:|.I 1o the armied forces
amd o assess yulnerabilitics within the |
IJI_‘E\..'HI.'I_":\-IJI'IFII}L'I'I.'I!H

-'l.IIE1-:|-|,|!1_I|. sirici l;1||4,:|u|111d.~ nlremdy
peohiibit the wse of Chinese pams m
military hardware, ecenl repons hnve

Thn; ministry is

likely to appoint

an external

agency to audit
claims of

Byt e

S

The Drethi High Court on Wednesday pranted batl
i Meelam Aznd and Mahesh Kumawat, bodh o

l"dl ENnous indicated that seme companies may sl L“dﬂqlmmf:!' dl:l'.clm!.m"'n: costs, ralsing wham were arestedd m the Parliomend securily
be sourcing componenis from Ching i concerns ol inflated prices al laler stages brenich case which happened on December 13
m"[ﬂ“t’ ma_n mamulnciung  products. ingnded  for Arce Liperation Sindoor, the ministey has 0y

defence use s part of its broader 2025
peforms, e miniary is lkely w appodisl
an externml agency ko pudit elmems. of
indigenous content, map supply cham

fnst-tracked equipment procurement, with
Peighitened serutiny oo vedons suspocied of
L_-"i|1_|5 Chingse cEmponents I fear meant fior
frontlise forces.

The court while snmouncing its deciswon disected
the accised 1o furmish a ball bond of Rs 50,0k
eich, nfong with two sureties of ke amoant. As

chain
dependencies

and carry out dependencies. and carry oul detsi led In Febrsary, the munisory cancelled  drone “:I:I "!:f [II": :“i.ﬂ_".ltl_".lk'::""lj.' II'_‘:'I !'.H."Iﬂ b |1.'-|rn.'|.|

avnluations . of - cost. stasenres - s procurement orders afler discovering the .|l. .’||.|.|I:=.|..|. T Eivang inleryiews o making

d("tﬂlh"d tecluwd ogy Lransler processes v of Chinese parta, Citing natiopal sacurity umy public stalcments ml':.":d ol i s )
P, S Ao recenl evienl, Major General C.5. risks, With the newly launched review, restraimed them from posting anything on the
evaluations of Mann, Additional Director General of the Army  Indian comparmes capable of manufactuning  officials beheve more defence hardware may suciit] media relating 1o the incident in question.
Design Bureaw, reiterated the Ammy's objective  crtwal components domestically wnder the  undergo rigoous inspection to ensure full  The court hasalsa restricied them from leaving the

COSt SIPUCIUreS. | liminaw Chinese comporents from its “Make in India® mitatve.The new teview  compliance with security puidelines eaty of Delhi and directed them ta repart lo the
— ' desigmuted police stabion every Momday,

Widnesday and Frday al 10 am.A divisisn
Bepch comprasmg Justice Subrmamoniom Prasad
and fustice Haorsh Viodyanathan  Shankar
proaounseed the order which was reserved on
My 21

Dis 13 Decembes X023, the breach was
orehestrated by a group of six andividisals, of
wham bad, Sapar Sharma and Manorangan 12,
mamnged] 1o infilinde the Lok Sabha chamber,
Dusrng Zene Hour, they leapt from the public

UP minister refuses to use vehicle with
illegal lights, asks cop to i issue challan

Agency Mew Delhi,

Lidar Pracesh's Minister of Stle o
Social Welfare (Independent Chasge),
Asim A, refused o use an official
vicheele fitted with unanthonsed lights
dunng  his visit toe Varemasi on
Sonday

Lpon noticing the unnuthorised
moedibicnfions,. Mimsier Arun
immeditely  declined o uwme the
vichicle and wrote a fonmal ktter to the
Police Commissioner of Varanasi,
n_':.,:|1|:|1|1|m1|:||||_|__l:|¢.'||:L|':||'|I:I|T||.':-:|;_3r||11:-;l
the wehicle. The wvehicle, bearing
regrstration number LT 63 QT 96340,
wids pssignesl for his siTicdal use, The
minider also inchusked phalegrmbie
evidence dhowing the 1legal lighs.

“Pliesee be informed that om tha secasion

Dalai Lama shuts out China,
reveals when his successor will
be chosen

Agency Mew Dl
Exiled Tibetan spaniunl lesder, the Dalal Lama, said the
l-yvear-old institotion wauld cantimes after his death,
arsd v would choose s itwre remncarmalion, -:'I'I'u-.'tn'el:.
-:::'.|;||||1i1||; Clsian from uny miele |1'.|,-.r.|['«'|1|,1inli1||_:, 1hi= 1 51h

pallery, discharged yellow gas from camsiora
and shouted slogons mbl MPs and security
personnel subduwed theon. During the
ivestigation, it was found that the accused were
linked throngh o socinl media page named
‘Hbagat Sanph FanCleh® amd had met o Mysom,
The group, which osed encrypled
commanmation  throegh e Sigeal app 1o
cocrdinnme fheir actions, acted on their plan one
and i haliyears bater

British woman’s rape: She came
thinking she was meeting o
friend, Delhi Police tells court

Dalal Lamalin ain oifiaal stelemeal releassd oi
Wodnesday, the [4ih Dalar Lansa announced that the
Craden Phodrang Trust — the efficial ofice of the Dalai
Lamn —alone will dedwle on the recogmtton of the ESih
remnesarreEbien, he prodess h:,- winch a futume Dala
Lama = 10 bg recogiased has bezn clear|y esaahiisbed n
the 24 hl.'[:lll_"'ll'l"ll.'l 2000 siarement which siaes tha
respansibility for doing =0 will rest exclusively wiih
menners of ihe Goden |'|I|||_‘||.|||1_|1 Trusd, the Office of
His Holiness the Dalai Lamn,® the Baddbzt monk snd
“They should cansult the varnous hemis of the Tibetan
Buallsest ernclitzons ondd the relinbde coth-boand Dharma
Protestors who ane Iinked insepasahly o he lnsage ol

using an umauihonsed beacon,® he
added with an nttached photo of the
vielmele ard number,

(SC/ST Digniny Conferencel,
organised by the Ubar Pradesk
Scheduled Castes wnd Scheduled

l.'l1'l1'|';':'|l'l'l val in Varannsi on June 30, 3 I lis lefter, e minester said thal o = Trobes Deveblopimsen!  Caimnifies sl
the Datai Lamas. They should accordingly carry outthe | vehiche was armanged for my wse. Sinee ;}p"l wioiiery ”': e F“”.;r |:|L ‘ II,_- 2l & S F
y R h - ! rinnt to uphold rariic mbes, ey E ni¢ allegoe i
procedures of scarch and recognition in secordance the wehicle was fited with an | Ak 2 ; e
v the M cdses invalving govermment  Bhullonpar, on the %4 birtk

with post traditon, [ bereby reiterate that the Ciaden
f'l--::q:lr:mg Tt s sole :|'.|I|||::1'il:.I 0 Fecognise the
Fisure pedncarnaison, no o ¢lse has any sech authority
to meerfere i this maner” he added. The statemenl,
relensed days before his 90th binbday on Julv &, kas far-
reaching Implications for his millions of Buddhisi
folbowers worldwide, [t olse come ns 2 message o
Houjinge, which baos I-:!|'||.1 -t-:lu__L:Ill: v comirol Tibeton
religions radiions te hghlen its gripover the rgme

The Dalsi Lema, whe fled to India in 1959 afier o fnfed
uprizing apniral Chinese rule in Lhnga, hes sinee lived
in exile alomg with thousands of Tibetans. While China
brands him o separatist and a rebel, the Dalai Lama
remanns for many n j_I||.I|'|.i|| icon of mom-vHdence.
compassion and the Tibetan struggle & preserve el
iclentiby.

Delhi HC upholds injunction

order stupping luggage-maker
VIP from usmg Car ton” mark

unauthorsed light, | did not use £
mimester’s lefter 1ssned 1o 1he Viranas:
Police Comymssioner  read ®Pleas
cnsure that o challan is issued against
this vehicle for violuling the mles by

What led to Air India crash? Pilots simulate
uc:ident, find key flaw, says report

WHAT SIMULATION FOL N I o medical college compus within
Pictwres of the wreckoge of the doomed  seconds of fakeoff in Ahmedabad,
Bocing T87 Dreambiner showed tha killing all bur ome of the 242
the flaps were in an extended position,  passengers and crew on boand, and
anel mot retracted, a5 speculated, The  onother 33 individunls whe were on
the around. The results, akmg
wiath several experl nnalvaes,
have reinforced the technigol
failure angle s ane possibio
cause of the crush.
DUALFENGINE FAILLIRE?
A avialiom experd, lommer LIS

vehicles

Aaume A was 0 Voranoes: eorler ths
week o allend ibe Anusuelsl Jaan
evin Janzan Swabhimaan Sammelan

ammiversary of sovial worker Marcredra
Kumar Shasirfle ako ntended 2
nsceting at Bansras Hindu University
{BHL

Agency New Delhi,

A comversatian on Instogran, whach sioried in
Imnury, led o Brivish woman 1o mest o laborer
at & hatel in Drelhi in March, whiere be allegedly
raped her, the Delhi Polics has said ina 109-page
chargesheet it filed bedore the coun on Mey 12,

The woitan wis aliepedly rmped on Masch 12 after
she was mulested by a housekeeping staff of the
s fcibity, wivile she wos.on o trip o Isdin, e
police have said An officer sasd the wosean, who
was visiting the country while she was allegedly
rapied, had herself booked the hefel for the man,
ihe IIE\.:IIIL\.!J'IL'“.':I\ mechng s Iriend,

“The victim said she come in contact with the
primary sccused on Insmasram in January and
Became fHends with ldow On kareh 7, she came
to Indin and stayed in Gon there nll March L1
She wanded 10 mest him, so che baoked o hegel in

Wihile !I||.-;. rEEEOH |JL-I1| ml el Lr..'l.'.l‘l of the
ill-fatedl AL 171 .'il.'l 5 vl to he
ascertained, Air India pilots re-enected
the amceafl’s paramcters moa Hight
sutiulator and adentified
techmical malfunction as a
posaille  cowse, Bloemberg
n,'-[mrl.,:n;l,qu.-ﬂin@ TR TH] e

Az part of the smalation, the
pilots Kept the landing gear
deploved and the wing Qaps

redracied. However, il was Novy pilol Coptam Steve Ih.lh:- ||'|;'r|_' he allepedly loreed himsell upon
found thnt these Schicibner, has :-.IJ;I_.',_I..”:'[L"IJ dual her,” a '|1-.1 e officer spml. The l._.I'I,,HkLI,,'..lII,.q.l wils

configurations alone would
o] e meslned i o crash

e Tndip lsas declined
comment on the findings
*Thess arg speculations, and s will
mial ber ahle b0 give any comiments al
ihis time," an Air Indin spokesperson
tslid

engine failure might be behind

gne al the worsl avialon

accsdends in lodia o soveral
diecsies,

I itervisw wath Indza fondayy, e soad
the deploymient of the ram oir wrhine
(RAT) shorily alter takeoff poimedio o
chnl eagine failure

filed 1m the cour of Amket Singh m Patialo House
Coun

The |1»:_'-|'-.:|.' s that in he -i_:|u|p,;-.'|||.'|_'l, tl'n_':r' Fve
mentioned the verston of evends given by ke
sccused. The prim: neeused works as o lnbowrer
b phass shop, According tochog records, he and
thie womun commanticaied m oo fremsdly manmer”
sand an officer.

ﬂu;l-,. o ide the exirea lift L] i ’I::.-

an aimeraft during the mke-pdT and

tanding phases whien it speed is slow,
I'he Londom=-bound arerafl crsked mia

LH LU

Agency NMew Delhi,

A division bench of the Delhi High Court on Tuesday
dismissed appeals challenging an injunciion onder
against Indian luggage manutacturer VIP Indusiries
From usitg e meark “Carlton” A division bench of
Justices (C Hari Shankar and Ajay Digpaul upheld a
single judpe’s order of July 17, 2023, ruling that
Carfwon Shoes Limited (CSL) had “gosdwill of the
CARLTON muark, a5 used by it in [India, prios to the
commencement of user of the CARLTON mark by
WP i 200G

Acsingle jodee order of July 17, 2023, dealing with
cross saits of infringement by Carhon Shoes Lid
(CSL); incomporated m UK im 1992, amd ¥IP
[ndustries had injuncted YIP from  using the
“Carlton’ mark in respect of goeds covered by Class
18 amd o repecied VIS application [or o similar

Delhi gets DGCA nod for first cloud seeding trials to tackle air
pollution; istoric achievement’, says Minister Manjinder Sirsa

(loud seeding frials will be held between August 30 and September 10. Minister Manjinder Sirsa soid the effort is port of
the Imger Envimnmeni Action Plan 2025, which aims to prepare Delhi for the winter season when air quality worsens.

vigibility of tesrain ot all times. Use o
merinl photography or videography i
basned dunng operations; and the
aireraft  mast - stoy  within  approver
airspice Olperbors muist alse conndinmt
clesely with Adr Traffic Control, repor
Ay ahiorinal Ir||.:i|,l:-._:|:1x._ :|:||,! eHsE tha

||||.'|u-.|||IE ."'|.l||lL.'.|- Bawann, Kaobine,
Burari, Pavi Sadokpur end ihe
Eumdli border.

“Foi len years, il rematped snly on
paper. We took i up, secansd all
approvala including fraom (he
DGOA. und now Delhd will fmally

elhl hos H'L'.-III'I'II.' the first stete io Dedio o
receive binnl clearance from the
Directoralz Cleneral of Civil  Aviation
(DGOCA ) for conducting cloud sesding
irjals  aimed al redocing  polletion,
acenrdEng to officwmls o the Envimonment

injmetion against CSL, Class 18 penains 1o kather
and mitations of lenther, and goods made of these
riaterials, aitd ol ipcluded n omer chisses

[n 2019, VIP had izssued & legal notice o CSL,
osljeeting w the wse of “Carlion” for bags, which VIP
glaimed to have been ||:;..i.|'|¥ fior 1% |'|:lg.-. il suiicases
and ether sech ibems since 2006,

WP had convencled st i had beew using the “Carlwon”
miark fioe lugease, or traved luggage, and enjoved the
goodwill i the smid mark for over 15 years, wherens
CAL had never wsed thee *Carlwn ' mark for luggage
1l 2014 '

Department. Enviconmest Minister
Maminder Singh Sirsa aenounced the
development on Tuesday, calling it a
“historic achievement™ and o mopor step
forwand in Delhis Fehe oagainsd
polhetion, Clowd seedmg has been spokaen
aboul for vears bual never imiplemended,
Sirsa said

ke methoed nvolves disparsing
hwproscopic particles ke sodlim chlende
bedow the cloud Inver o encourage raimfall
and Telp wash out pollutants from the
atmosphere. The trinls, ongmally plonmed
for early Julby, will now be held betweon
August 30 wmd September 10, oeer areas

The aircrafi w be

witnizss clowd seeding, " he said

used for (he
1'|'n..~r.tli.:-1| 15 a Cesny M (V-

I}, operated by the Depariment of

A rspuCe Ii:u:._:im_'q.'l i||3_.l_ al [T
Eanpur. [1is fully fited with clowd seeding
equepment and will be monned by pironed
crew with price experience i siinilay
missions Sirep sodbed  thet whle the
ariginal window approved by the DGEA
was July 4 ta 11, experts from fhe India
Meteorglogical Depariment and  ihe
Indlman Instifele of Tropionl Meteoroloy,
Pune, advised postponing the exercise.
The experis ciled that weatlier combifions

0

| I-Il-.

curing that time wene oo ideal for cloud
sapding

Biased o therr recomawendation, 1T Ranpur
and the Delln govermnment reguested a
revised schedule, now approvied for the
end of Angust 1o early Sepleniber, the
ninisler explained

The DGCA'S penmission comes with sieict
cowlationms The Illg._,;l'.l-. mizst be corelicied
maler Visual Flight Bubea (% FR). with full

i

all metivities are properly documented,
Smsa s the ¢ffort 15 pant of the lonas

Enviremmem Action Plan 2025, whicl

aims o prepiane Delhi for the winge

season when ale gualhy  wepleally
worsens, " These triaks will give us crifica
duta te fnedune and scale up clow
:-;fﬁliug efloriz laterin the viear Chir mm o
s creala e cheaner winter e Delhiines” hi
said.He also pointed out thad Delh 15 the
anly ity where both the Supreme Cour
und the Mational Green Tribunal hod &
atterviene dise 1o the poor & guality, “Tha
pressure was a result of inaction in the
sl
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maim o (Quad launches major initiative to

alestdaonmen et steady supply of critical minerals

say’s

new initiative is an "ambitious

which will support efforts to curtail illicit

AIRO. An oil-drilling ship capsized in the Gulf of l]] d ioint S[atﬁment, [l]e Quad expansion” of the Quad partnersh maritime activity, including piracy, drug
Suez, killing at least four crewmen and leaving four . . . to strengthen economic security ar trafficking, infringements on border
others missing, authorities said Wednesday. fOl’ElQﬂ ministers eXDressed collective resilience by security, and illegal, unreported, and

The drilling ship overturned Tuesday evening off the, ' ' collaborating on securing ant
city of Ras Ghareb, on the African side of the Gulf of deep concern _over the abrupt diversifying critical mineral supply
Suez, the Red Sea’s northwestern arm and a crucial o 4o d f chains.The meeting was attended |
shipping route, the Petroleum Ministry said in a constriction and future External Affairs Minister S
statement.There were 30 workers on board when the e 1151 : Jaishankar, US Secretary of Sta
drilling ship capsized, said Amr Hanafy, governor of rehablllty Of key SllDDlY Chalﬂs, Marco Rubio, AustralianyForeigr

the Red Sea province.Rescue teams recovered fo

, 1 H 1 Minister Penny Wong and he the Indo-Pacific.Later this month, the Quad
Egg;)eitsaéndh;ezgliﬁ?—lgvgaﬁ gms;sf;’gfr‘r?mgr%g‘p‘iggpeaﬁca“y f0l' Cntlcal mmerals. Japanese counterpart Takeshi lwaya. — “ will hold the second maritime legal

an ! "This new flagship initiative, i " id wi dialogue to advance efforts to uphold
navy joined the search-and-rescue efforts whiChWASHINGTON. In a significant move, the alongside the hi%h-irgpact programmes an(ﬁ;irrzccii,s;ggntggr?iﬂzl?%hathwesjr%;Arnst?gruémaritime order, the document noted.It aid
were still ongoing overnight for four missing - Quad grouping has launched an initiative taoutcomes the Quad is realising, will enablahe importance of diversified and reliable the "Quad Critical Minerals Initiative” will
crewmen.It wasn't immediately clear what caused ensyre the availability of critical minerals our four countries to bring  economic gobal supply chains. Reliance on any onétrengthen cooperation on priorities such as
the driling ship to capsize and authorities Say ynder a broader goal to strengtheropportunity and prosperity to our peoplecountry for processing and refining critical Securing and diversifying reliable supply
investigations were ongoing. Local mediareported it economic security amid concerns  overand the region,” it said.In a joint statementminerals and derivative goods productiorchains, and electronic  waste, critical
Wﬁs b(_etmg tutggeddf_(l)_L excava_m_onshm anoth((jer_ ar®a China's coercive tactics, including pricethe Quad foreign ministers expressed "deeBxposes our industries to economidMinerals recovery and re-processing."The
\évreeanclaug\ée(r;:rbneei él-zgitczps%rr%?neﬁﬁgenetialrr: ;F manipulation in the sectdihe decision on - concern” over the "abrupt constriction andgoercion, price manipulation, and supply!nitiative will expand the Quad's
oroduction site around 300 Eilometers (fé’g miled) rolling out the "Quad Critical Minerals future reliability" of key supply chains, chain disruptions, which further harm ourCoOPeration on supply chain resilience
south of the Suez Canal, the ministry said in a Initiative” was announced after a meetingspecifically for critical minerals."This economic and national security,” theymeasures for critical minerals, and we look
statement.The capsizing " didnt disrupt vessels of foreign ministers of the member nationsincludes the use of non-market policies andajg A fact-sheet unveiled at the end of théorward to coordinating with private sector
' of the grouping in the US capital on practices for critical minerals, certain meeting said the Quad is expanding’@rtners to facilitate increased

transiting through the canal, which links the Gulf of ; ; - . -t |
Suez to the Mediterranean Sea, Adm. Ossam Rabei, | U€Sday-A readout of the meeting said theferivative products, and mineral maritime law enforcement cooperation/nvestments,"itadded.

head of the canal authority, said.Rabei said in a

e Iran president gives final approval for  Mystery surrounds

Trump says Israel has : . Jeffrey Epstein filesgf’rer
ugreepd s lsrael has suspension of 1AEA cooperation US At Bond: clain< 'tens

world.Iran's President Masoud late Sunday, according to a presidency  documents showed Grossi was al

duy Ceuseflre in Guzu, UrgeS Pezeshkian has granted a finalstatement. Israelispyandshouldbeexecuted_‘E?,oT -I-housandsl Of Vldeos

approval to a law to suspengince the start of the war with Israel,has said Grossi's request to vis

H amas 1.0 acce PT d e I cooperation with the United Nations Iranian officials have sharply criticised bombed sites signalled "malign inten

" .
nuclear watchdog, state media said but insisted that no threats were posefASHINGTON. It was a surprising statement from
against Grossi or the agency's Attorney General Pam Bond| as the Tru np

inspectors.On Monday, Iranian administration promises to release more files from its
foreign ministry spokesman sex trafficking investigation of Jeffrey Epstein: The
Esmaeil Bagaei said the Iranian FBI, she said, was reviewing “tens of thousands of
parliament's decision to halt videos” of the wealthy financier “with children or chi
cooperation with the IAEA| porn."The commen, made to reporters at the White
reflected the "concern and anger House days after a similar remark to a stranger with a
of the Iranian public opinion.” | hidden camera, raised the stakes for President Donald
He further criticised the United Trymp's administration to prove it has in its possession

unregulated (fishing.lt also noted the
launch of the first-ever "Quad-at-Sea Ship
Observer Mission" this month.The
initiative is aimed at strengthening
interoperability and knowledge-sharing to
address unlawful maritime activities across

. | Wednesday."Masoud Pezeshkigg
WASHINGTON. President Donald Trump said nromulgated the law suspendi

Tuesday that Israel has agreed on terms for a 60-dayygperation with the Internationa
ceasefire in Gaza and warned Hamas to accept thtomic Energy Agency,” state TV saic
deal before conditions worsen.Trump announced theneaning the measure drawn up in t
development as he prepares to host Israeli Primggtermath of the Iran-Israel war las
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for talks at the White month is now in effect.Last week
House on Monday. The U.S. leader has beenranjan lawmakers voted in favour of M
increasing pressure on the Israeli government angjj| to suspend cooperation with thf %

Hamas to broker a ceasefire and hostage agreemeyAgA, citing Israel's June 13 attack o States and European powers for , . .
and bring about an end to the war in Gaza. the Islamicgrepublic and later strikes by . maintaining Whatphe degcribed as previously unseen compelling evidence. :
"My Representatives had a long and productive meetinghe United States on nuclearthe agency for failing to condemn the , wyyjitical approach” toward Iran's hat task is all the more pressing after an earlier
with the Israelis today on Gaza. Israel has agreed t@acilities.Earlier on Monday, strikes.Iran has also criticised the  jaar programme during his weekly docum,entdumptha_t Bondi hyped angered elements of
the necessary conditions to finalize the 60 DayPezeshkian told his French counterparyvatchdog for passing a resolution ong e s’ ‘conference.Baqaei also |"UMP's base by failing to deliver new bombshells and
CEASEFIRE, during which time we will work with - Emmanuel Macron that Tehran halted’une 12 accusing it of_non-compl|ancequestioned how the safety of IAEA 2S administration officials who had promised to unlock
all parties to end the War," Trump wrote, saying the cooperation with the UN nuclear with its nuclear obligations. inspectors could be ensured while the SUPposed secrets of the so-called government “deep
Qataris and Egyptians would deliver the final watchdog due to what he called tHen ‘Monday, France, Germany, andgytent of the damage to Iran's nuclearstate” struggle to fulfill that pledge. Yet weeks after
proposal.”l hope, for the good of the Middle East, thatagency chief's "destructive” behaviourBritain condemned what they called t5ijities -- targeted by Israel and the Bondi's remarks, it remains unclear what she was
Hamas takes this Deal, because it will not get better —towards the Islamic republic."The "threats” against the 1AEA chief (pniteq States during the 12-day war - referring to. The Associated Press spoke with lawyers
ITWILLONLY GET WORSE," he said. action taken by parliament members..Rafael Grossi after Iran rejected its emains unknown."One aspect of this and law enforcement officials in criminal cases| of
Trump's promise that it was his best and final offer mayis a natural response to the unjustified/€duest to visit nuclear facilities jss e js how to ensure the safety andEpstein and socialite former girlfriend Ghislaine
find a skeptical audience with Hamas. Even before theunconstructive, and destructive Ombed during the war.None Spemf'edsecurity of the agency's inspectors, in apaxwell who said they hadn't seen and didn't know of
expiration of the war's longest ceasefire in March, conduct of the Director General of the Which thlreats they were referring 10, gjtation where there is still no atrove of recordings like what Bondi described
Trump has repeatedly issued dramatic ultimatums tdntemational Atomic Energy Agency,” Put Iran's ultra-conservative Kayhan aecyrate assessment of the severity pfyictments and detention memos do not reference the
pressure Hamas to agree to longer pauses in thBezeshkian told Macroninaphone calfewspaper recently claimed e jamage,” he said. existence of videos of Epstein with children, and

fighting that would see the release of more hostage neither was charged with possession of child sex abuse

andareumaimoreaidocazescanpopuzes N qughter of assassinated civil rights leader Medgar EVers et cien e e sherce wood eve soen

Still, Trump views the current moment as a potential much iar 10 or than th traffickin it
turning point in the brutal conflict that has left more uch easier 1o prove than the sex trafficking counts

than 56,000 dead nthe Palestan errtony. The Caza~ SE€'S )0 inful echoes of no litical violence in America they faced.One potential clue may lie in a little-noti¢ed

Health Ministry does not differentiate between 2023 court filing — among hundreds of documents
civilians and combatants in its death count.Hamas MISSISSIPPI. More than 60 years after  of two Israeli Embassy staffers, and Abrapukes at the event, reviewed by the AP — in which Epstein’s estate was
still capable of landing fatal blows to Israeli forces. a white supremacist assassinated civil  two assassination attempts on then-  denouncing efforts by the MRrueaed to have located an unspecified number of
But U.S. officials believe that the group's been rights leader Medgar Evers, his presidential candidate Donald Trump. administration to strip the names witleos and photos that it said might contain child sex
significantly diminished as its centralized command daughter still sees the same strain Af a four-day conference celebrating activists fro“m Navy vessels, includigiguse material. But even that remains shrouded in
and control capabilities have deteriorated over thePolitical violence at work in American Evers'life just before what would havepossibly Evers.“They want to take his secrecy with lawyers involved in that civil case saying
course of the nearly 21-month conflict. Meanwhile, society.“It's painful,” said Reena been his 100th birthday on July 2, hisname off a boat because they do”taprotective order prevents them from discussing it.

Hamas' chief backer Iran was badly battered lagtEVers-Everette. “It's very painful.” daughter was joined by the daughtergvant us to have a reminder of how f o : -
month by 12 days of strikes by Israelgnd the Unitdavers-Everette was eightyears oldwhen  of slain civil rights leaders: Kefgsailed us forward,” Abrams told thatj—he filing suggests a discovery of recordings after the

. her father, a field secretary for the Kennedy, the daughter of Roberc@nference crowd.U.S. Defense Criminal cases had concluded, butif that's what Bond
States on Tehran's key nuclearfacilities.. NAACP, was shot to death in the Kenned?//, and Bettle Dahmer. @ecretary Pete Hegseth has undertakepvas referencing, the Justice Department has not said.
' driveway of his home in Jackson, daughter of civil and voting righa effort to change the names of shipbhe department declined repeated requests from the AP

US won 1’ Send some Mississippi.A few months after Evers’  activist 'den Dahmer.The 2025 and military bases that were given by to speak with officials overseeing the Epstein review.
. killing in 1963, President John F. Democracy in Acti@onvening, President Joe Biden’s Democratic Spokespeople did not answer a list of questions about
weapons pledged to Ukraine | Kennedy was gunned down. The “Medgar Evers at 100: a Legacyadministration, which often honored Bondis comments, including when and where the
deaths of civil rights leaders Martin  Justice, a Future of Change,” was hggivice members who were women, recordings were procured, what they depict and

1 1 Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X, and  in Jackson.”l just was feeling so mupkople of color, or from the LGBTQ+ ; i
fOIIOWIng a Pentugon review U.S. Sen. Igobert F. Kennedy followed  pain, and | ciidn't want any%ne elseammunity.Abrams drew parallels whether they were newly discovered as authorities|dug

f I d later that decade.Now, experts say the  have to go through that,” Kennedy baisyeen acts of radical political through their evidence collection or were known for
of milita ry ai level of political violence in America  recalling that after her father died, skéolence and the Trump SOmetimetohavebeeninthe government's possession.
over the past few years is likely the prayed for the man who killed him.atiministration's use of military “Outside sources who make assertions about materials
WASHINGTON. The U.S. is halting some shipments highest it's been since the 1960s and ~ was saying, ‘Please dont — pléaseurces against protesters in Lpsincluded in the DOJ's review cannot speak to what
of weapons to Ukraine amid concerns that its own1970s. The past year alone has seenthe  don'tkill the guy that killed him.”Téageles who were demonstrating materials are included in the DOJ's review,”
stockpiles have declined too much, officials said assassination of a Minnesota state time Georgia gubernatorial candidgenst immigration enforcement spokesperson Chad Gilmartin said in a statement.
Tuesday, a setback for the country as it tries to fendawmaker and her husband, the killing ~ and voting rights activist Stacagtions.
off escalating attacks from Russia.Certain munitions
were previously promised to Ukraine under the

Biden administration to aid its defenses during the ° ° ° ° °
more than three-year-old war. The pause reflects a u n S O e I n re e I n I I 0 n S O I e S
new set of priorities under President Donald Trump

and came after Defense Department officials
scrutinized current U.S. stockpiles and raised

([ ] ([ ] [ ] [ ]
concerns."This decision was made to put America's
interests first following a review of our nation's 0 I u e S e re I S OW I W I WO r
military support and assistance to other countries °

o

across the globe," White House spokesperson Anna

Kelly said in a statement. "The strength of the UniteWOPEKA. The US government is preparing cause the population to die out.
States Armed Forces remains unquestioned — justo breed billions of flies and dump them olit is more effective and environmentall
ask Iran."That was a reference to Trump recentlyof airplanes over Mexico and southernfriendly than spraying the pest int
ordering U.S. missile strikes against nuclear sites inTexas to fight a flesh-eating maggot. oblivion, and it is how the US and othg
Iran.Pentagon stocks of some weapons found to i¢at sounds like the plot of a horror movie,nations north of Panama eradicated t
low, official saysThe Pentagon review determined but it is part of the government's plans forsame pest decades ago. Sterile flies fro
that stocks were too low on some weapons previouslyprotecting the US from a bug that couldfactory in Panama kept the flies containg®
pledged, so pending shipments of some items won'devastate its beef industry, decimatehere for years, but the pest appearedis
be sent, according to a U.S. official who spoke on wildlife and even kill household pets. This southern Mexico late last year.

condition of anonymity to provide information that weird science has worked well before.  The USDA expects a new screwworm f
has not yet been made public.The Defensat'san exceptionally good technology,” said factory to be up and running in southe S
Department did not provide details on what specific Edwin Burgess, an assistant professor at thiglexico by July 2026. It plans to open a flls=8
weapons were being held back.So despite the succesgniversity of Florida who studies parasitesdistribution center in southern Texas by t their weekslong adult lives.

of HIV drugs and PrEP, precarious health-care in animals, particularly livestock. “It's an end of the year so that it can import and Why US wants to breed more flies

systems and high drug costs mean we can't rely orall-time great in terms of translating distribute flies from Panama if Bailey, president elect of the Americaplarmed about the fly's migration north, the
them to bring an end to the ongoing global HIV science to solve some kind of largenecessary.Flyfeedsonlive flesh Veterinary Medicine Association. US temporarily closed its southern barde
pandemic. That's why we also still need to look at problem.”The targeted pest is the flesMost fly larvae feed on dead flesh, makingeterinarians have effective treatments folin May to imports of live cattle, horsesdn
other options.America's military has never been eating larva of the New World Screwworm the New World screwworm fly and its Old infested animals, but an infestation can stilbison and it won't be fully open againh a
more ready and more capable,” spokesman Seafly. The US Department of Agriculture World counterpart in Asia and Africa be unpleasant— and cripple an animal witheast until mid-September.But female flies
Parnell said, adding that the major tax cut andplans to ramp up the breeding andoutliers — and for the American beefpain.Don Hineman, a retired westerncan lay their eggs in wounds on any warm-
spending package moving through Congressdistribution of adult male flies — industry, a serious threat.Females lay theiKansas rancher, recalled infected cattle aslalooded animal, and that includes
"ensures that our weapons and defense systems awsterilizing them with radiation before eggs in wounds and, sometimes, exposegioungster on his family's farm. humans.Decades ago, the US hay fl
modernized to protect against 21st century threats foreleasing them — so they can matemucus. “A thousand-pound bovine can bk smelled nasty,” he said. “Like rotting factories in Florida and Texas, but yhe
generations to come." ineffectively with females and over time dead from this in two weeks,” said Michael meat.”"How scientists will use fly's biology closed as the pest was eradicated.

against itThe New World screwworm fly is
a tropical species, unable to survive
Midwestern or Great Plains winters, $0 i
was a seasonal scourge. Still, the U8 an
Mexico bred and released more than 94
billion sterile flies from 1962 through 1975
to eradicate the pest, according to the
USDA.The numbers need to be large
enough that females in the wild can't help
e but hook up with sterile males for mating.
| One biological trait gives fly fighters
3 _.' crucial wing up: Females mate only onge i
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Ishan Kishan's iconic 200: The moment Shikhar
Dhawan knew his India career was over
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scored that 200, my instinct told me, alright
boy, this can be the end of your career. An
inner voice came to me. And that's what
happened. Then | remember my friends
came over to, you know, give me that
emotional support. They thought that |

would be very down. But | was chilling, |

was enjoying,” Dhawan said in an interview
with Hindustan Times.What made the
moment even tougher was that, apart from
head coach Rahul Dravid, no one from the
team reached out to him. Dhawan, however,
said he did not take it personally and that
such things were normal in professional

wl

~ Ty

the nation.However, the ministry has been
mulling revocation of that ban to ensure that

“India’s sporting ecosystem can be «Gauff suffered shock first-round exit
strengthened”.According to the new policy, .

India will promote international sports at Wimbledon 2025

emotional toll and tight turnaround didn’t
allow her to fully reset or adapt to the

No more Mr Nice Guy:
Shubman Gill needs to show
his ruthless self in
Birmingham

New Delhi. We all know what Shubman Gill
brings to the table as a batter. But now, as

caused major upsets in men's singl

helping India win its maiden badminto ?\ ,

competition in 2025.Tanvi's tournament

was bittersweet. She herself admitted afteproceedings on Centre Court on Wednesday.
the match that nervousness got the bettefr gk final match on Centre Court will feature
her in the final of the tournament. Facingp,qycanu against 2023 champion Marketa
World No. 18 Beiwen Zhang, Tanvi lost 11°\/ondrousova. Raducanu has shown signs of

Indian-origin players abroad may
now represent [ndia under new
National Sports Policy
Players of Indian origin living abroad will be
encouraged to play for the country,
according to the newly-unveiled National .
Sports Policy, also referred to as the Khelo.¢Shlkhal' Dhawan was amOI]ESt
Bharat Niti, signalling a departure from the R . .
government's earlier stance that only Indian lﬂdla S 1conic opening batlers
passport holders can represent the country. .
The ban on Overseas Citizens of India (OCI).tHe has a strong l'eCOTd f0r lndla
card holders from representing the country . lCC
in 2008 has affected India's growth in sports 11l tournaments
such as football and tennis. . ' . -
However, the 20-page Khelo Bharat Niti .tlshan KlShall S 200 n ODlS
document stated that India will seek Peace h l d l] a] . .
and International Cooperation Activities ¢iped nim realise lt was tlme tO
through Sports so that "Sports can serve as a .
powerful tool for international diplomacy Ste aSIde \.._ﬂ
and cooperation.""Wherever feasible, e . _ - sport."No, it doesn't happen that way," he
promising and prominent Indian-origin New Delhi. Shikhar Driljawans (ljntgrnatlona! grucial in keeping India amongst the title  known more for his timing and fluency, digid."Maybe | spoke to Rahul (Dravid) Bhai.
athletes living abroad may be encouraged to caifer fcﬁrr?; to alri]mait rg_ptverr] : r:ce atx't%ontenders in global events after their 2011  not quite fit into the new approach. Instd@amessaged me. Everyone has their own
come back and play for India at the Part O as ed-overs Seup, te\yqq cup triumph, even though they were  Ishan Kishan, a fearless young batter fi@#ney, and they are doing work or they are
international level,” it states."Together, flamboyant left-hander did not receive the, o110 1o add  another trophy to theJharkhand, entered the frame and maden tours, that's something very normal. We
these efforts can transform sport into 'a f|tt|ngblfa(;ewell dthat his contributions ¢apinet However, time eventually caughtup  headlines with his record-breaking do@geused to it from the age of under 14, this is
dynamic tool of cultural diplomacy and _arguably deserved. . .. with him, as it does with all athletes. The  century against Bangladesh, becomingfiethe first time | am getting dropped or
nation-building, strengthening the globalDhawan played a significant role in India’s ;4o team began shifting its focus towards ~ youngest to achieve the feat in ODIs. JBEtng in," he added.Despite the quiet exit,
Indian identity."Currently, only Indian ~White-ball success, most notably during theq ftre, giving opportunities to younger  record was later surpassed by Shubmani@igwan continues to be fondly remembered
passport holders are allowed to compete for L_C:Chcgamp'i?ns Trophy in 2013-hV\gh§3[e heplayers who had delivered standoutwho scored 208 against New Zealand irfor his iconic performances. His energy, flair
.'n']f ed as the top run-scorer W'tf % 75ru|'j|§erformances in the Indian Premier2023.At that point, Dhawan realised that hisand ability to rise to the occasion made him a
Inl lve matc .esdat an average o d i Jccreague Thagame itself was also evolving, — time in the Indian jersey was likely overfan favourite and a key figure in one of the
also maintained a ;trogg 7r§(':orODlan| qwith greater emphasis on power-hitting and  was scoring lots of 50s, | didn't score amOBt formidable white-ball batting units
tournaments, averaging 53.70 in OMCclearing the ropes with ease. Dhawan, but | scored lots of 70s. When Ishan Ki¢hdia has produced.
Cups. His consistent performances were
Wimbledon: How Roland Garros success o o st
. Alcaraz, Raducanu in 2nd round,
overwhelmed Coco Gauff to Yastremska loss ., Bovamabesis campaie
London. Defending champion Carlos Alcaraz
turnaround. Mavbe | should’ laved ! World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka will be in
Il-J| abou : ang S oulf \t:e playe ion in the second round of singles at
h omburg or Eastbourne. If that time COR{gs,h1adon 2025 on Wednesday, 2 July.
challenges of the syrface. Mentally, Iwasa around again, I'll approach it differently,isich No. 1 Emma Raducanu faces a stern
bit overwhelme_d V\{Ith eve_rythmg that came  she added.OnIy_ a handful of women hayess she plays on Centre Court, following her
exchange programmes "to allow knowledge , Ygstremska stunned No.2 seed Gauff afterwards,..| didn't feel like | had enough  managed to win the French Open @@de friend Alcaraz’s match.There is palpable
sharing, capacity building and collaborative _ ) o, R Wimbledon in the same season — the lasxcitement in the early rounds, as Wimbledon
development efforts"."Sports can serve as dn straight sets P | r': wn g oy DbeingSerenaWilliams in 2015. 2025 has already proven brutal for seeded
powerful bridge between the Indian o - helmed i - ‘r =, : Gauff's performance on the day reflected jusplayers. As many as 13 of the 32 seeded men'’s
diaspora and India, fostering enduring «brass-court fransition overwhelme f":'r T.’ J M gg\é\l drgfICL::ltarghbeetrﬁg?ltlonal?eﬁ\é\/l_eaebr;edgil sing|e5 p|ayers bowed out in the opening
emotional, cultural and social connections. Coco after French Open win e Y1, gl grass - Her usuaty reiabe se \’Eund- The casualties include World No. 3
To strengthen this bond, dedicated sportin : : - v b N . Wi’ . Dbroke down under pressure, as she fire@lexander zverev, former US Open champion
9 ' p g EeF L '1" nine double faults and struggled with i i,
events and leaques can be oraanide : L 1™ » . ¥ . 99 Daniil Medvedev, and Lorenzo Musetti in the
- 9 ganizeqq.y pelhi. World No. 2 Coco Gauff made g ) == ' . consistency throughout. Yastremska e i : i
specifically for and among the Indian , ! e P . en’s singles, while French Open champion
. : shock exit from Wimbledon 2025, falling it = — - meanwhile, looked sharp and composedy . "~ & - third seed Jessica Pegula were
diaspora. traiaht ts to Ukraine’s D 1 dictating play with her aggressive - o o .
straight sets 10 raine’s bayan ; Cj'shown the door in the women'’s singles first
FOOTBALLKEEN ON OCls . ; groundstrokes and never allowing Gauff t . ;
; . Yastremska in the first round. The : : round.The big names will be eager to sharpen
The All India Football Federation (AIFF) has : : . .. settle into a rhythm. The American had hef~~" . :
been particularly keen on allowing OCI$ American, fresh off her triumph at Roland time to celebrate and also get back intnances in the first set but couldn’t converttheir focus, with tougher challenges looming
even though there are no major names who Garros, struggled to find her rhythm onit...It's the first time I've come off awin and and from there, the match quickly slippedn the coming days.Alcaraz will not take his
can be considered for India even if the ban is 9r2SS: 10sing 7-6 (7-3), 6-1 in just over arhad to play at Wimbledon...I definitely out of her hands.With her Roland Garrogecond-round opponent, 21-year-old British
rovoked.In tennis. Prakash Amritrai — son  1oUT- It was a disappointing outing for thelearned a lot about what | would andcrown still fresh, many had hoped Gauffqualifier Oliver Tarvet, lightly. The Spaniard,
of the lecendary Viiay Amritrai — vvjas one 20-year-old, who is yet to make it past thewouldn't do again,” Gauff said during the could attempt the rare and historic double —who is aiming for a hat-trick of titles at SW19,
f gI y Vi) %/US J t hold fourth round at the All England Club.Justpost-match press conference.The Americainning both the French Open andsur\{lved a massive scare in t.he opening round
oﬁsetv%rz Fr:ori?men o) pasdsic:olrd olders w4 ee weeks after liting her maiden Frenchalso reflected on her scheduling andWimbledon in @r’]e same season. But aagainstveteran Fabio Fognini.
affected by the banon card holders. Open title, Gauff confessed that thequestioned whether she should have skippe'El‘Story shows, it's a feat that has evadeanwhile, Sabalenka, who cruised through her
whirlwind of winning in Paris, the lack of Berlin — a grass-court warm-up — ang denerations of top players. Only six womerfirst-round match, will take on lower-ranked
celebration, and the abrupt transition tospent more time training instead.l only'n e Open Era have ever done it withvarie Bouzkova. She is scheduled to open
: ; Serena Williams being the last in 2015. For
grass left her overwhelmed andpracticed two days. | danusually like t0 Gyt that dream will have to wait, but h
underprepared. She admitted that thelay the week before, but it's a quick gmbitions remain sky-high. '
Part Sai Sindhu, 1 ld Tanvi
art Saina, part Sindhu, 16-year-old Tanvi
[ ] [ ]
captain, he must shed the ‘poster boy’ tag Shﬂ rmﬂ Sets Slghis On 0 Iymplc glory
and step into the role of a predator — leading
the pack as India look to level the series i . .
the gecond Test at Birmingham.Simply putr}\l(':‘W.D(_Z‘Ihl'She Is made out c_>f the b.?St parts ¢
India’s chances hinge on how well Gill can ?2,'1@?sﬂzmg!sac%i;vp??kd?gé-ggﬁg k;: o
fnr;;%rscgt hali dVI(')sflfoer;,ashﬁmcizeopaht;?stlcigl his disciple's silver-medal finish at the =i
’ gimp recently concluded US Open 2025. Par @\
moments in the first Test. They started : ¥ ol o YOHEL
. e “" Tokyo Olympics and gold at thejRbl i3] o TUNEL -
strongly, posting three centuries in the first . - 21, 21-16, 10-21.Hours after her final, whe . .
inningsy ngshab% Pant dazzled in the second COmMonwealth Games, was immensel the adrenaline rush had passed, Tanr\]ﬁtronger form in 2025, but she faces a serious
TS, - ! roud of his voung protge's performance i - ¢hallenge against Vondrousova, who recently
innings alongside KL Rahul. But ultimately. p young protge's p ! reflected on her game and told this masthea
' ' the Super 300 tournament.When praise or that she should have minimised heron the Hylo Open WTA500 tournament. The
coach, you sit up and take notice. unseeded Indian shuttler, known mainly f6There were a lot of unforced errors, and [2St three meetings, including a hard-court
"Actually, with Tanvi, | wanted to combine her exploits in junior badminton categories,need to work on them and also on mymatch earlier this year.Elsewhere, 12th seed
both Indian legends. When she is on courtgunned down several top stars in the senicendurance,” Tanvi said.But the loss in drances Tiafoe will kick off play on Court 1
she is like Saina Nehwal — she is tricky.Circuit to reach the final of the tournament.  Super 300 final does not take away fronrRgainst local favourite Cameron Norrie, in
aggression and is top level globally. So, Iguard in almost every single match andcoming from a modest family irNaomi Osaka will also be in action on Court 2.
wanted Tanvi to learn the good points fromreached the final of the tournament withoutHoshiarpur, Punjab, Tanvi's goal this yeaiShe is set to face World No. 81 Katerina
both players," Park told IndiaToday.in.Thelosing a single game. Tanvi became one halfvas to graduate from junior competitions toSiniakova, fresh off a stunning upset of 5th
coach's high praise came after the 16-yeanf India's incredible success story at the U$laying the final of a major senior seed Qinwen Zheng.

come in his captaincy tenure.India had their who guided PV Sindhu to bronze at th
that magnitude comes from such a seasoneécently concluded tournament. Theunforced errors. Czech star has beaten Raducanu in two of their
She’s also like PV Sindhu — she plays witkn aggressive Tanvi caught her opponents ofvhat she had achieved in the last weekvhat promises to be a closely contested battle.
old Tanvi Sharma went on a rampage in th®©pen where 20-year-old Ayush Shettytournament.
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it was the bowling unit that fell short —

sxaamancz Sanju Samson to (SK RR might want Jadeja or
Ashwin in return, says ex-opener

India’s defeat in the first Test wasn't just about
Dhruv Jurel, a reliable wicketkeeper-batter,

missed chances on the field. It was a case of
P has impressed at the international level, while
|

New Delhi Former India opener Aakash Chop
has acknowledged media reports suggest F
that Sanju Samson has attracted trade inte - i -~
from multiple Indian Premier Leagu
franchises — most notably Chennai Sup
Kings — ahead of the IPL 2026 season.Chop

who is now a celebrated cricket pundit, said e : hﬂ
would be keen to see how Rajasthan Roy:_ ; 7 f.ﬁ
respond to such offers, particularly il"' e F
I i i
R d}

muddled planning and a lack of tactical

clarity. Yes, those dropped catches could

have altered the game’s course. But with the
14-year-old sensation Vaibhav Suryavanshi
emerged as a breakout performer in IPL 2025.
In the latter stages of the season, Vaibhav

bowling attack India had, more could — and
should — have been done.Take, for .tAS many as Six

opened the batting with Yashasvi Jaiswal, with
Samson moving to the middle order.With

example, Prasidh Krishna and Mohammed
Samson now settling into the opener’s role in

Siraj persistently using hit-the-deck
deliveries on a pitch that offered swing.
After repeated failure, it was the captain’s
responsibility to step in and change the
approach. But that didn’t happen.Captainc . - k
isprﬁ)ot just about handing ou'!O iFr)wstructiF())ns id tggK”;g;223?2&?9“&?‘:};?&'3%iﬁtci’éesm'a' move to
s shut g . G TS (K o roportdly et R s ks e
vision, rather than relying on spurts of - like Ravindra Jadeja in exchange.According to . _ Amid the speculation, Chopra noted that Samson
individual srilfarien, e frivss srady [cer upprouched Rmus’[hun PTI, as many as six Rajasthan Royals D'?yefﬁmes_ have been discussed. Rajasthan maypuld be a natural successor to MS Dhoni as a
towalk that fine line. quickly : have drawn interest from rival franchisesyant either Ashwin or Jadeja in return. It's wellwicketkeeper-batter at Chennai Super Kings —
e for Sanju Samson during the early stages of the trading windowwithin their rights to ask, if the trade everafranchise in search of along-term replacement
Controlled aggression, bring outthe aura which opened on 4 June — a day after the 202fyogresses that far," Chopra said on hifor their iconic captain.CSK, who finished
Gill shouldn’t hesitate to crack the whip when Samson has b IPL final — and will remain open until a week YouTube show.Samson has been the face of thettom of the table in IPL 2025, had signed
needed. It's about making the right calls, and «-20MSON NS DEEN before the 2026 players’ auction. Following theRoyals since rejoining the franchise in 2018Jrvil Patel — an uncapped wicketkeeper-batter
if that means showing aggression, so be it. Raiasthan Rovals’ k auction, the trading window will reopen andafter a two-season stint with Delhi Capitalsfrom Gujarat — as a replacement player.
ajasthan Royals” key close again exactly one month prior to the stapajasthan made him their first-choice retentionThough he impressed alongside youngsters
of the new season.Will this trade happen? CSKaying Rs 18 crore to keep him ahead of thayush Mhatre and Dewald Brevis in the latter
have expressed interest, but they havenhega auction last year.However, the team nohalf of the season, questions remain over his
reached the stage of talks where potential tradigids itself with a wealth of batting options. readiness to fill Dhoni’s shoes.

Rajasthan Royals
players receieve trade
interest

discussions with CSK materialise. He not

notably during the IPL when he reacted with
visible frustration after his dismissal against
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

We've seen flashes of that side of him,
player since 2018
o Al BN o o0 ©
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Neha Dhupia Has A Cute
Nickname For Birthday Girl
Rhea Chakraborty

L

At
Cmy - |
-::-||'9."|-.|,||.||1 aciresses MNeha |'}||-.|'|:qi| aml Rhca
Chakraborty share g srong boedd, Although
basth have been recently involved in 3 series of
confrontatiaes, arguments and disagreements on
the MTY reality show Roadics Doable Cross, theis
friendship didn®t ke the back scai nmid thess
fensions. Un July 1 as Rhea tumed & wear older,
Meho mads & cutcsy post to mark her special
day, Tnkimg 1o her Instogram stones, Meha Dhupia
shared o phoio of Bhen Chakraborty nepertedly
from the sets of their necent pryject fogether,
IFresscel ima brown-hoed co-ord =g, the Jalehi
aetress looked gorgeons. Sharing the phote, 1he
Chup Chup Ee star captioned 1t as “Happy birthday
Drally fmiehsza chaksxhorty this is woeu for me
always. .. lowelove bowe,™
The 33-woar-old was also seen carmving Neha Dhupia
and Angad Bedi’s son Gurigh in her anms while
flzshing hes brightess simile. The baby boy loeked
atdorable in a red attire wamed with tiny teeny
snenkers. Talking aboul the same, the doting
Ry mentoned, " Also I1:||r::.- [ cling cxtra
L'.:ll-:nln:h:i'l.'r.' incelehrate.™
Earher, high I:J:h|1r|;5 the bomds she mndeon the show,
Meha dropped o video on Instagram. 1 featured
hearifell moments of the velran siar posing with
oihers righl from the sefs of the show, Alongside
this, ahe |"-|.:|'||'||.'|J an emotecnal mede thal Gan be resd
as “Lindl we mweey again... Bye for now, Here's o

Suffers Serious Nose Injury While
Shooting Upcoming Action Thriller

alathy Sl s Knoown for ghving herall o ber rodes, amd ber nexn action filin i

i dhiffigrent, While preparmg for the intense action scenes, the sctress ended

up |5.|.":Ii:'|'__' hossebl dur:r‘:g. o lawe I:iE'!'lli st feliearsal. & sounce peverlod that
hae beokis her pose while training with minchocks for ber upeoming thaller,

Bt Akahy, being the trooper she s, dida™ et e injury stop her, Speaking abog it, she
told JAME. "Pain i temporary. Cinema is forever. Mow [ really look Tike an action
heroine. The might 1 god huart [ was shosting for a remantic concept music video the
nexd day so bebween the romance [ was sitting with an ce pack for the swelling and
v s boads of makeup o coverit”

Thoweh mot march has been shared absous the film et isiders say Adah will be doing
somie kever-soen-heforeaction init. This film is expected to go beyond what she did
i O oemam@nades ¥ anad 3

Besides the action thnfler, Adah s alse besy with other projects. Bhe’ll be playang a
Drewy in @ tridoesal film dorected by BM Girirn) and 15 retorming weth Reets Sanival
Season 1. There's albao
Gk ol her signeng a
big hormor film whers
ahe will play the
lend, Talking ahout her
work, Adoh shared, *1
mr very lorhmate o
be gerting the
Gppariuniy o |1|.'|3.-
auch amazing roles
and work with such

the sl omes @runny i_-".'i]:\'.'\.-ll'l'__'lilu -'-n:'r.lriu.l.'l:rl.:lm|.1
e lvish_wvaday @rhea_chakraborty
fewelcometoganthameily Emtyroadies."Soon
rcacting o this, Rhean mentioned, “Will miss this
journey,” further cementing her byve apd dedication
" S - toheérco-warkers
O he MTY reality show, Boadies Xk, both Meha
ikl Rhen wene amongst the gang leaders, They
have shewrcnsedd their strnfegic ;_g.lmn.-pl.ll.- |.1||r|'|;._a1ll-.'
inbense tsks, amid several mstances of Flg,'hl.:-; with
words, | |1n_||,|:_'|1|||:I e sesson., ther Fing were afse
I'-::-urul divided HII|'Ir\II.Ir|iI'I:|1 !|'|-L'ir r.,':xpp-.:li.'.n.'
lesdershup stvbes amd gameplay,

Game Changer Producer Opens Up
s s pesible | On Ram Charan Starrer’s Failure:
creative filmmakers | II:'I.]']I_'HIEI"I: [}u_]' LETES WEI'E [hrﬂ'r

falented filmniakers,
Lrorvies like *The
Kerala Story' or
fictional ones like
ReztaSanyval, will do
my hest to make i os

arcofferng mee such varicd rokes.”
Adlah Shanmn s an lndwn aceress known for her waork tn both Hindi and Telage (il g =
She began her acting journoy sfter completing school and made a strong debat with y 'ﬂ
the 2008 horeer film F930, where she played the role of a pogsessed woman. The
filmm was a hit, and her performance eansed hera nesminatien for the Fibm fare Awiar
for Best Femeale Debat.

P

Adter guming attention in Bollywood. especially wath the rovantic comedy Hasce |
Toh Phases in 2014, Adah stepped into South Indian cinemin, She played the lead i '|'-| |
the Telwgy flm Flear Adtsck the same vebr ond contivued her success with rokes in I| [T 1 il Il
S0 Satvanarthy (2005 ) und Kshanam {200 63, In 2023, she took on one of her miost |” | |I'|[ - a
tnlked-about roles as the lead in The Kernla Story " I Al

Gome Changer flopped af the box office, deeply
impacting producer Shirish, but he naw plons o new

- .

wim Chisran and Ko Advan s Game l:.'l'l..'ln.|_.'¢r

wek ane ol the most anticiputed projects, b

the filim's Fute lefl the entine movie mdastng in

@ state of shock, Twa recent intersetion, the Tilms

produeer, Shirish, wha is also il Raju’s Brother,

opened ap about the big-badget movie’s box office
Eai lume, i85 altervmath, ard the impoect i1 had oo ihem

In an interview with Gireal Andhbin, Shinsh spoke

about the ancertainty thal people i the showhae

imcustry Brice witls, While dascussing films like

areena Bapoor Bhon faced brutal socinl media trollimg and targeting after nn antreder nitacked her hushand,
sail Al Kl ot his apartment in Jameacy this vear, Cheesnons were askad abowl the aciress” whersabouls
luring thee Lime of the mcident, while others mised concems aboul tha intensily and asthbonticity of the aiinck

on the actor, Despite all the comiments, Bebo decided sot to fenet o thei in the poblic dominm, Mew, months after Sunkrunthiki Vasthmain snd Came Changer, which
Suif retumed from the Hospatad, Kareena, during an interview, recalled the e ovent and exprossaed her were released just days apart, he shared, “Everyone
T i ! e . : g 0
shaappoantment with some of the vicious remarks mpde aboul ber and ber Bmily durmg that shiflicault e, knows how nsky the LT business '_5-_]'|-"r
particalarly abowt where she was after Saifwas attacked example. look ot Sankrandhik Vasthunom and CGame
CKareena questioned the medin coverage of Saif's attack and expressed concerns aboat the type of content the Changer, With Game Chonger, e l"""!'ﬂhﬁ tur ||1'-"‘
audience 15 mgesting ard receving, Speaking o Barklea Dutt, <he smd, 10 was utter garbagee, 1dom ™ want s be were over. We gol hope from -‘"“}'”“"-“”"“
ARGy SI0CT 115 A egiive Vasthunam, Our lives changed within four days. Bf

wier clacdn ‘1 hawee thiat, think of our situadiom now ™

He furthier opened up abowt how me one seached oat 19
them afier the debacle of the logh-budget movie,
“When Cinme Changer ffopped, did the Bera come
aned help ust Did the direcior come and help us! Mo
erne evien dsked us lnw we were |.||.|i||.£._ e ol ol

cmotien, but 1'm
saddened hy what
huminity has come 1o, 15
this the type of
corsumgtion that people
aciually wart? 1 sliis whing
WC NS Eolg o glve
them? Are you going o
praise other people’s
grief?"“Thet is whai
makes ime sad. [s this the |
digital age we are talking
about? Because lsmsnity
is so much more than
simply consumption,”
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