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Waste land: A nation of landfills

A growing India means growing solid waste, especially in its cities. But we seem to have no plan for it except to transfer it from one place to
another. Why not use technology to recycle and generate power from waste, as other nations are doing?

CONCERN

Deepfakes, doxxing
and digital abuse

Technology is a double-edged sword in the
context of violence against women and girls

Some years ago, [ was editing a newspaper in Mumbai and

(VAWG). The National Cybercrime Reporting
Portal (NCRP) reported a 118.4 percent rise in
online crimes between 2020 and 2024 against
women under four major categories: online
child sexual abuse and exploitation, gang rape
and sexual abuse online content, sexually
explicit acts, and sexually obscene material.
The National Crime Records Bureau says
14,409 cases were registered in 2022, only a
fraction of the true scale of such crimes in India.
At the same time, technology-driven tools like
NCRP have improved the collection of data and
reporting of crimes, while the Sahyog Portal,
with anonymous reporting, enables law
enforcement to receive information from
intermediaries.iven the rapid transformation of
technology facilitating new forms of
VAWG—from virtual rape and Al-enabled deep
fakes to dark web transactions—the key
question emerges: Are India's existing laws and
institutions responsive and robust enough to
addressthese evolving threats effectively?

we ran areport on the city’s eternal garbage problem. The

report mentioned a prime spot in the suburbs where a
mountainous garbage landfill was posing a danger
because vultures were wheeling over it, getting in the way

of air traffic. The report did not go down well, as the
proprietor of the newspaper happened to own the landfill.
This column is not about my adventures as a journalist,
but about India’s garbage problem. Unlike the Waest,

where the age of chips has followed a certain social and

cultural stage that necessitated garbage collection in the
cause of health and aesthetics, India seems to have
skipped that stage. As a result, we might have to drive
through rotting waste whileheading to arobotics factory.

Mumbai, Bengaluru, Delhi, Chennai—the waste piles high

everywhere. In the capital, the waste is dumped 65 metres
high at one landfill. It’s not taller only because the

Municipal Corporation of Delhi is not great at collecting

waste. This mountain, like many in other Indian cities,

symbolises the country's struggle with solid waste and
will soon ascend new heights.Garbage output is expected

toreach 62 million tonnes this year and could soar to 436
million tonnes by 2050. A developing India means more

waste, but we have no idea what to do with it except, at

[n the Indian context, the Bharatiya Nyaya best, transfer it from one spot to another and hope the

Sanhita 2024, the I'T Act 2008, and the POCSO
Act 2012 have provisions for offences like
online sexual harassment, stalking, voyeurism,
transmitting sexually explicit material, etc. The
IT Rules, 2021, mandate the intermediaries to
take down non-consensual images within 24
hours ofa complaint being raised.

India has central and state mechanisms to address
online VAWG, such as 14C, the 1930 helpline,
cyberforensic labs, capacity-building MOOC
platforms, and cyber cells. States employ
different models, such as Kerala’s CyberDome
and Telangana’s Women Safety Wing with
Cyber Module. However, effective use and
innovation vary widely across states.

Turning to practices in other countries, in the US,
4% states have Revenge Pom laws providing
civil and criminal remedies—enabling victims
to seck damages and prosecution. Cyberstalking
is explicitly recognized under 18 U.S.C. §
2261A, which grants the FBI cross-state
jurisdiction. Some states allow protective orders
specifically for cyber harassment. While the
Communications Decency Act (1996) grants
digital intermediaries safe harbour, the FOSTA-
SESTA legislation (2018) made exceptions for
platforms knowingly hosting sex-trafficking

dogs and vultures will do a good job.e have some 2,500
official landfills. And millions of unofficial dumpsites in
our backyards, gutters, footpaths, and rivers. All of India
is potentially a landfill. Nearly 80 percent of the waste
that finds its way to these is unprocessed. Organic waste
mostly rots, but plastic is more or less eternal. Organic
waste emits methane. But it is more fashionable— and
profitable—to focus on carbon emission, possibly
because there are more fellowships, seminars, and grants
available to study it. Western nations have adopted more
effective waste management strategies. In the US, 51
percent of waste goes to landfills, a practice supported by
recycling efforts like composting. A couple of months
ago, | was in Minnesota and Washington, and could not
find a scrap of waste on footpaths. The waste is well
collected and recycled. We don’t collect too good and we
litter. But how much do we recycle? There isno clear data
on this. In Furope, there is a hierarchy of waste
management that prioritises prevention, reuse, recycling,
and recavery, achieving a municipal recycling rate of 49
percent. The Nordic countries exemplify the best
practices. In Sweden, 65 percent of municipal solid waste
1s incinerated, generating energy for a significant portion
of Stockholm's homes, while recycling rates remain high
at 49 percent. Finland mirrors this success, with
landfilling dropping below 1 percent since 2020.

In these countries, waste is almost lovingly sorted and

content, permitting victims to sue website
OWHEIS.

Institutionally, the US mirrors India with
mechanisms such as the FBI's Internet Crime
Complaint Centre (IC3), Internet Crimes
Against Children (ICAC) Task Forces, and state
CyberCrime Units. Federal grants support these
through VAWA (Violence Against Women Act)
and OVM (Office on Violence Against Wormen).
Civil society partners with the government to
further strengthen online victim support and
helpline infrastructure.Notably, the US
leverages public-private partnerships (PPPs) to
strengthen its justice delivery system. Advanced
tech support from start-up companies and
universities, especially those developing
deepfake detection tools, has been instrumental.
For instance, the National Institute of Justice
funds such research. Broader efforts, like youth
programs under the Department of Justice,
include cyberbullying prevention, educational
grants, and girl empowerment. The Office for
Victims of Crime (OVC) funds pilot projects

managed, transforming what was once discarded
material into energy or reusable resources. We are an
energy-deficient country. When was the last time you
heard someone raise a question in parliament or a state
assembly on recycling waste into power? Or indeed,
waste into anything? Kerala, where I come from, wastes
no opportunity to pat its back while dumping trash into
fields and canals. Kochi, Kozhikode, and Thrissur are
mosquito breeding centres. Waste mismanagement in the
state is probably one reason it holds records in disease
outbreaks. The Swachh Bharat Mission, initiated in 2014,
aimed to tackle the waste crisis with significant
funding—with over ?1.5 lakh crore allocated since its
inception. The budget for 2025 remains robust at 712,192
crore, encompassing urban and rural initiatives, Why is it
then that many areas in cities like Gurgaon and Bengaluru
are facing a trash crisis? The mission’s problems mclude
the fact that it is not audited. Our ‘model villages’, a
typical Indianism, are often models because bureaucrats
are more into meseting numbers—a newfound Stalinist
passion for statistics, to be precise. Add to it the all-too-
human need to protect one’s career, felt by everyone from
judges to sweepers. [ suppose a poor country will

Mind the gap between royalists & republicans

mnstinctively get its individual priorities right. To be fair,
environmentalists often focus on carbon emissions
because they recognise that addressing climate change can
have far-reaching impacts on public health, ecosystems,
and future generations. While solid waste management is
essential, the urgency surrounding carbon emissions
stems from their immediate and long-term effects on
global warming and environmental degradation.
However, there are some signs of change. Small signs,
though. Involvement of corporate giants like Reliance
indicates a shift in how waste is being viewed in India.
Mukesh Ambani's company is investing heavily in biogas
facilities and chemical recycling itiatives that convert
single-use plastics into reusable materials. Companies like
Attero Recycling are using Al to streamline processes,
while others are transforming agricultural waste into
marketable products.India's waste management crisis is
not insurmountable, given the availability of technology.
By leaming from the effective strategies employed n
other countries, India can reduce its rubbish mounds.
What stands in the way is as much incompetence as our
cultural practice of mere transference of waste from one
spotto another.

The century has seen the house of Windsor embroiled in controversies, the latest being Prince Andrew’s sexual abuse allegations

The British royalty’s modem history is a meandering march

of scandals. The century since Elizabeth’s birth
has seen the house of Windsor embroiled in an
abdication, a series of extramarital affairs,
several instances of casual racism, bribery
charges, and ‘the battle of the Waleses’ that
ended in a fatal car crash. The latest to join the
family’s hall of infamy is the third of her four
children, Andrew. Days before the posthumous
publication of a memoir by Virginia Giuffre,
who had accused the prince of sexual abuse, the
65-year-old father of two gave up his royal titles
and honours last week. That it took more than a
decade of her initial accusation, six years since
his mother stripped him of public duties, and
three years since he settled Giuffre’s case cut of [
court is testament to the roval obsession with
optics over propriety.

trafficker who died behind bars, and his close associate,

[ .

what made Andrew’s clumsy attempts to distance himself
from Epstein altogether impossible is the release of
the American financier’s private jet’s flight logs that
showed several trips together.Royalists questioned
whether the prince could maintain the Royal Lodge, a
30-room mansion southwest of Heathrow leased to
him by the Crown Estate, after paying Giuffre an
estimated $12 million to settle the case. Documents
made public recently show how little Andrew is
required to pay through most of the 75-year-old lease
after a substantial sum was paid upfront in the 2000s.
It’s clear that though British MPs are piling pressure
on their government to formally strip Andrew of all
royal titles, there is little appetite to see the monarchy
go. They would do well to keep an eve on the massive
‘No kings’ protests happening across the US— aimed
at Trump’s tyranny, but termed to reinforce
republicanism. They would also do well to read

Evidently, the Firm—as Elizabeth’s father first called the
business of monarchy—has been unable to shake off
Andrew’s links to Jeffrey Epstein, the convicted child

Ghislaine Maxwell, the imprisoned daughter of a British
newspaper magnate. The publication of Andrew Lownie’s
untlattering book two months ago did not help. However,

Giuffre’s memoir, Nobody's Girl, that’s out on stands
Tuesday. Maybe there will be more gritted teeth behind
stiffupper lips.

that support cybercrime victims, including
developing resources for advocates handling
image-based abuse.

Warp and weft of peacemaking amid violence

The Nobel Prize encourages us to think of peace in a broader context. In this imagination, there cannot be a chasm hetween the regional and the national or international

The politics of awarding Nobel prizes is sometimes
as murky as war itself. This year, the Nobel Peace
Prize Committee provided interim relief. It did not
award Donald Trump the prize. Instead, it went to
the Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina
Machado, a person whose slow politics has, in a
way, helped birth an organic sense of peace for
Venezuela. The prize to Machado actually raises
the question of the creativity of peace in India
taday. It’s in this context that one must raise the
issue that discussions about peace and about
Gandhian thought have been impoverished for the
last three decades. There have been two exceptions
to this mode of thinking. The first has been the
thinker Fla Bhatt.Bhatt has often been seen as the
founder of the Self Employed Women’s
Association and nothing more.

But in later years, she was in many senses deeply
involved in peace and peacemaking with the likes
of Jimmy Carter. She pointed out that peace cannot
be worked cut of a handbook. Itis not a technology.
Peace, she said, has to emerge as ametaphysic, out
of the local languages, out of indigenous modes of
thought. Tn this context, she emphasised that
Gandhi gave currency to the words satyagraha,
swadeshi and swaraj.She also pointed out that
peace has to be a form of storytelling. Without
myths, stories, and inspiration of struggles, peace
does not acquire the everyday clarity, resonance
and poetics it desperately needs.She said that one
of the things to emphasise is the importance of the
role of women in peace. She cited the examples of
Manipur and Kashmir, where war was a known act,

aritual of waiting. She emphasised that when war
becomes waiting, women seem to wait not only for
peace, but for their husbands and children to come
back every day. The final point that she
emphasised—and I think it was very crucial—was
that peace can’t be a contract. Peace, she said, in a
deep and fundamental way, has to be part of a
dialogue or conversation. It has to be built like a
weave.And in this sense, a sense of peace was very
close to what C 'V Seshadri, the second intellectual
thinker about Gandhism and peace, brought forth.

Seshadn was an extraordinary scientist, a chemist
who built a laboratory in a slum that became one of
the most famous research institutes of the country.

Seshadri regarded Gandhi as another scientist.
Gandhi, in fact, was a senior ‘scientist’” whose
innovative work he felt needed to be emulated.
Gandhian innovation was a crucial part of
scientific innovation. Seshadri emphasised thatin a
deep and fundamental way, Gandhian thought in
peace required as much innovation as science. [n
fact, peace operated with less certainty than
science.

He also emphasised two other things. Peace is not
impersonal. It becomes autobiographical, and it’s
the autobiography as experiments that often
constitute the making of a movement, providing a
deep sense of the values that go into the making of
peace.He differentiated between disciples and
exemplars in any ethic. Disciples tend to follow the
leader; disciples often mimic the leader. But an
exemplar, in a deep and fundamental sense, is an
mnovator. S/he tends to go beyond the leader. In

that sense, the exemplar is an original.These
thinkers pointed out that peace cammot emerge
merely from instant contracts. Neither can it
emerge from instant diktats of the kind Trump
today provides. Peace is something that has to be
worked and reworked on as a wheel. And the wheel

is one of the most beautiful metaphors for
peacemaking. One has to emphasise the
importance of Seshadri and Bhatt today because
there’s a paucity of thinking about war and peace.
Peace can never be just local. Peace, in a deep and
fundamental sense, has to be both local and
cosmopolitan, international. [t’s in this sense that
today if we think of peace, we think of the Gaza
Strip.Gandhi would have pointed out that there is a
Gaza Strip in each mode of governance. One has to
examine the Gaza Strip locally and internationally.
In this context, we have to think simultaneously of
what happened in Manipur and is happening in
Kashmir.Simultanecusly, we have to provide a
certain sense of peace, belonging, and kinship to
what’s happening in the Gaza Strip, to Palestinians.

Both Seshadri and Bhatt differentiated between

swadeshi and swaraj, explaining that these are not
dualistic concepts. Rather, they merge into each
other as part of a complex weave of microcosm and
macrocosm. Swadeshi can never be purely local
and swaraj cannot be merely holistic. Instead,
swaraj must weave in the parts, because the
paris make the whole. The second point that
Seshadri emphasised was the distinction
between autobiography and choreography. He
said that autobiography is the experiment of the
self, and this self-experimentation 1s the
beginning of peace. Choreography, then, is the
collective attempt of the self to create holistic
group peace, which demands a certain notion of
memory.
Seshadri further emphasised that structures of
violence are often more innovative than peace.
Within this context, he pointed out that peace
requires a richer, more fluid notion of goodness to
capture the essence of what is happening today.The
final point he made was that peace is plural; it
cannot be a monologue. It must include several
voices—the marginal, the migrant, and the normal.
It cannot be achieved without incorporating a sense
of marginality. We need to make a new connection
between region, nation and the Anthropocene. We
have to make sure that diversity, dialogue and
plurality sustain bath parts and the whole.t is time
we dream of the Anthropocene differently. Weneed
to create a new sense of man with a new sense of
nature more symbiotic than contractual. We need to
create anecology.
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Error in your |TR filing?
Here's how to correct it
with an updated return

New Delhi.(Agency)

Af you missed something while filing your income tax
return (ITR} for the Assessment Year (AY) 2025-26,
don’t worry — you still have a chance to correct it.
The Income Tax Department allows taxpayers to file
an updated return if they realise an error or omission
later.

WHAT IS AN UPDATED RETURN?

An updated return is a special provision that gives
taxpayers exfra time to declare any missed income or
cotrect mistakes made in their original filing. It aims
to encourage voluntary compliance by allowing
people to come clean without facing harsh
penalties. Taxpayers can file an updated return within
48 months (four years) from the end of the financial
year. This means that for AY 2025-26, the deadline to
file an updated return is March 31, 2030.Even if you
have already filed an original, belated, or revised
return, you can still file an updated one — unless
certain conditions apply. WHEN YOU CANNOT
FILEAN UPDATED RETURN

An updated retum cannot be filed in all situations. For
mstance, if your total income shows a loss or the
updated filing reduces your tax liability compared to
the earlierretum, you are not allowed to file one.

It also cannot be filed in cases where a search or survey
has been initiated under section 132 of the Income
Tax Act during the relevant year. Moreover, once
filed, an updated return cannot be revised — it can
only be filed once for each assessment year.

ADDITIONALTAX ON UPDATED RETURNS

Filing an updated return comes with an additional cost.
If the updated return is filed within 12 months from
the end of the assessment year, an extra 25% of the
total tax and interest payable must be paid.

If filed between 12 and 24 months, this increases to
50%. Between 24 and 36 months, the additional tax
rises to 60%, and between 36 and 48 months, it goes
up to 70%.This additional tax serves as a penalty for
late disclosure but still provides a legal route for
taxpayers to rectify their mistakes and stay
compliant.

Banks to allow up to 4
nominees per account from
November 1. Here's how it
helps you

New Delhi.(Agency)

‘Managing your bank account just got a lot simpler.
Soon, you won't have to rely on a single nominee;
you can now name up to four people to receive your
money or valuables. This change is designed to malke
claim settlements faster, smoother, and less
confusing for families. The decision aims to make the
claim settlement process smoother, more
transparent, and uniform across all banks in
thecountry. The change will come into effect under
the Banking Laws (Amendment) Act, 2025, which
was notified on April 15, 2025. The Act includes 19
amendments across five key legislations—the
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934; Banking
Regulation Act, 1949; State Bank of India Act, 1955;
and the Banking Companies (Acquisition and
Transfer of Undertakings) Acts of 1970 and
1980. WHAT THE NEW RULEALLOWS

Under the new amendments, customers can now name
up to four nominees for their bank accounts, either
simultaneously or successively. This provision is
expected to simplify and speed up claim settlements
for depositors and their families.For deposit
accounts, depositors can choose between
simultaneous or successive nominations. In
simultaneous nominations, a deposifor can name
multiple nominees and specify the percentage of the
total entitlement for each. The total share must add
up to 100%.In successive nominations, the next
nominee’s right becomes active only after the death
of the nominee placed higher.For articles kept in safe
custedy or lockers, only successive nominations will
be allowed. This means that in the case of the first
nominee’s death, the rights will automatically pass to
thenextnominee in the sequence.

Tata Sons IPO: Could the
debate around SP Group
scuttle the issue

Kolkata.(Agency)

AnTPO of the Tata Sons could be the stuff of the dreams
of many investors. The holding company of the Tatas
is one of the most prestigious companies in the entire
country. However, reports indicate that there are
differences inn the Tata Group around the Shapporji
Pallonji group and this could be an
impediment. While an [PO from Tata Sons was being
discussed in different circles for quite a long time,
recent controversy within the group have gone to an
extent when it seems that the public issue has been
jeopardised. According to media reports, the Tata
trusts who play a major role in the group's affairs,
have veered around to the view that a public issue is
best not pursued right now since brining in investors
from outside will not be in the best interest of the Tata
group and such investors can weaken the control of

ZKTOR: India’s Silent Assertion of
Trust in the Age of Data Uncertainty

New Delhi.(Agency)

In an era defined by data leaks,
surveillance anxieties, and
vanishing privacy, a quiet

development in India’s technology
sector has drawn aftention for
therightreasons.

Anew entrant, ZKTOR,, has begun
operating as one of the most
secured social-mediaplatforms
built, encrypted, and hosted
entirely within the country. Its
arrival, unaccompanied by
publicity, represents a subtle but
profound shift, a nation’s
statement that trust can still be
engineered ZKTOR is
developed by Soffa
Technologies Ltd., a company
known for deep encryption

research and cloud architecture
built on Indian soil. The platform
c o m b i n e s
communication,content sharing,
and community interaction in a
single encrypted grid while
ensuring that every

byte of user data remains on
servers located in India.In an age
when information often travels
through foreign clouds before
refurning to its owner, this simple
fact has become a matter of
national significance. Early users
describe the interface as
restrained and precise, no
algorithmic noise, no
intrusiveads, no manipulative
feeds. The system prohibits link-
based media downloads, closing

off a major route for
contentextraction and shadow
tracking. Each function operates
within a closed-loop design
thatprioritises user safety over
reach, signalling that privacy has
moved from promiseto practice.

The quiet rollout is being viewed

by analysts as a reflection of
confidence rather than secrecy.

Instead of a marketing campaign,

ZKTOR has chosen the slower
path of credibility, letting
itsdesign philosophy speak for
itself. At its core lies the
principle that social connection
need notcome at the cost of
personal data, and that anation’s
digital sovereignty is built not
bydeclarations but by systems
that protect citizens by default.

The platform’s foundation is

deeply local. It supports
regional languages,
neighbourhood-levelnetworks,
and verified community spaces
designed to reduce
misinformation and increase
authenticity. District-
aware feeds allow
users to access local
information, events,
and enferpriseswithin
a venfied ecosystem,
forming what
developers describe
as “hyperlocal trust

§
e
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architecture.”
The approach turns
connectivity into

participation, an idea
rooted in the country’s
diversityrather than its
demographic scale.

Policy experts see ZKTOR’s
architecture aligning with
India’s larger movement from
Make inIndia to Secure in India.
The same momentum that
produced UPL in payments and
Aadhaar inidentity is now
expanding into the social-
communication layer.

If earlier milestones gave India
speed and scale, this one gives it
integrity, the assurance that
itscitizens’ conversations,
memories, and communities
exist within its own jurisdiction.

For a generation that has grown up
sharing life online, the
emergence of a home-built,

|
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fullyencrypted platform carries
symbolic weight. It
demonstrates that innovation in
India no longer imitates; it
initiates.

The engineers behind such

projects belong to a cohort that
measures success through
stabilityand ethical design, not
just downloads or valuations.
Their quiet work reflects a
national mood:self-reliant,
serious, and globally aware.

ZKTOR’s launch also arrives at a

time when the global
conversatien around social
media hasturned sceptical. From
breaches to algorithmic bias, the
trust deficit between users and
platformshas widened. By
conftrast, ZKTOR positions itself
as a next-generation network
ofaccountability, one that begins
not with expansion plans, but

with an internal promise:
everyconversation remains
private, every server remains
domestic.

There has been no official
statement from Softa
Technologies, and none
may be needed.The
absence of publicity
appears consistent with the
platform’s intent to act, not
ammounce.In the subdued
glow of its silent presence,
a larger message 1s visible,
onethat extends beyond

technology itself. Through
this quiet creation, the
engineers behind ZKTOR
seemto have told

the world that India has
moved past the era of being
a global integrator and is
fastemerging

as a global creator. The platform’s
design, built entirely on Indian
expertise and infrastructure,

becomes not just a product but a

signal, that the nation is ready to
build not only software for the

world, but standards for a safer

digital civilisation.

The country’s journey from
outsourcing code to owning its
digital narrative has entered a
newphase. ZKTOR stands as the
quiet milestone of thatpassage,a
silent announcement of trust,
adeclaration that India’s next
revolution will be encrypted,
inclusive, and entirely its own.

Remembering Piyush Pandey: The ad

legend who

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Indian advertising industry lost its

most celebrated voice on Thursday as
Piyush Pandey, the creative genius who
transformed how brands
communicated with the nation, died at
70.For over four decades, the Jaipur-
bom storyteller reshaped Indian
advertising, turning simple
comumercials into cultural phenomena
and making brands like Fevicol,
Cadbury, and Asian Paints inseparable
from the Indian consciousness.

When Piyush Pandey joined Ogilvy in

1982 at age 27, Indian advertising was
dominated by Westernised
sensibilities, polished English, and
foreign aesthetics.What he brought

New Delhi.(Agency)

Benchmark stock market indices opened
flat on Friday as optimism from a
possible India-US trade deal seems to
have fizzled out of the market. The S&P
BSE Sensex lost 96.63 points to
84,459.77, while the NSE Nifty50
was down by 24.20 points to
25,866.45 as of 9:28 am.Dr. VK
Vijayvakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Investments
Limited, said that the market rally
which began strongly yesterday on
news of an imminent trade deal
between India and US lost steam
midway and completely fizzled out
during the lasthour.

"The positive news regarding the trade
deal was not confirmed by the Indian
side. This dampened the spirits of the
bulls who couldn’t force further short
covering. Butit is important to note that
the commerce minister did say that
we hope to work fowards a fair and

India’s

and

instead was the color, chaos,
character of real India. Campaigns that
spoke like everyday conversations
rather than corporate marketing. THE

BOY FROM JAIPUR WHO
BREATHED ADVERTISING

Bormn in Jaipur in 1955 to a government

bank employee and a homemaker,
Pandey grew up as one of nine siblings
in a creative household that included

equitable agreement with the US” and,
therefore, the ongoing rally is likely to
remain in tact," he added.

Among the top gainers in early trade
were Tata Steel, which rose 1.15%,
followed by ICICI Bank up 0.88%,

Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL} up
0.79%, Mahindra & Mahindra up
0.59%, and Bharti Airtel gaining
0.44% However, the broader
sentiment looked weak as several

made

filmmaker Prasoon Pandey
and singer Ila Arun.After
studying history at St.
Stephen's College, Delhi, and
playing cricket at the Ranji
Trophy level, he explored
various professions before
finding his calling in
advertising at age 27.He often
said that brands are built with magic
and not just logic. This philosophy
became the comerstone of his creative
approach, prioritising emotional
connection over mere product features.

FEVICOL'S INNOVOTIVEADS
Perhaps no campaign better exemplifies

Pandey's genius than his work for
Pidilite’s Fevicol adhesive. The iconic

Sensex, Nifty openflat as FMCG stocks offset metal gains

heavyweights dragged the Sensex
lower. Hindustan Unilever was the
worst performer, falling 3.72%,
followed by Kotak Mahindra Bank
down 2.02%, Adani Ports slipping
0.83%, Axis Bank down 0.75%, and
Titan dropping 0.73%."A
US- China trade deal also
is likely in the coming
summit between the top
leaders from both sides.
US doesn’t have a strong
bargaining power with
China which has huge
leverage in rare earth
minerals and magnets.
This will force the US to
climb down from its
unrealistic tough tariff
stance. The shorts in the
system has come down and, therefore,
a strong short-covering rally, which
can take the market up significantly is
unlikely," said Vijaykumar.

Target announces 1,800 job
cuts in a decade amld
fullln[g sales

WYOR (Agency

Target has announced its first major round of job
cuts in ten years, with plans to lay off about 1,800
corporate employees as part of a major
restructuring effort. The move comes as the US
retailer struggles with stagnant sales and growing
competition.

INCOMING CEO EXPLAINS THE DECISION

The decision was revealed by Michael Fiddelke,
Target’s incoming CEQ, in an internal memo to
employees. He said around 1,000 corporate staff
will be let go, while 800 open positions will be
closed, together accounting for about 8% of the
company’'s global corporate
workforce. EMPLOYEES ASKED TO WORK
FROMHOME

All corporate employees in the US have been asked
to work from home next week as the company
finalises its restructuring process. Those affected
by the layoffs are expected to be notified on
Tuesday.The decision comes at a crucial time, just
weeks before the holiday shopping season, when
retailers typically hire more workers, not fewer.
According to reports, the move is aimed at
streamlining operations rather than cutting costs.

rivate sector exp ansion eases

as flas PN\I sllps to 59. 9 in October

The moderation was led by a
slowdown in the services
sector.

—
New Delhi.(Agency)
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’ Business confidence slipped from
recent highs, with several firms citing
competitive pressures and concerns
about future demand. Although the
composite PMI remains well above
the 50-mark that separates expansion
from contraction, the latest figures
suggest that India’s prnivate sector is
entering a phase of steadier, more
moderate growth.

India’s business activity continued to
expand strongly in October, but the pace
of growth moderated slightly. The HSBC |
Flash India Composite Purchasing |
Managers’ Index (PMI} eased to 59.9in |8
October from 61.0 in September,
indicating that while overall output
remains robust, the momentum seen in |
recent months has softened. !
The moderation was led by a slowdown in &3
the services sector, with the services
business activity index falling to 58.8
from 60.9 in September. In contrast,
manufacturing showed a mild
mprovement, rising to 58.4 from 57.7,
suggesting that factories are still
performing well despite external
challenges. New orders continued torise,
though at the slowest pace since May, as
demand growth lost some traction. Export

the group..Shapoorji Pallenji Group pressureThe
Shapoorji Pallonji (SP) Group has been a major
shareholder of Tata Sons and controls about 18% of
the holding company of the Tata. They have been
pushing for a public issue. The Shapoorji Pallonji
group wants to sell its stake and earn a handsome
amount. According to reports, while Tata Sons could
be valued at Rs 11 lakh crore, the stake of Shapoorji
Pallonji could run up to about Rs 2 lakh crore. Thus,
Shapoorji Pallonji can earn a handsome amount by
selling off'its stake in Tata Sons. Reports said that in a
recent meeting Noel Tata raised questions about the
finances of the Shapoorji Pallonji group. "Why did
the SP (Shapoorji Pallonji) Group take a loan of Rs
50,000 crore and where did the money go?" Tata
reportedly asked. This question has raised doubts that
there was no role of family ties in this decision. The
indication is clear: the Tatas are inno mood to bail out
the Shapoorji Pallonji group through the public issue
that will allow the latter to eamn a huge amount
through an OFS issue.

Economists note that the October

| reading still reflects a healthy level of
activity, consistent with strong output
and hiring trends. However, the
cooling services momentum could
temper domestic demand and job
creation if it persists.

On the external front, weaker export
demand could weigh on
manufacturing growth in the months
ahead. The moderation in input cost
inflation offers some relief for the
Reserve Bank of India, though
continued price hikes by firms could
keep overall inflation sticky.

Overall, the latest flash PMI suggests
that India’s economy remains resilient

but is beginning to settle into a more

measured pace of expansion as global and
domestic headwinds gradually build.

orders weakened to a seven-month low

firms continued to raise selling prices to
protect margins, pointing to lingering
inflationary tendencies.

amid softer global conditions. Input cost
pressures also eased slightly, but many
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Mahua Moitra trolled for backing
'brain dead’ Diwali post, clarifies later

The BJP's West
Bengal unit was quick
to criticise Mahua
Moitra, stating that
she "believes

Trinamool Congress MP Mahua

Agency New Delhi.

Moitra has issued a clarification
after facing widespread crificism
for backing a Canadian vlogger’s
social media post that mocked
Diwali and called Indians “brain
dead.” Moitra said she had
mistakenly endorsed the
offensive video while travelling,
clarifying that she had intended

to agree with adifferent post.
incident drew sharp
condemnation from the
which accused her of displaying

‘anti-India and anti-Hindu sentiment.”On
Thursday, Nate, the vlogger with the X handle
CelticAshes, posted a video showing garbage

The

Bangladesh is better
than India and has
compromised
national security in
exchange for luxury
handbags.”

to stop littering.

Maharashtra doctor dies hy
svicide, writes note on hand
accusing cops of rape

Agency New Delhi.

A woman doctor who worked at a government-run
hospital in Maharashtra's Satara district was found
dead in a hotel room after reportedly dying by
suicide. The victim reportedly left a suicide note
written on her hand, in which she accused two police
officers of raping and sexually assaulting her over a

period of five months.On her suicide note, she wrote

that PSI Gopal Badane raped her multiple times over

five months,
as well as
sexual
harassment,
while police

Prashant o

Bankar

mentally

harassed her.

After the
mcident came to light, the police sent the bedy for
post-mortem examination and began forensic
analysis of the suicide note written on the doctor's
hand.Authorities have initiated forensic testing of
ensure all legal protocols are followed.

The ongoing investigation aims to establish the
sequence of events and the extent of any criminal
conduct. The post-mortem and forensic findings are
expected to play a key role in the legal process
moving forward.No official statement has yvet been
released by the police officers named in the note, nor
has there been a formal response from the
department regarding the specific allegations.

officer
the suicide note to verify its authenticity and to
Goverment to make all

streetlights smart by October
end

e

Agency New Delhi.

The Public Works Department (PWD) will float a
comprehensive tender to replace all the existing 92,163
streetlights with smart LED streetlights across the city
by this month, the officials said According to the
officials, while some roads have LED lights, a large
number of old HSPV (sodium) streetlights need to be
replaced.

While tenders for the replacement of streetlights were
floated earlier by each division of PWD separately, it
was later decided that a comprehensive tender will be
floated for the entire city,” a senior government official
said. Chief Minister Rekha Gupta had announced last
month that the government will replace all the
streetlights with modem technology.

Earlier this month a review meeting was held under the
chairmanship of PWD Minister Parvesh Verma, where
the project was discussed.“Directions were given to
finalise the project by October and convert all the
streetlights into smart streetlights with an automatic
switch-off and on system and online monitoring,” the
official said. Currently, of the nearly 92,163
streetlights managed by the PWD, 43,000 still run on
conventional HPSV (sodium) fittings, while the
existing LED lights will be converted into smart LED
lights to ensure better illumination, reduced electricity
consumption, and longer lifespan.

By making this switch, the Delhi government expects to
save around Rs 31.53 crore annually in electricity and
maintenance costs, officials said. For real-time
monitoring and fixing defects in a time-bound manner,
each smart light will be connected to a mobile-based
application, they added.

scattered on the streets during Diwali
celebrations, with police officers urging people

The BJP’s West Bengal unit was quick to criticise
Moitra, stating that she “believes Bangladesh is
better than India and has compromised national
security in exchange for luxury handbags.” The

BIP,

party alleged that Trinamool MPs view
Kashmir as
mischaracterise terrorists as “tourists.”

. The BJP further accused the Trinamool-led
government in Bengal of committing atrocities
against women and children who dare to burst
firecrackers during Diwali, and claimed that
Kali temples have been attacked simply for
hosting Kali Puja celebrations.The statement
also referenced Moitra’s past remark, in which
she described Goddess Kali as a deity who

“Azad Kashmir” and

accepts meat and alcohol.

In the wake of the political backlash,

Moitra issued a clarification, saying she
had accidentally reposted the offensive
content while travelling and had not
checked her feed carefully. The MP
added that she had intended to endorsea
different video."Just clarifying my
twitter feed was showing alot of videos
and I meant to say 'l agree’ to a video just
below the racist one by some Nate. My
mistake. Travelling and didn't check till
now... But (it} was a genuine mistake.
Sorry trolls," she posted on X on Friday.

Social media users, however, were less
than impressed by Moitra’s clarification, with
many suggesting she could at least come up
with more creative excuses.""My account has
hacked' or 'my intern had control of my
account' would've been better excuses,"
user posted on X Another said, "Should’ve
gone with 'someone hacked my account’ or
intern had control and posted that tweet’.
Would’ve sold much better as a justification,
just saying."

one

Chhath Puja 2025 To Generate Rs

38,000 Crore Tra

““nt ‘;--7 —. .

Agency New Delhi.

The grand festival of Chhath Puja, .3

dedicated to worshipping the Sun
God, is set to give a major boost to
the Indian economy, with trade
worth around Rs 38,000 crore
expected across the country, ‘
according to the Confederation of

All India Traders (CAIT) on
Friday.

This marlks a sharp rise of 22.58 per

cent from last year's Rs 31,000 crore
and Rs 27,000 crore in 2023 --

and offering prayers to both the setting
and rising sun.

reflecting the festival's growing Once celebrated mainly in Bihar, the

culturaland economic significance.

The four-day festival, celebrated with

devotion and grandeur, has not only
become a symbol of faith and purity but
also a driver of local trade and
Swadeshi products.CAIT said that
around 150 million people are
participating in Chhath Pujarituals this
year, which include fasting, bathing,

festival has now become a pan-Indian
event, symbolising purity, discipline,
and the deep connection between
nature and humanity.In Delhi alone,
Chhath-related trade is expected to
cross Rs 6,000 crore this year. The city,
which has a large Purvanchali
population, has made elaborate
arrangements for devotees, setting up

g!e- Truders Body

around 1,500 ghats for rituals.
Major ghats such as Yamuna Ghat,
Kalindi Kunj, Wazirabad, and
Geeta Colony have been
beautifully decorated to welcome
lakhs of worshippers. The festival
is celebrated with equal fervour in
Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal, Chhattisgarh,
Uttarakhand, Haryana,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
and other states. Across India, markets
are witnessing massive footfall as
devotees purchase traditional Chhath
essentials such as bamboo baskets
(sup, daura, dalia), earthen lamps,
sugarcane, fruits, sweets, sarees,
utensils, and puja materials. CAIT
Secretary General and MP from
Chandni Chowk, Praveen Khandelwal,
said Chhath Puja is not just a religious
festival but also a reflection of India's

social harmony and cultural unity.

Communal Clash Erupts In UP's Kasgan
After Dispute Over Car Parking

Agency New Delhi.

A minor argument over car parking
turned violent in Uttar Pradesh's
Kasganj district on Thursday
evening, triggering a clash
between two communities that led
to firing and stone throwing in the
Soron town. The communal clash
left at least one injured and led to
prompt police deployment in the
arca. The police have arrested
three people in connection with the
clashandrecovered some weapons.

The confrontation began with a person
objecting to a car being parked on the
roadside. Claiming that the car
blocked his way, he asked the car's
owner, Riyaz Ahmed, o move it. The
argument quickly escalated, and in a
fit of anger, he allegedly kicked the
vehicle. Within moments, members

from both sides gathered, and the
situation turned volatile.

Sowrces said that some people later
approached the local police station
and lodged a complaint. While
returning, they were allegedly
confronted again by some men from
the other side. This reignited the
confrontation, leading to stone
throwing and gunfire that caused

panic amongthe locals.

Police responded immediately
after receiving distress calls and
deployed additional police
forces across sensitive areas to
prevent any further flare-
up.Riyaz Ahmed, who was
injured in the clash, was taken to
a local hospital and later referred
to Aligarh Medical College for
further treatment.

Kasganj Additional Superintendent of
Police, Sushil Kumar, who visited the
area to assess the situation, said
police presence has been intensified,
though the situation remaing under
control. "We conducted late-night
raids at multiple locations, arrested
three suspects, and recovered some
weapons," headded.

Delhi police bust ISIS-inspired
module, foil suicide attack; 2
arrested

1=

Delhi Police Special Cell arrested two

ISIS-inspired terror operatives

planning a svicide attack in the

national capital.

|
Agency New Delhi.

The Delhi Police Special Cell has busted an ISIS-
inspired terror module and arrested two
operatives who were allegedly planning a suicide
attack in the national capital. The arrests were
made following coordinated raids in Delhi and
MadhyaPradesh. One ofthesuspects was arrested
from South Delhi, while the second was arrested
in Madhya Pradesh.

Preliminary investigations reveal that they were in

advanced stages of preparing for an improvised
explosive device (IED) blast. The duo had been
undergoing training for a suicide mission and
were allegedly in contact with handlers linked to
the banned terrorist organization [S1S.

Maultiple intelligence and security agencies are now

jointly interrogating the suspects to trace other
members of the medule and uncover the full
extent of the network’s operations.

Government backs women for
night shifts, issues guidelines

for employers

Agency New Delhi.
Weeks after announcing amendments to ensure

all safeguards under the Delhi Shops and
Establishment Act and issuing suitable
notifications under the Factories Act, the Delhi
government has formally allowed the
engagement of wormen workers in night shifts at
shops and commercial establishments.

The notification, issued on Thursday, follows a
high-level meeting chaired by Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena and Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta in July, where it was
decided that women employees could work
night shifts in the national capital with their
written consent, as part of efforts to ensure ‘ease
of doing business’ and promote ‘maximum
governance-minimum government.”

Delhi, being the national capital, should have set
an example for other states, but restrictive and
outdated laws had long discouraged businesses
and economic activity, the L-G said.

The notification further states that every
employee will be entitled to double pay for
overtime and a maximum of 48 working hours
per week, in accordance with the Delhi Shops
and Establishment Act. Internal Complaints
Committees will also have to be constituted at
workplaces.

The government’s labour department, through
this neotification, added new provisions
regarding the employment of women and the
conditions of their work. [t mandates that
written consent from women employees 1s
compulsory for night duties. No employee shall
work for more than nine hours a day (including
meal and rest time} or 48 hours a week, and not
more than five hours at a stretch. Employers
must make adequate arrangements for safety,
security, and (ransportation for employees
working overtime or night shifts. Overtime
wages will be paid at double the normal rate as
provided under Section 8 of the Delhi Shops and
Establishment Act, 1954. Shift schedules must
ensure that no employee is forced to work night
shifts exclusively,” the notification added.

Piyush Pandey, legendary adman known for
Fevicol, Vodafone pug campaigns, dies at 70

From Cadbury's 'Kuch Khaas Hai' and Asian Pamts' 'Har Khushi Mem Rang Lave' to Vodafone's iconic pug

ad, Pivush Pandey's ideas became ingrained i Indian pop culture.

His slogan "Ab ki baar, Modi sarkar," created for Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 2014 election campaign, also went on to become a widely recognised political catchphrase.

Agency New Delhi.

Advertising legend Pivush Pandey, known
for iconic campaigns for Fevicol and the
Vodafone ad featuring the pug, died on
Friday at the age of 70. Regarded as a
pioncer in India’s advertising industry,
he leaves behind a legacy of memorable
campaigns.From Cadbury’s 'Kuch

and Asian Paints’ Har

Khushi Mein Rang Laye' to Vodafone’s

iconic pug ad, Pandey’s ideas became

ingrained in Indian pop culture.His
slogan “Ab ki baar, Modi sarkar,”
created for Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s 2014 election campaign, also

went on to become a widely recognised

Khaas Hai'

political catchphrase.

Condoling the veteran adman's death,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he
would "cherish our interactions over the
years"."He made a monumental
contribution to the world of advertising

and communications.

thoughts are with his family and
admirers," he tweeted.

"His creative genius redefined
storytelling, giving us
unforgettable and timeless
narratives. To me, he was a
friend whose brilliance shone
through his authenticity,
warmth, and wit. I will always
cherish our engaging
interactions. He leaves behind a
deep void that will be hard to
fill. My deepest condolences to |
his family, friends, and
admirers," he posted on X.

I will fondly

cherish our interactions over the years.
My

Saddened by his passing away.

Close friend Suhel Seth posted on X:
“Deeply, deeply saddened and Seth was referring to the patriotic song
devastated at the loss of the genius that
my dearest friend Piyush Pandey was.

to Mile Sur Mera Tumhara.”

India has not just lost a great advertising
mind but a true patriot and a fine, fine A distinguished advertising professional,
gentleman. Now the heavens will dance

“Mile Sur Mera Tumhara" created for
the National Integration campaign in

1988 and sung by Pandey.

Pandey served as Ogilvy's Chief
Creative Officer Worldwide
(2019) and Executive Chairman
India. He was the recipient of the
LIA Legend Award in 2024 and
the Padma Shri in 2016.The
Sunlight Detergent print ad was
the first advertisement he ever
wrote.Pandey’s iconic work
spans a wide range of campaigns.
His memorable commercial
work includes the Polio
awareness campaign with
Amitabh Bachchan, Fevikwik’s
“Todo Nahin, Jodo", Ponds’
Googly Woogly Woosh,
Vodafone’s ZooZoo campaigns, and
campaigns for Gujarat Tourism, anti-
smoking initiatives for the Cancer
Patients Asgociation, among others.
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Elon Musk's "I She's A 10"
Remark On "Silicon Valley
Sex Warfare" Report

WASHINGTON . (Agency)

The world's richest man, Elon Musk, has reacted to a
report claiming Chinese and Russian operatives are
targeting the American tech industry through
deception and seduction. Sharing a screenshot of The
Times (UK) report, headlined "Female spies are
waging 'sex warfare' to steal Silicon Valley secrets,"
the SpaceX CEO referred to the latest meme and
wrote, "If she's a 10, you're an asset."Silicon Valley is
a global hub for major tech companies, including
Facebook, Apple, and Google.The report alleged that
China and Russia are sending attractive women to
seduce tech workers - even marrying and having
children with their targets. "It's the Wild West out
there," the report mentioned.James Mulvenon, who
works as the chief intelligence officer at Pamir
Consulting (a company that helps American
businesses understand risks when dealing with
China), said that he was recently targeted by women
working as spies, according to The Times. These
women tried to use romantic or sexual tricks to get
access to secret information about US technology, he
alleged.According to the report, China is also
organising startup competition inside the US to
allegedly steal business ideas. Some even claim that
it's been trying to damage the US tech
ecosystem.Back in February, a US House committee
warned that China's Communist Party had been
involved in more than 60 spying cases in the US over
the last four years. A former intelligence officer said
that number was probably much higher.

"China is targeting our strtups, our academic
institutions, our innovators, our DoD-funded
research projects. But there's not enough oversight
and action," said Jeff Stoff, a security academic and
former China and national security analyst for the US
government.

India-US Scholar Ashley
Tellis Denies China Link In
Espionage Case, Gets Pre-
Trial Release

world.(Agency)

A US court has granted pre-trial release to Indian-
American scholar Ashley Tellis in a purported
espionage case. Attorneys of Tellis, who is accused
of keeping more than 1,000 pages of classified
records in his basement, have pledged full
cooperation with authorities, citing the 64-year-old
scholar's "lifelong commitment to American
national security".A prominent expert on Indian and
South Asian affairs, Tellis has worked in
Washington think tanks and diplomatic circles for
more than 20 years. He was arrested last week after
the FBI searched his Vienna, Virginia, residence and
found more than 1,000 pages of top-secret or secret
documents in a basement home office area.

He was later charged by criminal complaint with the
unlawful retention of national defence information
and faces up to 10 years in prison.

Arguments In Court

During a preliminary appearance before a Virginia
district court judge, Tellis's attorneys said he had
been cooperating with investigators since his arrest
and was released from jail to home confinement on
Tuesday.A respected voice in Washington's foreign
policy establishment, Tellis is currently a senior
fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace, specialising in international security,
defence, and Asian strategic issues. He held senior
positions under former President George W Bush
and remained an unpaid advisor to the State
Department. During the hearing, Tellis's attorneys
pushed back on the Justice Department's legal filing
that suggested Tellis may have leaked classified US
defence records to China. The defence argued that
the Justice Department overreached against a
supposed US patriot whose "scholarly curiosity",
and not malice, led to the benign hoarding of
classified documents found in his home.

Alaska Airlines Grounds Its
Aircraft Due To Technology
Outage

Seattle .(Agency) :

An information technology outage has prompted
Alaska Airlines to ground its planes, the airline said
Thursday. The company said in a post on the social
platform X that it imposed a “temporary ground
stop.” It recommended that passengers check their
flight status before heading to the airport.-We
apologise for the inconvenience,” the post said.

The airline didn't immediately respond to an email
requesting more information. The grounding was
affecting Alaska Air and Horizon Air flights.

READ: Alaska Airlines Flight Makes Emergency

Y

T T T T T

Landing After Passenger Attacks Cabin Crew Mid-
AirHawaiian Airlines, which was bought by Alaska
Air Group last year, said its flights are operating as
scheduled.In July, Alaska grounded all of its flights
for about three hours after the failure of a critical
piece of hardware at a data center.There has been a
history of computer problems disrupting flights in
the industry, though most of the time the disruptions
are only temporary.
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New Japan PM vows to take US ties

to 'new heights’ with Trump

Japan's first woman prime minister

also has a host of other complex

issues to tackle in the coming

months, including a flatlining

economy and a declining population.

TOKYO . (Agency)

Japan's new Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi

said Friday she will bring US ties to "new
heights" in talks with President Donald
Trump, while taking a swipe at China and
vowing a stricter stance on foreigners.

In her first policy speech, Takaichi also told a

rowdy parliament that the target of
spending two percent of gross domestic
product on defence will be brought forward
by two years. Trump, who wants Tokyo and
other allies to boost their military spending,
is due to visit Japan next week -- just days
after Takaichi took office. Tokyo's previous
target was to spend two percent of GDP on
defence in the 2027-28 fiscal year but
Takaichi wants this achieved in the current

tax year.Takaichi said she would build "a
relationship of trust" during Trump's visit,
"elevating the Japan-US relationship to
new heights".

During her maiden speech, China hawk

Takaichi also warned that "the military
activities of neighbouring countries --
China, North Korea and Russia -- have
become a grave concern.""The free, open
and stable international order we have
grown accustomed to is being profoundly
shaken by historic shifts in the balance of
power and intensifying geopolitical
competition," she said.

Takaichi has previously said that "Japan is

completely looked down on by China",
and that Tokyo must "address the security
threat" posed by Beijing, while calling for
more security cooperation with Taiwan.

But Japan's first woman prime minister also

has a host of other complex issues to tackle
in the coming months, including a
flatlining economy and a declining
population.On Friday she said the country
needed foreign workers to address labour
shortages, but alluded to growing anxiety
over foreigners in Japan, a country with

historically low levels of immigration.

"Some illegal activities and breaches of rules

by certain foreigners have created
situations where members of the public feel
uneasy and perceive unfairness," Takaichi

said."While we draw a clear line from

xenophobia, the government will respond
resolutely to such acts," she added, saying
they will enforce compliance with existing
rules and examine sensitive issues such as
land acquisition.The populist Sanseito
party, which calls immigration a "silent
invasion", has been making gains in recent

elections.Rising inflationA new poll
published Thursday by the Yomiuri
Shimbun daily put support for Takaichi at
71 percent, the fifth-highest for a new
cabinet since 1978.Ahead of her
parliament address, Takaichi had promised
to ease pressure on households, saying the
cost-of-living squeeze was a priority and
telling her cabinet to draw up measures to
address it. However, there was little further
detail Friday on the promised economic
package.Takaichi's predecessor Shigeru
Ishiba survived barely a year in office,
with voters hammering the ruling party in
elections partly because of rising
prices.Official data Friday showed
inflation accelerated last month, with the
consumer price index jumping to 2.9
percent in September from 2.7 percent the
previous month.But without volatile fresh
fruit and energy prices, the reading eased to
3.0 percent from 3.3 percent.A particular
cause of voter anger over the past year has
been skyrocketing prices for rice.This was
linked to a very hot summer in 2023 and
panic-buying after a "megaquake" warning
last year, amongst other factors.

South Korea says 'considerable’ chance
Kim, Trump will meet next week

«While no official announcements
of the duo's meeting have been
made, South Korea and the
United Nations Command halted
tours of the JSA from late
October to early November.

SEOUL. (Agency)

South Korea's unification minister said
Friday he believed there was a
"considerable" chance that US
President Donald Trump will meet
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
during a visit to the peninsula next
week. Trump is expected in South
Korea on Wednesday for the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) Forum.US media have
reported officials from his
administration have privately
discussed setting up a meeting
between Trump and North Korean
leader Kim, with whom he last held

talks in 2019.North Korea appears "to
be paying attention to the United States
and various signs... suggest a
considerable possibility of a meeting,"
unification minister Chung Dong-
young told reporters. Trump has said
he hopes to meet Kim again -- possibly
this year.Kim said last month he had

"fond memories" of Trump and was
open to talks if the United States
dropped its "delusional" demand that
Pyongyang give up its nuclear
weapons.Seoul on Friday urged the
two leaders not to let the chance "slip

away"."I don't want to miss even a one
percent chance," the unification
minister said.

"They need to make a decision," Chung,
whose ministry handles fraught
relations with the North, added.

Kim and Trump last met in 2019 at
Panmunjom in the Joint
Security Area in the
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ)
separating the two Koreas -- the
only place where soldiers from
both sides face each other on a
regular basis.

While no official announcements
of the duo's meeting have been
made, South Korea and the
United Nations Command
halted tours of the JSA from late
October to early

November.Minister Chung said North

Koreans have been spotted "sprucing

up" areas near the JSA for the first time

this year -- cleaning, pulling weeds,
tidying flower beds and taking photos
around Panmunjom.

What to know about Argentina's midterm vote, a
pivotal test for Trump ally President Milei

BUENOS AIRES..(Agency)

Anyone who watched U.S. President
Donald Trump vow to condition
financial aid to cash-strapped
Argentina on the outcome of a "very
big" and "very important" vote in the
South American country would be
forgiven for thinking that his close
ideological ally, Argentine President
Javier Milei, was up for reelection.

But no. The vote that Trump was talking
about earlier this month is, in fact, a
midterm election for less than half of
the Argentine Congress.Now the
explosive comments, combined with a
dizzying series of scandals and
setbacks for Milei, have cranked up the
pressure on Argentina's libertarian
president and transformed Sunday's
limited vote into a major political test
that could help determine the fate of
Milei's free-market experiment.

"We've made it to the elections on our
feet, and on Sunday Argentina will
really change," Milei said in a fiery
final campaign speech late Thursday
from the port city of Rosario.

Arapid change in fortunes

At the start of the year, pollsters and
pundits were predicting a smashing
success for Milei in the midterms.

His huge cuts to state spending delivered
Argentina's first fiscal surplus in
nearly 15 years and pulled down
monthly inflation from 25.5% to 2%.
Argentines celebrated relief from ever-
rising prices and took comfort in a
strong peso that made it cheaper for
them to snap up imported goods and
vacation abroad.With his approval
ratings high, Milei took victory laps
through Europe, Latin America and,
most frequently, Trump's Mar-a-Lago
club, railing against the evils of
socialism and the corruption of the
political elite. He pushed key
deregulation laws through an
opposition-dominated Congress,
allying with the right-wing PRO party
of former President Mauricio Macri
and striking deals with moderate
gOoVernors.

How quickly the mood turned.

Milei's aura of infallibility first began to

crack in February, when he promoted a
dodgy memecoin on his social media
account that quickly collapsed, leading
to $250 million in losses for investors.
Then in August, Milei's powerful sister
was accused of taking bribes from a
government medicine supplier. She
denies wrongdoing.The latest blow
came earlier this month, when Milei's
leading candidate in Buenos Aires
province, José Luis Espert, dropped
out of the midterm race after admitting
he received $200,000 from a
businessman indicted in the U.S. for
drug trafficking. He says it was for
consulting services.The controversies
have hurt Milei's reputation as a
straight-talking outsider determined to
tear down the corrupt establishment,
experts say, particularly at this time of
harsh austerity."It was the first wake-
up call when people started to ask,
maybe (Milei and Karina) are asking
us to make sacrifices that they're not
making themselves," said Eugenia
Mitchelstein, the chair of the social
sciences department at Buenos Aires'
San Andrés University.

China, US 'can find
ways to resolve
concerns': Commerce
Minister Wang Wentao

BEIJING: (Agency)

Beijing and Washington "can totally find ways to
resolve each other's concerns", the Chinese commerce
minister said Friday, as officials from both sides were
to meet in Malaysia for trade talks.

The world's two biggest economies have spent a large
part of this year locked in a tit-for-tat trade row, though
they currently appear to be seeking to avoid further
escalation.Chinese vice premier He Lifeng is leading a
delegation to meet US counterparts in Malaysia from
October 24 to 27, Beijing said Thursday, the latest of
several such roundsofnegotiations.

On Friday, Commerce Minister Wang Wentao said the
previous meetings had shown "China and the United
States can totally find ways to resolve each other's
concerns".The two can "find correct ways to coexist,
and promote the healthy, stable and sustainable
development of China-US economic ties through
mutual respect and equal consultation”, he told a news
conference marking the end of a key political meeting
in Beijing.US President Donald Trump will meet his

Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in South Korea next
Thursday, the White House said, having previously
threatened to cancel.Beijing ths month announced
sweeping controls on the critical rare earths industry,
prompting Trump to threaten 100 percent tariffs on
imports from China in retaliation.The two countries
also began applying arrival fees against each other's
ships, sparked by a US "Section 301" investigation
that found Beijing's dominance in the industry was
unreasonable.

India 'scaling back' Russian oil imports at
Trump's request, claims White House

The US president and his
administration have heen

claiming for the past few days

that India has assured that it

will significantly reduce its oil

imports from Russia.

world . (Agency)

.The White House has claimed that India has

its consumers.According to theUS, India is
helping Russian President Vladimir Putin
to finance the Ukraine war through its
purchase of crude oil from
Moscow.Relations between New Delhi and
Washington have been under severe stress
after Trump doubled tariffs on Indian goods
to a whopping 50%, including a 25%
additional duty for India's purchase of
Russian crude. India described the US
action as "unfair, unjustified and
unreasonable."Leavitt said Trump had long
signalled that he would act against Russia
"when he felt it was appropriate and
necessary, and yesterday was that day." She

begun "scaling back" its oil purchases from
Russia at the "request" of US President
Donald Trump.Addressing a press briefing
on Thursday, White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt said, "If you see and read
the sanctions on Russia, they are pretty
hefty."Leavitt was referring to the US
sanctions on Russia's two largest oil
companies, Rosneft and Lukoil, on
Wednesday, as part of its efforts to choke
off key revenue streams for Moscow amid

the Russia-Ukraine war.

"I saw some international news that suggests

China is scaling back oil purchases from
Russia; we know that India has done the
same at the request of the President," she
claimed.Leavitt said Washington has also
urged its European allies to cut their
Russian oil imports as part of what she
called a "full-court press" against
Moscow's war-financing channels.

The US president and his administration

have been claiming for the past few days
that India has assured that it will
significantly reduce its oil imports from
Russia. Trump had further warned that
New Delhi would face “massive” tariffs if
it failed to do so. However, India has been
maintaining that its energy policy is guided
by its own national interest, especially
ensuring affordable and secure supplies for

said Trump has "long expressed his
frustration" with Putin for showing "not
enough interest or action" in moving toward
apeace settlement.

Trump and Putin were expected to meet later

this year in Hungary, but the meeting has
now been postponed indefinitely. However,
Leavitt said a meeting between the two
leaders "is not completely off the table" and
"can happen again one day.”
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Calmness and clarity:
What makes Smriti
Mandhana, Pratika

Rawal combination click

New Delhi. (Agency)

India’s current opening pair of Smriti
Mandhana and Pratika Rawal so
effective. The duo played a starring role in
India’s recent win over New Zealand
during the Women’s World Cup league
stages, a victory that secured India’s place
in the semifinals of the ICC showpiece
event.Speaking on Star Sports, Chopra
highlighted how the pair complement
each other perfectly, emphasising that
they have a clear understanding of their
respective roles. Since forming the
opening partnership, Mandhana has
typically taken on the role of the
aggressor, playing attacking strokes and
putting pressure on the opposition. In
contrast, Rawal adopts a more measured
approach, pacing her innings carefully
while keeping the scoreboard ticking.
This balance of aggression and
composure, Chopra explained, makes
them a well-rounded and reliable opening
combination.“What makes Smriti and

Pratika’s partnership special is their
calmness and clarity,” Chopra said.
“They understand their roles perfectly.
Smriti even mentioned after winning
Player of the Match that they focus on
playing their individual games and trust
that the partnership will deliver results.
For any opening pair, understanding each
other’s strengths and complementing
them is crucial.”Chopra also praised
Rawal’s remarkable evolution as a
cricketer. Despite not being part of the
Women’s Premier League (WPL), Rawal
has made a name for herself at the
international level. Since her debut, she
has accumulated over 1,000 runs in ODIs
injust 23 innings — aremarkable feat that
speaks volumes about her consistency
and temperament.

Aaj farewell match tha:
Rohit Sharma reacts to
Gambhir's joke after
Adelaide 73

New Delhi. (Agency)

VWhile India opener Rohit Sharma silenced
his critics with a gritty 73 in the Adelaide
ODI against Australia, head coach Gautam
Gambhir seized the moment to make a light-
hearted joke about the retirement buzz
surrounding the star batter.In a video that
quickly went viral, Gambhir is seen joking
with Rohit on their way to the team hotel,
teasing him about a possible farewell match
and asking him to pose for a photo.The clip
shows Gambhir saying, “Rohit, sabko lag
raha tha ki aaj farewell match tha, ek photo
to lagaa do.” Fans loved the light-hearted
moment, especially after Rohit’s impressive
73 in Adelaide that dialled down the
increased retirement speculations after his
eight-run outing in the Perth ODI.Rohit,
however, responded to the pressure with

patience and determination at the Adelaide
Oval. Facing a pitch offering movement and

bounce for the Australian pacers, he
anchored the innings, scoring 73 runs off 97
balls, reaching his fifty in 74 deliveries—his
slowest ODI fifty since 2015. He gave
himself time to read the conditions,
contrasting sharply with his tentative return
in Perth, and combined with vice-captain
Shreyas Iyer for a crucial 118-run
partnership, finding boundaries when
needed.His innings ended in the 30th over
when a short delivery from Mitchell Starc
forced him into a mistimed shot. Despite
Rohit and Iyer’s resilient stand, India could
not prevent Australia from chasing the 265
target, as a strong partnership between
Matthew Short and Cooper Connolly
secured a two-wicket win, handing the

After Asia Cup hockey, Pakistan pull
out of | |un|or World Cup in India

«Pakistan have pulled out of the
upcoming junior Hockey World Cup
in India. The International Hockey
Federation has revealed that they
would announce the replacement
$00N.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Months after deciding not to travel to India for

the Asia Cup in hockey, Pakistan has now
withdrawn from the Junior Hockey World
Cup, scheduled to be held in Chennai and
Madurai from 28 November to 28 December.
The International Hockey Federation (FIH)
confirmed the development on Friday, 24
October, stating that a replacement team for
Pakistan would be announced
shortly.Pakistan was drawn into a group
alongside India, Chile, and Switzerland in
the 24-team Junior Hockey World Cup.
Earlier, Bangladesh had replaced Pakistan in
the Asia Cup, which took place in Rajgir,
Bihar, after the former Asian champions

Dad saw the
lights up the

New Delhi. (Agency)

As Pratika Rawal removed her helmet to
celebrate her maiden Women's World Cup
century against New Zealand at the Dr DY
Patil Stadium in Navi Mumbali, the crowd
erupted in delight. The 25-year-old raised
her bat to acknowledge the roaring support
as chants of "Pratika! Pratika!" echoed
throughout the stadium.Among the 25,166
spectators cheering for India's rising star
was a familiar face — one who had dreamt of
this moment all his life and was
overwhelmed to see it unfold before his
eyes. Pratika's father, Pradeep Rawal, was
in attendance to witness his daughter
announce herself on the grand stage of the
World Cup.Watching her realise a dream he
had nurtured for years, Pradeep was both
elated and emotional — his decision to train
Pratika, a student of psychology, from the
tender age of three now vindicated in the
most spectacular fashion.

STORIES YOUMAY LIKE

Woman steals spotlight with impromptu
Diwali dance at office, video wows 12
million13-year-old crushed by Thar in
broad daylight— Driver released on bail

Mabharashtra doctor dies by suicide, writes

withdrew from the tournament.Reports
suggest that Pakistan’s withdrawal from both
events stems from security concerns amid
strained Dbilateral ties between the two
nations. The Pahalgam terror attack in April
claimed multiple civilian lives, and India’s
subsequent retaliation through Operation
Sindoor has heightened tensions and affected
sporting relations. Pakistan Hockey

Federation president Rana Mujahid
reportedly cited incidents during the Asia
Cup (cricket), including moments when
Indian players refused to shake hands with
their Pakistani counterparts, as evidence of
ongoing challenges in bilateral sports
diplomacy.The FIH confirmed that a
replacement team for the Junior Hockey
World Cup would be announced soon,

spark at 3, Pratika Rawal

note on hand accusing cops of rape

Coming into the match amid murmurs about
her strike rate, Pratika began her innings in
her typically composed manner before

World Cup 22 years later

performance, Pradeep watched on from a
distance, savouring every second of a
moment he had long envisioned — his
daughter shining on the world stage.

pacing it beautifully to produce the finest 'Pratika! Pratika! chants made me emotional'
knock of her career so far. A sublime
innings of 122 off 134 balls, laced with 13

fours and two sixes, helped India post a
commanding total of 340 for 3 in 49
overs.She was involved in a monumental
212-run opening partnership with Smriti
Mandhana, who herself struck a
scintillating 109 off 95 balls, showcasing
her trademark strokeplay with elegance and
authority.As Pratika soaked in the rapturous
applause from the crowd for her stellar

“I was inside the stadium, and whenever the

crowd roared ‘Pratika Rawal! Pratika
Rawal!’, T got goosebumps. I felt an
immense sense of pride, seeing my child
playing for India. The one we trained and
watched grow up is now representing the
country, playing in a World Cup, and that
too, in such a crucial match. It was a real
do-or-die game today, and she scored a
hundred — her first in a World Cup. That
makes me extremely proud,” Pradeep told
IndiaToday.in.Pradeep has played a
pivotal role in shaping his daughter's
career, beginning her training at the tender
age of three. A medium pacer and hard-
hitting batter during his university days, he
adopted a contrasting approach while
coaching his daughter, urging her to play
along the ground — a trait that laid the
foundation for her elegant batting style. He
also credited Railways coach Deepti
Dhyani for transforming Pratika's game
after taking herunder her wingin2017.

Mbappe's Real Madrid aiming to
end Barca Clasico dominance

BARCELONA. . (Agency)

Last season Barcelona romped to four Clasico
victories over Real Madrid but led by in-
form striker Kylian Mbappe, Los Blancos
are aiming to redress the balance on Sunday
in La Liga.Hansi Flick's side won a
domestic treble, beating Madrid twice in La
Liga and in the Copa del Rey and Spanish
Super Cup finals, precipitating the end of
Carlo Ancelotti's reign.

The Italian's replacement Xabi Alonso has
started well, with Madrid leading Barcelona
by two points at the top of the table going
into the clash at the Santiago Bernabeu.

Madrid have some doubts around them
regarding their performance in big matches,
having lost against Paris Saint-Germain in
the Club World Cup semi-finals this
summer and then suffering a 5-2 thrashing
by Atletico Madrid in a derby in September.

A victory in the Clasico would open up a five-
point gap on their rivals and ease those
concerns, while Flick's Barca are yet to
reach the same level they managed last

season.Madrid striker Mbappe, however,
has hit new heights in the current campaign
after finishing the previous campaign
strongly.Mbappe scored in his 11 previous

consecutive matches for club and country
before Wednesday's Champions League
win over Juventus, in whih Jude
Bellingham netted the only goal.

The 26-year-old has scored 10 of Madrid's 20
La Liga goals, leading Spain's scoring
charts, and has 15 for his club across all

competitions, totalling 54 percent of their
goals."We're not dependent on him," said
Madrid coach Alonso last week, although
the statisics hint otherwise."We are very
happy with his performance, he's being
decisive."Mbappe struggled for confidence
and form in his early days at Madrid, with
his first Clasico a huge disappointment.

Exactly a year before this weekend's Clasico,

Barcelona visited the Bernabeu and came
away with a 4-0 victory, a match notable for
the French superstar's struggle to beat the
Catalans' high defensive line in his first
outing against them for Madrid.

Mbappe had one goal disallowed for offside

and was caught offside eight times in total.
The forward was "shrunken and without
venom", wrote Spanish newspaper AS.

"It's time to change my situation and show

who I am as a player," pledged Mbappe a
few weeks later as Madrid continued to
slump.By the time Mbappe faced Barcelona
next, in the Spanish Super Cup final in
January, he had clicked into a higher gear.

ensuring that the tournament proceeds
with a full roster of qualified teams.
While Pakistan’s absence is significant,
the focus now shifts to the other
participants, who are preparing for a high-
stakes tournament featuring some of the
most promising young hockey talent from
around the world.

-~ The Indian government had recently
formalised a policy restricting bilateral
sporting ties with Pakistan, but clarified
that Indian teams would still participate in
multinational events where Pakistan is
present. Despite these tensions,
organisers are committed to ensuring that
the Junior Hockey World Cup runs
smoothly from 28 November to 28
December across Chennai and
Madurai.With Pakistan’s withdrawal,

teams in their group, including India, will

face a revised competition schedule, while
fans will be watching closely to see how the
tournament unfolds. The Men’s Junior

Hockey World Cup remains a key platform

for emerging stars, offering a chance to gain

international exposure and showcase talent
onone of hockey’s biggest stages.

AUS vs IND: Glenn
Maxwell returns from
injury as Australia
revise T201 squad

New Delhi. (Agency)

Australia have made sweeping changes to their

T20I squad, which will face Suryakumar
Yadav-led India in a five-match series from 29
October to 8 November. All-rounder Glenn
Maxwell will return to competitive action for
the first time since September 2024, having
fully recovered from a fractured wrist. The
World Cup winner, who retired from one-day
internationals earlier this year, is set to feature
inthe last three matches of the series.

Maxwell sustained the wrist fracture while

bowling in the nets ahead of Australia's three-
match T20I series in New Zealand in
September. His inclusion is a significant boost
for the Australian team as they ramp up

preparations for next year's T20 World Cup,
which will be held in India and Sri Lanka from
February to March.Fast bowlers Josh
Hazlewood and Sean Abbott will not feature for
the entire duration of the T20I series.
Hazlewood is set to be released after two
matches, while Abbott will exit the squad
following three matches. Both pacers are
expected to begin preparations for red-ball
cricket ahead of the highly anticipated Ashes
series against England, which starts on 21
November.Australia have also added 20-year-
old fast bowler Mahli Beardman for the last
three matches. Beardman impressed in the U19
World Cup, taking 10 wickets in six matches
with explosive spells. He is likely to make his
debut during the T201 series, filling the void left
by Hazlewood and Abbott.In addition,
wicketkeeper Josh Philippe has been added to
the squad for all five matches, and fast bowler
Ben Dwarshuis for the last three matches. Josh
Inglis will take primary responsibility for
wicketkeeping during the series, with Philippe
acting as his back-up.

Kuldeep Yadav a must for 3rd ODI vs AUS,
can't keep adding batters: Parthiv Patel

Former India batter Parthiv Patel
urges inclusion of Kuldeep Yadav in
Sydney 0DI. He says India must
balance hatting with spin options to
take crucial wickets and strengthen
their middle overs against

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India batter Parthiv Patel believes
India should include wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav in the third ODI against Australia in
Sydney, a match that could be crucial for
salvaging some pride after the series defeat.
Patel stressed that India cannot rely solely on
batting depth and that Kuldeep’s wicket-
taking ability and spin skills are needed to
pose a stronger challenge after losses in Perth

and Adelaide.

Kuldeep Yadav is yet to feature in the
ongoing ODI series against Australia,
having been left out of both the Perth and
Adelaide matches. His exclusion sparked
criticism from fans directed at India head
coach Gautam Gambhir and captain
Shubman Gill, with many expecting
changes, particularly in the bowling
department, after India’s pacers struggled
to make an impact against an Australian
batting lineup still in transition.India’s
playing X1 in both ODIs has relied heavily
on batting, with five specialist batters and
three bowling all-rounders, stretching the
lineup down to number eight. Speaking after
the Adelaide ODI, Parthiv Patel highlighted
the need for balance and the importance of
including a player like Kuldeep, who can
break crucial partnerships and strengthen
India’s bowling in the middle overs.“We will
definitely see Kuldeep Yadav playing in the

third ODI. As far as the combination is

concerned, India will have to trust their top
order, whether it’s about performance or runs
and stick with the right balance. There’s no
need for an extra cushion in batting," Parthiv
Patel told Star Sports.“Kuldeep Yadav can
provide those crucial wickets in the middle
overs that India has been missing. If your

top-order batters get out early, that’s part of

the game. You can’t keep adding more

] Dbatters to cover for that. The focus
should be on playing the best
combination to win," he added.

India went unchanged for the Adelaide
ODI, continuing with a three-pacer
setup featuring Harshit Rana,
Arshdeep Singh, and Mohammed
Siraj. Spin-bowling all-rounders Axar
Patel and Washington Sundar
remained in the side, while Nitish
Kumar Reddy provided an extra seam
option in the lower order.Defending
265 runs, Arshdeep took 2 wickets for

41 runs, Siraj claimed one while conceding
almost the same number of runs, and Harshit
Rana gave away 59 runs despite taking 2
wickets. Even the spinners, Washington and
Axar, could not make a significant impact
against Australian batters Matthew Short and
Cooper Connolly.

series to the hosts.
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Tejasswi

Prakash

Gets Papped Exiting A Salon,
Flaunts Her Flawless Makeup

D iwali bashes seem to be never-ending in the film and television industry.

TejasswiPrakash was spotted exiting a salon after getting ready, reportedly
to attend yet another star-studded party in town. It was her camaraderie
with the paparazzi that captured our attention.In a video posted on Instagram,
Tejasswi Prakash was seen exiting one of the hugely popular salons in Mumbai.
Despite being mobbed by the shutterbugs, she walked straight towards her car.
Initially, she was seen waving towards them, but soon after, she began smiling
with abit of shyness.
Decoding TejasswiPrakash’s Breathtaking Look
Decked up in a shimmery pre-draped saree, the actress looked every bit stunning.
She teamed the six vards of elegance with a shimmery sleeveless blouse aderned
with tassel detailing near the hemline. Tejasswi opted for glam makeup, which
included a dollop of blush on her cheeks, glossy lipstick and thin strokes of
eveliner. Her overall charm was accentuated by her wavy, open tresses flawlessly
touching her shoulders. A matching lavender-coloured bag, a chic diamond
necklace, and a pair of white heels finished affher look for the night.
Tejasswi Prakash’s Fans Are In Love With Her Flawless Beauty

Y B P

The video captioned as “Tejasswi Prakash snapped coming out of a Beauty Salon,"”
soon began winning hearts. A user said, “Looking so beautiful." Another person
added, “Keep shining always." Someone mentioned, “Epitome of beauty and
grace.” “IHow can someone be so cute?” gushed yet another fan. Many others
complemented her looks by calling her “Beautiful", “Cutie pie", “Hottie",
“Angelic beauty", “So gorgeous", “Pretty pretty Teju", and more.

TejasswiPrakash’s Recent And Upcoming Works

’ :‘ ' In 20235, she contested in the reality show, Celebrity MasterChef India, and
i emerged as the Znd Runner-Up. Besides this, she was seen i Celebrity
g Masterchef— Masterclass, Super Dancer, Indian Idel (Hindi TV series) season 15,
A i \k‘ | Laughter Chefs — Unlimited Entertainment and Pati Patni Aur Panga — Jediyon
b it & Ka Reality Check. While there is no official statement from the makers, viewers
: )3 -.:7 Sl Y are already anticipating the retun of Tejasswi in anew avatar in Naagin season 7.
o 0" Addifionally, if Tumours are to be believed, she will have a potential collaboration

!_,.1 i with her boyfriend Karan Kundrra in Laughter Chefs 3.

A o) SR

Shehnaaz Gill

Flashes A Smile As Ikk Kudi Team Helps Her
Stand Up After She Falls At Trailer Launch _

: ;hehnaaz Gill’s next Punjabi film, Ikk Kudi, Saunkan Saunkane, comes another unforgettable story — |

promises to be both light-hearted and serious in 1ts IKK KUDI. Directed by @amarjitsaron. Movie
exploration of marriage, love and self-discovery.  Releasingon 31st October.”

The makers released a trailer last evening with most of All About Ikk Kudi’s Trailer
the cast members in attendance along with Shehnaaz. A The trailer begins with advice on how important it is for a
video from the trailer launch event has now surfaced on girl taselect the appropriate life partner, a concept thatis
the internet which features a heartfelt moment between  firmly ingrained in Indian culture. With that in mind,
Shehnaaz and the team. Shehnaaz’s character sets out to locate her ideal partner.

In the clip, Shehnaaz was seen seated on a floor and her  However, when a suitable husband is finally found for,
outfit made it difficult for her fo get up. Soon, the feam  her, she insists on doing a thorough background check in
his town to guarantee there are no secrets. This
decision leads off a series of comedic events in
which she must navigate awkward
circumstances, nosy people and surprising
revelations.

Ikk Kudi- Cast and Other Details

Shehnaaz Gill will make her production
debut with the next Punjabi film, Ikk
Kudi. Ikk Kudi, directed by Amarjit
Singh Saron, promises a light-
hearted but emotionally genuine
story. Gurjazz, Juss, Udaybir
Sandhu, Nirmal Rishi, Sukhi
Chahal, Gurinder Makna,

] ] Gurdial Paras, Harby
assisted her by holding her hand. Shehnaaz looked Sangha, Balwinder Bullet,

grateful to them and kept flashing her smile. The actress  Neha D ayal, Nikita
was seen in a black and silver lehenga. The heavy silver  Grover and Jass Dhillon
jewellery added to the traditicnal appearance. co-star in the film

Sharing the frailer on social media, Shehnaaz wrote, with Shehnaz. The
“HAR IKK KUDI DI KAHAANI! Watch the trailer of movie will be
#lldkKudi—ajourney of love, trust, and finding vourself.  distributed to
From the director of Honsla Ralkh, Kala Shah Kala &  theatres.

Yami Gautam Gives Boss Lady
Vibes In 3-Piece Suit, Promotes

Qubool Song From Film Huq
e

!
{

ollywood diva Yami Gautam was spetted in
Bandra last night after her meeting with Haq
co-star Emraan Hashmi. The actress was seen
interacting with the paps, promoting her upcoming
film, and posing for the shutterbugs before she leftin
her carWhile getting her pictures clicked, Yami
wished the photographers Happy Diwali and
engaged in a playful conversation. She further asked
one of them if he had played Holi, but it iurned out it
was just lighting on his face. She also promoted her
upcoming film Haq and told the paps, “Qubool gaana
lagana chahiye," referring to the newly released track
ofthe film.
Yami Gautam Masters Power Dressing in Three-
Piece Suit
Yami Gautam channelled a boss lady look in a three-
piece black pinstripe suit, which featured a pair of
straight-fit trousers and a matching vest. She further
elevated the suit by adding an elegant blazer on top
and rolled her sleeves up for a relaxed look. To finish
offher look, Yami opted for pointed-toe stiletto heels
in the shade of black and added a pair of sunglasses.
Yami Gautam and Emraan Hashmi Team Up in
Haq
Yami Gautam and Emraan Hashmi are all set to share
the screen together in courtroom drama Hagq.
Directed by Suparn 5. Varma, the film is inspired by
the 1985 Supreme Court judgement in the Mohd.
Ahmed Khan vs. Shah Bano Begum case. The film
follows a woman’s tireless fight for her rights after
her husband abandons her. Alongside Emraan
Hashmi and Yami Gautam, the film stars Sheeba
Chaddha and Vartika Singh in prominent roles. Haq
is all settohit the theatres on November 7.
Yami Gautam’s Career
Yami Gautam started her career in television when she
was 20 years old and was seen in shows like Chand
Ke Paar Chalo and Yeh Pyar Na Hoga Kam, among
others. She made her Bollywood debut in Soojit
Sirecar’s 2012 film Vicky Donor alongside
Ayushmann Khurrana. Since then she has been seen
in various popular films, including Total Siyappa,
Badlapur, Sanam Re, Sarkar 3, Uri: The Surgical
Strike, OMG 2 and Article 370, among others.

Aamir Khan's Daughter Ira And Her
Husband Nupur Shikhare Take
Hilarious Dig At Gen Z

amir Khan’s daughter, Ira Khan, tied the

knot with fitness expert Nupur Shikhare on

January 3, 2024. The star kid recently
shared a hilarious reel with hushand, playfully
poking fun at Gen Z, which left everyone in splits.
The duo reportedly met during the pandemic
when Tra hired Nupur as her fitness trainer. What
began as a workout routine soon blossomed into a
love story, and the couple finally got married in
2024. Ira had made their relationship official on
socialmedia backin 2021.

Ira Khan And Nupur Shikhare’s Hilarious Reel

Ira and Nupur shared a video on Instagram from
their vacation, where Nupur can be seen playfully
talking to a sleepy Ira. The video’s caption read,
“When you think using an emotional angle will
get her out of bed..." Nupur says, “Hey, no, no,
listen, don’tsleep na. .. let’s go kayaking." To this,
Ira replies, “T'm sleepy, vou go"Nupur then adds,
“I don’t want to go alone. What if I fall in the
water? I'm scared.”

Ira then takes a dig at him and says, “Fall and get
up, you're resilient and all na, you’re not Gen Z."
This makes Shikhare speechless.Ira later posted
the video on her story and wrote, “Look at me.
Making fun of my own generation”The
comments section of the post was filled with
laughing emaojis. One user wrote, “Gen 7 ate too
soft." Another user commented, “joke of the
year".

Ira Khan Shared Her Mental Health Update On
Instagram

Ira posted a series of solo pictures on Instagram and
wrote in the caption, “On 13th October, [ had my
last therapy session. After 3 times a week —For 8
years of psychoanalysis...I'm no longer in
therapy."

Ira also revealed that she’s still on medication and
will be for “foresecable future". Tra continued and
shared that she and her therapist believed that
Khan has started living life in a better way.

Ira concluded her post with, “As far as cured
goes... 'min remission from my depression and
with my medication, I should be able to manage
my fiture depressive episodes — and if I can't,
I'll ask for help. This is NOT A THING and not
what it’s called but I like saying it — [
GRADUATED THERAPY ! IPASSED."
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