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TJS, that legend
down the corridor

There are journalists, and then there are journalists
who get that rare prefix, ‘legendary’. TJS George
belonged to this second order, an endangered tribe
these days. Its list of card-holding members got
rarer still when the man passed away today, at age
97.Behind him trails a career in letters that has
spanned about as long as the life of the Indian
republic, and as varied. From his erudition in
Carnatic music that birthed a book on MS
Subbulakshmi, and others on VK Krishna Menon
as well as Nargis, it also contained landmarks in
good old-fashioned print journalism, such as being
the founding editor of Asiaweek in Hong Kong
back in the 1970s—an act of pan-Asia ecumenism
that would have resonated well today. That such an
eminence was a living presence in the offices of
The New Indian Express till the other day was a
matter of honour and delight equally for all of us
here. It was only in June 2022 that he laid his pen to
rest after writing his last column, the Sunday Point
of View, in his inimitable, no-holds-barred
style—sharp, ironic, fearless. Over 25 years, he
contributed 1,300 columns for these pages.

Politicians, judges and powerful people feared and
respected his pen, and treaded carefully around
him. He was famously unpredictable. In our
Bangalore office, when a VVIP dropped by
wanting to meet him, we would exchange nervous
glances. If it was his column-writing
hour—always longhand, pen on paper—he would
refuse to meet them, however important they
might be.Siddaramaiah, the current chief minister,
had a taste of that brusqueness when TIJS

admonished him in a humorous, schoolmasterly
way on one such visit—for wasting time in a
newspaper office instead of working among the
people! No one took offence. Once at a function in
Mysore, SM Krishna, then External Affairs
Minister, vacated his seat for TJS when he saw him

standing, but characteristically he refused. Wo

The remark has triggered a lot of criticism on

men-targeted schemes in Karnataka—Gruha Lakshmi, a cash transfer of 72,000 to women family heads, and Shakti, providing free bus travel—have largely impacted chief minister Siddaramaiah's incumbency sentiment

Rahul must focus on the fight at home

THE GREAT GAME: He should prepare, every day, to sharpen the cut & thrust of his argument inside and outside Parliament

IN his latest photo from Envigado, Colombia, Rahul

Gandhi has exchanged his trademark white T-shirt for a
navy blue shirt, puffer jacket and khaki cargo pants; he is
standing in front of a Pulsar bike, made by Bajaj Auto.
The comment on X reads, “Proud to see Bajaj, Hero &
TVS do so well in Colombia. Shows Indian companies
can win with innovation, not cronyism.”But the Congress
party’s most important leader must surely be aware that
Rahul Bajaj, father of Bajaj Auto’s managing director
Rajiv Bajaj — back in the licence-raj, pre-
liberalisation days, when it was importantto [§

know the right people in order to cut through
the awful red tape — was the last word in
protectionism and fought long and hard
against the idea of economic reform. The
Bombay Club, of which Bajaj Sr was a card- |
carrying member, emphasised social and
political connections over radical reform, an
old-world cronyism over cut-throat J
ambition, but cronyism |
nevertheless.Rahul’s social media comment
is also notice that he is travelling across the §
first of four South American countries,
including Colombia and Brazil — the
Congress party hasn’t told us which others.
On Thursday, he visited the EIA university
in Envigado, where he talked about the
BJP’s “wholesale attack on the democratic
systemin India.”

why the Congress leader attacks the ruling
party from foreign shores so often, which in
turn has led to the following questions :
Should criticism about domestic politics be &
restricted to domestic locations? Is Rahul
Gandhi being wholly unfair by taking the
fight within to nations abroad? And a third,
somewhat unrelated question is, why is gz
Rahul Gandhi in South America anyway — |

as well as in Malaysia a few months ago, in
Boston in April, in Vietnam twice earlier in :
the year?This article is not about the 247
foreign trips Rahul has allegedly made since
2014, as the BJP would like to tell us,
dismissively — certainly, the Congressman
has the right to expand his mind, tour new
horizons as well as influence new
audiences.It is time, however, to confront
the problem that has been uncoiling at the
heart of India’s democracy for some years — which is the
growing fracture between the ruling BJP and India’s most
important Opposition party. The tension has been
aggravated by the fact that the Congress has lost most
elections in the decade since Narendra Modi came to

power. But because it still remains the nation’s most
important Opposition party — ruling parties in
opposition to the BJP in the states, whether DMK, TMC,
AAP or Left Front, simply don’t add up — it has been the
target of dedicated and vicious attacks by the BJP. Even
statesmen like Jawaharlal Nehru, who put the country on
the path of amodern, secular republic are fair game.Rahul
Gandhi is even easier game because he is the most
powerful man in the party, but refuses to sit on the

leader’s chair of nails or wear its crown of thorns. He
comes across as a man who seeks power without the
responsibility that accompanies it. A man with a golden
heart whose personal life tragedies have made even the
gods weep — but one who refuses to step aside in favour
of a better man (god, forbid), because he believes that as

Regular training can stem rot in judiciary

the Leader of the Opposition, or even without that post, he
holds the centre. That if the centre doesn’t hold, things will
fall apart.And this is the fracture at the heart of Indian
democracy today : Rahul Gandhi is that democrat who
continues to pave the way that keeps Narendra Modi in
power. The BJP does the rest.Perhaps that’s a really harsh
judgement. But the fact is that the country, transforming
every day, demands an alternative to Rahul’s carping,
especially when he’s abroad. In London, in 2022, he said
India’s voice has been crushed; in Cambridge in
March 2023, he said the BJP is carrying out an
attack on the basic structure of Indian democracy;
that Europe and the US must intervene and expose
the reality of Modi and the BJP; in Washington
DC in September 2024, he said the Congress will
think of scrapping reservations only when things
are more fair in India; in Boston in April this year,
he said the Election Commission (EC) is
~ compromised.

= Question is, why take the fight to another country

- when the fight against Modi and the BJP is here?
Rahul must know that American journalists,
notably Vincent Sheean who left us many a
record, came to India to watch how Mahatma
Gandhi sharpened the instrument of non-
violence, satyagraha, against the mighty British
Raj.

So when Rahul focuses on the fight at home, it
works much better. Last month in Karnataka, he
showcased the irregular deletion of more than
6,000 votes from one constituency, Aland — the
investigation made everyone sit up. Over the last
few months, the Congress and other political
parties as well as a vigilant civil society have
forced the Supreme Court to take the EC to task
over the Special Intensive Revision of electoral

X rolls in Bihar. The EC has been forced to comply.

% The moral of the story is that time is running out for

§  Rahul Gandhi. If he wants the united Opposition
to beat the BJP at its own game, he must stop being
a part-time politician. He must stay every week in
India and fight the good fight.

If Rahul believes he is somehow special, marked by
both genetics and politics to lead both party and
country — he must prepare, every day, to sharpen
the cut and thrust of his argument both inside and
outside Parliament. He must learn from the
driving ambition that consumes the BJP — and
from the mistakes of his own party. In the Haryana

polls last year, for example, he gave in to the local

Congress refusal to ally with AAP, although he was in

favour of the alliance; but he was abroad, and he couldn’t

push his will through. The rest is history. The Congress has

never quite recovered.

Such was the awe he inspired among Union
ministers, high court judges, chief ministers. Even
when his columns were scathing, the powerful d
usually held their peace—it was only their

In an exemplary intervention, the Supreme Court recently

irected two judicial officers in Delhi to undergo a week-

be the cornerstone of democracy only if its judges are
competent and incorruptible. A few bad judges in a system

sycophants who protested. He had opinions, he
took stands, and never wavered, even when it led
to sedition charges in earlier years. The only man
he openly admired was our founder, Ramnath
Goenka.“T have no god,” he would often say. A
non-believer, or rather a believer only in humanity,
and in journalism as a calling. He taught
generations of journalists the importance of
precision in language, and of calling a spade a
spade. Outside the newsroom, George had deep
interests in cities and food. He was fascinated by
urban planning—often comparing the systematic
grid of New York, where he and his beloved wife
Ammu lived during his UN years, with the chaos
of Bangalore’s house numbering. In his last few
years, he spent his winters in Coimbatore, leaving

long training, flagging serious lapses on their part in
granting bail in a fraud case. The top court found that in
successive orders favouring the same accused, the
concerned additional chief metropolitan magistrate and
sessions judge had disregarded binding precedents and
glossed over material facts. Sadly, this was not an isolated
incident.This May, the SC upbraided an additional

sessions judge in Madhya Pradesh for overlooking the top

court’s directions in a bail matter and suggested that the
judicial officer be sent for a week’s training. In May 2023,
the SC had asked the Allahabad High Court to withdraw
work from a sessions judge and send him to the judicial
academy to upgrade his assessment skills. These incidents
underline the need for systemic intervention to stem the
rot. There are many issues afflicting the judiciary, but the
competency and credibility of judges should not be

fairness and integrity. Bad judges who undermine the

principle of equal justice through corruption, unethical

behaviour, biases, and faulty rulings threaten this
| trust.

Besides addressing flaws in the system for judicial
appointment, which can facilitate enrolling of
compromised and incompetent individuals, and
strengthening internal accountability mechanisms
to catch the bad apples, there is need to institute a
system for mandatory, periodic training of
judges.Doctors, teachers, pilots, and even
lawmakers are routinely made to undergo training
or refresher courses; why not judges? Instead of
disciplining one officer at a time, the judiciary must
institutionalise retraining at every level with classes
on precedents, compliance, uniformity in
sentencing, and, above all, bail jurisprudence, as
part of a continuous professional update

packed with quality are enough to weaken the judiciary,
erode public trust, and compromise the rule of law. A
judiciary’s strength is the public’s confidence in its

among them. A judiciary that is fighting crippling
backlogs, outdated laws and procedures, and a shortage of
resources, and inadequate infrastructure can continue to

programme. The only way to ensure quality in judgements
is to ensure that quality people are appointed and
standards are maintained through continuous monitoring.

the chaos of Bangalore behind him, to “best idlis,
dosas and coffee”.

Traipsing along Manipur's faultline with an eye closed

A report on Manipur’s ethnic strife by a civil liberties organisation is riddled with holes. By not verifying arquments, it places contested claims, half-truths and lies on the table

The nearly-700-page report on Manipur’s ethnic
crisis by the People’s Union for Civil Liberties or
PUCL has two cautionary notes for research
writing and publishing. One, written and published
words tend to live on even after their contents have
been proven inaccurate or false. There are always
some who would cite and give them new life. Two,
in motivated research, the legal principle of audi
alteram partem, or hearing all parties before
making judgement, is often forsaken. The PUCL
report is replete with instances of both.Two
examples should illustrate the point. On page 362, a
testimony by an unnamed Meitei journalist claims:
“We have a journalists’ union, the All Manipur
Working Journalists’ Union (AMWJU). This union
has a decisive role—on how to carry a story, how to
kill a story. It operates like ‘godi media’ and they
are pro-Biren Singh.” Another voice adds that there
are journalists who refuse these consensual lines,
indicating he/she is one such: “I have been warned,
threatened, a gun has been put on my head,” adding
he was arrested twice, and cases were slapped on
his organisation. He further indicates his
membership with AMWIJU was rejected as his
organisation was not recognised by the union on the
point that only “private limited companies can run
TV channels and digital media”.Considering that
these allegations are slanderous, should PUCL not
have given AMWIU a chance to explai before
publishing these voices?This columnist is familiar
with the background of these issues. For instance,
the stipulation of admitting digital media
journalists only if their employer organisation is a
private limited company is not an independent

The other red flag is the tendency of perpetuating

policy of AMWIJU, but it leans on a November 30,
2022 order of the ministry of information and
broadcasting.The order says only private limited
firms running ‘multi-system operators’ can apply
for an I&B ministry registration. AMWJU used this
to deal with the problem of accommodating an
exponentially increasing number of journalists
in an age anybody with a smartphone can claim
to be a journalist.On the allegation of AMWJU
setting consensual standards for news coverage,
this is not for all news and happens especially in
coverage of factional fights between insurgents.
Member journalists sit together to decide how or
whether to carry such news, and stand together
so that no one ends up alone to face coercion
later. Outrageous as this is, it has to be
understood as a coping mechanism in a
prolonged conflict situation.

published ideas even after they have been
proven false.For example, the PUCL report
refers to a September 2022 report on the
Manipur crisis by the Editors Guild of India to
claim that declaration of reserved and protected
forests has been weaponised to target one
community (pages 108 and 320). When the EGI
made this allegation, a signed clarification was
issued by the then principal chief conservator of
forests, S S Chhabra, explaining there was no
recently-declared reserved or protected forest in
Manipur. The latest declaration for a reserved
forest was on January 4, 1990, and for a protected
forest on June 18, 1979. This clarification has been
ignored in the PUCL report.On page 300, the report

deals with the case of the Churachandpur-
Khoupum protected forest. It claims that 38
villages originally in this 499.06-sq-km forest that
had been declared in 1966 were set to be evicted as
encroachers. The same principal chief
conservator’s clarification had explained that this,

too, was untrue.In 1972, a forest officer ‘set aside’
these 38 villages, though there is no provision for
such action in a protected forest. This ultra vires
setting aside was what was sought to be annulled by
the principal chief conservator in a November 2022
order, which the PUCL report cites as
‘discriminatory’. This annulling, however, does not
mean the 38 villages will face eviction, for existing
villages in a protected forest are allowed to remain
where they were. The problem, on the other hand, is
that the number of villages in the Churachandpur-

Khoupum forest has grown from 38 in 1966 to 191
now. The new villages, hence, can face the prospect
of eviction. Poor research rigour also makes the
PUCL report confuse the difference between a
protected and areserved forest.

No habitation is allowed within reserved forests.

Hence when a forested area is notified as
potentially reserved and there are claims of
villages in the proposed area, a settlement officer
has to confirm the claims and then either ‘set them
aside’, so they are no longer inside the area, or
acquire them after paying due compensation. By
contrast, in a protected forest, human habitation is
allowed; so the question of ‘setting aside’ does not
arise.The thumb rule is that in reserved forests no
human activity is allowed except those expressly
permitted by the forest authorities, and in
protected ones, all activities of the existing
villages are allowed except those expressly
prohibited by the forest authorities. All these had
been clarified, but none of it is reflected in the
PUCLreport.
On the matter of eviction, the official figures are
revealing. Between October 24, 2015, when the
eviction drive began, and April 18, 2023, when the
last eviction took place, there have been a total of
413 households moved out from 24 reserved and
protected forests. Except for a few, such as K
Songjang in Noney district, all others are in valley
districts. Community-wise, count of evicted
households falls as Kuki 59, Meitei 143, Meitei-
Pangal 137, Naga 38, and Nepali 36. This does not
suggest any targeted victimisation that the PUCL
report presumes.
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Bank Holiday Alert: Know

When Banks Will Remain
Shut Between Oct 6 and Oct
12— Check List

New Delhi.(Agency)

Planning to visit your bank next week? You may want
to check the holiday list first! Banks across India will
remain shut on several days due to regional festivals
and RBI-declared holidays. With events like Laxmi
Puja, Karva Chauth, and weekend offs falling close
together, some states might even enjoy a long
weekend. In fact, October 2025 has as many as 21
bank holidays lined up, covering major festivities.

Banks in India, including the State Bank of India (SBI),
do not operate on all Sundays, the second and fourth
Saturdays of each month, and other holidays notified
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).October 6
(Monday): Banks will remain closed in Agartala and
Kolkata for Lakshmi Puja.October 7 (Tuesday):
Banks shut in Bengaluru, Bhubaneshwar,
Chandigarh, and Shimla for Maharshi Valmiki
Jayanti/ Kumar Purnima.October 10 (Friday): Banks
in Shimla will be closed for Karva Chauth.October
11 (Saturday): Second Saturday weekly off — banks
closed across India.October 12 (Sunday): Sunday
weekly holiday —banks closed nationwide.

Whatto Do If You Need Banking on Holidays

Even when banks are closed, you can still use online
and mobile banking services, unless there’s a specific
technical notification. For urgent cash needs, ATMs
remain functional, and digital payment options like
UPI and banking apps work as usual.

FP1 outflow reaches Rs 1.6
lakh cr in 2025: What it
means for Indian market?
Experts explain

New Delhi.(Agency)

Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) remained net sellers
of Indian equities in September, withdrawing Rs
23,885 crore (around USD 2.7 billion) and taking
year-to-date outflow to Rs 1.58 lakh crore (USD 17.6
billion).This marks the third consecutive month of
withdrawals, following heavy outflows of Rs 34,990
crore in August and Rs 17,700 crore in July, data
from depositories showed.

The latest selling was driven by multiple factors, like
US trade and policy shocks — steep tariff hikes of up
to 50 per cent on Indian goods and a one-time USD
100,000 H-1B visa fee, which hurt sentiment toward
export-oriented sectors, especially IT, Himanshu
Srivastava, Principal, Manager Research,
Morningstar Investment Research India, said.

The rupee’s fall to a record low level also added
currency risk, while relatively high valuations of
Indian equities prompted rotation to other Asian
markets, he added.Despite the ongoing sell-off,
some analysts believe conditions may gradually turn
in India’s favour.Vaqarjaved Khan, Senior
Fundamental Analyst at Angel One, noted that
valuations have now become more reasonable and
that factors, such as a cut in GST rates and a pro-
growth monetary policy, could help rekindle foreign
interest.“India remains the fastest-growing major
economy globally,” Khan said, adding that the
upcoming earnings season and macroeconomic data
will play a key role in determining FPI flows in the
near term.Echoing this, Srivastava pointed out that a
sustained FPI turnaround will hinge on tariff clarity,
currency stabilisation, earnings visibility, and a
supportive global rate environment. If these factors
improve, India’s strong structural growth story could
draw foreign investors back selectively.Meanwhile,
debt markets witnessed net inflow, FPIs invested
about Rs 1,085 crore under the general limit and Rs
1,213 crore through the voluntary retention route in
September. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit Investments, observed that FPIs’
strategy of shifting funds from India to other markets
has so far yielded better returns, as Indian equities
have underperformed most global markets over the
pastyear, with one-year returns in negative territory.

RBI has kept possibility of
future rate cuts open: Crisil
Intelligence

Kolkata.(Agency)

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has kept the
possibility of future rate cuts open, with its monetary
policy committee (MPC) sharply revising its
inflation forecast downwards, according to a recent
report by Crisil Intelligence. The central bank had on
October 1 kept its policy interest rate unchanged at
5.5 per cent for the second consecutive time, citing
concerns over tariff uncertainties.The report said the
MPC acknowledged that GDP growth would face
downside risks in the second half of the current
financial year (2025-26), due to the impact of US
tariffs. However, the recent rationalisation of GST
rates will partially offset the overall impact, Crisil
Intelligence said.“Certain labour-intensive sectors
are most vulnerable to the impact of US tariffs and
need policy support. With inflation becoming a less
worry this fiscal, the initiation of US Federal
Reserve’s rate cuts will provide space for the RBI to
cut rates,” the report stated. Since February 2025, the
RBI has reduced the policy rate by 100 basis points.
In its previous policy review in June, it had trimmed
the repo rate by 50 basis points to 5.5 per cent.

The central bank has been tasked by the government to
ensure that Consumer Price Index (CPI)-based retail
inflation remains at 4 per cent with a margin of 2 per
cent on either side. Based on the recommendation of
the MPC, the RBI reduced the repo rate by 25 bps
each in February and April, and 50 basis points in
June amid easing retail inflation.

The retail inflation is trending below 4 per cent since
February this year. It eased to a six-year low of 2.07
per cent in August, aided by an easing of food prices
and favourable base effect.

On October 9, Tata Consultancy Services

India-EU FTA: 14th round of trade talks to begin

on (ctober 6; aim to finalise deal before year-end

MUMBAL (Agency)

India and the European Union (EU) are
gearing up for the 14th round of free trade
agreement (FTA) negotiations in Brussels
on Monday, as both sides aim to smoothen
out the differences and finalise the deal by

the end of the year.

Senior officials from India and the 27-
member bloc will hold a five-day round of
talks, beginning from October 6. An
official said the discussions will aim to
resolve outstanding issues to help
conclude the negotiations at the earliest.

Commerce and industry minister Piyush
Goyal recently expressed confidence that
the two sides will sign the agreement
soon. He is also expected to meet EU
trade commissioner Maros Sefcovic in
South Africa later this month to assess the

with December set as the

deadline to wrap up the talks, PTI
reported. The pact seeks to boost two-way

progress,

commerce and investments.

Last month, Sefcovic and European

pause,

commission agriculture commissioner
Christophe Hansen travelled to India to
meet Goyal and review developments in
the negotiations.The proposed trade pact,
revived in June 2022 after an eight-year
seeks to boost trade and
investment flows between India and the

&

SIP vs RD: Where should your monthly savings go

New Delhi.(Agency)

For most Indian households, setting
aside a fixed amount every month is a
discipline passed down through
generations. Earlier, Recurring
Deposits (RDs) were the default choice
— safe, predictable, and easy to
understand. But with mutual fund SIPs
now becoming mainstream, the
question has shifted from “Should I
save monthly?” to “Where should I
invest monthly — SIP or
RD?”IndiaToday.in spoke to Ranjit
Jha, MD and CEO of Rurash
Financials, and Shubham Gupta, CFA
and Co-founder of Growthvine
Capital, to decode this classic
dilemma.

IT ALL BEGINS WITH YOUR

GOAL

“If the goal is short-term, anything under

three years, RDs clearly win with their
safety and predictability,” says Ranjit
Jha. “But when you’re thinking long
term — five years, ten years or more,
SIPs are demonstrably more beneficial
due to their exposure to equity and the

power of compounding.”Shubham
Gupta puts it simply: “RDs are nothing
but SIPs in fixed deposits. They give
guaranteed returns but rarely beat
inflation. SIPs, on the other hand, give

?
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your money a chance to grow much
faster, if you stay invested patiently.”

THE GAME OF RETURNS: STABLE

VSPOWERFUL

An average RD today offers 4-7%

returns. Decent, but just enough to keep
pace with inflation. But SIPs have
played on a different pitch altogether.

“Over a 5-10 year period, SIPs in well-

managed equity mutual funds have
historically delivered 10-15%
CAGR,” says Jha. “The gap is wide

because RD is fixed-income, while
SIPs participate in the growth of
businesses through equity.”Gupta
agrees, adding, “In the last decade,
SIPs have delivered 15-20%, but even
sustainably, 10-12% is achievable.
RDs grow your savings safely; SIPs
grow your wealth meaningfully.”

TAXATION: THE INVISIBLE

DIFFERENCE

Returns are one thing, but what remains

after tax is what truly counts.

“RD interest is fully taxable every year as

per your income slab,” explains Gupta.
“You pay tax even on accrued income,
even if your RD has not matured.”“In
contrast, SIPs are taxed only at
redemption. If you stay invested for
more than a year, LTCG rate is 12.5%
with an exemption of INR 1.25L in
capital gains each financial year
making the tax rate lower than RDs for
most investors,” he says.Jha points out
another edge, “Additionally, SIPs in
ELSS funds offer a tax deduction under
Section 80C, giving them a clear tax
advantage for long-term investors.”

PFRDA Plans 3 New NPS Pension Schemes To Offer Flexibility,

Assured Returns, And Inflation-Protected Retirement Income

New Delhi.(Agency)
The Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA) has
proposed introducing three new
pension schemes under the National
Pension System (NPS). These new
options aim to offer subscribers greater
flexibility, predictable retirement
income, and partial assurance of
benefits to suit different financial
needs.This scheme will allow retirees
to keep part of their pension corpus
invested in market-linked assets for
potential growth while converting the
rest into a fixed annuity for guaranteed
income. The plan will include a Step-
Up Systematic Withdrawal Plan
(SWP) feature, ensuring a steady
increase in monthly payouts while
maintaining a safety net through
assured returns.Assured Benefit
SchemeDesigned for those seeking
income stability, this plan will
guarantee a fixed pension amount with
inflation protection. The pension
payout will increase every year based

on the Consumer Price Index for
Industrial Workers (CPI-IW), ensuring
retirees’ purchasing power is protected
from inflation over time.

Assured Pension Credit Scheme

Under this proposal, subscribers will
accumulate “pension credits” during
their working years. Each credit will
correspond to a pre-defined monthly
pension amount upon retirement. This
design aims to make post-retirement
income simple, transparent, and
predictable — a clear shift toward a
defined benefit structure.

Why These New Pension Options
Matter

Flexibility: Pensioners can select plans
that match their financial goals —
whether growth-oriented, risk-averse,
or balanced.Predictability: By
introducing assured elements, retirees
will gain better visibility on their post-
retirement income.Inflation
Protection: The assured benefit plan’s
CPI-linked increase ensures income
keeps pace with cost-of-living

changes.Balanced Growth: Combining
market exposure with assured income
can protect wealth against inflation
while generating better long-term
returns.

PFRDA’s Consultation and Next Steps
The PFRDA has released a detailed

consultation paper titled “Enhancing
the National Pension System:
Proposals for Flexible, Assured, and
Predictable Pension Schemes.” It is
currently open for public feedback
from subscribers, pension funds, and
financial experts until October
31.After the review, PFRDA is
expected to finalize the framework and
seek approval from the Finance
Ministry before rollout.The proposed
pension schemes could mark a major
reform in India’s retirement planning
landscape. By combining flexibility,
assurance, and inflation protection, the
new framework is designed to help
India’s growing retired population
secure a stable and sustainable income
stream — without fully.

EU. Earlier talks were suspended in 2013
over disagreements on market access.

The EU is pressing for steep tariff cuts on
automobiles and medical devices, lower
taxes on products such as wine, spirits,
meat and poultry, and stronger
intellectual property protections. For

India, the deal could make its exports,
including ready-made garments,
pharmaceuticals, steel, petroleum
products and electrical machinery,
more competitive in the European
market, according to .Negotiations
cover 23 policy areas, including goods
and services trade, investment, sanitary
and phytosanitary measures, technical
barriers to trade, rules of origin,
customs and trade facilitation,
competition, trade remedies,
government procurement, dispute
settlement, intellectual property rights,
geographical indications and
sustainable development.
The EU is currently India’s largest trading
partner for goods. Bilateral trade
reached $136.53 billion in 202425, with
Indian exports worth $75.85 billion and
imports worth $60.68 billion. The bloc
accounts for around 17% of India’s total
exports, while India makes up 9% of the
EU’s global exports.

PAN Card Misuse: Here’s How
To Check If A Loan Has Been
Taken In Your Name

New Delhi.(Agency)

New Delhi: Loan frauds and identity thefts are on
the rise, and one of the biggest risks is someone
taking a loan in your name using your PAN card.
Since your PAN is directly linked to your credit
history, any loan whether you applied for it or not
will show up in your credit report and could hurt
your credit score. The good news is, there are
simple ways to check if your PAN has been
misused and steps you can take to protect
yourself. The easiest way to find out if a loan has
been taken in your name is by reviewing your
credit report. Credit bureaus like CIBIL,
Experian, Equifax, and CRIF High Mark
maintain records of all loans and credit cards
linked to your PAN. You can request a free annual
credit report by verifying your PAN and mobile
number. Once you have it, carefully check for any
accounts or loans you don’t recognize.

2. Watch Out for Red Flags
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While reviewing your report, look for loans or
credit cards you didn’t apply for, incorrect
account numbers, unfamiliar lender names, or
new hard inquiries you didn’t authorize. These
could indicate that someone has misused your
PAN. If you spot multiple suspicious entries, act
immediately to prevent further damage to your
credit.

3. What to Do if You Find a Fake Loan

If you discover a fraudulent loan, notify the lender
and dispute the record with the credit bureau that
reported it—most allow online disputes. You will
need to provide proof of identity, details of the
loan, and a signed affidavit. Additionally, file a
complaint with your local cybercrime police cell
along with evidence of PAN misuse.4. Prevent
Future PAN Misuse

Never share your PAN on unsafe websites, apps, or
forwards. Avoid sharing it publicly or handing it
over unnecessarily. If your PAN is lost, apply fora
reprint and monitor your credit report in the
following months. Use strong passwords for
financial accounts and enable SMS or email alerts
for loans or credit linked to your PAN.

Earnings Season, US Shutdown, FOMC Minutes
Likely To Drive Indian Markets Next Week

(TCS) and Tata Elxsi are scheduled to

release their September quarter results.

Meanwhile, the IPQ market will also
attract investors’ attention. The Tata
Capital IPQ is set to open next week,

while updates regarding LG Electronics’

IPQ are also expected to influence

market sentiment.
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New Delhi.(Agenc

The coming week will be crucial for Indian
stock markets as key triggers such as Q2
earnings, the US government shutdown,
FOMC minutes, and other major
economic data are likely to determine
market trends. Starting next week,
companies will begin announcing their
financial results for the July-September
quarter (Q2).0On October 9, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) and Tata
Elxsi are scheduled to release their
September quarter results. Meanwhile,
the IPO market will also attract investors’

attention. The Tata Capital IPO is set to
open next week, while updates regarding
LG Electronics’ IPO are also expected to
influence market sentiment.The minutes
of the US Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) will be released,
providing detailed insights into the
discussions held during the meeting on
September 1617 regarding interest rate
decisions. Global investors are closely

Democrats

watching the US government shutdown,
which is likely to continue into next week
amid the funding standoff between
and
Republicans.Commenting on the
technical outlook, analysts said that on the
weekly timeframe, Bank Nifty continues
to hold firm above the 20-week EMA,
suggesting sustained strength and
supporting the broader bullish undertone.

=== “If selling pressure re-emerges and the
index decisively breaks below 55,140,
further downside towards 55,000 and
53,832 (200-day EMA) may unfold. On
the upside, immediate resistance is placed
at 55,850, followed by 56,000 and
56,400,” analysts added.

“On the daily timeframe, Nifty found
strong support near the 24,600 zone and
rebounded higher, posting two
consecutive green candles, which reflects
renewed buying interest and improving
sentiment,” they added.Meanwhile,
Indian stock markets performed well in
the previous week. The Nifty gained 239
points, or 0.97 per cent, to close at 24,894,
while the Sensex rose 780 points, or 0.97
per cent, to end at 81,207.Between
September 29 and October 3, the Nifty
PSU Bank index topped the sectoral chart
with a4.43 per centrise, followed by Nifty
Metal (up 3.93 per cent), Nifty Private
Bank (up 2.53 per cent), Nifty Media (up
1.87 per cent), and Nifty PSE (up 2.77 per
cent).Buying interest was also seen in
midcap and smallcap segments. The Nifty
Midcap 100 index climbed 1,124 points,
or 2 per cent, to close at 57,503, while the
Nifty Smallcap 100 index advanced 317
points, or 1.81 per cent, to settle at 17,787.
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Drug watchdog wants action against Coldrif
makers under serious offences: Report

Agency New Delhi.
The Central Drugs Standard Control

The action has
Organisation (CDSCO) will direct the Tamil

been taken in
the wake of

take strict action against the '
makers of Coldrif syrup under the
most serious offences, following
the deaths of nine children
allegedly due to consumption of
contaminated cough syrups,

suspicion
Iinkin ihe deaih official sources told news agency
ANL

of 11 children in The Union Health Secretary will
convene a video conference with
Madhya

principal secretaries, health
secretaries, and drug controllers
Pradesh and from all states and Union
Rajasthan with
this Coldrif

Territories to discuss the rational
use of cough syrups and drug
cough syrup.

quality, sources added.The
CDSCO has launched risk-based
inspections of drug manufacturing units in six
states - Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, and
Maharashtra — after collecting 19 samples,

including cough syrups, antipyretics, and
antibiotics, amid deaths of 11 children in
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.

Nadu Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to A multidisciplinary team, including experts from

the National Institute of Virology, Indian
Council of Medical Research, National
Environmental Engineering Research Institute,
CDSCO, and AIIMS-Nagpur, is analysing the

samples to determine the cause of deaths in and
around Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh.

Earlier this week, the CDSCO said six of its
tested samples and three tested by the Madhya

Pradesh Food and Drugs Administration
were free of Diethylene Glycol (DEG)
and Ethylene Glycol (EG), toxic
compounds known to cause serious
kidney damage.

"The six drug samples tested by CDSCO
which did not show the presence of
DEG/EG were of other drugs and syrups
including antibiotics, antipyretics and
Ondansetron, consumed by the children
who fell ill in the Chhindwara district of
Madhya Pradesh," news agency PTI
quoted a source as saying.

Officials clarified that these samples did
not include the two cough syrups under
scrutiny, including Coldrif,

In response, states including Kerala,

Tamil Nadu, and Madhya Pradesh have banned
the sale of Coldrif syrup, while Telangana has
issued a public alert advising people to stop
using the product.

After Private Fact-Finding - AAP names industrialist Ilaj'illlll‘ G“ﬂta

Report On Ladakh, Chief

for Punjab Rajya Sabha bypoll

Secretary's Response

Agency New Delhi.

AAP has chosen industrialist Rajinder Gupta for Punjab's Rajya Sabha bypoll, filling the seat left
vacant by Sanjeev Arora ofter the Assembly by-election.

Ladakh Chief Secretary Pawan Kotwal has held "certain
sections" responsible for working to sabotage talks
after they realised the dialogue process would be able
to meet most of the demands of the people of Ladakh.

The core demands include having a legislature in the
Union Territory and bringing the mountainous region
under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, which
provides for the administration of tribal areas through
an autonomous governance structure.Many issues
were being addressed through talks between the
Centre's high-powered committee (HPC) and the two
organisations, Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil
Democratic Alliance (KDA), Kotwal said.Certain
sections worked in a negative manner and sabotaged
the dialogue process for personal and political gains at
the cost of the interests of Ladakh, the Chief Secretary
said, adding these sections with a premeditated
approach aimed to derail the process, continued with
hunger strike despite scheduled talks and misled the
people.

A combination of these factors led to a law and order
situation on September 24, and subsequent unfortunate
developments of loss of four precious lives, said the
Chief Secretary of the Union Territory (UT) formed in
August 2019 after the Centre scrapped special status to
Jammu and Kashmir and divided the state into two Uts.

Investigating agencies have got evidence, and more will
come out, the Chief Secretary said in a detailed
response today after some groups held a press
conference to announce a fact-finding report they have
prepared on Ladakh.

However, such fact-finding exercises by individuals and
groups - not a formal, court-monitored one - are often
criticised by their opponents as lacking in accuracy and
objectivity when claims are contested. The fact-finding
report, released in Delhi today in the presence of
Samajwadi Party MP Iqra Hasan, was jointly prepared
by the Socialist Party (India), the National Alliance of
People's Movements (NAPM), and Hum Bharat Ke
Log.

Manipur BJP MLAs In Delhi To
Meet Central Leaders, Seek
Government Formation

Agency New Delhi.
BJP MLAs and leaders from Manipur including former

chief minister N Biren Singh will meet the party's
central leaders to discuss the formation of a popular
government in the state.Before leaving for Delhi, N
Biren Singh told reporters at Imphal International
Airport that a delegation is going to Delhi to meet
central leaders."Would urge the central leaders to
facilitate the formation of a new popular government,
resolve the crisis faced by internally displaced persons
and reopen key highways at the earliest," he
said.Former ministers Sapam Ranjan Singh and
Heikham Dingo Singh, and BJP MLA Tongbram
Robindro Singh accompanied the former chief minister
to Delhi on Saturday.The same day, a group of MLAs
including former minister Leishangthem Susindro
Meitei, Thangjam Arunkumar and Lourembam
Rameshwor Meetei, all BJP MLAs, separately lefl

Agency New Delhi.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on Sunday

Trident Group chairman Rajinder
Gupta as its candidate for the Rajya
Sabha bypoll in Punjab.The seat
fell vacant following the
resignation of Sanjeev Arora,
who contested and won an
Assembly bypoll from Ludhiana
West and later became a minister -
in the Punjab government.
Rajinder Gupta is expected to
file his nomination in the Punjab =
Assembly later today, reportedly
in the presence of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann."The Political 2
Affairs Committee (PAC) of

Aam Aadmi Party hereby

announces to nominate Shri Rajinder
Gupta as a candidate for election to the

the Legislative Assembly of Punjab,"

Agency New Delhi.
Trinamool Congress leader Kunal
Ghosh, who created a flutter in
political circles with a cryptic
Facebook post, on Saturday
pledged his loyalty to party
supremo and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, saying
he would never quit the party
despite challenges.Ghosh,
journalist-turned-TMC
spokesperson, had hinted at an
alleged internal discontent in his
earlier post, saying thateven ifa "very
strong heavyweight figure" disliked
him, it did not concern him as he
enjoyed a strong bond with "Didi"
(Mamata Banerjee).In the post, he
had also warned, "If my tail is set on
fire like Hanuman'’s, I will set Lanka

the party said in its official
announcement,

officially announced industrialist and Earlier, Kamal Oswal of the Oswal

Group was seen as the frontrunner for
the seat, but sources say Gupta's name

emerged during the final weeks of
deliberation.

Rajya Sabha by the elected members of The nomination process for the Punjab

Rajya Sabha bypoll will begin on

ablaze," as "ordinary party workers
must keep vigil on leaders.”

Ghosh, who had in the past criticised

veteran TMC MP Sudip
Bandyopadhyay before the Lok
Sabha polls and been vocal against
actor-turned-MP Dev on social media
and in press meets, however, softened
his stand on Saturday after getting a
letter from Mamata Banerjee wishing
him on the occasion of Bijoya

October 6 and voting for the lone seat

will be held on October 24. With AAP

having an overwhelming majority in
the 117-member state Assembly,

Tajinder Gupta is most likely to grab a
seat in the Upper House.

Rajinder Gupta stepped down as
vice-chairman of the State
Economic Policy and Planning
Board and as chairperson of the
Kali Devi Temple Advisory
Committee, sparking speculation
about his potential AAP
candidacy in the bypoll.

Rajinder Gupta, chairman emeritus
of Trident Group, has also served
as president of the Punjab
Cricket Association. Gupta's
contributions to the industry

have been recognised with several

accolades, including the Padma Shri
award in 2007 for his service in trade
and industry.

Even if suffocated, won't quit Trinamool:
Kunal Ghosh rules out exit buzz

Dashami.

Attaching an image of Banerjee's letter,
he said, "I had first come in contact
with her in 1987 and during the long
association, I was showered with her
blessings and affection. Many could
not digest this, and I went through the
most difficult phase of my life. But
never thought of quitting the party,"
he said.The former Rajya Sabha MP
added: "I see a new arena where I can
play not as an individual but as part of
ateam,

I may not clearly see the outcome yet,
but I'm preparing to walk to the
crease with my head held high.
Whether you join me on the field,
watch from the gallery, oron TV—be
with me. 1 promise an exciting
match."

Emergency engine deploys
on UK-bound Air India
flight, airline says all safe

Agency New Delhi.

An Air India Boeing Dreamliner 787-8 aircraft
operating from Amritsar to Birmingham was
grounded in the UK after its emergency turbine,
the Ram Air Turbine (RAT), deployed mid-
descent on Saturday. The incident occurred on
flight AT117, which was on its final approach to
Birmingham.“The landing was safe in
Birmingham. All electrical and hydraulic
components were found to be working normally,"
confirms Air India.

The Ram Air Turbine system is a tiny fan-like
device that deploys automatically when an
aircraft loses power, usually in cases where all
engines stop running. The fan uses the incoming
wind to generate emergency power.

Notably, the same aircraft model, Boeing
Dreamliner 787-8, was earlier involved in the
Ahmedabad plane crash in June this year, in which
the RAT had also deployed. The interim probe
report in that case found that a fuel supply cutoff
led to engine shutdowns, triggering the
emergency mechanism,

According to Air India, “The operating crew of
flight AI117 from Amritsar to Birmingham on
October 4 detected deployment of the Ram Air
Turbine (RAT) of the aircraft during its final
approach. All electrical and hydraulic parameters
were found normal, and the aircraft performed a
safe landing at Birmingham. The aircraft has been
grounded for further checks and consequently,
All14 from Birmingham to Delhi has been
cancelled, and alternative arrangements are being
made to accommodate the guests. At Air India, the
safety of passengers and crew remains top
priority.”

The airline confirmed that all electrical and
hydraulic systems were functioning normally
upon landing. However, as per standard operating
procedures, the aircraft has been grounded for
detailed inspection.

Left with no hope: UP man
jumps into river with 4
children after wife elopes

Agency New Delhi.
A man and his four children allegedly jumped into

the Yamuna River in Uttar Pradesh after his wife
eloped with another man, police said on
Saturday.According to police, the man,
identified as Salman, took the extreme step
following a dispute with his wife on Friday.
Before taking the plunge, he recorded a video
and sent it to his sister, Gulista, in which he held
his wife, Khushnuma, and her lover
responsible.The video has since surfaced online.

On Saturday, Gulista approached the police, who
immediately reached the spot and launched a
rescue operation with the help of
divers.Additional Superintendent of Police
Santosh
Kumar N B
Singh said
the children
W ere
identified
as Mahak
(12), Shifa
(5). Aman
(3), and an
& i g hit=
month-old
infant,
Inaisha,

Family
members
told police
that Salman and Khushnuma had been married
for 15 years, but frequent disputes had
intensified in recent months.

The latest quarrel reportedly took place on Friday,
after which Khushnuma eloped with her
boyfriend. Later that day, Salman took his four
children to the Yamuna bridge and jumped into
the river.“Further investigation is underway,”
Singh added.

-

Cyclone Shakhti moving away from

Maharashtra coast, to weaken after October 6
Coastal districts of Maharashtra, including Mumbai, Thane, Palghar, Raigad, Ratnagiri, and Sindhudurg, have been on high to moderate alert

due to strong winds, heavy rains, and rough seas, with fishermen warned not to venture out.

Imphal for Delhi.

Speaker Thokchom Satyabrata Singh, former minister Agency New Delhi.

~ Authorities have cautioned fishermen not

Govindas Konthoujam and MLAs Kongkham
Robindro, Sapam Kunjakeshwor, Thounaojam
Shyamkumar and Karam Shyam are also expected to
leave Imphal on Sunday.The state had a BIP-led
coalition government headed by Biren Singh before the
imposition of President's rule on February 13 this year.

Singh quit the chief ministerial post on February 9, four
days before the President's rule was imposed in the state
due to prolonged ethnic violence, which broke out on
May 3, 2023.The 60-member Manipur assembly is
under suspended animation and has a tenure till 2027.

Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla is already in
Delhi. Bhalla, a former Home Secretary, met Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on Saturday and called on Vice
President CP Radhakrishnan on Friday.

Senior government officials in Manipur including Chief
Secretary Puneet Kumar Goel and Commissioner-cum-
Secretary (Home) N Ashok Kumar have also left for
Delhi. The purpose of their visit has not been disclosed.

Severe Cyclonic Storm (SCS) Shakhti
over the northwest Arabian Sea is
steadily moving west-southwest and is
expected to reach the northwest Arabian
Sea by Sunday evening (October 5), the
India Meteorological Department (IMD)
said in its latest update late Saturday

night.

The storm, located about 320 km cast-

southeast of Ras Al Hadd in Oman, is
forecast to recurve eastwards from
October 6 and gradually weaken as it
moves further over the Arabian Sea.

The IMD had earlier warned of heavy rain,
strong winds, and rough sea conditions
along Maharashtra’s coastline as the
cyclone intensified. Disaster
management authorities have been asked
to stay vigilant, and evacuation plans

have been put in place in low-lying
coastal areas.Mumbai, Thane, Palghar,
Raigad, Ratnagiri, and Sindhudurg
districts remain under high to moderate
alert until October 7. Wind speeds of

45-55 kmph, gusting up to 65 kmph,
have already been recorded along the
northern Maharashtra coast, and
conditions are expected to worsen as the
system moves westwards.

to venture into the sea, while residents in
vulnerable coastal areas are being
advised to remain alert for tidal surges
and localised flooding. Sea conditions
along and off the Gujarat—north
Maharashtra and Pakistan coasts are
expected to remain rough to very rough
through Sunday.Named by Sri Lanka,
Cyclone Shakhti initially tracked
westward before shifting west-
southwest. On Friday evening, it was
positioned roughly 300 km west of
Dwarka, 330 km south-southwest of
Karachi, and 360 km west of Porbandar,
moving at about 8 kmph.The weather
system is expected to lose intensity after
October 6 as it moves castwards over the
Arabian Sea, though the IMD has urged
coastal communities.
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Death toll from Indonesia
school collapse rises to 37;
26 still missing

SIDOARJO. (Agency)

The death toll from an Indonesian school collapse rose
to 37 on Sunday, officials said, as rescuers recovered
more victims buried under the rubble. Part of the
multi-storey building on Indonesia's Java island
suddenly collapsed on Monday as students gathered
for afternoon prayers.

"As of Sunday morning, the number of recovered
victims was 141 people. 104 were in safe condition,
37 were dead," national search and rescue agency
operations director Yudhi Bramantyo said in a
statement. He added that 26 people were still missing.
The death toll included a body part that rescuers
retrieved from the rubble on Saturday, Yudhi said.

The recovery operation was around "60 percent"
complete, national disaster agency official Budi
Irawan told reporters, adding that he hoped it would
be concluded soon.Our hope is that by tomorrow
everything will be levelled and we can determine the
approximate number of victims who are in the
rubble," Budi said in a livestreamed press conference.

Local search and rescue agency head Nanang Sigit
confirmed the death toll of 37 in a separate statement.

Investigators have been looking into the cause of the
collapse, but initial signs pointed to substandard
construction, according to experts. The rescue
operation was complex because vibrations in one
place could affect other areas, officials said.

But the families of the missing agreed on Thursday for
heavy equipment to be used, after the 72-hour
"golden period" for the best chance of survival came
toanend.

Gaza civil defence says at
least 57 killed in Israeli
strikes since dawn as Trump
urges Israel to halt attacks

GAZA. (Agency)

Gaza’s civil defence agency said Israeli bombardment
had killed at least 57 people since dawn on Saturday,
even after US President Donald Trump urged Israel
to halt its attacks on the territory." The death toll from
the ongoing Israeli bombardment since dawn today
stands at 57, including 40 in Gaza City alone,"
Mahmud Bassal, spokesman for the agency under
Hamas authority, told AFP.Media restrictions in
Gaza and difficulties in accessing many areas mean
AFP is unable to independently verify the tolls and
details provided by the civil defence agency or the
Israeli military.Bassal said the victims in Gaza City
included 18 people who were killed in an Israeli
strike targeting the home of the Abdul Aal family in
the city's Al-Tuffa neighbourhood.Mohammed Abu
Salmiya, head of Gaza's main Al-Shifa Hospital, had
earlier told AFP that at least 39 people had been
killed since dawn, including dozens in Gaza City.

"Since President Trump called on Israel to stop
bombing Gaza, Israel has actually escalated its
attacks," said Mahmud Al-Ghazi, 39, a resident of
Al-Rimal neighbourhood in Gaza City.

"Today, Israel bombed several homes full of civilians,
like the Abdul Aal family home...The shelling
continues with artillery and drones dropping bombs
on civilians' homes and directly targeting people," he
said."Who will stop Israel now? We need the
negotiations to move faster to stop this genocide and
the ongoing bloodshed," he added.Israeli media
reported that the military had shifted to a defensive
posture in Gaza following Trump's call, though the
military did not confirm this to AFP.

Ukraine says Russian strikes
kill one, Poland scrambles
jets

KYIV. (Agency)

.Ukraine said on Sunday that a Russian attack on
Zaporizhzhia had killed one person, as Poland said it
had scrambled jets to secure its airspace.Ivan Fedorov,

the head of the southeastern Ukrainian region, said on
Telegram that a Russian "combined strike" had killed
a woman and wounded nine other people.A 16-year-
old girl was among those receiving "necessary
assistance" from medical personnel after the attack,
Fedorov said.He posted photos, seemingly from the
site of the attack, showing a partly destroyed multi-
storey block and a burnt-out car. A nationwide air alert
was in place across Ukraine as of 4:09 am (0109
GMT).Poland's armed forces said on X that they had
mobilised planes and put ground defences on high
alert to secure the country's airspace, especially in
areas close to Ukraine.

The mayor of Lviv, a western Ukrainian city near the
border with Poland, said public transport routes were
not operating due to a "massive enemy attack".

Public transport in Ivano-Frankivsk, another western
city, would "start running later than usual" on Sunday,
its mayor said.Russia has also stepped up its attacks
on Ukraine's energy infrastructure as the weather
chills.Fedorov said on Sunday that Russia's overnight
attack left "more than 73,000 consumers... without
electricity" in Zaporizhzhia, and the Lviv mayor said
part of the city had no power.
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What to expect as Syria goes to the polls
for the first time since Assad's ouster

Despite not being a popular vote, the
election results will likely be taken
as a barometer of how serious the
interim authorities are about
inclusivity, particularly of women
and minorities.

BEIRUT. Agency)

Syria is holding parliamentary elections on
Sunday for the first time since the fall of the
country’s longtime autocratic leader,
Bashar Assad, who was unseated in a rebel
offensive in December.Under the 50-year
rule of the Assad dynasty, Syria held
regular elections in which all Syrian
citizens could vote. But in practice, the
Assad-led Baath Party always dominated
the parliament, and the votes were widely
regarded as sham elections.Outside
election analysts said the only truly
competitive part of the process came before
election day — with the internal primary

At least 18 dead in rain-triggered
disaster in Eastern Nepal

system in the Baath Party, when party
members jockeyed for positions on the list.
The elections to be held on Sunday, however,
will not be a fully democratic process either.
Rather, most of the People’s Assembly
seats will be voted on by electoral colleges
in each district, while one-third of the seats
will be directly appointed by interim

President Ahmad al-Sharaa.Despite not |

being a popular vote, the election results
will likely be taken as a barometer of how
serious the interim authorities are about

inclusivity, particularly of women and |

minorities.Here’s a breakdown of how the
elections will work and what to watch.

How the system works

The People’s Assembly has 210 seats, of
which two-thirds will be elected on Sunday
and one-third appointed. The elected seats
are voted upon by electoral colleges in
districts throughout the country, with the
number of seats for each district distributed
by population.In theory, a total of 7,000
electoral college members in 60 districts —
chosen from a pool of applicants in each
district by committees appointed for the

purpose —should vote for 140 seats.
However, the elections in Sweida province
and in areas of the northeast controlled by
the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces
have been indefinitely postponed due to
tensions between the local authorities in
those areas and the central government in

Damascus, meaning that those seats will
remain empty.In practice, therefore, around
6,000 electoral college members will vote
in 50 districts for about 120 seats.The
largest district is the one containing the city
of Aleppo, where 700 electoral college

members will vote to fill 14 seats, followed
by the city of Damascus, with 500 members
voting for 10 seats.All candidates come
from the membership of the electoral
colleges.Following Assad’s ouster, the
interim authorities dissolved all existing
political parties, most of which were
closely affiliated with the Assad
government, and have not yet set up a
system for new parties to register, so all
candidates are running as individuals.

Why no popular vote

The interim authorities have said that it
would be impossible to create an accurate
voter registry and conduct a popular vote at
this stage, given that millions of Syrians
were internally or externally displaced by
the country's nearly 14-year civil war and
many have lost personal documents.

This parliament will have a 30-month term,
during which the government is supposed
to prepare the ground for a popular vote in
the next elections.The lack of a popular
vote has drawn criticism of being
undemocratic, but some analysts say the
government's reasons are legitimate.

Greta Thunberg 'dragged
by hair, forced to wear

KATHMANDU. (Agency)

Atleast 18 people have lost thier lives in

flooding and landslide incidents in
Ilam of Eastern Nepal over the last 24
hours, police said on Sunday morning.

According to the Koshi Province Police

Office's Spokesperson SSP Deepak
Pokhrel, at least 5 people were dead in
landslide in Suryodaya Municipality,
3 in Mangsebung Municipality, 6 in
Ilam Municipality till this morning.
Likewise, three people are dead in
Deumai Municipality whereas
another one in Fakfokthum village
council.

"The death toll might go high as we are

assessing the damage. We only have
the preliminary details of the damages
and losses as of now," SSP Pokhrel
told ANI over phone.As of now, all
three tiers of security agencies- Nepal
Army, Armed Police Force and the
Nepal Police has been deployed on
site.They have been deployed to
evacuate residents from floodplains
within Kathmandu valley as rivers
continue to swell following heavy
downpours and warnings of further

rainfall.Security agencies launched
search and evacuation operations on
Saturday morning in settlements along
the major rivers flowing through the
valley. Personnel conducted door-to-

door searches, helped residents move
out, and assisted in relocating
belongings to safer places.The
Department of Hydrology and
Meteorology reported rising water
levels in the Bagmati, Hanumante,
Manohara, Dhobi Khola, Bishnumati,

Nakkhu, and Balkhu rivers.

Authorities warned that flooding could

reach roadside areas and enter

settlements. Residents and motorists
were urged to avoid travelling along
riverbanks due to the risk of inundation.

Forecasts indicate a very high risk of
flooding and landslides in several
districts, including Sunsari, Udaypur,
Saptari, Siraha, Dhanusha,
Mabhottari, Sarlahi, Rautahat, Bara,
Parsa, Sindhuli, Dolakha,
Ramechhap, Sindhupalchok,
Kavrepalanchok, Kathmandu,
Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Makwanpur,
and Chitwan.

Nepal had earlier braced for an above-
average monsoon this year, but the
rainfall pattern has shifted. The
monsoon season usually runs from
June to the end of September, but

reactivation has triggered downpours

even during the withdrawal phase.The

National Disaster Risk Reduction and

Management Authority (NDRRMA)

has predicted that around two million

(1,997,731) people from 457,145

households could be affected by

monsoon-related disasters this year.

Gen Z protests are shaking
Morocco. Here's what to know

RABAT . (Agency)

. Demonstrations in more than a dozen

cities have jolted Morocco for a week
straight, with the young people behind
them showing they can translate

digital discontent into a real-world

movement that authorities can’t

ignore.The North African nation is the

latest to be rocked by “Gen Z” protests

against corruption, lack of
opportunity and business as usual.

Similar movements have risen in

countries such as Madagascar, Kenya,

Peru, and Nepal. They differ in origin

but share in common a refusal to go

through institutions like political
parties or unions to be heard.In
Morocco, anger has boiled over
contrasts between government
spending on stadiums in the lead-up to
the 2030 FIFA World Cup and a subpar
health system that lags behind
countries with similarly sized
economies.Here’s what to know:

Sanae Takaichi breaks barriers as Japan’s |

Meet the protestersA leaderless
collective called Gen Z 212 — named
after Morocco’s dialing code — is the
engine behind the protests. Members

debate strategy on Discord, a chat app
popular with gamers and teens. The
core group has about 180,000 members,
but spinoffs have also sprouted,
organizing demonstrations in towns
independently.Like other nations
swept by Gen Z protests, Morocco is
experiencing a youth bulge, with more
than half of the population under 35.
Yet as the country pours billions into

infrastructure and tourism,
unemployment for Moroccans ages
15-24 has climbed to 36%. And with
opportunity lacking, more than half of
Moroccans under 35 say they have
considered emigrating, according to a
June survey from Afrobarometer.

When midweek demonstrations turned

violent, officials said most participants
were minors and rights groups say
many detained were under 18.

What they are protesting
Morocco is Africa’s most visited country,

appealing to tourists from around the
world with its medieval palaces,
bustling markets, and sweeping
mountain and desert landscapes. But
not far from tourist routes, the daily
reality for most of Morocco’s 37
million people includes soaring costs
of living and stagnating wages.The
North African Kingdom has made
significant strides in lifting standards
of living.

Israeli flag’, say activists

Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg was allegedly

The flotilla was intercepted by Israeli forces earlier this

The activists, now back in Istanbul, described conditions

However, Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs dismissed

world.(Agency)

subjected to mistreatment by Israeli authorities
following her detention aboard a flotilla attempting to
deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza, according to
testimonies from several fellow activists, Reuters
reported. Thunberg, along with approximately 137
others from multiple countries, was part of the 'Sumud
Flotilla', a civilian-led initiative aiming to break the
Israeli naval blockade on the Gaza Strip.

week, leading to the detention and subsequent
deportation of its participants.Two activists, Hazwani
Helmi of Malaysia and Windfield Beaver of the United
States, told Reuters that Thunberg was "shoved" and
"forced to wear an Israeli flag" during her detention.

in Israeli custody as "inhumane", claiming detainees
were denied adequate food, water, and access to
medical care.“They treated us like animals,” said
Helmi, 28. “Greta was forced to play a terrorist,” he
added, accusing Israeli authorities of attempting to use
Thunberg for propaganda purposes.Beaver, 43,
corroborated these claims, alleging that Thunberg was
"pushed into a room" as Israel’s far-right National
Security Minister, [tamar Ben-Gvir, arrived. He added
that she was “treated terribly” and “used as
propaganda.”Turkish activist Ersin Celik, speaking to
the news agency alleged that Greta Thunberg was
"dragged by the hair", assaulted, and forced to kiss the
Israeli flag in a bid to intimidate others. “They did
everything imaginable to her, as a warning,” he said.

the allegations as "complete lies", asserting that all
detainees were "safe and in good health" and that the
state was working to expedite the deportations.In a
separate development, The Guardian reported that the
Swedish foreign ministry had sent an internal email to
Thunberg’s associates, detailing her account from
detention.The email, quoting a consular official who
visited the activist in custody, stated that she had
complained of dehydration, inadequate food and water,
and poor hygiene. Thunberg also alleged that she had
developed skin rashes from bedbugs in her cell and
endured long periods of sitting on hard surfaces.The
email also referred to reports from another unnamed
detainee, who claimed that Thunberg had been forced
to hold flags while being photographed.The detained
activists, who arrived in Istanbul on Saturday,
included nationals from the United States, United Arab
Emirates, Algeria, Morocco, Italy, Kuwait, Libya,
Malaysia, Mauritania, Switzerland, Tunisia, and
Jordan, in addition to 36 Turkish citizens, according to
Turkish foreign ministry officials.

irst female ruling

party leader- a conservative star in a male-dominated group

As Rakaichi tried out the party
president's chair and posed for
photo as is customary for the
newly elected leader, she said,
"Now that the LDP has its first
female president, its scenery will
change a little.”

TOKYO. (Agency)

In a country that ranks poorly internationally
for gender equality, the new president of
Japan's long-governing Liberal
Democrats, and likely next prime minister,
is an ultra-conservative star of a male-
dominated party that critics call an obstacle
to women's advancement.Sanae Takaichi,
64. admires former British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher and is a proponent of
former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's
conservative vision for Japan.Takaichi is
the first female president of Japan's

predominantly male ruling party that has
dominated Japan's postwar politics almost
without interruption.She hardly touched on
gender issues during the campaign, but on
Saturday, as she tried out the party
president's chair and posed for a photo
as is customary for the newly elected
leader, Takaichi said: "Now that the
LDP has its first female president, its
scenery will change a little.First elected
to parliament from her hometown of
Nara in 1993, she has served in key
party and government posts, including
minister of economic security, internal ¢
affairs and gender equality.Female
lawmakers in the conservative Liberal
Democratic Party who were given
limited ministerial posts have often
been shunned as soon as they spoke up
about diversity and gender equality.
Takaichi has stuck with old-fashioned
views favored by male party
heavyweights.Takaichi also admits she is a
workaholic who would rather study at
home instead of socializing. After
unsuccessfully running for party
presidency twice in the past, she made

efforts to be more sociable to build
connections as advised, she said.

But on Saturday, as she called for an all-out
effort to rebuild the party and regain public
support, she asked all party lawmakers to

“work like a horse.” Then she added, “T will
abandon the word ‘work-life balance.’ I
will work, work, work and work."

The “work-life balance” quickly trended on
social media, triggering mixed reactions —
support for her enthusiasm and concern
about her work ethic.Women comprise

only about 15% of Japan’s lower house, the
more powerful of the two parliamentary
chambers. Only two of Japan’s 47
prefectural governors are women.
A drummer in a heavy-metal band and a
motorbike rider as a student, Takaichi
has called for a stronger military, more
fiscal spending for growth, promotion
of nuclear fusion, cybersecurity and
tougher policies on immigration.She
vowed to drastically increase female
ministers in her government. But
experts say she might actually set back
women’s advancement because as
leader she would have to show loyalty
to influential male heavyweights. If not,
she risks a short-lived
leadership.Takaichi has backed
financial support for women's health
and fertility treatment as part of the LDP
policy of having women serve in their
traditional roles of being good mothers and
wives. But she also recently acknowledged
her struggles with menopausal symptoms
and stressed the need to educate men about
female health to help women at school and
work.
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Gautam Gambhir's
favourite: Srikkanth's dig
at India player after
Australia selection

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India cricketer Kris Srikkanth took a
light-hearted dig at Harshit Rana after the
Delhi fast bowler was selected for both the
ODI and T20I squads for the upcoming tour
of Australia. Rana, who has enjoyed
consistent backing from coach Gautam
Gambhir, seems to have become a regular
fixture in the side — something Srikkanth
found amusing.Speaking on his YouTube
channel, the 1983 World Cup winner joked
that Harshit Rana is clearly Gambhir’s
favourite player and, apart from captain
Shubman Gill, is the first name on the team
sheet. Rana, who made his ODI debut earlier

this year against England, has stayed in the
squad in Jasprit Bumrah’s absence.Bumrah,
who recently played the Asia Cup and the
West Indies Tests back-to-back, has been
rested for the ODI leg of the Australian
tour."Harshit Rana is a permanent because he
is Gautam Gambhir's favourite. He is always
a certainty and the first name on the team
sheet after Shubman Gill," Srikkanth
quipped following the squad announcement.

India ODI squad for Australia tour:

Shubman Gill (Captain), Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli, Shreyas Iyer (Vice-Captain), Axar
Patel, KL Rahul (WK), Nitish Kumar Reddy,
Washington Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit
Rana, Mohammed Siraj, Arshdeep Singh,
Prasidh Krishna, Dhruv Jurel (WK),
Yashasvi Jaiswal.

India T201 squad for Australia tour:

Suryakumar Yadav (Captain), Abhishek
Sharma, Shubman Gill (Vice-Captain), Tilak
Varma, Nitish Kumar Reddy, Shivam Dube,
Axar Patel, Jitesh Sharma (WK), Varun
Chakaravarthy, Jasprit Bumrah, Arshdeep
Singh, Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit Rana, Sanju
Samson (WK), Rinku Singh, Washington
Sundar.Reacting to other selections,
Srikkanth raised questions about Nitish
Kumar Reddy’s inclusion in the ODI squad.
He argued that Reddy isn’t a proper all-
rounder and would struggle on Australian
pitches.”Where did Nitish Kumar Reddy
come from? If you ask them, they'll say he's
Hardik Pandya's replacement.

Suryakumar Yadav
reveals biggest regret:
Wanted to play under MS
Dhoni's captaincy

MILAN . (Agency)

India T20I captain Suryakumar Yadav has
revealed a personal regret in his cricketing
career: never having had the opportunity to
play under the legendary MS Dhoni.
Speaking after leading India to an unbeaten
Asia Cup triumph in Dubai last week,
Suryakumar reflected on missing the chance
to represent the national side under the
iconic 'Captain Cool'. Although he has faced
Dhoni on numerous occasions in the
lucrative Indian Premier League,
Suryakumar has used those encounters as an
opportunity to learn from the legendary
skipper by closely observing his approach to

L X"

the game.Speaking at JITO Connect 2025,
the flamboyant batter said, "Firstly, I always
wanted to get an opportunity when he was
the captain of India. But I never got it. [ saw
him behind the stumps whenever I played
against him. He has been very cool. One
thing that I have learned from him when I
played against him is to stay relaxed in all
pressure situations, he looks around the
game, sees around what is happening and
then takes a call."Suryakumar Yadav made
his international debut relatively late, under
Virat Kohli’s captaincy against England in
Ahmedabad in 2021. Although he did not get
an opportunity to bat in his first match, he
quickly announced himself with unorthodox
strokeplay delivered with flair.Reflecting on
his experience under Kohli, Suryakumar
said, "I think I made my debut under Virat
bhai as captain. I think Virat bhai is a very
hard task master. He pushes your limits, and
he wants the best. I mean, all the captains
want the best from all the players, but he was
full of energy on the field and off the field as
well. He was a bit different."Last year,
Suryakumar Yadav was entrusted with the
T20I captaincy, previously held by Rohit
Sharma, in recognition of his consistency
and leadership potential. Under Rohit’s
leadership, he had memorable moments,
including a match-winning catch in the T20
World Cup 2024 final against South Africa

Lionel Messi helps Inter Miami
beat New England Revolution 4-1

Lionel Messi showcased his
playmaking brilliance as he set up
three goals to lead Inter Miami to a
commanding 4-1 victory over the
New England Revolution. The win
propelled Inter Miami to third place
in the Eastern Conference and
marked Messi's 41st goal
contribution of the MLS regular
S€ason.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Inter Miami ended their two-match winless

streak with a commanding 4-1 victory over
the New England Revolution in Fort
Lauderdale on Saturday, powered by Lionel
Messi's three assists. The win lifts Miami
(17-7-8, 59 points) into third place in the
Eastern Conference, just three points behind
FC Cincinnati for second, as the regular

Messi's performance marked his 41st

season nears its conclusion.

goal contribution of the season,
making him only the second player
in MLS history to reach at least 40
combined goals and assists in a
single campaign. Jordi Alba and
Tadeo Allende each scored twice,
while New England (9-16-8, 35
points) suffered their fifth loss in
six matches.Messi orchestrated
Inter Miami's attack without
scoring himself, delivering three
decisive assists in a match played
under challenging wet conditions.
His first contribution came in the
32nd minute with a through ball to Allende,
who beat New England goalkeeper Matt
Turner to open the scoring. Messi continued
to shape the game, setting up both Alba and
Allende for crucial goals at key
moments.The match swung clearly in
Miami's favor in the first half. Messi
threaded a pinpoint pass to Allende for the
opening goal in the 32nd minute, then
intercepted a New England clearance near
halftime to set up Alba, who doubled the lead
in stoppage time. Both goals showcased

swift teamwork and clinical finishing, with
Messi at the heart of both build-ups.

New England briefly threatened a comeback in

the 59th minute when Dor Turgeman
collected a Carles Gil pass, dribbled into the
box, and fired past Rocco Rios Novo, who
started in goal for Miami after Oscar Ustari
conceded five in the previous match against
Chicago Fire. The goal reduced the deficit to
2-1, creating a momentary shift in
momentum.

However, Inter Miami responded instantly.

Within a minute, Messi drove a rapid

Manchester United's players showed they
don't want to change coach: Ruben Amorim

New Delhi. (Agenc

Manchester United manager Ruben Amorim
insisted his players proved they are fully
behind him following their 2-0 victory over
Sunderland at Old Trafford on Saturday.
The win, secured through goals from
Mason Mount and Benjamin Sesko, eased
some of the pressure on the Portuguese
coach, who has overseen nine Premier
League wins in 33 matches since taking
charge in November.Coming into the
game, some fans had voiced frustration
over United's slow start to the season, but
on Saturday, the atmosphere suggested
renewed backing for Amorim, with
supporters even singing his name. Mount,
selected ahead of Matheus Cunha, opened
the scoring with a fine finish before Sesko
netted in front of the home crowd, marking
his first goal at Old Trafford. Sunderland
struggled to adjust, even switching to a 3-4-
3 formation in an attempt to regain control.
Despite flashes of attacking intent from the
visitors, including efforts from Bertrand
Traore and Granit Xhaka, VAR ruled out a
penalty against Sesko.United's dominance
was clear, and they could have increased
their lead were it not for Sunderland

goalkeeper Robin Roefs' impressive saves,
including a fingertip stop to deny Bruno
Fernandes. Debutant Senne Lammens had a
quieter evening in goal for United. The win
moves United up to ninth in the Premier

League, just one point behind Sunderland
in sixth. Amorim's next opportunity to
secure back-to-back league victories comes
after the international break at
Anfield.Amorim reflected on the
performance and his players' commitment:
"I saw today that I know the players want to
do their best and I know they don't want to
change the coach," he said. "But like I said
(to the players) during this week, T will kill
myself to do anything in every transition.'

counterattack from midfield,
culminating in Allende's second
goal of the night and restoring
Miami's two-goal advantage.
Three minutes later, Telasco
Segovia created space on the left
and delivered a pass to Alba, who
scored his second goal and
Miami's fourth. With Messi
orchestrating the offense, Miami
maintained relentless pressure,
making it impossible for New
England to recover
defensively.Post-match, head
coach Javier Mascherano praised
Messi's influence: "He gave us the
possibility of opening the score and then
securing the result-not only with the pass for
Jordi, but when they made it 2-1, and in the
next play with an assist that only he can give.
He keeps showing the ability he has and,
more than anything, the ambition and desire
to go for more." Messi's performance not
only fueled Miami's attack but also set a new
benchmark for MLS playmakers, as he
joined Carlos Vela as the only players with 40
or more goal contributions in a regular
season.

Vinicius Jr. double vs
Villarreal takes Real
Madrid top of Laliga table

New Delhi. (Agency)

(The team) need to show that with their Real Madrid overtook arch-rivals Barcelona at

actions. Sometimes when we look at our
team I know for sure that when we see the
games in the end they know sometimes we
can do better. I feel it during the week but we
need to show it on the pitch."Encouraged by
the performance and the players' support,
Amorim reiterated: "I saw it today. And I
know they want to do the best and I know
they don't want to change the coach all the
time. We need to show with actions.
Sometimes when we look at our team, I
know for sure that when we see the games in
the end I know sometimes we can do better.
I feel it during the week but we need to show
it on the pitch."While the win was a boost,
Amorim acknowledged the challenge of
maintaining momentum with an upcoming
international break before United's next
league game against Liverpool. "There is no
momentum with our team," he added. "We
know what happens when we win one
game, the frustration is not to see the same
team at home and away. If we cannot play
well, we must stop the opposition playing
well and that's the way a big team plays
during the season, so that is the big
frustration.”

Health scare in Australia A camp
as four players fall ill in Kanpur

The Australia A team in Kanpur
faced a health sethack as four
players, including their captain,
were affected by stomach
infections during the unofficial
one-day series against India A.

New Delhi. (Agenc
A health scare hit the Australia-A camp
during their ongoing One-Day series
against India-A in Kanpur, as four players,
including the captain, were diagnosed with
stomach infections. While India-A had won
the first unofficial ODI comprehensively,
Australia-A levelled the three-match series
1-1 with an easy nine-wicket victory in the
second ODI.Fast bowler Henry Thornton

was the most affected and was admitted to
Regency Hospital after his condition
worsened. The other three players were
treated and discharged following routine

medical tests. Team sources suggested the
illness may have been linked to food
consumed at the hotel, though neither
hospital authorities nor team management
have confirmed this officially.According to
the team's local manager, four players were

initially sent to the hospital for examination.
While three were cleared to return after their
reports came back normal, Thornton
exhibited symptoms of a severe infection
and had to be kept under observation. He
was later discharged once his condition
improved and allowed to return to the
hotel.In response to the incident, the
Australian team management revised the
players' diet plan as a precautionary
measure. Though the adjustment has
disrupted training routines, officials
emphasized that player health remains the
top priority. All four affected cricketers had
featured in the opening ODI of the series.

Team sources added that the Australia-A

medical unit is closely monitoring the
situation and has advised players to avoid
local food and water temporarily. Doctors at
Regency Hospital confirmed that
Thornton's condition is now stable, though
his return to action will depend on further
medical evaluation.

the summit of the LaLiga table with a
convincing 3-1 victory over Villarreal at
Santiago Bernabeu on Saturday, October 5.
Vinicius Jr. starred with two goals while Kylian
Mbappe added a late strike, ensuring Madrid
secured their seventh league win of the
campaign and moved two points clear at the
top. Villarreal, who finished the match with 10
men, remain in third place with 16
points.Vinicius Jr. broke the deadlock early in
the second half with a deflected finish, later
converting a penalty he had won to double Real
Madrid’s advantage. Villarreal’s Georges
Mikautadze quickly halved the deficit with a
low drive, but the visitors’ challenge faded after
Santiago Mourino was sent off for two yellow
cards. Mbappe completed the scoring in the
80th minute, capitalizing on a counterattack.A
closely contested first half saw limited
opportunities for both teams. Real Madrid
gradually increased their pressure after the 20-
minute mark, with Aurelien Tchouameni

heading just wide and Mbappe nearly profiting
from a mistake in Villarreal’s defense.
Villarreal’s best chance came when Tani
Oluwaseyi broke through, but Thibaut Courtois
produced an excellent save to keep the match
goalless at the break.The breakthrough arrived
in the early stages of the second half. Vinicius
Jr. advanced down the left, cut inside, and
squeezed a shot from a narrow angle that
deflected off Santi Comesana and found the
net. Vinicius soon won a penalty after being
fouled by Rafa Marin, converting the spot-kick
under goalkeeper Arnau Tenas in the 69th
minute to make it 2-0.Villarreal responded
almost immediately, as Mikautadze fired home
from the edge of the box to reduce the deficit.
However, their hopes of a comeback were
hampered when Mourino received his second
yellow card for a foul on Vinicius Jr.

Tennis rigged for Alcaraz and Sinner After
Federer, Zverev makes shocking allegations

Germany's Alexander Zverev has
accused tennis tournaments of
making courts that favour Jannik
Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz. Zverev's
allegations come only days after
Roger Federer spoke about the
issue.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Days after Roger Federer questioned tennis
tournaments for favouring Carlos Alcaraz
and Jannik Sinner, Germany's Alexander
Zverev has made sensational allegations
against tournament directors for slowing the
surfaces down across the world. The world
number three alleged that the directors were
slowing down the courts to help Carlos

Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner succeed across all
surfaces. During an on-court interview at the
Shanghai Masters, Zverev said that the sport
needed to bring back variety on the
tour.Earlier, Federer had said the slower
courts allowed players to play the same way
on clay, grass, or hard courts, adding that he
wanted to see Alcaraz and Sinner adjust to
fast conditions.But Zverev not only echoed
those sentiments but also fired a provocative
shot at tournament directors.

"I hate when it's the same and I know that the
tournament directors are going towards that
direction because obviously they want
Jannik and Carlos to do well every
tournament, and that's what they prefer,"
Zverev said in an on-court interview.

"I've been on tour for 12 years now and we
always had different surfaces. We always
had tournaments which you liked and we
always had tournaments which you didn't
like so much."While Alcaraz has won six
Grand Slam titles at the age of 22, Sinner has

won four, with the top two players in the
world splitting the last eight majors between
them."You couldn't play tennis the same way

on a grass court, hard court and a clay court.
Nowadays you can play almost the same way
on every surface, so [ don't like it, I'm not a
fan of'it," added Zverev, who has yet to win a
major title." think tennis needs game styles.
Tennis needs a little bit of variety and I think
we're lacking that right now."

While Alcaraz withdrew from the Shanghai
Masters tournament with an ankle injury,
second seed Sinner moved into the next
round alongside Zverev.

Sinner Responds to Allegations

When the Italian was asked if
tournament directors were
standardising courts and making them
slower to benefit him and Alcaraz, he
offered a diplomatic response.

"Me and Carlos, we don't make the
courts. It's not our decision," he
said.”We try to adapt ourselves in
every situation. I feel like still every
week is a bit different.

"I've played some great tennis even

when it was faster courts. But I'm not making

the courts, so I just try to adapt and play my

best tennis I can, and that's it."The speed of a

tennis court largely depends on its surface

and how it affects the ball’s bounce. The
courts can be made slower by using specific
techniques, unique to each court.

in Barbados.
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‘Can See The Result Already’: Fans Praise
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i After She Loses 9 K¢

- I I \elevision actress Rashami Desai has shared insights into her
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ongoing weight loss journey. revealing that she has managed to shed
nine kgs despite grappling with several health issues. The actress
. also offered her fans a closer look at her fitness routine, detailing the
obstacles and challenges she has encountered along the way.Reflecting
on her progress in an Instagram post, Rashami said that the journey has
not been without difficulties, emphasising the vital role of dedication,
y M consistency and patience in achieving her goals.
{ < “Ihave not reached my destination, but I've got the surety that I can do it.
Coz I had no faith in me." she said. adding. “I’'m down 9 kg and having
4 different health concerns."The 39-year-old shared a carousel of images
= showcasing herself practising yoga. She mentioned that she is
approaching her journey slowly, taking things step by step, and
- prioritising comfort over rushing or stressing. Rashami also revealed that
she prefers to stick to a few outfits that make her feel confident and
= Sgomfortable,*
And these are
the only
*  clothes | wear
“and keep
telling myself
that one step at
it e ;"
Rashami
added.
She also opened
up about the
lessons she
learnt about life in her weight loss journey. In a heartfelt post, she
reflected on the pressures people often put on themselves to achieve their
goals.”Everyone loves comfort and wants to do the best in life. But in all
that, we forget that relationship + commitment = ME. We expect too
much from ourselves... and with this, I’ve realised. The world will wait
let’s do the right things, I have started my journey, and it’s still going on,"
Rashami said.She concluded the post by saying, “And [ know THIS TOO
'SHALLPASS....."
= Pollslt German actress Claudia Ciesla praised Rashami’s dedication and
hard work, calling her a true fighter.The post quickly went viral, with
many people. including members of the television fraternity, praising
% “wRashami’s efforts.One person commented, “Let’s do this... Best wishes,
{ * I wishyoucandoittill you reach your goals."
Another wrote, “So proud of your journey. Keep it up! you're doing
amazing,""l can see the result already. Keep going," wrote the
" nexl.tar]icr, Rashami revealed that she lost around 10 kg by following a
/% healthy diet and fitness regimen while working on the Colors show
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Jacquelme Fernandez . <

Attends Paris Fashion Week In A
Show-Stopping Black Dress

hen it comes to fashion, Jacqueline  without overpowering the look. A nude-brown lipstick
Fernandez needs no introduction. The in a satin finish completed her makeup look.
actress’ style game is always on point as she  Jacqueline styled her hair into a half ponytail with soft

often makes headlines with her bold wardrobe choices.  waves cascading down one side.

Recently. she grabbed the audience’s attention withher  On the professional front. Jacqueline Fernandez

jaw-dropping. bold look at Victoria Beckham's show  was last seen in Tarun Mansukhani’s comedy

at Paris Fashion Week.For the grand event, Jacqueline  thriller Housefull 5. the fifth instalment

dressed in a floor-length black gown with a plunging  of the franchise. Apart from her, the

neckline that extended down to the midriff. The dress

featured long sleeves and a fitted bodice that hugged

&

film featured an ensemble cast

including Akshay Kumar, Abhishek
Bachchan, Riteish Deshmukh,
Sanjay Dutt, Fardeen Khan.
Shreyas Talpade, Nana Patekar,
Jackie Shroff, Dino Morea and
Nargis Fakhri.

Jacqueline will next be in Welcome
to the Jungle, which marks her yet
another collaboration with
Akshay Kumar. Joining the two
will be Suniel Shetty. Arshad
Warsi, Paresh Rawal, Johnny
Lever, Rajpal Yadav, Tusshar
Kapoor, Shreyas Talpade, Lara
Dutta and Disha Patani, among

others. Directed by Ahmed Khan,

the film is set to hit theatres this

Christmas.Additionally, Jacqueline

is set to headline a Telugu female-

centric film directed by Tollywood

filmmaker V. Jayashankarr. While details

about the project are still under wraps,

sources close to the development have

confirmed that the movie.

her torso, creating a streamlined and sophisticated
silhouette. At the waist. the outfit was ruched with a
jewel-like brooch. The skirt flowed into a fluid
silhouette with a subtle train. Jacqueline accessorised
her look with large hoop earrings in ametallic tone.

As for the glam quotient, the actress opted for a dewy
base with a warm bronze finish swept across the
cheeks and nose for a sun-kissed radiance. Her eyes
were enhanced with subtle brown eyeshadow, defined
lashes. and a softly lined upper lash line to add depth

N

Even On Weekends, Malaika
Arora Makes Sure To Stick To
Her Workout Rouhne |

L]
hile most people tend to skip their workouts
on weekends. Malaika Arora is clearly not
one of them. On Saturday, October 4, the

Bollywood diva, who has long been celebrated for
her dedication to fitness and health, was spotted after
her morning workout session at the gym. She was
captured by the paparazzi as she stepped out of her
car, which was parked outside her home. and made
her way inside.A video that surfaced on Instagram
showed Malaika holding a water bottle in one hand
and her phone in the other as she stepped out. She
gave the shutterbugs a brief, faint smile,
acknowledging their presence and left the place in a
hurry. Malaika did not stop on her way to pose for a
photo session and went straight inside the building.

Malaika Arora Gets Accompanied By A Furry
Friend

A sweet moment from Malaika’s latest outing also
caught the attention of social media users. As the
actress exited her car, she was accompanied by a
furry friend. A dog, wagging its tail happily, followed
her as she made her way to the building. It waited
patiently beside her as she stood for the lift and even
went inside with her when she did. Malaika did not
chase the dog away, but let it inside,

For her workout today, Malaika sported a bright all-
yellow athleisure outfit. She wore a bralette featuring
thin noodle straps, a deep neckline and a criss-cross
in the back, paired with matching shorts. She tied her
hair into a neat ponytail and wore a pair of white
sneakers.

What’s Malaika Arora Up To These Days?

The actress, who was last seen on-screen as a judge on
Hip Hop India Season 2 with Remo D*Souza, is all
set to appear on a new show titled Pitch to Get Rich,
The one-of-a-kind reality show, produced by the
Fashion Entrepreneur Fund (FEF) and Dharmatic
Entertainment, will premiere on October 20 on
JioHotstar.

With a massive Rs 40 crore investment pool. the
fashion entrepreneur reality series promises to turn
creativity into serious business by backing the
country’s next generation of fashion entrepreneurs.
The series features Karan Johar, Akshay Kumar,
Manish Malhotra and Malaika Arora as judges,
mentors and investors.

Neetu Kapoor Had This Much Fun
With Daughter Riddhima Kapoor
Sahm And Little’ Samara __

eetu Kapoor, her daughter Riddhima Kapoor
Sahni and granddaughter Samara recently
took some time out to enjoy a relaxing outing
in Mumbai. The trio was spotted leaving a restaurant
in Mumbai, accompanied by a few family members.
Before heading to their cars, they stopped to pose for
photographers and had a fun conversation with them.
The Kapoor family has always been a favourite with
the media and social media, as they’re known for
their friendly nature and charming personalities.
Neetu, Riddhima and Samara Enjoy Family
Outing In Mumbai
For their outing, the Jugjugg Jeeyo actress kept it
casual in a white shirt paired with jeans, while
Riddhima looked elegant in a blue outfit. The star of
the moment was Samara, who stole the spotlight with

her bright smile and pouts for the camera. Before
leaving, the Kapoor family made sure to say goodbye
to the photographers.The moment turned funny
when Samara, instead of saying “Good Night," said
“Have a nice day." Her mother. Riddhima Kapoor
Sahni, quickly corrected her by pointing out that it
was nighttime, which made everyone laugh.

Riddhima Kapoor Sahni Set To Make Acting Debut

Neetu Kapoor has been a part of the film industry for
many years and has appeared in several hit movies.
Riddhima Kapoor Sahni, who has focused on her
career as a fashion designer, is now ready to step into
acting. She will make her debut alongside her mother
and Kapil Sharma in an untitled comedy film.

The film will be directed by Ashish R Mohan

Earlier, a source close to the project told Pinkvilla,
“The Ashish R Mohan directorial marks the big
screen debut of Riddhima Kapoor Sahni, and she is
excited to step into the world of showbiz with a film
in comic space. Neetu Kapoor has a solid role in the
film, and is the key playerin the middle of chaos™.
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