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Why all that
glitters not be gold

Uncertainty, fear of the debasement of purchasing
power through inflation, and the comfort of real
things are driving investors to invest in
commodities. Gold has been one beneficiary
alongside oil and gas, as well as transition-
critical minerals such as copper, nickel, cobalt,
lithium and rare earths.The focus is scarcity-
driven due to stagnant investment in new
production. But investors, both direct and those
seeking exposure through funds, face
challenges in investing in these assets.

There are two main ways of investing in
commodities—shares in resource firms or in the
minerals themselves. Both present unique
complexities.Investment in shares of resource
companies is complicated by multiple factors.
Pure exposure to the desired commodity is
difficult to obtain. Many miners are diversified.
BHP, the world's largest mining company by
market capitalisation, is a producer of iron ore,
copper and metallurgical coal. Storied Anglo-
American has operations covering diamonds,
copper, iron ore, coal, nickel, manganese and
platinum group metals.Asset portfolios are
constantly changing through mergers,
acquisitions, joint ventures and divestments. In
2022, BHP shifted its oil and gas assets into a
joint venture to reduce involvement in carbon-
based fuels. After rejecting a takeover offer from
BHP, Anglo-American proposed a complex
restructure to focus on copper and iron ore. Oil
and gas firms have vacillated about renewable
energy investments.Even where a ‘pure play’
exists, there are other issues. Estimates of
reserves may be incorrect. In 1997, Bre-X
Minerals, a major Canadian miner, collapsed
with large losses to investors after fraudulently
contaminating core samples with gold derived
from other sources. An old definition of a mine
is 'a hole in the ground with a liar standing next
to it’.The exposure may be diluted by currency
effects as resource companies operate in
different jurisdictions. Many firms hedge their
commodity price exposure to ensure revenues
are sufficient to ensure satisfactory returns. For
an investor secking exposure to price
appreciation of the commodity, this alters the
investment dynamics. A hedged producer does
not necessarily benefit from higher prices.

Hedging introduces new risks. A number of
companies have faced financial distress as a
result of increased margin requirements on
hedges. In 1999, a sharp rise in gold prices drove
Ghana’s Ashanti Gold, which had locked in the
metal’s price, to near bankruptcy.

There are other problems too. Production
difficulties, including weather factors, may
dilute commodity price effects. Lower output
from one producer may adversely affect
shareholders. The risk of accidents and legal
liabilities—such as the Brazilian tailing dam
failure which affected BHP and Vale, or BP’s
Mexican Gulf oil spill—is ever present.
Increasingly, political risk—sanctions,
expropriations, trade restrictions—and
changing local regulations are also rising
concerns.Corporate financial engineering—the
amount of leverage, refinancing risk, borrowing
costs—affects the share price performance of
individual firms. The US shale oil industry is
heavily dependent on the cost and supply of
credit. Exposure to the stock may not translate
into exposure to the commodity sought.Direct
investment in the commodity itself is equally
fraught. Commodities are not traded in the same
way as financial assets making it difficult to
obtain exposure.

India had no presence in Afghanistan during the
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Pak threat brings India, Taliban closer

Delhi has advanced step-by-step normalisation of its ties with Afghanistan by hosting Muttaqi

THE Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) paid a price for

the week-long visit of its Foreign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi to India. Within hours of Muttaqi’s arrival in
New Delhi, Pakistan carried out attacks on Kabul,
targeting the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). The
Taliban retaliated two days later, resulting in vicious
military clashes and about 250 deaths along the Durand
Line. Although skirmishes have continued, major
military operations have ended following mediation by
Qatar and Saudi Arabia.Pakistan was triumphant when
the IEA was established. The Economist described the
Taliban’s takeover in Afghanistan as a “strategic setback
and stinging humiliation” for India. By inviting Muttaqi,
India has advanced the calibrated, step-by-step
normalisation of its relations with Afghanistan. External
Affairs Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar
announced the upgrading of India’s Technical
Mission in Kabul, established in June 2022, to
the status of Embassy of India. New Delhi
decided to engage with the Taliban as they
consolidated their power.

previous Taliban rule and wanted to prevent a
hiatus in the India-Afghan contact. Moreover,
encounters in Jammu and Kashmir involving
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed
operatives have revealed their use of US-made
M4 and MI16 rifles. It becomes necessary,
therefore, to keep engaging with the Taliban to
ensure that anti-India terror groups do not use
Afghan territory.

has decided to recommence development
cooperation projects, especially in healthcare,
public infrastructure and capacity-building.
The joint statement noted that while online
scholarships continue, the pursuit of studies by
Afghan students at Indian universities under the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and other
scholarship programmes is under active consideration.

The EAM announced that India introduced a new visa

module for Afghans in April and that “we are now issuing
a greater number of visas, including in medical, business
and student categories” — a long-standing Afghan
demand. There is potential for greater cooperation in
water management, irrigation and mining. To promote
trade, airfreight corridors connecting Delhi, Mumbai and
Amritsar to Kabul and Kandahar will begin operating
soon.Muttaqi received a tumultuous welcome when he
visited Darul Uloom Deoband, which also led to a
controversy in India. There is a close connection between
the Sufi traditions of India and Afghanistan and of the
Taliban with Deoband, which was opposed to the

Partition and remained focused on education and
religious teaching (the Pakistani Deobandi madrasas
deviated from the Hanefite moorings of Deoband and
turned to Wahabbism and Salafism). The most popular
Sufi tradition followed in South Asia, the Chishti Silsilah,
has its roots in Chisht-e-Sharif, near the Hari Rud India-
Afghanistan Friendship Dam. Mujahideen leader and
former head of the Nagshbandi Sufis, Sibghatullah

their co-founders, Mullah Abdul Salam Zaef, noted his
assessment of Pakistan and the Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) in his autobiography, My Life with the Taliban. He
called Pakistan a “two-faced country” and described how
the IST has spread in Afghanistan “like a cancer which puts
down its roots in the human body”. Zaef added that the ISI
was famous in Taliban circles for its treachery: “It is said
that it can get milk from a bull”.

Mojaddedi, had more of his ancestors buried in Indiathan There has been criticism about India welcoming the
in Afghanistan.

There were two sideshows during Muttaqi’s visit. The first
was the public relations disaster for the IEA that followed
his first press conference at the Afghan Embassy, which
excluded women journalists. The Press Club of India
“strongly condemned” such exclusion, and the Editors

Guild of India called the decision “blatant gender
discrimination on Indian soil”. Muttaqi had received
women journalists before, in Dubai and Moscow. He
made amends and held a second press conference, in
which women journalists were not just numerous, they
occupied the front rows and asked blunt questions.

The second was the escalating Afghanistan-Pakistan

conflict. Muttaqi said Islamabad had been wrongly
accusing Afghanistan of helping the TTP carry out strikes
against Pakistan, which must set its house in order instead
of blaming the Afghans. The Taliban and the TTP have
organisational as well as ideological linkages and have
fought together. They believe that if Pakistan considers
an Islamic Emirate to be good for Afghanistan, it should
be an equally rational choice for Pakistan.

The Taliban have always been wary of Pakistan. One of

Time for diplomacy to end Ukraine war, ease oil plan

representative of an Islamist regime. The Taliban’s head,
Mullah Hibatullah Akhundzada, has reasserted a harsher
orientation of governance, vindicating the charge that the
Kandahar-based senior Taliban leadership is composed of
misogynists and ethno-nationalists. Women have
disappeared from public life in Afghanistan. Girls cannot
study beyond middle school. In the face of
aggressive questioning by women journalists,
Muttaqi conceded that education for girls is not
‘haram’, but did not say when they would be
allowed to return to schools and universities. The
Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation
in Afghanistan, Richard Bennett, in his latest
report to the United Nations General Assembly,
describes the repression of girls and women in
Afghanistan as a crime against humanity, while
the International Criminal Court has issued arrest
warrants against the Taliban head and the Chief
Justice. Yet, one of the tireless crusaders for
human rights in Kabul today, Mahbouba Seraj,
realistically believes that to improve the
situation, there is no alternative to engaging with
the Taliban.

| India must now fulfil its promises if its people-to-
people relations with Afghanistan are to thrive.
Although the Indian visa policy for Afghans has
been liberalised, very few visas have been
issued, and the processing time is inordinately
long. Provision must be made for emergency
business and medical visas. India should also revive
granting visas to children sponsored by the Afghan Red
Crescent Society for all-expenses-paid surgeries in Indian
hospitals to treat congenital heart disease. When revived,
the ICCR scholarship scheme must include a high
percentage of women.So far, only Russia has formally
recognised the IEA. More countries, including India, are
likely to move to normal, state-to-state relations with
Afghanistan as soon as the Taliban take steps towards
more inclusive governance and the observance of human
rights, including women’s rights. As the Indian Embassy
in Kabul begins functioning, the IEA will send its
diplomats to the Afghan Embassy in Delhi. Even so, the
black-red-green tricolour of the Islamic Republic will
continue to fly atop it for some more time.

I the proposed Trump—Putin talks in Budapest lead to even a partial easing of tensions, the benefits will be global—but particularly felt in energy-dependent economies like India.

US President Donald Trump is now turning his attention
to the Ukraine war. Following what both sides described
as a “very productive” phone call with Russian
President Vladimir Putin on Thursday, the two leaders
agreed to meet in Budapest, Hungary, possibly within a
fortnight. The conversation came a day before Trump’s
meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, where a deal for long-range American
Tomahawk missiles was under discussion.Such
weapons may not end the war, but their ability to strike
deep inside Russia could complicate an already tense
equation. Yet Trump’s fresh diplomatic effort deserves
attention—not least because the prolonged conflict has
disrupted global supply chains and kept energy prices
volatile. For India, which imports over 85 per cent of its
crude needs, stability in oil markets is crucial to
containing inflation and sustaining growth.

Washington’s recent decision to impose an additional 25 per

cent tariff on Indian goods, reportedly in response to New
Delhi’s continued purchase of discounted Russian oil,
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shows how easily global rivalries can spill over into trade
and policy. Ahead of his talks with Putin, Trump claimed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had assured him that India
would phase out Russian oil imports. The Ministry of

Sizing up swadeshi ambition

Messaging app Arattai’s sudden qrowth shows Indians are open to suggestions from the qovernment. The preference seems to be for a clutch of large

External Affairs swiftly rejected this,
clarifying that no such conversation had
taken place and reiterating that India is
expanding and diversifying its energy
basket. Whether the claim stemmed from
the recent visit of US Ambassador-
designate Sergio Gor to Delhi is unclear.
Trade data, however, show a gradual
moderation in Russian oil purchases.
Indian Oil Corporation sourced 4.62
million barrels in September, compared to
10.35 million in January. Even so, India’s
energy appetite remains vast, driven by
rapid economic growth and rising
consumption. If the proposed
Trump—Putin talks in Budapest lead to
even a partial easing of tensions, the
benefits will be global—but particularly
felt in energy-dependent economies like India. After years
of conflict, it is time for diplomacy, not weaponry, to take
the lead.

companies—an American pattern. In contrast, China cut Jack Ma to size to make space for lesser entrepreneurs

The meteoric rise of Zoho’s messaging app Arattai in
India looks like a real-world example of aapada
mein avsar (opportunity in adversity), a stage prop
which usually serves to dress up debacles as
challenges that fortune considerately strews in our
path. The app debuted in 2021 and enjoyed
indifferent growth until the end of September,
when its graph suddenly soared-it was being
downloaded over 100 times more frequently than
before and hit 2 million downloads in a single day
on October 1. The earlier baseline was about 3,000
downloads per day.The Arattai surge was propelled
by a concerted wave of endorsements from Union
government ministers, whose data and
communications are hosted by Zoho to secure
digital sovereignty. And these were actually proxy
endorsements of the prime minister’s call for post-
Mahatma swadeshi, even in the choice of
messengers. And that, in turn, was an aapada mein
avsar response to the tariff war being conducted
against India by Donald Trump, an attempt to paper
over India’s foreign policy setback by dressing it up
as an opportunity to support Indian enterprise with
Nehru-Gandhi era protectionism. And the windfall
beneficiary of this intricate web of global and local
forces is Chennai’s digital entrepreneur Sridhar
Vembu, who promoted Zoho and Arattai.

The primary question is: though tariffs are now
spurring protectionism, in the long run, will they
actually encourage India to integrate more deeply
with globalisation and explore new markets,
abandoning protectionist barriers that could have

been thrown out long ago with the licence-permit
raj? For decades, there’s been a case for
overhauling frameworks and attitudes to the
boilerplate on which the nation runs, but the efforts
have been piecemeal, slow and incomplete.

For instance, Bibek Debroy had highlighted dated
legislation from the 1990s and finally the
statute books were updated in 2023-though
imperfectly. Another example: dual
citizenship should have been a priority for a
nation with the world’s biggest diaspora, not
gingerly steps like the overseas citizen of
India identity. In personal finance, while a
large class of Indians is very literate about
overseas stock markets, they can access them
only through the telescopically restrictive
liberalised remittance scheme. Ironically,
India has also toyed with de-dollarising
foreign trade, a revolutionary
project.Reforms don’t go all the way because
of ancient fears, especially of foreigners, their
hidden hand and the dollars it clutches. I
remember a conversation long ago in the
Norwich home of the Tamil translator
Lakshmi Holmstrom and her husband Mark,
who had pioneered work on aspects of Indian
labour. The conversation turned from the borders
between languages to ones that hem in our
economy.“Do you seriously think that India should
still have a controlled currency?”” asked Mark. The
1997 East Asian financial crisis was still vivid in
memory. Ten nations had accused George Soros

and financial shamans of rigging currency markets
in order to bring down their governments, while
India remained a safe zone because of RBI
controls. “Yes, please,” I replied. Rarely have I
seen a man as exasperated with human stupidity as
Mark was with my opinion.Looking back, I wonder

if 1 sought safety because of nebulous fears of
barbarians at the gate. Keeping them out is
generally a good idea, but globalisation is an even
better idea. Nations can’t maximise its benefits
without exposing themselves to its risks, which
they must learn to manage. And governments have
no business restricting people’s freedom of choice

on the pretext of keeping them safe.

That seems to have happened in the case of Arattai,
which was talked up by ministers as a swadeshi
alternative to WhatsApp - which it isn’t, because
the level of privacy is different. What lies ahead?
Arattai could repeat the story of Koo, the swadeshi
Twitter that the government embraced when the
original refused to follow its diktats. After an initial
surge, it dwindled to nothingness.

The Indian government has a history of relations
with the corporate sector which differs from that of
other major Asian economies. After World War 2,
Japan scaled up rapidly because it had a culture of
agreement between its government and
corporations, whose goals converged via the
business body Keidanren. Earlier, family-owned
zaibatsu like Sumitomo and Mitsubishi controlled
industry tightly and could speak directly with the
government. Their power was diluted after World
War 2 to democratise markets.But South Korea’s
chaebol like Samsung and Hyundai retain a similar
role even today. China has developed a kind of
party-controlled capitalism which retains
communist goals. For instance, it downsized Jack
Ma because the state wanted to see a lot of lesser
entrepreneurs succeed, instead of a small number
of immense corporations. That’s a characteristic of
American business, which India is following. And
yet most Indian enterprises are in the small,
medium and unorganised sectors, which never
interface with the government and have no way of
being on the same page.
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Diwali Relief For
Taxpayers: CBIC Extends
GSTR-3B Filing Deadline To
October 25

New Delhi.(Agency)

: Good news for taxpayers! The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has extended the
GSTR-3B filing deadline to October 25, 2025,
offering much-needed relief amid the festive rush.
The decision comes as a Diwali gift to both monthly
and quarterly filers who were struggling to meet the
earlier October 20 deadline. The move follows
requests from several chartered accountants who
pointed out that the original due date clashed with the
Diwali celebrations.

In its letter to the Finance Ministry, the BCAS
highlighted the timing issue, stating that “the
standard statutory due date for furnishing the return
is 20th October 2025. The same falls immediately
after Sunday, 19th October 2025. Furthermore, the
period encompassing 20th October 2025 to 23rd
October 2025 coincides directly with the primary
days of the Diwali festival, which is observed as a
significant public holiday cluster across the
country.”BCAS explained in its letter that preparing
and finalizing FORM GSTR-3B involves a lot of
groundwork — from reconciliation and data entry to
reviewing Input Tax Credit (ITC) eligibility, which
often depends on GSTR-2B generated after the 14th
of each month. It also includes arranging funds for
tax payment. However, since the period from
October 19, 2025, coincides with Diwali
celebrations, professionals, accountants, and
company staff find it difficult to complete these tasks
on time. BCAS noted that this makes the compliance
window extremely tight — almost non-existent
during the festive week.BCAS concluded its letter by
urging the government to consider a short extension,
saying, “Therefore, as a significant step towards ease
of doing business, it is earnestly requested that the
due date for filing GSTR-3B of September 2025 be
extended. Granting this essential administrative
relief will enable registered persons and tax
practitioners to complete the necessary compliance
procedures following the conclusion of the festival
period, ensuring accurate and complete return filing
and promoting adherence to the provisions of the
CGST Act without penalizing taxpayers for
unavoidable circumstances.”

Why are loan applications
rejected even with a good
credit score

KOLKATA.(Agency)

All lending institutions lay a lot of emphasis on credit
score, highlighting it as a deal-maker or breaker.
However, what they often don't highlight is that it is
not the only factor that decides whether an
individual's loan application will be entertained or
not. In short, credit score is a necessary, but not a
sufficient condition for clinching a loan.

Since millions of youths apply for loans -- variety of
them, personal loans, home loans and car loans -- it is
necessary that they should have an idea of what
banks and NBFCs look for while considering a loan
application. In short, lenders consider other factors
such as one's income, past credit behaviour, existing
loans, stability of the job, age of the individual and
other financial commitments before arriving at a
decision.Incidentally, a good credit score in this
country is usually 750 and above (out 0f 900), while a
score between 700 and 749 is considered decent.

Why is applicant's age significant

Age can be a reason for rejecting a loan application.
Any lender is eager to grant a loan to a young person,
simply because he/she will have a higher number of
years to earn and repay. If the applicant is close to
his/her superannuating age, any lender will hesitate
simply because the applicant might not have enough
time to repay the loan completely during the working
life.

Absence of fixed income

If the income of the applicant is not regular, a lender
will think many times before granting approval.
Many people earn through freelancing and self-
employment which might not generate a regular
income though the total income might not be small.
Banks are always comfortable with a regular and
predictable income since the repayment has to be
done on a monthly basis. One will be more
comfortably placed to service an EMI through
monthly income than through irregular income.

Lydus vs Rubicon: Which is
stronger in the US market;
which is indicating faster
growth

KOLKATA.(Agency)

Indian pharma companies are poised for fast growth.
Despite the 50% punitive tariffs on Indian imports to
the US, many pharma companies of this country are
enjoying a reprieve as they manufacture generic
drugs and export to that country. Here we take a
comparative look at Rubicon Research and Zydus
Lifesciences to find out how they are faring vis-a-vis
the lucrative US market.

Pharma companies that have a focus on innovation and
strong export markets are set to do well. Pharma
exports from India has exceeded $50 billion in the last
financial year (FY25). Rubicon Research and Zydus
Lifesciences are two important names in this domain.
Rubicon is focusing on the US market; so is Zydus
Lifesciences.Business models are different

There are significant differences between the business
models of the two companies. Rubicon Research has
afocus on highly regulated markets such as the US. In
the last financial year, this company earned 98.49%
of its revenue from the US. Rubicon Research can
boast of gross margins of more than 70% by staying
focused on complex and low-competition specialty
products. But Zydus Lifesciences is an integrated life
sciences company. Its competence lies across the
whole value chain -- from research to product
development, from manufacturing to marketing.

Gold Coins To Cars, India Witnesses
Record-Breaking Festive Sales

Gold coins are leading demand, with

also performing well. Silver items,
especially coins and puja articles, have
surged nearly 40 per cent over last
year. “We're also seeing a 15 per cent
increase in self-purchase trends, with
younger consumers choosing
lightweight, responsibly sourced
jewellery to mark personal
milestones,” Rokde added.

New Delhi.(Agency)

In the ongoing festive season, India is
witnessing record-breaking sales — be it
automobiles, gold or electronics and
home appliances — driven by robust
consumer demand and GST 2.0 reforms.
While gold and silver sales on Dhanteras
was more than 25 per cent higher in value,

as consumers anticipate further rally, the
auto industry saw surge in sale volumes.

hallmark-certified lightweight jewellery According to analysts, the festive season
shows renewed enthusiasm for gold
purchases. On Dhanteras, the All India

Gem and Jewellery Domestic
Council (GJC) reported a surge in
gold and silver purchases following
a sharp price correction. “We
expect festive sales to cross Rs
50,000 crore. Despite high gold and
silver prices, consumer sentiment is
strong, driven by strategic buying
and early wedding purchases,"
according to Rajesh Rokde,

Chairman, GJC.Gold coins are [ =

leading demand, with hallmark- §

certified lightweight jewellery also
performing well. Silver items,
especially coins and puja articles,
have surged nearly 40 per cent over

last year. “We’re also seeing a 15 per cent
increase in self-purchase trends, with
choosing
lightweight, responsibly sourced

younger consumers

Foreign Investors Turn Buyers In
Indian Market Amid Festive Cheer Market Sentiment Next Week

New Delhi.(Agency)
Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
have substantially reduced their selling
in the Indian market and have even
turned buyers in some days, analysts
said on Sunday. A marginal change in
FII activity is discernible in recent
days. Till October 17, FII selling
has drastically reduced to only Rs
4,114 crore.“The principal reason
for this change in FII strategy is the
reduced valuation differential
between India and other markets.
India’s underperformance during
the last one year has opened up
prospects for better performance,
going forward,” said Dr. VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Investments
Ltd.Also, the prospects of earnings
growth in response to fiscal and
monetary reforms have improved.
High frequency data indicate brisk
sales of automobiles and consumer
durables during the festive season, he

mentioned. With the valuation
differential coming down and Indian
earnings likely to improve in FY27,
FIIs are likely to slow down selling
going forward. Higher valuation in
India and cheaper valuations elsewhere

have been the principal drivers behind
the FII strategy.A persistent feature of
FII activity for the last two years has

been the sustained FII
buying/investment in the primary
market. “The relatively lower

valuations of IPOs and the preferential
allotment to institutions have rendered
FII investment through the primary
market a highly profitable investment.
This trend is likely to continue,” said
analysts.The market enters the new
week with a optimistic outlook.
Cooling inflation, robust
domestic macro fundamentals,
and strong earnings momentum
offer a constructive setup for
the medium term, said Ajit
Mishra-SVP, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd. The
upcoming truncated trading
week will be event-heavy, with
several key triggers lined up for
investors.
On October 21, the one-hour
Diwali special muhurat trading
session, marking the beginning of
Samvat 2082, will be closely watched
for sentiment cues and festive cheer,
with strong retail and institutional
participation anticipate.

Calcutta Stock Exchange may mark its last Diwali
in 2025 ahead of voluntary exit as bourse

KOLKATA.(Agency)

The Calcutta Stock Exchange (CSE), one
of India's oldest bourses, may this year
celebrate its last Kali Puja and Diwali
on October 20 as a functioning
exchange, with the process of
voluntary exit as a bourse nearing
completion after a decade-long legal
battle. Trading at CSE was suspended
by SEBI in April 2013 following
regulatory non-compliance.

After years of efforts to revive operations
and contest SEBI directives in courts,
the exchange has now decided to back
out of the business and seek a voluntary
exit from its stock exchange licence.

"Approval has also been obtained from
the shareholders vide EGM dated April
25,2025 relating to the exit of the stock
exchange business. Accordingly, CSE
submitted the exit application to SEBI,
which has, in turn, appointed a
valuation agency for undertaking the
valuation of stock exchange which is in
progress," CSE Chairman Deepankar
Bose said.Once SEBI grats exit

approval for stock exchange business,
CSE will function as a holding
company, while its 100 per cent
subsidiary, CSE Capital Markets Pvt
Ltd (CCMPL), will continue broking
as amember of NSE and BSE.

The regulator has also cleared the

proposed sale of CSE's three-acre
property on EM Bypass to the Srijan
Group for Rs 253 crore, expected to be
executed post-exit approval by SEBI.

Founded in 1908, the 117-year-old

institution once rivalled the Bombay
Stock Exchange in trading volumes
and stood as a symbol of Kolkata's
financial heritage.

The decline began after the Rs 120-crore

Ketan Parekh-linked scam triggered a
payment crisis at the Calcutta Stock
Exchange, as several brokers defaulted
on settlement obligations. The episode
shattered investor and regulator's
confidence, resulting in a prolonged
erosion of trading activity.

A nostalgic mood now prevails among

the few members as CSE prepares for

its last festive celebration as an
independent bourse."We began each
day with a prayer to Goddess Lakshmi
before trading till April 2013 when
trading was suspended by the
regulator. This Diwali feels like a
farewell to that legacy," said veteran
stock broker Siddharth Thirani,
recalling the bustle that once filled the
Lyons Range floor till 1990s.

In December 2024, CSE's board resolved
to withdraw its pending cases in the
Calcutta High Court and the Supreme
Court and apply for voluntary exit. The
proposal was formally submitted to
SEBI on February 18, and received
shareholder approval on April 25 this
year.SEBI has appointed Rajvanshi &
Associate to undertake the valuation --
the final step before approval.

In preparation, the exchange launched a
Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS)
for all employees, entailing a one-time
payout of Rs 20.95 crore which will
have an annual savings of around Rs 10
crore.

jewellery to mark personal milestones,”
Rokde added.According to Amit Kamat,

deliveries are

spread over two-three days, in line with
the auspicious muhurat. “Overall demand
has been robust, and the GST 2.0 reform
has further provided positive momentum.

We expect to deliver over 25,000 vehicles
during this period,” he noted.

Chief Commercial Officer, Tata Motors The positive momentum is driven by the
Passenger Vehicles Ltd, this year,
Dhanteras and Diwali

festive spirit, a buoyant market

environment and the encouraging impact
of GST 2.0 reforms. “We are
witnessing strong customer
demand, with deliveries expected
to be around 14,000 units —
approximately 20 per cent higher
than last year,” said Tarun Garg,
Whole-time Director and COO,
Hyundai Motor India Limited
(HMIL).

Huge shopping was witnessed
across India on Dhanteras, with
total trade estimated to have
crossed Rs 1 lakh crore, marking
one of the strongest festive
seasons in recent years. Gold and
silver alone accounted for more

than Rs 60,000 crore in sales, while Delhi

markets registered transactions exceeding

Rs 10,000 crore as demand for indigenous

products surged, according to CAIT.

US Tariffs, Trade Deal Talks,
Q2 Results Likely To Drive

New Delhi.(Agency)

The coming week is expected to be crucial for
Indian stock markets as quarterly earnings, US
tariffs, trade deal developments, and FPI activity
are likely to shape market sentiment. Any updates
from the United States on tariffs against China or
progress on the India-US trade deal will likely
influence market trends.Union Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal recently said that
discussions on the proposed India-US bilateral
trade agreement are progressing rapidly and in a
positive atmosphere. At present, Indian equity
indices are trading at all-time highs. If both
countries announce a bilateral trade agreement,
the market could witness a fresh rally.Several
major companies including HUL, SBI Life, Dr.
Reddy’s, and SBI Card have already announced
their July—September quarter results. So far, Q2
earnings have largely met market expectations.
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) have turned net
buyers this month, investing Rs 6,480 crore in
equities so far in October. This comes after three
consecutive months of net selling by FPIs.The
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past week was strong for Indian markets. The
Nifty rose 424 points or 1.68 per cent to close at
25,709.85, while the Sensex jumped 1,451.37
points or 1.76 per cent to settle at 83,952.19.
Among sectoral indices, Nifty Realty was the top
gainer, rising 4.14 per cent. Nifty Auto gained
1.90 per cent, Nifty Financial Services 2.59 per
cent, Nifty FMCG 3.00 per cent, Nifty
Infrastructure 1.70 per cent, and Nifty
Consumption 2.73 per cent.Performance across
midcap and smallcap segments was mixed during
the trading week of October 13—17. The Nifty
Midcap 100 Index gained 204.85 points or 0.35
per cent to close at 58,902.25, while the Nifty
Smallcap 100 Index slipped 10.95 points to
18,122.40.Analysts said that the rally was
underpinned by strength in consumption-driven
sectors and a broad-based recovery across realty,
healthcare, and banking. “Investor confidence
was further buoyed by easing concerns around
asset quality in the financial sector and
expectations of improved volume growth in the
festive quarter," market experts said.

Reformed GST Slabs Trigger Surge In
Market And Consumer Confidence

Goods and Services Tax (GST) is a
comprehensive, multi-stage, destination-
based tax levied on the supply of goods
and services. It was introduced in India
to simplify the tax structure by replacing
multiple indirect taxes with a single,
unified fax.

New Delhi.(Agency)
A renewed sense of enthusiasm and
momentum has been felt across markets,
industry, business circles, and among the
general public, following recent reform in
tax slabs of the Goods and Services
(GST), said Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal on
Saturday. Goyal said this in a joint press
conference with Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw.Speaking on the ease
the reformed GST system has given to the
consumers, Union Ministers hailed the
recent GST rate rationalisation as a major
driver of economic momentum during
this year's festive season. The Union
Ministers highlighted that the GST rate

rationalisation reforms, which came into
effect on September 22, have led to
increased consumer demand, price
reductions, and a visible boost in key
sectors such as automobiles, electronics,

and FMCG, among others.Goods and

Services Tax (GST) is

a

comprehensive, multi-stage,
destination-based tax levied on the
supply of goods and services. It was
introduced in India to simplify the tax
structure by replacing multiple indirect
taxes with a single, unified tax.GST
reforms came into effect in India on
September 22, following the 56th GST
Council meeting. The most significant
change was the move from a multi-
tiered slab system (0%, 5%, 12%, 18%,
and 28%) to a simplified structure of
5% and 12% only, with a new 40% rate

for luxury and "sin" goods.In a joint press
conference today in the national capital,
Union Finance Minister Sitharaman
highlighted the tangible impact. "It was
launched on the first day of Navratri, I feel
the people of India have received it well,"
the Finance Minister said, adding that the
government has closely monitored 54
essential items and found that in every one
of'them, the tax benefit has been passed to

September alone saw a surge in
purchases, with passenger vehicle
dispatches touching 3.72 lakh units, two-
wheeler sales reaching 21.60 lakh units,
and three-wheeler dispatches growing 5.5
per cent YoY.Emphasising the impact of
rate rationalisation, Sitharaman stated that
sales of television sets surged 30-35 per
cent while the sales of Air Conditioners
(ACs) doubled on the first day. On day 1,
LG India noted exponential growth in

consumers.The recent GST rate cut has
led to a surge in orders for auto component
manufacturers, driven by increased
vehicle sales and consumer purchasing
power. She added that the last nine days of

sales and during Navratri season sales of
FMCG sector too have gone up, she
further added.The period from Navratri to
Diwali traditionally sees heightened
home-buying sentiment across the
country. Industry experts suggest
that the combination of reduced
GST rates and festive enthusiasm
is set to accelerate housing
demand. With lower input costs
potential buyers are expecting
lower prices and showing greater
confidence in making purchase
decisions during this
period.Union Commerce and
Industry Minister, Piyush Goyal
said the reforms were long in the
making. "Finance Minister's
announcement of the GST reform
on September 3 had been in the
works for nearly a year and a quarter under
the guidance of the Prime Minister. I thank
the Prime Minister and the Finance
Minister for making this year's Navratri so
special. On September 22, the new form of
#NextGenGST was implemented. In the
markets, among industry and business
circles, and among the general public,
everyone experienced a renewed sense of
enthusiasm and energy," he added.
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Delhi MP housing complex fire: Residents blame

poor upkeep, lack of fire prepuredness for blaze

Residents
claimed that a
few children
wetre injured and
taken to a
hospital, and
several families
suffered heavy
losses due to the
fire at
Brahmaputtra
Apartments.

Agency New Delhi.
Residents of a Delhi apartment complex

that saw a massive fire Saturday
afternoon said despite being a high-
security building complex where
several MPs and their staff lived, it
lacked basic fire preparedness and was
poorly maintained. |

Residents claimed that a few children |
were injured and taken to a hospital, 4
and several families suffered heavy {8
losses due to the fire at Brahmaputra
Apartments in Baba Kharak Singh
Margarea.

The apartments complex, inaugurated in =
2020, has residences of Rajya Sabha
MPs and their staff.On its part, the Central
Public Works Department (CPWD), which
maintains the building, said that all fire-
fighting systems were operational and were
effectively used to contain the fire before the
arrival of fire tenders.The fire began on the
ground floor, which was a parking space but
filled with fumiture, polishing materials and
otherinflammable items, residents said.

= SR

Officials said the cause of the blaze is under
investigation, but residents said it started after
the stacks of furniture caught fire when
firecrackers were burst in the stilt area, which
then spread rapidly.

"It almost looked like a sofa godown. We ran for
water, but nothing worked. We went to the fire
extinguishers and the pipes, but there was no
water supply."By the time the fire trucks came,
it was already too late. They came close to an

hour late, Gangaram Valmiki, who
waorks for various MPs and was among
the first to witness the incident, told
PTI.The Delhi Fire Services (DFS)},
however, denied the allegations of
delay, saying that teams reached the site
promptly after receiving the
call According to officials, the DFS
received a call regarding the fire at 1.22
pmand began operations by 1.40 pm.
Fourteen fire tenders were rushed to the
site, and the blaze was brought under
control by 2.10 pm, it said Kamal
Gahtori, personal assistant to
Uttarakhand MP Naresh Bansal, told
PTI that the first floor, where he resides,
was the worst affected.He said that when the
fire broke out, he was attending a programme
while his family was out of town for Diwali.
His cook had gone out for work, leaving behind
the cook's wife, two small children and the
cook's elderly mother."The cook's wife had
gone downstairs to get some milk and when she
came back, she saw the fire.She immediately
rushed back into the houseto save her family.

AQI breaches 400 on festive
day, Delhi's air quality worsens

Agency New Delhi.

On the festive Satarday, capital’s air quality took a
sharp turn for the worse, with pollution levels
breaching the 400 mark at one of the locations placing
parts of the city firmly inthe ‘Severe’ category. Anand
Vihar was the worst-hit, recording an alarming AQILof
407, followed by Wazirpur (347), Vivek Vihar (310),
and Sirifort (308). The citywide average AQI at 8:5
pm stood at 266, placing Delhi overall in the ‘Poor’
category.

Despite the celebratory mood, the rising pollution and
smoky skies cast a shadow over the day. According to
experts, the situation is likely to deteriorate further
with falling temperatures, lower wind speeds, and
accumulation of pollutants, typical of early winter in
the national capital. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) reported that Delhi recorded a
maximum temperature of 33.5 degrees which was 0.9
degrees above the seasonal norm while the mininmium
settled at 19.6°C, which was 1.2°C above nonmal.
Relative humidity hovered between 94 percent and 49
percent, contributing to a heavy, lingering haze.

Weather officials noted that temperatures have been
gradually dipping since mid-October, signaling the
early onset of winter. The IMD has advised
commuters to remain cautious, especially daring
early mornings, when shallow fog and smog could
impact visibility. From October 19 to 22, shallow fog
or smog is expected in the mornings, with partly
cloudy skies likely on October 22 as per the IMD
website.Meanwhile, several other monitoring
stations also reported worrying AQI levels: Dwarka
Sector 8 (324), Ashok Vihar (298), Nehru Nagar
(293), and RK Puram (291), all hovering between the
‘Poor’ and “Very Poor’ categories.

JNU students detained after
protests over fines imposed
on their leaders

Agency New Delhi.
Jawaharlal Nehru University (INU) became tensed on

Saturday after its admimstration mmposed a fine of
10,000 each on student leaders for protesting against
the eviction of PhD scholars from university hostels.
The penalty, handed to INU Student Union (JNUSU)
president Nitish Kumar and Ranvijay Singh, JNU
president of All India Students Association (AISA),
sparked outrage among student organisations, which
have called it an attempt fo curb dissent on the campus.
The protest turned confrontational late in the evening,

when around 80 students tried to march from the
campus to the nearby Nelson Mandela Marg.
According fo police officials, the students broke
through barricades placed near the west gate of the
campus at around 6 pm and allegedly manhandled
police personnel while using abusive language. The
altercation caused temporary traffic disruption in the
area, following which 28 students—19 male and nine
female—were detained. Among those held were the
president, vice president and general secretary of the
INUSU.

The police said that six police personnel, including two
women officers, sustained minor injuries and were sent
for medical examination. Legal proceedings have
reportedly been initiated against the students.

The JNU proctorial office, in its official penalty order,
had said that Kumar’s actions were “serious in nature”
and warranted stricter action. As per the order, the
student union president was found guilty of staging a
protest within 100 meters of the dean of students” office
and damaging university property.

AAl conducts land survey to add four
parking bays at Hindon Airport

Agency New Delhi.
With just two parking bays available at

the Hindon Airport for commercial
planes and no operations permitted
between sunset and sunrise, the airfield
owned by the Indian Air Force |
remains severely unutilised.
The Airports Authority of India
(AAI} now wants to increase flight
operations as the airport and has ™
recently completed a survey of the
land required to triple the number
of parking spots.

of Uttar Pradesh.” He said that the
report of this survey has been
submitted to the defence estates
department.

Mahesh is confident of getting the green

Airport director Chilaka Mahesh FESSES

said on Saturday, “We are looking
at increasing the number of
parking bays {rom the existing two
to six at the earliest, which will
require around 34,500 square metres of
land. A survey to identify the land
required was conducted by AAI
officials recently along with the
defence estate and the revenue officials

signal for the expansion soon. “We will
need six to seven months to ready the
four parking bays. When the parking
slots increase, the routes from this
airport as well as the number of airlines
from here will increase too,” he said.

The AAI has posted a deputy general
manager recently at the Hindon Airport
to sort out the land issue and focus on
theairport’s expansion, he added.

The AAI began operations from the

Hindon Airport on October 11,
2019, largely to facilitate reglonal
connectivity under the UDAAN
scheme. While Star Air operates
under the scheme from this airport,
Indigo and Air India Express use it
to connect key state capitals. An
average of 46 flights operate from
this airport daily, with around 5,000
people arriving or departing from
hers Another airport official said,
“The terminal had been designed to
cater to roughly 300 people but it
handles 15 times the capacity. There is
a demand to operate more flights. MPs
from Pragyaraj and Lucknow want the
airports in their cities to be connected
withit.”

Veer Munshi on art, exile, and
healing Kushmlr s scars through craft

Agency New Delhi.
“You feel like you're walking. You

never unlace your shoes,” says
artist Veer Munshi, describing the
feeling of being away from his
home—Kashmir. He calls this
distance a restlessness that has
marked his life ever since leaving
Kashmir 35 years ago. “Youdon't
feel seftled. You just keep
walking,” he adds.

This sense of displacement lies at

Two of his works, currently on
digplay ag part of ‘Ascending Roots’
at Delhi’s Ojas Art, reflect on exile,

resilience, and the deliberate act of
healing. His pieces are displayed
alongside works by Manjunath
Kamath, both of whom were
previously exhibited at the Jaipur

Literature Festival 2025.
the heart of Munshi’s art practice. The show, presented by Anubhav Nath,

curatorial director of Ojas Art,
highlights contemporary urban artists
whose work remains deeply rooted in
Indian aesthetics. Munshi’s creations
often appear like “fractured
carpets”—meticulously assembled
from fragments that resemble
shrapnel, stitched together with

motifs drawn from Kashmir’s craft
traditions. Fach fragment tells a
story from the state. “When you see
Kashmir from afar, it looks
beautiful. But when you go close,
there’s conflict. You're healing that
conflict through these picces. L ry to
archive what is lost—the cultural
nuances, the places, the
iconography. It's a fractured
surface, but also a surface of
healing,” he explains.

Munshi’s art is rooted in traditional
Kashmiri craftsmanship—papiet-
méaché, chain stitch, Kari-e-
Kalamkari, and other fading arts that
gerve as both medium and storyieller.
His long engagement with Kari-e-
Kalamkari, a paper-méiché technique
practiced by craftsmen in Srinagar, iy
anact ofrevival

Authorities issue over 100
licences for green firecracker

sale in specific areas of Delhi

Agency New Delhi.
Ahead of Diwali, authorities have issued 103

temporary licences for the retail sale of NEERI-
approved green firecrackers at designated
locations across the city till Saturday, officials
said.

Disirict authorities, in coordination with the Delhi

Police, has also formed patrolling teams headed
by area sub-divisional magistrates (SDMs} to
ensure sirict compliance with the Supreme
Court’s guidelines on the sale and use of green
firecrackers.

A total of 159 applications were submitted for

temporary licences to sell green firecrackers, of
which 103 were approved, while 56 are still under
process, a senior police officer said. The highest
number of licenses — 21 — were issued in
northeast Delhi, followed by 20 in east Delhi, 12
in Rohini, 9 in Dwarka, 6 each in New Delhi and
southwest Delhi, 5 in outer north Delhi, 1 in outer
Delhi, and 21 innorth and central Delhi Patrolling
teams from multiple agencies, including Delhi
Police, will ensure that only NEERI- and PESO-
approved green firecrackers with QR codes are
sold and used.

The Supreme Court has permitted the sale of green

firecrackers from October 18 to 20 and allowed
their use between 6 am and 7 am, and from 8 pmto
10 pm on October 19 and 20.

Authorities have directed Delhi Police to process all
temporary sale license applications within two
days to ensure timely readiness. After Diwali,
retailers will have two days to return or safely
dispose of any unsold stock, following which
restrictions will be reinstated.

Golden glow in Delhi markets
on Dhanteras

Agency New Delhi.
The streets of Delhi echoed with festive cheer and

fancy lights, holding thousands of shoppers
excited for Dhanteras. The bustling markets on
Saturday saw jewellery stores, automobile
showrooms, and utensil shops thronged with
customers, marking the beginning of Diwali.

Despite soaring gold prices, trading hubs of the
city from Karol Bagh and Chandni Chewk to
South Extension and Lajpat Nagar also
shimmered with excitement.

The chaos of the choked traffic was quirky in its
own way, with brand new cars adorned with
ribbons crawling near major shopping streets.
Fager buyers crowded the narrow lanes of
Dariba Kalan, renowned for its exquisite gold
and silverjewellery.

Families could be seen queuing outside jewellers,
waiting for their turn to pick small gold coins or
delicate silver idols of Goddess Lakshmi and
Lord Ganesha. Overwhelmed shopkeepers said
that the festive rush was reminiscent of pre-
pandemic years.

The gold prices on Saturday were 1.31 lakh for 10
g, whilethe silver was worth Rs 1.72 lakh perkg.
“Dhanteras is about good fortune, not just price,
so even when the gold rates may be record high,
people still want to buy at least something --
even if it’s a tiny gold coin,” said Anil Soni, a
jeweller in Karol Bagh, as he handed over a
neatly packed set of bangles to a customer.

Meanwhile in Old Delhi, the gold shops were seen
selling 18-carat gold small earrings for Rs 7-
8,000 and a small pendant set with a gold chain
worth Rs 63,000. One of the shopkeepers selling
gold jewellery in Matia Mahal, Jama Masjid,
‘Wazeer Alam, said, “There are customers who
carmot afford 22 carat or 24 carat on this
occasion, so they prefer 18 carat, and we bring
out different categories of gold jewellery which
anyone can afford, like gold rings worth Rs 5-
6,000 as well for gifting purposes.”

In Lajpat Nagar and Rajouri Garden, electronic
stores and car showrooms saw brisk sales. Shiny
new cars decorated with marigold garlands
rolled out of showrooms throughout the day,
while utensil stores witnessed long queues of
shoppers purchasing steel plates, diyas, and
copper pots, symbolic of prosperity and new
beginnings.

Centre Fined Rs 20,000 For Hiding Facts
In Sameer Wankhede's Promotion Case

The Centre was seeking review of high court's August 28 order by which government was directed to

Agency New Delhi.

find out UPSC's recommendation regarding Wankhede's promotion

Service (IRS) officer, made

The Delhi High Court on Friday imposed a
cost of Rs 20,000 on the central
government for concealing certain facts
in its plea seeking review of an order
relating to the promotion of IRS officer
and former NCB Zonal Director Sameer

Wankhede.

While deprecating the conduct, a bench of
justices Navin Chawla and Madhu Jain
said it expects that the Centre will
disclose all the facts truthfully before
filing of the plea.The Centre was seeking
review of the high court's August 28
order by which the government was
directed to find out the UPSC's
recommendation regarding the
promotion of Wankhede, and promote

in case there
commendation.

Wankhede, a 2008 batch Indian Revenue

him

headlines for allegedly demanding
Rs 25 crore from Bollywood actor
Shah Rukh Khan's family by
threatening to implicate his son
Aryan Khan in the Cordelia cruise
drug bust case during his tenure in
the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) Mumbai in2021.

In its verdict, the high court had
upheld the Central Administrative
Tribunal's December 2024 ruling,
which had directed the

is such a  from January 1,2021.

The government had approached the high
court, claiming that Wankhede's case

government to open the sealed cover
pertaining to Wankhede's promotion and
if his name was recommended by the
UPSC, then promote him to the post of
additional commissioner with effect

cases lodged against him.

was placed in a sealed cover due to the

During the Friday's hearing, Centre's
counsel Aghish Dixit argued that before
the August 28 order, the competent
authority had issued a charge
memorandum and initiated regular
departmental proceedings against

Wankhede on August 18, thereby
legitimately invoking the "sealed
cover' procedure.

He claimed that the court's decision
was based on the incorrect factual
assumption that no charge memo
or charge sheet had been issued,
and therefore, a review was
justified on the grounds of this
demonstrable error.The plea was
opposed by advocate T Singhdev,
representing Wankhede, who
sought dismissal of the petition on

the ground that it was a tactic to harass

the officer.He said although the
promotion order was issued in January

2021, the Centre delayed its

implementation for several months and

only challenged the CAT's decision after

Wankhede initiated contempt

proceedings.

la
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No Kings' protests against Trump bring a
street party vibe to American cities

downtown Los Angeles and picketed

NEWS BOX

US claims to have 'credible
reports’ of Hamas plotting
attack on Gaza civilians

WASHINGTON. (Agency)
The US State Department on Saturday claimed it had

motivated to show up because of what he

conflict.”Trump, meanwhile, was

"credible reports" that Palestinian armed group
Hamas was planning an imminent attack against
civilians in Gaza, a move Washington said would be a
"ceasefire violation.""This planned attack against
Palestinian civilians would constitute a direct and
grave violation of the ceasefire agreement and
undermine the significant progress achieved through
mediation efforts," said the State Department in a
statement."Should Hamas proceed with this attack,
measures will be taken to protect the people of Gaza
and preserve the integrity of the ceasefire."The
statement did not elaborate on what those measures
would entail, although President Donald Trump had
this week threatened Hamas over the killings of
civilians.

"If Hamas continues to kill people in Gaza, which was
not the Deal, we will have no choice but to go in and
kill them," Trump had said in a post on his Truth
Social network, without specifying who he meant by
"we."Hamas and Israel agreed to a phased peace deal
last week that saw Israel end its military offensive in
Gaza in return for the release of the hostages that
remained in the Palestinian group's custody after its
October 7, 2023, attack.The first phase of the deal,
involving the release of living hostages -- and the
return of the remains of those who are dead -- is in the

Demonstrators marched through
Washington, Los Angeles and
picketed outside capitols in several
Republican-led states, a courthouse
in Billings, Montana, and at hundreds
of smaller public spaces.

RABAT. (Agency)
WASHINGTON: Large crowds of protesters
marched and rallied in cities across the US
Saturday for “ No Kings ” demonstrations
decrying what participants see as the
government's swift drift into
authoritarianism under US President
Donald Trump.People carrying signs with
slogans such as “Nothing is more patriotic
than protesting” or “Resist Fascism"
packed into New York City’s Times Square
and rallied by the thousands in parks in
Boston, Atlanta and Chicago.emonstrators
marched through Washington and

outside capitols in several Republican-led
states, a courthouse in Billings, Montana,
and at hundreds of smaller public spaces.

Trump's Republican Party disparaged the
demonstrations as “Hate America” rallies,
but in many places the events looked more
like a street party. There were marching
bands, huge banners with the US
Constitution’s “We The People” preamble
that people could sign, and demonstrators
wearing inflatable costumes, particularly
frogs, which have emerged as a sign of
resistance in Portland, Oregon.

It was the third mass mobilization since
Trump's return to the White House and
came against the backdrop of a government
shutdown that not only has closed federal
programs and services but is testing the
core balance of power, as an aggressive
executive confronts Congress and the
courts in ways that protest organizers warn
are a slide toward authoritarianism.In
Washington, Iraq War Marine veteran
Shawn Howard said he had never
participated in a protest before but was

sees as the Trump administration’s
“disregard for the law.” He said
immigration detentions without due

process and deployments of troops in US
cities are “un-American” and alarming
signs of eroding democracy.“I fought for
freedom and against this kind of extremism
abroad,” said Howard, who added that he
also worked at the CIA for 20 years on
counter-extremism operations. “And now I
see a moment in America where we have
extremists everywhere who are, in my
opinion, pushing us to some kind of civil

spending the weekend at his Mar-a-Lago
home in Florida. “They say they’re
referring to me as a king. I’'m not a king,”
the president said in a Fox News
interview that aired early Friday, before
he departed for a $1 million-per-plate
MAGA Inc. fundraiser at his club.A
Trump campaign social media account
mocked the protests by posting a
computer-generated video of the
president clothed like a monarch,
wearing a crown and waving from a
balcony.Nationwide demonstrations
In San Francisco hundreds of people
spelled out “No King!” and other phrases
with their bodies on Ocean Beach. Hayley
Wingard, who was dressed as the Statue of
Liberty, said she too had never been to a
protest before. Only recently she began to
view Trump as a “dictator.”*] was actually
OK with everything until I found that the
military invasion in Los Angeles and
Chicago and Portland — Portland bothered
me the most, because I'm from Portland,
and I don't want the military.

fraught process of implementation. Washington said
it had informed the guarantors of the peace deal --
which include the United States, Egypt, Qatar and
Turkey -- of the "imminent ceasefire violation by
Hamas."Earlier this week, Hamas tightened its grip
on Gaza's ruined cities, launching a crackdown and
executing alleged collaborators.Hamas published a
video on its official channel showing the street
execution of eight blindfolded and kneeling suspects,
branding them "collaborators and outlaws.”

Israel says Gaza's Rafah
crossing will remain closed,
adding pressure over
hostages' remains

United States .(Agency) :

The Rafah border crossing between Gaza and Egypt
will stay closed “until further notice,” Israel said
Saturday, after the Palestinian embassy in Egypt said
the territory’s sole gateway to the outside world
would reopen Monday for people returning to Gaza.

The statement by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office said reopening Rafah would
depend on how Hamas fulfills its ceasefire role of
returning the remains of all 28 dead hostages. Israel’s
foreign ministry earlier said the crossing would
likely reopen Sunday.Hamas has handed over the
remains of 10 hostages. In a statement, it asserted that
its armed wing would hand over the remains of two
more Saturday night, without identifying them.

The handover of remains is among key points, along
with aid deliveries into Gaza and the devastated
territory’s future in the ceasefire process meant to
end two years of war.The Rafah crossing is the only
one not controlled by Israel before the war. It has
been closed since May 2024, when Israel took
control of the Gaza side. A fully reopened crossing
would make it easier for Gazans to seek medical
treatment, travel or visit family in Egypt, home to
tens of thousands of Palestinians.Anxiety on both
sides over remainslsrael has been returning the
bodies of Palestinians with no names, only numbers.
Gaza's Health Ministry posts photos of them online,
hoping families will come forward.s, we want our
captives. Bring me my son, bring all our kids back,"
said a tearful Iman Sakani, whose son went missing
during the war. She was among dozens of anxious
families waiting at Nasser hospital.

Jeffrey Epstein Made
Millions From Billionaire
Leon Black, New Emails
Reveal

Yemen's Houthi rebels raid
a UN facility but all staff
are reported safe

CAIRO . (Agency)

. Iranian-backed Houthi rebels on Saturday raided a U.N.
facility in Yemen’s capital, Sanaa, a U.N. official said,
butall staff were reported to be safe.

Jean Alam, a spokesman for the U.N. resident
coordinator for Yemen, said Houthi security forces
entered the U.N. compound in Sanaa. He told The
Associated Press there were 15 U.N. international staff
members in the facility at the time of the raid, and that
“according to latest information all staff in the
compound are safe and accounted for and have
contacted their families.”The rebels also raided U.N.
offices in Sanaa on Aug. 31 and detained 19 employees,
according to the U.N. They later released the deputy
director of the UNICEF office in the country but still
hold more than 50 people, including many associated
with aid groups, civil society and the now-closed U.S.
Embassy in Sanaa.“The United Nations is taking all
necessary measures and is in contact with the relevant
authorities and counterparts to ensure the safety and
security of all personnel and property,” Alam said,
referring to Saturday's raid.Another U.N. official,
speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the raid,
said the building is operated by the UN. The
employees belong to multiple U.N. agencies including
the World Food Program, UNICEF and the Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the official
said.A spokesman for the Houthis didn’t answer phone
calls seeking a comment.The Houthis have alleged
without evidence that the U.N. staffers detained in
August were spies — something fiercely denied by the
world body and others.In a televised speech Thursday,
the Houthis' secretive leader, Abdul Malik al-Houthi,
claimed that they detained one of “the most dangerous
espionage cells” which he said was “affiliated with
organizations working in the humanitarian field,
notably the World Food Program and UNICEF.” He
didn’t offer evidence.“Accusations such as these are
dangerous and unacceptable,” U.N. spokesman
Stéphane Dujarric said of the Houthi remarks. “They
seriously jeopardize the safety of U.N. personnel and
humanitarian workers and undermine life-saving
operations.”Saturday’s raid was the latest in a long-
running Houthi crackdown against the U.N. and other
international organizations working in rebel-held
areas in Yemen. The crackdown forced the U.N. to
suspend its operations in the Houthi stronghold of
Saada province in northern Yemen following the
detention of eight staffers in January. The U.N. also
relocated its top humanitarian coordinator in Yemen
from Sanaa to the coastal city of Aden, which serves as
seat for the internationally recognized
government. Yemen has plunged into civil warin 2014,
when the Houthis seized Sanaa and much of northern
Yemen, forcing the internationally recognized
government into exile.

‘Will shatter India’s geographical immunity,
warns Pakistan Army chief Asim Munir

WASHINGTON .(Agency)

In an escalation of rhetoric, Pakistan’s
Army Chief, Field Marshal Asim
Munir, has warned that Pakistan’s
expanding military capabilities could
“shatter the misconceived immunity of
India’s geographical warspace.”

His statement, delivered during a high-
profile address at the Pakistan
Military Academy (PMA) in Kakul,
signifies yet another round of nuclear
sabre-rattling by Islamabad. This
time, it comes against the backdrop
of ongoing Pakistani airstrikes on
Afghan civilians near the border.

Munir, addressing graduating cadets,
asserted that while there is “no space
for war in a nuclearised
environment,” even a ‘“minor
provocation” from India would invite
a “decisive, beyond proportions”
response from Pakistan.

“Should a fresh wave of hostilities be
triggered, Pakistan would respond
much beyond the expectations of the
initiators,” he said. “With diminishing
distinction between combat and
communication zones, the reach and
lethality of our weapon systems will

China's ruling Communist Party meets to
map out plans for the next five years

HONGKONG .(Agency)

One of China’s most important
meetings begins Monday, as leader Xi
Jinping and other ruling Communist
Party elites gather in Beijing to map
out the goals for the next five
years.The closed-door gathering —
known as the fourth plenum — is §
expected to last four days and will §
discuss and put the final touches on
China’s next five-year plan, a
blueprint for 2026-2030.The leaders
are meeting at a time of heightened
trade tensions between Washington
and Beijing and just ahead of a possible
meeting between Xi and US President
Donald Trump during a regional
summit later this month.Here is what
to know about the meeting:

What the fourth plenum is and why it
mattersThe fourth plenum refers to the
fourth plenary session, out of typically
a total of seven sessions during the

Afghanistan, Pakistan agree to immediate
ceasefire, says Qatar Foreign Ministry

Each country has said it was responding to aggression from the other. Afghanistan denies harboring militants who carry out attacks in border areas.

shatter the misconceived immunity of
India’s geographic vastness.”

Munir went on to warn of “deeply
hurting retributive military and
economic losses” and said the
responsibility for any future escalation,
potentially with “catastrophic
consequences for the region and

Afghanistan. According to multiple
reports, these strikes have caused
civilian casualties, including the
deaths of Afghan cricketers
Sibghatullah, Haroon, and Kabeer
Agha. The military action follows a
series of deadly cross-border attacks
by the Afghan Taliban, which have
placed Pakistan’s security
establishment under growing pressure.

As Munir accuses India of destabilising
the region, Pakistan’s military is itself
being condemned for escalating
tensions with Afghanistan—a nation
still reeling from years of conflict and
humanitarian crisis.

This isn’t the first time Munir has
resorted to inflammatory language.
Just days before a deadly terrorist
attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pahalgam this year that claimed 26
civilian lives, Munir had referred to
Kashmir as Pakistan’s “jugular vein,”
stoking concerns of further unrest in
the region. As Pakistan navigates
regional tensions, its Army Chief’s
latest outburst has yet again raised
fresh alarms about the risks of nuclear
brinkmanship in South Asia.

beyond” would rest solely with India.
Munir also accused India of using
terrorism as a tool to destabilise
Pakistan. Without naming the TTP, he
warned that all "proxies" operating
from Afghan soil would be “raised to
dust.”Munir’s highly provocative
remarks come at a time when Pakistan
itself faces scrutiny for launching
airstrikes across the Durand Line in

not be released until the annual session
of the National People's Congress is
held in March.But there is little reason
to expect a radical shift away from the
format and messaging style of
previous five-year plans, Lynn Song,
chief economist for Greater China at

ING Bank, said in an interview.

' What to expect in China’s next 'five-year
plan'The world’s second-largest
economy is forecast to expand by 4.8%
this year, according to the World Bank,
a figure close to China’s official target
of about 5% growth. China faces
challenges from the trade war that has
intensified since Trump took office,
but also from chronic domestic
problems that are dragging on growth.

Longstanding efforts to boost consumer
spending and investment by
businesses and to curb excess capacity
in many industries top the list of
economic priorities.

five-year term of the Chinese
Communist Party’s central committee.
Xi and about 370 members of the
central committee are expected to
attend.

The gathering also may coincide with
personnel changes. Since it's held
behind closed doors, details may come
days or weeks later.

Such gathrings are meant to help unite
officials and the public behind the
party's agenda.The full five-year plan

world.(Agency) for 2026-2030 and specifics will likely

Convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein reportedly
bombarded billionaire Leon Black with aggressive
emails demanding millions annually to fund his
lavish lifestyle.The 2015-2016 emails reveal the
close personal and professional ties between Epstein
and Black, 74, who had hired the disgraced financier
as his wealth adviser for tax, investment, and art
matters, reported The New York Times.

Epstein lashed out at Black's financial advisers and
called his "retarded" children responsible for
creating a "really dangerous mess" by trying to cut off

his payments. "I never want to have any more
uncomfortable money moments with you. I find it
very distasteful," Epstein wrote to the Apollo Global
Management founder on November 2,2015.

Epstein made more than $150 million from Black, even
after his 2004 conviction for molesting a teenage girl
and being listed as a sex offender.By 2016, Black was
hesitant to continue paying Epstein, according to The
NY Times. In response, Epstein sent dozens of angry
emails over several months through his personal
assistant.So to be clear, my terms are as follows. I
will only work for the usual 40 million per year. It
needs to be paid, 25 million upon signing an
agreement. 5 million every 2 months thereafter for 6
months ie March May June. This can begin if I am
able in January. I will immediately stop work, if the
payment is not received [sic]," he wrote.

In one message, Epstein referred to Black's financial
advisers as a "waste of money and space." In another,
he claimed they had created "a really dangerous
mess." He even insulted Black's children, referring to
them as "retarded" for allegedly mismanaging his
estate.

ISLAMABAD . (Agency)
Afghanistan and Pakistan have agreed to an
immediate ceasefire, Qatar's Foreign
Ministry said Sunday. It follows more than
a week of fighting that has killed dozens of
people and injured hundreds.The two sides
agreed to establish mechanisms to
consolidate lasting peace and stability, as
well as holding follow-up talks in the
coming days to ensure the ceasefire's
sustainability, the Qatari statement said.
Delegations from Afghanistan and Pakistan
were in Doha for talks to resolve the
deadliest crisis between them in several
years. The talks were mediated by Qatar
and Turkey.Both governments had sent
their defense ministers to lead the talks,
which Pakistan said would focus on
"immediate measures to end cross-border
terrorism emanating from Afghanistan and
restore peace and stability along the
border."Each country has said it was
responding to aggression from the other.
Afghanistan denies harboring militants
who carry out attacks in border

areas.Regional powers, including Saudi
Arabia and Qatar, have called for calm, as
the violence threatened to further
destabilize a region where groups
including the Islamic State group and al-
Qaida are trying to resurface.A 48-hour
ceasefire intended to pause hostilities
expired Friday evening. Hours later,
Pakistan struck across the border.

Pakistani security officials confirmed to
The Associated Press Saturday that there
were strikes on two districts in
Afghanistan's eastern Paktika

province. The targets were hideouts of the _
militant Hafiz Gul Bahadur group, .
according to the officials who spoke on g

condition of anonymity because they |
were not authorized to talk to the media.

Afghan officials said the aerial assaults
killed at least 10 civilians, including
women, children and local cricketers. The
attacks prompted the national cricket board
to boycott an upcoming series in Pakistan.
On Saturday, several thousand people
attended funeral prayers in Paktika. They

I

One said the operation was a direct ¥

response to the suicide bombing of a
security forces compound in Mir Ali, in
Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
a day earlier.The Pakistani Air Force raids
killed dozens of armed fighters and there
were no civilian deaths, they said.But

sat in the open air as loudspeakers
broadcast sermons and condemnation.

Zabihullah Mujahid, the Taliban
government's chief spokesman, in a

statement, criticized the "repeated crimes of
Pakistani forces and the violation of
Afghanistan's sovereignty."Such acts were
deemed provocative and viewed as
"deliberate attempts" to prolong the
conflict, he added.The two countries share a
2,611-kilometer (1,622-mile) border
known as the Durand Line, but
Afghanistan has never recognized it.
Pakistan is grappling with surging
militancy, especially in areas
bordering Afghanistan. It also
accuses its nuclear-armed neighbor
and rival India of backing armed
groups, without providing any
evidence.Pakistan's army chief,
Asim Munir, urged Afghans to
choose "mutual security over
perpetual violence and progress over
hardline obscurantism.""The
Taliban must rein in the proxies who
have sanctuaries in Afghanistan," he told an
audience on Saturday at the Pakistan
Military Academy in Kakul, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
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IND vs AUS: World's fastest
ball? Speed gun clocks Mitchell
Starc at 176.5 kmph

Perth. (Agency)

Australia fast bowler Mitchell Starc bowled a
riveting opening spell against India in the 1st
ODI between the two sides in Perth. Starc
dismantled the Indian top order with a 5-over
spell in which he registered figures of 5-1-20-
1, helping the hosts dominate the Shubman
Gill-led side.Starc set up Virat Kohli and
dismissed the batter for an 8-ball duck.
However, that did not turn out to be the
talking point of his spell at all. In fact, it was
one of his deliveries to Rohit Sharma that
went viral on the internet instead. Starc's first

ball to Rohit Sharma was clocked at 176.5

kmph — perhaps the fastest ever recorded in
the history of ODI cricket.

The incident quickly went viral on the internet,
as cricket fans joked about what was
obviously an error from the speed gun on
Sunday, October 19. That said, Starc bowled
quite a fiery spell to the Indian top order,
averaging around 140 kilometres per hour.
One of Starc's fastest legitimate deliveries
was clocked around 145 kmph, once again
bowled to Rohit Sharma.

Stare troubled the former India captain with his
lengths and the steep bounce he was able to
generate from the Perth track. He did not
allow Rohit to get off the blocks quickly,
which visibly frustrated the Indian opener.

Starc’s pressure eventually resulted in a wicket
in the 4th over of the match, when Josh
Hazlewood managed to draw an outside edge
from the India captain to second slip. A
frustrated Rohit Sharma walked off the
ground after scoring just & runs off 14 balls,
losing his wicket to a ball that he perhaps
should have leftalene.

After Hazlewood’s wicket, Australia had their
tails up. Starc soon capitalised on the
pressure, dismissing Virat Kohli for an 8-ball
duck in the 7th over of the match. Kohli, who
batted with anewly opened-up stance against
Starc, tried to push at a ball angling across
him and ended up handing a catch to the left
of point, where Cooper Connolly completed
it.

Rashid Khan removes PSL
team Lahore Qalandars
from X profile after Pak

airstrikes

New Delhi. (Agency)
Afghanistan T201 captain Rashid Khan has
removed the name of Lahore Qalandars, his
Pakistan Super League (PSL) franchise,
fromhis X (formerly Twitter) bio. The move
follows Afghanistan’s decision to withdraw
from the upcoming tri-nation T20I series in
Pakistan in protest against recent Pakistani
airstrikes that reportedly killed eight
civilians, including three young cricketers.
Rashid, one of the most prominent figures in
intermational cricket, had previously listed
all major teams he represents in his X bio:
the Afghanistan national team, Gujarat
Titans (IPL}, Adelaide Strikers (BBL), and
Lahore Qalandars (PSL). However, he's
now removed Lahore Qalandars'name from
the list — leaving only the IPL and BBL

teams alongside his national side.This
change came shortly after Rashid issued a
powerful statement condemning the strikes
and supporting the Afghanistan Cricket
Board’s (ACB) decision to pull out of the
Lahore tri-series, which was scheduled for
November 17-29 and was to feature
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.”l am deeply
saddened by the loss of civilian lives in the
recent Pakistani aerial strikes on
Afghanistan — a tragedy that claimed the
lives of women, children, and aspiring
young cricketers who dreamed of
representing their nation on the world
stage,” Rashid wrote on X.These unjust and
unlawful actions represent a grave violation
of human rights and must not go unnoticed.
In light of the precious innocent souls lost.

No vadapav, 800 reps daily: Rohit Sharma
trained like a bodyhuilder for ODI return

After months away from mternational
cricket, Rohit Sharma returned
leaner, lighter and hungrier. Under
the watchful eye of Abhishek Navar,
the former India captain endured a
punishing three-hour daily routine,
swapping his beloved vadapav for
800-rep workonts m a bid to extend

New Delhi. (Agency)

Rohit Sharma's transformation has been one of
the major talking points in the lead-up to his
one-day international comeback in Australia.
Rohitmay nothave had a successful retum to
international cricket after an early failure in
the ODI series opener against Australia in
Perth, but the former captain, 38, has given
himself'the best possible chance torealise his
dream of playing on until the 2027 ODI
World Cup.Rohit has surprised quite a few
with his lean and fit look, months after
appearing overweight on his retum from a

family holiday. Much has been said about
Rohit's gruelling fraining sessions with
former India assistant coach Abhishek Nayar
in Mumbai as he prepared for his one-day
international return. Speaking to JioStar after
Rohit was dismissed for 8 on Sunday,
Abhishek Nayar reflected on how the former
captain trained like a bodybuilder to shed 11
kilograms through a meticulously planned
training regime in Mumbai that lasted eight
weeks before they shifted focus to skill
wotk.The Mumbai all-rounder, who has
worked extensively with Rohit over the
years, said the ex-captain would do 700-800
repetitions for each muscle group as they
focused on shedding weight before
beginning skill training. Rohit played his first
competitive match in four months, refurning
to international cricket after nearly seven
months."To sum up, three hours of framning
every day. We didn't do a lot of cardio. The
first five weeks were about a bodybuilder's
mindset where he was trying to train to
completely lean down. He trained like a
bodybuilder —high repetitions,"” Nayar said.
"It would surprise a lot of people. Even Team
India's strength and conditioning coach,

Adrian Le Roux, would abuse me! But he did
700-800 reps for every body part. It was
almost an hour-and-a-half session every day.
Imagine, if you were doing chest and triceps,
yvou ended up doing 800 reps. With light

ALET™ ) ‘

weights, we did a lot of repetitions, aiming
for strength and endurance. Along with that,
we finished every session with around 15 to
20 minutes of cross-fit, which is more cardio
and movement-based. This was six days a
week, three hours a day, for three months. It
was non-stop,” he addedNayar also said
Rohit displayed excellent self-discipline
when it came to eating the right foods during
the three-month training regime, noting that
the star batter stayed away from some of his

Six Kings slam: Jannik Sinner thrashes
Carlos Alcaraz to win second successive title

wIndia captain Rohit Sharma
credited former coach Rahul
Dravid's vision for their 2025
Champions Trophy success.
Sharma said that the
processes set by Dravid
helped the team even after
the coach left.

New Delhi. (Agency)}
Jannik Sinner produced a flawless
performance to defeat his rival Carlos
Alcaraz and claim his second successive
title at the Six Kings Slam in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia. It took just 73 minutes for Sinner to
beat Alcaraz 6-2, 6-4 in straight sets, to take
home a record-breaking $6 million, the
biggest prize money of the tennis season.
While the Six Kings Slam is an exhibition
event and does not count towards ATP
rankings or head-to-head records, Sinner

Barcelona beats Girona in stoppage time;

entered the match with a point to prove

after suffering a heavy loss to Alcaraz in

lastmonth’s US Open final. The Italian had
previously beaten the world No. 1 just once
in their last eight official encounters, in this
summer’s Wimbledon final. But in Riyadh,
a much-improved serve helped Sinner take
control from the start as he stormed to a
dominant win, sending a clear message to
his biggest rival.Alcaraz admitted
afterwards that he felt “under pressure”
throughout the match as Sinner’s serve
repeatedly pinned him back. The world No.
2 won 80 percent of his service points and

did not face a single break point,
showcasing the work he had put into his
service motion since their meeting in New
York.Sinner, 24, said after the US Open
final that he needed to make “changes” to
his game, and in Riyadh, those
adjustments paid off. The city’s high
altitude added extra pop to his delivery,
something Alcaraz said he could “feel”
compared to their previous
clash.Following his win, Sinner recalled
the two grand slam final losses against
Alcaraz at the French Open and US Open.
He also spoke about the good friendship
that the duo shares outside the
court.“Especially this season we played
many, many times, I lost also many times
against Carlos, it’s a huge pleasure and an
honour to share the court with him, but at the
sametime, you want to get better as a tennis
player. It's nice to have a great rivalry and
also, more importantly, a great friendship
off the court, and we have a very, very
special, special friendship, and it's very
nice,” said Sinner after the match.

Flick to miss clasico after sending off

BARCELONA. (Agency)

Substitute Ronald Aratijo snatched Barcelona
a2-1 victory over Girona in stoppage time in
La Liga on Saturday and ended a mini losing
streak before the clasico at Real Madrid next
weelk.

The central defender made the move of a
striker when he slid in front of his marker as
they raced to the near post and skillfully
redirected a low pass from Frenkie de Jong
to ignite the home crowd. Aratijo's last-gasp
goal came moments after Barcelona coach
Hansi Flick was sent off with two quick
vellow cards apparently for complaining
that the referee had not added more than
four minutes of injury time.The referee's
report said Flick protested one of his
decisions with ironic clapping and with
"gestures of disapproval." Flick said his
actions were not directed at the referee. The
sending off means Flick won't be on the
sideline for the first clasico of the season.
scorers Robert Lewandowski, Raphinha
and Ferran Torres unavailable because of
injury, Flick sent on Araijo in the 82nd and

ordered him to join the attack in their
desperate search for a winner."l am really
happy for Ronald because he always plays
with his whole heart for this team,” Flick
said. "I spoke to him to ask if it was possible
for him to play at this position."ratijo said

that he "didn't hesitate" when his coach
asked him if he could help in attack.Girona
took it to us really well and had several
chances, but the important thing is that we
stuck with it to the end and showed the fight

that our fans want from us,” Arafjo said.
"We knew that we were coming from two
tough losses but that with hunger and work
we knew that we could win before a big
week."Before the international break,
Barcelonalost to Paris Saint-Germain 2-1 in
the Champions League and was
stunned at Sevilla 4-1 in La
Liga. Barcelona moved into the league
lead with a one-point advantage over
Madrid before it plays Getafe on
Sunday. Before the trip to the capital,
Barcelona hosts Olympiakos on
Tuesday in the Champions
League.Girona had its chancePedri
Gonzalez gave Barcelona the lead
with an exquisite goal in the 13th,
sliding an angled ball back across the
area and inside the near post without
looking at the target.But Barcelona's
confrol collapsed after Axel Witsel
equalized seven minutes later with an
acrobatic bicycle kick to whip a loose high
ball off the turf'and past Wojciech Szczesny.
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favourite snacks, including vadapav."But the
game doesn't end there. After that, his eating
habits had to be controlled,” Nayar said."It
was his commitment to go home and not
indulge in the famous vadapav and
everything else people talk about. That
was his commitment to the sport.
Those three hours are only as useful as
what you do after that. Those 21 hours
—the way he controlled himself, not to
eat — that was the mindset.“The first
eight weeks were pure, hardcore
training," he added Nayar said Rohit
himself was surprised by how much
more freely he was able to move once
they began working on his skills."Then
we introduced skills. We were trying to
see what changes had come about in the way
hemoved, how he felt after losing weight. It's
been a lot of hard work - from being a
bodybuilder to becoming an athlete in those
few weeks,” he said."The first time we
practised, he played a defensive shot. That
day, the scenario was drop and run. When he
ran and reached the non-striker's end, he
said: 'Bhai, main toh ud raha hoon (Brother,
I'm flying).

Why Virat Kohli opted to
spend time in London
after Test retirement

New Delhi. (Agency)

Virat Kohli made his return to international

cricket after a long break of seven months on
Sunday, October 19. The legendary batter had
stayed away from the public eye since helping
Royal Challengers Bengaluru win the Indian
Premier League. Speaking ahead of the 1st ODI
against Australia, Kohli opened up about the
extended break he took in London with his wife
and family.In an interview with Adam Gilchrist
and Ravi Shastri, Kohli revealed that his
retirement from Test cricket allowed him to
spend more time at home and catch up on his
personal life. The iconic cricketer admitted that
he had not really experienced a proper break
while playing international cricket over the
past 15 years and was genuinely happy to spend
some quality time with his wife and two
children.*Yeah, it’s been a long time off for me
since I retired from Test cricket, and as I was
saying, I’ve just been catching up on life. I
hadn’t been able to do that for so many years.
Being able to spend quality time with my kids
and family at home has been a really beautiful
phase — something I've truly enjoyed,” Virat
Kohli said on Fox Cricket ahead of the opening
ODI ofthe 3-match series.

“To be honest, with the amount of cricket I've

played over the last 15 to 20 years, I've hardly
ever taken a real break. I've probably played
more matches than almost anyone in the last 15
years when you combine international cricket
with the [PL. So, this time off was actually very
refreshing for me,” he added.

Kohli Questioned Over Fitness Routine
During his break in London, questions were

raised about Virat Kohli's fitness standards.
With the Board of Control for Cricket in India
moving away from the Yo-Yo Test and the
Bronco Test, critics were eager to see how
Kohli would perform upon returning directly to
international cricket after such a long breal.

However, Kohli allayed those concems by

turning up in top shape, stating that he is
currently the fittest he has ever been. He
explained that there are two key facets to the
game — the physical and the mental. Mentally,
he was already locked in, and the only thing he
needed to ensure was that his body remained in
peak condition — something he has worked
hard to maintain.

“I’m feeling as fit — ifnot fitter —than I've ever

been. There’s a real sense of freshness when
you know the game so well mentally, and it’s

just the physical preparation that needs to be

looked after.

IND vs ENG: Struggling India look for
redemption against spin-heavy England

Women's World Cup, IND vs
ENG: India aim to bounce back
from consecutive defeats, while
England look to secure o semi-
final berth when they face each
other on Sunday in Indore.

New Delhi. (Agency)

India’s Women’s World Cup campaign has
been steady, but far from soaring. Two wins
from four games have kept Harmanpreet
Kaur and her side afloat — yet, as the
tournament hurtles toward its business end,
steady will no longer suffice. With Australia
and South Africa already sealing their semi-
final spots, India now find themselves in a
tricky territory, where every misstep could
spell trouble.Back-to-back defeats against

South Africa and Australia have exposed
familiar frailties, leaving the team searching
for rhythm and belief. Their next hurdle,
however, is no less daunting. On Super
Sunday, India square off against four-time
champions England at the Holkar Stadium
in Indore — a clash that could very well
define their campaign.Stay updated for
complete coverage of Women's World Cup
2025 with India Today! Get full schedule,
team squads, live score, and the updated
ICC women's world cup points table.For
England, the equation is straightforward: a
win ensures safe passage to the semi-finals
and tightens the race for the final spot. For
India, it’s about reigniting their spark,
rediscovering the fearless brand of cricket
that once made them formidable contenders.
The stakes couldn’t be higher, the margins
couldn’t be slimmer — and the time for India
to truly arrive in this World Cup is now.Huge
spin threat

India’s struggles against spin — particularly
left-arm spin—have become an open secret.

From S Lanka’s Inoka Ranaweera fto
Pakistan’s Nashra Sandhu and South
Africa’s Nonkululeko Mlaba, the trend has

been worryingly consistent: India’s batters
have had to grind for every run. And as they
prepare to face England, the challenge is
only set to intensify.

Atthe heart of England’s spin arsenal is Sophie
Ecclestone — the world’s top-ranked bowler
— who has been operating in a different

league altogether. With nine wickets at a
scarcely believable economy rate of 2.30,
she’s been both ruthless and relentless,
squeezing batters into submission
with her control and guile Backing
her up is Lauren Smith, whose
match-winning spell against South
Africa has reignited her
confidence. Charlie Dean, too, has
been among the wickets, her handy
lower-order batting adding
another layer of depth to England’s
side. And then there’s Alice
Capsey — tidy, disciplined, and
precise with an economy rate of
3.53 — who continues to play her
role to perfection.If that spin trio
isn't enough, there’s still Sarah Glenn
waiting in the wings, ready to pounce if
called upon. For India’s batters, that means
there will be little room to breathe and even
less to err — a test not just of skill, but of
temperament against one of the most
complete spin units in the tournament.
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Sooraj Barjatya To Kick Off Shooting For
Ayushmann Khurrana

Sharvan

* Next From November 1

: vushmann Khurrana is currently gearing up for Thamma, which is all set to release
this Diwali, that is, on October 21. Ten days after the release of the horror comedy,

the talented actor will start filming for blockbuster director Sooraj Barjatya’s yet-
untitled family film. It will be produced by Rajshri Productions and Mahaveer Jain Films.

Asource informed, “After Uunchai (2022), Sooraj Barjatya’s last film, Rajshri Productions
has decided to join hands once again with Mahaveer Jain Films. Both Sooraj Barjatya and
Mahaveer Jain had a wonderful time working with each other on Uunchai and hence, they
decided to collaborate yet again.”

The source continued, “The film goes on floors on November 1. It is a romantic family
entertainer and would have the trademark Sooraj Barjatya stamp. Besides Ayushmann, it
also stars Sharvari." The film is presented and produced by Rajshri Productions in

. association with Mahaveer Jain Films and Anita Gurnani.

Last week, Ayushmann Khurrana attended the first day of the silver jubilee edition of FICCI
Frames 2025. At his session,
he confirmed for the first
time that he had signed
Sooraj Barjatya’s next. He
said, “As for my line-up,
Thamma is my first big
Diwalirelease. It would
be followed by a
Sooraj Barjatya film,
which is for a wider
audience. Then I am
also doing a
Dharma film,
which also would
be for a wider

audience."

In an interview with PTI, Sooraj Barjatya said, “We’re shooting the film with
them (Ayushmann and Sharvari} in Mumbai. It’s a story set in Mumbai. He is a
dedicated and fine actor. It’s all about getting the right story and making it look
- real and making it with the right cast. Besides them, we’ve more people in the
cast, like how we have itin all my films.”
Ayushmann Khurrana teams up with Karan Johar for a spy comedy
The film, vet to be named, will be directed by Aakash Kaushik and is expected
to be a unique spy comedy. Sources close to the project told entertainment
portal Pinkvilla, “Karan and Guneet have been very excited about this
subject as the script has shaped up well with a perfect blend of espionage
~ elements with comedy.
The script tick marks all the boxes of a commercial filim as it has scale, thrill,
v : ' and action with a lot of comedy, and the trio of Karan, Guneet, and Aakash
o y I feel that Ayushmann Khuwrrana fits the character to the T."This film
“» | promises to redefine the spy genre within Hindi cinema and will stand out
’,l' L as a quintessential Ayushmann Khurrana film.

/

Sonam Kapoor's

Radiant New Look Impresses Fans
Amid Second Pregnancy Buzz

If there’s a celebrity who can turn every festive ~While Sonam has yet to make an

appearance into a fashion statement, it’s Sonam  official announcement, reports suggest

Kapoor. Known for her bold fashion choices, Sonam  that she and her husband, businessman
once again raised the bar this Diwali with her new Anand Ahuja, are expecting their
look. Her soft pink look for Dhanteras has caught  second child. The couple, who tied the
everyone’s attention, especially amid the rumours  knot in May 2018, are already parents
surrounding her second pregnancy.Sonam Kapoor  toason, Vayu,bornin August2022.
took to Instagram to share photos from her radiant, According to a report by Pinkvilla,
pink look. She wrote, “Welcoming light, health, and ~Sonam is currently in her second

trimester, and the family is expected to

share the news publicly in the coming
\ weeks. “Sonam is in the second trimester of
) v her pregnancy, and the news has brought

immense joy to both families," a source cited
¥ o & by the entertainment portal claimed. .
\ x B Recently, Sonam attended her cousin Anshula
N Q - Kapoor’s engagement ceremony, where she also
' - avoided posing for photographers. Evewitnesses
\ revealed that one of her staff members requested
= the paparazzi to lower their cameras, allowing the
. ’ actress to enter the venue discreetly.
On the work front, Sonam Kapoor made her Bollywood
. debut with Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Saawariya a
abundance into our homes this Dhanteras ~ May  later had a good run in Bollywood with hits li
Goddess Lakshmi and Lord Dhanvantari bless vou RfﬁlfﬁlﬂJh’dI_lafJl and_ Neerja.. Sonam was last seen in
with prosperity and well-being.” Sonam kept her look 2023 crime-thriller Blind, a rem_ake of the 26
simple but added a gajra for some flair. Have a look at Korealrll film of the same Harne. Directed by Sha
the photos here: Makhija and produced by Sujoy Ghosh, the i
Sonam Kapoor glowed in the photos, and fans lovedher ~ Mmarked Sonam’s return to the screen after a six-
new look. However, besides her fashion choices, the — career break followmg Th.e Zoya Factor. .Up ne
actress is also currently in the news because of Sonam Kapoor will star in Battle for Bittora,

speculations that she is expecting her second child. ~ adaptation of Anuja Chauhan’s novel.
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For Divya Dutta, Diwali Is The
“Time To Unwind’ And Stay Away
From Work Stress

1
|

A $— j
|
o
(1R
iwali is quickly approaching, and all of your
favourite celebrities are planning special
celebrations. Among others, Divya Dutta
enjoys celebrating Diwali with her family and loved
ones. She believes that the occasion is truly special
as it gives her the zeal to worlk harder in life. For her,
the festive season should be enjoyved wholeheartedly
without any kind of work stress.In an interview with
Hindustan Times, Divya Duttanoted that the festival
of lights is like a “tonic’ for her and she takes her
inspiration from it.

She noted, *“This is the time to unwind, and it’s like
‘kaam ki baat Diwali ke baad.” It’s time to spread
happiness with family, friends, and those who work
for you! Above all, it’s about pampering vourself —
dressing up well, decorating your house, and
refreshing everything. There is something about this
festival. .. pata nahi kya. Hawa main kuch naya hota
hai!"

Divya Dutta On Hiding Herself During Diwali
Shopping

Apart from the celebration, Divya enjoys shopping for
the festival. She shared that she disguises herself so
that no one can recognise her and she gets to shop
freely. Divya said, “I literally go mad when it comes
to festive shopping! T put on a cap, mask, and big
sunglasses, and I head to the busiest market in
Mumbai." She hides herself’ and tries not to speak
much since people recognise her voice.

DivyaDutta’s Celebrations Beyond Home

Her favourite place to visit during the festivities is
Shabana Azmi’s home. Aside from that, we have a
get-together with my close friends, which includes
actors, writers, directors of photography, and
directors. She has also managed to keep Diwali free
for herself.

Shoots are common these days, but she has always
been able to celebrate the festival from home. Last
year, she was shooting close to Diwali and made it
home barely in time. She concludes by encouraging
people torejoice with light and avoid crackers for the
sake of the environment and pets.

Ex-Couple Ankit Gupta And
Priyanka Chahar Choudhary
Attend Ravi Dubey's Diwali Bash

5y
"N
S

Diwali celebration that attracted celebrities

from both the television and film industries.
The glitzy evening was filled with laughter,
glamour and festive cheer, making it one of the
mosttalked-about celebrity events this season.

The party saw appearances from popular actors
and comedians, including Rithvik Dhanjani,
Abhishek Kumar, Zakir Khan and Ayesha Khan,
among others.

Ankit Gupta and Priyvanka Chahar
Choudhary: The Ex-Flames in the Spotlight
What captured the audience’s attention the most
was the presence of former co-stars and
rumoured exes, Ankit Gupta and Privanka
Chahar Choudhary. Both actors attended the
party, though they did not armive together nor
were they seen posing together. According to
videos circulating online, Ankit Gupta was
accompanied by Abhishek Kumar, while
Privanka Chahar Choudhary made a solo

entrance, confidently posing for the paparazzi.

Fashion Highlights: Ankit Gupta and Privanka
Chahar Choudhary’s Stylish Ensembles

Ankit Gupta locked dashing in a black Indo-
Western sherwani adorned with intricate floral
embroidery. The design featured a mandarin
collar, embroidered shoulders and detailed
sleeves, adding aregal touch to his festive attire.

Meanwhile, Privanka Chahar Choudhary stunned
in a black and gold ensemble. The outfit
included a strapless black top or corset with gold
leafy or floral detailing, paired with a black
draped skirt. She accessorised her look with a
choker necklace and styled her hair in an elegant
bun, perfectly complementing the festive
glamour of the evening.

Professional Highlights of Ankit and Privanka

On the professional front, Ankit Gupta was last
seen portraying Rannvijay Rana in the StarPlus
drama Maati Se Bandhi Dor, starring opposite
Rutuja Bagwe.

Priyanka Chahar Choudhary is bestknown for her
role as Tejo Kaur Sandhu in the hit TV show
Udaariyaan. She has also featured in several
serials and gained immense love for her
memorable stint on Bigg Boss 16.

S argun Mehta and Ravi Dubey hosted a grand
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