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The quandary of
quarry and
hunter in Bihar

To a national leader with no determinate voter base,
caste fealty, or proven experience in governance,
the states are low-hanging fruits ready to be
plucked, eaten, and savoured with an aftertaste of
power. More so if a state falls in the Hindi
heartland that still claims to offer the country its
highest number of prime ministers.Rahul Gandhi
fits the template. But in all fairness, he realised that
just being a legatee from a premier political clan is
not enough to reach for even a low-hanging fruit.
Success is hard to get to in present-day politics,
marked by a fluid social order in the wake of
movements to empower the Other Backward
Classes and Dalits, communal conflicts and,
importantly, the emergence of a system that seems
to increasingly make space for individuals with no
pedigree to rise to the highest office through hard
work and a smidgen of luck.Luck has not been on
Rahul’s side so far. Going against the Congress’s
grain and its traditional aversion to cohabit with
smaller parties, he has had to compromise and
forge alliances with entities and leaders who might
have counted for nothing in the party’s glorious
decades. Rahul’s campaigns in the recent past
have been exceptionally aggressive towards the
ruling BJP and its constituents, even if they have
not yielded tangible outcomes.Now, Rahul is
spearheading the attack on the Election
Commission (EC) for allegedly fudging voters’
lists and gerrymandering results to favour the
party in power at the Centre and most states, at
every tier of the power hierarchy including local
bodies. The campaign was spurred by the EC’s
inexplicable move to conduct a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the Bihar electoral rolls just
months before the state votes in
October/November. The Congress is in alliance
with the Rashtriya Janata Dal, the Left parties and
the Vikassheel Insaan Party. The BJP’s ally Nitish
Kumar, who heads the Janata Dal (United), has
been in power for 20 years—a record in politically
volatile Bihar—by striking opportunistic deals.
The RJD and its partners believe they can dislodge
Nitish on the back of a widely-perceived anti-
incumbency sentiment against his government.

Butis asustained campaign imbued with a crusading
zeal against the EC’s alleged omissions and
commissions enough to see the back of Nitish?
Certainly, Rahul is convinced it can. In and out of
parliament’s just-concluded session, Rahul
mobilised the support of almost the entire non-BJP
spectrum of parties who fear that if an SIR is
carried out in their states, the spectre of defeat
would loom large. West Bengal and Tamil Nadu,
which have non-BJP governments, are examples.

Bihar is where the battle began to save the soul of
democracy encapsulated in the one-person-one-

The backlash was immediate. Zamindars

Constitution's Ninth Schedule: An innovation born in Madras

On Madras Day, it’s instructive to remember a constitutional innovation proposed by V K Thiruvenkatachari, advocate-general of Madras state in the
1950s, which eventually became the Ninth Schedule. It still provokes some of the fiercest debates between the judiciary and the legislature

The city once called Madras evokes memories of its

stately monuments, soulful music and the lingering
glow of Marina sunsets. Yet on this Madras Day, it is
worth recalling a story less often told—how a Madras
lawyer’s idea travelled to Delhi, rewired the

Article 31B went further—any law placed in a new
Ninth Schedule would be completely beyond the courts’
reach. Parliament adopted this idea wholesale into the
Constitution (First Amendment) Act, 1951, thus
inaugurating Articles 31A, 31B and the Ninth Schedule.

Constitution, and still shapes some of the fiercest Asthe American constitutional historian Granville Austin

debates between the legislature and the judiciary.

In the early years after independence, few issues burned

hotter than the demand to dismantle the zamindari
system. Born of colonial land settlements, it left a small
class of intermediaries holding vast tracts,
while millions of cultivators tilled without
ownership. The Congress had long
promised its abolition, and state
governments moved quickly to enact
sweeping reform laws. These aimed not
just to redistribute land but to reorder rural
power structures, clearing the ground for a
more egalitarian society.

and intermediaries challenged the reforms,
and the courts—bound to interpret and
apply constitutional provisions as they
stood—arguably proved sympathetic. The
Patna High Court, for instance, struck
down the Bihar Land Reforms Act, 1950,
holding it inconsistent with the right to
property under what were then Articles &
19(1)(f) and 31 of the Constitution
(Kameshwar Singh, 1951).This was no
ordinary constitutional tussle. Land reform
was a political promise with immense social stakes.
Without it, economic inequality and feudal control
would persist. But the rulings revealed a deep cleavage
in the constitutional order—between the promise of
individual rights on one side and the democratic
mandate to dismantle centuries-old hierarchies on the
other.It was at this impasse that V K Thirvenkatachari,
the then advocate general of Madras state, wrote a letter
to the Union law secretary proposing a constitutional
innovation. His simple yet radical idea suggested the
creation of a separate schedule to the Constitution where
certain laws could be placed, shielding them from
challenge under the Fundamental Rights chapter.

The plan took a two-pronged form. Article 31A would

specifically protect land laws on agrarian reform and
abolition of intermediaries from being struck down for
violating rights such as those to property or equality.

vote precept enshrined in the Constitution. The
BJP and its allies have regrouped under the NDA’s
banner, while the RJD and its partners have
formed the Mahagatbandhan (MGB)—so the
battle lines are firmly etched.A state election is
eventually fought on local issues and helmed by a
local leader or a coalition of leaders, even if a
national cataclysm overwhelms the political
landscape. Rahul, who apparently hopes to
validate his national aspirations by using states as
a vehicle, is reprising his Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
with a 20-day Voter Adhikar (Voter Rights)
peregrination in the state that started with a rally at
Sasaram.The difference emerging in the
impending election and the last assembly poll in
2020 is Tejashwi Yadav, Lalu Prasad’s political
heir and the chief protagonist five years ago. Rahul
was almost absent in that campaign. Under

The Uttar Pradesh government’s decision to merge over

10,000 government primary and upper primary schools
with fewer than 50 students has triggered a serious debate.
The move is explained as being in line with the National
Education Policy 2020, which encourages school clusters
and resource sharing for improving learning
environments. Several states are taking similar steps,
suggesting that this is becoming a broader trend in the
management of primary education. However, concerns
are being raised and legal redress is being sought. The
Right to Education Act, 2009 guarantees free and
compulsory education in neighbourhood schools for
children aged between six and 14. The Act does not set any
minimum enrolment requirement for schools to exist.
Closing or merging schools in ways that make them less
accessible poses a risk of diluting the neighbourhood
principle that underpins the law. Neither the NEP nor a
government order can supersede children’s fundamental

Tejashwi’s stewardship, the RJID emerged as the
single largest party followed closely by the BJP,
while Nitish’s JD(U) stood a poor third. Like other
present-day inheritors, Tejashwi did not have it
easy to begin with.

right enshrined under Article 21 A of the Constitution.
Besides the legal concerns, the education ministry has

pointed out declining enrolments in many government

schools, a trend confirmed by UDISE+ data. Rather than

observed in Working a Democratic Constitution, this
was an extraordinary assertion of parliament’s will to
push social policy past the courts’ barricades—and a
vivid example of the founding generation’s struggle to

balance social revolution with constitutional restraint.
Indian historian Tripurdaman Singh, in Sixteen Stormy
Days: The Story of the First Amendment to the
Constitution of India , calls the Ninth Schedule one of
the most divisive elements of Nehru’s first
constitutional amendment, a live test of how far a
democracy could insulate bold policy from judicial
review without corroding the very liberties it sought to
uphold.For decades, the arrangement held. In Sankari
Prasad Singh Deo (1951), the Supreme Court upheld the
Ninth Schedule’s immunity, effectively creating a
political-judicial truce. Reformist laws could be
protected from litigation, giving the legislature room to
pursue a redistributive and regulatory agenda, while the
court’s larger interpretive authority over the
Constitution remained formally undisturbed. Through
the 1950s and 60s, the Ninth Schedule became an

School mergers raise concerns about access

merging schools, it is pertinent to ask why parents are
withdrawing their children from schools. The answers are
well known: inadequate facilities, teacher absenteeism,
and a lack of accountability. These are failures of
governance rather than a lack of demand for education. If
resources were directed towards improving infrastructure,

impregnable vault for laws on land reforms, industrial
regulation and social welfare.But the balance shifted in
the 1970s. In Kesavananda Bharati (1973), where a 13-
judge bench articulated the now-foundational ‘basic
structure’ doctrine, holding that parliament’s amending
power under Article 368 could not be used to alter the
Constitution’s essential framework. This principle
eventually came home to the Ninth Schedule, most
squarely in I R Coelho (2007), where the court ruled that
post-1973 entries could be struck down if they violated
the Constitution’s basic
structure. Thiruvenkatachari’s
‘impregnable armour’ now bore
apertures: the shield still stood,
but judicial review had found a
way to penetrate its walls.Today,
the same questions that may have
haunted the 1950s have returned.
Legislatures still reach for the
armour of insulation when
passing contentious laws. The
Maharashtra (Socially and
Educationally Backward Classes)
Act attempted to exceed the 50
percent reservation ceiling, only
to be struck down in 2021.
Expansive welfare schemes are
ring-fenced to escape fiscal
scrutiny. Most recently, the 103rd
Constitutional Amendment
creating the economically weaker
sections quota was defended in Janhit Abhiyan(2022)
partly on the claim that affirmative action must be
shielded from judicial review.The old dilemma refuses to
die: does placing a law beyond review fortify the march
of social justice, or does it erode the promise of equality,
federalism and fundamental rights on which the
Constitution stands?As Justice Rohinton Nariman notes
in The Basic Structure Doctrine: Protector of
Constitutional Integrity, the survival of our
constitutional order depends not on the absence of
conflict between the legislature and the judiciary, but on
the fidelity of each to the boundaries that the Constitution
has drawn.On this Madras Day, that is more than a legal
truism—it is a tribute to a city whose legal imagination
once bent the arch of India’s constitutional history, and a
reminder that the spark lit by Thiruvenkatachari
continues to illuminate India’s journey.

Rather than merging schools, it is pertinent to ask why parents are withdrawing their children from schools. The answers are well known: inadequate facilities, teacher absenteeism, and alack of accountability

training teachers, and ensuring consistent
quality, enrolments could rise again. For many
families in towns and villages, especially for the
marginalised, a nearby school is what makes
education possible. When that school is shut, the
burden of distance falls on the child, girls in
particular. When schools move farther away,
dropout rates for girls rise sharply. In UP, with a
57.18 percent female literacy rate, the loss of
neighbourhood schools can only deepen the
existing inequalities.

Such mergers may appear efficient in the short
term, but the long-term costs could be
considerable. A practical approach would be to
strengthen the schools that already exist—by
improving classrooms, ensuring teachers’

presence, and making schools centres of community trust.

The constitutional promise under Article 21 A is not simply

about costeffective administration. It is about opening

doors of opportunity for every child, regardless of
background. Ensuring that neighbourhood schools remain
accessible and vibrant is central to that promise.

Why India Should Get Its Tibet Strategy Straight

China's massive rail and dam projects in
Tibet threaten India's security and
Tibetan autonomy. New Delhi must
balance firm border defense with

diplomatic support for Tibet

China is set to build the most ambitious rail link
connecting Xinjiang province with Tibet, part of which
will “run near" the Line of Actual Control (LAC) with
India. This is not the only mega construction in the
region. Just last month, China started construction of
the world’s biggest dam over the Brahmaputra River in
ecologically fragile Tibet, close to Arunachal Pradesh.
These developments mark a significant escalation in
China’s infrastructure expansion in the Himalayan
region.

The Xinjiang-Tibet Railway Company (XTRC),
registered with an initial capital of 95 billion yuan and
wholly owned by the China State Railway Group, has
been tasked with constructing this strategic line.
According to media reports, the project is part of a
broader plan to create a 5,000-kilometre plateau rail
framework anchored on Lhasa by 2035.While the
registered capital represents only a small initial
investment, the overall costs are expected to be far
higher, comparable to the 320 billion yuan spent on the
1,800-kilometre Sichuan-Tibet Railway. The route,
averaging over 4,500 metres in elevation, will traverse
key Himalayan regions such as the Kunlun,
Karakoram, Kailash and other mountain
ranges.Certain sections of this railway line will
allegedly run very close to the LAC. There is, thus,
clear defensive and strategic value in this project for

India. Furthermore, this mirrors China’s earlier
construction of the Xinjiang-Tibet Highway through
Aksai Chin, which was a key trigger of the 1962 Sino-
Indian conflict. Thus, the construction of the Xinjiang-
Tibet Railway link reinforces the strategic stakes for
India, given its historical and cultural ties with the
region and claims over the territory.

Expanding on the proposed railway link, it is one of four
planned rail lines linking Tibet to the rest of China.
The new line will come up alongside the already
operational Qinghai-Tibet route and two others
under construction from Sichuan and Yunnan.
Furthermore, these projects are coming at an
extremely delicate moment for India-China |
relations, as Beijing and New Delhi have just
recently begun thawing relations after years of
standoff along the border. Thus, by inaugurating this
project just ahead of high-profile diplomatic
engagements with India and the US, China is
showcasing its determination to consolidate its grip
over the Tibetan plateau through connectivity,
integration and military
preparedness.Simultaneous to the rail link, China
has also begun construction of the world’s largest
hydropower dam over the Yarlung Tsangpo River in
Nyingchi, Tibet, close to Arunachal Pradesh.
According to China, it will generate an annual
output of roughly 300 billion kilowatt-hours
(approximately three times that of the Three Gorges
Dam) and form part of China’s long-standing ‘West-to-
East Electricity Transfer Project’, which aims to move
power from resource-rich western regions to the
industrialised east.

The dam’s location has raised grave concerns about
water security and weaponisation of water for
downstream states like India and Bangladesh.
Additionally, its location near the Great Bend, just
before the river enters India as the Brahmaputra, has

strategic consequences of ecological disruption and the
potential weaponisation of transboundary flows during
wartime.Also, since it is positioned in a seismically
active Himalayan zone, the risks of structural failure
and catastrophic flooding cannot be discounted. Indian
officials have voiced these concerns formally to
Beijing, with Arunachal Pradesh leaders calling it a

“water bomb". Bangladesh has also sought greater
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transparency on the project’s implications. These mega
projects in Tibet are not isolated engineering projects
but components of a deeper strategic vision. Tibet
remains central to China’s resource extraction, energy
generation and territorial consolidation goals. The
region holds immense untapped hydropower potential.
Research indicates over 110 gigawatts are yet to be
harnessed. In this context, Beijing has steadily
expanded its infrastructural footprint on Tibetan rivers
over the past decade. Furthermore, this infrastructure
push aligns with the political project of integrating
minority regions more fully into the Chinese

community.“Integration” (jiaorong; ??) in this context
is, thus, a euphemism for cultural assimilation,
economic incorporation and demographic
transformation. Tibetans have resisted these coercive
policies and measures for decades, but China has
doubled down on the region and its ethnic people by
constantly advancing infrastructure, resettlement and
even ideological education.Beijing’s control over Tibet
extends far beyond the territory’s
geographical landscape and tangible assets,
reaching to the very heart of its cultural and
religious identity. The Chinese state has
imposed sweeping restrictions on religious
practice, language use and political
expression, with no Tibetan ever having
held the top political position of Party
Secretary in the so-called Tibet
Autonomous Region (TAR) since its
establishment in 1965.The disappearance
of the Panchen Lama recognised by the
Dalai Lama in 1995, the banning of the
Dalai Lama’s image and the forced use of
Mandarin in schools only further
exacerbate the erosion of Tibetan
autonomy. International bodies such as the
United Nations have, for decades, issued
resolutions and statements urging China to
respect Tibetan rights, but these appeals have been
repeatedly ignored. Access for independent observers
remains heavily restricted. China consistently rejects
allegations of abuses as politically motivated
interference, leaving no avenue for dialogue.However,
forced assimilation in Tibet is not only ideological but
also physical. Inrecent times, Beijing has implemented
large-scale relocation programmes in the region,
moving Tibetans from remote highland areas to urban
settlements. This is often done under the pretext of
“improving livelihoods".
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Gaming cos exit real
money gaming following
new legislation

MUMBAL.(Agency)

Hit by increased scrutiny and regulation, India’s online
gaming industry is undergoing decisive change.
Following the passage of the Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025, several
startups have discontinued their real money gaming
(RMG) operations.Fantasy sports giant Dreaml1
announced the suspension of its cash contests. In a
message to users, Dreamll said: “As per ‘The
Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill,
2025’, cash games and contests will be discontinued
on Dreamll.”Last valued at $8 billion in 2021,
Dream11 has more than 280 million users. The Board
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) onboarded
Dream11 as Team India’s official shirt sponsor under
a 7358 crore deal running from July 2023 to March
2026.Nazara Technologies’ Moonshine
Technologies, which operates real money gaming
platform PokerBaazi, also moved to comply with the
new law. “...We wish to inform that, as a matter of
abundant caution and in due respect of the
government’s mandate, Moonshine Technologies Pvt
Ltd (Moonshine/Pokerbaazi), an associate company
in which Nazara holds a 46.07% stake, has ceased
offering real money online gaming operations. The
company will evaluate the future course of action
following the enactment of the Bill,” Nazara said in
an exchange filing.Nazara shares fell another 5% on
Friday. The company has invested ?805 crore in
Moonshine and committed an additional ?255 crore
via compulsorily convertible preference shares.

Unicorn startup Games24x7 has also discontinued its
real money gaming app RummyCircle. Its fantasy app
Myll1Circle has likewise shut down real money
gaming options.“All players will be able to
seamlessly withdraw any balance from their wallets
and we will make sure the process is smooth and
hassle-free. From this point on, no new cash deposits
will be accepted, and games involving real money
will not be available on our platform,” Games24x7
said inaposton X on Friday.

EPF PPF Interest Won't Be
Taxed—-But Hiding It Could
Cost You Big

New Delhi.(Agency)

Even though the interest earned on EPF (Employees’
Provident Fund) and PPF (Public Provident Fund)
accounts is tax-exempt, tax professionals
recommend reporting it in your annual Income Tax
Return (ITR). Doing so promotes transparency and
helps avoid future complications.

EPF Interest: Condition-Based Exemption

Interest from EPF is exempt only when an employee
stays in continuous service for five years or more. If
the balance is withdrawn before completing this
period, the tax benefits are reversed. This means:The
employee’s contribution (if tax benefits under
Section 80C were claimed), and

For instance, if you withdraw Rs 1.5 lakh from your
EPF before five years, including Rs 20,000 of
interest, the entire sum could be treated as taxable
income. Each component of the withdrawal is taxed
separately, depending on the nature of the
contribution.PPF Interest: Always Exempt

Interest earned on PPF is completely tax-free under
Section 10(11) of the Income Tax Act. Contributions,
accrued interest, and withdrawals all remain exempt,
regardless of how long the account is held. Still,
experts advise declaring accrued interest each year in
Schedule EI (Exempt Income) of the ITR for
accuracy.

Why Declare Even Exempt Income?

While there’s no penalty for not reporting such exempt
interest, voluntarily disclosing it helpsBuild a clear
financial trail,Prevent possible questions from tax
authorities later, andStrengthen your financial
records, especially when using large funds for big-
ticket investments or purchases.Not reporting
exempt interest may not cause immediate issues, but
declaring it consistently is a best practice. [t improves
transparency, minimizes the risk of disputes, and
ensures your financial records remain reliable.:

CCPA Fines VLCC Limited Rs 3
Lakh Lor Misleading Fat-
Loss Ads On CoolSculpting

New Delhi.(Agency)
The Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA)

has imposed a penalty of Rs 3 lakh on VLCC Limited
for publishing misleading advertisements regarding
fat-loss and slimming treatments through the use of
the US-FDA approved CoolSculpting
procedure/machine.Earlier, CCPA had also levied a
penalty of Rs 3 lakh on Kaya Limited for publishing
misleading advertisements on CoolSculpting
treatments.The company’s advertisements claimed
“Kaya’s Non-surgical Fat Reduction” and “Kaya
brings you easy inch loss with CoolSculpting,” and
even depicted misleading before-and-after images
suggesting major fat loss all over the body. These
claims went beyond the actual US-FDA approval and
misrepresented the procedure as a weight-loss
treatment. Kaya Limited has since complied with the
CCPA’s order and deposited the penalty amount,”
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution said in a release.The matter of VLCC
Limited came to the notice of CCPA through a
complaint and monitoring of advertisements in the
slimming and beauty sector.

“On examination, it was found that VLCC was making
exaggerated claims of drastic weight loss and inch
reduction within a single session, which went far
beyond the actual approval granted to the
CoolSculpting machine, thereby misleading
consumers,” Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food &
Public Distribution release said.The investigation
revealed that the advertisements of VLCC projected
CoolSculpting and related procedures as a permanent
weight-loss and size-reduction solution.

Trump turns $11.1B in US government funds
into a 10% stake in downtrodden Intel

The US government’s stake in Intel

coincides with Trump’s push to

bring production to the US, which

has heen a focal point of the trade

war that he has been waging

throughout the world.

Incentives for First-Time Women

He said that SEBI is taking a slew of

L
WASHINGTON.(Agency)

President Donald Trump on Friday

announced the US government has
secured a 10% stake in struggling Silicon
Valley pioneer Intel in a deal that was
completed just a couple weeks after he
was depicting the company’s CEO as a
conflicted leader unfit for the job.“The
United States of America now fully owns
and controls 10% of INTEL, a Great
American Company that has an even more

incredible future,” Trump wrote in a post.

The US government is getting the stake
through the conversion of $11.1 billion in
previously issued funds and pledges. All
told, the government is getting 433.3
million shares of non-voting stock priced
at $20.47 apiece — a discount from
Friday’s closing price at $24.80. That
spread means the US government
already has a gain of $1.9 billion, on
paper.

The remarkable turn of events makes
the US government one of Intel’s
largest shareholders at a time that the
Santa Clara, California, company is
in the process of jettisoning more than
20,000 workers as part of its latest
attempt to bounce back from years of
missteps taken under a variety of [
CEOs.Intel’s current CEO, Lip-Bu
Tan, has only been on the job for
slightly more than five months, and earlier
this month, it looked like he might be on
shaky ground already after some
lawmakers raised national security
concerns about his past investments in

Chinese companies while he was a
venture capitalist. Trump latched on to
those concerns in an August 7 post

losing more than $22 billion since the end
of 2023. Trump hailed Tan as “highly
respected” CEO in his Friday post.

demanding that Tan resign.But Trump In a statement, Tan applauded Trump for
backed off after the Malaysian-born Tan
professed his allegiance to the US in a

public letter to Intel employees and went
to the White House to meet with the
president, leading to a deal that now has
the US government betting that the
company is on the comeback trail after

“driving historic investments in a vital
industry” and resolved to reward his faith
in Intel. “We are grateful for the
confidence the President and the
Administration have placed in
Intel, and we look forward to
working to advance US
technology and manufacturing
leadership,” Tan said.Intel’s
current stock price is just slightly
above where it was when Tan was
hired in March and more than
60% below its peak of about $75
reached 25 years ago when its
chips were still dominating the
personal computer boom before
being undercut by a shift to
smartphones a few years later. The
company’s market value currently stands
at about $108 billion - a fraction of the
current chip kingpin, Nvidia, which is
valued at $4.3 trillion.

SEBI plans incentives for first-time women
mutual fund investors: SEBI Chairman

New Delhi .(Agency)

SEBI is planning to come up with
additional incentives in order to help
and encourage the first-time female
investors to participate in the mutual
funds, said SEBI Chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey on Friday.“Financial
inclusion will remain incomplete
unless women are equally
represented,” said Pandey while
speaking at an event organised by
the Association of Mutual Funds
in India (AMFI).We are thus also
envisaging to introduce an
additional distribution incentive
for investments from first-time
women investors,” he added
further.

investors in B30 Cities

measures to facilitate and

encourage the industry, and one such
proposal is to incentivise the
distributors for investment from first-
time individual investors in B30 cities,
which comprise tier 2 and tier 3
cities.The move is set to bring new

Gold shines

investors into the mainstream equity
market while simultaneously
extending the reach of mutual fund into
underrepresented and underserved
regions, which will therefore
contribute to financial
inclusion.Additionally, to address

legacy issues of the mutual fund
industry, such as overlap in the
portfolio schemes, SEBI is reviewing
the categorisation of mutual fund
schemes.He further said that based on
the feedback from various industry

stakeholders and from the consultation
process, further steps will be taken.

“These measures are expected to

facilitate the industry to become more

transparent and investor-friendly,” the

Sebi chairman said.Lately, SEBI has

reviewed reports and filings submitted
by mutual funds in order to
promote ease of doing
business measures and to
streamline the compliance
process.

Based on the review, the
regulator has decided to
discontinue the requirement
of filing over 52 reports,
notices, and addendums with
it by the asset management
companies (AMCs).

SEBI’s Future Roadmap

The future roadmap of SEBI
includes the regulator

working towards a comprehensive
simplification of mutual fund
regulations. The end goal is to ease the
compliance burden for the industry
players while continuing to safeguard
the investor interest, said Pandey.

brighter: Is now the right

time to buy amid Fed rate cut buzz

CHENNALI.(Agency)

Gold prices continued their upward trend
on Friday, August 23, supported by
growing expectations of a US Federal
Reserve rate cut after Jerome Powell’s
dovish comments at the Jackson Hole
symposium. His signal that the Fed
may ease policy soon to counter
slowing growth and tariff-related
inflation risks pushed US bond yields
lower and weakened the dollar, which
in turn boosted demand for gold.

Safe-haven buying also added

momentum as investors remained
cautious about global trade frictions
and currency volatility. Technically,
gold held firmly above short-term
support levels and moved closer to its
recent highs, indicating strong buying
interest in the market.The current rally

has raised the question of whether this
is the right time to buy gold. In the

positive case, if the Fed begins cutting
rates, real yields are likely to fall
further, which has historically
supported gold prices. A weaker dollar
would also enhance gold’s appeal for
global investors. On the other hand,
there are risks in the short term. Any
profit-taking after the recent rally or a

sudden shift in Fed communication

could lead to volatility. Stronger-than-
expected US economic data could
also reduce the chances of aggressive
rate cuts, which may cause a
temporary pullback in gold.

For long-term investors, the
macroeconomic backdrop remains
supportive, and gold can be
accumulated gradually, particularly
on price dips. For short-term traders,
it may be prudent to watch resistance
levels closely and manage risk

carefully.Overall, the uptrend in gold

appears intact and expectations of Fed
rate cuts strengthen the outlook for
further gains. While chasing the rally
may carry near-term risks, buying on
declines could be a more balanced
Strategy.

Nifty rejig: Indigo, Max Health
in; Indusind, Hero out

MUMBALI .(Agency)

The National Stock Exchange (NSE) has decided
to add the airline major Interglobe Aviation that
operates the largest airline Indigo and the
hospital-chain ~ Max Healthcare into the
benchmark Nifty 50, replacing the troubled
lender Indusind Bank and the two-wheeler
major Hero Motocorp effective September 30.

The largest bourse said late Friday that both the
inclusion as well as the exclusion are part of the
semi-annual rejig of the index, based on free
float market value of the 50-stock index
components. The NSE index subcommittee met
to take the calls. The NSE’s biannual index
reshuffle is based on stocks' average free-float
market capitalization over six-month periods
ending January 31 and July 31, with the changes
implemented in March and September,
respectively. The BSE does this recast in every
July and December based on the same
methodology and principles.

Changes to the Nifty 50 usually lead to reshuffling
of exchange traded funds linked to the
benchmark index, which could result in several
million dollars worth of inflows and outflows
for the stocks that are rejigged.

Entry into the index could bring in $400 million
for Max Healthcare, while Interglobe may see
an inflow of $600 million, according to an
estimate by Nuvama in July.For the year through
July-end, shares of Max and Interglobe rose
9.34% and 28.61%, respectively, while those of
Indusind fell 17.59%. Hero's stock was up
1.82%.According to an analysis of Nuvama
Alternative, with the index rejig, exchange-
traded funds and mutual funds that track the
Nifty will have to now rebalance their portfolios
to align with the new index composition, which
leads to changes in passive fund flows.The
impact of the exclusion on Indusind, which
since the March accounting scam in March, will
be hard going forward. The bank took a $230
million hit in the year ended March 31 due to
misaccounting in internal derivative trades,
prompting the resignations of CEO Sumant
Kathpalia and his deputy Arun Khurana late
April. While the two-wheeler major may see
$600 million in outflows, the troubled lender is
likely to see an outflow of $230 million
according to brokerages. During the last rejig in
March, Zomato and Jio Financial entered the
index, replacing state-run petroleum major
BPCL and the food major Britannia Industries.
When the Sensex was recast last May, with
effective changes from July 23, the Tata group’s
retail arm Trent and the public sector Bharat
Electronics replaced Nestle India, and Indusind
Bank.

MSMEs pin hopes on GST revamp for
easier compliance, input tax credit

Business owners say that
despite nearly eight vears of
GST, bureaucratic hurdles —
particularly at the state level
— continue to weigh them

down
—

MUMBAI.(Agency)

As the government prepares to roll out GST
reforms by Diwali, micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs) are hoping
for simpler registration, compliance, and
refund processes. Business owners say
that despite nearly eight years of GST,
bureaucratic hurdles — particularly at the
state level — continue to weigh them
down.According to Vinod Kumar
Wuthoo, President of the SME Forum, the
churn within the GST system highlights
compliance fatigue. “Nearly 1.75 lakh
GST registration revocations and around

1.5 lakh cancellations occur every single
month, reflecting the procedural fatigue
and compliance difficulties faced by
businesses,” he said.

A West Bengal-based MSME owner,

requesting anonymity, alleged that due to
the lack of process _
automation, they are often
harassed by state officials for
bribes. Several entrepreneurs
echoed similar concerns,
pointing out that irrelevant
show-cause notices (SCNs)
are frequently issued, only to
be dropped
later.Muzaffarnagar-based
entrepreneur Neeraj Kedia,
managing director of zinc
sulphate manufacturer
Chakradhar Chemicals,
recalled once receiving a |
demand notice of ?95 lakh
with an additional ?1.15 crore
in interest for July 2017 to
March 2018. “In most cases, the notices
are dropped. There should be mandatory
reporting of how many show-cause
notices actually stand the legal test,”

Kedia said. He added that, often, even
after satisfactory explanations, state
officials proceed with tax impositions.
ITC conundrum
Input tax credit (ITC) allows businesses to
claim reimbursement for taxes paid on

considering moving a significant share of
goods from the 12% slab to 5%, industry
representatives have urged that ITC be
extended. “The input credit system must
remain intact; otherwise, for regular
FMCG products (likely to fall under the
5% slab), the retail market will
shift entirely to big players like
Amazon and Reliance who buy
directly from manufacturers.
Local stores — which usually buy
from distributors — will be
severely hit,” said Rakesh
Chhabra of the RAI Industries

%\.,__ CAssociation, Sonipat, Haryana.

purchases. However, under the current
system, businesses cannot claim ITC on
items taxed at 5% because of the inverted
duty structure. With the government

ompliance burden
Currently, dealers must file GSTR-1
by the 11th of every month, while
GSTR-3B — a non-revisable
return — is due by the 20th. Late
filing attracts penalties. Many
MSMESs want this gap extended to
ease compliance pressures. “We
would like GST to be simpler, like
income tax. Laws are very subjective and,
overall, GST remains a complex taxation
system,” said Harsh Mittal, MD & CEO
of MITASO Comtel.
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CBI raids Anil Ambani's Mumbai home

Cheque bounce case: Delhi
court fines man Rs 10K for
‘mischievous’ plea

in Rs 17,000-crore SBl-loan fraud case

»The (BI on Saturday
raided Anil Ambani's
Mumbai residence in
connection with a Rs 3073
crore bank fraud case, days
after ED also expanded its
probe and summoned his
top executives.

Agency New Delhi.
The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on

Saturday morning conducted searches at
industrialist Anil Ambani’s residence in
Mumbai in connection with a bank fraud
case worth Rs 3,073 crore.Officials reached
Ambani’s residence at Seawind, Cuffe
Parade, around 7 am. According to sources,
“seven to eight officials” arrived at the
premises and have been carrying out the
search since then. Ambani and his family

are present at the residence while the
searches are underway.

The CBI filed a fresh FIR against Anil

Ambani, his business entities and others
based on a complaint by State Bank of
India (SBI) alleging fraud, The FIR has
been lodged in Delhi.

In its complaint, SBI alleged a total fraud of

Rs 3,073 crore by Anil Ambani’s Reliance
Communications Limited (RCOM). The
bank had earlier classified the account and
promoters, including Anil D Ambani, as
“fraud” on November 10, 2020, and filed a
complaint with CBI on January 5, 2021.
However, the complaint was returned due
to a "status quo” order issued by the Delhi
High Court on January 6,2021.

The State Bank of India has now officially

classified Reliance Communications
Limited (RCOM) and its promoter director,

Anil D Ambani, as “fraud,” Minister of

State in the Ministry of Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary informed the Lok Sabha on
Friday.

In a written reply, Chaudhary said that SBI

made the classification on June 13, 2025,

Directions on Fraud Risk Management and
the bank’s internal policy. As part of

disclosure norms, RCOM’s Resolution
Professional informed the Bombay Stock
Exchange about the classification on July 1,
2025.According to the minister, SBI's total
exposure to RCOM includes a fund-based
principal outstanding of Rs 2,227.64 crore
with accrued interest and expenses since
August 26, 2016, along with non-fund-
based bank guarantees worth Rs 786.52
crore.RCOM is currently undergoing the
Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process
(CIRP) under the Insolvency and

Bankruptcy Code, 2016. The Committee of

Creditors approved a resolution plan,

which was filed with the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT),
Mumbai, on March 6, 2020, but is still
awaiting final approval. SBI has also
initiated a Personal Insolvency
Resolution Process against Anil Ambani
under the IBC, which is being heard by
NCLT Mumbai.

This is not the first time the Ambani-led
telecom firm has faced such action. SBI
had earlier classified RCOM and Anil

Ambani as “fraud” in November 2020 and

filed a complaint with CBlin January 2021.

Following a Supreme Court ruling on March
27, 2023, which mandated lenders to give
borrowers an opportunity to present their
case before being labelled as fraud, SBI
reversed the classification on September 2,
2023,

The bank later re-ran the process in

compliance with an RBI circular dated July

15, 2024, and reclassified the account as

fraud.On June 24, 2025, SBI reported the

classification to the Reserve Bank of India

and said it is in the process of lodging a

formal complaint with the CBI. Following

this, the CBI filed an FIR in the case.

Victory of compassion’:
Activists

Agency New Delhi.
Cheers and tears of relief erupted at Jantar Mantar on

Friday after the Supreme Court modified its earlier
order mandating the relocation of stray dogs in Delhi-
NCR. The three-judge bench clarified that only rabid or
aggressive dogs could be shifted to shelters, while
healthy strays must be sterilised, vaccinated and
returned to their original areas as prescribed under the
Animal Birth Control (ABC) Rules, 2023. Civic bodies
were also told to set up designated feeding zones in
every ward, based on the concentration of community
dogs.

As the ruling was pronounced, activists and caregivers
present at the protest site embraced, shouted slogans and
thanked God, calling the verdict a “victory of
compassion”. Several described it as historic, saying it
secured the future of “street kids” who would now
continue to live among their caregivers. For many, the
relief was palpable after days of uncertainty sparked by
the August 11 directive that ordered the relocation of all
strays to shelters, a move widely criticised as unfeasible
given the lack of infrastructure.

Animal rights groups welcomed the judgement.PETA
India urged authorities to implement feeding areas and
encouraged adoption over pet purchases, adding that
“today is the day for Sheru at the tea stall, Rani at the
mandir steps and Moti in the society grounds.” The SC’s
ruling also drew a mixed response from resident groups.
Sanjay Gupta, president of the Model Town Residents
Society, said while the order permitting the feeding of
dogs only in designated MCD areas would reduce
conflicts and make public spaces safer, concerns
remained.

“We are disappointed that dogs will not be moved to
shelters. Strays suffer neglect, disease and accidents.
“The government must create shelters and conduct an
immediate census,” he said.The association also urged
strict monitoring and swift implementation, stressing
that lapses by civic authorities had worsened the crisis.

MCD’s ‘mosquito
terminator train’ to
tackle dengue

Agency New Delhi.

The Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), in
collaboration with Northern Railway, on Friday
launched a major campaign to control mosquito-
borne diseases in the capital. Mayor Raja Igbal Singh
flagged off the *Mosquito Terminator Train’ from
New Delhi Railway Station. Through this train, anti-
larval chemicals will be sprayed in a radius of 50-60
metres on both sides of the railway tracks.

For this purpose, a special truck equipped with a power
sprayer has been mounted on a railway wagon,
enabling easy spraying of anti-larval chemicals even
in difficult-to-reach areas.

Singh said that the MCD is fully committed to the health
and safety of citizens. Due to rains, water often
accumulates around railway tracks, creating breeding
grounds for mosquitoes.With the *Mosquito
Terminator Train’, large-scale spraying will help us
climinate diseases like dengue., malaria, and
chikungunya from their root. He added, This is not
just a train, but a shield to safeguard the health of
Delhiites, reaching areas that cannot be manually
accessed.

MCD Commissioner Ashwini Kumar stated that this
joint campaign of MCD and Railways is an important
initiative in public interest. This collective effort will
bring relief to lakhs of people. He further added that
the Municipal Corporation is carrying out cleanliness
and mosquito eradication drives in a mission mode.
However, this campaign will only be successful if
every citizen participates.

He appealed to the people of Delhi to ensure that water
does not stagnate in and around their homes, to
maintain cleanliness, and to actively support the
Corporation’s efforts. Community participation is
key in the fight against mosquitoes and related
diseases,he emphasized. The commissioner added
that the drive, which will continue until September, is
expected to significantly help in controlling
mosquito-borne diseases.

under the Reserve Bank of India’s Master

India will indigenously build its fifth- ~

"Today,

India's Big Leap: Home-Built Engines For
'Made In India’ 5th-Gen Stealth Jets

Speaking at the ET World Leaders' Summit, Mr Singh said that engine manufacturing work is about to

Agency New Delhi.

generation fighter aircraft and
aircraft engines, Defence Minister |
Rajnath Singh has announced, ®
reflecting the country's resolve to g
become self-reliant in the Defence
sector. Speaking at the ET World
Leaders' Summit, Mr Singh said
that engine manufacturing work is
about to begin in India jointly with
the French company Safran.

we have also taken steps
forward in the direction of building
Fifth Generation fighter aircraft. We
have also moved towards
manufacturing the aircraft's engine in
India itself. We are about to start
engine manufacturing work in India
with the French company Safran," the
minister said.

India has been working on the ambitious

'Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft’

Speaking at the Summit,

hegin in Indlu jointly wnh the French comnunv Safran.

(AMCA) project to build the country's
first fifth-generation jet. Under the
project, five prototypes of the AMCA

are being planned, and the
Acronautical Development Agency
(ADA) under the Defence Ministry has
invited an Expression of Interest for
developing these prototypes.

he also
highlighted the recent breakthroughs
in indigenous capability, pointing to
the Tejas light combat aircraft as a

"splendid example"."Our Tejas
aircraft is going to be a great
example of India's indigenous
defence capabilities. It's not that
we aren't facing challenges in this
endeavour, but we have resolved
that we will find solutions to every
problem and will definitely
establish the full capability to build
fighter aircraft in India," the
minister said.

The AMCA, along with the Tejas light
combat aircraft, are planned to be the
mainstay of the Indian Air Force.

The Defence Minister also shared an
update related to Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) while
talking about India's indigenous
defence capabilities. Besides carlier
orders for 83 aircraft worth Rs 48,000
crore, the HAL has received new
orders worth Rs 66,000 crore for 97
Tejas fighter aircraft, he said.

Job scam: Man arrested for

IIIIIII!I‘SIIIIHtIIyE“II government officials

Agency New Delhi
A 27-year-old man was apprehended
for allegedly duping advocates and
educated women under the pretext
of providing jobs. He duped two
women, including an advocate, by
impersonating several government
officials. The accused, identified as
Sagar Singh, a resident of
Ghaziabad in UP and a B.Com
graduate, maintained details of
various jobs in the several
departments, including MHA, and
carried out profiling of their
department heads online. “He
approached the victims by either
claiming close connections with these
officials or by impersonating senior
officers, assuring them that he could
arrange jobs for them,” a senior police

officer said.A case was registered on
Monday based on the statement of
complainant Shikha Tiwari alleging
that on June 10, she received a message
from a woman advocate stating that the
accused was competent for providing a
job as mentioned in his profile.It was
later found that the accused had hacked
the advocate’s profile and misused it to
deceive her into paying money. The

complainant also noticed a message
sent from the accused’s mobile
number on June 11, falsely issued in
the name of the Education
Department, which promised her a
women's seat in the Women
Commission head office, said
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Shahdara) Prashant Gautam.She
further received an email stating that
any interested person could apply by
paying an upfront processing fee of Rs
5.260. On the same day around 8.30
pm, she received another email
confirming that her registration had
been completed for the seat under the
Member of Parliament quota.The
email included a registration number
and informed her that she was eligible
for the next elimination.

Researchers at

Cement

Agency New Delhi.

A Delhi court has come down heavily on a litigant

for what it described as a “mischievous™ attempt
to misuse judicial remedies, imposing a fine of Rs
10,000 and dismissing his petition. The court
stressed that while access to justice is
fundamental, it cannot be abused to create chaos,
delay proceedings or obstruct the course of
law.The matter arose from a revision petition filed
by Soumya Ranjan Kanungo, who challenged a
magistrate’s August 2024 order refusing to stay a
non-bailable warrant (NBW) issued against him
in a cheque bounce case. Additional sessions
judge Bhupinder Singh, in an order dated August
18, observed that the magistrate’s decision was
correct, as the warrant was issued only to secure
Kanungo’s appearance and did not affect his legal
rights.

“Instead of submitting himself to the jurisdiction of

the trial court, the revisionist has been trying to
subvert the course of justice by filing the present
revision petition,” the judge said, noting that the
order under challenge was “purely interlocutory™
and not open to revision.

He added that even on merits, the plea had no

substance. The court also underscored Kanungo’s
repeated absence from trial, pointing out that
proceedings had been stalled for more than five
years. “The trial court has rightly observed that
the revisionist has taken undue advantage of the
liberty granted to him,” the order stated.lt further
recorded that “even in the present case, Kanungo
took much liberty, and every time different
counsel appeared on his behalf and sought
adjournments for addressing the
arguments.”Expressing strong disapproval, Judge
Singh said he was anguished and appalled by the
litigant’s “insidious and cavalier approach™. The
order also said, “In my view, liberal access to
justice should not be construed by anyone as a
means to lead to chaos and indiscipline, and
frivolous petitions should be penalised with heavy
costs.”

[IT Delhi develops Al model
for instant cement quality
checks

Agency New Delhi.
the Indian Institute of

Technology (1IT) Delhi have developed
artificial intelligence (Al) models capable of
predicting the quality of cement clinker—the
key component in cement production—in a
fraction of a second, potentially
revolutionising the global construction
industry.

is the backbone of the built
environment, with over 4.1 billion tonnes
produced annually worldwide. India is the
second-largest producer, and the sector is
among the most carbon-intensive industries,
accounting for nearly 8% of global CO2
emissions. Producing one tonne of cement
alone releases 0.66 tonnes of
CO2—equivalent to driving a petrol car from
Paris to Istanbul. Traditionally, cement quality
has been tested using high-energy X-rays on
clinker, a process that takes several hours.
This often results in delays, wastage of
material, and energy-intensive reprocessing
when defects are found.

Addressing this challenge, Sheikh Junaid

Fayaz, a PhD scholar under the supervision of
Prof. N.M. Anoop Krishnan at [IT Delhi’s
Civil Engineering Department, has developed
Al models that cut the error rate by 88%
compared to existing industrial methods and
deliver results in just 1/100 of a second.”X-
ray-based clinker checks can take up to four
hours, while our Al models can predict clinker
quality in just 1/100 of a second—making
quality control a million times faster,” said
Prof. Krishnan. “Real-time accuracy allows
engineers to adjust plant parameters
proactively, ensuring the target quality is met
before production, rather than reacting to
delayed X-ray analysis.”

1 dead after cloudburst in Uttarakhand's
Chamoli; Army joins rescue ops

A cloudburst in Chamoli's Tharali caused massive destruction, leaving one girl dead and one person missing

amid debris. Rescue teams and SDRF are carrying out relief operations as roads remain blocked.

Agency New Delhi.
A cloudburst struck Chamoli district,

Uttarakhand late Friday night, causing
extensive damage across the region. The
Tharali market, Kotdeep, and the Tharali
tehsil complex were hit hard as large
amounts of debris swept through homes,
the SDM residence, and other buildings.
Several vehicles parked at the tehsil
complex were buried under the debris.
The heavy flow of water and debris
turned the town’s streets into temporary
ponds.In nearby Sagwara village, reports
indicate that a young girl is dead after
being trapped under the debris, causing
panic in the area. Local residents rushed

Pushkar Singh Dhami said he is
closely monitoring the situation
and is in constant touch with
officials overseeing the rescue
efforts. In a post on X, he wrote:
“Late last night, a tragic report of a
cloudburst was received in the
Tharali area of Chamoli district.
The district administration, SDRF,
and police have reached the spot
and are engaged in relief and rescue
operations. In this regard, I am in
constant contact with the local

currently underway with civil
administration. The Indian Army
stands strong in the face of disaster,
committed to saving lives &
restoring normalcy.”

Amid the devastation, many cars and
vehicles were washed away in the
catastrophe. A video surfaced from
Chamoli in which a distressed man
can be heard saying, “Meri car doob
gayi” (My car has sunken),
reflecting the scale of damage and

administration and am personally
closely monitoring the situation. I pray to
God foreveryone's safety.”

out of their homes as rescue and relief The Tharali-Gwaldam road near

operations began.Some shops in
Chepdaon market were also damaged by
falling debris, and one person has been
reported missing, further intensifying
the emergency.Expressing concern over
the tragedy, Uttarakhand Chief Minister

Minggedera is blocked due to debris and
heavy rainfall, while the Tharali-
Sagwara route is also closed, affecting
local movement.The Indian Army also
confirmed its active role in the rescue
mission. In a statement on X, it said: “At

approx 0040 hrs on 23 Aug 25, a

mudslide struck Tharali, 25 kms from
Rudraprayag in Uttarakhand. The Indian
Army has activated HADR columns,
medical teams and Search & Rescue
Dogs from Rudraprayag and Joshimath.
Army detachment at Tharali is already at
ground zero. extending immediate
rescue & relief. Additional troops &
resources from UB Area IA are being
mobilised and joint operations are

personal losses suffered by the
locals.“The police and administration
teams are actively engaged in rescue and
relief operations.” said District
Magistrate Dr Sandeep Tiwari.The State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF) team
has been dispatched from Gauchar to the
site. The Border Roads Organisation
(BRO) is working near Ming Khedere to
clear the road and facilitate traffic and
reliefoperations.
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Hong Kong rejects renewal
of 'Bloomberg' reporter's
visa

HONG KONG. (Agency)

A journalist who works for Bloomberg News in Hong
Kong said Saturday she has to leave the city after a
foreign journalists' club revealed that authorities had
denied renewal of her working visa.Rebecca Choong
Wilkins, Bloomberg's Asia government and
economy correspondent, said on social media that
"after six years of reporting in Hong Kong, and at
eight months pregnant, I'm very sad to be leaving my
colleagues, friends and the place I've called
home.""I'll be out of office for a while on maternity
leave. Wherever I land, catch you on the other side,"
she added."We cannot comment on the specifics of
her situation but we fully support Rebecca and we
will continue to work through the appropriate
avenues to try to resolve the matter," a Bloomberg
News spokesperson said.Hong Kong's Immigration
Department declined to comment on the "individual
case" when reached by AFP, adding that it "acts in
accordance with the laws and policies in handling
each immigration case".The Foreign
Correspondents' Club Hong Kong said Friday it was
"deeply concerned" over the incident and it
understood that authorities did not give any reason
for the denial.The decision and the lack of
explanation reinforce widespread concerns about the
erosion of press freedom in Hong Kong, it said.Last
year, another Bloomberg reporter Haze Fan, who is a
Chinese national, was refused a visa to work in Hong
Kong, media reports said.

4.4 magnitude earthquake
jolts Eastern Nepal, no
damage reported so far

KATHMANDU .(Agency)

An earthquake of 4.4 magnitude struck Eastern Nepal,
officials have said. According to the National
Earthquake Monitoring and Research Centre, the
tremor of4.4 magnitude hit Sankhuwasabha district at
11:15 pm on Friday with its epicentre located at
Maghang area.The earthquake was also felt in several
districts in Eastern Nepal, though there were no
immediate reports of casualties or damage, officials
said.

Nepal, which lies in a high seismic risk zone, frequently
experiences earthquakes. In April 2015, a devastating
7.8-magnitude quake killed nearly 9,000 people and
damaged over half a million houses across the
Himalayan nation.

Atter Brother Erik, Lyle
Menendez Denied Parole In
Parents' Murder

World . (Agency)

A US judicial commission denied parole Friday to
Joseph Lyle Menendez, a day after his brother Erik
was also ordered to stay in prison for the murder of
their parents in a Beverly Hills mansion more than
three decades ago.A California panel ordered the 57-
year-old, who goes by his middle name, to remain
behind bars along with his younger sibling, defying a
campaign for their freedom waged by family, friends
and celebrities including Kim Kardashian. "Joseph
(Lyle) Menendez was denied parole for three years at
his initial suitability hearing today," read a brief
statement from the California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR).

The outcome of Lyle Menendez's hearing is the latest
blow to a movement that has swelled in recent years,
amplified by Netflix's smash hit dramatic series
"Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story."

The show and myriad documentaries have fixated on
the gory details of the 1989 shotgun murders, and the
televised jury trial that captivated audiences with
accounts of their abusive upbringings and posh
lifestyles.An 11-hour hearing

Friday's hearing came just over 36 years after the deaths
of parents Jose and Kitty Menendez, in what
prosecutors said was a cynical attempt by their sons to
obtain a large family fortune.After setting up alibis
and trying to cover their tracks, Erik and Lyle shot
Jose Menendez five times with shotguns, including in
the kneecaps.Kitty Menendez died from a shotgun
blast as she tried desperately to crawl away from her
killers.The brothers initially blamed the deaths on a
mafia hit, but changed their story several times in the
ensuing months.Erik, then 18, confessed to the
murders in a session with his therapist. The pair
ultimately claimed they had acted in self-defense
after years of emotional and sexual abuse at the hands
of a tyrannical father.During their decades in prison,
changing social mores and greater awareness of
sexual abuse helped elevate the men to something
approaching cultural icons.Friday's hearing, which
was closed to the public, lasted 11 hours. It was held
separately to Thursday's hearing for his brother Erik,
54 Both brothers appeared by video link from the San
Diego prison where they are being held.The panel
members, whose identities was not released by
CDCR, quizzed them on their behavior and attitude

Women political prisoners in Belarus face abuse,
humiliation and threats of losing parental rights

Independent experts appointed by
the United Nations Human Rights
Council describe “appalling”
conditions for women in Belarusian
prisons, with “a blatant lack of
accountability for the ill treatment.”

TALLINN .(Agency)

Antanina Kanavalava says her four yearsin a
Belarusian penal colony as a political
prisoner were filled with a fear and anguish
that still haunts her.She nearly lost parental
rights to her two young children when she
was initially arrested. Her eyesight
deteriorated from sewing military uniforms
in a dimly lit room. Denied access to even
basic needs like feminine hygiene products,
she used rags or whatever she could find
amid unsanitary conditions.“Women in
prison go through hell and can’t even
complain to anyone,” Kanavalava, 37, told
The Associated Press after her release in

Pakistani students in US face uncertainty as government
reviews anti-American content on social media

ISLAMABAD. (Agency)

\Pakistani students and other visa

holders in the United States are facing
growing uncertainty as the Trump
administration reviews social media
for anti-American or extremist content,
reported Dawn on Saturday.As part
of the broader vetting process, US
authorities are reviewing social
media activity for any signs of
hostility toward US citizens, culture,
government, or institutions, the
report said.Even minor infractions,
political activity, or incomplete
documentation could put their stay
atrisk, added the report.Incidents of
traffic violations and campus
protests may be reported to the US
Department of Homeland Security F
(DHS), raising alarms among the
Pakistani community. A traffic court
judge in northern Virginia informed
two Pakistani students recently that the
courts are now required to share
records of traffic violations with DHS,
the report said.

We were planning to drive to Chicago,

but we've been advised not to, said

December. “The head of the prison told me
straight out that people like me should be
put against the wall and shot.”Belarus has
nearly 1,200 political prisoners. While all
endure harsh conditions like unheated
cells, isolation and poor nutrition and
health care, human rights officials say the
178 women behind bars are particularly
vulnerable.Pavel Sapelka, a lawyer with
the Viasna human rights center, says
women are often singled out for abuse and
humiliation, threatened with losing their
children, and having medical problems
ignored.Sapelka cited the case of Hanna
Kandratsenka, 30, who died of cervical
cancer in February, months after getting her
freedom. She was diagnosed in prison but
denied early release for treatment, he
said.Independent experts appointed by the
United Nations Human Rights Council
describe “appalling” conditions for women
in Belarusian prisons, with “a blatant lack
of accountability for the ill
treatment.” Authoritarian President
Lukashenko has ruled Belarus for over
three decades, living up to his nickname of
“Europe's last dictator” by silencing dissent

and extending his rule through elections the
West calls neither free nor fair. A harsh
crackdown followed a disputed 2020 vote,

when hundreds of thousands took to the
streets. Over 65,000 people were arrested,
thousands were beaten by police and
hundreds of independent media outlets and
nongovernmental organizations were
closed and outlawed.Opposition figures are
either imprisoned or have fled abroad.
Among those behind bars is Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Ales Bialiatski, the founder
of Viasna, and Maria Kolesnikova, an
opposition leader. Although Lukashenko
has freed over 300 political prisoners in the

last year, still others are arrested in a
revolving door of repression.U.S. President
Donald Trump said last week on social
media that he spoke with Lukashenko and
encouraged him to release more. On
Friday, Lukashenko responded: “Take
them, bring them over there.”Of the harsh
conditions, Lukashenko says Belarus
treats inmates “normally,” adding that
“prison is not a resort.”The government
has refused to allow international
monitors and independent observers into
the prisons.
Amother's trauma
Kanavalava was a confidant of opposition
leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, who
challenged Lukashenko in the 2020
election but later fled the country amid the
subsequent protests. With her husband also
jailed, Kanavalava was convicted of
“participating in mass riots” and sentenced
to 5 1/2 years. Authorities threatened to
send her 6-year-old son, Ivan, and 4-year-
old daughter, Nasta, to an orphanage at the
start of her sentence.“For a mother not to
see her children for four years is real
torture," she told AP.

Ap
Against Oppo For Poaching,

ple Files Lawsuit

Yunus Khan, a student from Baltimore,
Maryland. "We are on visas, and even a
minor mistake could lead to
revocation," he said.The Pakistani
embassy says it's monitoring the
situation, advising caution in political

activities, the report
added.Participating in pro-Palestine
protests has made Pakistani students
anxious. Some of us joined those
demonstrations and now we don't
know if we can stay or might face
deportation, said Samina Ali, also from
Baltimore.Mohammad Sajid, a student

at George Mason University, said
working a part-time job has become
difficult.

Pakistanis who received political asylum

face even greater concerns. According
to the Pakistan embassy in Washington,
between 700,000 to a million
Pakistanis live in the United
States, most as citizens or
long-term residents, the report
said.However, as many do not
register officially, exact
numbers are unclear.Pakistan
sent 10,988 students to the US
in 2024 in comparison to
17,099 from Bangladesh and
16,742 from Nepal. India
topped the list with 331,602
students in 2024.
" According to Pakistani embassy
estimates, the number of
Pakistani students has risen to about
12,500 in 2025.Pakistani authorities in
Washington are closely monitoring the
situation, emphasising the importance
of legal documentation, awareness of
rights, and caution in political activity,
the reportadded.

Tour bus, carrying Indians aboard, crashes
on interstate highway in New York, kills 5

«1he state police said that
the driver apparently
became distracted, lost
control and overcorrected
before the bus went into
the right shoulder and
flipped over shortly

—

NEW YORK . (Agency)

A tour bus returning to New York City

from Niagara Falls with 54 people,
including Indians, aboard crashed and
rolled on its side on an interstate
highway, killing five passengers and
injuring many others, authorities have
said.The driver apparently became
distracted, lost control and
overcorrected before the bus went into

the right shoulder and flipped over
shortly before 12:30 p.m. on the
eastbound side of Interstate 90 in
Pembroke, New York, about 40 km east
of Buffalo, state police Maj Andre Ray
said at an evening news conference on
Friday (August 22, 2025).He did not
say how the driver became distracted,
adding that the cause remains under
investigation.Mr. Ray said the
passengers ranged in age from 1 to 74.
Multiple people were ejected from the
bus during the crash, and five people —
all adults — were pronounced dead at
the scene, Mr. Ray said.Many others
became entrapped in the wreck and
were rescued. Dozens were taken to
hospitals. Ray said it didn't appear any
other people had life-threatening
injuries.“An absolute tragedy took
place,” Mr. Ray said. “And first and
foremost, our thoughts, prayers and
hearts go out to those involved, their

friends and their families.” State police
said most of the passengers on the bus
were of Indian, Chinese and Filipino
ethnicity, and authorities brought in
translators to help with the emergency
response.Mr. Ray said a preliminary
investigation ruled out mechanical
failure or driver impairment. The
driver survived the crash and was
cooperating with police, officials said.
No charges had been filed as of Friday
(August 22, 2025) evening, Mr. Ray
said.The Mercy Flight medical
transport service said its three
helicopters and three more from other
services transported people from the
crash site. Hospitals in the region said
they evaluated or treated more than 40
people. Injuries ranged from head
trauma to broken arms and legs.Two
people who needed surgery at Erie
County Medical Centre in Buffalo
were expected to recover, said.

Stealing Trade Secrets
world. (Agency)

Apple Inc. accused smartphone maker Oppo in a lawsuit

of poaching a highly paid member of the Apple Watch
team and encouraging him to steal trade secrets for his
new job with the Chinese firm.Sensor system architect
Chen Shi secretly accessed confidential documents on
Apple's health-sensing technologies for Oppo's
benefit to develop a competing wearable device before
departing Apple in June, according to a complaint filed
Thursday in federal court in San Jose,
California."Concealing his impending employment
with a direct competitor, Dr. Shi set up and attended
dozens of one-on-one meetings with Apple Watch
technical team members to learn about their ongoing
research," according to the complaint.

In addition, "late at night just three days before leaving

Apple, Dr. Shi downloaded 63 documents from a
protected Box folder," according to the complaint. "He

then transferred them to a USB drive one day before
his departure."Apple has filed numerous suits in recent
years accusing ex-employees and rival companies of
breaching contracts and stealing valuable intellectual
property. At least three of the iPhone maker's former
engineers who worked on its now abandoned electric
vehicle autonomous driving project have been
criminally prosecuted for allegedly taking secrets to
China. The tech giant also has been locked in a court
battle with Irvine, California-based Masimo Corp.
since 2020 over smartwatch technology.Shi concealed
his defection to Oppo, known as Guangdong Oppo
Mobile Telecommunications Corp., by falsely telling
his colleagues at Cupertino, California-based Apple
that he was returning to China to take care of his aging
parents, according to the complaint.Apple says Shi
violated a confidentiality and IP agreement, and that
Oppo knew of and encouraged his activities.

Push to recruit Kurds, religious minorities to Syrian
security forces brings both hope and skepticism

AFRIN. (Agency)

Young Kurdish men, including members of
religious minorities, recently signed up to
join the Syrian government’s General
Security forces in Afrin, an area in the
country’s north from which Kurds were
forcibly displaced years ago.The push to
recruit ethnic and religious minorities
comes as the government in Damascus
faces increased scrutiny after outbreaks of
sectarian violence in recent months during
which there were widespread reports of
government-affiliated fighters killing and
humiliating civilians from the Alawite and
Druze sects.A U.N.-backed commission
that investigated violence on Syria’s coast
recommended earlier this month that
authorities should recruit from minority
communities for a more “diverse security
force composition” to improve community
relations and trust.Minorities are
increasingly wary of the new authorities in
Damascus, who are led by Sunni Muslim
Islamist former insurgents who overthrew

President Bashar Assad in December after
a nearly 14-year civil war.An agreement
reached in March between Damascus and
Kurdish-led forces that control much of

northeast Syria also has been on shaky

ground.

Seeking a role in the new state

Abbas Mohammad Hamouda, a Kurdish
Alawite, was among the young men
lining up at a recruitment center in Afrin
on Wednesday.“I came with young men
from my district to join the new state,”
he said. “We will stand together, united,
and avoid problems and wars from now
on.”The Kurds in Afrin “have been
subjected to a lot over the past eight
years,” Hamouda said, adding, “I hope
that the youth of Afrin will not think
badly of us because of this affiliation”
with the new authorities.

Formerly a Kurdish-majority area, Afrin was
seized by Turkish forces and allied Syrian
opposition fighters in 2018, following a
Turkey-backed military operation that

pushed fighters from the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces and thousands
of Kurdish civilians from the area.

Arabs displaced from other parts of Syria
have settled in the area since then and the
Kurds who stayed have complained of
discrimination against them.Some are
hoping the recent drive to recruit them to

the security forces signals a shift toward
more inclusion.Malik Moussa, a Kurd from
the Yazidi sect who signed up, said he had
come hoping to be “part of the Syrian
army and for there to be no
discrimination.”“We hope that the
new government will be for all the

\ e /\ people, for there not to be oppression

like there was in the past,” he
said.Ferhad Khurto, a government
official responsible for political
affairs in the Afrin district, said about
1,000 young men had signed up in
recent days to join General Security
in the area from “all of its sects and
colors and doctrines.” He did not give
a breakdown of the demographics of
the new recruits.“This is the first step,
and there is a strategy ... for the sons
of Afrin to share in all the government
institutions, not only on the side of internal
security but in civilian institutions,” he said,
adding that the recruitment drive in Afrin is
part of alarger national strategy.
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Which team will play
Lionel Messi's
Argentina in India
Kerala miister answers

New Delhi. (Agenc
Kerala Sports Minister V. Abdurahiman on
Saturday said that they are trying to bring a
top-tier football team to compete against
Argentina in the football friendly that is set to
be played in India later this year.On Saturday,
August 23, the Argentina Football
Association announced that it would be
playing an international friendly in India
between November 10 and 18. While the
opponent has not been announced vyet,
Kerala’s sports minister revealed that
multiple football associations have expressed
interest in playing against Lionel Messi's
side."We will select a team from among
FIFA’s top 50. Several teams have
approached us. The Australian football team
has expressed interest, and we also have a
sports exchange agreement with them.

Similarly, three or four other teams have
contacted us," Abdurahiman told reporters on
Saturday.Abdurahiman revealed that the
AFA wanted to play this match in 2026, but
the state government requested the federation
to schedule the match in either October or
November this year."Initially, AFA planned it
for 2026. However, we contacted them and
requested that they hold the match in Kerala
this year. Now, AFA has officially confirmed
it. We intend to bring the Argentina squad that
won the 2022 World Cup," the minister said.

Expressing his happiness, Abdurahiman
added. "A lot of effort has gone into bringing
the Argentina football team to Kerala. We
have started planning the rest of the
arrangements and will soon discuss the
details, including the venue, with the Chief
Minister."He said several lakh football fans
in the state are eagerly awaiting the match.
"Our intention is to provide a platform for
fans to see Messi play in Kerala," he
said.Argentina Set For a Rematch?In case
Lionel Messi's Argentina do end up playing
Australia in Kerala, it would be a rematch of
their 2022 FIFA World Cup clash, where
Lionel Messi took apart the opposition with
his exceptional game awareness.

Shubman Gill set to
miss Duleep Trophy due
to illness: Reports

New Delhi. (Agency
India’s Test captain Shubman Gill is set to miss
the Duleep Trophy 2025, scheduled to begin
on Thursday, August 28, at the BCCI Centre
of Excellence Ground in Bengaluru, as he
continues to recover from illness at his home
in Chandigarh.According to a report in
Cricbuzz, Gill, who was named captain of
the North Zone side, recently underwent a
medical evaluation by team

physiotherapists, with the health report
submitted to the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI).With Gill unavailable, vice-
captain Ankit Kumar is expected to take over
leadership duties, while Shubham Rohilla
has been drafted into the squad as his
replacement.Meanwhile, Arshdeep Singh

and Harshit Rana, who are both part of
India’s Asia Cup 2025 squad, will only
feature in the opening match against East
Zone before leaving for national
commitments in the UAE. Gurnoor Brar and
Anuj Thakral have been lined up as their
replacements.

North Zone squad for Duleep Trophy

Shubman Gill (¢), Shubham Khajuria, Ankit
Kumar, Ayush Badoni, Yash Dhull, Ankit
Kalsi, Nishant Sindhu, Sahil Lotra, Mayank
Dagar, Yudhvir Singh Charak, Arshdeep
Singh, Harshit Rana, Anshul Kamboj, Auqib
Nabi, Kanhaiya Wadhawan (wk).Shubham
Arora (wk), Jaskaranvir Singh Paul, Ravi
Chauhan, Abid Mushtaq, Nishunk Birla,
Umar Nazir, Divesh Sharma

Shubman Gill set for Asia Cup journeyGill
was recently appointed as the vice-captain of
India’s T20 side for Asia Cup, to be held in
the UAE from September 9 to 28, with India
kicking off their campaign against UAE on
Wednesday. September 10.

Fresh from his sensational performance during
the Test series in England, Gill tallied 754
runs across five Tests at an average of 75.40,
registering four centuries and rewriting the
record books as only the first Asian to
surpass 700 runs in a single English series.

Tennis a costly dream Jannik Sinner would

have quit if not ranked top 200 by 24

Jannik Sinner has revealed he
would have quit tennis if he had
not reached the top 200 by age
24. Sinner's comments put light
on the financial struggles faced
by tennis players from modest
backgrounds.

NEW YORK. (Agency)

World No. 1 Jannik Sinner has revealed that he

would have quit tennis by the age of 24, if he
had not entered the top 200 in the men's
singles ranking. Speaking ahead of his first-
round game in the US Open, Sinner said that
coming from a modest family, it would have
been difficult to sustain his sporting
endeavours without cracking into the top
rankings.Asked about his dream of playing
tennis from his childhood days, Sinner stated
that he quickly realised that his family would

not have been able to sustain tennis unless he
himself won enough prize money to take
care of his career.Sinner said that he gave
himself till the age of 23 or 24 and made
peace with the fact that he would quit tennis
if he was not inside the top 200 rankings in
men's singles competition."I told my parents
that if I was not ranked under 200 at the age
of 23 or 24, 1 would stop playing tennis.
Because we could not afford it, you know. It
costs a lot of money to travel around for
tournaments, to have a coach. I was very
lucky that 1 started to earn my money at
around 18, and I felt safe. When you are
young, you dream, you do not even believe
it," Sinner said.Aged 24, Sinner now is the
first Italian to win a Grand Slam. He has
dominated tennis alongside Carlos Alcaraz
for the last few years and is being heralded as
the next great. Sinner stated that in many
ways he has already outdone his dream and
whatever he is getting now is simply a bonus.

"l used to say that I wanted to be World No. 1,1

wanted to win a Grand Slam, and it was
really just a dream. But the position I am in
right now is well beyond my dream. Now it’s
different, now I understand my potential. But

when | was young, if | had been top 100, |
would have been the happiest. Everything
right now is a big extra," Sinner concluded
on the matter.

Jannik Sinner's Family Background

Jannik Sinner's parents, Siglinde and
Hanspeter, worked at a ski lodge. His father

was a chef and his mother a waitress.
Coming from a modest background, the
family was aware of the financial challenges
associated with competitive tennis, which

Won't watch IND vs PAK match, value of
human life more than sports: Manoj Tiwary

New Delhi, . (Agency
Former India cricketer Manoj Tiwary has said
that he won’t be watching the upcoming
India vs Pakistan match in the Asia Cup
2025. India are set to clash with Pakistan on
September 14 in Dubai in the
continental tournament, which will
mark the first cricket match between
the two teams after the Pahalgam
terrorist attack.Ahead of the fixture,
there has been widespread backlash
amongst fans, who're against any
sporting ties with Pakistan. Recently,
Manoj Tiwary also expressed
disappointment over organising the
upcoming fixture, saying that
everyone has forgotten about innocent
civilians killed in Pahalgam."l am a
little surprised that this match is going
to happen. After the Pahalgam attack, in
which so many innocent civilians were

of talk was going on that this time we will

give a befitting reply. Despite this, afier a
few months, everything has been forgotten.
I find it hard to believe that this match is
happening, that the value of a human life
can be zero," Tiwary told ANIL.Furthermore,

Tiwary reiterated that human life should be
more valuable than sports and stated that he
won’t be watching the match atall.

killed, and then the war that followed, a lot "What do 1|1ey want to achieve by playing

with Pakistan? The value of a human life

should be more than sports. There is no
question of me watching the match at all,"
he added.The Indian government continues
to remain firm on its stance of not having
any bilateral sporting relations with
Pakistan. However, this restriction
does not extend to multilateral
tournaments, such as the World Cups
and the Olympics, where both
countries participate under the
jurisdiction of international governing
bodies. These tournaments are held in
neutral or third-party venues, ensuring
no direct bilateral arrangements and
maintaining a politically neutral
environment for competition.Recently,
Pakistan’s hockey team declined to
travel to India for the Asia Cup Hockey,
scheduled to begin on 28 September in
Rajgir. Meanwhile, India and Pakistan
could clash thrice in the Asia Cup, firstin the
group stages, second in the Super 4 and the
possibility of a final as well.

WWE: Piper Niven stuns Charlotte Flair
in shocking SmackDown upset of 2025

SmackDown delivered a major shock as
Piper Niven pinned 18-time champion
Charlotte Flair in one of WWE's biggest
upsets of 2025 to secure her career-
defining singles win.

New Delhi. (Agency)
SmackDown this week had one of those “did
that really just happen?” moments when
Piper Niven pinned Charlotte Flair in the
middle of the ring, pulling off what might
just be the biggest upset of 2025 so far. For
anyone who follows WWE closely, this
was a shocker because on paper and
throughout historical records, Flair’s
numbers were seen to absolutely dwarf
Niven's, but when Charlotte Flair has one of
the wildest resumes in wrestling history.
She’s a record 18-time champion, with
reigns across Raw, SmackDown, NXT, and
even a Women's Tag Team Title run. Not to

mention that she’s also a two-time Royal
Rumble winner (2020 and 2024), a
multiple-time WrestleMania headliner, and
has main-evented more pay-per-views than
any other woman in WWE history. Heading
into 2025, Flair’s win record sits at 18 wins

with 16 singles wins, and the losses incurred
were in tag team matches only, making her
one of the most dominant competitors
ever.the final bell rang, the underdog’s hand
was raised.Piper Niven, on the other hand,
came into this match with a very different

story. She’s known more for her power

moves and teamwork compared to singles.

Her biggest success so far was winning the

Women’s Tag Team Titles with Chelsea

Green in 2023, and before this win, she

hadn’t picked up a major singles victory on
SmackDown in over a year. Her
singles win percentage across
televised matches has hovered
around 46.1%, making this victory
against Flair a massive leap
forward.

The match itself was all about timing.
With Alexa Bliss absent from
ringside, Charlotte didn’t have her
usual tag partner watching her
back. This easily opened the door
for Alba Fyre and Chelsea Green to

interfere, and a crucial eye rake from Green
left Flair wide open. Niven wasted no time,
hit her with a devastating slam, and finally
secured the three count, ultimately pinning
an 18-time champion clean in the middle of
thering.

demands extensive travel and coaching

expenses. Despite these hurdles, they

committed to nurturing his talent, providing

both emotional and practical support.
Jannik’s disciplined upbringing and close-knit

family environment played a crucial role in

shaping his work ethic and determination.
His parents' encouragement and belief
in his abilities gave him the confidence
to pursue a professional tennis career,
laying the foundation for his rise in the
international tennis world.Sinner is
not the first person to talk about the
unsustainability of tennis for lower-
ranked players. India's top-ranked
men's singles player Sumit Nagal had
made a shocking revelation in
September 2023 that he was left with
only Rs 80,000 in his bank account.”If
I look at my bank balance, I have what
[ had at the beginning of the year. It is
900 euros (approx Rs 80,000). I did get
a bit of help. Mr. Prashant Sutar is
helping me with MAHA Tennis
Foundation and I also get monthly (salary)
from IOCL but I don't have any big sponsor."
Nagal had told PTI in an interview.

Rinku Singh opens up on
Asia Cup selection: Did
not think | would make it

New Delhi. (Agency)

lIndia batter Rinku Singh did not expect to get

selected in the Asia Cup 2025 squad. Speaking
to RevSportz on the sidelines of the UP T20
League, Rinku said that he was not sure of his
selection due to his recent form slump in
international and domestic cricket.

After being named in the Indian squad, Rinku

scored his maiden T20 hundred. The batter
found his form at the crucial time, helping his
team — Meerut Mavericks — chase down a
target of 168 runs. Rinku's knock came at a
time when Meerut were reeling under
pressure, having lost four back-to-back
wickets inside the first 8 overs of the game."]
got motivated afler I saw my name on the Asia
Cup list. I did not do well last year, and I felt
that it was possible that I would get left out.
But the selectors showed trust in me and
selected me and that gave me a confidence
boost. The innings that I played in the UP T20
League has boosted my confidence and I
would take it there," Rinku Singh said.The

specialist finisher stated that the fact that he
could bowl 1 or 2 overs in a match might have
helped in his selection. Rinku revealed that the
selection committee is currently showing
preference to players who are multi-skilled in
nature."Bowling is very important today. The
selectors want you to have multiple roles in
the team. If you cannot affect the game by bat,
do it with the ball," Rinku said.Rinku also
spoke about his role in the Indian team and the
Kolkata Knight Riders. He hinted that being
well regarded for his abilities in the final four
overs of the match has perhaps typecast him.
Rinku stated that he had the ability to bat much
higher up the order but was willing to execute
any role that was given to him.

I batted at No, 51n 2023, [ do not feel good when

[ bat at No. 7 and No. 8. But it is the team's
need, so you have to perform in that role. |
have played 33 T20I matches for the Indian
team and [ have scored 3 fifties.

US women keep reaching Slam finals and claiming fitles.
Can an American man win the 2025 US Open

NEW YORK . (Agency)

If there's such a thing as momentum from
tournament to tournament in tennis, the
American men have some right now.Taylor
Fritz, Ben Shelton, Frances Tiafoe and
Tommy Paul certainly are getting within
reach of ending the country's unprecedented
Grand Slam men's title drought, so maybe
they're finally ready to win one of those
trophies — if anyone other than Jannik
Sinner or Carlos Alcaraz is ever going to
again, that is— at the U.S. Open, which gets
going Sunday."We have a really strong
group. We're closer; the closest we've been in
a long time," said Fritz, a 27-year-old from
California who is seeded No. 4 in New York
and was the the runner-up to Sinner there a
year ago. "We have several players who are
at the caliber it takes to win a Grand Slam
title. We're very close. But that last little bitis
obviously the hardest part ofit."

Fritz's appearance in the 2024 U.S. Open final
was the first time in 15 years that a man from

the United States even earned the right to
play for a major singles championship. Fritz,
No. 6 Shelton, who is 22, and No. 17 Tiafoe,
27, each has participated in Slam semifinals
twice; No. 14 Paul, 28, has been that far
once.”Taylor getting to the final of the U.S.
Open is going to fuel Tommy, Ben and
Frances. ... That's always the way it's been
with this generation: They spark each
other," said U.S. Davis Cup captain Bob
Bryan, a I6-time Grand Slam doubles
champion who is being inducted into the
International Tennis Hall of Fame on
Saturday. "They see themselves making the
final of a Grand Slam now. It is not
unattainable. It's not impossible."All four
have spent time in the top 10. Indeed, when
Shelton cracked that milestone in June, he
joined Fritz and Paul to give their nation
three representatives in that elite group for
the first time since 2006.

Now what's missing is that elusive trophy.

"l can't wait for it to happen," Shelton said

Friday, "and we kind of move on to a
different question."U.S. women keep
winning Slam trophies and appeared in the
last four finalsAmerican women,

meanwhile, occupy four of the top nine
places in the WTA rankings and five of the
top 11. They keep earning spots in title

matches — at least one has participated in
each of the past four Slam finals, winning

two."The women have been carrying for a

very, very long time." Fritz acknowledged

with a smile.It helped. of course, to have

Serena Williams — 23 major singles
championships — and Venus
Williams — seven — but there also
were titles collected by Coco Gauff,
Madison Keys, Sofia Kenin and
Sloane Stephens since 2017.

Now, perhaps, it's the men's turn?

"For sure, there's going to be a lot of
hype around them going into the U.S.
Open," said Jessica Pegula, the
American who was the runner-up to
No. | Aryna Sabalenka at Flushing
Meadows last year. "l know they
love playing there and want to do
well there, too."Been quite a while,

as everyone knows: Andy Roddick's U.S.

Open triumph in 2003 was the most recent

Slam title anywhere for a man from the

country — a fact the current crop has heard

more often than they'd care to remember.
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Fatima Sana Shaikh Declares Jaipur
Her Happy Place And We Agree

w Sreelee

atima Sana Shaikh, who was last seen in Aap
Jaisa Koi opposite R Madhavan, is currently in
Jaipur. Although it is unclear whether she is in
the Pink City for a film promotion or not, one thing
is certain: the actress is having a gala time at the
destination. On Friday, August 22, Fatima shared a
set of pictures on Instagram, exploring Jaipur,
which grabbed the attention of fans and travel
enthusiasts alike.The opening frame captured
Fatima Sana Shaikh posing for a candid picture
against a scenic background. She looked pretty,
dressed in a yellow strapless midi dress featuring
floral prints in multi-hued shades. A sleck belt was
wrapped around her waist, adding an extra dose of
functionality to her OOTD. Fatima paired her
avatar with golden accessories, minimal makeup
and open, wavy hair.
Fatima Sana Shaikh’s Jaipur Adventures
In the following slide, Fatima Sana Shaikh was seen
enjoying a rickshaw ride in the city. She smiled ear-
to-ear in the snap. The last photo showed the actress
taking a selfie against the backdrop of what
appeared to be a fort. Her side note read, “Jaipur is
one of my favourite cities! I have only scratched
the surface, and there is still so much left to explore
(red heart emoji).”
Fatima Sana Shaikh’s Himachal Pradesh
Vacation
Fatima Sana Shaikh is a true-blue traveller. Nearly a
week ago, the actress uploaded a carousel of
pictures on Instagram, offering fans a peek into her
Himachal Pradesh getaway. The post was a photo
dump from her vacation back in April. From
wandering through the tree-clustered forests and
indulging in a myriad of delicacies to simply
soaking in the beauty of the destination, Fatima'’s
sojourn was picture-perfect.She captioned the post,
*“A massive photo dump from the mountains. I feel
happier in the mountains." Fatima Sana Shaikh
hashtagged the post with the words “pahadi
ladki".Workwise, Fatima Sana Shaikh was seen in
two movies this year. The first one was Anurag
Basu’s Metro In Dino, which was the sequel to the
2007 hit Life In A Metro. Apart from that, Fatima
appeared in the Netflix romantic drama Aap Jaisa
Koi, which received critical acclaim.

Jacqueline Fernandez Adopts
Stray Cat Amid Supreme Court’s
Order: ‘Wish This For All...

Surapanen

Has Signed Off For The Day
Amid Her Busy Schedule

S N
ROMAL)

not working, the actress frequently shares details about her personal life
with her admirers. In the latest, the actress uploaded a mirror image of

herself hinting that she has wrapped up after a long and tiresome day. In the
caption, she wrote “DND signing off." Not much about the location was
revealed in the picture. Sreeleela’s face was hidden by the phone and only her
eyes could be seen.Sreeleela is gearing up for Anurag Basu’s next alongside
Kartik Aaryan. According to Mid-Day, the film’s last shooting schedule would
begin in Mumbai following the Ganesh Chaturthi celebrations. “The bulk of
the film is already shot. Post Ganpati celebrations this month, the team will
dive into a 45-day marathon schedule that should take the movie to the finish
line," the source revealed. The film’s release date was originally set for Diwali
2025, but that has since changed. Anurag Basu revealed earlier in July that the
release date will be pushed back, and it is now expected to open in April 2026.

Sreeleela’s Big Bollywood Break

Earlier in February, the makers unveiled the first peek at the untitled film, which
comprised bits of Sreeleela and Kartik’s romance sequences, giving fans a
glimpse of their on-screen chemistry.

Sreeleela’s Upcoming Projects

According to recent reports, Sreeleela may join Ranveer Singh and Bobby Deol
in an untitled mega-project. However, there is presently no official
confirmation. Moving on, Sreeleela is preparing for her forthcoming film,
Junior, in which she will appear alongside Kireeti Reddy. Sreeleela began
acting as a young artist in 2017. Later, she played the lead in the Kannada film
Kissin 2019, setting the stage for her Telugu debut, Pelli SandaD, in 2021.

She starred in Dhamaka, which earned her the SIIMA Award for Best Actress —
Telugu. She has appeared in the movie Skanda, Aadikeshava, Extra Ordinary

Nikki Tamboli

Strongly Reacts To Usha Nadkarni’s
. Remarks: *Just Because You Are Senior...

S reeleela is preparing to make her Bollywood debut shortly. When she is

her kind gesture. The actress recently adopted a
stray cat from Delhi, and the act has been widely
appreciated on social media.Her action coincides
with a recent Supreme Court judgment on how stray
dogs must be dealt with. In this context, her gesture
of offering shelter to a stray animal is being
interpreted as a powerful message of kindness and
responsibility.
Jacqueline’s Message to Fans
Fernandez went to Instagram to share an emotional
encounter with her new furry friend. She posted a
photo of herself on Story cuddling the cat. “From the
streets to a home. Wish this for all strays".
The post was soon trending as fans loved her
compassion for voiceless creatures. The emotional
message spread love and kindness among animal

l acqueline Fernandez has again won hearts with

ikki Tamboli and Usha Nadkarni did a show
together, Celebrity MasterChefs, but they

didn’t gel well on the show. In a recent
podcast, the veteran actress, who is known for her
show Pavitra Rishta, talked about Nikki Tamboli’s

Nikki Tamboli, Usha Nadkarni made a face showing
her dislike and said, “*She is a huge star, according to
her; in her eyes, we are nobody, so let’s not talk about
her. I don’t talk too much to big people, because they
don’ttalk, and she never mixed around."”

lovers throughout the nation.Jacqueline has been a
long-time vocal supporter of animal rights. Adopting
the cat is not merely a personal gesture of goodwill
butalso a public declaration that puts the spotlight on
the importance of empathy:.

Fans Shower Love Online
The actress’ performance elicited an eruption of praise
across social media. Social media sites were

behaviour and said that she thinks she is abig starand  About Usha Nadkarni
doesn’t talk to anyone. While her sharp criticism left Usha Nadkarni rose to fame with Pavitra Rishta,

Nikki’s fans upset, the actress herself has now
condemned Usha Nadkarni’s words in a strong yet
respectful way.Nikki Tamboli has responded
with dignity and poise to senior actress Usha
Nadkarni’s recent remarks. While making it
clear that she holds immense respect for the
veteran star, Nikki also set the record straight
about her own personality and the love she
shares with her fans.

Speaking with heartfelt clarity, Nikki said, “I
have huge respect for Usha ji. Just because you
are senior and [ am junior, and I don’t flatter you
or say yes to everything, doesn’t mean you can
say anything about me. Please don’t judge me
as egoistic—I know my personality and so do
my fans. Apart from the respect I have for you,
no one else has the right to judge me."

The actress, who first shot to fame for her spirited
personality on Bigg Boss, reminded everyone
that her journey hasn’t been an easy one.“It’s not
casy to come out as the first runner-up in such a tough
show. But I did it by being myself. It’s not in my
nature to flatter people for acceptance. My fans love

~me for the person I truly am, and that emotional bond
with them is my real strength," Nikki added.

What Usha Nadkarni Said?

In a recent podcast with Pinkvilla, when asked about

produced by Ektaa Kapoor, wherein she essayed
Sushant Singh Rajput’s mother. She played a

negative character, yet won universal appreciation
from fans and was very close to Sushant in real life.

She appeared on reality shows too, such as Bigg Boss

Marathi 1, and also on Celebrity MasterChef,
wherein she got eliminated prior to the semi-finals.
Besides Pavitra Rishta and Thodi Si Zameen Thoda
Sa Aasmaan, Nadkarni has featured in hit TV serials
such as Kaise Mujhe Tum Mil Gaye, Kuch Is Tara,
and many more.

swamped with comments applauding her humanity.
A commenter wrote, “She’s so sweet!! Such a nice
celebrity *, with others overrunning timelines with
clapping emojis and compliments.

To many of her fans, taking in a stray was not only

about providing shelter but also about inspiring
millions to treat animals with compassion. Fans
labeled her as “inspiring" and “caring," providing a
model for how celebrities can help society in a
positive way.

Commitment to Animal Welfare
The adoption tale of Jacqueline is not a singular act.

The years have seen her standing up for animal rights
causes and espousing humane treatment of animals.
This latest action only adds to her reputation as a star
espousing causes that are not necessarily glamorous.

Her remark — *“wish this for all strays" — is a soft
reminder that all stray animals are worthy of a loving
home and safety.

In adopting a stray cat, she has reaffirmed the notion
that compassion can be an effective force for
change.In a nation where the welfare of stray animals
remains a perennial issue, Jacqueline’s act is more
than a celebrity newsflash. It is a heartwarming
appeal,
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