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Rebuild bridges across
the Ladakh fault

Like most others, I was astonished to see arson, tear
gas and police firing in Leh on September 24. That
this most peaceful of Indian regions should be
pushed to violence, even if only for the most
fleeting of moments, was baffling. The response
of the Ladakh administration and mainstream
media was even more baffling. Over 70 protesters
arrested, noted environmentalist Sonam
Wangchuk charged with threatening national
security, curfew—what was going on?How or
why a peaceful demonstration turned violent will
be probed by a judicial enquiry. However, a
cursory view of the footage suggests a handful of
young men broke away from the demonstration to
set fire to the Leh BJP office and a police vehicle,
and the police fired upon demonstrators, killing
four, including a retired trooper, and injuring 80.
Ladakh’s director-general of police justified the
police firing, saying that if they had not, the entire
city of Leh would have “burned to the ground”.
Since when did setting an office and a vehicle on
fire become burning an entire city? Why were 70-
plus people arrested when the footage showed
only four or five arsonists? How can the non-
violent Wangchuk, who was on hunger strike, be
accused of endangering national security on the
farcical ground of attending a UN conference in
Pakistan at which he praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi?

Indications are that the Union Home Ministry
recognises the disproportionate nature of the
administration’s response, though it has not yet
released Wangchuk or the 30 others who remain
in custody. Calm prevails in Ladakh, the curfew
has been lifted, and a fresh round of talks between
the Union Home Ministry, the Leh Apex Body of
the People’s Movement for the Sixth Schedule
(LAB) and the Kargil Democratic Alliance
(KDA) took place on October 22.Much now
depends on how the talks progress. Ladakhis
originally welcomed the grant of Union Territory
status in 2019, but their jubilation was soon
tempered by experience. In August 2020, Leh’s
elected councillors complained that the
Lieutenant-Governor’s office was taking
unilateral decisions on matters that had been the
prerogative of the hill councils, such as fund
allocation. In September, the Leh council passed a
resolution demanding self-administration either
under Article 371 of the Constitution, which
grants varied autonomies to ten states, including
Nagaland, or under the Sixth Schedule, which
grants autonomous councils the rights to legislate
on land, agriculture, forests, education, public
health, judicial and executive powers, and allows
funding from the consolidated fund of India.
Ladakh’s hill councils, by contrast, lacked
legislative powers.Between 2020 and 2022, two
remarkable alliances coalesced around these
demands—among political parties and civil
society, and amongst Buddhistmajority Leh,
Shia-majority Kargil, and a sizable Sunni
minority. Leh and Kargil had not agreed on joint
demands until this point. In August 2021, the
LAB and the KDA agreed on four demands:
statehood for Ladakh, constitutional safeguards,
under either Article 371 or the Sixth Schedule,
four Lok and Rajya Sabha seats (two Leh, two
Kargil), along with filling vacant administrative
posts, pending since 2019.Talks began with the
Union Home Ministry in 2022. Though some
progress was made—Ladakhis were granted
protection of their land and domicile rights along
with reservation in government
jobs—implementation was slow. In 2023- 2024,
graduate unemployment was 26.8 percent;
government plans for infrastructure development
threatened Ladakh’s fragile ecology. The two core
demands remained deadlocked. It was in this
context that Wangchuk went on hunger strike in
2023 to demand inclusion in the Sixth Schedule;
his hunger strike sparked a non-violent movement
that gathered steam when the Union Home
Ministry stonewalled over five rounds of'talks.

The situation had not seemed so hopeless just over 20

Still in service as the head of the Pakistan Ordnance

Every so often, a tragedy jolts us out of our collective

Durrani, Pakistan’s ‘General Shanti

He tried his best for a peaceful resolution to one of the most difficult conflicts in the world

PEACE-BUILDING has never been for the faint-hearted,

especially not when the two sides are India and Pakistan.

Major Gen Mahmud Ali Durrani (retd) was a soldier of

the Pakistani Army, but he wore his ‘peacenik’ badge with
pride, and the accusation of being ‘pro-India’ with
equanimity.PEACE-BUILDING has never been for the
faint-hearted, especially not when the two sides are India
and Pakistan. Major Gen Mahmud Ali Durrani (retd) was
asoldier of the Pakistani Army, but he wore his ‘peacenik’
badge with pride, and the accusation of being ‘pro-India’
with equanimity.For many years after his retirement from
the army, Durrani lived with the optimism that he could
succeed in convincing military and political leaders, and
even the aam janta of his country that there was no
alternative to building bridges with the “humsaya
dushman”. By the time he died of a heart attack last week
at the age of 84, Durrani had come to terms with a
statement oft-repeated by generations of people on
either side of the border: “Peace won’t come in our
lifetime”.

years earlier, around the turn of the century, when
Durrani first dived into his role as peacemaker on a
‘track two’ channel, even though relations between
the two countries gave no room for such optimism
in those years either. The terrorism in Kashmir, the
tit-for-tat nuclear tests, Kargil, the hijacking of
IC814, the Jaish attack on Parliament, the failed
Agra summit, all took place at the time, giving little
hope that the two countries could normalise.

Factories Board, Durrani was roped in to the track-
two group called BALUSA, put together by the
Indian-born Pakistani-American academic-
diplomat Shirin Tahir-Kheli.It seems astonishing in
2025, when India has staked its relationship with the
US on its unwavering denial of President Donald
Trump’s claimed role as the broker of the Operation
Sindoor ceasefire, that back then, a mid-level State
department official could seek and obtain the
permission of prime ministers Nawaz Sharif and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee to explore normalisation of India-Pak
ties through informal channels.On the Indian side, former
Air Force Chief, Air Chief Marshal SK Kaul (retd), was
the opposite number to Durrani in BALUSA, the name
reportedly derived from two villages in Pakistan's Punjab
province. As this early track-two effort gained traction in
the public space — senior politicians from the BJP and
the Congress, high-profile bureaucrats and journalists
from both countries were participants — the former
soldier, who became a frequent flyer to Delhi, shot to
prominence on both sides of the border. Not least because
he also had the ear of Gen Pervez Musharraf, who became

the military ruler of Pakistan in 1999.

Gen Musharraf would eventually appoint him Ambassador

to the US in 2005. That was when a joint British-
American effort had begun, aimed at building a working
relationship between former Pakistan PM Benazir Bhutto
and Musharraf so that the Western world could ease its
conscience and keep the General in check by forcing him
to accept Bhutto as his regime’s democratic face. When
Bhutto met Durrani at a dinner hosted by a Pakistani in
Washington in 2007 weeks before her departure for
Pakistan, she remarked that he should be serving the
country’s security in a more substantial role. After she
was assassinated later that year in Rawalpindi, and Asif
Ali Zardari became President in 2008, he asked Durrani
to be NSA, apparently “fulfilling a promise that Benazir

which the warmth of the past was replaced with steely
vibes and some official plain-speaking. But Durrani
believed he and his interlocutors in Delhi — India’s NSA
MK Narayanan and Foreign Secretary Shivshankar
Menon— had managed to turn the tide.

He would tell Richard Boucher, then US Assistant Secretary

of State for South and Central Asia, that he was received in
Delhi “as a friend with open arms” and that his meetings
had gone “unusually well”. He would have been
unprepared for the second shock, just weeks after his Delhi
trip. In November 2008, Mumbai was held hostage for
around 60 hours by 10 terrorists from Pakistan. Durrani
was sacked in January 2009 as NSA for telling CNN-IBN
that Ajmal Kasab, the lone terrorist to be caught alive, was
indeed a Pakistani.

had never made”.It was in this capacity that Durrani came Writing in the Dawn newspaper, columnist Ardeshir

face to face with the reality checks of peacemaking with
India. He would have certainly joined the dots between a
civilian government taking charge in Pakistan, and the
increasing frequency of violations by the Pakistani Army
of the 2003 ceasefire. Soon after becoming NSA, he
travelled to India to deliver the RK Mishra Memorial
lecture at the Observer Research Foundation, where he
declared that “my commitment to peace, for the good of
the people of our two countries, is total”.Durrani’s first
real shock as ‘General Shanti’, as he was dubbed in India,
was the bombing of the Indian embassy in Kabul in July
2008 with the ISI’s fingerprints all over it. His visit to
Delhi in October that year may have been his first in

Kurnool bus fire: Oversight asleep at the wheel of safety

Cowasjee said Durrani, like the good cavalry
man he was, had “shot from the hip” and was
being accused of “having ‘tarnished’ the
national image, which is already in need of a
good scrub and buff’. He also wrote that
Zardari had apologised to Durrani for this
treatment. For a country in denial about
26/11, that was Durrani’s last brush with
officialdom. But it did not stop him from
reiterating what he had said then at a seminar
at the Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses (IDSA) in New Delhi in 2017 —
perhaps his last public visit to India— though
he was also quick to add that he was “110 per
cent sure” that the ISI was behind the Mumbai
attacks.For many years, he continued to be
involved in efforts to resuscitate the India-
Pakistan relationship from the lows to which
26/11 had sunk it. In an interview to
Pakistan’s Herald magazine in 2016, he had
said: “As a Pakistani and as a realist,  say it is
in our interest to have stability in our relations
with India because all this tension has kept us
behind the West. If we had spent the same
money and thoughts we spend on India on development,
on improving governance, on improving the justice
system and on improving our political system, we may
have been better off. That is why I joined this bandwagon
of peace.” As bilateral ties continued to deteriorate steadily
over Pak-sponsored terror attacks and India escalated its
responses — from Uri to Pulwama to Pahalgam —
Durrani continued to keep in touch with a few friends in
India, though his voice was heard less publicly. He seemed
to know that his goal had receded. Durrani will go down in
history as a soldier who tried his best for a peaceful
resolution to one of the most difficult conflicts in the
world, and was not afraid to do so.

The Kurnool vehicle—reportedly modified without approval—turned into a death trap, while, the authorities’ response followed the familiar scripta

slumber—but only for a while. The bus accident in
Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh on October 24, in
which 19 people were charred to death, is a grim
reminder of how little changes despite the recurring
horror. The Bengaluru-bound bus from Hyderabad,
owned by a private operator, hit a bike and caught fire.
Within minutes, the bus turned into a fireball—yet

another statistic in India’s endless catalogue of

preventable road disasters.In the last decade, over a

hundred people have died in similar bus accidents |4

across the country—from Maharashtra to Tamil Nadu,
from Rajasthan to Andhra. Days before the Kurnool
tragedy, a similar inferno in Rajasthan claimed 20
lives. Most of these accidents involve private buses,
exposing glaring regulatory lapses and a deep-rooted
nexus between transport authorities and operators. In
Kurnool’s case, the bus had all its ‘valid documents’ on
paper—registered in Daman and Diu, with a fitness
certificate and a tourist permit from Odisha—but that, in
itself, tells a story. The maze of registrations across distant

states, driven by lower fees and laxer scrutiny, allows
operators to bypass local enforcement.

Equally worrying is the reckless tinkering with vehicles.

Automotive industry standards prescribe safety measures
such as multiple exits and structural endurance tests, but
these are routinely ignored. A seater bus becomes a sleeper
overnight. The Kurnool vehicle, too—reportedly

The cough syrup catastrophe

India’s failure to stop the deadly cough syrups reflects a deeper problem—a policy mindset that prioritises industrial growth over

modified without approval—turned into a death
trap. The authorities’ response has followed the
familiar script: arrest the driver, seize the vehicle,
order a probe, promise strict action. The real
question remains unaddressed: who allowed such
vehicles on the road in the first place?

# Telangana and Andhra Pradesh have now proposed
talks with Karnataka to plug cross-border
loopholes. That may help, but what India urgently
needs is a unified, nationwide road transport
code—a level playing field in registration fees,
standardised certification for body builders,
rigorous vehicle fitness tests, and genuine
oversight of driver professionalism, including rest
and work conditions. Speed governors,
surveillance, and digital fitness tagging must become the
norm, not the exception.Unless the chain of responsibility
extends beyond the driver’s seat to the desks of negligent
officials and profiteering operators, nothing will change.
The Kurnool tragedy is not an accident; it is the outcome
of institutional indifference.

reqgulation. To prevent such tragedies, independent funding, stronger inspections and transparent governance are needed

The recent spate of child deaths in India from
contaminated cough syrups starkly exposes a grave
systemic failure in the nation’s pharmaceutical
regulation. In early October 2025, at least twenty-
four children in Madhya Pradesh’s Chhindwara
district died of acute kidney failure after consuming
Coldrif syrup—a medicine prescribed for the
common cold. Three more fatalities in Rajasthan’s
Sikar and Bharatpur districts, linked to another
dextromethorphan-based syrup from Kaysons
Pharma, brought the toll to twenty-seven.

Most victims, all under five, showed symptoms of
diethylene glycol (DEG) poisoning—vomiting,
abdominal pain and inability to urinate. On October
13, the World Health Organization (WHO)
confirmed DEG levels as high as 48.6 percent in
Coldrif batches, exposing a criminal disregard for
human life.In legitimate formulations, safe
solvents such as propylene glycol or glycerin
dissolve active ingredients. Unscrupulous
manufacturers, however, replace these with
cheaper, toxic DEG or ethylene glycol to cut costs.
Once ingested, these chemicals destroy the kidneys
and nervous system, and are often fatal to children.

This tragedy repeats a grim pattern, mocking India’s
image as the ‘pharmacy of the world’. In 2022,
Indian-made syrups contaminated with DEG killed
66 children in The Gambia and eighteen in
Uzbekistan. Similar poisonings in Indonesia and
Cameroon, linked to firms such as Maiden
Pharmaceuticals and Marion Biotech, claimed
hundreds of lives. Under global pressure, India
tightened export scrutiny. Yet, its domestic market
remains a regulatory Wild West where untested

potions circulate freely. The double standard is
unconscionable. Exports are policed, while poor
Indians relying on cheap generics remain
unprotected.India’s top drug regulator, Central
Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO),
has failed its mandate. Tasked with overseeing a
$50 billion industry, it remains consistently
understaffed, underfunded and compromised.
Nationwide inspections began only after the
October deaths. At Tamil Nadu’s Sresan
Pharmaceuticals, investigators found abandoned
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ITR deadline for audit

cases extended fill
December 10. Who benefits
and what next

New Delhi.(Agency)

The government has given major relief to taxpayers
and companies who were racing against the clock to
meet the income tax return (ITR) filing deadline.

The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has
extended the due date for filing ITRs for the
Assessment Year (AY) 2025-26 from October 31 to
December 10, 2025, for all taxpayers whose accounts
require an audit.

WHO BENEFITS FROM THIS EXTENSION

The extension mainly helps companies, partnership
firms, and proprietorships whose accounts need to be
audited before filing their tax returns. These
taxpayers generally face more compliance
requirements compared to individuals or Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs).

WHY THE DEADLINE WAS EXTENDED

Tax professionals and industry bodies had been urging
the government for more time, citing challenges such
as heavy monsoon rains, floods, and disruptions in
several parts of the country. These factors delayed
audit and accounting work for many businesses.The
government had earlier responded by pushing the
audit report filing date from September 30 to October
31. Now, with this new notification, businesses have
been given one more month to complete the process.

Gold, silver rate today: Has
US Fed rate cut impacted
precious metal prices

New Delhi. (Agency)

Gold prices moved higher on Thursday after the US
Federal Reserve announced a 25-basis point rate cut,
a decision that slightly weakened the dollar and lifted
demand for the yellow metal.

Spot gold was up 0.4% at $3,942.97 per ounce.
However, US gold futures for December delivery
slipped 1.1% to $3,955 per ounce, indicating some
profit booking after the recent gains as of 00:50
GMT.The US central bank reduced its benchmark
overnight rate by a quarter of a percentage point for
the second time this year, setting it in a target range of
3.75% to 4.00%. This decision was in line with
market expectations.Fed Chair Jerome Powell said
officials are still divided about the path ahead for
monetary policy and advised markets not to assume
another rate cut will happen at the end of the year. His
comments suggested that future rate moves will
depend on how the economy performs in the coming
months.

LOWER RATES SUPPORT GOLD DEMAND

Gold is often seen as a safe investment during
uncertain times and when interest rates are low.
Since gold does not pay interest, lower rates make it
more attractive compared to fixed-income assets like
bonds.The dollar index slipped 0.2% after touching a
two-week high in the previous session, making gold
cheaper for buyers using other currencies. A weaker
dollar typically supports gold prices as it increases
the metal’s appeal for international investors.

Market attention has now turned to the meeting
between US President Donald Trump and Chinese
President Xi Jinping in South Korea later in the day.
Both leaders are expected to discuss trade issues that
have strained relations between the two countries.US
negotiators have indicated they are seeking to revive
a fragile truce in the trade conflict, but tensions
remain high. Longer-term trade challenges and
policy differences between the two major economies
are likely to continue.Meanwhile, Trump and South
Korean President Lee Jae Myung finalised key parts
of their trade deal during a summit in South Korea.
Trump also sounded optimistic about his meeting
with Xi Jinping, raising hopes for some easing in
global trade tensions.

Adani Energy Solutions Q2
FY26: Profit jumps;
brokerage maintains Buy
rating on share

Kolkata .(Agency)

Adani Energy Solutions Limited (AESL) has declared
superb September quarter (Q2FY26) results. Income
and profit have increased year by year in the second
quarter of the current financial year. The special thing
is that the company's transmission business and smart
meter segment is moving fast. Brokerage firm ICICI
Securities has maintained the BUY rating on shares.

Buy shares of Adani Energy Solutions: ICICI
Securities

Brokerage firm ICICI Securities has retained the BUY
rating on AESL's stock. According to the report, the
company's transmission and smart meter segment
can take the company's earnings to new heights in the
coming years. The firm has fixed the target price of
the share at Rs 1127 based on the Sum-of-the-Parts
(SoTP) valuation.n the last one month, the company's
shares have seen an increase of more than 9 percent.
The stocks’ 52-week high is Rs 1090. Analysts
believe that strong pipelines, frequent project
commissioning and entry into new business will
make AESL a major player in India's power
infrastructure sector.

Adani Energy Solutions Q2 Results

Adani Energy Solutions' income increased by two
percent to Rs 6300 crore in the September quarter of
FY26. The company's EBITDA (operating profit)
jumped by 14% to Rs 1,950 crore, while the adjusted
profit increased by 20 percent to Rs 530 million.The
company's underlying operating income and
EBITDA increased by 8% and 10% respectively,
which was possible due to increased income from
new transmission projects and increased smart meter
installations.However, the long rains in Mumbai and
the sale of the Dahanu plant last year had an impact on
the distribution business.

Adani Energy Solutions transmission business

AESL's transmission network is its strongest pillar. The
company's execution pipeline has now reached Rs
60,000 crore, which is 3.5 times more than last year.
In addition, the company is involved in the bidding
process of about 1 lakh crore rupees.

THE HYPE VERSUS THE

He wrote on LinkedIn, “Are IPOs really

Russian oil taps turned off. What it means for Indian refiners

—
India's cheap Russian oil

phase is fading as sanctions
tighten. Refiners are shifting
to costlier US and Middle
Eastern grades, raising import
costs and likely putting
eventual pressure on fuel

prices.

—
CHENNALI.(Agency)

Indian refiners are entering a more
expensive operating cycle. After nearly
three years of relying on discounted
Russian crude to lower input costs and
maintain fuel price stability, sourcing
patterns are shifting again as US sanctions
tighten on key Russian suppliers.

The recalibration is already affecting

refinery run rates, import bills and
procurement strategies across the sector.

India imports about 86% of the crude it

processes. Since mid-2022, Russia
became the largest supplier, frequently
accounting for nearly one-third of India’s
crude inflows. At its peak, India was
sourcing around 1.75 million barrels per
day from Russia, largely from Rosneft
and Lukoil. The reason was discounts of
$8-$12 per barrel over Middle Eastern
benchmarks, plus flexible payment
arrangements routed through
intermediaries. But those advantages
have narrowed.The latest round of US
sanctions now directly targets the
shipping, insurance and trading networks
that enabled Indian refiners to tap Russian
barrels at scale. Banks have also become
more cautious with settlement channels.

The combined effect has raised transaction

risk and narrowed discounts to the point
where the economics no longer justify
heavy dependence.This shift aligns with
broader market volatility. Rahul Kalantri,
VP Commodities at Mehta Equities, noted
that oil markets are already in a delicate
balance. “Fresh US sanctions on Russian
producers Rosneft and Lukoil have added
uncertainty to global supply chains.
Crude prices are likely to remain

volatile,” he said.The data reflects this
shift. Russian oil’s share in India’s import
basket has slipped to about 34% this fiscal
from roughly 36% in the previous two
years. Meanwhile, import costs are about

$5 per barrel higher than the Dubai-linked
averages. US crude imports into India
rose to approximately 575,000 barrels per
day in October—the highest since
2022—signalling a deliberate pivot.

The operational impact is already visible.

Crude processing in September fell to its
lowest level in nearly 19 months. Public
disclosures cite maintenance shutdowns,
but refiners privately concede that the
flexibility earlier provided by cheaper

Russian blends is diminishing, requiring
tighter planning of run rates and margins.

HOW ARE INDIAN REFINERS

ADJUSTING?

Refiners are adjusting. Reliance Industries

has stopped new purchases tied to
Rosneft and diversified toward spot-
market cargoes. Indian Oil Corporation
has paused new Russian contracts.
Bharat Petroleum and Mangalore
Refinery have increased sourcing from
the US and the Gulf.Nayara
Energy—with Rosneft influence in its
shareholding—faces the most
constraints, with fewer viable substitutes
in the short term.The macroeconomic
implications are not small. Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit Investments,
warned that the price environment could
spill over into broader financial
stability.Crude oil prices surged sharply
following fresh sanctions on Russian oil
majors, sparking tightening supply fears
and renewed inflation concerns. This
could negatively impact India, as elevated
crude prices may widen the fiscal deficit
and strain the import bill,” he said in his
weekly outlook on October 24.

Why India's IPO boom isn't always a sign
of growth. Explains expert

India's IPO market may be buzzing with record fundraising and investor enthusiasm, yet

experts say much of the money raised isn't qoing into new projects or job creation.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Initial Public Offerings (IPOs) have

always created excitement among
Indian investors. Quick profits, listing
gains, and market hype often make
them look like the easiest way to make
money. But CA Abhishek Walia, co-
founder, Zactor Money, says the
reality is quite different, and not as
rosy as it seems.

REALITY

the easiest way to make money in the
stock market?”” a client once asked me
recently."“Let’s be honest,” he says,
“few things excite investors as much as
an IPO. Quick profits. Listing gains.
Market buzz. It looks like the perfect
recipe for wealth creation. But it’s not
always the case.”Walia further wrote,
“Over the last 5 years, Indian IPOs

have raised more than Rs 5 lakh crore.
Arecord. But do you know where most

ofthat money went?

WHERE THE MONEY REALLY

GOES

According to Walia, around Rs 3.3 lakh

crore of the total raised didn’t fund new
projects or factories. Instead, it went
straight to promoters and private equity
investors, who used IPOs as an exit

route.“Of every Rs 100 raised in
IPOs,” he notes, “only Rs 19 was used
for plant and machinery, Rs 19 went
for working capital, and about a third
was used to repay old debt. That’s
it.”So while headlines may celebrate
“record-breaking IPO demand,” the
truth is that a large share of IPO
money simply allows insiders to cash
out, not companies to grow.
THE DATA TELLS A DIFFERENT
STORY
Even the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has pointed this out. Its latest bulletin
mentioned a “tepid investment
outlook™ in project finance, despite a
booming stock market.This gap
between stock market enthusiasm and
actual industrial investment highlights
a deeper problem — IPOs are being
used more as an exit opportunity than a
growth driver.

This Sebi proposal may benefit
your mutual fund investment

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Securities and Exchange Board of

India (Sebi), has proposed a major
change to how mutual fund fees are
charged. The plan aims to make the
system simpler, more transparent, and
cheaper for investors.The proposals
include revising the expense ratio
structure, removing extra charges,
tightening brokerage limits, and
excluding government taxes from the
total expense ratio cap.In its
consultation paper released on
Tuesday, Sebi said the goal is to ensure
that investors benefit more directly
from the growing size of India’s Rs
75.6 lakh crore mutual fund industry.
The regulator has invited public
comments on the proposal until
November 17.

WHAT SEBIPLANS TO CHANGE
At present, mutual fund houses are

allowed to charge investors a range of
fees and expenses under the Total

Expense Ratio (TER), which includes
management fees, distribution costs,
and other charges. Sebi now wants to
simplify this system.Puneet Singhania
at Director of Master Trust Group, said
that Sebi’s recent decision to reduce the
Total Expense Ratio (TER) is a
constructive step toward enhancing
investor value and fostering greater
cost efficiency within the mutual fund
industry."Lower expenses will directly
improve net returns for investors,
reinforcing confidence in mutual fund
products as a long-term wealth
creation avenue," he added.Under the
new proposal, Sebi plans to remove the
additional 5 basis points (bps) that fund
houses were earlier allowed to charge
across schemes. This extra charge was
introduced in 2012 when the exit load
system was modified and was meant to
cover distribution costs. The regulator
has said this was a temporary measure
and is no longer needed.To reduce the

impact of removing this charge, Sebi
has suggested increasing the first two
slabs of the expense ratio structure by 5
bps. This adjustment will allow mutual
fund houses some flexibility while still
lowering overall costs for investors.

Sebi also plans to exclude statutory
levies such as Securities Transaction
Tax (STT), Goods and Services Tax
(GST), Commodity Transaction Tax
(CTT), and stamp duty from the
expense ratio cap. This means that any
changes in government taxes will be
directly passed on to investors instead
ofbeing included in fund expenses.

LOWER BROKERAGE AND
TRANSACTION CHARGES

The regulator has also proposed to
tighten limits on brokerage and
transaction charges that mutual funds
can pass on to investors. Currently,
mutual funds can charge up to 12 bps
for cash transactions and 5 bps for
derivatives trades.

Sensex, Nifty fall despite
US Fed rate cut; all eyes on
Trump-Xi meeting

Mumbai . (Agency)

Benchmark stock market indices opened lower on
Thursday, even as the US Federal Reserve carried
out a widely expected rate cut. Investor sentiment
remained cautious ahead of a scheduled meeting
between US President Donald Trump and
Chinese President Xi Jinping, with markets
closely watching for progress on a potential trade
deal. The S&P BSE Sensex fell 251.52 points to
84,745.61 at 9:23 am, while the NSE Nifty50
slipped 81.55 points to 25,972.35. Broader
markets also edged lower on a combination of
caution and profit booking.L&T, Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles (TMPV), Eternal and
UltraTech Cement were among the top gainers on
the Sensex, while Sun Pharma, Bharti Airtel and
ITC were trading weak.According to Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research) at Mehta Ltd, the
soft opening reflects foreign investor activity. He
said FIIs turned net sellers in the previous session,

while comments from Fed Chair Jerome Powell
dampened expectations of another rate cut in
December.However, he added that Nifty holding
above the 26,000 mark signals underlying
domestic strength ahead of key earnings from
companies like ITC, Cipla, Maruti and Pidilite.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services, said the market’s
attention now shifts to the Trump-Xi meeting. He
noted that a breakthrough could signal the end of
the trade war and boost global sentiment.On the
domestic front, he pointed to the Chief Economic
Adviser’s remark that GDP growth could touch
7% as a positive sentiment driver, supported by
strong consumption and signs of a pick-up in
capex, reflected in L&T’s recent order wins. He
said the overall market structure suggests
potential for a mild rally and possible new highs,
but not a runaway surge.Technically, the Nifty
continues to maintain a sideways-to-bullish bias
as long as it stays above the 25,900-26,000
support zone, according to analysts. Resistance
lies at 26,100-26,200, and a breakout could push
the index toward 26,300-26,400.Bank Nifty has
support at 58,100-58,200 and resistance at
58,600-58,700, with a move above the latter
opening room toward 59,000.

End of big workforces What
Amazon's mass layoff really signals

Amazon's mass layoffs aren't about
cutting costs; they signal a shift in
how work is organised. Al is taking
over tasks, but the real battle is

about how companies value people.
—
New Delhi.(Agency)

Amazon’s latest plan to cut about 14,000

corporate jobs has renewed debate over
whether large workforces are becoming
redundant in an age increasingly shaped
by artificial intelligence (AI) and
automation.The company is not shrinking
its business. It is accelerating investment
in cloud and Al infrastructure, expanding
data centre capacity, and building a USD
10 billion Al-focused campus in North
Carolina.The cuts instead target internal
layers of management and coordination
roles that once formed the backbone of
corporate operations.According to Sonica
Aron, Founder and Managing Partner at
Marching Sheep, the shift is less about

headcount and more about efficiency.

“Corporate efficiency being prioritised over

the size of the workforce is not a new idea.
What has changed is the speed at which it
is happening, driven by the most
transformative wave of technology since
the internet,” she said.She
explained that the roles being
reduced are often the ones built
around repetitive processes and
slow administrative steps.
Automation and Al tools are
rapidly taking over tasks that
previously required teams and
supervisory layers.“When &
Amazon or any large organisation
reduces layers of management and
streamlines corporate processes,
they are primarily restructuring F
and streamlining to reduce roles
with repetitive tasks, bureaucracy, slow,
linear steps that human hands and minds
used to manage,” Aron said.BIG
WORKFORCES AREN'T
DISAPPEARING

But she cautions against assuming that

layoffs indicate a demise of the big
workforces.“Consumption is growing

and changing, and there will always be a
need for more and different products and
services. And there will always be a need
for people to deliver those in
organisations. It is about the right
matching of skills, knowledge,

application and attitude,” she noted.Aron
has worked closely with organisations
undergoing restructuring and cultural
shifts. She argued that layoffs today are
not simply reactions to financial pressure
or advances in Al. They reflect a more
complex recalibration.

“The equation between technology,

productivity and people is changing,” she
said. “Cost, efficiency and agility are
being given more weight than tenure or
continuity. That may make financial
sense, but it can create a vacuum in trust
and psychological safety unless handled
with transparency and empathy.”
REDEFININGROLES
As companies redefine their
operating models, the shape of
work is set to evolve. Aron says the
first shift will be in how roles are
defined. Work will move away
from task-based job descriptions to
roles that are flexible and problem-
solving in nature. “This is not about
doing more with less. It is about
doing things differently, with
purpose,” she said.The second shift
concerns skills. Technical
competence will remain important, but the
skills that determine success in modern
workplaces are increasingly human-
oriented. Aron called these “survival
skills” rather than soft skills. Emotional
intelligence, adaptability, and the ability
to collaborate across diverse teams will
determine who thrives.
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Top court clears railway ticket checker
37 years after Rs 50 bribery charge

Nearly 37 years after
being accused of
taking bribes, a
Railway TTE has been
cleared by the
Supreme Court, which
ruled the charges
unproven and ordered
pension benefits for
his family.

months.

A bench of Justice Sanjay Karol and Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra observed that the
Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) had
rightly interfered with the dismissal order. The
courtheld that the High Court failed to consider
that the findings of the Enquiry Officer were
perverse and based on misleading materials.

“The CAT was fully justified in setting aside the
order of penalty,” the bench said, adding that all
the charges were not conclusively proved

Agency New Delhi.
Nearly 37 years after a Railway Travelling

Ticket Examiner (TTE) was accused of

demanding bribes from passengers, the ¥
Supreme Court has exonerated him,
ruling that the charges were not ..
conclusively proven.The apex court
noted that the incident dated back to May
31, 1988, and that the employee had
passed away during the long course of
proceedings. Setting aside his dismissal,
the court directed that all consequential |
monetary and pensionary benefits be
released to his legal heirs within three

passengers for allotting berths, the court noted
that one passenger was never examined, while
the other two did not support the charges.The
Supreme Court set aside the Bombay High
Court’s 2017 judgment, which had reversed the
CAT’s 2002 order that quashed the TTE’s
dismissal and directed his reinstatement.

The appellant was serving as a Travelling Ticket
Examiner in the Central Railway, Nagpur,
when a Railway vigilance team conducted a

surprise check onMay 31, 1988. He was
accused of demanding illegal
gratification from three passengers and
found in possession of excess cash of Rs
1,254, He was also charged with forging
aduty card pass by extending its validity
without authorization.

€8 Based on the vigilance report, a charge

against the employee Regarding the allegation
that the TTE had demanded Rs 50 from three

sheet was issued against him in 1989
under the Railway Services (Conduct)
Rules. The departmental enquiry found
the charges proved, and in 1996, the
Disciplinary Authority dismissed him
from service.The CAT in 2002 quashed

his dismissal and ordered his reinstatement
with all consequential benefits. The Railways
challenged this before the Bombay High Court.
During the pendency of the case, the appellant
passed away, and his legal heirs were brought
on record.In 2017, the High Court set aside the
CAT’s order, holding that the charges were
supported by evidence. The Supreme Court has
now overturned that decision, finally clearing
the deceased TTE’s name after nearly four
decades.

" . s ¢ |
Delhi wetlands shrink by 9 per | R€Gime-change operation: Delhi Police’s
explosive charge in 2020 riots case

cent in 30 years, 97 per cent
loss in south Delhi: DU study

Agency New Delhi.
Delhi’s once-thriving wetlands are fast disappearing. A

new study by Delhi University along with private
firms including HCLTech, and Terna Global Business
School shows that the capital has lost nearly nine per
cent of these crucial ecosystems over the last three
decades- a decline driven largely by relentless
construction and surging population growth.

Some districts, including South Delhi, have seen a drop
of almost 97 per cent in their wetland area, the study
also found. Published in the journal Research in
Ecology in June 2025, the study examined satellite
data from 1991, 2001, 2011 and 2021 to track how
water bodies have changed over time.Researchers
including a Delhi University student named Grinedge
Yadav from the department of continuing education
said the total wetland area in the national capital fell by
around nine per cent from 32.9 square kilometres in
200010 30.2 sqkmin 2022,

During the same period, the city’s built-up area grew
from 485.6 sq km to 825.6 sq km, an increase of more
than 70 per cent. The study said the expansion of
residential colonies, roads and industries had led to the
steady loss of natural water systems. Wetlands, which
once helped recharge groundwater and store
rainwater, are now being reclaimed or polluted.East
Delhi also recorded a major fall, from 0.39 per cent to
0.016 per cent, while North Delhi dropped from .27
pet cent to (.00 1 percent.

Meanwhile, Central Delhi managed to retain most of its
water bodies, falling only slightly from 3.72 per cent
to 3.26 per cent, helped by its proximity to the Yamuna
River and government-protected zones. North East
Delhi also maintained better coverage due to its
floodplaing and conservation work, it said.

Staff take Delhi govt to Central
Administrative Tribunal against
shut down order of 121 mohalla
clinics

Agency New Delhi.

The abrupt decision to shut down 121 mohalla clinics
across the capital has been challenged by the Mohalla
Clinic Staff Union, which claimed that Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta-led government violated a Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT) order that had stayed
any termination of mohalla clinic stafftill March 2026.

The staff union said a miscellaneous application has
been submitted to a CAT’s bench that was hearing the
case of 31 mohalla clinics shut by the Delhi
government in August, this year.

“When the CAT has already given a relief to Mohalla
Clinics employees from termination till March 2036,
the decision to terminate 500 more employees by
shutting 121 clinics further is a violation of the
Tribunal’s order,” said Jitender Kumar, president ofthe
Mohalla Clinic StaffUnion.

According to the Mohalla Clinic Staff Union, the move
has left hundreds of contractual doctors, pharmacists,
and assistants jobless overnight. The employees
claimed that they were promised job security and
assured of being absorbed mio the newly rebranded
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, butno such step was taken
before the closures began.

“We were assured by Chief Minister Relcha Gupta during
the Janata Darbar held on October 16 that all existing
Mohalla Clinic staft would be adjusted in Ayushman
ArogyaMandirs. However, the government has started
shutting down more clinics without providing jobs to
existing employees,” said Kumar. Kumar also alleged
that the administration was coercing employees (o
hand over clinic inventories despite the CAT’s interim
order.

“No assurance has been given regarding absorption and
we are being branded as AAP workers for simply
demanding our rights. The staff are being threatened to
surrender clinic materials by CDMO and state
programme officers,” he said.The government has
decided to shut down 121 mohalla clinics running in
portal cabins.The health department is yet to issue an
official clarification on the matter.

Agency New Delhi.

The Delhi Police has prepared an

affidavit to be filed in the Supreme
Court opposing bail for Umar
Khalid, Sharjeel Imam, Meeran
Haider, Gulfisha Fatima and
others accused in the 2020 Delhi

\‘,\ L4

riots conspiracy case. The police 5 (o, 2

claim the violence was part of a T S8
planned “regime-change {»M' s
operation.” | 54

According to the police, the riots |

were not spontaneous. In the
affidavit, the police have said

that it was a carefully planned E .4;'%

effort to disturb peace in the
country and harm India’s image
globally. This development comes after
the Delhi High Court denied bail to
Khalid and others in the UAPA case
related to the 2020 violence.

The police said they have collected

witness statements, documents, and
technical evidence linking the accused

to a “deep-rooted conspiracy
engineered on communal lines.”
The police maintain that the unrest was

&

during his first term in office, in a bid to
aftract international attention and
portray the country negatively.The
CAA issue was “carefully chosen
o serve as a radicalising catalyst
camouflaged as peaceful protest,”
the police said.
DELIBERATE DELAY
| The Delhi Police have accused the
\, petitioners, including Umar
Khalid, Sharjeel Imam, Meeran
Haider, and Gulfisha Fatima, of
systematically delaying ftrial
proceedings through what it calls
“frivolous applications” and
“coordinated non-cooperation.”

“designed to strike at the sovereignty According to the affidavit, the accused

and integrity of India™ by weaponising
dissent against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA).

NOTSPONTANEOUSPROTEST

The Delhi Police said that the violence
was timed to coincide with US
President Donald Trump’s visit to India

engaged in a “brazen abuse of process™
to prevent the lower court from
framing charges and commencing trial.
The police will argue that the delay in
proceedings was attributable to the
accused themselves, not to
mvestigative agencies.

'Investigation ltself Suspicious': In Satara
Doctor Suicide Case, Brother's Red Flag

Agency New Delhi.
The family of the Maharashtra doctor

who died by suicide last week —after
accusing a policeman of raping her
four times in five months and a MP of
harassing her to issue fake medical
fitness certificates — has raised
concerns over the recorded time of
death.The correct time of death —
11.50 am according to her brother —
was "deliberately not recorded”, he
said. Instead, she was recorded as
having died a full 12 hours later, at
11.50 pm, he said.Pointing out the
contradiction in having the police
investigate a cop accused of such a
serious crime, he also called for a
special team be set up under the control
of a High Court judge."The
investigation itself is suspicious... the
police officers themselves are the
accused in this case. Therefore a SIT,

-

(i.e., a Special Investigation Team)} is
necessary,” the brother
reasoned."When we went fo Satara
(where the young doctor died), the
investigating officer, Deputy
Superintendent Vishal Khambe,
showed us the autopsy report. When [
saw it, it only mentioned 'asphyxia
(i.e., a condition in which the body is
deprived of oxygen dueto hanging."
"But that is immediately clear on seeing

|
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thebody,” he said, "The main reason
for a forensic expert performing the
autopsy is to determine time of
death. We requested this.”

However, the brother said, that detail
was missing in the initial report
shown to the family. "... the report
didn't mention it at the time. I asked
about it and they said 'we will tell
you in two days".""... it took six days
for this report to arrive. And even
then why were you only able to tell

us what we already knew (i.e., the

doctor died of asphyxia)? And why
isn't time of death menticned?"The
doctor's family has also claimed that
someone unlocked her mobile phone
after her death to delete vital
information. They also claimed her

WhatsApp account was listed as

'active’ even after her death, leading to

suspicion that someone.

Union minister Kiren Rijiju hails
Urdu as ‘most beautiful language’,

lauds Jamia for inclusivity

Agency New Delhi.
Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju on

Wednesday described Urdu as “the most
beautiful language in the world™ and stressed
that harmony between Hindus and Muslims is
vital for the nation’s progress and unity.

Speaking at the 105th Foundation Day
celebrations of Jamia Millia Islamia, the minister
lauded the university for embodying India’s
composite culture, democratic spirit, and
inclusive values.“The university’s motto song
beautifully reflects the values of our nation. I
would like to remind you that Mahatma Gandhi
and great luminaries such as Sarojini Naidu
supported this umiversity when it was being
established,” he said.

Rijiju praised the implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) at Jamia and said he was
“highly impressed” with the university’s
academic record and its commitment to national
rethinking.

Emphasising the importance of open debate in a
democracy, he remarked that though discussions
in Parliament can often be heated, they remain
essential to India’s vibrant democracy. “In our
democracy, people express their views
aggressively, which sometimes creates
polarization. But that is not necessarily bad as
long as it does not harm the country,” he said.

As Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Rijiju said that
even though managing disruptions in Parliament
can be difficult, the passage of crucial legislation
ultimately reflects the strength of India’s
democratic institutions.He also highlighted
India’s constitutional strength and diversity,
asserting that the Constitution ensures safety and
unity by addressing every aspect of national life.

Ex-Top Court Judge Takes
Swipe At PM's Adviser Over
Viksit Bharat Remark

Agency New Delhi.
Every citizen has the right to offer constructive

criticism of the judiciary but must establish that
orders passed by courts have interfered with
development work and are in violation of the
Constitution, former Supreme Court judge
Justice Abhay S Oka has said. His remarks came
days after Prime Minister's Economic Advisory
Council member Sanjeev Sanyal courted
controversy through his statement that the
judiciary is the "single biggest hurdle" to India
becoming a developed nation.

"This learned man should have given instances of
those judicial orders which, according to him,
obstructed and hindered the Viksit Bharat,"
Justice Oka said, in an apparent reference to
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Sanyal.

"He should have given particulars of those orders.
If he had, his criticism would have become
constructive criticism, which would be most
welcome. Every citizen of India has the right to
offer constructive criticism of the judiciary and
orders of the judiciary. And at any cost, we must
support that right," he added.

He was speaking at the Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) lecture series on the topic
'Clean Air, Climate Justice, and We - Together
for a Sustainable Future' on Wednesday.

Justice Oka said one can criticise judicial orders,
"provided somebody establishes that these are
the orders which violated the constitution and
did not allow development work within the
framework of the Constitution.”

Major surge in pollution levels in Delhi
as cloud seeding goes up in smoke

Delhi AQI: Delhi's air quality hovered around the 'very poor' and 'severe’ categories on Thursday as cloud seeding trials came a cropper. The capital's

Agency New Delhi.

Delhi woke up to a blanket of thick smog
on Thursday, with the city's ait quality
deteriorating sharply overnight,

plunging into the 'very poot' category,

the much-hyped cloud seeding
experiment to spur artificial rain
flopped.According to the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) data,
the capital's overall Air Quality Index
(AQI) stood at 352, an 80-point spike

compared to Tuesday's AQlaverage.

The satellite cities of Noida, Ghaziabad
and Gurgaon also saw air quality dip to
the 'very pootr' category. However, the
weather department has predicted light
rainfall across Noida, Dadri, Greater

overall Air Quality Index (AQ]) stood at 352.

monitoring stations across the national
capital recorded air quality in the 'very
poor' range, with key pockets seeing the
AQI dip to the 'severe’ category.Among
as  the worst-affected areas were

Vivek Vihar (AQI 415) and
Anand Vihar (AQI 409) - both
falling in the "severe' category.
Wazirpur also recorded
alarming pollution levels with
an AQL of 394,

An AQI between (¢ and 50 is
considered 'good, 31 to 100
'satisfactory’, 101 to 200
'‘moderate’, 201 to 300 poot’,
301 to 400 'very poor', and 401
to 500 'severe'.

Noida, Faridabad and parts of Haryana CLOUD SEEDING COMES A

later in the day.
DELHIAIR QUALITY DIPS

Data showed that 32 out of the 38

CROPPER

The drop in air quality saw hazy skies and
reduced visibility in several parts of the

attempt to wash away the pollutants.
However, the attempt - the first in Delhi in
over five decades - was not successful as

city, two days after the Delhi
government, in collaboration with TIT
Kanpur, carried out two rounds of cloud
seeding trials to spur artificial rain in an

not a gingle drop of rain fell. The IIT

Kanpur team said that a lack of moisture

in the air prevented the experiment from

succeeding.On Tuesday, when the trials
were conducted, the moisture
content in the clouds was around
10-15%. A minimum of 50-60%
humidity is needed for cloud
seeding to work.

With Delhi's AQI hovering
between 300 and 400, which is
nearly 20 times the acceptable
limit, over the past two weeks,

| the authorities have already

| implemented GRAP II

o measures, which include,

among other things, curbs on

construction activities.Non-BS-

VI compliant commercial vehicles have

also been banned from entering Delhi
from November 1.
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Young Americans Hesitate To
Have Children Over Climate
Change Fears: Study

World . (Agency)

Amanda Porretto isn't sure she'll ever have children. At
27, she is the average age of new mothers in the
United States, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. She's feeling the pressure as
an only child. Her father wants to be a grandfather and
her mother, before she died, always told Porretto that
she would eventually want to be a mom.

"Some people think it's a bad thing" not to have a child,
said Porretto, who works in advertising. "I just don't
think I need to bring more people into (the world)
when there's so much here currently that we need to
fix."Younger generations of Americans are
increasingly citing climate change as making them
reticent to have children, according to several studies.
They are worried about bringing children into a world
with increasing and more intense extreme weather
events, a result of climate change, which is caused by
the release of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide
when oil, gas coal are burned. And they are concerned
about the impact their offspring will have on the
planet.Ina 2024 Lancet study of people 16 to 25 years
old, the majority of respondents were "very" or
"extremely" worried about climate change. The study
also found that 52% said they were hesitant to have
children because of climate change. Adults under 50
years old without children were four times more
likely than adults over 50 without children to say that
climate plays a factor in their decision, according to a
Pew Research Center report published last year. And
a study published this year in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences found more than half
of respondents said "yes" or "maybe" to whether
climate change made them question having children.

Parenthood and climate change are related not just
because of fears for a child's well-being, but also by
concern for the planet's well-being.

Sudan's paramilitary forces
killed hundreds at a hospital
in Darfur, residents and aid
workers say

CAIRO.(Agency)

Sudan's paramilitary forces killed hundreds of people
at a hospital, including patients, after they seized the
provincial capital of North Darfur over the weekend,
according to the UN, displaced residents and aid
workers, who described harrowing details of the
atrocities.The 460 patients and their companions
were reportedly killed Tuesday at Saudi Hospital by
fighters from the Rapid Support Forces in the city of
el-Fasher, said Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the
director-general of the World Health Organization.

As part of their assault on el-Fasher, RSF fighters also
went from house to house, beating and shooting at
people, including women and children, witnesses
told The Associated Press. Many died of gunshot
wounds in the streets, some while trying to flee to
safety, witnesses said.Two years of fighting for
control of Sudan has killed over 40,000 people — a
figure rights groups consider a significant
undercount — and has created the world’s worst
humanitarian crisis with over 14 million displaced.

The capture of el-Fasher by the powerful Arab-led
force raises fears that Africa’s third-largest nation
may split again, nearly 15 years after oil-rich South
Sudan gained independence following years of civil
war.Sudanese residents and aid workers revealed
harrowing details of atrocities by the RSF after it
seized the army’s last stronghold in Darfur following
more than 500 days of siege.Fighters from the RSF
“cold-bloodedly killed everyone they found inside
the Saudi Hospital, including patients, their
companions, and anyone else present in the wards,”
according to the Sudan Doctors Network, a medical
group tracking the war.

Two Suspects Admit
Involvement In $102 Million
Louvre Jewel Heist

world .(Agency) :

Two suspects in the Louvre jewel heist on Wednesday
were handed preliminary charges of criminal
conspiracy and theft committed by an organised gang,
according to the Paris prosecutor's office. The
prosecutor said they admitted their involvement.

Prosecutor Laure Beccuau told a news conference that
the two are believed to be the men who forced their
way into the world's most visited museum October
19, and that at least two other accomplices are at large.
The jewels remain missing.The two were given
preliminary charges and ordered held in custody
pending further investigation, the prosecutor's office
said in a statement.They have "partially" admitted
their participation in the robbery, Beccuau said. She
declined to provide details about the suspects'
statements to investigators because she said
accomplices may listen.It took thieves less than eight
minutes to steal the jewels valued at 88 million euros
($102 million) on October 19, shocking the world.
The robbers forced open a window, cut into cases
with power tools and fled with eight pieces of the
French crown jewels.The two men arrested on
Saturday night "are suspected of being the ones who
broke into the Apollo Gallery to steal the jewels,"
Beccuau said.One is a 34-year-old Algerian national
who has been living in France since 2010, Beccuau
said. He was arrested at Charles de Gaulle airport as
he was about to fly to Algeria with no return ticket.
He was living in a suburb north of Paris,
Aubervilliers, and was known to police mostly for
road traffic offenses. His DNA was found on one of
the scooters used by robbers to leave the scene, she
said.The other suspect, 39, was arrested at his home
inAubervilliers. "There is no evidence to suggest that
he was about to leave the country," Beccuau said. The
man was known to police for several thefts, and his
DNA was found on one of the glass cases where the
jewels were displayed and on items the thieves left
behind, she added.

As Russia advances on Kupiansk,
Ukrainians fear second occupation

Russian soldiers dressed in civilian

clothes have been infiltrating its
streets in attacks from the north,
Ukraine's military has conceded.
Moscow claims to have the city
encircled.

old municipal worker who AFP met at a
displacement centre -- fear what could
happen if Russia captures the city again.As
in most places they seized, Moscow's
forces hunted and then tortured dozens of

civilians suspected of SUPPOItING  grroopesae

Kyiv, according to testimonies
collected by rights groups and
Ukrainian authorities.They were
looking for those who foughtin2014, §
they were looking very hard," said §

BORIVSKE, UKRAINE . (Agency)
Devastated by years of Russian attacks, the
nine-storey buildings that dot the skyline of
Kupiansk in northeast Ukraine now "stand
like black candles", local Vitaly Bardas
recalled.Captured by Russia on the first
day of its 2022 invasion, then retaken by
Ukraine in a stunning counter-offensive
months later, the logistics hub is once again
in Moscow's crosshairs.Russian soldiers
dressed in civilian clothes have been
infiltrating its streets in attacks from the
north, Ukraine's military has conceded.
Moscow claims to have the city
encircled.Locals like Bardas -- a 50-year

Bardas, who stayed in the city
through the seven-month Russian
occupation."They beat them severely.
I heard this, I know this. Because I
had a couple of friends there. I don't
even want to think about it," he said
with evident fear in his eyes.Ukraine
recaptured Kupiansk in a counter-

estimated 760 civilians staying in the ruins
of the city.He lived there his whole life, but
struggled to recall how it was before the
Russian invasion."After these three years,
it's hard to remember. Mostly, only the bad

things come to mind now."

Vitaly's neighbour drove him through
fields -- safer than the roads, where drones
lay in ambush to chase and explode into
cars.With no mobile connection to the city,

Vitaly has not heard from the neighbour
since he was dropped off.

'Dirty Russian'

Not far from Kupiansk, Vadim, a
soldier, felt uneasy as he prepared to
cross the kill zone to resupply
troops at the front.

His hands shaking, he said he took
each mission "as if it were the last".
The city holds both strategic and

symbolic importance to
Moscow."Kupiansk will become a
logistics hub for them if they
capture it," said Ukrainian drone
commander Dandy."It is also a political

Kyiv's Western backers.

lostagain," Bardas said, dejected.

offensive in autumn 2022, embarrassing
the Kremlin and winning plaudits from

But, three years later, Russia's forces are at its
gates once more."I didn't think it would be

Until early October, he was among an

Google's Alphabet Reports First-Ever
$100 Billion Quarterly Revenue Due To Al

United States. (Agency)

Google parent Alphabet reported its

first-ever $100 billion quarterly
revenue on Wednesday, powered by
strong growth across its core search
business and rapidly expanding cloud
division that was buoyed by artificial
intelligence.The tech giant's revenues
jumped 16 percent year-on-year to
$102.3 billion in the third quarter,
beating analyst expectations and
marking a milestone for the company
founded by Larry Page and Sergey
Brin in 1998."Alphabet had a terrific
quarter, with double-digit growth
across every major part of our
business," said CEO Sundar Pichai in
a statement.Net income surged 33
percent to $35 billion, with the
company pointing to its ability to
capitalize on the artificial intelligence
boom that is reshaping the tech
landscape.READ: Google Says

Claims About Gmail Security Breach
Impacting Millions Of Users
"False"Google's core search and
advertising business remained the
primary revenue driver, generating
$56.6 billion, up from $49.4 billion a
year earlier.YouTube advertising
revenues also grew strongly to $10.3
billion from $8.9 billion.But it was
Google Cloud that stole the spotlight,
with revenues soaring 34 percent to
$15.2 billion.

The cloud division, which competes
with Amazon Web Services and
Microsoft Azure, has become a key
growth engine for Alphabet.The
company's ambitious approach to
offering Al "is delivering strong
momentum and we're shipping at
speed," Pichai said, highlighting the
global rollout of Al features in Google
Search and the company's Gemini Al
models.The company said its Gemini

App now boasts over 650 million
monthly active users and that a
growing amount of users were using
the company's Al Mode for search
queries.However, the results were
partially overshadowed by a $3.5
billion fine imposed by the European
Commission in September for
competition law violations in its ad
tech business.

Excluding this penalty, operating

income would have increased 22
percent instead of the reported nine
percent, the company said.The strong
performance comes as Alphabet
ramps up capital spending to meet
surging demand for Al
infrastructure. The company now
expects 2025 capital expenditures of
between $91-$93 billion, reflecting
massive investments in data centers
and computing power to fulfill its Al
ambitions.

Hurricane Melissa Made 4 Times More
Likely Due To Climate Change: Study

United States.(Agency)

Hurricane Melissa, which struck

Jamaica as one of the most powerful
storms ever recorded, was made four
times more likely because of human-
caused climate change, a rapid analysis
said Wednesday. Warming caused
mainly by burning fossil fuels
increased both the likelihood and
intensity of the devastating Category 5
hurricane, the study by scientists at
Imperial College London found.

"Jamaica had plenty of time and

experience to prepare for this storm,
but there are limits to how countries
can prepare and adapt," said Ralf
Toumi, director of Imperial College's
Grantham Institute, whic was
responsible for the paper.READ:
Influencer Faces Backlash For
Vacationing In Jamaica During
Devastating Hurricane
Melissa"Adaptation to climate change
is vital but it is not a sufficient response
to global warming. The emission of
greenhouse gases also has to
stop."Using a peer-reviewed model
that maps out millions of theoretical
storm paths under different climate
conditions, the team found that in a

cooler world, a Melissa-type hurricane
would make landfall in Jamaica
around every 8,100 years, but that
figure has now gone down to every
1,700 years.The world has so far

warmed by roughly 1.3C (2.3F)
compared to the pre-industrial era --
dangerously close to the 1.5C limit
scientists say the planet must avoid to
keep the most destructive effects of
climate destabilization at bay.

Even if such an extreme storm somehow

still occurred without global warming,
it would have been a bit weaker, the
analysis found -- with current warming
of 1.3C increasing wind speeds by 19
kilometers (12 miles) per hour, or
seven percent. In a world that is 2C

hotter, wind speed would rise to 26
kph.Melissa lashed the Caribbean
island with as much as 76 centimeters
(30 inches) of rainfall and sustained
winds reaching 295 kph (185 mph).
"Man-made climate change clearly
made Hurricane Melissa stronger
and more destructive," said Toumi.
"These storms will become even
more devastating in the future if we
continue overheating the planet by
burning fossil fuels."That being said,
the destruction of the island was so
complete that more intense
conditions would have likely only
created limited additional damage,
the analysis said.AD: Hurricane
Melissa, Jamaica's Strongest Storm In
174 Years, Makes LandfallThe
researchers ould not, however,
examine the impact of climate change
on rainfall, because the US
government shutdown prevented them
from accessing the relevant satellite
data.Preliminary analysis by Enki
Research has placed direct damage to
infrastructure at around $7.7 Billion,
or around 40 percent of GDP, which
the group said "will take at least a
decade to recover from."

Facing Russia's approaching army and with
an onslaught of new deadly tethered drones
-- hard to detect and impossible to jam as
they run on fibre-optic cables -- he packed
his bags and left.The devices have
transformed the front into a 15-kilometre
(nine-mile) deep "kill zone."To escape,

target because it has already been occupied.
They now need to show some kind of
victory," he added.In a Ukrainian
command centre behind the fighting, large
screens relay footage from a dozen drones
buzzing over the city, razed to little more
than a pile of smoking ruins.

permit extensions for certain

The United States Department of Homeland Security

The change, issued as an interim final rule through the

According to DHS, the move is intended to tighten

USCIS Director Joseph Edlow said the change restores

“It’s a commonsense measure to ensure appropriate

An Employment Authorization Document (EAD) —

US ends automatic work

immigrants: What does it
mean for Indians

World. (Agency)

(DHS) has ended the automatic extension of
Employment Authorisation Documents (EADs) for
immigrants who file renewal applications, effective
for submissions made on or after October 30, 2025.

US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS),
marks a shift from the earlier policy that automatically
granted 180-day extensions while renewal requests
were pending. The new rule will impact non-citizens
whose EADs are based on categories such as asylum
status, adjustment of status, or dependents of H-1B (H-
4) or L-1 (L-2) visa holders — provided those
categories were previously eligible for automatic
extensions. This could particularly affect Indian
dependents of H-1B or L-1 visa holders, many of
whom rely on EADs to maintain their employment.

background screening and vetting before employment
authorisations are renewed.“With this rule, DHS
prioritizes the proper screening and vetting of aliens
before extending the validity of their employment
authorizations,” the department said in an official
statement.Ending automatic extensions of EADs
results in more frequent vetting of aliens who apply for
employment authorization to work in the United States,
the DHS added. The department has advised applicants
to file renewal applications up to 180 days before their
current EAD expires to avoid lapses in work
authorisation, warning that delays could result in
temporary job interruptions. However, EADs that
were automatically extended before 30 October 30,
2025 will remain valid until their extended expiration
date.USCIS has urged timely renewals to prevent
disruptions as the new vetting process takes effect.

focus on security.“USCIS is placing a renewed
emphasis on robust alien screening and vetting,
eliminating policies the former administration
implemented that prioritized aliens’ convenience
ahead of Americans’ safety and security,” Edlow said.

vetting and screening has been completed before an
alien’s employment authorization or documentation is
extended. All aliens must remember that working in
the United States is a privilege, not a right,” Edlow
added.There are limited exceptions to the new rule,
including extensions provided by law or through a
Federal Register notice for Temporary Protected
Status (TPS)-related employment
documentation. What is an EAD and who needs it?

often called a work permit—is a card issued by the US
government (Form 1-766) that grants non-citizens
temporary permission to work in the country.

Trump meets tough negotiator Xiin South
Korea amid US-China trade tensions

world . (Agency)

Chinese President Xi Jinping on Thursday In the days leading up to the meeting, U.S.
told US counterpart Donald Trump that
while the two countries did not always see
eye to eye, they should strive to be
"partners and friends"."China and the US
can jointly shoulder our responsibility as
major countries and work together to
accomplish more great and concrete things
for the good of our two countries and the
whole world," Xi said as talks kicked off in
South Korea's Busan.Calling Xi a “tough
negotiator,” Trump said he expected a
“very successful meeting” with the
Chinese leader, adding that they would
have a “fantastic relationship for a long
time.”The meeting is a high-stakes effort to
stabilise relations between the world’s two
largest economies after months of
escalating trade tensions. Trump’s renewed
tariff offensive since returning to the White
House for a second term — and Beijing’s
retaliatory curbs on rare earth exports —
have lent the meeting fresh urgency. Both
sides recognise that a prolonged standoff
could imperil the global economy and hurt

their own growth prospects.

officials have signaled that Trump does not
intend to make good on a recent threat to
impose an additional 100% import tax on
Chinese goods — and China has shown
signs it is willing to relax its export controls
on rare earths and also buy soybeans from
America. Trump went further aboard Air
Force One on his way to South Korea,
telling reporters he may reduce tariffs that
he placed on China earlier this year related
to its role in making fentanyl."T expect to be
lowering that because I believe that they're
going to help us with the fentanyl
situation," Trump said, later adding, "The
relationship with China is very good."

The meeting will begin at 11 a.m. in Busan,
South Korea, about 76 km south of
Gyeongju, the main venue of the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation summit.At
a dinner with fellow APEC leaders on
Wednesday night, Trump was overheard
saying that his meeting with Xi would last
“three, four hours,” after which he planned
to return to Washington.Officials from both

countries met earlier this week in Kuala
Lumpur to lay the groundwork for their
leaders. Afterward, China's top trade
negotiator Li Chenggang said they had
reached a "preliminary consensus," a
statement affirmed by U.S. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent who said there was
"avery successful framework."
Expectations of easing U.S.-China tensions
have reassured investors and businesses,
boosting U.S. markets on hopes the talks
will lead to a new trade deal framework.
"The proposed deal on the table fits the
pattern we've seen all year: short-term
stabilization dressed up as strategic
progress," said Craig Singleton, senior
director of the China program at the

Foundation for Defense of Democracies.
"Both sides are managing volatility,
calibrating just enough cooperation to
avert crisis while the deeper rivalry
endures."The U.S. and China have each
shown they believe they have levers to
pressure the other, and the past year has
demonstrated that tentative steps forward
can be short-lived.For Trump, that
pressure comes from tariffs.Right now,
China had faced new tariffs this year
totaling 30%, of which 20% has been tied to
its role in fentanyl production. But the tariff
rates have been volatile. In April, he
announced plans to jack the rate on Chinese
goods to 145%, only to abandon those plans
as markets recoiled.Xi has his own
chokehold on the world economy because
China is the top producer and processor of
the rare earth minerals needed to make
fighter jets, robots, electric vehicles and
other high-tech products.China had
tightened export restrictions on Oct. 9,
repeating a cycle in which each nation
jockeys for an edge only to back down after
more trade talks.
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Rishabh Pant wears Virat
Kohli's No. 18 jersey on return
to competitive action

New Delhi. (Agency)

India wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh Pant made a
highly anticipated return to competitive
cricket on Thursday, marking the end of a
three-month injury layoff. Pant took the field
for India A in the first four-day match against
South Africa A at Bengaluru's Centre of
Excellence, where his appearance drew
immediate attention, not just for his
comeback but for the jersey he was seen
wearing.Pant, who captained the India A side,
was spotted wearing Virat Kohli's iconic No.
18 jersey, a number that has been
synonymous with the former India captain
throughout his glittering international career.
The sight of Pant in the same number sparked
lively discussion on social media, with fans
speculating whether the wicketkeeper-batter
had switched from his usual No. 17.The 28-
year-old's appearance marked an important
step in his recovery after suffering a foot
injury during the fourth Test against England
in late July. The setback forced him to miss
the Asia Cup and the home Test series against
the West Indies, but the two-match series
against South Africa A has provided the
perfect opportunity to regain rhythm and
confidence ahead of India's Test series

against world champions South Africa next
month.Pant has been training extensively at
the CoE over the past few weeks, focusing on
both his batting and wicketkeeping in
rigorous sessions under the supervision of the
National Cricket Academy coaches.
Expected to replace Dhruv Jurel in the senior
squad, Pant's return is being viewed as a key
boost for India's red-ball plans.The No. 18
jersey, however, became the talking point of
the day. Since Virat Kohli retired from Test
cricket in May, fans have regarded the
number as a symbol of his legacy. Many even
urged the BCCI to retire Kohli's number, as it
had done for Sachin Tendulkar's No. 10 and
MS Dhoni's No. 7, but the board has yet to
take such a step.

Storm Alert: How India
can clip Alyssa Healy's
wings in the semis

New Delhi. (Agency)

Alyssa Healy doesn’t recognise the word
nerves. If anything, she’s made a career out
of transferring that feeling to her opponents
- unsettling dugouts, dictating tempo, and
turning matches into her personal stage.

At the Women’s World Cup 2025, Healy has
once again reminded everyone why she’s
one of the most feared names in world
cricket. A quiet start gave way to an
authoritative surge - the kind that only Healy
can summon when it matters most.

On Thursday, India may not face a fully fit
Healy, but even a 50 per cent version of her
can be every bit as dangerous. The

Australian captain, recovering from a calf
injury that ruled her out of the last two
games, has a knack for rising on the big
stage. And a World Cup semifinal at the DY
Patil Stadium in Navi Mumbai is as big as it
gets.Before the injury, Healy was in
imperious touch - 294 runs from just four
outings, including two hundreds, at an
average of 98 and a strike rate soaring past
130. Both times she crossed fifty, she didn’t
stop until she reached three figures - classic
Healy, ruthless and unrelenting. When she
walks out on Thursday - whether limping or
leaping - she’ll carry the aura of a player
who thrives under lights and pressure. The
question is: can India find a way to douse the
storm before it sweeps them away?

BOWLYOURBESTDELIVERY

Like every great player, Healy has her share of
vulnerabilities, though none of them have
surfaced in this World Cup. Her form has
been so commanding that she’s barely given
opponents a sniff. Yet, as former West Indies
pacer and seasoned commentator Ian
Bishop observed, even the best can be
brought down by smart bowling and
persistence.

Teenage Australian cricketer dies after
being struck in the neck by a hall

wAustralian cricket was left in shock on
Thursday following the death of a teenage
player who was struck by a ball during
training at his Melbourne club. Ben
Austin, 17, was hit high on the neck by a
delivery from a teammate while batting in
the nets at Ferntree Gully Cricket Club on
Tuesday, Cricket Victoria (CV) said in a
statement.

New Delhi. (Agency)

A 17-year-old Australian cricketer has died

after being struck in the neck by a ball during
a practice session in Melbourne. Ben Austin
was training in the nets at Ferntree Gully on
Tuesday when he was hit by a delivery
thrown from a hand-held device known as a
"wanger."He was wearing a helmet but no
neck guard at the time. Emergency services
provided advanced life support before
transporting him to Monash Medical Centre
in critical condition. Despite their efforts,
Ben was placed on life support and died on
Thursday, leaving the local community and

Australian cricket in shock.The loss has
deeply affected Ben’s family and the wider
cricket fraternity. Ben’s father, Jace Austin,
said the family was “utterly devastated” by
the passing of “our beautiful Ben.” Cricket
Victoria echoed the sentiment, saying the
cricketing community across the country
would be mourning the teenager’s death.
Tributes from friends, teammates, and local
clubs have since poured in, reflecting the
profound impact Ben had on those around
him.Ben was a dedicated player for the
Ferntree Gully Cricket Club and had also
represented Mulgrave and Eildon Park
cricket clubs. The club said it was
“absolutely devastated,” adding, “The
impacts of his death will be felt by all in our
cricket community.” Condolences have
flooded social media, with the club
requesting privacy for the family during this
difficult time.The teenager also played
representative cricket for the Ferntree Gully
and District Cricket Association. Its
president, Arnie Walters, described Ben as
“both talented and popular in local cricket,”
calling his passing “an enormous loss to our
local community.” Walters added, “We will
provide any and all support we can to our
clubs and cricket family,” and appealed for

privacy for everyone affected.

Further details indicate Ben collapsed
immediately after being struck. Michael
Finn, president of the Ringwood and District

Cricket Association, said, “Medical
assistance was provided by people at the
ground until paramedics arrived.” Support is
being extended to those affected, in
partnership with Cricket Victoria. Reports
confirm Ben was wearing a helmet at the
time.Nick Cummins, chief executive officer
of Cricket Victoria, referenced a similar
tragedy a decade ago: “The ball hit him in the
neck in a similar accident that Phil Hughes
suffered 10 years ago,” Cummins told the

Getting better every day: Shreyas lyer's
first message after spleen injury horror

CHENNAI (Agency)

India's ODI vice-captain Shreyas Iyer has
shared a positive update on his recovery
after suffering a serious rib injury during
the third ODI against Australia in Sydney.
The 29-year-old batter, who was admitted
to the ICU following internal bleeding
caused by a spleen laceration, took to social
media to thank fans for their support and
assured them that he is making steady
progress.Taking to X, Iyer wrote, "I'm
currently in the recovery process and
getting Dbetter, every passing day. I'm
deeply grateful to see all the kind wishes
and support ['ve received - it truly means a
lot. Thank you for keeping me in your
thoughts."Iyer sustained the injury while
attempting a difficult running catch to
dismiss Alex Carey off Harshit Rana's
bowling. Though he initially managed to
walk off the field with the physio's
assistance, his condition worsened soon
after as his vital parameters dropped,
prompting immediate hospitalisation.
Subsequent medical examinations revealed
internal bleeding due to a laceration in his
spleen, leading to his admission to the ICU
for close monitoring.In an official

statement, the BCCI confirmed that Iyer's
condition had stabilized: "The injury was

promptly identified, and the bleeding was
immediately arrested. His condition is now
stable, and he continues to be under
observation. A repeat scan done on
Tuesday, 28th October, has shown
significant improvement, and Shreyas is on
the road to recovery. The BCCI Medical
Team, in consultation with specialists in

Sydney and India, will continue to monitor
his progress."India's T20I captain
Suryakumar Yadav, speaking on the eve of
the series opener against Australia in
Canberra, said the team was relieved to
know that Iyer was recovering well. "Now
see, we are not doctors. When we saw from
outside, when the catch was taken (by
Shreyas), it looked like it was normal,"
Suryakumar said. "But none of us were
there, only those who were there can tell
what actually happened. So they said after
going inside it was felt you will have to pay
good attention (to him). Then he was rushed
to the specialist, and we were told about
what happened."After that we talked to
him, when he was talking normally, we felt
that it is a little better now, because doctors
and physios told us that it was an
unfortunate incident, which happens rarely.
But sometimes rare incidents happen to rare
talent."The spleen neds at least 6—12 weeks
to heal completely. During this period,
doctors strictly advise avoiding any
physical contact, impact, or heavy activity,
because another hit to the same area could
cause the injury to reopen and start bleeding
again.

Cricket Australia posts USD 7 million loss
despite bumper Ro-Ko comeback series

MILAN.(Agency)

Cricket Australia (CA) has reported a net
deficit of 11.3 million Australian dollars
(7.34 million dollars) for the 2024-25
financial year, despite a substantial
surge in revenue from hosting the
much-hyped Border-Gavaskar Trophy
featuring the celebrated Ro-Ko (Rohit-
Kohli) comeback series against
India.At its annual general meeting
(AGM) on Thursday, CA revealed that
total revenue climbed by A$49.2
million from the previous year to 453.7
million Australian dollars, largely
fuelled by a new domestic media deal
and robust match receipts from the
five-Test blockbuster against
India.However, the increased earnings were
offset by a steep rise in expenditure - up 24.1
million Australian dollars- primarily due to
marketing costs surrounding the India

teams.Distributions to CA's member states
and territories showed minimal movement,

funds in deficit,"” CV chairman Ross
Hepburn said at the AGM.

increasing by just 800,000 dollars from the Tt is especially disappointing that since

previous year to 120.9 million Australian
dollars.Cricket Victoria (CV) sharply
criticised the board for failing to translate
record revenues into profitability.

series and funding an additional 70 days of "Foranother year, CAis presenting a financial

international tours for the national

loss with a balance sheet showing member

FY2019, Cricket Australia's accounts
have shown significant cumulative
loss, excluding COVID-related
impacts and World Cup revenue."CA
Chief Executive Todd Greenberg
maintained a positive outlook for the
next financial cycle, pointing to the
upcoming Ashes series against
England, which begins in Perth on
November 21, 2025. He said CA
expected a strong rebound in
commercial and sponsorship revenue,
projected to rise from 69 million
Australian dollars to 86 million
Australian dollars in 2025-26."The Ashes
and India white-ball content in FY26 is
expected to deliver significant profit to CA
and enable us to rebuild our net assets and
cash reserves for the next cycle," said CA
ChiefFinancial Officer Sarah Pragnell.

ABC. “The entire cricketing community in
Victoria—and nationally—is mourning this
loss, and it will stay with us for a long time. It
is heartbreaking to see a young life cut so
short while Ben was doing something he
loved so much.”Ben’s family said in a
statement, “For Tracey and I, Ben was
an adored son, deeply loved brother to
Cooper and Zach, and a shining light in
the lives of our family and friends.” His
father expressed appreciation for the
support they’ve received, noting, “This
tragedy has taken Ben from us, but we
find some comfort that he was doing
something he did for so many
summers—going down to the nets with
mates to play cricket.” The family also
acknowledged the impact on the
teammate who was bowling, saying, “This
accident has impacted two young men and
our thoughts are with him and his family as
well.” Jace Austin also thanked first
responders and medical staff for their
efforts. Tributes for Ben have extended well
beyond the cricket pitch. Ferntree Gully
Cricket Club encouraged the community to
“put your bats out for Benny” in
remembrance—a gesture echoing the tribute
made for Phillip Hughes ten years ago.

League Cup: Arsenal face
Crystal Palace, Cardiff ity
vs Chelsea in quarter-finals

New Delhi. (Agency)

Arsenal will take on London rivals Crystal Palace

in an all-capital clash in the Carabao Cup
quarterfinals, while League One side Cardiff
City have been rewarded for its giant-killing
run with a home tie against Chelsea in the
Welsh capital. Manchester City will meet
fellow Premier League outfit Brentford after
coming from behind to beat Swansea City in
the fourth round, while defending champions
Newcastle United will host Fulham at St.
James’ Park as they continue their quest for
back-to-back EFL Cup titles.Half of the
remaining sides — Fulham, Cardiff, Crystal
Palace and Brentford — have never won the
competition before, ensuring a mix of fresh
storylines and familiar ambitions as the
tournament reaches its business end.Premier
League leaders Arsenal registered their eighth
straight win in all competitions to move a step
closer to ending their 32-year wait for the
League Cup trophy. Second-half goals from

Ethan Nwaneri and Bukayo Saka helped the
Gunners past Liverpool, who have now lost six
of'their last seven games across competitions.

It was also a record-breaking night for Arsenal’s

academy talent Max Dowman, who became the
youngest player ever to start a competitive
match for the club at just 15 years and 302 days.

CITY SURVIVE SCARE
Pep Guardiola’s Manchester City were briefly

stunned in Wales when Swansea’s Goncalo
Franco opened the scoring with a long-range
stunner. However, City soon turned it around,
equalising through a deflected Jeremy Doku
effort before Omar Marmoush struck his first
goal for the club to seal a 2—1 win and a last-
eight spot.

CHELSEAHOLD OFFWOLVES
Chelsea continued their resugence with a 3-2 win

over Wolverhampton Wanderers, though they
ended the match with 10 men after Liam Delap
was sent off on his return.

Sai Sudharsan shares Gautam Gambhir's advice
that ended his run-drought: You will play

Sai Sudharsan has opened up about
Gautam Gambhir's reassuring
message that helped him overcome
a lean patch. The young India
batter says the chat changed his
mindset and restored his
confidence at the crease.

New Delhi. (Agency)

India batter B Sai Sudharsan has credited India
head coach Gautam Gambhir for helping him
overcome a tough start to his Test career. The
young Tamil Nadu batter said a heart-to-
heart conversation with Gambhir during the
West Indies series served as a turning point,
allowing him to reset mentally and
rediscover his rhythm at the crease.While
Sudharsan has shown flashes of promise

since making his debut, consistency has been
a work in progress. In five Tests so far, the
left-hander has scored 273 runs at an average
of 30.33, with two half-centuries to his
name. His debut series in England yielded
140 runs at 23.33, and a low score in the first
Test against West Indies in Ahmedabad
added to the pressure. Speaking at a press
conference ahead of the first unofficial four-
day Test between India A and South Africa A
in Bengaluru, Sudharsan revealed his chat
with Gambhir and how it boosted his
confidence.

“After the first game in Ahmedabad, we were
practising at the Feroz Shah Kotla (Arun
Jaitley stadium in Delhi) nets. As always, I
was the last to come out of the nets,”
Sudharsan recalled. “GG sir called me and
said, “You are not getting desperate. You are
one of the best players in the country. So do
not think about anything else. Don’t think
that you have to score runs in this game or
what will happen if you don’t.”’Sudharsan
said those words of reassurance gave him the

confidence he had been missing and allowed
him to focus on his game without external
pressure.He told me, “You will play.” The

way he said that gave me so much freedom
and belief. When you hear it from the head
coach, it changes your entire perspective. I
stopped thinking about outcomes and started
focusing on expressing myself. Even in that
game, | wasn’t batting just to get runs; I
wanted to fight and win for the team.”

That conversation bore immediate results. In
the following Test in Delhi, Sudharsan
produced scores of 87 and 39 to help India
seal a 2-0 series win over West Indies.
Those innings not only ended his lean
patch but also showcased his ability to
anchor an innings under pressure.
However, the 23-year-old is aware that
the journey has only just begun. He
remains cautious about comparisons
with India’s legendary No. 3 batters,
admitting that he is still adapting to the
role after spending much of his domestic
career as an opener for Tamil Nadu.

For now, Sudharsan’s focus shifts to the
India A assignment against South Africa
A, where he will serve as Rishabh Pant’s
deputy. The 24-year-old will look to

further refine his red-ball technique ahead of
the senior team’s upcoming two-Test series
against the Proteas later this month. Having
regained his confidence and rhythm, the
young left-hander will aim to turn Gambhir’s
words into long-term consistency.
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‘Little Hooman Turns 372 Days’: Nakuul
Mehta, Jankee Parekh Have A Special
Wish For Drashti Dhami's Daughter

‘Not Mine, But...'

Manushi
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Reacts To Controversial ‘Leg Shot’
In Diljit Dosanjh’s Kufar

Manushi Chhillar recently turned heads m Diljit Dosanjh’s song Kufar

d ] 8 =3 3 " 1
akuul Mehta and Drashti Dhami share a bond
that goes far beyond fiendship; it’s more like
family. From wvacations and parties to
attending events together and supporting each other
through every phase of life, their relationshipis atrue
example of enduring friendship. Both stars are now
proud parents. Nakuul recently welcomed his second
child, a baby girl, while Drashti embraced
motherthood last year with the birth of her danghter,
Leela, on October 22 Last week, on the occasion of
Leela’s first birthday, which alse marks Drashti’s
first year of motherhood, Nakuul penned the
gweetest note for his best friend. Now, Nakuul and
his wife, Jankee Parekh, joined Drashti for a cosy
celebration, where they marked the special day by
cutting an adorable belated birthday cake for the
mother-daughter duo.
Nakuul Mehta and Jankee Parekh Celebrate 372
Days Of Drashti Dhami’s Daughter
On October 28, Nakuul, Jankee, and Drashti got
together at a restaurant in Juhu to celebrate little
Leela’s birthday, which had been a week earlier. For
them, it wasn’t about the date but about celebrating
the joy of their children. They marked the moment
with a small chocolate cake, as sweet and adorable as
the birthday girl herself The Ishqbaaz actor took to
hig Instagram Story to share a glimpse from the
evening, featuring Jankee, their son Sufi, Drashti,

=,

from his new album Aura. Now, the actress, along with the Punjabi
singet, has been facing trolling for a particular scene showing a shot of
legs while Diljit Dosanjh sings lyrics about “Janmat De Darwaze" (the doorway to
heaven). The particular shot in the song has been called yulgar, and as the trolling
grows, Manushihas reacted to it. Taking to X, Manushi shared, “Notmine #ivkyk
Butcanwe pleasenot disrespect the dancer who was sitmply doingher job .7
Diljit Dosanjh has also spoken about the viral scene. In a recent Instagram live, Diljit
shared, “Bruh, mai ta othe khada si... aase paase patani ki challi janda si (Bro, I was
. just standing there... [ didn’teven
know what was going on around
mel).”
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Recently, Manushi gave fans a
behind-the-scenes glimpse of her
latest project with actor and Punjabi
musician Diljit Dosanjh. The
Sarnrat Prithvwiraj actress shared a
touching message about her
experience filming the music video,
describing it as “one of the most
spontaneous and memorable
moments" ofher career.

Manushi Chhillar’s Professional Front R

Manushi Chhillar made her acting debutin = =S58
2022 with the role of Sanyogita in the .-
historical drama Samrat Prithviraj. Since 1
then, she has appeared in several movies,
including The Great Indian Family, Bade = ’:
Miyan Chote Miyan, Operation Valentine, and =
Maalik, g

She was last seen in the action thriller Tehran,
directed by Arun Gopalan and produced by
Dinesh Vijan, Shobhna Yadav, and Sandeep ¥
Leyzell

Diljit Dosanjh’s Work Front /

After the ground-breaking success of the Dil- ~ ’
Luminati Tour 2024, the actor-singer now gears
up for the Aura Tour 2025, featuring some new
tracks. However, the schedule for the new touris o
yet to be announced The previous tour, which .

included 40 shows across India, Europe, Notth

and her little sunshine, Leela. Nakuul stayed behind
the camera, capturing the joyful moment as the
mothers and their children posed with big smiles.
Leela’s face was covered with a red heart emoji, but
her adorable gestures stole the spotlightIn the
caption Nakuul wrote, “Celebrating the little
hooman taming 372 days.”

Nakuul Mehta®s Post On Drashti Dhami’s

Daunghter’s Birthday

Nakuul not only celebrated Leela’s first birthday but

alse gave a shout-out to Draghti for completing one
year of mothethood in his sighature witty style.
Taking to hiz Instagram Story, he shared a picture
with Draghti and wrote, “Happiest birthday to the
mothership of Leelz @dhamidhr aghti."

Ibrahim Ali Khan On Constant
Comparison With Saif Ali Khan: ‘When
You're ng That, It Becomes Standard’ |
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America, and the Middle East, drew thousands of people, cementing Dosanjh’s place among the
world’s top global touring artists.

Om the film front, Diljit will next be seen in Border 2. Besides this, he also has director Anees Bazmee's
next comedy sequel, No Entry 2. Backed by Boney Kapoor, the film also features Varan Dhawan and

41

Arjun Kapoor inthe lead roles.
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Channels Her Inner Poo Energy, Nails Kareena
poor’s Iconic Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham Scene

ina Khan, once the reigning queen of Indian  alreadynotched more than 1lakh likes.
television, continues to make headlines with her Here’s How The Netizens Reacted Toe Hina’s
projects. After gaining the cult heroine status  Recreation

from Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata and cementing her Fans appreciated the Bigg Boss season 11 rummer-up in

legacy withBigg Boss 11, theactressrecently appeared  the comments section. A fan wrote, “So much positive

in the celebrity couple reality show, Pati Patni Awr  vibes." Another wrote, “Hinaaspoois such acutie."

Panga with her husband Rocky Jaiswal The actress, “Omg kithi pyaari ho var aap nazar utarwa lena kyunki

known for her versatility and screen presence, never  aap meri favourite ho or apne kareena ko fail

fails to entertain her fans both on and |

- off screen.Recently, Hina shared a

reel on Instagram where she " | - i

* recreated aniconic scene from Kabhi

_ Khushi Kabhie Gham, transforming

into the unforgettable Poo,

J0f o ariginally played by Kareena

¢ E Kapoor Khan. Hina nailed the
&

scene and left fans in splits with
thehilarious recreation.
Hina Khan Channels Her Inner
Poo In Hilarions Instagram
- Post
. Kabhi Kiushi Kabhie Gham is a
film that continues to be loved
eventoday. Recreating one ofits
most iconic moments, Hina
Khan, who looked breathtaking in a green
I';i‘- shimmery short dress, channelled her inner
(41" Poo with full sass and style. In the reel, she
< recreated the viral scene where Poo says,
“Parso ke din bhi yahi pehena tha na
tumne?" followed by the iconic, “Tumhe
kaafisuitkartahai.”
The caption of the video read, “Poo vibes
again. With my pgirls." The video has

kardia."Hina’s love for making fun and creativereels is
no secret on social media. In another video, she was
seen dancing to Sridevi’s iconic song Hawa Hawai
along with her team.The caption of the video read,
“Hawahawaai with this mad duo. Kitna tang karte ho
tum donu mujhe." The post had over 2.5 lakh likes and
most of the comments on the video were landing Hina
for being strong. Hina Khan was diagnosed with Breast
Cancer some time ago.
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lbrahim Ali Khan opened up about being
constantly compared to his father Saif Ali
Khan, saying such remarks set o standard for
him and push him to he more like his dod.

1

brahim Ali Khan has been in the headlines ever

since his debut film was released. After

Nadaanivan came out, Ibrahim faced severe
criticism as movie buffs didn’t like the film. Now,
in arecent interview, the actor has opened up about
being constantly compared to his father and ace
actor Saif Ali KhanlIn conversation with Esguire
India, Ihrahim opened up about facing constant
comparison to his dad and shared, “For vears, I've
been told I look just like my father. *Oh my god,
you’re just like him, yon’re just like him, you're
just like him. Oh my god, vou're just like Saif’
When you're constantly fed something like that,
that becomes a standard for you. You want to be
meore and more like him. ™

He firther contimied, and while calling Saif an

amazing actor, shared, “T think my dad is an
amazing actor. What I really like about him is that
there were a lot of people who doubted him in the
beginning. He took guite a few films to find his feet
and become the versatile performerheis now."

Ibrahim made his debut earlier this vear with

Nadaaniyan, a Netflix film directed by Shauna
Gautam. The film also featured Mahima Chandhry,
Suniel Shetty, Dia Mirza, and Jugal Hansraj but
failed to impress critics, earning only a 12% rating
on Rotten Tomatoes. His second outing,
Sarzameen, released four months later and faced a
similar fate despite a strong ensemble cast
inchiding Kajol and Prithviraj Sukumaran.

The 23-year-old actor, son of Saif Ali Khan and

Amrita Singh, and grandson of Sharmila Tagore,
said his illustrious family keeps him grounded and
mativated. “I usunally always have self-doubt.
Whenever I feel unsure, all this (lineage) is a
reminder of who’sathome. “You're Saif AliKhan’s
kid. Bebo’s (stepmom Kareena Kapoot} in your
family. ¥ou should be able to do it. You should be
smashingit, man,”™ he added.

Despite a rocky start, Ibrahim is determined to make

his mark. He will next be seen in Diler, a sports
drama directed by Kunal Deshmukh, also starring
Sreeleela. The film, said to revolve around a
marathonrunner, is expected to hitscreens in 2026.
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