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Trump focuses on
peace, Europe on
the pieces

Lawrence Freedman, emeritus professor of war
studies at King’s College London, has an acerbic
description of the statecraft of US President
Donald Trump: “Never assume you know what
Donald Trump is going to do or say next because it
is unlikely he does. Take seriously what he says at
any time because that probably accurately reflects
what he is thinking, but some of his thoughts can
be very transitory and are soon replaced by others.
If you don’t like the positions being held on one
day, push back because he might be convinced to
hold a different position the next. Equally, when
satisfied with today’s position, do not assume it
will last.” Unsurprisingly, the representatives of
Europe’s ruling elite who headed to the White
House to meet with Trump on Monday counted
that there was scope to push back the consensus
reached at the Alaska meeting between Trump and
his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin on August
15 to the effect that achieving “a comprehensive,
just, and sustainable resolution to the conflict
surrounding Ukraine—including the eradication
of its root causes” should be the priority, rather
than an immediate ceasefire to end the war.

The European allies are alarmed that Trump dropped
the idea of imposing crippling sanctions on
Russia. But they feel excited that on the
contentious issue of security guarantee for
Ukraine, Trump extracted a “horosho” (okay)
from Putin, which could open a pathway for
inserting themselves into the Ukraine settlement
process. The play here is to lock Trump into
Europe and an anti-Russian Ukraine. Trump
seemed to acquiesce when he told Fox News that
American forces could assist Ukraine’s allies in
deterring future Russian attacks.

It will be extremely difficult for the present-day
European leaders, whose rhetoric even today is
replete with animus against Putin and Russia, to
resume contacts directly with Putin. But on the
other hand, the Europeans anyway have nothing
concrete to propose constructively, either—apart
from beating the dead horse of a ceasefire and
piling even more sanctions on Russia and
repeating the idea of a Western force to give
security guarantee in a post-ceasefire politico-
military scenario in Ukraine. In the final analysis,
the Europeans’ efforts narrow down to loosening
the newfound bonding between Trump and Putin,
which could make the Alaska matrix fluid and
inchoate.How far these efforts will succeed time
only can tell. But the interplay of these
contradictions through the week since the Alaska
meeting has made the overall “constructive and
mutually respectful atmosphere” at
Anchorage—to quote Putin—and his “friendly
and trust-based conversation” with Trump less
alluring and seemingly fragile.And then, there are
the moving parts. Principally, the Russian
offensive is sharply accelerating as it made it a
point to launch the largest strike this month on
Ukraine after Trump hosted Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, and EU and UK leaders for talks. This
is no small matter, since major sticking points of
the peace talks are said to be potential land swaps
and security guarantees for Ukraine. In the run-up
to the Alaska meeting, Trump had threatened
Russia with “severe consequences” if it did not
accept a ceasefire, but afterwards, he summarily
dropped that demand and said it was best to focus
on a comprehensive peace deal, as Putin had
pushed for. Again, Zelenskyy’s European partners
are not only supportive of a strong Ukrainian army
that is provided with weapons and training by
Western partners, but also are offering Ukraine a
guarantee resembling Nato’s collective defence
mandate, Article 5, which stipulates that an attack
on one member of the alliance is considered an
attack onall.

The Karnataka Assembly on Tuesday passed the

Governance model of UTs needs a reset

The Union must act not as a jealous sovereign but as a generous trustee of UTs.

INDIA’s constitutional tapestry is woven out of
innumerable threads — threads of history and memory,
of law and politics, of compromise and conviction —
and one of its most peculiar yet enduring strands is the
story of Union Territories (UTs), known at the time of
constitutional inception as Chief Commissioner’s
provinces.The genesis of this constitutional conundrum
traces back to the deliberations of the Constituent
Assembly, where four members representing Chief
Commissioner’s provinces argued for their rightful
place in India’s democratic architecture.

KM Munshi, an active member of the Constituent
Assembly, moved a resolution on April 30, 1947, for the
formation of the Union Constitution Committee (UCC)
and the Provincial Model Constitution Committee.

CM Poonacha (representing Coorg) proposed that a joint
sub-committee of three members should specifically
address the issues of the Chief Commissioner’s
provinces. His proposal was rejected; instead, the UCC

assumed charge of the matter.The July 21, 1947, report |
of the UCC, recommended maintaining the status quo |

itself perplexed, as Syed Muhammad Saadulla
admitted. His defence of the committee’s position
articulated the prevailing hesitancy: how could small
enclaves with a few lakh people sustain the apparatus of
self-government? If Delhi with a population of 20 lakh
was made a separate unit, how could Ajmer-Merwara
(10 lakh) or Coorg (less than two lakh) be denied the

— that Chief Commissioner’s provinces continue under |

Central governance in accordance with the Government

of India Act of 1935. Yet, the debate was far from |

settled.

On July 30, 1947, Deshbandhu Gupta (representing
Delhi) pressed for a special subcommittee to suggest
“suitable constitutional changes to be brought in the
administrative system of the Chief Commissioner’s
provinces”. His amendment carried the day, and soon
after the President of the Constituent Assembly,
Rajendra Prasad, appointed a committee chaired by
Pattabhi Sitaramayya.The Sitaramayya Committee’s
report, tabled in November 1948, offered a cautious
blueprint. It proposed that Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara,
Coorg and Panth-Piploda should be designated
Licutenant Governor’s provinces with legislative
assemblies and councils of ministers, though subject to
overriding Union control. Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
strategically sensitive, were to remain under direct
Central authority. The report was path-breaking for its
time, but tragically, it was never debated. The Drafting
Committee quietly sidestepped it.Thereafter, the
Assembly’s discussions took a different turn. On
November 9, 1948, MBL Bhargava, himself a member
of the Sitaramayya panel, remarked that the curbs on
autonomy it envisaged were accepted by
representatives of these provinces only as an unwilling
concession.The Drafting Committee, however, found

same? Mahavir Tyagi and Mohan Lal Gautam put it
more bluntly in August 1949: these territories should
remain under Central control temporarily and
ultimately be merged with larger states. Thus, UTs came
into being not by bold design but by default, an interim
expedient, a “hanging fire” in the words of Poonacha.
They were never meant to be permanent fixtures of the
Republic. Yet history has its ironies. What the
Constitution’s framers considered too small, too fragile
or too transitional have evolved today into robust
communities with their own identities, issues and
aspirations.The transformation is evident in hard
numbers. Chandigarh’s population now exceeds 15
lakh, surpassing Sikkim’s six lakh and equalling
Mizoram’s figure. The case of Chandigarh is, however,
unique. It was never an original UT or a Chief
Commissioner’s province. It was the capital of joint
Punjab, built as a replacement for the loss of Lahore.
When Punjab got trifurcated and the status of
Chandigarh was contested, it became a UT as a
consequence of Section 4 of the Punjab Reorganisation
Act, 1966, albeit for an interim period pending the
settlement of'its political question.

The combined population of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and

Daman & Diu, according to the 2011 Census, stands at

5.85 lakh — merely 25,000 less than that of Sikkim. The
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’s 2023 estimates
indicate that Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and
Daman & Diu, and Mizoram each have around 12 lakh
residents. Puducherry’s population of 16.46 lakh
exceeds both Goa’s and Arunachal Pradesh’s 15 lakh.
Delhi and J&K boast populations larger than those of
several states.In terms of population density, the
disparities are even more pronounced.
Lakshadweep’s density of 2,013 people per square
km is twice that of Bihar, India’s most densely
populated state at 1,102. Puducherry’s density of
2,598 is about 2.5 times Bihar’s, while Chandigarh’s
9,252 is more than eight times Bihar’s figure. Delhi’s
staggering density exceeds 11,000 people per square
km.These statistics demolish the argument that such
territories are too small, too thinly populated or too
peripheral to deserve democratic self-rule. If states
with lesser populations and densities can sustain
fully autonomous governments with legislative
assemblies and councils of ministers, the continued
denial of similar rights to UTs appears increasingly
indefensible.
" The political case is stronger still. Each UT has
incubated its own political culture and policy
problems — for instance, Chandigarh’s land regimes,
‘laal dora’ questions, housing board legacies and lease-
to-freehold transitions have been hanging fire for two-
and-a-half decades.The solution to Chandigarh’s
problems lies in a representative and accountable
governance model without prejudice to its status asa UT
— since it is the capital of Punjab and Haryana— and the
conflicting political claims of both states.This can be
achieved by the people of the city electing a Mayor for a
five-year term, who then would function through a
Mayor in Council with powers over all subjects except
land, police and public order that would be vested in the
Administrator.

The latter would exercise these powers in statutory

consultation with the Mayor in Council. It would be a
directly elected, powerful Mayor — as most dynamic
megapolises have around the world.For other UTs, the
constitutional operating system remains stubbornly
diarchic. In the three UTs with a legislature (Delhi,
Puducherry and J&K), the Lieutenant Governor retains a
wide berth, and the Union reserves public order, police,
land and services. Delhi, as the capital, remains the
theatre for tensions between local autonomy and national
symbolism.

ey The gig economy has been in India since around 2010, when food delivery L

With investigations at Dharmasthala on hold until the SIT gives its report, which could take months, the police could begin a parallel probe into the latest complaints

Karnataka Platform-based Gig Workers (Social
Security and Welfare) Bill to ensure a degree of
security for those working on contract with
digital platforms for delivering services. The bill
provides a dispute resolution mechanism;
establishes a gig workers’ welfare board, which
will set up a welfare fund; provides for
registration of workers, aggregators or platforms;
income security; and reasonable working
conditions. These are essential covers for gig
workers who have worked through a pandemic
and continue to toil through regular extreme
weather conditions to deliver goods while
braving a range of threats from air pollution to
traffic hazards. The timing of the bill’s passage in
Karnataka coincides with heavy rains and
inundation in several parts of India—a steep challenge

time off, and limited access to health insurance.

through which gig workers continue their work of The gigeconomy hasbeen in Indiasince around 2010, when

delivering even when offices, schools and colleges are
ordered shut for people’s safety. Besides, gig workers also
face challenges such as income instability, lack of paid

food delivery and ride-hailing platforms arrived. But a
regulatory mechanism to ensure security for gig workers
has remained conspicuous by its absence across India. So

far, Rajasthan is the only state with a regulatory
mechanism for gig workers with its Rajasthan
Platform-based Gig Workers (Registration and
Welfare) Act, 2023. The Karnataka Bill now has
to pass through the legislative council to become
an Act and benefit four lakh workers in the
state.The gig economy has emerged as a key
employment generator globally. According to Niti
Aayog’s estimates, India’s gig sector had 77 lakh
workers in 2020 and is expected to triple to 2.35
crore by 2029-30. The sector’s growth has
drastically shifted work practices over the last few
years. It has led to new issues relating to
employment, to which employers and business
membership organisations have responded within
a regulated framework in many countries. The
regulatory landscape and various aspects of
worker welfare in the gig economy are still nascent in
India. The need of the hour is for institutions like business
organisations to take up a greater role in shaping social
dialogue and organising efforts to address the challenges
faced by gig workers.

Financial fraud | Battling threats with Al-driven compliance

With the growth of digital transactions, frauds
have also grown manifold—including those
driven by Al tools. While the RBI and National
Payments Corporation are deploying Al to
detect and prevent threats, systemic
compliance lapses can also be fixed with the
help of Al to strengthen the system

India’s digital payments landscape has witnessed
exponential growth, with over 18,000 crore
transactions recorded in 2024-25. UPI transactions
alone surged by 137 percent to ?200 trillion in 2023-24.

However, this surge has been accompanied by a
significant rise in digital financial frauds. Between
April 2024 and January 2025, the country reported 24
lakh digital fraud incidents, amounting to losses of
74,245 crore, a 67 percent increase from the previous
year. High-value cyber fraud cases, involving sums
exceeding ?1 lakh, have also escalated, with 29,082
such incidents causing losses of approximately ?175
crore. The rampant spike in financial frauds in India can
be traced back to a range of contributing factors. One
major driver has been the rapid shift to mobile-based
and UPI platforms, which, while transformative, has
outpaced user awareness and digital literacy. As a
result, a large section of users remains highly
susceptible to fake payment links, fraudulent apps and
phishing attempts. At the same time, fraudsters are
becoming more sophisticated, increasingly relying on
Al-generated content, deepfakes and other advanced
techniques to manipulate and mislead people.

But it’s not just about individual vulnerabilities or
evolving fraud tactics. Beneath the surface lies a deeper
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issue: systemic compliance lapses. Weak enforcement
of onboarding norms, gaps in merchant verification
and inconsistent application of regulatory protocols are
creating blind spots across the payments
ecosystem.Addressing these structural flaws is just as
important as strengthening frontline defences,
especially if we hope to build a secure and resilient
digital financial system. Against this backdrop,
institutions are turning to artificial intelligence for
proactive threat detection, automated incident
response and adaptive risk modelling.Financial
institutions and regulatory bodies are already turning to
Al and machine learning (ML) technologies. The
Reserve Bank of India has introduced MuleHunter. Al
to detect and eliminate mule accounts, which are often
instrumental in fraudulent financial schemes.
dditionally, the National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI) has launched a pilot project implementing a
federated Al model in collaboration with leading banks

to enhance fraud detection and risk assessment across
the banking ecosystem. Mastercard’s decision
intelligence platform analyses 16,000 crore
transactions annually, assigning risk scores in
milliseconds to block unauthorised activity.

Some of the key roles of Al-driven models include threat
detection and prevention through anomaly detection
and behavioural analysis for recognising suspicious
actions. With ML algorithms, Al models continuously
monitor transactions and detect unusual activities. It
also consists of automated incident response systems.
With these systems, Al-based cybersecurity models
can execute predefined responses by quickly
recognising cyber incidents with Al-powered security
orchestration, automation and response or SOAR
systems. This incident response significantly
minimises the damage before it escalates.Further, Al-
powered endpoint security solutions and antivirus
provide protection from phishing attacks. Al models

continuously adapt to detect new and emerging
threats, ensuring real-time protection. For instance,
the RBI’s AI/ML-based system has been designed to
detect mule accounts that are used for phishing scams,
enhancing accuracy and speed in detection and
ultimately preventing fraudulent transactions.

Complementing these key elements can judiciously

detect evolving threats. Natural language processing
that can recognise phishing emails and malicious web
links, and deep learning that can identify advanced
persistent threats.RBI’s MuleHunter.AI and NPCI’s
federated Al model trial signify a pivotal shift toward
collaborative, data-driven security frameworks.
Coupled with Indian Computer Emergency Response
Team’s mandated real-time incident reporting and
RBI’s exclusive ‘.bank.in’ domain directive, these
initiatives illustrate how Al can fill critical visibility
gaps.However,

Al adoption faces a few key challenges. Al-generated
threats aren’t easy to spot even with advanced
detection models. While the need for large datasets for
training Al models raises privacy concerns, using
limited data may lead to false positives by unfairly
flagging legal activities or vice versa. There is also a
growing risk of adversarial Al, wherein attackers can
manipulate open Al models by feeding deceptive
information.In the future, financial institutions must
adopt strategies such as Al-driven zero trust
architecture, an approach that demands rigorous
verification of all users, systems and processes; with
trust never assumed but consistently earned.
Additionally, establishing a robust multi-stakeholder
approach with integrated efforts spanning across
regulators, financial institutions and technology
providers would be crucial in ensuring that
technological innovation is not undermined by
vulnerabilities, and that trust in the financial system
remains intact.
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Apollo Hospitals’ Suneetha
Reddy sells 1.3% stake

CHENNAI(Agency)
The Apollo Hospital Enterprise Ltd (AHEL) has

officially announced on Friday that one of its
promoters Suneetha Reddy has sold its 1.3% of stakes
in the company through a block deal. Reddy will sell
1897239 equity shares at a price of Rs 7850 per share,
adiscount of 1% from Thursday closing at NSE.

In a Friday statement, the company said that the
promoters’ shareholding will be reduced from 29.3%
to 28% after the deal. The pledged holdings of the
promoter/promoter group (as a percentage of their
total holding) will reduce from 13.1% from 2%, said
the release. Reddy holds a 3.36% stake in the hospital,
accounting for 48.34 lakh shares in the company, as
per NSE dataThe proceeds will be used to pare down
outstanding debt of the promoter group. Morgan
Stanley India Company Private Limited acted as a
selling broker to the sale.After the announcement,
Apollo Hospitals share price fell by 0.11%, currently
trading atRs 7919 at 10.33 am.

Shares of the company touched its 52-week high of Rs
7,947 per share on Thursday.The company had
reported a 42% rise in net profit from Rs 305 crore to
Rs 433 crore in the first quarter of the current financial
year. The company’s operating also rose from Rs 675
crore Q1FY24 from Rs 852 crore in Q1FY25.

Earlier, Apollo Hospitals announced that it will partner
with OneBanc, an Al-powered workplace banking
and wellness platform. The aim is to enable new
technology-enabled corporate health solutions.

Lord Swraj Paul, NRI
industrialist and
philanthropist, passes away
at 93 in London

New Delhi.(Agency)

From the bylanes of Jalandhar to a regular name in the
annual 'Sunday Times Rich List', Lord Swraj Paul,
who died on Thursday evening in London, was one of
the most well-known NRI entrepreneurs and
philanthropists.Born to Pyare Lal, who ran a small
foundry used to make steel goods, including buckets
and other farming equipment, Lord Paul was exposed
to business early in his life much before he went on to
establish UK-based Caparo Group, a diversified
businesses entity with interests predominantly in
design, manufacture, marketing and distribution of
value-added steel and niche engineering products.

Born on February 18, 1931, he completed high school
education at Jalandhar and Bachelors in Science from
Punjab University in 1949.Then he went to the US to
pursue his Bachelors & Masters degrees in
Mechanical Engineering from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT).After completing his
studies at MIT, he returned to India to join the family
business, Apeejay Surrendra Group -- one of India's
oldest business conglomerates.But as fate would
have it, he relocated to the UK in 1966 in pursuit of
treatment for his daughter Ambika who was suffering
from leukemia.

Unfortunately, she died aged four.

Later, set up the Ambika Paul Foundation as a
charitable trust that went on to donate millions to
promote the wellbeing of children and young people
all over the world through education and health
initiatives.The Ambika Paul Children's Zoo in
London is one of the major beneficiaries of the
foundation.Lord Paul laid the foundation to set up
Caparo in 1968 with headquarters in London and it
went on to become one of the largest steel conversion
and distribution businesses in the UK. Today, it has
operations in the UK, India, the US, Canada, and the
UAE with a turnover of over USD 1 billion. While he
was blessed with success in business, his life had a
fair share of tragedies.

GMR Airports board
approves 5,000 crore
fundraising, SPV for Delhi
Cargo City project

CHENNALI.(Agency)

GMR Airports Ltd has approved plans to raise up to
75,000 crore through a mix of instruments such as
equity shares, non-convertible debentures (NCDs),
warrants and foreign currency convertible bonds
(FCCBs). The funds will be raised in tranches,
depending on business requirements and market
conditions.The board has also cleared the formation
of a special purpose vehicle (SPV) for the Cargo City
Project at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA), awarded by Delhi International Airport Ltd
(DIAL). The Cargo City, spread across about 50
acres, will handle finance, design, development,
operation and maintenance of cargo facilities,
boosting the airport’s logistics capacity. GMR
operates major airports in Delhi, Hyderabad and Goa,
and is also developing the Bhogapuram airport in
Andhra Pradesh. In Nagpur, its subsidiary has
secured a ?2,600 crore loan from Tata Capital for
expansion, though final takeover awaits Union
Cabinet approval.In FY25, GMR Airports handled
120.5 million passengers, up 9% year-on-year.
Revenue for the year rose 18% to ?10,836 crore,
while EBITDA grew 22.5% to 74,188 crore. Despite
strong growth, the company posted a net loss of ?817
crore for FY25, only slightly lower than the ?829
crorelossin FY24.

In the March quarter (Q4 FY25), revenue increased
nearly 17% to 72,977 crore and EBITDA rose 19% to
71,123 crore. However, the net loss widened to 7253
crore compared with 7168 crore in the same quarter
last year. Notably, GMR had turned profitable in Q3
FY25 with a ?202 crore net profit, supported by
strong traffic and better margins.According to a
leading infrastructure sector consultant, the fresh
fundraising plan will give GMR greater financial
flexibility to support expansion, strengthen its
balance sheet and invest in large-scale projects such
as the Cargo City.

Wealthy Asian families bet big on crypto: Report

The growing interest comes as

Bitcoin recently hit an all-time
high of over $124,000. New rules,
such as Hong Kong's stablecoin
legislation and the United States'
GENIUS Act, have further hoosted

confidence in the sector.
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New Delhi.(Agency)

Wealthy Asian families and family offices
are showing a growing appetite for
cryptocurrency, making it a larger part of
their investment portfolios. The move is
being fuelled by record-breaking digital
asset prices, easier access to trading
platforms, and supportive rules in key
markets, reported Reuters.Wealth
managers across the region say interest
has shifted sharply. A few years ago,
investors only wanted a small slice of
crypto. Now, many see it as an essential

part of a modern portfolio. Demand has
risen for not just Bitcoin, but also funds,
exchange-traded products, and advanced
trading strategies.Jason Huang, founder
of Singapore-based NextGen Digital
Venture, said his new crypto equity fund
raised over $100 million in just a few
months. “Our investors — mainly family
offices and fintech entrepreneurs — see
digital assets as an important diversifier,”

understand and invest

ITR filing 2024—25: Comparing
deductions under old and new tax regime

New Delhi.(Agency)
The deadline to file your Income Tax

for contributions made to the Agnipath
Scheme.

Return (ITR) for the financial year DEDUCTIONS UNDER THE OLD

2024-25 is September 15. With the
date approaching, taxpayers need to
know what deductions they can claim
while filing. These benefits depend on
whether you choose the old tax regime
or the new one. While the new regime is
simpler with lower tax rates, it offers
only a handful of deductions. The old
regime, on the other hand, allows a
wider list of tax-saving options across
investments, loans, insurance, and
donations.

DEDUCTIONS UNDER THE NEW

TAX REGIME

n

+

TAX

TAXREGIME
Even though the new tax regime limits

The old tax regime continues to offer a
wide range of deductions that help
taxpayers reduce their taxable income.

deductions, you can still claim certain
benefits. These include a deduction on
the interest paid on a housing loan
under income from house property, a
deduction under Section 80CCD(2) for
an employer’s contribution to the
central government pension scheme,
and a deduction under Section S0CCH

These include deductions under
Section 24(b) on interest paid for
housing or home improvement loans.
Under Section 80C, taxpayers can
claimup to Rs 1.5 lakh for investments
like PF, PPF, life insurance, and ELSS.
There are further provisions under
Sections 80CCC and 80CCD(1) for

contributions to pension

schemes.Employer contributions are

also deductible under Section

80CCD(2). Other benefits include
deductions for contributions to the
Agnipath Scheme (80CCH), health
insurance and preventive check-ups
(80D), medical expenses for disabled
dependents (80DD), and treatment of
specified diseases (80DDB).

Students and families can benefit from
Section 80E for education loans,
while first-time homebuyers get relief
under Sections 80EE and S8OEEA.
Loans for electric vehicles are
covered under Section

80EEB.Donations to charities (80G),

rural development or scientific
research (80GGA), and political
parties (80GGC) also qualify.

Rent payments without HRA can be

claimed under Section 80GG. Senior
citizens get deductions on interest
income under Section 80TTA, while
individuals with disabilities can claim
under Section 80U.

UPI providers may revise business model as
subsidy cuts raise concerns over costs

CHENNALI.(Agency)

Every time you scan a payment QR code
and the payment is completed — it
appears seamless, free of cost. But is
the transaction actually free? While the
unified payments interface (UPI)
transactions remain free for users, the
government bears the cost for
maintaining the payment infrastructure
behind the service by subsidising banks
and other stakeholders, especially in
case of small value transactions.

However, consecutive reductions in
government subsidies and signs of
further lowering it have put pressure on
UPI providers, with industry experts
indicating that a change in their
business model may be imminent,
particularly as the cost of running low-
value transactions becomes a growing
concern.While the industry has raised
concerns, financial sector
experts—including some within the

government—point out that the
subsidy was introduced with temporary
objectives, such as encouraging digital
transactions during demonetisation and
the Covid pandemic. They argue that
expecting public money to
permanently sustain private businesses
is not a fair demand. More importantly,
the core technology infrastructure for
UPI payments was built by the
government, and private players are
already leveraging it for their business
without making any significant
investment of their own.The finance
ministry has reduced the incentive for
processing small-value UPI payments
at small merchant outlets to 0.15% per
transaction from 0.25% previous year.
This means that when banks earlier got
an incentive of Rs 0.25 for a transaction
of Rs 100, they’ll now get only Rs 0.15
for the same transaction.In its
budgetary allocation, the government

reduced its incentive scheme for
promotion of low-value BHIM-UPI
transactions (Person to Merchant —
P2M) for the financial year 2024-25.
The incentive was more than halved to
Rs 1,500 crores from Rs 3,500 crores in
the previous year. However, the
incentive payout by the Government
was actually Rs 3,631 crores last
year.Further, the Reserve Bank of India
governor Sanjay Malhotra recently
hinted that the free lunch is soon to be
finished. “Any important infrastructure
must bear fruit,” he said in the Financial
Express BFSI event in Mumbai
recently. He added that for any service
to be truly sustainable, “its cost should
be paid whether collectively or by the
user.”The incentive exclusively covers
UPI P2M transactions of up to Rs
2,000, specifically targeting small
merchants to encourage the adoption of
digital payments at the grassroots level.

he explained. His earlier fund returned
375% in less than two years before closing
last year.Global banks are also noticing
the trend. UBS said some overseas
Chinese family offices now plan to put
around 5% of their portfolios into crypto.
“Many second- and third-generation
family members are taking active steps to
in virtual
currencies,” noted Lu Zijie, head of

wealth management at UBS China.

The growing interest comes as Bitcoin
recently hit an all-time high of over
$124,000. New rules, such as Hong
Kong’s stablecoin legislation and the
United States’ GENIUS Act, have
further boosted confidence in the
sector.Crypto exchanges have been
among the biggest winners. Hong
Kong’s HashKey Exchange reported an
85% jump in registered users over the
past year. In South Korea, trading
volumes at major exchanges have
climbed more than 17% so far in 2025,
with daily activity rising by over
20%.Experts believe the move reflects
not just a hunt for high returns but also
better risk control. Giselle Lai of
Fidelity International said investors
increasingly view Bitcoin as a hedge
against global uncertainties due to its

weak ties with stocks and bonds.

Singapore-based Revo Digital Family
Office added that investors are becoming
more sophisticated, moving from simple
Bitcoin ETFs to directly holding tokens
and exploring strategies like arbitrage.

As Saad Ahmed of crypto exchange Gemini

put it: “The momentum has built because

the asset class itselfis maturing.”

Credit score confusion: Is CIBIL
transparent enough in deciding
your financial fate

New Delhi.(Agency)

Most people in India know the importance of a
CIBIL. It can decide whether someone gets a car
loan, ahome loan, or even a credit card. Yet, very
few actually know how CIBIL works or who
controls it.The issue came up in Parliament
recently when Karti P Chidambaram, Member
of Parliament from Tamil Nadu, raised concerns
about the lack of transparency in how CIBIL
functions.“If you want to take a car loan, if the
finance minister of this country wants to take a
house loan, everything depends on the CIBIL
score. But nobody knows how this CIBIL
organisation works. It's actually a private
company. It’s a company called TransUnion.
This is the company which is rating every one of
us based on our credit history. But we do not
know whether they are updating our credit
history properly. There is no transparency. There
is no way for us to appeal,” Chidambaram said
in Parliament.He added that many borrowers

REJECTION

face problems when their repayments are not
reflected properly.“There is a complete
asymmetry between the company which is
rating us and us. There is no redressal at all.
Every time we go to a bank, we are told our score
is bad. Farmers repay loans using subsidies, but
CIBIL does not update it. If there is a settlement
with an ARC, CIBIL does not update it. There
must be greater transparency,” he said.His
comments have drawn attention to how exactly
CIBIL functions and why it plays such a big role
in everyday finances.

WHATIS CIBIL?

CIBIL, or TransUnion CIBIL, is one of four major
credit bureaus in India. The others are Equifax,
Experian, and CRIF High Mark. All these
bureaus are private companies, but they are
regulated by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
under the Credit Information Companies
(Regulation) Act.

Real-money gaming ban rocks advertising,
sports sponsorships: What's at stake

Sebi would also work with the
corporate affairs ministry and
stock exchanges to build a
regulated platform for pre-IP0
or unlisted companies so that
they can trade with required

disclosures.

MUMBALI(Agency)

For over a decade, real-money gaming and
fantasy sports quietly rewrote the rules of
India’s advertising and sports sponsorship
landscape. Platforms like Dreamll,
MPL, and My 1Circle started small, but
soon turned cricket into a multi-crore
playground for advertisers.From flashy
IPL campaigns to celebrity endorsements,
the rise of fantasy sports created a new
ecosystem where brands, broadcasters,
and even grassroots leagues thrived.Now,

with Parliament passing the Promotion
and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill,
2025, which bans all money-based online
games, that ecosystem has been thrown
into sudden turbulence.Advertisers,
sports bodies, and content creators are left
staring at empty budgets and uncertain

strategies.
THE RISE
HALT

AND THE SUDDEN

India boasts 568 million active gamers,

roughly one in every five globally. The
online gaming market has grown to
$3.7 billion, with the real-money
segment—fantasy sports, rummy,
poker—accounting for 86% of
industry revenues.Fantasy sports
platforms were some of the largest

spenders in sports advertising. Dream11

alone reportedly holds Rs 350 crore
cricket sponsorship deals, wh

Myl1Circle commands IPL fantasy
rights worth Rs 625 crore over five
years.Together, their spending helped

push the Indian sports ad market to
16,600 crore in 2024, with cricket at

heart.The new legislation disrupts this
flow almost overnight. Analysts estimate

India.Broadcasters,

including cricket,
ile

games’.

Rs
its

rummy and poker,”

illegal,

that real-money gaming contributes over
Rs 4,500 crore annually to advertising in
ad agencies,

influencers now face a sudden
void—plans frozen, campaigns delayed,
and revenue streams blocked.“A number
of major sporting events and teams,

are sponsored by
in  companies whose business may now fall
within the ambit of ‘online money

These include fantasy draft games, in
particular, as well as games such as
said Vikram Jeet
Singh, Partner at BTG Advaya.“The
conduct of these games will be made
and even the promotion and

advertising of such games may attract
penalty. Broadcasters cannot, for
example, show ads during sporting events
that promote online money games. Online
content curators such as YouTube will be
barred from showing these ads, as well,”
he added.

MORE THAN JUSTMONEY

The implications go deeper than balance
sheets. Fantasy sports sponsorships
became an engine not just for advertising,
but for sports development itself.Smaller
leagues, emerging sports, and grassroots
talent often relied on this indirect support.
With those lifelines threatened, India’s
sporting pipeline may face long-term
consequences.Digital content creators
and marketers who catered to gaming
audiences are also feeling the pinch.
Reduced budgets ripple across influencer
collaborations, content production, and
esports events linked to real-money
platforms."Yes, a number of sports teams
and events are sponsored by companies
involved in offering online money games.
For some entities, online money games
may account for the majority of their
revenues.

and
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Street dogs case: Who's emerged
victorious after Supreme Court's verdict?

»In the street dog case, the

Supreme Court's verdict sees
elements of both sides of the stray
dog arguments: strays will be
sterilised and vaccinated, aggressive
ones will be kept in shelters, and
public feeding will be limited to
designated areas. But which side
really won the stray dog debate?

Agency New Delhi.
More than the stray dogs, it was the debate

that came across as rabid. As with most

On 28 July. the Bench of Justices Pardiwala

balance.The bench of Justices JB  theground. Animal activists and dog feeders ook to the
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan on August § 8 LAKH STRAYS IN NCR AND 25,000  streets and reams after reams were written
ordered civic bodies in Delhi NCR thatall  DOG BITE CASES INNCR slamming the order. The other side also

stray dogs be rounded up, sterilised and
keptin shelters within eight weeks.

and Mahadevan took suo moto cognisance
of a news report in The Times of
India’'s Delhi edition, titled 'City -
Hounded by Strays. Kids Pay Price’. g
The Bench noted that the news item %
contained "very disturbing and
alarming"” figures and facts. ;
[t is a fact that Delhi NCR has seen a 1! o
surge in dog bite and rabics cases, |
which is due to ineffective policy & =
implementation by civic bodies,
including the Municipal Corporation

Delhi NCR saw a steep rise in the street dog

population and a corresponding increase
in attacks by strays. It was against this
background that the Supreme Court took

saw people secking the other extreme of
getting dogs permanently removed.
though they were outnumbered. The
majority, it was said, silently backed the
move to control the stray dogs.

PEOPLE HAIL THE VERDICT AND
ITSMIDDLE PATH

On Friday, a three-judge bench of Justices
Vikram Nath, Sandeep Mehta and NV
Anjaria on Friday ordered modifications
to the August 8 verdict.Instead of herding
street dogs in shelters as directed earlier,
the new order asks them to be sterilised
and returned to the streets. Only dogs that
are aggressive should be kept in shelters,

- X -
A h
o 3

gy

issues these days, no side. ncither the
activists nor those opposing strays on
Delhi's streets, seemed to have an iota of
flexibility. The ruling by the Supreme
Court in the matter was seen as another
extreme. However, the Supreme Court
verdict on Friday is a victory of reason and

Chaos At First Event By Délhi
Chief Minister After Attack,
Man Escorted Qut

Agency New Delhi.

Chaos erupted at an event attended by Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta this morning, leading to security
concerns at her first public event since being attacked at
a grievance redressal programme at her residence two
days ago. A man raised slogans at the event in Delhi's
Gandhinagar, apparently after an argument with local
traders at the wholesale garment market, and was
immediately removed from the venue by the police.The
man initially raised slogans in support of the Chief
Minister, followed by a "murdabad" slogan against
someone else, which alerted the police. As cops swung
into action and escorted the man out, he claimed he was
a BJP worker, which is yet to be verified.

The police are yet to release an official statement on this
incident.Ms Guplta continued with her speech thereafler
at the inaugural event of Vastrika, an open market
garment show at the Gandhi Nagar wholesale market.
Speaking in the "'Yamunapaar' area (near the Yamuna's
banks), she reiterated her vow to clean the Yamuna
Riverand work without pause.

"Mother Yamuna will start appearing better and more
beautiful with time. There will be water lines and sewer
lines across Yamunapar., Water pipelines will be [aid,
and multiple parking lots and toilets will be built. |
assure you that your Chief Minister Didi will not be
afraid, will not get tired, will not lose. Till Delhi gets its
rights, she will keep fighting with you. It is my vow to
continuously fight with you," she said,

Gandhinagar MLA Arvind Singh Lovely was also present
al the evenl.This comes amid heightened security in
view of Wednesday's aftack on Ms Gupta. The Chief
Minister was listening to public grievances when she
was attacked by a man in his 40s, identified as Rajesh
Sakriya from Gujarat. The attacker's mother later
claimed he was upset over the Supreme Court's order to
move all stray dogs to shelters.

Thunderstorms and
rain expected over
weekend in Delhi

Agency New Delhi.
Thunderstorms and lightning are likely to hit the capital

over the weekend, with the India Meteorological
Department issuing a yellow alert for Saturday.

Delhiites can also expect wet weather in the coming
days, with forecasts suggesting cloudy skies and light
to moderate rainfall across the city and adjoining
NCR.

On Friday, isolated places in Delhi may witness very
light to light rain or thundershowers by late evening,
with the wet spell expected to continue through next
week. The intensity of showers is likely to increase
from Saturday, August 23, with one or two spells of
light to moderate rain at most places, along with the

possibility of intense downpours at isolated locations.
Similar conditions are forecast for Sunday.

On Monday, August 25, light to moderate rain and
thundershowers are predicted across the capital, while
August 26 and 27 may see very light to light showers
under generally cloudy skies.The Safdarjung
observatory, considered Delhi’s base weather station,
recorded a maximum temperature of 34.8°C and a
minimum of25.9°C, both close to normal.

of Delhi (MCD),

To ensure humane and effective dog
population management, the central
government framed the Animal Birth
Control (ABC) Rules, 2023, under the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act,
1960. However. there was total failure in
the implementation of the ABC rules on

up the case and delivered the judgment.
Delhi has around 8 lakh street dogs and
witnessed around 25,000 dog bite cases in
2024 and over 3,000 in January 2025
alone.The August 8 order by the two-judge
Supreme Court bench caused massive
uproar and petitions by street dog lovers
and activists were filed in the apex court.

What are you doing? Top court raps parties’

the SC said on Friday."A victory for
compassion, coexistence and justice,”
wrote software engineer and animal
activist Divesh Sharma on X.

Some dog lovers framed it as a victory."We
have Won," wrote New Delhi-based social
entreprencur Harteerath Singh Ahluwalia
on X.

'inaction’ over missing Bihar voters

The Supreme Court's remarks came after the Election Commission said none of the

major political parties in Bihar filed any objections over the draft electoral rolls.

Agency New Delhi.

The Supreme Court on Friday pulled up
the political parties in Bihar over their
inaction in assisting the people who
were left out of the draft electoral rolls
during the special intensive revision
(SIR) in filing claims and objections,
A two-judge bench headed by Justice
Surya Kant directed 12 political
parties to issue orders to party

workers to assist people in filing their »

complaints with any of the 11
documents listed by the Election
Commission or Aadhaar card. The
court also said it was not altering the
timeline of the exercise for now.

In its previous hearing, the Supreme
Court said those whose names have
been struck off the draft list could
submit their Aadhaar cards to
challenge this deletion.

"All 12 political parties in Bihar shall
issuc specific directions to party

workers to assist people in filing and
submission of requisite forms with any
Il documents in Form 6 or Aadhaar
card," Justice Kant said.

'POLITICAL PARTIES MUST

ASSISTVOTERS’

The top court expressed surprise after the
poll body said Bihar had over 1.68 lakh
booth-level agents (BLAs) of political
parties. but only two objections have
been filed so far.

This despite vehement criticism by the

opposition, which has claimed that the
SIR exercise would disenfranchise
lakhs of voters. Around 65 lakh voters
have been dropped from the draft
electoral rolls published by the ECI on
August 1.Several opposition parties
have claimed large-scale
irregularities in the numbers,
claiming several of those who are
alive were declared dead in the draft
rolls."We are only surprised by the
inaction of political parties. After
appointing BLAs (booth-level
agents), what are they doing? Why is
there a distance between people and
local political persons? Political
parties must assist voters," the court
said in pointed remarks.

"BLAs ofall political parties are to check
whether the 65 lakh who are not
included in the draft roll are facilitated
or are dead or have voluntarily shifted
theirresidence," the court further said.

Novo Nordisk insulin and weight loss
injections stolen in transit, alert issued

Agency New Delhi.
The Central Drugs Standard Control

Organization on Thursday issued a

health alert in response to the theft of

multiple batches of Danish
pharmaceutical company Novo
Nordisk’s insulin and Wegovy
injections, popular medication for
weight loss.According to the notice,
the batches were stolen during transit
from its Bhiwandi hub to various
distribution routes. It also added that
the stolen batches included insulin
doses marketed as Ryzodeg FlexTouch
and Fiasp (Penfill and FlexTouch) and
three Wegovy doses (0.25 mg, 0.5 mg
and 1 mg).These batches were en route
to locations such as Nagpur, Raipur,
Cuttack and Kolkata. The theft is
currently under police investigation.

"ISRO Really Helped"

The regulator in its health alert letter
mentioned that these stolen drugs are
rDNA injectables that require stricl
temperature control. Any mishandling
or improper storage could affect
product quality and endanger patient
safety.

“The products under consideration are
rDNA origin injectables which are
required to be stored at 2-8 degrees
Celsius.

The quality of the products may be
compromised if the products are not
handled in proper storage conditions
since the formulations are supposed to
be maintained at 2 degrees Celsius to 8
degrees Celsius failing, which would
impact the quality of the product and in
turn impact the safety of the patients,”
the health alert letter read.

In response, the regulator has instructed
state drug controllers to closely
monitor the distribution of these
products and enforce action under the
Drugs & Cosmetics Act, 1940.

Healthcare providers have been urged to
guide patients to report any adverse
cffects and ensure medicines are
sourced only from authorised suppliers
with valid documentation.

“To be careful and procure the above
products from authorized sources only
and with proper invoice," the letter
added.

It may be noted that while Novo
Nordisk’s insulin brands are well-
established in India, Wegovy, which is
a popular medication for weight loss.
was introduced in the Indian pharma
market in the late June only.

Caught on CCTV: Bihar man
beaten with sticks 100
metres from police station

Agency New Delhi.

A shocking video from Bihar’s Nawada district

has surfaced online. showing a group of men

brutally beating a young man in broad daylight.

The incident took place on August 17 near an

under-construction cement factory, barely 100

meters from the Warisaliganj police station. The

victim has been identified as 26-year-old

Manish Kumar, a resident of Baso Chak village

under the Warisaliganj police station area.

In the viral video, several men are seen chasing
Manish and attacking him with sticks. Even afier
he falls to the ground, the assailants continue to
beat him, while bystanders look on and record
the incident without intervening.Manish was
rushed to a local hospital by his family and later
referred to Pawapuri VIMS for further treatment
due to the severity of his injuries.

His father, Ramadhin Prasad Yadavy, has filed a
formal complaint at the Warisaliganj police
station, naming four individuals from Chainpura
village.

He alleged that the accused and their accomplices

attacked his son without any provocation and

also looted a gold chain and Rs 5,000 in cash
during the assault.Police have registered a case
and launched an investigation.

Order on pharmacies as
Ayushman health facilities

irks chemists

Agency New Delhi.

The State Health Agency’s order directing
pharmacies to mandatorily register as health
facilities under the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM) has triggered sharp
opposition from chemists, who have taken up
the matter with the CM.

They have questioned the legality of the
directive and demanded that enrolment
remain voluntary unless backed by law. The
Drugs Control Department issued an order on
Thursday asking all pharmacies to register
themselves on the Health Facility Registry
(HFR), describing it as a “key building block™
ofthe ABDM.

“Being an integral part of the healthcare system,
you are requested to sensitise members of
your associations and other chemists to get
enrolled under the HFR of the ABDM portal,”
the order stated.Pharmacy associations,
however, argue that chemists are already
governed by the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940, and the Pharmacy Act. 1948, and any
additional compliance requirement must
follow due process.

In a letter to the CM, the Retail Distribution
Chemist Alliance (RDCA) said, *While
RDCA supports the digital health mission and
recognises its long-term benefits, we submit
that there is no provision in the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act or the Pharmacy Act
mandating such enrolment. Licensed chemists
are alrcady fully regulated under existing
laws. Additional compliance can only be
imposed through a proper legal notification or
amendment, not through an administrative
letter.” The association alleged that no
stakeholder consultation, awareness drive, or
training session was conducted before the
directive was issued. It also pointed out that
hospitals, clinics, doctors, e-pharmacies and
food delivery platforms selling medicines
have not been subjected to similar directions,
calling the move “discriminatory and unfair.”

: Shubhanshu Shukla On
Rocket Oxygen Leak Before Space Mission

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla was originally planned for lift-off on May 29, but his mission was

Agency New Delhi.

Indian astronaut Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla on Thursday said
ISRO engineers "really helped" by
flagging the liquid oxygen leak in the

launched his

Axiom-4 mission to the International

Falcon-9 rocket that

Space Station (ISS) in June.

Asked by during a press conference in
ISRO
chairman V Narayanan and his team for
"saving his life", Group Captain Shukla
said everybody doing human space flight
missions is "very responsible""It is
important because lives are involved,
and if somebody makes a mistake,
people do lose lives." Group Captain
Shukla, the first Indian astronaut to
travel to the ISS, said."lt really helped
for the technical experts from ISRO to be
available there and to have those
important discussions," he said while
addressing a press conference along with

Delhi on how he "thanked"

postponed due to multiple delays.

Mr Narayanan, backup astronaut
for Axiom-4 mission Prashanth
Balakrishnan Nair, and Union
Minister Jitendra Singh.

Group Captain Shukla was
originally planned for lift-off on
May 29, but his mission was
postponed to June 8 as SpaceX's
Dragon spacecraft was not fully
ready. The mission was then
postponed due to high winds in
the ascent path of the Falcon-9.

toreport on ISRO's involvement.

The launch was delayed again due to a
liquid oxygen leak in the rocket, and the
fault was observed following a demand
for due diligence from the ISRO
Chairman. was the first media channel

He then flew to the space station on Junc
25 alongside former NASA astronaut
Peggy Whitson. Poland's Slawosz
Uznanski-Wisnicwski, and Hungary's
Tibor Kapu. They returned to Earth on

July 15.

"SpaceX Lightly Handled Rocket Leak,
Could've Been Fatal": ISRO Chief

ISRO chairman V Narayanan said SpaceX
had probably taken "lightly" the liquid
oxygen leak in the Falcon-9 rocket.
putting at risk the lives of the four
astronauts.Addressing a press
conference with Group Captain Shukla,
Mr Narayanan said it was at the
insistence of ISRO engineers that

SpaceX examined the leak detected
in the oxidiser lines that carry liquid
oxygen to the rocket engines and
discovered a crack that could have
proved fatal.

"If with the crack the rocket lifts off,
with the vibrations, it will give way
the moment it lifts off. Once it gives
way, it is a catastrophic situation,
nothing else." he said.

"To their (SpaceX's) surprise, it was a
crack. Finally, everything had to be
corrected, Probably, they took it a little
lightly," he said.

He said the ISRO team, which has worked
on liquid oxygen-powered engines for
over 40 years, insisted on a complete
correction, which was carried out by the
SpaceX team."But for the complete
correction, it would have ended in a
catastrophic situation. We have saved the
lives of four astronauts," Mr Narayanan
said.
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1.5 magnitude earthquake
rattles Chilean Antarctic
region, no tsunami threat

SANTIAGO. (Agency)
A 7.5 magnitude earthquake rattled the Chilean
Antarctic region and the southern Drake Passage on
Thursday, the US Geological Survey said.

There was no threat of a tsunami from the quake, which
took place at 10:16 pm (0216 GMT Friday), at a depth
of 6.7 miles (10.8 kilometers), the survey said in a
statement.Drake Passage is a turbulent, 500-mile-
wide strait between South America and Antarctica,
connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

The National Tsunami Warning Center confirmed thata
tsunami was not expected.Chile's national disaster
response service (Senapred) described the
earthquake as "medium intensity" and said a
"precautionary alert" had been issued for the
Antarctic territory.A source from the Chilean interior
ministry said "there is no danger for the Magallanes
region," the southernmost inhabited area of the South
American continent. The state of precaution "requires
abandoning beach areas" and "rocky shores" of the
national Antarctic territory, according to Senapred.

Israel to mobilize 60,000
reservists ahead of an
expanded Gaza City
operation

BANGKOK.(Agency)

Thailand's billionaire Shinawatra dynasty has
dominated the kingdom's politics for 25 years, despite
coups and court cases including Friday's lese-majeste
acquittal of its patriarch.A Bangkok court cleared 76-
year-old Thaksin Shinawatra of breaching Thailand's
tough royal insult laws in an interview with South
Korean media a decade ago.AFP looks at the
Shinawatra family's turbulent quarter-century of
dominating Thai politics and battling the kingdom's
traditional conservative elite.

Founding father

Thaksin served as a police officer before making his
fortune in telecoms and launching the Thai Rak Thai
(Thais Love Thais) party, promising to use his
business savvy to uplift the rural poor.

His populist policies won the devotion of countryside
voters but the ire of the pro-monarchy, pro-military
establishment that regarded him as an insurgent threat
to the traditional social order.He became premier in
2001 and was the first democratically elected Thai
prime minister to serve a full term.He was then re-
elected in a landslide by voters grateful for cash
injections amid the Asian financial crisis, leading the
first Thai party ever to secure an overall majority
alone.However, Thaksin was dogged by corruption
allegations and months of protests. Tanks rolled into
Bangkok while he was on an overseas trip in
September 2006 and the military toppled his
government.He purchased Manchester City despite
his Thai assets being frozen the following year, and
later sold the British football club for a sizeable profit.

Thaksin took himself into exile in 2008 but never
stopped commenting on national affairs -- or,
according to his critics, meddling in them.

A family affair

Thai Rak Thai was dissolved after the 2006 coup, but its
successor, the People's Power party, won the next
election. Thaksin's brother-in-law Somchai
Wongsawat was briefly prime minister in 2008 before
the courts ordered that People's Power be dismantled,
too.

UN says workers' health
'severely impacted' by rising
heat

GENEVA. (Agency)

Rising global temperatures are having an ever-
worsening impact on the health and productivity of
workers, the United Nations said Friday, urging
immediate action to tackle the dangers of heat stress.

Extreme heat is posing growing challenges in the
workplace, the UN's health and climate agencies said,
as they issued guidance for governments, employers
and health authorities to mitigate the risks.
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Immediate action needed to address worsening
impact of heat stress on workers worldwide: UN

Manual workers in sectors such
as agriculture, construction and

fisheries are particularly hard hit.

GENEVA .(Agency)

Rising global temperatures are having an

ever-worsening impact on the health and
productivity of workers, the United
Nations said Friday, urging immediate
action to tackle the dangers of heat stress.

Extreme heat is posing growing challenges in

the workplace, the UN's health and climate
agencies said, as they issued guidance for
governments, employers and health
authorities to mitigate the risks."Immediate
action is needed to address the worsening
impact of heat stress on workers
worldwide," they said.Many workers are
regularly exposed to dangerous heat
conditions, the World Health Organization
and the World Meteorological
Organization said.But the WHO and WMO
said the frequency and intensity of those

Kenyan hunter-gatherer community, Ogiek,

Economic factor"Occupational heat

extreme heat events had risen sharply,
increasing the risks for both outdoor and
indoor workers alike.Manual workers in
sectors such as agriculture, construction
and fisheries are particularly hard hit, they
said in a report.The agencies said

globally -- 71 percent of the world's

loss of life and productivity."

working population.It results in more than Adapt or die
22.85 million occupational injuries each The guidance called for a focus on middle-

year and almost 19,000 fatalities.

"Investing in effective, preventive and

worker productivity dropped by two

to three percent for every degree
above 20C.The related health risks
include heatstroke, dehydration,
kidney dysfunction, and
neurological disorders.

stress has become a global societal
challenge, which is no longer
confined to countries located close to
the Equator," said WMO Deputy
Secretary-General Ko
Barrett."Protection of workers from
extreme heat is not just a health imperative
but an economic necessity."The agencies
called for occupational heat action plans,
tailored to specific industries and regions.

The guidance drew on findings by the UN's

International Labour Organization (ILO),
highlighting that more than 2.4 billion
workers are exposed to excessive heat

protective strategies would save the world
several billion dollars every single year,"
said Joaquim Pintado Nunes, the ILO's
chief of occupational safety and health and
the working environment."Without bold,
coordinated action, heat stress will become
one of the most devastating occupational
hazards of our time, leading to a significant

aged and older workers, and those with
chronic health conditions or lower physical
fitness who would be more susceptible
to heat stress.It said workers, trade
unions, health experts and local
authorities should work together to
come up with heat-health strategies that
would then be widely supported.It said
heat stress symptoms were often
misdiagnosed, with people failing to
recognise the signs.The last WHO
technical report and guidance on
workplace heat stress dates from 1969,
"when the world looked very different
in terms of climate change", said the
WHO's environment chief Ruediger
Krech.

"What's changed is the severity," he said,

with each of the past 10 years being in the
warmest 10 ever recorded. WMO services
division senior director Johan Stander
added: "We must face up to the future of
extreme heat. It's a reality for many: a case
ofadaptordie."

US halts work visas for

fights for rights following eviction from forest

NAROK. (Agency)

Fred Ngusilo stoops to pick up a leather
pouch, once used to collect honey, and
a discarded shoe from the Mau forest
floor, painful reminders that his Ogiek
hunter-gatherer community once
quietly flourished in southern Kenya,
before they were evicted and their

homes destroyed.Ngusilo belongs to |

the Ogiek group, which is among the
last hunter-gatherer communities in
Africa and one of the most
marginalised in Kenya.He described
how their ancestral lands were seized

Service (KFS) rangers.In December, a
herder drowned while fleeing from the
rangers, Ngusilo said.The calm of the
Mau Forest contrasts with stories of
decades of persecution and

"We are suffering greatly'
Deprived of their livelihoods,

they
recount a difficult daily existence that
is slowly but surely destroying their
traditions and their language.

"Before, in the forest, we could survive -

by the government in the name of gl

conservation at the end 0o 2023, when
men armed with hammers and axes
suddenly appeared, violently evicting
them from their homes."When I come
here, 1 feel that I'm so sad. Tears are
coming out of my eyes," Ngusilo said,
his eyes resting on the remains of his
father and grandfather's house.Behind
the 38-year-old human rights activist,
bees buzz, and some of his community
peacefully weave their cattle through
the trees -- despite a ban on livestock,
brutally enforced by Kenyan Forestry

dispossession recounted by its
indigenous people -- all in the name of
conservation.The African Court on
Human and Peoples' Rights
(AfCHPR) ruled in 2017 and 2022 that
the evictions were illegal, ordering
Nairobi to pay reparations equivalent
to more than $1 million and to
recognise their ancestral lands.

But Kenya has still not complied.

- cat honey, hunt, live," Ngusilo's
grandmother, Janet Sumpet Ngusilo,
87, said."Now, out here, we are
suffering greatly."

Ata festival earlier this month, hundreds

of community members rallied to keep
the ceremonies and traditional songs
alive, but also to remember what they
have lost."I survived on meat and
honey. Young people today don't
know that life," said Salaton
Nadumwangop, describing how he
would sleep beneath the trees.

"The forest is our life," the 55-year-old

Nadumwangop, dressed in traditional
costume and a fur hat pinned with
beads evoking bees, told AFP.

Existential threat
A government representative at the

festival, Josphat Lodeya, promised the
verdicts of the AfCHPR court would
be implemented

Former Thai PM Thaksin Shinawatra says he
has been acquitted of royal defamation

Thaksin’s opponents, who
were generally staunch
royalists, accused him of
corruption, abuse of power
and disrespecting then-King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, who
died in 2016.

BANGKOK . (Agency)
Former Thai Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra said he was acquitted of
royal defamation by a court
Friday.His lawyer also confirmed the
verdict, but the Bangkok Criminal
Court did not immediately issue a

years in prison. It is among the harshest
such laws globally and increasingly
has been used in Thailand to punish
government critics. When he was
indicted last year, Thaksin’s freedom
on bail was approved with a bond of

M

passport was confiscated. Thaksin’s

opponents, who were generally

staunch royalists, accused him of
corruption, abuse of power and
disrespecting then-King Bhumibol

Adulyadej, who died in 2016.

— Thaksin was originally charged
over remarks he made a year
earlier to journalists in South
Korea. The case was not
pursued at that time because he
was in exile and the necessary
legal procedures could not be
completed.

Since his return, Thaksin has
maintained a high profile,
traveling the country making
public appearances and
political observations that
could upset the powerful

foreign truck drivers

CHANDIGARH..(Agency)

The United States has decided to stop issuing work visas
for commercial truck drivers after a deadly crash,
involving an Indian driver staying illegally in the
country, drew national attention. This move which
might impact Indian drivers who were hoping to work
in the US transportation industry.Announcing this
move, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio wrote on X,
" Effective immediately we are pausing all issuance of
worker visas for commercial truck drivers. The
increasing number of foreign drivers operating large
tractor-trailer trucks on US roads is endangering
American lives and undercutting the livelihoods of
American truckers.” A few days back a Punjabi-origin
truck driver was charged with killing three people on a
highway in Turnpike of Florida, while making an
illegal U-turn and collided with a passenger van.

According to Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy,

Harjinder Singh, who is from India, allegedly entered
the United States illegally from Mexico and failed an
English examination after the crash.

The police said he attempted to make an illegal U-turn

through an “Official Use Only” access point blocking
traffic and causing the fatal crash that resulted in the
deaths of three people.Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration has launched an investigation into a
crash thatkilled three people.

In April, US President Donald Trump signed an

executive order mandating that commercial truck
driversin the US are proficient in Englsih.

Recently, US Citizenship and Immigration Services also

wrote on X, Protecting the integrity of our lawful
immigration system to make America safe again is our
top priority. We’ve restored our robust screening and
vetting capabilities so we can detect aliens with
harmful intent and deter them from trying to enter the
U.S. Immigration fraud is a crime we take seriously.
Aliens who use false information or deceitful practices

statement.The law on defaming the
monarchy, an offense known as lese
majeste, is punishable by three to 15

500,000 baht ($13,000) with the
condition that he could not travel out of
Thailand unless approved by court. His

conservative establishment that was
behind his 2006 ouster.

"Immediate action is needed to address the worsening
impact of heat stress on workers worldwide," they

to unfairly obtain immigration advantages will face
serious consequences.”’

said.Many workers are regularly exposed to
dangerous heat conditions, the World Health
Organization and the World Meteorological
Organization said.But the WHO and WMO said the
frequency and intensity of those extreme heat events
had risen sharply, increasing the risks for both
outdoor and indoor workers alike.Manual workers in
sectors such as agriculture, construction and fisheries
are particularly hard hit, they said in a report.The
agencies said worker productivity dropped by two to
three percent for every degree above 20C.The related
health risks include heatstroke, dehydration, kidney
dysfunction, and neurological disorders.

Economic Factor

"Occupational heat stress has become a global societal
challenge, which is no longer confined to countries
located close to the Equator," said WMO Deputy
Secretary-General Ko Barrett."Protection of workers
from extreme heat is not just a health imperative but
an economic necessity."The agencies called for
occupational heat action plans, tailored to specific
industries and regions.The guidance drew on
findings by the UN's International Labour
Organization (ILO), highlighting that more than 2.4
billion workers are exposed to excessive heat
globally -- 71 percent of the world's working
population.It results in more than 22.85 million
occupational injuries each year and almost 19,000
fatalities."Investing in effective, preventive and
protective strategies would save the world several
billion dollars every single year," said Joaquim
Pintado Nunes, the ILO's chief of occupational safety
and health and the working environment.

China on a race to build world's largest

solar farm to meet emissions targets

IIIiL
I

TALATAN . (Agency)

Chinese government officials last month

showed off what they say will be the
world's largest solar farm when completed
high on a Tibetan plateau. It will cover 610
square kilometers (235 square miles),
which is the size of Chicago.China has
been installing solar panels far faster than
anywhere else in the world, and the
investment is starting to pay off. A study
released Thursday found that the country's
carbon emissions edged down 1% in the
first six months 0f 2025 compared to a year
earlier, extending a trend that began in
March 2024.The good news is China's
carbon emissions may have peaked well
ahead of a government target of doing so
before 2030. But China, the world's biggest
emitter of greenhouse gases, will need to
bring them down much more sharply to
play its part in slowing global climate
change.For China to reach its declared goal
of carbon neutrality by 2060, emissions
would need to fall 3% on average over the
next 35 years, said Lauri Myllyvirta, the

'Moment of global significance'
China's emissions have fallen before

Finland-based author of the study and
lead analyst at the Centre for Research
on Energy and Clean Air.“China needs
to get to that 3% territory as soon as
possible,” he said.

during economic slowdowns. What's
different this time is electricity demand
is growing —up 3.7% in the first half of
this year — but the increase in power
from solar, wind and nuclear has easily
outpaced that, according to Myllyvirta,
who analyzes the most recent data in a
study published on the U.K.-based
Carbon Brief website.

“We’re talking really for the first time about a

structural declining trend in China’s
emissions,” he said.China installed 212
gigawatts of solar capacity in the first six
months of the year, more than America's
entire capacity of 178 gigawatts as of the
end of 2024, the study said. Electricity
from solar has overtaken hydropower in
China and is poised to surpass wind this

year to become the country's largest source
of clean energy. Some 51 gigawatts of wind
power was added from January to June.

Li Shuo, the director of the China Climate

Hub at the Asia Society Policy Institute in
Washington, described the plateauing of
China's carbon emissions as a turning point
in the effort to combat climate change.

“This is a moment of global significance,

offering a rare glimmer of hope in an
otherwise bleak climate landscape,” he

wrote in an email response. It also
shows that a country can cut
emissions while still growing
economically, he said.But Li
cautioned that China's heavy
reliance on coal remains a serious
threat to progress on climate and
said the economy needs to shift to
less resource-intensive sectors.
“There's still a long road ahead,” he
said.

Power for Smhouseholds

A seemingly endless expanse of solar
panels stretches toward the horizon
on the Tibetan plateau. White two-

story buildings rise above them at regular

intervals.

In an area that is largely desert, the massive

solar project has wrought a surprising
change on the landscape. The panels act as
windbreaks to reduce dust and sand and
slow soil evaporation, giving vegetation a
foothold. Thousands of sheep, dubbed
“photovoltaic sheep,” graze happily on the
scrubby plants.
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Virat, you got to play
some shots: Former
Australia batter recalls
sledging India star

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former Australia batter Joe Burns, who’s
currently leading Italy recently recalled how
sledging Virat Kohli in 2014 backfired for his
team. Burns made his debut against India
during the third Test of the Border Gavaskar
Trophy 2014-15 at Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG).

He recalled how he planned to disrupt Kohli’s
confidence by asking him to play some shots
in the middle of his innings. However, the
comment backfired big time as Kohli made a
sharp retort, reminding Burns that he was on
his debut.“I’m fairly certain Virat scored 100
that day. There was a little bit of chirp going
on. Not sledging, just obviously we got Hadzi
behind the stumps and Watto at first slip.
Nathan Lyon was bowling, so I’'m in close. I
think it’d been four hours. I hadn’t said a
word. I think I said one line. I said to him,
“Virat, you got to play some shots’,” Burns

told Crictracker.Burns further mentioned that

he understood his mistake and didn’t say

anything for the next four days.

“He stopped the bowler, stopped Nathan Lyon,
turned to me and said, ‘You don’t talk,
rookie.” Next ball he faced up, smacked it
through covers. It was very embarrassing for
me. I didn’t say a word the next four days
after that, but it showed me that Virat was not
someone to mess with,” Burns said with a
laugh.Kohli went on to play a marathon
innings of 169 (272), smashing 18 fours in his
knock. It was the then highest score for the
India star in the longest format. He further
scored 54 in the second innings to help India
draw the match.He also smashed another
century in the fourth and final Test of the
series in Sydney and finished the rubber with
a whopping 692 runs from eight innings at an
average of 86.50 with four centuries.
However, despite his stellar show, India lost
the series by 0-2.

Right after Asia Cup
squad announcement,
BCCl replaces 2 national
selectors

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Indian Cricket Board (BCCI) is set to
replace two of its national selectors, just two
days after the announcement of India’s Asia
Cup squad, which saw the return of
Shubman Gill and Jasprit Bumrah to the
T20I fold.The BCCI has opened
applications for two spots in the men's
national selection committee. The selected
members will be responsible for picking the
Indian team across all formats — Tests, One-
Day Internationals, T20 Internationals, and
any other formats as determined by the
BCCI.Who is Eligible for National Selector
Positions?

Only cricketers with first-class experience are
eligible to become national selectors. A
candidate must meet at least one of the
following criteria:

A minimum of 7 Test matches;

OR 30 First-Class matches;

OR 10 ODIs and 20 First-Class matches.

Additional eligibility requirements:

Must have retired from the game at least 5
years prior.

Must not have been a member of any BCCI
Cricket Committee for a cumulative period
of 5 years.Earlier media reports suggested

~ Qoreamil

&

that the current selection committee —
comprising Ajit Agarkar, SS Das, Subroto
Banerjee, Ajay Ratra, and S Sharath — was
under scrutiny. It was reported that changes
to the panel could be made at the BCCI’s
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in
September.According to a report in
Hindustan Times, Sharath is likely to be
replaced by former India spinner Pragyan
Ojha. Sharath, in turn, is expected to take
over as the chief of the junior men's selection
committee. While two members of the senior
men's committee are set to be replaced, Ajit
Agarkar is likely to receive an extension on
his tenure till 2026.

India vs Pakistan sporting ties: 5 hig
questions after new government policy

« 1he India-Pakistan match at the
Asia Cup is likely to go ahead
following the government's new
policy on hosting and competing
in sports involving Pakistan. But
it raises serious questions:
should international sporting
credibility come before national
interest and security?

New Delhi. (Agency)

When the Asia Cup schedule was first

announced, many were sceptical. Even with
the fixtures out, people wondered whether
the India-Pakistan match would actually go
ahead, given the current geopolitical climate
in the aftermath of the terror attack on
Phalgam, Jammu and Kashmir. Then, when
the Indian team for the Asia Cup was

announced, doubts persisted—some
believed it was still merely the BCCI’s
decision and that the government might
withhold approval.But now, the picture is
clear. Anyone who thought the India-
Pakistan game in the Asia Cup
would be called off due to public
backlash has been proven wrong.
This debate has been everywhere:
on social media, in mainstream
media, and even in Parliament,
where questions were raised.The
government has now issued an
official statement, all but
confirming that the India-Pakistan
match will go ahead in the Asia
Cup. They have also provided their
reasoning, which in turn raises
several questions. Before
considering those questions, it is
important to understand what the
government has said regarding the
clash.The first point is that, while
India maintains no bilateral sporting ties with
Pakistan, it will participate in international
and multilateral tournaments involving
Pakistan. This is consistent with India’s long-
standing stance: there has been no bilateral

cricket with Pakistan since 2013, and that
status quo remains. However, the
government has now explicitly stated that
India will play Pakistan in international and
multilateral tournaments, including the Asia

Cup.The government notification further
states that Pakistani players and teams will
be able to participate in such multilateral
events hosted by India.

“With regard to international and multilateral

events, in India or abroad, we are guided by

Rahul Dravid recalls R Ashwin's YouTube video on
batting against spin, jokes about backlash

New Delhi, . (Agency)

Former India cricketer and head coach Rahul
Dravid teased Ravichandran Ashwin for
indirectly helping Australia to play spin
during the 2023 Test series between two
teams. Ashwin had uploaded a guide to
play spin in India during the 2023 Test
series against Australia after India were
2-0 up in the series.However, after India
lost the third Test in Indore, the video
went viral, resulting in Ashwin facing
backlash. Recently, Rahul Dravid
recalled the incident and teased the
former spin bowler for coaching the
Australian team in Tamil in the middle of
the series. He also revealed how he
received some flak as people were like
that he’s coaching better than you. You even
coached the Australian team. I got sent a
clip. Unfortunately, it was in Tamil. So
that's the one I've seen about you. You're
speaking in Tamil and with a little bit of
Tamil that I understand, you're coaching the

Australian team in the middle of the
Australian series, how to play spin. And I'm
thinking, Ash, the series is not over . I know
that you got the flak for it. The flak I got was

‘Ashwin is coaching better than you are —
what are you doing?,"said Dravid on
Ashwin’s Youtube Channel.Ashwin also
recalled a hilarious conversation with
Mitchell Starc during the third Test, who
offered to teach him how to play a bouncer
giving reference of his Youtube video.“If I

knew how to do that, I would have told our
boys how to play spin. [ mean, why would I
go and tell the Aussies?. An interesting thing
was that (Mitchell) Starc came and told me.
I mean, he bowled a bumper, and I just
left it in the Indore Test match. I think we
were 80 for 7 or something. We went for
lunch, and he was walking with me. He
was like, 'Can I tell you how to play the
bouncer like your YouTube video?It's
good to know that Starc knows Tamil. I
think it was maybe the Australian guys
got some Tamil guy,” said Ashwin.India
went on to win the series by 2-1 as
Ashwin was adjudged Player of the
Series along with Ravindra Jadeja. The
off-spinner scalped 25 wickets from
four matches at an average of 17.28 with
two five-wicket hauls to his name. On the
other hand, Ravindra Jadeja was the second-
highest wicket-taker with 22 wickets from
four matches at an average of 18.86 with
two five-wicket hauls.

Asia Cup 2025: Abhishek Sharma
gears up for his biggest test yet

BCCI has reportedly extended Ajit
Agarkar's tenure as chairman of the
senior men's selection committee till
June 2026. This move comes after
India's strong performances under his
leadership, signalling stability amid
upcoming cricketing challenges.

New Delhi. (Agency)

India have named swashbuckling opener
Abhishek Sharma in their Asia Cup 2025
squad. For the first time, Sharma finds
himself selected beyond a bilateral series —
a clear show of faith in a player who has at
times blown hot and cold in T20Is but
carries an impressive pedigree.Indian
selectors have generally shown reluctance
to back outright aggressive batters in
marquee tournaments. The belief merited
results when India recalled Rohit Sharma

Sanju Samson preparing
role Keeper slots at No.

New Delhi. . (Agency)
India T20I opener Sanju Samson slotted
himself at the No. 5 spot in Kerala Cricket
League. Playing in his first match of the
tournament, Samson gave up his preferred
opener's spot to Vinoop Manoharan and
Jobin Joby of Kochi Blue Tigers, putting
himself down in the lower middle order.
Samson, however, did not get to face a single
ball in the innings, as Saly Viswanath's half-
century helped the Tigers reach the required
target of 98 runs in just 11.5 overs. The
change in Samson's batting position has
perhaps come due to the fact that he is at risk
of being snubbed out of the opener's slot
from India's Asia Cup side.The Kerala
batter, who has opened for India in the last
cycle, is likely to be removed from the
opener's spot due to the return of Shubman

and Virat Kohli for the T20 World Cup.
While the recall did destabilise the
continuity in the batting lineup, pushing

Rinku Singh, Yashasvi Jaiswal and Sanju
Samson out of the team, it did bring home
India's first T20 World Cup trophy in nearly
20 years.In the Asia Cup 2025 squad itself,
the resurgence of Shubman Gill is intended
to provide insurance for the batting order, in
case things go wrong on the odd day.
However, for now, Shubman’s close friend
Abhishek appears safe from those selection
dilemmas.Currently ranked the No.1 T20I

Gill, who has once again been
handed the vice-captaincy in
the side.There are no
openings at No. 3 and No. 4
either, as Tilak Varma and
captain Suryakumar Yadav
are locked into those places.
Hence, it is likely that
Samson, desperate to get
himself into the playing X1 as
the preferred wicketkeeper-
batter, is trying his luck at the
No. 5 spot.

Samson has not batted much in
the middle order position in
T20Is. For the Indian team,
he has played 5 matches in the No. 5 position
and has scored only 62 runs at a strike rate of
131.91. In the Indian Premier League, he has

batter in the world, Abhishek has earned the
trust of the selectors and team management
for the value he brings at the top of the order.
The left-hander takes on the opposition's
best bowlers, and when he gets going, he
can completely unnerve the opposition.In
a 17-match-old T20I career, Abhishek
already has two hundreds and two fifties to
his name. He boasts a strike rate of 193.84
— enough to make opponents uneasy
from the very first ball. That said, all his
performances so far have come in bilateral
series, and competition cricket presents a
different challenge. If India go all the way,
they'll play seven matches in just 20 days —
and that’s where Abhishek Sharma will be
tested. Can he continue to put pressure on
bowlers in high-profile games? Can he
grind out runs when things aren’t going his
way? These are the answers the selectors
will be looking for at the Asia Cup 2025.

If Abhishek rises to the occasion, his place in

India’s home T20 World Cup squad next
yearis likely to be sealed.

batted only 3 times in that position and

)

-

the practices of international sports bodies
and the interest of our own sportspersons. It
is also relevant to take into account India’s
emergence as a credible venue to host
international sports events,” the Sports
Ministry stated.“Accordingly,
Indian teams and individual players
will take part in international events
that also have teams or players from
Pakistan. Similarly, Pakistani
players and teams will be able to
participate in such multilateral
events hosted by India,” it
added.This is not just about India
playing Pakistan in these
tournaments. The government has
made it clear that even if Pakistani
players wish to come to India for
multilateral tournaments—such as
the Asia Cup in hockey—they will
be granted visas and allowed to
participate. Let me emphasise: this
applies to all sports, not just cricket.
This advisory comes in the aftermath of the
Pahalgam terror attack, which claimed 26
lives, and Operation Sindoor, India’s
retaliatory action dismantling terror
infrastructure across the border.

India left-arm spinner
Gouher Sultana retires
from all forms of cricket

New Delhi. (Agency)

India left-arm spinner Gouher Sultana has

announced her retirement from all forms of
cricket. Sultana made her international debut
during an ODI against Pakistan in 2008 and
went on to represent the country in 50 ODIs
and 37 T20Is. Her last appearance for the
country came during the Women’s T20 World
Cup 2014 against Pakistan.She recently also
featured in the Women’s Premier League
(WPL) 2024 and 2025 seasons, playing for UP
Warriorz. The 37-year-old has finally
announced her retirement through an
Instagram post, where she called playing for
India the greatest honour in her life.“After
years of wearing the Indian jersey with pride,
passion, and purpose - the time has come to
pen down the most emotional note of my
cricketing journey. With a heart full of
memories and eyes welled with gratitude, I
announce my retirement from all forms of the
game,” Sultana wrote in an Instagram post
announcing her retirement.

“To have represented India at the highest level -

in World Cups, tours and battles that tested
both skill and spirit - has been the greatest

honour of my life. Every wicket taken, every
dive in the field, every huddle with my
teammates has shaped the cricketer and the
person I am today," she added.Sultana scalped
66 wickets from 50 ODIs at an average of
19.39 with three four-wicket hauls to her
name, with best figures of 4/4. She further
scalped 29 wickets from 37 matches at an
average of 26.27 with best figures of 3/17.The
Hyderabad-born cricketer played in two ODI
World Cups, in 2009 and 2013, and picked up
12 wickets in 11 matches. She also featured in
three T20 World Cups from 2009 to 2014, and
claimed seven wickets. Sultana is currently a
BCCILevel 2 coach.

for new Asia Cup
5 in local league

India's Asia Cup playing XI. He is in
competition with Jitesh Sharma, who
has played as a specialist finisher for
Punjab Kings and Royal Challengers
Bangalore.

In the 2025 season, Jitesh scored 261 runs
in the lower middle order at a massive
strike rate of 176.35.

India squad for Asia Cup T20: Surya
Kumar Yadav (C), Shubman Gill (VC),
Abhishek Sharma, Tilak Varma, Hardik
Pandya, Shivam Dube, Axar Patel,
Jitesh Sharma (WK), Jasprit Bumrah,
Arshdeep Singh, Varun Chakaravarthy,
Kuldeep Yadav, Sanju Samson (WK),
Harshit Rana, Rinku Singh

scored a total of 34 runs.Samson wouldneed Stand-bys: Prasidh Krishna, Washington

to prove his credentials in the Kerala Cricket
League if he wants to retain his position in

Sundar, Riyan Parag, Dhruv Jurel, Yashasvi
Jaiswal.
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Vaani Kapoor’s Pre Birthday Bash
. L\

With Family Has Raashii Khanna's

Attention
Turns Airport Into A Runway
~ With Efforgess Chic Look

ollywood diva Vaani Kapoor, whose birthday

falls on August 23, has already started early

celebrations with her family, Sharing a series
of candid photos and a video on Instagram, the
actress described the gathering as a special pre-
birthday treat. The actress captioned the post.
*Birthday love came early... from the best ones."
Fans and colleagues flooded the post with birthday
wishes and comments within hours.

A Family Affair

In the photographs, Vaani is surrounded by family
members, who are smiling warmly and posing
candidly with her. The actress also appeared
glowing while posing with her parents, relatives
and younger family members. The clicks showed
the affection and closeness of the gathering as fans
flooded the post with love.

Raashii Khanna and Sonam Bajwa were quick to
respond. Raashii simply said, “Haha so cute Vaan,"
while Sonam left a line of heart emojis celebrating
the friendship within the fraternity.

Fans Flood Social Media With Wishes

The post soon went viral as netizens appreciated the
ordinariness of the celebration. Numerous fans
showed enthusiasm for her birthday ahead, while
others commended her for catching up with family
before the day of celebration. Phrases like “Family
love is the best gift" and *You look so happy, Vaani"
filled the comments. The actress, who likes to keep
her life personal and low-key, treated fans to a rare
moment of family time, which was met with
warmth.

On The Work Front

Vaani Kapoor is preparing for her upcoming projects.
She will be seen in Wah Bhai Wah, directed by
Shonali Rattan. The film is scheduled for release on
December 18.Additionally, Kapoor will star in Abir
Gulaal, directed by Aarti S. Bagdi, another highly
anticipated project expected to release in 2025.
Both films are considered important milestones in
her career, showcasing her expanding range as an
actress.

Payal Rohatgi On Post-Marriage

Challenges: ‘Haar Cheez
Husbun_d Se Poochna Padta Hai’

irports have increasingly become fashion runways, where celebrities

showcase some of their best off-duty looks. Sunny Leone was the latest

to grab attention with her casual yet chic travel attire. In a video shared by
Instant Bollywood. the actress was seen arriving at the airport in a stylish
ensemble that perfectly blended comfort with elegance.She opted for a fitted
ribbed top in a warm brown tone, layered with an oversized, soft beige cardigan
that gave her look a relaxed yet polished edge. Pairing the top with light-wash,
wide-leg denim jeans, Sunny brought a laid-back charm to her outfit while still
keeping it fashionable. Her accessories added just the right touch: oversized
dark sunglasses and a spacious light-colored tote bag, possibly woven, that
enhanced herrelaxed vibe.

Her hair was styled sleek and straight, while her makeup remained minimal and
natural. Although her footwear was not completely visible, her overall outfit
suggested she paired it with something comfortable like sneakers or flats.

While her airport look caught attention, Sunny Leone is also going viral for
another reason—her chartbuster track Pink Lips from the 2014 film Hate Story
2 is back in trend. The song, which became an instant hit upon release, has
resurfaced on Instagram Reels. Users are now creating fun dance clips and
edits with the catchy track, much to Sunny s surprise and delight.

Sunny Leone’s Bollywood Journey

Sunny Leone has been a familiar name in Indian entertainment for over a decade.
She first came into the spotlight as a contestant on Bigg Boss Season 5. Her
appearance made her a household name, soon leading to her Bollywood debut §
in Pooja Bhatt’s Jism 2 (2012).

Following her debut, Sunny went on to feature in films such as Jackpot, Ragini
MMS 2 and Ek Paheli Leela, carving her space in the film industry. Beyond
films, she has also become a beloved television personality, co-hosting MTV’s
hit dating reality show Splitsvilla, where her charm and wit won over young
audiences.

Recent Work: Kennedy and Upcoming Malayalam Debut

Most recently, Sunny Leone starred in Anurag Kashyap's neo-noir thriller
Kennedy, alongside Rahul Bhat, Mohit Takalka and Abhilash Thapliyal. The
film garnered praise for its dark storytelling and gripping performances,
further showcasing Sunny’s growth as an actress willing to take on layered B
les. Payal Rohatgi talked about financial

dependence after marriage, days
after resigning from husband’s
charitable trust.

o
.
ayal Rohalgi has been in the news for her
personal life. The actress, who is married to
i Sangram Singh, sparked speculation about a

possible split after she resigned from the post of

director of her husband’s charitable trust, “Sangram

4 Singh Charitable Foundation’. Citing “personal

roves It n ess n reasons", she shared the news with her followers
through an Instagram post.

While Sangram Singh later clarified that there is no

o Fu s h i o n cu n G I ow To et h e r trouble in his married life, putting all the rumours to
g rest, Payal has once again triggered a conversation

: _ online with arecent remark on the challenges women
P | atasa Stankovic recently served pure  as “Natasa looks pretty as she gets snapped in the town." face post-marriage.

fitness vibes as she was snapped after ~ Soon, social media users began showering the diva with © Dyring a conversation with paparazzi, she opened up
her workout session. The Serbian  love by flooding the comment section with appreciative about her personal struggles to get back again to

dancer, model and actress was captured ina  emojis. work and be independent.
- casual, sporty look outside a gym in Bandra, NatasaStankovic's Professional Front She was heard saying, “It becomes very difficult for a
Mumbai, just a few hours ago. Besides her The diva made her debut in Bollywood in 2013 with her stint married woman to actually get back again to work.
overall appearance. it was the diva’s candid in the political drama titled Satyagraha. Directed by You know because it’s very important to work for a
- meeting and greeting session with the paparazzi  Prakash Jha, the movie featured the Serbian dancer in the woman who has been independent. Magar shaadi ke
k stationed over there that captured much attention. dance number Aiyo Ji opposite Ajay Devgn. The following baad husband se poochna padta hai, har cheez ke
¢ Ina video posted on Instagram, Natasa Stankovie was  year, she participated in Bigg Boss 8, following which, she © jjye, har kharche ke liye. So that is something which
seen leaving a gym premises in Bandra, was also seen in Nach Baliye 9. Since then, Natasa enjoys a is not in my DNA, but I am trying to get flexible."

Mumbai, while being stopped by the

shutterbugs for some candid clicks. Dressed
in stylish athleisure wear, the actress exuded a

relaxed fashion sense. She was wearing a black

sports bralette teamed with grey cycling shorts,

which made her look every bit stunning.

Natasa Stankovie Hits The Gym In A Sporty
Look

The fashionista layered her outfit with a bright
lime green-hued jacket that added the perfect
dollop of vibrance to her appearance. Keeping
comfort as her ultimate priority, she teamed her
appearance with minimal makeup, a messy
ponytail hairdo, and a pair of white sneakers
teamed with matching socks. However, it was

This comment hints ata potential rift in her marriage.

Sangram Singh on Divorce Rumours

Expressing that he and Payal would always be
together, Sangram clarified in a statement, “There is
no talk of divorce between us. We have been together
for 14 years and will always be. | keep all my focus
on doing good work. I do not pay attention to these
talks of divorce, and I will also request her to not
believe in such rumours."

He also addressed Payal’s decision to resign from the
director post. Sangram added, “This is Payal Ji’s
decision, and I respect her decision. Both of us have
different approaches towards work. In such a
situation, whatever Payal ji must have thought, she
must have done it for the better. I wouldn’t stop her.

her post-workout glow that was unmissable. She is free to make her own decisions. There is no
She was also seen carrying her phone, a small bag for her  huge fan following on her social media handles and has one wrong here. Every person is different.”
essentials and a tumblerin her hand. been part of a number of Bollywood films and others. Payal Rohatgi and Sangram Singh Marriage
Fans Are In Awe Of Natasa Stankovic’s Approachable Coming to her personal life, she was married to Indian © After being in a relationship for several years, the
Nature cricketer Hardik Pandya, and the couple was blessed with a couple tied the wedding knot on July 9, 2022, in an
g The 33-year-old was seen engaging with the paparazzi,  son, whom they lovingly named Agastya. However, the intimate ceremony in Apra, They have often been in
striking poses and greeting them warmly, reflecting her  couple mutually separated in July 2024 but continue to co- the news for their personal differences.

approachable and humble nature. The video was captioned  parent their child.
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