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Uncorking angst:
From hashtags to
revolution

South Asia stands on the edge of a precipice powered
by the ambition and angst of its young people.
With half of the region’s two billion people under
24 years of age, it is really moot whether the
demographic dividend subsists or has morphed
into a nightmare.For millions in the younger
generations, it is almost impossible to find quality
work or articulate their yearnings in an evocative
manner on the public affairs of their Westphalian
entities. Rather than becoming catalysts of
transformative change, these young people have
become unwitting instruments of instability and
undemocratic regime change.Every day, a new
cohort of about 100,000 young South Asians look
for work, but the economies do not offer enough
opportunity. The skill gap is devastating: 93
million children remain out of school, nearly
three-fifths cannot read till age 10, and almost a
third are neither in education, employment, nor
training. This explosive combination of high
aspirations created by dazzling media feeds and
limited state capacity creates a lethal Molotov
cocktail that propels spontaneous mobilisations at
amega scale.Unlike regions that trade and connect
freely, South Asia remains one of the least linked
in the world. Intra-ASEAN trade in 2024 was
$752.5 billion while intra-South-Asian trade
stands at a meagre $23 billion. This keeps
economies stagnant and lets discords fester,
thereby ensuring that the creative energy and
potential of the region remain stifled and
susceptible to the machinations of malefic
external interests.Hillary Clinton’s book Hard
Choices has a whole chapter revealing that the
Arab Spring of 2010-11 was not as organic as it
seemed at first, but had activists schooled in
technology camps run by Western powers. As
Clinton’s senior adviser Alec Ross admitted, the
US state department collaborated with tech firms
to shield protesters while instructing activists in
online subversion methods. The apprehension that
authoritarian states had that the Internet would be
weaponised to “foster regime change” was indeed
prophetic.South Asia is now the new battleground.
In 2024, Bangladesh’s Sheikh Hasina alleged ‘the
hyper power’ had indulged in subversion after she
refused to hand over St Martin’s Island, a skerry
with gargantuan strategic significance. In the blink
ofan eyelid, she had to flee.China has been quietly
neo-colonising South Asia with its Belt and Road
Initiative. Ports in Sri Lanka (Hambantota) and
Pakistan (Gwadar), the Coco Islands off Myanmar
and the Kyaukphyu port are its crown jewels.
Major chunks of infrastructure in Bangladesh,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Maldives are now resourced
by the Chinese who are also courting Bhutan
aggressively.In this larger geopolitical context, the
glaring inequality in South Asia is portentous. The
entitled progeny of the political elite and corporate
oligarchs’ flashy lifestyles on social media
contrast sharply with the subsistence employment
that most young South Asians have to chase.

The contrast manifests online. Viral posts of
debauchery and ‘excess of the entitled’ explode
across social media platforms every day, inviting
scrutiny and stoking anger. Resentment coalesces
into protests that can be amplified by foreign tools.
Social media platforms controlled by foreign
companies amplify such demonstrations, blurring
the lines between genuine protest and engineered
unrest.The recent mega protests in Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Nepal, and now in the Philippines
illustrate how social media weaponises organic
gripes into revolutionary movements. Sri Lanka’s
Aragalaya (The struggle) movement organised

Steady hand in choppy trade waters

In an era of tariff trauma, India has reinstated and expanded a flagship export incentive after making it WT0-compliant. But changing the rules
constantly makes it very difficult to claim benefits. Exporters—especially smaller enterprises—would appreciate policy predictability

The Trump administration’s tariff turmoils have forced the

world to find new markets and make exports
easier—India is no exception. In June, the government
provided relief to exporters by reinstating a
scheme—remission of duties and taxes on exported
products or RODTEP—to reimburse exporters for taxes,
duties, and levies at the central, state, and local levels that
are not refunded under other programmes but are incurred
during manufacturing and distributing export
products.The commerce ministry said on Tuesday it
would extend the scheme until March 2026. It’s time to
note what has been holding back the full effect of the
incentive—the impact of frequent and often abrupt
amendments done to keep up with the global trade
rearrangement.Implemented in 2021, RoDTEP is a key
tax-based incentive extended to exporters operating with
advanced authorisation and from export-oriented units
and special economic zones. It aims to improve
competitiveness by preventing double taxation. The
current remission rates in India range from 0.3 to 4.3
percent of the free-onboard value of exports.Such tax
refunds on exports are allowed under World Trade
Organization (WTO) rules and are standard practice in
many countries, such as the Reintegra rebate programme
in Brazil and China’s rebate on value-added tax on
exports.RoDTEP replaced the earlier merchandise export
incentive scheme or MEIS after the US challenged
India’s subsidies at the WTO. Under MEIS, exporters
were reimbursed 2, 3, or 5 percent of the FOB value in the
form of credit scrips. Rather than providing upfront
incentives that offset costs, RoODTEP was explicitly
designed to comply with WTO rules, refunding the
embedded taxes and duties. The new scheme also
expanded product coverage and brought in digitalisation,
with electronic scrip replacing physical credit
scrips.Since 2021, there have been more than 12
amendments to RoODTEP—changes in rates, inclusion of
additional products, and, in some instances, removal of
products from coverage. For example, the initial schedule
of 2021 covered around 8,500 products. This list was
amended three times in 2022. With an allocation of
718,233 crore for 2025-26, the scheme covers over
10,795 product categories.Some amendments also
correspond to exporter eligibility. In September 2024,
exports by AA, EOU and SEZ units qualified for the
benefits for the first time, but only until December 2024.
Their benefits were then paused for several months
before being reinstated in June 2025.The frequent
amendments present a dilemma for firms. Some may
boost export intensity to seize the expanded benefits,
while others may face substantial transition costs,
prompting them to hold back or maintain the status quo

regarding exporting.The transition costs are likely to be
larger for smaller enterprises. The January 2025
Economic Survey 2024 highlighted regulatory
compliance as a major barrier to MSME growth, noting
that many firms remain small to avoid onerous rules.
Frequent convolutions in RoDTEP may further
discourage MSMEs from pursuing international markets.

Challenges also arise with the new mandatory annual filing

of detailed annual returns for exporters with claims of
over ?1 crore in a financial year. This return filing requires
exporters to provide highly granular data on the taxes,
levies and duties incurred, including those embedded in
transport and electricity.The requirement was likely
introduced to aid India’s efforts to show the US and EU
that RoDTEP is arefund of embedded taxes. In 2023, both
the US and EU imposed anti-subsidy duties on Indian
goods, claiming RoDTEP to be an export subsidy. With
annual recurring revenue, the granular data could be used
to demonstrate that the scheme reimburses only taxes
already paid.Nonetheless, many exporters find the return
filing complex and burdensome due to the challenge of
tracking and compiling detailed data they were not
previously required to maintain. The failure to file this

India needs better, not longer work

return by the designated deadline can lead to the denial of
benefits and the freezing of e-scrips, in addition to late
penalties.There is some degree of duality with RoODTEP.
The government has rightly streamlined the scheme with
clear mandates, including expanded coverage,
digitalisation and ARR filing for eligibility, yet the
scheme’s constant revisions risk eroding these
gains.Synergy at the subnational level could help resolve
such duality by building firms’ capacity to adapt to
RoDTEP changes. For instance, state governments could
support educating MSME exporters on proper
documentation of taxes and ensuring accurate tax
breakdowns in invoices.Some industry bodies such as the
Confederation of Indian Textile Industry and Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry are already
stepping up, organising events to raise awareness about
RoDTEP updates. Amid the challenges posed by the recent
US tariffs, further adjustments to the RoODTEP scheme
could be warranted to help exporters stay competitive and
thereby support India’s goal of reaching $1 trillion in
exports by 2025-26. With the global trade order being
recast, Indian firms must recognise that stability now
comes from policy adaptability.

Growth should not come at the cost of drained human lives, especially as automation and Al promise more output with fewer workers

Across several Indian states, the eight-hour workday is
being rewritten. In Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Odisha,
the legal day now stretches from nine to 10, or 12
hours—so long as there is ‘consent’ and ‘overtime’ pay.
The vocabulary of reform is familiar: productivity,
competitiveness, investment. Yet behind it lies an old
logic—the drive to extract ever more labour at minimal
cost. Corporate titans push 70-to 90-hour weeks; states
amend laws in the name of efficiency. But efficiency for
whom? When a worker spends 10 hours on the shop
floor and two more commuting, what remains of life?
Can overtime compensate for missed childhoods,
chronic fatigue, or eroded family ties?Advocates of
extended hours argue that longer shifts create
opportunity. History—and current practice—suggest
otherwise. Lengthening the workday often reduces
employment: one worker is stretched rather than two

.

productivity is measured in output per hour. For workers,

India can work longer, but whether it can work better.
Better means wages reflecting skill, productivity driven
by training and technology, performance judged by
innovation and quality—not endurance. A humane
economy does not need to stretch the workday; it must
make every hour meaningful, fairly rewarded, and leave
time for life outside. Growth should not come at the cost
of drained human lives, especially as automation and Al
promise more output with fewer workers.

Extending work hours is one thing; shrinking
employment is another. Odisha has a 3.1 percent
unemployment rate, with 1.5 lakh government
vacancies, only 29,000 of which were filled last year.
Mabharashtra has 71.7 lakh unemployed, but just 1.53
lakh government posts. Even in Gujarat, where
unemployment is lower at 1.7 percent, the question
remains: beyond stretching work hours, what concrete

it is measured in how much life remains after work. One
side seeks maximum profit, the other preservation of self.
heart, this is not a debate about hours but about A country that safeguards dignity within the workday can

hired. Consent is tenuous in a labour market where refusal
risks dismissal, and overtime pay is frequently evaded. At

steps are being taken to create meaningful employment?
Without addressing this, longer workdays risk exhausting
workers and do not solve the deeper malaise of
joblessness.

using hashtags such as #GoHomeGota targeting
Mahinda Rajapaksa and his coterie for gross
economic mismanagement and personal
profligacy.

power—about who controls time. For employers, claim progress beyond it. The real question is not whether

Trump’s Gaza peace plan: How Netanyahu banks on winning
back estranged allies, repair political base at home

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Muslim nations, a process derailed by the war in  Israelis believe that it is time to end the war, often critical of Smotrich and Ben-Gvir, another

support for Donald Trump’s Gaza plan is a gamble
that may win back estranged allies abroad and
repair his political base at home but risks a battle
with coalition partners opposed to any hint of a
Palestinian state.Netanyahu, aligning himself with
Trump, framed the plan as a joint effort that
advances his government’s goals while shifting
international criticism about the war onto Hamas,
which must now choose between accepting it or
facing continued siege.The move could shore up
Netanyahu’s support at home by ending an
increasingly unpopular war and winning the
release of hostages still held by the Palestinian
militant group, bolstering his chances at elections
due in a year’s time.But the plan’s reference to a
Palestinian state is likely to antagonise members of
Netanyahu’s governing coalition, the most right-
wing in Israel’s history, where ultra-nationalist
allies Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich hold
outsized influence.Plan puts all pressure on Hamas,
asks little of IsraclNadav Shtrauchler, a former
adviser to Netanyahu, called the deal a “win-win”
for the prime minister, saying that it shifts all the
pressure onto Hamas while easing international
scrutiny of Israel, and leaves coalition critics with
no alternative.“For him, it’s checkmate. It’s a very
strong move,” he said, that could see Netanyahu
enter the next election with the hostages released
and Israel’s push to expand ties with Arab and

Gaza, revived.rump’s proposal, quickly endorsed
by leaders across the Arab and Muslim world, asks
little of Israel in the short term.Instead, it puts all
the pressure on Hamas, demanding the freedom for

all of the remaining hostages and the surrender of

its weapons as a precondition for ending
Israel’s siege of Gaza.lsrael’s military
would remain in Gaza for now, pulling back
to positions along the border only once an
international force assumes control.
Netanyahu, who has insisted that Israel
must retain overall security control after the
war, said on Tuesday the military would
stay in most of Gaza but offered no
timeline.Coalition partner slams plan as
‘Political Illusions’

In a lengthy post on X on Tuesday, Smotrich,
who has openly called for Israel’s Gaza
campaign to continue, denounced Trump’s
plan, arguing it would trade “real
achievements on the ground for political illusions”.
His Religious Zionism party holds seven of the
Knesset’s 120 seats, though recent polls indicate
that he would struggle to win any if elections were
held today.Israel’s war in Gaza, launched in
response to Hamas’ October 2023 surprise attack,
has lost support among much of the public. A
survey published on Tuesday by the Jerusalem-

based Israel Democracy Institute found that 66% of

including 48.5% on the political right.Eran
Lerman, a former deputy national security adviser,
said that Netanyahu knows Hamas’ acceptance of
Trump’s plan could shatter his ruling coalition, but
may still hope to be able to face voters with “a very

different perspective on what happened over the
last two years” than he would able to present today.

“I’'m not sure that this is true, but you know,
politicians are easily tempted to believe in things
that cohere with their ambitions,” said Lerman,
who is also vice president of the Jerusalem Institute
for Strategy and Security think tank.

Israel’s opposition, made up of right, center and left
parties, has also called for an end to the war and is

far-right minister with outsized coalition influence.
Many have also ruled out joining a future coalition
with Netanyahu’s ultra-Orthodox allies over their
communities’ refusal to serve in the military.A
source briefed on the matter said that Netanyahu
would not bring Trump’s 20-point plan to
government for approval and would instead
ask ministers only to vote on the terms to free
the hostages. Israel is to free hundreds of
Palestinian detainees in exchange.Former
Israeli diplomat Alon Pinkas cautioned that
Netanyahu would likely draw out negotiations
on issues that remain ambiguous, such as the
withdrawal of Israel’s military, with the aim of
both surviving politically and undermining
Trump’s plan.For Netanyahu, Arab alliances
may outflank right-wing furylsrael has faced
mounting international isolation over the
nearly two-year-old war in Gaza. This month,
some of its closest allies have formally
recognized a Palestinian state despite Israeli
objections, while others have sanctioned senior
government ministers and imposed bans on
weapons transfers to Israel. Hamas, for its part, has
little diplomatic leverage. It can accept the terms or
try to negotiate, but that would risk the plan being
enforced in areas it no longer controls while Trump
gives Israel a green light to continue attacking the

group.
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Sensex opens 205 points

lower, Nifty below 24,800;
Tata Steel up 3%

New Delhi. (Agency)

Benchmark stock market indices opened lower on
Friday, resuming trending after a holiday, dragged by
adecline in FMCG and auto stocks.

The S&P BSE Sensex was down by 208.31 points to
80,775.00, while the NSE Nifty50 lost 75 points to
24,760.80 as of 9:30 am.Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit Investments Limited,
said that the positive impact of the central bank's bold
initiatives to boost credit growth in the economy has
the potential to sustain the momentum in the market,
particularly in Bank Nifty.But this momentum is
unlikely to sustain in the context of the sustained FII
selling in the market. FIIs are likely to further
accelerate selling since the market construct provides
them the opportunity to sell aggressively. The huge
short position in the market indicates that the bulls
will be on the defensive," he added.

The top five gainers in early trade on the Sensex were
Tata Motors, which jumped 5.54%, Kotak Mahindra
Bank up 3.45%, Trent gaining 3.31%, Sun Pharma
higher by 2.58%, and Axis Bank advancing 2.43%.

The top 5 losers were Bajaj Finance falling 1.10%, State
Bank of India slipping 0.97%, UltraTech Cement
down 0.86%, Tata Steel losing 0.71%, and Asian
Paints dropping 0.62%.Among the sectoral indices,
several showed positive momentum with Nifty Metal
leading at 0.76%, followed by Nifty Pharma at
0.28%, Nifty PSU Bank at 0.28%, Nifty Private Bank
at 0.25%, Nifty Consumer Durables at 0.22%, Nifty
Realty at 0.06%, and Nifty Healthcare at 0.03%.

Nifty Media faced the biggest decline at 0.71%,
followed by Nifty Financial Services which dropped
0.40%, Nifty Auto at 0.38%, Nifty FMCG at 0.22%,
Nifty Oil & Gas at 0.13%, and Nifty IT at 0.10%.

WeWork India's Rs 3,000-
crore IPO opens for
subscription; early
subscription subdued

New Delhi.(Agency)
Early subscription numbers on Day 1 of WeWork

India's Rs 3,000-crore initial public offering (IPO)
were subdued, with the issue subscribed only a
fraction of the total. The retail investor portion saw
about 7% subscription by mid-morning.

The co-working space major launched its IPO today
(October 3). The issue, which closes on October 7, is
being offered entirely as an Offer for Sale (OFS),
with no fresh capital being raised. Promoter and
investor holdings are being offloaded in this sale.The
price band has been fixed at Rs 615-Rs 648 per
share, with a total of about 4.63 crore shares on offer.
At the upper end of the band, the issue size is pegged
at Rs 3,000 crore. The allotment of shares is expected
on October 8, with a tentative listing scheduled for
October 10 on both the NSE and BSE.

Ahead of the IPO, the company raised RS 1,348 crore
from 67 anchor investors at the upper band price of
Rs 648.In the grey market, the IPO is quoting at a
modest premium of around ?15 over the issue price,
indicating limited listing enthusiasm. Analysts
suggest the lukewarm grey market premium reflects
cautious investor sentiment rather than strong
demand.WeWork India is among the country’s
leading flexible workspace providers, operating
multiple centres across major cities under long-term
lease arrangements. Its asset-light model involves
leasing premium commercial real estate,
customizing it, and sub-letting on flexible terms. The
company has improved its financial performance in
recent years, moving toward profitability in FY25.
Its revenue-to-rent multiple, reportedly around 2.7
times, is considered a key strength compared to
peers.Analysts caution that since the IPO is entirely
an OFS, WeWork India itself will not receive fresh
capital from the listing. High fixed lease
commitments remain a structural risk—any dip in
occupancy or tenant renegotiation could pressure
margins.

TRAI clears digital radio
plan for 13 cities, auctions
to begin soon

New Delhi.(Agency)

New Delhi: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) has come out with its detailed
recommendations on how private radio
broadcasters in India should move towards digital
radio. The plan sets the stage for starting services
in 13 cities, including the four biggest metros and
nine other large cities. The proposal has been
under discussion since last year when the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting asked
TRAIto frame a policy.

A consultation paper was released in September
2024, followed by months of discussions and an
open house in January 2025. The regulator says it
studied over 40 responses and more than a dozen
counter-comments before finalising the new
framework. The idea is to give private
broadcasters a way to run both analog and digital
channels side by side, while keeping options open
for a complete shift to digital in the future.Digital
radio rollout plan

The core recommendation is to start services in
simulcast mode. That means a broadcaster can use
the same spot frequency to run one analog
channel, three digital channels and even a data
service. TRAI has said only one digital
technology standard should be used in India to
avoid fragmentation.

The first phase will cover Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
and Kolkata under the A+ category, along with
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Pune, Ahmedabad, Surat,
Jaipur, Lucknow, Kanpur and Nagpur from the A
category. The government will run auctions for
new digital frequencies in these cities.

India cannot afford to remain a passive

Will Zerodha end its zero-brokerage
model for equity delivery trades

Zerodha, long known for
offering free equity delivery
trades, could soon charge for
delivery trades for the first
time, signalling a major shift
for investors.

CHENNAL(Agency)

TSince its launch, Zerodha has been a
pioneer in India’s discount broking sector
by not charging any fees for equity
delivery trades. This unique offering set
Zerodha apart, but the company is now
rethinking this model. Founder and CEO,
Nithin Kamath recently shared that the
firm may start charging for delivery trades
for the first time, citing revenue
challenges.In a blog post marking

WHY IS

The decline in earnings comes

Zerodha’s 15th anniversary,
Kamath said a steep drop in
brokerage revenue—down
40% year-on-year for the June
2025 quarter—has forced the
company to rethink its
strategy. “The time has finally
come for business to pivot,” he
wrote, confirming that
charging for delivery trades is
now being considered.

THE REVENUE
FALLING

after several regulatory
changes targeting derivatives
trading, Zerodha’s main
revenue source. These include higher
securities transaction tax (STT) on
options, reduced weekly contract
expiries, the removal of exchange fee
rebates, and general market fatigue.
Kamath said the impact became visible
from October 2024.He also warned that

further regulations, like a possible ban on
weekly options, could hit revenues even
more. Kamath stressed that relying too
heavily on short-term growth can be risky.
“Chasing MoM, QoQ, or YoY metrics can
be misleading. We focus on long-term,
five-year trends,” he added.

i

POSITION

Despite these headwinds, Zerodha’s
financial base is solid. The
company’s net worth stands above
13,000 crore, which is more than
half of all its clients’ funds, and it
operates with zero debt.Zerodha
holds a 10% share of India’s retail
and HNI assets under management
(AUM) and has built a 5,000 crore
margin trading book within nine
months.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR
INVESTORS

If Zerodha starts charging for
delivery trades, it will bring its
model in line with most other

brokers in India. For customers used to

free trades, this could be a significant

change.While no final decision has been

made, Kamath’s blog suggests that

Zerodha is preparing for a new chapter,

balancing the need to stay profitable with

ZERODHA'S STRONG FINANCIAL

India can't be passive spectator: Nirmala
Sitharaman talks tough amid US tariffs

New Delhi.(Agency)

spectator as geopolitical conflicts
and actions such as sanctions and
tariffs reshape global supply chains,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Friday. India’s
capacity to absorb these shocks
remains strong, Sitharaman also said
as she inaugurated the Kautilya
Economic Conclave 2025 in New
Delhi.In her opening remarks,
Sitharaman spoke about the
uncertainty shaping today’s world
and how it affects both global and
Indian interests. She said geopolitical
tensions and economic shifts were
changing how countries work and trade
with each other.She further said that
India has shown strength despite global
disruptions. “For India, these dynamics
highlight both vulnerability and
resilience. Our capacity to absorb
shocks is strong, while our economic
leverage is evolving,” she

said.According to her, what India
chooses to do now will shape its future
position in the world. “Our choices will
determine whether resilience becomes
a foundation for leadership or merely a
buffer against uncertainty,” she
added.Sitharaman also pointed out that
today’s fractured global order may
eventually bring new opportunities for
cooperation if approached with the
right mindset. “History teaches us that

crises often precede
renewal. The
fragmentation we see
today may give rise to
more sustainable and
unforeseen forms of
cooperation,” she said.
However, she stressed that
fairness and inclusion must
guide any new economic
partnerships. “The
challenge is to ensure that
inclusive principles shape
cooperation. For
developing countries, this is a
necessity, not just a romantic
aspiration,” she said.The minister
urged emerging economies to take a
more assertive role in shaping
decisions that affect them. “In a world
where decisions elsewhere determine
our destinies, we must be active
participants, shaping outcomes where
possible and preserving autonomy
where necessary,” she said.

Gold vs Silver—What's the better investment right now

CHENNALI..(Agency)

Gold and silver prices continue to
command investor attention, with both
metals trading at record highs. In the
Indian market, gold futures
recently crossed the Rs 1,17,000
per 10 grams mark, while silver s
touched around Rs 1,44,200 per
kilogram. The rally has been
fueled by global safe-haven
demand, expectations of US
interest rate cuts, and
geopolitical uncertainties.While
gold remains the traditional store
of value, silver has delivered
sharper percentage gains this &
year, supported not only by safe-
haven buying but also by its
strong industrial demand,
particularly in electronics and
renewable energy. However,
analysts caution that both metals
are showing signs of being
overbought, raising the risk of short-
term corrections.

Gold: The Defensive Play

Gold continues to be a preferred hedge
against inflation, currency volatility,

and market instability. Its relatively
lower volatility makes it suitable for
conservative investors. Analysts
believe that as long as global monetary

easing and geopolitical tensions
remain in play, gold could stay well
supported, though immediate upside
may be capped after its steep rally.
Silver: The High-Beta Option
Silver offers a mix of safe-haven appeal
and industrial use, which gives it

stronger upside potential in growth
cycles. However, its higher volatility
means prices could fall sharply if
industrial demand weakens or global
risk appetite fades. For investors
with a higher risk tolerance,
silver remains an attractive
tactical bet, especially if bought
on pullbacks.Market experts
suggest gold should remain the
core holding for most portfolios
due to its stability, while silver
can be considered for
diversification and higher return
potential. A staggered buying
approach is recommended to
reduce the risk of entering at peak
levels.

& \: market analysts say that gold offers

resilience and stability in
uncertain times, while silver
carries greater risk-reward
potential. Therefore, a balanced
allocation—anchoring on gold with
selective exposure to silver—may
offer the best hedge and growth
opportunity in the current market
environment.

its commitment to customers.

Wintrack's explosive
charge opens Customs
1 ’
can of worms

New Delhi.(Agency)

What began as Wintrack Inc’s public fight against
Chennai Customs over alleged bribery has now
sparked a much bigger conversation about
corruption in India’s trade infrastructure.

After the Finance Ministry confirmed an official
probe into Wintrack’s charges, importers,
customs brokers, and business owners across the
country have started sharing their own accounts
of harassment, bribery demands, and delays at
ports.The Ministry of Finance issued a statement
confirming that the issue is being
investigated. The ministry said, “The Government
has taken cognisance of the matter raised by M/s
Wintrack Inc (Chennai). The Department of
Revenue (DoR) has been asked to undertake a
fair, transparent, and fact-based inquiry into the
present issue. A Senior Officer from DoR has been
deputed to conduct a detailed factual enquiry,
hearing the parties concerned, officials and
thoroughly examining all relevant documentary
evidence The matter is being dealt with utmost
seriousness, and the Government is committed to
taking appropriate and expeditious action in
accordance with the law.”

Industry voices called the probe overdue, adding
that corruption complaints have been common for
years.IMPORTERS AND BUSINESSES
SPEAKOUT

The Wintrack case has encouraged others to come
forward.Chennai-based businessman Udhaya
Sambath said a friend “paid Rs 47,000 as bribe to
Chennai customs to release the consignment.
After that he started going to Bangalore and was
not ready to fight against them as it may affect his
business.” Another importer, Yusuf Unjhawala,
wrote, “From my own experience and hearing
from other importers, demands can be 10-50% of
the shipment value. Or they threaten to put
shipments for scrutiny. That is time consuming, it
costs in demurrage and loss of business. So we
have no option but to settle. Anyone who says this
doesn’t happen, is lying! But no one can win
against the State. Definitely not small
businesses.”’In Rajkot, businessman Vinit Vekaria
claimed: “The customs dept in Rajkot demands
between 5—7 lakh for a MOOWR scheme or else
the endless delays. Your entire dept is corrupt to
the core”INDUSTRY INSIDERS CONFIRM
PATTERNSome long-time industry professionals
also backed Wintrack’s claims.A customs
clearance veteran, Salman, said, “I concur with
Wintrack Inc with every word they have said. 1
salute their courage and bravery.

Billion-Dollar IPO Rush: Tata Capital, LG, WeWork
India IPOs To Raise Rs 30,000 Crore Next Week

Tata Capital, LG Electronics
India, and WeWork India launch
IPOs worth Rs 30,000 crore
next week, marking a major
surge in the primary market

after a subdued first half of
2025.

—
New Delhi.(Agency)

The primary market remained subdued in

the first half of 2025, weighed down by an
overvalued secondary market, record-
level FII outflows, and a global shift of
investors towards other asset classes.
However, momentum began to turn from
May—June, with a flood of IPOs hitting
the market as sentiment improved,
investor confidence strengthened, and
listing gains attracted fresh
participation.The market is set to reach a
peak moment next week, with IPOs
collectively worth around Rs 30,000 crore

either opening or remaining available for
subscription. The upcoming bellwether
issues include Tata Capital, LG
Electronics India, and WeWork India.
This surge raises concerns over the
market’s ability to absorb such a large
fund demand, already stretched by a
heavy pipeline of IPOs across both the
mainboard and SME segments in recent
months.Tata Capital To Raise Rs 15,500
Crore

Tata Capital, the non-banking financial arm

of the Tata Group, is set to launch its
initial public offering (IPO) on Monday,
October 06, 2025. The issue size has been
pegged at Rs 15,500 crore. The public
issue will be closed for subscription on
Wednesday, October 8,2025.

Tata Capital has fixed the price band for its

much-awaited Rs 15,512-crore IPO at Rs
310-326 per share, making it the largest
issue of the year. With this, the non-
banking financial company’s valuation
stands at about Rs 1.38 lakh crore at the
top end of the band.Tata Sons, which
currently holds an 88.6% stake in Tata
Capital, will offload about 23 crore
shares.International Finance Corporation
(IFC), which owns 1.8%, will sell 3.58
crore shares.Proceeds from the fresh issue

will be used to bolster Tata Capital’s Tier-
1 capital base, helping the NBFC meet
future capital requirements, including
lending operations.

This IPO comes as part of the Reserve Bank
of India’s mandate, which requires all

upper-layer NBFCs to be listed within
three years of classification. Tata Capital
was identified as an upper-layer NBFC in
September 2022.

Founded in 2007, Tata Capital today serves

over 70 lakh customers with a wide
portfolio of more than 25 lending
products, catering to individuals, SMEs,
entrepreneurs and corporates. Apart from
lending, it also distributes third-party
products like insurance and credit cards,
provides wealth management services,
and acts as a sponsor and investment

manager for private equity funds.

For FY25, Tata Capital reported a profit

after tax (PAT) of Rs 3,655 crore,
compared to Rs 3,327 crore in the
previous year. Its revenue jumped to Rs
28,313 crore in FY25, up from Rs 18,175
crore in FY24.LG Electronics’ Rs 11,607
Crore BetLG Electronics India Ltd, the
local arm of South Korea’s LG
conglomerate, has fixed the price band for
its much-awaited Rs 11,607-crore initial
public offering (IPO) in the range of Rs
1,080-1,140 per share. At the upper end of
the price range, the company is valued at
about Rs 77,400 crore.The public issue
will open for subscription on October 7
and close on October 9, while anchor
investors can bid on October 6. The IPO,
which is entirely an offer for sale of 10.18
crore shares — representing nearly 15 per
cent stake — will see all proceeds go to the
South Korean parent, as LG Electronics
India itself will not receive any funds from
the issue.

WeWork India IPO
WeWork India Management Limited, one of

India’s leading premium flexible
workspace operators, has launched its Rs
3,000 crore initial public offering (IPO) on
Friday, October 03,2025.
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Witch hunt, media trial: Zubeen Garg's fest
organiser in plea to Supreme Court

Festival organiser
Shyamkanu Mahanta has
filed a petition in the
Supreme Court
requesting transfer of
the investigation into
Zubeen Garg's death to a
central agency. Mahanta

Garg, one of Assam's most beloved singer,

Agency New Delhi.

Shyamkanu Mahanta, organiser of the North He claims that such public remarks are likely to
influence the ongoing investigation by a
Special Investigation Team (SIT) constituted

East India Festival and an accused in the case
linked to the death of legendary Assamese
singer Zubeen Garg, has approached the
Supreme Court seeking transfer of the
ongoing Assam Police probe. In his
petition, Mahanta claimed that he was
being subjected to a “well-calculated
witch-hunt,” alleging false narratives are
being spread against him in the media.

was scheduled to perform at the festival in
Singapore on September 19 following a
scuba diving accident. just hours before he
was to take the stage. The festival was later

investigation process futile."

agencies can ensure impartiality and prevent
further influence from state-level officials or
the media. The plea also urged the top court to
direct authorities to preserve all crucial
evidence, including post-mortem
reports and records from Singapore
authorities. "Singapore authorities said
no one was at fault. These reports
should be preserved. Video recordings
of the accident show Mahanta was not
present at the scene. The videos should
be taken on record by the probe team."
it noted. Mahanta has firmly dismissed
the allegations against him, while
emphasising that they were
"ludicrous". The petition details that

alleges a biased probe,

cancelled.

by the Assam government.
Mahanta further alleged that there have been

the In lis appeal, Mahanta continued to

Fake ghee racket busted in
Delhi: 6 held in festive
season crackdown

Agency New Delhi.
In a major festive season crackdown, the Delhi

Police busted an adulterated desi ghee racket,
arrested six men, and seized 1.625 kg of spurious
stock from three illegal units, officials said on
Thursday. The Central Range of the Crime Branch
arrested the men following coordinated raids in
Shiv Vihar, Karawal Nagar, and Mustafabad, The
police said the units in North-East Delhi were
being operated on a large scale to exploit the surge
indemand during Dusschra and Diwali.

In the first raid at Shiv Vihar, 520 kg of duplicate
ghee was recovered, and one accused, Safig, 30,
was arrested.

A second raid in the same locality led to the arrest of
four men, including 50-year-old Yusuf Malik,
described by police as a habitual offender
previously arrested for similar crimes. His son
Mehboob, 22, and two Ghaziabad residents.
Shakir and Sharukh, were also arrested. The

media trial, and public

In his plea, Mahanta, who was arrested earlier

maintain his friendship with Garg, stating,

threats impacting his
safety and the fairness
of the investigation.

3 women aides of

Chaitanyananda arrested
for abetment, threatening
students; released on bail

Agency New Delhi.
Three women aides of self-styled godman
Chaitanyanand Saraswati, who has been arrested for
the alleged sexual harassment of 17 female students at
an institute in South Delhi, were arrested and later
released on bail on Thursday.

The accused, identified as Associate Dean Shweta
Sharma, Executive Director Bhawna Kapil and Senior
Faculty Kajal, were booked for abetment, threatening,
and destruction of evidence, police said. On Tuesday,
police had questioned them face to face with
Chaitanyanand. Police said that during questioning,

the three admitted that they followed the directions of

62-year-old Chaitanyanand and pressured students on
the pretext of discipline and punctuality. They also
allegedly threatened the victims and made them delete
Chaitanyanand’s lewd messages from their phones.

A police team in Almora had visited the alleged guest
house where Chaitanyanand had reportedly stayed
with girl students, a senior officer said. Digital
evidence recovered from mobile phones reportedly
showed him making inappropriate comments on
photos of students shared in a yoga group on
WhatsApp. Chaitanyananda had served as Chancellor
of Vasant Kunj-based Sri Sharada Institute of Indian
Management-Research run by Sri Sri Jagadguru
Shankaracharya Mahasamsthanam Dakshinamnaya
Sri Sharada Peetham in Karnataka's Sringeri. The
religious organisation had expelled him in August —
before the allegations of women students became
public — for misappropriation of funds. He was
arrested from Agra last Sunday after being on the run.

Bold, experimental to deeply
personal narratives weaved
into art: A contemporary
showcase in Delhi

Agency New Delhi.

The 34th Annual Ravi Jain Memorial Foundation (RIMF)
Exhibition opened recently at Dhoomimal Gallery with
an exclusive preview that brought together leading
figures from the art fraternity, collectors, and cultural
enthusiasts.

This year’s edition highlights the creativity of 60
emerging artists selected from over 500 nationwide
entries, showcasing more than 120 works across
paintings, printmaking. sculptures, video installations,
and digital art. The exhibition will remain on view until
October 15, 2025, culminating in the Annual RIMF
Awards ceremony on October 14, where four winning
artists will be felicitated. Each awardee will receive
¥1,00,000 along with continued mentorship and
opportunities to grow their artistic journey.

Speaking about the opening, Uday Jain, Director of
Dhoomimal Gallery said, “The exhibition and the
awards carry forward my father’s vision of nurturing
talent and building a vibrant ecosystem for art in India,
We remain committed to supporting young artists and
providing them with a platform that recognizes both
their creativity and potential.” He further added, *What
excites me most is the diversity and freshness of voices
represented this year. From bold experimental practices
to deeply personal narratives, the works on display
reflect how contemporary art in India continues to
evolve and inspire. Itis a privilege for us at Dhoomimal
to be part of their journey.”

This year’s winners will be chosen by a distinguished jury
panel comprising Vibha Galhotra, a leading
contemporary artist known for her practice addressing
ecology and urbanism; Rekha Rodwittiya, a celebrated
painter and mentor whose work embodies feminist and
socially engaged narratives; Anish Gawande, writer,
curator, and cultural commentator shaping critical
dialogues on art and politics; Arunkumar H.G, an
acclaimed artist recognized for his experimental forms
and material practices rooted in ecology; and Ina Puri,
an eminent writer, biographer, and curator with decades
of experience chronicling Indian art. Beyond selecting
winners, the jury plays a crucial role in encouraging
innovation, experimentation, and diverse practices,
reflecting the evolving dynamism of India’s art
landscape.

this week along with the late singer's manager
Siddharth Sharma and charged with murder,
said, "Top executives of Assam have gone to
the extent of publicly making derogatory and
damaging remarks against him on their official
social media handles during the pendency of
the investigation, which renders the

"serious threats to his life and personal liberty
due to public and media outrage.”

He has also requested that the investigation be
transferred from the SIT to a central agency
such as the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) or the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI). He asserts that only a probe by these

calling the latter "my very dear, personal
friend.”Before their arrests, Lookout notices
via Interpol were issued against Mahanta and
Siddharth Sharma. Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma had said the two men
must appear in Guwahati on October 6 to
record their statements before the probe team.

Griminal who demanded Rs 100 crore extortion from Gujarat
businessman nabbed after shootout in Delhi, 1 more held

The criminal, Akash Rajput, has joined hands with Rajasthan’s wanted gangsters Jagdish

Jagla and Abhishek Gaur, through whom he became linked with gangsters Rohit Godara,

Goldy Brar, and Virender Charan.

Agency New Delhi.
The Delhi Police on Friday arrested two
alleged criminals, wanted for

extorting businessmen in Haryana, According to the police, Rajput was
involved in a July 2022 incident of

Rajasthan, and Gujarat, after an
encounter in the Kapashera area of
southwest Delhi, an officer said.

The accused have been identified as
Akash Rajput, a resident of Sri
Ganganagar, Rajasthan, and
Mahipal, a resident of Bharatpur,
Rajasthan, said P S Kushwaha,
Additional Commissioner of Police
(Special Cell). One of the accused
was injured during the exchange of
fire and has been admitted to the
hospital, the officer added.

“The police laid a trap based on a tip-off
early in the day in Kapashera. On
seeing the police, the duo opened fire,
and in the retaliatory firing, Rajput
was injured in his leg. He was taken to

‘Space crunch’

demanded a ransom of Rs 100 crore
from the victim. The Rajasthan Police
have declared a reward of Rs 20,000
on him,” Kushwaha said.

Currently, he has joined hands with

Rajasthan’s wanted gangsters
Jagdish Jagla and Abhishek Gaur,
through whom he became linked
with gangsters Rohit Godara, Goldy
Brar, and Virender Charan, and has
nearly completed the process of
obtaining a fake passport to flee
abroad. Akash Rajput’s crime graph
reflects the alliance between
gangsters of Gujarat, Rajasthan, and
Haryana. the police said.

Mabhipal, who had been arrested earlier
in connection with the Assandh,
Karnal firing incident, was out on bail
and had since established links with
foreign-based gangsters along with
Rajput.

the hospital, while his companion,
Mahipal, was nabbed.” an officer
said.

firing outside a hospital in Assandh,
Karnal, carried out for extortion on
the instructions of foreign-based
gangster Daler Kotia, “He was also
wanted in connection with a July
2025 kidnapping case in Gujarat for
extortion, in which foreign-based
gangster Kirit Singh Jhala had

: MA Philosophy students of

DU attend classes in corridor

Agency New Delhi.

On Wednesday evening. students of
Delhi University’s (DU) MA
Philosophy programme sat on plastic
chairs with backpacks and
notebooks spread across their laps
in a corridor, as a faculty member
conducted a class.

This is not new to them. The
timetable for Semester | students
of MA Philosophy ~ issued for the
August-December period —
explicitly states that at least two
classes will be conducted in the
corridor every Wednesday. The
reason: Space constraint, as per
Head of Department Enakshi Ray.

“There is a space constraint with many
optional courses and tutorials being
offered... It is difficult to slot each

class, since many are overlapping,”  opens to the outer area (walkway) on
she told . Asked about the timetable  the campus.”

mentioning “corridor™, Ray said: “We She added this is not the first time that
have mentioned the word corridor for  the space is being used to conduct

‘y ﬂ o) | classes. “Earlier. this space
: B \

even before Covid-19
pandemic, to read. I would
have to check the current
timetable... wouldn’t be
surprised if this space is
being used to conduct
tutorials or hold classes for
optional courses for small
groups of students. as there
is a serious space
constraint.” “Recently, the
number of courses has increased...
we also teach tutorials and optional
subjects separately,” said Ray.

was used by PhD scholars,
ot #

terminological convenience.
Technically it is not a corridor, it is the
empty space behind the professor’s
room (in the Arts department), which

police said that 440 kg of spurious ghee, gas
cylinders. stoves, and chemical substances were
seized.

The third raid in Old Mustafabad led to the arrest of
Zamaluddin, 40, and the recovery of 665 kg of
adulterated stock.

“During interrogation, the accused disclosed that
they purchased Dalda (vanaspati ghee) and cheap
refined oil in bulk, which were heated and mixed
to imitate pure desi ghee. To mimic authentic
flavour, chemical-based flavouring agents,
synthetic colour, and unsafe substances were
added. The product was then packed in tins and
packets resembling genuine brands and supplied
to dairies, shops, and distributors, especially
during the festive season. This crude and
hazardous process not only deceived consumers
but posed a serious health risk,” Vikram Singh,
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Crime Branch,
said.

Three states, 21 days, and a
stroke of luck: Delhi Police
rescue missing brothers at
Golden Temple

Agency New Delhi.

It took three weeks of back-and-forth rides in a car
through UP, Haryana, and Punjab for Sub-
Inspector (SI) Amit Sharma and his team to track
down two brothers, aged 15 and 9, who had gone
missing from their home in Badarpur last month,

On the trail of the children, the police team
followed grainy CCTV footage. chased clues on
Instagram reels that led to nowhere, and
examined and filtered out claims on sightings
that turned out to be fake.

The children were ultimately found at the Golden
Temple in Amritsar on Wednesday evening -
only hours after the team had paid an initial visit
to the shrine, and had come away disappointed.

It might just have been divine intervention, feels
SISharma. “We had checked the Golden Temple
in the morning but we did not find the children.
We went back in the evening — and suddenly,
without warning, the younger child appeared in
front of us,” Sharma said.

The search for the children began in the morning
of September 10, after a case of kidnapping was
registered at Badarpur police station. The father
of the missing children has a business, and their
mother is a dietician, police said.

“The parents of the children quarrelled frequently,
and the children did not like it. Their mother was
also strict with them, so the children decided to
leave home,” Sharma said.

Apart from some CCTV camera footage, the
police had very little to go on. They scanned
pictures from railway stations, but a lot of the
footage was of poor quality or incomplete. They
helped the team make some progress, but steps
had 1o be often retraced to cross-check or verify
information. After scanning footage from
dozens of cameras on September 10, police
reached the Ghaziabad and New Delhi railway
stations. It seemed the boys had entered the New
Delhi station around 5 pm but could not be seen
onthe CCTV footage anymore after 6.30 pm.

We want impartial probe, not politics,
says Rajiv Pratap’s brother

Journalist Rajiv Pratap's body was recovered from Joshiada Barrage in Uttarkashi, with

his family alleging he was threatened to delete videos before his death.

Agency New Delhi.

The family of journalist Rajiv Pratap,
whose body was recovered from the
Joshiada Barrage in Uttarkashi on
Sunday, has alleged that he was
threatened before his death.

Speaking on the matter, Rajiv’s brother

said, “I spoke to my brother a day or two
before his phone was switched off. When
he was at home, we noticed he was
receiving calls. Sometimes, the callers
would tell him things like, ‘Delete the
video you made.” or give similar
instructions. He always responded
directly, without fear: he was not
someone who could be easily
intimidated. Rajiv's brother also
requested everybody not to politicise the
matter. "l request that a thorough and

impartial investigation be carried out in
this matter. | also want to emphasise that
this should not be politicised in any way.
Our only concern is the
investigation—to find out exactly what
happened and reveal the truth,” he said.
Rajiv's body was recovered from the
Joshiada Barrage in Uttarkashi on
Sunday by a joint team of police and
disaster management personnel, and his
family has confirmed the identification,
The post-mortem report indicated

September 28, although the victim's
family has filed a complaint alleging

the investigation is ongoing." She
confirmed that a case has been registered
under number 403 and that further
inquiry continues.

Journalist Chiranjeev Semwal described
the case as a "blind case" and said,
"High-level investigation should be
conducted, although it would be
premature to comment on car accident or
abduction without full facts."

Background details reveal that Rajiv had
left Gyansoo on September 18, driving a

injuries to the chest and abdomen.
Uttarkashi Superintendent of Police Sarita
Dobhal said, "Based on preliminary
information, it appears to be
electrocution." and clarified that CCTV
footage shows Rajiv driving the car
alone. "The incident occurred late on

murder. The investigation will determine
the exact cause of death," she said.
Regarding questions of abduction or foul
play, SP Dobhal added, "No evidence has
been found to suggest such claims, but as
per information provided by the family,

friend's car toward Gangori. The
following moming, his car was found
near the Bhagirathi River at Syuna
village, containing only his slippers.
Concerned for his safety. the family
suspected abduction, prompting police
toinitially register a case.
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Gaza crisis 'eclipses’ march

in Mexico City remembering
1968 Tlatelolco killings

MEXICO CITY . (Agency)

The annual march to commemorate the 1968 massacre
of protesting students in Mexico’s capital was
eclipsed Thursday by demands to end a humanitarian
crisis halfway around the world in Gaza.

The Oct. 2 march that has regularly been used not only
to remember that earlier massacre, but also Mexico’s
tens of thousands of other missing and abuses of
authority, was this year full of Palestinian flags and
signs demanding an end to Israel’s military
operations in Gaza.“We feel empathy not only for
ours, for those our grandparents died for, but for all
men and women around the world who are suffering
what at one time we suffered,” said Edgar Lopez, a
23-year-old economics student, who marched with a
Palestinian flag on his back.Protesters marched from
the Tlatelolco plaza where in 1968 Mexican troops
attacked students demanding an end to Mexico’s
militarization and greater freedoms, leaving a never
established death toll believed to be in the hundreds,
to the capital’s central plaza.

While much of the march was peaceful some groups
vandalized storefronts and threw objects, including
Molotov cocktails, at the hundreds of police guarding
the National Palace.Mexico City officials estimated
the march drew 10,000 people and authorities said
there were about 350 who were masked and acting
aggressively. AP journalists saw at least three other
journalists attacked by police and protesters, and a
police officer cornered and attacked by protesters.

Local press reported at least six injured police, but
authorities did not immediately confirm that number.

A smaller spontaneous protest had broken out in the
capital the previous night after Israel detained
members of a flotilla carrying humanitarian aid.
Among those detained were six Mexicans.

Lelenskyy warns that
Russian drones endanger
Chernobyl, other nuclear
plants in Ukraine

KYIV.(Agency)

Russia’s sustained bombardment of Ukraine’s power

grid is deepening concerns about the safety of the
country’s nuclear facilities after a drone knocked out
power for more than three hours to the site of the
1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster in northern Ukraine,
officials said Thursday.The drone strike adds to
concerns raised more than a week ago when the
Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant
in southeastern Ukraine became disconnected from
the power grid following attacks that each side has
blamed on the other.Both Chernobyl nor
Zaporizhzhia are not currently operational, but they
require a constant power supply to run crucial
cooling systems for spent fuel rods in order to avoid a
potential nuclear incident.A blackout also could
blind radiation monitoring systems installed to boost
security at Chernobyl and operated by the U.N.'s
International Atomic Energy Agency.Russia is
deliberately creating the threat of radiation
incidents,” Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said late Wednesday, criticizing the U.N. nuclear
watchdog and its chief Rafael Mariano Grossi for
what he described as weak responses to the danger.

“Every day of Russia’s war, every strike on our energy
facilities, including those connected to nuclear safety,
is a global threat,” he said. “Weak and half-measures
will not work. Strong action is needed.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin rejected Ukrainian
claims that Russia has been shelling the power lines
around the Zaporizhzhia plant as “nonsense” and
blamed Ukraine for attacking the Moscow-
controlled plant, warning that Russia could respond
inkind.

'India won't allow
humiliation': Putin's big
praise for PM Modi amid US
tariffs

world. (Agency)

.Russian President Vladimir Putin has reiterated his
strong support for Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
stressed the strategic depth of India-Russia relations,
even as the US ramps up pressure on New Delhi over
its energy ties with Moscow.President Donald Trump
recently slapped 50 per cent tariffs on India, half of
them for doing oil trade with Russia.

The move came as a pressure tactic on both India and
Russia in a bid to stop the Kremlin's ongoing military
conflict with Ukraine.Calling Modi a "wise leader
who thinks first about his country," Putin expressed
confidence that India would not yield to Western
pressure. He noted that India stands to lose either way,
by abandoning Russian oil, it risks losing $9-10
billion annually, while defying sanctions could lead
to similar financial setbacks."So why refuse if it also
carries domestic political costs? [Indian people] will
never allow themselves to be humiliated by anyone. I
know Prime Minister [Narendra] Modi, he will also
not make any such decisions," Putin said at the
international Valdai discussion forum in South
Russia. "The losses faced by India due to punitive US
tariffs would be balanced by crude imports from
Russia, plus it will gain prestige as a sovereign
nation," he added.The Russian President also said
measures were being devised to soften the trade
imbalance between the two countries over high
import of crude by New Delhi. “We are looking at
increasing imports of Indian agricultural goods and
pharmaceuticals,” he said.He traced the Indo-
Russian partnership back to the Soviet era, calling ita
“privileged strategic partnership.” Putin stressed that
the mutual respect and historical ties continue to form
the bedrock of bilateral cooperation. “In India, they
remember this, and we value that deeply,” he said.

SIDOARJO. (Agency)
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Japan's governing party to choose its new
leader on September 4 to succeed Ishiba

Whoever becomes the LDP leader
must also gain cooperation from
main opposition parties or risk a
cycle of short-lived leadership.

The new party president is still likely to
become prime minister because the LDP
still has the most seats in the lower house,
which chooses the prime minister, and

opposition groups are splintered.

The winner will immediately face a big test

— hosting a possible summit with U.S.
President Donald Trump. A meeting is

TOKYO. (Agency)

Japan's long-governing Liberal Democratic
Party will choose a new leader Saturday to
replace Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba, but
the winner must quickly restore political
stability and regain public support for the
struggling party to stay in power.Three of
the five candidates in Saturday's intraparty
vote are seen as the favorites. They include
a woman who could become Japan's first
female prime minister, the son of a former

prime minister and a veteran moderate.

The winner must act quickly to address rising
prices if the party is to have any chance of
winning back support after election losses
to the LDP and its junior partner Komeito in
the past year cost their coalition a majority

inboth houses of parliament.

lawmakers are voting

between the top two vote-getters.

reported to be in the works as Trump travels
to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
summit in South Korea that starts Oct. 31.
Whoever becomes the LDP leader must also
gain cooperation from main opposition
parties or risk a cycle of short-lived
leadership.Only members and LDP

The vote is being held within the LDP — its
295 parliamentarians and 1 million dues-
paying grassroots party members. That’s
less than 1% of Japan’s eligible voters.

If no one wins a majority in the first vote
Saturday, a runoff will quickly follow

The lower house will then choose a new
prime minister in a leadership vote
expected in mid-October. The new LDP
leader will need votes from some

Yoshimasa Hayashi,
rounder.Sanae Takaichi,

Rescue crews pull three bodies
from rubble of collapsed school in

The bodies of three boys were

pulled early Friday from beneath |
the rubble of a school that
collapsed in Indonesia and with
more than 50 students still
unaccounted for the death toll W&
was expected to rise, authorities =
said.Rescue crews had been =
working by hand since the
collapse of the school Monday as
they searched for survivors, but
with no more signs of life
detected by Thursday, they turned to
heavy excavators equipped with
jackhammers to help them progress
more rapidly.The structure fell on top
of hundreds of people in a prayer hall at
the century-old Al Khoziny Islamic
boarding school in Sidoarjo on the
eastern side of Indonesia’s Java island.

The students were mostly boys in grades

sevento 12, between the ages of 12 and

AN I‘ﬁ]

19. Female students were praying in
another part of the building and

managed to escape, survivors
said.Eight students have been
confirmed dead and about 105 injured,
many with head injuries and broken
bones, and 55 remain unaccounted for.

Two of the bodies found Friday were in

the prayer hall area and one was found
closer to an exit as if he had been

attempting to escape, according
to Suharyanto, the head of
Indonesia’s National Disaster
Mitigation Agency, who goes by
one name as is common in
Indonesia.Authorities have said
the building was two stories, but
two more levels were being added
without a permit. Police said the
old building’s foundation
apparently was unable to support
two floors of concrete and
collapsed during the pouring
process.School officials have not yet
commented.Crews wrked in the hot
sun Friday to break up and remove
large slabs of concrete, with the smell
of decomposing bodies a grim
reminder of what they would find
underneath.

Suharyanto told reporters at the scene

that the recovery efforts were expected
to be complete by the end of Saturday.

With detentions and steep fines, harsh measures
target anti-government protests in Georgia

TBILISI . (Agency)

Almost every day for nearly a year, Gota

Chanturia has joined rallies at
Georgia’s parliament against the
government and its increasingly
repressive policies. He's done this
despite mass arrests and police
violence against demonstrators.And
the civics teacher keeps marching
even though he's racked up an
astonishing $102,000 in fines from the
protests. That's about 10 times what
the average Georgian earns in a
year.“We’ve said that we will be here
until the end, and we’re still here,”
Chanturia told The Associated Press as
he participated in yet another
demonstration this week in the capital
of Thilisi. The protests began when the
government halted talks about joining
the European Union. That move came
after the longtime ruling party
Georgian Dream, won an election that
the opposition alleged was rigged.The
rallies, big and small, continue despite
a multipronged crackdown by the
government through laws that target
demonstrators, rights groups,
nongovernmental organisations and
independent media.More protests are

planned for this weekend to coincide
with local elections.The repression in
the South Caucasus nation of 3.7
million has drawn comparisons to
Georgia’s powerful neighbour and
former imperial ruler Russia, where
President Vladimir Putin has stifled
dissent. Georgian Dream has been

accused of steering the country into
Moscow’s orbit of influence.Human
Rights Watch says Georgia is suffering
a “rights crisis.” The clampdown is
unprecedented in the country's
independent history and is escalating
steadily, said Giorgi Gogia, the group's
Europe and Central Asia associate
director.But Georgia’s vibrant civil
society is pushing back, and it has
become a question of “who would

blink first,” Gogia said. If it's the
public and civil society, they could
wake up in an authoritarian country,
"which would be a huge
transformation from what Georgia
used to be up until now,” he added.

Fines, beatings and prison

Ketuna Kerashvili joined a rally in
rainy Thilisi on Wednesday despite
the fact that her 30-year-old brother
Irakli was arrested in December,
convicted of disrupting publlc order,
and sentenced to two years in prison.
He had rejected the charges as
unfounded.Kerashvili told AP her
brother's trial was “tough to
watch.”“All of those boys and girls
who are in prison now were trying to
protect our country from pro-Russian
forces and a pro-Russian

government,” she said.The violent

crackdown escalated after largely
peaceful protests in late November

2024, with over 400 people detained

within two weeks; at least 300 reported

severe beatings and other ill-treatment,
according to Amnesty International.

The group alleged that much of the

brutality occurs out of sight in

detention.

opposition lawmakers to take office.

A woman, a young scion and a veteran
moderateAll five candidates are incumbent
and former Cabinet ministers who have
emphasised their willingness to work with

opposition groups that are more centrist
politically.Surveys have suggested the
front-runners are Sanae Takaichi,
could become the first female prime
minister, Shinjiro Koizumi, who would be
the youngest in more than a century, and
a veteran all-
64, admires
former British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher and is a protégée of former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. She is a wartime

history revisionist and China hawk. She
regularly visits Yasukuni Shrine seen as a
symbol of militarism. Takaichi has vowed
toughness on immigration, a major issue in
the race. Her staunch ultra-conservative
stance is considered a major risk to Japan’s
relations with Asian neighbors.Shinjiro
Koizumi, 44, is the son of a popular former
prime minister, Junichiro Koizumi, and
seeks to be the youngest prime minister in
Japan’s modern history. As agriculture
minister for Ishiba, Koizumi released an
emergency rice stockpile to lower prices
and stabilize supply as he promoted a
reformist stance. Koizumi has made
rebuilding his party a priority and pledges
to listen to the people’s voices closely to
address their concerns, such as rising prices,
growing foreign population and public
safety.

Yoshimasa Hayashi, 64, is the chief Cabinet
secretary in Ishiba’s government. He is a
moderate who promises steady wage
increases, a strong economy and defense.
He also advocates a universal credit system
to provide assistance to low-income
families for basic goods.

who

South Korea's president
apologizes over poorly
managed foreign
adoption programs

BELGRADE..(Agency)

Every Serbian knows the clenched fist of Otpor -- it was
stencilled on city walls, over government propaganda,
and on flags above the mass protests that brought an
end to strongman Slobodan Milosevic's rule.

Twenty-five years on, one of Otpor's founders, Srdja
Popovic, sees a connection to the "brave, intelligent
and highly creative" new generation marching under
another emblem -- the bloodied hand -- in some of the
largest demonstrations ever witnessed in the Balkan
nation."Otpor arose as a cry of a generation against
wars, economic collapse and growing repression,"
Popovic told AFP, from the United States, where he
teaches at the University of Virginia and Colorado

College.The current protesters, on the streets since
November, call for justice and fresh elections over "an
attempt to cover up corruption” linked to the collapse
of atrain station roof in Novi Sad that killed 16 people,
he said."Both generations realised that it was not
enough simply to march, chant slogans and carry
banners — a whole new system of values has to be
created."

Enemy Number One

When hundreds of thousands marched on Serbia's
parliament on October 5, 2000, it was "the crown of a
generational struggle", the 52-year-old said.

In a country scarred by NATO bombardment and
economic collapse, Otpor helped build Belgrade's
uprising through years of protest, alongside the
political opposition."For me, October 5 is above all a
symbol -— proof that even the harshest regimes can fall
if people unite, organise and persist in non-violent
struggle."Otpor's campaign of peaceful resistance and
stunts, often laced with satire and parody, targeted a
nationalist government marked by war and
sanctions.When Otpor left a barrel with Milosevic's
face plastered on it in central Belgrade, people queued
to batter it.

Decade after the European refugee crisis, a
Syrian family finally’ becomes German

Even though the family’s
integration into German
society was a success, it was
not without sacrifice.

BERLIN. (Agency)

Nearly a decade after fleeing Syria's civil
war, Rahaf Alshaar sat on her couch in a
leafy suburb of Berlin, sipping Arabic
coffee spiced with cardamom.When she,
her husband and their three daughters
arrived in Germany as refugees, they
adapted quickly to their new country:
learning the language, finding jobs and
attending school.“It was a lot of hard work,
but I'm proud of what we achieved,”
Alshaar, 44, told The Associated Press in a
recent interview.

Earlier this year, the whole family became
German citizens and bought a house with a
nice garden.“We are Germans,” said 52-
year-old Basem Wahbeh, Alshaar's

husband.

Their family arrived among an influx of

migrants from war-torn Syria, Iraq
and Afghanistan who took refuge in
Germany, peaking at more than 1
million in 2015. The arrival of so
many asylum-seekers in a single year
strained the country's resources and
brought consequences that Germany
is still wrestling with a decade later,
most notably the rise of far-right anti-
immigration parties.

Even though the family’s integration
into German society was a success, it

famously promised citizens that “we will
manage it.”Refugees were initially

was not without sacrifice. They and @

many others had to leave behind their
homes, culture and language,
sometimes shedding traditions dear to
them.

Germany opens its doors

On Aug. 31,2015, as Europe faced wha

by then being called the refugee crisis,

Chancellor Angela Merkel op

Germany's borders to migrants. Facing
criticism at home and abroad, Merkel

welcomed with applause as they arrived at
train stations. German families opened
their homes to put them up for months as
overwhelmed cities struggled to find
accommodation.In a massive effort,
schools and community colleges quickly
created tens of thousands of “welcome

t was

ened

classes” for children and integration classes
for adults to help them study German, get a
job and find a home in their new
country.“A lot of things worked out
surprisingly well,” said Jonas Wiedner,
an expert on migration from the Berlin
Social Science Center.He noted
migrants' employment figures compare
roughly to those of Germans, politicians
acted quickly to offer help and money to
local communities integrating the new
arrivals and "civil society was very
involved from the outset and has really
achieved great things.”

~ Germany became the top asylum
destination in Europe, with its total
population rising by 1.2% in 2015 —the
highest since 1992 — because of
immigration, according to the Federal
Statistical Office.Over time, as more
asylum-seekers arrived looking for better
prospects, not necessarily fleeing danger,
the surge of immigration fueled economic
anxieties and xenophobic resentment
among some Germans.
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Afghanistan's Rashid Khan

blames media for 'second-
best in Asia' tag

New Delhi. (Agenc

The Premier League is set to make a key
decision on whether to scrap its divisive
Profit and Sustainability Rules (PSR) in
favour of a new financial framework based
on squad-cost ratio, Chief Executive Richard
Masters said on Thursday.The PSR,
introduced in the 2015-16 season to curb
excessive spending, has come under
increasing scrutiny following breaches by
several clubs. Critics, including Manchester
City, Newcastle United, and Aston Villa,
argue that the rules restrict their ability to
invest in competitiveness.Speaking at the
Leaders sports conference, Masters
confirmed that discussions are ongoing about
potentially replacing the current model with a
system that would bring the league in closer
alignment with UEFA’s financial regulations.
UEFA caps club spending on player wages,
transfers, and agent fees at 70% of total
revenue. The Premier League, however, is
considering a higher threshold of 85%.We
are talking to our clubs about an alternative
system. That’s not to say we don’t think the
PSR system works,” Masters said. “It’s about
closer alignment with European regulation

— which is the squad cost ratio, a revenue-
based test.“The PSR is a look-back
profitability test and has its own strengths and
weaknesses. No system will be perfect. We
have to keep these things balanced and
continue the conversation with our clubs.
That’s an important decision, so we should
take the time to get it right. But that decision
is coming up.”The Premier League, the
world’s most lucrative domestic football
competition, will earn 6.7 billion ($9.03
billion) from domestic broadcast rights alone
in the 2025-2029 cycle. Masters noted that a
more flexible spending cap would help
maintain the league’s competitive edge
globally.“In UEFA, it’s now set at 70%. Our
system will be 85% because we always want
our clubs to have the ability to invest,” he
said.“When you compare the Premier League
system at 85%, if it happens, to the other big
European leagues, we have a more
permissive system — too permissive, some
might say.

IND vs WI: KL Rahul hits
home Test century after 8
years, unveils new
celebration

MILAN . (Agency)

KL Rahul ended a nine-year wait for a home
Test century as the opener reached three
figures on Day 2 of the first Test between
India and the West Indies in Ahmedabad.
Rahul brought up his hundred off 190
deliveries in the first session on Friday at the
Narendra Modi Stadium.The 32-year-old
unveiled a new celebratory gesture after
ending a 3,211-day drought for a hundred in
home conditions in red-ball cricket. He
removed his helmet, raised his bat towards
the dressing room to acknowledge the
applause, and then put two fingers in his
mouth, seemingly sending a message to his
newborn daughter, Evaarah.Head coach
Gautam Gambhir was visibly delighted,

Tl
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applauding alongside the rest of the support
staff. Chants of "KL Rahul, KL Rahul"
echoed around the ground, despite the stands
being far from full.Before Friday, Rahul's
last home century came against England in
December 2016 in a Test where Karun Nair
scored his famous triple hundred. The
opener has been in sensational form. He
scored two hundreds in India's 2-2 draw in
the Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy, finishing
the five-Test series with 532 runs at an
average of over 50 runs per innings. The red-
soil pitch in Ahmedabad has not been the
easiest to bat on. While the West Indies
folded for 162 in their first innings, India
have shown the way, taking their time to
keep the scoreboard ticking.The red soil
pitch in Ahmedabad has not been the easiest
for batting. West Indies folded for 162 in
their first innings, but India have managed to
show the way, albeit taking their time to keep
the scoreboard moving.Rahul, showing
remarkable composure at the crease,
appeared to let out his emotions with the
celebration, as though he had been waiting
for this moment.

AB de Villiers divides opinions after
questioning India over Asia Cup trophy row

««Former cricketer AB de Villiers

comments on the Asia Cup trophy
presentation sparked backlash from
Indian fans. India refused to recieve
the trophy from Asian and Pakistan
cricket chief, Mohsin Naqvi, after
outclassing Pakistan in the final in
Dubai on Friday.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former South Africa cricketer AB de Villiers

has come under fire from a section of cricket
fans after sharing his views on the Asia Cup
trophy presentation controversy, which has
now snowballed into a major row. Speaking
on his YouTube show, De Villiers remarked
that politics should be kept away from sport,
appearing to question India's decision to
refuse receiving the trophy from Asian
Cricket Council and Pakistan Cricket Board
chief, Mohsin Naqvi."Team India sort of

weren't happy with who was handing out the
trophy. I don't feel that belongs in sport.
Politics should stay aside," De Villiers said
earlier this week."Sport is one thing, and it
should be celebrated for what it is. Quite sad
to see that, but hopefully they will sort things
out in the future. It does put the sport, the
players, the sportsmen, the cricketers in
a very tough position, and that's what I
hate to see. It was quite awkward there
at the end," he added.De Villiers'
comments, however, have not been
received well by Indian fans on social
media."Meet AB de Villiers. He comes
to India to earn money during the IPL.
One shameless franchise feeds him
money for no reason. And then he
criticises the BCCI's stand for not
collecting the Asia Cup trophy from the
hands of politician Mohsin Naqvi,"
wrote one user in response to De
Villiers' post.I think AB de Villiers
might not realize how serious this is, so that’s
why he said it. But again, if you are not in the
loop, it’s best not to comment as well," a user
wrote."Blud thinks Trophy is bigger than
Country because he never touched the one,"
another one said.India had refused to accept

their trophy from Naqvi, who is also a sitting
minister in the Pakistan government. During
the Asia Cup, the PCB chief made a
provocative remark while referring to the
cross-border skirmish between India and
Pakistan in May, which had followed the
terror attack in Pahalgam.

In a bizarre twist, Naqvi walked away with the

trophy, denying India the opportunity to
celebrate with the silverware. The Indian
team nevertheless went up on the dais and
marked their victory without it. According to
reports, Naqvi has since asked India captain
Suryakumar Yadav to collect the trophy in

Namibia and Zimbabwe qualify for 1CC
Men's 720 World Cup in India and Sri Lanka

MADRID. (Agency)
Namibia and Zimbabwe have secured
their spots in next year's ICC Men's
T20 World Cup, to be held in India
and Sri Lanka, after triumphing in the
Africa Regional Final semifinals in
Harare. Namibia defeated Tanzania
in the first semi-final, while
Zimbabwe overcame Kenya in the
second, claiming Africa's two
allocated places for the tournament
scheduled for February-March
2026.The semifinals carried high
stakes, with only the winners
progressing to the World Cup.
Namibia recovered from an early batting
collapse, while Zimbabwe chased a modest
target efficiently, sending a strong message
ahead of the main event.In the first
semifinal, Namibia slipped to 41/4 by the
fifth over against Tanzania, but an 88-run
partnership between JJ Smit and Gerhard
Erasmus steadied the innings. Erasmus
anchored the middle order with a composed

Not thinking about retirement, focusing on
s’rreng’rhenmg my mind: Deeplku Kumari

Deepika said her training
currently revolves around
refining both mental and
technical aspects of her

performance.

New Delhi. (Agenc
Four-time Olympian archer Deepika Kumari
is not contemplating retirement just yet and
is instead focusing on building mental
strength to handle high-pressure situations,
with an eye on a final hurrah at the Los
Angeles Games.The 29-year-old, who will
be 34 when the Los Angeles Olympics come
around in 2028, said it would most likely be
her final appearance at the Games, adding
that her mindset for the next edition is "do-
or-die.""This is not the last stage of my
career?] haven't decided on that yet. I
believe all my competitions so far have been
really good experiences," she told PTI

55 from 41 balls, while Smit remained
unbeaten on 61 from 43 deliveries, striking
four sixes and energising the crowd with
chants of "Smit can hit." Smit's impact
extended to the bowling attack as well. The
all-rounder took three wickets for 16 runs in
four overs, including three of Tanzania's top
five batters, effectively derailing the chase.
Namibia's collective effort ensured their
fourth consecutive Men's T20 World Cup

Videos on the sidelines of the opening day
of the Archery Premier League in New
Delhi.Deepika said her training currently
revolves around refining both mental and
technical aspects of her performance."l
have been working on both the mental and
technical aspects of my game, and this
league is helping me improve further.
Playing in front of a crowd brings pressure,
but that pressure actually helps players
grow and prepare better," she said."I'm
trying to master every technique. In the
past, I have often struggled mentally during
crucial matches in tournaments, which has
cost me results."I'm doing a lot of

appearance, following their Super
12 campaignin 2021.

In the second semifinal, Zimbabwe
batted first after captain Dhiren
Gondaria won the toss. Despite a
valiant 65 off 47 balls from Rakep
Patel for Kenya, Zimbabwe's
bowlers kept the opposition in
check, restricting them to 123.
Zimbabwe's chase was swift.
Opener Brian Bennett struck a
brisk 51 from 25 deliveries,
including six boundaries off Lucas
Ndandason in a decisive over,
guiding Zimbabwe to victory and

marking their return to the T20 World Cup

after missing the 2024 edition.With

Namibia and Zimbabwe now qualified,

only three spots remain from the Asia-East

Asia Pacific (EAP) Qualifier for next year's

tournament, according to the [CC. Namibia

looks to build on its growing reputation as a

regular participant, while Zimbabwe aims

tore-establish itselfafter its 2024 absence.

visualisation, mental training, thinking
while walking, thinking while eating ?
all of it. I want my technique to be so
deeply ingrained that I don't have to
think about it during pressure moments.
I'm training hard."Deepika welcomed
the inclusion of compound archery in
the Olympic programme, saying it will
significantly enhance India's medal
prospects."I'm very happy because the
compound is now part of the Olympics.
Everyone was wondering when it would
happen, and finally it has. Our medal tally
has already gone up in many tournaments,
and our compound team is very strong," he
said.She also highlighted the strong bond
shared among Indian archers, which,
according to her, plays a crucial role in
handling the mental challenges of the
sport."We support each other a lot as
archers. On the field, we talk about archery,
but we also help each other off the field. If
someone is struggling mentally or
technically, we talk and manage it together,"
she said.

World Weightlifting Championship
medalist Mirabai Chanu wins

India's Mirabai Chanu returned to
the World Weightlifting
Championships podium with a
silver in the women's 48ka,
recording her first world medal
since 2022, as North Korea's Ri
Song Gum claimed gold with a
world record total.

|
New Delhi. (Agency)

Mirabai Chanu returned to the World

Weightlifting Championships podium after
three years, clinching silver in the women's
48kg category in Forde, Norway. Her 199kg
total (84kg snatch, 115kg clean and jerk)
marked her third career medal at the event
and ended India's medal drought at the

championships since 2022. North Korea's Ri
Song Gum captured gold with a world record
performance, while Thailand's Thanyathon
Sukcharoen took bronze.Chanu's silver
in Forde was her first World
Championships medal since 2022 and
her third overall, reinforcing her status
as one of India's most successful
weightlifters. This was her first
appearance at the World Championships
since the Paris Olympics, where she had
finished fourth. Her performance also
lifted India's total medal count at the
World Weightlifting Championships to
18-all won by women athletes.Chanu
began the competition with a successful
84kg snatch but missed her next two |
attempts at 87kg, leaving her third in the
snatch segment. She bounced back in
the clean and jerk, completing lifts of
109kg, 112kg, and 115kg. Her final lift of
115kg matched her best from the Tokyo
Olympics and secured silver in both the clean
and jerk and the overall total.North Korea's

Ri Song Gum dominated the event,
registering 91kg in snatch and 122kg in clean
and jerk for a total of 213kg. Her last two

lifts-120kg and 122kg-set new world records
in both clean and jerk and total. Thailand's
Thanyathon Sukcharoen claimed bronze
with a total of 198kg (88kg snatch, 110kg

person from the ACC headquarters in the
UAE, standing firm on his decision.
Although Naqvi apologised to members of
the cricket council after being grilled by
BCClI officials in an ACC meeting following
the final, he remained adamant about his
stance.The Asia Cup had marked the first
meeting between India and Pakistan on
the cricket field since the Pahalgam
attack, and, as expected, off-field
tensions overshadowed the cricket itself.
India captain Suryakumar Yadav refused
to shake hands with his Pakistani
counterpart, Salman Ali Agha, during the
toss in their group-stage clash. The rest of
the Indian players followed suit,
snubbing handshakes with the Pakistani
side after the match. Upset by the gesture,
the Pakistan captain subsequently
boycotted the post-match presentation
ceremony.

Suryakumar later dedicated India's win to
the victims of the Pahalgam attack and to the
Indian armed forces. In response, Pakistan
threatened to boycott the tournament unless
match referee Andy Pycroft was removed,
blaming him for enabling the handshake
snub.

Australia's Cameron
Green ready for
howling role in home
Ashes: | feel stronger

New Delhi. (Agency)

Australia all-rounder Cameron Green is

preparing to resume his bowling duties ahead
of the Ashes, confident he will be free of
restrictions by the start of the series. The 26-
year-old, who underwent spinal surgery last
October following his fifth stress fracture, is set
to bowl in Western Australia’s Sheffield Shield
opener against New South Wales at the WACA
this Saturday.“It’s been a long 12 months, but
I’m feeling really good,” Green told reporters
on Friday. “The body’s in a good place. It’s

been a really good rehab journey. I feel
stronger, fitter. My action feels good. The first
Test should be no restrictions. That’s kind of the
whole plan of the last year — to peak for the
Ashes.”Green has not bowled competitively
since his operation but plans to bowl a limited
quota of eight overs against New South Wales
as he gradually rebuilds his workload. He will
bat at number four for WA in the Shield match
but expects to continue at first drop in the Test
side when the Ashes begins at Perth Stadium on
November 21.The all-rounder conceded that
his bowling loads could be adjusted if he
remains at No.3, a spot he has occupied since
returning to Test cricket mid-year purely as a
batter. Green initially struggled in the role,
failing to pass 15 in his first four innings,
including the World Test Championship final
against South Africa and the opening Test
against West Indies in Barbados. However, he
later found form, scoring 52, 26, 42, and 46 in
the final two Tests of that series.

s: Olympic
silver

clean and jerk).

The Forde Championships marked Chanu's
first world championship appearance since
2022 and her second international
event since finishing fourth at Paris
2024, where she lifted 199kg (88kg
snatch, 111kg clean and jerk) in the
49kg division. She had previously
won gold in the 48kg category at
Anaheim 2017 with 194kg and
silver at Bogota 2022 with 200kg.

Last month, Chanu had also won gold
at the Commonwealth Weightlifting
Championships 2025 in
Ahmedabad, lifting 193kg (84kg
snatch, 109kg clean and jerk), a
victory that secured her direct
qualification for the Glasgow 2026
Commonwealth Games.Chief coach
Vijay Sharma had earlier told PTI

that the team's aim for these World

Championships was to breach the 200kg

mark and to start lifting the weights Chanu

had been handling in the 49kg category.
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Bigg Boss 19: Awez Darbar Had 'No
Fear' Of Ex-Shubhi Joshi Wild Card
Entry, Refutes Cheating Claims

Rise And Fall

 Akniti

- i

ascer Ali and Amaal Mallik put serious
e g allegations against Bigg Boss 197 evicted

-
e

contestant Awez Darbar, but he chose to give
it back to them without any drama. Outside the
house, Splitsvilla fame Shubhi Joshi also slammed
Awez with grave accusations, and his eviction gave
birth to reports that the content creator’s family paid

Y & Al 2 crore to makers for his voluntary exit out of fear of
odhdant ,y, : the family’s reputation getting distorted if Shubhi
{'\' dode ) l-.,, .;,,;”. A . 5 " cmiit_rcdbthle_ s‘lj'iow ;:5 al wild,cz;{d. Bu[l) willal is the
P reality behind such claims? Awez Darbar, in an

i "\"\&\*‘\'“\' V':f':r’::‘: Slams MaHISha Ra“l For Calllng exclusive chat with News|8, revealed itall.
ﬁ“fz“:{‘v\ """‘/“ Pl While speaking to us, Awez slammed reports of his

voluntary exit and said, ~Are voluntary exit mein 2
crore dekar kyu bahar aaunga? Agar mil rahe hote to
baat alag hoti. Honestly, mein tab bhi wapas nahi

i Her An ‘Undeserving Ruler
- g o aata because mujhe honestly bohot maza aaraha

kriti Negi, best known for her fiery presence in reality shows like MTV & 5 " However, there’s a possibility that there might
Roadies 19 and as the winner of Splitsvilla X35, is currently grabbing all the not be anevishon thisweek duato the Tastival wesl:

attention in the ongoing reality show, Rise and Fall. In a recent episode of © ywhen asked if Shubhi’s wild card entry had

je r oy £ ot = o] H - .-u a1 - . 1 s !.' . - . .
Rise and Fall, tensions rose during a dlb(.tlbb.l(?]“l about the “ultimate n!lcr,mcc.' something to do with him, the influencer strongly
where Manisha Rani openly questioned Akriti’s capability.Manisha didn’thold ©  ¢aid, *He had no fear," and while refuting the

back and said, “I've noticed one thing — Akriti lacks leadership qualities, and | cheating claims, said, “Sab wildcard chahte hein, ye
don’tthink she can be a good ruler. She always keeps herself away from people. A naya trend ban gaya hai. I want to say now that | am
true ruler should have humbleness, and I feel that’s missing in Akriti. If you're out. there’s goi:;g t0 be no wildcard" (thumbs down
giving reasons, at least have the courage to speak the truth.” action).
. Akriti immediately responded to the remark, making her stance clear. She firmly © whjle speaking about Shubhi, Awez added, “Just like
----- g said, “I'm not dif“_ag:'"eei"g_\”iﬂ:l What she has proofs, I too have things against her, but [
& F you're saying, butif you're judging my won’t demean her just like how I didn’t defame
13"-‘1'?0“31 life or:my personality to Baseer (Ali) and Amaal (Mallik). Nagma, who is
-~ decide whether I'ma ruler or not, that’s the most important person to me, knows everything,
_ wrong. All I want to say is that my ©  and that's what matters to me. I only want to think
personality shouldn’t be dragged into ©  about her and not about the person who doesn’t
- this. If I choose to stay quiet or prefer matter to me.""All of these people want fame, but
being alone, it doesn’t mean I'm not |\ please go somewhere else. I won't give you footage.
capable of being a ruler."” I am happy with whoever | am with, so that’s it," he

She further added, “I will push myself = concluded.

as much as | can, but | cannot force | About Awez Darbar’s Eviction

myself beyond my limits. For you, it © Shubhi, in an interview, also confirmed that she and
became very easy because you came Awez had a past relationship, which sparked
here after watching the game from speculation that he had cheated on Nagma Mirjkar.
outside and chose to follow the crowd, Awez’s eviction came afler he was in the bottom

maintaining good relations with them. three, along with Ashnoor Kaur and Pranit More.
But somewhere, | also understood your

St docartaeseme it By naogie. | ViCKy Jain Calls Himself “Blessed!,
zame. the way vou're playine s | Sowers Love On Ankita

completely wrong." "
This heated exchange has left fans LOkhaﬂdﬂ: 'Stay WItI] US FO]'EVE]"
divided, with many applauding ; .

Akriti’s confidence and others
questioning her game strategy. Rise
and Fall premiered on September 6,
2025, on Amazon MX Player. The show establishes the stark divide between the
Rulers, who enjoy luxury in a penthouse, and the Workers, who fight it out in a
bare-basics basement. The tagline says it all, “16 contestants. Two worlds. One
ultimate power struggle." With its eclectic celebrity cast, the bold social
experiment, and Ashneer Grover’s unfiltered hosting style, Rise and Fall is
shaping up to be one of the most talked-about reality shows of the year,

DALVl Wl

Begins Shoot For Imtiaz Ali's Next, Calls
Film With Vedang Raina 'Very Special

B ollywood actress Sharvari has begun shooting ~ and team.”

husband Vicky Jain are giving major festive
couple goals this Dussehra. Vicky recently took
to his social media account to share a heartfelt note
dedicated to Ankita. expressing his gratitude for
having her as his life partner.Sharing a video of their
festive celebrations, Vicky posted a beautiful video
reel that shows glimpses of his gorgeously decorated
spaces at home. One frame features a nameplate with
Vikas and Ankita in stylish script, while another
shows a colourful rangoli made of flowers and green
leaves, setting a vibrant festive mood.
In the video. Ankita, who is seen all decked out in a

i3

I I \elevision superstar Ankita Lokhande and her

for her next big project, a film directed by In June, the official announcement of the film J

acclaimed filmmaker Imtiaz Ali, co-starring  was made public. Sharing the news on her
Vedang Raina. The announcement came on the feed, Sharvari expressed excitement and a7
auspicious occasion of Dusschra, making the  gratitude. *What an incredible surprise to ' / .
moment even more special for the actress. Sharvari  see this announcement happen on my
shared a heartfelt post on her social media story,  birthday. Best birthday ever! Imtiaz Ali, 4
where she revealed that she couldn’t be home for  Sir, I have manifested to be directed by = *

~ x ) ' N ' beautiful red net sari, can be seen decorating the
. ' flower rangoli and lighting up the diya. Vicky
seemed to have got emotional and overwhelmed on

you ever since | have dreamed » seeing his beautiful wife taking care of her home and
of being an actor." She added, M filling it with love and joy.Vicky wrote. “Happy
“This will be the most Sl Dussehra. Blessed to have a wife like you, Manku,
amazing learning experience 7 R ! who takes care of me and our home with so much
for me. It is an honour to be a o b love. The way you decorate and fill our house with

festive joy means the world. May good always win
overevil and happiness. Stay with us forever."

He shared, tagging Ankita Lokhande in the post. The
note reflects not only the couple’s festive spirit but
also the affection and appreciation they share for
each other. Ankita and Vicky, who tied the knot in
December 2021 after dating for a few years, have
often been vocal about their bond. The two, post their
wedding, were seen in the reality show Smart Jodi
that they won, followed by being seen in the
television superhit reality show Bigg Boss Season

part of your vision. Thank

you for choosing me. It feels so L
special to be a part of this dream team. So
excited for this new journey."

Sharvari made her acting debut with Kabir
Khan with Yash Raj’s “Bunty Aur Babli 2"
in 2021, where she starred alongside Rani
Mukherjee, Saif Ali Khan and Siddhant
Chaturvedi.

Despite the film’s mixed response, Sharvari

Saraswati Puja.Instead, she performed a small puja

in her room with her film script, alongside a picture
of a notebook which she inscribed on it, decorated
with fresh hibiscus flowers, She wrote, “Couldn’t be
home for Saraswati Puja today. so I did my own little
puja with the script in my room. “Happy Dusschra!
Vijay Dashmi ki Hardik Shukkam Nai! Starting to
shoot a very special film with a very special director

was widely appreciated for her screen presence and
freshness.

The actress will also be seen in “Alpha" opposite Alia

Bhatt and co-starring Bobby Deol. With Imtiaz Ali’s
upcoming film adding to her lincup, fans are
extremely thrilled and excited to see their favourite
starinabig project.

17, where their relationship was put through several
tests and went through a series of ups and downs. But
Ankita and Vicky came out stronger and closer to
each other. Ankita has always stood by Vicky in all
his tough times. Recently, when Vicky met with an
accident, Ankita Lokhande was seen standing by
him, rock solid.
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