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Al teaching tools not a
panacea, but can be a
force multiplier

Long after the printing press arrived, we started
using books for learning. In modern times,
teachers began using projectors, smartboards, and
tablets in classrooms as the technology evolved.
Now, artificial intelligence has entered this long
lineage of tools. But if history is any guide,
pedagogy—and not the latest technology—moves
the needle in learning. Good teaching methods
always centred on how instructors engaged
students, not the tools.Studies of technology in
classrooms across decades offer a cautionary
insight. Tools alone rarely boost learning. You
need the proper pedagogy around them. A large-
scale meta-analysis of 67 studies on English
language teaching found that digital technology
had a strong positive effect compared with
traditional teaching without tech. That is
promising. Yet, another review into computer-
assisted learning from China found meaningful
outcomes only when the content was personalised
and integrated into teaching, not just presented
through devices.Another recent study assessed Al
support tools that provided personalised guidance,
adaptive quizzes and real-time feedback. The
students reported better time management and
improved performance. In other words, Al tools
delivered value when embedded in active learning
strategies, not when left to replace them.

Similarly, another study showed improved
knowledge, skills, self-confidence and
satisfaction among learners when teachers used
technology tools in well-designed learning
environments, including social interaction and
feedback. A pattern emerges here. Tech is a
multiplier—but only with good teaching design.

Higher-education surveys show educators and
students recognise that Al should assist, not
supplant, teachers. We cannot automate human
qualities such as critical thinking, creativity and
ethical reasoning. Teachers remain vital mentors,
problem-solvers, and emotional anchors. A recent
initiative at IIT Delhi reflects this. Even as 80
percent of students use generative Al tools, the
institution emphasised Al literacy, ethical training,
and mandatory disclosure of Al wusage in
assignments.Students perform better when
learning becomes active rather than purely
didactic. Active learning techniques involve
engaging students in solving problems, discussing
ideas, and collaborating. Al platforms can support
active learning. For example, intelligent tutoring
systems, which give step-by-step practice and
targeted feedback, have moved students from the
50th to the 75th percentile on learning tests.

Feedback matters. Student achievement improves
significantly when technology-rich learning
environments include explanatory feedback (not
just grading). That requires careful teaching
design. Al that merely assesses is less effective
than Al that helps students understand why they
made an error.It is tempting to imagine Al as a
cure-all. Yet research cautions that screen-based
learning can undercut deep comprehension. A
recent neuroscience study found that 10-12 year
olds retain meaning better on paper than from
screens. Page turning and writing create neural
engagement that digital formats often don’t. And
at its worst, technology can distract. Gamified
learning, despite high enthusiasm, usually shows
weak test performance gains. The warning here is
that entertainment alone isn’t enough for effective
learning IIT Delhi’s Al committee offers a real
case in balancing innovation and pedagogy. They
surveyed more than 500 academic community
members. While Al tools helped simplify
concepts, educators insisted on systemwide
policies for usage disclosure and fairness. Al
adoption surveys show teachers value Al for
efficiency but demand that critical thinking and

The Election Commission of India assessed the

Speaking truth to Pawar

A young IPS officer has set an example by standing firm against Maharashtra Deputy (M

MAHARASHTRA Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar is

like the proverbial cat with nine lives. The BJP-Shiv Sena
government (2014-19) accused him of siphoning off
funds when the Congress-NCP (Nationalist Congress
Party) alliance was in power. Pawar had served as the
state Water Resources and Irrigation Minister from 1999
t0 2009. Later, he was given the clean chit in the irrigation
scam.In 2023, he jumped ship with some of his
supporters, originally from the NCP, and formed a
splinter group that extended support to the BJP.

Recently, the Deputy CM found himself in trouble after a

young IPS officer, Anjana Krishna, posted as SDPO
(Sub-Divisional Police Officer) at Karmala in Solapur
district, got the better of him. She recorded her
conversation with Pawar, showing him in an extremely
poor light. He tried to squirm out of the spider’s web but
got inextricably entangled.

The Mahayuti government, led by Devendra Fadnavis, had

ordered that sand mining of riverbeds in the state would
not be permitted without the written nod of the designated
district revenue officer. Pawar’s faithful followers, like
those of other important politicians in the state, presumed
that all laws and rules framed by parties in power could be
broken by those who owed allegiance to the ruling
alliance.As the Police Commissioner of Thane in 1981, I
was ‘requested’ by a Congress MLA close to then Chief
Minister, AR Antulay, to desist from raiding distilleries
manufacturing illicit liquor! I politely pointed out to the
gentleman that the laws were enacted by his own party
and not by the police. If his party wanted the illicit liquor
business to flourish for whatever reason, he needed to
approach his own party bosses to abolish the prohibition
law that required the police to prevent distillation in the
interest of people’s health.As the Police Commissioner, |
was duty-bound to implement the government’s policies.
After leaving my office, the MLA told anxious police
inspectors awaiting his signal that they had been saddled
with an ‘insane’ boss who believed that laws instituted by
legislators were sacrosanct!Ajit is not the only senior
politician to browbeat ‘government’ servants, who are
actually ‘public’ servants. There were fewer upstarts
among the politicians in the early years of my service. In
fact, the very first one I encountered was in my 11th year
of service when [ was given the charge of Superintendent
of Police, Poona city. A year later, a commissionerate was
formed in Poona (Pune). The state’s Home Minister,
Balasaheb Desai, issued verbal orders to the
Commissioner “not to fire” at miscreants who had
resorted to looting and burning during a communal clash.

That order conveyed down the line was ignored by me on

the second day of the clashes when the riots escalated.
That was what finally saved the police from ignominy.

s,

When an inquiry into the riots was instituted, the
minister, of course, was not prepared to admit to his
verbal instructions. His first instinct was to protect his
own skin.Anjana Krishna was very polite while talking to
the Deputy CM on the phone of one of his supporters,
who had got in touch with him. She asked Pawar to call
her on her own mobile phone so that she could be sure that
it was the Deputy CM himself who was ordering her to
permit sand mining of riverbeds, thus ignoring written
orders of the government.Ironically, the state
government is encouraging builders to redevelop even
well-constructed and perfectly safe buildings as part of

from riverbeds. If regulations are in place to prevent such
sand mining, loopholes are left by empowering lesser
officials to bypass the rules.Coming back to the young
officer who bested a powerful politician, I must give her
credit for turning the spotlight on a disturbing
phenomenon. Powerful politicians force ‘meek’
bureaucrats and police officers to disregard the laws
which they themselves have passed to lull gullible people
into believing that they have public health and safety
uppermost in their minds. Actually, what they really seek
is an avenue to generate funds needed to get the votes that
will keep them in power as long as possible.

its development agenda. The fact is that ‘eviction” of Anjana seems to have her wits about her. I would never have

residents, even those like me who are awaiting passage to
the next world, is a cruel act, based sometimes on the
needs of larger families, but more often on sheer greed.
The neglect of the old and infirm is intrinsic to this mad
rush to redevelop buildings which do not call for such a
step.The state government does not seem to care for the
health of citizens, especially the very young, the very old
and the sick, who have to endure the steep rise in
pollution levels caused by the razing of buildings and the
construction activity that follows. It does not think about
nature’s revenge when sand is mined indiscriminately

thought of recording the conversation with any politician,
high or low. I do not know how she managed that, but
whatever people may say about her methods, the end in
this case did justify the means. Politicians seeking to bully
officials will now be put on notice.

Anjana’s career must be followed closely. If she continues to

adhere to the Constitution and worship at the altar of
justice and rule of law, keeping away from the temptations
that are bound to come her way in the police service, she
would do a great service to the IPS and the people of this

great country.

Credible voter List essential, national SIR must be inclusive

The exercise must remain strictly administrative, and the courts must pitch in to ensure that political messaging does not stray into ideological territory. Migrants also need consideration

preparedness for a nationwide Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls last week. The
exercise, necessary to keep the voter list accurate,
must be handled with care and fairness to strengthen
confidence in the electoral process. Bihar’s recent
experience serves as a cautionary reminder of the
consequences of a rushed exercise being perceived as
mismanaged. The revision also became a political
flashpoint, with the focus shifting to citizenship
verification. The opposition claimed that the
citizenship of large groups of voters from the border
districts was being questioned. The matter even
reached the Supreme Court. Public arguments
between political leaders and the commission
widened the trust deficit. What should have been a
routine administrative process ultimately dented the
institution’s credibility. The lesson is clear: transparency
and consultation are essential. Political parties, state
governments and the electorate must be taken into
confidence before new procedures are introduced. The
commission should announce future SIRs in states much

in advance, along with clear timelines, a list of accepted
documents, and accessible grievance redress systems.
Two matters in particular require clarification: whether
citizenship verification applies nationwide or only in the
border states, and the precise set of documents required to
prove identity, residence, and citizenship. Timing also
matters; in states where assembly elections are due in

academic integrity remain human mediated.

BARELY had the dust settled on Rahul Gandhi’s
Voter Adhikar Yatra in Bihar that Gen Z youth
staged protests in neighbouring Nepal and
overthrew its government. The leaderless Nepalese
protestors expressed their disgust at corruption, the
government’s authoritarian ban on social media
and a lack of concern for youth aspirations and
public welfare. They targeted the ‘nepo kids’, the
children of the rich who led an extravagant
lifestyle, while the ordinary youth suffered.In
Bihar, Rahul’s yatra pushed the issue of democratic
accountability in the people’s court, even as Bihari
boys spouted the slogan of ‘padhaai-kamaai-
dawaai’— education, employment and healthcare.

The similarity of issues, the timing and the
geographical proximity of a state and a nation lead
to several questions about resentment of the youth
against indifferent rulers. Can we understand the
churn in Bihar politics through the prism of the
Nepal protests? Have unemployment and widening
inequality, combined with democratic backsliding,
emerged as decisive factors in tipping the political
scales? And what lessons does poll-bound Bihar
draw from the upheaval in the
neighbourhood?Drawing on three years of
ethnographic work in an urban gali in Patna, [ have
gathered accounts of ordinary Bihari youth’s
struggle to avert unemployment. Youth
unemployment has been very high in Nepal —
quoted to be upwards of 20 per cent— whereas it is
claimed to be on the decline in Bihar and now
stands at 10 per cent. Yet, Bihari youth find it hard
to overcome the odds, with no opportunities for
meaningful education in rural areas. They flock to

Despair, desperation over jobs in Bihar

The state’s youth find it hard to avert unemployment due to lack of opportunities

urban galis in Patna, where low-cost
coaching centres proliferate. These
centres lure subaltern aspirants with the
guarantee of success in bharti
(recruitment) for government jobs. The
centres are run in the name of their
‘sirs’ — Bipin sir teaches English to §
rustic Biharis, Guru Rahman promises
daroga bharti and Goswami sir offers
coaching in ‘sampoorna ganit’ i.e.
‘entire mathematics’. In the same gali,
Samrat Ashok sir claims his lineage
from the legendary Maurya dynasty
ruler and offers a ‘dhamaka bumper’
offer for his course pack — what was
earlier priced at Rs 3,500 is now
offered at Rs 500, exhorting students to
enrol fast.The king of the gali,
however, is Khan sir, a ‘youth icon’ |
who teaches with a pronounced
vernacular accent, has his own
YouTube channel and leads youth
protests against paper leaks in exams
for government recruitment. Over a thousand
students sit through his lectures every evening,
while many more sit outside the classroom and pay
attention to him on TV screens. Others simply hang
around to beg for photocopies of his lecture notes as
they cannot afford even the ‘low fees’ for coaching.
I'am told that there are millions of ‘online’ students
who attend Khan’s lectures on their mobile phones
as they cannot afford the cost of living in Patna.
Dealing with unemployment is being accepted as an
individual responsibility in Bihar (and elsewhere in

oY

India). Even as public sector employment is
shrinking in neo-liberal India, its lure persists. It is
seen as the only way out of the desperation of rural
lives, immersed in hopeless agriculture.The
coaching ‘sirs’ themselves are unemployed young
men of a senior generation, who are selling hopes to
ordinary youth in a mad scramble for government
jobs. Coaching is their self-employment and only
avenue for self-respect in a society that stopped
offering social mobility opportunities a long time
ago. Hopelessness, joblessness and desperation are
all being managed in this informal coaching

2026, the commission must not hurry through the
revision, providing enough time for corrections
and objections. Schedules hurried through only
raise suspicion and make it harder for voters to
protect their rights. Publishing the list of
documents beforehand is especially important in
rural and border regions, where sudden demands
can create chaos and resentment.States such as
Assam, West Bengal, and Jammu & Kashmir
require special sensitivity. Here, demographic
issues are politically charged, and any hint that the
SIR is linked to partisan narratives could inflame
tensions. The exercise must remain strictly
administrative, and the courts must pitch in to
ensure that political messaging does not stray into
ideological territory. Migrants also need
consideration. Millions of workers move seasonally and
may be at risk of exclusion. Adequate notice and holding
the revision during lean months when migrants return
home are essential safeguards. Ultimately, the measure of
success is not just technical accuracy, but whether the
process produces an inclusive and credible voter roll.

enterprise as a project of hope for youth
aspirations.The critical difference
between Nepali and Bihari youth is the
missing climate activist, the rapper, the DJ
in the Patna gali. Instead, Bihari youth are
drawn to markets built on the promise of
success — a phenomenon in which poor
people themselves accept the retreat of the
State and rely on shadow markets to lead
themon.

Political protests, even over genuine issues
concerning the youth such as contractual
entry into the Army as Agniveers, are
perceived as risky ventures for
unemployed Bihari youth. There is a
chance that they will be arrested and get
‘bad character’ certificates from the
police, rendering them permanently
unemployable. Better to bear the
ignominy and run the mile every morning
as part of physical training necessary for
bharti.

Before the break of dawn, I visit Patna’s
Gandhi Maidan — the city centre and nerve centre
of its political history, replete with poetic calls for
‘singhasan khaali karo, janata aati hai’ — lines of
Rashtrakavi Dinkar which became the rallying cry
for anti-Emergency youth crusaders in 1975-77.
There, I find thousands being trained by physical
training coaches. Many young aspirants jog
barefoot in the race for employment. No songs, no
poets and no time for the politics of protests for
these Bihari youth. And Nepal is not even a ‘guess
question’ in the coaching textbooks there.
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Japanese agency upgrades
India’s sovereign rating to
BBB-+

MUMBALI .(Agency)

Japanese credit rating agency -- Rating and Investment
Information, Inc. (R&I) -- has upgraded India’s long-
term sovereign credit rating to ‘BBB+’ from ‘BBB’,
while retaining the “Stable” Outlook for the Indian
economy.This is the third such upgrade by a
sovereign credit rating agency this year, following
S&P’s upgrade to ‘BBB’ (from BBB-) in August 2025
and Morningstar DBRS’ upgrade to ‘BBB’ (from
BBB (low)) in May 2025, reaffirming India’s position
as one of the most dynamic and resilient major
economies in the world.As per R&I’s India sovereign
rating review published today, the ratings upgrade is
supported by India’s position as one of the world’s
largest and fastest-growing economies, underpinned
by its demographic dividend, robust domestic
demand, and sound government policies.R&I in its
report recognises the progress in fiscal consolidation
by the Government, driven by buoyant tax revenues
and rationalisation of subsidies, and manageable
level of debt along with high growth. It also
highlights India’s strengthened external stability,
reflected in modest current account deficit, stable
surpluses in services and remittances, low external
debt-to-GDPratio, and sufficient forex cover.

The agency further stated that the risks associated with
the financial system remain limited.“While the
government has been increasing capital expenditures,
it has managed to reduce the fiscal deficit thanks to
the tax revenue increase backed by the strong
domestic demand as well as the cut of subsidies”, the
agency noted in its statement.The recent increase in
tariffs by the US was acknowledged as arisk factor by
the agency, however, it observed that India’s limited
reliance on U.S. exports and its domestic demand-
driven growth model will contain the impact. Further
it observed that while the GST rationalisation will
result in revenue losses, the negative impact will
likely be offset to some extent by the stimulation of
private consumption.The agency also praised the
policies of the administration of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi aimed mainly at attracting foreign
manufacturers to India, developing infrastructure,
institutionalizing the legal framework to improve the
business environment, reducing the reliance on
energy imports and ensuring economic security.

Gold price to touch Rs
2lakh/10 gm What Jefferies’
Chris Wood said

CHENNAI .(Agency)

New Delhi: The rally in gold prices is still ongoing as
the geopolitical and geoeconomic uncertainty is still
looming over the global landscape. Chris Wood,
Global Head of Equity Strategy at Jefferies, raised
his long-term gold forecast, projecting the rise of the
yellow metal crossing $6600 per ounce in the
upcoming year. This could mean that the gold
crossing is beyond Rs 2 lakh per 10 grams as per the
current currency exchange rate.

Gold Price Target

In the report Greed and Fear, Wood opined that based
on historical rates clubbed with rising per capita
income of US households, gold could sustain this
long-term upward trend. His revised projection
comes just as gold touched a record high of $3,700
per ounce ahead of the Federal Reserve’s policy
decision. The current price stands at near $3600, and
Indian spot prices are at around Rs 112,845 per 10
grams.He is known for making predictions on the
gold prices and has a long track record of it. In 2002,
he made a projection and set a target of $3400 per
ounce that was achieved by gold only after 23 years.
That estimate was based on the 1980 peak price of
$850 per ounce, adjusted for US per capita income
growth of 6.3 percent annually. The projection made
by him has steadily risen over time from $4,200 in
2016 to $5,500 in 2020 and now $6,600 in 2025.

As per his views, he said if gold could once again
account for 9.9 percent of US per capita household
income, as it had happened at the height of the 1980
bull market, the price could align with his new
projection. He, reportedly, has maintained a heavy
allocation to gold in his Greed and Fear portfolio,
holding 40 percent since 2002, later reduced from 50
percent in 2020 when Bitcoin was introduced into his
mix.

Revised charges for Atal
Pension Yojana, NPS and
UPS from October 1: Know
the list

Kolkata.(Agency)

Atal Pension Yojana (APY), National Pension

System (NPS) and the newly introduced Unified
Pension Scheme (UPS) constitute almost the
entire pension universe in this country. Pension
Fund Regulatory and Development Authority
(PFRDA) is the body that has been entrusted with
the responsibility of regulating this crucial sector.
PFRDA has recently communicated a fee
structure. These will
be applicable for
services delivered
by Central
Recordkeeping
Agencies (CRAs)
under the National
Pension System
(NPS), Atal Pension
Yojana (APY), NPS-Lite and Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS). The new charges will kick in from
October 1 and will come in place of the currently
existing rules which were issued in June
2020.According to the communication, the
charges will be different for the employees of the
private sector and the government sector. Let’s
have alook at the new fees.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is

Donald Trump tariffs; Container freight rates likely to remain
subdued amid uncertainty; expected to correct 10—15%

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Container freight rates are expected to

remain subdued for the rest of FY26 as
uncertainty in global trade continues,
driven by US President Donald Trump’s
unpredictable tariff policies, industry
experts said.According to ET, exporters
rushed shipments to the US ahead of the
August 27 deadline for a steep 50% tariff
on Indian goods, targeting the Christmas
season.India’s exports to the US rose 18%
year-on-year to $40.39 billion during
April-August 2025, far outpacing the
country’s overall export growth of 2.5%
to $184.13 billion in the same period. =,
Meanwhile, China’s exports to India
climbed over 10% to $51.57 billion,
exceeding India’s overall import growth
of 2.14%, reported ET.Ajay Sahai,
director general and CEO of the
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO), said freight rates
are likely to see a 10-15% correction due
to oversupply amid weakening global
demand. “Inflationary pressures are
persistent, and the risk of recession in
advanced markets could deal a major

blow to world trade,” he said, as per ET.
The Drewry World Container Index fell 6%
sequentially this week to $1,913 per 40ft
container, down from more than $4,000 a
year ago.On the South East Asia to East
Coast North America route, rates dropped

to $2,600 per 40ft container from $2,900
ten days earlier and nearly halved from
$5,500 a year ago.Bhavik Mota, head of
markets (Intra Gulf & Far East, West &
Central Asia) at AP Moller - Maersk, said
shipments of automotive products have

Stock Market Ends With Gains This Week
Over India-US Trade Talks, Fed Rate Cut

Benchmark indices Nifty and Sensex
ended the week with a gain of around
0.85 per cent and 0.89 per cent even as
IT and FMCG counters came under selling

pressure. Midcap and small-cap indices
ended marginally higher.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Indian equity benchmarks rose for
three consecutive days this week
before finally retreating marginally, as
investors booked profits when markets
touched a two-month high amid the
resumption of the India-US trade talks
and Fed rate cut. Benchmark indices
Nifty and Sensex ended the week with
a gain of around 0.85 per cent and 0.89
per cent even as IT and FMCG
counters came under selling pressure.
Midcap and small-cap indices ended
marginally higher.PSU banks
extended their rally, with the Nifty
PSU Bank Index rising over 1 per
cent.The Adani Group stocks saw
strong buying after SEBI dismissed

allegations made by Hindenburg
Research. Adani Enterprises surged 6
per cent, while Adani Green Energy,
Adani Energy Solutions, Adani Power
Ltd and AWL Agri Business Ltd also
made strong gains with some shares
surging up to 12 per cent.Technically,
Nifty formed a bearish candle on daily
frame but with a longer lower shadow
indicating smart buying at lower levels.
It formed a bullish candle on the
weekly frame and has been making
higher lows from the last three weeks.
Since the August lows, the benchmark
indices had advanced nearly 4 per cent.
"With GST rationalisation set to take
effect next week and festive demand

expected to strengthen, investor
attention turned toward
consumption-driven sectors," said
analysts.Going forward, investors
will closely track key US macro
indicators — including GDP,
jobless claims, and core
inflation—for cues on the Fed’s
policy trajectory. On the domestic
front, the upcoming manufacturing
PMI will serve as a timely barometer of
industrial sentiments, offering early
signs of a much-awaited demand
revival. Meanwhile, the US equities hit
fresh record highs, with the Dow,
S&amp;P 500, Nasdaq, and Russell
2000 climbing up to 1 per cent after the
Federal Reserve resumed its rate-
cutting cycle and signalled further
easing. The Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) decided to cut the
target Fed Funds rate by 25 basis
points. The median projections put real
GDP growth in the US at 1.6 per cent
year-over-year in 2025, the
unemployment rate at 4.5 per cent and
Core PCE inflation at 3.1 per cent.

RBI Urges Banks To Cut Service Charges On Debit Cards, Loans And Penalties To

Protect Low-Income Customers And Rein In Soaring Fee Income: Reports

This push comes at a time when Indian banks have been rapidly expanding into retail

lending to diversify after earlier losses from bad corporate loans.

New Delhi. (Agency)

reportedly urging banks to cut fees
on several consumer products, a
move that could threaten the
billions of rupees banks earn from
such charges. People familiar with
the matter told Bloomberg that
RBI officials have recently asked
lenders to reduce service charges
like those on debit cards, penalties
for failing to maintain minimum
balances, and late-payment fees.
The central bank hasn’t issued any
public statement or replied to
media queries.This push comes at a
time when Indian banks have been
rapidly expanding into retail lending to
diversify after earlier losses from bad
corporate loans. Growth in personal
loans, car financing and small-business

credit has turned the retail segment into
a lucrative business, but it has also
drawn the RBI’s scrutiny.According to
the sources, the RBI is especially

concerned about fees that
disproportionately affect low-income
customers. It hasn’t set fixed limits,

leaving banks to decide their own
rates. Currently, processing fees
on retail and small-business loans
range between 0.5 percent and 2.5
percent, with some banks capping
home loan charges at Rs 25,000
(about USD 285), data from
online marketplace BankBazaar
show.Fee income at Indian banks
is already recovering. In the June
quarter, it rose 12 percent year-
on-year to about Rs 510.6 billion,
compared with 6 percent growth
in the previous quarter, according
to India Ratings & Research.
Meanwhile, the Indian Banks’
Association is reportedly discussing
over 100 retail products that may come
under RBI review, as the regulator also
looks at large differences in what
customers pay for the same services.

declined sharply, while FMCG exports
remain steady and pharmaceuticals are
expected to stay resilient. “Exports of
shrimp are vulnerable too. With prices
climbing for end-consumers due to
Trump’s tariffs, this could eventually
translate into a larger drop,” he said, as
per ET.Smaller Indian exporters are
facing the brunt of high US tariffs, with
some cancelling orders. “The end
consumer will be impacted and it’s going
to hurt demand. The large ones are
sustaining, but smaller shippers are
having problems,” said a senior shipping
official.

Not all markets are bleak. Improved trade
relations with China have supported
Indian imports ahead of the Diwali
season, with Drewry’s Intra-Asia
Container Index rising 5% sequentially
to $611 per 40ft container, reflecting

firmer regional trade.

However, industry officials warn that unless
tariffs on India are eased, long-term
pressures on global supply chains could
intensify.

Why India's insurance market
has become a breeding ground

for mis-selling
New Delhi.(Agency)

Buying insurance in India feels less like signing up
for protection and more like walking into a rigged
game for many. The dice are loaded, the rules
hidden, and the house always wins.From loans
tied to unwanted policies to agents chasing fat
commissions, what was meant to shield families
has instead become a trap for many.What drives
this? Experts and data show a mix of high
commissions, sales pressure, and weak financial
literacy are to blame.The Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
reported 2,15,569 total grievances on its Bima
Bharosa portal in 2023-24, with life insurance
accounting for 1,20,726 complaints.

Worryingly, 20% of life insurance grievances in
2022-23 were related to unfair business practices,
largely mis-selling. The Council for Insurance
Ombudsmen received 52,575 complaints in
2023-24, including 31,490 in health insurance, up
21.7% year-on-year.A deeper look reveals that
58% of all entertainable complaints before the
ombudsman in 2022-23 were linked to mis-
selling. This shows how widespread the problem
is, making it the single biggest source of disputes
ininsurance.

THE COMMISSION GAME

Akey driver of mis-selling in India is commissions,
experts said in a documentary screened by
1Finance.Research by 1 Finance Magazine
showed India’s top 15 banks earned Rs 21,773
crore in commissions in FY24 from selling
insurance and other products. HDFC Bank led
with Rs 6,467 crore, followed by SBI (Rs 3,893
crore) and Axis Bank (Rs 3,320 crore). Axis Bank
earned 25.2% of its income from commissions,
IDFC First23.6% and Yes Bank 23.3%.

Experts say this creates an incentive to push
products, often at the cost of customer interest. At
a | Finance roundtable, it was highlighted that up
to 65% of the first-year premium can go as
commission, which encourages agents and bank
staffto push new policies aggressively.

TRAPPED IN MIS-SOLD POLICIES

A documentary screened at the roundtable, set to air
in October 2025, showcased cases where
customers were misled. Several buyers, with little
financial literacy, were trapped into policies when
they approached banks for loans. In some cases,
loans were made conditional on buying
insurance.“The primary reason is the incentive
structure. From senior officials to agents,
everyone prioritises sales over customer needs.
When customers come for a locker or loan, they
are pressured into insurance they don’t need,”
said Abhishek Kumar, Sebi-registered advisor
and founder of Sahaj Money.

TCS second-highest beneficiary of approved
H-1B visas after Amazon: USCIS data

—
Consumers must remain alert
as new GST rates take effect
September 22; checking MRPs
carefully ensures savings are
realised, avoiding overpayment
due to old pricing or retailer
confusion.

—_—
NEWYORK/WASHINGTON.(Agency)
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) is the
second-highest beneficiary with over
5,000 approved H-1B visas in 2025, after
Amazon, according to federal data.
According to the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS), Amazon
had 10,044 workers using H-1B visas as
of June, 2025. Coming in at the second
spot was TCS with 5,505 H-1B visas
approved.Other top beneficiaries include
Microsoft (5189), Meta (5123), Apple
(4202), Google (4181), Deloitte (2353),

Infosys (2004), Wipro (1523) and Tech
Mabhindra Americas (951).In a move that
could significantly impact Indian IT and
professional workers in the US, the

Trump administration announced

staggering annual fee of USD 100,000 on

H-1B visas, a move it said aims to
check the "systemic abuse" of the
programme.

In July, USCIS had said that it has
received enough petitions to reach the
congressionally mandated 65,000 H-
1B visa regular cap and the 20,000 H-
IB visa US advanced degree
exemption, known as the master's cap,
for fiscal year 2026.

US President Donald Trump signed a
proclamation "Restriction on entry of
certain nonimmigrant workers" on

Friday that will restrict entry into the
United States of individuals as
nonimmigrants unless their H-1B
petitions are accompanied or
supplemnted by a payment of USD
100,000.The proclamation said the
restriction shall expire, absent extension,
12 months after the effective date of this
proclamation of September 21, 2025.

US. Citizenship 'y

said that the number of foreign STEM
(science, technology, engineering, and
math) workers in the United States has
more than doubled between 2000 and
a 2019, increasing from 1.2 million to
almost 2.5 million, while overall STEM

employment has only increased 44.5
percent during that time.Among
computer and math occupations, the
foreign share of the workforce grew from
17.7 percen in 2000 to 26.1 percent in
2019.The key facilitator for this influx of
foreign STEM labour has been the abuse
of the H-1B visa, it said. The proclamation
It  added that Information technology firms

have "prominently manipulated" the H-
IB system, significantly harming
American worker in computer-related
fields.The share of IT workers in the H-1B
programme grew from 32 percent in
Fiscal Year (FY) 2003 to an average of
over 65 percent in the last 5 fiscal
years. In addition, some of the most
prolific H-1B employers are now
consistently IT outsourcing

v companies.Using these H 1B-reliant
and Immigration |

IT outsourcing companies provides
significant savings for employers, it
said, as it cited a study of tech workers
that showed a 36 percent discount for
H-1B 'entry-level' positions as
compared to full-time, traditional
workers.To take advantage of
artificially low labour costs
incentivised by the programme,
companies close their IT divisions, fire
their American staff, and outsource IT
jobsto lower-paid foreign workers, it said.
The proclamation cited data that said many
American tech companies have laid off
their qualified and highly skilled
American workers and simultaneously
hired thousands of H-1B workers.
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DPS Dwarka, other Delhi
schools receive homb threat;
studenis stuff evucuuied

With over 23,000 votes, NOTA

emerges as sﬂent game-changer °

»In some posts, the
NOTA count even
surpassed votes for
major candidates
from various
alliances and
independent
contenders,
signalling a
growing frustration
with the available
choices.

On way back home from

NEW DELHI. While the DUSU
2025-26 elections saw intense
competition between ABVP,
NSUL and the left alliance (SF1-
AlISA), an unexpected force

quietly made its mark — the
None of the Above (NOTA)
option.

With 23,674 votes across the four
main posts, NOTA has become a
powerful voice of student dissent,
reflecting widespread discontent
among DU students.

Last year, 20,748 students chose
NOTA, but this year’s tally marks
anoticeable rise, with 5,820 votes
for Vice President and the highest
counts for Secretary (7,365) and
Joint Secretary (7,314).

In some posts, the NOTA count
even surpassed votes for major
candidafes from various alliances
and independent contenders,
signalling a growing frustration
with the available choices.

Vishesh Tripathi, a student at DU,
pointed to the influence of money
and power in the elections,
saying, “The chances are that the

blatant display of money and
power made the genZ go for the
NOTA option. We wanted to
know, who 1s the real leader?”

Echoing a a similar concern,
Nishtha, a second-year law
student, called NOTA’s rise a
“strong message” for change in
the kind of politics practiced at
DU.

She said, “In a university known for
its politically active student body,
this level of disengagement or
protest voting is both rare and
revealing.

NOTA’s rise sends a strong
message that students want
change — not just of party, but of
the kind of politics being
practiced.”

As DU continues to be a microcosm
of national politics, the sharp rise
in NOTA signals a growing
demand for clean, issue-based
and student-centric politics.
Campaigns filled with
sloganeering and muscle-flexing
may no longer be enough to win
the trust of the entire electorate.

Meet the members of the

Agency New Delhi.

Multiple schools in Delhi, including DPS Dwarka

and Krishna Model, received a bomb threat on
Saturday morning. The bomb threats were
received via phone calls, and the authorities
were contacted immediately.

Police teams rushed to the school campuses to

further investigate these threats, and staff
members and students were evacuated from the
premises. Bomb squads are currently searching
the area, and investigation is underway.

In a notice issued by DPS Dwarka, the school

authorities said, “Kindly note that the school
will remain closed today ie Saturday, 20
September 2025 due to unavoidable
circumstances. All school buses and private
vans/ cabs are being sent back immediately.”
Delhi Police is currently investigating a wider
probe regarding a string of bomb threats across
schools in Delhi. Last week, the Delhi High
Court was evacuated due to a bomb threat,
which later turned out to be a hoax.

school, two children get
hit by train in Northeast A
Delhi, die

The Delhi High Court bomb threat was received
via email, where the sender threatened to blow
upthe judge’s chamber.

‘Trial in 2020 Delhi riots case
still not held’: Prashant
Bhushan, Yogendra Yadav join
protest at Jantar Mantar

Agency New Delhi.
Demanding bail for Umar Khalid and other jailed

newly-elected DUSU

ency New Delhi. organised by ABVP, particularly

The Akhil Bharativa Vidyarthi Parishad  those against fee hikes and in favour
(ABVP) reclaimed the post of  ofimproveduniversity infrastructure.
president from the Congress-backed NSUID’s vice president-elect Rahul
National Students’ Union of India  Jhasla
(N SUI), asitwentontowinthreekey A final-year Master’s student in
posts in the Delhi Un1vers1ty Buddhist Studies, Rahul Jhansla has
Students® Union (DUSU) x o e -
elections. The NSUI was left
with just one post. When the
final votes were tallied after |
21 rounds on Friday, ABVP’s |

Rajasthan student communities.
ABVP’s Joint Secretary-elect
Deepika Jha
Currently pursuing MA in Buddhist
Studies, Deepika Jha from Bihar is a
graduate of Lakshmibai College. She
has been deeply involved with
ABVP’s ‘Students for Seva’
initiative and has contributed
significantly to student-led
social transformation activities,
including  community  schools

Agency New Delhi.
On their way back home from school,

and 8, were run over by a train at the Nangloi railway

station in Northeast Delhi on Friday
said. “At about 1 pm, a train struck

near Nangloi railway station at Sukhi Nahar, on the

Bahadurgarh side”, an officer said.

Police said the incident happened when Sahista Parveen

two girls, aged 7

afternoon, police
the two children

Aryan Maan secured the #
president’s post with 28,841
votes — well ahead of TEe¢
NSUI's Joslyn Nandita -%
Choudhary at 12,645 votes
and Left-backed candidate gy
Anjaliat 5,385.

Meet the members of the newly-
elected DUSU.

ABVP s president-elect Aryan Maan

A Hansraj College graduate, Aryan

been at the forefront of student
activism for the past two years,
demanding improved campus and
sports infrastructure, better hygiene

and the Ritumati campaign for
menstrual hy giene awareness.

‘ ABVP’s Secretary-elect Kunal

Chaudhary

| APGDAV graduate now enrolled

in the Buddhist Studies
programme, Kunal Chaudhary

from Delhi is a graduate of PGDAV
College.
experience to the panel,
served as the president of the PGDAV

He brings leadership
having

(8) and Raunak Khatun (7) were heading from school
towards their home in Prem Nagar. “When they were
trying to cross the tracks, one intercity express hit
them. The operator was unable to halt the train in time

Maan is pursuing a degree in Library
Science. Hailing from Bahadurgarh
in Haryana, he is an active football
player. He has been at the forefront of
several key student movements

in hostels and classrooms, access to
clean drinking water, and the
establishment of a Women
Development Cell. He enjoys strong
support from Purvanchal and

College Students’ Union in 2023. For
several vears, Kunal has been a
prominent veoice in student activism,
consistently championing student
CONCENS.

accused in the 2020 Delhi riots case, Supreme
Court advocate Prashant Bhushan, political
activist Yogendra Yadav, student leaders and the
families of the accused held a protest at Jantar
Mantar on Friday. The Supreme Court on Friday
adjourned the hearing of the bail pleas filed by
Umar Khalid and others. The matter was listed
before a bench of Justices Aravind Kumar and
Manmohan. The petitions were last listed before
a bench of Justices Arvind Kumar and N V
Anjaria on September 12 but the court pointed
out that the supplementary list by which the case
was listed reached it very late, at 2.30 am,
indicating that it did not have enough time to go
through the files.

Earlier this month, the Delhi High Court had
denied bail to the 10 accused who have been
booked under relevant provisions of the
stringent Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act

and the students died on the spot,” the officer said.
After the incident, the parents of the girls, along with

local residents, staged a protest at the railway track.
“Following the accident, around 500-700 people

and the Indian Penal Code.

Bail is the rule while jail is the exception, Bhushan
asserted at Jantar Mantar, calling the delay in the
grant of the bail fo the accused “unfortunate™.

Rs 57,000 crore fixed to rid Delhi of waterlogging & drainage woes

assembled at the site and blocked the railway track,
resulting in disruption of rail traffic,” a senior officer
said. “Local police and Government Railway Police
staff reached the spot, controlled the crowd, and
restored train movement,” said DCP (Railways) KPS

Malhotra.

Umanshi’s independent

battle: NSUI rebel outpolls

Left, cites work for
performance

Agency New Delhi.

In the midst of ABVP’s sweeping victory and NSUI's

Agency New Delhi.
Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar

on Friday launched Delhi’s new
drainage master plan to address the
city’s waterlogging and sewage
challenges in the nextthree decades.

The plan seeks to reshape the city’s
drainage network at an estimated cost
of Rs 57,000 crore, with the Centre
pledging financial assistance to
support itsrollout.

The plan has divided the city into three
bagins—Najafgarh, Barapullah and
Trans-Yamuna—and hired
consultants to redesign the drainage
network.

“The Central government will be
helping the state to implement the
drainage master plan,” said Khattar.

master plan was prepared in 1976
when Delhi had a population of 60
lakh. Now, with the population

touching nearly 2.5 crore, the city’s
drainage system is facing increasing
pressure.

The national capital has approximately
18,958 km of drainage network under
the jurisdiction of eight civic agencies

irrigation and flood control, MCD,
DDA, NDMC ete.

The new drainage master plan targets
30-year solution for urban flooding.
The consultants have analysed
factors like slopes, depressions, and
the existing old and insufficient infra
to improve drainage efficiency. After
the DPR is approved, the agency will
start the process of inviting tenders
from private companies to carry out
the work on the ground. Feasibility
study has been done on micro and
macto level. Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said, “We have been visiting
legacy waterlogging points. We do
not work from air-conditioned
rooms.”The drainage master plan is
a guarantee card of no waterlogging,”

“I am most hurt by seeing the attitude of the
judiciary. Their work is to protect our
fundamental rights, democracy and the
Constitution. But in the Delhi riots case... the
trial has not started even in five years. The Delhi
High Cowrt took more than a year for bail
hearings,” Bhushan said.

Yogendra Yadav said, “When the trial was against
Mahatma Gandhi, it was not only against him
but against the British atrocities inflicted on
Indians. This ongoing trial is not just on these 10
people but against India’s criminal justice
system.” The protesters demonstrated along
with the posters of the accused — Tahir Hussain,
Athar Khan, Meeran Haider, Umar Khalid,
Gulfisha Fatima, and Khalid Saifi, among
others. Shamsad Ahmad, accused Shadab
Ahmed’s father, said, “We ask the judiciary to
tell us what is the fault of our
children?”Munteha, General Secretary of
JNUSU, claimed that “all people behind the bars
braved to walk on the path of the Constitution of

lonie congolation, one independent candidate stood
out—Umanshi Lamba. A former NSUI member,
Umanshi tebelled after being denied a ticket by the
party she had loyally served until 2024. With this
being her final chance to contest, she entered the race
asan independent, determined to make her mark.

Claiming NSUT’s senior leadership had “lied” to her by
backing out of their promise on nomination day,
Umanshi chose to fight alone. Her efforts paid off as
she secured over 5,000
voles, surpassing the
combined total of the
Left alliance’s
presidential candidate,
Anjali, who garnered
5,385 votes.

Steering clear of flashy
resources or large-scale
campaigning, Umanshi
relied on sheer grit,
meeting students
individually. On being
asked how she did it
alone with no solid backing and support, she said, “I1
vigited every college at least ten times. People knew
me for my work. It is not necessary that people only
know the candidates who travel in big cars and walk
with hundreds of supporters,” she said.

Among the nine presidential candidates in the fray this
year, Umanshi wag the only female contesting
independently. Umanshi said, “T was the first female
candidate in the University’s history to contest
independently and T am proud of what T did.”
Although she didn’t win, her campaign sparked
conversations about the role of independents in DU
politics.

The last comprehensive drainage and departments, including PWD,  said Water Minister Parvesh Verma. India”.

Till September, Delhi Police froze drug offenders’ assets worth
over Rs 20 crore — four times the amount seized last year

In addition to physical assets such as luxury vehicles, land, apartments and farmhouses, the police have traced
money transfers,bank accounts and digital wallets fo disrupt the cash flow of drug networks.

Agency New Delhi.

In amajor crackdown, the Delhi Police has
frozen properties worth Rs 21.5 crore
belonging to alleged drug traffickers and
narcotics dealers in the first nine months
of 2025—more than four times the
amount seized during all of last year,
official data shows.

These assets, linked to 30 accused
individuals, include luxury wvehicles,
land parcels, apartments, and
farmhouses. In comparison, assets wotrth
Rs 5 crore were seized from 19 drug
offenders in 2024, while assets worth Rs
38 lakh were frozen from three drug
individualsin2023.

In addition to physical assets such as
luxury vehicles, land, apartments and
farmhouses, the police have traced
money transfers,bank accounts and
digital wallets to digrupt the cash flow of
drug networks.Authorities leveraged the
National Integrated Database on

trails, officers said.

“Earlier, the arrest of one trafficker often
led to another, filling the gap. Now, with
the seizure and freezing of financial
assets, the entire chain of operations is
weakened. Our approach has shifted
from individual-centric policing to
network-centric policing, thereby
dismantling cartels rather than just
arresting carriers,” said Special CP
(Crime) Devesh Chandra Srivastva.

The Anti-Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) of
the Crime Branch played a central role in
the crackdown, accounting for Rs 17.5
crore of the total assets frozen.

Plans are underway to establish
specialized teams within the ANTF
focused solely on financial
investigations, Srivastva said. “Training
is also provided to officers in forensic
accounting, cyber-financial
investigations, and cryptocurrency
tracing,” he added.

e——

Artested Narco Offenders (NIDAAN),
the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU-
IND), and the Inter-Operable Criminal

Justice System (ICJS) along with other
digital platforms to correlate case data,
financial records, and communication
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Rising Diabetes In US Kids:

Can Mounjaro Be The Answer?

New Study Says Yes

WORLD.(Agency)

A new study has shown that Mounjaro, a GLP-1-based
drug, can significantly reduce blood sugar levels and
support weight loss in children as young as 10 years
old who are living with type 2 diabetes, according to a
report by New York Post. This marks a potential
breakthrough in paediatric diabetes care, as the
medication is currently approved only for adult use.

Drug manufacturer Eli Lilly is now looking to expand
approval for younger patients, based on the promising
results. The need for new treatments is urgent, given
the growing prevalence of type 2 diabetes among
American youth, as per the news report.

According to the CDC, the diagnosis rate in children
nearly doubled from 9 per 100,000 in 2002 to 18 per
100,000 in 2018. If current trends persist, the number
of young people with type 2 diabetes in the US could
jump from 28,000 in 2017 to a staggering 220,000 by
2060.Researchers hope that medications like
Mounjaro could play a crucial role in managing the
condition early, helping children avoid serious health
complications later in life.”Type 2 diabetes in
children and teens is increasing at an alarming rate,
yet treatment options are limited, and this patient
population remains underserved," Dr. Kenneth
Custer, executive vice president and president of
Lilly Cardiometabolic Health, said in a statement.

AddNDTV As A Trusted Source

“The SURPASS-PEDS results show Mounjaro
delivered statistically significant improvements in
A1C, BMI and other critical cardiometabolic risk
factors, while maintaining a safety profile generally
consistent with adult studies. By undertaking this
research, we can better support children and
adolescents living with this condition.”

Venezuela Accuses US Of
Waging "Undeclared War",
Urges UN Probe

Caracas.(Agency)

Venezuela on Friday accused the United States of
waging an "undeclared war" in the Caribbean and
called for a UN probe of American strikes that killed
over a dozen alleged drug traffickers on boats in
recent weeks. Washington has deployed warships to
international waters off Venezuela's coast, backed by
F-35 fighters sent to Puerto Rico in what it calls an
anti-drug operation."It is an undeclared war, and you
can already see how people, whether or not they are
drug traffickers, have been executed in the Caribbean
Sea. Executed without the right to a defense,"
Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino Lopez said as he
attended a military exercise in response to the US
"military threat."Attorney General Tarek William
Saab later added that "the use of missiles and nuclear
weapons to murder defenseless fishermen on a small
boat are crimes against humanity that must be
investigated by the UN."Foreign Minister Yvan Gil,
for his part, took to Telegram to urge the UN Security
Council "to demand the immediate halt of US
military actions in the Caribbean Sea."The biggest
US naval deployment in the Caribbean in decades
and the US strikes on alleged drug boats have stoked
fears the United States is planning to attack
Venezuelan territory. On Wednesday, Venezuela
launched three days of military exercises on its
Caribbean island of La Orchila in response to the
perceived threat from a US flotilla of seven ships and
a nuclear-powered submarine.La Orchila is close to
the area where the United States intercepted and held
a Venezuelan fishing vessel for eight hours over the
weekend.Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro,
whom the United States accuses of running a drug
cartel, has urged citizens to join militia training to
"defend the homeland."Late Thursday, he
announced that troops will provide residents of low-
income neighborhoods with weapons training.

Maduro, for whom Washington has issued a $50
million bounty on drug trafficking charges, suspects
the Donald Trump administration of planning an
invasion in pursuit.Trump says US forces have
"knocked off" three boats crossing the Caribbean,
but Washington has only provided details and video
footage of two of the strikes that killed 14 people
described as "narco-terrorists" by the US leader.

Gaza Civil Defence Says
450,000 Palestinians Have
Fled Amid Israeli Attacks

Gaza City. (Agency)

Gaza's civil defence agency said Friday that 450,000
Palestinians have fled Gaza City since Israel began
its offensive to seize the territory's largest urban
centre."The number of citizens displaced from Gaza
to the south has reached 450,000 people since the
start of the military operation on Gaza City in
August," said Mohamed al-Mughayir, an official of

the rescue force, which operates under Hamas
authorityThe Israeli military, which has called on
residents to evacuate as it presses its ground assault,
had told AFP that it estimated "approximately
480,000" people had fled the city.
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Trump's 'reckless' H1-B fee will have negative impact
on IT industry, say US lawmakers and community

Critics warned of a potential

crisis for the US technology

sector's compeitive edge with

Trump's new plan to impose the

"staggering” H1-B fee.

NEWYORK/WASHINGTON. (Agency)

US lawmakers and community leaders

voiced concern over US President Donald
Trump's plan to impose a USD 100,000 fee
on H-1B visa applications, calling the
move "reckless" and "unfortunate" that
will have a "huge negative" impact on the
IT industry. Trump's USD 100,000 H-1B
visa fee is a "reckless attempt to cut
America off from high-skilled workers
who have long strengthened our workforce,
fuelled innovation, and helped build
industries that employ millions of
Americans," Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi said.Krishnamoorthi said

many H-1B holders ultimately become
citizens and launch businesses that create

system?not erect barriers that weaken our
economy and security," he said.

well-paying jobs in the US."While other Former advisor to president Joe Biden and

nations race to attract global talent, the
United States should strengthen its
workforce and modernise our immigration

Asian-American community leader on
immigration policy, Ajay Bhutoria, warned
of a potential crisis for the US technology

sector's competitive edge with Trump's
new plan to impose the "staggering" H1-B
fee."The H-1B programme, a lifeline for
innovation that has attracted top talent from
around the world, faces unprecedented
barriers with this massive jump from the
current USD 2000-USD 5000 total fee,
which will crush small businesses and
startups reliant on diverse talent," Bhutoria
said.Bhutoria added that the move will
drive away skilled professionals who
power Silicon Valley and contribute
billions to the US economy. He said the
move may backfire by pushing talent to
competitors like Canada or Europe.He
called for a balanced reform like exempting
startups or prioritising merit-based
selection instead of "this extreme
overhaul."

Khanderao Kand of the Foundation for India

and Indian Diaspora Studies said the USD
100,000 fee for H1-Bs is a very unfortunate
policy with huge negative impact on
businesses particularly software and tech
industry as well as US-educated STEM
talent who are already struggling due to
negative impact of Al and tariffs.

"Juish' No More. Hit By Sanctions, Banned
Terror Group Changes Name

WORLD.(Agency)

Banned terrorist group Jaish-e-
Mohammed will now be known as Al-
Murabitun - which means 'defenders
of Islam' in Arabic - within Pakistan,
intel sources told NDTV this week.
The new name will be used during the
'memorial' next week for Yusuf Azhar,
the brother of founder Masood Azhar.

Sources said the group - responsible for
the attack on the Indian Parliament in
2001, the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, and
on the Army in Jammu and Kashmir's
Uri and Pulwama - wants to de-link
from the 'Jaish-e-Mohammed' name
because sanctions make it difficult to
access funding.The name change,
however, is only expected for its Pak
operations, sources said.A July report
by the Financial Action Task Force, a
global anti-terror funding watchdog,
underlined the funding challenge
facing the terrorist group. The FATF
said the Jaish is now using digital
payments, i.e., e-wallets and UPI
transfers, to channel money into
rebuilding itself.According to the

FATF five such e-wallets have been
traced so far, and each has direct links
to the terrorist group and members of

founder Masood Azhar's family. The
goal, reports indicate, is to raise nearly
four billion Pak rupees to set up over
300 'markaz', i.e., hubs or training
centres.Routing funding via digital
wallets means Pak can say it has 'cut
off' funding - via formalised means
like bank transfers - and comply with
FATF rules, but the Jaish still gets
money.NDTV this week accessed a
dossier detailing re-building efforts by
the Jaish after its base in Pak's
Bahawalpur was destroyed by India

during Operation Sindoor. India
launched missile strikes against nine
terrorist camps, including Bahawalpur,
on May 7 in response to the
Pahalgam terror attack.The
dossier indicates the Jaish-e-
Mohammed and other targeted
terrorist groups, including Hafiz
Saeed's Hizbul Mujahideen, have
begun re-locating deeper into
Pakistan, setting up bases in the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
that shares an international border
with Afghanistan.As part of that
rebuilding process the group is
also on a recruitment drive; in fact, one
such drive was conducted in Garhi
Habibullah, a town in Mansehra
district, on September 14.The drive -
headlined by Jaish commander
Masood Ilyas Kashmiri, whose speech
included exposing Pak's links with
terror groups operating on its soil - was
held seven hours before the India-
Pakistan cricket match in Dubai, and
included Pak Army and police
providing protection.

Texas University Head Steps
Down In 'Gender Ideology' Row

WORLD.(Agency)
The president of a major Texas
university is stepping down on Friday
after being accused of tolerating
"transgender indoctrination" at the
public school.The resignation of Mark
Welsh as head of Texas A&M
University comes amid a
conservative crackdown on
higher education by the
administration of President
Donald Trump."President
Welsh is a man of honor who
has led Texas A&M with
selfless dedication,"
university chancellor Glenn
Hegar said in a statement that
did not address the reasons for
his departure."At the same
time, we agree that now is the
right moment to make a
change and to position Texas
A&M for continued excellence in the
years ahead," Hegar added.Welsh's
resignation comes after a video went
viral of a "whistleblower" student

P .}AJ

confronting a professor over the

student adds.

teaching of "gender ideology" in a The professor responds that what she is

children's literature class.In the hidden
camera video, the student is heard
telling the professor, "I'm not entirely

teaching is not illegal and "if you are
uncomfortable in this class, you do
have therightto leave."

sure this is legal to be teaching because  Trump, on his first day in the White

% .

according to our president there's only
two genders.""I don't want to promote
something that is against our Welsh, a former four-star US Air Force

president's laws as well as against my
religious beliefs," the unidentified

House, signed an executive order
saying "It is the policy of the
United States to recognize two
sexes, male and female."The video
went viral after it was posted online
by a Texas state lawmaker, Brian
Harrison, who called it a case of
"transgender indoctrination" and
urged Texas Governor Greg Abbott
to fire both the professor and
Welsh.Harrison also released an
audio recording in which the
student confronts Welsh and asks
him to dismiss the
professor.”That's not happening,"
Welsh responds, although he did
later fire the professor.

general, took the helm of Texas A&M
in2023

Pakistan Minister On Whether
Saudi Arabia Will Get Involved If
There Is War With India

World. (Agency)

Saudi Arabia will defend Pakistan in the event of India
declaring war on its neighbour, Pak Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif told reporters in Islamabad Friday,
emphasising the 'strategic mutual assistance'
component of the deal two countries signed this week.

"Yes, absolutely. There is no doubt about it..." Mr Asif
told Geo TV, a Pak news channel, drawing parallels
with Article 5 of the NATO agreement that refers to
'collective defence', which essentially means a
military attack against one bloc member is an attack on
all. The Pak minister, however, stressed the deal with
Saudi Arabia is a 'defensive' rather than 'offensive’
arrangement', again drawing parallels with NATO. "If
there is aggression, whether against Saudi Arabia or
Pakistan, we will jointly defend against it," he told Geo
TV."We have no intention of using this pact for any
aggression," Mr Asif told Reuters separately. "But if
the parties are threatened, then obviously this
arrangement will become operative."

He also confirmed Pakistan's nuclear weapons are
available for Saudi Arabia's use, although the former's
stated doctrine says the warheads are for use only
against India.Our capabilities will absolutely be
available under this pact," he said, noting also that Pak

had always allowed inspections of its nuclear facilities
and never committed violations.A senior Saudi official,
asked if the deals means Pak is now obliged to offer a
nuclear shield, told Reuters, "This is a comprehensive
defensive agreement that encompasses all military
means."The 'mutual defence' agreement was signed
during Pak Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's visit to
Riyadh this week. As reported by NDTV earlier, a key
clause of this pact states that "any aggression against
either country shall be considered an aggression
against both".In response, the Indian government said
the Pak-Saudi pact "formalises a long-standing
arrangement between the two countries” and that the
implications are being considered.Military and
political analysts told Reuters the deal effectively
marries Riyadh's money with Islamabad's nuclear
arsenal, and represents a big win for both sides.

For Pakistan, the positive is, of course, formidable
financial backing and the prospect of an 'Arab nations
alliance'. For Saudi Arabia it means a 'nuclear shield'.
It also means that Israel.

Estonia says three Russian fiqh’rer jets

entered its airspace in 'brazen

Incursion

World. (Agenc

Estonia summoned a Russian diplomat to

protest after three Russian fighter aircraft
entered its airspace without permission
Friday and stayed there for 12 minutes, the
Foreign Ministry said. It happened just
over a week after NATO planes downed
Russian drones over Poland and
heightened fears that the war in Ukraine
could spill over.Foreign Minister Margus
Tsahkna said Russia violated Estonian
airspace four times this year “but today’s
incursion, involving three fighter aircraft
entering our airspace, is unprecedentedly
brazen.”Estonian Defense Minister Hanno
Pevkur also said that the government had
decided “to start consultations among the
allies” according to NATO’s article 4, he
wrote on X, after Russian jets "violated our
airspace yet again.”Russian officials did
notimmediately comment.

European governments rattled

Russia’s violation of Poland’s airspace was
the most serious cross-border incident into

a NATO member country since the war in
Ukraine began with Russia’s all-out
invasion in February 2022. Other alliance
countries have reported similar incursions
and drone crashes on their territory.

The developments have increasingly rattled

European governments as U.S.-led efforts
to stop the war in Ukraine have come to
nothing.The European Union’s foreign
policy chief Kaja Kallas called Friday's
incursion “an extremely dangerous
provocation” that “further escalates
tensions in the region.”“On our side, we see
that we must show no weakness because
weakness is something that invites Russia
to do more,” she said. “They are
increasingly more dangerous — not only to
Ukraine, but also to all the countries around
Russia.”Estonia, along with fellow Baltic
states Lithuania and Latvia and
neighboring Poland, are staunch supporters
of Ukraine.Italian F-35 fighter jets respond

Estonian airspace in the area of Vaindloo
Island, a small island located in the Gulf of
Finland in the Baltic Sea, the Estonian
military said in a separate statement.

The aircraft did not have flight plans and their

transponders were turned off, the statement
said, nor were the aircraft in two-way radio
communication with Estonian air traffic
services.Italian Air Force F-35 fighter jets,
currently deployed as part of the NATO
Baltic Air Policing Mission, responded to

to Russian incursion

The Russian MIG-31 fighters entered

the incident, according to the statement.
In a post on social media, NATO

spokesperson Allison Hart described the
incident as “another example of reckless
Russian behavior and NATO’s ability to
respond.”NATO fighter jets scramble
hundreds of times most years to intercept
aircraft, many of them Russian warplanes
in northwest Europe flying too close to the
airspace of its member countries, but it’s
rarer for planes to cross the
boundary.Dozens of NATO jets are on
round-the-clock alert across Europe to
respond to incidents such as unannounced
military flights or civilian planes losing
communication with air traffic controllers.

Separately, Maj. Taavi Karotamm,

spokesperson for the Estonian Defense
Forces, told The Associated Press the
Russian planes flew parallel to the Estonian
border from east to west and did not head
toward the capital, Tallinn.Karotamm said
the reason for the border violation is
unknown, but added that it may have been to
“shift the focus of NATO and its members
onto defending itself.
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Mentor Rohit Sharma,
comedian Virat Kohli: Yashasvi
Jaiswal on Indian legends

New Delhi. (Agenc

Yashasvi Jaiswal opened up on his experience
playing alongside Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli in the Indian cricket team. Jaiswal, who
made his debut for the Indian Test team in
2023, opened with Rohit at the top and has
shared some key partnerships with Kohli.

Rohit and Jaiswal scored 1269 runs in 28
innings that they batted together and opened
up on the influence of the former India Test
captain on his career. Speaking to Mashable
India, the opener said that Rohit has been a
mentor for him during his career and has
helped develop mentally and in terms of his
playing style. Jaiswal said that Rohit is an
amazing human being and you learn a lot just
by being around the 38-year-old.I really
enjoy being with Rohit bhai. He has taught
me so much and helped me a lot in
developing myself, both mentally and
overall. He is truly an amazing human being.
When you are around him or talk to him, you
learn a lot — in fact, just by watching him,
you can learn so much," said Jaiswal.When it

came to Kohli, Jaiswal revealed the star
batter's funny side and how he is able to keep
everyone laughing. The young opener said
that Kohli is sharp when it comes to
observing someone to make a joke and
claimed that he would make you laugh with
his witty remarks."Paaji is amazing, really
strong. I’ve batted with him many times. He’s
so much fun, and he’s really funny too. If you
spend time with him, you’ll just keep
laughing, it’s a different level altogether. Ifhe
tells you something about someone, he’ll
explain it in full detail — it’s incredible. He’s
so sharp. Like, if you ask me to explain
something in a funny way, I might try but it
won’t come out funny. But if he says it, then
100 percent you’ll end up laughing for sure,"
said Jaiswal.The southpaw had partnerships
in 10 innings alongside Kohli and the duo put
on 361 runs during that time. Jaiswal was a
part of Rohit and Kohli's final Test
assignment before they decided to retire from
the format in May 2025

Surya namaskar: In
a meaningless
pursuit, SKY shines
by not hatting

New Delhi. (Agency)

In meaningless pursuits, Surya Kumar Yadav
reveals his character. O Captain, My
Captain.Slotting himself at No. 11 in
Friday’s match against Oman at the Asia
Cup, not coming in to bat for easy rums-- that
is Surya.We will come to that. But, we need
to rewind.After the facile win against
Pakistan, Surya was thrown to the press. He
was accused of not shaking his hand with the
rival captain, Salman Agha—a decision taken
by others to justify Indian participation in the
Asia Cup, a meaningless rubber.Bear in
mind that Surya is a batter. His job is to score
runs, and, because he is also the captain, lead
Team India on the field, not in geopolitical
sparring.At the press conference that follows
the Pak encounter, he is expected to bear the
burden of India—its expectations, its animus,
its billion hopes, its unsaid frustration with
the participation in a tournament the country

just doesn't want to watch. On his shoulders
is a rare burden—he is the first captain to face
Pak after Op Sindoor, and yet be a sport.

At the post-match presser, a Pakistani
journalist pops a question about his decision
not to shake hands with Agha. The question
is interrupted midway by someone, perhaps
trying to protect him from politics. That's
when Surya shines.His face retains the pre-
query balance. The chewing gum in his
mouth feels the same violent molars.
“Bindaas poocho,” he says. Then he goes on
to answer the question. Bindaas—fearless.
“Some emotions are beyond the spirit of the
game.”0O Captain, my Captain. He really is
bindaas.

A final lap fumble: How a tactical error
cost Gulveer Singh a spot in the final

New Delhi. (Agency)

"Street smarts are an athlete’s asset. Some
come with their A game. But it’s not every
day that you are in top form or situations will
unfold the way you imagine them on the
drawing board. Form books are ripped up; an
unknown might aspire to be a star; someone
lurking behind you or in front of you might
go for broke and you, with all your training,
would be left holding the broken remains ofa
World Championship dream. Inside any
event is life’s microcosm — be prepared for
any eventuality.Gulveer Singh, on whom
rode the hope of a 5000m final finish,
couldn’t give the finishing touches to a
qualifier he held the keys to. For almost
4800m, he rode the wave, the perfect
running, sticking to the group, ready to hit
the pedal when the situation and time
demanded. Except that it never came. When
he should have floored the gas pedal, he took
his foot off, looked back in the rear-view
mirror and others passed him. One of those
names was Norway’s Jakob Ingebrigtsen,
the reigning World and Olympic
Champion.In terms of the weather, it was
perfect. Temperatures had dropped to 23
degrees; the wind was across the track;

Tokyo reflected his training base in
Colorado’s temperatures. The middle-
distance and long-distance races are tightly
focused dramas; different actors playing out
their parts, the end scene always deciding
who would win the lead or be in the
lead group.Right from the start, till
almost the last 200 metres, there
was no head-spinning mixture of
geometrical forms. It was easy-
paced, going to the throb of a steady
rhythm and momentum. For
Gulveer, it was the perfect day, the
perfect race for a perfect top eight
finish — the ticket to Saturday’s
final. It also had some big names —
Grant Fischer, Stanford graduate,
the Paris Olympics 5K and 10K
bronze medal winner, the 18-year-
old Ethiopian Biniam Mehary,
Bahrain’s Birhanu Balew, the 2022 Asian
Games gold medallist over 5K and 10K,
Jimmy Gressier, who had won the 10k gold
medal a few days back.In the lead group of 5-
6 runners, Gulveer appeared comfortable in
the first two laps. He did move up to 3rd as
Eisa Mohammed, who would fade away in
the latter part of the race, had the initial lead

running with Saymon Amanuel. With nine
laps to go, the American Fischer moved up,
disrupting the group followed by Kenya’s
Cornelius Kemboi and Gressier. With eight
laps remaining, it seemed that Gulveer

ARG

wanted to move on, take the lead a bit, do a
bit of front running but had been boxed in by
the group. Each and every runner in his
isolated world, doing his bit of running.
Winning wasn’t important. Qualifying
was.He did move to the outside a bit. But was
back inside. Probably that gave him
confidence. It was again a slow race, like the

INDW vs AUSW: Team India to don pink jersey in
support of breast cancer awareness

~Haaland's header put him on
50 goals in 49 Champions
League appearances, with the
Norway striker reaching that
milestone quicker than any
other player in the
competition's history.

New Delhi. (Agenc
The Indian women’s cricket team will step
out in a special all-pink kit on Saturday,
September 20, when they take on Australia
in the third and final ODI at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium in Delhi. The gesture is aimed at
promoting breast cancer awareness, adding
a layer of social significance to an already
high-stakes contest. The Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) confirmed the
initiative through a video on its social
media handles, where captain Harmanpreet
Kaur, Pratika Rawal and Sneh Rana were

Asia Cup Super Four: Bangladesh eye revenge
against Sri Lanka in Naagin rivalry

Bangladesh will seek revenge
against Sri Lanka in the Asia Cup
2025 Super Four opener on
September 20, aiming to rectify
their earlier Group B loss and
strengthen a fragile batting and

bowling lineup.

New Delhi. (Agency)
Bangladesh will be seeking revenge when
they take on their 'Naagin' rivals Sri Lanka
in the opening Super Four clash of the Asia
Cup 2025 on Saturday, September 20, after
losing to them earlier in the Group B stage.
That defeat not only dented their net run rate
but also exposed vulnerabilities in both

DOT... wb
among those seen donning the pink
strip.“#TeamlIndia will be wearing special
pink-coloured jerseys in the Third ODI
today to promote Breast Cancer
Awareness,” read the caption on the BCCI’s
post.This is not the first time cricket has
rallied behind the cause. South Africa’s
men’s team have long championed the Pink
Day tradition in Johannesburg, while in the
IPL, franchises such as Gujarat Titans and
Delhi Capitals have also sported special kits
to support cancer awareness initiatives.

INDIAEYE HISTORIC SERIES-WIN
For India, Saturday’s game carries added

weight. With the series locked at 1-1, the
hosts have a chance to claim a maiden
bilateral series win over Australia, a feat

batting and bowling under pressure. For
Bangladesh, the Super Four offers a chance
to reset after a narrow escape from
elimination.Sri Lanka, meanwhile, enter the
Super Four unbeaten and brimming with
confidence. Wins over Bangladesh, Hong
Kong, and Afghanistan helped them to top
Group B. However, their campaign has not
been without flaws - batting collapses in the
middle overs have been a recurring concern,
nearly costing them against weaker sides.

With the series on the line, the contest in Delhi

Bangladesh look to build momentum
Bangladesh went in with four specialist

they have never achieved in ODIs.
The match will also serve as their
last piece of competitive action
before the much-anticipated
Women’s ODI World Cup,
beginning September 30 in
Guwahati.While there have been
encouraging signs across the
series, particularly with India’s
pace attack and their top order
batting, concerns linger over the
middle order, which has yet to fire
collectively. A composed performance
against a strong Australian bowling line-up
could provide the belief Harmanpreet’s side
needs heading into the global event.

Australia, on the other hand, will look to

reassert their dominance, drawing on their
depth and experience. As defending world
champions, they will want to finish the
series strongly and deny India a historic
triumph on home soil.

is expected to deliver both intensity and
inspiration. For India, the pink jersey will
symbolise not just solidarity with a greater
cause, but also the determination to script a
statement win at the dawn of a World Cup
campaign.

Bangladesh will look to capitalise on those
lapses.Bangladesh’s progression hinged not
only on their own results but also on Sri
Lanka’s performance in the final Group B
game. Sri Lanka’s six-wicket win over
Afghanistan eliminated the Afghans and
secured Bangladesh’s passage as the second
team from the group. Kusal Mendis’
unbeaten 74 off 52 balls was the standout
effort, anchoring the chase.Bangladesh’s
path to qualification was far from smooth.
They started with a win over Hong Kong,
lost to Sri Lanka, and then scraped past
Afghanistan by eight runs. But had
Afghanistan defeated Sri Lanka on
Thursday, Bangladesh would have been
eliminated on net runrate.

bowlers against Afghanistan, and that
decision nearly backfired after Saif Hassan
and Shamim Hossain conceded 55 runs in
justfour overs.
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steady throb of a drum, a pulse beating in the

middle of the stadium. If you increased pace

and went ahead, the rest wouldn’t follow. In

such kind of races, without the allure of a

podium finish, the mind plays it differently.
The dynamics in play are created
by each runner who tries and
adheres to a common theme —
hang in, last out and break in the
end.

Gulveer was doing it to perfection.
Once, he fell back to 9th but
pulled back to the group. Did he
lose energy then? For someone
who has trained at the high
altitude of Colorado, it was a no-
brainer. Or as it seemed.

With three laps to go, the lead group
widened, three in the front, the
same number at the back. Gulveer

was lying 7th. With two laps left, the lead

was being flipped between Fischer, Kemboi,

Mehary, Mills and Netherland’s Niels Laros,

who had started attacking the lead group.

The Dutchman would fall back as the pace

quickened with two laps and then as the bell

went, Gressier, Mills, Fischer, Mehary and

Balew went for it.

Women's World Cup 2025:
Suryakumar Yadav backs
Jemimah Rodrigues to

deliver for India
New Delhi. (Agency)

With the Women’s World Cup set to begin on

September 30, India’s men’s cricketing stars
have thrown their weight behind the women's
team, led by Harmanpreet Kaur as they chase a
maiden title. The tournament opener will see
India take on Sri Lanka at Barsapara Stadium in
Guwahati. T20I skipper Suryakumar Yadav
reserved special praise for batter Jemimah
Rodrigues, who hails from his hometown
Mumbai.“It’s always good to see someone
from your home city who has played so many
local games, represented the state, and then
gone on to play for India. Jemimah has always
been a great performer. Playing the World Cup
is a huge opportunity, and I’'m sure she will
deliver because she’s a great teammate and
brings amazing energy to the ground,”

Suryakumar told JioHotstar.Rodrigues has
1,457 ODI runs at an average of 32.38 with a
career-best 123 against South Africa. However,
she was recently ruled out of the ongoing
Australia ODI series due to viral fever, with
Tejal Hasabnis named as her replacement.

Meanwhile, wicketkeeper-batter Richa Ghosh

received glowing words from Sanju Samson,
who praised her composure and fearless
batting.“We all love watching Richa Ghosh.
The way she bats and keeps wickets, she
always looks calm and confident. There’s a lot
to learn from her. Wearing the blue jersey in this
country is never easy, and there’s been a lot of
hard work behind the scenes,” Samson
said.All-rounder Hardik Pandya also sent his
wishes to the squad ahead of their campaign.

“I’'m very excited and just want to wish the

women’s team the best of luck. The whole of
India is supporting you. Go out there and enjoy
the sport—don’t worry too much, just be
yourself. Remember, a billion people are
backing you.

No World Athletics medal for India after 6
years: The highs and lows in Tokyo

wIndia ended the 2025 World Athletics
Championships without a medal,
marking a first in six years in the
competition. Sarvesh Kushare's high
jump and Sachin Yadav's near-podium
javelin throw were bright spots in an
otherwise disappointing Tokyo

campaign.

MANCHESTER. (Agency)

India’s medal drought at the World Athletics
Championships became the first time in six
years when the nation returned from Tokyo
without a podium finish. The closest the
country came were javelin thrower Sachin
Yadav, who finished fourth, and high jumper
Sarvesh Kushare, who produced a lifetime-
best to secure fifth place. Long-distance
runner Gulveer Singh also missed out

narrowly, finishing ninth in his 5,000m heat,
just fractions behind the cutoff for the
final.India had hoped for strong
performances across the board, but the
Tokyo campaign was largely defined by
near misses and unexpected setbacks. Even
the nation’s marquee athletes struggled to
convert talent into medals. With only
Sarvesh, Neeraj Chopra, and Sachin Yadav
making it to finals, the tally of Indian
finalists has shrunk noticeably compared to
previous editions.In Budapest 2023, India
sent six to seven athletes into finals,
including Jeswin in the long jump, Neeraj,
Manu, and Kishore in javelin, Parul in the
3,000m steeplechase, and the men’s 4x400m
relay team.At Eugene 2022, the finalists
included Avinash (3,000m steeplechase),
Sreeshankar (long jump), Eldhose (triple
jump), Neeraj, Rohit, and Annu (javelin).
Tokyo 2025, however, saw only three athletes
— Sarvesh Kushare, Neeraj Chopra, and
Sachin Yadav — reach the finals.The

contrast is stark, raising the question: is this a
temporary dip in form, or does India still
struggle to build consistent depth across
disciplines?Sarvesh Kushare and Sachin
Yadav: India’s Brightest SpotsHigh jumper
Sarvesh Kushare was India’s brightest light.
Clearing 2.28m, the 30-year-old became
only the fourth Indian high jumper to finish
in the top six at a World championship. The
son of an onion farmer from Nashik
delivered a performance that lit up the
National Stadium and gave fans a rare

moment of joy amid the disappointments.
In the javelin throw, defending champion
Neeraj Chopra’s hopes of retaining his
World Championships title ended in
disappointment. The two-time Olympic
medallist could only manage eighth place.
His compatriot Sachin Yadav, just 25 years
old, threw a lifetime best of 86.27m but
missed a medal by 40 centimetres. His
consistent performance demonstrated his
potential to be a future star, even if India
came away empty-handed.Track and Field
Letdowns by Disciplineln sprints, Animesh
Kujur struggled to replicate his best form,
clocking 20.77 seconds in the 200m heat, far
off his personal best of 20.27 seconds, and
finishing last in his group. His performance
reflected a larger issue: India’s speed events
continue to lack consistency on the world
stage.Long-distance runner Gulveer Singh
narrowly missed the men’s 5,000m final,
finishing ninth in his heat with 13:42.34. He
holds the national record at 12:59.
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% And Karan Johar Burn Dance Floor

11N With Their Thumkas On 'Dafliwale’

P | . marked her 75th birthday on September 18. The veteran actor hosted an
‘i ) intimate yet grand bash at her residence, where the guest list included some
of the biggest names in the industry. Photos and videos from the evening are now
circulating online, giving fans a glimpse of the fun, nostalgia, and star power that
defined the celebration.
dhuriDixit And Karan Johar Steal The Spotlight
One of the highlights of the evening was filmmaker Karan Johar and actress Madhuri

- Dixit taking over the dance floor. The duo grooved to the evergreen classic
3 Dafliwale Dafli Baja, instantly drawing loud cheers and applause from the guests.
- Videos from the night showed Karan, dressed in an all-black outfit, matching steps
with Madhuri as other attendees clapped along, capturing the infectious energy of
the moment.

The impromptu performance quickly went viral on social media, with fans calling it
“iconic" and praising the duo’s chemistry. Comments flooded in, with one user
writing, “What an OG party!" while another gushed, “Epic. Nobody like KJo and

Madhuri." The celebration proved yvet again why Madhuri remains Bollywood’s
eternal dancing diva,
while Karan brought
~ his signature flair to the
I occasion.
arhan Akhtar’s Sweet
. Dance With Shabana
- Azmi
Equally heartwarming
was avideo of Shabana
Azmi herself joining
the dance floor with her
stepson, Farhan
Akhtar. The two
swayed to Sefiorita
from Zindagi NaMilegi Dobara, a film that featured Farhan in a leading role. Their
joyous performance had the entire room cheering the loudest, adding a deeply
4 " personal touch to the festivities.
= The energy didn’t stop there. Madhuri was later joined by Urmila Matondkar, and
together they created yet another memorable dance moment. Sharing snippets
from the celebration, filmmaker Faraz Arif Ansari described the evening as
“legendary and incredibly special,” thanking Shabana for letting him be part of the
milestone event.

« Star-Studded Birthday And Shabana’s Upcoming Projects

‘The birthday bash was nothing short of a starry affair. Rekha, Vidya Balan, Farah
Khan, Manish Malhotra, Sonu Nigam, and Maheep Kapoor were among the many
Bollywood personalities spotted at the event. Fans online couldn’t get enough of
the reunion of legends under one roof.Even as she celebrated her milestone
birthday, Shabana Azmi continues to remain deeply active on the professional
front. She will next be seen in Rajkumar Santoshi’s Lahore 1947, co-starring
Sunny Deol, Preity Zinta, and Ali Fazal. Additionally, she has a key role in Bun
Tikki, directed by Faraz Arif Ansari.

) ollywood came together to celebrate the legendary Shabana Azmi as she
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Katrina Kaif 4

To Announce Pregnancy Soon? /
Baby Bump Photo Goes Viral 4

I \or a long time now, reports of Katrina Kaif

-

Congratulations," a third commentread.
How Did the Pregnancy Rumours Start?
Speculations regarding Katrina Kaif’s
pregnancy began on July 30, when a video
of the actress and Vicky at a ferry port in
Mumbai started doing the rounds.
Dressed in an oversized white shirt and
baggy pants, Katrina’s casual outfit and
careful walk led many fans to wonder if she
was expecting. Comments such as “Is she
pregnant?"’ and “Seems pregnant for sure"
flooded the post, setting the internet buzzing.
Before this, Kairina’s New Year’s Eve post in a polka-
dot dress had already triggered pregnancy chatter.
Many social media users linked her look to a so-
called Bollywoed “polka-dot pregnancy myth,"
drawing parallels with Anushka Sharma and Deepika
Padukone, who were both spotted in similar prints
while expecting. However, a flowy dress and a viral
video alone do not make a baby bump, and the
speculation largely remained baseless.
he rumour mll hit its peak on August 7, when a viral ¢ .
post claimed that Vicky and Katrina were expecting s .
their first child in October or November. However, the
twist was soon uncevered, the post was entirely fan-
made and did not originate from Katrina, Vicky, or *
their close circle. Social media users quickly debunked
the claim, with one sarcastically commenting, “Does,

expecting her first child with Vicky Kaushal have

been making headlines. While the couple has not
either confirmed or denied their pregnancy reports, a
new photo has now surfaced on social media, in which
Katrina’s baby bump is clearly visible.Recently, a
photo of Katrina Kaif surfaced on social media in
which the actress was seen posing in a maroon gowtl,
while also flaunting her baby bump. It remains unclear

if Katrina was shooting for her matermity photoshoot
orifthe viral picture is from some ad shoot.

Soon after the picture was shared on Reddit, several
social media users expressed excitement and
congratulated the actress. “So so happy for her....
Congratulations! ..," one of the users wrote. “My inner
14-year-old fan is screaming. Congratulations. " Katrina know she’s pregnant?” while another sai

“They didn’t confirm, and you're already spreadi

added another. “For a moment I thought it was some
rumours!" g

throwback to pregnant Kareena. But wohooo!!

Deepika Padukone Speaks
Up After Her Kalki 2 Exit,

Confirms King With SRK:
‘Every Deision...

exit from the Kalki 2898 AD sequel and

shared exciting news about reuniting with
Shah Rukh Khan for King. Posting a picture
showing their hands clasped together, she wrote,
“The very first lesson he taught me almost 18 years
ago while filming Om Shanti Om was that the
experience of making a movie, and the people you
make it with, matter far more than its success. I
couldn’t agree more and have applied that learning
to every decigion I've made since. And that’s
probably why we're back making our 6th movie
together?'Deepika tagged SRK and added the
hashtags #King and #Dayl, signaling a fresh
chapter in one of Bollywood’s most celebrated on-
screen collaborations. King will mark her sixth
project with the superstar since their debut pairing
in O Shanti Om in 2007.

About Deepika Padukone’s Kalki 2898 AD Sequel
Exit

Vyjayanthi Movies confirmed Deepika’s exit from
the Kalki 2898 AD sequel via an official note on X:
“This is to officially announce that
(@deepikapadukone will not be a part of the
upcoming sequel of #Kalki2Z898AD. After careful
congideration, we have decided to part ways.
Despite the long journey of making the first film,
we were unable to find a partnership. And a film
like @Kalki2898AD deserves that commitment
and much more. We wish her the best with her
future projects.”

Director Nag Ashwin also shared a cryptic post on
Instagram, which went viral. Writing alongside a
fan edit of Krishna’s entry, he noted, “You can’t
change what happened, but you can choose what
happens next," leaving fans speculating if this was
asubtleresponse to Deepika’s departure.

Why Deepika Made The Decision

Industry insiders recall that this isn’t Deepika’s first
high-profile exit. Earlier in May, she walked away
from Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s Spirit over an eight-
hour worlk demand, profit-sharing clauses, and her
preference to prioritise motherhood while avoiding
Telugu dialogues.

Deepika Padukone has finally addressed her

Religion Will Never Come Between
Us’: Sonakshi Sinha Opens Up On Life
With Huband Laheer Igbal

s

onakshi Sinha, who tied the knot with longtime

boyfriend Zaheer Igbal in 2024 after nearly

eight vears together, is letting fans into her
world like never before. In a candid chat on The
Right Angle with Sonal Kalra, the actor shared her
thoughts on love, interfaith marriage, family
dynamics, and her new films.When asked whether
religion has ever come in the way of her
relationship, Sonakshi was quick to dismiss the
notion. “In how we are as a couple, no. In how we
are at home, in terms of the different ways that
we've been brought up in, there are certain customs
that he and his family follow, which I really respect,
andthere are certain customs that me and my family
follow, which they respect.

Religion is something that will never come in
between the two of us. There's never been any
question, fight, or tension when it comes to that,
and I think that’s the most beautiful part of it. Our
strength liesinrespect.”

The 38-year-old also revealed how her parents, actor
Shatrughan Sinha and politician Poonam Sinha,
have wholeheartedly embraced Zaheer as part of
the family. “100% damad he is," she said with a
laugh. “Everyone runs helter-skelter when he
comes, saying ‘Zaheer aarahe hai, damad ji aa rahe
hai.® My mom keeps asking kya khayega, kya
khayega, and my dad loves spending time with him.
I think they've become really good friends. When [
enter the roomn, it's usually the two of them talking
while I git quietly!"

Speaking about her relationship with Zaheer,
Sonakshi reflected on what makes their bond
special after seven years of dating before marriage.
“We say we want to find someone we want to grow
old with. But after being with a person like Zaheer,
you realise you need someone you can remain a
child with. Ussi se hansi mazak barkarar rehta hai.
You are constantly langhing. This was something 1
was missing in my life. Ab aa chuka hai, toh I
couldn’tbe happier.”

What's Next for SonakshiSinha

Away from her personal life, Sonakshi is keeping just
as busy professionally. She confirmed that she has
wrapped up two films, including her much-
anticipated Telugu debut Jatadhara, which is
expected to release by the end of the year.
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