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Gaza conundrum:
How Hamas gained
despite defeat

The Gaza war, now tapered into an awkward
ceasefire, has left behind devastation beyond
imagination. Israel fought with overwhelming
force, Hamas remains battered but not erased,
and the world once again confronts the familiar
question that has shadowed the region for
decades: who really gains when the dust settles?

It may sound counterintuitive, but in the political
and psychological sense, Hamas appears to have
secured what strategists call ‘perceptual
victory’, even as Gaza lies in ruins. The October
2023 attack by Hamas was a meticulously
planned but morally indefensible act of terror
that shocked even those sympathetic to the
Palestinian cause. The deliberate targeting of
civilians is beyond justification. Hamas likely
believed that only such a drastic act could revive
global focus on a fading cause.With the
Abraham Accords expanding and Saudi-Israel
normalisation on the horizon, the Palestinian
issue risked permanent marginalisation.
Strategically, the perception was correct; the
method, however, remains unacceptable to the
civilised world.For Israel, the response was
shaped by two impulses. The first was the
national need for retribution—a visceral
reaction to the scale of the assault, necessary to
preserve deterrence and restore confidence
among its citizens.The second was political.
Benjamin Netanyahu’s survival depended on
projecting absolute resolve. A restrained
response would have been interpreted
domestically as weakness and internationally as
loss of moral ascendancy. Yet, the ferocity of the
Israeli retaliation, which blurred the line
between combatant and civilian, ended up
achieving the reverse—moral erosion in the
eyes of much of the world.Had Israel opted for a
more selective approach—differentiating
clearly between Hamas’s armed elements and
Gaza’s civilian population—the story might
have been different. But even then, the outcome
may not have served Israel’s core objectives.
Precision targeting alone could hardly
dismantle an organisation deeply embedded in a
social and religious network. In asymmetric
warfare, the stronger side is always constrained
by its strength. Ethical restraint can appear a
weakness; overwhelming force breeds
resentment. Israel faced an unenviable choice,
as either path would have led to strategic
frustration. What followed was a campaign that
achieved tactical success but strategic
ambiguity. Hamas’s command structures were
disrupted but not destroyed. Its fighters melted

The culprits that make cough syrups

A new blot on Indian pharma

Deaths caused by contaminated cough syrups lay bare a dysfunctional drug regulation system

THE spate of deaths of children, caused by the

consumption of cough syrups adulterated with a toxic
industrial chemical, has brought the focus back on India’s
dysfunctional drug regulation system. In recent years,
several such tragic incidents have occurred in India and
abroad, involving drugs manufactured in this
country.Our response is the same every time — deaths
blamed on contaminated or substandard drugs, inquiries
by state and Central governments, raids on some
manufacturing units here and there, reporting of non-
compliance of norms, suspension of manufacturing
licences of some units, a directive from the health
ministry to states to implement regulatory norms
‘strictly’ and a return to ‘business as usual’ in no time. No
heads roll, no changes are made in the
regulation, vacancies in drug
regulatory bodies are not filled, no
errant units are shut permanently, and
nobody bothers to share findings of
probes ordered into earlier episodes.

toxic are well known by now:
diethylene glycol (DEG) and ethylene
glycol. Toxic effects of the two
contaminants include abdominal pain,
vomiting, diarrhoea, inability to pass
urine, headache, altered mental state
and acute kidney injury, which may
lead to death. Apparently, the two
chemicals get mistakenly used while
manufacturing cough syrups,
especially in syrups that use agents like
propylene glycol and polyethylene
glycol. After dozens of children died in
The Gambia, Uzbekistan, Cameroon,
Iraq and other countries after
consuming ‘made in India’ products,
the World Health Organisation (WHO)
has been warning national regulatory
and health authorities to notify if such products were
detected in their respective countries. The agency has
advised national authorities to test raw materials for the
presence of DEG before use in medicines. DEG is
responsible for the cough syrup deaths in Chhindwara,
Madhya Pradesh.It is pathetic that cough syrup
manufacturers are so careless that their products get
contaminated with deadly toxins. It only goes to show
that they are not adhering to mandatory Good
Manufacturing Practices (GMP) rules. Are they not
following GMP, or is the government giving them a long
rope? It is both.After every death due to contaminated
drugs, there is talk of implementing GMP or making them
stricter. The moment this is done, industry associations
representing small and medium drug manufacturers seek

time to implement GMP rules or seek relaxations, citing A review of product quality is required, involving the

the excuse that they do not have the capacity to
implement the norms. The government, too, is
sympathetic, as strict implementation or closure of non-
compliant units could hurt its 'Make in India' programme.
After the deaths of 68 children in The Gambia, Indian
agencies even accused the WHO of not following
procedures and saw a conspiracy to defame Indian
exports.After the Chhindwara incident, the Drug
Controller General of India has reiterated the need for
drug manufacturers to comply with the Revised Schedule
M of GMP. As per an official press release, he has noted
that “certain firms which applied for the government’s
infrastructure upgradation scheme have been given an

extension till December 2025 and urged states to strictly
implement the revised GMP norms. It implies that as of
now, the new schedule of GMP is not being implemented.

The new schedule was introduced after an international

uproar over deaths caused by India-made cough syrups in
several countries. It became effective for large firms in
June 2024, but small and medium-sized manufacturers
(having a turnover of less than Rs 250 crore) were given
time till December 2025, although most of the
contaminated drugs were produced by such firms. The
turnover limit was fixed in such a way as to cover a bulk
of the manufacturers. Schedule M requires drug
manufacturers to adhere to practices such as the
Pharmaceutical Quality System, quality risk
management and computerised storage systems.

analysis of data from batch records and critical process
parameters. Manufacturers must retain samples of
intermediate and final products for potential retesting.

So, norms are there, they are revised to make them more

stringent, but there is no will to implement them. Central
and state drug control authorities, tasked with enforcing
the norms, are short of staff or are kept deliberately
understaffed. An umpteen number of expert panels,
review committees and parliamentary panels have pointed
this out in the past two decades, but the situation on the
ground remains unchanged. Things are especially bad in
states like Telangana, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and

Himachal Pradesh, which have a huge concentration of
drug manufacturing units.

Drug regulation in India needs a
fundamental change. The focus of
drug regulatory authorities and the
government is on the drug and
pharmaceutical industry and not on
consumer or patient interest. Norms
are allowed to be lax, or non-
compliance is tolerated to protect the
industry. Otherwise, there is no reason
DEG should have killed Indian
children after the chemical was found
responsible for the deaths of kids in
The Gambia and other countries
exporting cough syrups made in
India. There should have been a
nationwide crackdown on all
manufacturers of cough syrups, and
those found using DEG should have
been identified and punished. All this
did not happen, resulting in the
Chhindwara deaths.

The 59th report of the Parliamentary
Committee on Health and Family
Welfare, presented in Parliament in

2012, had stated that “most of the ills besetting the system
of drug regulation in India are mainly due to the skewed
priorities and perceptions of the drug regulator. For
decades together, it has been giving primacy to the
propagation and facilitation of the drugs industry, due to
which, unfortunately, the interest of the biggest
stakeholder, i.e. the consumer, has never been ensured.”

The panel recommended that the mission statement of the

Name more stands after women cricket greats

Central drug organisation should state that it was solely
meant for public health. The statement was changed, but it
has remained a cosmetic change, going by the recurring
incidents of substandard and adulterated drugs killing
people and industry interests taking precedence over
people’s health.

The women’s game has experienced a significant upward trend in recent years, so has the fame of some of its players

away into the urban maze. Its political narrative,

¢ ! Sunday will go down as a red-letter day in women’s
meanwhile, gained renewed currency.Images of

cricketing history for more reasons than one. Alyssa Healy

Shantha Rangaswamy, India’s first women’s team
captain, was not on the list of legends being honoured with

and infrastructure. Inscribing their names permanently at
facilities to be used by fans and cricketers can instil pride

devastation and humanitarian suffering flooded
global consciousness, shifting public opinion in
many countries away from Israel’s narrative of
self-defence. The international community’s
sympathy, initially with Israel, slowly tilted
towards the Palestinian people. This shift was
not about ideology, but about the human cost
that became impossible to ignore.The paradox
of modern conflict is clear. Wars are judged less
by territory gained and more by legitimacy
sustained. Israel’s moral authority, once
grounded in its democratic ethos and history of
persecution, now faces growing challenge.
Much of the Global South views Gaza through
the lens of excessive force, while younger
Western audiences question Israel’s
proportionality. Hamas, though condemned for

of Australia accomplished the greatest run chase in
women’s one-day cricket against India at
Visakhapatnam. If the ending of the World Cup match
was awe-inspiring, its beginning at the YSR Reddy
Andhra Cricket Association-VDCA stadium was about
grateful remembrance. For only the third time in India, a
stadium got stands and gates named after legendary
women cricketers—a stand after former India captain
Mithali Raj and a gate after Andhra Pradesh and India
wicketkeeper-batter R Kalpana. Only two other venues
in the country have honoured women cricketers in such a
manner. In 2017, the Delhi District Cricket Association
named two gates at what was then called the Feroz Shah

Kotla stadium after former captain Anjum Chopra. Eight

years down the line, the Cricket Association of Bengal
honoured former captain and legendary pacer Jhulan
Goswami with a stand at the Eden Gardens.

and act as a great motivator. However, the Indian cricket

stands at Bengaluru’s M Chinnaswamy stadium. Last
week, several former India and Mumbai cricketers
wrote to the Mumbai Cricket Association urging to
name a stand after ex-captain Diana Edulji. Smriti
Mandhana, vice-captain of the present team, has added
her voice to the growing demand.

Such memorialising through naming is a norm in India
and men have shared most of the honours. However, it
must be noted that as the women’s game has
experienced a significant upward trend in recent years,
so has the fame of some of its players. This is evident
from the crowds thronging the Women’s World Cup
venues—though the stadiums are not full, their numbers
are significantly larger than in earlier years. Hopefully,
as the World Cup attracts more attention as it rolls
towards the semifinals, the Indian cricket board and

state units will consider expanding the inclusive trend in

terror, gains indirectly from this erosion of
Israel’s moral standing.

board and its state affiliates can surely do more. Last year,
selector Venkatacher Kalpana raised the issue that

One cannot forget the hard work of legens who helped the
women’s game grow despite a severe shortage of money

naming.

Serpent's gift: Fortune and The queer history of 'queer’

The evolution of the word’s usage in today’s constitutional jurisprudence represents a
remarkable transformation from colonial criminalisation to constitutional affirmation.

Over the decades, as our constitutional courts came

Court delivered the famous judgement in Naz discomforting. As the court correctly notes, through feminist critiques of patriarchy—before

to be confronted with matters relating to
homosexuality and the rights of persons from the
third gender, the language employed by these
courts evolved from clinical or derogatory to one of
acceptance and affirmation. During this period, the
natural meaning of the word ‘queer’, once used as a
pejorative, has transformed into an inclusive
umbrella identity, having been reclaimed by the
LGBTQIA+ communities.

Equally, the evolution of the word’s usage in today’s
constitutional jurisprudence represents a
remarkable transformation from colonial
criminalisation to constitutional affirmation,
though its direct usage in judicial opinions still
remains denotative, lexical and surprisingly
limited. From the early colonial period to the late
20th century, ‘queer’ was mostly restricted in usage
in the context of ‘strange or odd’. That’s the sense
in which it was used by the Madras High Court at
one of the many proceedings related to the
infamous liquidation of Travancore National and
Quilon Bank (1941)—"it did strike him as queer”.
One of the very first constitutional cases to employ
the word was S B Trading Co (1951), where the
Calcutta High Court observed about different
classes of tenants, “[tlhey are not similarly
circumstanced individuals and if the effects are
queer as indeed they are, even they cannot be said to
infringe the constitutional guarantee of equal
protection”.Decades later, when the Delhi High

Foundation (2009), ‘queer’ was employed once:
“When everything associated with homosexuality
is treated as bent, queer, repugnant, the whole gay
and lesbian community is marked with deviate and
perversity.” In its judgement on the appeal, the
Supreme Court chose not to employ the word at all,

except while extracting the high court’s

judgement.

Thereafter, the Supreme Court in Navtej Singh =

Johar (2018) showed a pronounced alteration in its
jurisprudential stance, using the word to note that
the “LGBTIQ movements focused on... the
interplay of oppressions arising from being both
queer and lower class”. It also quoted a judge of
the High Court of Australia who found the word
queer was being “sometimes used generically,
usually by younger people, to include the
members of all sexual minorities”. Thereafter, a
significant change in attitude set in with the
Supreme Court’s judgement in Supriyo (2023),
where the word is used liberally. In one footnote,
the court even notes that the term “once
pejoratively used to demean persons who engaged
in ‘deviant’ sexual behavior or gender expressions,

has been reclaimed by activists as a way of

expressing pride in their devalued and
marginalised identities, challenging majoritarian
hetero-normativity”.

In a recent judgement, however, a division bench of

the Madras High Court found the term

dictionaries define queer as ‘strange or odd’ and the
phrase ‘queering one’s pitch’ means spoiling
something. From the bench’s standpoint, using
terminology that inherently suggests abnormality
to describe citizens seeking equal protection under
law seems counterintuitive, even potentially

harmful. This perspective reflects a broader
judicial responsibility: ensuring that legal language
affirms dignity rather than diminishing it. What the
court’s analysis doesn’t capture is the powerful
history of linguistic reclamation that has
transformed ‘queer’ from a slur to a symbol of pride
and resistance. Identity in gay and lesbian theory
has always been fraught. In the wake of the
Stonewall movement in New York, openly gay and
lesbian perspectives reshaped political,
philosophical and literary debates—initially

coalescing into queer theory by the late 1980s.

Early essentialist models of lesbian and gay

identity—defining sexuality by strict, supposedly
universal traits—ended up excluding those who
didn’t fit the mould, erasing intersecting factors
like race and ethnicity, and treating identity
categories as fixed rather than historically and
socially constructed. Michel Foucault’s
examination of the historical construction of
‘homosexuality’ played a significant role in
changing this. He argued that sexual identity
arises from medical, legal, and social practices,
rather than reflecting an innate category. His work
underscores that modern sexual classifications are
contingent inventions shaped by specific
historical forces. Queer theory contested the rigid
definitions, showing how those supposed
‘essences’ excluded anyone whose
experience—shaped by race, subcultural
affiliation, or other differences—did not conform
to the norm. It also challenged the idea that identity
categories are timeless and immutable, instead
highlighting the historical and social forces that
morph them. By embracing ‘queer’ as an open-
ended term—defined by its departure from
whatever norm holds sway—queer theory and
LGBTQIA+ communities have created room for a
wide array of self-definitions. It reminds us that
identity is something we construct, not something
prescribed.
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Sensex opens over 200
points higher, Nifty above
25,200; NTPC up 1%

New Delhi.(Agency)

Benchmark stock market indices opened higher on
Wednesday as IT, auto, PSU bank and FMCG stocks
gained in early trade.The S&P BSE Sensex added
322.86 points to 82,352.84, while the NSE Nifty50
gained 105.50 points to 25,250.55 as 0if 9:35 am.

Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist,
Geojit Investments Limited, said that the drift in the
market on lack of positive triggers and renewed
selling by FIIs pose short-term challenges to the
market."It is important to appreciate the fact that the
biggest challenge to the market is the poor earnings
growth, and this is the fundamental factor behind FII
selling," he added.Early trade data showed that Bajaj
Finance led the gainers with arise of 1.34%, followed
by Asian Paints up 1.32%, NTPC gaining 1.10%,
Bajaj Finserv also up 1.10%, and Power Grid
advancing 1.06%. The positive momentum in these
stocks helped the benchmark index start the session
on a firm note.However, a few major names dragged
the index down in early trade. Tech Mahindra was the
biggest loser, slipping 1.41%, followed by Axis
Bank, which fell 0.88%. Infosys declined 0.63%,
Titan dropped 0.27%, and Kotak Mahindra Bank
edged down 0.08%. Despite these early losses, most
of the market sentiment remained positive in the
opening minutes of trade."The Q2 results are
unlikely to change the sentiments since the
postponement of buying following the GST cuts,
impacted corporate sales in September. But, post
September the story is different. Automobiles and
white goods are witnessing brisk sales and in the low-
interest regime, with more rate cuts to come, this
demand will sustain," said Vijaykimar.

"These positives will be reflected not in the ongoing Q2
results season but in the Q3 results. The market will
soon start discounting that, and that is when a healthy
market rally will begin and sustain," he added.

Pakistan, IMF reach
preliminary deal to release
$1.2 billion from bailout
package

ISLAMABAD.(Agency)

Pakistan and the International Monetary Fund have
reached a staff-level agreement for the release of
$1.2 billion from the bailout package approved last
year.

The $7 billion bailout approved by the IMF in July
2024 aimed to keep Pakistan from defaulting on its
debt repayments. The agreement following several
days of talks in Islamabad was reported by state
media Wednesday and the IMF confirmed it in an
overnight statement.The IMF said Pakistan’s
economic program is helping entrench
macroeconomic stability and rebuild market
confidence.The development comes weeks after
Pakistan urged the IMF to consider concessions in
light of devastating floods that killed more than
1,000 people and affected some 7 million in recent
months.The IMF said the recent floods highlight
Pakistan’s vulnerability to natural disasters and
climate-related risks and stressed the continuing
need to build climate resilience. The fund also
expressed sympathy for those affected by the
disaster.

IBM, Airtel unveil cloud
platform to power India’s
digital economy

MUMBALI.(Agency)

Bharti Airtel has partnered with IBM to launch a cloud
solution designed to meet the country’s growing
demand for secure, compliant data infrastructure.
The partnership marks a major step in India’s efforts
to localise sensitive data, enhance digital trust, and
enable industries to harness Al and hybrid cloud
technologies while maintaining regulatory control.

The new platform, to be hosted on Airtel’s data centres
across India, will use IBM Cloud for
Telecommunications and IBM Cloud Satellite
technologies to ensure that customer data remains
within the country. It will enable government
departments, public sector undertakings (PSUs), and
regulated industries such as banking, healthcare, and
manufacturing to store, process, and manage data in
compliance with Indian laws — particularly the
Digital Personal Data Protection Act (DPDP) and
sectoral data localisation norms.

“Enterprises and governments today need cloud
infrastructure that not only delivers scale and
innovation, but also meets the highest standards of
data privacy and security,” said Sandip Patel,
Managing Director, IBM India & South Asia. “Our
partnership with Airtel brings together IBM’s global
expertise in hybrid cloud and Airtel’s deep network
and data centre capabilities to offer a truly trusted
digital foundation for India.”Sharat Sinha, CEO of
Airtel Business, added that the solution is built to
serve as a “secure cloud for India’s mission-critical
workloads.” “With data now being the most strategic
asset, the cloud platform will help Indian enterprises
and the government accelerate digital transformation
with full control and transparency,” he said.

A growing enterprise shift

IBM and Airtel’s tie-up also reflects a wider trend
among Indian enterprises toward hybrid cloud
deployments. Many companies are rethinking pure
public cloud strategies due to concerns over rising
costs, vendor lock-in, and data portability.

This initiative is expected to integrate with IBM’s Al
and quantum computing capabilities, allowing
enterprises to securely deploy next-generation
applications, including those requiring high-
performance computing or confidential data
analytics.“With this, we are not just building cloud
infrastructure — we’re laying the digital foundation
for India’s next decade of innovation,” said Patel.

Sugar sector urges government to push
ethanol blending beyond 20%: Report

Ethanol producers have

collectively offered 17,760 million

litres for the ethanol supply year

2025=26 (ESY), which far exceeds

the oil marketing companies'
(OMCs) annual requirement of
around 10,500 million litres.

New Delhi.(Agency)

India’s sugar industry is now seeking a
higher ethanol blending target with petrol,
urging the government to set a clear
roadmap to increase blending levels to
27% (E27) once the country achieves the
20% (E20) milestone, reported Financial
Express (FE).The proposal aims to ensure
that the industry’s expanding ethanol
production capacity does not remain
underutilised.Deepak Ballani, Director
General of the Indian Sugar and

Bioenergy Manufacturers Association
(ISMA), told FE, “With over Rs 40,000
crore invested and an annual production
capacity of more than 9,000 million
litres from sugarcane, we are fully
equipped to support blending beyond
E20, up to E27 and even higher.”He
added that a well-defined national
ethanol mobility roadmap would help
maintain momentum in India’s biofuel
programme while ensuring better use of
infrastructure, stable income for
sugarcane farmers, and stronger
support for rural industries.As reported

E20, large capacities could lie idle,
leading to wasted investments, lower mill
revenues, and slower innovation in the
biofuel space.

(ESY), which far exceeds the

marketing companies’ (OMCs) annual
requirement of around 10,500 million
litres. Out of this, sugarcane-based
producers account for nearly 4,710
million litres, while 13,040 million litres
come from grain-based units.Ballani
cautioned that without a roadmap beyond

by FE, ethanol producers have
collectively offered 17,760 million litres
for the ethanol supply year 2025-26

Grain Ethanol

Gold nears Rs 1.3 lakh. Is it wise to buy before Dhanteras

New Delhi.(Agency)

Gold prices in India are approaching
record levels just as the festive buying
season begins. With Dhanteras around
the corner, domestic bullion rates have
surged in line with the global rally.

Gold prices in India are closing in on the

Rs 1.3 lakh mark for 24-carat gold.
According to data from Goodreturns,
all categories witnessed an increase on
Wednesday. As of 15 October 2025,
24K gold is priced at Rs 1,28,360 per
10 grams, 22K is at Rs 1,17,660, and
18K stands at Rs 96,270.

GLOBAL RALLY FUELS LOCAL

SURGE

Gold and other precious metals have

surged between 58% and 80% this

‘4 4

year, placing them among the strongest
performers in the commodities market.

“Gold and silver extended their bullish

streak in a highly volatile session as
investors flocked to safe-haven assets.
Escalating US-China trade tensions,
including threats of retaliation on
soybean imports, contributed to the
cautious mood,” he said.He added that
the US situation continues to weigh on
sentiment.“The ongoing government
shutdown has dampened the economic
outlook. Additionally, Fed Chair
Jerome Powell flagged risks from
slowing hiring, hinting at the
possibility of more rate cuts this year.
These factors together supported gold's
momentum, as markets priced in
greater chances of monetary easing in
the US.”

SHOULD INVESTORS BUY AHEAD

OF DIWALI?

This sharp rise has been fuelled by Addressing whether retail buyers should

sustained central bank buying,
increased investments in gold-backed
ETFs, and a series of rate cuts by the US
Federal Reserve.Safe-haven demand
has also strengthened amid persistent
uncertainty. Investors are reacting to
renewed US-China trade tensions,
pressure on the Fed, and the partial
shutdown of the US government. Many
are also turning to gold as a hedge

enter now or wait for a dip, Suvankar
Sen, MD and CEO of Senco Gold and
Diamonds, said intent matters.“For
purchases tied to weddings, Dhanteras,
or gifting, cultural and emotional value
usually outweighs short-term price
concerns. Customers still want to mark
special occasions, even when rates are
high.”For investment buyers, he
suggested a staggered approach.

against ballooning government debt — “Some may pefer to bu in phases rather

often referred to as the “debasement
trade.”Rahul Kalantri, VP
Commodities at Mehta Equities Ltd,
said market anxiety remains a strong
driver.

than wait for a dip, especially given the
unpredictability of macroeconomic
signals. This strategy helps reduce
timing risk while still maintaining
exposure.”

Diwali Picks 2025: How can you build your portfolio this festive season

New Delhi.(Agency)

As Diwali 2025 approaches, the mood on
Dalal Street isn’t euphoric, but there is
fresh optimism. After months of sharp
moves and short-lived rallies, the
markets have settled into a sideways
rhythm. The Nifty has been hovering
near 24,000, pausing after a strong
bounce from its summer lows.

The market might look like it’s stalling,
but what’s really happening is a deep
breath before the next sprint. Choice
Broking’s Samvat report calls this
phase “a healthy pause in an ongoing
uptrend,” noting that the Nifty has built
a strong floor near 24,000. In other
words: the rally isn’t over, it’s just
catching its breath.Choice Broking
believes investors should use this
phase to build, not wait. “For long-term
investors, gradual accumulation now
can create a solid foundation for the

next leg,” its report notes, pegging
Nifty targets of 26,500-28,000 by
Diwali 2026.

BANKS LEAD THE CHARGE

Bank Nifty has quietly been leading the
charge. Currently near 56,500, the
index has broken past its earlier
resistance of 54,000 and successfully
retested it as support, which is a
technically strong sign. It’s trading
above its key 20-, 50- and 200-week
moving averages, and the pattern of
higher highs and higher lows on the
weekly charts suggests that the uptrend
is intact.Analysts see strong buying
interest emerging between 53,500 and
54,000—the zone to watch for those
looking to add exposure to financials.

As long as the index holds above this
band, the broader view stays bullish.
The medium-term targets? Around
60,000-62,500 by next Diwali.

DIWALI PICKS FOR
INVESTORSAmong individual
stocks, Choice Broking highlights
several names that have shown
technical strength and are well-
positioned for the next leg of the rally.

Federal Bank, trading around Rs 213, has
built a firm base and is inching toward
a breakout above Rs 220. A move past
that could take it to Rs 245-255, while
dips toward Rs 207 may offer entry
opportunities. Cipla, at Rs 1,545, is
forming an ascending triangle
pattern—a sign of a potential breakout
above Rs 1,580, with upside targets
near Rs 1,770-1,850.In the defence
space, Bharat Dynamics Ltd (BDL)
continues to look strong at around Rs
1,485, supported by robust structure
and healthy volume trends. The stock
could move toward Rs 1,700-1,785
over the coming months.

The FE report further noted that grain-based

ethanol producers—who use rice and
oil  maize—havealso called for an increase in
blending targets and a temporary freeze
on new investments. “Units operating at They have also asked for a time-bound
50% of their capacities would become
unviable, as we do not produce any other
products unlike the sugar industry,” said
Chandra Kumar Jain, President of the
Manufacturers

Association, as quoted by FE.Currently,
India’s ethanol manufacturing capacity
stands at around 17,000 million litres. Of
the 400 units across the country, roughly
250 are grain-based, while the rest
depend on sugarcane. The OMCs
currently buy about 11,000-12,000
million litres of ethanol annually.FE
also reported that both ISMA and the
Indian Federation of Green Energy
(IFGE) have recommended
rationalising GST on flex-fuel and
hybrid vehicles and offering consumer
incentives similar to those under the
FAME scheme for electric vehicles. The
two organisations argue that such
incentives would help sustain the
momentum of India’s ethanol expansion
and encourage cleaner mobility options.

roadmap covering blending targets,
vehicle adaptation standards, and
diversification into advanced biofuels
such as 2G and 3G ethanol, sustainable
aviation fuel, and green chemicals.

Is Goldman Sachs

planning to cut jobs
Check here

New Delhi.(Agency)

Goldman Sachs is preparing for another round of
job cuts in 2025 as it reshapes its business around
artificial intelligence. The move is part of its new
“OneGS 3.0” strategy, which aims to cut costs,
boost productivity and shift focus to technology-
led operations, according to Bloomberg.

FRESH LAYOFFS ON THE WAY

In a memo shared with staff and reported by
Bloomberg, the bank said it would carry out a
“limited reduction in roles across the firm” and
restrict headcount growth for the rest of the year.
Employees were told to expect the next phase of
cuts in 2025.“We model LG India to report
revenue/PAT CAGR of 9.3%/7.9% over
FY25-28E. Goldman Sachs had about 48,300
employees at the end of September—around
1,800 more than the same time last year. Despite
the new job cuts, the bank still expects to finish the
year with a net increase in staff, as hiring
continues in select growth areas.

ONEGS 3.0: AIAT THE CORE

The company’s new strategy, OneGS 3.0, aims to

&Y

integrate Al across several parts of the business.
Tasks such as client onboarding, lending,
regulatory reporting and vendor management are
expected to be streamlined using new technology.

Chief Executive Officer David Solomon, along
with President John Waldron and Chief Financial
Officer Denis Coleman, said in the memo that the
bank is only at the “early innings” of adopting Al.
However, they stressed that the technology will
change how the firm operates and how work is
balanced between people and machines. They also
said that achieving speed and agility will be
essential as Al tools become more central to the
business.

PREVIOUS JOB CUTS AND SHIFTING ROLES

Goldman Sachs has already gone through several
rounds of layoffs over the past year. Earlier in
2024, the bank cut around 700 roles as part of its
annual workforce review.

Expecting your entire CTC as
salary Here's the reality check

Many first-time earners walk into their

jobs assuming the number on their offer

letter will land in their bank account. But

when the first payslip arrives, reality hits

hard. The gap between CTC and take-
—_—

New Delhi.(Agency)

Many fresh graduates are discovering a
harsh financial truth in their first month of
employment — the salary they expect is
not always the salary they receive. An
example, shared by CA Abhishek Walia,
highlights just how common this problem

isamong young professionals.

THE SALARY SHOCK
Walia recalled a 24-year-old client who
approached him barely a month after
starting her first job.She looked puzzled
and said, ‘I thought I"d get Rs 60,000, but
only Rs 48,500 came in.” Classic CTC
confusion,” he said.Like many new
employees, she assumed that the package
mentioned in her offer letter would reflect
her actual take-home salary.Her offer
letter quoted a Rs 60,000 monthly

package, but she hadn’t realised that the
figure included deductions like provident
fund, gratuity and taxes. The
misunderstanding derailed her early
financial plans—her rent budget didn’t
work out, and the SIP she wanted to start

was put on hold.

BREAKING DOWN THENUMBERS

To help her understand where things went
wrong, Walia broke it down in simple
terms. “CTC = Company Cost, not Cash

fixing the damage caused

to Credit. In-hand is roughly 70 to 90% of
your CTC after taxes and deductions,” he
said. This clarity was the first step in

misunderstanding.Once she understood
the difference between CTC and take-
home salary, her financial planning could
begin properly. Walia helped her start a Rs
3,000 SIP, open a PPF account and set a
target of building a Rs 10,000 emergency
fund. These basic steps gave her a sense of

control and direction, something she had
lost after her first payslip arrived.

WHY SALARY AWARENESS MATTERS

Walia believes this issue is more common
than many realise and can have lasting
effects if not addressed early. “It’s simple,
but eye-opening: you can’t manage
money you don’t understand. Before you
invest, learn to read your payslip,” he said.

Many first-time earners enter the workforce
without knowing how deductions work,
which leaves them unprepared to manage
their income.

FINANCIAL LITERACY IS NO
LONGER OPTIONAL

With more young professionals entering the
job market each year, understanding
payslips, tax breaks and salary structures
is becoming essential. As Walia pointed
out, “Remember, financial literacy isn’t
optional anymore. It’s your first line of
defence against regret.”His advice serves
as a timely reminder: knowing your salary
on paper is not the same as knowing what
lands in your bank account — and the
difference can define your financial
stability from day one.

by a
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Sex abuse, gangsters, bribes: Twin cop
suicides expose rot in Haryana Police

Haryana Cop Suicide:
The saga, which
started with the
suicide of senior IPS
officer Y Puran Kumar,
took a new twist this
week after an
assistant sub-
inspector (ASI)
allegedly shot himself
and blamed the former
of corruption.

Gang rape FIR filed in sex
assault case at Delhi's

Agency New Delhi.
The mystery surrounding the shocking suicides

of two senior Haryana police officers is getting

Congress and the opposition alleging that
Puran Kumar, a Dalit, was forced to take the
extreme step due to systematic discrimination.

murkier by the day amid allegations of caste With fresh details emerging each day, here is a

discrimination, corruption, and
extortion within the state police force.
Allegations of police-gangster links

have alse emerged, throwing the |
Haryana Police into a credibility
crisis.The saga, which started with the
suicide of senior IPS officer Y Puran
Kumar, who accused his seniors of
harassment and caste discrimination,
took a new twist this week after an
assistant sub-inspector (ASI), Sandeep
Lathar, allegedly shot himself and
blamed the former of corruption. Amid
mounting pressure, the BIP
government sent Haryana DGP
Shatrujeet Kapur on leave and replaced
Rohtak's superintendent of police, Narendra
Bijraniya. They were among the eight senior

suicide note.
The case has also taken a political turn, with the

recap of what has happened so far To
understand the sequence of events, we need to
go back to September 29, eight days before
Puran Kumar allegedly shot himself dead.

IPS officers named by Puran Kumar in his SEPTEMBER 29: THE TRANSFER

On September 29, Puran Kumar, a 2001-batch

IPS officer, was (ransferred from the post of IG

(Rohtak range} to Sunaria Police Training

College. The transfer, which allegedly came

without prior intimation, deeply disturbed the

52-year-old officer. He gave up the post on
September 30, and went on leave for a
week.

OCTOBER 1: PSO'SDETENTION

Omn October 1, while he was travelling from
Rohtak to Chandigarh with his Personal
Security Officer (PSO} Sushil Kumar,
Puran Kumar's car was intercepted by a
Rohtak police team, which included ASI
Sandeep Lathar.

-} Puran Kumar's security officer was detained

without any FIR or warrant being shown.

When Kumar objected, the police

allegedly threatened him, saying, "Next, it

will be vour turn". Before being taken into

custody, PSO Sushil Kumar left his service
revolver in the car - the gun that Puran Kumar
laterused to shoot himself, sources said.

OCTOBER 1-5: INTERROGATION

Sources said PSO Sushil Kumar was interrogated
for five days in illegal custody, as no formal
case was registered at that {ime.

Delhi announces full waiver on late
payment surcharges for water bhills

Agency New Delhi.

Chief Minister Gupta described the

South Asian University

Agency New Delhi.

In a horrifying incident, an 18-year-old B.Tech student
of the South Asian University (SAU) was allegedly
sexually assaulted by four men, including a security
guard, on the campus. The survivor stated in her
complaint that an attempt was made to strip her and
force apill down her throat. The incident took place on
Sunday. The police registered an FIR on her
complaint on Tuesday under Sections 70 (gang rape)
and 62 (atternpt to cormmit an offence punishable with
life imprisonment), among others, of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita. The survivor’s statement has been
recorded in the district magistrate’s court.

She stated in her complaint that for the last two to three
days, she had been receiving sexually explicit and
threatening emails from an account, identified as that
of one Aryan Yash, and messages on WhatsApp and
Telegram apps.

In these emails and messages, the sender asked her to
meet the sender at various locations on the campus.
The sender also sent her her morphed obscene
pictures in these messages. The survivor wrote in the
complaint, “I was going towards C-Block [at the
carpus] from the backside of the hostel. T saw a
crowd over there and avoided going towards that area.
I thought that he could be one of them and went
towards the backside of the building. Then T went
straight towards the cotivocation center.”

She said that a guard enquired from her what she was
doing at that secluded spot. He later called a middle-
aged man and two other persons there. While she was
leaving from there, one of them allegedly tried to
remove her jacket, she said, while another person pat
his finger in her eyes. She was pushed, following
which she fell on the ground. One of them came close
toher and said, “T'will kill your child.” Later, she said,
one of them tried to push a pill under her tongue, but
she spat it out. He fried to kiss her and wanted to bite
on her neck. They fled from the spot when they
noticed someone coming there, the FIR said. A senior
police officer said that the Maidangarhi police station
received a PCR call on Monday at around 3 pm
regarding sexual assault of a student at South Asian
University.

New office-bearers for DUTA;
opposition groups condemn
remarks hy V(

Agency New Delhi.
The Delhi University Teachers” Association (DUTA), on

Tuesday, elected its new office-bearers and five co-
opted members in a meeting of the newly elected
executive held nearly 40 days after the main DUTA
polls on Septermnber 4.

The panel backed by the National Democratic Teachers’
Front (NDTF), AADTA, and Social Democratic
Teachers Front (SDTF) swept all posts, securing 10
votes each Bhupendra Singh (SDTF) was elected vice
president, Bimalendu Tirthankar (AADTA) as
secretary, Sanjay Kumar (NDTF) as joint secretary, and
Akansha Khurana (NDTF) as treasurer.

The co-opted members mclude Aparna Nautiyal, Ram
Babu Pachwaria, Sandeep Singh Sokhi and Suman Das
(all from NDTF), and Priyvam Barooah (AADTA). The
opposition panel—comprising DTF, INTEC (I),
INTEC, and CTF—secured six votes per post. It
fielded Chhotu Ram Meena (INTEC Iy for vice
president, V S Dixit (DTF) for secretary, Dinesh
Kataria (DTF) for joint secretary and Yasha Yadav
(D'TF) for treasurer.

The co-opted nominees were from DTF and CTF. In a
joint statement, DTF and INTEC (1) said that their
alliance was meant to register “a statement of
resistance agamst the onslaught of a repressive state
machinery and its local agents” following two
controversial incidents— the vice-vhancellor’s remark
labelling dissenting teachers as “Urban Naxals” and
DUTA president V S Negi’s statement equating
Ambedkarism with “Manuvaad”.

The statement accused AADTA and SDTF of “betraying
teachers” mandate™ by aligning with NDTF despite
earlier promises to uphold social justice. The
opposition vowed to continue its struggle to defend
constifutional values, oppose the non-filling of
sanctioned posts, seek regularisation of ad-hoc
teachers and resist the NEP-imposed UGCF structure.

Payments can be made either n

In a significant move aimed at providing
relief to city residents, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta has announced a 100%
waiver on late payment surcharges
(LPSC) for water bills.The waiver,
which covers approximately Rs
11,000 crore in overdue
surcharges, applies to domestic
consumers who clear their
pending water bills by January 31,
2026.The Late Payment Surcharge
Waiver Scheme offers full relief
from late payment charges if
outstanding water dues are paid by
the deadline.

lump sum or in nstallments, but

the waiver will only apply once the
principal amount has been fully settled.
The government also announced a 70%
waiver on late payment charges for
payments made between 1 February
and 31 March 2026.

initiative as a “Diwali gift” for the
people of Delhi, stressing that the
scheme is designed to encourage
timely payments while also easing the
financial burden onresidents.

reinforced the government’s intent to
improve the efficiency of the Delhi Jal
Board, adding that the waiver willbe a
one-time opportunity for consumers to
clear their dues without additional

-l

Water Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh

penalties. The Delhi government is
also launching the Unauthorised Water
and Sewer Connection Regularisation
Scheme, which aims to address the
issue of illegal connections.
This scheme offers substantial
reductions in penalties for
consumers with unauthorised
water or sewer connections. For
domestic connections, the
penalty has been reduced from
Rs 25,000 to just Rs 1,000,
while non-domestic
commections will face a reduced
penalty of Rs 5,000, down from
Rs 61,000. However, the waiver
applies only to penalties, and
regular water and sewer
charges, along with
nfrastructure fees, must still be paid.
The regularisation scheme will remain
in effect until January 31 2026, after
which any unregularised connections
will be disconnected, the CM said.

GRAP Stage I curbs imposed in Delhi as
AQlI falls to ‘poor’ category

Ageney New Delhi.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management |
(CAQM) on Tuesday
imposed Stage I measures of
the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) across Delhi-
NCR after the city’s air
quality index hit 211 on
Tuesday, pushing the capital
into the “poor” category and &
prompting authorities tostep =
up curbs ahead of Diwali.

The sub-committee on GRAP, which
reviewed real-time data from the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and forecasts from the India
Meteorological Department and the
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology, said stagnant weather
would likely keep pollution levels
elevated for the coming days and

authorised immediate
implementation of Stage-T actions.
Under the order, local administrations,
municipal bodies and pollution
control boards across Delhi and
neighbouring districts in Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Punjab have been directed to
implement dust-control at
construction and demolition sites,

with projects larger than 500
square metres required to
operate an approved dust
management plan and water-
sprinkling mandated at open
sites.Open burning of garbage,
leaves and other waste is
banned, and roadside food
stalls and commercial kitchens
have been instructed to switch
from coal and firewood to
electricity, gas or other clean
fuels.

Thesel generators are to be restricted o
essential or emergency use only, and
visibly polluting vehicles may be
fined or impounded.

Traffic measures include enhanced
deployment of traffic police at key
intersections and an appeal to
motorists to switch off engines at
signals and avoid idling.

NCRTC advances Delhi-
Gurugram-SNB RRTS corridor,

f

loats consultancy tender

Agency New Delhi.

The Natienal Capital Region Transport Corporation

(NCRTC) has advanced plans for the Delhi-
Gurugram-SNB  section of the Delhi-Alwar
Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS),a key
corridor under Phase I of the 164-kam Delhi- Alwar
project. A tender has been floated fo appoint a
general consultant responsible for project
management, design reviews, quality assurance,
and inter-agency coordination to ensure timely
execution.

The consultancy bid requires a security deposit of

Rs 4.64 crore, with a pre-bid meeting scheduled
for October 24. The selected consultant will serve
a 60-month term from the commencement date.

The corridor will link Sarai Kale Khan in Delhi to

Alwar, passing through Munirka, Aerocity,
Gurugram, Rewari, and Sotanala. It will feature
22 stations—17 elevated and five
underground—offering a fast, reliable travel
option while easing congestion and pollution in
the NCR. Prioritised under the PM Gati Shalcti
Master Planin 2023, the RRT'S aims to strengthen
regional connectivity.

Delhi to launch driver-owned

cooperative ride-hailing
service

Agency New Delhi.

In a bid to make urban commuting fairer for both
passengers and drivers, the Delhi government
is planning to launch a cooperative ride-hailing
service within the city.

The move, announced by Social Welfare and

Cooperation Minister Ravindra Indraj, is
aimed at providing affordable travel options
without surge pricing, while allowing drivers
to retain their full eamings without any
commission cuts.

Indra) said the proposed initiative is part of the

government’s larger effort to “revitalise the
cooperative movement in the city with new
direction and energy.” He added that by
placing control directly in the hands of drivers,
the service would not only ensure transparency
n fares but also foster a sense of ownership
among those behind the wheel. Unlike existing
corporate-run  cab aggregators, the new
platform will be fully managed and owned by
its drivers through a cooperative structure. The
service will function via a dedicated mobile
application that directly connects passengers
with drivers, cutting out the middleman.

According to officials, the cooperative model

will bring together two-wheelers, taxis, auto-
rickshaws, and four-wheelers under one
unified system. Drivers, as members of the
cooperative, will share profits equitably and
participate in key management decisions.

The government believes this model could create

a more sustainable and inclusive urban
transport network.“Passengers can benefit
from this cooperative-run ride-hailing service
in Delhi through reliable service, transparent
fares, and no unexpected price surges. It will
uplift drivers by improving their income,
working conditions, and overall quality of life.
This approach aims for a win-win scenario
where drivers enjoy social security benefits
and fair profit-sharing, while commuters get
affordablerides,” an official said.

Defiant India keeps Russia its top oil
source. But here's the real story

(verall, India has remained defiant in its energy choices, keeping Russia as its top o1l supplier despite mounting US tariffs and diplomatic pressure.

While state refiners have cut back, private giants like Reliance Industries and Nayara Energy have significantly increased Russian crude imports.

Agency New Delhi.

Despite repeated and relentless tariff
tantrums, arm-twisting, trash-talk, and
sanction sabres by US President Donald
Trump and his aides, India has kept
Russia its top oil supplier in September,
sourcing 34% of its crude imports from
Moscow. However, there was a 10%
drop in oil imports from Russia since
January. The latest figures from the
Belgian commodities and shipping
market tracker Kpler come amid
Trump's imposition of a 50% tariff on
imports from India this August. This
included an additional 25% penalty on
purchases of Russian oil. Washington
has insisted that New Delhi haltits crude
impotts from Moscow as a precondition
for negotiating a favourable (rade
deal With imports averaging 1.6 million
barrels per day (bpd) out of total crude

arrivals exceeding 4.5 million bpd, 1. WHY TRUMP WANTS INDIA TO
Indian refiners have visibly shrugged off
‘Washington's pressure, and prioritised
discounted Urals crude that offered $2-3 The sanction saga over Russian crude

per harrel savings against Brent
benchmarks.

However, there is a bigger story
here. While state-run refiners
have cut imports from Russia by
45%, sourcing of crude from |
Moscow by private operators
reached its highest point in !
September.

Historically, Rugsia wasn't India's
primary source of crude oil.
After Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022, India

through discounted purchases.

ramped up its oil imports from a
negligible 0.2% of total imports to
35-40%, saving an estimated $17 billion

RUSSIA?

STOP OIL. PURCHASE FROM

began in earnest this summer, as Trump,
in his second term, ramped up his
crusade against Moscow's Ukraine
invasion. This was because Trump was

eyeing the Nobel Peace Prize asa "peace

president”. On August 1, he slapped a

25% "reciprocal" tariff on Indian exports

like textiles, gems, and pharmaceuticals
(valued at $87 hillion annually)
citing longstanding trade
imbalances.

But the real sting came days later.
Through an executive order,
Trump doubled duties on Indian
goods to 50% effective August 27.
By doing this, he explicitly
punished New Delhi for "directly
or indirectly importing Russian
Federation oil" that he said was
“funding Putin's war
machine". White House trade

advisor Peter Navarro branded India a

"profiteer", while Treasury Secretary

Scott Bessent accused it of exploiting

discounted Russian barrels.
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Russia makes more precise drones and is using
them to attack Ukraine’s vital rail network

kilometers (43 miles) from the Russian
border, two explosives-laden drones struck
two commuter trains in quick succession.
Russia has stepped up railway attacks over
the past three months, seeking to sow

NEWS BOX

Indian-origin expert Ashley
Tellis arrested for unlawful
retention of classified US
documents: Report

World (Agency) .
Ashley Tellis, aleading U.S.-India relations expert who
has advised successive U.S. administrations, was

to about two or three per week, according to
anAPreview of public reports.

However, what is publicly reported is only a
small fraction of the overall number of
attacks on all rail-related infrastructure,

passenger traffic, according to the State
Statistics Service. It is also essential for
moving grain and metal industry exports to
seaports and borders, and for transporting
military aid from allied nations.Russia

Russia has stepped up railway
attacks over the past three months,
seeking to sow unrest in Ukrainian

arrested over the weekend and charged with unlawful
retention of national defense information, including
more than a thousand pages marked top secret and
secret, news agency Reuters reported, citing court
documents.Tellis, 64, who served on the National
Security Council under former President George W.
Bush and is listed in an FBI affidavit as an unpaid
adviser to the State Department and a Pentagon
contractor, is also a senior fellow at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, a Washington-
based think tank, Reuters added.Tellis was born in
India and is now a naturalised US citizen,According
to the FBI affidavit seen by Reuters, in September and
October this year, Tellis accessed and printed
classified documents, including materials on military
aircraft capabilities, at Defense and State Department
buildings and carried them away in a leather briefcase.
A search of his Vienna, Virginia, residence on
Saturday reportedly uncovered over a thousand pages
of classified material. The affidavit also notes,
Reuters reported, that Tellis met Chinese government
officials on multiple occasions in recent years,
including a dinner in Fairfax, Virginia, on September
15, where he reportedly arrived with a manila
envelope that was not present when he left. Tellis held
a Top Secret clearance with access to Sensitive
Compartmented Information due to his employment
with the State Department and Pentagon.

A Justice Department statement cited by Reuters said
that if convicted, Tellis could face up to 10 years in
prison and a fine of USD 250,000. Lindsey Halligan,
U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, told
Reuters: “We are fully focused on protecting the
American people from all threats, foreign and
domestic. The charges as alleged in this case
represent a grave risk to the safety and security of our
citizens.”U.S. officials have consistently emphasised
the prosecution of individuals who mishandle
classified information, Reuters noted.

Britain s [ll-Prepared For
Extreme Weather, Warn
Climate Advisers

London .(Agency)

Britain must urgently prepare for global warming of at
least 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels by
2050, its climate advisers said on Wednesday,
warning the country is ill-prepared for extreme
weather that is already occurring.Britain this year

experienced its warmest summer since records began,

which impacted health, agriculture and
infrastructure with droughts declared in several
regions."It is clear we are not yet adapted for the
changes in weather and climate that we are living
with today, let alone those that are expected over
coming decades," the Climate Change Committee
wrote in a letter to the government in response to a
request for advice from an environment minister.

READ: Earth May Have Crossed Its First Climate
Tipping Point as Coral Reefs Collapse

The CCC outlined six critical areas: public health, food
security, infrastructure resilience, protection of cities
and towns from extreme weather disruption,
maintenance of public services and climate-resilient
economic growth.Most governments promised
under the 2015 Paris Agreement to try to prevent the
average global temperature rise from exceeding 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.But
scientists have been surprised by how quickly
changes are unfolding, with average global
temperatures already having warmed by 1.3-1.4
degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial average,
according to data from UN and EU science agencies.

India Elected To UN Human
Rights Council For 7th Time

New York.(Agency)

India has been elected to the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) for the 2026-28 term,
marking the country's seventh stint on the Geneva-
based rights body.Announcing the results of the
election held on Tuesday, the UNHRC in a social
media post said India's three-year term will begin on
January 1,2026.India's Permanent Representative to
the UN, Parvathaneni Harish, in a social media post,
thanked all delegations for their overwhelming
support."India was elected to the Human Rights
Council for the term 2026-28 for the seventh time
today," he said.This election, the diplomat said,
reflects India's unwavering commitment to human
rights and fundamental freedoms."We look forward
to serve this objective during our tenure," he said.

The UN Human Rights Council consists of 47 member
states elected by the UN General Assembly for three-
year terms nder equitable geographic distribution
rules.Council seats are allocated to the five regional
groups as follows: African States, 13 seats; Asia-
Pacific States, 13 seats; Eastern European States, 6
seats; Latin American and Caribbean States, 8 seats;
and Western European and other States, 7 seats.ndia,
which last served on the UNHRC in 2024 following
two consecutive terms, took a gap this year before
seeking election for the 2026-28 term in compliance
with rules that bar a third straight tenure.

India has been a member of the Council continuously
since its creation in 2006, except for three mandatory
breaks in 2011, 2018, and 2025. In the first Council
election in 2006, India was elected with the highest
number of votes, securing 173 of 190 votes. Since
then, India has had six terms, in 2006-2007,
2008-2010, 2012-2014, 2015-2017, 2019-2021
and 2022-2024.

regions it borders by depriving
people there of rail connections.

unrest in Ukrainian regions it borders by
depriving people there of rail connections,
Oleksandr Pertsovskyi, the CEO of the
Ukrainian state railway, told The

KYIV. (Agency)

When Russian drones smashed into the
Shostka train station in northeastern
Ukraine earlier this month, they killed a 71-
year-old man, injured at least eight people
and left train cars buckled by fire and
riddled with shrapnel holes.It was one of
the latest examples of what Ukrainian
officials say has been a surge since mid-
summer in attacks on railways, a critical
artery for commercial and military logistics.

They are part of Russia's broader targeting of
infrastructure that now is being carried out
with greater precision thanks to advances
in long-range drone technology that

include onboard video feed.

In the attack in Shostka, less than 70

Trump threatens to yank World Cup games from
Boston though it's up to FIFA to choose sites

WASHINGTON. .(Agency)

US President Donald Trump on Tuesday

threatened to relocate World Cup
matches set to be played next year in
suburban Boston, after suggesting that
parts of the city had been “taken over”
by unrest.

Foxborough, Massachusetts, home to
the NFL's New England Patriots and
about 30 miles from Boston, is set to
stage matches as the US cohosts the

2026 World Cup with Mexico and |
Canada. Trump was asked about |
Boston's mayor, Michelle Wu, a |

Democrat whom he called
“intelligent” but "radical left.”“We
could take them away,” Trump said of
the World Cup games. “T love the
people of Boston and [ know the games
are sold out. But your mayor is not
good.”He suggested “they're taking
over parts of Boston" without offering
details, but added “we could get them
back in about two seconds.”The
Trump administration has already
deployed National Guard troops to
Washington and Memphis, and efforts
to do so in Chicago and Portland,

said. Attacks have picked up pace

Oregon, have sparked legal
fights.Wu's office did not react directly
to Trump's threat, issuing a statement
that read, “Boston is honored and
excited to host World Cup matches,
and we look forward to welcoming
fans from around the world to our

beautiful city, the cradle of liberty and
city of champions.”Trump's
comments came during his meeting
with Argentina President Javier Milei
and it wasn't immediately clear what
he was referring to by parts of Boston
having been seized. Earlier this month,
however, there were multiple arrests in
connection with a pro-Palestinian
protest that turned violent on Boston

Associated Press.“What happens is not just
about the quantity, it’s also the approach of
enemy forces. Now, as they have very
precise Shahed drones, they are targeting
individual locomotives,” Pertsovskyi

Ukrainian railway managers have prided
themselves on speedy repairs and their
ability — so far — to keep the trains
running despite repeated strikes, but
officials and analysts warn that advances in
Russian drone capabilities and the growing
tempo of attacks pose a serious threat.

Since the start of Russia's full-scale invasion
in early 2022, railway officials have
publicly reported about roughly one attack
on railways per week. Since mid-summer
of this year, that rate has more than doubled

which could include damage to power lines,

electrical substation, rail tracks, train
stations and other structures.Oleksii
Kuleba, a deputy prime minister in charge
of restoration and development, said there
have been 300 attacks on railway
infrastructure since August alone — which
would represent about 10 attacks per week.
Ukraine’s rail network carries more than 63%
of the country’s freight and 37% of

developing new drone capabilitiesRussian
forces have added a key upgrade to their
drone fleet since the summer, according
to Serhii Beskrestnov, a Ukrainian
military and drone expert whose team
studies intercepted Russian
drones.Cameras and radio modems,
which send and receive data wirelessly,
have been fitted to various types of long-
range strike drones. That allows operators
to adjust a drone’s flight path in real time,
sharply increasing precision compared to
preprogrammed models.Beskrestnov
said locomotives are particularly
vulnerable to the new technology, because
they are relatively slow and follow
predictable routes.“If the Russians eep
hitting diesel and electric locomotives, the
time will come very soon when the track
will still be intact — but we’ll have nothing
left to run on it,” he said.The modified
drones can fly up to 200 kilometers .

med

Common. Four police officers were
injured.Trump has previously
suggested he could declare cities “not
safe” for the 104-game soccer
tournament and alter a detailed hosting
plan that FIFA confirmed in 2022. It

As Israel frees some Gaza

hospital chief remains

Under Gaza’s ceasefire deal, Israel freed dozens of

ical staff, a prominent

imprisoned

CAIRO. (Agency)

includes games at NFL stadiums near
New York, Los Angeles and San
Francisco.World Cup host sites
aren't up to Trump. The 11 US cities
— plus three in Mexico and two in
Canada— are contracted with FIFA,
which would face significant
logistical and legal issues to make
changes in the eight months before
the June 11 kickoff.“It’s FIFA’s
tournament, FIFA’s jurisdiction,
FIFA makes those decisions,” the
soccer body’s vice president Victor

Montagliani said earlier this month ata

sports business conference in London.

Trump nonetheless said, “If somebody is

doing a bad job, and if I feel there’s
unsafe conditions, I would call Gianni
—the head of FIFA who’s phenomenal -
- and I would say, ‘Let’s move into
another location’ and they would do
that.

US Supreme Court to hear key minority voting rights
case that could reshape control of Congress

wAccording to voting advocacy groups, a
Supreme Court ruling striking down
Voting Rights Act protections for
minorities could lead to Republicans
picking up an additional 19 seats in
the House.

[}

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

The US Supreme Court hears a case
involving Black voters on Wednesday
that could have lasting repercussions
on whether Democrats or Republicans
control the House of Representatives.

The case touching on the thorny issues of
race and politics is a challenge to a
congressional map adopted by the
Louisiana state legislature creating a
second Black majority district.The
conservative-dominated top court
actually heard the case last term, but in
an unusual move it decided not to issue

African-Americans

tend to
overwhelmingly vote Democratic and
they make up one-third of the
population of Louisiana, which has six
congressional districts.

Following the 2020 census, Louisiana

created a new congressional map that
included only one Black majority
district instead of the previous two.

The American Civil Liberties Union

(ACLU) and others filed suit claiming
the new map diluted Black voting
power and violated the Voting Rights
Act, which was passed during the civil
rights movement in 1965 to remedy
historic racial discrimination.

The Louisiana legislature released a new

map last year with two Black majority
districts that was met with the legal
challenge from a group of "non
African-American" voters. It has now
reached the Supreme Court, where
conservatives hold a 6-3 majority.

a ruling and scheduled it for re- The opponents of the redrawn map argue

argument during the current session.

that using race to design congressional

districts is racial gerrymandering
prohibited by the equal protection
clause of the 14th Amendment to the
US Constitution."The stakes are
incredibly high," said ACLU attorney
Sophia Lin Lakin.

"The outcome will not only determine

the next steps for Louisiana's
congressional map, but may also shape
the future of redistricting cases
nationwide."Republicans currently
hold a slim majority in the House and
an increase or decrease in the number
of Black majority districts could help
tip the balance in the November 2026
midterm elections, when all 435 seats
in the chamber will be up for grabs.

'One-party control'
According to a report by two voting

advocacy groups, Fair Fight Action
and Black Voters Matter, a Supreme
Court ruling striking down Voting
Rights Act protections for minorities
could lead to Republicans picking up
an additional 19 seats in the House.

doctors, nurses, paramedics and other medical
personnel seized during raids on hospitals. But more
than 100 remain in Israeli prisons, including Dr.
Hossam Abu Safiya, a hospital director who became
the face of the struggle to keep treating patients under
Israeli siege and bombardment.

Despite widespread calls for his release, Abu Safiya was

not among the hundreds of Palestinian detainees and
prisoners freed Monday in exchange for 20 hostages
held by Hamas. Abu Safiya, director of Kamal Adwan
Hospital in northern Gaza, has been imprisoned
without charge by Israel for nearly 10 months.

Health Workers Watch, which documents detentions

from Gaza, said 55 medical workers — including 31
doctors and nurses — were on lists of detainees from
Gaza being freed Monday, though it could not
immediately be confirmed all were released.

The group said at least 115 medical workers remain in

custody, as well as the remains of four who died while
in Israeli prisons, where rights groups and witnesses
have reported frequent abuse.Cheering staff from al-
Awda Hospital carried on their shoulders their
released director, Ahmed Muhanna, who was held by
Israel for about 22 months since being seized in a raid
on the facility in northern Gaza in late 2023. “Al-Awda
Hospital will be restored, its staff will rebuild it with
their own hands. ... I am proud of what we have done
and will do,” Muhanna told well-wishers, his face
visibly gaunter than before his detention, according to
video posted on social media.Al-Awda Hospital,
damaged during multiple offensives in the largely
leveled Jabaliya refugee camp, has been shut down
since May, when it was forced to evacuate during
Israel's latest offensive.srael’s two-year campaign
aiming to destroy Hamas after its Oct. 7, 2023, attack
decimated Gaza’s health system, forcing most of its
hospitals to shut down and heavily damaging many,
even as staff struggled to treat waves of wounded from
bombardment amid supply shortages.

During the war, Israeli forces raided a number of

hospitals and struck others, detaining hundreds of staff.
Israel says it targeted hospitals because Hamas was
using them for military purposes, a claim Palestinian
health officials deny.Abu Safiyalt was not known if
Abu Safiya, 52, might still be released. Israeli officials
did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
His family said on social media there were “no
confirmed details about the date of his release,” adding
that freed detainees described him as “in good health
and strong spirits.”working for Hamas. Staff and
international aid groups that worked with him deny the
claims.

Pakistan reports new clash with Afghan

forces along northwestern border

Tensions have remained high since last week, when the Taliban government accused Pakistan of carrying out
airstrikes in Kabul and in an eastern market. Pakistan has not acknowledged those allegations.

PESHAWAR. (Agency)

Clashes erupted Tuesday between |

Pakistani and Afghan forces in a
remote northwestern border region,
with state-run media in Pakistan
accusing Afghan troops of opening
“unprovoked fire” that was
repulsed.Pakistani forces responded,
damaging Afghan tanks and military
posts, according to Pakistan TV and
two security officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because they
were not authorized to speak to the
media.

Tahir Ahrar, a deputy police

spokesperson in Afghanistan’s Khost
province, confirmed the clashes but

provided no further details. This is the
second time this week that the two sides
have traded fire along their long
border.According to Pakistan’s state-run

media, Afghan forces and Pakistani
Taliban jointly opened fire at a Pakistani
post “without provocation,” prompting Over the weekend, Kabul said that it targeted

what the media described as a

“strong
response” from Pakistani troops in

Kurram, a district in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

Security officials said Pakistan's
military also destroyed a
sprawling training facility of the
Pakistani Taliban.There was no
immediate comment from
Pakistan’s military, which has
been on high alert since Saturday,
when both sides traded fire across
multiple border regions, resulting
in dozens of casualties on each
side.

Although the clashes halted on

Sunday after appeals from Saudi

Arabia and Qatar, all border

crossings between Pakistan and

Afghanistan have remained closed.

several Pakistani military posts and killed
58 Pakistani soldiers in retaliation for what

it called repeated violations of Afghan
territory and airspace. Pakistan’s military
reported lower figures, saying it lost 23
soldiers and killed more than 200 “Taliban
and affiliated terrorists” in retaliatory fire
along the frontier. Tensions have remained
high since last week, when the Taliban
government accused Pakistan of carrying
out airstrikes in Kabul and in an eastern
market. Pakistan has not acknowledged
those allegations.

But Pakistan has previously launched strikes
inside Afghanistan, saying it targets
hideouts of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, or
TTP, which is separate from but allied to the
Afghan Taliban.Pakistan accuses Kabul of
harboring the group, which has carried out
numerous deadly attacks inside Pakistan.
Kabul denies the charge, saying it does not
allow its territory to be used against other
countries.
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Don't call it a home Test just
because the venue is on
Indian map: R Ashwin

New Delhi. (Agency)

Just because the Indian team is playing within
the boundaries of the Indian map does not
necessarily mean they are playing in familiar
home conditions. Ravichandran Ashwin has
made a striking and somewhat controversial
claim following India’s Test series against the
West Indies.The Indian Test team recently
played matches in Ahmedabad and New
Delhi against the West Indies and is
scheduled to travel to Kolkata and Guwahati
for a two-match Test series against South
Africa later in November and December. The
recently retired spinner expressed his
concern that having such a large number of
home venues across the country does not
always benefit the Indian team, even when
they are technically playing at home.Ashwin
elaborated that when India plays Test
matches at venues where they do not play
red-ball cricket regularly, the team is unable
to fully capitalise on the home advantage. In
his view, familiarity with conditions is
critical, and without regular exposure to these
venues, the team is left guessing about pitch
behaviour and conditions, despite being the
home side.The former spinner further added
that there are significant challenges involved

in playing across different parts of India, as
the country’s diverse geography leads to
vastly different pitch conditions and playing
environments from one region to another.

"In Guwahati, when you play South Africa,
maybe India will play well and trouble South
Africa. But just because it’s a part of the
Indian map, it doesn’t automatically become
atrue home game for India. I see it as an away
game for India within India. Because we have
not played a lot of Test matches at such
venues. As the home team, we didn’t know
what to expect. I am talking from that
perspective," Ashwin said on his YouTube
channel.

India's Test Venues

The Tamil Nadu spinner stated that India needs
to establish fixed Test centres for hosting
international matches, especially against
visiting teams, in order to gain maximum
home advantage.

India women's team
visits Mahakaleshwar
Temple after twin
World Cup losses

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Indian women's cricket team visited
Ujjain's Mahakaleshwar Temple on October
15, 2025, to seek blessings after suffering
back-to-back defeats to South Africa and
Australia in the ICC Women's World Cup.
The players participated in the early morning
Bhasma Aarti and spent time offering
prayers in the Nandi Hall.

Back-to-back three-wicket defeats to South
Africa and Australia in Vizag have put
India's World Cup campaign on hold. Led by
Harmanpreet Kaur, the hosts sit third on the
points table with four points from four
matches and a net run rate of 0.682, with
three league-phase games still to play. The
team now faces mounting pressure to
bounce back if they are to keep their
semifinal hopes alive.India's chances of
reaching the semifinals remain in their own

hands. A clean sweep of the remaining three
games would see them finish with 10 points
and secure a spot in the top four. Winning
two out of three could see them progress
depending on net run rate, while losing two
would likely end their semifinal hopes.

India began the tournament on a strong note,
beating Sri Lanka in Guwahati and Pakistan
in Colombo. However, narrow defeats to
South Africa and Australia have put
additional pressure on the side to recover.
Both opponents exposed the weaknesses in
India’s five-bowler strategy, targeting the
inexperienced pacers Kranti Gaud and
Amanjot Kaur, while comfortably
negotiating the spinners’ spells.India will
next face England at Indore on Sunday,
followed by matches against New Zealand
(October 23) and Bangladesh (October 26)
at the D.Y. Patil Stadium in Navi Mumbai. A
key focus will be the inclusion of a sixth
bowling option to strengthen the attack.

Ronaldo breaks record but Hungary deny
Portugal early World Cup 2026 qualification

Cristiano Ronaldo set a new record
for World Cup qualifying goals, but
Hungary secured a late 2-2 draw,
preventing Portugal from clinching a
spot in next summer's tournament
with two games remaining.

New Delh. (Agency)

Cristiano Ronaldo scored twice and set a new
World Cup qualifying record, but Portugal
were held to a 2-2 draw by Hungary, missing
the opportunity to secure early qualification
for the 2026 tournament. At 40, Ronaldo has
now netted 41 goals in World Cup
qualifying, overtaking the previous record of
39 held by former Guatemala striker Carlos
Ruiz.Portugal were on the verge of securing
their place at next summer’s World Cup in
Canada, Mexico, and the United States, with
England’s 5-0 victory over Latvia in Group
K meaning only a win would confirm their
qualification. However, a dramatic 9lst-
minute equaliser from Liverpool midfielder
Dominik Szoboszlai denied them victory,

leaving Portugal five points clear at the top of
Group F with two matches remaining. Their
next chance to seal qualification comes on 13
November, when they face the Republic of
Ireland in Dublin.Portugal got off to a poor
start in Lisbon, falling behind in the eighth
minute when Attila Szalai headed in a well-

placed corner from Dominik Szoboszlai after
goalkeeper Diogo Costa failed to claim the
ball. The hosts responded in the 22nd minute,
with Cristiano Ronaldo converting Nelson
Semedo’s low cross from close range to level
the score. That goal marked Ronaldo’s 40th
in World Cup qualifying, setting a new all-

Ranji Trophy: Prithvi Shaw out for duck as
Maharashtra suffer horror start vs Kerala

New Delhi. (Agency)

Prithvi Shaw’s Ranji Trophy debut for
Maharashtra did not go according to plan,
as the opener fell for a four-ball duck
against Kerala on Wednesday, October 15.
Shaw, who had looked impressive in the
warm-up game ahead of the tournament,
was trapped plumb in front of the stumps by
pacer MD Nidheesh.It wasn’t just Shaw -
three other Maharashtra batters were also
dismissed for a duck within the first 20
balls of the match, as Kerala ran riot against
the Ankit Bawne-led side. Along with
Shaw, promising youngster Arshin
Kulkarni, No. 3 batter Siddhesh Veer, and
captain Ankit Bawne himself were sent
back to the dugout early, leaving
Maharashtra reeling in the morning
session.Following the top-order collapse,
Ruturaj Gaikwad steadied the innings with
support from veteran Jalaj Saxena.

Shaw’s dismal performance came just days
after a belligerent knock of 181 off 219
deliveries in a practice game. In that match,
Shaw had launched a brutal assault on his

Puerto Rico vs Argentina: Messi becomes player

—

former team Mumbai, showcasing the kind
of form that once made him one of India's
most promising young talents.

However, Shaw’s sensational innings wasn’t

the biggest talking point of that warm-up
match. He was involved in an ugly spat with
his former teammate Musheer Khan
following his dismissal. Attempting a slog-
sweep, Shaw mistimed his shot and was

caught at deep fine leg. As he began walking
back to the pavilion, tempers flared between
him and Musheer, leading to a heated verbal
exchange. The confrontation escalated
when Shaw, visibly frustrated, appeared to
fling his bat in the direction of his former
teammates, prompting the umpire to step in
and quickly defuse the situation.The
incident caught the attention of both fans
and officials, particularly in light of Shaw’s
turbulent exit from the Mumbai team. The
25-year-old opener had ended his long-
standing association with the side earlier
this year, opting to represent Maharashtra in
search of a fresh start after a series of
disciplinary issues and form slumps had
stalled his once-promising career.Shaw’s
stock in Indian cricket has significantly
declined since his debut in 2018. Despite a
bright start, the batter has struggled to
maintain consistency and has often found
himself embroiled in controversies, both on
and off the field. As a result, he has yet to
fulfil the immense potential he showed
early in his international career.

with most assists in international foothall

New Delhi. (Agency)

Argentina captain Lionel Messi reached
another historic milestone on Tuesday,
becoming the player with the most assists in
men’s international football. In a
commanding 6-0 victory over Puerto
Rico, Messi provided two assists, taking
his international tally to 60 and
surpassing Neymar and Landon
Donovan, who each have 58. With this
achievement, Messi is now just three
assists shy of 400 across his professional
career.Argentina wrapped up their US
tour in style at Chase Stadium in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida—Messi’s home
ground with Inter Miami. While the
captain did not score, he provided assists
for Alexis Mac Allister and Lautaro
Martinez, both of whom scored braces,
with Gonzalo Montiel and an own goal from
Steven Echevarria rounding off the 6-0
victory.

While widely regarded as one of the greatest
goalscorers in football history, Messi's
vision and creativity as a playmaker are
equally remarkable. His first international

Might be
public to

«Australia captain Pat Cummins
has called the upcoming ODI series
against India a special occasion,
suggesting it might be the last
opportunity for fans in Australia to
witness Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma in action.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Australia captain Pat Cummins has described

the upcoming ODI series against India,
starting Sunday in Perth, as special, noting it
could be the "last chance" for fans Down
Under to witness superstars Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma in action in this country.The
32-year-old Cummins, sidelined due to a
back injury, will be watching from the
stands. Rohit and Kohli have been named in
India's squad for the three-match ODI series

;'rr Yo B

e ‘u

assist came more than 19 years ago during
his World Cup debut in 2006, when
Argentina defeated Serbia and Montenegro
6-0.In the first half against Puerto Rico,
Messi showcased his trademark brilliance,

threading a precise pass to Gonzalo Montiel
in the box to open the scoring. Later, he
produced a clever back pass that led to
Lautaro Martinez's second goal. These
moments exemplify the precision, vision,
and tactical intelligence that have made
Messi a unique talent in world football. By

surpassing Donovan and Neymar, Messi

has cemented his place not only as one of the

most prolific scorers but also as one of the
most gifted creators in international football
history.

With the 2026 World Cup on the
horizon, expectations for Messi
remain sky-high. Having lifted the
trophy in Qatar in 2022, he is widely
expected to aim for another crowning
achievement before concluding his
international career.Overall, Messi
now has 397 assists across 1,129
matches. He will return to Inter
Miami as they prepare to face
Nashville SC in Major League
Soccer this Saturday.Argentina,
ranked third in the world by FIFA,
faced Puerto Rico, ranked 155th,

which included some college players in

their squad. Despite a near-miss from

Leandro Antonetti early on, Argentina

dominated throughout. Goalkeeper

Emiliano Martnez made a crucial save,

denying a shot that almost beat him from

distance.

time record.Ronaldo struck again just
before half-time, finishing Nuno Mendes’
cross to score the 948th goal of his career
and his 143rd international goal, giving
Portugal a 2-1 lead. Despite Portugal’s
dominance in the second half, hitting the
post twice within 15 minutes through Ruben
Dias and Bruno Fernandes, they could not
extend their advantage. Substitutes,
including Joo Flix, were denied by
outstanding saves from Hungary goalkeeper
Balzs Toth.Szoboszlai’s stoppage-time
strike ensured Hungary secured a point and
kept their hopes of topping the group alive.
Hungary remain second in Group F, just one
point ahead of the Republic of Ireland, who
defeated Armenia 1-0 in Dublin.

Ronaldo’s illustrious 22-year international
career has seen him help Portugal win the
2016 European Championship and two
UEFA Nations League titles. The closest he
has come to World Cup glory was in 2000,

when Portugal reached the semi-finals,
losing to France and then Germany in the
third-place play-off.Portugal must now wait
until November to try again to secure their
spot at the 2026 World Cup, with Ronaldo
once more at the heart of their hopes.

Australia heading into
Ashes with their worst
team since 2010:
Stuart Broad

New Delhi. (Agency)

England bowling great Stuart Broad has claimed

that Australia are heading into the Ashes with
their 'worst' team since 2010, as the war of
words heats up ahead of the iconic series.
Broad made the comment in response to former
Australia opener David Warner's prediction
that England would lose the series 4-0 down
under.England's last win in Australia came in
2010-11, when Broad was part of a squad that
won 3-1 to retain the urn. However, in their
three subsequent tours, England suffered heavy
defeats of 5-0, 4-0, and 4-0."It's very, very
difficult to win in Australia as an England side,
or any side - it just is," Broad told the For the
Love of Cricket podcast on BBC
Sounds."Australia have to be massive
favourites. The question really was 'Which
team's under the most pressure?' Well,
Australia are under the most pressure because
they're expected to win. They're brilliant at
home."But they've got question marks over
their team and question marks over [the fitness
of] captain [Pat Cummins]."

Broad retired from playing after the Ashes series

in England in 2023, when Australia retained the
urn with a 2-2 draw.He added: "You wouldn't
be outlandish in thinking - it's actually not an
opinion, it's a fact - it's probably the worst
Australian team since 2010 when England last
won, and it's the best English team since

a',‘

2010."So those things match up to the fact it's
going to be a brilliant Ashes series."

The first Test starts in Perth on 21 November, and

Australia's preparations have been hit by the
potential absence of skipper Cummins, who
has not played since July due to lumbar bone
stress in his back.The pace bowler is still
recovering and has said he is "less likely than
likely" to play in the opener. His absence would
leave Australia with a bowling attack of
Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazlewood, and Scott
Boland, all in their mid-30s, while their other
seamers are inexperienced or untried at Test
level.

the last chance for Australian
see Rohit-Kohli: Pat Cummins

against Australia, starting
in Perth on October
19."Virat and Rohit have
been part of almost every
Indian side for the last 15
years, so this might be the
last chance for the
Australian public to see
them playing out here,"
Cummins told
JioHotstar.They've
obviously been champions
of the game for India and
are always very well
supported. Whenever we
play them, the crowd gets |
loud," he added.The
premier pacer admitted his
disappointment at missing
the series, which will also feature games in
Adelaide and Sydney, followed by a five-
match T20 International series from October
29.

"It's a shame to miss the white-ball series
against India. I think the crowds are going to

be huge. There's already a lot of excitement
built up here in Australia," he said."So,

whenever you miss a game, it's
disappointing. But missing a big series like
this is always a bit harder to take," he
added.Cummins also offered his perspective
on the approach Australia should follow

under stand-in captain Mitchell Marsh.

"It's three matches you want to win, but it's also
about giving exposure to the younger guys
coming through, particularly those who
weren't part of the last World Cup."The goal
is to try and play them, see what they can do,
and make sure that once we get close to the
World Cup, we know what our 15-man
squad is going to be and that we're well
placed," he said.On pacer Mitchell Starc's
retirement from T20 international cricket to
focus on his Test career, Cummins said he
understands the thought process behind the
decision.

"I knew it was on Starkey's mind for a little
while, retiring from T20Is. Playing all three
formats is tough. He's a couple of years older
than me and has played 100 Test matches as
well, quite a few more than I have," he said.

“He wants to prioritise Test cricket. He's had a
fantastic T20I career, and there are plenty of
other guys who, while they may not do
exactly what Starkey did, can step in and fill
his shoes," he added.
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Kajol
Mukherjee

Recalls Growing Up Watching
Mom Work ‘24/7, Says She

Didn’t ‘Want To Join Films’

I < ajol’s mother, Tanuja Mukherjee, is remembered for her iconic roles in

films like Jewel Thief (1967) and Haathi Mere Saathi (1971}, but behind
the glamorous life everyone saw, there was constant hard work and

struggle—growing up, this affected Kajol, who decided not to step into the
world of movies.While speaking with The Hollywood Reporter India, Kajol
talked about the struggles of her mom and how it shaped her opinion about the
industry. Kajol, while talking about her mom’s struggle, shared, “When [ was
growingup, Irealised that she struggled a lot.”

he further elaborated and revealed, “*She worked 24/7 and didn’t get paid even
half as much as she should have. It wasn’t a stable or continuous source of
income. I remember thinking, ‘I never want to work that hard.” She would
work from seven in the moming till late at night, sometimes coming home
only to bathe and head back to set. She did that for years when we were kids. Nobody
could pay me
enough to do
that. That was the
main factor that
made me not want to
be in films. Otherwise,
with my mom, my dad,
my grandfather... it was
such anormal part of my
life, so 1 was never
starstruck by it.”

Kajol on keeping
boundaries

Kajol also spoke about
keeping certain
boundaries and shared
that if she likes some scripts, there aren’t many demands. She added, “I have a few clear
boundaries. 1 will not subject myself to scenes of molestation or rape. I don’t enjoy them as
subjects, and I don’t feel they 're necessary to prove my worth as an actor.”

Kajol on actors working harder statement

During the conversation, Kajol was asked about her statement on Two Much, regarding actors
working harder than employees who work 9-3. Explaining her comment, the actress said, “l was
atan event in Jaipur. The flight to Jaipur was at 7 a.m., by the way. So 1 reached there, and the
event was atabout 3 p.m. And I was sitting at this event and somebody asked me, ‘Youhave such
a glamorous life.” I said, you’re only looking at it from the point of view that, oh, she is so well =
dressed, and she’s got makeup and she’s sifting here in front of me. But you don’t know that I
took the 7 am. flightin the moming, for which Thad to wake up at 5 in the moming and reach the
airport by 6. So that T could board the 7 axn. flight. And I have come here, got dressed, gotten
ready, had lunch, and then gone immediately to do photos, one interview, and then come to sit
over here in this chair in front of you. SoThave had a packed day from 5 in the morning.”

ashmika Mandanna and Ayushmann Khurrana
are the new talk of the town for their on-screen
hemistry. They have been in the headlines for
their upcoming film ‘Thamma’ Now, the actress has
shared a cute picture with Ayushmann on her
b Instagram story, captioning it as “Delhi here we come"
 #Thamma. In the picture-perfect moment, both were
o scenin fraditional attire and smiling at the camera.
Rashmika was seen wearing a pink kurti, and
Ayushmann was seen in a white kurta with
sunglasses and a big smile. Rashmika and
Ayushmann will be seen in the upcoming horror
comedy Thama. The duo visited Delhi for the
promotion of their upcoming movie. It will be
interesting for fans to see their chemistry in the
pCoMIng movie.
bout Thama
hama is a Romantic Comedy horror movie directed
by Aditya Sarpotdar. The film is the 5th instalment
in the Maddock Horror comedy universe. Along
with Rashmika and Ayushmann, the film also
catures Nawazuddin Siddiqu and Paresh Rawal.
The movie basically revolves around World of
,’ armpires and is billed as a " Bloody love story."
e movie is in the last stage of its promotions and is
ady to hit theatres on Diwali this year, ie, 21
ctober. It will be the first release of Ayushmann on
Biwali, and the actor seemns very excited about that.
Thama Trailer Launch
The Thama official teaser was launched on August 19,
25 \The teaser starts by portraying Ayushman and
Rashinika as lovers and showing that they are destined
e together, showing a perfect love story. But the
valof Nawazuddin Siddiqui changes the plot of the
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Rashmika Mandanna’s

Picture-perfect Moment With Thamma Co-
. Star Ayushmann Khurrana Is The Cutest

story, adding thrill and suspense to keep the viewers
fully focused on the story.

Ayushmamn Khurrana portrays Alok, who is termed
“Insaaniyat ki aakhri umeed", the last hope of
humanity. Despite the makers concealing most of his
character details, Alok is anticipated to signify
empathy in a world filled with upheaval Rashmika will
be seen playing Tadaka, who is said to be “Reoshni ki ek
hipehli kiran", the very first ray of light. The character

of her is a source of light in the middle of a love and
chaos-torn world.Rashmika Mandanna talked about
her experience during the shooting of Thama, which
was one of her most challenging projects. In an
interview with The Nog Magazine, she mentioned,
“Oh my God! Tharna! We really had to hustle hard for
this film.

I was convinced that I had seen all kinds of shoots after
doing 24-25 films. But Thama made me realise that
was not prepared for it. T am convinced that this film
will change people’s perception of me."
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‘Yahaan Sab Kuch Real Hota Hai™;
Badshah Slams People Calling
lndlan ldol Scrlpted

Idol, returns for a new season on Sony

Entertainment Television, bringing a wave of
nostalgia and melody under the heartfelt theme —
Yaadon Ki Playlist: Jahaan Awazein Aaj Wali Aur
Gaane Aap Wale. Every time a reality show airs, a
section of society often tends to tag it as scripted, and
that often happens with Indian Idal too. Serving as a
judge an the show, Badshah has now decided to shut
this gossip once and for all.

What is Badshah’s take on Indian Idol being
scripted?

Recently, judge Vishal shared a memorable story about
Tabish, the brother of singer Danish, who is known
for his incredible voice and also participated in
Indian Idol. He said, “Last time, while leaving, he
hummed something so incredible that we asked him
to sing it, and it blew us away. People even
questioned and trolled us if it was planned or scripted
because it was so impressive.”

Responding to this, Badshah made it clear, “I just want
to tell the camera that yahaan kuch scripted nahi
hota. Sab kuch real hota hai. Scripted hota toh main
toh follow hinahikar pata script.”

Badshah Moved By Contestant’s Emotional Journey

In a recent promo shared on the Sony Channel’s
Instagram, the rapper was extremely moved by
contestant Dharmesh’s emotional journey.

Dharmesh, who hails from Chandigarh, comes from a
musical family but has an unhealed wound — he
hasn’t seen his daughter since 2019, a few months
after she was born. The separation pushed him into
depression, but music gave him hope and a sense of
purpose.Speaking to the contestant, the DJ Wale
Babu singer said, “Don’t let me down. Don’t let a
man down. Dan’t let a father down. Dharmesh, apne
emotion ko itna haawi mat hone do. Mujhe pata hai
yeh emotion kya hai, main bhi apni bacchi se door
rehtahoon.”

AboutIndian Idel

Promising to blend today’s talent with songs of
yesteryears, this season is set to be a musical
celebration of Indian music, filled with emotions,
memories, and extraordinary talent.

Aneet Padda Gets A Sweet
Birthday Wish From Saiyaara
Director Mohit Suri: Love You
Forever And Ever’

India’s most iconic singing reality show, Indian

neet Padda turned 23 on Monday, October

13, and celebrated it with her loved ones.

The actress rose to overnight fame after
featuring in Mohit Suri’s romance drama
Saiyaara. The film, also starring Ahaan Panday as
the lead, broke several box office records,
becoming a blockbuster success. It is no secret
that Aneet shares a warm bond with the director,
which is evident from her social media posts. So,
it was not a surprise that Mohit Suri came up with
the sweetest wish for the birthday girl.

On Tuesday, Mohit Suri uploaded a picture with
Ancet Padda on Instagram. In the snap, Ancet
Padda flashed a soft smile while taking the selfie.
The director, on the other hand, planted an
affectionate kiss on her head. His lovely side note
read, “Happy birthday, my star Aneet Padda!
Thank you for lighting the way for all ofus. Love
vou foreverand everand ever."

It’s all good," while another netizen commented,
“Such a strong message one of the best posts on
the gram inrecent times ! More power to you.”

Aneet Padda Celebrates Birthday With Ahaan
Panday At Coldplay Concert

Aneet Padda, who is rumoured to be dating her
Saiyaara co-star Ahaan Panday, celebrated her
birthday night enjoying a Colplay concert. Ahaan
dropped a set of pictures and a video from the
musical night on his now-disappeared Instagram
Stories. The first photo was a playful selfie where
the duo smiled ear-to-car, grooving to the music.
The next image was a candid shot of Aneet,
staring at the sky illuminated with fireworks. In
the last slide, the two displayed their LED
bracelets.

Ahaan Panday Feeds Birthday Cake To Aneet
Padda

In another video, going viral on Reddit, Aneet
Padda was seen cutting a birthday cake with
Ahaan Panday by her side. The actor took a
spoonful and fed it to the actress before the two
exchanged smiles and laughter. Adding to the
magic was the music of Saiyaara’s soulful title
track playing in the background.
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